


HISTORY OF GREECE. 


BY 

GEORGE GROTE, EsQ. 

VOL. IV. 

REPRINTED FROM THE SECOND LONDON EDITION. 

BOSTON: 

JOHN P. JEWETT AND COMPANY, 


17 & 19 CORNHILL. 

18lil. 



ANDOVER: JOHN D. FLAGG, 


STEB.EOTYl'E& AND PIUNTE&. 




CONTENTS. 

VOL. IV. 

PART II. 


CONTINUATION OF HISTORICAL GERECE. 


CHAPTER XXV. 

ILLYRIANS1 MACEDONIANS, P./EONIANS. 

Different tribes of Illyrians. - Conflicts and contrast of Illyrians with 
Greeks. - Epidamnus and Apollonia iu relation to the Illyrians. 
Early Macedonians. -Their original seats. - General view of the coun
try which they occupied- eastward of Pindus and Skardus. - Distri 
bution and tribes of the Macedonians. -Macedonians round Edessa 
the leading portion of the nation. - Pierians and Bottiroans - originally 
placed on the Thermaic gulf, between the Macedonians and the sea. -
Proonians. -Argeian Greeks who established the dynasty of Edessa
Perdikkas. -Talents for command manifested by Greek chieftains over 
barbaric tribes. -Aggrandizement of the dynasty of Edessa-conquests 
as far as the Thermaic gulf, as well as over the interior Macedonians. 
Friendship between king Amyntas and the Peisistratids..•.. .pages 1-19 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

THRACIANS .AND GREEK COLONIES IN THRACE. 

Thracians- their numbers and abode. - Many distinct tribes, yet little di
versity of character. - Their cruelty, rapacity, and military efficiency. 
Thracian worship and character Asiatic. - Early date of the Chalkidic 
colonies in Thrace. -1\Iethone the earliest - about 720 B.c. - Several 
other small settlements on the Chalkidic peninsula and its three project
ing headlands. - Chalkidic peninsula - Mount Athos. - Colonies in 
Pallene, or the westernmost of the three headlands. - In Sithonia, or 
the middle headland.- In the headland of Athos-Akanthus, Stageira, 
etc. - Greek settlements east of the Strymon in Thrace. -Island of 
Thasus. -Thracian Chersonesus. - Perinthus, Selymbria, and Byzan· 
tium. - Grecian settlements on the Euxine, south of the Danube.-
Lemnos and Imbros... , • . • . . • • . • . . • . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • . . • 20-28 



iv CONTENTS. 

CH.APTER XXVII. 

KYRENE. -BARKA. - HESPl<:RIDES. 

First voyages of the Greeks to Libya. -Foundation of Kyrene. -Founded 
by Battus from the island of Thera.- Colony first settled in the island 
of Platea - afterwards removed to K yrene. - Situation of K yrene. 
Fertility, produce, and prosperity. - Libyan tribes near Kyrene. - Ex
tensive dominion of Kyrene and Bark.a over the Libyans.- Connection 
of the Greek colonies with the Nomads of Libya. - Manners of the Libyan 
Nomads. - Mixture of Greeks and Libyan inhabitants at Kyrcne.-Dyn
asty of Battus,.Arkesilaus, Battus the Second, at Kyrene-fresh colonists 
from Greece.-Disputes with the native Libyans.-Arkesilaus the Sec
ond, prince of Kyrene - misfortunes of the city-foundation of Barka. 
-Battus the Third, a lame man - reform by Demonax, who takes away 
the supreme power from the Battiads. - New emigration - restoration 
of the Battiad Arkesilaus the Third. - Oracle limiting the duration of 
the Battiad dynasty.- Violences at Kyrene under Arkesilaus the Third. 
-Arkesilaus sends his submission to Kambyses, king of Persia. - Per
sian expedition from Egypt against Barka-Pheretime, mother of 
Arkesilaus. - Capture of Barka by perfidy - cruelty of Pheretime. -
Battus the Fourth and Arkesilaus the Fourth- fiual extinction of the 
dynasty about 460-450 B.c. - Constitution of Demonax not durable. 
• . • . • •• • • . . .. . • • .. . . • • • . ••• . • •. . . •• • • • • . . •. • . • • • . . . •• •• 29-49 

CH.APTER XXVIII. 

PAN-HELLENIC FESTIVALS-OLYMPIC, PYTHIAN1 NEMEAN1 AND ISTHMIAN. 

Want of grouping and unity in the early period of Grecian history.-New 
causes, tending to favor union, begin after 560 B.c.-no general war 
between 776 and 560 B.c. known to Thucydides. -Increasing disposition 
to religious, intellectual, and social union. - Reciprocal admission of 
cities to the relij:,rious festivals of each other. -Early splendor of the 
Ionic festival at Delos - its declin<l. - OI1mpic games - their celebrity 
and long continuance. -Their gradual mcrease- new matches intro
duced. - Olympic festival -the first which passes from a local to a Pan
Hellenic character. -Pythian games, or festival.- Early state and site 
of Delphi. - Phocian town of Krissa. - Kirrha, the seaport of Krissa. 
- Growth of Delphi and Kirrha-decline of Krissa. - Insolence of the 
Kirrhreans punished by the Amphiktyons. - First Sacred War, in 595 
B.c. - Destruction of Kirrha. - Pythian games founded by the .Am
phiktyons. -Nemean and Isthmian games. -Pan-Hellenic character 
acquired by all the four festivals- Olympic, Pythian, Nemean, and Isth· 
mian. - Increased frequentation of the other festivals in most Greek 
cities.- .All other Greek cities, except Sparta, encouraged such visits. 
Effect of these festivals upon the Greek mind.•••••••••••••••••• 50--73 



v CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

LYRIC POETRY.-THE SEVEN WISE MEN. 

Age and duration of the Greek lyric poetry. - Epical age preceding the 
lyrica!.-Wider range of subjects for poetry-new metres-enlarged 
musical sca!e.-Improvement of the harp by Terpander-of the flute 
by Olympus and others. -Archilochns, Kallin us, Tyrtrens, and Aikman 
-670-600 n.c.-New metres superadded to the IIexameter-E!co-iac, 
Iambic, Trochaic. -Archilochus. - Simonides of Amorgos, Kallin us, 
Tyrtreus. - Musical and poetical tendencies at Sparta. - Choric training 
-Aikman, Thaletas.-Doric dialect employed in the choric composi
tions. -Arion and Stesichorus - substitution of the professional in 
place of the popular chorus. - Distribution of the chorus by Stesichorus 
- Stroph~ - Antistrophe- Ep6dus. -Alkrens and Sappho. - Gnomic 
or moralizing poets. - Solon and Theognis. - Subordination of musical 
and orchcstrical accompaniment to the words and meaning. - Seven 
"Wise Men. - They were the first men who acquired an Hellenic reputa
tion, without political genius. - Early manifestation of philosophy-in 
the form of maxims.- Subsequent growth of dialectics and discussion. 
- Increa~e of the habit of writing- commencement of prose composi
tions. - First beginnings of Grecian art. - Restricted character of early 
art, from religions associations. - Monumental ornaments in the cities 
begin in the sixth century n.c. - Importance of Grecian art as a means 
of Hellenic union .••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••.••••...•.•. 73-101 

CHAPTER XXX. 

GRECIAN AFFAIRS DURING THE GOVERNMENT OF PEISISTRATUS AND 

HIS SONS AT ATHENS. 


Peisistratus and his sons at Athens -n.c. 560-510 - uncertain chronology 
as to Peisistratus. - State of feeling in Attica at the accession of Peisis
tratus. - Retirement of Peisistratns, and stratagem whereby he is rein
stated.- Quarrel of Peisistratns with the Alkmreonids - his second retire
ment. - His second and final restoration. - His strong government 
mercenaries -purification of Delos. - Mild despotism of Peisistratus. 
His sons Hippias and Hipparchus. - Ilarmodius and Aristogeiton. 
They conspire and kill Hipparchus, n.c. 514.- Strong and lasting senti
ment, coupled with great histor.ical mistake, in the Athenian public. -
Hippias despot alone- 514-510 n.c. -his cmelty and conscious inse
curity. - Connection of Athens with the Thracian Chersonesus and the 
Asiatic coast of the Hellespont. - First Miltiades -rokist of the Cherso
nese. - Second Miltiades - sent out thither by the l'eisistratids. - Pro
ceedings of the exiled Alkmref>nids against Hippias. - Conflagration and 
rebuilding of the Delphian temple. -The Alkmreonids rebuild the tem
ple with magnificence. - Gratitude of the Dclphians towards them - they 
procure from the oracle directions to Sparta, enjoining the expulsion of 
Hippias. - Spartan expeditions into Attica. - Expulsion of Hippias, 
and liberation of Athens................................. 102-126 

A* 



vi CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER xxxr. 

GRECIAN AFFAIRS AF'.rER '.rHE EXPULSI01' OF '.rHE PEISISTRATIDS. 
REVOLUTION OF KLEISTHENES AND ESTABLISHMENT OF DEMOCRACY 
AT ATHENS. 

State of Athens after the expulsion of Hippias. - Opposing party-leaders 
- Kleisthenes - Isagoras. - Democratical revolution headed by Kleis
thenes. - Rearrangement and extension of the political franchise. 
Suppression of the four old tribes, and formation of ten new tribes, in
cluding an increased number of the population. - Imperfect description 
of this event in Herodotus - its real bearing. - Grounds of opposition to 
it in ancient Athenian feeling. -Names of the new tribes-their rela
tion to the demes. -Demes belonging to each tribe usually not adjacent 
to each other. -Arrangements and functions of the de me. - Solonian 
constitution preserved, with modifications. - Change of military arrange
ment in the state. - The ten strategi, or generals.- The judicial assem
bly of citizens, or Ilelirea, subsequently divided into fractions, each judg
ing separately. -The political assembly, or ekklesia. - Financial ar
rangements. - Senate of Five Hnndred. -ekklesiae, or political assem
bly. - Kleisthenes the real author of the Athenian democracy. -Judicial 
attributes of the people-their gradual enlargement.-'l'hree points in 
Athenian constitutional law, hanging together:- Universal admissibility 
of citizens to magistracy- choice by lot- reduced functions of the 
magistrates chosen by lot. - Universal admissibility of citizens to the 
archonship - not introduced until after the battle of Platre. - Constitu
tion of Kleisthenes retained the Solonian law of exclusion as to individ
ual office. - Difference between that constitution and the political state 
of Athens after Perik!Cs. - Senate of Areopagus. - The ostracism. 
'Veakness of the public force in the Grecian governments. - Past vio
lences of the Athenian nobles. -Necessity of creating a constitutional 
morality. - Purpose and working of the ostracism. - Securities against 
its abuse. - Ostracism necessary as a protection to the early democracy 
- afterwards dispensed with. - Ostracism analogous to the exclusion of a. 
known pretender to the throne in a monarchy.-Effcct of the long as
cendency of Periktes, in strengthening constitutional morality. - Ostra
cism in other Grecian cities. - Striking effect of the revolution of Kleis
thenes on the minds of the citizen". - Isagoras calls in Klcomcncs and 
the Lacedromonians against it. - Klcomenes and Isagoras are expelled 
from Athens. - Hecall of Kleisthencs - Athens solicits the alliance of 
the Persians. -First connection between Athens and Platrea. - Disputes 
between Platrea and Thehes -decision of Corinth as arbitrator. - Sec
ond march of Kleomenes against Athens - desertion of his allies. 
First appearance of Sparta as acting head of Peloponnesian allies. 
Signal successes of Athens against Bccotians and Chalkidians. -Plan
tation of Athenian settlers, or kleruchs, in the te1Titory of Chalkis. 
Distress of the Thebans - they ask assistance from }Egina. -The 
..iEginetans make war on Athens. - !'reparations at Sparta to attack 
Athens anew - the Spartan allies arc summoned, together with Hippias. 
-First formal convocation at Sparta-advance of Greece towards a 
political system. - Proceedings of the convocation - animated protest of 
Corinth against any interference in favor of Ilippias - the Spartan allies 
refuse to interfere. -Aversion to single-headed mle - now predominant 



vii CONTENTS. 

in Greece. - Striking development of Athenian energy after the revolu
tion of Klcisthcnes - language of Herodotus. - Effect of the idea or 
theory of democracy in exciting Athenian scntiment.-Patriotism of an 
Athenian between 500-400 n.c. - combined with an eager spirit of per
sonal military exertion and sacrifice. -Diminution of this active senti
ment in the restored democracy after the Thirty Tyrants.•...•. 126-181 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

RISE OF THE PERSIAN E~IPIRE.-CYRUS. 

State of Asia before the rise of the Persian monarchy. - Great power and 
alliances of Crmsus. - Rise of Cyrus- uncertainty of his early history. 
- Story of Astyages. - Herodotus and Ktesias.- Condition of the native 
Persians at the first rise of Cyrus. - Territory of Iran - between Tigris 
and Indus. - 'Var between Cyrus and Crmsus. - Crcesus tests the oracles 
- triumphant reply from Delphi - munificence of Crmsus to the oracle. 
-Advice given to him by the oracle. -He solicits the alliance of Spar
ta. - He crosses the Halys and attacks the Persians. - llapid march of 
Cyrus to Sardis. - Siege and capture of Sardis. - Crmsus becomes 
prisoner of Cyrus - how treated. - Remonstrance addressed by Crmsus 
to the Dclphian god.- Successful justification of the oracle.-Fate of 
Crrnsus impressive to the Greek mind. - The Mrnrre, or Fates. - State 
of the Asiatic Greeks after the conquest of Lydia by Cyrus.- They ap
ply in vain to Sparta for aid. - Cyrus quits Sardis -revolt of the Lydi
ans suppressed. -The Persian general l\fazares attacks Ioni::i-the 
Lydian Paktyas. - IIarpagus succeeds l\Iazares -conquest of Ionia by 
the Persians. - Fate of Phokrea. - Emigration of the Phokreans 
vowed .by all, executed only by one httlf. - Phokrean colony first at 
Alalia, then at Elca. -Proposition of Bias for a Pan-Ionic emigration 
not adopted. - Entire conquest of Asia Minor by the Persians. 182-208 

CHAPTER XXXIII. 

GROWTH OF THE PERSIA:S- El!PIRE. 

Conquests of Cyrus in Asia. - His attack of Babylon. - Difficult approach 
to Babvlon - no resistance made to the invaders. - Cnus distrihutcs 
the river Gyndcs i11to many channels.- He takes Bahyion, by drawing 
off for a time the waters of the Euphratcs.-Eabylon left in unclimin
ishcd strength and population. - Cyrus attacks the l\fassagctre - is de
feated and slain. - Extraordinary stimulns to the l'crsians, from the 
conquests of Cyrus. - Character· of the Persians. - Thirst for foreign 
conquest among the Persians, for three reigns after Cyrus. - Kamhyscs 
s~ccceds his father Cyrus - his invasion of Egypt. - Death of Amnsis, 
kmg of Egypt, at the time when the Persian expedition was prcparing
his son Psammcnitus sncceccls. - Conquest of Egypt by Kamlivses. 
Submission of Kyrene and Barka to Kambyses - his projects for con
quering Libya nnd Ethiopia diaappointcd. -Insults of Kamliyscs to the 



viii CONTENTS. 

Egyptian religion. - Madness of Kambyses - he puts to death his 
younger broth<'r, Smerdis. - Conspiracy of the Magian }>atizeithes, who 
sets np his brother as king under the name of Smcrdis. -Death of Kam
byscs. - Reign of the false Smerrlis - conspiracy of the seven Persian 
noblemen against him - he is slain - Darius succeeds to the throne. 
Political bearing of this conspiracy- Smerdis represents J\Iedian pre
ponderance, which is again put down by Darius. - Revolt of the Mcdes 
-suppressed.-Dise011tents of the satraps.-Revolt of Babylon.- Re
conquered and dismantled by Darin s. - Organization of the Persian em
pire by Darius. - Twenty satrapies with a fixed tribute apportioned to 
each. - Imposts upon the different satrapies. - Organizing tendency of 
Darius-first imperial coinage-imperial roads and posts.-Island of 
Samos -its condition at the access ion of Darius. - l'olykrates. -Poly
krates breaks with Amasis, king of Egypt, and allies himself with Kam
byscs.-Thc Samian exiles, expelled by l'olykrates, apply to Sparta for 
aid. - The I,accd:cmonians attack Samos, but arc repulsed. - Attack on 
Siphnos by the Samian exiles. -Prnsperity of l'olykrates. -Ile is slain 
by the J>ersian satrap Ormtcs. - M::randrius, lieutenant of Polykratcs in 
Samos - he desires to establish a free government after the death of 
Polykrates - comluct of the Samians. - Mreandrius becomes despot. 
Contrast between the Athenians and the Sami:ms.- Syloson, brother of 
Polykrates, lands with a Persian army in Samos-his history. - Mrean
drius agrees to evacuate the island. - Many Persian officers slain 
slaughter of the Samians.- Syloson despot at Samos. -Application of 
Mreandrius to Sparta for aid- refused.......•.•.•••••.••••.• 209-252 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

DE}lOKEDES. - DARIUS INVADES SCYTHIA. 

Conquering dispositions of Darius.-Influence of his wife, Atossa.
Demokedes, the Krotoniate surgeon - his adventures -he is carried as 
a slave to Susa. - He cures Darius, who rewards him munificently. 
He procures permission by artifice, nnd through the influence of Atossa, 
to return to Greece. - Atossa suggests to Darius an expedition against 
Greece. - DemokCdes, with some Persians, is sent to procure information 
for him. - Vovage of Dcmokcdcs along the coast of Greece- he stays 
at Kroton-:l'ate of his Persian -companions. - Conseqnences which 
might have been expected to happen if Darius had then undertaken his 
expedition against Greece. - Darius marches against Scythia. - His 
naval force formed of Asiatic and insular Grceks.-He directs the 
Greeks to throw a bridge over the Danube and crosses the river. - He 
marches into Scythia - narrative of his march impossible and unintelligi
ble, considered as history. - The description of his march is rather to be 
looked upon as a fancy-picture, illustrative of Scythian wmfare. -Poeti
cal grouping of the Scythians and their neighbors by Herodotus. 
Strong impression produced upon the imagination of Herodotus by the 
Scythians. - Orders given by Darius to the Ionians at the lJridgc ove1 
the Danube. -The Ionians are left in guard of the bridge; their conduct 
when Darius's return is delayed. -The Ionian despots preserve the 
bridge and enahle Darius to recross the river, as a means of support to 
their own dominion at home. - Opportunity lost of emancipation from 



ix CONTENTS. 

the Persians - Conquest of Thrace by the Persians as far as the river 
Strymon-Myrkinus near that river given to Histireus.-Macedonians 
and Preonians are conquered by Megabazus. - Insolence of the Persian 
envoys in Macedonia - they are murdered. -Histireus founds a prosper
ous colony at Myrkinus - Darius sends for him into Asia. - Otanes 
Persian general on the Hellespont - he conquers the Pelasgian popula
tion of Lemnos, Imbros, etc.-Lemnos and Imbros captured by the 
Athenians and l.\filtiades.. . . • • • . . . • • • • • • • • • . . .. • • • • • • .. • • • 252-280 

CHAPTER XXXV. 

IONIC REVOLT. 

Darius carries llistireus to Susa.-Applicatiou of the banished Hippias to 
.Artaphernes, satrap of Sardis. -State of the island of Naxos-Naxian 
exiles solicit aid from Aristagoras of Miletus.-Expedition against 
Naxos, undertaken by Aristagoras with the assistance of Artaphernes 
the satrap. - Its failure, through dispute between Aristagoras and the 
Persian general, Megabates. -Alarm of Aristagoras -he determines 
to revolt against Persia -instigation to the same effect from His
tireus. - Revolt of Aristagoras and the Milesians - the despots 
in the various cities deposed and seized. - Extension of the revolt 
throughout Asiatic Greece - Aristagoras goes to solicit aid from 
Sparta.-Refusal of the Spartans to assist him.-Aristagoras applies 
to Athens - obtains aid both from Athens and Eretria. - March of 
Aristagoras up to Sardis with "the Athenian and Eretrian allies 
burning of the town - retreat and defeat of these Greeks by the Per· 
sians. -The Athenians abandon the alliance. - Extension of the revolt 
to Cyprus and Byzantium.-l'henician fleet called forth by the Persians. 
-Persian and Phenician armament sent against Cyprus -the Ionians 
send aid thither-victory of the Persians- they reconquer the island. 
- Successes of the Persians against the revolted coast of Asia. Minor. -
Aristagoras loses courage and abandons the country.-Appearance of 
Histireus, who had obtained leave of departure from Susa. - Histireus is 
suspected by Artaphernes -flees to Chios. - Ile attempts in vain to 
procure admission into Miletus - puts himself at the head of a small 
piratical squadron.-Large Persian force assembled, aided by the Pheni
cian fleet, for the siege of Mi!Ctus. -The allied Grecian fleet mustered 
at Lade. -Attempts of the Persians to disunite the allies, by means of 
the exiled despots. - 'Vant of command and discipline in the Grecian 
fleet. - Energy of the PhOkrean Dionysius - he is allowed to assume the 
command. -Discontent of the Grecian crews - they refuse to act under 
Dionysius. - Contrast of this incapacity of the Ionic crews with the sub· 
sequent severe discipline of the Athenian seamen. - Disorder and mis
trust grow up in the fleet- treachery of the Samian captains. - Com
plete victory of the Persian fleet at Lade - ruin of the Ionic fleet -se
vere loss of the Chians.- Voluntary exile and adventures of Dionysius. 
- Siege, capture, and ruin of Milctus by the Persians. - The Phenician 
fleet reconquers all the coast-towns and islands. -Narrow escape of 
1\Iiltiades from their pursuit. - Cruelties of the Persians after the recon· 
quest. -Movements and death of Histireus. - Sympathy and terror of 

- the Athenians at the capture of Mi!etus - the tragic writer Phrynichus 
is fined ....................... , ••••• ,,, •••• ,,, ..• ,.. 280-310 



CONTENTS.:x 

CHAPTER XXXVI. 

FROM THE IONIC REVOLT TO THE BATTLE OF MARATHON. 

Pro<'eedings of the satrap Artaphernes after the reconquest of Ionia. -
Mardonius comes with an army into Ionia-he puts down the despots 
in the Greek cities. - He marches into Thrace and Macedonia - his fleet 
destroyed by a tcn-ible storm near Mount Athos-he returns into Asia. 
- Island of Thasos - prepares to revolt from the Persians -forced to 
submit. - Preparations of Darius for invading Greece - he sends her
alds round the Grecian towns to demand earth and water - many of 
them submit. -.A<:gina among those towns which submitted - state and 
relations of this island. - Heralds from Darius are put to death, both at 
Athens and Sparta.- Effects of this act in throwing Sparta into a state 
of hostility against Persia. -The Athenians appeal to Sparta, in conse
quence of the medism (or submission to the Persians) of .Ai:gina. - Inter
ference of Sparta - her distinct acquisition and acceptance of the leader
ship of Greece. -One condition of recognized Spartan leadership was, 
the extreme weakness of Argos at this moment.- Victorious war of 
Sparta against Argos.-Destmction of the Argcians hy Klcomenes, in 
the grove of the hero Argus. - Kleomenes returns without having at
tacked the city of Argos. - He is tried - his peculiar mode of defence 
- acquitted. - Argos unable to interfere with Sparta in the affair of 
.L"Egina and in her presidential power. - Kleomencs goes to .Ai:gina to 
seize the medizing leaders - resistance made to him, at the instigation 
of his colleague Demaratus. - Dcmaratus is deposed, and Lcotychides 
chosen king, by the intri1?11Cs of Kleomenes. - Demaratus leaves Sparta. 
and goes to Darius. - Kleomencs .and Leotychides go to .Ai:gina, seize 
ten hostages, and convey them as pnsoners to Athens. - Important effect 
of this proceeding upon the result of the first Persian invasion of Greece.
Assemblage of the vast l'ersian armament under Datis at Samos. - He 
crosses the .L"Egean - carries the island of Naxos without resistance
rcspects Delos. - He reaches Eubma- siege and capture of Eretria. -
Datis lands at l\larathon. - Existing condition and character of the 
Athcnians.-Miltiades-his adventures-chosen one of the ten gen· 
erals in the year in whieh the Persians landed at. l\larathon. - Themisto· 
kles and Aristeides. - Miltiades, Aristeides, and perhaps Themistokles, 
were now among the ten strategi, or generals, in 490 n.c. - The Athe
nians ask aid from Sparta -delay of the Spartans. - Difference of opin
ion among the ten Athenian generals -five of them recommend an im
mediate battle, the other five are adverse to it. - Urgent instances of 
l\liltiades in favor of an immediate battle - casting-vote of the polcmarch 
detcnnines it. - March of the Athenians to Marathon -the Platreans 
spontaneously join them there.-Numbers of the armics.-Locality of 
Marathon. - Battle of Marathon - rapid charge of Miltiades - defeat 
of the Persians.- Loss on both sides. - ·ulterior plans of the Persians 
against Athens -party in Attica favorable to them. - Rapid march of 
l\liltiades back to Athens on the dav of the battle.- The Persians aban
don the enterprise, and return home. -Athens rescued throul!h the 
speedy battle brought on by :Miltiades. - Chanl!e of Grecian feeling as 
to the Persi:ms-ten-or which the latter inspired at the time of the battle 
of Marathon. - Immense effect of the l\Iarathonian victory on the feel
ings of the Greeks - especially of the Athenians. - 'Vho were the trai



xi CONTENTS. 

tors that invited the Persians to Athens after the battle -false imputation 
on the Alkmreonids. - Supernatural belief connected with the battle 
commemorations of it.-Return of Datis to Asia-fate of the Eretrian 
captives. - Glory of Miltiades - his subsequent conduct - unsuccessful 
expedition against Paros - bad hurt of Miltiades. - Disgrace of Miltia
des on his return.-IIe is fined-dies of his wound- the fine is paid 
by his son Kirnon.- Reflections on the closing adventures of the life of 
l\Iiltiadcs. -:Fickleness and ingratitude imputed to the Athenians -how 
far they deserve the charge. - Usual temper of the Athenian dikasts in 
estimating previous services. - Tendency of eminent Greeks to be cor
rupted by success. - In what sense it is apparently true that fickleness 
was an attribute of the Athenian democracy••••.•••.......•. ,3ll-3i8 

CHAPTER XXXVII. 

IONIC PHILOSOPHERS. - PYTHAGORAS. - KROTON AND SYBARIS. 

Phalaris despot of Agrigentum. - ThalCs. - Ionic philosophers - not a 
school or succession. - Step in philosophy commenced by ThalCs. 
Vast problems with scanty means of solution. - One cause of the vein 
of skepticism which runs through Grecian philosophy. - ThalCs - pri
meval element of water, or the fluid. -Anaximander. - Problem of the 
One and the l\Iany- the Permanent and the Variable. - Xenophanes 
his doctrine the opposite of that of Anaximander. - The Eleatic school, 
Parmenides and Zeno, springing from Xenophanes - their dialectics 
their great influence on Grecian speculation. - Pherekydes. - History 
of Pythagoras. - His character and doctrines. -Pythagoras more a 
missionary and schoolmaster than a politician - his political efficiency 
exaggerated by later witnesses. - His ethical training - probably not 
applied to all the members of his order. - Decline and subsequent reno
vation of the Pythagorean order. - Pythagoras not merely a borrower, 
but an original and ascendent mind. - He passes from Samos to Kroton. 
- State of Kroton - oligarchical government - excellent gymnastic 
training and medical skill. - Rapid and wonderful efforts said to have 
been produced by the exhortations of Pythagoras. - He forms a power
ful club, or society, consisting of three hundred men taken from the 
wealthy classes at Kroton. - Political influence of Pythagoras -was an 
indirect result of the constitution of the order. - Causes which led to 
the subversion of the Pythagorean order. -Violences which accompanied 
its subversion. - The Pythagorean order is reduced to a religious and 
philosophical sect, in which character it continues. - ·war between Syb
aris and Kroton. - Defeat of the Sybarites, and destruction of their 
city, partly through the aid of the Spartan prince Dorieus. - Sensation 
excited in the Hellenic world by the destruction of Sybaris. - Gradual 
decline of the Greek power in Italy. - Contradictory statements and ar
guments respecting the presence of Dorieus. - Herodotus does not men
tion the Pythagoreans, when he alludes to the war between Sybaris and 
Kroton.- Charondas, lawgiver of Ratana, Naxos, Zank!e, Rhegium,etc. 
. • . • • . . • . • . . • . . . . • • • . • • . . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . • . • . . . • . . . . . . . • 378-419 
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PART II. 

CONTINUATION OF HISTORICAL GREECE. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

ILL YRIANS, MACEDONIANS, P ..EONIANS. 

NORTHWARD of the tribes called Epirotic lay those more nu
merous and widely extended tribes who bore the general name 
of Illyrians; bounded on the west by the Adriatic, on the east by 
the mountain-range of Skardus, the northern continuation of Pin
dus,- and thus covering what is now called l\Iicldle and Upper Al
bania, together with the more northerly mountains of :Montenegro, 
Herzegovina, and Bosnia. Their limits to the north and north-east 
cannot be assigned, but the Dardani and Autariat::e must have 
reached to the north-east of Skardus and even east of the Ser
vian plain of Kossovo; while along the Adriatic coast., Skylax 
extends the race so far northward as to include Dalmatia, treating 
the Liburnians and Istrians beyond them as not Illyrian: yet Ap
pian and others consider the Liburnians and Istrians as Illyrian, 
and Herodotus even includes under that name the Eneti, or Ven
eti, at the extremity of the Adriatic gulf,! The Bulini, accord

1 IIeroclot. i, 196 ; Skylax, c. 19-27; Appian, Illyric. c. 2, 4, 8. 
The geography of the countries occupied in ancient times by the Illyri

ans, :Macedonians, Pruonians, Thracians, etc., and now possessed by a great 
diversity of races, among whom the Turks and Albanians retain the prim-

VOL. IV. 1 loc. 
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ing to Skylax, were the northernmost Illyrian tribe: the Amantini, 
immediately northward of the Epirotic Chaonians, were the 

itive barbarism without mitigation, is still very imperfectly understood; 
though the researches of Colonel Leake, of Boue, of Grisebach, and others 
(especially the valuable travels of the latter), have of late thrown much 
light upon it. llow much our knowledge is extended in this direction, may 
be seen by comparing the map prefixed to Mannert's Geographic, or to O. 
Miiller's Dissertation on the Macedonians, with that in Boue~s Travels; 
but the extreme deficiency of the maps, even as they now stand, is emphat· 
ically noticed by Boue himself (see his Critique des Cartcs de la Turquic in 
the fourth volume of his Voyage), - by Paul Joseph Schaffarik, the learned 
historian of the Sclavonic race, in the preface attached by him to Dr. 
Joseph Mi.illcr's Topographical Account of Albania, - and by Griscbach, 
who in his surveys, taken from the summits of the mountains Peristeri and 
Ljubatrin, found the map differing at every step from the bearings which 
presented themselves to his pye. It is only since Bone and Grisebach that 
the idea has been completely dismissed, derived originally from Strabo, of a 
straight line of mountains (<v~ela ypaµµq, Strabo, lib. vii, Frugm. 3) run· 
ning across from the Adriatic to the Euxine, and sending forth other lateral 
chains in a direction nearly southerly. The mountains of Turkey in 
Europe, when examined with the stock of geological science which M. 
Viquesnel (the companion of Bone) and Dr. Grisebach bring to the task, 
are found to belong to systems very different, and to present evidences of 
conditions of formation often quite independent of each other. 

The thirteenth chapter of Grisebach's Travels presents the best account 
which has yet been given of the chain of Skardus and Pindus: he has been 
the first to prove clearly, that the Ljubatrin, which immediately overhangs 
the plain of Kossovo at the southern border of Servia and Bosnia, is the 
north-eastern extremity of a chain of mountains reaching southward to the 
frontiers of .lEtolia, in a direction not very wide of N-S., -with the single 
interruption (first brought to view by Colonel Leake) of the Klissoura of 
Devol, -a complete gap, where the river Devol, rising on the eastern side, 
crosses the chain and joins the Apsus, or Beratino, on the western,-(it is 
remarkable that both in the map of Boue and in that annexed to Dr. Joseph 
Mi.iller's Topographical Description of Albania, the river Devol is made to 
join the Genussus, or Skoumi, considerably north of the Apsus, though 
Colonel Leake's map gives the correct course.) In Grisebach's nomenclature, 
Skardus is made to reach from the Ljubatrin as its north-eastern extremity, 
south-westward and southward as far, as the Klissoura of Devol: south 
of that point Piudus commences, in a continuation, however, of the same 
axis. 

In reference to the seats of the ancient Illyrians and Macedonians, 
Grisebach has made another observation of great importance (vol. ii, p. 
121 ). Between the north-eastern extremity, Mount Ljubatrin, and the 
Illissoura of Devol, there are in the mighty and continuous chain of Skar· 
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southernmost. Among the southern Illyrian tribes are to be 
numbered the Taulantii, - originally the possessors, afterwards 
the immediate neighbors, of the territory on which Epiclamnus 
was founded. The ancient geographer Hekat::eusl (about 500 

dus (above seven thousand feet high) only two passes fit for an army to 
cross: one near the northern extremity of the chain, over which Grisebach 
himself crossed, from Kalkandclc to Prisdren, a very high col, not less than 
five thousand feet above the level of the sea; the other, considerably to the 
southward, and lower as well as easier, nearly in the latitude of Lychnidus, 
or Ochrida. It was over this last pass that the Roman Via Egnatia 
travelled, and that the modem road from Scutari and Durazzo to Bitolia 
now travels. 'Vith the exception of these two partial depressions, the 
long mountain-ridge maintains itself undiminished in height, admitting, 
indeed, paths by which a small company either of travellers or of Alba
nian robbers from the Dibren, may cross (there is a path of this kind which 
connects Struga with "C"eskioub, mentioned-by Dr. Joseph Maller, p. 70, 
and some others by Bone, vol. iv, p. 546 ), but nowhere admitting the passage 
of an army. 

To attack the Macedonians, therefore, an Illyrian army would have to go 
through one or other of these passes, or else to go round the north-eastern 
pass of Katschanik, beyond the extremity of Ljubatrin. And we shall find 
that, in point of fact, the military operations recorded between the two 
nations carry us usually in one or other of these directions. The military 
proceedings ofBrasidas (Thucyd. iv. 124),-of Philip the son of Amyntas 
king of Macedon (Diodor. xvi, 8),-of Alexander the Great in the first year 
of his reign (An·ian, i, 5), all bring us to the pass near Lychnidus (com
pare Livy, xxxii, 9; Plutarch, Flaminin. c. 4) ; while the Illyrian Dardani 
and Autariatre border upon Preonia, to the north of Pelagonia, and threaten 
Macedonia from the north-east of the mountain-chain of Skardus. The 
Antariatre arc not far removed from the Preonian Agrianes, who dwelt near 
the sources of the Strymon, and both Antariatre and Dardani threatened 
the return march of Alexander from the Danube into Macedonia, after 
his successful campaign against the Getre, low down in the course of that 
great river (Arrian, i, 5). 'Vithont being able to determine the precise line 
of Alexander's march on this occasion, we may see that these two Illyrian 
tribc.s must have come down to attack him from Upper Mresia, and on the 
eastern side of the Axius. This, and the fact that the Darclani were the 
immediate neighbors of the P:x-onians, shows us that their scats could not 
have been far remoYed from Upper Mmsia (Livy, xlv, 29): the fauces 
Pelagonire (Livy, xxxi, 34) are the pass by which they entered l\Iacedonia 
from the no11h. Ptolemy even places the Dardani at Skopire (Ueskioub) 
(iii, 9); his information about these countries seems better than that of 
Strabo. 

1 Hckatrei Fragm. etl. Klausen, Fr. 66-70; Thucyu. i, 26. 
Skylax places the Encheleis north of Epidamnus and of the Taulantii. 
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B.c.), is sufficiently well acquainted with them to specify their 
town Scsarethus : he also named the Chelidonii as their northern, 
the Encheleis as their southern neighbors ; and the Abri also as 
a tribe nearly adjoining. "'\Ye hear of the Illyrian Parthini, 
nearly in the same regions, -of the Dassaretii,' near Lake Lych
nidus, - of the Penest::e, with a fortified town Uscana, north 
of the Dassaretii, - of the Ardi::eans, the Autariat::e, and the 
Dardanians, throughout Upper Albania eastward as far as Upper 
l\Iresia, including the range of Skardus itself; so that there were 
some Illyrian tribes conterminous on the east 'vith l\Iacedonians, 
and on the south with l\Iacedonians as well as with Preonians. 
Strabo even extends some of the Illyrian tribes much farther 
northward, nearly to the Julian Alps)? 

"'\Vith the exception of some portions of what is now called 
l\Iiddle Albania, the territory of these tribes consisted principally 
of mountain pastures with a certain proportion of fertile valley, 
but rarely expanding into a plain. The Autariat::e had the rep
utation of being unwarlike, but the Illyrians generally were poor, 
rapacious, fierce, and formidable in battle. They shared with 
the remote Thracian tribes the custom of tattooing3 their bodies 
and of offering human sacrifices: moreover, they were always 
ready to sell their military service for hire, like the modern Al-

It may be remarked that IIckat:rns seems to have communicated much 
info1mation respecting the Adriatic: he noticed the city of Adria at the
cxtrcmity of the Gulf, and the fertility and abundance of the te1Titory 
around it (Fr. 58: compare Skymnns Chins, 384 ). 

1 Livy, xliii, 9-18. Mannert (Geograph. der Griech. nnd Romer, part vii, 
ch. 9, p. 3SG, seq.) collects the points and shows how little can be ascertained 
respecting the localities of these Illyri:rn tribes. 

2 Strabo, iv, p. 20G. 
8 Strabo, vii, p. 315; Arrian, i, 5, 4-11. So impracticable is the territory, 

and so nniTow the means of the inhabitants, in the region called Upper 
Albania, that most of its resident tribes even now arc considered as free, 
and pay no tribute to the Tmkish government: the Pachas cannot extort 
it without greater expense and difficulty than the sum gained would repay. 
The same was the case in Epirus, or Lower Albania, previous to the time 
of Ali Pacha: in Middle Albania, the country docs not present the like 
difficulties, and no such exemptions arc allowed (Bone, Voyage en Turquie, 
vol. iii, p. 192). These free Albanian tribes arc in the same condition with 
regard to the Sultan as the l\Iysians and Pisidians in Asia l\Iinor with 
regard to the king of Persia in ancient times (Xenophon, Anab. iii, 2, 23). 
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banian Schkipetars, in whom probably their Llood yet flows, 
though with considerable admixture from subsequent emigrations. 
Of the Illyrian kingdom on the Adriatic coast, with Skodra (Scu
tari) for its capital city, which became formidable by its reckless 
piracies in the third century B.c., we hear nothing in the flourishing 
period of Grecian history. The description of Skylax notices in 
his day, all along the northern Adriatic, a considerable and 
standing traffic between the coast and the interior, carried on by 
Liburnians, Istrians, and the small Grecian insular settlements 
of Pharus and Issa. But he does not name Skodra, and prob
ably this strong post - together with the Greek town Lissus, 
founded by Dionysius of Syracuse - was occupied after his time 
by conquerors from the interior,t the predecessors of Agron and 
Gentius, - just as the coast-land of the Thermaic gulf was con
quered by inland l\Iacedonians. 

Once during the Peloponnesian war, a detachment of hired 
Illyrians, marching into :Macedonia Lynkestis (seemingly over 
the pass of Skardus a little east of Lyclmi<lus, or Ochri<la), tried 
the valor of the Spartan Brasidas; and on that occasion - as in 
the expedition above alluded to of the Epirots against Akarnania 
-:-we shall notice the marked superiority of the Grecian character, 
even in the case of an armament chiefly composed of helots 
newly enfranchised, over both :Macedonians and Illyrians,
we shall see the contrast between brave men acting in concert 
and obedience to a common authority, and an assailing host of 
warriors, not less brave individually, but in which every man is 
his own master,2 and fights as he pleases. The rapid and impet
uous rush of the Illyrians, if the first shock failed of its effect, 
was succeeded by an equally rapid retreat or flight. "\Ve hear 
nothing afterwards respecting these barbarians until the time of 
Philip of l\Iacedon, whose vigor and military energy first repress
ed their incursions, and afterwards partially conquered them. It 
seems to have been about this period ( 400-350 B.c.) that the 

1 Diodor. xv, 13; Polyb. ii, 4. 
2 See the description in Thucydides (iv. 124-128); especially the exhor

tation which he puts into the mouth of Ilrasidas,-avTO~parwp µax11, 
contrasted with the orderly array of Greeks. 

"Illyriorum velocitas ad excursiones et impetus subitos." 
(Livy, xxxi, 35.) 
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great movement of the Gauls from west to east took place, which 
brought the Gallic Skordiski and other tribes into the regions be
tween the Danube and the Adriatic sea, and which probably dis
lodged some of the northern Illyrians so as to drive them upon 
new enterprises and fresh abodes. 

·what is now called l\Iiddle Albania, the Illyrian territory imme
diately north of Epirus, is much superior to the latter in produc
tiveness.I Though mountainous, it possesses more both of low hill 
and valley, and ampler as well as more fertile cultivable spaces. 
Epidamnus and Apollonia formed the seaports of this territory, 
and the commerce with the southern Illyrians, less barbarous than 
the northern, was one of the sources!! of their great prosperity 
during the first century of their existence, - a prosperity inter
rupted in the case of the Epidamnians by internal dissensions, 
which impaired their ascendency over their Illyrian neighbors, 
and ultimately placed them at variance with their mother-city 
Korkyra. The commerce between these Greek seaports and the 
interior tribes, when once the former became strong enough to 
render violent attack from the latter hopeless, was reciprocally 
beneficial to both of them. Grecian oil and wine were introduced 
among these barbarians, whose chiefs at the same time learned 
to appreciate the woven fabrics,3 the polished and carved me
tallic work, the tempered weapons, and the pottery, which issued 
from Grecian artisans. l\Ioreover, the importation sometimes of 
salt-fish, and always that of salt itself, was of the greatest impor
tance to these inland residents, especially for such localities as 
possessed lakes abounding in fish, like that of Lychnidus. 1V e 
hear of wars between the Autariatre and the Ardirei, respecting 
salt-springs near their boundaries, and also of other tribes whom 
the privation of salt reduced to the necessity of submitting to 

1 See Pouqueville, Voyage en Grece, vol. i, chs. 23 and 24; Grisebacb, 
Reise <lurch Rumelien und nach Brussa, YOL ii, pp. 138-139; Boue, La. 
Turquie en Europe, Geographie Generale, vol. i, pp. 60-65. 

• Skymnus Chius, v, 418-425. 
8 Thucydid<ls mentions the iupavril 1'at A.eZa, Kat fi uAA1J KaraaKev~, which 

the Greek settlements on the Thracian coast sent up to king Seuth<ls (ii, 98): 
similar to the vq>U.aµa&' lepil, and to the xeptapiiv re1m'ivwv oaioaA.a, offered 
as presents to the Delphian god, (Eurip. Ion. 1141; Pindar, Pyth. v, 46). 
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the Romans,l On the other hand, these tribes possessed two articles 
of exchange so precious in the eyes of the Greeks, that Polybius 
reckons them as absolutely indispensable,2 - cattle and slaves; 

1 Strabo, vii, p. 317; Appian, Illyric. 17; Aristot. Mirab. Ausc. c. 138. For 
the extreme importance of the trade in salt, as a bond of connection, see 
the regulations of the Romans when they divided Macedonia into four 
provinces, with the distinct yiew of cutting off all connection between one 
and the other. All commercium and connubium were forbidden between 
them: the fourth region, whose capital was l'clagonia (and which included 
all the primitive or Upper Macedonia, east of the range of Pindus and 
Skardus), was altogether inland, and it was expressly forbidden to draw its 
salt from the third region, or the country between the Axius and the 
Peneius ; while on the other hand the Illyrian Dardani, situated northward 
of Upper Macedonia, received express permission to draw their salt from 
this third or maritime region of Macedonia: the salt was to be conveyed 
from the Thermaic gulf along the road of the Axius to Stobi in Preonia, 
and was there to be sold at a fixer! price. 

The inner or fourth region of Macedonia, which included the modem 
Bitoglia and Lake Castoria, could easily obtain its salt from the Adriatic, 
!1y the communication afterwards so well known as the Roman Egnatian 
w1ty; but the communication of the Dardani with the Adriatic led through 
a country of the greatest possible difficulty, and it was probably a great 
convenience to them to receive their supply from the gulf of Thcrma by 
the road along the Vardar (Axius) (Livy, xlv, 29). Compare the route of 
Grisebach from Salonichi to Scutari, in his Reise durch Uumelicn, yoJ. ii. 

2 About the cattle in Illyria, Ari;totlc, De Mirab. Ausc. c. 128. There is 
e. remarkable passage in Polybil1s, wherein he treats the importation of 
slaves as a matter of necessity to Greece (iv, 3i). The purchasing of the 
Thracian slaves in exchange for salt is noticed by Menander, - epu~ 

EVyEv~> El, r.po> u.l.a, f;yopaaµtvo>: see ProYerb. Zenob. ii, 12, and Dioge
nian, i, 100. 

The same trade was carried on in antiquity with the nations on and near 
Caucasus, from the seaport of Diosknrias at the eastern extremity of the 
Enxine (Strabo, xi, p. 506). So little have those tribes changed, that the 
Circassians now carry on much the same trade. Dr. Clarke's statement 
carries us back to the ancient world: "The Circassians frequently sell their 
children to strnngers, particularly to the Persians and Turks, and their 
princes supply the Turkish seraglios with the most beautiful of the prison
ers of both sexes whom they take in war. In their commerce with the 
Tchcrnomorski Cossacks (north of the river Kuban), the Circassians bring 
considerable quantities of wood, and the delicious honey of the mountains, 
sewed np in goats' hides, with the hair on the outside. These articles they 
exchange for salt, a commodity found in the neighboring lakes, of a very 
excellent quality. Salt is more precious than any other kind of wealth to 
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which latter were doubtless procured from Illyria, often in ex
change for salt, as they were from Thrace and from the Euxine, 
and from Aquileia in the Adriatic, through the internal wars of 
one tribe with another. 8ilver-mines were worked at Damastium 
ih Illyria. ·wax and honey were probably also articles of ex
port, and it is a proof that the natural products of Illyria were 
carefully sought out, when we find a species of iris peculiar to the 
country collected and sent to Corinth, where its root was employ
ed to give the special flavor to a celebrated kind of aromatic un
guent.I 

Nor was the intercourse between the Hellenic ports and 
Illyrians inland exclusively commercial. Grecian exiles also 
found their way into Illyria, and Grecian mythes became lo
calized there, as may be seen by the tale of Katlmus and Har
monia, from whom the chiefs of the lllyrian Encheleis professed 
to trace their descent.2 

The l\Iacedonians of the fourth century B.C. acquired, from 
the ability and enterprise of two successive kings, a great per
fection in Greek military organization without any of the loftier 
Hellenic qualities. Their career in Greece is purely destructive, 
extinguishing the free movement of the separate cities, and dis-

the Circassians, and it constitutes the most acceptable present which can 
be offered to them. They weave mats of very great beauty, which find a 
ready market both in Turkey and Ru,sia. They are also ingenious in the 
art of working silver and other metals, and in the fabrication of guns, 
pistols, and sabres. Some, which they offered us for sale, we suspected had 
been procured in Turkey in exchange for slaves. Their bows and arrows 
are made with inimit_able skill, and the arrows being tipped with iron, and 
otherwise exquisitely wrought, are considered by the Cossacks and Russians 
as inflicting incurable wounds." (Clarke's Travels, vol. i, ch. xvi, p. 378.) 

1 Theophrast. Hist. l'lant. iv, 5, 2; ix, 7, 4: l'liny, II. N. xiii, 2; xxi, 19: 
Strabo, vii, p. 326. Coins of Epidamnus and Apollonia are found not only 
in Macedonia., but in Thrace and in Italy: the trade of these two cities 
probably extended across from sea to sea, even before the construction of 
the Egnatian way; and the Inscription 2056 in the Corpus of Boeckh pro
claims the gratitude of Odessus (Varna) in the Euxine sea towards a 
citizen of Epidamnus (Barth, Corinthiorum l\Iercatur. Hist. p. 49 ; Aristot. 
:Mirab. Auscult. c. 104). 

2 Herodot. v, 61 ; viii, 137: Strabo, vii, p. 326. Skylax places the l..£i9o' 
of Kadmus and Harmonia among the Illyrian l\Ianii, north of the Enche
leis (D_iodor. xix, 53; Pausan. ix, 5, 3). 
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arming the citizen-soldier to make room for the foreign merce
nary, whose sword was unhallowed by any feelings of patriotism, 
-yet totally incompetent to substitute any good system of central 
or pacific administration. But the l\Iacedonians of the seventh 
and sixth centuries B. c. are an aggregate only of rude inland 
tribes, subdivided)nto distinct petty principalities, and separated 
from the Greeks by a wider ethnical difference even than the 
Epirots ; since Herodotus, who considers the Epirotic l\Iolossians 
and Thesprotians as children of Hellen, decidedly thinks the 
contrary respecting the l\Iacedonians.I In the main, however, 
they seem at this early period analogous to the Epirots in char
acter and civilization. They had some few towns, but were 
chiefly village residents, extremely brave and pugnacious. The 
customs of some of their tribes enjoined that the man who had 
not yet slain an enemy should be distinguished on some occasions 
by a badge of discredit.2 

The original seats of the l\Iacedonians were in the regions east 
of the chain of Skardus (the northerly continuation of Pindus) 
- north of the chain called the Cambunian mountains, which 
connects Olympus with Pindus, and which forms the north-west
ern boundary of Thessaly. But they did not reach so far east
ward as the Thermaic gulf; apparently not farther eastward than 
Mount Bermius, or about the longitude of Edessa and Berrhoia. 
They thus covered the upper portions of the course of the rivers 
HaliakmOn and Erigon, before the junction of the latter with the 
Axius; while the upper course of' the Axius, higher than this 
point of junction, appears to have belonged to Preonia, - though 
the boundaries of l\Iacedonia and Preonia cannot be distinctly 
marked out at any time. 

The large space of country included between the above-men· 
tioned boundaries is in great part mountainous, occupied by 
lateral ridges, or elevations, which connect themselves with the 
main line of Skardus. But it also comprises three wide alluvial 
basins, or plains, which are of great extent- and well-adapted to 

1 Herodot. v, 22. 
1 A.ristot. Polit. vii, 2, 6. That the Macedonians were chiefly village 

residents, appears from Thucyd. ii, 100, iv, 124, though this does not exclude 
some towns. 

1• 
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cultivation, -the plain of Tettovo, or Kalkandele (northernmost 
of the three), which contains the sources and early course of the 
Axius, or V ardar, - that of Bit olia, coinciding to a great degree 
with the ancient Pelagonia, wherein the Erigon flows towards the 
Axius, ...:_ and the larger and more undulating basin of Greveno 
and Anaselitzas, containing the upper Haliak!llon with its con
fluent streams. This latter region is separated from the basin of 
Thessaly by a mountainous lin~ of considerable length, but pre
senting numerous easy passes.1 Reckoning the basin of Thes
saly as a fourth, here are four distinct inclosed plains on the east 
side of this long range of Skardus and Pindus, - each generally 
bounded by mountains which rise precipitously to an alpine 
height, and each leaving only cme cleft for drainage by a single 
river, - the Axius, the Erigon, the Ilaliakmon, and the Peneius 
respectively. All four, moreover, though of high level abov'3 
the sea, are yet for the most part of distinguished fertility, espe
cially the plains of Tettovo, of Tiitolia, and Thessaly. The fat, 
rich land to the east of Pindus and Skardus is described as form
ing a marked contrast with the light calcareous soil of the Alba
nian plains and valleys on the western side. The basins of Ilitolia 
and of the Haliakm6n, with the mountains around and adjoining, 
were possessed by the original JUacedonians ; that of Tettovo, on 
the north, by a portion of the Preonians. Among the four, 
Thessaly is the most spacious; yet the two comprised in the 
primitive seats of the l\Iacedoni ans, both of them very consider
able in magnitude, formed a territory better calculated to nourish 
and to generate a considerable population, than the less favored 
home, and smaller breadth of valley and plain, occupied by 
Epirots or Illyrians. Abundance of corn easily rai~ed, of pasture 
for cattle, and of new fertile iand open to cultivation, would 
suffice to increase tbe numbers of hardy villagers, indifferent to 
luxury as well as to accumulation, and exempt froni that oppres
sive extortion of rulers which now harasses the same fine 
regions.2 

1 Bone, Voyage en Turquic, vol. i, p. 199: "Un bon nombre de cols 
diriges du nord au sud, comme pour inviter les habitans de passer d'unc de 
ces provinces dans l'autrc." 

' For the general physical character of the region, hoth east and west of 
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The inhabitants of this primitive l\facedonia doubtless differed 
much in ancient times, as they do now, according as they dwelt 
on mountain or plain, and in soil and climate more or less kinu ; 
but all acknowledged a common ethnical name and nationality, 
and the tribes were in many cases distinguished from each othe1', 
not by having substantive names of their own, but merely by 
local epithets of Grecian origin. Thus we find Elymiotre 1\Iace
donians, or 1\Iacedonians of Elymeia, - Lynkestre 1\Iacedonians, 
or 1\Iacedonians of Lynkus, etc. Orestm is doubtless an adjunct 

Skardus, continued by rindus, see the valuable chapter of Grisebach's 
Travels above rcfcn-ed to (Reisen, vol. ii, ch. xiii, pp. 125-130; c. xiv, p. 
175; e. xvi, pp. 214-216; c. xvii, pp. 244-245). 

Respecting the plains comprised in the ancient Pelagonia, see also the 
Journal of the younger Pouqueville, in his progress from Travnik in Bos
nia to Janina. Ile remarks, in the two days' march from Prclepe (Prilip) 
through Bitolia to Florina, " Dans cette route on parcourt des plaincs lnx
m-iantcs couvertcs de moissons, de vastes prairies remplies de tref!e, des 
plateaux abondans en pfitnrages inepuisables, ou paissent d'innombrables 
troupeaux de bamfs, de chevres, et de menu betail. .....Le blc, le miiis, et 
les autres grains sont toujours a trcs bas prix, a cause de la difliculte des 
debouches, d'ou !'on exporte une grande qnantitic de laines, de cotons, de 
peaux d'agneaux, de bufilcs, et de chevanx, qui passcnt par le moycn des 
caravanes en IIongrie." (Pouqueville, Voyage dans la Grece, tom. ii, ch. 
62, p.495.) 

Again, M. Bone remarks upon this same plain, in his Critique des Cartes 
de ht Turquie, Voyage, vol. iv, p. 483, "La plaine immense de Prilip, de 
Bitolia, ct de Florina, n'cst pas rcprcscntee (sur !cs cartcs) de maniere ace 
qu'on ait une iclce de son etenduc, et snrtont de sa largeur......La pluine 
de Sarigonl est changce en vallee," etc. The basin of the IIaliakmon he 
remarks to be represented equally imperfectly on the maps: compare als-:> 
his Voyage, i, pp. 21,1, 299, 300. 

I notice the more pn.rticnlarly the large proportion of fertile' plain and 
valley in the ancient 1\facctlonia, hecause it i,; often represented (and even 
by 0. Muller, in his Dissertation on the ancient Macedonians, attached to 
his History of the Dorians) as a cold and rugged land, pursuant to the 
statement of Livy (xlv, 29), who says, 1·cspecting the fourth region of Ma
cedonia as distributed by the Ilomans, "Frigida hmc omnis, dnrnqne cultn, 
et aspera pluga est: cnltorum quoque ingenia tcrrre similia habct: fcrociorcs 
cos et accolro barbari facinnt, nunc hello exercentcs, nunc in pace miscen· 
t.es ritus snos." 

This is probably true of the mountaineers included in the region, but it 
is too much g-enC'ralizcd. 
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name of the same character. The inhabitants of the more 
northerly tracts, called Pelagonia and Deuriopis, were also por
tions of the :Macedonian aggregate, though neighbors of the 
Preonians, to whom they Lore much affinity: whether the Eordi 
and Almopians were of l\1acedonian race, it is more difficult to 
say. The l\Iacedonian language was different from Illyrian,1 
from Thracian, and seemingly also from Preonian. It was also 
different from Greek, yet apparently not more widely distinct 
than that of the Epirots, - so that the acquisition of Greek was 
comparatively easy to the chiefs and people, though there were 
always some Greek letters which they were incapable of pro
nouncing. And when we follow their history, we shall find in 
them more of the regular warrior, conquering in order to main
tain dominion and tribute, and less of the armed plunderer, 
than in the Illyrians, Thracians, or Epirots, by whom it was 
their misfortune to be surrounded. They approach nearer to the 
Thessalians,2 and to the other ungifted members of the Hellenic 
family. 

The large and comparatively productive region covered by 
the various sections of l\Iacedonians, helps to explain that in
crease of ascendency which they successively acquired over all 
their neighbors. It was not, however, until a late period that 
they became united under one government. At first each section, 
how many we do not know, had its own prince, or chief. The 
Elymiots, or inhabitants of Elymeia, the southernmost portion of 
:Macedonia, were thus originally distinct and independent; also 
the Orestre, in mountain-seats somewhat north-west of the Ely

1 Polyb. xxviii, 8, 9. This is the most distinct testimony which we 
possess, and it nppears to me to contradict the opinion both of Mannert 
(Geogr. dcr Gr. und Rijm. vol. vii, p. 492) and of 0. l\Iiiller (On the 
.Macedonians, sects. 28-36), that the native Macedonians were of Illyrian 
descent. 

2 The l\Iaceclonian military an·ay seems to have been very like that of 
the Thessalians, - horsemen well-mounted and armed, and maintaining 
good order (Thucyd. ii, 101): of their infantry, before the time of Philip 
son of Amyntas, we do not hear much. 

"Macedoniam, quro tantis barbarorum gcntibus attingitur, ut semper 
Maccdonicis imperatoribus iidem fines imperii fuerint qui gladiorum atque 
pilorum." (Cicero. in l'ison. c. xvi.) 
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miots, - the Lynkestre and Eordi, who occupied portions of 
territory on the track of the subsequent Egnatian way, between 
Lychnidus (Ochrida) and Edessa, - the Pelagonians,1 with a 
town of the same name, in the fertile plain of Bitolia, - and the 
more northerly Deuriopians. And the early political union was 
usually so loose, that each of these denominations probably in
cludes many petty independencics, small towns, and villages. 
That section of the l\Iacedonian name who afterwards swallowed 
up all the rest and became known as The llfacedonians, had their 
original centre at JEgoo, or Edessa, - the lofty, commanding, and 
picturesque site of the modern V odhena. And though the resi
dence of the kings was in later times transferred to the marshy 
Pella, in the maritime plain beneath, yet Edessa was always re
tained as the regal burial-place, and as the hearth to which the 
religious continuity of the nation, so much reverenced in ancient 
times, was attached. This ancient town, which lay on the Ro
man Egnatian way from Lychnidus to Pella and Thessalonika, 
formed the pass over the mountain-ridge called Ilermius, or that 
prolongation to the northward of l\Iount Olympus, through which 
the Ilaliakmon makes its way out into the maritime plain at 
Verria, by a cleft more precipitous and impracticable than that 
of the Peneius in the defile of Tempe. 

This mountain-chain called Bermius, extending from Olympus 
considerably to the north of Edessa, formed the original ea.stern 
boundary of the l\Iacedonian tribes; who seem at first not to 
have reached the valley of the Axius in any part of its course, 
and who certainly did not reach at first to the Thermaic gulf. 
Between the last-mentioned gulf and the eastern countcrforts of 
Olympus and Bermius there exists a narrow strip of plain land, 
or low hill, which reaches from the mouth of the Peneius to the 
head of the Thermaic gulf. It there widens into the spacious 

· and fertile plain of Salonichi, comprising the mouths of the Ila
liakmun, the Axius, and the Echeidorus: the river Ludias, which 
flows from Edessa into the marshes surrounding Pella, and which 
in antiquity joined the Ilaliakmon near its mouth, has now altered 
its course so as to join the Axius. This narrow strip, between 

1 Strabo, lib. vii, Fragm. 20, ed. Tafel. 
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the mouths of the Peneius and the Haliakmon, was the original 
abode of the Picrian Tbracians, who dwelt close to the foot of 
Olympus, and among whom the worship of the J\Iuses seems to 

' have been a primitive characteristic; Grecian poetry teems with 
local allusions and epithets which appear traceable to this early 
fact, though we arc unable to follow it in detail. North of the 
Pierians, from the mouth of the Ilaliakmon to that of the Axius, 
dwelt the Botti~ans.l Beyond the river Axius, at the lower 

1 I have followed Herodotus in stating the original sc1;es of occupants on 
the Thcrmaic gulf, anterior to the :l>focedonian conquests. Thucydides in
troduces the l'reonians between Ilotfoeans and nfygdonians: he says that 
the Preonians possessed "a narrow strip of land on the side of the Axius, 
down to Pella and the sea," (ii, 96.) If this were true, it would leave hardly 
any room for the Ilottireans, whom, nevertheless, Thucydides recognizes on 
the coast; for the whole space between the mouths of the two rivers, Axius 
and IIaliakmon, is inconsiderable; moreover, I cannot but suspect that 
Thucydides has been led to believe, by finding in the Iliad that the Preo
ninn allies of Troy came from the Axius, that there must hai·e been old Preo
nian settlements at the mouth of that river, and that he has adrnnced the 
inference as if it were a certified fact. The ca~e is analagous to what he 
S!lys about the Ilreotians in his preface (upon which 0. l\Iiiller has already 
commented); he stated the emigration of the Ilreotians into Ilreotia as 
having taken place after the Trojan war, but saves the historical credit of 
the Homeric catalogue by adding that there had been a fraction of them in 
Ilmotiii fx:fore, from whom the contingent which went to Troy was furnish
Cll (urrooa<rµor, Thucyd. i, 12). 

On this occasion, therefore, having to choose between Herodotus and 
Thucydides, I prefer the former. 0. Millier (On the Macedonians, sect. 11) 
would strike out just so much of the assertion of Thucydides as positively 
contradicts Herodotus, and retain the rest; he thinks that the Preonians 
came down ury 11ear to the month of the river, but not quite. I confess that 
this does not satisfy me; the more so as the passage from LiYy by which 
he would support his Yiew will appear, on examination, to refer to Preonia 
high up the A.xius,-not to a supposed portion of Pt-conia near the mouth 
(Livy, xiv, 29). 

Again, I would remark that the original residence of the Pierians be
tween the Pendus and the Haliakmon rests chiefly upon the authority of 
Thucydides: Herodotus knows the Pierians in their seats between )fount 
l'nngreus and the sea, but he gh·es no intimation that they had before 
dwelt south of the Ha!iakmon; the trnct between the Haliakmon and the 
Pem,ius is by him conceived as Lower ~facedonia, or )facedonis, reaching 
to the hordcrs of Thessaly (vii, 127-173). I make this remark in ret~rence 
to sects. 7-17 ofO. llfiiller's Dissertation, wherein the conception of IIero<l
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part of its course, began the tribes of the great Thracian race, 
1\Iygdonians, KrestOnians, Edonians, Bisaltre, Sithonians: the 
1\Iygdonians seem to have been originally the most powerful, 
since the country still continued to be called by their name, l\Iyg
donia, even after the l\Iacedonian conquest. These, and various 
other Thracian tribes, originally occupied most part of the coun
try between the mouth of the Axius and that of the Strymon; 
together with that memorable three-pronged peninsula which de
rived from the Grecian colonies its name of Chalkidike. It will 
thus appear, if we consider the Bottireans as well as the Pierians 
to be Thracians, that the Thracian. race extended originally south
ward as far as the mouth of the Peneius: the Bottireans pro
fessed, indeed, a Kretan origin, but this pretension is not noticed 
by either Herodotus or Thucydides. In the time of Skylax,1 
seemingly during the early reign of Philip the son of Amyntas, 
:Macedonia and Thrace were separated by the Strymou. 

'Ve have yet to notice the Preonians, a numerous and much
. divided race,- seemingly neither Thracian nor 1\Iacedonian nor 
Illyrian, but professing to be descended from the Teukri of Troy, 
-who occupied both banks of the Strymon, from the neighbor
hood of l\Iount Skomius, in which that river rises, down to the 
lake near its mouth. Some of their tribes possessed the fertile 
plain of Siris (now Seres), - the land immediately north of 
1\Iount Pangreus, - and even a portion of the space through 
which Xerxes marched on his route from Akantlrns to Therma. 
Besides this, it appears that the upper parts of the valley of the 
Axius were als9 occupied by Preonian tribes; how far down the 
river they extended, we are unable to say. 'Ve are not to sup
pose that the whole territory between Axius and Strymon was 
continuously peopled by them. Continuous population is not the 
character of the ancient world, and it seems, moreover, that 
while the land immediately bordering on both rivers is in very 

otns appears incorrectly apprchcrnlcd, and some erroneous inferences found
erl. upon it. That this tract was the original Pieria, there is sufficient reason 
for believing (compare Strabo, vii, Frag. 22, with Tafcl's note, and ix, p. 
410; Livy, xliv, 9); but IIermlotus notices it only as Macedonia. 

1 Skylax, c. 67. The conquests of Philip extended the boundary beyond 
the Strymon to the Ncstus (Strabo, lib. vii, Fragm. 33, ed. Tafel). 
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many places of the richest quality, the spaces between the two 
are either mountain or barren low hill, - forming a marked 
contrast with the rich alluvial basin of the l\Iacedonian river 
Erigon.l The Preonians, in their north-western tribes, thus 
bordered upon the l\Iacedonian Pelagonia, - in their northern 
tribes, upon the Illyrian Dardani and · Autariatre, - in their 
eastern, southern, and south-eastern tribes, upon the Thracians 
and Pierians ; 2 that is, upon the second seats occupied by the 
expelled Pierians under :Mount Pangreus. 

Such was, as far as we can make it out, the position of the 
:Macedonians and their immediate neighbors, in the seventh 
century B.C. It was first altered by the enterprise and ability 
of a family of exiled Greeks, who conducted a section of the 
:Macedonian people to those conquests which their descendants, 
Philip and Alexander the Great, afterwards so marvellously 
multiplied. 

Respecting the primitive ancestry of these two princes, there 
were different stories, but all concurred in tracing the origin of 
the family to the Herakleid or Temenid race of Argos. Accord
ing to one story (which apparently cannot be traced higher than 
Theopompus), Karanus, brother of the despot Pheidon, had 
migrated from Argos to l\Iacedonia, and established himself as 
conqueror at Edessa; according to another tale, which we find 
in Herodotus, there were three exiles of the Temenid race, 
Gauanes, Aeropus, and l'erdikkas, who fled from Argos to 
Illyria, from whence they passed into Upper :Macedonia, in such 

1 See this contrast noticed in Grisebach, especially in reference to the 
wide but barren region called the plain of Mnstapha, no great distance from 
the left bank of the .Axius ( Grisebach, Reisen, v, ii, p. 225; Bone, Voyage, 
vol. i, p. 168). 

For the description of the banks of the Axius (Vardar) and the Strymon, 
see Bone, Voyage en Turquie, vol. i, pp. 196-199. "La plaine ovale de 
Seres est un des diamans de la couronne de Byzance," etc. He remarks 
how incorrectly the course of the Strymon is depicted on the maps (ml. iv, 
p.482). 

1 The expression of Strabo or his Epitomator-ri)v Ilawviav µ€xpi 
Ilt/.ayoviar 1cat ITupiar lKnraui'tal,- seems quite exact, though T!tfel finds 
a difficulty in it. See his Note on the Vatican Fragments of the seventh 
book of Strabo, Fr. 3i. The Fragment 40 is expressed much more loosely. 
Compare Hcrodot. v, 13-16, vii, 124; Thu<'yd. ii, 96; Diodor. xx, 19. 
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poverty as to be compelled to serve the petty king of the town 
Lebrea in the capacity of shepherds. A remarkable prodigy 
happening to Perdikkas, foreshadows the future eminence of his 
family, and leads to his dismissal by the king of Leb::ea, - from 
whom he makes his escape with difficulty, by the sudden rise of 
a river immediately after he had crossed it, so as to become 
impassable by the horsemen who pursued him. To this river, a.~ 
to the saviour of the family, solemn sacrifices were still offered 
by the kings of Macedonia in the time of Herodotus. Perdik
kas with his two brothers having thus escaped, estaLlished him
self near the spot called the Garden of JUidas on l\Iount Bermius, 
and from the loins of this hardy young shepherd sprang the 
dynasty of Edessa.1 This tale bears much more the marks of 
a genuine local tradition than that of Theopompus. And the 
origin of the Macedonian family, or Argeadre, from Argos, 
appem:s to have been universally recognized by Grecian inquir
ers,2 - so that Alexander the son of Amyntas, the contemporary 
of the Persian invasion, was admitted by the Ilellanodik::e to 
contend at the Olympic games as a genuine Greek, though his 
competitors sought to exclude him as a Macedonian. 

The talent for command was so much more the attribute of 
the Greek mind than of any of the neighboring barbarians, that 
we easily conceive a courageous Argeian adventurer acquiring 
to himself great ascendency in the local disputes of the l\Iacedo
nian tribes, and transmitting the chicftainship of one of those 
tribes to his offspring. The influence acquired by Miltiades 
among the Thracians of the Chcrsonese, and by Phormion among 
the Akarnanians (who specially requested that, after his death, 
his son, or some one of his kindred, might Le sent from Athens to 
command them),3 was very much of this character: we may add 
the case of Sertorius among the native Iberians. In like man
ner, the kings of the Macedonian Lynkestre professed to be 
descended from the Bacchiadre 4 of Corinth ; and the neighbor

1 Herodot. viii, 13i-138. 
2 Herodot. v, 22. Argeadro, Strabo, lib. vii, Fragm. 20, ed. Tafel, which 

may probably have been e1Toneously changed into JEgeadro (Justin, vii, I). 
3 Thucyd. iii, 7; Herodot. vi, 34-37: compare the story of Zalmoxis 

among the Thracians (iv, 94). 
' Strabo, vii, p. 326. 
VOL. IV. 2oc. 
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hood of Epidamnus and Apollonia, in both of which doubtless 
members of that great gens were domiciliated, renders this tale 
even more plausible than that of an emigration from Argos. 
The kings of the Epirotic l\Iolossi pretended also to a descent 
from the heroic .lEakid race of Greece. In fact, our means of 
knowledge do not enable us to discriminate the cases in which 
these reigning families were originally Greeks, from t11ose in 
which they were Hellenized natives pretending to Grecian 
blood. 

After the foundation-legend of the l\Iacedonian kingdom, we 
have nothing but a long blank until the reign of king Amyntas 
(about 520-500 B.c.), and his son Alexander, (about 480 B.c.) 
Herodotus gives us five successive kings between the founder 
Perdikkas and Amyntas, - Perdikkas, Argmus, Philippus, Aero
pus, Alketas, Amyntas, and Alexander, - the contemporary and 
to a certain extent the ally of Xerxes.I Though we have no 
means of establishing any dates in this early series, either of 
names or of facts, yet we see that the Temenid kings, beginning 
from a humble origin, extendecl their dominions successively on 
all sides. They conquered the Tiriges,~ originally their neigh
bors on l\Iount Bermius, - the Eordi, bordering on Edessa to 
the westward, who were either destroyed or expelled from the 
country, leaving a small remnant still existing in the time of 
Thucydides at Physka between Strymon and Axius, - the Almo
pians, an inland tribe of unknown site, - and many of the inte
rior l\Iacedonian tribes who had been at first autonomous. Be
sides these inland conquests, they had made the still more 
important acquisition of Pieria, the territory which lay between 
l\Iount Bermius and the sea, from whence they expelled the 
original Pierians, who found new seats on the eastern bank of 
the Strymon between l\Iount Pangreus and the sea. Amyntas 
king of l\facedon was thus master of a very considerable territory, 

1 Herodot. viii, 139. Thucydides agrees in the number of kings, but does 
not give the names (ii, 100). 

For the divergent lists of the early Macedonian kings, see Mr. Clinton's 
Fasti Hellcniei, vol. ii, p. 221. 

• This may be gathered, I think, from Herodot. vii, 73 and viii, 138. The 
alleged migration of the Briges into Asia, and the change of their name to 
Phryges, is a statement which I do not venture to repeat as credible. 
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comprising the coast of the Thermaic gulf as far north as the 
mouth of the Haliakmon, and also some other territory on the 
same gulf from which the Bottimans had been expelled; but not 
comprising the coast between the mouths of the Axius and the 
Haliakmon, nor even Pella, the subsequent capital, which were 
still in the hands of the Bottireans at the period when Xerxes 
passed through.I He possessed also Anthemus, a town and ter
ritory in the peninsula of Chalkidike, and some parts of :J\lygdo
nia, the territory east of the mouth of the Axius; but how much, 
we do not know. "\Ve shall find the l\Iacedonians hereafter ex
tending their dominion still farther, during the period between 
the Persian and Peloponnesian war. 

·we hear of king Amyntas in friendly connection with the 
Peisistratid princes at Athens, whose dominion was in part sus
tained by mercenaries from the Strymon, and this amicable 
sentiment was continued between his son Alexander and the 
emancipated Athenians.2 It is only in the reigns of these two 
princes that Macedonia begins to be implicated in Grecian affairs: 
the regal dynasty had become so completely l\Iaceclonized, and 
had so far renounced its Hellenic brotherhood, that the claim of 
Alexander to run at the Olympic games was contested by his 
competitors, and he was called upon to prove his lineage before 
the Hellanodikre. 

1 Herodot. vii, 123. Herodotus recognizes both Bottireans between the 
Axins ancl the Haliakmon,-and Bottireans at Olynthus, whom the Mace
donians had expelled from the Thermaic gulf, - at the time when Xerxes 
passed (viii, 127) .• These two statements seem to me compatible, and both 
admissible: the former Bottireans were expelled by the Macedonians subse
quently, anterior to the Peloponnesian war. 

My view of these facts, therefore, differs somewhat from that of O. Mill
ier (Macedonians, sect. 16). 

'Hcrodot. i, 59; v, 94; viii, 136. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

THRACIANS AND GREEK COLONIES rn THRACE. 

THAT vast space comprised between the rivers Strymon and 
Danube, and bounded to the west by the easternmost Illyrian 
tribes, northward of the Strymon, was occupied by the innumer
able .subdivisions of the race called Thracians, or Threlcians. 
They were the most numerous and most terrible race known to 
Herodotus: could they by possibility act in unison or under one 
dominion (he says), they would be irresistible. A conjunction 
thus formidable once seemed impending, during the first years 
of the Peloponnesian war, under the reign of Sitalkes king of 
the Odrysm, who reigned from Abdera at the mouth of the 
Nestus to the Euxine, and compressed under his sceptre a large 
proportion of these ferocious but warlike plunderers ; so that the 
Greeks even down to Therrnopylm tn~rnbled at his expected ap
proach. But the abilities of that prince were not found adequate 
to bring the whole force of Thrace into effective cooperation and 
aggression against others. 

Numerous as the tribes of Thracians were, their customs and 
character (according to Herodotus) were marked by great uni
formity : of the Getm, the Trausi, and others, he tells us a few 
particularities. And the large tract over which the race were 
spread, comprising as it did the whole chain of 1\Iount Ummus 
and the still loftier chain of Rhodope, together with a portion of 
the mountains Orbelus and Skomius, was yet partly occupied by 
level and fertile surface, - such as the great plain of Adrianople, 
and the land towards the lower course of the rivers N estus and 
Hebrus. The Thracians of the plain, though not less warlike, 
were at least more home-keeping, and less gree<ly of foreign 
plunder, than those of the mountains. But the general character 
of the race presents an aggregate of repulsive features unre
deemed by the presence of eYen the commonest domestic affec
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tions.l The Thracian chief deduced his pedigree from a god 
called by the Greeks Hermes, to whom he offered up worship 
apart from the rest of his tribe, sometimes with the acceptable 
present of a human victim. He tattooed his body,2 and that of 
the women belonging to him, as a privilege of honorable descent: 
he bought his wives from their parents, and sold his children for 
exportation to the foreign merchant: he held it disgraceful to 
cultivate the earth, and felt honored only by the acquisitions of 
war and robbery. The Thracian tribes·worshipped deities whom 
the Greeks assimilate to Ares, Dionysus, and Artemis : the great 
sanctuary and oracle of their god Dionysus was in one of the 
loftiest summits of Rhodope, amidst dense and foggy thickets, 
the residence of the fierce and unassailable Satr::e. To illustrate 
the Thracian character, we may turn to a deed perpetrated by 
the king of the Bisaltre, - perhaps one out of several chiefs of 
that extensive Thracian tribe,- whose territory, between Stry
mon and Axius, lay in the direct march of Xerxes into Greece, 
and who fled to the desolate heights of Rhodope, to escape the 
ignominy of being dragged along amidst the compulsory auxiliaries 
of the Persian invasion, forbidding his six sons to take any part 

·in it. From recklessness, or curiosity, the sons disobeyed his 
commands, and accompanied Xerxes into Greece; they returned 
unhurt by the Greek spear; but the incensed father, when they 
again came into his presence, caused the eyes of all of them to 
be put out. Exultation of success manifested itself in the 
Thracians by increased alacrity in shedding blood ; but as war
riors, the only occupation which they esteemed, they were not 
less brave than patient of hardship, and maintained a good front, 
under their own peculiar array, against forces much superior in 
all military eflicacy.3 It appears that the Thynians and Bithy

1 Mannert assimilates the civilization of the Thracians to that of the 
Gauls when Julius Cresar inYaded them,-a great injustice to the latter, 
in my judgment (Geograph. Gr. und l{iim. vol. vii, p. 23). 

2 Cicero, De Offieiis, ii, 7. "Barbarum compunctnm notis Threiciis." 
Plutarch (De Ser{1 Numin. Vindict. c. 13, p. 558) speaks as if the women 
only were tattooed, in Thrace: he puts a singular interpretation upon it, as 
a continuous punishment on the sex for haYing slain Orpheus. 

3 For the Thracians generally, see Herodot. Y, 3-9, vii, ll O, viii, ll 6, ix, 
119; Thucyd. ii, 100, vii, 29-30; Xenophon, Anabas. vii, 2, 38, and the 
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nians,t on the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus, perhaps also the 
J\fysians, were members of this great Thracian race, which was 
more remotely connected, also, with the Phrygians. And the 
whole race may be said to present a character more Asiatic than 
European, especially in those ecstatic and maddening religious 
rites, which prevailed not less among the E<lonian Thracians than 
in the mountains of Ida and Dindymon of Asia, though with 
some important differences. The Thracians served to furnish 
the Greeks with mercenary troops and slaves, and the number 
of Grecian colonies planted on the coast had the effect of par
tially softening the tribes in the immediate vicinity, between 
whose chiefs and the Greek leaders intermarriages were not 
unfrequent. But the tribes in the interior seem to have retained 
their savage habits with little mitigation, so that the language in 
which Tacitus2 describes them is an apt continuation to that of 
Herodotus, though coming more than five centuries after. 

To note the situation of each one among these many different 
tribes, in the large territory of Thrace, which is even now so 
imperfectly known and badly mapped, would be unnecessary, 
and, indeed, impracticable. I shall proceed to mention the prin
cipal Grecian colonies which were formed in the country, 
noticing occasionally the particular Thracian tribes with which 
they came in contact. 

The Grecian colonies established on the Thermaic gulf, as well 
as in the peninsula of Chalkidike, emanating principally from 
Chalkis and Eretria, though we do not know their precise epoch, 
appear to have been of early date, and probably preceded the 
time when the Macedonians of Edessa extended their conquests 
to the sea. At that early period, they would find the Pierians 
still between the Peneius and Haliakmun, - also a number of 
petty Thracian tribes throughout the broad part of the Chalkidic 
peninsula; they would find Pydna a Pierian town, and Therma, 
Anthemus, Chalastra, etc. Mygdonian. 

The most ancient Grecian colony in these regions seems to 

seventh book of the Anabasis generally, which describes the relations of 
Xenophon and the Ten Thousand Greeks with Seuthes the Thracian 
prince. 

1 Xenoph. Anab. vi, 2, 17 ; Herodot. vii, 7 5. 

1 Tacit. Annal. ii, 66; iv, 46. 
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have been Methane, founded by the Eretrians in Pieria; nearly 
at the same time (if we may trust a statement of rather suspicious 
character, though the date itself is noway improbable) as Korkyra 
was settled by the Corinthians, (about 730-7~0 B.c.) l It was a 
little to the north of the Pierian town of Pydna, and separated 
by about ten miles from the Ilottiman town of Al&rus, which lay 
north of the Haliakmon.2 'Ve know very little about l\IethOne, 
except that it preserved its autonomy and its Hellenism until the 
time of Philip of l\Iacedon, who took and destroyed it. But 
though, when once established, it was strong enough to main
tain itself in spite of conquests made all around by the l\Iacedo
nians of Edessa, we may fairly presume that it could not have 
been originally planted on l\Iacedonian territory. Nor in point 
of fact was the situation peculiarly advantageous for Grecian 
colonists, inasmuch as there were other maritime towns, not 
Grecian, in its neighborhood,- Pydna, AlOrus, Therma, Chalas
tra; whereas the point of advantage for a Grecian colony was, 
to become the exclusive seaport for inland indigenous people. 

The colonies, founded by Chalkis and Eretria on all the three 
projections of the Chalkidic peninsula, were numerous, though 
for a long time inconsiderable. 'Ve do not know how far these 
projecting headlands were occupied before the arrival of the 
settlers from Eubooa,- an event which we may probably place 
at some period earlier than 600 B.c.; for after that period 
Chalkis and Eretria seem rather on the decline,- and it appears 
too, that the Chalkidian colonists in Thrace aided their mother
city Chalkis in her war against Eretria, which cannot be much 
later than 600 B.c., though it may be considerably earlier. 

The range of mountains which crosses from the Thermaic to 
the Strymonic gulf, and forms the northern limit of the Chalki
dic peninsula, slopes down towards the southem extremity, so as 
to leave a considerable tract of fertile land between the Toronaic 
and the Thermaic gulfs, including the fertile headland called 
Pallene, - the westernmost of those three prongs of Chalki<like 
which run out into the JEgean. Of the other two prong~, or pro
jections, the easternmost is terminated by the sublime l\Iount 
Athos, which rises out of the sea as a precipitous rock six thou

1 Plutarch, Qurost. Grrec. p. 293. 2 Skylax, c. 67. 
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sand four hundred feet in height, connected with the mainland 
by a ridge not more than half the height of the mountain itself, 
yet still high, rugged, and woody from sea to sea, leaving only 
little occasional spaces fit to be occupied or cultivated. The 
intermediate or Sithonian headland is also hilly and woody, though 
in a less degree, - both less in>iting and less productive than 
Pallene.1 

.lEneia, near that cape which marks the entrance of the inner 
Thermaic gulf, - and Potidrea, at the narrow isthmus of Pallene, 
- were both founded by Corinth. Between these two towns lay 
the fertile territory called Krusi s, or Krossrea, forming in after- . 
times a part of the domain of Olynthus, but in the sixth century 
B.c. occupied by petty Thracian townships.2 'Vithin Pallene 
were the towns of l\Iende, a colony from Eretria, - Skione, 
which, having no legitimate mother-city traced its origin to Pelle
nian warriors returning from Troy,-Aphytis, Neapolis, .L"Ege, 
Theramb&s, and Sane,3 either ·wholly or partly colonies from 
Eretria. In the Sithonian peninsula were Assa, PilOrus, Singus, 
Sarte, Tor0n8, Gal0psus, Sermyle, and l\kkyberna; all or most 
of these seem to have been of Chalkidic origin. But at the 
head of the Toronaic gulf (which lies between Sithonia and Pal
Iene) was placed Olynthus, surrounded by an extensh·e and 
fertile plain. Originally a Bottirean town, Olynthus will be seen 
at the time of the Persian invasion to pass into the hands of the 
Chalkidian Greeks,4 and gradually to incorporate with itself sever
al of the petty neighboring establishments belonging to that race ; 
whereby the Chalkidians acquired that marked preponderance 
in the peninsula which they retained, even against the efforts of 
Athens, until the days of Philip of l\Iacedon. 

1 For the description of Chalkirlikil, see Grisebach's Reisen, vol. ii, ch. 10, 
pp. 6-16, and Leake, Travels in Northern Greece, vol. iii, ch. 24, p.152. 

If we read attentively the description of Chalkidike as given by Skylax 
(c. 67), we shall see that he did not conceh·e it as three-pronged, but as 
terminating only in the peninsula of Pallene, with Potidrea at its isthmus. 

2 Herodot. vii, 123; Skymnus Chins, v, 627. 
3 Strabo, x, p. 447; Tbucyd. iv, 120-123; Pompon. Mela, ii, 2; Herodot. 

vii, 123. 
4 Herodot. vii, 122; viii, 127. Stephanus Byz. (v, IIaA.}.hv11) gives us 

some idea of the mythes of the lost Greek writers, Hegesippus and Theag
enes, about Pallcne. 
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On the scanty spaces, admitted by the mountainous promontory, 
or ridge, ending in Athos, were planted some Thracian and some 
Pelasgic settlements of the same inhabitants as those who occu
pied Lcmnos and Imbros; a few Chalkidic citizens being domici
liated with them, and the people speaking both Pelasgic and 
He11enic. But near the narrow bthmus which joins this promon
tory to Thrace, and along the north-western coast of the Strymo
nic gulf, were Grecian towns of considerable importance, 
Sane, Akanthus, Stageira, and Argilus, all colonies from Andros, 
which had itself been colonized from Eretria.J Akanthus and 
Stageira are said to have been founded in 654 B.C. 

Following the southern coast of Thrace, from the mouth of the 
river Strym6n towards the east, we may doubt whether, in the 
year 560 n.c., any considerable independent colonies of Greeks 
had yet been formed upon it. The Ionic colony of Abdera, east
ward of the mouth of the river Ncstus, formed from Teos in 
Ionia, is of more recent date, though the Klazomenians2 had 
begun an unsuccessful settlement there as early as the year 651 
n.c.; while Diktca - the Chian settlement of 1\faroneia - and 
the Lesbian settlement of . .lEnus at the month of the IIebrus, 
are of unknown date.3 The important and valuable territory 
near the mouth of the Str;;mon, where, after many ruinous fail
ures,4 the Athenian colony of Amphipolis afterwards maintained 
itself, was at the date herr. mentioned possessed by Edonian 
Thracians and Picrians : the various Thracian tribes, - Saine, 
Edonians, Dcrs:x'ans, Sapa~ans, Bistones, Kikones, Pa:tians, etc. 
- were in force on the principal part of the tract between Stry
mon and Hebrus, even to the sea-coast. It is to be remarked, 
however, that the island of Thasus, and that of Samothrace, 
each possessed "·bat in Greek was called a Peri.ea,s - a strip of 
the adjoining mainland cultivated and defended by means of for

1 Thucyd. iv, 84, 103, 109. See l\fr. Clinton's Fasti Hcllenici, ad ann. 
654 B.C. 

9 Solinus, x, 10. 
3 Herodot. i, 168; vii, 58-59, 109; Skymnus Chins, v, 675. 
4 Thucyd. i, 100, iv, 102; IIcrodot. -v, 11. Large quantities of corn are 

now exported from this territory to Constantinople (Leake, North. Gr. vol. 
iii, ch. 25, p. 172 ). 

6 Ilerodot. vii, lOS-109; Thucyd. i, 101. 
VOL, IV. 2 
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tified posts, or small towns: probably, these occupations are of 
very ancient date, since they seem almost indispensable as a 
means of support to the islands. For the barren Thasus, espe
cially, merits even at this day the uninviting description applied 
to it by the poet Archilochus, in the seventh century B.c., -"an 
ass's backbone, overspread with wild wood :"l so wholly is it com
posed of mountain, naked or wooded, and so scanty are the 
patches of cultivable soil left in it, nearly all close to the sea
shore. This island was originally occupied by the Phenicians, 
who worked the gold mines in its mountains with a degree of in
dustry which, even in its remains, excited the admiration of Her
odotus. How and when it was evacuated by them, we do not 
know; but the poet Archilochus2 formed one of a body of 
Parian colonists who planted themselves on it in the seventh 
century B.c., and carried on war, not always successful, against 
the Thracian tribe called Saians : on one occasion, Archilochus 
found himself compelled to throw away his shield. By their 
mines and their possessions on the mainland (which contained 
even richer mines, at Skapte Hyle, and eL~ewhere, than those in 
the island), the Thasian Greeks rose to considerable power and 
population. And as they ~eem to have been the only Greeks, 
until the settlement of the J\Iilesian Histireus on the Strymon 
about 510 B.c., who actively concerned themselves in the mining 
districts of Thrace opposite to their island, we cannot be sur-

I 	 , , , • , . l)oe o' war' OVOV paxt• 
"Ear1JKtv, vl.17, uypfo, lmaretp~{· 

Archiloch. Fragm. 17-18, ed. Schneidewin. 
The striking propriety of this description, even after the lapse of two 

thousand five hundred years, may be seen in the Travels of Grisebach, vol. 
i, ch. 7, pp. 210-218, and in Prokesch, Denkwiirdigkeiten des Orients, Th. 
3, p. 612. The view of Thasus from the sea justifies the title 'Hepi17 (<Eno
maus ap. Euseb. Prrepar. Evang. vii, p. 256; Steph. Byz. eaa<ro,). 

Thasus (now Tasso) contains at present a population of about six thou
sand Greeks, dispersed in twelve small villages; it exports some good ship
timbcr, principally fir, of which there is abundance on the island, together 
with some olive oil and wax; but it cannot grow corn enough even for this 
small population. No mines either are now, or have been for a long time, 
in work. 

1 Archiloch. Fragm. 5, ed. Schneidewin; Aristophan. Pac. 1298, with the 
Scholia; Strabo, x, p. 487, xii, p. 549; Thucyd. iv, 104. 
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prised to hear that their clear surplus revenue before the Persian 
conquest, about 493 B. c., after defraying the charges of their 
government without any taxation, amounted to the large sum of 
two hundred talents, sometimes even to three hundred talents, in 
each year (from forty-six thousand to sixty-six thousand pounds). 

On the long peninsula called the Thracian Chersonese there 
may probably have been small Grecian settlements at an early 
date, though we do not know at what time either the Milesian 
settlement of Kardia, on the western side of the isthmus of that 
peninsula, near the .lEgean sea,-or the .lEolic colony of Sestus on 
the Hellespont, - were founded; while the Athenian ascendency 
in the peninsula begins only with the migration of the first Milti
ades, during the reign of Peisistratus at Athens. The Samian 
colony of Perinthus, on the northern coast of the Propontis,1 is 
spoken of as ancient in date, and the 1\Iegarian colonies, Selym
bria and Byzantium, belong to the seventh century B. c.: the 
latter of these two is assigned to the 30th Olympiad (G57 B. c.), 
and its neighbor Chalkedon, on the opposite coast, was a few 
years earlier. The site of Byzantium in the narrow strait of 
the Bosphorus, with its abundant thunny-fishery,2 which both 
employed and nour;ishe<l a large proportion of the poorer freemen, 
was alike convenient either for maritime traffic, or for levying 
contributions on the numerous corn ships which passed from the 
Euxine into the .lEgean ; and we are even told that it held 
a considerable number of the neighboring Ilithynian Thracians 
as tributary Periccki. Such dominion, though probably main
tained during the more vigorous period of Grecian city life, 
became in later times impracticable, and we even find the Byzan
tines not always competent to the defence of their own small 
surrounding territory. The place, however, will be found to 
possess considerable importance during all the period of this 
history.3 

The Grecian settlements on the inhospitable south-western 
coast of the Euxine, south of the Danube, appear never to have 

1 Skymnus Chins, 699-715; Plutarch, Qurest. Grrec. c. 57. See M. Raoul 
Rochette, Histoire des Colonies Grecques, chs. xi-xiv, vol. iii, pp. 273-298. 

' Aristot. Polit. iv, 4, 1. 
8 Polyb. iv, 39; Phylarch. Fragm. IO, ed. Didot. 
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attained any consideraiion: the principal traffic of Greek ships 
in that sea tended to more northerly ports, on the banks of the 
Borysthenes and in the Tauric Chcrsonese. !stria was founded 
by the l\Iilesians near the southern embouchure of the Danube, 
-Apollonia and Odessus on the same coast, more to the south, 
all probably between 600-560 B. c. The l\Iegarian or Byzan
tine colony of l\Iesambria, seems to have been later than the 
Ionic revolt ; of Kallatis the age is not known. Tomi, north of 
Kallatis and south of !stria, is renowned as the place of Ovid's 
banishment.I The picture which he gives of that uninviting 
spot, which enjoyed but little truce from the neighborhood of the 
murderous Get:.e, explains to us sufficiently why these towns 
acquired little or no importance. 

The islands of Lemnos and Imbros, in the .i"Egean, were at 
this early period occupied by Tyrrhenian Pelasgi, were con
quered by the Persians about 508 n.c., and seem to have passed 
into the power of the Athenians at the time when Ionia revolted 
from the Persians. If the mythical or poetical stories respecting 
these Tyrrhenian Pelasgi contain any basis of truth, they must 
have been a race of buccaneers not less rapacious than cruel. 
At one time, these Pelasgi seem also to haye possessed Samo
thrace, but how or when they were supplanted by Greeks, we 
find no trustworthy account; the population of Samothrace at 
the time of the Persian war was Ionic.2 

1 Skymnus Chins, 720-740; Ilerodot. ii, 33, vi, 33; Strabo, vii, p. 319; 
Skylax, c. 68; Manncrt, Geograph. Gr. Rom. vol. vii, ch. 8, pp. 126-140. 

An inscription in Iloeckh's Collection proves the existence of a pentapo
lis, or union, of five Grecian cities on this coast. Tomi, Kallatis, 1\Icsam
bria, and Apollonia, are presumed by Illarumberg to have belonged to this 
union. See Inscript. No. 2056 c. 

Syncellus, however (p. 213), places the foundation of !stria considerably 
earlier, in 651 n.c. 

9 Hcrodot. viii, 90. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

KYREXE A..\D BARKA.-IIESPERIDES. 

IT has been already mentioned, in a former chapter, that 
Psammetichus king of Egypt, about the middle of the seventh 
century n.c., first removed those prohibitions which l1ad excluded 
Grecian commerce from his country. In his reign, Grecian mer
cenaries were first established in Egypt, and Grecian traders ad
mitted, under certain regulations, into the Nile. The opening 
of this new market emboldened them to traverse the direct sea 
which separates Krete from Egypt, -a dangerous voyage with 
vessels which rarely ventured to lose sight of land, - and seems 
to have first made them acquainted with the neighboring coast of 
Libya, between the Nile and the gulf called the Great Syrtis. 
Hence arose the foundation of the important colony called 
Kyrene. 

As in the case of most other Grecian colonies, so in that of 
Kyrene, both the foundation and the early history are very im
perfectly known. The date of the event, as far as can be made 
out amidst much contradiction of statement, was about 630 n.c. :L 
Thera was the mother-city, herself a colony from Lacedremon; 
and the settlements formed in Libya became no inconsiderable 
m;naments to the Dorian name in Ilellas. 

According to the account of a lost historian, J\Ienekles,2 
political dissension among the inhabitants of Thera led to that 
emigration which founded Kyrene; and the more ample legend
ary details which Herodotus collected, partly from Then.can, 
partly from Kyrenrean informants, are not positively inconbistent 
with this statement, though they indicate more particularly bad 
seasons, distress, and over-population. Both of them dwell em
phatically on the Delphian oracle as the instigator as well as the 

1 See the discussion of the era of Kyrene in Thrigc, Historia Cyrenes, 
chs. 22, 23, 24, where the different statements are noticed and compared. 

1 Schol. ad Pindar. Pyth. iv. 
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director of the first emigrants, whose apprehensions of a danger
ous voyage and an unknown country were very difHcult to over
come. Both of them affirmed that the original rekist Battus was 
selected and consecrated to the work by the divine command: 
both called Battus the son of Po1ymnestus, of the mythical breed 
called l\Iinyre. But on otlier points there was complete divergence 
between the two stories, and the Kyremcans themseh·es, whose 
town was· partly peopled by emigrants from Krete, described the 
mother of Battus as daughter of Etearchus, prince of the Kretan 
town of Axus.I Ilattus had an impediment in his speech, and it 
wa.~ on his intreating from the Delphian oracle a cure for this in
firmity that he received directions to go as "a cattle-breeding 
rekist to Libya." The suffering Thermans were directed to 
assist him, but neither he nor they knew where Libya was, nor 
could they find any resident in Krcte who had ever visited it. 
Such was the limited reach of Grecian navigation to the south 
of the 1Tigean sea, even a rentury after the foundation of Syra
cuse. At length, by prolonged inquiry, they discovered a man 
employed in catching the purple shellfish, named Korubius,
who said that he had been once forced by stress of weather to 
the island of Platea, close to the shores of Libya, and on the side 
not far removed from the western limit of Egypt. Some Therre
ans being sent along with Korubius to inspect this island, left him 
there with a stock of provisions, and returned to Thera to con
duct the emigrants. From the seven districts into which Thera 
was divided, emigrants were drafted for the colony, one brother 
being singled out by lot from the different numerous families. 
But so long was their return to Platea deferred, that the provis
ions of Korubius were exhausted, and he was only saved from 
starvation by the accidental.arrival of a Samian ship, driven by 
contrary winds out of her course on the voyage to Egypt. Ko
lams, the master of this ship (whose immense profits made by the 
first voyage to Tartessus have been noticed in a former chapter), 
supplied him with provisions for a year, - an act of kindness, 
which is said to have laid the first foundation of the alliance and 
good feeling afterwards prevalent between Thera, Kyrene, and 
Samos. At length the expected emigrants reached the island, 

1 IIcrouot. iv, 150-154. 
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having found the voyage so perilous and difficult, that they once 
returned in despair to Thera, where they were only prevented 
by force from relanding. The Land which accompanied Battus 
was all conveyed in two pentekonters, - armed ships, with fifty 
rowers each. Thus humble was the start of the mighty Kyrene, 
which, in the days of Herodotus, covered a city-area equal to 
the entire island of Platea.! 

That island, howe,·er, though near to Libya, and supposed by 
the colonists to be Libya, was not so in reality: the commandi> 
of the oracle had not been literally fulfilled. Accordingly, the 
settlement carried with it nothing but hardship for the space of 
two years, and llattus returned with his companions to Delphi, to 
complain that the promised land had proved a bitter disappoint
ment. The god, through his priestess, returned for answer, "If 
you, who have never visited the cattle-breeding Libya, know it 
better than I, who have, I greatly admire your cleverness." 
Again the inexorable mandate forced them to return ; and this 
time they planted themselves on the actual continent of Libya, 
l1early over against the island of Platea, in a district called Aziris, 
surrounded on Loth sides by fine woods, and with a running 
stream aJjoining. After six years of residence in this spot, they 
were persuaded by some of the indigenous Libyans to abandon 
it, under the promise that they should be conducte<l to a better 
situation: and their guides now brought them to the actual site of 
Kyrene, saying, "Here, men of Ilellas, is the place for you to 
dwell, for here the sky is perforated."2 The road through which 
they pa5sed had led through the tempting region of Irasa with its 
fountain Theste, and their guides took the precaution to carry 
them through it by night, in order that they might remain igno
rant of its beauties. 

Such were the preliminary steps, divine and human, which 
brought Battus an<l hi;; colonist;; to Kyrene. In the time of Her
odotus, Irasa was an outlying portion of the eastern territory of 
this powerful city. But we trace in the story just related au 

1 Hcrodot. iv, 15:;. 
1 Herodot. iv, 158. lir&avra yup o obpavo~ rfrp1Jrat. Compare the jest 

ascribed to the Byzantian envoys, on occasion of the vaunts of Ly8imachus 
(Plutar<'h, De Fortun:\ Alexandr. l\Iugn. c. 3, p. 338). 
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opinion prevalent among his Kyrenxan informants, that Irasa 
with its fountain Theste was a more inviting position than Ky
rene with its fountain of Apollo, and ought in prudence to have 
been originally chosen; out of which opinion, according to the 
general habit of the Greek mind, an anecdote is engendered and 
accredited, explaining how the supposed mistake was committed. 
What may have been the recommendations of Irasa, we are not 
permitted to know: but descriptions of modern travellers, no less 
than the subsequent history of Kyrene, go far to justify the 
choice actually ma<le. The city was placed at the distance of 
about ten miles from the sea, having a sheltered· port called 
Apollonia, itself afterwards a considerable town, - it was about 
twenty miles from the promontory Phykus, which forms the 
northernmost projection of the African coast, nearly in the long
itude of the Peloponnesian Cape Txnarus (l\Iatapan). Kyrene 
was situated about eighteen hundred feet above the level of the 
:Mediterranean, of which it commanded a fine view, and from 
which it was conspicuously visible, on the edge of a range of 
hills which slope by successive terraces down to the port. The 
soil immediately around, partly calcareous, partly sandy, is de
scribed by Captain lleechey to present a vigorous vegetation and 
remarkable fertility, though the ancients considered it inferior in 
this respect both to Barkat and IIesperides, and still more infe
rior to the more westerly region near Kinyps. But the abun
dant periodical rains, attracted by the lofty heights around, and 
justifying the expression of the "perforated sky," were even of 
greater importance, under an African sun, than extraordinary 
richness of soil.2 The maritime regions near Kyrene and Barka, 

1 IIerodot. iv, 198. 
2 Sec, about the productive powers of Kyrcnc and its surrounding region, 

Herodot. iv, 199; Kallimarlms (him,elf a Kyrcn::can), Hymn. ad Apoll. 
65, with the note of Spanhcim; J>indar, Pyth. iv, with the Scholia passim; 
Diodor. iii, 49; An-ian, Indica, xliii, 1.3. Strabo (xvii, p. 8.37) saw Kyrcne 
from the sea in sailing by, and was struck with the view: he does not 
appear to have landed. 

The results of modern observation in that country are o-iven in the Viag· 
gio of Della Cella and in the exploring expedition ~f Cap~ain Bcechcy; see 
an interesting summary in the History of the Barbary States., by Dr. Russell 
(Edinburgh, 18.35), ch. v, pp. 160-lil. ·The chapter on this subject (c. 6) 
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and Ilesperides, produced oil and wine as well as corn, while the 
extensive district between these towns, composed of alternate 
mountain, wood, and plain, was eminently suited for pasture and 
cattle-breeding ; and the ports were secure, presenting conve
niences for the intercourse of the Greek trader with Northern 
Africa, such as were not to be found along all the coasts of the 
Great Syrtis westward of Hesperides. Abundance of applica
ble land, - great diversity both of climate and of productive 
season, between the sea-side, the low hill, and the upper moun
tain, within a small space, so that harvest was continually going 
on, and fresh produce coming in from the earth, during eight 
months of the year, - together with the monopoly of the valua
ble plant called the Silphium, which grew nowhere except in the 
Kyrenaic region, and the juice of which was extensively de
manded throughout Greece and Italy, - led to the rapid growth 
of Kyrene, in spite of serious and renewed political troubles. 
And even now, the immense remains which still mark its desolate 
site, the evidences of past labor and solicitude at the Fountain of 

in Thrige's Historia CJTenes is defective, as the author seems never to have 
seen the careful and valuable observations of Captain Becchey, and pro
ceeds chiefly on the statements of Della Cella. 

I refer briefly to a few among the many interesting notices of Captain 
Beechcy. For the site of the ancient Hcsperides (Bengazi), and the" beau
tiful fertile plain near it, extending to the foot of a long chain of mountains 
about fourteen miles distant to the south-eastward,"- see Beechcy, Expedi
tion, ch. xi, pp. 287-315; "a great many datcpalm-trees in the neighbor
hood," (ch. xii, pp. 340-345.) 

The distance between Bengazi (Hesperides) and Ptolcmeta (Ptolemais, 
the port of Barka) is fifty-seven geographical miles, along a fertile and 
beautiful plain, stretching from the mountains to the sea. Between these 
two was situated the ancient Tcucheira (ib. ch. xii, p. 347), about thirty
eight miles from IIesperidcs (p. 349), in a country highly productive 
wherever it is cultivated (pp. 350-355 ). Exuberant vegetation exists near 
the deserted Ptolemeta, or Ptolemais, after the winter rains (p_. 364). The 
circuit of Ptolemais, as measured by the ruins of its walls, was about three 
and a half English miles (p. 380). 

The road from Barka to Kyrene presents continued marks of ancient 
chariot-wheels (ch. xiv, p. 406); after passing the plain of Merge, it be
comes hilly and woody," but on approaching Grcnna (Kyrene) it becomes 
more clear of wood; the valleys produce fine crops of barley, and the hills 
excellent pasturage for cattle,'' (p. 409.) Luxuriant vegetation after the 
winter rains in the vicinity of Kyrene (ch. xv, p. 465 ). 

VOL. IV. 2* 3oc. 
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.Apollo, and elsewhere, together with the profusion of excavated 
and ornamented tombs, - attest sufficiently what the grandeur of 
the place must have been in the days of Herodotus and Pindar. 
So much did the Kyrem:eans pride themselves on the Silphium, 
found wild in their back country, from the island of Platea on 
the east to the inner recess of the Great Syrtis westward, - the 
leaves of which were highly salubrious for cattle, and the stalk 
for man, while the root furnished the peculiar juice for export,
that they maintained it to have first appeared seven years prior 
to the arrival of the first Grecian colonists in their city.l 

But it was not only the properties of the soil which promoted 
the prosperity of Kyrene. Isokrates 2 praises the well-chosen 
site of that colony because it was planted in the midst of indi
genous natives apt for subjection, and far distant from any formi
dable enemies. That the native Libyan tribes were made con
ducive in an eminent degree to the growth of the Greco-Libyan 
cities, admits of no doubt; and in reviewing the history of these 
cities, we must bear in mind that their population was not pure 
Greek, but more or less mixed, like that of the colonies in Italy, 
Sicily, or Ionia. Though our information is very imperfect, we 
see enough to prove that the small force brought over by Battus 
the Stammerer was enabled first to fraternize with the indigenous 
Libyans, - next, reinforced by additional colonists and availing 
themselves of the power of native chiefs, to overawe and subju
gate them. Kyrene - combined with Barka and Hesperides, 
both of them sprung from her root 3 - exercised over the Libyan 
tribes between the borders of Egypt and the inner recess of the 
Great Syrtis, for a space of three degrees of longitude, an ascen

1 Theophrast. Hist. Pl. vi, 3, 3; ix, 1, 7; Skylax, c. 107. 
'Isokrates", Or. v, ad Philipp. p. 84, (p. 107, ed. Bek.) Thilra being a 

colony of Lacedremon, and Kyrene of Thcru, Isokrates speaks of Kyrene 
ru; a colony of Lacedremon. 

3 Pindar, Pyth. iv, 26. Kvp~v71v-u1rrfov pi,av. In the time of IIerodo- · 
tus these three cities may possibly have Leen spoken of as a Tripolis; but 
no one before Alexander the Great would have understood the expression 
Pentapolis, used under the Romans to denote Kyrenc, Apollonia, Ptole· 
mais, Teuchcira, and Bereuike, or Hesperidcs. 

Ptolcmais, originally the port of Barka, had become autonomous, and of 
greater imp01iance than the latter. 
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dency similar to .that which Carthage possessed over the more 
westerly Libyans near the Lesser Syrtis. Within these Kyre
nrean limits, and further westward along the shores of the Great 
Syrtis, the Libyan tribes were of pastoral liabits; westward, 
beyond the Lake Tritonis and the Lesser Syrtis,1 they began to 
be agricultural. Immediately westward of Egypt were the 
Adyrmachidre, bordering upon Apis and Marea, the Egyptian 
frontier towns; 2 they were subject to the Egyptians, and had 
adopted some of the minute ritual and religious observances 
which characterized the region of the Nile. l'roceeding west
ward from the Adyrmachidce wer.e found the Giligammre, the 
Asbystre, the Auschisre, the Kabales, and the Nasamunes, - the 
latter of whom occupied the south-eastern corner of the Great 
Syrtis ; - next, the :J\fakre, Gindancs, Lotophagi, Machlyes, as 
far as a certain river and lake called TritUn and Tritunis, which 
seems to have been near the Lesser Syrtis. These last-men
tioned tribes were not dependent either on Kyrene or on Car
thage, at the time of Herodotus, nor probably during the proper 
period of free Grecian history, (G00-300 B.c.) In the third 
century B.c., the Ptolemaic governors of Kyrene extended their 
dominion westward, while Carthage pushed her colonies and 
castles eastward, so that the two powers.embraced between them 
the whole line of coast between the Greater and Lesser Syrtis, 
meeting at the spot called the Altars of the Brothers Philreni, 
so celebrated for its eommemoraiive lcgend.3 But even in the 
sixth century B.c., Carthage was jealous of the extension of 
Grecian colonies along this coast, and aided the Libyan :J\Iakre 

1 The accounts respecting the lake called in ancient times Tritonis are, 
however, very uncertain: see Dr. Shaw's Travels in Barbary, p. 127. Strabo 
mentions a lake so called near He;;perides (xvii, p. 836); Phcrekydes talks 
of it as near Irasa (l'herekyd. Fragm. 33 d. ed. Didot). 

1 Eratosthenes, born at Kyrene aml resident at Alexandria, estimated the 
land-journey between the two at five hundred and twenty-five Roman miles 
(Pliny, H. N. v, 6). 

3 Sallust, Bell. Jugurth. c. 75; Valerius l\faximus, v, 6. Thrige (Ilistor. 
Cyr. e. 49) places this division of the Syrtis between Kyrene and Carthage 
at some period .between 400-330 n.c., anterior to the loss of the independ
ence of Kyrene; but I cannot think that it was earlier than the Ptolemies: 
compare Strabo, xvii, p. 836. · 
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(about 510 n.c.) to expel the Spartan prince Dorieus from his 
settlement near the ri>er Kinyps. Near that spot was after
wards planted, by Phenician or Carthaginian exiles, the town of 
Leptis l\Iagna 1 (now Lebida), which does not seem to have 
exi~ted in the time of Herodotus. Nor does the latter historian 
notice the l\Iarmarid:e, who appear as the principal Libyan tribe 
near the west of Egypt, between the age of Skylax and the third 
century of the Christian era. Some migration or re>olution 
subsequent to the time of Herodotus must have brought this 
name into predominance.2 

The interior country, stretching westward from Egypt along 
the thirtieth and thirty-first parallel of latitude, to the Great 
Syrtis, and then along the southern shore of that gulf, is to a great 
degree low and sandy, and quite destitute of trees ; yet afford

-ing in many parts water, herbage, and a fertile soil.3 But the 

1 The Carthaginian establishment Neapolis is mentioned by Skylax 
(c. 109), and Strabo states that Lcptis was another name for the same place 
(xvii, p. 835). 

2 Sky lax, c. 107; Vopiscus, Vit. Prob. c. 9 ; Strabo, xvii, p. 838; Pliny, 
IT. N. v, 5. From the Libyan tribe Mnrmaridre was derived the name 
Marmarika, applied to that region. 

3 rar.:Etv~ re Kat 1fiaµµwV7Jq ( Hcrodot. iv, 191); Sallnst, Bell. Jugurthin. 
('. 17. 

Captain Beechey points out the mistaken conceptions which have been 
entertained of this region: 

"It is not only in the works of early writers that we find the nature of 
the Syrtis misunderstood; for the whole of the space between Mcsurata 
(i.e. the cape which forms the western extremity of the Great Syrtis) and 
Alexandria is described by Leo Africnnus, nuder the title of Barka, as a 
wild and desert country, where there is neitlwr water nor land capable of 
cultivation. Ile tells us that the most poweiful among the Mohammedan 
invmlcrs possessed themselves of the fertile parts of the coast, leaving the 
others only the desert for their abode, exposed to all the miseries and pri
n1tions attendant upon it; for this desert (he continues) is fur removed 
from any habitations, and nothing is produced there whatever. So that if 
these poor people would huve a supply of grain, or of any other articles 
necessary to their e:xistence, they arc ohliged to pledge their children to the 
Sicilians who visit the coast; who, on providing them with these things, 
carry off the children they have received ..... . 

"It appears to be chiefly from Leo African us that modem historians have 
deri,-cd their idea of wl~at they term t11e district and desert of Burka. Yet 
the whole of the C:yrenaira is comprehended within the limits which they 
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maritime region north of this, constituting the projecting bosom 
of the African coast from the island of Platea (Gulf of Bomba) 
on the east to Hesperides (Bengazi) on the west, is of a totally 
different character; covered with mountains of considerable 
elevation, which reach their highest point near Kyrene, inter
spersed with productive plain and valley, broken by frequent 
ravines which carry off the winter torrents into the sea, and 
never at any time of the year destitute of water. It is this 
latter advantage that causes them to be now visited every sum
mer by the Bedouin Arabs, who flock to the inexhaustible Foun

. tain of Apollo and to other parts of the mountainous region from 
Kyrene to Hesperides, when their supply of water and herbage 
fails in the interior: 1 and the same circumstance must have 

assign to it; and the authority of Herodotus, without c1tmg any other, 
woulu be amply sufficient to prove that this tract of country not only was 
no desert, but was at all times remarkable for its fertility ..•...The im· 
pression left upon our minus, after reading the account of Herodotus, 
would be much more consistent with the appearance and peculiarities of 
both, in their actual state, than that which would result from the description 
of any succeeding writer .. , ... The district of Barka, including all the 
country between l\fosurata and Alexandria, neither is, nor ever was, so des
titute and bnrren as has been represented: the part of it which constitutes 
the Cyrenaiea is capable of the highest degree of cultivation, and many 
parts of the Syrtis afford excellent pasturage, while some. of it is not only 
adapted to cultivation, but docs actually produce good crops of barley and 
dhurra." (Captain Beechcy, Expcuition to Northern Coast of Africa, ch. x, 
pp. 263, 265, 267, 269: comp. ch. xi, p. 321.)

1Justin, xiii, 7. "Amamitatem loci et fontium ubertatcm." Captain 
Beechcy notices this annual migration of the Bedouin Arnhs: 

" Teucheira (on the coast between Hesperides and Bnrka) abounds in 
wells of excellent water, which are reserved by the Arabs for their summer 
consumption, and only resorted to when the more inland supplies are 
exhausted: at other times it is uninhabited. Many of the excavated tombs 
are occupied as dwelling-houses by the Arabs during their summer visits to 
that part of the coast." (Beechey, Exp. to North. Afric. ch. xii, p. 354.) 

And about the wide mountain plain, or table-land of Merge, the site of the 
ancient Barka, " The water from the mountains inclosing the plain settles 
in pools and lakes in different parts of this spacious valley; and affords a 
constant supply, during the summer months, to the Arabs who frequent it:• 
(ch. xiii; p. 390.) The red earth which Captnin Bcechey observed in this 
plain is noticed by Herodotus in regard to Libya (ii, 12). Stephan. Byz. 
notices also the bricks used in building (v, BapK1/ ). Derna, too, to the 



38 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

operated in ancient times to hold the nomadic Libyans in a sort 
of dependence on Kyrene and Barka. Kyrene appropriated the 
maritime portion of the territory of the Libyan Asbystre ; 1 the 
Auschisre occupied the region south of lfarka, touching the sea 
near IIesperidcs, - the Kabales near Teucheira in the territory 
of Ilarka. Over the interior spaces these Libyan Nomads, with 
their cattle and twisted tents, wandered unrestrained, amply fed 
upon meat and milk,2 clothed in goatskins, and enjoying .better 
health than any people known to Herodotus. Their breed of 
horses was excellent, and their chariots or wagons with four 
horses could perform feats admired even by Greeks: it was to 
these horses that the princes3 and magnates of Kyrene and 
Ilarka often owed the success of their chariots in the games of 
Greece. The Libyan Nasamones, leaving their cattle near the 
sea, were in the habit of making an annual journey up the 
country to the Oasis of Augila, for the purpose of gathering the 

eastward of Cyrcne on the sea-coast, is amply provided with water (ch. xvi, 
p. 4il). 

About Kyrene itself, Captain Beechey states: "During the time, about a. 
fo1inight, of our#abscnce from Cyrene, the dianges which had taken place 
in the appearance of the country about it were remarkable. ''re found the 
hills on our return covered with Arabs, their camel;;, flocks, and herds; the 
scarcity of water in the interior at this time having driven the Bedouins 
to the mountains, and particularly to Cyrcne, where the springs afford at 
nil times an abundant supply. The corn was all cut, and the high grass 
and luxuriant wgetation, which we had found it so difficult to wade through 
on former occasions, had been eaten down to the roots by the cattle." 
(ch. xviii, pp. 517, 520.) 

The winter rains are also abundant, between January and J\farch, at 
Bengazi (the ancient IIesperides): sweet springs of water near the town 
(eh. xi, pp. 282, 315, 32i). About Ptolemeta, or Ptolcmais, the port of the 
nndent Barka, ih. ch. xii, p. 363. 

1 Ikrodot. iY, l i0-1 il. rrapai.ia a<;>vnpa cMaiµow. Strabo, ii, p. 131. 
7C"OAv.ui1!.ov Kat r.ol.vrnprro•urnr x~ovor. Pindar. Pyth. ix, 7. 

t Herodot. iY, 186, 187, 189, 190. Noµuocr Kpco¢uyoi Kat ral.auorr6mt. 
Pindar, l'yth. ix, 12i, irrrrn•rni Noµudcr. Pompon. ::\Iela, i, 8, 

3 See the fourth, fifth, and ninth p,ihian Odes of Pindar. In the 
description g-iven by Sophokles (Elect~ 695) of the Pythian contests, in 
which pretence is mnclc that Orestes hns perished, ten contending chariots 
arc suppo~t'd, of which two are Libyan, from Barka: of the remaining 
l'ight, one only comt'S from each place named. 

http:7C"OAv.ui1!.ov
http:rrapai.ia
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date-harvest,1 or of purchasing dates, - a journey which the 
Bedouin Arabs from Bengazi still make annually, carrying up 
their wheat and barley, for the same purpose. Each of the 
Lih.yan tribes was distinguished by a distinct mode of cutting 
the hair, and by some peculiarities of religious worship, though 
generally all worshipped the Sun and the l\Ioon.2 But in the 
neighborhood of the Lake Tritonis (seemingly the western ex
tremity of Grecian coasting trade in the time of Herodotus, who 
knows little beyond, and begins to appeal to Carthaginian au
thorities), the Grecian deities Poseidon and Athene, together 

· with the legend of Jason and the Argonauts, bad been local
ized. There were, moreover, current prophecies announcing 
that one hundred Hellenic cities were destined one day to be 
founded round the lake, - and that one city in the island l'bla, 
surrounded by the lake, was to be planted by the Lacedremo
nians.3 These, indeed, were among the many unfulfilled prophe
cies which from every side cheated the Grecian ear, - proceed
ing in this case probably from Kyrenrean or Therrean traders, 
who thought the spot advantageous for settlement, and circulated 
their own hopes under the form of divine assurances. It was 
about the year 510 n.c.4 that some of these Therreans conducted 
the Spartan prince Dorieus to found a colony in the fertile region 
of Kinyps, belonging to the Libyan l\Iakre. But Carthage, 
interested in preventing the extension of Greek settlements 
westward, aided the Libyans in driving him out. 

The Libyans in the immediate neighborhood of Kyrene were 
materially changed by the e$tablishment of that town, and con
stituted a large part- at first, probably, far the largest part 
of its constituent population. Not possessing that fierce tenacity 
of habits which the l\Iohammedan religion has impressed upon 
the Arabs of the present day, they were open to the mingled 
influence of constraint and seduction applied by Grecian settlers; 
so that in the time of Herodotus, the Kabales and the Asbystre 

1 IIcrodot. iY, 172-182. Compare Horncmnnn's Travels in Africa, p. 
48, and Heeren, Verkchr und Handel dcr Altcn 'Yelt, Th. ii, Abth. 1. 
Abschnitt vi, p. 226. 

2 licrodot. iv, 175-188. 3 Herotlot. iv, 178, 179, 195, 196. 

4 IIerodot. iv, 42. 
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of the interior had come to copy Kyrenrean tastes and customs.1 
The Therrean colonists, having obtained not merely the conRent 
but even the guidance of the natives to their occupation of Ky
rene, constituted themselves like privileged Spartan citizens in,,he 
midst of Libyan Perireki,2 They seem to have married Libyan 
wives, whence Herodotus describes the women of Kyrene and 
Barka as following, even in his time, religious observances indig
enous and not Ilellenic.3 Even the descendants of the primitive 
rekist Battus were semi-Libyan. For Herodotus gives us the 
curious information that Battui! was the Libyan word for a king, 
deducing from it the just inference, that the name Battus was not 
originally personal to the cckist, but acquired in Libya first as a 
title,4- and that it afterward;; passed to his descendants as a 
proper name. For eight generations the reigning princes were 
called Battus and Arkesilaus, the Libyan denomination alternat
ing with the Greek, until the family was finally deprived of its 
power. ]Uoreover, we find the chief of Barka, kinsman of Ar
kcsilaus of Kyrene bearing the name of Alazir; a name certainly 
not Hellenic, and probably Libyan.5 We are, therefore, to con
ceive the first Therrean colonists as established in their lofty for
tified post Kyrene, in the centre of Libyan Periccki, till then 
strangers to walls, to arts, and perhaps even to cultivated land. 
Probably these Periccki were al ways subject and tributary, in a 
greater or less degree, though they continued for half a century 
to retain their own king. 

To these rude men the Ther::cans communicated the elements 
of Hellenism and civilization, not without receiving themselves 
much that was non-Hellenic in return; and perhaps the reaction
ary influence of the Libyan element against the Hellenic might 
have proved the stronger of the two, had they not been rein
forced by new-comers from Greece. After forty years of Battus 

Hcrodot. iv, 1 iO. v6µov{,' rli; TOV!,' 'IrAtlcrTOV!,' µtµfru{}at e7rlT1/0tVOVUl TOV!,' 

Kvp17vaiwv. 
1 Herodot. iv, 161. 811paiwv Kai ri:iv 1teptotKwv, etc. 
3 Hcroclot. iv, 186-189. Compare, also, the story in Pindar, Pyth. ix, 

109-126, about Alexidamus, the ancestor of Tclesikratcs the Kyrenrean; 
how the fonncr won, by his swiftness in running, a Libyan maiden, daugh
ter of Antreus of Irasa,- and Kallimachus, Hymn. Apoll. 86. 

4 Herodot. iv, 155. 5 Hcrodot. iv, 164. 

I 
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the rokist (about 630-590 n.c.), and sixteen years of his son 
Arkesilaus (about 590-574 n.c.), a second Battusl succeeded, 
called Battus the Prosperous, to mark the extraordinary increase 
of Kyrene during his presidency. The Kyrenreans under him 
took pains to invite new settlers from all parts of· Greece with
out distinction, - a circumstance deserving notice in Grecian 
colonization, which usually manifested a preference for certain 
races, if it did not positively exclude the rest. To every new
comer was promised a lot of land, and the Delphian priestess 
strenuously seconded the wishes of the Kyrenxans, proclaiming 
that "whosoever should reach the place too late for the land
division, would have reason to repent it." Such promi8e of new 
land, as well as the sanction of the oracle, were doubtless made 
public at all the games and meetings of Greeks, and a large 
number of new colonists embarked for Kyrene. The exact num
ber is not mentioned, but we must conceive it to have been very 
great, when we are told that during the succeeding generation, 
not less than seven thousand Grecian hoplites of Kyrene perished 
by the hands of the revolted Libyans, - yet leaving both the 
city itself and its neighbor Barka still powerful. The loss of so 
great a number as seven thousand Grecian hoplites has very few 
parallels throughout the whole history of Greece. In fact, this 
second migration, during the government of Battus the Prosper
ous, which must have taken place between 574-554 n.c., ought 
to be looked upon as tbe moment of real and effective coloni
zation for Kyrene. It was on this occasion, probably, that the 
port of Apollonia, which afterwards came to equal the city itself 
in importance, was first occupied and fortified, - for this second 
swarm of emigrants came by sea direct, while the original colo
nists had reached Kyrene by land from the island of Platea. 
through Irasa. The fresh emigrants came from l~cloponnesus, 

Krete, and some other islands of the .2Egean. 
To furnish so many new lots of land, it was either necessary, or 

it was deemed expedient, to dispossess many of the Libyan Peri
reki, who found their situation in other respects also greatly 

1 Respecting the chronology of the Battiad princes, see Boeckh, ad 
Pindar. Pyth. iv, p. 265, and Thirge, Histor. Cyrenes, p. 127, seq. 
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changed for the worse. The Libyan king Adikran, himself among 
the sufferers, implored aid from A pries king of .Egypt, then in the 
height of his power ; sending to declare himself and his people 
Egyptian subjects, like their neighbors the A<lyrmachidre. The 
Egyptian prince, accepting the offer, despatched a large military 
force of the native soldier-caste, who were constantly in station 
at the western frontier-town Ma.rea, by the route along shore to 
attack Kyrene. They were met at Irasa by the Greeks of Ky
rene, and, being totally ignonm.t of Grecian arms and tactics, 
experienced a defeat so complete that few of them reached home.l 
The consequences of this disaster in Egypt, where it caused the 
transfer of the throne from Apries to Amasis, have been noticed 
in a former chapter. 

Of course the Libyan Perireki were put down, and the redivi
sion of lands near Kyrene among the Greek settlers accomplished, 
to the great increase of the power of the city. And the reign of 
Battus the Prosperous marks a flourishing era in the town, and 
a large acquiRition of land-dominion, antecedent to years of dis
sension and distress. The Kyren::cans came into intimate alli

• ance 	 with Amasis king of Egypt, "·ho encouraged Grecian 
connection in every way, and who even took to wife Ladike, a 
woman of the Battiad family at Kyrene, so that the Libyan Peri
ceki lost all chance of Egyptian aid against the Greeks.2 

New prospects, however, were opened to them during the 
reign of Arkesilaus the Seconcl, son of Battus the Prosperous, 
(about 554-544 B.c.) The behavior of this prince incensed and 
alienated his own brothers, who raised a revolt against him, se
ceded with a portion of the citizens, and induced a number of 
the Libyan Perireki to take part with them. They founded the 
Greco-Libyan city of Barka, in the territory of the Libyan Aus
chism, about twelve miles from tbe coast, distant from Kyrene by 
"ea about seventy miles to the westward. The space between 
the two, and even beyond Barka, as far as the more westerly 
Grecian colony called IIesperides, was in the days of Skylax 
provided with commodious ports for refuge or landing :3 at what 

1 IIcrodot. iv, 159. 
• Ilerodot. ii, 180-181. 

3 Hcrodot. iv, 160; Skylax, c. 107; llekatreus, Frngm. 300, ed. Klausen. 
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time Ile$perides was founded we do not know, but it existed 
about 510 B.c.l Whether Arkesilaus obstructed the foundation 
of Barka is not certain; but he marched the Kyrenrean forces 
against those revolted Libyans who had joined it. Unable to 
resist, the latter fled for refuge to their more easterly brethren 
near the borders of Egypt, and Arkesilaus pursued them. At 
length, in a district called Leukon, the fugitives found an oppor
tunity of attacking him at such prodigious advantage, that they 
almost destroyed the Kyrenman army, seven thousand hoplites (as 
has been before intimated) being left dead on the field. Arkesi
laus did not long survive this disaster. Ile was strangled during 
sickness by his brother Learchus, who aspired to the throne; but 
Eryxo, widow of the deceased prince,2 avenged the crime, by 
causing Learchus to be assassinated. 

That the credit of the Battiad princes was impaired by such 
a series of disasters and enormities, we can readily believe. But 
it received a still greater shock from the circumstance, that Bat
tus the Third, son and successor of Arkesilaus, was lame and 
deformed in his feet.. To be governed by a man thus personally 
disabled, was in the mind~ of the Kyrenreans an indignity not to 
be borne, as well as an excuse for preexisting discontents; and 
the resolution was taken to send to the Delphian oracle for 
advice. They were directed by the priestess to invite from 
liiantineia, a moderator, empowered to close discussions and 
provide a scheme of government, -the Mantineans selecting 
Demonax, one of the wisest of their citizens, to solve the same 
problem which had been committed to Solon at Athens. By 
his arrangement, the regal prerogative of the Battiad line "·as 
terminated, and a republican government established seemingly 
about 543 B.c. ; the dispossessed prince retaining both the 

1 IIerodot. iv, 204. 
2 Herodot. iv, 160. Plutarch (De Virtntibns Mnlier. p. 261) and Polyre

nns (viii, 41) give various details of this stratagem on the part of Eryxo; 
Learchns being in love with her. Plutarch also states that Lcarchns main
tained himself as despot for some time by the aid of }~gyptian troops from 
Amasis, and committed great cruelties. His story has too much the air 
of a romance to be transcribed into the text, nor do I know from what 
authority it is taken. 
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landed domains t and the various sacerdotal functions which had 
belonged to his predecessors. 

Respecting the government, as newly framed, however, Herod
otus unfortunately gives us hardly any particulars. Demonax 
classified the inhabitants of Kyr&ne into three tribes; composed 
of: 1. Ther:cans with their Libyan Perireki; 2. Greeks who 
had come from Peloponnesus and Krcte; 3. Such Greeks as 
had come from all other islands in the JEg~an. It appears, too, 
that a senate was constituted, taken doubtless from these three 
tribes, and we may presume, in equal proportion. It seems 
probable that there had licen before no constitutional classifica
tion, nor political privilege, except what was vested in the The
ra:ans, - that these latter, the descendants of the original colo
nists were the only persons hitherto known to tlte constitution, 
and that the remaining Greeks, though free landed proprietors 
and hoplitcs, were not permitted to act as an integral part of the 
body politic, nor distributed in tribes at all.\! The whole powers 

1 IIerodot. iv. 161. Tl,j (3a<JtAft Burr<,.> n1d:vw •i-;1:/.i:>v Kat lpwrivvar, rU. 
uAAa n:avra ra n:porrpov eixov ol 13arit~.eir lr 11foov r(J oflflr,.> li'J17Ke. 

I construe the word nµivw as meaning all the domains, doubtless large, 
which had belonged to the Rattiad princes; contrary to Thrige (Ilistoria 
Cyrcnes, ch. 38, p. 150 ), who restricts the expre8'ion to revenues derived 
from sacred property. The reference of 'yesscling to liesych. - Barrov 
ail.</uov - is of no a mil for illustrating this passage. 

The supposition of 0. J\liiller, that the preceding king had made himself 
despotic by means of Egyptian soldiers, appears to me neither probable in 
itself, nor admissible upon the simple authority of l'lntarch's romantic 
story, when we take into consideration the silence of Herodotns. Nor is 
J\Iiillcr correct in affirming that Demonax "restored the supremacy of the 
community:" that legislator snpcrsedetl the old kingly political privileges, 
and· framed a new constitution (see 0. Miillcr, History of Dorians, b. iii, 
eh. 9. s. 1.3.) 

2 Both 0. J\liiller (Dor. b. iii, 4, 5), and Thrige (Hist. Cyrcn. c. 38, p. 
148), speak of Demonax as having abolished the old trihcs and created 
new ones. I do not conceive the change in this manner. Dcmonax ditl 
not abolish any tribes, but distributed for the first time the inhabitants into 
tribes. It is possihle indeed that, before his time, the Thcrmans of Kyrene 
may have been divided among themselves into distinct tribes; but the 
other inhabitants, having emigrated from a great nnmbcr of different 
places, had never before been thrown into tribes at all. Some formal 
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of government, - up to this time vested in the Ilattiad princes, 
subject only to such check, how effective we know not, wl1ich the 
citizens of Therxan origin might be able to interpose, - were 
now transferred from the prince to the people ; that is, to certain 
individuals or assemblies chosen somehow from among all the 
citizens. There existed at Kyrene, as at Thera and Sparta, a 
board of Ephors, and a band of three hundred armed police,1 
analogous to those who were called the Hippeis, or Horsemen, at 
Sparta: whether these were instituted by Demonax, we do not 
know, nor does the identity of titular office, in different states, 
afford safe ground for inferring identity of power. This is par
ticularly to be remarked with regard to the Periceki at Kyrene, 
who were perhaps more analogous to the Helots than to the 
Periccki of Sparta. The fact that the Periccki were considered 
in the new constitution as belonging specially to the Therxan 
branch of citizens, shows that these latter still continued a privi
leged order, like the Patricians with their Clients at Rome in 
relation to the Plebs. 

That the rearrangement introduced by Demonax was wise, 
consonant to the general current of Greek feeling, and calculated 
to work well, there is good reason to believe : and no discontent 
within would have subverted it without the aid of extraneous 
force. Battus the Lame acquiesced in it peaceably during his 
life ; but his widow and his son, Pheretime and Arkesilaus, 
raised a revolt after his death, and tried to regain by force the 
kingly privileges of the family. They were worsted and obliged 
to flee, - the mother to Cyprus, the son to Sa mos, - where 
both employed themselves in procuring foreign arms to invade 
and conquer Kyrene. Though Pheretime could obtain no effec
tive aid from Euelthon prince of Salamis in Cyprus, her son was 
more successful in Samos, by inviting new Greek settlers to 
K yrene, under promise of a redistribution of the land. A large 

enactment or regulation was necessary for this pt1rpose, to define and sanc
tion that religious, social, and political communion, which went to make 
up the idea of the Tribe. It is not to be assumed, as a matter of course, 
that there must necessarily have been tribes anterior to Demonax, among 
a population so miscellaneous in its origin. 

1 Hesyehius, TptaKariot; Eustath. ad Hom. Odyss. p. 303 ; IIcraklcides 
Pontic. De Polit. c. 4. 
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body of emigrants joined him on this promise ; the period seem
ingly being favorable to it, since the Ionian cities had not long 
before become subject to Persia, and were discontented with the 
yoke. But before he conducted this numerous band against his • 
native city, he thought proper to ask the advice of the Delphian 
oracle. Success in the undertaking was promised to him, but 
moderation and mercy after success was emphatically enjoined, 
on pain of losing his life ; and the Battiad race was declared by 
the god to be destined to rule at Kyrene for eight generations, 
but no longer, - as far as four princes named Battus and four 
named Arkesilaus.1 "J\Iore than such eight generatioll3 (said 
the Pythia), Apollo forbids the Battiads even to aim at." This 
oracle was doubtless told to Herodotus by Kyrem~an informants 
when he visited their city after the final deposition of the Bat
tiad princes, which took place in the person of the fourth Arke
silaus, between 460-450 B.c.; the invasion of Kyrene by Ar- . 
kesilaus the Third, sixth prince of the Battiad race, to which 
the oracle professed to refer, ha~ing occurred about 530 B.c. 
The words placed in the mouth of the priestess doubtle~s date 
from the later of these two periods, and afford a specimen of the 
way in which pretended prophecies are not only made up by 
antedating after-knowledge, but are also so contrived as to serve 
a present purpose. For the distinct prohibition of the god, "not 
even to aim at a longer lineage than eight Battiad princes," 
seems plainly intended to deter the partisans of the dethroned 
family from endeavoring to reinstate them. 

Arkesilaus the Third, to whom this prophecy purports to have 
been addressed, returned with his mother Pheretime and his 
army of new colonists to Kyrene. Ile was strong enough to 
carry all before him,- to expel some of his chief opponents and 
seize upon others, whom he sent to Cypress to be destroyed; 
though the vessels were driven out of their course by storms to 
the peninsula of Knidus, where the inhabitants rescued the 
prisoners and sent them to Thera. Other Kyrcnreans, opposed 
to the Ilattiads, took refuge in a lofty private tower, the property 

1 Herouot. iv, 163. 'Err1 µ'i:v Tfocrepa, BuTTov~-, 1rnt 'Api;;ecrtl.i.w~ Tfocrepar, 
Otool vµZv Ao;i1" {3acrtA6VELV Kvp~V1/~. rrAiov µivTOL TOVTOV ovoe rretpii.u&at 
frapaivia. 
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of AglOmaclrns, wherein Arkesilaus caused them all to be burned, 
heaping wood around and setting it on fire. Ilut after this career 
of triumph and revenge, he became conscious that he had de
parted from the mildness enjoined to him by the oracle, and 

, sought to avoid the punishment which it had threatened by 
retiring from Kyrene. At any rate, he departed from Kyrene 
to Ilarka, to the residence of the Barkman prince, his kinsman 
Alazir, whose daughter he had married. Ilut he found in Ilarka 
some of the unfortunate men who had fled from Kyrene to 
escape him: these exiles, aided by a few Ilarkmans, watched for 
a suitable moment to assail him in the market-place, and slew 
him, together with his kinsman the prince Alazir.1 

The victory of Arkesilaus at Kyrene, and his assassination at 
Barka, are doubtless real facts; but they seem to have been 
compressed together and incorrectly colored, in order to give to 
the death of the Kyrenrean prince the appearance of a divine 
judgment. For the reign of Arkesilaus cannot have been very 
short, since events of the utmost importance occurred within it. 
The Persians under Kambyses conquered Egypt, and both the 
Kyrenman and the Ilarkrean prince sent to l\femphis to make 
their submission to the conqueror,-offering presents and impos
ing upon themselves an annual tribute. The presents of the 
Kyrenreans, five hundred minre of silver, were considered by 
Kambyses so contemptibly small, that he took hold of them at 
once and threw them among his soldiers. And at the moment 
when Arkesilaus died, Aryandes, the Persian satrap after the 
death of Kambyses, is found established in Egypt.2 

During the absence of Arkesilaus at Ilarka, his mother Phere
time had acted as regent, taking her place at the discussions in 
the senate; but when his death took place, and the feeling 
against the Battiads manifested itself strongly at Barka, she <lid 
not feel powerful enough to put it down, and went to Egypt to 
solicit aid from Aryandes. The satrap, being made to believe 
that Arkesilaus had met his death in consequence of steady 
devotion to the Persians, sent a herald to Barka to demand the 
men who had slain him. The Barkreans assumed the collective 

1 Herodot. iv, 163-164. 1 Herodot. iii, 13; iv, 165-166 
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responsibility of the act, saying that he had done them injuries 
both numerous and severe, - a farther proof that his reign 
cannot have been very short. On receiving this reply, the 
satrap immediately despatched a powe1ful Persian armament, 
land-force as well as sea-force, in fulfilment of the designs of 
Pheretime against Barka. They besieged the town for nine 
months, trying to storm, to batter, and to undermine the walls; 2 

but their efforts were vain, and it was taken at last only by an 
act of the grossest perfidy. Pretending to relinquish the attempt 
in despair, the Persian general concluded a treaty with the 
Barkreans, wherein it was stipulated that the latter should con
tinue to pay tribute to the Great King, but that the army should 
retire without farther hostilities: "I swear it (said the Persian 
general), and my oath shall hold good, as long as this earth shall 
keep its place." But the spot on which the oaths were ex
changed had been fraudulently prepared: a ditch had been 
excavated and covered with hurdles, upon which again a surface 
of earth had been laid. The Barkreans, confiding in the oath, 
and overjoyed at their liberation, immediately opened their 
gates and relaxed their guard; while the Persians, breaking 
down the hurdles and letting fall the superimposed earth, so 
that they might comply with the letter of their oath, assaulted 
the city and took it without difficulty. 

l\Iiserable was the fate whic11 Pherctime had in reserve for 
these entrapped prisoners. She crucified the chief opponents of 
herself and her late son around the walls, on which were also 
affixed the brea.~ts of their ~vivcs: then, with the exception of 
such of the inhabitants as were Battiad;;, and noway concerned in 
the death of Arke~ilaus, she consigned the rest to slavery in 
Persia. They were carried away captive into the Persian 
empire, where Darius assigned to them a village in Baktria as 
their place of abode, which still bore the name of Barka, even in 
the days of Herodotus. 

During the course of this expedition, it appears, the Persian 
army advanced as far as Hesperides, and reduced many of the 
Libyan tribes to subjection: these, together with Kyrene and 

1 Polyrenus (Stmtcg. vii, 28) gives a narrative in many respects different 
from this of Herodotus. 
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Barka, figure among the tributaries and auxiliaries of Xerxes in 
his expedition against Greece. And when the army returned to 
Egypt, by order of Aryandes, they were lialf inclined to seize 
Kyrene itself in their way, though the opportunity was missed 
aud the purpose left unaccomplbhe<l.1 

Pheretime accompanied the retreating army to Egypt, where 
she died shortly of a loathsome disease, consumed by worms; 
thus showing, says IIero<lotus,g that "excessive cruelty in re
venge brings down upon men the displeasure of the gods." It 
will be recollected that in the veins of this savage woman the 
Libyan blood was intermixed with the Grecian. Political en
mity in Greece proper kills, but seldom if ever mutilates or 
sheds the blood, of women. · 

·we thus ·1eave Kyrene and Barka again subject to Battiad 
princes, at the same time• that; they are tributaries of Persia. 
Another Battus and another Arkesilaus have to intervene before 
the glass of this worthless dynasty is run out, between 4G0-450 
B.C. I shall not at present carry the reader's attention to this 
last Arkesilaus, who stands honored by t~o chariot victories in 
Greece, and two fine odes of Pindar. 

The victory of the third Arkesilaus, and the restoration of the 
Battiads, broke up the equitable constitution established by De
monax. His triple classification into tribes must have been 
completely remodelled, though we <lo not know how. For the 
number of new colonists whom Arkesilaus introduced must have 
necessitated a fresh distribution of land, and it is extremely 
doubtful whether the relation of the Ther[Can class of citizens 
with their Perireki, as establbhed by Demonax, still continued 
to subsist. It is necessary to notice this fact, because the ar
rangements of Demonax are spoken of by some authors as if 
they formed the permanent constitution of Kyrene; whereas 
they cannot have outlived the restoration of the Battiads, nor 
can they even have been revived after that dynasty was finally 
expelled, since the number of new citizens and the large change 
of property, introduced by Arkesilaus the Third, would render 
them inapplicable to the subsequent city. 

1 IIerodot. iv, 203-204. 2 llerodot. iv, 205. 

VOL. IV. 3 4oc. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

PAJ.'{-HELLE:NIC FESTIVALS- OLYMPIC, PYTHIA:N, NE~IEA...~, 


A:N'D ISTH1IIA:N'. 


IN the preceding chapters I have been under the necessity of 
presenting to the reader a picture altogether incoherent and 
destitute of central effect, - to specify briefly each of the two or
three hundred towns which agreed in bearing the Hellenic 
name, and to recount its birth and early life, as far as our 
evidence goes,- but without being able to point out any action 
and reaction, exploits or sufferings,• prosperity or misfortune, 
glory or disgrace, common to all. To a great degree, this is 
a characteristic inseparable from the history of Greece from its 
beginning to its end, for the only political unity which it ever 
receives is the melanoholy unity of subjection under all-conquer
ing Rome. Nothing short of force will efface in the mind of a 
free Greek the idea of his city as an autonomous and separate 
organization; the village is a fraction, but the city is an unit, 
and the highest of all political units, not admitting of being con
solidated with others into a ten or a hundred, to the sacrifice of 
its own separate and individual mark. Such is the character 
of the race, both in their primitive country and in their colonial 
settlements, - in their early as well as ill their late history, 
splitting by natural fracture into a multitude of self-administer
ing, indivisible cities. But that which marks the early histori
cal period before Peisistratus, and which impresses upon it an 
incoherence at once so fatiguing and so irremediable, is, that as 
yet no causes have arisen to counteract this political isolation. 
Each city, whether progressive or stationary, prudent or adven
turous, turbulent or tranquil, follows out its own thread of exist
ence, having no partnership or common purposes with the rest, 
and not yet constrained into any active partnership with them by 
extraneous forces. In like manner, the races which on every 
side surround the Hellenic world. appear distinct and uncon
nected, not yet taken up into any cooperating mass or system. 
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Contemporaneously with the accession of Peisistratus, this 
state of things becomes altered both in and out of Hcllas, - the 
former as a consequence of the latter: for at that time begins 
the formation of the great Persian empire, which absorbs into 
itself not only Upper Asia and Asia :1\linor, but also Phenicia, 
Egypt, Thrace, l\Iacedonia, and a considerable number of the 
Grecian cities themselves ; and the common danger, threatening 
the greater states of Greece proper from this vast aggregate, 
drives them, in spite of great reluctance and jealousy, into ac
tive union. Hence arises a new impulse, counterworking the 
natural tendency to political isolation in the Hellenic cities, 
and centralizing their proceedings to a certain extent for the two 
centuries succeeding 5GO n.c.; Athens and Sparta both availing 
themselves of the centralizing tendencies which had grown out 
of the Persian war. But during the interval between 77G-560 
B.c., no such tendency can be traced even in commencement, 
nor any constraining force calculated to bring it about. Even 
'l'hucydi<les, as we may see by his excellent preface, knew of 
nothing during these two centuries except separate city-politics 
and occasional wars between neighbors: the only event, accord
ing to him, in which any considerable number of Grecian cities 
were jointly concerned, was the war between Chalkis and 
Eretria, the date of which we do not know. In this war, several 
cities took part as allies; Samos, among others, with Eretria,
1\Iiletus with Chalkis: 1 how far the alliances of either may 
have extended, we have no evidence to inform us, but the 
presumption is that no great number of Grecian cities was 
comprehended in them. Such as it was, however, this war 
between Chalkis and Eretria was the nearest approach, and the 
only approach, to a Pan-Uellenic proceeding which Thucydides 
indicates between the Trojan and the Per:;ian wars. Both he 
and Herodotus present this early period only by way of preface 
and contrast to that which follows, -when the Pan-Hellenic 
spirit and tendencies, though never at any time predominant, 
yet counted for a powerful element in history, and sensibly 
modified the universal instinct of city-isolation. They tell us 
little about it, either because they could find no trustworthy 

' Tlmey11. i, 15. 
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informants, or because there was nothing in it to captivate the 
imagination in the same manner as the Persian or the Pelopon
ncsian wars. From whatever cause their silence arises, it is 
<lecply to be regretted, since the phenomena of tl;ie two centuries 
from 7iG-5GO n.c., though not susceptible of any central group
ing, must have presented the most instructive matter for study, 
l1ad they been preserved. In no period of history have there 
ever been formed a greater number of new political communities, 
umlcr much variety of circumstances, personal as well as local. 
An<l a few chronicles, however destitute of philosophy, reporting 
the exact march of some of these colonies from their commence
ment, - amid~t all the difficulties attendant on amalgamation 
with strange nnth·es, as well a.~ on a fresh <listribution of land, 
- would have added greatly to our knowledge both of Greek 
character and Greek social existence. 

Taking the two centuries now under review, then, it will 
appear that there is not only no growing political unity among 
the Grecian states, but a tendency even to the contrary,-to 
dissemination an<l mutual estrangement. Xot so, however, in 
rrgard to the other feelings of unity capable of subsisting between 
men who acknowledge no common political authority,-sympa
thil':> founded on common religion, language, belief of race, 
h•gn1d~, tastes nnd customs, intellectual appelencies, sense of 
proportion nud artistic excellence, recreative enjoyments, etc. 
On all these points the manifestations of Hellenic unity become 
more and more pronounced and compreheni'ive, in spite of 
incn•nscd politil'nl disscwination, throughout the same period. 
Thl1 l1r(•:ulth of l'ummon sentiment and sympathy between Greek 
mid Greek, togl•t ln'r with the conception of multitudinoll5 
l'l't·iotlical met•tings a:> nn imli:.:.pemable portion of existence, 
nppPnrs th'l'itblly g-reall'l" in 5.GO B.c. than it had been a century 
hl'luro. It. wns t'tistl'rcd by the increa~ed conviction of the 
1<11pl•riority of Greeks ns compared with foreigneN,-a comfo
tiou gm,lunlly more nnd more ju,;titlcd as Grecian art and intel
lt•d. iinpron•,\, lllHl ns thl' rnrn'y of foreign countries became 
t•xtt•1t1kt\, - n,; Wl'll ns by the many new etforts of men of genius 
in thti tit•l,\ of mush\ iioetry, statuary, nntl ard1itecture, each of 
whom ttnu·ht•d l'l1onls of f,•ding bdonging to other Greeks 
h1mlly lt•ss than to his own peculiar city. At the s..'Ulle time, the 
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life of each peculiar city continues distinct, and even gathers to 
itself a greater abundance of facts and internal interests. So 
that during the two centuries now under review there was in the 
mind of every Greek an increase both of the city-feeling and of 
the Pan-Hellenic feeling, but on the other 11and a decline of the 
old sentiment of separate race, - Doric, Ionic, JEolic. 

I have already, in my former -volume, touched upon the many
sided character of the Grecian religion, entering as it did into 
all the enjoyments and sufferings, the hopes and fears, the affec
tions and antipathies, of the people,-not simply imposing 
restraints and obligations, but protecting, multiplying, and diver
sifying all the social pleasures and all the decorations of exist
ence. Each city and even each village had its peculiar religious 
festivals, wherein the sacrifices to the gods were usually followed 
by public recreations of one kind or other, - by feasting on the 
victims, processional marches, singing and dancing, or competition 
in strong and active exercises. The festival was originally local, 
but friendship or communion of race was shown by inviting 
others, non-residents, to partake in its attractions. In the case 
of a colony and its metropolis, it was a frequent practice that 
citizens of the metropolis were honored with a privileged seat at 
the festivals of the colony, or that one of their number was 
presented with the first taste of the sacrificial victim.I Ifocipro
cal frequentation of religious festivals was thus the standing 
evidence of friendship and fraternity among cities not politically 
united. That it must have existed to a certain degree from the 
earliest days, there can be no reasonable doubt ; though in 
Homer and Hesiod we £n<l only the celebration of funeral 
games, by a chief at his own private expense, in honor of his 
deceased father or friend, - with all the accompanying recrea
tions, however, of a public festival, and with strangers not only 

I Thncyd. i, 26. Sec the talc in Pansanias (,·, 25, I) of the ancient chorus 
sent annually from J\Icssene in Sicily across the strait to Rhcgium, to a 
local festival of the Rhcgians, -thirty-five boys with a chorus-master and 
a flute-player: on one unfortunate occasion, all of them perished in cross
ing. For the Theory (or solemn religious deputation) periodically sent by 
the Athenians to Delos, see Plutarch, Nicias, c. 3 ; !'Jato, Pbredon, c. I, p. 
58. Compare also Strabo, ix, p. 419, on the general subject. 
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present, but also contending for valuable prizes.1 l~assing to 
historical Greece during the seventh century B. c., we find 
evidence of two festivals, even then very considerable, and 
frequented by Greeks from many <lifforent cities and districts, 
the festival at Delos, in honor of Apollo, the great place of 
meeting for Ionians throughout the ..lEgean, - and the Olympic 
games. The Homeric Hymn to the Delian Apollo, which must 
be placed earlier than GOO n.c., dwells with emphasis on the 
splendor of the Delian festival, -unrivalled throughout Greece, 
as it would appear, during all the first period of this history, for 
wealth, finery of attire, and variety of exhibitions as well in 
poetical genius as in bodily activity,2-equalling probably at that 
time, if not surpassing, the Olympic games. The complete and 
undimini8hed grandeur of this Delian Pan-Ionic festival i;; one 
of our chief marks of the first period of Grecian history, before 
the comparative prostration of the Ionic Greeks through the rise 
of Persia: it was celebrated periodically in every fourth year, to 
the honor of Apollo and Artemis. It was distinguished from 
the Olympic games by two circumstances both deserving of 
notice, - first, by including solemn matches not only of gymnas
tic, but also of musical and poetical excellence, whereas the 
latter had no place at Olympia; secondly, by the admission of 
men, women, and children indiscriminately as spectators, whereas 
women were formally excluded from the Olympic ceremony.a 
Such exclusion may have depended in part on the inland situa
tion of Olympia, less easily approachable by females than the 
island of Delos ; but even making allowance for this circum
stance, both the one distinction and the other mark the rougher 
character of the JEtolo-Dorians in Peloponnesus. The Delian 
festival, which greatly dwindled away during the subjection of 
the Asiatic and insular Greeks to Persia, was revived after
wards by Athens during the pe1·iod of her empire, when she was. 
seeking in every way to strengthen her central ascendency in the 

1 Homer, Iliad, xi, 879, xxiii, 6i9; Hesiod, Opp. Di. 651. 
1 Homer, Hymn. Apoll. 150; Thncyd. iii, 104. 
3 Pausan. v, 6, 5; JE!ian, N. H. x, 1 ; Thucyd. iii, 104. "When Ephesus, 

and the festival called Ephesia, had become the great place of Ionic 
meeting, the presence of women was still continued (Dionys. Ila!. A. R. 
iv, 25). 
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JEgean. Ilut though it continued to be ostentatiously celebrated 
under her management, it never regained that commanding 
sanctity and crowded frequentation which we find attested in the 
Homeric Hymn to Apollo for its earlier period. 

Very different was the fate of the Olympic festival,- on the 
banks of the Alpheiusl in Peloponnesus, near the old oracular 
temple of the Olympian Zeus, - which not only grew up unin
terruptedly from small beginnings to the maximum of Pan
IIellenic importance, but even preserved its crowds of visitors 
and its celebrity for many centuries after the extinction of 
Greek freedom, and only received its final abolition, after more 
than eleven hundred years of continuance, from the decree of 
the Christian emperor Theodosius in 394 A.D. I have already 
recounted, in the preceding volume of this history, the attempt 
made by Pheidon, despot of Argos, to restore to the Pisatans, or 
to acquire for himself, the administration of this festival, - an 
event which proves the importance of the festival in Pelopon
nesus, even so early as 740 R.c. At that time, and for some 
years afterwards, it seems to ham been frequented chiefly, if not 
exclusively, by the neighboring inhabitants of central and wes
tern Peloponnesus, - Spartans, :Messenians, Arkadians, Triphy
lians, Pisatans, Eleians, and Ach~ans,2 - and it forms an 
important link connecting the Etolo-Eleians, and their privileges 
as Agonothets to solemnize and preside over it, with Sparta. 
From the year 720 n.c., we trace positive evidences of the grad
ual presence of more distant Greeks, - Corinthians, l\Iegarians, 
Ilceotians, Athenians, and even Smyrn~ans from Asia. 

We observe also another proof of growing importance, in the 
increased number and variety of matches exhibited to the specta
tors, and in the substitution of the simple crown of olive, an hon
orary reward, in place of the more substantial present which the 
Olympic festival and all other Grecian festivals began by confer
ring upon the victor. The humble constitution of the Olympic 
games presented originally nothing more than a match of runners 

1 Strabo, viii, p. 353; l'indar, Olymp. viii, 2; Xenophon, Hellen. iv, 7, 
2 j iii, 2, 22. 

9 See K. F. Hermann, Lehrbuch der Griechischcn Staats-Alterthiimer, 
sect. 10. 
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in the measured course called the Stadium: a continuous series 
of the victorious runners was formally inscribed and preserved 
by the Eleians, beginning with Korrebus in 776 B. c., and 
was made to serve by chrono1ogieal inquirers from the third 
century n.c. dowmYards, as a means of measuring the chron
ological sequence of Grecian events. It was on the occasion of 
the 7th Olympiad after Korrebus, that Daikles the 1\Iessenian 
first received for his victory in the stadium no farther recompense 
than a wreath from the sacred olive-tree near Olympia :1 the 
honor of being proclaimed victor was found sufficient, without any 
pecuniary addition. Rut until the 14th Olympiad, there was no 
other mntch for the spectators to witness beside that of simple 
runners in the stadium. On that occasion a second race was first 
introduced, of run~1ers in the double stadium, or up and down the 
course; in the next, or 15th Olympiad (720 B.c.), a third match, 
the long course for runners, or several times up and down the 
stadinm. There were thus three races, - the simple stadium, 
the double stadium, or diaulos, and the long course, or dolichos, 
all for runners, - which continued without addition until the 18th 
Olympiad, when the wrestling-match and the complicated pen
tathlon - including jumping, running, the quoit, the javelin, and 
wrestling-were both added. A farther novelty appears in the 
23d Olympiad (688 n.c.), the boxing-match; and another, still 
more important, in the 2.5th (GSO n.c.), the chariot with four foll
grown horses. This last-mentioned addition is deserving of special 
notice, not merely as it diversified the scene by the introduction 
ot horses, but aho as it brought in a totally new class of compet
itors, - rich men and women, who possessed the finest horses and 
could hire the most skilful drivers, without any personal superi
ority, or power of bodily di;;play, in themselves.\! The prodigious 

1 Dionys. IIalikarn. Ant. Hom. i, 71; I'hlegon, De Olympiml. p. 140. For 
nn illn,tration of the stress lni<l hy the Greeks on the purely honorary 
rcwnnls of Olympi,1, and on the crccJit whieh they took to themselves as 
competitors, not for money, but for glory, sec Ilcrodot. Yiii, 26. Compare 
the Seholia on I'indar, Xem. nnd J,;thm. Argument, pp. 425-514, ed. 
nocekh. 

2 Sec the.sentiment of AgcsilatB, somewhnt contemptuous, respecting 
the chariot-race, ns described by Xenophon (Agcsilaus, ix, G); the general 
feeling of Greece, however, is more in conformity with what Thucydides 
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exhibition of wealth in which the chariot proprietors indulged, is 
not only an evidence of growing importance in the Olympic games, 
but also served materially to increase that importance, and to 
heighten the interest of spectators. Two farther matches were 
added in the 33d Olympiad (648 n.c.), - the pankration, or box
ing and wrestling conjoine<l,1 with the hand unarmed or divested 
of that hard leather cestus 2 worn by the pugilist, which rendered 
the blow of the latter more terrible, but at the same time pre
vented him from grasping or keeping hold of his adversary, 
and the single race-horse. l\fany other novelties were introduced 
one after the other, which it is unnecessary fully to enumerate,
the race between men clothed in full panoply, and bearing each 
his shield, - the different matches between boys, analogous to 
those between full-grown men, and between colts, of the same 
nature as between full-grown horses. At the maximum of its 
attraction the Olympic solemnity occupied five days, but until the 
77th Olympiad, all the various matches had been compressed into 
one, - beginning at daybreak and not al ways closing before 
dark.3 The 77th Olympiad follows immediately after the success

(vi, 16) puts into the mouth of Alkibiadcs, and Xenophon into that of 
Simonidcs (Xenophon, Hiero, xi, 5). The great respect attached to a 
family which had gained chariot vfotories is amply attested: see Hcrodot. 
vi, 35, 36, 103, I26,-oltci11 rel'11nrrrr6rpo'f>o1:,-and vi, 70, about Demaratus 
king of Sparta. 

1 Antholog. Palatin. ix, 588; vol. ii, p. 299, Jacobs. 
2 The original Greek word for this covering (which surrounded the 

middle hand and upper portion of the fingers, leaving both the ends of the 
fingers and the thumb- exposed) was lµil>, the word for a thong, strap, or 
whip, of leather: the special word µvp1111t; seems to have been afterwards 
introduced (IIcsychius, v, 'Iµu!:): see Homer, Iliad, xxiii, 686. Cestus, or 
Crestus, is the Latin word (Virg. JEn. Y, 404), the Greek word 1m;ror; is an 
adjective annexed to lµilr; -1ceurov lµuvra- rro?.vuuror; lµui- (Iliad, xiv, 
214; iii, 371 ). See Pausan. viii, 40, 3, for the description of the incident 
which caused an alteration in this hand-covering at the Nemean games: 
nl timately, it was still farther hardened by the addition of iron. 

3 'A€"1A.1Jv rreµrra11fpovr; ilµiA.A.ar,- Pindar, Olymp. v, 6: compare Schol. 
ad Pindar. Olymp. iii, 33. 

See the facts respecting the OIJ1npic Agon collected by Corsini (Disser
tationes Agonisticre, Dissert. i, sects. 8, 9, IO), and still more amply set 
forth with a valuable commentary, by Krause (Olympia, oder Darstellung 
der grosscn Olympischen Spiele, \Vien, 1838, sects. 8-1 I especially). 

8• 
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ful expulsion of the Persian in-rnders from Greece, when the 
Pan-Hellenic feeling had been keenly stimulated by resistance to 
a common enemy; and we may easily conceive that this was a 
suitable moment for imparting additional dignity to the chief 
national festival. 

'Ve are thus enabled partially to trace the steps by which, 
during the two centuries succeeding 776 B.c., the festival of the 
Olympic Zeus in the Pisatid gradually passed from a local to a 
national character, and acquired an attractive force capable of 
bringing together into temporary union the dispersed fragments 
of Hellas, from l\Iarseilles to Trebizond. In this important 
function it did not long stand alone. During the sixth century 
B.c., three other festivals, at first local, became successively 
nationalized, - the Pythia near Delphi, the Isthmia, near Cor
inth, the Nemea near Kleonre, between Sikyon and Argos. 

In regard to the Pythian festival, we find a short notice of the 
particular incidents and individuals by whom its reconstitution 
and enlargement were brought about, - a notice the more inter
esting, inasmuch as these very incidents are themselves a mani
festation of something like Pan-Hellenic patriotism, standing 
almost alone in an age which presents little else in operation 
except distinct city-interests. At the time when the Homeric 
Hymn to the Delphinian ApoIIo was composed (probably in the 
seventh century B.c.), the Pythian festival had as yet acquired 
little eminence. The rich and holy temple of Apollo was then 
purely oracular, established for the purpose of communicating tu 
pious inquirers "the counsels of the immortals." :Multitudes of 
visitors came to consult it, as well as to sacrifice victims and to 
deposit costly offerings ; but while the god delighted in the 
sound of the harp as an accompaniment to the singing of p::cans, 
he was by no means anxious to encourage horse-races and chariot
races in the neighborhood, - nay, this psalmist considers that the 
noise of horses would be "a nuisance," the drinking of mules a 
<lesecration to the sacred fountains, and the ostentation of flne
built chariots objectionable,t as tending to divert the attention of 
spectators away from the great temple and its wealth. 

1 Hom. Hymn. Apoll. 262. 
II71µaviet u, alel KTvrrO~ Z1irrCJv WKetUlJv, 
'Apcloµevoi T' ovpi;r~ iµo!v lrpwv U\TO 'lr1/Yf(j'V. 
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From such inconveniences the god was protected by placing 
his sanctuary "in the rocky Pytho," - a rugged and uneven 
recess, of no great dimensions, embosomed in the southern 
declivity of Parnassus, and about two thousand fe!'t above the 
level of the sea, while the topmost Parnassian summits reach a 
height of near eight thousand feet. The situation was extremely 
imposing, bnt unsuited by nature for the congregation of any 
considerable number of spectators, - altogether impracticable for 
cl1ariot-races,-and only rendered practicable by later art and 
outlay for the theatre as well as for the stadium; the original 
stadium, when first established, was placed in the plain beneath. 
It furnished little means of subsistence, but the sacrifices and 
presents of visitors enabled the ministers of the temple to live in 
abundance,' and gathered together by degrees a village around 
it. Near the sanctuary of Pytho, and about the· same altitude, 
was situated the ancient Phocian town of Krissa, on a projecting 
spur of Parnassus, - overhung above by the line of rocky 
precipice called the Phrcdriades, and itself overhanging, below 
the deep ravine through which flows the :i:iver Pleistus. On the 
other side of this river rises the steep mountain IGrphis, which 
projects southward into the Corinthian gulf,- the river reaching 
that gulf through the broad Kriss<\:an or Kirrhrcan plain, which 
stretches westward nearly to the Lokrian town of" Amphissa; a 
plain for the most part fertile and productive, though least so in 

'Evi9a nr uvi9pC:nrwv {Jov"ii.i/<IETal Ei<Jop&arri9at 
"ApµaTU r' .tinrol17ra Kal t.Jxvrr60wv KrvrrOv Z1r"rrwv, 
'H v71ov re µiyav Kai Krhµara m)/,;1,' i:vi:ov•a. 

Also v, 288-394. yv&.?,wv {!11'0 IIapvhrroio - 484. inro 7rrvx2 Ilapvijrroto
Pindar, Pyth. viii, 90. IIvi9wvor lv yv&Ao1r-Strabo, ix, p. 418. 'lrETpwo[r 
;rwpiov Kai 1'1carpowler- Heliodorus, .iEthiop, ii, 26: compare 'Will. Giitte, 
Das Dclphische Orakel (Leipzig, 1839), pp. 39-42. 

1 Bwµoi µ' lcpep(Jov, OV'lrtWV r' iiet !;ivor, says Ion (in Euripides, Ion. 334) 
the slave of Apollo, and the verger of his Dclphian temple, who waters it 
from the Kastalian spring, sweeps it with laurel boughs, and keeps off with 
his bow and arrows the obtrusi,·e birds (Ion, 105, 143, 154). 'Vhoever 
reads the description of Professor U1richs (Reisen und Forschungcn in 
Griechenland, C"h. 7, p. 110) will see that the hirds-cagles, vultures, and 
crows-are quite numerous enough to have been exccedini:;ly troublesome. 
The whole play of Ion conveys a lively idea of the Delphian temple and 
its scenery, with whieh Euripides was douhtlcss familiar. 
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its eastern part immediately un<ler the Kirphis, where the sea
port Kirrha was placed.! The temple, the oracle, and the wealth 
of Pytho, belong to the very earliest periods of Grecian antiquity; 
but the octennial solemnity in honor of the god included at first 
no other competition except that of bards, who sang each a prean 
with the harp. It has been already mentioned, in my preceding 
volume, that the Amphiktyonic assembly held one of its half
ycarly meetings near the temple of Pytho, the other at Ther
mopylro. 

In those early times when the Homeric Hymn to Apollo was 
composed, the town of Krissa .appears to have been great and 
powerful, possessing all the broad plain between Parnassus, 
Kirphis, and the gulf, to which latter it gave its name,-and 
possessing also, what was a property not less valuable, the 

1 There is considerable perplexity respecting Krissa and Kirrha, and it 
still remains a qncktion among scholars whether the two names denote the 
same place or different place:;; the former is the opinion of 0. Muller 
(Orchomenos, p. 495). Strabo distinguishes the two, l'ausanias iclentifies 
them, conceiving no other town to have ever existecl except the seaport 
(x, 37, 4). Mannert (Geogr. Gr. Rom. viii, p. 148) follows Strabo, and 
represents them as different. 

I consider the latter to be the correct opinion, upon the grounds, and 
partly, also, on the careful topographi.cal examination of Professor lHrichs, 
which affords an excellent account of the whole scenery of Delphi (Reisen 
und Forschungen in Griechcnland, Dremen, 1840, chapters 1, 2, 3). The 
ruins described by him on the high ground near Kastri, called the Forty 
Saints, may fairly he considered as tl11c ruins of Kris,;a; the ruins of Kirrha. 
are on the sea-shore near the moutl~ of the l'lcistus. The plain beneath 
might without impropriety be called either the Krissrean or the Kirrhrean 
plain (Heroclot. viii, 32; Strabo, ix, p. 419). Though Strabo was right in 
distinguishing Krissa from Kirrha, and right al:;o in the position of the 
latter under Kirphis, he conceived incorrectly the situation of Ki.;ssa; and 
his representati~n that there were two war~, - in the first of which, Kirrha 
was destroye<l by the Krissmans, wl1ile in the second, Krissa. itself was 
conquered by the Amphiktyons, - is not confirmed by any other authority. 

The mere circumstance that Pindar gives us in three separate passages, 
Kpia(l, Kpt<1alov, Kpi<7aio1~ (Isth. ii, :26; Pyth. v, 49, vi, 18), and in five 
other passages, Ki/>p(l, Kippar, Kippa{fev (Pyth. iii, 33, vii, 14, viii, 26, x, 24, 
xi, 20), renders it almost certain tlu•t the two names belong to different 
places, and are not merely two different names for the same place; the 
poet could not in this case have any metrical reason for varying the denom
ination, as the metre of the two words is similar. 
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adjoining sanctuary of Pytho itself, which the Hymn identifies 
with Krissa, not indicating Delphi as a separate place. The 
Krissreans, doubtless, derived great profits from the number of 
visitors who came to visit Delphi, both by land and by sea, and 
Kirrha was originally only the name for their seaport. Gradu
ally, however, the port appears to have grown in importance at 
the expense of the town, just as Apollonia and Ptolemais came 
to equal Kyrene and Barka, and as Plymouth Dock has swelled 
into Devon port; while at the same time, the sanctuary of Pytho 
with its administrators expanded into the town of Delphi, and 
came to claim an independent existence of its own. The original 
relations between Krissa, Kirrha, and Delphi, were in this man
ner at length subverted, the first declining and the two latter 
rismg. The Krissreans found themselves dispossessed of the 
management of the temple, which passed to the Delphians, as 
well as of the profits arising from the visitors, whose disburse
ments went to enrich the inhabitants of Kirrha. Krissa was a 
primitive city of the Phocian name, and could boast of a place 
as such in the Homeric Catalogue, so that her loss of importance 
was not likely to be quietly endured. l\Ioreover, in addition to 
the above facts, already sutncient in themselves as seeds of quar
rel, we are told that the Kirrhreans abused their position as 
masters of the avenue to the temple by sea, and levied exorbit
ant tolls on the visitors who landed there, - a number constantly 
increasing from the multiplication of the transmarine colonies, 
and from the prosperity of those in Italy and Sicily. Besides 
such offence against fhe general Grecian public, they had also 
focurred the enmity of their Phocian neighbors by outrages 
upon women, Phocian as well as Argeian, who were returning 
from the temple.1 

Thus stood the case, apparently, about 595 B.c., when the 
Amphiktyonic meeting interfered - either prompted by the 

1 Athenreus, xiii, p. 560; .r"Eschines cont. Ktcsiphont. c. 36, p. 406; 
Strabo, ix, p. 418. Of the Akragallidre, or Kraugallidre, whom .lEschines 
mentions along with the Kirrhreans as another impious race who dwelt in 
the neighborhood of the god, - and who were overthrown along with the 
Kirrhreans,-we have no farther information. 0. :Muller's conjecture 
would identify them with the Dryopes (Dorians, i, 2, 5, and his Orchome
nos, p. 496) ; Harpokration, v, KpavyaAAioat. 
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Phocians, or perhaps on their own spontaneous impulse, out of 
regard to the temple - to punish the Kirrhreans. After a war 
of ten years, the first Sacred "'\Yar in Greece, this object was 
completely accomplished, by a joint force of Thessalians under 
Eurylochus, Sikyonians under Kleisthenes, and Athenians under 
Alkmmon; the Athenian Solon being the person who originated 
and enforced, in the Amphiktyonic council, the proposition of 
interference. Kirrha appears to have made a strenuous resist
ance until its supplies from the sea were intercepted by the uaval 
force of the Sikyonian Klcisthenes ; and even after the town 
was taken, its inhabitants defended themselves for i:;ome time 
on the heights of Kirphis.1 At length, however, they were 
thoroughly subdued. Their town was destroyed, or left to 
subsist merely as a landing-place; and the whole adjoining plain 
was consecrated to the Delphian god, whose domains thus 
touched the sea. Under this sentence, pronounced by the 
religious feeling of Greece, and sanctified by a solemn oath 
publicly sworn and inscribed at Delphi, the land was condemned 
to remain untilled and unplanted, without any species of human 
care, and serving only for the pasturage of cattle. The latter 
circumstance was convenient to the temple, inasmuch as it 
furnished abundance of victims for the pilgrims who lanJed and 
came to sacrifice,- for without preliminary sacrifice no man 
could consult the oracle; 2 while the entire prohibition of til
lage was the only means of obviating the growth of another 
troublesome neighbor on the sea-board. The fate of Kirrha 
in this war is ascertained : that of Krissa is not so clear, 
nor do we know whether it was destroyed, or left subsisting 
in a position of inferiority with regard to Delphi. From this 
time forward, however, the Delphian community appears as 
substantive and autonomous, exercising in their own right the 
management of the temple; though we shall find, on more than 
one occasion, that the Phocians contest this right, and lay claim 

1 Schol. nd Pindar. Pyth. Introduct.; Schol. ad Pindar. Nern. ix, 2; 
Plutarch, Solon, c. II; Pausan. ii, 9, 6. Pausanias (x, 37, 4) and Polyro
nus (Strateg. iii, 6) relate a stratagem of Solon, or of Enrylochus, to poison 
the water of the Kirrhroans with hellebore. 

• Eurip. Ion. 230. 
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to the management of it for themselves,I -a remnant of that 
early period when the oracle stood in the domain of the Pho
cian KriBsa. There seems, moreover, to have been a standing 
antipathy between the Delphians and the Phocians. 

The Sacred "\Var just mentioned, emanating from a solemn 
Amphiktyonic decree, carried on jointly by troops of different 
states whom we do not know to have ever before co(iperated, and 
directed exclusively towards an object of common interest, is in 
itself a fact of high importance as manifesting a decided growth 
of Pan-Hellenic feeling. Sparta is not named as interfering, 
a circumstance which seems remarkable when we consider both 
her power, even as it then stood, ant! her intimate connection 
with the Delphian oracle,-wl1ile the .Athenians appear as the 
prime movers, through the greatest and best of their citizens : 
the credit of a large-minded patriotism rests prominently upon 
them. 

But if this Sacred "\Var itself fa a proof that the Pan-Hellenic 
spirit was growing stronger, the positive result in which it ended 
reinforced that spirit still farther. The spoils of Kirrha were 
employed by the victorious allies in founding the Pythian games. 
The octennial festival hitherto celebrated at Delphi in honor of 
the god, including no other competition except in the harp and 
the p::ean, was.expanded into comprehensive games on the model 
of the Olympic, with matches not only of music, but also of 
gymnastics and chariots,- celelirated, not at Delphi itself, but 
on the maritime plain near the ruined Kirrha, - and under the 
direct superintendence of the Amphiktyons themselves. I have 
already mentioned that Solon provided large rewards for such 
Athenians as gained victories in the Olympic and Isthmian 
games, thereby indicating his sense of the great value of the na
tional games as a means of promoting Hellenic intercommunion. 
It was the same feeling which instigated the foundation of the new 
games on the Kirrh::ean plain, in commemoration of the Yindicated 
honor of Apollo, and in the territory newly made over to him. 
They were celebrated in the latter half of summer, or fir::;t half of 
every third Olympic year,-the Amphiktyons being the ostensible 
agonothets, or administrators, and appointing persons to discharge 

1 Thucyd. i, I 12. 
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the duty in their names.1 At the first Pythian ceremony (in 
586 B.c.), valuable rewards were given to the different victors; 
at the second (582 B.c.), nothing was conferred but wreaths of 
laurel, - the rapidly attained celebrity of the games being such 
as to render any farther reward superfluous. The Sikyonian 
despot Kleisthenes himself, one of the leaders in the conquest of 
Kirrha, gained the prize at the chariot-race of the second Pythia. 
'Ve find other great personages in Greece frequently mentioned 
as competitors, and the games long maintained a dignity second 
only to the Olympic, over which, indeed, they had some advan
tages ; first, that they were not abused for the purpose of pro
moting petty jealousies and antipathies of any administering 
state, as the Olympic games were perverted by the Eleians, on 
more than one occasion ; next, that they comprised music and 
poetry as well as bodily display. From the circumstances 
attending their foundation, the Pythian games deserved, even 
more than the Olympic, the title bestowed on them by Demos
thenes, - "The common Agon of the Greeks." 2 

1 1\ir. Clinton thinks that the Pythian games were celebrated in the 
autumn : M. 13oeckh refers the celebration to the spring: Krause agrees 
with 13oeckh. (Clinton, Fast. Hell. vol. ii, p. 200, Appendix; Boeckh, ad 
Corp. Inscr. No. 1688, p. 813; Krause, Die Pythicn, Nemecn und Isthmien, 
vol. ii, pp. 29-35.) 

Mr. Clinton's opinion appears to me nearly the truth; the real time, as 
I conceive it, being about the beginning of August, or end of July. 13oeekh 
admits that, with the exception of Thucydides (v, 1-19), the other authori
ties go to sustain it; but he relies on Thucydides to outweigh them. Now 
the passage of Thucydides, properly understood, seems to me as much 
against 13oeckh's view as the rest. 

I may remark, as a certain additional reason in the case, that the Isthmia 
appear to have been celebrated in the third year of each Olympiad, and in 
the spring (Krause, p. 187). It seems improbable that these two great 
festivals should have come one immediately after the other, which, never
theless, must be supposed, if we adopt the opinion of 13oeckh and Krause. 

Th11.Pythian games would be sometimes a little earlier, sometimes a little 
later, in consequence of the time of full moon: notice being always sent 
round by the administrators beforehand of the commencement of the 
sacred month. See the references in K. F. Hermann, Lclirbuch der 
gottesdienstl. Altmth. der Griechen, ch. 49, not. 12.-This note has. been 
somewhat modified since my .first edition, -see the note vol. vi, ch. liv. 

• Demosthcn. Philipp. iii, p. 119. 
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The Olympic and Pythian games continued always to be the 
most venerated solemnities in Greece: yet the Nemea and Isth
mia acquired a celebrity not much inferior; the Olympic prize 
counting for the highest of all.I Both the Nemea and the Isth
mia were distinguished from the other two festivals by occurring, 
not once in four years, but once in two years; the former in the 
second and fourth years of each Olympiad, the latter in the first 
and third years. To both is assigned, according to Greek custom, 
an origin connected with the interesting persons and circum
stances of Grecian antiquity: but our historical knowledge of both 
begins with the sixth century B.C. The first historical Nemead 
is presented as belonging to Olympiad 52 or 53 (572-5G8 B.c.), 
a few years subsequent to the Sacred \Var above mentioned and 
to the origin of the Pythia. The festival was celebrated m 
honor of the Nemean Zeus, in the valley of Nemea, between 
Phlius and Kleomc, - and originally hy the Kleumeans them
selves, until, at some period after 4GO B.c., the Argeians deprived 
them of that honor and assumed the honors of administration to 
themselves.2 The Nemean games had their IIellanodikre 3 to 
superintend, to keep order, and to distribute the prizes, as well as 
the Olympic. Respecting the I:>thmian festival, our first histori
cal information is a little earlier, for it has already been stated 

1 Pindar, Nern. x, 28-33. 
2 Strabo, viii, p. 377; Plutarch, Arat. c. 28; l\Iannc1i, Geow. Gr. Rom. 

pt. viii, p. 650. Compal'e the second chapter in Krause, Die Pythien, 
Nemeen und Isthmien, vol. ii, p. 108, seq. 

That the Kleon:runs continued without intcrmption to administer the 
Nemean festival down to Olympiad 80 (460 n.c.), or thcreahouts, is the 
rationnl inference from Pindar, :Xcm. x, 42: compare Nern. h-, 17. Euse
bius, indeed, states that the Argeians seized the administration for them
selves in Olympiad 53, and in order to reconcile this statement with the 
above passage in l'indar, critics have conelmlcd that the Argeians lost it 
again, and that the Kleon:rans rcsum eel it n little before Olympiad 80. I 
take a different view, and am disposecl to reject the statement of Enscbius 
altogether; the more so as Pindar's tenth :Nemean ode is addressed to 
an Argeian citizen named Thcireus. If there had been at that time a 
standing dispute between Argos and Kleonro on the subject of the adminis
tration of the Nemea, the poet would hardly have introduced the mention 
of the Nemenn prizes gained by the ancestors of Thcireus, under the unto
ward designation of "prizes received from Kleonrean men." 

3 See Boeckh, Corp. Inscript. No. 1126. 
VOL. IV. 5oc. 
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that Solon conferred a premium upon every Athenian citizen 
who gained a prize at that festival as well as at the Olympian, 
in or after 594 n.c. It was celebrated by the Corinthians at 
their isthmus, in honor of Poseidon ; and if we may draw any in
ference from the legends respecting its foundation, which is 
ascribed sometimes to Theseus, the Athenians appear to have 
identified it with the antiquities of their own state.I 

1 K. F. Hermann, in his Lchrbuch der Gricchischen Stuatsaltcrthiimer 
(ch. 32, not. 7, and ch. 65, not. 3), and again in his more recent work 
(Lchrbuch dcr gottcsdicnstlichen Alterthiimcr dcr Gricchen, part iii, ch. 49, 
also not. 6), both highly valuable publications, maintains,- I. That the 
exaltation of the Isthmian and Ncmean games into Pan-Hellenic impor
tance arose directly after and out of the foll of the clei•pots of Corinth and 
Sikyon. 2. That it was brought about by the paramount influence of the 
Dorians, especially by Sparta. 3. That the Spartans put down the llespots 
of both these two cities. 

The last of these three propositions appears to me untrue in respect to 
Sikyon, -improbable in respect to Corinth: my reasons for thinking so 
have been given in a former chapter. And if this be so, the reason for pre
suming Spartan intervention as to the I<thmian and Nemean games falls 
to the ground; for there is no other proof of it, nor does Sparta appear to 
have interested herself in any of the four national fcstfrals except the 
Olympic, with which she was from an early periotl peculiarly connected. 

Nor can I think that the first of Hermann's three propositions is at all 
tenable. No <'onnection whatever can be shown between Sik,·on and the 
Nemean gnmes ; and it is the more improbable in this case th;t the Sikyo
nians should have been active, inasmuch as they had under Klcisthenes a 
little before contributed to nationalize the Pythian games: a second inter
ference for a similar purpose ought not to be presumed without some evi
dence. To prove his point about the Isthmia, Hermann cites only a 
passage of Solinus (vii, 14), "Hoc spectacnlum, per Cypselnm tyrannum 
intcrmissnm, Corinthii Olymp. 49 solcmnitati pristinre reddiderunt." To 
render this passage at all <'redihlc, we must read CypseliJas instead of Cypse
lum, which deducts from the value of a witness whose tcstimonv can never 
under any circumstances be rated high. But granting the• alteration, 
there arc two reasons against the assertio_n of Solinus. One, a positive 
reason, that Solon offered a large reward to Athenian victors at the Isth
mian games: his legislation falls in 594 n.c., ten years before the time 
when the I,;tlunia nr0 said by Solinus to have been renewed after a long 
intermission. The other reason (negative, though to my mind also power
ful) is the silence of Herodotus in that long invective which he puts into 
the month of Sosik!Cs against the Kypselids (v, 92). If Kypselus had 
really been guilty of so great au insnlt to the feelings of the people as to 
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We thus perceive that the interval between G00-5GO B.c. ex
hibits the first historical manifestation of the Pythia, Isthmia, 
and N em ea, - the first expansion of all the three from local into 
Pan-Hellenic festivals. To the Olympic games, fot some time the 
only great centre of union among all the widely dispersed Greeks, 
are now added three other sacred agones of the like public, 
open, national character; constituting visible marks, as well as 
tutelary bonds, of collective Hellenism, and insuring to every Greek 
who went to compete in the matches, a safe and inviolate transit 
even through hostile Hellenic states.I These four, all in or near 
Peloponnesus, and one of which occurred in each year, formed 
the period, or cycle, of sacred games, and those who had gained 
prizes at all the four received the enviable designation of period
onikes :2 the honors paid to Olympic victors on their return to 
their native city were prodigious, even in the sixth century n.c., 
and became even more extravagant afterwards. 'Ve may remark 
that in the Olympic games alone, the oldest as well as the most 
illustrious of the four, the musical and intellectual element was 
wanting: all the three more recent agories included crowns for 
exercises of music and poetry, along with gymnastics, chariots, 
and horses. 

Nor was it only in the distinguishing ~ational stamp set upon 
these four great festivals that the gradual increase of Hellenic 
family-feeling exhibited itself, during the course of this earliest 
period of our history. ;pursuant to the same tendencie~, reli
gious festivals in all the considerable towns gradually became more 
and more open and accessible, and attracted gue:::ts as well as 

suppress their most solemn festival, the fact wouhl hardly have been 
omitted in the indictment which Sosik!Cs is made to urge against him. 
Aristotle, indeed, representing; Kypselus ns a mild and popular despot, 
introduces a contrary view of his character, which, if we admitted it, would 
of itself suffice to negative the supposition that he had suppressed the 
Isthmia. 

1 Plutarch, Arat. c. 28. 1cat uvve;rv'917 ToTe 7rpwrov (hy order of Aratns)*OEOOµev17 TOlf ay(,)VlUTalf UUVAla Kat U<r'f>at.eta, a deadly Stain Oil the char
acter of Aratus. 

2 Festus, v, Perihodos, p. 217, ed. Muller. See the animated protest of 
the philosopher Xenophanes against the great rewards given to Olympic 
victors (540-520 n.c.), Xenophan. Fragment. 2, p. 357, ed Bcrgk. 
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competitors from beyond the border; the dignity of the slate, as 
well as the honor rendered to the presiding god, being measured 
by numbers1 admiration, and envy, in the frequenting visitors.I 
There is no positive evidence, indeed, of such expansion in the 
Attic festivals earlier than the reign of Peisistratus, who· first 
added the quadrennial or greater l'anathem:ea to the ancient an
nual or lesser Panathern:ea; nor can we trace the steps of prog
ress in regard to Thebes, Orchomenus, Thespire, Jnegara, Sikyon, 
Pellene, ./Egina, Argos, etc., but we find full reason for believing 
that such was the general reality. Of the Olympic or Isthmian 
victors whom Pindar and Simonides celebrated, many derived 
a portion of their renown from previous victories acquired at 
severai of these local contests,2 - victories sometimes so num
erous, as to prove how wide-spread the habit of mutual fre
quentation had become ;3 though we find, even in the third 
century n.c., treaties of alliance between different cities, in which 
it is thought necessary to confer this mutual right by express stip
ulation. Temptation was offered, to the distinguished gymnastic 
or musical competitors, by prizes of great value; and Timreus 
even asserted, as a proof of the overweening pride of Kroton and 
Sybaris, that these cities tried to supplant the preeminence of the 

1 Thucy<l. vi, I 6. Alkibia<lCS says, Kat ifoa av tv ry r.Oi\.et xopT)yiatr; iJ 
ail.it<,> r~> /,aµrrpvvoµai, roil; µcv U<1Toit; 9-&oveirat cpfoei, r.por vi: TOV!; ;tvov, 
1.at ai.>rf) fo;i:11r .paiverat. 

The greater l'anathenrea are ascrihcd to Pei,istratus hy the Scholiast on 
Aristci<le~, vol. iii, p. 323, ed. Dindorf: judging hy what immediately pre
cedes, the statement seems to come from Aristotle. 

2 Simoni<lCs, Tragm. I54-I58, ed. Bergk; Pindar, :Nern. x, 45; Olymp. 
xiii. I07. 

The distinguislwd athlete Theagenes is afllnncd to have gained twelve 
hundred p1·iics in these various agones: according to some, fourteen 
hundred prizes (l'ausan. vi, I I, 2; Plutarch, Prrecept. Heip. Ger. c. I 5, 
p. Sll). 

An athlete namcll Apollonius arrived too late for the Olympic games, 
having stayed away too long, from his anxiety to get money at various 
agones in Ionia (Pansan. v, 2I, 5). 

3 See, parti<"ularly, the treaty between the inhabitants of Latus and those 
of Olils in Krcte, in Boeckh's Corp. !user. No. 2554, wherein this reci
procity is expressly stipulated. Bocckh places this Inscription in the third 
century n.c. 

http:r.Oi\.et


69 GIWWTH OF THE ELEGSI:XIA~ FESTIVAL. 

Olympic games, by instituting games of their own with the richest 
prizes, to be celebrated at the same time,1 - a statement in itself 
not worthy of credit, but nevertheless illustrating the animated 
rivalry known to prernil among the Grecian cities, in procuring 
for themselves splendid and crowded games. At the time when 
the Homeric Hymn to Demeter was composed, the worship of 
that goddess seems to have been purely local at Eleusis; but 
before the Persian war, the fostirn.l celebrated by the Athenians 
every year, in honor of the Eleusinian Demeter, admitted Greeks 
of all cities to be initiated, and was attended by vast crowds of 
them.2 

It 1vas thus that the simplicity and strict local application of 
the primitive religious festival, among the greater states in Greece, 
gradually expanded, on certain great occasions periodically recur
ring, into an elaborate and regulated series of exhibitions, 
not merely admitting, but soliciting the fraternal presence of all 
Hellenic spectators. In this respect Sparta seems to have formed 
an exception to the remaining states: her festivals were for her
self alone, and her general rudeness towards other Greeks was not 
materially softened even at the Karneia,3 or Ilyakinthia, or Gym
nopmdim. On the other liand, the Attic Dionysia were gradually 
exalted, from their original rude spontaneous outburst of village 

1 Timmus, Fragm. 82, ed. Didot. The Krotoniates famished a great 
number of victors both to the Olympic and to the Pythian games (Hcrodot. 
viii, 47; Pausan. x, 5, 5-x, 7, 3; Krause, Gymnastik und Agonistik der 
Hellenen, vol. ii, sect. 29, p. 752). 

2 Herodot. viii, 65. Kat avrwv 0 /3ov/,,6µevor: Kat TWV uAAl.>V 'EUqvtJV 
µveirat. 

The exclusion of all competitors, nath·es of Lampsakus, from the games 
celebrated in the Chersonesus to the honor of the cekist Miltiades, is 
mentioned by Herodotus as something special (Herodot. vi, 38). 

3 See the remarks, upon the Lacedromonian discouragement of stranger
visitors at their public festivals, put by Thucydides into the month of 
Perikles (Thncyd. ii, 39). 

Lichas the Spartan gained great renown by treating hospitably the 
strangers who came to the Gymnopredire at Sparta (Xenophon, l\femorab. 
i, 2, 61; Plutarch, Kirnon, c. 10),-a story which proves that some strangers 
came to the Spartan festivals, but which also proves that they were not 
many in number, and that to show them hospitality was a striking distinc· 
tion from the general character of Spartans. 
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feeling in thankfulness to the god, followed by song, dance, and rev
elry of various kinds, - into costly and diversified performances, 
first, by a trained chorus, next., by actors superadded to it ;l and the 
dramatic compositions thus produced, as they embodied the per
fection of Grecian art, so they were eminently calculated to invite 
a Pan-Hellenic audience and to encourage the sentiment of Hel
lenic unity. The dramatic literature of Athens, however, belongs 
properly to a later period; previous to the year 560 n.c., we see 
only those commencements of innovation which drew upon Thes
pis 2 the rebuke of Solon, who himself contributed to impart to 
the Panathenaic festival a more solemn and attractive character, 
by checking the license of the rhapsodes, and insuring to those 
present a full, orderly recital of the Iliad. 

The sacred games and festivals, here alluded to as a class, 
took hold of the Greek mind by so great a variety of feelings,3 as 
to counterbalance in a high degree the political disseverance, and 
to keep alive among their wide-spread cities, in the midst of con
stant jealousy and frequent quarrel, a feeling of brotherhood and 
congenial sentiment such as must otherwise have died away. 
The Theors, or sacred envoys, who came to Olympia or Delphi 
from so many different points, all sacrificed to the same god and 
at the same altar, witnessed the same sports, and contributed by 
their donatives to enrich or adorn one respected scene. Nor 
must we forget that the festival afforded opportunity f'or a sort 

1 .Aristot. Poetic. c. 3 and 4; Maximus Tyrius, Diss. xxi, p. 215; Plu
tarch, De Cupidine Divitiarum, c. 8, p. 527 : compare the treatise, "Quod 
non potest suaviter vivi sccundum Epicumm," c. 16, p. IOUS. The old 
oracles quoted by Demosthenes, cont. llfeidiam (c. 15, p. 531, and cont. 
l\Iakartat. p. 1072: see also Buttmann's note on the former passage), convey 
the idea of the ancient simple Athenian festival. 

' Plutarch, Solon, c. 29: see a hove, chap. xi, vol. iii, p. 195. 
3 The orator Lysias, in a fragment of his lost Panegyrical Oration, 

preserved by Dionysius of Halikamassus (vol. v, p. 520 R.), describes 
the influence of the games with great force and simplicity. Herakles, 
the founder of them, uywva µ'i:v a(,)µaT(,)V f1roi11ae, </>lAOTtµiav Je ?rAOVT<,J, 
yvwµ11r cl' trrir5ei;w lv Ti;> 1<a'A'AiaT<tJ ri;r 'EUuoor · tva TOVT(,)V arruvr"'v 
tve1<a t~ TO avTO l'A&(,)µev, Ta µrv otfl6µevot, TU de a1Cova6µevot. 'IIy~aaro 
yap rov tv1%oe av'A'Aoyov ap;rnv yevfo-&at Tolr .EAA1}at T~~ ?rpor 
aAAi/ AOVr '/'I A.for. 
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of fair, including much traffic amid so large a mass of spectators,1 
and besides the exhibitions of the games themselves, there were 
recitations and lectures in a spacious council-room for those who 
chose to listen to them, by poets, rhapsodes, philosophers, and his
torians,- among which last, the history of Herodotus is said to 
liave been publicly read by its author.2 Of the wealthy and great 
men in the various cities, many contended simply for the chariot 
victories and horse victories. Ilut there were others wl1ose am
bition was of a character more strictly personal, and who strip
ped naked as runners, wrestlers, boxers, or pankratiasts, liaving 
gone through the extreme fatigue of a complete previous train
ing. Kylon, whose unfortunate attempt to usurp the sceptre at 
Athens has been recounted, had gained the prize in the Olympic 
stadium: Alexander son of Amyntas, the prince of :Macedon, 
had run for it.3 °The great family of the Diagoridrn at Rhodes, 

1 Cicero, Tusc. Qurest. v, 3. " ilfercatwn eum, qui haberetur maximo 
ludorum appamtu totius Grrecire cclcbritatc: nam ut illic alii corporibus 
exercitatis gloriam et nobilitatcm coronre pcterent, ulii emcndi aut vendendi 
qurestu et lucro duccrcntur," etc. 

Both Yellcius Paterculus, also, (i, 8) and Justin (xiii, 5), call the Olympic 
festival by the name mercatus. 

There were booths all round the Altis, or sacred precinct of Zeus (Schol. 
Pindar. Olymp. xi, 55),.during the time of the games. 

Strabo observes with justice, respecting the multitudinous festivals gen
erally- 'H 7rav~yvp1.r, tµ7roptK6v Tt 7rpuyµa (x, p. 486 ), especially in refer
ence to Delos: see Cicero pro Lege ~fanilill, c. 18: compare Pausanias, x, 
32, 9, about the Panegyris and fair at Tithorca in Phokis, and Becker, 
Charik!Cs, vol. i, p. 283. 

At the Attic festival of the Herakleia, celebrated by the communion 
called Mesogci, or a certain number of the demes constituting Mesogrea, a 
regular ma1:ket-due, or uyopaaTtK.ov, was levied upon those who brought 
goods to sell (Inscriptiones Atticre nuper rcpertre 12, by E. Cmtius, pp. 
3-7). 

5 Pausan. vi, 23, 5; Diodor. xiv, 10~, xv, 7; Lucian, Quomodo Historia 
sit conscribenda, c. 42. See Krause, Olympia, sect. 29, pp. 183-186. 

3 Thucyd. i, 120; Herodot. v, 22-71. Eurybatcs of Argos (Hcrodot. vi, 
92); Philippns and Phayllus of Kroton (v, 47; viii, 47); Eualkicles of 
Eretria (v, 102); Hermolykus of Athens (ix, 105). 

Pindar (Nern. iv and vi) gives the numerous victories of the Bassidre 
and Theandridre at JEgina: also Melissus the pankratiast and his ancestors 
the Kleonymidre of Thebes -Ttµaevn, up;i:Mhv 7rpo~evoi T' C7rlXc.Jpfov 
(Isthm. iii, 25). 

http:uyopaaTtK.ov
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who furnished magistrates and generals to their native city, sup
plied a still greater number of successful boxers and pankratiasts 
at Olympia, while other instances also occur of generals named by 
various cities from the lists of successful Olympic gymnasts; and 
the odes of Pindar, always dearly purchased, attest how many o~ 
the great and wealthy were found in that list.1 The perfect popu
larity and equality of persons at these great games, is a feature not 
less remarkable than the exact adherence to predetermined rule, 
and the self-imp~sed submission of the jmmense cro.wd to a hand
ful of servants armed with sticks,2 who executed the orders of the 
Eleian Ilellanodikre. The ground upon which the ceremony took 
place, and even the territory of the administering state, was pro
tected by a" Truce of God," during the month of the festival, the 
commencement of which was formally announced by heralds sent 
rouml to the different states. Treaties of peace between differ
ent cities were often formally commemorated by pillars there 
erected, and the general impression of the scene suggested nothing 
but ideas of peace and brotherhood among Greeks.3 And I may 

Respecting the extreme celelirity of Diagoras and his sons, of the Rho
dian gens Eratilhe, Damagetus, Akusilaus, and Doricus, see Pindar, Olymp. 
vii, 16-145, with the Scholia; Thucyd. iii, 11; Pausan. vi, i, 1-2; Xeno
phon, Hellenic. i, 5, 19: compare Strabo, xiY, p. 655. 

1 The Latin writers remark it as a peculiarity of Grecian feeling, as dis
tingui,;hed from Homan, that men of great station accounted it an honor to 
contend in the games: see, as a specimen, Taeitus, Dinlogus de Orator. c. 
9. "Ac si in Grrecia natus esses, ubi Judicras quoqnc artcs cxcrcere honcs
tum est, ac tibi Nicostrati rohur Dii dedissent, non paterer immanes illos et 
ad pugnam natos lacertos levitate jacnli vanescere." Again, Cicero, pro 
Fiacco, c. 13, in his sarcastic o;tyle: "Quid si ctiam occisus est a piratis 
Adramyttenus, homo nobilis, cnjus est fore nobis omnibus nomcn auditum, 
Atinas pugil, Olympioniccs 1 hoc est apml Grrecos ( quoniam de corum 
gradiate didmus) prope majus et gloriosiu;;, quam Homre triumphasse." 

1 Lichas, one of the chief men of Sparta, and moreover a chariot-victor, 
received actual cha,tiscment on the ground, from these staff-bearers, for an 
infringement of the rei;11h1tions (Thucyd. v, 50). 

3 Thucyd. v, 18-4i, and the curious aneicnt Inscription in Doec·kh's Cor
pus Inscr. No. 11, p. 28, recording the convention between the Eleians ancl 
the inhabitants of the Arcadian town of Ilera:a. 

The comparison of various passages refcn-ing to the Olympia, Isthmia, 
and Nemea (Thucydides, iii, ll, viii, 9-1 O, v, 49-51, and Xenophon, Hellenic. 
iv, 7, 2; v, 1, 29) shows that serious political business was often discussed 



73 LYRIC POETRY.-THE SEVE.N WISE MEN. 

remark that the impression of tl1e games as belonging to all 
Greeks, and to none but Greeks, was stronger and clearer during 
the interval between 600-300 B.c., than it came to be afterwards. 
For the l\Iacedonian conquests had the effect of diluting and cor
rupting Hellenism, by spreading an exterior varnish of Hellenic 
tastes and manners over a wide area of incongruous foreigners, 
who were incapable of the real elevation of the Hellenic char
acter ; so that although in later times the games continued undi
minished, both in attraction and in number of visitors, the spirit 
of Pan-Hellenic communion, which had once animated the scene, 
was gone forever. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

LYRIC POETRY. -THE SEVEN WISE MEN. 

THE interval between 776-560 B.c. presents to us a remarka
ble expansion of Grecian genius in the creation of their elegiac, 
"iambic, lyric, choric, and gnomic poetry, which was diversified 
in a great many ways and improved by many separate masters. 
The creators of all these different styles - from Kallinus and 
Archilochus down to Stcsichorus - fall within the two centuries 
here included; though Pindar and Simonides, "the proud and 
high-crested bards," I who carried lyric and choric poetry to the 
maximum of elaboration consistent with full poetical effect, lived 
in the succeeding century, and were contemporary with the tra
gedian JEschylus. The Grecian drama, comic as well as tragic, 
of the fifth century n.c., combined the lyric and choric song· 

at these games, - that diplomatists made use of the intercourse for the pur
pose of detecting the secret designs of states whom they suspected, and 
that the administering state often practised manceuvres in respect to the 
obligations of truce for the Ilicromenia, or Holy l\101:th. 

1 Himcriu8, Orat. iii, p. 426, 'Yernsdorf-1\yipw,tot Kat infiavxivE>· 
VOL. IV. 4 
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with the living action of iambic dialogue, - thus constituting the 
last ascending movement in the poetical genius of the race. 
Reserving this for a future time, and for the history of Athens, 
to which it more particularly belongs, I now propose to speak 
only of the poetical movement of the two earlier centuries, 
wherein Athens had little or no part. So scanty are the rem
nants, unfortunately, of these earlier poets, that we can offer 
little except criticisms borrowed at second-hand, and a few gen
eral considerations on their workings and tendency.I 

Archilochus and Kallinus both appear to fall about tl1e middle 
of the seventh century B.C., and it is with them that the innova
tions in Grecian poetry commence. Before them, we are told 
there existed nothing but the epos, or daktylic hexameter poetry, 
of which much has been said in my former volume, - being 
legendary stories or adventures narrated, together with ad- · 
dresses or hymns to the gods. We must recollect, too, that this 
wrui not only the wl1ole poetry, but the whole literature of the 
age : prose composition was altogether unknown, and writing, if 
beginning to be employed as an aid to a few superior men, was 
at any rate generally unused, and found no reading public. The 
voice was the only communicant, and the ear the only recipient, 
of all those ideas and feelings which productive minds in the 
community found themselves impelled to pour out; both voice 
and ear being accustomed to a musical recitation, or chant, app:i.
rently something between song and speech, with simple rhythm 
and a still simpler occasional accompaniment from the primitive 
four-stringed harp. Such habits and requirements of the yoice 
and ear were, at that time, inseparably associated with the suc
cess and popularity of the poet, and contributed doubtless to 
restrict the range of subjects with which he could deal. The 

1 For the whole subject of this chapter, the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, 
and fourteenth chapters of 0. Muller's History of the Literature of Ancient 
Greece, wherein the lyric poets are handled with greater length than con
sists with the limits of this work, will be found highly valuable, - chapters 
abounding in entdition and ingenuity, but not always within the limits of 
the evidence. 

The learned work of U'lrici ( Geschichte der Griechischen Poesie-Lyrik) 
is still more open to the same remark. 
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type was to a certain extent consecrate<l, like the primitive 
statues of the gods, from which men only ventured to deviate by 
gradual and almost unconscious innovations. ]Uoreovcr, in the 
first half of the seventh century B.c., that genius which had once 
created an Iliad and an O<lyssey was no longer to be found, and 
the work of hexameter narrative had come to be prosecuted by 
less gifte<l perwns, - by those Cyclic poets. of whom I have 
spoken in the preceding volumes. 

Such, as far as we can make it out ami<lst very uncertain 
evi<lence, was the state of the Greek mind immediately before 
elegiac and lyric poets appeared; while at the same time its 
experience was enlarging by the formation of new colonies, and 
the communion among its various states tended to increase by 
the freer reciprocity of religious games and festivals. There 
arose a demand for turning the literature of the age - I use this 
word as synonymous with the poetry - to new feelings and 
purposes, and for applying the rich, plastic, and musical lan
guage of the old epic, to present passion and circumstance, 
social as well as individual. Such a tendency had become ob
vious in Hesiod, even within the range of l1examcter verse ; 
but the same causes which led to an enlargement of the subjects 
of poetry inclined men also to vary the metre. 

In regard to this latter point, there is reason to believe that 
the expansion of Greek music was the immediate determining 
cause; for it has been already stated that the musical scale and 
instruments of the Greeks, originally very narrow, were ma
terially enlarged by borrowing from Phrygia and Lydia, and 
these acquisitions seem to have been first realized about the 
beginning of the ~se,-enth century B.c., through the Lesbian 
lmrper Terpander, - the Phrygian (or Greco-Phrygian) flute
player Olympus, - and the Arkadian or Bmotian flute-player 
Klonas. Tcrpander made the important achance of exchanging 
the original four-stringed harp for one of seven st1-ings, embrac
ing the compa~s of one octave or two Greek tetrachorus, and 
Olympus as well as Klonas taught many new nomes, or tunes, 
on the flute, to which the Greeks had before been strangers, 
probably al~o the urn of a flute of more varied musical compass. 
Terpander is said to have gained the prize at the first recorded 
celebration of the Laced:.cmouian festival of the Karneia, in G7G 
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n.c.: this is one of the best-ascertained points among the obscure 
chronology of the seventh century ; and there seem grounds for 
assigning Olympus and Klonas to nearly the same period, a 
little before Archilochus and Kallinus.l To Terpander, Olym-, 
pus, and Klonas, are ascribed the formation of the earliest musi
cal nomes known to the inquiring Greeks of later times: to the 
first, nomes on the harp; to the two latter, on the flute, - every 
nome being the general scheme, or basis, of which the airs ac
tually performed constituted so many _variations, within certain 

1 These early innovatol'S in Grecian music, rhythm, metre, and poetry, 
belonging to the seventh century n.c., were very imperfectly known, even to 
those contemporaries of Plato and Aristotle who tried to get together 
facts for a conseeutive history of music. The treatise of Plutarch, De 
Musica, shows what very contradictory statements he found. He quotes 
from four different authors, - Herakleides, Glaukus, Alexander, and Aris
toxenus, who by no means agreed in their series of names and facts. The 
first three of them blend together mythe and history; while even the Ana
graphe or inscription at Sikyon, whi<-h professed to give a continuous list 
of such poets and musicians as had contended at the Sikyonian games, 
began with a large stock of mythical names,-Amphion, Linus, Pierius, 
etc. (Plutarch, Music. p. 1132.) Some authors, according to Plutarch (p. 
1133), made the great chronological mistake of placing Terpander as con
temporary with Hipponax; a proof bow little of chronological evidence 
was then accessihle. 

That Tcrpander was victor at the Spartan festival of the Kameia, in 676 
ll.c., may well have been derived by Hcllanikus from the Spartan registel'S: 
the name of the Lesbian harper Pcriklcitas, as having gained the same 
prize at some suhscqncnt period (Plutarch, De Mus. p.1133), probably rests 
on the same authority. That Archiloclrns was rather later than Terpan
dcr, and Thali!tas rather later than Archiloclrns, was the statement of 
Glankus (Plntureh, De Mns. p. 1134). Klonas and l'olymncstns are 
placed later than Terpander; Archilochus later than IGonas : Alkman 
fa said to have mentioned l'olymnestus in one of his songs (pp. 1133-1135 ). 
It can hardly he trnc that Tcrpandcr gained four Pythian prizes, if the 
festival was octennial prior to its reconstitution by the Amphiktyons (p. 
1132). Sakadas gained three Pythhm prizes after that pciiod, when the 
festival was quadrennial (p. 1134). 

Compare the confused indications in Pollux, iv, 65-66, 78-79. The 
abstract given by Photius of certain parts of the Chrcstomathia of Proclus 
(published in Gaisford's edition of Hephrostion, pp. 375-389), is also ex
tremely valuahlc, in spite of its brevity and obscuritv about the lvric and 
choric poetry of Greece. • ' • 
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defined limits.I Terpander employed his enlarged instrumental 
power as a new accompaniment to the Homeric poems, as well 
as to certain epic proremia or hymns to the gods of his own 
composition. But he does not seem to have departed from the 
hexameter verse and the <laktylic rhythm, to which the new 
accompaniment was probably not. quite suitable; and the idea 
may thus lrnxe been suggested of combining the words also 
according to new rhythmical and metrical laws. 

It is certain, at least, that the age (G70-GOO) immediately 
succeeding Terpander, - comprising Archilochus, Kallinus, Tyr
treus, and Alkman, whose relations of time one to another we 
lrnve no certain means of determining,ll though Aikman seems to 
l1ave beeh the latest, - presents a remarkable variety both of 
new metres and of new rhythms, superinduced upon the previ

1 The difference between Noµor and l\ffi.or appears in Plutarch, De 
l\Iusicil, p. 1132 - Kat riJv Ttprravopov, Kti'Jap<,JVlKWV 7rOl7JT/iV ovra voµwv, 
Karil v<iµov lKaarov roir lrreat roir laurov Kat rolr '01i~pov µD.11 rreptrii'Jtvra, 
~OtlV lv roir uywac urrorp~vat oe TOVTOV Uyet ovoµara rrpwrov Toir Kti'Japw
OlKoir v6µoir. 

The nomcs were not many in numl)er; they went by ~peeial names; and 
there was a disagreement of opinion as to the persons who had composed 
them (Plutarch, l\Iusic. p. 1133). They were monodic, not choric,-in
tcndcd to he sung hy one person (Aristot. Problem. xix, 15 ). Hcrodot. i, 
23, about Arion and the Nomus Orthius. 

2 1\fr. Clinton (Fasti Hellen. ad ann. 6il, 665, 644) appears to me noway 
satisfactory in his chronological arra11gements of the poets of this century. 
I agree with 0.1\Iiiller (Hist. of Literat. of Ancient Greece, ch. xii, 9) in 
thinking that he makes Tcrpander too recent, and ThalCtas too ancient; 
I also believe both Kallinns and Alkman to have been more recent than 
the place which l\fr. Clinton assigns to them; the epoch of Tyrtreus will 
depend upon the date whieh we assign to the second l\fcssenian war. 

How very impc1fectly the chronology of the poetical names even of the 
sixth century n.c.- Sappho, Anakrcon, Ilipponax-was known even to 
wi·iters of the beginning of the l'tolemaic age (or sho1ily after 300 B.c.), 
we may see by the mistakes noted in Athenreus, xiii, p. 599. Hermesianax 
of Kolophon, the elegiac poet, represented Anakreon ns the lover of Sap
pho; this might perhaps be not absolutely impossible, if we supposed in 
Sappho an olcl age like that of Ninon de l'Enclos; hnt others (even earlier 
than Hcrmcsianax, since they arc quoted by Chamreleon) represented 
Anakreon, when in old age, as addressing verses to Sappho, still young. 
Again; the comic w1~tcr Diphilus in trodurcd both Archilochus and Hip
ponax as the lovers of Sappho. 

http:l\ffi.or
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ous daktylic hexameter. The first departure from this latter is 
found in the elegiac -verse, employed seemingly more or less by 
all the four abo-ve-mentioned poets, but chiefly by the first two, 
and even ascribed by some to the invention of Kallinus. Tyr
treus in his military marcl1-songs employed the anaprestie metre, 
but in Archilochus as well as in Alkman we find traces of a 
much larger range of metrical variety, - iambic, trochaic, an
apa~stic, ionic, etc., - sometimes even asynartetic or compound 
metres, anap~-estic or daktylic, blended _with trochaic 01· iambic. 
\Vhat we have remaining from l\Iimnermus, who comes about 
the close of the preceding four, is elegiac; his contemporaries 
Alkreus and Sappho, bcside5 employing most of those metres 
which they found exi~ting, invented each a peculiar stanza of 
their own, which is familiarly known under a name derived 
from each. In Solon, the younger contemporary of l\Iimnermus, 
we have the elegiac, iambic, and trochaic: in Thcognis, yet later, 
the elegiac only. · But bolh Arion and Stcsichorus appear to 
have been innovators in this department, the former by his im
provement in the dithyrumuic chorus or circular song anJ. <lance 
in honor of Dionysu~, - the latter by his more elaborate choric 
compositions, containing not only a strophe and antistrophe, but 
aho a third division or epode succeeding them, pronounced by 
the chorus stamling still. Both Anakreon and Ibykus likewise 
added to the stock of existing metrical varieties. An<l we thus 
8ee that, within the century an<l a half succeeding Terpander, 
Greek poetry (or Greek literature, which was then the same 
thing) became greatly enriched in matter as well as diversified 
in form. 

To a certain extent there seems to have been a real connection 
between the two: new forms were essential for the expression 
of new wants and feelings, - though the assertion that elegiac 
metre is especially adapted for one set of feelings,1 trochaic for 

1 The Latin poets and the Alcxanclrinc critics seem to ha,·c both insisted 
on the natural mournfolness of the eleginc metre (Ovi1l, Hcroid. xv, 7; 
Hornt. Art. Poet. 75): sec also the fancifol explanation given by Diclymus 
in the Etymologi<'on l\lagnum, v, 'E~eyo!,". 

'Vo kam from IIcphro,tion (e. viii, p. 45, Gaisf.) that the nnaprestic 
march-metre of TyrtronR wns employed hy tho comic writers also, for a 
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a second, and iambic for a third, if true at all, can only be 
admitted with great latitude of exception, wl1en we find so many 
of them employed by the poets for very different subjects, - gay 
or melancholy, bitter or complaining, earnest or sprightly,
seemingly with little discrimination. 

llut the adoption of some new metre, different from the per
petual series of hexameters, was required when the poet desired 
to do something more tlmn recount a long story or fragment of 
heroic legend, - when he sought to bring himself, his friends, his 
enemies, his city, his hopes and fears with regard t'o matters 
recent or impending, all before the notice of the hearer, and that, 
too, at once with brevity and animation. The Greek hexameter, 
like our blank verse, lms all its limiting conditions bearing upon 
each separate line, and presents to the hearer no predetermined 
resting-place or natural pause beyond.I In reforence to any 
long composition, either epic or dramatic, such unrestrained 
license is found convei1ient, and th<l case was i;imilar for Greek 
epos and drama, - the single-lined iambic trimeler being gen
erally used for the dialogue of tragedy and comedy, just as the 
daktylic hexameter had been used for the epic. The metrical 
changes introduced by Arcliilochus and his contemporaries may 
be compared to a change from our blank verse to the rhymed 
couplet and quatrain: the verse was thrown into little systemR 
of two, three, or four line~, with a pause at the end of each; 
and the halt thus assured to, as well as expected and relished by, 
the ear, was generally coincident with a close, entire or partial, 

totally different vein of fooling. See the Dissertation of Franck, Callinus, 
pp. 37-48 (Leips. 1816 ). 

Of the remarks maclc hy 0. l\Iiiller respecting the metres of these early 
poets (History of the Literature of Ancient Greece, ch. xi, s. 8-12, etc.; ch. 
xii, s. 1-2, etc.), many appear to he uncertified and diF<putahlc. 

}for some good remarks on the fallibility of men's impressions respecting 
the natural and inherent ~i'>or; of particular metres, sec Adam Smith (The
ory of Moral Sentiment, part v, ch. i, p. 329), in the edition of his works 
by Dugald Stewart. · 

1 See the ohservntious in Aristotle (Hhetor. iii, 9) on the ~-i~tr clpoµiv71 
11s c>omparecl with A.i~ir Karcurpaµ1dv71 • - /,£~1r eipoµivTJ, 1i oMi:v lxci ri'J.or; 
avrq Kai'>' avrljv, UVµ~ 1'0 7rpU)'/la Ta A.cyoµcvov 1'CAWJi'>1r- Karcurpaµµiv9 
OE, ~ EV TrcpduJow A.iytJ oe Trcpiorlov, Af~tv exovuav apx~v Ka~ 1'tAEVT~V 
af!rqv Karr' avrljv Kai 11iycrror CVUVVO'TrTQJ'. 
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in the sense, which thus came to be distributed with greater point 
and effect. The elegiac verse, or common hexameter and pen
tameter (this second line being an hexameter with the third and 
sixth thesis,t or the last half of the third and sixth foot, sup
pressed, and a pause left in place of it), as well as the epode (or 
iambic trimeter followed by an iambic dimeter) and some other 
binary combinations of verse which we trace among the frag
ments of Archilochus, are conceived with a view to such increase 
of effect both on the ear and the mind, 1~ot less than to the direct 
pleasures of novelty and variety. 

The iamLic metre, built upon the primitive iambus, or coarse 
and licentious jesting,2 which formed a part of some Grecian 

t I employ, however unwillingly, the word thesis here ( arsis and thesis) in 
the sense in which it is used by G. Hermann (" Illud tempus, iu quo ictus 
est, arsin; ea tcmpora, quro carent ictu, thesin vocamus," Element. Doctr. 
:Metr. sect. 15), and followed by Boeckh, in his Dissertation on the l\Ietres 
of Pindnr (i, 4), though I agree with Dr. Barham (in the valuable Preface 
to his edition of Hcphrestion, Cambridge, 1843, pp. 5-8) that the opposite 
sense of the words would be the preferable one, just as it was the original 
sense in which they were used by the best Greek musical writers: Dr. Bar
ham's Preface is very instructive on the difficult suhject of ancient rhythm 
generally. 

2 Homer, Hymn. ad Cererem, 202 ; Ilesychius, v, I'eqwp1>; Herodot. v, 
83; Dio<lor. v, 4. There were various gods at whose f<!stivals scurrility 
(nn'taa1ior) was a consecrated practice, seemingly different festivals in 
different places ( Aristot. rolitic. vii, 15, 8 ). 

The reader will understand better what this consecrated scunility means 
by comparing the dc~cription of a modem traveller in the kingdom of 
Naples (Tour through the Southern Provinces of the Kingdom of Naples, 
by Mr. Keppel Craven, London, 1821,.ch. xv, p. 28i) :

"I returned to Gerace (the site of the ancient I~pizephyrian Lokri) by 
one of those moonlights which are known only in these latitudes, and which 
no pen or pencil can portray. My path lay along some cornfields, in 
which the natives were employed in the lnst labors of the harvest, and I 
was not a little surprised to find myself saluted with a volley of opprobri
ous epithets and abusive language, uttered in the most threatening voice, 
and accompanied with the most insulting gestures. This extraordinary 
custom is of the most remote antiquity, and is observed towards all sh-an
gers during the lwrvest and vintage seasons; those who are apprized of it 
will keep their temper as well as their presence of mind, as the loss of 
either would only serve as a signal for still louder invectives, and prolong a 
contest in which success would be as hopeless as undesirable." 

http:1821,.ch
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festivals (especially of the festivals of Demeter as well in Attica 
as in Paros, the native country of the poet), fa only one amongst 
many new paths struck out by his inventive genius ; whose 
exuberance astonishes us, when we consider that he takes his 
start from little more than the simple hexameter,1 in which, too, 
he was a distinguished composer, - for even of the elegiac verse 
he is as likely to have been the inventor as Kallinus, just as he 
was the earliest popular and successful composer of table-songs, 
or Skolia, though Terpander may have originated some such 
before him. The entire loss of his poems, excepting some few 
fragments, enables us to recognize little more than one character
istic, -the intense personality which pervaded them, as well as 
that coarse, direct, and out-spoken license, which afterwards lent 
such terrible effect to the old comedy at Athens. His lampoons 
m;e said to have driven Lykambes, the father of Neobule, to 
hang himself: the latter, had been promised to Archilochus in 
marriage, but that promise was broken, and the poet assailed both 
father and daughter with every i;pecies of calumny.2 In addi
tion to this disappointment, he was poor, the son of a slave
mother, and an exile from his country, Paros, to the unpromising 
colony of Thasos. The desultory notices respecting him betray 
a state of suffering combined with loose conduct which vented 
itself sometimes in complaint, sometimes in libellous assault ; and 
he was at last slain by some whom his muse had thus exasper
ated. His extraordinary poetical genius finds but one voice of 
encomium throughout antiquity. His triumphal song to Hera

1 The chief evidence for the rhythmical and metrical changes introduced 
by Ard1ilochns is to be found in the 28th chapter of Plutarch, De Musica, 
pp. 1140-1141, in words very difficult to understand completely. See 
Ulrici, Gcschichte der 1-Iellcnisch. l'oesie, vol. ii, p. 381. 

The epigram ascribed to Theokritus (Ko. 18 in Gaisford's Poet!e Mino
res) shows that the poet hall before him hexameter compositions of Archil
ochus, as well as lyric: 

iir lµµeli~r T' lyevTo Ku:iruU~wr 
lrreu Te rroielv, rrpor livpav T' U.Eicleiv. 

See the article on Archilochns in Welcker's Kleine Schriften, pp. 71-82, 
which has the merit of showing that iambic bitterness is far from being the 
only marked.feature in his character and genius. 

2 See Meleager, Epi:,.,rram. cxix, 3; Uorat. Epist. 19, 23, and Epod, vi, 13, 
with the Scholiast; JElinn, V. II. x, 13. 

VOL. IV. 4* 6oc. 
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kles was still popularly sung by the victors at Olympia, near two 
centuries after his death, in the days of Pindar; but that majes
tic and complimentary poet at once denounces the malignity, and 
attests the retributive suffering, of the great l'arian iambist.1 

Amid,;t the multifarious veins in which Archilochus displayed 
his genius, moralizing or gnomic poetry is not wanting, while his 
contemporary Simonides, of Amorgos, devotes the iambic metre 
especially to this destination, ~fterwards followed out by Solon 
and Theognis. But Kallinus, the earliest celebrated elegiac 
poet, so far as we can judge from his few fragments, employed 
the elegiac metre for exhortations of warlike patriotism ; and 
the more ample remains which we possess of Tyrtreus are ser
mons in the same strain, preaching to the Spartans bravery 
against the foe, and unanimity as well as obedience to the law at 
home. They are patriotic effusions, called forth by the circum
stances of the time, and sung by single voice, with accompani
ment of the flute,2 to those in whose bosoms the flame of courage 
was to be kindled. For though what we peruse is in verse, we 
are still in the tide of real and present life, and we must suppose 
ourselves rather listening to an orator addressing the citizens 
when danger or dissension is actually impending. It is only in 
the hands of 1\Iimnermus that elegiac verse comes to be devoted 
to soft and amatory subjects. His few fragments present a vein 
of passive and tender sentiment, illustrated · by appropriate 
matter of legend, such as would be cast into poetry in all ages, 
and quite different from the rhetoric of Kallinus and Tyrtreus. 

The poetical career of Aikman is again distinct from that of 
any of his above-mentioned contemporaries. Their compositions, 
besides hymns to the gods, were principally expressions of feel
ing intended to be sung by individuals, though sometimes also 
suited for the komus, or band of festive volunteers, assembled on 
some occasion of common interest : those of Aikman were prin
cipally choric, intended for the song and accompanying dance of 

Pindar, Pyth. ii, 55; Olymp. ix, 1, with the Scholia; Euripid. Hercul. 
Furens, 583-683. The eighteenth epigram of Theokritus (above alluded 
to) conveys a striking tribute of admiration to Archilochu$: compare 
Quintilian, x, 1, and Liebel, ad .Archilochi Fragmenta, sects. 5, 6, 7. 

• Athenrens, xiv, p. 630. 

I 
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the chorus. He was a native of Sardis in Lydia, or at least his 
family were so; and he appears to have come in early life to 
Sparta, though his genius and mastery of the Greek language 
discountenance the story that he was brought over to Sparta as a 
slave. The most ancient arrangement of music at Sparta, gener
ally ascribed to Terpander,1 underwent considerable alteration, 
not only through the elegia.c and anaprcstic measures of Tyrtreus, 
but also through the Kretan Thaletas and the Lydian Aikman. 
The harp, the instrument of Terpander, was rivalled and in part 
superseded by the flute or pipe, which had been recently rendered 
more effective in the hands of Olympus, J{lonas, and Polymnestus, 
and which gradually became, for compositions intended to raise 
strong emotion, the favorite instrument of the two, - being em
ployed as accompaniment both to the elegies of Tyrtreus, and to 
the hyporchemata (songs, or hymns, combined with dancing) of 
Thaletas; also, as the stimulus and regulator to the Spartan mil
itary march.2 

These elegies (as has been just remarked) were sung by one . 
person, in the midst of an assembly of listeners, and there were 
doubtless other compositions intended for the individual voice. 
But in general such was not the character of music and poetry 
at Sparta; everything done there, both serious and recreative, 
was public and collective, so that the chorus and its performances 
received extraordinary de,·elopment. It has been already stated, 
that the chorus usually, with song and dance combined, consti
tuted an important part of divine service throughout all Greece, 
and was originally a public manifestation of the citizens gener

1 Plutarch, De :Musica, pp. ll34, 1135; Aristotle, De Lacedremon. Rc
publicil, Frngm. xi, p. 132, ed. Neumann; rlutarch, De Seri\ Numin. 
Viudict. c. 13, p. 558. 

2 Thucyd. v, 69-70, with the Scholia, - µeril ri:Jv 7ro'Aeµ11<i:Jv v6µow . ••••• 
!wKe<1aiµ6vtot OE f3parli:wr Kill V7r0 av'A17ri:Jv 7rOAAi:Jv V0/''1' eyKa!Jeuriirwv, ov 
TOV i'teiov xapw, ci').').' Zva oµa'Ai:Jr µeru pvfJ1wv f3aivotev, Katµ~ Otarmau!Jei11 
avrolr ft r&;i,. 

Cicero, Tuscu!. Qu. ii, 16. "Spartiatarum quorum procedit Mora ad 
tibiam, neque adhibetur nlla sine anaprestis pedibus hortatio." 

The flute was also the instrument appropriated to Komus, or the excited 
movement of half-intoxicated revellers (Hesiod, Sent. Hercnl. 280; Athenre. 
xiv, pp. 617-618). 
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ally, - a large proportion of them being actively engaged in it.,1 
and receiving some training for the purpose as an ordinary 
branch of education. Neither the song nor the dance, under 
such conditions, could be otherwise than extremely simple. Ilut 
in process of time, the performance at the chief festivals tended 
to become more elaborate, and to fall into the hands of persons 
expressly and professionally trained, - the mass of the citizens 
gradually ceasing to take active part, and being present merely 
as spectators. Such was the pr:i.ctice which grew up in most 
parts of Greece,- and especially at Athens, where the dramatic 
chorus acquired its highest perfection. But the drama never 
found admission at Sparta, and the peculiarity of Spartan life· 
tended much to keep up the popular chorus on its ancient footing. 
It formed, in fact, one element in that never-ceasing drill to which 
the Spartans were subject from their boyhood, and it served a 
purpose analogous to their military training, in accustoming them 
to simultaneous and regulated movement., - insomuch that the 

. comparison between the chorus, especially in his Pyrrhic, or war
dances, and the military enomoty, seems to have been often dwelt 
·upon.2 In the singing of the solemn p:can in honor of Apollo, at 
the festival of the IIyakinthia, king Agesilaus was under the or
ders of the chorus-master, and sang in the place allotted to him ;3 
while the whole body of Spartans without exception, - the old, 

I Plato, Legg. vii, p. 803. 1%ovra Kat (i1lovra Kat. op;rovµevov, wr;re TOV~ 

µf.v {feovr; 1',iwr; aVr<iJ 7rapaUKtVu(rtv OVVaTOV eivat, CtC.: compare p. 799 j 

Maximus Tyr. Diss. xxxvii, 4; Aristophan, Ran. 950-975; Athenreus, xiv, 
p. 626; Polyb. iv, 30; Lucian, De Saltatione, c. 10, 11, 16, 31. 

Compare Aristotle (Problem xix, 15) about the primitive character and 
subsequent change of the chorus; and the last chapter of the eighth book 
of bis Politica: alrn, a striking passage in Plutarch (De Cupidine Divitia
rum, c. 8, p. 527) about the tramformation of the Dionysiac festival at 
Chreroncia from simplicity to costliness. 

2 Athcnreus, xiv, p. 628; Suidas, vol. iii, p. 715, ed. Kuster; I>Jutarch, 
Instituta Laconica, c. 32, - Kwµ'r'oiar; Kat rpan,oiar: ovK hKpowv-ro, lhrwr; µ~u 
lv U1rOV01i. µ~re tv 1ratOi(l, UKOVW!Il TWV uvnAeyovTWV rolr; voµoir;, -which 
exactly corresponds with the ethical view implied fa the alleged com·ersa
tion between Solon and Thespis (Plutarch, Solon, c. 29 : sec above, ch. xi, 

·vol. ii, p. 195), and with l'lato, Legg. vii, p. 817. 
3 Xenophon, Agesilaus, ii, 17. o1KaOe a1r£1,&wv eir; ril. 'Ya1'fv{fw, o7rov 

l-r&::i:flq vrriJ TOii xoporrowii, TOV 1ratuva r<iJ {fe~J uvvrnedl.et. 

http:uvvrnedl.et
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the middle-aged, and the youth, the ~atrons, and the virgins, 
were distributed in various choric companies,1 and trained to 
harmony both of voice and motion, which was publicly exhibited 
at the solemnities of the Gymnopredire. The word dancing must 
be understood in a larger sense than that in which it is now em
ployed, and as comprising every variety of rhythmical, accentu
ated, conspiring movements, or gesticulations, or postures of the 
body, from the slowest to the quickest ;2 cheironomy, or the dec
orous and expressive movement of the hands, being especially 
practised. 

We see thus that both at Sparta and in Krete (which ap
proached in respect to publicity of individual life most nearly to 
Sparta), the choric aptitudes and manifestations occupied a larger 
space than in any other Grecian city. And as a certain degree of 
musical and rl1ythmical variety was essential to meet this want,3 
while music was never taught to Spartan citizens individually, 
we farther understand how strangers like Terpander, Polymnes
tus, Thaletas, Tyrtreus, Alkman, etc., were not only received, but 
acquired great influence at Sparta, in spite of the preponderant 
spirit of jealous seclusion in the Spartan character. All these 
masters appear to have been effective in their own special voca
tion, - the training of the chorus, - to which they imparted 
new rhythmical action, and for which they composed new music. 
But Alkman did this, and something more; he possessed the 
genius of a poet, and his compositions were read afterwards 

1 l'lutarch, Lykurg. c. 14, 16, 21 ; Athenrens, xi,·, pp. 631-6:J2, xv, p. 678; 
Xenophon, Hellen. vi, 4, 15; De Hepublic. Lacedrem. ix, 5; Pindar, Hypor
chemata, J<'rngm. 78, ed. Bergk. 

AuKatva µev rrap{H.vwv uyeAa. 

Also, Alkman, Fragm. 13, ed. Bergk; Antigon. Caryst. Hist. ?.Iirab. c. 27. 
2 How extensively pantomimic the ancient orchesis was, may be seen by 

the example in Xenophon, Symposion, vii, 5, ix, 3-6, and Plutarch, Sym
posion ix, 15, 2: see K. F. Hermann, Lehrbuch der gottcsdicnstlichen 
Alterthiimcr dcr Gricehen, ch. 29. 

"Sane ut in religionibus saltaretur, hrec ratio est: quod nullam majores 
nostri partcm corporis esse volnerunt, qnre non sentiret religionem: nam 
cantus ad animum, saltatio ad mobilitatcm corporis pertinet." (Servius ad 
Virgil. Eclog. v, 73.) 

3 Aristot. Politic. viii, 4, 6. Ol AuKwve~-ov µav~uvovrer oµwr 
dvvavTat Kpivetv op~i:Jr, ,;,, <fiaat, Ta XP1JO"Ta Ka~ Ta µi'; TWV µiAWtJ. 
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with pleasure by those who could not hear them sung or see them 
danced. In the little of his poems which remains, we recognize 
that variety of rhythm and metre for which he was celebrated. 
In this respect he (together with the Kretan Thaletas, who is said 
to have introduced a more vehement style both of music and 
dance, with the Kretic and P:£onic rhythm, into Sparta!) sur
passed Archilochus, and prepared the way for the complicated 
choric movements of Stesichorus and Pindar; some of the frag
ments, too, manifest that fresh outpouring of individual sentiment 
and emotion which constitutes so much of the charm of popular 
poetry. Besides his touching address in old age to the Spartan 
virgins, over whose song and dance he had been accustomed to 
preside, - he is not afraid to speak of his hearty appetite, satis
fied with simple foou and relishing a bowl of warm broth at the 
winter tropic.2 . And he has attached to the spring an epithet, 
which comes home to the real feelings of a poor country more 
than those captivating pictures which abound in verse, ancient as 
well as modern: he calls it "the season of short fare," - the crop 
of the previous year being then nearly ~onsumed, the husband
man is compelled to pinch himself until his new harvest comes 

1 Homer, Hymn. Apoll. 340. Oloi TE Kp17rwv 'lrat~ove~, etc.: see Iloeckh, 
De Metris Pindari, ii, 7, p. 143 ; Ephorus ap. Strabo, x, p. 480; Plutarch, De 
:Musicf1, p. 1142. 

Respecting ThalCtas, and the grmlual alterations in the character of 
music at Sparta, lloeckh has given much instructive matter (Kreta, vol. iii, 
pp. 340-3i7). Hcspecting Nymplu"us of Kydonia, whom JE!ian (V. II. xii, 
50) puts in juxtaposition with Thaletas and Tcrpander, nothing is known. 

After what is called the second fashion of music ( rnriLara<Tt~) had thus 
been introduced by Thaletas and his coutemporaries, - the first fashion 
being that of Tcrpander,- no farther innovations were allowed. The 
ephors employed violent menus to prohibit the intended innovations of 
Phrynis and Timotheus, after the Persian war: see Plutarch Agis, c. 10. 

2 Aikman, :Frngm. 13-17, ed. Ilergk, u7ruµ¢ayor 'A'AKµuv: compare Fr. 
63. Aristides calls him 0 TWV 7rap-/Uvwv t'lratviT17~ KaL avµ,3ov'Aor (Or. xlv, 
vol. ii, p. 40, Dinclo1f). 

Of the Parthencia of Alkman (songs, hymns, and dances, composed for 
a chorus of maidens} there were at least two books (Stephanus Ilyzant. v, 
'Epvaix11 ). Ire was the earliest poet who acquired rcnmm in this species 
of composition, afterwards much pursued by Pindar, Bacchylidcs, and 
Simonidcs of Keos: sec 'Velcker, Alkmnn. Fragment. p. 10. 
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in.I Those who recollect that in earlier periods of our history, 
and in all countries where there is little accumulated stock, an 
exorbitant difference is often experienced in the price of corn 
before and after the harvest, will feel the justice of Alkman's 
description. 

Judging from these and from a few other fragments of this poet, 
Alkman appears to have combined the life and exciting vigor of 
Archilochus in the song properly so called, sung by himsclfindivid
ually,-with a larger knowledge of musical and rhythmical effect 
in regard to the choric performance. Ile composed in the Laco
nian dialect, - a variety of the Doric with some intermixture of 
1Eolisms. And it was from him, jointly with those other compos
ers who figured at Sparta during the century after Terpander, as 
well as from the simultaneous development of the choric muse2 
in Argos, Sikyon, Arcadia, and other parts of Pcloponnesus, 
that the Doric dialect acquired permanent footing in Greece, as 
the only proper dialect for choric compositions. Continued by 
Stesichorus and Pindar, this habit passed even to the Attic dram
atists, whose choric songs _are thus in a great measure Doric, 
while their dialogue is Attic. At Sparta, as well as in other 
parts of Peloponnesus,3 the musical and rhythmical style appears 
to have been fixed by Aikman and his contemporaries, and to 
have been tenaciously maintained, for two or three centuries, 
with little or no innovation ; the more so, as the flute-players at 
Sparta formed an hereditary profession, who followed the routine 
of their fathers.4 

1 Aikman, Frag. 64, ed. Bcrgk. 
•f1.par o' fof/KE T(leir, {}ipor 
Kat xeiJLa 1( 

1 w;rwpav TpiTav • 

Kai TiTpaTov To ~p, oKa 

~aAAet JlfV, l!T19ietv o' Mav 
ov" tcITi. 

1 Plutarch, De Musira, c. 9, p. 1134. About the dialect of Aikman, see 
Ahrens, De Dialccto JEolicfi, sects. 2, 4; about his different metres, Welcker, 
Aikman. Fragm. pp. 10-12. 

3 Plutarch, De Musica, c. 32, p. 1142, c. 37, p. 1144; Athenreus, xiv, p. 
632. In Krete, also, the popularity of the primitive musical composers was 
maintained, though along with the innoYator Timotheus: see Inscription 
No. 3053, ap. Boeckh, Corp. Ins. 

4 Herodot. Yi, 60. They were probably a ;-ivor with an heroic progenitor, 
like the hernltls, to whom the historinn compares tlwm. 
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Alkman was the last poet who addressed himself to the popu
lar chorus. Both Arion and Stesichorus composed for a body of 
trained men, with a degree of variety and involution such as 
could not be attained by a mere fraction of the people. The 
primitive dithyrambus was a round choric dance and song in 
honor of Dionysus,' common to Naxos, Thebes, and seemingly 
to many other places, at the Dionysiac festival, - a spontaneous 
effusion of drunken men in the hour of revelry, wherein the poet 
Archilochus, ''with the thunder of wine full upon his mind," had 
often taken the chief part.;i Its exciting character approached to 
the worship of the Great Mother in Asia, and stood in contrast with 
the solemn and stately prcan addressed to Apollo. Arion intro
duced into it an alteration such as Archilochus had himself brought 
about in the scurrilous iambus. Ile converted it into an elaborate 
composition in honor of the god, sung and danced by a chorus of 
fifty persons, not only sober, but trained with great strictness; 
though its rhythm and movements, and its equipment in the 
character of satyrs, presented more or less an imitation of the 
primitive license. Boru at :J\Iethymna in Lesbos, Arion appears 
as a harper, singer, and composer, much farnred by Periander at 
Corinth, in which city he first ''composed, denominated, and 
taught the dithyramb," earlier than any one known to Ilerodo
tus.3 Ile did not, however, remain permanently there, but trav
elled from city to city, exhibiting at the festival;; for money, 
especially to Sicilian and Italian Greece, where he acquired large 
gains. "'\Ye may here again remark how the poets M well as the 
festirnls served to promote a sentiment of unity among the dis
persed Greeks. Such transfer of the dithyramb, from the field 

1 Pindar, Fragm. 44, ed. Dcrgk: Schol. ad Pindar. Olymp. xiii, 25; Pro
clus, Chrestomathia, c. 12-14, ad calc. IIephrest. Gaisf. p. 382: compare 
,V. M. Schmidt, In Dithyrambum Poctarumque Dithyrambicorum Re
liquias, pp.171-183 (Berlin, 1845). 

• Archiloch. Frugm. 72, ed. Dergk. 

'£?, Atc.ivi!crov uvaKTO(" KaAov 1:;apfot µ€AO(" 

Ol<la OL1%paµ(3ov, OLVIJ ;vyKtpavvwt'M!: <f>pi:va(". 


The old oracle quoted in Demosthcn. cont. Meidiam, about the Dionysia 
at Athens, enjoins-Awvfo't' r5r1µonAi/ lepil TtAtlv, Kal KpaTf/pa Ke pa· 
(1 at, Kat XOpOV(" frJTavat. 

1 Herodot. i, 23; Suidas, v, 'Apiiiv; Pindar, Olymp. xiii, 25. 
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ARION. - STESICIIORUS. 

of spontaneous nature into the garden of art,t constitutes the first 
stage in the refinement of Dionysiac worship; which will here
after be found still farther exalted in the form of the Attic 
drama. 

The date of Arion seems about GOO B.c., shortly after Aik
man: that of Stesichorus is a few years later. To the latter the 
Greek chorus owed a high degree of improvement, and in par
ticular the last finbhed distribution of its performance into the 
strophe, the antistrophe, and the epudus : the turn, the return, 
and the rest,-the rhythm and metre of the song during each 
strophe corresponded with that <luring the antistrophe, but was 
varied during the epOdus, and again varied during the following 
strophes. Until this time the song had been monostrophic, con
sisting of nothing more than one uniform stanza, repeated from 
the beginning to the end of the composition ;2 so that we may 
easily see how vast was the new complication and difficulty intro
duced by Stesichorus, - not less for the performers than for the 
composer, himself at that time the teacher and trainer of per
formers. Both this poet and his contemporary the flute-player 
Sakadas of Argos, - who gained the prize at the first three 
Pythian games founded after the Sacred \Var, - seem to have 
surpassed their predecessors in the breadth of subject which they 
embraced, borrowing from the inexhaustible province of ancient 
legend, and expanding the choric song into a well-sustained 
epical narrative.3 Indeed, these Pythian games opened a new 

Aristot. Poetic. c. 6, 1.yevvrwav T~V ITOL1}11lV El< TWV avTOl7XEOtal7µuTt.JV: 
again, to the same effect, ibid. c. 9. 

2 Aikman slightly departed from this rule: in one of his compositions of 
fourteen strophes, the last seven were. in a different metre from the first 
seven (Hephrestion, c. xv, p. 134, Gaisf.; Hermann, Elementa Doctrin. 
Metricro, c. xvii, sect. 595). 'AAKµavi1<~ KaivoToµia 1<at !.T1}17tX6pewr (Plu
tarch, De l\fusica, p. 1135 ). 

3 J>ansanias, vi, 14, 4; x, 7, 3. Sakadas, as well as Stcsichorus, composed 
an 'Uiov rrep17tr (Athcnreus, xiii, p. 609). 

"Stesichorum (observes Quintilian, x, I) quam sit ingcnio Yalidus, ma. 
terire quoque ostendunt, maxima bella et clarissimos cancntem duccs, et 
epici carminis onera lyra sustinentcm. Reddit enim personis iu agendo 
simul loquendoque debitam dignitatem: ac si tenuisset modum, videtur 
romnhtri proximus Homerum potuisse: scd redundat, atque cffmi.ditur; 
quod, ut est reprehendendum, ita copire vitium est." 

http:avTOl7XEOtal7�uTt.JV
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career to musical composers just at the time when Sparta began 
to be closed against musical novelties. 

Alkreus and Sappho, both natives of Lesbos, appear about con
temporaries with Arion, B.c. 610-580. Of their once celebrated 
lyric compositions, scarcely anything remains. But the criti
cisms which are preserved on both of them place them in strong 
contrast with Aikman, who lived and composed under the more 
restrictive atmosphere of Sparta, - and in considerable analogy 
with the turbulent vehemence of Archilochus,t though without 
his intense private malignity. Tioth composed for their own Jo. 
cal audience, and in their own Lesbian .lEolic dialect; not be
cause there was any peculiar fitness in that dialect to express 
their Yein of sentiment, but because it was more familiar to their 
hearers.' Sappho herself boasts of the preeminence of the Les· 
bian bards ;~ and the celebrity of Terpander, Perikleitas, and 
Arion, permits us to suppo.<c that there may have been before 
her many popular bards in the island who did not attain to Hel
lenic celebrity. Alkreus included in hi::; songs the fiercest bursts 
of political feeling, the stirring alternations of war and exile, and 
all the ardent reli~h of a susceptible man for wine and love.3 
The love-song seems to have formed the principal theme of Sap
pho, who, however, also composed odes or songs4 on a great vari-

Simonides of Keus (Frap;. 19, ed. Bergk} pats Homer nrnl Stcsiehorus 
together: 8ec the epigram of Antipater in the Anthologia, t. i, p. 328, ed Ja
cobs, and Dio Chrysostom, Or. 55, vol. ii, p. 284, Rcisk. Compare Kleine, 
Stesichori Fragment. pp. 30-34 (Berlin 1828 ), and 0. l\liillor, History of the 
Literature of Ancient Greece, ch. xiv, sect. 5. 

Th<l musical composers of Argos are affirmed by Herodotus to have been 
the most renowned in Greece, half acentury after Sakadas (Her. iii, 131 ). 

1 Horat. Epistol. i, 19, 23. 
•Sappho, Fmgm. 93, ed. Bergk. See also Plclrn, Leshiaca, pp. 145-165. 

Respecting the poetesses, two or three of whom were noted, contemporary 
with Sappho, see Ulrici, Gesch. der Hellen. Poesic, vol. ii, p. 370. 

3 Dionys. Hal. Ant. Rom. v, 82; llorat. Od. i, 32, ii, 13; Cicero, De Nat. 
Deor. i, 28; the sti;king passage in Plutarch, Symposion iii, 1, 3, ap. Bergk. 
Fragm. 42. In the view of Dionysius, the JEolie dialect of Alkrous and 
Sappho diminished the value of their compositions : the JEolic accent, 
analogous to the Latin, and acknowledging scarcely any oxyton words, 
must liave rendered them much less agreeable in recitation or song. 

4 See Plutarch, De l\fosic. p. 1136 ; Dionys. Hal. de Comp. Verb. c. 23, 



91 GNff:llTC POETS. 

ety of other subjects, serious as well as satirical, and is said far
ther to have first employed the JHixolydian moue in music. It 
displays the tendency of the age to metrical and rhythmical nov
elty, that Alkreus and Sappho are said to liave each invented the 
peculiar stanza, well-known under their respective names,- com
binations of the dactyl, trochee, and iambus, analogous to the 
asynartctic verses of Archiloch.us; they by no means confinetl 
themselves, however, to Alkaic and Sapphic metre. Both the one 
and the other composed hymns to the gods ; indeeil, this is a 
theme common to all the lyric and choric poets, whatever may 
be their peculiarities in other ways. l\Iost of their compositions 
were songs for the single voice, not for the chorus. The poetry 
of Alkams is the more worthy of note, as it is the earliest in
stance of the employment of the l\Iuse in actual political war
fare, and shows the increased hold which that motive was acquir
ing on the Grecian mintl. 

The gnomic poets, or moralists in verse, approach by the tone 
of their sentiments more to the nature of prose. They begin 
with Sin1oni<les of Amorgos or of Samos, the contcm1)orary of 
Archilochus: indeetl, the latter }1imself devoted some composi
tions to the illustrative fable, which had not been unknown even 
to Hesiod. In the remains of Simonides of Amorgos we trace 
nothing relative to the man personally, though he too, like 
Archilochus, is said to have had an individual enemy, Orodre
kides, whose character was aspersed by his muse.• His only 

p. l i3, Reisk, and some striking passages of Ilimerius, in respect to Sappho 
(i. 4, 16, 19; Maximus Tyrius, Dissert. xxiv, 7-9), ancl the encomium of 
the critical Dionysius (De Compos. Verborum, c. 23, p. 173). 

The author of the Parian mnrble adopts, as one of his chronological 
epochs (Epoch 37), the flight of Sappho, or exile, from l\Iitylene to Sicily, 
somewhere between 604-596 n.c. There probably was something remark
able whieh induced him to single out tl1is event; bnt we do not know what, 
nor can we trust the hints suggested by Ovid (Heroicl. xv, 51 ). 

Nine books of Sappho's songs were eolleeted by the later literary Greeks, 
arranged chiefly accorcling to the metres (C. F. Neue, Sapphonis Fragm. p 
II, Berlin 182i). There were ten books of the songs of Alka~us (Athe
nreus, xi, p. 481 ), and both Aristophanes (Grnmrnaticus) and Aristarchus 
published editions of them. (Hephrestion, c. xv, p. 134, Gaisf.) Dikrearchus 
wrote a commentary upon his songs (Athenreus, xi, p. 461). 

1 'Vclckcr, Simoniclis Arnorgini Iambi qui supersnnt, p. 9. 

http:Archiloch.us
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considerable poem extant is devoted to a survey of the charac
ters of women, in iambic verse, and by way of comparison with 
various animals, - the mare, the ass, the bee, etc. It follows 
out the Hesiodic vein respecting the social and economical mis
chief usually caused by women, with some few honorable excep
tions ; but the poet shows a much larger range of observation 
and illustration, if we compare him with his predecessor Hesiod; 
moreover, his illustrations come fresh from life and reality. "\Vc 
find in this early iambist the same sympathy with industry and 
its due rewards which are observable in Hesiod, together with a 
still more melancholy sense of the uncertainty of human events. 

Of Solon and Theognis I have spoken in former chapters. 
They reproduce in part the moralizing vein of Simoni des, though 
with a strong admixture of personal feeling and a direct applica
tion to passing events. The mixture of political with social 
morality, which we find in both, marks their more advanced age: 
Solon bears in this respect the same relation to Simonides, as 
11is contemporary Alk::cus bears to Archilochus. His poems, as 
far as we can judge by the fragments remaining, appear to have 
been short occasional effusions, - with the exception of the epic 
poem respecting the submerged island of Atlantis; which he 
began towards the close of his life, but never finished. They 
are elegiac, trimeter iambic, and trochaic tetrameter : in hi8 
hands certainly neither of these metres can be said to have any 
special or separate character. If the poems of Solon are short, 
those of Theognis arc much shorter, and are indeed so much 
broken (as they stand in our present collection), as to read like 
separate epigrams or bursts of feeling, which the poet had not 
taken the trouble to incorporate in any definite scheme or series. 
They form a singular mixture of maxim and passion,-of gen
eral precept with personal affection towards the youth Kyrnus, 
- which surprises us if tried by the standard of literary compo
sition, but which seems a very genuine manifestation of an im
poverished exile's complaints and restlessness. "\Vhat remains to 
us of Phokylides, another of the gnomic poets nearly contempo
rary with Solon, is nothing more than a few maxims in verse, 
couplets, with the name of the author in several cases embodied 
in them. 

Amidst all the variety of rhythmical and metrical innovations 



93 RELATIO.N' OF POETRY TO :m;src. 

which have been enumerated, the ancient epic continued to be 
recited by the rhapsodes as before, and some new epical compo
sitions were adtled to the existing stock: Eugammon of Kyrene, 
about the 50th Olympiad., (580 n. c.) appears to be the last of 
the series. At Athens, especially, both Solon and Peisistratus 
manifested great solicitude as well for the recitation as for the 
correct preservation of the Iliad. Perhaps its popularity may 
have been diminished by the competition of so much lyric and 
choric poetry, more showy and striking in its accompaniments, as 
well as more changeful in its rhythmical character. 'Vbatever 
secondary effect, however, this newer species of poetry may 
have derived from such helps, its primary effect was produced 
by real intellectual or poetical excellence,- by the thoughts, 
sentiment, and expression, not by tlte accompaniment. For a 
long time the musical composer and the poet continued generally 
to be one and the same person; and besides those who have 
acquired sufficient distinction to reach posterity, we cannot doubt 
that there were many known only to their own contemporaries. 
But with all of them the instrument and the melody constituted 
only the inferior part of' that which was known by the name of 
music,- altogether subordinate to the "thoughts tl1at breathe 
and words that burn."t Exactness and variety of rhythmical 
pronunciation gave to the latter their full effect upon a delicate 
ear ; but such pleasure of the ear was ancillary to the emotion 
of mind arising out of the sense conveyed. Complaints are 
made by the poets, even so early as 500 n.c., tl1at the accompani
ment was becoming too prominent. But it was not until t11e age 
of the comic poet Aristophanes, towards the end of the fifth cen
tury n.c., that the primitive relation between the instrumental 
accompaniment and the words was really reversed,- and loud 
were the complaints to which it gave rise; 2 the performance of 

1 Aristophan. Nubcs, 536. 
'A}J.' avTfj KUl roir l1!'c<TlV 1!'l<TTCVoVa' £').~},v{Jev. 

2 See Pratinas ap. Athenreum, xiv, p. 617, also p. 636, and the striking 
fragment of the lost comic poet Pherckrates, in Plutarch, De Musica, p. 
1141, containing the bitter remonstrance of ];Ju,•ic (l\fovatK~) against the 
wrong which she had suffered from the dithyrambist Melanippidcs: com
pare also Aristophanes, Nubcs, 951-972; Athenreus, xiv, p. 617; Horat. 
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the flute or harp then became more elaborate, showy, and over
powering, while the words were so put together as to show off 
the player's execution. I notice briefly this subsequent revolu
tion for the purpose of setting forth, by contrast, the truly intel
lectual character of the original lyric aud choric poetry of 
Greece; and of showing how much the vague sentiment arising 
from mere musical sound was lost in the more definite emotion, 
and in the more lasting and reproductive combinations, generated 

·by poetical meaning. 
The name and poetry of Solon, and the short maxims, or say

ings, of Phokylides, conduct us to the mention of the Seven 
Wise J\Ien of Greece. Solon was himself one of the seven, and 
most if not all of them were poets, or composers in verse.l To 
most of them is ascribed also an abundance of pithy repartees, 
together with one short saying, or maxim, peculiar to each, serv
ing as a sort of distinctive motto ;;J indeed, the test of an accom
plished man about this time was his talent for singing or 
reciting poetry, and for making smart and ready answers. Re
specting this constellation of wise men, - who in the next cen

.Art. Poetic. 205 ; and W. J\I. Schmidt, DiatriM in Dithyrnmbum, ch. viii, 
pp. 250-265. 

To ao{3apuv Kat 7reptrriJv -the character of the newer music (Plutarch, 
.Agis, c. 10)-as contrasted with riJ a<µvuv Kat a7repiepyov of the old music 
(Plutarch, De J\fusica, t1t sup.): ostentation and affected display, against 
seriousness and simplicity. It is by no means certain that these reproaches 
against the more recent music of the Greeks were well founded; we may 
well be rendered mistrustful of their accuracy when we hear similar re· 
marks and contrasts advanced with regard to the music of our last three 
centuries. The rlrnraeter of Greek poetry certainly tended to degenerate 
after Euripides. 

1 Bias of Pricnc composed a poem of two thousand verses, on the condi
tion of Ionia (Diogcn. Laert. i, 85), from which, perhaps, Herodotus may 
have derived, either directly or indirectly, the judicious advice which he 
ascribes to that philosopher on the occasion of the first Persian conquest 
of Ionia (Herod. i, 170). 

Not merely Xenophanes the philosopher (Diogcn. Laert. viii, 36, ix, 20), 
but long after him Parmenides and Empcdokltls, composed in verse. 

'-See the aecount given by Herodotus (vi, 128-129) of the way in which 
Klci;thenes of Sikyon tested the comparative education (7rai&vair) of the 
various suitors who came to woo his <laughter, - ol cle µvfjar11pe, lptv elxov 
itµipi Te µovaucij i.:cil Ti;i lieyoµfv't' li; ril µfoov. 
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tury of Grecian history, when philosophy came to be a matter of 
discussion and argumentation, were spoken of with great eulogy, 
-all the statements are confused, in part even contradictory. 
Neither the number, nor the names, are given by all authors 
alike. Dikrearchus numbered ten, Ilermippus seventeen: the 
names of Solon the Athenian, Thales the l\lilesian, Pittakus the 
Mitylencan, and Ilias the Prienean, were comprised in all the 
lists, - and the remaining names as given by Plato 1 were, Kle
obulus of Lindus in Rhodes, l\Iyson of Chenre, and Cheilon of 
Sparta. By others, however, the names are differently stated: 
nor can we certainly distribute among them the sayings, or mot
toes, upon which in later days the Amphiktyons conferred the 
honor of inscription in the Delphian temple: Know thyself,
Nothing too much, - Know thy opportunity, - Suretyship is the 
precursor of ruin. Bias is praised as an excellent judge, and 
Myson was declared by the Delphian oracle to be the most dis
creet man among the Greeks, according to the testimony of the 
satirical poet Hippunax. This is the oldest testimony (540 n.c.) 
which can be produced in favor of any of the seven; but Kle
obulus of Lindus, far from being universally extolled, is pro
nounced by the poet Simonides to be a fool.2 Dikrearchus, 
however, justly observed, that these seven or ten persons were 
not wise men, or philosophers, in the sense which those words 
bore in his day, but persons of practical discernment in reference 
to man and society,a - of the same turn of mind as their con

1 Plato, Protagoras, e. 28, p. 343. 
1 Hipponax, Fragm. 77, 34, ed. Ilergk-rcal otK(u;<Jarr{Jai Biavro1: roii 

Ilpt1Jvf:oc rcpeirrnv • 

• • • • • • Kat l\lv<TCJV, av .:i, 11"01.A.<Jv 
'Avelrrev livr5pwv <Jii<fipoveurarov 1ravTCJv, 

Simonides, Fr. 6, ed. Ilcrgk- µCJpov <fiCJri'» uoe (3ovAii. Diogen. I.3£rt. 
i, 6, 2. 

Simonides treats Pittakus with more reRpeet, though questioning an 
opinion delivered by him (Fragm. 8, ed. Ilcrgk; Plato, Protagoras, e. 26, 
p. 339). 

3 Dikrearchus ap. Diogcn. Lai!rt. i, 40. uvvETovr rca2 voµo>'Jertrcovr r5etvo
T1JTa 1rOAtTtK~/V /cat npaur~ptov <JVVt(]tV. Plutarch, Thcmistok!es, c. 2. 

About the story of the tripod, which is said to have gone the round of 
these Seven 'Vise Men, see Menage ad Diogen. Lat!rt. i, 28, p. 17. 
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temporary the fabulist 1Esop, though not employing the sam~ 
mode of illustration. Their appearance forms an epoch in Gre
cian history, inasmuch as they are the first persons who ever 
acquired an Hellenic reputation grounded on mental competency 
apart from poetical genius or effect, - a proof that political and 
social prudence was beginning to be appreciated and admired on 
its own account. Solon, Pittakus, Bias, and Thales, were all 
men of influence - the first two even men of ascendency,1 - in 
their respective cities. Kleobulus was despot of Lindus, and 
Periander (by some numbered among the seven) of Corinth. 
Thales stands di$tinguished as the earliest name in physical phi
losophy, with which the other contemporary wise men are not 
said to have meddled; their celebrity rests upon moral, social, 
and political wisdom exclusively, which came into greater honor 
as the ethical feeling of the Greeks improved and as their expe
rience became enlarged. 

In these celebrated names we have social philosophy in its early 
and infantine state, - in the shape of homely sayings or admo
nitions, either supposed to be self-evident, or to rest upon some 
great authority divine or human, but neither accompanied by 
reasons nor recognizing any appeal to· inquiry and discussion as 
the proper test of their rectitude. From such unsuspecting ac
quiescence, the sentiment to which these admonitions owe their 
force, we are partially liberated even in tlrn poet Simonides of 
Keos, who (as before alluded to) severely criticizes the song of 
Kleobulus as well as its author. The half-century which fol
lowed the age of Simonides (the interval between about 480-430 
B.c.) broke down that sentiment more and more, by familiarizing 
the public with argumentative controversy in the public assembly, 
the popular judicature, and even on the dramatic stage. And the 
increased self-working of the Grecian mind, thus created, mani
fested itself in Sokrates, who laid open all ethical and social doc
trines to the scrutiny of reason, and who first awakened among 
his countrymen that love of dialectics which never left them,
an analytical interest in the mental process of inquiring out, ver
ifying, proving, and expounding truth. To this capital item of 

1 Cicero, De Republ. i, 7 ; Plutarch, in Delph. p. 385; Bcrnhardy, Grun
driss der Griechischen Litteratur, vol. i, sect. 66, not. 3. 
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human progress, secured through the Greeks - and through 
them only- to mankind generally, our attention will be called 
at a later period of the history ; at present, it is only mentioned 
in contrast with the naked, dogmatical laconism of the Seven 
·wise l\fen, and with the simple enforcement of the early poets: 
a state in which morality has a certain place in the feelings, - but 
no root, even among the superior minds, in the conscious exercise 
of reason. 

The -interval between Archilochus and Solon (660-580 B.c.) 
seems, as has been remarked in my former volume, to be the 
period in which writing first came to be applied to Greek poems, 
- to the Homeric poems among the number; and shortly after 
the end of that period, commences the era of compositions with
out metre or prose. The philosopher Pherekydes of Syros, 
about 550 B.c., is called by some the earliest prose-writer; but 
no prose-writer for a considerable time afterwards acquired any 
celebrity, - seemingly none earlier than Hekatreus of l\Iiletus,t 
about 510-4UO B.c.,-prose being a subordinate and ineffective 
species of composition, not always even perspicuous, but requir
ing no small practice before the power was acquired of rendering 
it interesting.9 Down to the generation preceding Sokrates, the 
poets continued to be the grand leaders of the Greek mind: until 
then, nothing was taught to youth except to read, to remember, 
to recite musically and rhythmically, and to comprehend poetical 
compos1t10n. The comments of preceptors, addressed to their 
pupils, may probably have become fuller and more instructive, but 
the text still continued to be epic or lyric poetry. "\Ve must re
collect also that these poets, so enunciated, were the best masters 
for acquiring a full command of the complicated accent and 
rhythm of the Greek language, - essential to an educated man 
in ancient times, and sure to be detected if not properly acquired. 
Not to mention the Choliambist Hipponax, who seems to have been 
possessed with the devil of Archilocbus, and in part also with his 

Pliny, H. N. vii, 57. Suidas v, 'E1<araio(". 

~ H. Ritter (Geschichte der Philosophie, ch. vi, p. 243) has some good 
remarks on the difficulty and ol:>scurity of the early Greek prose-writers, in 
reference to the darkness of expression and meaning universally charged 
upon the philosophe.r Herakleitus. 

VOL. IV. 5 7OC. 
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genius,-Anakreon, lbykus, Pindar, Bacchylides, Simonides, and 
the dramatists of Athens, continue the line of eminent poets 
without intermission. After the Persian war, the requirements 
of public speaking created a class of rhetorical teachers, while 
the gradual spread of physical philosophy widened the range of 
instruction; so that prose compo9ition, for speech or for writing, 
occupied a larger and larger share of the attention of men, 
and was gradually wrought up to high perfection, such as 
we see for the first time in Herodotus. But before it became 
thus improved, and acquired that style which was the condition 
of wide-spread· popularity, we may be sure that it had been 
silently used as a means of recording information; and that 
neither the large mass of geographical matter contained in the 
Periegesis of Hekatreus, nor the map first prepared by his 
contemporary, Anaximander, could have been presented to the 
world, without the previous labors of unpretending prose writers, 
who set down the mere results of their own experience. The 
acquisition of prose-writing, commencing as it does about the age 
of Peisistratus, is not less remarkable as an evidence of past, 
than as a means of future, progress. 

Of that splendid genius in sculpture and architecture, which 
shone forth in Greece after the Persian invasion, the first linea
ments only are discoverable between G00-560 B. c., in Corinth, 
.lEgina, Samos, Chios, Ephesus, etc., - enough, however, to give 
evidence of improvement and progress. Glaukus of Chios is 
said to have discovered the art of welding iron, and Rhrekus, or 
his son Theodorus of Samos, the art of casting copper or brass in 
a mould: both these discoveries, as far as can be made out, ap
pear to date a little before 600 B.c.l The primitive memorial, 

1 See 0. Miiller, Archiiologie der Knnst, sect. 61 ; Sillig, Catalogus 
Artificium, -under Theodorus and Telckles. 

Thiersch (Epochen der Bildenden Kunst, pp. 182-190, 2d edit.) places 
Rhrekus near the beginning of the recorded Olympiads; and supposes two 
artists named Theodorus, one the grandson of the other; but this seems to 
me not sustained by any adequate authority (for the loose chronology of 
Pliny about the Samain school of artists is not more trustworthy than 
about the Chian school,-compare xxxv, 12, and xxxvi, 3), and, moreover, 
intrinsically improbable. Herodotus (i, 51) speaks of "the Samian Theo
domR," and seems to have known only one person so called : Diodorus 
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erected in honor of a god, did not even pretend to be an image, 
but was often nothing more than a pillar, a board, a shapeless 
stone, a post, etc., fixed so as to mark and consecrate the local
ity, and receiving from the neighborhood respectful care and dec
oration, as well as worship. Sometimes there was a real statue, 
though of the rudest character, carved in wood: and the families 
of carvers, - who, from father to son, exercised this profession, 
represented in Attica by the name of Dredalus, and in the .L°Egina 
by the name of Smilis, - adhered long, with strict exactness, to 
the consecrated type of each particular god. Gradually, the 
wish grew up to change the material, as well as to correct the 
rudeness, of such primitive idols ; sometimes the original wood 
was retained as the material, but covered in part with ivory or 
gold, - in other cases, marble or metal was substituted. Dipee
nus and Skyllis of Krete acquired renown as workers in marble, 
about the 50th Olympiad (580 B.c.), and from them downwards 
a series of names may be traced, more or less distinguished; 
moreover, it seems about the same period that the earliest temple
offerings, in works of art, properly so called, commence,~ the 
golden statue of Zeus, and the large carved chest, dedicated by 
the Kypselids of Corinth at Olympia.I The pious associations, 
however, connected with the old type were so strong, that the 

(i, 98) and Pausanias (x, 38, 3) give different accounts of Theodorus, but 
the positive evidence docs not enalile us to verify the genealogies either of 
Thiersch or 0. l\Iiiller. Herodotus (iv, 152) mentions the 'Hpaiov at Samos 
in connection with events near Olymp. 37; but this does not prove that the 
great temple which he himself saw, a century and a half later, had been 
begun before Olymp. 37, as Thiersch would infer. The statement of 0. 
Miiller, •that this temple was begun in Olymp. 35, is not authenticated 
(Arch. der Kunst, sect. 53). 
• 1 Pausanias tells us distinctly that this chest was dedicated at Olympia 
by the Kypselids, descendants of Kypselus; and this seems credible enough. 
But he also tells us that this was the identical chest in which the infaut 
Kypselus had been concealed, believing the story as told in Herodotus 
(v, 92). In this latter belief I cannot go along with him, nor do I think 
that there is any evidence for believing the chest to have been of more 
ancient date than the persons who dedicated it, - in spite of the opinions 
of O. Muller and Thiersch to the contrary (O. l\Iiiller, Architol. der Kunst, 
sect. 57; Thiersch, Epoehen der Griechischen Kunst, p. 169, 2d edit.; 
Pausan. v, 17, 2). 
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hand of the artist was greatly restrained in dealing with statues 
of _the gods. It was in statues of men, especially in those of the 
victors at Olympia and other sacred games, that genuine ideas of 
beauty were first aimed at and in part attained, from whence 
they passed afterwards to the statues of the gods. Such statues 
of the athletes seem to commence somewhere between Olympiad 
53-58, (568-548 B.C.) 

Nor is it until the same interval of time (between 600-550 
B.c.) that we find any traces of these ~rchitectural monuments, 
by which the more important cities in Greece. afterwards at
tracted to themselves so much renown. The two greatest tem
ples in Greece known to Herodotus were, the Artemision at 
Ephesus, and the Hera~on at Samos : the former of these seems 
to have been commenced, by the Samian Theodorus, about GOO 
B.c., - the latter, begun by the Samian Rhrekus, can hardly be 
traced to any higher antiquity. The first attempts to decorate 
Athens by such additions proceeded from Peisistratus and his 
sons, near the same time. As far as we can judge, too, in the 
al.>s~nce of all direct evidence, the temples of Prestum in Italy 
and Selinus in Sicily seem to fall in this same century. Of 
painting, during these early centuries, nothing can be affirmed; 
it never at any time reached the same perfection as sculpture, 
and we may presume that its _years of infancy were at least 
equally rude. 

The immense development of Grecian art subsequently, and 
the great perfection of Grecian artists, are facts of great impor
tance in the history of the human race. And in regard to the 
Greeks themselves, they not only actecl powerfully on the taste 
of the people, but were also valuable indirectly as the i;:ommon 
boast of Hellenism, and as supplying one bond of fraternal sym
pathy as well as of mutual pride, among its widcly-clispersed 
sections. It is the paucity and weakness of these bonds whicli 
renders the history of Greece, prior to 560 B.c., little better than 
a series of parallel, but isolated threads, each attached to a sep
arate city ; and that increased range of joint lielleniG_ feeling 
and action, upon which we shall presently enter, thougli arising 
doubtless in great measure from new and common dangers 
threatening many cjties at once, - also springs in part from 
those other causes which have been enumerated in this chapter, 
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as acting on the Grecian mind. It proceeds from the stimulus 
applied to all the common feelings in religion, art, and recrea
tion, - from the gradual formation of national festivals, appeal
ing in various ways to tastes and sentiments which animated 
every Hellenic bosom,-from the inspirations of men of genius, 
poets, musicians, sculptors, architects, who supplied more or less 
in every Grecian city, education for the youth, training for the 
chorus, and ornament for the locality, - from the gradual expan
sion of science, philosophy, and rhetoric, during the coming 
period of this history, which rendered one city the intellectual 
capital of Greece, and brought to Isokrates and Plato pupils 
from the most distant parts of the Grecian world. It was this 
fund of common tastes, tendencies, and aptitudes, which caused 
the social atoms of Hellas to gravitate towards each other, and 
which enabled the Greeks to become something better and 
greater than an aggregate of petty disunited communities like 
the Thracians or Phrygians. And the creation of such common, 
extra-political Hellenism, is the most interesting phenomenon 
which the historian has to point out in the early period now 
under our notice. He is called upon to dwell upon it the more 
forcibly, because the modern reader has generally no idea of 
national union without political union, - an association foreign 
to the Greek mind. Strange as it may seem to find a song
writer put forward as an active instrument of union among his 
fellow-Hellens, it is not the less true, that those poets, whom we 
have briefly passed in review, by enriching the common lan
guage, and by circulating from town to town either in person or 
in their compositions, contributed to fan ·the flame of Pan-Hel
lenic patriotism at a time when there were few circumstances to 
cooperate with them, and when the causes tending to perpetuate 
isolation seemed in the ascendant. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

GnECIAN AFFAIRS DURIXG THE GOVERXMENT OF PEISISTRATUS 
AXD HIS SO:NS AT ATHEXS. 

WE now arrive at what may be called the second period of 
Grecian history, beginning with the rule of Peisistratus at 
Athens and of Crccsus in Lydia. 

It has heen already stated that Peisistratus made himself 
despot of Athens in JGO n.c.: he died in 527 n.c., and was suc
ceeded by his son Hippias, who was deposed and expelled in 
510 n.c., thus making an entire space of fifty years between the 
first exaltation of the father and the final expulsion of the son. 
These chronological points are settled on good evidence : but the 
thirty-three years covered by the reign of l"'eisistratus are inter
rupted by two periods of exile, - one of them lasting not less 
than ten years, - the other, five years. And the exact place of 
the years of exile, being nowhere laid down upon authority, has 
been differently determined by the conjectures of chronologers.1 
Partly from this half-known chronology, pa11ly from a very 
scanty collection of facts, the history of the half-century now 
before us can only be given very imperfectly: nor can we won
der at our ignorance, when we find that even among the Athe
nians themselves, only a century afterwards, statements the most 
incorrect and contradictory respecting the Peisistratids were in 
circulation, as Thucy4ides distinctly, and somewhat reproachfully, 
acquaints us. 

l\Iore than thirty years had now elapsed since the promulga
tion of the Solonian constitution, whereby the annual senate of 
Four Hundred had been created, and the public assembly (pre
ceded in its action as well as aided and regulated by this senate) 
invested with a power of exacting responsibility from the magis

1 Mr. Fynes Clinton (Fast. Hellen. vol. ii, Appendix, c. 2, p .. 201) has 
stated and discussed the different opinions on the chronology of Peisistra
tus and his sons. 
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trates after their year of office. The seeds of the subsequent 
democracy had thus been sown, and no doubt the administration 
of the archons had been practically softened by it ; but nothing 
"in the nature of a democratical sentiment had yet been created. 
A hundred years hence, we shall find that sentiment unanimous 
and potent among the enterprising masses of Athens and Peir::e
eus, and shall be called upon to listen to loud complaints of the 
difficulty of dealing with "that angry, waspish, intractable little 
old man, Demus of Pnyx," - so Aristophanes 1 calls the Athe
nian people to their faces, with a freedom which shows that lte 
at least counted on their good temper. But between 560-510 
B.c. the people are as passive in respect to political rights and 
securities as the most strenuous enemy of democracy could 
desire, and the government is transferred from hand to hand by 
bargains and cross-changes between two or three powerful men,2 
at the head of partisans who echo their voices, espouse their 
personal quarrels, and draw the sword at their command. It 
was this ancient constitution - Athens as it stood before the 
Athenian democracy - which the :Macedonian Anti pater pro
fessed to restore in 322 B.c., when he caused the majority of the 
poorer citizens to be excluded altogether from the political fran
chise,3 • 

By the stratagem recounted in a former chapter,4 Peisistratus 

I 'AypolKor bpy~1,, Kva1iorpi:J~, uKpu;rnAor 
Ai;µor IIvv"in7r, ouaxol.ov yepov•iov. -Ari~toph. Equit. 41. 

I need hardly mention that the l'nyx was the place in which the Athe
nian public assemblies were held. 

2 Plutnrch (De Hcrodot. Malign. c. 15, p. 858) is an~ry with Herodotus 
for imparting so petty and personal a character to the dissensions between 
the Alkm::conid~ and Peisistratus; his severe remarks in that treatise, how
ever, tend almost always to strengthen rather than to weaken the credibility 
of the historian. 

3 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 27, urreKpii•aro ¢1/i.iav foe118at rolr 'Ati-17vaio1r Kat 
~v11µaxiai1, lKoov111 µ'i:v rovr rrept A17µ0118iv17 Kat 'Yrrepio71v, rrol.irevoµt:voir 
oe T~V rrurptov um} rtµ~µaror r.ol.treiav, &egaµ€votr OE rJ>povpi'lv eir T~V 
l'1Iovvvxiav, frt oe xp~µara TOV 7r0AE/10V Kat (17µiav rrpo11eKTiaa111v. Com
pare Diodor. xviii, 18. 

Twelve thousand of the poorer citizens were disfranchised by this change 
(Plutarch, Phokion, c. 28). 

4 Sec the preceding volume, ch. xi, p. 155. 

http:ouaxol.ov
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had obtained from the public assembly a guard which he had 
employed to acquire forcible possession of the acropolis. He 
thus became master of the administration; but he employed his 
power honorably and well, not disturbing the existing forms 
farther than was necessary to insure to himself full mastery. 
Nevertheless, we may see by tho verses of Solon 1 (the only con
temporary evidence which we possess), that the prevalent senti
ment was by no means favorable to his recent proceeding, and 
that there was in many minds a strong feeling both of terror 
and aversion, which presently manifested itself in the armed 
coalition of his two rivals, -1\Iegakles at the head of the Parali, 
or inhabitants of the sea-board, and Lykurgus at the head of 
those in the neighboring plain. As the conjunction of the two 
formed a force too powerful for Peisistratus to withstand, he was 
driv1~n into exile, after no long possession of his despotism. 

But the time came, how soon we cannot tell, when the two 
rivals who had expelled him quarrelled, and l\Iegakles made 
propositions to Peisistratus, inviting him to resume the sover
eignty, promising his own aid, and stipulating that Peisistratus 
should marry his daughter. The conditions being accepted, a 
plan was laid between the two new allies for carrying them into 
effect, by a novel stratagem, - since the simulated wounds and 
pretence of personal dauger were not likely to be played off a 
second time with success. The two conspirators clothed a 
stately woman, six feet high, named P11ye, in the panoply and 
costume of Athene, - surrounded her with the processional ac
companiments belonging to the goddess, - and placed her in a 
chariot with Peisistratus by her side. In this guise the exiled 
despot and his adherents approached the city and <lrove up to 
the acropolis, preceded by heralds, who cried aloud to the people: 
"Athenians, receive ye cordially Peisistratus, whom Athene has 
honored aboYe all other men, and is now bringing back li1to.her 
own acropolis." The people in the city received the reputed 
goddess with implicit belief and <lemonstrations of worship, 
while among the country cantons the report quickly spread 

1 Solon. l:'ragm. 10, ed. Bcrgk. 
El oe r.er.ovi'iare ').vypu 6L' vµerip71v l<aKOT71Ta, 

M~ri i'ieoi{' rovrc.iv µolpav lrraµ¢£pere, et<·. 

http:rovrc.iv
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that Athene had appeared in person to restore Peisistratus, 
who thus found himself, without even a show of resistance, in 
possession of the acropolis and of the government. His own 
party, united with that of J\Iegakles, were powerful enough to 
maintain him, when he had once acquired possession ; and prob
ably all, except the leaders, sincerely believed in the epiphany 
of the goddess, which came to be divulged as having been a 
deception, only after Peisistratus and l\Iegakles had quarrelled.I 

Hcrodot. i, 60, Kat lv rfiJ U.r:tre"i Trrn%µtvot rnv yvvalKa elvat aiJTn v rnv 
17 e il v, 7rpor:tevxovr6 TE rnv U.v-&pw7rOV Kat toiKovro TOV Iletr:tforpaTOI'. A later 
statement (Athenreus, xiii, p. 609) represents Phye to have become after
wards the wife of Hipparchus. 

Of this remarkable story, not the least remarkable part is the criticism 
with which Herodotus himself accompanies it. He treats it as a proceed
ing infinitely silly ( rrpiryµa tvr;-&forarov, ii, eyw tvpiaw, µaKp{iJ) j he Can
not conceive, how Greeks, so much superior to barbarians,-and even 
Athenians, the cleverest of all the Greeks, -could have fallen into such a 
trap. To him the story was told as a deception from the beginning, and 
he did not perhaps take pains to put himself into the state of feeling of 
those original spectators who saw the chariot approach, without any warn
ing or preconceived suspicion. But even allowing for this, liis criticism 
brings to our view the alteration and enlargement which had taken place in 
the Greek mind during the· century between Pcisistratus and Perik!es . 

. Doubtless, neither the latter nor any of his contemporaries could have suc
ceeded in a similar trick. 

The fact, and the criticism upon it, now before us, are remarkably illus
trated by an analogous case rccountecl in a previous chapter, (vol. ii, p. 421, 
chap. viii.) Nearly at the same period as this stratagem of Peisistratus, 
the Laccdremonians and the Argcians agreed to decide, by a combat of three 
hundred select champions, the dispute between them as to the territory of 
Kynuria. The combat actually took place, and the heroism of Othryades, 
sole Spartan survivor, has been already recounted. In the eleventh year 
of the Peloponnesian war, shortly after or near upon the period when we 
may conceive the history oi Herodotus to have been finished, the Argcians 
concluded a treaty with Lacedremon, and introduced as a clause into it the 
liberty of reviving their pretensions to Kynnria, and of again deciding the 
dispute by a combat of select champions. To the Lacedremonians of that 
time this appeared extreme folly, -the very proceeding which had been 
actually resorted to a century before. Here is another case, in which 
the change in the point of view, and the increased positive tendencies in 
the Greek mind, are brought to our notice not less forcibly than by the 
criticism of Herodotus upon Phyc-AthCne. 

5• 
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The daughter of J'.Iegakles, according to agreement, quickly 
became the wife of Peisistratus, but she bore him no children; 
and it became known that her husband, having already adult 
sons by a former marriage, and considering that the Kylonian 
curse rested upon all the Alkmreoni<l family, did not intend that 
she should become a mother.t JUegakles was so incensed at 
this behavior, that he not only renounced his alliance with Peisis
tratus, but even made his peace with the third party, the adhe
rents of Lykurgus, - and assumed so menacing an attitude, that 
the despot was obliged to evacuate Attica. Ile retired to Ere
tria in Eubrea, where he remained no less than ten years; but a 
considerable portion of that time was employed in making prep
arations for a forcible return, and he seems to have exercised, 
even while in exile, a degree of influence much exceeding that 

lstrus (one of the Atthido-graphers of the third century n.c.) ancl Anti
kles published books respecting the personal manifestations or epiphanies 
of the gods, - 'ArroAJ.«>vor lm<Jiavelat : sec Istri Fragment. 33-37, ed. Didot. 
If Peisistratus and l\Icgakles had never quarrelled, their joint stratagem 
might have continued to pass for a genuine epiphany, and might have 
been included as such in the work of Istrus. I will add, that the real pres
ence of the gods, at the festivals celebrated in their honor, was an idea con
tinually brought before the minds of the Greeks. 

The Athenians fully believed the epiphany of the god Pan to Pheidip
pides the courier, on his march to Sparta, a little before the battle of Mara
thon (Herodot. vi, 105, Kat ravTa 'k&r;vaiot rrurrefoavrer civat u.:1.r;1Ua), and 

• even Herodotus himself docs not con trovcrt it, though he relaxes the posi
ti_ve character of history so far as to add-" as l'heidippidcs himself· said 
and recounted publicly to the Athenians." His informants in this case 
were doubtless sincere believers ; whereas, in the case of Phye, the story 
was told to him at first as a fabrication. 

At Gela in Sicily, seemingly not long before this restoration of Peisis
tratus, Telincs (ancestor of the despot Gclon) had brought back some 
exiles to Gela, "without any armed force, but merely through the sacred 
ceremonies and appurtenances of the subterranean goddesses,'' - ex«>v 
ovoeµd;v uvopwv ovvaµiv, UAA' fpi'i TOVTWV TWV {hwv - TOVTOUJl ci' WV rri<rv
vor lwv, KaT~yaye (Herodot. vii, 153 ). Herodotus does not tell us the de
tails which he had heard of the manner in which this restoration at Gela 
was brought about; but his general language intimates, that they were 
remarkable details, and they might have illustrated the story of Phye· 
Athene. 

Herodot. i, 61. Pei1<istratus - lµ<x.Jr; ol ov Karil voµov. I 
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of a private man. He lent valuable aid to Lygdamis of Naxos,t 
in constituting himself despot of that island, and he possessed, 
we know not how, the means of rendering valuable service to 
different cities, Thebes in particular. They repaid him by 
large contributions of money to aid in his reestablishment : 
mercenaries were hired from Argos, and the Naxian Lygda
mis came himself, both with money and with troops. Thus 
equipped and aided, Peisistratus landed at l\Iarathon in Attica. 
How the Athenian government had been conducted during his 
ten years' absence, we do not know ; but the leaders of it per
mitted him to remain undisturbed at Marathon, and to assemble 
his partisans both from the city and from the country : nor was it 
until he broke up from :Marathon and had reached Pallene on 
his way to Athens, that they took the field against him. l\Iore
over, their conduct, even when the two armies were near to
gether, must have been either extremely negligent or corrupt; 
for Peisistratus found means to attack them unprepared, routing 
their forces almost without resistance. In fact, the proceedings 
have altogether the air of a concerted betrayal : for the defeated 
troops, though unpursued, are said to have dispersed and re
turned to their homes forthwith, in obedience to the proclama
tion of Peisistratus, who marched on to Athens, and found him
self a third time ruler.2 

On this third successful entry, he took vigorous precautions 
for rendering his seat permanent. The Alkmreonidre and their 
immediate partisans retired into exile ; but he seized the chil
dren of those who remained, and whose sentiments he suspected, 
as hostages for the behavior of their parents, and placed them in 
Naxos, under the care of Lygdamis. :Moreover, lie provided 
himself with a powerful body of Thracian mercenaries, paid by 
taxes levied upon the people: 3 nor did he omit to conciliate the 
favor of the gods by a purification of the sacred island of Delos : 

1 About Lygdamis, see Athenreus. viii, p:348, and his citation from the 
lost work of .Aristotle on the Grecian IIo}.trelat ; also, Aristot. Politic. v, 
5, 1. 

2 Herodot. i, 63. 
3 Herodot. i, 64. i:rrtKovpouri Te \TOAAoiut, 1ml XP1Jµaniv O"Vvoootut, rCiv 

µev avTot'fev, TWV oe U11'0 °J:.Tpvµ01,or 1l'OTuµov ITpomoVTC.JV. 
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all the dead bodies which had been buried within sight of the 
temple of Apollo were exhumed and reinterred farther off. At 
this time the Delian festival,-attended by the Asiatic Ionians 
and the islanders, and with which Athens was of course pecu
liarly connected, - must have been beginning to decline from its 
pristine magnificence; for the subjugation of the continental 
Ionic cities by Cyrus had been already achieved, and the power 
of Samos, though increased under the despot Polykrates, seems 
to have increased at the expense and to the ruin of the smaller 
Ionic islands. From the same feelings, in part, which led to the 
purification of Delos, - partly as an act of party revenge, -
Peisistratus caused the houses of the Alkmreonids to be levelled 
with the ground, and the bodies of the deceased members of that 
family to be disinterred and cast out of the country.I 

This third and last period of" the rule of Peisistratus lasted 
several years, until his death in 527 n.c : it is said to have been 
so mild in its character, that he once even suffered himself to be 
cited for trial before the Senate of Areopagus ; yet as we know 
that he had to- maintain a large bo<ly of Thracian mercenaries 
out of the funds of the people, we sh1tll be inclined to construe 
this eulogium comparatively rather than positively. Thucy
dides affirms that both he and his sons governed in a wise and 
virtuous spirit, levying from the people only an income-tax of 
five per cent.2 This is high praise coming from such an au

1 Isokrates, Or. xvi, De Bigis, c. 351. 
2 For the statement of Boeckh, Dr. Arnold, and Dr. Thirlwall, that Pei

sistratus had levied a tythe or tax of ten per cent., and that his sons re
duced it to the half, I find no sufficient wan-ant: certainly, the spurious 
letter of Pcisistratus to Solon in Diogenes Lafaiius (i, 53) ought not to be 
considered as proYing anything. Boeckh, Public Economy of Athens, B. 
iii, c. 6 (i. 351 German); Dr. Arnold ad Thucyd. vi, 34; Dr. Thirlwall 
Hist. of Gr. ch. xi, pp. 72-74. Idomeneus (ap. Athenre. xii, p. 533) consid
ers the sons of Peisistratus to have indulged in pleasures to an extent more 
costly and oppressive to the people than their father. Nor do I think that 
there is sufficient authority to "sustain the statement of Dr. Thirlwall (p. 
68), "He (Peisistratus) possessed lands on the Strymon in Thrace, which 
yielded a large rc,·cnue." Herodotus (i, 64) tells us that Peisistratus 
brought mercenary soldiers from the Strymon, but that he levied the 
money to pay them in Attica - lppi(wrre r~v rvpavvioa brtKovpotrri re 7rOA
Miirrt, Kat XP7/µarwv (!1•V000lr!t, njv µ'tv avroi1ev, TWV oe ci7ril !.rpv,uovo~ 
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thority, though it seems that we ought to make some allowance 
for the circumstance of Thucydides being connected by descent 
with the Peisistratid family.I The judgment of Herodotus is 
also very favorable respecting Peisistratus; that of Aristotle 
favorable, yet qualified, - since he includes these despots among 
the list of those who undertook public and sacred works with the 
deliberate view of impoverishing as well as of occupying their 
subjects. This sapposition is countenanced by the prodigious 
scale upon which the temple of Zeus Olympius at Athens was 
begun by Peisistratus, - a scale much exceeding either the 
Parthenon or the temple of Athene Polias, both of which were 
erected in later times, when the means of Athens were decidedly 
larger,2 and her disposition to clemonstrative piety certainly no 
way diminished. It was left by him unfinished, nor was it ever 
completed until the Roman emperor Hadrian undertook the 
task. J\Ioreover, Peisistratus introduced the greater Panathe
naic festival, solemnized every four years, in the third Olympic 

rroraµov crvvinvrwv. It is, indeed, possiLle to construe this passage so as 
to refer both rwv µiv and rwv tli: to x;p11µurwv, which would signify that 
Peisistratus obtained his funds partly from the rfrer Strymon, and thus 
serve as basis to the statement of Dr. Thirlwall. But it seems to me that 
the better way of construing the words is to refer rwv µi:v to xp11µurwv 
C1VV0001<1l, and TWV Oe to ErrtKovpotut, - treating both of them as genitives 
absolute. It is highly improhable that he should derive money from the 
Strymon: it is highly probable that his mercenaries came from thence. 

1 Hermippus (ap. l\farcellin. Vit. Thucyd. p. ix,) and the Scholiast on 
Thucyd. i, 20, affirm that Thucydides was connected by relationship with 
the Peisistratidre. His manner of speaking of them certainly lends counte
nance to the assertion; not merely as he twice notices their history, once 
briefly (i, 20) and again at considerable length (vi, 54-59), though it does 
not lie within the direct compass of his period,- bnt also as he so emphati
cally announces his own personal knowledge of their family relations,
"On vi: 'lrpeuf3vraror WV •Irrrriar f;p;ev, eloi:ir µi:v Kat llKO!j uKptf3iuupov 
ui\J.wv luxvpi(oµat (vi. 55). 

Aristotle (Politic. v, 9, 21) mentions it as a report ( .paui) that Peisistra
tus obeyed the summons to appear before the Areopagus; Plutarch adds 
that the person who had summoned him did not appear to bring the cause 
to trial ( Vit. Solon. 31 ), which is not at all surprising: compare Thucyd. 
vi, 56, 57. 

• Aristot. Politic'. v, 9, 4; Dikrearchus, Vita Grrecire, pp. 140-166, ed 
Fuhr ; Pausan. i, 18, 8. 
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year: the annual Panathenaic festival, henceforward called the 
Lesser, was still continued. 

I have already noticed, at considerable length, the care which 
he bestowed in procuring full and correct copies of the Homeric 
poems, as well as in improving the recitation of them at the 
Panathenaic festival, -a proceeding for which we owe him 
much gratitude, but which has been shown to be erroneously in
terpreted by various critics. Ile probably also collected the 
works of other poets, - called by Aulus Gellius, l in language 
not well suited to the sixth century B.c., a library thrown open 
to the public; and the service which he thus rendered must have 
been highly valuable at a time when writing and reading were 
not widely extended. His son Hipparchu.s followed up the same 
taste, taking pleasure in the society of the most eminent poets 
of the day,2-Simonides, Anakreon, and Lasus; not to mention 
the Athenian mystic Onomakritus, who, though not pretending to 
the gift of prophecy himself, passed for the proprietor and editor 
of the various prophecies ascribed to the ancient name of l\Iu
sreus. The Peisistratids were well versed in these prophecies, 
and set great value upon them ; but Onomakritus, being detected 
on one occasion in the act of interpolating the prophecies of l\Iu
sreus, was banished by Hipparchus in consequence.3 The statues 
of Hermes, erected by this prince or by his personal friends in 
various parts of Attica,4 and inscribed with short moral sen
tences, are extolled by the author of the Platonic dialogue called 
Hipparchus, with an exaggeration which approaches to irony ; 
but it is certain that both the sons of Peisistratus, as well as 
himself, were exact in fulfilling the religious obligations of the 
state, and ornamented the city in several ways, especially the 
public fountain Knllirrhoe. They are said to have maintained 
the preexisting forms of law and justice, merely taking care 
always to keep themselves and their adherents in the effective 

1 Aul. Gell. N. A. vi, 17. 
11 Herodot. vii, 6; Pseudo-Plato, Hipparchus, p. 229. 
3 Ilerodot. v, 93, vii, 6. 'OvoµuKptrov, XPT/<lflOAoyov Kat otafffrriv rwv XPrtU

µwv rwv Movaaiov. See Pausan. i. 22, 7. Compare, about the literary ten
dencies of the I'cisistraticls, Nitzsch, De Historia Horneri, ch. 3"0, p. 168. 

4 Philochor. Frag. 69, eel. Diclot; Plato, Ilipparch. p. 230. 
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offices of state, and in the full reality of power. They were, 
moreover, modest and popular in their personal demeanor, and 
charitable to the poor; yet one striking example occurs of un
scrupulous enmity, in their murder of KimOn, by night, through 
the agency of hired assassins.I There is good reason, however, 
for believing that the government both of Peisistratus and of l1is 
sons was in practice generally mild until after the death of Hip
parchus by the liands of Harmodius and AristogeitOn, after 
which event the surviving Hippias became alarmed, cruel, and 
oppressive during his last four years. And the harshness of this 
concluding period left upon the Athenian mind 2 that profound 
and imperishable hatred, against the dynasty generally, which 
Thucydides attests, - though he labors to show that it was not 
deserved by Peisistratus, nor at first by Hippias. 

Pei~istratus left three legitimate sons, - Hippias, Hipparchus, 
and Thessalus : the general belief at Athens among the contem
poraries of Thucydides was, that Hipparchus was the eldest of 
the three and had succeeded him; but the historian emphatically 
pronounces this to be a mistake, and certifies, upon his own re
sponsibility, that Ilippias was both eldest son aml successor. 
Such an assurance from him, fortified by certain reasons in them
selves not very conclusive, is sufficient ground for our belief, 
the more so as Herodotus countenances the same version. But 
we are surprised at such a degree of historical carelessness in the 
Athenian public, and seemingly even in Plato,3 about a matter 
both interesting and comparatively recent. In order to abate 
this surprise, and to explain how the name of Hipparchus came 
to supplant that of Uippias in the popular talk, Thucydides re
counts the memorable story of Harmodius and Aristogeiton. 

Of these two Athenian citizens,4 both belonging to the ancient 

1 Hero<lot. vi, 38-103; Thcopomp. ap. Athcnre. xii, p. 533. 

2 Thucyd. vi, 53; Pseudo-J>Jato, Hipparch. p. 230; Pausan. i, 23, 1. 

~ Thucyd. i. 20, about the general belief of the Athenian public in his 


time-'Ai91]miwv yovv riJ r.'J..Tji9ot; oiovrai i-rp' 'Aµµooiov 1ca1 'ApuITnyeiTovot; 
"Ir.r.ap;rov rvpavvov ovra urroi9aveiv, Kill OVK Zaaaiv on 'Ir.rriat; r.pea/3urarot; 
liv f1p;re ri:Jv ITetaiarpiirov r.aioi:Jv, etc. 

The Pseudo-Plato in the dialogue called Hipparchus adopts this belief, 
and the real Plato in his Symposion (c. 9, p. 182) seems to countenance it. 

• Herodot. v. 55-58. Harmodius is affirmed by Plutarch to have been of 
the deme Aphidnre (Plutarch, Symposiacon, i, 10, p. 628). 



HISTORY OF GREECE.112 

gens called Gephyrrei, the former was a beautiful youth, attached 
to the latter by a mutual friendship and devoted intimacy, which 
Grecian manners did not condemn. Hipparchus made repeated 
propositions to Ifarmodius, which were repelled, but which, on 
becoming known to AristogeitOn, excited both his jealousy and 
his fears lest the disappointed suitor should employ force, - fears 
justified by the proceedings not unusual with Grecian despots,t 
and by the absence of all legal protection against outrage from 
such a quarter. Under these feelings, he began to look about, in 
the best way that he could, for some means of putting down the 
despotism. Meanwhile Hipparchus, though not entertaining any 
designs of violence, was so incensed at the refusal of' Harmodius, 
that he could not be satisfied without doing something to insult or 
humiliate him. In order to conceal the motive from which the 
insult really proceeded, he offered it, not directly to Harmodius, 
but to his sister. Ile caused this young maiden to be one day 
summoned to take her station in a religious procession as one of 
the kanephorre, or basket carriers, according to the practice 
usual at Athens; but when she arrived at the place where her 
fellow-maidens were assembled, she was dismissed with scorn as 
unworthy of so respectable a function, and the summons ad
dressed to her was disavowed.2 An insult thus publicly offered 

It is to he recollected that he died before the introduction of the Ten 
Tribes, and before the recognition of the demcs as political elements in the 
commonwealth. 

1 For the terrible effects produced by this fear of v,3pu; el!; r]iv fil.tKtaV, 
see Plutarch, Kirnon, 1; Aristot. Polit. v, 9, 17. 

• Thucyd. vi, 56. Tov a' ovv 'Apµ6owv u7rapv71,'Jivra r1iv 7retpaow, Ciu7rep 
OteVOtiro, r.poV7r1/AUKlU£V • uOe/.</>~V yup avrov, K0,01/V, e7rayycil.avre, 1/KeLV 
Kavovv ofoovuav lv 7r0µ7rfi TlVl, U'lr~Aauav, Myovre, ovoe brayycil.at up;dv, 
OlU TO µ~ u;fov elvat. 

Dr. Arnold, in his note, supposes that this exclusion of the sister of 
Harmodius by the Peisistratids may have been founded on the circumstance 
that she belonged to the gens Gcphyrrei (Herodot. v, 57); her foreign 
blood, and her being in certain respects uriµor, disqualified her (he thinks) 
from ministering to the worship of the gods of Athens. 

There is no positive reason to support the conjecture of Dr. Arnold, 
which seems, moreover, virtually discountenanced by the narrative of Thu
cydides, who plainly describes the treatment of this young woman as a de
liberate, preconcerted insult. Jiad there existed any assignable ground of 

http:brayycil.at
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filled 1-Iarmodius with indignation;and still farther exasperated 
the feelings of Aristogeiton: both of them, resolving at all haz
ards to put an end to the despotism, concerted means for aggres
sion with a few select associates. They awaited the festival of 
the Great Panathen~a, wherein the body of the citizens were 
accustomed to march up in armed procession, with spear and 
shield, to the acropolis; this being the only day on which an 
armed bo<ly could come together without suspicion. The con
spirators. appeared armed like the rest of the citizens, but carry
ing concealed daggers besi<les. Harmodius and AristogeitOn 
undertook with their own hands to kill the two Peisistratids, 
while the rest promised to stand forward immediately for their 
protection against the foreign mercenaries ; and though the 
whole number of persons engaged was small, they counted upon 
the spontaneous sympathies_ of the armed bystanders in an effort 
to regain their liberties, so soon as the blow should once be struck. 
The day of the festival having arrived, IIippias, with his for
eign body-guard around him, was marshalling the armed citizens 
for procession, in the Kerameikus without the gates, when Har
modius and Aristogeiton approached with concealed daggers to 
execute their pmpose. On coming near, they were thunder
struck to behold one of their own fellow~conspirators talking 
familiarly with Hippias, who was of easy access to every man; 
and they immediately roncluded that the plot was betrayed. Ex
pecting to be seized, and wrought up to a state of desperation, 
they resolved at least not to die without having revenged them
selves on Hipparchus, whom they found within the city gates 
near the chapel called the Leokorion, and immediately slew him. 
His attendant guards killed Ilarmodius on the spot ; while Aris
togeitOn, rescued for the moment by the surrounding crowd, was 

exclusion, such as that which Dr. Arnold supposes, leading to the inference 
that the Peisistratids could not admit her without violating religious cus
tom, Thucydides would hardly have neglected to allude to it, for it would 
have lightened the insult; and indeed, on that supposition, the sending 
of the original summons might have been made to appe,ir as an accidental 
mistake. I will add, that Thucydides, though no way forfeiting his obliga
tions to historical truth, is evidently not disposed to omit anything which 
can be truly said in favor of the Pcisistratids. 

~~~ &~ 
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afterwards taken, and perished in the tortures applied to make 
him disclose his accomplices.l 

The news flew quickly to Hippias in the Kerameikus, who 
heard it earlier than the armed citizens near him, awaiting his 
order for the commencement of the procession. "\Vith extraor
dinary self-command, l1e took advantage of this precious instant 
of foreknowledge, and advanced towards them,- commanding 
them to drop their arms for a short time, and assemble on an ad
joining ground. They unsuspectingly obeyed, and he immedi
ately directed his guards to take possession of the vacant arms. 
He was now undisputed master, and enabled to seize the persons 
of all those citizens whom he mi~trusted, - especially all those 
who had daggers about them, which it was not the practice to 
carry in the Panathenaic procession. 

Such is the memorable narrative of Ifarmodius and Aristo
geit<)n, peculiarly valuable inasmuch as it all comes from Thu
cydides.2 To possess great power, - to be above legal restraint, 
- to inspire extraordinary fear, - is a privilege so much coveted 
by the giants among mankind, that we may well take notice of 
those cases in which it brings misfortune even upon themselves. 
The fear inspired by Hipparchus,- of designs which he did not 
really entertain, but was likely to entertain, and competent to 
execute without hindrance, - was here the grand cause of his 
destruction. 

The conspiracy here detailed happened in 514 n.c., during the 
thirteenth year of the reign of Ilippias,-which lasted four years 
longer, until 510 n.c. And these last four years, in the belief 
of the Athenian public, counted for his whole reign; nay, many 
of them made the still greater historical mistake of eliding these 
last four years altogether, and of supposing that the conspiracy 
of Ilarmodius and AristogeitOn had deposed the Peisistratid gov

1 Thucyd. vi, 58, ov pf!oiw~ ourHh1 : compare Polyren. i, 22; Diodorus, 
Fragm. lib. x, p. 62, vol. iv, ed. 'Vess.; Justin, ii, 9. See, also, a good note 
of Dr. Thirlwall on the passage, Hist. of Gr. vol. ii, ch. xi, p. 77, 2d ed. 
agree with him, that we may fairly construe the indistinct phrase of Thu
cydides by the more precise statements of later authors, who mention the 
torture. 

• Thncyd. i, 20, vi, 54-59; Ilerodot. v, 55, 56, vi, 123; Aristot. Polit. v, 
8, 9. 

I 
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ernment and liberated Athens. Both poets and philosophers 
shared this faith, which is distinctly put forth in the beautiful and 
popular Skolion or song on the subject: the two friends are there 
celebrated as the authors of liberty at Athens, - " they slew the 
despot and gave to Athens equal laws."I So inestimable a pres
ent was alone sufficient to enshrine in the minds of the subse
quent democracy those who had sold their lives to purchase it: 
and we must farther recollect that the intimate connection be
tween the two, so repugnant to the modern reader, was regarded 
at Athens with sympathy, -so that the story took hold of the 
Athenian mind by the vein of romance conjointly with that of 
patriotism. Harmodius and AristogeitOn were afterwards com
memorated both as the winners and as the protomartyrs of 
Athenian liberty. Statues were erected in their honor shortly 
after the final expulsion of the l:>eisicitraticls; immunity from 
taxes and public burdens was granted to the descendants of their 
families; and the speaker who proposed the abolition of such 
immunities, at a time when the number had been abusively mul
tiplied, made his only special exception in favor of this respected 
lineage.2 And since the name of Hipparchus was universally 
notorious as the person slain, we discover how it was that he 
came to be considered by an uncritical public as the predominant 
member of the Peisistraticl family,- tl1e eldest son and successor 
of Pei8istratus,-the reigning despot,- to the comparative neg
lect of Hippias. The same public probably cherished many 

1 Sec the words of the song-
Ort TOV rvpavvov KravfrTJV 

'foovoµov> •' 'A{}~va> lrrotTJUlLTTJV
ap. Athenreum, xv, p. 691. 

The epigram of the Keian Simonides, (Frugm. 132, ed. Ilergk-ap. 
Hephrestion. c. 14, p. 26, ed. Gaisf.) implies a similar belief: also, the pas
sages in Plato, Symposion, p. 182, in Aristot. Polit. v, 8, 21, and Arrian, 
Exped. Alex. iv, IO, 3. 

2 Herodot. vi, 109; Demosthen. adv. Leptin. c. 27, p.495; cont. l\Ieidiam, 
c. 47, p. 569; and the oath prescribed in the Pscphism of Demophantus, 
Andokides, De l\Iysteriis, p. 13; Pliny, II. N. xxxiv, 4-8; Pausan. i, 8, 5; 
Plutarch, Aristeides, 27. 

The statues were ca1Tied away from Athens by Xerxes, and restored to 
the Athenians by Alexander after his conquest of Persia (Arrian, Ex. Al. 
iii, 14, 16; Pliny, II. N. xxxiv, 4-8). 



IIISTORY OF GREECE. 116 

other anecdotes,1 not the less eagerly believed because they could 
not be authenticated, respecting this eventful period. 

·whatever may have been the moderation of Hippias before, 
indignation at the death of his brother, and fear for his own 
safety,2 now induced him to· drop it altogether. It is attested 
both by Thucydides and Herodotus, and admits of no doubt, that 
his power was now employed harshly and cruelly, - that he put 
to death a considerable number of citizens. "\Ve find also a 
statement, noway improbable in itself, and affirmed both in Pau
sanias and in Plutarch, - inferior authorities, yet still in this case 
sufficiently credible, - that he caused Lemna, the mistress of 
AristogeitUn, to be tortured to death, in order to extort from her 
a knowledge of the secrets and accomplices of the latter.3 But 
as he could not but be sensible that this system of terrorism was 
full of peril to himself, so he looked out for shelter and support 
in case of being expelled from Athens; and with this view he 
sought to connect himself with Darius king of Persia, - a con
nection full of consequences to be hereafter developed. .lEan
tides, son of IIippoklus the despot of Lampsakus on the 
Hellespont, stood high at this time in the favor of the Persian 
monarch, which induced Hippias to give him his daughter Arch
edike in marriage; no small honor to the Lampsakene, in the 
estimation of Thucydides.4 To explain how Hippias came to fix 
upon this town, however, it is necessary to say a few words on 
the foreign policy of the Peisistratids . 

. I One of these stories may be seen in Justin, ii, 9,-who gives the name 
of Diok!Cs to Hipparchus, - " Diocles, alter ex filiis, per vim stuprat<i vir
gine, a fratrc pucllre interficitur." 

2 'H yup OctAia tf>ovtKwrar6v fonv lv rair;- rvpavvfow -observes Plutarch, 
(Artaxerxes, c. 25). , 

3 Pausan. i, 23, 2; Plutarch, De Garrulitate, p. 897 ; Polyren. viii, 45 ; 
Athenreus, xiii, p. 596. 

4 We can hardly be mistaken in putting this interpretation on the words 
of Thucydides - 'AfJqvaior;- Oiv, Aaµ1/•aKqvfiJ l&wtu (vi, 59). 

Some financial trick~ and frauds are ascribed to Hippias by the author 
of the Pseudo-Aristotelian second book of the <Economica (ii, 4). I place 
little reliance on the statements in this treatise respecting persons of early 
date, such as Kypselus or Ilippias : in respect to facts of the subsequent 
period of Greece, between 450-300 B.c., the author's means of information 
will doubtless render him a better witness. 
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It has already been mentioned that the Athenians, even so far 
back as the days of the poet Alkams, had occupied Sigeium in the 
Troad, and had there carried on war with the JHityleneans; so 
that their acquisitions in these regions date much before the time 
of Peisistratus. Owing probably to this circumstance, an appli
cation was made to them in the early part of his reign from the 
Dolonkian Thracians, inhabitants of the Chersonese on the oppo
site side of the Hellespont, for aid against their powerful neigh
bors the Absinthian tribe of Thr.acians; and opportunity was thus 
offered for sending out a colony to acquire this valuable peninsula 
for Athens. Peisistratus willingly entered into the scheme, and 
l\Iiltiades son of Kypselus, a noble Athenian, living impatiently 
under his despotism, was no less pleased to take the lead in 
executing it: his departure and that of other malcontents as 
founders of a colony suited the purpose of all parties. Accord
ing to the narrative of Herodotus, - alike pious and picturesque, 
- and doubtless circulating as authentic at the annual games 
which the Chersonesites, even in his time, celebrated to the 
honor of their cekist, - it is the Delphian god who directs the 
scheme and singles out the individual. The chiefs of the dis
tressed Dolonkians went to Delphi to crave assistance towards 
procuring Grecian colonists, and were directed to choose for 
their cekist the individual who should first show them hospitality 
on their quitting the temple. They departed and marched all 
along what was called the Sacred Road, through Phocis and 
Ilceotia to Athens, without receiving a single hospitable invita
tion ; at length they entered Athens, and passed by the house of 
Miltiades, while he himself was sitting in front of it. Seeing 
men whose costume and arms marked them out as strangers, he 
invited them into his house and treated them kindly: they then 
apprized him that he was the man fixed upon by the oracle, and 
abjured him not to refuse his concurrence. After asking for him
self personally the opinion of the oracle, and receiving an affirm
ative answer, he consented; sailing as cekist, at the head of a 
body of Athenian emigrants, to the Chersonese.I 

Having reached this peninsula, and having been constituted 
despot of the mixed Thracian and Athenian population, he lost 

1 Herodot. vi, 36-37. 
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no time in fortifying the narrow isthmus by a wall reaching all 
across from Kardia to Paktya, a distance of about four miles and 
a half; so that the Absinthian invaders were for the time effect
ually shut out,1 though the protection was not permanently kept 
up. He also entered into a war with Lampsakus, on the Asiatic 
side of the strait, but was unfortunate enough to fall into an am
buscade and become a prisoner. Nothing preserved his life 
except the immediate interference of Crcesus king of Lydia, 
coupled with strenuous menaces addressed to the Lampsakenes, 
who found themselves compelled to release their prisoner; l\Iilti
adcs having acquired much favor with this prince, in what man
ner we are not told. He died childless some time afterwards, 
while his nephew Stesagoras, who succeeded him, perished by 
assassination, some time subsequent to the death of Peisistratus 
at Athens.2 

The expedition of l\Iiltiades to the Chersonese must have 
occurred early after the first usurpation of Peisistratus, since 
even his imprisonment by the Lampsakenes happened before the 
ruin of Crcesus, (546 B.C.) But it was not till much later,
probably during the third and most powerful period of Peisistra
tus, - that the latter undertook his expedition against Sigeium 
in the Troad. This place appears to have fallen into the hands 
of the l\Iityleneans: Peisistratus retook it,3 and placed there his 
illegitimate son Hegesistratus as despot. The l\Iityleneans may 

1 Thus the Scythians hroke into the Chcrsonese even during the govern
ment of ~Iiltiades son of Kirnon, nephew of Miltiades the rekist, about 
forty years after the wall had been erected (Herodot. vi, 40). Again, 
Periklils reestablished the cross-wall, on sending to the Chcrsonese a fresh 
band of one thousand Athenian settlers (Plutarch, Pcrikles, c. 19) : lastly, 
Derkyllidas the Lacedicmonian built it anew, in consequence of loud com
plaints raised by the inhabitants of their defenceless condition, - about 397 
a.c. (Xenophon, Hellen. iii, 2, 8-10.) So imperfect, however, did the pro
tection prove, that about half a century afterwards, during the first years 
of the conquests of Philip of Macedon, an idea was entertained of digging 
through the isthmus, and converting the peninsula into an island (Demos
thenes, Philippic ii, 6, p. 92, and De Haloneso, c. IO, p. 86) ; an idea, how
ever, never canied into effect. 

2 Herodot. vi, 38, 39. 
3 Hcrodot. v, 94. I have already said that I conceive this as a different 

war from that in which the poet Alkreus was engaged. 
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have been enfeebled at this time (somewhere between 537-527 
B.c.) not only by the strides of Persian conquest on the mainland, 
but also by the ruinous defeat which they suffered from Polyk
rates and the Samians.1 Hegesistratus maintained the place 
against various hostile attempts, throughout all the reign of Hip
pias, so that the Athenian possessions in those regions compre
hended at this period both the Chersonese and Sigeium.2 To 
the form.er of the two, IIippias sent out l\Iiltiades, nephew of 
the first rekist, as governor, after the death of his brother Ste
sagoras. The new governor found much discontent in the penin
sula, but succeeded in subduing it by entrapping and imprisoning 
the principal men in each town. He farther took into his pay a 
regiment of five hundred mercenaries, and married Hegesipyle, 
daughter of the Thracian king Olorus.3 It appears to have been 
about 515 B.c. that this second l\Iiltiades went out to the Cher
sonese.4 He seems to have been obliged to quit it for a time, 
after the Scythian expedition of Darius, in consequence of having 
incurred the hostility of the Persians ; but he was there from the 
beginning of the Ionic revolt until about 4!)3 B.c., or two or three 
years before the battle of l\Iarathon, on which occasion we shall 
find him acting commander of the Athenian army. 

Both the Chersonese and Sigeium, though Athenian posses
sions were, however, now tributary and dependent on Persia. 
And it was to this quarter that Hippias, during his last years of 
alarm, looked for support in the event of being expelled from 
Athens: he calculated upon Sigeium as a shelter, and upon JEan
tides, as well as Darius, as an ally. Neither the one nor the 
other failed him. 

1 Herodot. iii, 39. 2 IIerodot. vi, 104, 139, 140. 
3 Herodot. vi, 39-103. Cornelius Nepos, in his Life of l\filtiade•, con

founds in one biography the adventures of two persons,-1\filtiadcs son of 
Kypselns, the cekist, - and Miltiades son of Kirnon, the victor of Marathon, 
- the uncle and the nephew. 

• There is nothing that I know to mark the date except that it was earlier 
than the death of Hipparchus in 514 n.c., and also earlier than the expedi
tion of Darius against the Scythians, about 516 n.c., in which expedition 
l\filtiades was engaged: see l\Ir. Clinton's Fasti Hellenici, and J. l\L Schultz, 
Beitrag zu genaueren Zeitbestimmungen der Hellen. Geschkhten von der 
63•ten bis zur 72sten Olympiade, p. 165, in the Kieler Philologische Studien, 
1841. 
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. The same circumstances which alarmed IIippias, and rendered 
his dominion in Attica at once more oppressive and more odious, 
tended of course to raise the hopes of his enemies, the Athenian 
exiles, with the powerful Alkmmonids at their head. Believing 
the favorable moment to be come, they even ventured upon an 
inva..~ion of Attica, and occupied a post called Leipsydrion in the 
mountain range of Parnes, which separates Attica from Breotia.t 
But their schemes altogether failed: Hippias defeated and drove 
them out of the country. His dominion now seemed confirmed, 
for the Lacedmmonians were on terms of intimate friend~hip with 
him; and Amyntas king of :Macedon, as well as the Thessalians 
were his allies. Yet the exiles whom ~e had beaten in the open 
field succeeded in an unexpected manreuvre, which, favored by 
circumstances, proved his ruin. 

By an accident which had occurred in the year 548 B.c.,2 the 
Delphian temple was set on fire and burnt. To repair this grave 
loss was an object of solicitude to all Greece; but the outlay re
quired was exceedingly heavy, and it appears to have been long 
before the money could be collected. The Amphiktyons decreed 
that one-fourth of the cost should be borne by the Delphians them
selves, who found themselves so heavily taxed by this assessment, 
that they sent envoys throughout all Greece to collect subscriptions 
in aid, and received, among other donations, from the Greek set
tlers in Egypt twenty minre, besides a large present of alum from . 
the Egyptian king Amasis: their munificent benefactor Crresus 
fell a victim to the Persians in 546 B.c., so that his treasure was no 
longer open to them. The total sum required was three hundred 
talents (equal probably to about one hundred and fifteen thousand 
pounds sterling),3 - a prodigious amount to be collected from the 

1 Herodot. v, 62. The unfortunate struggle at Leipsydrion became after. 
wards the theme of a popular song (Athenreus, xv, p. 695): see Hesychius, 
v, Arnpvopwv, and Aristotle, Fragm. 'A{)r;vaiwv IToA.tuia, 37, ed. Neumann 

If it be true that Alkibiades, grandfather of the celebrated Alkibiades, 
took part with Kleisthenes and the Alkmreonid exiles in this struggle (see 
lsokratcs, De Bigis, Or. xvi, p. 351 ), he must have been a mere youth. 

9 Pausan. x, 5, 5. 
• Herodot. i, 50, ii, 180. I have taken the three hundred talents of Herodo

tus as being 2Eginreau talents, which are to Attic talents in tlie ratio of 5 : 3. 
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disperse<l Grecian cities, who acknowledged no common sov
ereign authority, and among whom the proportion reasonable to 
ask from each was so difficult to determine with satisfaction to 
all parties. At length, however, the money was collected, and 
the Amphiktyons were in a situation to make a contract for the 
building of the temple. The Alkmroonids, who had been in exile 
ever since the third and final acquisition of power by Peisistratus, 
took the contract; and in executing it, they not only performed the 
work in the best manner, but even went much beyond tlie terms 
stipulated; employing Parian marble for the frontage, where the 
material prescribed to them was coarse stone.I As was before 
remarked in the case of Peisistratus when he was in banishment, 
we are surprised to find exiles whose property had been confis
cated so amply furnished with money,-unless we are to suppose 
that Kleisthenes the Alkm:conid, grandson of the Sikyonian 
Kleisthenes,2 inherited through his mother wealth independent of 
Attica, and deposited it in the temple of the Samian Here. But 
the fact is unquestionable, and they gained signal reputation 
throughout the Hellenic world for their liberal performance of so 
important an enterprise. That the erection took considerable 
time, we cannot doubt. It seems to have been finished, as far as 

The Inscriptions prove that the accounts 0£ the temple were kept by the 
Amphiktyons on the .iEginman scale of money: see Corpus Inscrip. 
Boeckh, No. 1688, and Boeckh, 1\Ietrologie, vii, 4. 

1 Herodot. vi, 62. The words of the historiaJ} would seem to imply that 
they only began to think of this scheme of building the temple after the 
defeat of Leipsydrion, and a year or two before the expulsion of Ilippias; 
a supposition quite inaclmissible, since the temple must have taken some 
years in builcling. 

The loose and prejudiced statement in Philochorus, affirming that the 
Peisistraticls caused the Delphian temple to he burnt, and also that they 
were at last deposed by the victorious arm of the Alkmmonids (Philochori 
Fragment. 70, ed. Didot) makes us feel the value of Herodotus and Thucy· 
dides as authorities. 

• Herodot. vi, 128; Cicero, De Legg. ii, 16. The deposit here mentionccl 
by Cicero, which may very probably have "been recorded in an inscription 
in the temple, must have been made before the time of the Persian con
quest of Samos, - indeed, before the death of Polykratcs in 522 B.c., after 
which period the island fell at once into a precarious situation, and very 
soon afterwards into the greatest calamities. ·· 

VOL. IV. 6 
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we can conjecture, about a year or two after t11e death of 
Hipparchus,-512 B.c.,-more than thirty years after the con
flagration. 

To the Delphians, especially, the rebuilding of their temple on 
so superior a scale was the most essential of all services, and 
their gratitude towards the Alkmreonids was proportionally 
great. Partly through such a feeling, partly through pecuniary 
presents, Kleisthenes was thus enabled to work the oracle for 
political purposes, and to call forth the powerful arm of Sparta 
against Hippias. Whenever any Spartan presented himself to 
consult the oracle, either on private or public business, the answer 
of the priestess was always in one strain, "Athens must be liber
ated." The constant repetition of this mandate at length extorted 
from the piety of the Lacedremonians a reluctant compliance. 
Reverence for the god overcame their strong feeling of friendship 
towards the Peisistrati<ls, and Anchimolius son of Aster was 
despatched by sea to Athens, at the head of a Spartan force to 
expel them. On landing at Phalerum, however, be found them 
already forewarned and prepared, as well as farther strengthened 
by one thousand horse specially demanded from their allies in 
Thessaly. Upon the plain of Phalerum, this latter force was 
found peculiarly effective, so that the division of Anchimolius 
was driven back to their. ships with great loss and he himself 
slain.I The defeated armament had probably been small, and its 
repulse only provoked the Lacedremonians to send a larger, under 
the command of their king Kleomenes in person, who on this oc
casion marched into Attica by land. On reaching the plain of 
Athens, he was assailed by the Thessalian horse, but repelled 
them in so gallant a style, that they at once rode off and returned 
to their native country; abandoning their allies with a faithless
ness not unfrequent in the Thes~alian character. Kleomenes 
marched on to Athens without farther resistance, and found 
himself, together with the Alkmreonids and the malcontent Athe
nians generally, in possession of the town. At that time there 
was no fortification except around the acropolis, into which Hip
pias retired with his mercenaries and the citizens most faithful to 
him; having taken care to provision it well beforehand, so that it 

' Herodot. v, 62, 63. 
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was not less secure against famine than against assault. He 
might have defied the besieging force, which was noway prepared 
for a long blockade; but, not altogether confiding in his position, 
he tried to send his children by stealth out of the country; and in 
this proceeding the children were taken prisoners. To procure 
their restoration, Hippias consented to all that was demanded of 
him, and withdrew from Attica to Sigeium in the Troad within 
the space of five days. 

Thus fell the Peisi~tratid dynasty in 510 B.c., fifty years after the 
first usurpation of its founder.I It was put down through the aid 
of foreigners,2 and those foreigners, too, wishing well to it in their 
hearts, though hostile from a mistaken feeling of divine injunction. 
Yet both the circumstances of its fall, and the course of events 
which followed, conspire to show that it possessed few attached 
friends in the country, and that the expulsion of Hippias was 
welcomed unanimously by the vast majority of Athenians. His 
family and chief partisans would accompany him into exile, 
probably as a matter of course, without requiring any formal sen
tence of condemnation; and an altar was erected in the acrop
olis, with a column hard by, commemorating both the past 
iniquity of the dethroned dynasty, and the names of all its 
members.a 

1 Ilerodot. v, 64, 65. • Thucyd. vi, 56, 57. 
3 Thucyd. vi, 55. wr il re (3°'µor urJµa[vei, Kat f; urf;ATJ rrept riir rwv rvpii.v

VO)v aOtK 
0

tar, fi lv T~ 'A{JT/vatO)V aKporroAet ura{Jeiua. 

Dr. Thirlwall, after mentioning the departure of Ilippias, proceeds as 
follows: "After his departure many severe measures were taken against his 
adherents, who appear to have been for a long time afterwards a formidable 
party. They were punished or repressed, some by death, others by exile or 
by the loss of their political privileges. The family of the tyrants was 
condemned to perpetual banishment, and appears to have been excepted 
from the most comprehensive decrees of amnesty pa5sed in later times." 
(Hist. of Gr. ch. xi, vol. ii, p. 81.) 

I cannot but think that Dr. Thirlwall has here been misled by insufficient 
authority. He refers to the oration of Andokides de l\:Iysteriis, sects. I 06 
and 78 (sect. 106 coincides in part with ch. 18, in the ed. of Dobree). An 
attentive reading of it will show that it is utterly umvorthy of credit in 
regard to matters anterior to the speaker by one generation or more. The 
orators often permit themselves great license in speaking of past facts, but 
Andokides in this chapter passes the bounds even of rhetorical license, 
First, he states something not bearing the least analogy to the narrative of 
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Herodotus as to the circumstances preceding the expulsion of the Peisis· 
tratids, and indeed tacitly setting aside that narrative; next, he actually 
jumbles together the two capital and distinct exploits of Athens,-thc 
battle of l\Iarathon and the repulse of Xerxes ten years after it. 'I state 
this latter charge in the words of Sluiter and Valekenacr, before I consider 
the former charge : " Verissime ad hrec verba notat Vakkcnacrius- Con· 
fundere videtur Andocides diversissima; Persica sub Miltiade et Dario et 
victorium l\Iarathoniam (v, 14) -qureque evenere sub Themistocle, Xerxis 
gesta. Hie urbem inccndio delevit, non ille (v, 20). Nihil magis mani
fcstum est, quam di versa ab oratore eonfundi." ( Sluiter, Lection. Andoci 
dere, p. 147.) 

The criticism of these commentators is perfectly borne out hy the words 
of the orator, which are too long to find a place here. But immediately 
prior to those words he expresses himself as follows, and this is the passage 
which serves as Dr. Thirlwall's authority: Ol )'ap 7rariper ol vµirtpOL, yevo· 
µivwv TV 7rOAtt IWKWV µeya'Awv, Ort ol Tvpavvot ti;rov r1/v 7r0Atv, 0 oi: Oi/µor 
lqivyt, vtK~O'avur µa;r6µevot roiir rvpfivvovr; l7rt IIa'A?.11vi<,J, O'Tpar11yovvror; 
Aewy6pov rov 7rpo7ra7r'.'r:OV rov lµov, Kat Xapfov ov lKttvor; r'1v iJvyaripa tl;rev 
E~ i/r 0 i/µenpO!; ]iv 7rll7r7rOf, K<JTtA1%vrer; e[r; T~V 7rarptOa TOV(; µ£v a7reKTEtvav, 
TWV oe qivy11v KaTE)'Vf.JO'aV, TOV(; oe µ€vetv lv r1/ 7rOA<l WO'avur; JiriµwO'aV. 

Both Sluiter (Leet. And. p. 8) and Dr. Thirlwall (Hist. p. 80) refer this 
alleged victory of Leogoras and the Athenian demus to the action described 
by Herodotus (v, 64) as having been fought by Kleomcnes of Sparta 

_against the Thessalian cavalry. But the two events have not a single cir· 
cumstance in common, except that each is a victory over the Pcisistratidre 
or their allies: nor could they well be the same event, described in different 
terms, seeing that Kleomenes, marching from Sparta to Athens, could not 
have fought the Thessalians at Pallene, which lay on the road from ,lfara· 
tlion to Athens. Pallene was the place where Peisistratus, advancing from 
:Marathon to Athens, on occasion of his second restoration, gained his com· 
plete victory over the opposing party, and marched on afterwards to Athens 
without farther resistance (Herodot. i, 63). 

If, then, we compare the statement given by Andokides of the preceding 
circumstances, whereby the dynasty of the Peisistratids was put down, with 
that given by Herodotus, we shall see that the two are radically different; 
we cannot blend them together, hut must make our election between them. 
Not less different are the representations of the two as to the circumstances 
which immediately ensued on the fall of Hippias: they would scarcely 
appear to relate to the same event. That "the adherents of the Peisistra
tidre were punished or repressed, some by death, others by exile, or by the 
loss of their political privileges," which is the assertion of Andokides and 
Dr. Thirlwall, is not only not stated by Herodotus, but is highly improba
ble, if we accept the facts which he does state ; for he tells us that Hippias 
capitulated and agreed to retire while possessing ample means of resistance, 
-simply from regard to the safety of his children. It is not to be supposed 
that he would leave his intimate partisans exposed to danger; such of them 
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as felt themselves obnoxious would natura1Jy retire along with him; and 
if this be what is meant by "many persons condemned to exqe," here is no 
reason to call it in question. But there is little probability that any one 
was put to death, and still less probability that any were punished by the 
loss of their political privileges. 'Vithin a year aftcnvards came the com
prehensive constitution of Kleisthcnes, to be described in the following 
chapter, and I consider it eminently unlikely that there were a considerable 
class of residents in Attica left out of this constitution, under the category 
of partisans of Pcisistratus: indeed, the fact cannot be so, if it be true that 
the very first person banished under the Klcisthenean ostracism was a per
son named Hipparchus, a kinsman of Pcisistratus (Androtion, Fr. 5, ed. 
Didot; IIarpokration, v, •J7r7rapxor); and this latter circumstance depends 
upon evidence better than that of Andokidcs. That there were a party in 
Attica attached to the Peisistratids, I do not doubt; but that they were " a 
iowerfnl party," (as Dr. Thirlwall imagines,) I see nothing to show; and 
he extraordinary vigor and unanimity of the Athenian people under the 

Kleisthenean constitution will go far to prove that such could not have been 
the case. 

I will add another reason to evince how completely Andokides miscon
ceives the history of Athens between 510-480 B.c. Ile snys that when the 
Peisistratids were put down, many of their partisans were banished, many 
others allowed to stay at home with the loss of their political privileges; 
but that aftenvards, when the overwhelming dangers of the Persian invasion 
supervened, the people passed a vote to restore the exiles and to remove 
the existing disfranchisements at home. He would thus have us believe 
that the exiled partisans of the Peisistratids were all restored, and the dis
franchised partisans of the Peisistratids all enfranchised, just at the moment 
of the Persian invasion, and with the view of enabling Athens better to 
repel that grave danger. This is nothing less than a glaring mistake; for 
the first Persian inyasion was undertaken with the express view of restoring 
Hippias, and with the presence of Hippias himself at Marathon; while the 
second Persian inmsion was also brought on in part by the instigation of 
his family. Persons who had remained in exile or in a state of disfran
chisement down to that time, in consequence of their attachment to the 
Peisistratids, conld not in common prudence be called into action at the 
moment of peril, to help in repelling Hippias himself. It is Yery true that 
the exiles and the disfranchised were readmitted, shortly before the invasion 
of Xerxes, and under the then pressing calamities of the state. But these 
persons were not philo-Peisistratids; they were a number gradually accu
mulated from the sentences of exile and (atimy or) disfranchisement every 
year passed at Athens,- for these were punishments applied by the Athe
nian law to various crimes and public omissions, - the persons so sentenced 
were not politically disaffected, ancl their aid would then be of nse in 
defending the state against a foreign enemy. 

In regard to "the exception of the family of Pcisistratus from the most 
comprehensiYe decrees of amnesty passed in later times,'' I will alst. 
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remark that, in the decree of amnesty, there is no mention of them by 
name, nor any special exception made against them : among a list of vari
ous categories excepted, those are named ""·ho have been condemned to 
death or exile either as murderers or as despots," (ii aipayevaiv ~ TVpuvvoi~, 
Andokid. c. 13.) It is by no means certain that the descendants of Peisis
tratus would be comprised in this exception, which mentions only the per
son himself condemned; but even if. this were otherwise, the exception is 
a mere continuance of similar words of exception in the old Solonian law, 
anterior to Peisistratus; and, therefore, affords no indication of particular 
feeling against the Peisistratids. 

Andokides is a. useful authority for the politics of Athens in his own 
time (hetweeu 420-390 n.c. ), but in regard to the previous history of Athens 
between 51D-480 n.c., his assertions are so loose, confused, and unscrupu
lous, that he is a witness of no value. The. mere circumstance noted by 
Valckenaer, that he has confounded together l\Iarathon and Salamis, would 
be sufficient to show this; hut when we add to such genuine ignorance his 
mention of his two great-grandfathers in prominent and victorious leader
ship, which it is hardly credible that they could ever have occupied,
when we recollect that the facts which he alleges to have preceded and 
accompanied the expulsion of the Peisistratids are not only at variance 
with those stated by Herodotus, but so contrived as to found a factitious 
analogy for the cause which he is himself pleading, - we shall hardly be 
able to acquit him of something worse than ignorance in his deposition. 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

GRECIAN AFFAIRS AFTER THE EXPCLSIO'N OF THE PEISISTRA
TIDS.-REVOLUTIO'N OF KLEISTHE:NES AXD ESTABLISH:11ENT 
OF DEMOCRACY AT ATHEXS 

WITH Hippias disappeared the mercenary Thracian garrison, 
npon which he and his father before him had leaned for defence 
as well as for enforcement of authority ; and Kleomenes with his 
LacedIBmonian forces retired also, after staying only long enough 
to establish a personal friendship, productive subsequently of 
important consequences, between the Spartan king and the 
Athenian Isagoras. The Athenians were thus left to them• 
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selves, without any foreign interference to constrain them in their 
political arrangements. 

It has been mentioned in the preceding chapter, that the Pei
sistratids had for the most part respected the forms of the Solo
nian constitution: the nine archons, and the probouleutic or 
preconsidering Senate of Four Hundred (both annually changed), 
still continued to subsist, together with occasional meetings of the 
people, - or rather of such portion of the people as was com
prised in the gentes, pliratries, and four Ionic tribes. The 
timocratic clasRification of 8olon (or quadruple scale of income 
and admcasurement of political franchises according to it) also 
continued to subsist, - but all within the tether and subservient 
to the purposes of the ruling family, who always kept one of 
their number as real master, among the chief administrators, 
and always retained possession of the acropolis as well as of the 
mercenary force. 

That overawing pressure being now removed by the expulsion 
of Hippias, the enslaved forms became at once endued with 
freedom and reality. There appeared again, what Attica had 
not known for thirty years, declared political parties, and pro
nounced opposition between two men as leaders, - on one side, 
Isagoras son of Tisander, a person of illustrious descent, - on 
the other, Kleisthenes the Alkm::c6nid, not less illustrious, and 
possessing at this moment a claim on the gratitude of his coun
trymen as the most persevering as well as the most effective foe 

·of the dethroned despots. In what manner such opposition was 
carried on we are not told. It woulq. seem to have been not 
altogether pacific ; but at any rate, Kleisthenes bad the worst of 
it, and in consequence of this defeat, says the historian, "he took 
into partnership the people, who had been before excluded from 
everything." 1 His partnership with the people gave birth to 
the Athenian democracy: it was a real and important revolu
tion. 

The political franchise, or the character of an Athenian citizen, 
both before and since Solon, had been confined to the primitive 

1 Hcrodot. v, 66-69. forrovµevos oi': oKl.e1rr-&iv11s rov oi;µov 7rporreraip£;e
rat -ws yup nq rov 'A{h1vaiwv oi)µov, 7rporepov lmwaµivov miVTl.JV, TOTE 
7rpii> r~v t1Jvroii µoip17v 7rpoae-&i/Karo, etc. 

http:miVTl.JV
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fbur Ionic tribes, each of which was an aggregate of so many 
close corporations or quasi-families, - the gentes and the phra
tries. None of the residents in Attica, therefore, except those 
included in some gens or phratry, had any part in the political 
franchise._ Such non-privileged residents were probably at all 
times numerous, and became more and more so by means ot 
fresh settlers: moreover, they tended most to multiply in Athens 
and PeirIBus, where emigrants would commonly establish them
seh-es. Kleisthenes broke down the existing wall of privilege, 
and imparted the political franchise to the excluded mass. llut 
this could not be done by enrolling them in new gentes or phra
tries, created in addition to the old; for the gentile tie was found
ed upon old faith and feeling, which, in the existing state of the 
Greek mind, could not be suddenly conjured up as a bond of 
union for comparath·e strangers: it could only be clone by dis
connecting the franchise altogether from the Ionic tribes as well 
as from the gentes which constituted them, and by redistributing 
the population into new tribes with a character and purpose ex
clusively political. Accordingly, Kleisthenes abolished the four 
Ionic tribes, and created in their place ten new tribes founded 
upon a different principle, independent of the gentes and phra
tries. Each of his new tribes comprised a certain number of 
demes or cantons, with the enrolled proprietors and residents in 
each of them. The demes taken altogether incluaed the entire 
surface of Attica, so that the Kleisthenean constitution admitted 
to the political franchise all the free native Athenians ; and not 
merely these, but also many l\Ietics, and even some of the supe
rior order of slaves.I Putting out of sight the general body of 

1 Aristot. Polit. iii, I, 10, vi, 2, 11. KA.eiui1h'1](', - rroA.A.ovr l¢vA.frev15e 
~evovr 1<ai oovA.uvr µeroixovr. 

Several able cri.tics, and Dr. Thirlwall among the number, consider this 
passage as affording no sense, and assume some conjc<'tural emendation to 
be indispensable ; though there is no particular emendation which suggests 
itself as preeminently plausible. l:n<ler these circumstances, I rather pre
fer to make the best of the words as they stand; which, though unusual, 
seem to me not absolutely inadmissible. The expression ;tvor µfro11<01 
(which is a perfectly good one, as we find in Aristoph. Equit. 347,-eirrov 
011<10fov eirrar eii 1<an£ ;ivov µeroiKov) may be considered as the correlative 
to ooiiA.ovr µeroi1<ovr, - the last word being construed both with Ooii/,ov~ and 
with ~ivovr. I apprehend that there always must have been in Attica a 
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slaves, and regarding only the free inhabitants, it was in point of 
fact a scheme approaching to universal suffrage, both political 
and judicial. ' 

The slight and cursory manner in which Herodotus announces 
this memorable revolution tends to make us overlook its real 
importance. He dwells chiefly on the alteration in the num
ber and names of the tribes : Kleisthenes, he says, despised 
the Ionians so much, that he would not tolerate the continuance 
in Attica of the four tribes which prevailed in the Ionic cities,1 
deriving their names from the four sons of Ion, - just as his 
grandfather, the Sikyonian Kleisthenes, hating the Dorians, had 
degraded and nicknamed the three Dorian tribes at Sikyon. 
Such is the representation of Herodotus, who seems himself to 
have entertained some contempt for the Ionians,2 and therefore 
to have suspected a similar feeling where it had no real exist
ence. But the scope of lGeisthenes was something far more 
extensive : he abolished the four ancient tribes, not because they 
were Ionic, but because they had become incommensurate with 
the existing condition of the Attic people, and because such abo
lition procured both for himself and for his political scheme new 
as well as hearty allies. And indeed, if we study the circum
stances of the case, we shall see very obvious reasons to suggest 
the proceeding. For more than thirty years - an entire gener
ation - the old constitution had been a mere empty formality, 
working only in subservience to the reigning dynasty, and strip
ped of all real controlling power. We may be very sure, there
fore, that both the Senate of Four Hundred and the popular 
assembly, divested of that free speech which imparted to them 

certain number of intelligent slaves living apart from their masters (xwpli; 
olKoiivnr), in a state between slavery and freedom, working partly on con
dition of a fixed payment to him, partly for themselves, and perhaps con
tinuing to pass nominally as slaves after they had bought their liberty by in
stalments. Such men would be c!ovA.ot µfrotKOt: indeed, there are cases in 
which c!oiiA.ot signifies freedmen (Meier, De Gentilitate Attica, p. 6): they 
must have been industrious and pushing men, valuable partisans to a polit. 
ical revolution. See K. F. Hermann, Lehrbuch der Griech. Staat,s .Alterth. 
ch. Ill, not. 15. 

1 Herodot. v, 69. KA.etc;{tfiv17r ~ inreptdwv 'It.>var, Zva µ~ a<11tat al aural 
lwat if>vA.al Kat 'Iwa1, 

'Sµch a disposition seems evident in Herodot. i, 143. 
VOL. IV. 6* 9oc. 
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not only all their value but all their charm, had come to be of 
little public estimation, and were probably attended only by a 
few partisans ; and thus the difference between qualified citizens 
and men not so qualified, - between members of the four old 
tribes, and men not members, - became during this period prac
tically effaced. This, in fact, was the only species of good which 
a Grecian despotism ever seems to have done : it confounded the 
privileged and the non-privileged under one coercive authority 
common to both, so that the distinction between the two was not 
easy to revive when the despotism passed away. As soon as 
Hippias was expelled, the senate and the public assembly re
gained their efficiency. But had they been col}tinued on the old 
footing, including none except members of the four tribes, these 
tribes would have been reinvested with a privilege which in re
ality they had so long lost, that its revival would have seemed an 
odious novelty, and tlie remaining population would probably not 
have submitted to it. If, in addition, we consider· the political 
excitement of the moment, - the restoration of oue body of men 
from exile, and the departure of another body into exile, - the 
outpouring of long-suppressed hatred, partly against these very 
forms, by the corruption of which the despot had reigned,-we 
shall see that prudence as well as patriotism dictated the adop
tion of an enlarged scheme of government. Kleisthenes had 
learned some wisdom during his long exile ; and as he probably 
continued, for some time after the introduction of his new consti
tution, to be the chief adviser of his countrymen, we may con
sider their extraordinary success as a testimony to his prudence 
and skill not less than to their courage and unanimity. 

Nor does it seem unreasonable to give him credit for a more 
generous forward movement than what is implied in the literal 
account of Herodotus. Instead of being forced against his will 
to purchase popular support by proposing this new constitution, 
Kleisthenes may have proposed it before, during the discussions 
which immediately followed the retirement of Hippias ; so that 
the rejection of it formed the ground of quarrel - and no other 
ground is mentioned- between him and Isagoras. The latter 
doubtless found suffic;ent support, iq the existing senate and pub
lic assembly, to prevent it from being carried without an actual 
appeal to the people, and his opposition to it is not difficult to 
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understand. For, necessary as the clrnnge had become, it was 
not the less a shock to ancient Attic ideas. It radically altered 
the very idea of a tribe, which now became an aggregation of 
demes, not of gente.:i, - of fellow-demots, not of fellow-gentiles; 
and it thus broke up those associations, religious, social, a11d po
litical, between the whole and the parts of the old system, which 
operated powerfully on the mind of every old-fashioned Athe
nian. The patricians at Rome, who composed the gentes and 
curiro, - and the plebs, who had no part in these corporations, 
formed for a long time two separate and opposing fractions in the 
sam~ city, each with its own separate organization. It wag only 
by slow degrees that the plebs gained ground, and the political 
value of the patrician gens was long maintained alongside of and 
apart from the plebeian tribe. So too in the Italian and Ger
man cities of the l\Iiddle Ages, the patrician families refused to 
part with their own separate political identity, when the guilds 
grew up by the side of them ; even though forced to renounce a 
portion of their power, they continued to be a separate fraternity, 
and would not submit to be regimented anew, under an altered 
category and denomination, along with the traders who had 
grown into wealth and importance.l But the reform of Kleis
thenes effected this change all at once, both as to the name and 
a.s to the reality. In some cases, indeed, that which had been 
the name of a gens was retained as the name of a deme, but 
even then the old gentiles were ranked indiscriminately among 
the remaining demots ; and the Athenian people, politically con
sidered, thus became one homogeneous whole, distributed for con
venience into parts, numerical, local, and politically equal. It is, 
however, to be remembered, that while the four Ionic tribes were 
abolished, the gcntes and phratries which composed them were 
left untouched, and continued to subsist as family and religious 
associations, though carrying with them no political privilege. 

The ten newly-created tribes, arranged in an established order 
of precedence, were called, - Erechtheis, .lEgeis, Pandionis, 

1 In illm:tration of what is here stated, see the account of the modifica
tions of the constitution of Zurich, in Bliintschli, Staats und Rcchts Gesch· 
ichte der Stadt Zurich, book iii, ch. 2, p. 322 ; also, Kortum, Entstehunga 
Geschichte dcr Freistiidtischen Biinde im l\fit.tclalter, ch. 5, pp. 74-75. 
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Leontis, Akamantis, <Eneis, Kekropis, Hippothoiintis, JEantis, 
Antiochis ; names borrowed chiefly from the respected heroes of 
Attic legend.I This number remained unaltered until the year 
305 B.c., when it was increased to twelve by the addition of two 
new tribes, Antigonias and Demetrias, afterwards designated 
anew by the names of Ptolemais and Attalis. The mere names 
of these last two, borrowed from living kings, and not from legen
dary heroes, betray the change from freedom to subservience at 
Athens. Each tribe comprised a certain number of demes, 
cantons, parishes, or townships, - in Attica. But the total num
ber of these demes is not distinctly ascertained; for though we 
know that, in the time of Polemo (the third ceµtury B.c.), it was 
one hundred and seventy-four, we cannot be ·sure that it had 
always remained the same; and several critics construe the words 
of Herodotus to imply that Kleisthenes at first recognized exactly 
one hundred demes, distributed in equal proportion among his 
ten tribes.2 But such construction of the words is more than 
doubtful, while the fact itself is improbable; partly because if 
the change of number had been so considerable as the difference 
between one hundred and one hundred and seventy-four, some 
positive evidence of it would probably be found, -partly be
cause Kleisthenes would, indeed, have a motive to render the 
amount of citizen population nearly equal, but no motive to ren
der the number of demes equal, in each of the ten tribes. It is 
well known how great is the force of local habits, and how unal
terable are parochial or cantonal boundaries. In the absence of 

1 Respecting these Eponymous Heroes of the Ten Tribes, and the legends 
connected with them, see chapter viii of the 'Emrapwr A6yor, erroneously 
ascribed to Demosthenes. 

! Herodot. v, 69. rliKa rli! /ta~ rovr rl~µovr Kariveµe fr rar pvAar. 
Schiimann contends that Kleisthenes established exactly one hundred 

demes to the ten tribes (De Co~itiis Atheniensium, Prref. p. xv and p. 363, 
and Antiquitat. Jur. Pub. Grrec. ch. xxii, p. 260), and K. F. Hermann 
(Lehrbuch der Gricch. Staats Alt. ch. 111) thinks that this is what He
rodotus meant to affirm, though he does not believe the fact to have really 
stood so. 

I incline, as the least difficulty in the case, to construe rliKa with pv:i.a, 
and not with rln.uovr, as Wachsmuth (i, 1, p. 271) and Dieterich (De 
Clisthcne, a treatise cited by K. F. Hermann, but which I have not seen) 
construe it. 
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proof to the contrary, therefore, we may reasonably suppose the 
number and circumscription of the demes, as found or modified 
by Kleisthenes, to have subsisted afterwards with little alteration, 
at least until the increase in the number of the tribes. 

There is another point, however, which is at once more certain, 
and more important to notice. The demes which Kleisthenes 
assigned to each tribe were in no case all adjacent to each other; 
and therefore the tribe, as a whole, did not correspond with any 
continuous portion of the territory, nor could it have any peculiar 
local interest, separate from the entire community. Such system
atic avoidance of the factions arising out of neighborhood will 
appear to have been more especially necessary, when we recollect 
that the quarrels of the Parali, the Diakrii, the Pediaki, during 
the preceding century, had all been generated from local fued, 
though doubtless artfully fomented by individual ambition. More
over, it was only by this same precaution that the local predomi
nance of the city, and the formation of a city-interest distinct from 
that of the country, was obviated; which could hardly have 
failed to arise had the city by itself constituted either one deme 
or one tribe. Kleis th enes distributed the city (or found it already 
distributed) into several demei:;, and those demes among several 
tribes; while Peirarns and Phalerum, each constituting a sepa
rate deme, were also assigned to different tribes ; so that there 
were no local advantages either to bestow predominance, or to 
create a struggle for predominance, of one tribe over the rest.I 

1 The deme 1llelite belonged to the tribe Kckropis ; Kollytus, to the tribe 
JEgeis ; Kydathena!on, to the tribe Pandioi:J.is ; Kerameis, or Kerameikus, to 
the Akamantis; SkamMnidre, to the Leon tis. 

All these five were demes within the city of Athens, and all belonged to 
different tribes. 

Peirreus belonged to the Hippothoontis; Phal/':rum, to the ..iEantis; Xypet~, 
to the Kekropis ; Thymretadre, to the Hippothoontis. These four demes, 
adjoining to each other, formed a sort of quadruple local union, for festivals 
and other purposes, among themselves; though three of them belonged to 
different tribes. 

See the list of the Attic demes, with a careful statement of their localities 
in so far as ascertained, in Professor Ross, Die Demen von Attika, Halle, 
1846. The distribution of the city-demes, and of Peirreus and Pha!ernm, 
amonp; different tribes, appears to me a clear proof of the intention of the 
original distributors. It shows that they wished from the beginning to 

http:Pandioi:J.is


HISTORY OF GREECE. 134 

Each deme had its own local interests to watch over ; but the 
tribe was a mere aggregate of demes for political, military, and 
religious purposes, with no separate hopes or fears, apart from 
the whole state. Each tribe had a chapel, sacred rites and festi
vals, and a common fund for such meetings, in honor of its epony
mous hero, administered by members of its own choice ;l and the 
statues of all the ten eponymous heroes, fraternal patrons of the 
democracy, were planted in the most conspicuous part of the agora 
of Athens. In the future working of the Athenian government, 
we shall trace no symptom of disquieting local factions,- a capi
tal amendment, compared with the disputes of the preceding 
century, and traceable, in part, to the absence of border-relations 
between demes of the same tribe. 

The deme now became the primitive constituent element of the 
commonwealth, both as to persons and as to property. It had 
its own demarch, its register of enrolled citizens, its collective 
property, its public meetings and religious ceremonies, its taxes 
levied and administered by itself. The register of qualified citi
zens2 was kept by the demarch, and the inscription of new citizens 
took place at the assembly of the demots, whose legitimate sons 
were enrolled on attaining the age of eighteen, and their adopted 
sons at any time when presented and sworn to by the adopting 
citizen. The citizenship could only be granted by a public vote 
of the people, but wealthy non-freemen were enabled sometimes 
to evade this law and purchase admission upon the register of 
some poor deme, probably by means of a fictitious adoption. At 

make the demes constituting ea<!h tribe discontinuous, and that they desired 
to prevent both the growth of separate tribe-interests and ascendency of 
one tribe over the rest. It contradicts the belief of those who suppose that 
the tribe was at first composed of continuous demes, and that the breach 
of continuity arose from subsequent changes. 

Of course there were many cases in which adjoining demes belonged 
to the same tribe; but not one of the ten tribes was made up altogether of 
adjoining demes. 

1 See Boeckh, Corp. Inscriptt. Nos. 85, 128, 213, etc.: compare Demosthen. 
cont. Theokrin. c. 4, p. 1326 R. 

2 We may remark that this register was called by a special name, the 
Lexiarchic register; while the primitive register of phrators and gentiles 
always retained, even in the time of the orators, its original name of the 
common register.-Harpokration, v, Kotvov ypaµµareiov Kat AT/~tapx;tKov. 
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the meetings of the demots, the register was called over, and it 
sometimes happened that some names were expunged,- in which 
case the party thus disfranchised had an appeal to the popular 
judicature.I So great was the local administrative power, how
ever, of these demes, that they are described as the substitute,2 
under the Kleisthenean system, for the naukraries under the So
lonian and ante-Solonian. The trittyes and naukraries, though 
nominally preserved, and the latter (as some affirm) augmented 
in number from forty-eight to fifty, appear henceforward as of 
little public importance. 

KleisthenGs preserved, but at the same time modified and ex
panded, all the main features of Solon's political constitution; the 
public assembly, or ekklesia, - the precori;;idering senate, com
posed of members from all the tribes, - and the habit of annual 
election, as well as annual responsibility of magistrates, by and to 
the ekklesia. The full value must now have been felt of pos
sessing such preexisting institutions to build upon, at a moment 
of perplexity and dissension. But the Kleisthenean ekklesia ac
quired new strength, and almost a new character, from the great 
increase of the number of citizens qualified to attend it; while the 
annually-changed senate, instead of being composed of four hun
dred members taken in equal proportion from each of the old four 
tribes, was enlarged to five hundred, taken equally from each of 
the new ten tribes. It now comes before us, under the name of 
Senate of Five Hundred, as an active and indispensable body 
throughout the whole Athenian democracy: and the practice now 
seems to have begun (though the period of commencement cannot 
be decisively proved), of determining the names of the senators by 
lot. Both the senate thus constituted, and the public assembly, 
were far more popular and vigorous than they had been under 
the original arrangement of Solon. 

The new constitution of the tribes, as it led to a change in 
the annual senate, so it transformed, no less directly, the military 

1 See Schumann, Antiq. Jur. P. Grrec. ch. xxiv. The oration of Demos
thenes against Enbulides is instructive about these proceedings of the 
assembled demots: compare Harpokration, v, t.ia~1nipuur, and Meier, De 
Bonis Damnatorum, ch. xii, p. 78, etc. 

s Aristot. :Fragment. de Repnbl., ed. Neumann,- 'Aff"f/V. ?l"OALT. Fr. 40, 
p. 88; Schol. ad Aristhophan. Ran. 37; Harpokration, v, t.np.apxor - Nav
1<papuca; Photius, v, Nai•1epapfo. 
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arrangements of the state, both as to soldiers and as to officers. 
The citizens called upon to serve in arms were now marshalled 
according to tribes, - each tribe having its own taxiarchs as offi
cers for the hoplites, and its own phylarch at the head of the 
horsemen. J'\Ioreover, there were now created for the first time 
ten strategi, or generals, one from each tribe ; and two hipparchs, 
for the supreme command of the horsemen. Under the prior 
Athenian constitution it appears that the command of the military 
force had been vested in the third archon, or polemarch, no stra
tegi then existing; and even after the latter had been created, under 
the Kleisthenean constitution, the polemarch still retained a joint 
right of command along with them,-as_we are told at the battle 
of Marathon, where Kallimachus the polemarch 'not only enjoyed 
an equal vote in the council of war along with the ten strategi, 
but even occupied the post of honor on the right wing.I The 
ten generals, annually changed, are thus (like the ten tribes) a 
fruit of the Kleisthenean constitution, which was at the same time 
powerfully strengthened and protected by such remodelling of the 
military force. The functions of the generals becoming more 
extensive as the democracy advanced, they seem to have acquired 
gradually not merely the direction of military and naval affairs, 
but also that of the foreign relations of the city generally, 
while the nine archons, including the polemarch, were by degrees 
lowered down from that full executive and judicial competence 
which they had once enjoyed, to the simple ministry of police 
and preparatory justice. Encroached upon by the strategi on one 
side, they were also restricted in efficiency by the rise of the pop
ular dikasteries or numerous jury-courts, on the other. We may 
be very sure that these popular dikasteries had not been permit
ted to meet or to act under the despotism of the Peisistratids, and 
that the judicial business of the city must then have been con
ducted partly by the Senate of Areopagus, partly by the archons ; 
perhaps with a nominal responsibility of the latter at the end of 
their year of office to an acquiescent ekklesia. And if we even 
assume it to be true, as some writers contend, that the habit of 
direct popular judicature, over and above this annual trial of re
sponsibility, had been partially introduced by Solon, it must have 

1 IIerodot. vi, 109-111. 
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been discontinued during the long coercion exercised by the super
vening dynasty. But the outburst of popular spirit, which lent 
force to Kleisthenes, doubtless carried the people into direct action 

· as jurors in the aggregate Ilelirea, not less than as voters in the 
ekklesia, - and the change was thus begun which contributed to 
degrade the archons from their primitive character as judges, into 
the lower function of preliminary examiners and presidents of a 
jury. Such convocation of numerous juries, beginning first with 
the aggregate body of sworn citizens above thirty years of' age, 
and subsequently dividing them into separate bodies or pannels, 
for trying particular causes, became gradually more frequent and 
more systematized: until at length·, in the time of' Perikles, it 
was made to carry a small pay, and stood out as one- of the most 
prominent features of Athenian life. 'Ve cannot particularize 
the different steps whereby such final development was attained, 
and the judicial competence of the archon cut down to the mere 
power of inflicting a small fine; but the first steps of it are 
found in the revolution of IGeisthenes, and it seems to have been 
consummated by the reforms of' Perikles. Of the function exer
cised by the nine archons as well as by many other magistrates 
and official persons at Athens, in convoking a dikastery, or jury
court, bringing on causes for trial, - and presiding over the trial, 
- a function constituting one of the marks of superior magistracy, 
and called the Hegemony, or presidency of a dikastery, -I shall 
speak more at length hereafter. At present, I wish merely to bring 
to view the increased and increasing sphere of' action on which the 
people entered at the memorable turn of affairs now before us. 

The financial affairs of the city underwent at this epoch as 
complete a change as the military: in fact, the appointment of' 
magistrates and officers by tens, one from each tribe, seems to 
have become the ordinary practice. A board of ten, called 
.Apodektre, were invested with the supreme management of the 
exchequer, dealing with the contractors as to those portions of 
the revenue which were farmed, receiving all the taxes from the 
collectors, and disbursing them under competent authority. The 
first nomination of this board is expressly ascribed to Kleisthe
nes,1 as a substitute for certain persons called Kolakretre, who 

1 Harpokration, v, 'Arrooinai. 
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had performed the same function before, and who were now 
retained only for subor<linate services. The <luties of the apo
dekt:e were afterwards limited to receiving the public income, 
and paying it over to the ten treasurers of the goddess Athene, 
by whom it was kept in the inner chamber of the Parthenon, 
and disbursed as nee<le<l; but this more complicated arrangement 
cannot be referred to Kleisthenes. From his time forward too, 
the Senate of Five Ilundre<l steps far beyond its original duty 
of preparing matters for the discussion of the ekklesia: it em
braces, besides, a large circle of administrative and general 
superintendence, which har<lly admits of any definition. Its 
sittings become constant, with the exception of special holidays, 
and the year is distributed into ten portions called Prytanies, 
the fifty senators of each tribe taking by turns the duty of con
stant attendance during one prytany, and receiving during that 
time the title of The Prytanes: the order of precedence among 
the tribes in these duties was annually determined by lot. In 
the ordinary Attic year of twelve lunar months, or three hun
dred and fifty-four days, six of the prytanies contained thirty-five 
days, four of them contained thirty-six: in the intercalated years 
of thirteen months, the number of <lays was thirty-eight and 
thirty-nine respectively. l\foreover, a farther subdivision of the 
prytany into five periods of seven days each, and of the fifty 
tribe-senators into five bodies of ten each, was recognized: each 
body of ten presided in the senate for one period of seven days, 
drawing lots every day among their number for a new chairman, 
called Epistates, to whom. during his day of office were confided 
the keys of the acropolis and the treasury, together with the city 
seal. The remaining senators, not belonging to the prytanizing 
tribe, might of course attend if they chose ; but the attendance 
of nine among them, one from each of the remaining nine tribes, 
was imperatively necessary to constitute a valid meeting, and to 
insure a constant representation of the collective people. 

During those later times known to us through the great ora
tors, the ekklesia, or formal assembly of the citizens, was con
voked four times regularly during each prytany, or oftener if 
necessity required, - usually by the senate, though the strategi 
had also the power of convoking it by their own authority. It 
was presided over by the prytanes, and questions were put to the 
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vote by their epistates, or chairman ; but the nine representatives 
of the non-prytanizing tribes were always present as a matter of 
course, and seem, indeed, in the days of the orators, to have ac
quired to themselves the direction of it, together with the right 
of putting questions for the vote,t - setting aside wholly or par
tially the fifty prytanes. ·when we carry our attention back, 
however, to the state of the ekklesia, as first organized by Kleis
thenes (I have already remarked that expositors of the Athe
nian constitution are too apt to neglect the distinction of times, 
and to suppose that what was the practice between 400-330 B.C. 

had been always the practice), it will appear probable that he 
provided one regular meeting in each prytany, and no more ; 
giving to the senate and the strategi power of convening special 
meetings if needful, but establishing one ekklesia during each 
prytany, or ten in the year, as a regular necessity of state. How 
often the ancient ekklesia had been convoked during the interval 
between Solon and Peisistratus, we cannot exactly say, - proba
bly but seldom during the year. Ilut under the Peisistratids, its 
convocation had dwindled down into an inoperative formality; 
and the reestablishment of it by Kleisthenes, not merely with plen
ary determining powers, but also under full notice and prepara
tion of matters beforehand, together with the best securities for 
orderly procedure, was in itself a revolution impressive to the 
mind of every Athenian citizen. To render the ekklesia effi
cient, it was indispensable that its meetings should be both fre
quent and free. l\1en thus became trained to the duty both of 
speakers and hearers, and each man, while he felt that he exer
cised his share of influence on the decision, identified his own 
safety and happiness with the vote of the majority, and became 
familiarized with the notion of a sovereign authority which he 
neither could nor ought to resist. This is an idea new to the 
Athenian bosom ; and with it came the feelings sanctifying free 
speech and equal law,- words which no Athenian citizen ever 
afterwards heard unmoved : together with that sentiment of the 
entire commonwealth as one and indivisible, which always over

1 See the valuable treatise of Schumann, De Comitiis, passim; also his 
.Antiq. J ur. Puhl. Gr. ch. xxxi; Harpokration, v, Kvpia 'EKKA1JO"La; Pollux, 
viii, 95. 
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ruled, though it did not supplant, the local and cantonal special
ties. It is not too much to say that these patriotic and ennobling 
impulses were a new product in the Athenian mind, to which 
nothing analogous occurs even in the time of Solon. They were 
kindled in part doubtless by the strong reaction against the Pei
sistratids, but still more by the fact that the opposing leader, 
Kleisthenes, turned that transitory feeling to the best possible 
account, and gave to it a vigorous perpetuity, as well as a well
defined positive object, by the popular elements conspicuous in 
his constitution. His name makes less figure in history than we 
should expect, because he passed for the mere renovator ·of So
lon's scheme of government after it pad been overthrown by 
Peisistratus. Probably he himself professed ti1is object, since it 
would facilitate the success of his propositions: and if we con
fine ourselves to the letter of the case, the fact is in a great 
measure true, since the annual senate and the ekklesia are both 
Solonian, - but both of them under his reform were clothed in 
totally new circumstances, and swelled into gigantic proportions. 
How vigorous was the burst of Athenian enthusiasm, altering 
instantaneously the position of Athens among the powers of 
Greece, we shall hear presently from the lips of Herodotus, and 
shall find still more unequivocally marked in the facts of his 
history. 

But it was not only the people formally installed in their 
ekklesia, who received from Kleisthenes the real attributes of 
sovereignty,- it was by him also that the people were first called 
into direct action as dikasts, or jurors. I have already re
marked, that this custom may be said, in a certain limited sense, 
to have begun in the time of Solon, since that lawgiver invested 
the popular assembly with the power of pronouncing the judg
ment of accountability upon the archons after their year of office. 
Here, again, the building, afterwards so spacious and stately, was 
erected on a Solonian foundation, though it was not itself Solo
nian. That the popular clikasteries, in the elaborate form in 
which they existed from Perikles downward, were introduced all 
at once by Kleisthenes, it is impossible to believe ; yet the steps 
by which they were gradually wrought out are not distinctly dis
coverable. It would rather seem, that at first only the aggregate 
body of citizens above thirty years of age exercised judicial 
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THE PEOPLE AS DIKASTS, OR HEU.EA. 

functions, being specially convoked and sworn to try persons ac
cused of public crimes, and when so employed bearing the name 
of the heli~a, or heliasts; private offences and disputes between 
man and man being still determined by individual magistrates in 
the city, and a considerable judicial power still residing in the 
Senate of Areopagus. There is reason to believe that this was 
the state of things established by Kleisthenes, and which after
wards came to be altered by the greater extent of judicial duty 
gradually accruing to the hcliasts, so that it was necessary to 
subdivide the collective heli~a. According to the subdivision, 
as practised in the times best known, six thousand citizens above 
thirty years of age were annually selected by lot out of the whole 
number, six hundred from each of the ten tribes : five thournnd 
of these citizens were arranged in ten pannels or decuries of five 
hundred each, the remaining one thousand being reserved to fill 
up vacancies in case of death or absence among the former. 
The whole six thousand took a prescribed oath, couched in very 
striking words, and every man received a ticket inscribed with 
his own name as well as with a letter designating his decury. 
When there were' causes or crimes ripe for trial, the thesmothets, 
or six inferior archons, determined by lot, first, which decurics 
should sit, according to the number wanted, - next, in which 
court, or under the presidency of what magistrate, the decury B 
or E should sit, so that it could not be known beforehand in what 
cause each would be judge. In the number of persons who ac
tually attended and sat, however, there seems to have been 
much variety, and sometimes two decuries sat together.I The 
arrangement here described, we must recollect, is given to us as 
belonging to those times when the dikasts received a regular 
pay, after every day's sitting; and it can hardly have long_ con-

See in particular on this subject the treatise of Schiimann, De Sorti
tione Judicum (Gripswald, 1820), and the work of the same author, Antiq. 
Jnr. Puhl. Grrec. ch. 49-55, p. 264, seqq. ; also Heffter, Die Atheniiische 
Gerichtsverfassung, part ii, ch. 2, p. 51, seqq.; Meier und Schumann, Der At
tische Prozess, pp. 127-135. 

The views of Schomann respecting the sortition of the Athenian jurors 
have been bitterly attacked, but in no way refuted, by F. V. Fritzsche (De 
Sortitione Judicum apud Athenienses Commentatio, Leipsic, 1835). 

Two or three of these dikastic tickets, marking the name and the deme 
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tinued without that condition, which was not realized before the 
time of Perikles. Each of these dccuries sitting in judicature 
was called The lfclima,- a name which belongs properly to the 
collective assembly of the people; this co!lcetive a:.:sembly hav
ing been itself the original judicature. I conceive that the prac
tice of distributing this collective assembly, or hdia'n, into sec
tions of jurors for judicial duty, may have begun under one form 
or another soon after the reform of Kleisthenes, since the direct 
interference of the people in public affairs tended more and more 
to increase. But it could only have been matured by degrees 
into that constant and systematic ~ervice which the pay of l'eri 
kles called forth at last in completcnesR. Under the laRt-men
tioned system the judicial competence of the nrchons was annul
led, and the third archon, or polcmarch, withdrawn from all 
military functions. Still, this had not been yet done at the time 
of the battle of Marathon, in which Kallimaclms the polcmurch 
not only commanded aloog with the stratl~gi, but enjoyed a sort 
of preeminence over them: nor had it been done during the year 
after the battle of Marathon, in which Aristcides was archon,
for the magisterial decisions of Aristeides formed one of the prin
cipal foundations of his honorable surname, the Just.• 

With this question, as to the comparative extent of judicial 
power vested by Kleisthenes in the popular dikastery and the 
archons, are in reality connected two others in Athenian consti
tutional law; relating, first, to the admissibility of all citizens 
for the post of archon, - next, to the choosing of archons by lot. 
It is well known that, in the time of Periklcs, the archons, and 

of the citizen, and the letter of the decury to which during that particular 
year he belonged, have been recently dug up near Athens: 

A. 	 Aio&ipoc E. Aeiviac 
iPpeuppwc. 'A'Aauvc. 

(Boeckh, Corp. Inscrip. Nos. 207-208.) 
Fritzsche (p. 73) considers these to be tickets of senators, not of dikasts; 

contrary to all probability. 
For the IIcliastic oath, and its remarkable particulars, see Demostben. 

cont. Timokrat. p. 746. See also Aristophanes, Plutus, 277 (with tho val
uable Scholia, though from different hands an<l not all of equal co1Tectness) 
and 972; Ekklesiazusre, 678, seqq. 

1 Plutarch, Arist. 7; Herodot. vi, 109-111. 
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\'arious other individual functionaries, had come to be chosen by 
lot, -moreover, all citizens were legally admissible, and might 
give in their names to be drawn· for by lot, subject to what was 
called the dokimas_y, or legal examination into their status of 
citizen, and into various moral and religious qualifications, be
fore they took office ; while at the same time the function of the 
archon had become nothing higher than preliminary examina
tion of parties and witnesses for the dikastcry, and presidence 
over it when afterwards assembled, together with the power of 
imposing by authority a fine of small amount upon inferior 
offenders. 

Now all these three political arrangements hang essentially 
together. The great value of the lot, according to Grecian 
democratical ideas, was that it equalized the chance of office 
between rich and poor. But so long as· the poor citizens were 
legally inadmissible, choice by lot could have no recommenda
tion either to the rich or to the poor ; in fact, it would be less 
democratical than election by the general mass of citizens, be
cause the poor citizen would under the latter system enjoy an 
important right of interference by means of his suffrage, though 
he could not be elected himself.l Again, choice by lot could 

1 Aristotle puts these two together; election of magistrates by the mass 
of the citizens, but only out of persons possessing a high pecuniary qualifi
cation; this he ranks as the least democratical democracy, if one may use 
the phrase (Politic. iii, 6-11 ), or a mean between democracy and oligarchy, 
-an up111r0Kparia, or 1rOAtreia, in his sense of the word (iv, i, 3). He puts the 
employment of the lot as a symptom of decisive and extreme democracy, 
such as would never tolerate a pecuniary qualification of eligibility. 

So again Plato (Legg. iii, p. 692 ), after remarking that the legislator of 
Sparta first provided the senate, next the ephors, as a bridle upon the 
kings, says of the ephors that they were "something nearly approaching to 
an authority emanating from the lot," - olov .paA.tov l:vi(Ja).ev avr5 -rirv ri:iv 
E'/'OPl,JV ovvaµtv, E:yyvr Ti/r K').1Jp(,)Ti/r uyaywv avvaµtt.Jr. 

Upon which passage there are some good remarks in Schiimann's edition 
of Plutarch's Lives of Agis and Kleomenes (Comment. ad Ag. c. 8, p. 119). 
It is to be recollected that the actual mode in which the Spartan ephors 
were chosen, as I have already stated in my first volume, cannot be clearly 
made out, and has been much debated by critics : 

" l'.fihi hrec verba, quum illud quidem manifestnm faciant, qnod etiam 
alinnde constat, sorte captos ephoros non esse, tum hoc alterum, quod Her
mannus statuit, creationem sortitioni non absimilem fuisse, neqWLquam 

http:avva�tt.Jr
http:l:vi(Ja).ev
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never under any circumstances be applied to those posts where 
special competence, and a certain measure of attributes pos
sessed only by a few, could not be dispensed with without ob
vious peril, - nor was it ever applied, throughout the whole 
history of democratical Athel!s, to the strategi, or generals, who 
were always elected by show of hands of the assembled citizens. 
Accordingly, we may regard it as certain that, at the time when 
the archons first came to be chosen by lot, the superior and 
responsible duties once attached to that office had been, or were 
in course of being, detached from it, and transferred either to 
the popular dikasts or to the ten elected strategi : so that there 
remained to these archons only a routine of police and adminis
tration, important indeed to the state, yet such as could be 
executed by any citizen of average probity, diligence, and 
capacity. At least there was no obvious absurdity in thinking 
so ; and the dokimasy excluded from the otlice men of notori
ously discreditable life, even after they might have drawn the 
successful lot. Perikles,1 though chosen strat.egus, year after 
year successively, was never archon ; and it may even be 
doubted whether men of first-rate talents and ambition often 
gave in their names for the office. To those of smaller aspira
tions 2 it was doubtless a source of importance, but it imposed 
troublesome labor, gave no pay, and entailed a certain degree 
of peril upon any archon who might have given offence to pow

demonstrare vidcntur. Nimirum nihil aliud nisi propc acccdcrc ephororum 
magistratus ad eos dicitur, qui sortito capiantur. Sortitis autem magistrati
bus hoc ma.rime proprium est, ut promiscue - non ex genere, censu, dignitate - a 
q1wllbet capi possint: quamobrem quum ephori quoque fore promiscue fierent 
ex omni multitudine civium, poterat baud dubie magistratns eorum lni!r 
Ti;r KA71pwr7/r ovvaµwr esse dici, etiamsi alperot essent - h. e. suffragiis 
creati. Et video Lachmannum quoque, p. 165, not. I, de Platonis loco sim
iliter judicare." 

The employment of the lot, as Schomann remarks, implies universal ad
missibility of all citizens to office: though the converse does not hold good, 
- the latter does not of necessity imply the former. Now, as we know that 
universal admissibility did not become the law of Athens until after the 
hattle of Platrea, so we may conclude that the employment of the lot had 
no place before that epoch, -i. e. had no place under the constitution of 
Kleisthenes. 

1 Plutarch, Pcrik!Cs, c. 9-16. 
2 See a passage about such characters in Plato, Republic, v, p. 475 B. 
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erful men, when he came to pass through the trial of accounta
bility which followed immediately upon his year of office. There 
was little to make the office acceptable either to very poor men, 
or to very rich and ambitious men; and between the middling 
persons who gave in their names, any one might be taken with
out great practical mischief; always assuming the two guarantees 
of the dokimasy before, and accountability after, office. Thi~ 
was the conclusion - in my opinion a mistaken conclusion, and 
such as would find no favor at present- to which the democrats 
of Athens were conducted by thei1· strenuous desire to equalize 
the \~hances of oflice for rich and poor. But their sentiment 
seems to have been satisfied by a partial enforcement of the lot 
to the choice of some offices, - especially the archons, as the 
primitive chief magistrates of the state,- without applying it to 
all, or to the most responsible and difficult. Nor would they 
have applied it to the archous, if it had been indispensably 
necessary that these magistrates should retain their original 
very serious duty of judging disputes and condemning offenders. 

I think, therefore, that these three points: 1. The opening 
of the post of archon to all citizens indiscriminately ; 2. The 
choice of archons by lot; 3. The diminished range of the ar
chon's duties and responsibilities, through the extension of those 
belongi11g to the popular courts of justice on the one hand and to 
the strategi on the other - are all connected together, and must 
have been simultaneou~, or nearly simultaneous, in the time of 
introduction : the enactment of universal admissibility to office 
certainly not coming after the other two, and probably coming a 
little before them. 

Now in regard to the eligibility of all Athenians indiscrimi
nately to the office of archon, we find a clear and positive testi
mony as to the time when it was first introduced. Plutarch 
tells us 1 that the oligarchical,2 but high-principle<l Aristeides, 
was himself the proposer of this constitutional change, - shortly 
after the battle of Platrea, with the consequent expulsion of the 
Persians from Greece, and the return of the refugee Athenians 

1 Plutarch, Arist. 22. 
2 So at least the supporters of the constitution of Kleisthencs were called 

by the contemporaries of Perikles. 
VOL. IV. 7 10oc. 
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to their ruined city. Seldom has it liappened in the history of 
mankind, that rich and poor have been so completely equalized 
as among the population of Athens in that memorable expatria
tion and heroic struggle. Nor are we at all surprised to hear 
that the mass of the citizens, coming back with freshly-kindled 
patriotism as well as with the consciousness that their country 
bad only been recovered by the equal efforts of all, would no 
longer submit to be legally disqualified from any office of state. 
It was on this occasion that the constitution was first made really 
" common " to all, and that the archons, strategi, and all func
tionaries, first began to be chosen from all Athenians without 
any difference of legal eligibility.t , No mention is made of the 
lot, in this important statement of Plutarch, which appears to 
me every way worthy of credit, and which teaches us that, down 
to the invasion of Xerxes, not only had the exclusive principle 
of the Solonian law of qualification continued in force (whereby 
the first three classes on the census were alone admitted to all 
individual offices, and the fourth or Thetic class exelutled), but 
also the archons had hitherto been elected by the citizens, - not 
taken by lot. 

Now for financial purposes, the quadruple census of Solon 
was retained long after this period, eYen beyond the Pelopon
nesian war and the oligarchy of Thirty. But we thus learn that 
Kleisthenes in his constitution retained it for political purposes 
also, in part at least : he recognized the exclusion of the great 
mass of the citizens from all individual offices, - such as the 
archon, the strategus, etc. In his time, probably, po complaints 
were raised on the subject.. His constitution gave to the collec
tive bodies - senate, ekklesia, and helirea, or dikastery - a de
gree of power and importance such as they had never before 
known or imagined : and we may well suppose that the Athenian 
people of that day had no objection even to the proclaimed sys
tem and theory of being exclusively governed by men of wealth 
and station as individual magistrates, - especially since many 
of the newly-enfranchised citizens bad been previously metics 
and slaves. Indeed, it is to be added that, even under the full 

1 Plutarch, Arist. ttt sup. yparpet 1/Jfirpurµa, Kotvi/v Elvat ri/v 7rOAtrefov, Ka2 
rovr cip;rovra( I; 'A~11vaic.iv 7ravrc.iv alpelrr~at. 

http:7ravrc.iv
http:A~11vaic.iv
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democracy of later Athens, though the people had then become 
passionately atta~hed to the theory of equal admissibility of all 
citizens to office, yet, in practice, poor men seldom obtained 
offices which were elected by the general vote, as will appear 
more fully in the course of this history.I 

The choice of the strategi remained ever afterwards upon the 
footing on which Aristeides thus placed it. But the lot for the 
choice of archon must have been introduced shortly after his 
proposition of universal eligibility, and in consequence too of the 
same tide of democratical feeling, - introduced as a farther cor
rective, because the poor citizen, though he had become eligible, 
was nevertheless not elected. And at the same time, I imagine, 
that elaborate distribution of the Ilelia'!a, or aggregate body of 
dikasts, or jurors, into separate pannels, or dikasteries, for the 
decision of judicial matters, was first regularized. It was this 
change that stole away from the archons so important a part of 
their previous jurisdiction : it was this change that Perikles 
more fully consummated by insuring pay to the dikasts. But 
the present is not the time to enter into the modifications which 
Athens underwent during the generation after the battle of 
Platrea. They have been here briefly noticed for the purpose of 

· reasoning back, in the absence of direct evidence, to Athens as 
it stood in the generation before that memorable battle, after the 
reform of Kleisthenes. His reform, though highly democratical, 

1 So in the Italian republics of the twelfth anil thirteenth century, the 
nobles long eontinueil to possess the exclusive right of being electeil to the 
consulate and the great offices of state, even after those offices had come to 
be elected by the people : the habitual misrule and oppression of the nobles 
gradually put an end to this right, and even created in many towns a reso
lution positively to exclude them. At Milan, towards the end of the 
twelfth century, the twelve consuls, with the Poclcstat, possessed all the 
powers of government: these consuls were nominated by one hundred 
electors chosen by and among the people. Sismondi observes : " Cepen
dant le pcuple imposa lui-meme a ecs cleetenrs, la rcgle fondamentale de 
choisir tons les magistrats clans le corps de la noblesse. Ce n'etoit point 
encore Ia possession des magistrntnres qne !'on contcstoit aux gentilshom
mes: on demandoit seulcment qu'ils fussent !es mandataires immediats de 
la nation. Mais plus d'uue fois, en dCpit du droit incontestable des cito
yens, !es consuls regnant s'attribuerent I'election de leurs successeurs." 
(Sismondi, Histoire des Republiques Italiennes, chap. xii, vol. ii, p. 240.) 
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stopped short of the mature democracy which prevailed from 
Perikles to Demosthenes, in three ways espec.ially, among vari
ous others ; and it is therefore sometimes considered by the 
later writers as an aristocratical constitution: I 1. It still recog
nized the archons as judges to a considerable extent, and the 
third archon, or polemarch, as joint military commander along 
with the strategi. 2. It retained them as elected annually by 
the body of citizens, not as chosen by lot.2 3. It still excluded 

1 Plutarch, Kirnon, c. 15. T~V brt KAeun9€vov, lytipetv ltpicrToKpaTiav 
Tretpwµivov : compare Plutarch, Aristeidcs, c. 2, and l:;okratcs, Areopagi· 
ticus, Or. vii, p. 143, p. 192, ed. Bek. 

• llerodotus speaks of Kallimachus the Polemarch, at Marathon, as oTi;J 
Kvaµ<,J l.a;i:wv IIoAi:µapxo, (vi, ll0). 

I cannot but think that in this case he transfers to the year 490 B.c. the 
practice of his own time. The polemarch, at the time of the battle of 
Marathon, was in a certain sense the first stratcgns ; and the strategi were 
never taken by lot, but always chosen by show of hands, even to the end of 
the democracy. It seems impossible to believe that the stratcgi were 
elected, and that the polcmarch, at the time when his fnnctions were the 
same as theirs, was chosen by lot. 

Herodotus seems to have conceived the choice of magistrates by lot as 
being of the essence of a democracy (IIcrodot. iii, 80 ). 

Plutarch also (Pcrik!Cs, c. 9) seems to have conceived the choice of 
archons by lot as a very ancient institution of Athens: nevertheless, it 
results from the first chapter of his life of Aristeidcs, - an obscure chapter, 
in which conflicting authorities are mentioned without being well discrim· 
inated, - that Aristeides was chosen archon by the people, - not drawn hy 
lot: an additional reason for believing this is, that he was archon in the 
year following the battle of Marathon, at which he had been one of the ten 
generals. Idomeneus distinctly affirmecl this to be the f.tet, - ov KvaµwriJio, 
UAA' tAoµevwv 'A{h1vaiwv (Plutarch, Arist. c. 1). 

Isokrates also (Areopagit. Or. vii, p. 144, p. 195, erl. Bekker) conceivccl 
the constitution of Klcisthenes as inclt1ding all the three points noticed in 
the text: . 1. A high pecuniary qualification of eligibility for individual 
offices. 2. Election to these offices by all the citizens, and accountability 
to the same after office. 3. No employment of the lot.-lle even contends 
that this election is more truly democratical than sortition; since the latter 
process might atlmit men attached to oligarchy, whkh would not happen 
under the former, -iirretra Kai VlJµonKwTfpav lvoµii;ov TaVTTJV Tqv Karuu
Tacriv ~ T~V otii, TOV Aay;i:aveiv yiyvoµivriv· lv µ£v yiip Ty KATjpWCTfl T~V TVXTJV 
{3pa,3efoetv, Kat 1rOAAa1ar A~ij;eui'Jai Tur upxar Tovr Ti/> UAtyapxiar errii'Jv
uoi)vrar, etc. This would be a good argument if there were no pecuniary 
qualification for eligibility, - such pecuniary qualification is a provision 
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the fourth class of the Solonian census from all individual office, 
the archonship among the rest. The Solonian law of' exclusion, 
however, though retained in principle, was mitigated in practice 
thus far,- that whereas Solon had rendered none but members 
of the highest class on the census (the I1entakosiomedimni) 
eligible to the archonship, Kleisthenes opened that diguity to 
all the first three classes, shutting out only the fourth. That he 
did this may be inferred from the fact that Aristei<lcs, assuredly 
not a rich man, became archon. 

I am also inclined to believe that the Senate of Five Hundred, 
as constituted by Kleisthenes, was taken, not by election, but by 
lot, from the ten tribes, - and that every citizen became eligible 
to it. Election for this purpose - that is, the privilege of 
annually electing a batch of fifty senators, all at once, by each 
tribe - would probably be thought more troublesome than 
valuable; nor do we hear of separate meetings of each tribe for 
purposes of election. Moreover, the office of senator was a 
collective, not an individual office; the shock, therefore, to the 
feelings of semi-democratized Athens, from the unpleasant idea 
of a poor man sitting among the fifty prytanes, would he less 
than if they conceived him as polemarch at the head of the 
right wing of the army, or as an archon administering justice. 

A farther difference between the constitution of Solon and that 
of Kleisthenes is to be found in the position of' the Senate of 
Areopagus. Under the former, that senate had been the princi
pal body in the state, and he had even enlarged its powers ; 
under the latter, it must have been treated at first as an enemy, 
and kept down. For as it was composed only of all the past 
archons, and as, during the preceding thirty years, every archon 
had been a creature of the I1eisistratids, the Arcopagites collec
tively must have been both hostile and odious to Kleisthenes and 
his partisans, -perhaps a fraction of its members might even 
retire into exile with Hippias. Its influence must have been 

which he lays down, but which he does not fiud it convenient to insist upon 
emphatically. · 

I do not. here advert to the ypa¢~ 1tapav6µ"w, the voµo¢f/AaKer, and the 
sworn voµorJerat, - all of them institutions belonging to the time of Peri
kles at the earliest ; not to that of Kleisthenes. 
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sensibly lessened by the change of party, until it came to be 
gradually filled by fresh archons springing from the bosom of the 
Kleisthcncan constitution. But during this important interval, 
the new-mouelled Senate of Five IIundreu, and the popular 
assembly, stepped into that ascendency which they never after
wards lost. From the time of Kleisthenes forward, the Areopa
gites cease to be the chief and prominent power in the state: 
yet they are still considerable; and when the second fill of the 
democratical tide took place, after the battle of Platica, they 
became the focus of that \vhicl1 was then considered as the party 
of oligarchical rc~i~tance. I have already remarked that the 
archons, during the intermediate timQ (alJOut 509-47! B.c.), were 
all elected Ly the ekklesia, uot chosen Ly ·Jot,- and that the 
fourth (or poorest and most numerous) class on the census were 
by law then ineligible; while election at Athens, even when 
every citizen without exception was an elector and eligible, had 
a natural tendency to fall upon men of wealth and station. "\Ve 
thus see how it happened that the past archons, when united in 
the Senate of Areopagus, infused into that body the r;ympathies, 
prejudices, and interests of the richer classes. It was this which 
brought them into conflict with the more democratical party 
headed by Perikles and Ephialtes, in times when portions of the 
Kleisthenean constitution had come to be discredited as too much 
imbued with oligarchy. 

One other remarkable institution, distinctly ascribed to Kleis
thenes, yet remains to be noticed, - the Ostracism ; upon which 
I have already made some remarks,1 in touching upon the mem
orable 8olonian prodamation againi;;t neutrality in a sedition. It 
is l1ardly too much to say that, without this protective process, 
none of the other institutions would have reached maturity. 

By the ostracism, a citizen was banished without special accu
sation, trial, or defence, for a term of ten years, - subsequently 
diminished to five. His property was not taken away, nor his 
reputation tainted ; so that the penalty consisted solely in the 
banishment from his native city to some other Greek city. As 
to reputation, the ostracism was a compliment rather than other
wise; 2 and so it was vividly felt to be, when, about ninety years 

1 See above, chap. xi, vol. iii, p. 145. 
• Aristeidcs Rhetor. Orat. xlvi, vol. ii, p. 317, ed. Dindorf. 
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after Kleisthenes, the conspiracy between Nikias and Alkibiades 
fixed it upon IIyperbolus. The two former had both recom
mended the taking of an ostracizing vote, each hoping to cause 
the banishment of the other; but before the day arrived, they 
accommodated the difference. To fire off the safety-gun of the 
republic against a person so little dangerous as IIyperbolus, was 
denounced as the prostitution of a great political ceremony: "it 
was not against such men as him (said the comic writer, Plato),1 

1 Plutarch (Xikias, c. 11; Alkibiad. c. 13; Aristcill. c. 7): Thucyd. viii, 
73. Plato Comicus said, respecting Hypcrbolus -

Ou yup TOLOVTWV OVVtK' ocrrpax' rrvpifJTJ. 

Thcophrastus had stated that Phreax, and not Nikias, was the rival of 
Alkibiadcs on this occasion, when Hypcrbolus was ostracized; but most 
authors, says Plutarch, represent Kikias as the person. It is curious that 
there should be any uifference of statement about a fact so notorious, and 
in the best-known time of Athenian history. 

Taylor thinks that the oration which now passes as that of Andokides 
against Alkiliiades, is really by l'hreax, anu was read by Plutarch as the 
oration of l'hreax in an actual conte,;t of ostracism between l'hreax, Nikias, 
and J,.Jkihiad.;s. He is opposed by Ruhnkcn and Valckcnacr (see Sluitcr's 
preface to that oration, c. I, and Rn1mken, Hist. Critic. Oratt. Grrecor. p. 
135). I cannot agree with either: I cannot think with him, that it is a 
real oration of l'hreax; nor with them, that it is a real oration in any gen
uine cause of ostracism whatcYcr. It appears to me to have been composed 
after the ostracism had fallen into desuetude, ancl when the Athenians had 
not only become somewhat ashamed of it, but hall lost the familiar con
ception of what it really was. }'or how othenvise can we explain the fact, 
that the author of that oration complains that he is about to be ostracized 
without any secret voting, in which the Yery essence of the ostracism con
sisted, and from which its name WtlS bOlTOWCtl (OVTE Otaiji~t/JltJUflEvWI' Kpv13o~v, 
c. 2) ~ His oration is framed as if the audience whom he was addressing 
were about to ostracize one out of the three, hy show of hanus. Ilut the 
process of ostracizing inclullcd no meeting and harang·ning,-nothing but 
simple deposit of the shells in a cask; as may be seen by the description of 
the special railing-in of the agora, and by the story (true or false) of the 
unlettered country-citizen corning into the city to give his vote, and asking 
Aristeides, without even knowing his person, to write the name for him on 
the shell (Plutarch, Aristcid. c. 7).' There was, indeed, previous discussion 
in the senate as well as in the ekklesia, whether a vote of ostracism should 
be entered upon at all; but the author of the oration to which I allude 
docs not address himsc1f to that question ; he assumes that the Yote is 
actually about to be taken, and that one of the three -himself, N'ikias, or 
Alkibiades-must be ostracized (c. I)- Now, doubtless, in practice, the de
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that the oyster-shell (or potsherd) was intended to be used'' 
The process of ostracism was carried into effect by writing upon 
a shell, or potsherd, the name of t11e person w hoi:n a citizen thought 
it prudent for a time to banish; which shell, when deposited in 
the proper vessel, counted for a ·vote towards the sentence. 

I have already observed that all the governments of the 
Grecian cities, when we compare them with that idea which a 
modern reader is apt to conceive of the measure of force belong
ing to a government, were essentially weak, the good as well 
as the bad, - the democratical, the oligarchical, and the despotic. 
The force in the Lands of any government, to cope with conspira
tors or mutineers, was extremely small, with.the single exception 
of a despot surrounded by his mercenary troop ; so that no tolera
bly sustained conspiracy or usurper could be put down except by 
the direct aid of the people in support of the government; which 
amounted to a dissolution, for the time, of constitutional authority, 
and was pregnant with reactionary consequences such as no man 
could foresee. To prevent powerful men from attempting usur
pation was, therefore, of the greatest possible moment; and a 
despot or an oligarchy might exercise preventive means at pleas
ure,1 much sharper than the ostracism, such as the a8sas~ination 
of Kirnon, mentioned in my last chapter, as directed by the Pei
sistratids. At the very least, tliey might send away any one, 
from whom they apprehended attack or danger, without incurring 
even so much as the imputation of severity. But in a democ
racy, where arbitrary action of the magistrate was the thing of 

cision commonly lay between two formidable rivals ; but it was not publicly 
or formally put so before the people : every citizen might write upon the 
shell such name as he chose. J:<'arthe1·, the open denunciation of the injus
tice of ostracism as a system ( c. 2 ), proves an age later than the banishment 
of IIyperbolus. Moreover, the author having begun by remarking that he 
stands in contest with 1\ikias as well as with Alkibiadcs, says nothing more 
about Nikias to the end of the speech. 

1 See the discussion of the ostracism' in Aristot. Politic. iii, 8, where he 
recognizes the problem as one common to all governments. . 

Compare, also, a good Dissertation -J. A. l'aradys, De Ostrndsmo 
Athenicnsinm, Lngdnni Ilatavor. 1793; IC }'. Hermann, Lchrhueh der 
Griechischcn Staatsalterthiimcr, ch. 130; and Schi:imann, Antiq. Jnr. Pub. 
Grrec. ch. xx'xv, p. 233. 
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all others most dreaded, and where fixed laws, with trial and 
defence as preliminaries to punishment, were conceived by the 
ordinary citizen as the guarantees of his personal security and 
as the pride of his social condition, - the creation of such an 
exceptional power presented serious difficulty. If we transport 
ourselves to the times of Kleisthenes, immediately after the 
expulsion of the Peisistratids, when the working of the demo
eratical machinery was as yet untried, we shall find this difficulty 
at its maximum ; but we shall also find the necessity of vesting 
such a power somewhere absolutely imperative. For the great 
Athenian nobles had yet to learn the lesson of respect for any 
constitution ; their past history had exhibited continual struggles 
between the armed factions of l\Iegakles, Lykurgus, and Peisis
tratus, put down after a time by the superior force and alliances 
of the latter. And though Kleisthenes, the son of Megakles, 
might be firmly disposed to renounce the example of his father, 
and to act as the faithful citizen of a fixed constitution, - he 
would know but too well that the sons of his father's companions 
and rivals would follow out ambitious purposes without any 
regard to the limits imposed by law, if ever they acquired suffi
cient partisans to present a fair prospect of success. :Moreover, 
when any two candidates for power, with such reckless disposi
tions, came into a bitter personal rivalry, the motives to each of 
them, arising as well out of fear as out of ambition, to put down 
his opponent at any cost to the constitution, might well become 
irresistible, unless some impartial and discerning interference 
could arrest the strife in . time. " If the Athen,ians were wise 
(Aristeides is reported to have said,I in the height and peril of 
his parliamentary struggle with Themistokles ), they would cast 
both Themistokles and me into the barathrum."2 And whoever 

1 Plutarch, Al·istcicl. c. 3. 
2 The barathrum was a clecp pit, said to have had iron spikes at the bot

tom, into which criminals condemned to death were sometimes cast. 
Though probably an ancient Athenian punishment, it seems to have become 
at the very least extremely rare, if not entirely disused, during the times 
of Athens historically known to us ; but the phrase continued in speech 
after the practice had become obsolete. The iron spikes depend on tho 
evidence of the Schol. Aristophan. Plutus, 431,-a very doubtful author
ity, when we rcucl the kgend which he blends with his statement. 

7* 
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reads the sad narrative of tlie Korkyrrean sedition, in the third 
book of Thucydides, together with the reflections of the hi,;torian 
upon it,1 will trace the gradual exasperation of these party feud~, 
beginning even under democratical forms, until at length they 
break down the barriers of public as well as of private morality. 

A"'ainst this chance of internal assailants Kleisthenes had to 
prot:ct the demo"cratical constitution, - first, by throwing impedi
ments in their way and rendering it difficult for them to procure 
the requisite support; next, by eliminating them before any vio
lent projects were ripe for execution. To do either the one or 
the other, it was necessary to provide such a constitution as would 
not only conciliate the good-will, but kindle the passionate attach
ment, of the mass of citizens, insomuch that riot even any consid
erable minority should be deliberately inclined to alter it by force. 
It was necessary to create in the multitude, and through them to 
force upon the leading ambitious men, that rare and diificult sen
timent which we may term a constitutional morality; a para
mount reverence for the forms of the constitution, enforcing 
obedience to the authorities acting under and within those forms, 
yet combined with the habit of open speech, of action subject 
only to definite legal control, and unrestrained censure of those 
very authorities as to all their public acts, - combined too with 
a perfect confidence in the bosom of every citizen, amidst the 
bitterness of party contest, that the forms of the constitution will 
be not less sacred in the eyes of his opponents than in his own. 
This coexistence of freedom and self-imposed rcstraint,-of obedi
ence to authority with unmeasured censure of the persons exer
cising it, - may be found in the aristocracy of England (since 
about 1688) as well as in the democracy of the American United 
States: and because we are familiar with it, we are apt to sup
pose it a natural sentiment; though there seem to be few senti
ments more difficult to establish and diffu~e among a community, 
judging by the experience of history. 'Ve may see how imper
fectly it exists at this day in the Swiss cantons; and the many 
violences of the first French revolutior1 illustrate, among various 
other lessons, the fatal effects arising from its absence, even 
among a people high in the scale of intelligence. Yet the dif

1 Thnryd. iii, 70, 81, 82. 
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fusion of such constitutional morality, not merely among the ma
jority of any community, but throughout the whole, is the in<lis
pensable con<lition of a government at once free and peaceable; 
since even any powerful and obstinate minority may render the 
working of free institutions impracticable, without. being strong 
enough to conquer ascendency for themselves. Nothing less 
than unanimity, or so overwhelming a mnjority as to be tanta
mount to unanimity, on the cardinal point of respecting constitu
tional forms, even by those who <lo not wholly approve of them, 
can ren<ler the excitement of political passion bloodless, and yet 
expose all the authorities in the state to the full license of pacific 
criticism. 

At the epoch of Kleisthenes, which by a remarkable coinci
dence is the same as that of the regifuge at Rome, such constitu
tional morality, if it existed anywhere else, had certainly no 
place at Athens ; and the first creation of it in any particular 
society must be esteemed an interesting historical fact. By the 
spirit of his reforms, - equal, popular, and comprehensive, far 
beyond the previous experience of Athenians,- he secured the 
hearty attachment of the body of citizens; but from the first 
generation of leading men, under the nascent democracy, and 
with such precedents as they had to look back upon, no self-im
posed limits to ambition coul<l be expected: and the problem re
quired was to eliminate beforehand any one about to transgress 
these limit;:, so as to escape the necessity of putting him down 
afterwards, with all that bloo<lshed and reaction, in the mid:"t of 
which the free "·orking of.the constitution would be suspended at 
least, if not irrevocably extinguished. To acquire sucli influ
ence as would render him dangerous under democratical forms, a 
man must stand in evidence before the public, so as to afford 
some reasonable means of judging of his character an<l purposes; 
and the security which Kleisthenes provided, was, to call in the 
positive judgment of the citizens respecting his future prombe 
purely and simply, so that they might not remain too long neu
tral between two formidable political rivals, - pursuant in a cer
tam way to the Solonian proclamation against neutrality in a 
sedition, as I Jiaye already remarked in a former chapter. He. 
incorporated j,i1 the constitution itself the principle ofpri1.1ilegium 
(to employ the Roman phrase, which signifies, not a peculiar 
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favor granted to any one, but a peculiar inconvenience imposed), 
yet only under circumstances solemn and well defined, with full 
notice an<l discussion beforehand, and by the positive secret vote 
of a large proportion of the citizens. "No law shall be made 
against any single citizen, without the same being made against 
all Athenian citizens; unless it shall so seem good to six thou
sand citizens voting secretly." l Such was that general princi
ple of the constitution, under which the ostracism was a partic
ular case. Before the vote of ostracism could be taken, a case 
was to be made out in the senate and the public assembly to jus
tify it. In the sixth prytany of the year, these two bodies de
bated and determined whether the state of the republic was men
acing enough to call for such an exceptional -ineasurc.2 If they 
decided in the affirmative, a day was named, the agora was railed 
round, with ten entrances left for the citizens of each tribe, and 
ten separate casks or vessels for depositing the suffrages, which 
consisted of a shell, or a potsherd, with the name of the person 
written on it whom each citizen designed to banish. At the end 
of the day, the number of votes was summed up, and if six 
thousand votes were found to have been given against any one 
person, that person was ostracized; if not, the ceremony ended 
in nothing.3 Ten days were allowed to him for settling his af

1 Andokides, De Mysteriis, p. 12, c. 13. l\17Joe -voµov lrr' uvopt t;eivat 
1Jel1:at, lii.v µ~ rOv aVrOv lrrl TiUrrtv 'Al911vaiou; · liJ.v µlj l;aK.t<1XtAiotr OO;y, 
«pv13oijv 1/J7Jrfnl;oµf:vo1r. According to the usual looseness in dealing with the 
name of Solon, this has been called a law of Solon (sec Petit. Leg. Att. p. 
188), though it certainly cannot be older than Klcisthencs. 

"PriYilegia ne irroganto," said the law of the TwelYe Tables at Rome 
(Cicero, Legg. iii, 4-19 ). 

2 Aristotle and Philochorns, ap. Photium, App. p. 6i2 and 675, ed. 
I>orson. 

It would rather appear by that passage that the ostracism was never for
mally abrogated; and that eycn in the later times, to which the description 
of Aristotle refer•, the form was still preserved of putting the question 
whether the public safety called for an ostracizing vote, long after it had 
passed both ont of use and out of mind. 

3 l'hilochorus, ut supra; Plutarch, Aristeid. e. 7 ; Schol. ad Aristophan. 
Equit. 851 ; Pollux, Yiii, 19. 

There is a difference of opinion among the authorities, as well as among 
the expositors, whether the minimum of six thousand ap1iiics to the v.vtes 
given in all, or to the votes given against any one name. I embrace the 
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fairs, after which he was required to depart from Attica for ten 
years, but retained his property, and suffered no other penalty. 

It was not the maxim at Athens to escape the errors of the 
people, by calling in the different errors, and the sinister interest 
besides, of an extra-popular or privileged few; nor was any 
third course open; since the principles of representative govern
ment were not understood, nor indeed conveniently applicable to 
very small communities. Beyond the judgment of the people 
so the Athenians felt- there was no appeal ; and their grand 
study was to surround the delivery of that judgment with the 
best. securities for rectitude and the best preservatives against 
haste, passion, or private corruption. ·whatever measure ·of 
good government could not be obtained in that way, could not, 
in their opinion, be obtained at all. I shall illustrate the Athe
nian proceedings on this head more fully when I come to speak 
of the working of their mature democracy : meanwhile, in respect 
to this grand protection of the nascent democracy, - the vote of 
ostracism, - it will be found that the securities devised by Kleis
thenes, for making the sentence effectual against the really dan
gerous man, and against no one else, display not less foresight 
than patriotism. The main object was, to render the voting an 
expression of deliberate puLlic feeling, as distinguished from 
mere factious antipathy: the large minimum of votes required, 
one-fourth of tl}e entire citizen population, went far to insure 
this effect, - the more so, since each vote, taken as it was in a 

latter opinion, which is supported by Philochorns, Pollux, and the Schol. 
on Aristophanes, thoug-h Plutarch countenances the former. Bocckh, in 
his Public Economy of Athens, and "\Vachsmuth, (i, 1, p. 272) arc in favor 
of Plutarch and the former opinion; l'aradys (Disscrtat. De Ostr. p. 25), 
Platner, and Heumann (see K. F. Hermann, Lehrbuch der Gr. Staatsalt. ch. 
130, not. 6) support the other, which appears to me the right one. 

For the purpose, so unequivocally pronounced, of the general law deter
mining the absolute minimum' necessary for a privileg!Jwn, would by no 
means be obtained, if the simple majority of votes, among six thousand 
voters in all, had been nllowed to take effect. A person might then be 
ostracized with a very small number of votes against him, and without 
creating any reasonable presumption that he was dangerous to the consti
tution; which. was by no means either the purpose of Klcisthenes, or the 
well-understood operation of the ostracism, so long as it continued to be a 
reality. 
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secret manner, counted unequivocally for the expression of a 
genuine and independent sentiment, and could neither be coerced 
nor bought. Then again, Kleisthenes did not permit the process 
of ostracizing to be opened against any one citizen exclusively. 
If opened at all, every one without exception was exposed to 
the sentence ; so that the friends of Themistokles could not 
invoke it against .Aristeides,' nor those of the latter against the 
former, without exposing their own leader to the same chance of 
exile. It was not likely to be invoked at all, therefore, until 
exasperation bad proceeded so far as to render both parties 
insensible to this chance, - the precise index of that growing 
internecive hostility, which the ostracism prevented from coming 
to a bead. Xor could it even then be ratiffed, unless a case was 
shown to convince the more neutral port.ion of the senate and 
the ekklesia: moreover, after all, the ekklesia did not itself 
ostracize, but a future day was named, and the whole body of 
the citizens were solemnly invited to vote. It was in this way 
that security was taken not only for making the ostracism effect
ual in protecting the constitution, but to hinder it from being 
employed for any other purpose. And we must recollect that it 
exercised its tutelary influence, not merely on those occasions 
when it was actually employed, but by the mere knowledge that 
it might be employed, and by the restraining effect which that 
knowledge produced on the conduct of the great men. Again, 
the ostraciom, though essentially of an exceptional nature, was 
yet an exception sanctified and limited by the constitution itself; 
so that the citizen, in giving his ostracizing vote, did not in any 
way depart from the conRtitution or lose his reverence· for if. 
The issue placed before him - "Is there any man whom you. 
think vitally dangerous to the state? if so, whom?" - though 
vague, was yet raised directly and legally. Ilad there been no 
ostracism, it might probably have been raised both indirectly 
and illegally, on the occasion of some special imputed crime of a 
suspected political leader, when accused before a court of justice, 

1 The practical working of the ostracism presents it as a struggle between 
two contending leaders, accompanied with chance of banishment to both
Perikl<ls 1Cpor: TOV 8ovKvilio7]V elr: uywva 1repl TOV O!ITpUl(OV KaTauTur:, teal 
otaKtvovvcvuar:, heivov µev t~t(3a/,e, KaTiAvue oi: T~V UVTlTEmyµevTJV frat
pcfav (Plutarch, Periklt;s, c. 14; compare Plutarch, Nikias, c. l l ). 
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- a perversion, involdng all the mischief of the ostracism, 
without its protecth·e benefits. 

Care "·as taken to divest the ostracism of all painful conse
quence except what was inseparable from exile; and this is not 
one of the least proofs of the wisdom with which it was devised. 
l\Iost certainly, it never deprived the public of candidates for 
political influence: and when we consider the small amount of 
individual evil which it inflicted, - evil too diminished, in the 
cases of Kimon and Aristeide~, by a reactionary sentiment 
which augmented their subsequent popularity after return,
two remarks will be quite sufficient to offer in the way of justifi
cation. First, it completely produced its intended effect; for 
the democracy grew up from infancy to manhood without a 
single attempt to overthrow it by force, 1 - a result, upon which 
no reflecting contemporary of Kleisthenes could have ventured 
to calculate. Next, through such tranquil working of the 
demo~ratical form~, a constitutional morality quite sufficiently 
complete was produced among the leading Athenians, to enable 
the people after a certain time to dispense with that exceptional 
security which the ostracism offered.2 To the nascent democ

1 It is not necessary in this remark to take notice, either of the oligarchy 
of Four Hundred, or that of Thirty, called the Thirty Tyrants, estalili,;hed 
during the closing years of the r·cloponnesian war. and after the ostracism 
had been discontinued. Neither of these changes were hronght ahout by 
the excessive asccmlcncy of any one or few men : both of them grew out 
of the emharrassments and dangers of Athens in the latter period of her 
great foreign war. 

2 Arbto tie (Polit. iii, 8, 6) seems to recognize the political necessity of 
the ostmcism, as applied even to obvious rnpcriority of wealth, connection, 
etc. (which he distinguishes pointedly from superiority of merit and char
acter), and npon principles of symmetry only, even apart from dangerous 
designs on the pmt of the superior mind. No painter, he ohsen·es, will 
permit a foot, in his piC"tnre of a mun, to be of disproportionate size with 
the entire body, though separately taken it may be finely painted ; nor will 
the chorus-master allow any one voice, however beautiful, to predominate 
beyond a certain proportion over the rest. 

His final conelusion is, however, that the legislator ought, if possiUc, so 
to construct hi,; eonstitution, as to hnvc no need of such exceptional 
remedy; hut, if this cannot be done, then the second-best step is to apply 
the ost1.,ieism. Compare also Y, 2, 5. 

The last century of the free Athenian democmry realized the first of 
these alternatives. 
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racy, it was absolutely indispensable ; to the growing yet mili
tant democracy, it was salutary; but the full-grown democracy 
both could and did stand without it. The ostracism passed upon 
IIyperbolus, about ninety years after Kleisthenes, was_ the last 
occasion of its employment. And even this can hardly be con
sidered as a serious instance : it was a trick concerted between 
two distinguished Athenians (Nikias and Alkibiades ), to turn to 
their own political account a process already coming to be anti
quated. Nor would such a manccuvre have been possible, if _the 
contemporary Athenian citizens had been penetrated with the 
same serious feeling of the value of ostracism as a safeguard of 
democracy, as had been once entertained by their fathers and 
grandfathers. Iletween Kleisthen&s and Hyperbolus, we hear 
of about ten different persons as having been banished by ostra
cism. First of all, Hipparchus of the deme Cholargus, the son 
of Charmus, a relative of the recently-expelled Peisistratid 
despots; 1 then Aristeides, Themistokles, Kimon, and Thucy
dides son of l\feICsias, all of them renowned political leaders; 
also Alkibiades and l\fegakles (the paternal and maternal grand
fathers of the distinguished Alkibiades), and Kallias, belonging 
to another eminent family at Athens; 2 lastly, Damon, the pre
ceptor of Perikles in poetry and music, and eminent for his 
acquisitions in philosophy.3 In this last case comes out the 
vulgar side of humanity, aristocratical as well as democratical; 
for with both, the process of philosophy and the persons of 
philosophers are wont to be alike unpopular. Even Kleisthenes 
himself is said to have been ostracized under his own law, and 
Xanthippus ; but both upon authority too weak to trust.4 l\fil
tiades was not ostracized at all, but tried and punished for mis
conduct in his command. 

I should hardly have said so much about this memorable and 

1 Plutarch, Nikias, c. I I : Harpokration, v. "Irrrrapxor. 
'Lysias cont. Alkibiad. A. c. II, p. 143; IIarpokration, v. 'AAKt{3taoTJr; 

Andokides cont. Alkibiad. c. Il-12, pp. 129, 130: this last oration may 
afford evidence as to the facts mentioned in it, though I cannot imagine it 
to be either genuine or belonging to the time to which it professes to refer, 
as has been observed in a previous note. 

3 Plutarch, Perikl&s, c. 4 ; Plutarch. Aristei<l. c. I. 
4 JE!ian,' V. H. xiii, 24; Herakleidik rr:ept IIo}.ireii:iv, c. I, ed. Kohler. 
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peculiar institution of Kleisthenes, if the erroneous accusations 
against the Athenian democracy, - of envy, injustice, and ill
treatment of their superior men, had not been greatly founded 
upon it, and if such criticisms had not passed from ancient times 
to modern with little examination. In monarchical governments, 
a pretender to the throne, numbering a certain amount of sup
porters, is, as a matter of course, excluded from the country. 
The duke of Bordeaux cannot now re;;idc in France, - nor 
could Napoleon after 1815, -nor Charles Edward in England 
during the last century. Ko man treats this as any extravagant 
injubtice, yet it is the parallel of the ostracism, - \\·ith a stronger 
case in favor of the latter, inasmuch as the change from one 
regal dynasty to another does not of necessity overthrow all the 
collateral institutions and securities of the country. Plutarch 
has affirmed that the ostracism arose from the envy and jealousy 
inherent in a democracy,' and not from justifiable fears, - an 
observation often repeated, yet not the less demonstrably untrue. 
Not merely because ostracism so worked as often to in<1rease the 
influence of that political leader whose rival it removed, - but 
still more, because, if the fact had been a~ Plutarch says, this 
institution would have continued as long as the democracy; 
whereas it finished with the banishment of IIypcrbolus, at a 
period when the government was more decisively dcm0cratical 
than it had been in the time of Kleisthenes. It was, in truth, a 
product altogether of fear and insecurity,2 on the part both of 
the democracy and its best friends, - fear perfectly well
grounded, and only appearing needless because the precau
tions taken prevented attack. So soon as the diffusion of a 
constitutional morality had placed the maes of the citizens 
above all serious fear of an aggressiYe usurper the m:tracism 
was discontinued. And doubtless the feeling, that it might 
safely be dispensed with, must have been strengthened by the 
long ascendency of Perikles, - by the spectacle of the great

1 Plutarch, Themistokles, 22; Plutarch, Aristeides, 7, rrapaµv{Ha <fn%vov 

Kat Kov1'taµo~. See the same opinions repeated by 'Vachsmuth, Hcllen
ische Altertlmmskunde, ch. 48, vol. i, p. 2i2, aml by Platner, l'roiess und 
Klagen bey den Attikern, vol. i, p. 386 . 

• Thucyd. viii, 73, Ota ovvuµt(,)~ Kat U.~iwµaro~ ¢6(3ov. 

VOL. IV, lloc. 
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est sUitesman whom Athens ever produced, acting steadily within 
the limits of the constitution; as well as by the ill-success 
of his two opponents, Kimon and Thucydides, - ai<led by nu
merous pal'tisans an<l by the great comic writers, at a pel'iod when 
comedy was a powe1· in the state such as it has never been 
before or since, - in their attempts to get him ostracized. They 
succeeded in fanning up the ordinary antipathy of the citizens 
towards philosophers, so for as to procure the ostracism of his 
friend and teacher Damun: but Perikles himself, to repeat the 
complaint of liis bitter enemy, the comic poet Kratinus,1 "was 
out of the reach ·of the oyster-shell." If l'erikles was not con
ceived to be <langel'ous to the constitution, uone of his successors 
were at all likely to be so regarded. Dan1un and llyperbolus 
were the two last persons ostracized: both of them were cases, 
and the only cases, of an unequivocal nbuse of the institution, 
because, whatever the grounds of displeasure against them may 
have been, it is impossible to conceive either of them as menac
ing to the state, - whereas all the other known sufferers were 
men of such iio,;ition and power, that the six or eight thousand 
citizens who inscribed each name on the shell, or at least a large 
proportion of them, may well have done so under the most con
scientious belief that they were guarding the constitution against 
real danger. Such a change, in the character of the persons 
ostracized, plainly evinces that the ostracism had become dissev
ered from that genuine patriotic prudence which originally ren
dered it both legitimaLe and popular. It had served for two 
generations an inestimable tutelary purpose, - it lived to be 
twice dishonored, - and then pa~sed, by universal acquiescence, 
into matter of history. 

A process analogous to the ostracism subsisted at Argos,2 at 
Syracuse, and in some other Grecian democracies. Aristotle 
states that it was abused for factious purposes: and at Syracuse, 

1 Kratinus ap. Plutarch, Pc1~kles, 13. 

'O u;rivoKi<j>aAO!: Zevr ooi: 7rpoutp;rerai 


ITeptKAE1/>, r,;ioeiov hri: rov Kpaviou 


'E:tlJV, erreuJ~ TOVaTpaKOV 7rapoi;reral, 


For the attacks of the comic writers upon Damon, see Plutarch, Peri
kles, c. 4. 

1 Aristot. Polit. iii, 8, 4; v, 2, 5. 
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where it was intro<luced after the expulsion of the Gelonian 
dynasty, Diodorus a!firms that it was so unjustly and profusely ap
plic<l, as to deter persons of wealth and station from taking any part 
in public affairs; for which reason it was speedily discontinued. 
'\Ve have no particulars to enable us to appreciate this· general 
statement. But we cannot safely infer that because the ostracism 
worked on the whole well at Athens, it must necessarily have 
worke<l well in other states, - the more so, as we do not know 
whether it was surroundc<l with the same precautionary formalities, 
nor whether it even required the same large minimum of votes to 
make it effective. This latter guarantee, so valuable in regard to 
an institution essentially easy to abuse, is not noticed by Diodo
rus in his brief account of the Pctalism, - so the process was 
denominated at Syracuse.l 

Such was the first Athenian democracy, engendered as well 
by the reaction against Ilippias an<l hi:> dynasty as by the mem
orable partnership, whether spontaneous or compulsory, between 
Kleisthenes an<l the unfranchised multitude. It is to be distin
guished, both from the mitigated oligarchy established by Solon 
before, and from the full-grown and symmetrical democracy which 
prevailed afterwards from the beginning of the Peloponnesian 
war towards the close of the career of Perikles. It was, in<leed, a 
striking revolution, impressed upon the citizen not less by the 
sentiments to which it appealed than by the visible change which 
it made in political and social life. Ile saw himself marshalle<l 
in the ranks of hoplites, alongside of new companions in arms,
he was enrolled in a new register, and his property in a new 
schedule, in his deme and by his demarch, an officer before 
unknown, - he found the year distributed afresh, for all legal 
purposes, into ten parts bearing the name of prytanies, each 
marked by a solemn and free-spoken ekklesia, at which he had a 
right to be present, - that ekklesia was convoked and presided 
by senators called prytanes, members of a senate novel both as 
to number and distribution, - his political duties were now per
formed as member of a tribe, designate<l by a name not before 

1 Diodor. xi, 55-87. This author describes very imperfectly the Athenian 
ostracism, transferring to it apparently the circumstances of the Syraeusan 
Petalism. 
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pronounced in common Attic life, connected with one of ten 
heroes whose statues he now for the first time saw in the agora, 
and associating him with fellow-tribemen from all parts of Attica. 
All these and many others were sensible novelties, felt in the 
daily p~oceedings of the citizen. But the great novelty of all 
was, the authentic recognition of the ten new tribes as a sover
eign demos, or people, apart from all specialties of phratric or 
gentile origin, with free speech and equal law; retaining no dis
tinction except the four classes of the Solonian property-schedule 
with their gradations of elegibility. To a considerable proportion 
of citizens thi" great novelty was still farther endeared by the 
fact that it had raised them out of the degra.ded position of met
ics and slaves; and to the large majority of all the citizens, it 
furnished a splendid political idea, profoundly impressive to the 
Greek mind, - capable of calling forth the most ardent attach
ment as well as the most devoted sense of active obligation and 
obedience. \Ve have now to see how their newly-created patriot

. ism manifested itself. 
Kleisthenes and his new constitution carried with them so 

completely the popular favor, that Isagoras had no other way of 
opposing it except by calling in the interference of Kleomenes and 
the Lacedmmonians. Kleomenes listened the more readily to 
this call, as he was reported to have been on an intimate footing 
with the wife of Isagoras. He prepared to come to Athens; but 
his first aim was to deprive the democracy of its great leader 
Kleisthenes, who, as belonging to the Alkmmonid family, was 
supposed to be tainted with the inherited sin of his great-grand
father Megakles, the destroyer of the usurper KylOn. IGeom
enes sent a herald to Athens, demanding the expulsion "of the 
accursed," - so this family were called by their enemies, and so 
they continued to be called eighty years afterwards, when the 
same manreuvre was practised by the Lacedmmonians of that 
day against Perikles. This requisition had been recommended 
by Isagoras, and was so well-timed that Kleisthenes, not ventur· 
ing to disobey it, retired voluntarily, so that Kleomenes, though 
arriving at Athens only with a small force, found himself master 
of the city. At the instigation of Isagoras, he sent into exile 
seven hundred families, selected from the chief partisans of 
lGeisthenes: his next attempt was to dissolve the new Senate of 
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Five Hundred and place the whole government in the hands of 
three hundred adherents of the chief whose cause he espoused. 
But now was seen the spirit infused into the people by their new 
constitution. At the time of the first usurpation of Peisistratus, 
the Senate of that day had not only not resisted, but even lent them
selves to the scheme. But the new Senate of Kleisthenes resolutely 
refused to submit to dissolution, and the citizens manifested them
selves in a way at once so hostile and so determined, that Kleom
enes and Isagoras were altogether baffled. They were compelled 
to retire into the acropolis and stand upon the defensive; and 
this symptom of weakness was the signal for a general rising of 
the Athenians, who besieged the Spartan king on the holy rock. 
He had evidently come without any expectation of finding, or 
any means of overpowering, resistance; for at the end of two 
days his provisions were exhausted, and he was forced to capitu
late. Ile and his Lacedmmonians, as well as Isagoras, were 
allowed to retire to Sparta; but the Athenians of the party cap
tured along with him were imprisoned, condemned, I and executed 
by the people. 

Kleisthenes, with the seven hundred exiled families, was im
mediately recalled, and his new constitution materially strength
ened by this first success. Yet the prospect of renewed Spartan 
attack was sufficiently serious to induce him to send envoys to 
Artaphernes, the Persian satrap at Sardis, soliciting the admis
sion of Athens into the Persian alliance : he probably feared 
the intrigues of the expelled Ilippias in the same quarter. Arta
phernes, having first informed himself who the Athenians were, 
and where they dwelt,- refilied that, if they chose to send earth 
and water to the king of Persia, they might be received as allies, 
but upon no other condition. Such were the feelings ofalarm unuer 
which the envoys had quitteJ Athens, thiit they went the length 
of promi~ing this unqualifieJ token of submission. But their 
countrymen, on their return, disavowed them with scorn anu 
inclignation.2 

It was at this time that the first connection began between 
Athens and the little Bceotian town of Platrea, situated on the 

1 Herodot. v, 70-72: compare Schol. ad Aristophan. Lysistr. 274. 
'Herodot. v, 73. 
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northern slope of the range of Kithreron, between that mountain 
and the river Asopus, - on the road from Athens to Thebes ; 
and it is upon this first occasion that we become acquainted with 
the Breotians and their polities. In one of my preceding vol
umes,1 the Breotian federation has already been briefly described, 
as composed of some twelve or thirteen autonomous towns under 
the headship of Thebes, which was, or professed to have been, 
their mother-city. Platrea had been, so the Thebans affirmed, 
their latest foundation ;2 it was ill-used by them, and discontented 
with the alliance. Accordingly, as Kleomenes was on his way 
back from Athens, the Platreans wok the opportunity of address
ing themselves to him, craved the protection of Sparta against 
Thebes, and surrendered their town and territory without reserve. 
The Spartan king, having no motive to undertake a trust which 
promised nothing but trouble, advised them to solicit the protec
tion of Athens, as nearer and more accessible for them in case of 
need. Ile foresaw that this would embroil the Athenians with 
Bceotia; and such anticipation was in fact his chief motive for 
giving the advice, which the Platreans followed. Selecting an 
occasion of public sacrifice at Athens, they dispatched thither 
envoys, who sat down as suppliants at the altar, surrendered their 
town to Athens, and implored protection against Thebes. Such 
an appeal was not to be resisted, and protection was promised; it 
was soon needed, for the Thebans invaded the Platman territory, 
and an Athenian force marched to defend it. Battle was about to 
be joined, when the Corinthians interposed with their mediation, 
which was accepted by both parties. They decided altogether 
in favor of Platrea, pronouncing that 'the Thebans bad no right to 
employ force against any seceding member of the Breotian feder
ation.3 lfot the Thebans, finding the decision against them, 
refused to abide by it, and, attacking the Athenians on their re
turn, sustained a complete defeat: the latter avenged this breach 
of faith by joining to Platrea the portion of Theban territory 
south of the Asopus, and making that river the limit between 

1 See vol. ii, p. 295, part ii, ch. 3. • Thucyd. iii, 61. 
3 IIcrodot. vi, 108. lqv G7i,3aiovr Botwrwv rovr µ~ {3ovAoµf:vovr E(" Botwrov(" 

TEAeetv. This is an important circumstance, in regard to Grecian political 
feeling: I shall advert to it hereafter. 
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the two. By such success, however, the Athenians gained 
nothing, except the enmity of l3ceotia, - as Kleomenes had fore
seen. Their alli<tnce with Platma, long continued, and present
ing in the course of this history several incidents touching to 
our sympathies, will be found, if we except one splendid occasion,1 

1 Herodot. vi, 108. Thucydides (iii, 58), when recounting the capture 
of Platrea by the Laccdremonians in the thinl year of the l'cloponncsian 
war, states that the alliance between Platrea ancl Athens was then in its 
93d year of date ; according to which reckoning it would begin in the year 
519 n.c., where l\fr. Clinton and other chronologcrs place it. 

I venture to think that the immediate circumstances, as recounted in the 
text from Herodotus (whether Thucydides conceived them in the same 
way, cannot be determined), which brought about the junction of Platrea 
with Athens, cannot have taken place in 519 n.c., but must have happened 
afte:r the expulsion of Hippias from Athens in 510 n.c.,-for the following 
reasons:

1. No mention is made of Hippias, who yet, if the event had happened 
in 519 n.c., must have been the person to determine whether the Athenians 
should assist Platma or not. The Platrean envoys present themselves at 
a public sacrifice in the attitude of suppliants, so as to touch the feelings 
of the Athenian citizens generally : had IIippias been then despot, he 
woultl have been the person to be propitiated and to determine for or 
against assistance. 

2. "\Ve know no cause which shouhl have brought Klcomcncs with a 
Lacedmmonian force near to Platma in the year 519 n.c. :·we know from 
the statement of Herodotus (v, 76) that no Laccdremonian expedition 
against Attica took place at that time. But in the year to which I havo 
rcferrctl the event, Kleomencs is on his march near the spot upon a known 
and assignable object. :From the very tenor of the narratiYe, it is plain 
that Kleomcnes and his army were not designedly in Breotia, nor meddling 
with Breotian affairs, at the time when the Platmans solicited his aid ; he 
declines to interpose in the matter, pleading the great distance between 
Sparta and Platrea as a reason. 

3. Again, Klcomcncs, in advising the l'latreans to solicit Athens, does 
not give the advice through good-will towards them, but through a desire to 
harass and perplex the Athenians,"by entangling them in a quarrel with the 
Breotians. At the point of time to which I have referred the incident, this 
was a very natural desire : he was angry, and perhaps alarmed, at the 
recent events which had brought about his expulsion from Athens. But 
what was there to make him conceive such a feeling against Athens during 
the reign of Ilippias 1 That despot was on terms of the closest intimacy 
with Sparta: the Peisistratids were ( ~eivovr- ~etvfovr raµU.'Au;ra -Herod. 
v, 63, 90, 91) "the particular guests" of the Spartans, who were only 
inducecl to take part against Hippias from a reluctant obedience to the 
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productive only of burden to the one party, yet insufficient as a 
protection to the other. 

l\Ieanwhile Kleomenei! had returned to Sparta full of resent
ment against the Athenians, and resolved on punishing them, as 
well as on establishing his friend Isagoras as despot over them. 
Having been taught, however, by humiliating experience, that 
this was no easy achievement, he would not make the attempt, 
without having assembled a considerable force ; he summoned 
allies from all the various states of l~eloponnesus, yet without 
venturing to inform them what he was about to undertake. He 
at the same time concerted meµsures with the Bceotians, and 
with the Chalkidians of Eubcca, for a simultaneous invasion of 
Attica on all sides. It appears that he had greater confidence 
in their hostile dispositions towards Athens than in those of the 
Peloponnesians, for he was not afraid to acquaint them with bis 

oracles procured, one after another, by Kleisthenes. The moth·e, therefore, 
assignee! by Herodotus, for the ad vice given by K!comencs to the Plata;ans, 
can have no application to the time when Ilippias was still despot. 

4. That Herodotus did not conceive the victory gained by the Athenians 
over Thebes as having taken place before the expulsion of llippias, is evi
dent from his emphatic c>ontrast between their warlike spirit and success 
when libcmted·from the despots, and their timidity or backwardness while 
under llippias ('Ai'h7vaioi rvpavvevo1uvoi µ'Ev, oMaµwv rwv atpia~ r.epwi
KeovT<JV foav TU 7ro'Mµia aµeivov~. ar.alclcax>Jtvu(' oi: ;vpuvv<Jv, µm<pi/i 
7rpwroi lyivovro · cl1JAoi wv ravra, on Karexoµevoi µ'Ev, Uh'J,oKauov, etc. v, 
78). The man who wrote thus cannot have believed that, in the year 519 
n.c., while Hippias was in full sway, the Athenians gained an .important 
victory over the Thebans, cut off a considerable portion of the Theban 
territory for the purpose of joining it to that of the Platreans, and showed 
from that time forwar<l their constant superiority over Thebes by protecting 
her inferior neighbor against her. 

These different reasons, taking them altogether, appear to me to show 
that the first alliance between Athens and Platoon., as Herodotus conceives 
and describes it, cannot have takcR place before the expubion of Hippias, 
in 510 n.c.; and induce me to bclieYc, either that Thucydides was mistaken 
in the date of that event, or that Herodotus has not correctly described the 
facts. Not seeing any reason to suspect the description given by the latter, 
I have departed, though unwillingly, from the date of Tlrncydiues. 

The application of the Plata;ans to Kleomcncs, ancl his advice grounded 
thereupon, may be connected more suitably with his first expedition to 
Athens, after the expulsion of Ilippias, than with his second. 
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design, - and probably the Bceotians were incensed with the re
cent interference of Athens in the affair of Platrea. As soon as 
these preparations were completed, the two kings of Sparta, 
Kleomenes and Demaratus, put themselves at the head of the 
united Peloponnesian force, marched into Attica, and advanced 
as far as Eleusis on the way to Athens. But when the allies 
came to know the purpose for which they were to be employed, 
a spirit of dissatisfaction manifested itself among them. They 
had no unfriendly sentiment towards Athens; and the Corinthi
ans especially, favorably disposed rather than otherwise towards 
that city, resolved to proceed no farther, withdrew their contin
gent from the camp, and returned home. At the same time, 
king Demaratus, either sharing in the general dissatisfaction, or 
moved by some grudge against his colleague which had not be
fore manifested itself~ renounced the undertaking also. And 
these two examples, operating upon the preexisting sentiment of 
the allies generally, caused the whole camp to break up and re
turn home without striking a blow.I 

We may here remark that this is the first instance known in 
which Sparta appears in act as recognized head of an obligatory 
Peloponnesian allianee,2 summoning contingents from the cities. 
t~ be placed under the command of her king. Her headship, 
previously recognized in theory, passes now into act, but in an 
unsatisfactory manner, so as to prove the necessity of precaution 
and concert beforehand, - which will be found not long wanting. 

Pursuant to the scheme concerted, the Breotians and Chalki
dians attacked Attica at the same time that Kleomenes entered 
it. The former seized CEnoe and Hysire, the frontier demes of 
Attica on the side towards Platrea, while the latter a8~ailed the 
northeastern frontier, which faces Eubcea. Invaded on three 
sides, the Athenians were in serious danger, and were compelled 
to concent~ate all their forces at Eleusis against Kleomenes, 
leaving the Breotians and Chalkidians unopposed. But the un
expected breaking up of the invading army from Peloponnesus 

1 Herodot. v, i5. 

2 Compare Kortum, Zur Geschichte Hellenischer Stuats-Ve1fussungen, 


p. 35 (Heidelberg, 1821 ). 
I doubt, however, his interpretation of the words in Herodotus (v. 63) 

fire loic,i rrro.:\c,i, Eire r511µouic,i :cp11uoµevo1. 
VOL. IV. 8 
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proved their rescue, and enabled them to turn the whole of their 
attention to the other frontier. They marched into Breotia to the 
strait called Euripus, which separates it from Eubrea, intending 
to prevent the junction of the Breotians and Chalkidians, and to 
attack the latter first apart. But the arrival of the Breotians 
caused an alteration in their scheme; they attacked the Breotians 
first, and gained a victory of the most complete character, - kill
ing a large number, and capturing seven hundred prisoners. On 
the very same day they crossed over to Eubrea, attacked the 
Chalkidians, and gained another victory so decisive that it at 
once terminated the war. J\Iany Chalkidians were taken, as well 
as Breotians, and conveyed in chains to Athens, where after a 
certain detention they were at last ransomed for two minre per 
man; and the tenth of the sum thus raised was employed in the 
fabricat~on of a chariot and four horses in bronze, which was 
placed in the acropolis to commemorate the victory. Herodotus 
saw this trophy when he was at Athens. He saw too, what was 
a still more speaking trophy, the actual chains in which the prison
ers had been fettered, exhibiting in their appearance the damage 
undergone when the acropolis was burnt by Xerxes: an in

. scription of four lines described the offerings and recorded the 
victory out of which they had sprung.I 

Another consequence of some moment arose out of this victory. 
The Athenians planted a body of four thousand of their citi
zens as kleruchs (lot-holders) or settlers upon the lands of the 
wealthy Chalkidian oligarchy called the llippobotre, - proprie
tors probably in the fertile plain of Lelantum, between Chalkis 
and Eretria. This is a system which we shall find hereafter ex
tensively followed out by the Athenians in the days of their 
power ; partly with the view of providing for their poorer citi
zens, - partly to serve as garrison among a population either 
hostile or of doubtful fidelity. These Attic kleruchs (I can find 
no other name by which to speak of them) did not lose their 
birthright as Athenian citizens : they were not colonists in the 
Grecian sense, and they are known by a totally different name, 
- but they corresponded very nearly to the colonies formally 
planted out on the conquered lands by Rome. The increase of 

1 Herodot. v, 77 ; 1Elian, V. H. vi, 1 ; Pausan. i, 28, 2. 
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the poorer population was always more or less painfully felt in 
every Grecian city. For though the aggregate population never 
seems to have increased very fast, yet the multiplication of chil
dren in poor families caused the subdivision of the smaller lots 
of land, until at last they became insufficient for a maintenance; 
and the persons thus impoverished found it difficult to obtain 
subsistence in other ways, more especially as the labor for the 
richer classes was so much performed by imported slaves. Doubt
less some families possessed of landed property became extinct; 
but this did not at all benefit the smaller and poorer proprietors; 
for the lands thus rendered vacant passed, not to them, but by 
inheritance, or bequest, or intermarriage, to other proprietors, for 
the most part in easy circumstances, - since one opulent family 
usually intermarried with another. I shall enter more fully at a 
future opportunity into this question, - the great and serious 
problem of population, as it affected the Greek communities gen
erally, and as it was dealt with in theory by the powerfol minds 
of Plato and Aristotle. At present it is sufficient to notice that 
the numerous kleruchies sent out by Athens, of which this to 
Eubcca was the first, arose in a great measure out of the multi
plication of the poorer population, which her extended power 
was employed in providing for. Her subsequent proceedings 
with a view to the same object will not be always found so justi
fiable as this now before us, which grew naturally, according to 
the ideas of the time, out of her success against the Chalkidians. 

The war between Athens, however, and Thebes with her 
Bccotian allies, still continued, to the great and repeated disad
vantage of the latter, until at length the Thebans in despair sent 
to ask advice of the Delphian oracle, and were directed to "so
licit aid from those nearest to them."l " How (they replied) are 
we to obey? Our nearest neighbors, of Tanagra, Koruneia, and 
Thespire, are now, and have been from the beginning, lending us 
all the aid in thefr power." An ingenious Theban, however, 
coming to the relief of his perplexed fellow-citizens, dived into 
the depths of legend and brought up a happy meaning. "Those 
nearest to us (he said) are the inhabitants of ..["Egina: for Thebe 
(the eponym of Thebes) and JEgina (the eponym of that island) 

1 Hcrodot. ,., 80. 
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were both sisters, daughters of Asopus : let us send to crave 
assistance from the JEginetans." If his subtle interpretation 
(founded upon their descent from the same legendary progenitors) 
did not at once convince all who heard it, at least no one had any 
better to suggest; and envoys were at once sent to the JEgine
tans, - who, in reply to a petition founded on legendary claims, 
sent to the help of the Thebans a reinforcement of legendary, but 
venerated, auxiliaries, -the JEakid heroes. ·we are left to sup
pose that their effigies are here meant. It was in vain, however, 
that the glory and the supposed presence of the .2Eakids Tela
mon and Peleus were introduced into the Theban camp. Vic
tory still continued on the side of Athens; and the discouraged 
Thebans again sent to .2Egina, restoring the heroes,' and praying 
for aid of a character more human and positive. Their request 
was granted, and the .1"Eginetans commenced war against Athens 
without even the decent preliminary of a herald and declaration.2 

This remarkable embassy first brings us into acquaintance with 
the Dorians of JEgina, - oligarchical, wealthy, commercial, and 
powerful at sea, even in the earliest days; more analogous to 
Corinth than to any of the other cities called Dorian. The hos

1 In the expression of Herodotus, the JEakid heroes are really sent from 
JEgina, and really sent back by the Thebans (v. 80-81)-01 oi rrifri alrfovrrt 
tmKovpi71v rovi; AlaKioai; rrvµrr{µrrELV l'frarrav, avrii; ol 871[3aiot rriµ1f1avrer. 

rovi; µev AiaK[Oa{ rrifrt U.rre0£oorrav, ri:iv oe U.vopi:iv totovro. 
Compare again v, i5; viii, 64; and Polyb. vii, 9, 2. {}ei:Jv ri:iv rrvrrrparevoµev(,)v. 

Justin gives a nan-ative of an analogous application from the Epizephyrian 
Lokrians to Sparta (xx, 3): "Territi Locrcnses ad Spartanos decurrunt: 
nuxilium supplices deprecantur: illi longinqua militia gravati, auxilium a. 
Castore et Polluce petere eos jubent. Ncque lcgati responsum socire nrbis 
spreverunt; profcctique in proximum tcmplum, facto sacrificio, auxilium 
deorum implorant. Litatis hostiis, obtentoque, ut rebantnr, quad petebant 
haud secus !<£ti quam si deos i]isos secum ai·ecturi essent -pulvinaria iis in navi 
componunt, faustisque profecti ominibus, solatia suis pro auxiliis deportant." 
In comparing the expressions of Herodotus with those of Justin, we see 
that the former believes the direct literal presence and action of the JEakid 
heroes ("the Thebans sent back the heroes, and asked for men"), while the 
latter explains away the divine intervention into a mere fancy and feeling 
on the part of those to whom it is supposed to be accorded. This was the 
tone of those later authors whom Justin followed: compare also Pausan. 
iii, 19, 2. 

2 Herodot. v, 81-82. 
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tility which they now began without provocation against Athens, 
-repressed by Sparta at the critical moment of the battle of 
J\Iarathon,-then again breaking out,-and hushed for a while 
by the common dangers of the Persian invasion under Xerxes, 
was appeased only with the conquest of the island about twenty 
years after that event, and with the expulsion and destruction of 
its inhabitants some years later. There had been indeed, accord
ing to Herodotus,I a feud of great antiquity between Athens and 
1Egina, - of which he gives the account in a singular narrative, 
blending together religion, politics, exposition of ancient customs, 
etc.; but at the time when the Thebans solicited aid from lEgina, 
the latter was at peace with Athens. The lEginetans employed 
their fleet, pmverful for that day, in ravaging Phalerum and the 
maritime demes of Attica ; nor had the Athenians as yet any 
fleet to resist them.2 It is probable that the desired effect was 
produced, of diverting a portion of the Athenian force from 
the war against Bceotia, and thus partially relieving Thebes. 
But the war of Athens against both of them continued for a con
siderable time, though we have no information respecting its 
details. 

Meanwhile the attention of Athens was called off from these 
combined enemies by a more menacing cloud, which threatened 
to burst upon her from the side of Sparta. Kleomenes and his 
countrymen, full of resentment at the late inglorious desertion 
of Eleusis, were yet more incensed by the discovery, which 
appears to 11ave been then recently made, that the injunctions of 
the Delphian priestess for the expulsion of Hippias from Athens 
had been fraudulently procured.a J\Ioreover, Kleomenes, when 
shut up in the acropolis of Athens with Isagoras, had found there 
various prophecies previously treasured up by the Peisistratids, 
many of which foreshadowed events highly disastrous to Sparta. 
And while the recent brilliant manifestations of courage, and 
repeated victories, on the part of Athens, seemed to indicate that 
such prophecies might perhaps be realized, - Sparta had to 
reproach herself, that, from the fool1sh and mischievous conduct 

1 Herodot. v, 83-88. 

2 Herodot. v, 81-89. µeya./i,(,)r; 'A-&11vafovr; fotvfovro. 

3 Herodot. v, 90. 
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of Kleomenes, she had undone the effect of her previous aid 
against the Pcisistratids, and thus lost that return of gratitude 
which the Athenians would otherwise have te$tified. Under 
such impressions, the Spartan authorities took the remarkable 
step of sending for Hippias from his residence at Sigeium to 
Pelopounesus, and of summoning deputies from all their allies to 
meet him at Sparta. · 

The convocation thus summoned deserves notice as the com
mencement of a new era in Grecian politics. The previous 
expedition of Kleomenes against Attica presents to us the first 
known example of Spartan hea.<lship 12assing from theory into 
act: that expedition rni,;carricd because the allies, though willing 
to follow, would not follow blindly, nor be ma•le the instruments 
of executing purposes repugnant to their feelings. Sparta had 
now learned the necessity, in order to insure their hearty con
currence, of letting them know what she contemplated, so as to 
ascertain at least that she had no decided opposition to appre
hend. Here, then, is the third stage in the spontaneous move
ment of Greece towards a systematic conjunction, however 
imperfect, of its many autonomous units. First we have Spar
tan headship suggested in theory, from a concourse uf circum
stances which attract to her the admiration of all Greece, 
power, unrivalled training, undisturbed antiquity, etc.: next, the 
theory passes into act, yet rude and shapeless: lastly, the act 
becomes clothed with formalities, and preceded by discussion and 
determination. The first convocation of the allies at Sparta, for 
the purpose of having a common object submitted to their consid
eration, may well be regarded as an important event in Grecian 
political history. The proceedings at the convocation are no 
less important, as an indication of the way in which the Greeks 
of that day felt and acted, and must be borne in mind as a 
contrast with times hereafter to.be described. 

Ilippias having been presented to the assembled allies, the 
Spartans expressed their sorrow for having dethroned him, 
their resentment and alarm at: the new-born insolence of Athens,1 
already tasted by her immediate neighbors, and menacing to 
every state represented in ihe convocation,-and their anxiety to 

1 llerodot. v, 90, 91. 
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restore Hippias, not less as a reparati'on for past wrong, than as 
a means, through his rule, of keeping Athens low and dependent. 
But the proposition, though emanating from Sparta, was listened 
to by the allies with one common sentiment of repugnance. 
They had no sympathy for Ilippias, - no dislike, still less any 
fear, of Athens, - and a profound detestation of the character 
of a despot. The i;pirit which had animated the armed contin
gents at Eleusis now reappeared among the deputies at Sparta, 
and the Corinthians again took the initiative. Their deputy 
Sosikles protested against the project in the fiercest and most 
indignant ,strain: no language can be stronger than that of the 
long harangue which Herodotus puts into his mouth, wherein the 
bitter recollections prevalent at Corinth respecting Kypselus and 
Periander are poured forth. "Surely, heaven and earth are 
about to change places, - the fish are coming to dwell on dry 
land, and mankind going to inhabit the sea, - when you, Spar
tans, propose to subvert the popular governments, and to set up 
in the cities that wicked and bloody thing called a Despot.l 
First try what it is, for yourselves at Sparta, and then force it 
upon others if you can: you have not tasted its calamities as we 
have, and you take very good care to keep it away from your
selves. 'Ve adjure you, by the common gods of Ilellas, - plant 
not despots in her cities: if you persist in a scheme so wicked, 
know that the Corinthians will not second you." 

This animated appeal was received with a shout of approba
tion and sympathy on the part of the allies. All with one 
accord united with Sosikles in adjuring the Laceda:monians 2 

"not to revolutionize any Hellenic city." No one listened to 
Hippias when he replied, warning the Corinthians that the time 
would come, when they,· more than any one else, would dread 
and abhor the Athenian democracy, and wh;h the Peisistratidm 
back again. He knew well, says Herodotus, that this would be, 
for he was better acquainted with the prophecies than any man. 
But no one then believed him, and he was forced to take his 

1 Hcrodot. v, 92 ....•. rvpavvicia1: l-r; rilr; 7roAt!: rnruyetv 7raparJ1ctvu?;ea..Je, 
rov oiire UVlKWTE(JOV ovviv fort Kar' uv..Jpw7roV<; ovre µtauj>ovwrepov. 

2 Herodot. v, 93. µ~ 7rateetv µ11ci'ev vewrepov 7repZ 7roAtv 'EAAucia. 
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departure back to Sigeium: the Spartans not venturing to 
espouse his cause against the determined sentiment of the allies.I 

That determined sentiment deserves notice, because it marks 
the present period of the Hellenic mind: fifty years later it will 
be found materially altered. Aversion to single-headed rule, 
and bitter recollection of men like Kypselus and Periander, are 
now the chords which thrill in an assembly of Grecian deputies: 
the idea of a revolution, implying thereby a great and compre
hensive change, of which the party using the word disapproves, 
consists in substituting a permanent One in place of those peri
odical magistrates and assemblies which were the common 
attribute of oligarchy and democracy:: the antithesis between 
these last two is as yet in the background, nor does there prevail 
either fear of Athens or hatred of the Athenian democracy. 
But when we turn to the period immediately before the Pelo
ponnesian war, we find the order of precedence between these 
two sentiments reversed. The anti-monarchical feeling has not 
perished, but has been overlaid by other and more recent political 
antipathies, - the antithesis between democracy and oligarchy 
having become, not indeed the only sentiment, but the uppermost 
sentiment, in the minds of Grecian politicians generally, and the 
soul of active party-movement. Moreover, a hatred of the most 
deadly character has grown up against Athens and her democracy, 
especially in the grandsons of those very Corinthians who now 
stand forward as her sympathizing friends. The remarkable 
change of feeling here mentioned is nowhere so strikingly exhib
ited as when we contrast the address of the Corinthian Sosikles, 
just narrated, with the speech of the Corinthian envoys at Sparta, 
immediately antecedent to the Peloponnesian war, as given to us 
in Thucydides.2 It will hereafter be. fully explained by the 
intermediate events, by the growth of Athenian power, and by 
the still more miraculous development of Athenian energy. 

Such development, the fruit of the fresh-planted democracy as 
well as the seed for its sustentation and aggrandizement, con
tinued progressive during the whole period just adverted to. 
But the first unexpected burst of it, under the Kleisthenean 
constitution, and after the expul8ion of Hippias, is described by 

1 Herodot. v, 93-94. 2 Thucydid. i, 68-71, 120-124. 
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Herodotus in terms too emphatic to be omitted. After narrating 
the successive victories of the Athenians over both Bccotians 
and Chalkidians, that historian proceeds : " Thus did the Athe
nians grow in strength. And we· may find proof, not merely in 
this instance but everywhere else, how valuable a thing freedom 
is: since even the Athenians, while under a despot, were not 
supel"ior in war to any of their surrounding neighbors, but, so 
soon as they got rid of their despots, became by far the first of 
all. These things show that while kept down by one man, they 
were slack and timid, like men working for a master; but when 
they were liberated, every single man became cager in exertipns 
for his own ·benefit." The same comparison reappears a short 
time afterwards, where he tells us, that "the Athenians when 
free, felt themselves a match for Sparta; but while kept down 
by any man under a despotism, were feeble and apt for sub
mission." I 

Stronger expressions cannot be found to depict the rapid 
improvement wrought in the Athenian people by their new 
democracy. Of course this did not arise merely from suspension 
of previous cruelties, or better laws, or better administration. 
These, indeed, were essential conditions, but the active trans
forming cause here was, the principle and system of which such 
amendments formed the detail: the grand and new idea of the 
sovereign People, composed of free and equal citizens, - or 
liberty and equality, to use words which so profoundly moved 
the French nation half a century ago. It was this comprehen
sive political idea which acted with electric effect upon the 
Athenians, creating within them a host of sentiments, motives, 
sympathies, and capacities, to which they had before been stran
gers. Democracy in Grecian antiquity possessed the privilege, 

l Herodot. v, 78-91. 'A{}Tjvaiot µtv vvv fiv;TJVTO" OlJAOi oi: ob Kar' ev 
µ6vov UAAa 1ravraxii. ii laTJyopiTJ .,, fort xpiiµa <11rOVOaiov, el Kat ,A &Tjvalot 
rvpavvevoµevot µEV, ovoaµwv TWV atj>fo(' 1rEptotKEOVTt.JV foav Ta 1rOt.iµta uµet• 
vovr, airaAAax&ivrer OE rvpavvt.JV, µaKpiiJ 1rpwrot lyivovro. OlJAOi WV raiira, 
OTt Kare;i:6µevot µEv, t&eAOKUKEOV, wr Oe<11l"OT1) lpyat;6µevot, lAev{}ept.JMVTt.JV 
&, avror {Kaarbr et.JvTi;J 1rpo{}vµfrTo Karepya(ea{}at. 

(c. 91.) Oi AalCEOatµ6vtot-VOfiJ Aa(36vrer, wr eAev{}epov µEV luv TO ytvor 
TO 'ArrtKOV, lr;oppoirov ri;J tt.Jvrwv av yivotro, Karex,6µevov OE viro TOV rvpav
viot, tia{}evEr Kat 1rei{}apx€ea{}at troiµov. 

VOL. IV. 8* 12oc. 
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not only of kindling an earnest and unanimous attachment to 
the constitution in the bosoms of the citizens, but also of creating 
an energy of public and private action, such as could never be 
obtained under an oligarchy, where the utmost that could be 
hoped for was a passive acquie~.cence and obedience. l\lr. Burke 
has remarked that the mass of the people are generally very 
indifferent about theories of government; but such indifference 
-although improvements in the practical working of all govern
ments tend to foster it- is hardly to be expected among any 
people who exhibit decided mental activity and ~pirit on other 
matters ; and the reverse was unquestionably true, in the year 
500 B.c., among the communities of anCient Greece. Theories 
of government were there anything but a dead letter: they were 
connected with emotions of the strongest as well as of the most 
opposite character. The theory of a permanent ruling One, for 
example, was universally odious : that of a ruling Few, though 
acquiesced in, was never positively attractive, unless either 
where it was associated with the maintenance of peculiar educa
tion and habits, as at Sparta,·or where it presented itself as the 
only antithesis to democracy, the latter having by peculiar cir
cumstances become an object of terror. Ilut the theory of 
democracy was preeminently seductive; creating in the mass 
of the citizens an intense positive attachment, and disposing them 
to voluntary action and suffering on its behalf, such as no coer
cion on the part of other governments could extort. Herodotus,1 
in his comparison of the three sorts of government, puts in the 
front rank of the advantages of democracy," its most splendid 
name and promise,'' - its power of enlisting the hearts of the 
citizens in support of their constitution, and of providing for all 
a common bond of union and fraternity. This is what even 
democracy did not always do: but it was what no other govern
ment in Greece could do: a reason alone sufficient to stamp it as 

Herodot. iii, 80. ITl.ijitor cle apxov, rrpi:Jra' µ£v, ovvoµa 'll'UVT<.lV 

i<aA.A.turov lxei, luovoµi11v· aevrepa cle, rovr(jv ri:Jv oµovapxo~, rrotiet 
ovcltv • rraA.c,i µi:v 1:px1I.~ upxei, vrrevitvvov cle U.pxiiv lxei, {3ovlcevµara oe 
rravra f~ TO KOlVOV avaip{pa. 

The democratical speaker at Syracuse, Athenagoms, also puts this name 
and promise in the first rank of advantages-(Thucyd. vi, 39 )-fyw 0€ 
<fi'lµt, 'T!'pi:Jra µev, 01/µov ~fiµrrav ilvo1iauitat, bA.tyapxiav cle, µfipor, etc. 

I 
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the best government, and presenting the greatest cliance of 
beneficent results, for a Grecian _community. Among the Athe 
nian citizens, certainly, it produced a strength and unanimity of 
positive political sentiment, such as has rarely been seen in the 
history of mankind, which excites our surprise and admiration 
the more when we compare it with the apathy which had pre
ceded, - and which is even implied as the natural state of the 
public mind in Solon's famous proclamation against neutrality in 
a sedition.I Because democracy happens to be unpalatable to 
most modern readers, they have been accustomed to look upon 
the sentiment here described only in its least honorable manifes
tations, - in the caricatures of Aristophanes, or in the empty 
common-places of rhetorical declaimers. But it is not in this 
way that the force, the earnestness, or the binding value, of 
democratical sentiment at Athens is to be measured. 'Ve must 
listen to it as it comes from the lips of Perikles,2 while he is 
strenuously enforcing upon the people those active duties for 
which it both implanted the stimulus and supplied the courage; 
or from the oligarchical Nikias in the harbor of Syracuse, when 
he is endeavoring to revive the courage of his despairing troops 
for one last death-struggle, and when he appeals to their demo
cratical patriotism as to the only flame yet alive and burning 
even in that moment of agony.3 From the time of Kleisthenes 
downward, the creation of this new mighty impul~e makes an 
entire revolution in the Athenian character. And if the change 
still stood out in so prominent a manner before the eyes of 
Herodotus, much more must it have been felt by the contempo
raries among whom it occurred. 

The attachment of an Athenian citizen to his democratical 
constitution comprised two distinct veins of' sentiment: first, his 
rights, protection, and advantages derived from it, - next, his 
obligations o~ exertion and sacrifice towards it and with reference 

1 See the prccecling chapter xi, of this History, voL iii, p. 145, respecting 
the Solonian declaration here adverted to. 

• See the two speeches of Perik!Gs in Thncyd. ii, 35-46, and ii, 60-64. 
Compare the reflections of Thucyclidcs upon the two democracies of Athens 
and Syracuse, vi, 69 and vii, 21-55. 

Thucyd. vii, 69. Ila;pivor 'Te rijr lAev1JepwruT1Jr v1ro1uµvii<fK(,)V Kat ri/r 

lv av;fi uve7rtTUKTOV 7rU<flV i~ T~V VlalTaV l:~OVIJla>, etc. 

3 
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to it. Neither of these two veins of sentiment was ever wholly 
absent; but according as the one or the other was present at 
different times in varying proportions, the patriotism of the 
citizen was a very different feeling. That which Herodotus 
remarks is, the extraordinary efforts of heart and hand which 
the Athenians suddenly displayed, -the efficacy of the active 
sentiment througoout the bulk of the citizens; and we shall 
observe even more memorable evidences of the same phenome
non in tracing down the history from Kleisthenes to the end of 
the Peloponnesian war: we shall trace a series of events and 
motives eminently calculated to stimulate that self-imposed labor 
and discipline which the early democracy had first called forth. 
But when we advance farther down, from the restoration of the 
democracy after the Thirty Tyrants to the time of Demosthenes, 
- I venture upon this brief anticipation, in the conviction that 
one period of Grecian history can only be thoroughly understood ' 
by contrasting it with another, - we shall find a sensible change 
in Athenian patriotism. The active sentiment of obligation is 
comparatively inoperative, - the citizen, it is true, has a keen 
sense of the value of the democracy as protecting him a~d 
insuring to him valuable rights, and he is, moreover, willing to 
perform his ordinary sphere of legal duties towards it; but he 
looks upon it as a thing established, and capable of maintaining 
itself in a due measure of foreign ascendency, without any such 
personal efforts as those which his forefathers cheerfully imposed 
upon themselves. The orations of Demosthenes contain melan
choly proofs of such altered tone of patriotism, - of that lan
guor, paralysis, and waiting for others to act, which preceded the 
catastrophe of Ch::eroneia, notwithstanding an unabated attach
ment to the democracy as a source of protection and good govern
ment.I That same preternatural activity which the allies of 
Sparta, at the beginning of the Peloponnesian war, both de
nounced and admired in the Athenians, is noted by the orator as 
now belonging to their enemy Philip. 

1 Compare the remarkable speech of the Corinthirn envoys at Sparta 
(Thucyd. i, 68-71), with the ¢1?.orrpayµMi.Jv11 which Demosthenes so em
phatically notices in Philip (Olynthiac. i, 6, p. 13): also Philippic. i, 2, and 
the Philippics and Olynthiacs generally. 
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Such variations in the scale of national energy pervade his
tory, modern as well as ancient, but in regard to Grecian history, 
especially, they can never be overlooked. For a certain meas
ure, not only of positive political attachment, but also of active 
self-devotion, military readiness, and personal effort., was the 
indispensable condition of maintaining Hellenic autonomy, either 
in Athens or elsewhere; and became so more than ever when 
the 1\Iacedonians were once organized under an enterprising and 
semi-Hellenized prince. The democracy was the first creative 
cause of that astonishing personal and many-sided energy which 
m:i,rked the Athenian character, for a century downward from 
Kleisthenes. That the same ultra-Hellenic activity did not 
longer continue, is referable to other causes, which will be here
after in part explained. No system of government, even sup
posing it to be very much better and more faultless than the 
Athenian democracy, can ever pretend to accomplish its legiti
mate end apart from the personal character of the people, or to 
supersede the necessity of individual virtue and vigor. During 
the half-century immediately preceding the batt.le of Chreroneia, 
the Athenians had lost that remarkable energy which distin
guished them during the first century of their democracy, and 
had fallen much more nearly to a level with the other Greeks, 
in common with whom they were obliged to yield to the pres
sure of a foreign enemy. I here briefly notice their last period 
of languor, in contrast with the first burst of democratical fervor 
under Kleisthcnes, now opening, - a feeling which will be found, 
as we proceed, to continue for a longer period than could have 
been reasonably anticipated, but which was too high-strung to 
become a perpetual and inherent attribut.e of any community. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

RISE OF THE PERSIAN EMPIRE.-CYRUS. 

IN the preceding chapter, I have followed the history of Cen
tral Greece very nearly down to the point at which the history 
of the Asiatic Greeks becomes blended with it., and after which 
the two streams begin to flow to a great degree in the same 
channel. I now revert to the affairs of the Asiatic Greeks, and 
of the Asiatic kings as connected with them, at the point in 
which they were left in my seventeenth chapter. 

The concluding facts recounted in that chapter were of sad 
and serious moment to the Hellenic world. The Ionic and 
...iEolic Greeks on the Asiatic coast had been conquered and 
made tributary by the Lydian king Crresus: "down to that 
time (says Herodotus) all Greeks had been free." Their con
queror Crresus, who ascended the throne in 560 B.c., appeared 
to be at the summit of human prosperity and power in his unas
sailable capital, and with his countless treasures at Sardis. His 
dominions comprised nearly the whole of Asia :Minor, as far as 
the river IIalys to the east; on the other side of that river be
gan the l\Iedian monarchy under his brother-in-law Astyages, 
extending eastward to some boundary which we cannot define, 
but comprising in a southeastern direction Persis proper, or 
Farsistan, and separated from the Kissians and Assyrians on 
the west by the line of l\Iount Zagros - the present boundary
line between Persia and Turkey. Babylonia, with its won
drous city, between the Euphrates and the Tigris, was occupied 
by the Assyrians, or Chaldmans, under their king Labynetus : a 
territory populous and fertile, partly by nature, partly by prod
igies of labor, to a degree which makes us mistrust even an 
honest eye-witness who describes it afterwards in its decline, 
but which was then in its most flourishing condition. The 
Chaldrean dominion under Labynetus reached to the borders of 
Egypt, including, as dependent territories, both Judrea and Phe
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mc1a : in Egypt, reigned the native king Amasis, powerful and 
affluent, sustained in his throne by a large body of Grecian mer
cenaries, and himself favorably disposed to Grecian commerce 
and settlement. Both with Labynetus and wit!1 Amasis, Crresus 
was on terms of alliance; and as Astyages was his brother-in
law, the four kings might well be deemed out of the reach of 
calamity. Yet within the space of thirty years or a little more, 
the whole of their territories had become embodied in one vast 
empire, under the son of an adventurer as yet not known even 
by name. 

The rise and fall of Oriental dynasties has been in all times 
distinguished by the same general features. A brave and adven
turous prince, at the l1ead of a population at once poor, warlike, 
and greedy, acquires dominion,-while his successors, abandon
ing themselves to sensuality and sloth, probably also to oppres
sive and irascible dispositions, become in process of time victims 
to those same qualities in a stranger which had enabled their 
own father to seize the throne. Cyrus, the great founder of the 
Persian empire, first the subject and afterwards the dethroner 
of the Median Astyages, corresponds to this general description, 
as far at least as we can pretend to know his history. For in 
truth, even the conquests of Cyrus, after he became ruler of 
Media, are very imperfectly known, whilst the facts which pre
ceded his rise up to that sovereignty cannot be said to be known 
at all: we have to choose between different accounts at variance 
with each other, and of which the most complete and detailed is 
stamped with all the character of romance. The Cyrop::edia of 
Xenophon is memorable and interesting, considered with refer
ence to the Greek mind, and as a philosophical novel : I that it 
should have been quoted so largely as authority on matters of 
history, is only one proof among many how easily authors have 
been satisfied as to the essentials of historical evidence. The 
narrative given by Herodotus of the relations .between Cyrus 
and Astyages, agreeing with Xenophon in little more than the 
fact that it makes Cyrus son of Kambyses and l\fandane, and 

1 Among the lost productions of Antisthenes, the contemporary of Xeno
phon and Plitto, and emanating like them from the tuition of Sokrates, was 

·one, Kvpof, i) rrept Ba<rtA.eiaf (Diogenes Lacrt. v·i, 15). 
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grandson of Astyages, goes even beyond the story of Romulus 
and Remus in respect to tragical incident and contrast. Astya
ges, alarmed by a dream, condemns the new-born infant of his 
daughter 1\Iandane to be exposed: Harpagus, to whom the order 
is given, delivers the child to one of the royal herdsmen, who 
exposes it in the mountains, where it is miraculously suckled by 
a bitch.1 Thus preserved, and afterwards brought up as the 
herdsman's child, Cyrus manifests great superiority both physi
cal and mental, is chosen king in play by the boys of the village, 
and in this capacity severely chastises the son of one of the 
courtiers; for which offence he is carried before Astyages, who 
recognizes him for his grandson, but is assured by the 1\Iagi that 
his dream is out, and that he has no farther danger to apprehend 
from the boy, - and therefore permits him to live. "'With Har
pagus, however, Astyages is extremely incensed, for not having 
executed his orders : he causes the son of Harpagus to be slain, 
and served up to be eaten by his unconscious father at a regal 
banquet. The father, apprized afterwards of the fact, dissembles 
his feelings, but conceives a deadly vengeance against Astyages 
for this Thyestean meal. He persuades Cyrus, who has been 
sent back to his father and mother in Persia, to head a revolt 

1 That this was the real story-a close parallel of Romulus and Remus 
-we may sec by Herodotus, i, 122. Some ratioualizing Greeks or Per
sians transformed it into a more plausible tale, -that the herdsman's wife 
who suckled the boy Cyrus was named Kvvw (Kvwv is a dog, male or 
female) ; contending that this latter was the real basis of fact, and that the 
intenention of the bitch was nu exaggeration built upon the name of the 
woman, in order thnt the divine protection shown to Cyrus might be still 
more manifest,- ol Of: TOKte> Traµa'Aa{36vn> Til ovvoµa Tovro (Zv a -& et o Ti
P"'> ooKiy Toiut IIipuyut Trtpteivai urpt o Trai>),KaTiflal.ov rpa-riv 
.,, t'KKriµevov Kvpov KVCJV t~i.Jpe1pe. l:v.Jevuv µi;v ~ ¢&Ti> avT~ "EX"'P~Kee.. 

In the first Yolume of this History, I have noticed various transforma
tions operated by l'al::ephatus and others upon the Greek mythes,-the 
ram which carrier! Phryxus and Helle across the Hellespont is represented 
to us as having been in reality a man named Kri11s, who aided their flight,
the winged horse which carried Bcllerophon was a ship rw.med Pegasus, etc. 

This same operation has here been performed upon the story of the suck
ling of Cyrus; for we shall run little risk in affirming that the miraculous 
story is the older or the two. The feelings which welcome a miraculous 
story nre early nnd primitive; those which break down the miracle into a 
commonplace fact nre of subsequent growth. 

http:Trai>),KaTiflal.ov
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of the Persians against the l\Iedes ; whilst Astyages - to fill up 
the Grecian conception of madness as a precursor to ruin 
sends an army against the revolters, commanded by Harpagus 
himself. Of course the army is defeated, - Astyages, after a 
vain resistance, is dethroned, - Cyrus becomes king in his place, 
- and Harpagus repays the outrage which he has undergone 
by the bitterest insults. 

Such are the heads of a beautiful narrative which is given at 
some length in Herodotus. It will probably appear to the reader 
sufficiently romantic, though the historian intimates that he had 
heard three other narratives different from it, and that all were 
more full of marvels, as well as in wider circulation, than his 
own, which he had borrowed from some unusually sober-minded 
Persian informants.I In what points the other three stories 
departed from it, we do not hear. 

To the historian of I-Ialikarnassus, we have to oppose the 
physician of the neighboring town Knidus, - Ktesias, who con
tradicted Herodotus, not without strong terms of censure, on 
many points, and especially upon that which is the very founda
tion of the early narrative respecting Cyrus; for he affirmed 
that Cyrus was noway related to Astyages.2 However indig
nant we may be with Ktesias, for the disparaging epithets which 
he presumed to apply to an historian whose work is to us ines
timable, - we must nevertheless admit that as surgeon, in actual 
attendance on king Artaxerxes l\Inemon, and healer of the 

1 He~odot. i, 95. ·n~ wv IIepcriwv µeul;frcpot Atyovcrw, ol µ~ {3ov
A 6 µEv 0 L Cf E µ v 0 ii v TU 7rtp1 K iipov, UAAU TOV eovTa A.eyflv 7.6yov, Kant. TaVTa 
ypul/Jw. t'TrlCfT<tµevo~ 7rtpt Kvpov Kat Tpl"' a Cf La~ uA A a r A.oywv ooovr 
rpqvat. His informants were thus select persons, who differed from the 
Persians generally. 

The long narrative respecting the infancy and growth of Cyrus is con
tained in Herodot. i, 107-129. 

2 See the Extracts from the lost Persian History of Ktesias, in Photius 
Cod. lxxii, also appended to Schweighaiiser's edition of Herodotus, vol. iv, 
p. 345. if>71crl oi: (Ktesias) avrov rGiv 'TrAtLOVWV a [crropei avro'TrTT/V yevoµevov, 
1; 'trap' avri:Jv IIepcri:Jv (lv&a TO opij.v µl/ tvqwpEl) avT~KOOV Karacrruvra, 
oiiTwr r~v lcrroplav crvyyp&l/JaL. 

To the discrepancies between Xenophon, Herodotus, and Ktesias, on the 
subject of Cyrus, is to be added the statement of JEschylus (Persre, i47), 
the oldest authority of them all, and that of the Armenian historians: see 
Bahr ad Ktesiam, p. 85 : comp. Biihr's comments on the discrepancies, p. 87. 
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wound inflicted on that prince at Kunaxa by his brother Cyrus 
tl1e younger,' he had better opportunities even than Herodotus 
of conversing with sober-minded Persians ; and that the discrep
ancies between the two statements are to be taken as a proof of 
the prevalence of discordant, yet equally accredited, stories. 
Herodotus himself was in fact compelled to choose one out of 
four. So rare and late a plant is historical authenticity. 

That Cyrus wa.~ the first Persian conqueror, and that the 
space which he overran covered no less than fifty degrees of 
longitude, from the coast of Asia l\Iinor to the Oxus and the 
Indus, are facts quite indisputable; but of the steps by which 
this was achieved, we know very little. The native Persians, 
whom lie conducted to an empire so immense, were an aggregate 
of seven agricultural and four nomadic tribes, - all of them 
rude, hardy, and brave,2- dwelling in a mountainous region, 
clothed in skins, ignorant of )\·ine or fruit, or any of the com
monest luxuries of life, and despising the very idea of purchase 
or sale. Their tribes were very unequal in point of dignity, 
probably also in respect to numbers and powers, among one 
another: first in estimation among them stood the Pasargadre ; 
and the first phratry, or clan, among the Pasargadm were the 
Achremenidm, to whom Cyrus himself belonged. ·whether his 
relationship to the l\Iedian king whom he dethroned was a mat
ter of fact, or a politic fiction, we cannot well determine. But 
Xenophon, in noticing the spacious deserted cities, Larissa and 
J\Iespila,3 which he saw in his march with the Ten Thousand 

1 Xenophon, Anabu~. i, 8, 26. 

2 Herodot. i, il-153; Arrian, v, 4; Strabo, xv, p. i27; Plato, Legg. iii, 


p. 695. 
3 Xenophon, Anabas. iii, 3, 6; iii, 4, 7-12. Strabo had read accounts 

which represented the last battle between Astyages and Cyrus to have been 
fought near l'asargadre (xv, p. 730). 

It has been rcnderetl probable by Ritter, however, that the ruined city 
which Xenophon called 1\Icspila was the ancient Assyrian Nineveh, and 
the other dese11ed city which Xenophon calls Larissa. situated as it was on 
the Tigris, must have been originally Assyrian, and not Median. See 
about Nineveh, above, - the Chapter on the Babylonians, vol. iii, ch. xix, 
p. 305, note. 

The land east of the Tigris, in which Nineveh and ArbC!a were situated, 
seems to have been called Aturia, -a dialectic variation of Assyria (Strabo, 
xvi, p. 737; Dio Cass. hviii, 28). 
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Greeks on the eastern side of the Tigris, gives us to understand 
that the conquest of l\Iedia by the Persians was reported to him 
as having been an obstinate and protracted struggle. However 
this may be, the preponderance of the Persians was at last com
plete : though the l\Iedes always continued to be the second 
nation in the empire, after the Persians, properly so called; and 
by early Greek writers the great enemy in the East is often 
called " the l\Iede,1 " as well as " the Persian." Ekbatana 
always continued to be one of the capital cities, and the usual 
summer residence, of the kings of Persia; Susa on the Choaspes, 
on the Kissian plain farther southward, and east of the Tigris, 
being their winter abode. 

The vast space of country comprised between the Indus on the 
east, the Oxus and Caspian sea to the north, the Persian gulf and 
Indian ocean to the south, and the line of l\Ionnt Zagros to the 
west, appears to have been occupied in these times by a great 
tariety of different tribes and people, but all or most of them 
belonging to the religion of Zoroaster, and speaking dialects of 
the Zend language.2 It was known amongst its inhabitants by 
the common name of Iran, or Aria: it is, in its central parts at 
least, a high, cold plateau, totally destitute of wood and scantily 
supplied with water; much of it, indeed, is a salt and sandy 
desert, unsusccptible of culture. Parts of it are eminently fer
tile, where water can be procured and irrigation applied; and 
scattered masses of tolerably dense population thus grew up. 
But continuity of cultivation is not practicable, and in ancient 
times, as at present, a large proportion of the population of Iran 
seems to have consisted of wandering or nomadic tribes, with 
their tents and cattle. The rich pastures, and the freshness of 
the summer climate, in the region of mountain and valley near 
Ekbatana, are extolled by modern travellers, just as they attracted 
the Great King in ancient times, during the hot months. The 

1 Xenophane~, Fragm. p. 39, ap. Schneidewin, Delcctus Poett. Elegiac. 
Grroc.

IT~A.ucor "fiati' Oti' oMijoo1: u<j>[1uro ; 

compare Theognis, v, 775, and Herodot. i, 163. 
2 Strabo, xv, p. 724. 6µoyA.(,)rrot 7rap\l µtKpov. See Heeren, Ueber den 

Verkehr der Alten ·welt, part i, book i, pp. 320-340," and Ritter, Erdkuncle, 
West Asien, b. iii, Abtheil. ii, sects. 1and2, pp. 17-84. 
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more southerly province called Persis proper (Farsistan) consists 
also in part of mountain land interspersed with valley and plain, 
abundantly watered, and ample in pasture, sloping gradually 
down to low grounds on the sea-coast which m·e hot and dry. 
The care bestowed, both by J\Iedes and Persians, on the breed
ing of their horses, was remarkable.I There were doubtless 
material differences between different parts of the population 
of this va~t plateau of Iran. Yet it seems that, along with their 
common language and religion, they had also something of a 
common character, which contrasted with the Indian population 
ea~t of the Indus, the A$~yrians west of J\Iount Zagros, and the 
JHassagetm and other Nomads of the Ca,:pian and the sea of Aral, 
- less brutish, restless, and bloodthirsty, than the latter, - more 
fierce, contemptuous, and extortionate, and less capable of sus
tained industry, than the two former. There can be little doubt, 
at the time of which we are now .~peaking, when the wealth and 
cultivation of Assyria were at their maximum, that Iran also 
was far better peopled than ever it has been since European ob
servers have been able to survey it; especially the northeastern 
portion, Baktria and Sogdiana: so that the invasions of the no
mads from Turkestan and Tartary, which have been so destruc
tive at various intervals since the :Mohammedan conquest, were 
before that period snccessfully kept back. 

The general analogy among the population of Iran probably 
enabled the Persian conqneror with comparative ease to extend 
his empire to the east, after the conquest of Ekbatana, and to 
become the full heir of the J\Iedian kings. And if we may 
believe Ktesias, even the distant province of Baktria had been 
before snbject to those kings: it at first resisted Cyrus, but find
ing that he had become son-in-law of Astyages as well as master 
of his person, it speedily acknowledged his authority.5 

According to the representation of Herodotus, the war between 
Cyrus and Crresus of Lydia began shortly after the capture 
of Astyages, and before the conquest of Baktria.3 Crmsus was 

• 1 Ahont the province of Persis, see Strnbo, xv, p. 727; Diodor. xix, 21 ; 
Quintus Cnrtius, v, 13, 14, pp. 432-434, with the valuable explanatory notes 
of Miitzell (Berlin, 1841). Compare, also, J\forier's Second Journey in 
Persia, pp. 49-120, and Ritter, Erdkunde, West Asien, pp. 712-738. 

1 Ktesias, Persica, c. 2. 3 Hcrodot. i, 1113. 
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the assailant, wishing to avenge his brother-in-law, to arrest the 
growth of the Persian conqueror, and to increase his own domin
ions : his more prudent councillors in vain represented to him 
that he had little to gain, and much to lose, by war with a nation 
alike hardy and poor. He is represented, as just at that time 
recovering from the afiliction arising out of the death of his son. 
To ask advice of the oi;acle, before he took any final decision, 
wa.s a step which no pious king would omit ; but in the present 
perilous question, Crresus did more, - he took a precaution so 
extreme, that, if his piety had not been placed beyond all doubt 
by his extraordinary munificence to the temples, he might have 
drawn upon himself the suspicion of a guilty skepticism.I Be
fore he would send to ask advice respecting the project itself, he 
resolved to test the credit. of some of the chief surrounding 
oracles, - Delphi, Dodona, Branchidm near l\Iiletus, Amphiaraus 
at Thebes, Trophonius at Lebadeia, and Ammon in Libya. His 
envoys started from Sardis on the same day, and were all directed 
on the hundredth day afterwards to ask at the respective oracles 
how Crresus was at that precise moment employed. Thi;; was a 
severe trial: of the manner in which it was met by four out of 
the six oracles consulted, we have no information, and it rather 
appears that their answers were unsatisfactory. But Amphiaraus 
maintained his credit undiminished, and Apollo at Delphi, more 

·omniscient than Apollo at Ilranchi<lm, solved the question with 
such unerring precision, as to afford a strong additional argument 
against persons who might be disposed to scoff at divination. No 
sooner had the envoys put the question to the Delphian priestess, 
on the day named, "'Vhat is Crresus now doing?" than she ex
claimed, in the accustomed hexameter verse,2 "I know the num
ber of grains of sand, and the measures of the sea; I understand 
the dumb, and I hear the man who speaks not. The smell 
reaches me of a hard-skinned tortoise boiled in a copper with 
lamb's flesh, - copper above and copper below." Crresus was 

1 That this point of view should not be noticed in Herodotus, may 
appear singular, when ~ve read his.story (vi, 86) about the Milcsian Glau~ 
kus, and the judgment that overtook him for having tested the oracle; but 
it is put fonvard by Xenophon as constituting part of the guilt of Crresus 
(Cyropred. vii, 2, 17). 

1 Herodot. i, 47-50. 
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awestruck on receiving this reply. It described with the utmost 
detail that which he had been really doing, insomuch that he 
accounted the Delphian oracle and that of Amphiaraus the only 
trustworthy oracles on earth, - following up these feelings with 
a holocaust of the most munificent character, in order to win the 
favor of the Delphian god. Three thousand cattle were offered 
up, and upon a vast sacrificial pile wer~ placed the most splendid 
purple robes and tunics, together with couches and censers of 
gold and silver: besides which he sent to Delphi itself the rich
est presents in gold and silver, - ingots, statues, bowls, jugs, etc., 
the size and weight of which we read with astonishment; the 
more so as Herodotus himself saw them a century afterwards at 
Delphi.I Nor was Crccsus altogether unmindful of Amphiaraus, 
whose answer had been creditable, though less triumphant than 
that of the Pythian priestess. He sent to Amphiaraus a spear 
and shield of pure gold, which were afterwards seen at Thebes 
by Herodotus: this large donative may help the reader to 
conceive the immensity of those which he sent to Delphi. 

The envoys who conveyed these gifts were instructed to ask, 
at the same time, whether Crccsus should undertake an expe
dition against the Persians, - and, if so, whether he should 
prevail on any allies to assist him. In regard to the second ques
tion, the answer both of Apollo and Amphiaraus was decisive, 
recommending him to invite the alliance of the most powerful 
Greeks. In regard to the first and most momentous question, 
their answer was as remarkable for circumspection as it had been 
before for detective sagacity: they told Crccsus that, if he in
vaded the Persians, he would subvert a mighty monarchy. The 
blindness of Crccsus interpreted this declaration into an unquali
fied promise of success. Ile sent farther presents to the oracle, 
and again inquired whether his kingdom would be durable. 
"When a mule shall become king of the :r.Iedes (replied the 
priestess), then must thou run away, - be not ashamed."2 

1.Iore assured than ever by such an answer, Crcesus sent to 
Sparta, under the kings Anaxandrides and Aristo, to tender 
presents and solicit their alliance.a His propositions were fa

1 Herodot. i, 52-54. 1 Herodot. i, 55. 
3 Herodot. i, 67-70. 
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vorably entertained, - the more so, as he had before gratuitously 
furnished some gold to the Lacedrnmonians, for a statue to Apollo. 
The alliance now formed was altogether general, - no express 
effort being as yet demanded from them, though it soon came to 
be. But the incident is to be noted, as marking the first plunge 
of the leading Grecian state into Asiatic politics ; and that too 
without any of the generous Hellenic sympathy which afterwards 
induced Athens to send her citizens across the .lEgean. Crresus 
was the master and tribute-exactor of the Asiatic Greeks, and 
their contingents seem to have formed part of his army for the 
expedition now contemplated; which army consisted principally, 
not of native Lydians, but of foreigners. 

The river Halys formed the boundary at this time between 
the Median and Lydian empires : and Crresus, marching across 
that river into the territory of the Syrians or Assyrians of Kap
padokia, took the city of Pteria ·and many of its surrounding 
dependencies, inflicting damage and destruction upon these dis
tant subjects of Ekbatana. Cyrus lost no time in bringing an 
army to their defence considerably larger than that of Crcesus, 
and at the same time tried, though unsuccessfully, to prevail on 
the Ionians to revolt from him. A bloody battle took place be
tween the two armies, but with indecisive result: and Crcesus, 
seeing that he could not hope to accomplish more with his forces 
as they stood, thought it wise to return to his capital, in order to 
collect a larger army for the next campaign. Immediately on 
reaching Sardis, he desp•atched envoys to Labynetus king of 
Babylon ; to Amasis king of Egypt ; to the Lacedremonians, 
and to other allies; calling upon all of them to send auxiliaries 
to Sardis during the course of the fifth coming month. In the 
mean time, he dismissed all the foreign troops who had followed 
him into Kappadokia.l 

Had these allies appeared, the war might perhaps have been 
prosecuted with success ; and on the part of the 'Lacedremonians 
at least, there was no tardiness; for their ships were ready and 
their troops almost on board, v.:hen the unexpected news reached 
them that Crcesus was already ruined.2 Cyrus had foreseen and 
forestalled the defensive plan of his enemy. He pushed on with 

1 Herodot. i, i7. 2 Herodot. i, 83. 
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his army to Sardis without delay, compelling the Lydian prince 
to give battle with his own unassisted subjects. The open and 
spacious plain before that town was highly favorable to the 
Lydian cavalry, which at that time, Herodotus tells m, was supe
rior to the Persian. But Cyrus devised a stratagem whereby this 
cavalry was rendered unavailable, - placing in front of his line 
the baggage camels, which the Lydian horses could not endure 
either to smell or to behold.I The horsemen of Crresus were thus 
obliged to dismount; nevertheless, they fought bravely on foot, 
and were not driven into the town till after a sanguinary combat. 

Though confined witl1in the walls of his capital, Crresus had 
still good reason for hoping to hold out until the arrival of his 
allies, to whom he sent pressing envoys of acceleration: for Sar
dis was considered impregnablf~, - one assault had already been 
repulsed, and the Persians would have been reduced to the slow 
process of blockade. But on the fourteenth day of the siege, 
accident did for the besiegers that which they could not have ac
complished either by skill or force. Sardis was situated on an 
outlying peak of the northern side of Tmolus ; it was well-forti
fied everywhere except towards the mountain; and on that side, 
the rock, was so precipitous and inaccessible, that fortifications 
were thought unnecessary, nor did the inhabitants believe assault 
to be possible. But Hyrreades, a Persian soldier, having acci
dentally seen one of the garrison descending this precipitous 
rock to pick up his helmet, which had rolled down, watched bis 
opportunity, tried to climb up, and ~und it not impracticable. 
Others followed his example, the strong-hold was thus seized 
first, and the whole city was speedily taken by storm.2 

Cyrus had given especial orders to spare the life of Crresus, 
who was accordingly made prisoner. But preparations were 
made for a solemn and terrible spectacle. The captive king was 
destined to be burnt in chains, together with fourteen Lydian 
youths, on a v::tst pile of wood: and we are even told that the 
pile was already kindled and the victim beyond the reach of 
human aid, when Apollo sent a miraculous rain to preserve him. 

1 The story about the successful employment of the camels appears also 
in Xenophon, Cyrop:nd. vii, I, 47. 

2 Herodot. i, 84. 
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As to the general fact of supernatural interposition, in one way 
or another, Herodotus and Ktesias both agree, though they 
describe differently the particular miracles wrought.1 It is cer
tain that Crresus, after some time, was released and well treated 
by his conqueror, and lived to become the confidential adviser of 
the latter as well as of his son Kambyses :2 Kte5ias also ac
quaints us that a considerable town and territory near Ekbatana, 
called Barene, was assigned to him, according to a practice which 
we shall find not unfrequent with the Persian kings. 

The prudent counsel and remarks as to the relations between 
Persians and Lydians, whereby Crresus is said by Herodotus to 
have first earned this favorable treatment, are hardly worth repeat
ing; but the indignant remonstrance sent by Crresus to the Delphian. 
god is too characteristic to be passed over. He obtained permis
sion from Cyrus to lay upon the holy pavement of the Delphian 
temple the chains with which he had at first been bound. The 
Lydian envoys were instructed, after exhibiting to the god these 

1 Compare Ilcrodot. i, 84-87, and Ktcsias, Persica, c. 4; which latter 
seems to have been copied by Polyrenns, vii, 6, IO. 

It is remarkable that among the miracles enumerated by Ktesias, no men
tion is made of fire or of the pile of wood kindled: we have the chains of 
Crresus miraculously struck off, in the midst of thunder and lightning, but 
no fire mentioned. This is deserving of notice, as illustrating the fact that 
Ktesias derived his information from Persian narrators, who would not be 
likely to impute to Cyrus the use of fire for such a purpose. The Persians 
worshipped fire as a god, and considered it impious to burn a dead body 
( Herodot. iii, 16 ). Now Herodotus seems to have heard the story, about the 
burning, from Lydian informants (Atycrai vrro AvoCJv, Herodot. i, 87): 
whether the Lydians regarded fire in the same point of view as the Per
sians, we do not know; but even if they did, they would not be indisposed to 
impute to Cyrus an act of gross impiety, just as the Egyptians imputed 
another act equally gross to Kambyscs, which Herodotus himself treats as a. 
falsehood (iii, 16). 

The long narrative given by Nikolaus Damaskenus' of the treatment of 
Crresus by Cyrus, has been supposed by some to have been borrowed from 
the Lydian historian Xanthus, elder contemporary of Herodotus. But it 
seems to me a mere compilation, not well put together, from Xenophon's 
Cyropredia, and from the narrative of Herodotus, perhaps including some 
particular incidents out of Xanthus (see Niko!. Damas. Fragm. ed. Orell. pp. 
57-70, and the Fragments of Xanthus in Didot's Historic. Grrecor. Fragm. 
p.40). 

'Justin (i, 7) seems to copy Ktesias, about the treatment of Crresus. 
VOL. IV. 9 13oc. 
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humiliating memorials, to ask whether it was his custom to de
ceive his benefactors, and whether he was not ashamed to have 
encouraged the king of Lydia in an enterprise so disastrous? 
!'he god, condescending to justify himself by the lips of the 
priestess, replied: "Not even a god can escape his destiny. 
Crresns has suffered for the sin of his fifth ancestor (Gyges), 
who, conspiring with a woman, slew his master and wrongfully 
seized the sceptre. Apollo employed all his influence with the 
l\Irerre (Fates) to obtain that this sin might be expiated by the 
children of Crresus, and not by Crresus himself; but the l\Irerre 
would grant nothing more than a postponement of the judgment 
for three years. Let Crresus know that Apollo has thus pro
cured for him a reign three years longer than his original des
tiny,1 after having tried in vain to rescue him altogether. l\lore
over, he sent that rain which at tl!-e critical moment extinguished 
the burning pile. Nor has Crresus any right to complain of the 
prophecy by which he was encouraged to enter on the war; for 
when the god told him, that he would subvert a great empire, it 
was his duty to have again inquired which empire the god meant; 
and if he neither understood the meaning, nor chose to ask for 
information, he has himself to blame for the result. Besides, 
Crresus neglected the warning given to him, about the acquisition 
of the l\Iedian kingdom by a mule: Cyrus was that mule, - son 
of' a l\Iedian mother of royal breed, by a Persian father, at once 
of different race and of lower position." 

This triumphant justification extorted even from Crresus him
self a full confession, that the sin lay with him, and not with the 
god.2 It certainly illustrates, in a remarkable manner, the theo
logical ideas of the time; and it shows us how much, in the mind 

1 Herodot. i, 91. Tipo&vµeoµivov oe Ao~ie., 5rr.,, UV Ka Ta rovr rraloar rovr 
Kpofoov yivotTO TO 'kapoiwv rra&or, Kat µi) Kar' avriiv Kpolaov, OVK ol6v Te 
lyivero rrapq.yayelv Moipa,. 5aov oe lvio.,KaV avrat, l/vvaaro, Kat lxaptaar6 
ol • rpia yap frea lrrave{3U.'Aero ri)v 'kapoi.,v /i'A.,atv. Kat rovro lmaraa&., 
Kpoiaor, <Jr varepov roiat freat TOVTOtat a'Aoilr T~> 7re7rp.,µivnr. 

• Herodot. i, 91. '0 oe aKOVaU> avviyv(,) E(,)VTOV elvat ri)v aµapraoa, Kat QV 
roii &eoii. 

Xenophon also, in the Cyropredia (vii. 2, 16-25), brings Croosus to the 
same result of confession and humiliation, though by steps somewhat dif
ferent. 
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of Herodotus, the facts of the centuries preceding his own, un
recorded as they were by any contemporary authority, tended to 
cast themselves into a sort of religious drama; the threads of the 
historical web being in part put together, in part originally spun, 
for the purpose of setting forth the religious sentiment and doctrine 
woven in as a pattern. The Pythian priestess predicts to Gyges 
that the crime which he had committed in assassinating his mas
ter would be expiated by his fifth descendant, though, as Herod
otus tells us, no one took any notice of this prophecy until it 
was at last fulfilled: I we see thus that the history of the first 
l!Iermnad king is made up after the catastrophe of the last. 
There was something in the main facts of the history of Crcesus 
profoundly striking to the Greek mind : a king at the summit of 
wealth and power, - pious in the extreme, and munificent towards 
the gods, - the first destroyer of Hellenic liberty in Asia, - then 
precipitated, at once and on a sudden, into the abyss of ruin. 
The sin of the first parent helped much towards the solution of 
this perplexing problem, as well as to exalt the credit of the 
oracle, when made to assume the shape of an unnoticed prophecy. 
In the affecting story (discussed in a former chapter~) of Solon 
and Crcesus, the Lydian king id punished with an acute domestic 
affliction, because he thought himself the happiest of mankind, 
- the gods not suffering any one to be arrogant except them
:;;elves; 3 and the warning of Solon is made to recur to Crcesus 
after he has become the prisoner of Cyrus, in the narrative of 
Herodotus. To the same vein of thought belongs the story, just 
recounted, of the relations of Crccsus with the Delphian oracle. 
An account is provided, satisfactory to the religious feelings of 
the Greeks, how and why he was ruined,- but nothing less than 
the overruling and omnipotent :rilcer::e could be invoked to ex
plain so stupendous a result. 

It is rarely that these supreme goddesses, or hyper-goddesses
since the gods themsehes must submit to them-are brought 
into such distinct light and action. Usually, they ai·e kept in the 
dark, or are left to be understood as the unseen stumbling-block 

1 Herodot. i, 13. 
1 See above, chap. xi, vol. iii, pp. 149-153. 
3 Herodot. vii, 1 o. ob yup i:fi. ippovfov al..M>v µ.iya 0 -&eo, !'i EWVTOV. 
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in cases of extreme incomprehensibility; and it is difficult clearly 
to determine (as in the case of some complicated political consti
tutions) where the Greeks conceived sovereign power to reside, 
in respect to the government of the world. Ilut here the sover
eignty of the Mome, and the subordinate agency of the gods, are 
unequivocally set forth.1 Yet the gods are still extremely pow

1 In the oracle reported in Herodot. vii, 141, as delivered by the Pythian 
priestess to Athens on occasion of the approach of Xerx&s, Zens is repre
sented in the same supreme position as the present oracle assigns to tho 
l\Iccrre, or Fates: Pallas in vain attempts to propitiate him in favor of 
Athens, just as, in this case, Apollo tries to mitigate the Mccrre in respect to 
Crcesus-

Ob ovvarai IIai\.A,u> t.i' '01.,vµrrwv l;1Auaaa-&a1, 
AiaaoµivTJ rroAAoZat Aoyot( Kat µ~rtot rrvtcvij, etc. 

Compare also viii, 109, and ix, 16. 
0. l\Iiiller (Dissertation on the Eumenides of JEschylus, p. 222, Eng. 

Transl.) says: "On no occasion does Zeus Soter exert his influence di
rectly, like Apollo, Minerva, and the Erinnyes ; bnt whereas Apollo is 
prophet and exegetes by virtue of wisdom derived from him, and Minerva 
is indebted to him for her sway over states and assemblies,-nay, the very 
Erinnyes exercise their functions in his name, - this Zeus stands always in 
the background, and has in reality only to settle a conflict existing within 
himself. For with JEschylus, as with all men of profound feeling among 
the Greeks from the earliest times. Jupiter is the only real god, in the higher 
sense of the word. Although he is, in the spirit of ancient theology, a gen
erated god, arisen out of an imperfect state of things, and not produced till 
the third stage of a development of nature,- still he is, at the time we 
are speaking of, the spirit that pervades and governs the universe." 

To the same purpose !Hausen expresses himself ( Theologumcna JEschyli, 
pp. 6-69). 

It is perfectly true that many passages may be produced from Greek 
authors which ascribe to Zeus the supreme power here noted. But it is 
equally true that this conception is not uniformly adhered to, and that 
sometimes the Fates, or l\Icerre, are represented as supreme; occasionally 
represented as the stronger and Zeus as the weaker (Prometheus, 515). 
The whole tenor of that tragedy, in fact, brings out the conception of a 
Zeus rvpavvo,, - whose power is not supreme, even for the time; and is 
not destined to continue permanently, even at its existing height. The ex
planations given by Klausen of this drama appear to me incorrect; nor do 
I understand how it is to be reconciled with the above passage quoted from 
0. l\Iiiller. 

The two oracles here cited from Herodotus exhibit plainly the fluctua
tion of Greek opinion on this subject : in the one, the supreme determina
tion, and the inexorability wf1ich accompanies it, are ascribed to Zeus, -in 
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erful, because the l\frerre comply with their requests up to a cer
tain point, not thinking it proper to be wholly inexorable ; but 
their compliance is carried no farther than they themselves 
choose. Nor would they, even in deference to Apollo,1 alter 
the original sentence of punishment for the sin of Gyges in the 
person of his fifth descendant, - a sentence, moreover, which 
Apollo himself had formally prophesied shortly after the sin was 
committed ; so that, if the l\Irerre had listened to his intercession 
on behalf of Crresus, his own prophetic credit would have been 
endangered. Their unalterable resolution has predetermined the 
ruin of Crre~us, and the grandeur of the event is manifested by 
the circumstance, that even Apollo himself cannot prevail upon 
them to alter it, or to grant more than a three years' respite. 
The religious element must here be viewed as giving the form 
- the historical element as giving the matter only, and not the 
whole matter-of the story; and these two elements will be 
found conjoined more or less throughout most of the history of 
Herodotus, though, as we descend to later times, we shall find the 
historical element in constantly increasing proportion. His con
ception of history is extremely different from that of Thucydides, 
who lays down to himself the true scheme and purpose of the 

the other, to the l\Imrre. This double point of view adapted itself to dif
ferent occasions, and served as a help for the interpretation of different 
events. Zeus was supposed to have certain sympathies for human beings; 
misfortunes happened to various men which he not only did not wish to 
bring on, but would have been disposed to avert; here the Mmrre, who had 
no sympathies, were introduced as an explanatory cause, tacitly implied as 
oven"Uling Zeus. " Cum Furiis JEschylus Parcas tantum non ubiquo con
jungit," says Klausen (Theol.JEsch. p. 39); and this entire absence of hu
man sympathies constitutes the common point of both, - that in which the 
Mmrre and the Erinnyes differ from all the other gods,_:.7reppuw TUJJ wl.ecri
Ol/<OV i'hav, ov rhoirbµoiav (JEschyl. Sept. ad Theb. 720): compareEumenid. 
169, I 72, and, indeed, the general strain of that fearful tragedy. 

In JEschylus, as in Herodotus, Apollo is represented as exercising per
suasive powers over the Mmrre (Eumenid. 724),- Moipar lrreurar arp&irovr 
"t9eivai {Jporovr. 

1 The language of Herodotus deserves attention. Apollo tells Crmsus: 
"I applied to the l\fmne to get the execution of the judgment postponed 
from your time to that of yotir children, - but I could not prevail upon 
them; but as much as they would yield of their own accord, I procured for 
JOU." (ocrov OE eviOwKaJJ avTat, £-xapfoarn o[-i, 91.) ' 
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historian, common to him with the philosopher, - to recount and 
interpret the past, as a rational aid towards the prevision of the 
future.1 

The destruction of the Lydian monarchy, and the establish
ment of the Persians at Sardis - an event pregnant with conse
quences to Hellas generally-took place in 546 B.c.2 Sorely did 
the Ionic Greeks now repent that they had rejected the proposi
tions made to them by Cyrus for revolting from Crresus,- though 
at the time when these propositions were made, it would have 
been highly imprudent to listen to them, since the Lydian power 
might reasonably be looked upon as the stronger. As soon as 
Sardis had fallen, they sent envoys to the conqueror, entreating 
that they might be enrolled as his tributaries, on the footing 
which they had occupied under Crresus. The reply 'rns a stern 
and angry refusal, with the excep~ion of the .Milesians, to whom 
the terms which they asked were granted: 3 why this favorable 
exception was extended to tl;em, we do not know. The other 
continental Ionians and ..Eolians (exclusive of l\Iiletus, and ex
clusive also of the insular cities which the Persians had no 
means of attacking), seized with alarm, began to put themselves 

t Thucyd. i, 22. 
2 This important date depends upon the evidence of Solinus (Polyhistor, 

i, 112) and Sosikrates (ap. Diog. Laert. i, 95): see Mr. Clinton's Fasti 
Hellen. ad ann. 546, and his Append.ix, ch. 17, upon the Lydian kings. 

Mr. Clinton and most of the chronologists accept the date without hesi
tation, hut Volney (Recherches sur l'Histoire Ancienne, vol. i, pp. 306-308 ; 
Chronologie des Rois Lydiens) rejects it altogether; considering the cap
ture of Sardis to have occuITed in 557 B.c., and the reign of Crcesus to have 
begun in 5il B.C. He treats very contemptuously the authority of Solinus 
aml Sosikrates, and has an elaborate argumentation to prove that the date 
which he adopts is borne out by Herodotus. This latter does not appear 
to me at all satisfactory: I adopt the date of Solinus an<l Sosikrates, 
though agreeing with Volney that such positive authority is not very con
siderable, because there is nothing to contradict them, and because the date 
which they give seems in consonance with the stream of the history. 

Volney's arguments suppose in the mind of Herodotus a degree of chron
ological precision altogether unreasonable, in reference to events anterior 
to contemporary records. He, like other chronologists, exhausts his inge
nuity to find a proper point of historical time for the supposed conversa
tion between Solon and Crresns (p. 320). 

a Herodot. i, 141. 

http:Append.ix
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in a condition of defence: it seems that the Lydian king had 
caused their fortifications to be wholly or partially dismantled, 
for we are told that they now began to erect walls ; and the 
PMk::cans especially devoted to that purpose a present which 
they had received from the Iberian Arganthonius, king of Tar
tcssus. Besides thus strengthening their own cities, they 
thought it advisable to send a joint embassy entreating aid 
from Sparta; they doubtless were not unapprize<l that the Spar
tans had actually equipped an army for the support of Crresus. 
Their deputies went to Sparta, where the Phuk::can Pythermus, 
appointed by the rest to be spokesman, clothing himself in a 
purple robe,' in order to attract the largest audience possible, 
set forth their pressing need of succor against the impending 
danger. The Lacedremonians refused the prayer; nevertheless, 
they despatched to Phuk::ca some commissioners to investigate 
the state of affairs, -\\·ho perhaps, persuaded by the Phukmans, 
sent Lakrines, one of their number, to the conqueror at Sardis, 
to warn him that he should not lay hands on any city of Hellas, 
- for the Lacedmmonians would not permit it. " ·who are these 
Lacedmmonians? (inquired Cyrus from some Greeks who stood 
near him) - how many are there of them, that they venture to 
send me such a notice?" Having received the answer, wherein 
it was stated that the Lacedmmonians had a city and a regular 
market at Sparta, he exclaimed: " I have never yet been 
afraid of men like these, who have a set place in the middle of 
their city, where they meet to cheat one another and forswear 
themselves. If I live, they shall have tronblcs of their own to 
talk about, apart from the Ionians." To buy or sell, appeared 
to the Persians a contemptible practice ; for they carried out 
consistently, one step farther, the principle upon which even 
many able Greeks condemned the lending of money on interest ; 
and the speech of Cyrus was intended as a coYert reproach of 
Grecian habits generally.':! 

This blank menace of Lakrines, an insulting provocation to 

1 Herodot. i, 152. The purple garment, so attractive a spectacle amid 
the plain clothing universal at Sparta, marks the contrast between Asiatic 
and European Greece. 

2 Hcrodot. i, 153. raiira li; Toi!i; mivrai; "EAA7]i>ai; urre/i/ll1pe 0 Kvpoi; Ta 
lrrea, etc. 
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the enemy rather than a real support to the distressed, was the 
only benefit which the Ionic Greeks derived from Sparta. They 
were left to defend themselves as best they could against the 
conqueror ; who presently, however, quitted Sardis to prosecute · 
in person his conquests in the East, leaving the Persian Tabalus 
with a garrison in the citadel, but consigning both the large 
treasure captured, and the authority over the Lydian population, 
to the Lydian Paktyas. As he carried away Crccsus along with 
him, he probably considered himself sure of the fidelity of those 
Lydians whom the deposed monarch recommended. But he 
bad not yet arrived at his own capital, when he received the 
intelligence that Paktyas had revolted, arming the Lydian popu
lation, and employing the treasure in his charge to hire fresh 
troops. On hearing this news, Cyrus addressed himself to 
Crccsus, according to Herodotus, in terms of much wrath against 
the Lydians, and even intimated th.at he should be compelled to 
sell them all as slaves. Upon which Crccsus, full of alarm for 
his people, contended strenuously that Paktyas alone was in 
fault, and deserving of punishment ; but he at the same time 
advised Cyrus to disarm the Lydian population, and to enforce 
upon them effeminate attire, together with habits of playing on 
the harp and shopkeeping. " By this process (he said) you will 
soon see them become women instead of men." 1 This sugges
tion is said to have been accepted by Cyrus, and executed by his 
general Mazares. The conversation here reported, and the 
deliberate plan for enervating the Lydian character supposed to 
be pursued by Cyrus, is evidently an hypothesis imagined by 
some of the contemporaries or predecessors of Herodotus, - to 
explain the contrast between the Lydians whom they saw before 
them, after two or three generations of slavery, and the old irre
sistible horsemen of whom they heard in fame, at the time when 
Crresus was lord from the Halys to the ..L°Egcan sea. 

To return to Paktyas, - he had commenced his revolt, come 
down to the sea-coast, and employed the treasures of Sardis in 
levying a Grecian mercenary force, with which he invested the 
place and blocked up the governor Tabalus. But he manifested 
no courage worthy of so dangerous an enterprise ; for no sooner 

1 Heroclot. i, 155. 
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had he heard that the l\Iedian general Mazares was approaching 
at the head of an army dispatched by Cyrus against him, than 
he disbanded his force and fled to Kyme for protection as a sup
pliant. Presently, arrived a menacing summons from Mazares, 
demanding that he should be given up forthwith, which plunged 
the Kymreans into profound dismay ; for the idea of giving up 
a suppliant to destruction was shocking to Grecian sentiment. 
They sent to solicit advice from the holy temple of Apollo, at 
Branchidre near Miletus; and the reply directed, that Paktyas 
should be surrendered. Nevertheless, so ignominious did such 
a surrender appear, that Aristodikus and some other Kymrean 
citizens denounced the messengers as liars, and required that a 
more trustworthy deputation should be sent to consult the god. 
Aristodikus himself, forming one of the second body, stated the 
perplexity to the oracle, and received a repetition of the same 
answer; whereupon he proceeded to rob the birds'-nests which 
existed in abundance in and about the temple. A voice from 
the inner oracular chamber speedily arrested him, exclaiming : 
"Most impious of men, how darest thou to do such things? Wilt 
thou snatch my suppliants from the temple itself?" Unabashed 
by the rebuke, Aristodikus replied : "JI.laster, thus dost thou 
help suppliants thyself: and dost thou command the Kymreans 
to give up a suppliant?" "Yes, I do command it I (rejoined 
the god forthwith), in order that the crime may bring destruction 
upon you the sooner, and that you may not in future come to 
consult the oracle upon the surrender of suppliants." 

The ingenuity of Aristodikus completely nullified the oracular 
response, and left the Kymreans in their original perplexity. 
Not choosing to surrender Paktyas, nor daring to protect him 
against a besieging army, they sent him away to l\Iitylene, 
whither the envoys of l\fazares followed and demanded him; 
offering a reward so considerable, that the Kymreans became 
fearful of trusting them, and again conveyed away the suppliant 
to Chios, where he took refuge in the temple of Athene Po
liuchus. But here again the pursuers followed, and the Chians 
were persuaded to drag him from the temple and surrender him, 
on consideration of receiving the territory of Atarneus (a dis

1 Herodot. i, 159. 
9* 



202 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

trict on the continent over against the island of Lesbos) as pur
chase-money. Paktyas was thus seized and sent prisoner to 
Cyrus, who had given the most express orders for this capture : 
hence the unusual intensity of the pursuit. But it appears that 
the territory of Atarneus was considered as having been igno
miniously acquired by the Chians ; none even of their own 
citizens would employ any article of its produce for holy or 
sacrificial purposes.1 

l'ifaz~res next proceeded to the attack and conquest of the 
Greeks-on the coast; an enterprise which, since he soon died of 
illness, was completed by his successor Harpagus. The towns 
assailed successively made a gallant but ineffectual resistance: 
the Persian general by his numbers drove the defenders within 
their walls, against v. hich he piled up mounds of earth, so as 
either to carry the place by storm or to compel surrender. All 
of them were i:educed, one after the other: with all, the terms of 
subjection were doubtless harder than those which had been im
posed upon them by Crccsus, because Cyrus had already refused 
to grant these terms to them, with the single exception of Mile
tus, and because they had since given additional offence by aid
ing the revolt. of Paktyas. The inhabitants of Priene were sold 
into ,slavery: they were the first assailed by l\Iazares, and had 
perhaps been especially forward in the attack made by Paktyas 
on Sardis.2 

Among these unfortunate towns, thus changing their master 
and passing out into a harsher subjection, two deserve especial 
notice, - Teos and PMkrea. The citizen:> of the former, so soon 

1 Hcrodot. i, 160. The short fragment from Charon of Lampsakns, 
which Plutarch (De Ma!ignitat. Herod. p. 859) cites here, in support of one 
among his many unjust censures on Herodotus, is noway inconsistent with 
the statement of the latter, but mther tends to confirm it. 

In writing this treatise on the alleged ill-temper of Herodotus, we sec 
that Plutarch had before him the history of Charon of Lampsakus, more 
ancient by one generation than the historian whom he was assailing, and 
also belonging to Asiatic Greece. Of course, it suited the purpose of his 
work to produce all the contradictions to Herodotus which he could find in 
Charon: the fact that he has produced none of any moment, tends to 
strengthen our faith in the historian of Halikamassus, and to show that in 
the main his narrative was in accordance with that of Charon. 

'Heroclot. i, 161-169. 
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as the mound around their walls had rendered farther resistance 
impossible, embarked and emigrated,,some to Thrace, where they 
founded Abdera, - others to the Cimmerian Bosphorus, where 
they planted Phanagoria; a portion of them, however, must have 
remained to take the chances of subjection, since the town 
appears in after-times still peopled and still Ilellenic.t 

The fate of Phokrea, similar in the main, is giveu to us with 
more striking circumstances of detail, and becomes the more in
teresting, since the enterprising mariners who inhabited it Lad 
been the torch-bearers of Grecian geographical discovery in the 
west. I have already described their adventurous exploring voy
ages of former <lays into the interior of the Adriatic, and along 
the whole northern and western coasts of the l\Iediterranean as 
far as Tartessus (the region around and adjoining to Cadiz), 
together with the favorable reception given to them by old 
ArganthOnius, king of the country, who invited them to emigrate 
in a body to his kingdom, offering them the choice of any site 
which they might desire. His invitation was declined, though 
probably the Phokreans may have subsequently regretted the 
refusal; and he then manifested his good-will towards them by a 
large present to defray the expense of constructing fortifications 
round their town.2 The walls, erected in part, by this aid, were 

1 Herodot. i, 168; Skymnus Chins, Fragm. v, 153; Dionys. Perieg. v, 
553. 

2 Herodot. i, 163. '0 rle 1rv-&6µevor; 1r:ap' avTWV TOV Mi,oov tiir; av;otTo,loirlov 
U~t 'XP~µaTa Teixo> 1r:ep1{3a'Muf}a1 T~V 'lrOAtV. 

I do not understand why the commentators debate what or who is meant 
by Tov Mi;rlov: it plainly means the Median or Persian power generally: 
but the chronological difficulty is a real one, if we are to suppose that 
there was time between the first alarm conceived of the Median power of 
the Ionians, and the siege of Phokrea by Harpagus, to inform Argantho
nius of the circumstances, and to procure from him this large aid as well as 
to build the fortifications. The Ionic Greeks neither actually did conceive, 
nor had reason to conceive, any alarm respecting Persian power, until the 
arrival of Cyrus before Sardis; and within a month from that time Sardis 
was in his possession. If we are to suppose communication with Argan
thonius, grounded upon this circumstance, at the distance of Tartessus, and 
under the circumstances of ancient navigation, we must necessarily imagine, 
also, that the attack made by Harpagus upon PhOkrea-which city he 
assailed before any of the rest-was postponed for at least two or three 
years. Such postponement is not \vholly impossible, yet it is not in the 
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both extensive and well built; yet they could not hinder Harpa
gus from raising his mounds of earth up against them, while he 
was politic enough at the same time to tempt them with offers of 
a moderate capitulation ; requiring only that they should breach 
their walls in one place by pulling down one of the towers, and 
consecrate one building in the interior of the town as a token of 
subjection. To accept these terms, was to submit themselves to 
the discretion of the besieger, for there could be no security that 
they would be observed; and the PhUkreans, while they asked for 
one day to deliberate upon their reply, entreated that, during that 
day, Harpagus should withdraw his troops altogether from the 
walls. "With this demand the latter complied, intimating, at the 
same time, that he saw clearly through the meaning of it. The 
Phokreans had determined that the inevitable servitude impend
ing over their town should not be shared by its inhabitants, and 
they employed their day of grace in preparation for collective 
exile, putting on shipboard their wives and children as well as 
their furniture and the movable decorations of their temples. 
They then set sail for Chios, leavi;1g to the conqueror a deserted 
town for the occupation of a Persian garrison.I 

spirit of the Herodotean narnl!ivc, nor do I think it likely. It is much 
more probable that the informants of Herodotus made a slip in chronology, 
and ascribed the donations of Arganthonius to a motfre which did not 
really dictate them. 

As to the fortifications (which Ph&krea and the other Ionic cities are 
reported to have erected after the conquest of Sardis by the Persians), the 
case may stand thus. "Thile these cities were all independent, before they 
were first conquered by Cra>sus, they must undoubtedly have had fortifica
tions. ·when Cra>sus conquered them, he directed the demolition of the 
fortifications; but demolition does not necessarily mean pulling down the 
entire walls: when one or a few breaches are made, the city is laid open. 
and the purpose of Cra>sns would thus be answered. Such may well have 
been the state of the Ionian cities at the time when they first thought it 
necessary to provide defences ngainst the Persians at Sardis: they repaired 
and perfected the breached fortifications. 

The conjecture of Larcher (see the Notes both of Larcher and ·wessel
ing), - Tov Avclov instead of Tov Miiool', __.is not an unreasonable one, if it 
had any authority: the donation of Arganth&nius would then be transferred 
to the period anterior to the Lydian conquest: it would get rid of the 
chronological difficulty above adverted to, but it would introduce some 
new awkwardness into the narrative. 

t Herodot. i, 164. 
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It appears that the fugitives were not very kindly received at 
Chios; at least, when they made a proposition for purchasing from 
the Chians the neighboring islands of <Enussre as a permanent 
abode, the latter were induced to refuse by apprehensions of com
mercial rivalry. It was necessary to look farther for a settlement: 
and Arganthonius their protector, being now dead, Tartessus was 
no longer inviting. Twenty years before, however, the colony 
of Alalia in the island of Corsica had been founded from Phu
krea by the direction of the oracle, and thither the general body 
of PhOkreans now resolved to repair. Having prepared their 
ships for this distant voyage, they first sailed back to Phukrea, 
surprised the Persian garrison whom Harpagus had left in the 
town, and slew them: they then sunk in the harbor a great lump 
of iron, and bound themselves by a solemn and unanimous oath 
never again to see Phokrea until that iron should come up to the 
surface. Nevertheless, in spite of the oath, the voyage of exile 
had been scarcely begun when more than half of them repented 
of having so bound themselves, - and became homesick.I They 
broke their vow and returned to PhOkrea. But as Herodotus 
does not mention any divine judgment as having been consequent 
on the perjury, we may, perhaps, suspect that some gray-headed 
citizen, to whom transportation to Corsica might be little less 
than a sentence of death, both persuaded himself, and certified to 
his companions, that he had seen the sunken lump of iron 
raised up and floating for a while buoyant upon the waves. Har
pagus must have been induced to pardon the previous slaughter 
of his Persian garrison, or at least to believe that it had been 
done by those PhOkreans who still persisted in exile. Ile wanted 
tribute-paying subjects, not an empty military post, and the re
pentant home-seekers were allowed to number themselves among 
the slaves of the Great King. · 

Meanwhile the smaller but more resolute half of the PhO
kreans executed their voyage to Alalia in Corsica, with their 

1 Herodot. i, 165. irrrrpriµiaear Twv uuTwv l'Aa(3e rrMJor u Kai oiKTO!: •if> 
rrol.wr Kai ri:Jv iifH(,)v •ii> 'X'jP1/> · ..pevoopKtai re yevoµevot, etc. The collo
quial term which I have ventured to place in the text expresses exactly, as 
well as briefly, the meaning of the historian. A public oath, taken by most 
of the Greek cities with similar ceremony of lumps of iron thrown into the 
sea, is mentioned in Plutarch, Aristirl. c. 25. 
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wives and children, in sixty pentekonters, or armed ships, and 
established themselves along with the previous settlers. They 
remained there for five years,1 during which time their indiscrim
inate piracies had become so intolerable (even at that time, 
piracy committed against a foreign vessel seems to have been 
both frequent and practised without much disrepute), that both 
the Tyrrhenian seaports along the l\Iediterranean coast of Italy, 
and the Carthaginians, united to put them down. There sub
sisted particular treaties between these two, for the regulation of 
the commercial intercourse between Africa and Italy, of which 
the ancient treaty preserved by Polybius between Rome and 
Carthage (made in 509 B.c.) may be considered as a specimen.2 
Sixty Carthaginian and as many Tuscan ships attacked the sixty 
PhOk::ean ships near Alalia, and destroyed forty of them, yet not 
without such severe loss to themselves that the victory was said 
to be on the side of the latter; who, however, in spite of this 
Kadmeian victory (so a battle was denominated in which the vic
tors lost more than the vanquished), were compelled to carry 
back their remaining twenty vessels to Alalia, and to retire with 
their wives and families, in so far as room could be found for 
them, to Rhegium. At last, these unhappy exiles found a perma
nent home by establishing the new settlement of Elea, or Velia, 
in the gulf of Policastro, on the Italian coast (then called CEno
trian) southward from Poseidonia, or Prestum. It is probable 
that they were here joined by other exiles from Ionia, in partic
ular by the Kolophonian philosopher and poet Xenophanes, from 
whom what was afterwards called the Eleatic school of philosophy, 
distinguished both for bold consistency and dialectic acuteness, 
took its rise. The Phokman captives, taken prisoners in the 
naval combat by Tyrrhenians and Carthaginians, were stoned to 
death; but a divine judgment overtook the Tyrrhenian town of 
Agylla, in consequence of this cruelty; and even in the time of 
Herodotus, a century afterwards, the Agyllmans were still expi
ating the sin by a periodical solemnity and agon, pursuant to the 
penalty which the Delphian oracle had imposed upon them.3 

Such was the fate of the Phokman exiles, while their brethren 

1 llerodot. i, lGG. 1 .Aristot. Polit. iii, 5, 11 ; Polyb. iii, 22. 
3 Ilerodot. i, 167. 
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at home remained as subjects of Harpagus, in common with all 
the other Ionic and lEolic Greeks except 1\Iiletus. For even 
the insular inhabitants of Lesbos and Chios, though not a.~saila
ble by sea, since the Persians had no fleet, thought it better to 
renounce their independence and enrol themselves as Persian 
subjects,- both of them possessing strips of the mainland which 
they were unable to protect otherwise. Samos, on the other 
hand, maintained its independence, and even reached, shortly 
after this period, under the despotism of Polykrates, a higher 
degree of power than ever. Perhaps the humiliation of the 
other maritime Greeks around may have rather favored the 
ambition of this unscrupulous prince, to whom I shall revert 
presently. But we may readily conceive that the public solemni
ties in which the Ionic Greeks intermingled, in place of those gay 
and richly-decked crowds which the Homeric hymn describes in 
the preceding century as assembled at Delos, presented scenes of 
marked despondency : one of their wisest men, indeed, Bias of 
Priene, went so far as to propose, at the Pan-Ionic festival, a 
collective emigration of the entire population of the Jonie towns 
to the island of Sardinia. Nothing like freedom, he urged, was 
now open to them in Asia; but in Sardinia, one great Pan-Ionic 
city might be formed, which would not only be free herself, but 
mistress of her neighbors. The proposition found no favor; the 
reason of which is sufficiently evident from the narrative just 
given respecting the unconquerable local attachment on the part 
of the PhOkrean majority. But Herodotus bestows upon it the 
most unqualified commendation, and regrets that it was not acted 
upon.I Had such been the case, the subsequent history of 
Carthage, Sicily, and even Rome, might have been sensibly 
altered. 

Thus subdued by Harpagus, the Ionic and lEolic Greeks were 
employed as auxiliaries to him in the conquest of the south
western inhabitants of Asia Minor, - Karians, Kaunians, Ly
kians, and Doric Greeks of Knidus and Halikarnassus. Of the 
fate of the latter town, Herodotus tells us nothing, though it was 

1 Herodot. i, 170. Ilvv1%vo,uat yvw,u11v Biavra avopa Ilp171vfo ci:1rooi;au
\Jat "Iwm XP1JO'l,UWTUT1/V, T~ el lrreii'fovro, rrapeixe UV Ut/>t evoaiµovietv 'E.:\A.q
vwv µuA.iura. 
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his native place. The inhabitants of Knidus, a place situated on 
a long outlyi!Jg tongue of land, at first tried to cut through the 
narrow isthmus which joined them to the continent, but aban
doned the attempt with a facility which Herodotus explains by 
referring it to a prohibition of the oracle: 1 nor did either the 
Karians or the Kaunians offer any serious resistance. The 
Lykians only, in their chief town Xanthus, made a desperate 
defence. Having in vain tried to repel the assailants in the 
open field, and finding themseh-es blocked up in their city, they 
set fire to it with their own hands; consuming in the flames their 
women, children, and servants, while the armed citizens marched 
out and perished to a man in combat with the enemy.2 Such an 
act of brave and even ferocious despair is not in the Grecian 
character. In recounting, however, the languid defence and 
easy submission of the Greeks of Knidus, it may surprise us to 
call to mind that they were Dorians and colonists from Sparta. 
So that the want of steadfast courage, often imputed to Ionic 
Greeks as compared to Dorian, ought properly to be charged on 
Asiatic Greeks as compared. with European; or rather upon that 
mixture of indigenous with Hellenic population, which all the 
Asiatic colonies, in common with most of the other colonies, 
presented, and which in Halikarnassus was particularly remark
able ; for it seems to have been half Karian, half Dorian, and 
was even governed by a line of Karian despots. 

IIarpagus and the Persians thus mastered, without any con
siderable resistance, the western and. southern portions of Asia 
Minor; probably, also, though we have no direct account of it, 
the entire territory within the Halys which had before been 
ruled by Crccsus. The tributes of the conquered Greeks were 
transmitted to Ekbatana instead of to Sardis. ''rhile IIarpagus 
was thus employed, Cyrus himself had been making still more 
extensive conquests in Upper Asia and Assyria, of which I shall 
speak in the coming chapter. 

1 Hcrodot. i, l i 4. 
2 Herodot. i, 176. The whole population of Xanthus perished, except 

eighty families accidentally absent: the subsequent occupants of the town 
were recruited from strangers. Nearly five centuries aftenvards, their 
descendants in the same city slew themselves in the like desperate and 
tragical manner, to avoid surrendering to the Roman anny nnder Marcus 
Bmtus (Plutarch, Brntu~, <'. 31 ). 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

GROWTH OF THE PERSIAN EMPIRE. 

Tu the preceding chapter an account has been given, the best 
which we can pick out from Herodotus, of the steps by which 
the Asiatic Greeks became subject to Persia. And if his narra
tive is meagre, on a matter which vitally concerned not only so 
many of his brother Greeks, but even his own native city, we 
can hardly expect that he should tell us much respecting the 
other conquests of Cyrus. He seems to withhold intentionally 
various details which had come to his knowledge, and merely 
intimates in general terms that while Harpagus was engaged on 
the coast of the 1Egean, Cyrus himself assailed and subdued all 
the nations of Upper Asia, "not omitting any one of them." 1 

He alludes to the Baktrians and the Sakre,2 who are also named 
by Ktesias as having become subject partly by force, partly by 
capitulation; but he deems only two of the exploits of Cyrus 
worthy of special notice, - the conquest of Babylon, and the 
final expedition against the :Massagetre. In the short abstract 
which we now possess of the lost work of Ktesias, no mention 
appears of the important conquest of Babylon ; but his narra
tive, as far as the abstract enables us to follow it, diverges 
materially from that of Herodotus, and must have been founded 
on data altogether different. 

"I shall mention (says Herodotui;;)3 those conquests which 
gave Cyrus most trouble, and are most memorable: after he had 
subdued all the rest of the continent, he attacked the Assyrians." 
Those who recollect the description of Babylon and its surround
ing territory, as given in a former chapter, will not be surprised 
to learn that the capture of it gave the Persian aggressor much 
trouble : their only surprise will be, how it could ever have been 

1 Herodot. i, 177. 2 Herodot. i, 153. 
3 Herodot. i, 177. Ta oe ol 1rapmxe 1T"OVOV Te 1!"AELOTOV, Kat u;ta7r1JY1JTOTaTa 

tun, Tovrwv lmµvfiuoµai. 
VOL. JV. 14oc. 
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taken at all, - or, indeed, how a hostile army could have even 
reached it. Herodotus informs us that the Babylonian queen 
Nit0kris - mother of that very Labynetus who was king when 
Cyrus attacked the place - had been apprehensive of invasion 
from the l\Iedes after their capture of Nineveh, and had executed 
many laborious works near the Euphrates for the purpose of 
obstructing their approach. l\Ioreover, there existed what was 
called the wall of l\Iedia (probauly built by her, but certainly 
built prior to the Persian conquest), one hundred feet high and 
twenty feet thick,1 across the entire space of seventy-five miles 
which joined the Tigris with one of the canals of the Euphrates. 
And the canals themselves, as we may see by the march of 
the Ten Thousand Greeks after the battle of Kunaxa, pre
sented means of defence altogether insuperable by a rude army 
such as that of the Persians. On the east, the territory of 
Babylonia was defended by the Tigr~s, which cannot be forded 

1 See Xenophon, Anahas. i, 7, 15; ii, 4, 12. For the inextricable difficul
ties in which the Ten Thou,and Greeks were involved, after the battle of 
Kunaxa, and the insurmountable obstacles which impeded their march, 
assuming any resisting force whatever, see Xenoph. Anah. ii, I, 11 ; ii, 2, 
3; ii, 3, IO; ii, 4, 12-13. These obstacles, doubtless, spn·ed as a protection 
to them against attack, not less than as an impediment to their advance; 
and the well-supplied villages enabled them to obtain plenty of pl'ovisions: 
hence the anxiety of the Great King to help them across the Tigris out of 
Babylonia. But it is not easy to see how, in the face of such difficulties, 
any invading army could reach Babylon. 

Ritter rept'c;;ents the wall of Media as having reached across from the 
Euphrates to the Tigris at the point where they come nearest together, 
about two hundred stadia or twenty-five miles across. But it is nowhere 
stated, so far as I can find, that this wall reached to the Euphrates, - still 
less that its length was two hundred stadia, for the passages of Strabo 
cited by Ritter do not prove either point (ii, 80; xi, 529). And Xenophon 
(ii, 4, 12) gives the length of the wall as I have stated it in the text,= 20 
parasangs = 600 stadia= 7 5 miles. 

The passage of the Anabasis (i, 7, 15) seems to connect the l\Iedian wall 
with the canals, and not with the river Euphrates. The narrative of 
Herodotus, as I have remarked in a former chapter, leads us to suppose that 
he descended that river to Babylon; and if we suppose that the wall did 
not reach the Euphrates, this would afford some reason why he makes no 
mention of it. See Ritter, 'Vest Asien, b. iii, Abtheilung iii, Abschn. i, 
sect. 29, pp. 19-22. 
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PERSIAN APPROACH TO BABYLO~. 

lower than the ancient Nineveh or the modern l\Iosul.I In addi
tion to these ramparts, natural as well as artificial, to protect the 
teri:itory,-populous, cultivated, productive, and offering every 
motive to its inhabitants to resist even the e1itrance of an enemy, 
- we are told that the Babylonians were so thoroughly prepared 
for the inroad of Cyrus that they had accumulated a store of 
provisions within the city walls for many years. 

Strange as it may seem, we must suppose that the king of 
Babylon, after all the cost and labor spent in providing defences 
for the territory, voluntarily neglected to avail himself of them, 
suffered the invader to tread down the fertile Babylonia without 
resistance, and merely drew out the citizens to oppose him when 
he arrived under the walls of the city, - if the statement of 
Herodotus is correcf.!l And we may illustrate this unaccountable 
omission by that which we know to have happened in the march 
of the younger Cyrus to Kunaxa against his brother Artaxerxes 
J'IInemon. The latter had caused to be dug, expressly in prepar
ation for this invasion, a broad and deep ditch, thirty feet wide 
and eight feet deep, from the wall of l\Iedia to the river Euphra
tes, a distance of twelve parasangs, or forty-five English miles, 
leaving only a passage of twenty feet broad close alongside of 
the river. Yet when the invading army arrived at this impor
tant pass, they found not a man there to defend it, and all of them 
marched without resistance through the narrow inlet. Cyrus the 
younger, who had up to that moment felt assured that his brother 
would fight, now supposed that he had given up· the idea of 
defending Babylon: 3 instead of which, two days afterwards, 

·o Tiypw; µiyat; Te Kat ovoaµov r5iaf3arot; lt; Te lrri n/v lK(3o/,fiv (An-ian, 
vii, 7, 7). By which he menus, that it is not fordable below the ancient 
Nineveh, or Mosul; for a little above that spot, Alexander himself forded 
it with his army, a few days before the battle of ArbC!a - not without very 
great difficulty (Arrian, iii, 7, 8; Diodor. xvii, 55) . 

• Hcrodot. i, 190. t;rel cle lytvero lAaVVlJV uy;rov T~( 1l'OAWt;, <Ivvi(3al-6v re 
ol Ba(3vl-wvwi, 1cai forJ1J{}ivret; rfi µa;r7.1, Kareil-~&r;<Jav lt; ro urJTv. · 

Just as if Babylon was as easy to be approached as Sardis,-ola Te 

E7!'l(]Taµevot Erl rrporepov TOV Kvpov OVK U.rpeµil;ovra, ui.1-' oeiovrer avrov 
'1raVrt oµofot; ({)vet lrrt;reipiovrn, rrporna;avTO rJtrla ErflJV Kapra ·rroAA<Jv. 

3 Xenophon, Anabas. i, 7, 14-20; Diodor. xiv, 22; Plutarch, Artaxerxes, 
c. 7. I follow Xenophon without hesitation, where he differs from these 
two latter. 
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Artaxerxes attacked him on an open plain of ground, where 
there was no advantage of position on either side ; though the 
invaders were taken rather unawares in consequence of their 
extreme confidence, arising from recent unopposed entrance 
within the artificial ditch. 

This anecdote is the more valuable as an illustration, because 
all its circumstances are transmitted to us by a discerning eye
witness. And both the two incidents here brought into compari
son demonstrate the recklessness, changefulncss, and incapacity 
of calculation, belonging to the Asiatic mind of that day, - as 
well as the great command of hands possessed by these kings, 
and their prodigal waste of human labor.I "\Ve shall see, as we 
advance in this history, farther evidences of the same attributes, 
which it is essential to bear in mind, for the purpose of appre
ciating both Grecian dealing with Asiatics, and the comparative 
absence of such defects in the Grecian character. Vast walls 
and deep ditches are an inestimable aid to a brave and well com
manded garrison ; but they cannot be made entirely to supply 
the want of bravery and intelligence. 

In whatever manner the difficulties of approaching Babylon 
may have been overcome, the fact that they were overcome by 
Cyrus is certain. On first setting out for this conquest, he was 
about to cross the river Gyndes (one of' the afiluents from the 
East which joins the Tigris near the modem Bagdad, and along 
which lay the high road crossing the pass of Mount Zagros from 
Babylon to Ekbatana), when one of the sacred white horses, 
which accompanied him, insulted the river 2 so far as to march in 
and try to cross it by himself. The Gyndes resented this insult, 
and the horse was drowned: upon which Cyrus swore in his 
wrath that he would so break the strength of the river as that 
women in future should pass it without wetting their knees. 
Accordingly, he employed his entire army, during the whole 
summer season, in digging three hundred and sixty artificial 
channels to disseminate the unity of the stream. Such, accord

1 Xenophon, Cyropred. iii, 3, 26, about the 1rolovxttpia of the barbaric 
kings . 

• Herodot. 189-202. iv&aiira ol TWV Tt' lpwv l1!'1l'<JV TWV Af:VKWV V1!'0 v(3pio, 
la{3il~ l~ TOV rroraµov, &iaf3aivetv l'lrttpii.TO • ••••• Kupra Te txaAirraive 1'</) 
Jr:OTU/1<,J 0 Kiipo• TOVTO v{3pfoavrt, etc. 

http:l'lrttpii.TO
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ing to Herodotus, was the incident which postponed for one year 
the fall of the great Babylon; but in the next spring Cyrus and 
his army were before the walls, after having defeated and driven 
in the population who came out to fight. But the walls were 
artificial mountains (three hundred feet high, seventy-five feet 
thick, and forming a square of fifteen miles to each side), within 
which the besieged defied attack, and even blockade, having 
previously stored up several years' provision. Through the 
midst of these walls, however, flowed the Euphrates ; and this 
river, which had been so laboriously trained to serve for pro
tection, trade, and sustenance to the Babylonians, was now made 
the avenue of their ruin. Having left a detachment of his army 
at the two points where the Euphrates enters and quits the city, 
Cyrus retired with the remainder to the higher part of its course, 
where an ancient Babylonian queen had prepared one of the 
great lateral reservoirs for carrying off in case of need the 
superfluity of its water. Near this point Cyrus caused another 
reservoir and another canal of communication to be dug, by 
means of which he drew off the water of the Euphrates to such 
a degree that it became not above the height of a man's thigh. 
The period chosen was that of a great Babylonian festival, when 
the whole population were engaged in amusement and revelry; 
and the Persian troops left near the town, watching their oppor
tunity, entered from both sides along the bed of the river, and 
took it by surprise with scarcely any resistance. At no other 
time, except during a festival, could they have done this, says 
Herodotus, had the river been ever so low ; for both banks 
throughout the whole length of the town were provided with 
quays, with continuous walls, and with gates at the end of every 
~treet which led down to the river at right angles: so that if the 
population had not been disqualified by the influences of the 
moment, they would have caught the assailants in the bed of the 
river" as a trap," and overwhelmed them from the walls along
side. ·within a square of fifteen miles to each side, we are not 
surprised to liear that both the extremities were already in the 
power of the besiegers before t).ie central population heard of it, 
and while they were yet absorbed in unconscious festivity.I 

1 Herodot. i, 191. This latter portion of the story, if we may judge from 
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Such is the account given by Herodotus of the circumstances 
which placed Babylon - the greatest city of western Asia - in 
the power of the Persians. To what extent the information 
communicated to him was incorrect, or exaggerated, we cannot 
now decide; but the way in which the city was treated would 
lead us to suppose that its acquisition cannot have cost the con
qu;;ror either much time or much .loss. Cyrus comes into the 
list as king of Babylon, and the inhabitants with their whole ter
ritory become tributary to the Persians, forming the richest 
satrapy in the empire; but we do not hear that the people were 
otherwise ill-used, and it is certain that the vast walls and gates 
were left untouched. This was very different from the way in 
which the l\Icdes had treated Nineveh, which seems to have 
been ruined and for a long time absolutely uninhabited, though 
reoccupied on a reduced scale under the Parthian empire; and 
very different also from the way in which Babylon itself was 
treated twenty years afterwards by Darius, when reconquered 
after a revolt. 

the expression of Herodotus, seems to excite more doubt in his mind than · 
all the rest, for he thinks it necessary to add, "as the residents at Babylon 
say," wr lt.iyerat inro rwv rafmJ oiK11µiv(,)v. Yet if we assume the size of 
the place to be what he has affirmed, there seems nothing remarkable in the 
fact that the people in the centre did not at once hear of the capture; for 
the first business of the assailants would be to possess themselves of the 
walls and gates. It is a lively illustration of prodigious magnitude, and as 
such it is given by Aristotle (Polit. iii, l, 12); who, however, exaggerates it 
by giving as a report that the inhabitants in the centre did not hear of the 
capture until the third day. No such exaggeration as this appears in 
Herodotus. 

Xenophon, in the Cyropredia (vii, 5, 7-18), following the story that Cyrus 
drained off the Euphrates, represents it as effected in a manner differing 
from Herodotus. According to him, Cyrus dug two vast and deep ditches, 
one on each side round the town, from the river above the town to the river 
below it: watching the opportunity of a festival day in Babylon, he let the 
water into both of these side ditches, which fell into the main stream again 
below the town: hence the main stream in its passage through the town 
became nearly dry. The narrative of Xenophon, however, betrays itself, 
as not having been "Titten from informntion received on the spot, like that 
of Herodotus ; for he talks of al <i«pat of Babylon, just as he speaks of the 
a«pat of the hill-towns of Karia (compare Cyropredia, vii, 4, I, 7, with vii, 
5, 34). There were no a«pat on the dead flat of Babylon. 
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The importance of Babylon, marking as it does one of the 
peculiar forms of civilization belonging to the ancient world in a 
state of full development, gives an interest even to the half
authenticated stories respecting its capture; but the other exploits 
ascribed to Cyrus, - his invasion of India, across the desert of 
Arachosia,1-and his attack upon the l\lassagetre, nomads ruled 
by queen Tomyris, and greatly resembling the Scythians, across 
the mysterious river which Herodotus calls Araxes,- are too 
little known to be at all dwelt upon. In the latter he is said to 
have perished, his army befog defeated in a bloody battle.2 He 
was buried at Pasargadre, in his native province of Persis proper, 
where his tomb was honored and watched until the breaking up 
of the empire,3 while his memory was held in profound venera
tion among the Persians. 

Of his real exploits, we know little except their results ; but 
in what we read respecting him there seems, though amidst con
stant fighting, very little cruelty. Xenophon has selected his 
life as the subject of a moral romance, which for a long time was 
cited as authentic history, and which even now serves as an 
authority, expressed or implied, for disputable and even incorrect 
conclusions. His extraordinary activity and conquests admit of 
no doubt. Ile left the Persian empire4 extending from Sogdiana 
and the rivers Jaxartes and Indus eastward, to the Hellespont 
and the Syrian coast westward, and his successors made no per
manent addition to it except that of Egypt. Phenicia and Judrea 
were dependencies of Babylon, at the time when he conquered 
it, with their princes and grandees in Babylonian captivity. 
They seem to have yielded to him, and become his tributaries,s 
without difficulty; and the restoration of their captives was con

1 Arrian, vi, 24, 4. 
1 Herodot. i, 205-214; Arrian, v, 4, 14; Justin, i, 8; Strabo, xi, p. 512. 
According to Ktesias, Cyrus was slain in an expedition against the Der-

bikes, a people in the Caucasian regions, - though his army afterwards 
prove victorious and conquer the country (Ktesiro Persica, c. 8-9 ),-see the 
comment of Bahr on the passage, in his edition of Ktesias. 

3 Strabo, xv, pp. 730, 731; Arrian, vi, 29. 
4 The town Kyra, or Kyropolis, on the river Sihon, or Jaxartes, was said 

to have been founded by Cyrus, -it was destroyed by Alexander (Strabo, 
xi, pp. 517, 518; Arrian, iv, 2, 2; Curtius, vii, 6, 16 ). 

6 Herodot. iii, 19. 
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ceded to them. It was from Cyrus that the habits of the Per
sian kings took commencement, to dwell at Susa in the winter, 
and Ekbatana during the summer; the primitive territory of 
Persis, with its two towns of Persepolis and Pasargadre, being 
reserved for the burial-place of the kings and the religious sanc
tuary of the empire. How or when the conquest of Susiana was 
made, we are not informed ; it lay eastward of the Tigris, be
tween Babylonia and Persis proper, and its people, the Kissians, 
as far as we can discern, were of Assyrian and not of Arian 
race. The river Choaspes, near Susa, was supposed to furnish 
the only water fit for the palate of the Great King, and is said to 
have been carried about with him wherever he went.I 

While the conquests of Cyrus contributed to assimilate the dis
tinct types of civilization in western Asia, - not by elevating 
the worse, but by degrading the better, - upon the native Per
sians themselves they operated as an extraordinary stimulus, 
provoking alike their pride, ambition, cupidity, and warlike pro
pensities. Not only did the territory of Persis proper pay no 
tribute to Susa or Ekbatana, - being the only district so ex
empted between the Jaxartes and the Mediterranean, - but the 
vast tributes received from the remaining empire were distributed 
to a great degree among its inhabitants. Empire to them meant, 
- for the great men, lucrative satrapies, or pachalics, with 
powers altogether unlimited, pomp inferior only to that of the 
Great King, and standing armies which they employed at their 
own discretion, sometimes against each other,2 - for the common 
soldiers, drawn from their fields or flocks, constant plunder, abun
dant maintenance, and an unrestrained license, either in the suite 
of one of the satraps, or in the large permanent troop which 
moved from Susa to Ekbatana with the Great King. And if the 
entire population of Persis proper did not migrate from their 
abodes to occupy some of those more inviting spots which the 
immensity of the imperial dominion furnished, - a dominion ex
tending (to use the language of Cyrus the younger, before the 
battle of Kunaxa)3 from the region of insupportable heat to 

1 Herodot. i, 188; Plutarch, Artaxerxes, c. 3 ; Diodor. xvii, 71. 

1 Xenophon, Anabas. i, 1, 8. 

a Xenophon, Anabas. i, 7, 6; Cyropred. viii, 6, 19. 




217 CHARACTER OF THE PERSIANS. 

that of insupportable cold, - this was only because the early 
kings discouraged such a movement, in order that the nation 
might maintain its military hardihood, 1 and be in a situation to 
furnish undiminished supplies of soldiers. 

The self-esteem and arrogance of the Persians was no less re
markable than their avidity for sensual enjoyment. They were 
fond of wine to excess ; their wives and their concubines were 
both numerous; and they adopted eagerly from foreign nations 
new fashions of luxury as well as of ornament. Even to nov
elties in religion, they were not strongly averse ; for though they 
were disciples of Zoroaster, with magi as their priests, and as. 
indispensable companions of their sacrifices, worshipping Sun, 
:l\foon, Earth, Fire, etc., and recognizing neither image, temple, 
nor altar, - yet they had adopted the voluptuous worship of the 
goddess l\fylitta from the Assyrians and Arabians. A numerous 
male offspring was the Persian's boast, and his warlike character 
and consciousness of force were displayed in the education of. 
these youths, who were taught, from five years old .to twenty, 
only three thinga, - to ride, to shoot with the bow, and to speak 
the truth.2 To owe money, or even to buy and sell, was ac
counted among the Persians disgraceful, - a sentiment which 
they defended by saying, that both the one and the other im
posed the necessity of telling falsehood. To exact tribute from 
subjects, to receive pay or presents from the king, and to give 
away without forethought whatever was not immediately wanted, 
was their mode of dealing with money. Industrious pursuits 
were left to the conquered, who were fortunate if by paying a fixed 
contribution, and sending a military contingent when required, 
they could purchase undisturbed immunity for their remaining 
concerns.a They could not thus purchase safety for the family 

1 Herodot. ix, 122. 
• The modern Persians at this day exhibit almost matchless skill in 

shooting with the firelock, as well as with the bow, on horseback. See Sir 
John Malcolm, Sketches of Persia, ch. xvii, p. 201 ; see also Kinneir, Geo
graphical Memoir of the Persian Empire, p. 32. 

3 About the attributes of the Persian character, see Herodot. i, 131-140: 
compare i, 153. 

He expresses himself very strongly as to the facility with which the 
Persians imbibed foreign customs, and especially foreign luxuries (i, 135), 

VOL. IV. 10 
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hearth, since we find instances of noble Grecian maidens torn 
from their parents for the harem of the satrap. l 

To a people of this character, whose conceptions of political 
society went no farther than personal obedience to a chief, a con
queror like Cyrus would communicate the strongest excitement 
and enthusiasm of which they were capable. Ile had found 
them slaves, and made them masters ; he was the first and 
greatest of national benefactors,2 as well as the ~ost forward 
of leaders in the field; they followed him from one conquest 
to another, during the thirty years of his reign, their love of 
empire growing with the empire itself. And this impulse of ag
grandizement continued unabated during the reigns of his three 
next successors, - Kambyses, Darius, and Xerxes, - until it was 
at length violently stifled by the humiliating defeats of Platrea and 
Salamis; after which the Persians became content with defend
ing themselves at home, and playing a secondary game. But at 
the time when Kambyses son of Cyrus succeeded to his father's 
sceptre, Persian spirit was at its highest point, and he was not 
long in fixing upon a prey both richer and less hazardous than 
the Massagetre, at the opposite extremity of the empire. Phe
nicia and Judrea being already subject to him, he resolved to 
invade Egypt, then highly flourishing under the long and pros
perous reign of Amasis. Not much pretence was needed to color 
the aggression, and the various stories which Herodotus men
tions as causes of the war, are only interesting inasmuch as they 
imply a vein of Egyptian party feeling, - affirming that the in
vasion was brought upon Amasis by a daughter of Apries, and 
was thus a judgment upon him for having deposed the latter. 
As to the manner in which she had produced this effect, indeed, 
the most contradictory stories were circulated.3 

Kambyses summoned the forces of his empire for this new 
enterprise, and among them both the Phenicians and the Asiatic 

- ~etVtKa OE v6µata IIipaat rrpoaievTal avclpCiv µa'AtaTa, - Kai evrrai'Jeia, Te 
rravToc!arra~ rrvvl'Jav6µevot l:mT71oeilovcn. 

That rigid tenacity of customs and exclusiveness of tastes, which mark 
the modem Orientals, appear to be of the growth of Mohammedanism, and 
to distinguish them greatly from the old Zoroastrian Persians. 

1 Herodot. ix, 76; Plutarch, Arta.rxerx. c. 26. 
9 Herodot. i, 210; iii, 159. 3 Herodot. iii, 1-4. 
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Greeks, JEolic as well as Ionic,1 insular as well as continental, 
nearly all the maritime force and skill of the ..ZEgean sea. He 
was apprized by a Greek deserter from the mercenaries in 
Egypt, named Phanes, of the difficulties of the march, and the 
best method of surmounting them ; especially the three days of 
sandy desert, altogether without '"·rnter, which lay between Egypt 
and Judma. By the aid of the neighboring Arabians, - with 
whom he concluded a treaty, and who were requited for this ser
vice with the title of equal allies, free from all tribute, - he was 
enabled to surmount this serious difficulty, and to reach Pelusium.. 
at the eastern mouth of the Nile, where the Ionian and Karian 
troops in the Egyptian service, as well as the Egyptian military, 
were assembled to oppose him.2 

Fortunately for himself, the Egyptian king Amasis had died 
during the interval of the Persian preparations, a few months 
before the expedition took place, - after forty-four years of un
abated prosperity. His death, at this critical moment, was prob
ably the main cause of the easy conquest which followed; his 
son Psammenitus succeeding to his crown, but neither to his 
abilities nor his influence. The result of the invasion was fore
shadowed, as usual, by a menacing prodigy, - rain falling at 
Thebes in Upper Egypt; and was brought about by a single 
victory, though bravely disputed, .at Pelusium, - followed by the 
capture of :Memphis, with the person of king Psammenitus, after 
a siege of some duration. Kambyses had sent forward a 
Mitylenrean ship to :Memphis, with heralds to summon the city; 
but the Egyptians, in a paroxysm of fury, rushed out of the 
walls, destroyed the ,·essel, and tore the crew into pieces, - a 
savage proceeding, which drew upon them severe retribution after 
the capture. Psammenitus, after being at first treated with 
harshness and insult, was at lengt-h released, and even allowed to 

1 Herodot. iii, 1, 19, 44. 
• The naJTative of Ktesias is, in rc~pcct both to the Eg-yptbn expedition 

and to the other incidents of Persian history, quite different in its details 
from that of Herodotus, agreeing only in the main events (Ktesias, Persica, 
c. 7). To blend the two together is impossible. 

Tacitus ( 1-listor. i, 11) notes the difficulty of approach for an invading 
army to Egypt: "Egyptnrn, provinciam aditu difficilem, annonre fecundam, 
superstitione ac lascivia discordem et mobilem," etc. 
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retain his regal dignity as a dependent of Persia. But being 
soon detected, or at least believed to be concerned, in raising re
volt against the conquerors, he wa.s put to death, and Egypt was 
placed under a satrap.I 

There yet lay beyond Egypt territories for Kambyses to 
conquer, - though Kyrene and Barka, the Greek colonies near 
the coast of Libya, placed themselves at once out of the reach 
of danger by sending to him tribute and submission at l\Iemphis. 
He projected three new enterprises: one against Carthage, 
by sea ; the other two, by land, against the Ethiopians, far 
to the southward up the course of the Nile, and against the 
oracle and oasis of Zeus Ammon, amidst the deserts of Libya. 
Towards Ethiopia he himself conducted his troops, but was com
pelled to bring them back without reaching it, since they were 
on the point of perishing with famine; while the division which 
he sent against the temple of Ammon is said to have been over
whelmed by a sand-storm in the desert. The expedition against 
Carthage was given up, for a reason which well deserves to be 
commemorated. The Phenicians, who formed the most efficient 
part of his navy, refused to serve against their kinsmen and col
onists, pleading the sanctity of mutual oaths as well as the ties 
both of relationship and trafllc.2 Even the frantic Kambyses was 
compelled to accept, and perhaps to respect, this honorable re
fusal, which was not imitated by the Ionic Greeks when Darius 
and Xerxes demantled the aid of their ships against Athens,
we must add, however, that they were then in a situation much 
more exposed and helpless than that in which the Phenicians 
stood before Kambyses. 

Among the sacred animals so numerous and so different 
throughout the various nomes of Egypt, the most venerated of 
all was the bull Apis. Yet such peculiar conditions were re
quired by the Egyptian religion as to the birth, the age, and the 
marks of this animal, that, when he died, it was difficult to find 
a new calf properly qualified to succeed him. l\Iuch time was 
sometimes spent in the search, and when an unexceptionable sue

1 IIerodot. iii, 10-16. About the Arabians, between Judrea antl Egypt, 
.see iii, c. 5, 88-91. 

1 Herodot. iii, 19. 
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cessor was at last found, the demonstrations of joy in Memphis 
were extravagant and universal. At the moment when Kam
byses returned to l\Iemphis from his Ethiopian expedition, full of 
humiliation for the result, it so :happened that a new Apis was 
just discovered; and as the population of the city gave vent to 
their usual festival pomp and delight, he construed it into an 
intentional insult towards his own recent misfortunes. In vain 
did the priests and magistrates explain to him the real cause of 
these popular manifestations; he persisted in his belief, punished 
some of them with death and others with stripes, and com
manded every man seen in holiday attire to be slain. Further
more, - to carry his outrage_ against Egyptian feeling to the 
uttermost pitch,-he sent for the newly-discovered Apis, and 
plunged his dagger into the side of the animal, who shortly after
wards died of the wound.l 

After this brutal deed, - calculated to efface in the minds of the 
Egyptian priests the enormities of Cheops and Chephren, and 
doubtless unparalleled in all the twenty-four thousand years of 
their anterior history, - Kambys.es lost every spark of reason 
which yet remained to him, and the Egyptians found in this visi
tation a new proof of the avenging interference of their gods. Not 
only did he commit every variety of studied outrage against the 
conquered people among whom he was tarrying, as well as their 
temples and their sepulchres, - but he also dealt his blows against 
his Persian friends and even his nearest blood-relations. Among 
these revolting atrocities, one of the greatest deserves peculiar 
notice, because the fate of the empire was afterwards materially 
affected by it. His younger brother Smerilis liad accompanied 
him into Egypt, but had been sent back to Susa, because the 
king became jealous of the admiration which his personal 
strength and qualities called fortb.2 That jealousy was aggra
vated into alarm and hatred by a dream, portending dominion 
and conquest to Smerdis ; so that the frantic Kambyses sent to 

1 Herodot. iii, 29. 
' Ktesias calls the brother Tanyoxarkes, and ·says that Cyrus had left him 

satrap, without tribute, of Baktria and the neighboring regions (Persica, c. 
8). Xenophon, in the Cyropredia, also calls him Tanyoxarkes, but gives 
him a different satrapy ( Cyropred. viii, 1, 11 ). 
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Susa secretly a confidential Persian, Prexaspes, with express or
ders to get rid of his brother. Prexaspes folfilled his commis
sion effectively, burying the slain prince with his own hands,1 
and keeping the deed concealed from all except a few of the 
chiefs at the regal residence. 

Among these few chiefs, however, there was one, the l\Iedian 
Patizeithes, belonging to the order of the l\Iagi, who saw in it a 
convenient stepping-stone for his own personal ambition, and 
made use of it as a means of covertly supplanting the dynasty 
of the great Cyrus. Enjoying the full confidence of Kambyses, 
he had been left by that prince, on departing for Egypt, in the 
entire management of the palace and treasures, with extensive 
authority.2 J\Ioreover, he happened to have a brother extremely 
resembling in person the deceased Smerdis ; and as the open 
and dangerous madness of Kambyses contributed to alienate 
from him the minds of the Persians, he resolved to proclaim this 
brother king in his room, as if it were the younger son of Cyrus 
succeeding to the disqualified elder. On one important point, 
the false Smerdis differed from the true. He had lost his ears, 
which Cyrus himself had caused to be cut off for an offence ; 
but the personal resemblance, after all, was of little importance, 
since he was seldom or never allowed to show himself to the 
people.a Kambyses, having heard of this revolt in Syria on his 
return from Egypt, was mounting his horse in haste for the pur
pose of going to suppress it, when an accident from his sword 
put an end to his life. Herodotus tells us that, before his death, 
he summoned the Persians around him, confessed that he had 
been guilty of putting his brother to death, and apprized them 
that the reigning Smerdis was only a l\Iedian pretender, - con
juring them at the same time not to submit to the disgrace of be
ing ruled by any other than a Persian and an Achremenid. But 
if it be true that he ever made known the facts, no one believed 
him. For Prexaspes, on his part, was compelled by regard to his 
own safety, to deny that he had imbrued his hands in the blood 

1 Herodot. iii, 30-62. 1 Herodot. iii, 61-63. 
3 Herodot. iii, 68-69.-" Auribus decisis vivere jubet," says Tadtus, 

about a case under the Parthian government (Annal. xii, 14),-nor have 
tbe Turkish authorities given up the infliction of it at the present moment, 
or at least down to a very recent period. 
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of a son of Cyru'l ;t and thus the opportune death of Kambyses 
placed the false Smerdis without opposition at the head of the 
Persians, who all, or for the most part, believed themselves to be 
ruled by a genuine son of Cyrus. Kambyscs had reigned for 
seven years and five months. 

For seven months did Smerdis reign without opposition, second
ed by his brother Patizeithcs; and if he manifested his distrust 
of the haughty Persians around him, by neither inviting them 
into his palace nor showing himself out of it, he at the same time 
studiously conciliated the favor of the subject provincc11, by re
mis~ion of tribute and of military service for three yeara.2 Such 
a departure from the Persian principle of government was in 
itself sufficient to disgust the warlike and rapacious Achremenids 
at Susa. But it seems that their suspicions as to his genuine 
character had never been entirely set at rest, and in the eighth 
month those suspicions were converted into certainty. Accord
ing to what seems to have been tlie Persian usage, he had taken 
to himself the entire harem of his predecessor, among whose 
wives was numbered Phmdyme, daughter of a distinguished Per
sian, named Otanes. At the instance of her father, Phredyme 
undertook the dangerous task of feeling the head of Smerdis 
while he slept, and thus dete>cted the absence of ears.3 Otanes, 
possessed of the decisive information, lost no time in concerting, 
with five other noble Acha:imenids, means for ridding themselves 
of a king who was at once a :Mede, a Magian, and a man without 
ears; 4 Darius, son of IIystaspcs, the satrap of Persis proper, 
arriving just in time to join the c<Jnspiracy as the seventh. How 
these seven noblemen slew Smerdis in his palace at Susa, - how 
they subsequently debated among themselves whether they should 
establish in Persia a monarchy, an oligarchy, or a democracy, 
11ow, after the first of the three had been resolved upon, it was de
termined that the future king, whichever he might be, should be 
bound to take his wives only from the families of the seven con

1 I-Ierodot. iii, 64-66. 1 Herodot. iii, 67. 3 Ilerodot. iii, 68-69. 
4 Herodot. iii, 69-73. upxoµdJa µev Mvrer IIlpuat, inril M~oov uvopilr µayov, 

ical rovrov Oira ov/C lx.ovror. 
Compare the description of the insupportable repugnance of the Greeks 

of Kyrene to be govemed by the lam~ Battus (IIerodot. iv, 161 ). 
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spirators, - how Darius became king, from the qircumstance of his 
horse being the first to neigh among those of the conspirators at a 
given spot, by the stratagem of the groom ffibares, - how Otanes, 
standing aside beforehand from this lottery for the throne, re
served for himself as well as for his descendants perfect freedom 
and exemption from the rule of the future king, whichsoevcr 
might draw the prize, - all these incidents may be found re
counted by Herodotus with his usual vivacity, but with no small 
addition of Hellenic ideas as well as of dramatic ornament. 

It was thus that the upright tiara, the privileged head-dress of 
the Persian kings,1 passed away from the lineage of Cyrus, yet 
without departing from the great phratry of the Achremenidre, 
to which Darius and his father IIystaspes, as well as Cyrus, be
longed. That important fact is unquestionable, and probably the 
acts ascribed to the seven conspirators are in the main true, apart 
from their discussions and intentions: But on this a.~ well as on 
other occasions, we must guard ourselves against an illusion which 
the historical manner of Herodotus is apt to create. Ile pre
sents to us with so much descriptive force the personal narra
tive, - individual action and speech, with all its accompanying 
hopes, fears, doubts, and passions, - that our attention is dis
tracted from the political bearing of what is going on; which we 
are compelled often to gather up from hints in the speeches of 
performers, or from consequences afterwards indirectly noticed. 
·when we put together all the incidental notices which he lets 
drop, it will be found that the change of sceptre from Smerdis to 
Darius was a far larger political event than his direct narrative 
would seem to announce. Smerdis represents preponderance to 
the Jl.Icdes over the Persians, and comparative degradation to 
the latter; who, by the installation of Darius, are again placed in 
the ascendent. The 1\Iedes and the 1\Iagians are in this case 
identical; for the 1\fagians, though indispensable in the capacity 
of priests to the Persians, were essentially one of the seven 1\Iedian 

1 Comp~re Aristophan. Aves, 487, with the Scholia, and Herodot. vii, 61 ; 
Arrian, iv, 6, 29. The cap of the Persians generally was loose, low, cling
ing about the head in folds; that of the king was high and erect above the 
head. See the notes of Wesseling and Schweighatiscr, upon rri/..ot U.rrayie~, 
in Ucrodot. l. c. 
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tribes.l It thus appears that though Smerdis ruled as a son of 
the great Cyrus, yet he ruled by means of Medes and l\Iagians, 
depriving the Persians of that supreme privilege and predom
inance to which they had become accustomed.2 "\Ve see this 
by what followed immediately after the assassination of Smerdis 
and his brother in the palace. The seven conspirators, ex
hibiting the bloody heads of both these victims as an evidence 
of their deed, instigated the Persians in Susa to a general mas
sacre of the !lfagians, many of whom were actually slain, and 
the rest only escaped by flight, concealment, or the hour of night. 
And the anniversary of this day was celebrated afterwards 
among the Persians by a solemnity and festival, called the Ma
gophonia ; no Magian being ever allowed on that day to appear 
in public.3 The descendants of the Seven maintained a privi
leged name and rank,4 even down to the extinction of the mon
archy by Alexander the Great. 

1 IIerodot. i, 101-120. 
2 In the speech which Herodotus puts into the mouth of Kambyses on 

his deathbed, addressed to the Persians around him in a strain of prophetic 
adjuration (iii, 65), he says: Kat on vµlv TUOe lrru;Ki/7rT(,), ihovr Tovr (3autl..71t
ovr lrrtKaAEO)V, Kat 7raUlV vµlv Kat µaAtUTa 'Axatµevtr'1fov TOiut rr:apwvat, µn 
'lrep1i&iv r7/v i/yeµovi71v aimr lr M~oovr -rreptel..i~oiiuav ·al..!..' eire ool..i,i lxovut 
avTnv KT71uaµevot (the personification of the deceased son of Cyrus), ool..i,i 
arratpdJ~vat vrril V/lf{,)V • elTe Kat u{Hvei Te<,J Karepyauaµevot, u{}tvel Kara 
TO Kaprepov uvauwuau{}at (the forcible opposition of the Medes to Darius, 
which he put down by superior force on the Persian side): compare the 
speech of Gobryas, one of the seven Persian conspirators (iii, 73 ), and that 
of Prexaspes (iii, 75); also Plato, Legg. iii, 12, p. 695. 

Heeren has taken a correct view of the reign of Smerdis the l\Iagian, 
and its political character (Ideen iiber den Verkehr, etc., der Alten ·welt, 
part i, abth. i, p. 431 ). 

3 Herodot. iii, 79. !.rrauaµevot oe Ta lyxeipiota, CKTetVOV OKOV Ttva µayov 
evptUKOV. el oe µ7/ vv; irrel..!fovua luxe, ll..trrov UV ovoiva µayov. Tavr71v Tnv 
i1pf:p11v ileparrevovut IIipuat Kotvp µal..tura ri:Jv fJµepfov. Kal iv avT~ oprnv 
µeyu"A71v uvU.yovut, " KtKA11rat vrro ITepuf:(,)V Mayotf>ovta, 

The periodical celebration of the Magophonia is attested by Ktcsias, 
one of the few points of complete agreement with Herodotus. He farther 
agrees in saying that a l\Iagian usurped the throne, through likeness of 
person to the deceased son of Cyrus, whom Kambyses had slain, - but all 
his other statements differ from Herodotus (Ktesias, 1~14). 

' Even at the battle of Arbela, - " Summre Orsines prreerat, a septem 

VOL. IV. 10* 15oc. 
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Furthermore, it appears that the authority of Darius was not 
readily acknowledged throughout the empire, and that an inter
val of confusion ensued before it became so.I The JUedes actu
ally revolted, and tried to maintain themselves by force against 
Darius, who however found means to subtlue them: though, when 
he convoked his troops from the various provinces, he did not 
receive from the satraps universal obedience. The powerful 
Orretes, especially, who had been appointed by Cyrus satrap of 
Lydia and Ionia, not only sent no troops to the aid of Darius 
against the J\1edes,2 but even took advantage of the disturbed 
state of the government to put to death his private enemy l\Iitro
bates satrap of Phrygia, and appropriate that satrapy in addition 
to his own. Aryandes also, the satrap nominated by Kambyses 
in Egypt, comported himself as the equal of Darius rather than 
as his subject.3 The subject provinces generally, to whom Smer
dis had granted remission of tribute 'and military service for the 
space of three years, were grateful and attached to his memory, 
and noway pleased with the new dynasty; moreover, the revolt 
of the Babylonians, conceived a year or two before it was exe
cuted, took its rise from the feelings of this time.4 But the 
renewal of the old conflict between the two principal sections of 
the empire, Medes and Persians, is doubtless the most important 
feature in this political revolution. The false Smerdis with his 
brother, both of them l\Iedes and 1\Iagians, had revived the 1\Ie
dian nationality to a state of supremacy over the Persian, re
calling the memory of what it had been under Astyages; while 
Darius, - a pure Persian, and not (like the mule Cyrus) half 
:Mede and half Persian, - replaced the Persian nationality in its 

Persis oriundus, ad Cyrum quoque, nobilissimum regem, originem sui refer. 
ens." (Quintus Curtius, iv, 12, 7, or iv, 45, 7, Zumpt :) compare Strabo, 
xi, p. 531 ; Florus, iii, 5, I. 

1 Herodot. iii, 127, Aapelo( - are olcle6vrc.iv ol frt rwv rrpTJyµU.rc.iv, etc.,
mention of the oapaxi/ (iii, 126, 150). 

'Herodot. iii, 126. Mera yup rov Kaµ,Bi!ue(,) 1%varov, 1w£ rwv Mu)•(,)V r1Jv 
{3a!!LA1Jl1JV, µiv(,)V l:v Tjj(!t '};{tpot(!t 'Opotr1)>, w<fieAet µev ovoev Ilip!!ar, v7r 0 
l\I~O(,)V arrapatp1]µevOV( ri)v apx~v· o Oe tv ra{m,1 Tjj Tapaxjj Kara 
/UV tKretve Mtrpo:3&.rea •••••• uAAa re nvf3pure rravrola, etc. 

a Herodot. iv, 166. ·o rli: 'Apv&.vo11r 1/v OVTO( Ti/( Aiyvrrrov vrrapxor irrril 
Kaµf3i!ue(,) 1<au11rewr. a, forip<tJ xp6v<i> rrapt!!evµevo( Aapei<i> oLE<fi-IJ{tp1J. 

'Herodot. iii, 67-150. 

http:rrpTJy�U.rc.iv
http:olcle6vrc.iv
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ascendent condition, though not without the necessity of sup
pressing by force a rebellion of the :Medes.1 

1 Herodot. i, 130. 'Aurva111r µiv vvv {3aut'Aefoar br' frw r.ivre Kat rpi~-

• Kovra, OVTW ri;r apxii~ Karer.avfJ11. MiJoot oe vrriKvij;av II€puuui Ota T~V TOV
TOV mKpor11ra •••••• 'Yuripft' µevroi ;rpov't' µereµi'A11ui re ccpi ravra r.oi~uaui, 
Kat U.rrfor11uav arro Aapefov. UTrO(JTUVTf> oe, lnrfow Kareurp[L1J>i'f11uav, µax1J 
vtK1JfJevrer· Tore ell:, tr.£ 'Aurvayeor, ol IIipuai Te Kai oKvpor lrravauravrer 
TOi<Jt M~clotut, ~pxov TO um} TOVTOV Ti/r: 'Aui71r. 

This passage - asserting that the Medes, some time after the deposition 
of Astyages and the acquisition of Persian supremacy by Cyrus, repented 
of having suffered their discontent against Astyagcs to place this suprem
acy in the hands of the Persians, revolted from Darius, and were recon
quered after a contest - appears to me to have been misnnilcrstood by 
chronologists. Dodwell, Larcher, anil lllr. Fyncs Clinton (indeed, most, if 
not all, of the chronologists) explain it as alluding to a revolt of the lllcdcs 
against the Persian king Darius Notlrns, mentioned in the Ilcllenica of 
Xenophon i, 2, 12), and belonging to the year 408 n.c. See Larcher ad 
Herodot. i, 130, and his Vie d'Hero<lote, prefixed to his translation (p. 
b:xxix); also Mr. Clinton, Fasti IIelknici, ad ann. 408 and 455, and his 
Appendix, c, 18, p. 316. 

The re\·olt of the Medes alluded to by Herodotus is, in my judgment; 
completely distinct from the revolt mentioned by Xenophon: to identify 
the two, as these eminent chronologists do, is an hypothesis not only having 
nothing to recommend it, but open to grave objection. The revolt men
tioned by Herodotus was against Darius son of Hystaspes, not against 
Darius Nothus ; and I have set forth with peculiar care the circumstances 
connected with the conspiracy and accession of the former, for the purpose 
of showing that they all decidedly imply that conflict between lllcdian and 
Persian supremacy, which Herodotus uirectly announces in the passage now 
before us. 

I. \Vhen Herodotus speaks of Darius, without any adjective designation, 
why should we imagine that he means any other than Darius the son of 
IIystaspes, on whom he dwells so copiously in his narrative~ Once only 
in the course of his history (ix, 108) another Darius (the young prince, son 
of Xerxes the :First) is mentioned; but with this exception, Darius son of 
IIystaspcs is uniformly, throughout the work, spoken of under his simple 
name: Darius Nothus is never alluded to at all. 

2. The deposition of Astyagcs took place in 559 n.c.; the beginning of 
the reign of Darius occurred in 520 n.c. ; now repentance on the part of 
the ~Icdcs, for what they had done at the former of those two epochs, might 
naturally prompt them to try to repair it in the latter. But between the 
deposition of Astyages in 559 n.c., and the revolt mentioned by Xenophon 
against Darius Nothus in 408 n.c., the interval is more than one hundred 
nutl fifty years. To ascribe a revolt wliich took place in 408 n.c., to repent
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It has already been observed t.hat the subjugation of the recu
sant l\Iedes was not the only embarrassment of the first years of 

ance for something which had occurred one hundred and fifty years before, 
is unnatural and far-fetched, if not positively inadmissihle. 

The preceding arguments go to show that the natural construction of 
the passage in Herodotus points to Darius son of Hystaspes, and not to Da
rius Noth us; but this is not all. There are yet stronger reasons why the 
reference to Darius Nothus should be discarded. 

The supposed mention, in Herodotus, of a fact so late as 408 B.c., per
plexes the whole chronology of his life and authorship. According to the 
usual statement of his biography, which every one admits, and which there 
is no reason to call in question, he was born in 484 n.c. Here, then, is an 
event alluded to in his history, which occurred when the historian was sev
enty-six years old, and the allusion to whkh he must be presumed to have 
written when about eighty years old, if not more; for his mention of the 
fact by no means implies that it was partic1ilarly recent. Those who adopt 
this view, do not imagine that he wrote his whole history at that age ; but 
they maintain that he made luter additions, of which they contend that this is 
one. I do not say that this is impossible: we know that Isokrates composed 
his Panathenaic oration at the age of ninety-four; but it must be admitted 
to be highly improbable, - a supposition which ought not to be advanced 
without some cogent proof to support it. But here no proof whatever is 
produced. Herodotus mentions a revolt of the 1\Iedes against Darius,
Xenophon also mentions a revolt of the 1\Icdes against Darius; hence, 
chronologists have taken it as a matter of course, that both authors must 
allude to the same event; though the supposition is unnatural as regards 
the text, and still more unnatural as regards the biography, of Herodotus. 

In respect to that biography, 1\Ir. Clinton appears to me to have adopted 
another erroneous opinion; in which, however, both Larcher and "\Vesseling 
are against him, though Dahlmann and Heyse agree with him. He maintains 
that the passage in Herodotus (iii, 15 ), wherein it is stated that Pausiris 
succeeded his father Amyrtreus by consent of the Persians in the govern
ment of Egypt, is to he referred to a fact which happened suhseqnent to the 
year 414 B.c., or the tenth year of Darius Nothus; since it was in that year 
that Amyrtreus acquired the government of Egypt. But this opinion rests 
altogether upon the assumption that a certain Amyrtreus, whose name and 
date occur in l\fanctho (sec Euscbius, Chronicon ), is the same person as the 
Amyrtreus mentioned in Herodotus ; which identity is not only not proved, 
but is extremely improbable, since 1\Ir. Clinton himself admits (F. II. Ap
pendix, p. 317), while maintaining the identity: "He (Amyrtreus) had 
conducted a war against the Persian government more than fifty yoors fx:fore." 
This, though not impossible, is surely very improbable; it is at least 
equally probable that the Amyrtreus of 1\Ianctho was a different person 
from (perhaps even the ffrrtnrlson of) that Amyrtreus in Herodotus, who had 
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Darius. Orretes, satrap of P11rygia, Lydia, and Ionia, ruling 
seemingly the entire western coast of Asia Minor, - possessing 
a large military force and revenue, and surrounded by a body
guard of one thousand native Persians, -maintained a haughty 
independence. He secretly made away with couriers sent to 
summon him to Susa, and even wreaked his vengeance upon 
some of the principal Persians who had privately offended him. 

carried on war against the Persians more than fifty years before; it appears 
to me, indeed, that this is the more reasonable hypothesis of the two. 

I have permitted myself to prolong this note to an unusual length, be
cause the supposed mention of such recent events in the history of Herod
otus, as those iu the reign of Darius Nothus, has introduced very gratuitous 
assumptions as to the time and manner in which that history was com
posed. It cannot be shown that there is a single event of precise and as
certained date, alluded to in his history, later than the capture of the Lac
edremonian heralds in the year 430 n.c. (Herodot. vii, 137 : see I.archer, 
Vic d'Hcrodote, p. lxxxix ) ; and this renders the composition of his.history 
as an entire work much more smooth and intelligible. 

It may be worth while to add, that whoever reads attenth·ely Herod
otus, vi, 98, -and reflects at the same time that the destruction of the 
Athenian armnment at Syracuse (the greatest of all Hellenic disasters, 
hardly inferior, for its time, to the Russi:m campaign of Napoleon, and 
especially impressive to one living at Thurii, as may be seen by the life of 
Lysias, Plutarch. Vit. x, Oratt. p. 835) happened dm;ng the reign of Da
rius Notlms in 413 n.c.,-will not readily admit tho hypothesis of additions 
made to the history during the reign of the latter, or so late as 408 n.c. 
Herodotus would hardly have dwelt so expressly and emphatically upon 
mischief done hy Greeks to each other in the reigns of Darius son of Hys
taspes, Xerxes, and Artaxerxes, if he had lived to witness the greater mis
chiefs so inflicted during the reign of Darius Nothus, and had kept his his
tory before him for the pm1lose of inserting new events. The destruction 
of the Athenians before Syracuse would hnve been a thousand times more 
striking to his imagination than the remit of the Medes against Darius 
Nothus, and would have impelled him with much greater force to alter or 
enlarge the chapter vi, 98. 

The sentiment too which Herodotus places in the mouth of Dcmaratus 
respecting the Spartans (vii, 104) appears to have been written before the 
capture of the Spmtans in Sphakteria, in 425 n.c., rather than after it: 
compare Thucycl. iv, 40. 

Dahlmann (Forschungen auf dem Gehicte der Gcschichte, vol. ii, pp. 41
47) and Ileyse (Qurestiones Herodotere, pp. 74-ii, Berlin, 1827j both pro
fess to point out six passages in Herodotus which mark events of later date 
than 430 B.c. But none of the chronological indications which they ad
duce appear to me trustworthy. 
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Darius, not thinking it prudent to attack him by open force, pro
posed to the chief Persians at Susa, the dangerous problem of 
destroying him by stratagem. Thirty among them volunteered 
to undertake it, and Bagreus, son of Artontes, to whom on drawing 
lots the task devolved, accomplished it by a manreuvre which 
might serve as a lesson to the Ottoman government, in its em
barrassments with contumacious Pashas. Having proceeded to 
Sardis, furnished with many different royal ordinances, formally 
set forth and bearing the seal of Darius, - he was presented to 
Orretes in audience, with the public secretary of the satrapy close 
at hand, and the Persian guards standing around. He preserited 
his ordinances to be read aloud by the secretary, choosing first 
those which related to matters of no great importance; but when 
he saw that the guards listened with profound reverence, and 
that the king's name and seal imposed upon them irresistibly, he 
ventured upon the real purport of hi's perilous mission. An or
dinance was handed to the secretary, and read by him aloud, 
as follows : " Persians, king Darius forbids you to serve any 
longer as guards to Orretes." The obedient guards at once deliv
ered up their spears, when Bagreus caused the final warrant to 
be read to them: " King Darius commands the Persians in Sar
dis to kill Orretes." The guards drew their swords and killed 
him on the spot: his large treasure was· conveyed to Susa: 
Darius became undisputed master, and probably Bagreus satrap.l 

Another devoted adherent, and another yet more memorable 
piece of cunning, laid prostrate before Darius the mighty walls 
and gates of the revolted Babylon. The inhabitants of that 
city had employed themselves assiduously, - both during the lax 
provincial superintendence of the false Smerdis, and during the 
period of confusion and conflict which elapsed before Darius 
became firmly established and obeyecl, - in making every prep
aration both for declaring and sustaining their independence. 
Having accumulated a large store of provisions and other requis
ites for a long siege, without previous detection, they at length 
proclaimed their independence openly. And such was the inten
sity of their resolution to maintain it, that they had recourse to 
a proceeding, which, if correctly reported by Herodotus, forms 

1 Herodot. iii, 127, 128. 
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one of the most frightful enormities recorded in his history. To 
make their provisions last out longer, they strangled all the 
women in the city; reserving only their mothers, and one woman 
to each family for the purpose of baking.I "\Ve cannot but sup
pose that this has been magnified from a partial into an universal 
destruction. Yet taking it even with such allowance, it illustrates 
that ferocious force of will, - and that predominance of strong 
nationality, combined with antipathy to foreigners, over all the 
gentler sympathies, - which seems to mark the Semitic nations, 
and which may be traced so much in the Jewish history of 
Josephus. 

Darius, assembling all the forces in his power, laid siege to the 
revolted city, but could make no impression upon it, either by force 
or by stratagem. He tried to repeat the proceeding by which 
Cyrus had taken it at first; but the besieged were found this time 
on their guard. The siege had lasted twenty months without the 
smallest progress, and the Babylonians derided the besiegers 
from the height of their impregnable walls, when a distinguished 
Persian nobleman Zopyrus, - son of l\Iegabyzus, who had been 
one of the seven conspirators against Smerdis, - presented him
self one day before Darius in a state of frightful mutilation: his 
nose and ears were cut off, and his body misused in every way. 
He had designedly so maimed himself, "thinking it intolerable 
that Assyrians should thus laugh the Persians to scorn," 2 in the 
intention which he presently intimated to Darius, of passing into 
the town as a deserter, with a view of betraying it, - for which 
purpose measures were concerted. The Babylonians, seeing a 
Persian of the highest rank in so calamitous a condition, readily 
believed his assurance, that he had been thus punished by the 
king's order, and that he came over to them as the only means 
of procuring for himself single vengeance. They intrusted him 
with the command of a detachment, with which he gained several 
advantages in different saliies, according to previous concert with 
Darius, until at length, the confidence of the Babylonians becom

1 Hcrodot. iii, 150. 
Herodot. iii, 155. oeivov Tl 1rOttVµevo,, ,Acravpiov, ITip<J\/(Jl Karayel.17v. 

Compare the speech of l\Iardonius, vii, 9. 
The horror of Darius, at the first sight of Zopyrus in this condition, is 

strongly dramatized by Herodotus. 

I 
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ing unbounded, they placed in his hands the care of the principal 
gates. At the critical moment these gates were thrown open, 
and the Persians became masters of the city.I 

Thus was the impregnable Babylon a second time reduced,2 
and Darius took precautions on this occasion to put it out of con
dition for resisting a third time. He caused the walls and gates 
to be demolished, and three thousand of the principal citizens to 
be crucified : the remaining inhabitants were left in the dis
mantled city, fifty thousand women being levied by assessment 
upon the neighboring provinces, to supply the place of the 
women strangled when it first revolted.3 Zopyrus was ap

1 Hcrodot. iii, 154-158. 
• Ktcsias represents the revolt and recapture of Babylon to have taken 

place, not under Darius, but under his son and successor Xerxes. He says 
that the Babylonians, revolting, slew their satrap Zopyrus; that they were 
besieged by Xerxes, and that Megabyzus son of Zopyrus caused the city to 
be taken by practising that very stratagem which Herodotus ascribes to 
Zopyrus himself (Persiea, c. 20-22). 

'l'his seems inconsistent with the fact, that Mcgabyzus was general of the 
l'crsian army in Egypt in the war with the Athenians, about 460 n.c. 
(Diodor. Sic. xi, 75-77): he would hardly have been sent on active service 
had he been so fca1fully mutilated; moreover, the whole story of Ktesias 
appears to me far less probable than that of Herodotus; for on this, as on 
other occasions, to blend the two together is impossible. 

• Herodot. iii, 159, 160. "From the women thus introduced (says Herod· 
otus) the present Babylonians are sprung." 

To crucify suhdued revolters by thousands is, fortunately, so little in 
harmony with modem European manners, that it may not be amiss to 
strengthen the confidence of the reader in the accuracy of Herodotus, by 
producing an analogous narrative of incidents far more recent. Voltaire 
gives, from the MS. of General Lefort, one of the principal and confiden
tial officers of Peter the Great, the following account of the suppression of 
the revolted Strclitzes at Mo~cow, in 1698: these Strclitzcs were the old 
native militia, or Janissaries, of the Russian Czars, opposed to all the re
forms of Peter. 

"Pour etouffcr ccs troubles, le czar part secretement cle Vicnne, arrive 
enfin a J\foseou, ct surprend tout le monde par sa presence : ii recompense 
les troupes qni ont vain cu lcs Strelitz: Jes prisons etaicnt plcines de ces 
malheureux. Si !cur crime etait grand, le chiltiment le fut aussi. Leurs 
chefs, plusieurs ofiiciers, ct quclques prctrcs, fnrcnt condamncs a la mort: 
qnelques-nns furcnt rones, dcux femmes enterrecs vives. On pendit autour 
des mnrnillcs de la ville et on fit perir dans d'autrcs supplices dcux mille 
Strelitz: !curs corps resterent dPux jours exposes sur !cs grands chcmins, 
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pointed satrap of the territory for life, with enjoyment of its 
entire revenues, receiving besides every additional reward which 
it was in the power of Darius to bestow, and generous assurances 
from the latter that he would rather have Zopyrus without 
wounds than the possession of Babylon. I have already inti
mated in a former chapter that the demolition of the walls here 
mentioned is not to be regarded as complete and continuous, nor 
was tliere any necessity that it should be so. Partial demolition 
would be quite sufficient to leave the city without defence ; and 
the description given by Herodotus of the state of things as they 
stood at the time of his visit, proves that portions of the walls 
yet subsisted. One circumstance is yet to be added in reference 
to the subsequent condition of Babylon under the Persian em
pire. The city with the territory belonging to it constituted a 
satrapy, which not only paid a larger tribute (one thousand 
Euboic talents of silver) and contributed a much larger amount 
of provisions in kind for the maintenance of the Persian court, 
than any other among the twenty satrapies of the empire, but 
furnished besides an annual supply of five hundred eunuch 
youths.I ·we may presume that this was intended in part as a 
punishment for the past revolt., since the like obligation was not 
imposed upon any other satrapy. 

Thus firmly established on the throne, Darius occupied it for 
thirty-six years, and his reign was one of organization, different 
from that of his two predecessors ; a difference which the Per
sians well understood and noted, calling Cyrus the father, Kam
byses the master, and Darius the retail-trader, or huckster.2 In 

et surtout autour du monastCre ou residaient les princesses Sophie et Eu
doxe. On erigea des colonnes de pien·e ou le crime et le cht1timent furent 
graves. Un tres-grand nombre qui avaient lcurs femmes et lcurs enfans 
furent disperses avec Ieurs familles dans Ia Siherie, clans le royaume d'As· 
trakhan, dans le pays d'Azof: par la du moins leur punition fut utile a 
l'etat: ils scrvircnt a defricher des ten·es qui manquaient d'habitans et de 
culture." (Voltaire, Histoire de Russie,part i, ch. x, tom. 31, of the CEuvres 
Completes de Voltaire, p. 148, ed. Paris, 1825.) 

1 Herodot. iii, 92. 
1 Hcrouot. iii, 89. ·what the Persian denomination was, which Herodo

tus or his informants translated Karr1JA.or, we do not know; but this latter 
word was used often by Greeks to signify a cheat, or deceiver generally: see 
Etymologic. Magn. p. 490, 11, and Suida.~, v. Karr1Jl.oi;-. 'O d'AicrxvA.oi;- Ta 

http:Karr1Jl.oi
http:Karr1JA.or
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the mouth of the Persians this latter epithet must be construed 
as no insignificant compliment, since it intimates that he was the 
first to intro<luce some metho<lical or<ler into the imperial admin
istration and finances. Un<ler the two former kings there was 
no definite amount of tribute levied upon the subject provinces: 
which furnished what were called presents, sultlect to no fixed 
limit except such as might be satisfactory to the satrap in each 
district. But Darius - succeeding as he did to Smerdis, who 
had rendered himself popular with the provinces by large finan
cial exemptions, and having farther to encounter jealousy and 
disrntisfaction from Persians, his former equals in rank - prob
ably felt it expedient to relieve the provinces from the burden 
of undefined exactions. Ile distributed the whole empire into 
twenty departments, imposing upon each a fixed annual tax, and 
a fixed contribution for the mainte,nance of the court. This 
must doubtless harn been a great improvement, though the limi
tation of the sum which the Great King at Susa would require, 
did not at all prevent the satrap in his own province from in
definite requisitions beyond it. The latter was a little king, 
who acted nearly as he pleased in the internal administration 
of his proyince, - subject only to the necessity of sending up the 
imperial tribute, of keeping off foreign enemies, and of furnishing 
an adequate military contingent for the foreign cntcrp1·ises of 
the Great King. To every satrap was attached a royal secre
tary, or comptroller, of the revenue,' who probably managed the 
imperial finances in the province, and to whom the court of Susa 
might perhaps look as a watch upon the satrap himself. It is 
not to be supposed that the Persian authorities in any province 
meddled with the details of taxation, or contribution, as they 
bore upon individuals. The court having fixed the entire sum 
payable by the satrapy in the aggregate, the satrap or the secre

oo/,ia 'lt'al'Ta IWAti KU'lt'1JAa- .. Kft'lt'l/All 'lt'poarji[p/,JV rexl'~/tarn." (JEschylus, 
]fragment. 328, ed. Dindorf: C'Omparc Enripid. llippolyt. 953.) 

1 Ilcrodot. iii, 128. This division of power, and double appointment by 
the Great King, appears to have been retained until the close of the Per
sian empire: see Quintus Curtius, v, 1, 17-20 (v, 3, 19-21, Zumpt). The 
present Turkish govemment nominates a Defterdar as finance administra
tor in each province, with authority derived directly from itself, and pro
fo~sedly independent of the Pacha. 
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tary apportioned it among the various component districts, towns, 
or provinces, leaving to the local authorities in each of these 
latter the task of assessing it upon individual inhahitants. From 
necessity, therefore, as well as from indolence of temper and 
political incompetence, the Per:;ians were compelled to respect 
authorities which they found standing both in town and country, 
and to leave in their hands a large measure of genuine influence ; 
frequently overruled, indeed, by oppressive interference on the 
part of the satrap, whenever any of his passions prompted, 
but never entirely superseded. In the important towns and sta
tions, Persian garrisons were usually kept, and against the 
excesses of the military there was prohably little or no protec
tion to the subject people. Yet still, the provincial govemments 
were allowed to continue, and often even the petty kings who 
had governed separate districts <luring their state of indepen
dence prior to the Persian conquest, retained their title and dig
nity as tributaries to the court of Susa.I The empire Qf the 
Great King was thus an aggregate of heterogeneous elements, 
connected together by no tie except that of common fear and 
subjection, - noway coherent nQr self-supporting, nor }Jervaded 
by any common system or spirit of nationality. It resembled, in 
its main political features, the Turkish and Persian empires of 
the present day,2 though distinguished materially by the many 
differences arising out of :Mohammedanism and Christianity, aml 
apparently not reaching the same extreme of rapacity, corruption, 
and cruelty in detail. 

Darius distributed the Persian empire into twenty satrapies, 
each including a certain continuous territory, and one or more 
nations inhabiting it, the names of which Herodotus sets forth. 
The amount of tribute payable by each satrapy was determined: 
payable in gold, according to the Euboic talent, by the Indians 
in the easternmost satrapy, - in silver, according to the Baby
lonian, or larger talent, by the remaining ·nineteen. Herodotus 
computes the ratio of gold to silver as 13 : 1. From the nine
teen satrapies which paid in silver, there was levied annually 

1 Herodot. iii, 15. 
1 Respecting the administration of the modem Persian empire, see Kin

neir, Geogrnph. Memoir of Persia, pp. 29, 43, 47. 
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the sum of seven thousand seven hundred and forty Babylonian 
talents, equal to something about two million nine hundred and 
sixty-four thousand pounds sterling: from the Indians, who alone 
paid in gold, there was received a sum equal (at the rate of 
1 : 13) to four thousand six hundred and eighty Euboic talents 
of silver, or to about one million two hundred and ninety thousand 
pounds sterling.I 

To explain how it happened that this one satrapy was charged 
with a sum equal to two-fifths of the aggregate charge on the 

1 Hcrodot. iii, 95. The text of Herodotus contains an erroneous sum
ming up of items, which critics have no means of correcting with certainty. 
Nor is it possible to trust the large sum which he hllcges to have been 
levied from the Indians, though all the other items, i1wlmlcd in the nine
teen silver-paying divisions, seem within the probitble truth; and indeed 
both Hennell and Hobertson think the \otal too small : the charges on 
some of the satrapics are decidedly smaller than the reality. 

The vast smn of fif:y thousand talents is said to have been found 
by Alexander the Great, bid up by successive kings at Susa alone, besides 
the treasures nt Persepolis, l'asargadm, and elsc\vhcre (Arrian, iii, 16, 12; 
Plutarch, Alcxand. 3i). Presuming these talents to be Babylonian or 
.lEginman talents (in the proportion 5: 3 to Attic talents), fifty thousand 
talents would be cq ual to nineteen million pounds sterling; if they were Attic 
talents, it would he equal to eleven million six hundred thousand pounds 
sterling. The statements of Diodorus give even mt1ch larger sums (xvii, 
66-71 : compare Curtius, v, 2, 8; v, 6, 9; Strabo, xv, p. 730). It is plain 
that the numerical affirmations were different in different authors, and one 
cannot pretend to pronounce on the trustworthiness of such large figures 
without knowing more of the original returns on which they were founded. 
That there were prodigious sums of gold and silver, is quite unquestion
able. Respecting the statement of the Persian revenue given hy Herodotus, 
see Boeckh, l\Ietrologie, ch. v, 1-2. 

Amedee Jaubert, in 1806, estimated the population of the modem Per
sian empire at about seven million souls; of which about six million were 
settled population, the rest nomadic: he also estimated the Schah's revenue 
at about two million nine hundred thousand tomans, or one million 
five hundred thousand pounds sterling. Others calculated the population. 
higher, at nearer twelve million souls. Kinneir gives the revenue at some
thing more than three million pounds sterling: he thinks that the whole 
territory between the Euphrates and the Indus does not contain above 
eighteen millions of souls (Geogr. Memoir of Persia, pp. 44-47: compare 
Ritter, West Asien, Abtheil. ii, Abschn. iv. pp. 879-889), 

The modem Persian empire contains not so much as the eastern half 
of the ancient, which covered all Asiatic Turkey and Egypt besides. 
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other nineteen, Herodotus dwells upon the vast population, the 
extensive territory, and the abundant produce in gold, among 
those whom he calls Indians, - the easternmost inhabitants of 
the earth, since beyond them tbere was nothing hut uninhabit
able sand, - reaching, as far as we can make it out, from Baktria 
southward along the Indus to its mouth, but how far eastward 
we cannot determine. Darius is said to have undertaken an 
expedition against them and subdued them : moreover, he is 
affirmed to have constructed and despatched vessels down the 
Indus, from the city of Kaspatyri and the territory of the Pak
tyes, in its upper regions, all the way down to its mouth: then 
into the Indian ocean, round the peninsula of Arabia, and up 
the Red: Sea to Egypt. The ships were commanded by Skylax, 
-a Greek of Karyanda on the southwestern coast of Asia 
:Minor; 1 who, if this statement be correct, executed a scheme 
of nautical enterprise not only one hundred and seventy years 
earlier, but also far more extensive, than the famous voyage of 
Nearchus, admiral of Alexander the Great,- since the latter 
only went from the Indus to the Persian gulf. The eastern 
portions of the Persian empire remained so unknown and un
visited until the 1\Iacedonian invasion, that we are unable to 
criticize these isolated statements of Herodotus. None of the 
Persian kings subsequent to Darius appear to liave visited them, 
and whether the prodigious sum demandable from them accord
ing to the Persian rent-roll was ever regularly levied, may rea
sonably be doubted. At the same time, we may reasonably 
believe that the mountains in the northern parts of Persian 
India - Cabul and Little Thibet - were at that time extremely 
productive in gold, and that quantities of that metal, such ~s 

now appear almost fabulous, ma_y have been often obtained. It 
appears that the produce of gold in all parts of the earth, as far 

1 llerodot. iii, 102, iv, 44. See the two Excursus of Buhr on these two 
chapters, vol. ii, pp. 648-6il of his edjt. of Herodotus. 

It ce1tainly is singular that neither Nearchus, nor Ptolemy, nor Aristo
bulus, nor Arrian, take any notice of this remarkable voyage distinctly 
asserted bv Herodotus to have been accomplished. Such silence, however, 
affords n~ sufficient reason for calling the narrative in question. The 
attention of the Persian kings, successors to Darius, came to be far more 
occupied with the western than with the eastern portions of their empire. 
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as hitherto known, iil obtained exclusively near the surface; so 
that a country once rich in that metal may well have been 
exhausted of its whole supply, and left at a later period without 
any gold at all. 

Of the nineteen silver-paying satrapies, the most heavily im
posed was Babylonia, which paid one thousand talents: the next 
in amount of charge was Egypt, paying seven hundred talents, 
besides the produce of the fish from the lake of l\I~ris. The re

• 	 maining satrapies varied in amount, down as low as one hundred 
and seventy talents, which was the sum charged on the seventh 
i:atrapy (in the enumeration of Herodotus), comprising the Sat
tagydre, the Gandarii, the Dodik:e, and the Aparytre. The 
Ionians, ..:Eolians, l\Iagnesians on the l\Ireander, and on l\Iount 
Sipylus, Karians, Lykians, l\Iilyans, and Pamphylians, - includ
ing the coast of Asia l\Iinor, southward of Kane, and from 
thence round the southern promontory to Phaseiis, - were rated 
as one division, paying four hundred talents. But we may be 
sure that much more than this was really taken from the people, 
when we read that l\Iagnesia alone afterwards paid to Themis
tokles a revenue of fifty talents annually.l The l\Iysians and 
Lydians were included, with some others, in another division, 
and the Hellespontine Greeks in a third, with Phrygians, Bithy
nians, Paphlagonians, l\Iariandynians, and Syrians, paying three 
hundred and sixty talents, - nearly the same as was paid by 

· Syria proper, Phenicia, and J udma, with the island of Cyprus. 
Independent of this regular tribute, and the undefined sums ex
torted over and above it,2 there were some dependent nations, 
which, though exempt from tribute, furnished occasional sums 
called presents ; and farther contributions were exacted for the 
maintenance of the vast suite who always personally attended 
the king. One entire third of this last burden was borne by Baby
lonia alone in consequence of its exuberant fertility.3 It was 
paid in produce, as indeed the peculiar productions of every part 
of the empire seem to have been sent up for the regal consumption. 

1 Thucyd. i, 138. 	 2 Hcrodot. iii, 117. 
8 Herodot. i, 192. Compare the description of the dinner and supper of 

the Great King, in Polyrenus, iv, 3, 32 ; also Ktesias and Deinon ap . .A.the· 
nreum, ii, p. 67. 
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However imperfectly we are now able to follow the geograph
ical distribution of the subject nations as given by Herodotus, 
it is extremely valuable as the only professed statistics remain
ing, of the entire Persian empire. The arrangement of satrapies, 
which he describes, underwent modification in subsequent times; 
at least it does not harmonize with various statements in the An
abasis of Xenophon, and in other authors who recount Persian 
affairs belonging to the fourth century B.c. But we find in 
no other author except Herodotus any entire survey and distri
bution of the empire. It is, indeed, a new tendency which now 
manifests itself in the Persian Darius, compared with his prede
cessors: not simply to conquer, to extort, and to give away, 
but to do all this with something like method and system,1 and 
to define the obligations of the satraps towards Susa. Another 
remarkable example of the same tendency is to be found in the 
fact, that Darius was the first Persian king who coined money: his 
coin, both in gold and silver, the Daric, was the earliest produce 
of a Persian mint.2 The revenue, as brought to Susa in metallic 
money of various descriptions, w.as melted down separately, and 
poured in a fluid state into jars or earthenware vessels; when 
the metal had cooled and hardened, the jar was broken, leaving 
a standing solid mass, from which portions were cut off as the oc

1 Plato, Legg. iii, 12, p. 695. 
• Hcrodot. iv, 166; Plutarch, Kirnon, 10. 
The gold Daric, of the weight of two Attic drachmre (Stntcr Daricus), 

equivalent to twenty Attic silver drachmre (Xenoph. Anab. i, 7, 18), would 
be about l 6s. 3d. English. But it seems doubtful whether that ratio between 
gold and silver (IO: I) can be reckoned upon as the ordinary ratio in the 
fifth and fourth centuries n.c. Mr. H us5ey calculates the golden Daric as 
equal to £1, ls. 3d. English (Hussey, Essay on the Ancient ·weights and 
Money, Oxford, 1836, ch. iv, s. 8, p. 6B; ch. vii, s. 3, p. 103). 

I cannot think, with Mr. Hussey, that there is any reason for believing 
either the name or the coin Daric to be older than Darius son of Hystaspes. 
Compare Boeckh, Metrologie, ix, 5, p. 129. 

Particular statements respecting the value of gold and silver, us ex
changed one against the other, are to be received with some reserve as the 
basis of any general estimate, since we have not the means of comparing a 
great many such statements together. For the process of coinage was 
imperfectly performed, and the different pieces, both of gold and silver, in 
circulation, differed materially in weight one with the other. Herodotus 
gives the ratio of gold to silver as 13 : I. 
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casion required.I And in addition to these administrative, finan
cial, and monetary arrangements, of which Darius was the first 
originator, we may probably ascribe to him the first introduction 
of that system of roads, resting-places, and permanent relays of 
couriers, which connected both Susa and Ekbatana with the dis
tant portions of the empire. Herodotus describes in considerable 
detail the imperial road from Sardis to Susa, a journey of ninety 
days, crossing the IIalys, the Euphrates, the Tigris, the Greater 
and Lesser Zab, the Gyndes, and the Choaspes. And we may 
see by this account that in his time it was kept in excellent order, 
with convenience for travellers.2 

It was Darius also who first completed the conquest of the 
Ionic Greeks by the acquisition of the important island of Samos. 
That island had maintained its independence, at the time when 
the Persian general Harpagus effected the conquest of Ionia. It 
did not yield voluntarily when Chios and Lesbos submitted, and 
the Persians had no fleet to attack it ; nor had the Phenicians 
yet been taught to round the Triopian cape. Indeed, the depres
sion which overtook the other cities of Ionia, tended rather to 
the aggrandizement of Samos, under the energetic and unscru
pulous despotism of Polykrates. That ambitious Samian, about 
ten years after the conquest of Sardis by Cyrus (seemingly be
tween 536- 532 n.c.), contrived to seize by force or fraud the 
government of his native island, with the aid of his brothers 
Pantagnotus and Syloson, and a small band of conspirators.3 At 
first, the three brothers shared the supreme power; but presently 
Polykrates put to death Pantagnotus, banished Syloson, and 
made himself despot alone. In this station, his ambition, his 
perfidy, and his good fortune, were alike remarkable. He con

1 IIcrodot. iii, 96. 
2 Ilerodot. v, 52-53 ; viii, 98. "It appears to be a favorite idea with all 

barbarous princes, that the badness of the roads adds considerably to the 
natural strength of their dominions. The Turks and Persians are un
doubtedly of this opinion: the public highways are, therefore, neglected, 
and particularly so towards the frontiers." (Kinneir, Geog. Mem. of Pers. 
p. 	43.) 

The description of Herodotus contrasts favorably with the picture here 
given by Mr. Kinneir. 

a Herodot. iii, 120. 
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quered several of the neighboring islands, and even some towns 
on the mainland ; he carried on successful war against l\Iiletus ; 
and signally defeated the Lesbian ships which came to assist 
l\IilCtus; he got together a force of one hundred armed ships 
called pentekonters, and one thousand mercenary bowmen, 
aspiring to nothing less than the dominion of Ionia, with. the 
islands in the .iEgean. Alike terrible to friend and foe by his 
indiscriminate spirit of aggression, he acquired a naval power 
which seems at that time to have been the greatest in the Grecian 
world.I He had been in intimate alliance with Amasis, king of 
Egypt, who, however, ultimately broke with him. Considering 
his behavior towards allies, such rupture is not at all surprising; 
but Herodotus ascribes it to the alarm which Amasis conceived 
at the uninterrupted and superhuman good fortune of Poly
krates, - a degree of good fortune sure to draw down ultimately 
corresponding intensity of suffering from the hands of the en
vious gods. Indeed, Herodotus, - deeply penetrated with this 
belief in an ever-present nemesis, which allows no man to be 
very happy, or long happy, with impunity, - throws it into the ' 
form of an epistolary warning from Amasis to Polykrates, ad
·vising him to inflict upon himself some seasonable mischief or 
suffering; in order, if possible, to avert the ultimate judgment, 
to let blood in time, so that the plethora of happiness might not 
end in apoplexy.2 Pursuant to such counsel, Polykrates threw 
into the sea a favorite ring, of matchless price and beauty; but 
unfortunately, in a few days, the ring reappeared in the belly of 
a fine fish, which a fisherman had sent to him as a present. 
Amasis now foresaw that the final apoplexy was inevitable, and 
broke off the alliance with Polykrates without delay, - a well
known story, interesting as evidence of ancient belief, and not 
less to be noted as showing the power of that belief to beget 
fictitious details out of real characters, such as I have already 
touched upon in the history of Solon and Crresus, and else
where. 

t Herodot. iii, 39; Thucyd. i, 13. 
! Herodot. iii, 40--42 .••• fiv oe µ~ lval./,il; ~OT/ TWITO 1'0VTOV al tVTVXtat 1'0t 

TOtaVTaun rra:&aiat npoa1t'lrr1'(,)(jt, Tpom,J Tii> lg l1uv V1t'OKetµ€vr,i a"€ 0: com
pare vii, 203, and i, 32. 
~~~ 11 l~~ 



HISTORY OF GI:EECE.242 

The facts mentioned by Herodotus rather lead us to believe 
that it was Polykrates, who, with characteristic faithlessness, broke 
off his friendship with Amasis ;I finding it suitable to his policy 
to cultivate the alliance of Kambyses, when that prince was pre
paring for his invasion of Egypt. In that invasion, the Ionic 
subjects of Persia were called upon to serve, and Polykrates, 
deeming it a good opportunity to rid himself of some Samian 
malcontents, sent to the Persian king to tender auxiliaries from 
himself. Kambyses, having eagerly caught at the prospect of 
aid from the first naval potentate in the 1Egean, forty Samian 
triremes were sent to the Nile, having on board the suspected 
persons, as well as conveying a secret request to the Persian 
king that they might never be suffered to return. Either they 
never went to Egypt, however, or they found means to escape ; 
very contradictory stories had reaqhed Herodotus. But they 
certainly returned to Samos, attacked Polykrates at home, and 
were driven off by his superior force without making any impres
sion. Whereupon they repaired to Sparta to entreat assist

• ance.2 
We may here notice the gradually increasing tendency in the 

Grecian world to recognize Sparta as something like a head, pro
tector, or referee, in cases either of foreign danger or internal 
dispute. The earliest authentic instance known to us, of appli
cation to Sparta in this character, is that of Crresus against 
Cyrus : next, that of the Ionic Greeks against the latter: the 
instance of the Samians now before us, is the third. The impor
tant events connected with, and consequent upon, the expulsion 
of the Peisistratidoo from Athens, manifesting yet more formally 
the headship of Sparta, occur fifteen years after the present 
event; they have been already recounted in a previous chapter, 
and serve as a farther proof of progress in the same direction. 
To watch the growth of the8e new political habits, is essential to 
a right understanding of Grecian history. 

On reaching Sparta, the Samian exiles, borne down with de
spondency and suffering, entered at large into the particulars of 
their case. Their long speaking annoyed instead of moving the 

1 Herodot. iii, 44. 9 Ilerodot. iii, 44. 



SPARTA..~ EXPEDITION AGAINST POLYKRATES. 243 

Spartans, who said, or are made to say: "1Ve have forgotten 
the first part of the speech, and the last part is unintelligible to 
us." Upon which the Samians appeared the next day, simply 
with an empty wallet, Etaying: " Our wallet lias no meal in it." 
"Your wallet is superfluous," (said the Spartans;) i'. e. the words 
would have been sufficient without it.I The aid which they im
plored was granted. • 

We are told that both the Lacedmmonians and the Corin
thians, - who joined them in the expedition now conte.mplated, 
-had separate groundil of quarrel with the Samians,2 which 
operated as a more powerful motive than the simple desire to 
aid the suffering exiles. But it rather seems that the subse
quent Greeks generally construed the Lacedmmonian interference 
against Polykrates as an example of standing Spartan hatred 
against despots. Indeed, the only facts which we know, to sus
tain this anti-despotic sentiment for which the Lacedmmonians 
had credit, are, their proceedings against Polykrates and IIip
pias; there may have been other analogous cases, but we cannot 
specify them with certainty. However this may be, a joint 
Lacedremonian and Corinthian force accompanied the exiles 
back to Sarnos, and assailed Polykrates in the city. They did 
their best to capture it, for forty days, and were at one time on 
the point of succeeding, but were finally obliged to retire with
out any success. "The city would have been taken," says Her
odotus, "if all the Lacedremonia.ns had acted like Archias and 
Lykopas," - who, pressing closely upon the retreating Samians, 
were shut within the town-gates, and perished. The historian 
had heard this exploit in personal conversation with Archias, 
grandson of the person above mentioned, in the deme Pitana at 
Sparta, -whose father had been named Samius, and who 
respected the Samians above any other Greeks, bec.1wse they 
had bestowed upon the two brave warriors, slain within their 
town, an honorable and public funeral.3 It is rarely that Herod
otus thus specifies his informants: had he done so more frequently, 
the value as well a.3 the interest of his history would have been 
material! y increased. 

1 Herodot. iii, 46. rfil -&v°AuK<,J ?repie[pyaa&ai. 

2 Hcrodot. iii, 47, 48, 52. 3 IIerodot. iii, 54-56. 
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On the retirement of the Lacedremonian force, the Samian 
exiles were left destitute; and looking out for some community 
to plunder, weak as well as rich, they pitched upon the island of 
Siphnos. The Siphnians of that day were the wealthiest island
ers in the lEgean, from the productiveness of their gold and 
silver mines, -the produce of which was annually distributed 
among the citizens, reserving a tithe for the Delphian temple.1 
Their treasure-chamber was among the most richly furnished of 
which that holy place could boast, and they themselves, probably, 
in these times of early prosperity, were numbered among the 
most brilliant of the Ionic visitors at the Delian festival. The 
Samians landing at Siphnos, demanded a contribution, under the 
name of a loan, of ten talents : which being refused, they pro
ceeded to ravage the island, inflicting upon the inhabitants a 
severe defeat, and ultimately extorting from them one hundred 
talents. They next purchased from the inhabitants of Hermione, 
in the Argolic peninsula, the neighboring island of Hydrea, fa
mous in modern Greek warfare. But it appears that their plans 
must l1ave been subsequently changed, for, instead of occupying· 
it, they placed it under the care of the Trrezenians, and repaired 
themselves to Krete, for the purpose of expelling the Zakynthian 
settlers at Kydunia. In this they succeeded, and were induced to 
establish themselves in that place. But after they had remained 
there five years, the Kretans obtained naval aid from lEgina, 
whereby the place was recovered, and the Samian intruders 
finally sold into slavery.2 

Such was the melancholy end of the enemies of Polykrates: 
meanwhile, that despot himself was more powerful and prosperous 
than ever. Samos, under him, was "the first of all cities, Hel
lenic or barbaric :3" and the great works admired by Herod
otus in the island,4- an aqueduct for the city, tunnelled through 
a mountain for the length of seven furlongs, - a mole to protect 
the harbor, two furlongs long and twenty fathoms deep, and the 
vast temple of Here, may probably have been enlarged and com

1 Ilcrodot. iii, 57. VTJr;twdwv µa'Atr;ra br'Aovrcov. 
• Hcrodot. iii, 58, 59. 

. 3 Herodot. iii, 139. rro'Aiwv rrar;iwv rrpc:iTTJV 'EA.'A17vi&wv Kat (3ap(3apwv. 
' Herodot. iii, 60. 
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pleted, if not begun, by him. Aristotle quotes the public works 
of Polykrates as instances of the profound policy of despots, to 
occupy as well as to impoverish their subjects.I The earliest of 
all Grecian thalassokrats, or sea-kings, - master of the greatest 
naval force in the .lEgean, as well as of many among its islands, 
- he displayed his love of letters by friendship to Anakreon, 
and his piety by consecrating to the Delian Apollo'.! the neighbor
ing island of Rheneia. But while thus outshining all his contem
poraries, victorious over Sparta and Corinth, and projecting 
farther aggrandizement, he was precipitated on a sudden into the 
abyss of ruin ;3 and that too, as if to demonstrate unequivocally 
the agency of the envious gods, not from the revenge of any 
of his numerous victims, but from the gratuitous malice of a 
stranger whom he had never wronged and never even seen. The 
Persian satrap Orootes, on the neighboring mainland, conceived 
an implacable hatred against him: no one could tell why,- for 
he had no design of attacking the island; and the trifling reasons 
conjecturally assigned, only prove that the real reason, whatever 
it might be, was unknown. Availing himself of the notorious 
ambition and cupidity of Polykrates, Orretes sent to Samos a 
messenger, pretending that his life was menaced by Kambyses, 
and that he was anxious to make his escape with his abundant 
treasures. He proposed to Polykrates a share in this treasure, 
sufficient to make him master of all Greece, as far as that object 
could be achieved by money, provided the Samian prince would 
come over to convey him away. 1\Ireandrius, secretary of Poly
krates, was sent over to 1\Iagnesia on the 1\Ireander, to make 
inquiries; ·he there saw the satrap with eight large coffers full of 
gold, - or rather apparently so, being in reality full of stones, 
with a layer of gold at the top,4-tied up ready for departure. 
The cupidity of Polykrates was not proof against so rich a bait: 
he crossed over to 1\Iagnesia with a considerable suite, and thus 
came into the power of Orretes, in spite of the warnings of his 

1 Aris tot. Polit. v, 9, 4. rwv 7rept l:aµov lpya IToA.vKpareta • 7ravra yilp 
Tavra clvvarat rahrov, aa,toA.iav Kat 7reviav TWV ap,toµivwv. 

1 Thucyd. i, 14, iii, 104. 3 Herodot. iii, 120. 
' Compare the trick of Hannibal at Gortyn in Krete,- Cornelius Nepos 

(Hannibal, c. 9). 
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prophets and the agony of his terrified daughter, to whom his 
approaching fate l1ad been revealed in a dream. The satrap 
slew him and crucified his body ; releasing all the Samians who 
accompanied him, with an intimation that they ought to thank 
him for procuring them a free government, - but retaining both 
the foreigners and the slaves as prisoners.l The death of Orcetes 
himself, which ensued shortly afterwards, has already been de
scribed. It is considered by Herodotus as a jmlgment for his 
flagitious deed in the case of PolykratGs.2 

At the departure of the latter from Samos, in anticipation of a 
speedy return, l\Imandrius had been left as his lieutenant at Samos; 
and the unexpected ('Utastrophc of Polyhates filled him with sur
prise and consternation. Though possessed of the fortresses, the 
sol<liers, and the treasures, which hacl constituted the machinery 
of his powerful master, he knew thq risk of trying to employ 
them on his own account. Partly from this apprehension, partly 
from the genuine political morality which prevailed with more or 
less force in every Grecian bosom, he rcsolyed to lay down hi;; 
authority and enfranchise the island. "Ile wished (says the 
historian, in a remarkable phrase)3 to act like the justest of men; 
but he was not allowed to do so." His first proceeding was to 
erect in the suburbs an altar in honor of Zeus Eleutherius, and 
to inclose a piece of ground as a precinct, which still existed 
in the time of Herodotus: he next convened an assembly of the 
Samians. "You know (says he) that the whole power of Poly
krates is now in my hands, nor is there anything to hinder me 
from continuing to rule over you. Nevertheless, what I condemn 
in another I will not do myself, - and I have al1vays disapproved 
of Polykrates, and others like him, for seeking to rule over men 
as good as themselves. Now that Polykratcs has come to the 
end of his destiny, I at once lay down the command, and proclaim 
among you equal law; reserving to myself as privileges, first, six 
talents out of the treasures of Polykrates, - next, the hereditary 

1 Hcrodot. iii, 124, 125. 
2 Hcrodot. iii, 126. 'Opoirea IIoi'.vKpureoi; rfotei; µer1/k&ov. 
3 Herodot. iii, 142. rfil 0tKatorar<,J civopwv {3ov'Aoµ€v<,J yevfo{}at, ov1C 

l~eyevero. Compare his remark on Kadmus, who volantarily resigned tho 
despotism at Kos (vii, 164). 
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priesthood of Zeus Eleutherius for myself and my descendants 
forever. To him I have just set apart a sacred precinct, as the 
God of that freedom which I now hand over to you." 

This reasonable and generous proposition fully justifies the epi
thet of Herodotus. But very differently was it received by the 
Samian hearers. One of the chief men among them, Telesar
chus, exclaimed, with the applause of the rest, "You rule us, 
low-born and scoundrel as you are! you are not worthy to rule: 
don't think of that, but give us some account of the money which 
you have been handling."L 

Such an unexpected reply caused a total revolution in the mind 
of J\Ireandrius. It left him no choice but to maintain dominion 
at a11 hazards, - which he accordingly resolved to do. Retiring 
into the acropolis, under pretence of preparing his money-accounts 
for examination, he sent for Telesarchus and his chief political 
enemies, one by one, - intimating that they were open to inspec
tion. As fast as they arrived they were put in chains, while 
Mmandrius remained in the acropolis, with hi:> soldiers and his 
treasures, as the avowed successor of Polykrates. And thus the 
Samians, after a short hour of insane boastfulness, found them
selves again enslaved. It seemed (says Herodotus) that they 
were not willing to be free." 2 

'Ve cannot but contrast their conduct on this occasion with 
that of the Athenians about twelve years afterwards, on the ex
pulsion of Ilippias, which has been recounted in a previous 
chapter. The position of the Samians was far the more favorable 
of the two, for the quiet and successful working of a free govern
ment; for they had the advantage of a voluntary as well as a 
sincere resignation from the actual despot. Yet the thirst for 
reactionary investigation prevented them even from taking a 
reasonable estimate of their own power of enforcing it : they 
passed at once from extreme subjection to overbearing and ruin
ous rashness. 'Vhercas the Athenians, under circumstances far 
less promising, avoided the fatal mistake of sacrificing the pros-

Herodot. iii, 142. 'AA.I.' ovo' U~to' el UV y' i/µ€wv upxew, yeyovc:i, Te 

KaKo,, Kat twv oA.e-&po,. UAAU µii.A.A.ov OKOJ' A.oyov OcJ(]el' TWV EVeXetplua, 
fp1Jµarwv. 

s Herodot. iii, 143. ov yilp oq, c:i, oiKaul, l{3ovAiaro elvat tA.w-&epoi. 
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pects of the future to recollections of the past ; showed them
selves both anxious to acquire the rights, and willing to perform 
the obligations, of a free community; listened to wise counsels, 
maintained unanimous action, and overcame, by heroic efforts, 
forces very greatly superior. If we compare the reflections 
of Herodotus on the one case and on the other,1 we shall be 
struck with the difference which those reflections imply between 
the Athenians and the Samians, - a difference partly referable, 
doubtless, to the pure Hellenisrn of the former, contrasted with 
the half-Asiatized Hellenism of the latter, - but also traceable 
in a great degree to the preliminary lessons of' the Solonian con
8titution, overlaid, but not extinguished, during the despotism of 
the Peisistratids which followed. 

The events which succeeded in Samos are little better than a 
series of crimes and calamities. The prisoners, whom J\Irean
drius had detained in the acropolis, were slain during his danger
ous illness, by his brother Lykaretus, under the idea that this 
would enable him more easily to seize the sceptre. But J\Irean
drius recovered, and must have continued as despot for a year or 
two: it was, however, a weak despotism, contested more or less 
in the island, and very different from the iron hand of Polykrates. 
In this untoward condition, the Samians were surprised by the 
arrival of a new claimant for their sceptre and acropolis, - and, 
what was much more formidable, a Persian army to back him. 

Syloson, the brother of Polykrates, having taken part origi
nally in his brother's conspiracy and usurpation, had been at first 
allowed to share the fruits of it, but quickly found himself ban
ished. In this exile he remained during the whole life of Poly
krates; and until the accession of Darius to the Persian throne, 
which followed about a year after the death of Polykrates. He 
happened . to be at Memphis, in Egypt, during the time when 
Kambyses was there with his conquering army, and when Da
rius, then a Persian of little note, was serving among his guards. 
Syloson was walking in the agora of Memphis, wearing a scarlet 
cloak, to which Darius took a great fancy, and proposed to buy 
it. A divine inspiration prompted Syloson to reply,2 "I cannot 

' Herodot. v, 78, and iii, 142, 143 . 
• Hcrodot. iii, 139. ·o oe l:vAoawv, bphw TOV 1!,.apEiov µEyuA<.>r tm~vµfovra 

ri/r XAavtoor, ~Eip rvxp xpEwµEvor, Aeytt, etc. 
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for any price sell it; but I give it you for nothing, if it must be 
yours." Darius thanked him, and accepted the cloak ; and for 
some years the donor accused himself of a silly piece of good
nature.1 But as events came round, Syloson at length heard 
with surprise that the unknown Persian, whom he had presented 
with the cloak at :Memphis, was installed as king in the palace at 
Susa. He went thither, proclaimed himself as a Greek, as well as 
benefactor of the new king, and was admitted to the regal pres
ence. Darius had forgotten his person, but perfectly remembered 
the adventure of the cloak, when it was brought to his mind,.
and showed himself forward to requite, on the scale becoming 
the Great King, former favors, though small, rendered to the 
simple soldier at l\femphis. Gold and silver were tende!'ed to 
Syloson in profusion, but he rejected them,- requesting that the 
island of Samos might be conquered and handed over to him, 
without slaughter or enslavement of inhabitants. His request 
was complied with. Otanes, the originator of the conspiracy 
against Smerdis, was sent down to the coast of Ionia with an 
army, carried Syloson over to Samos, and landed him unexpect
edly on the island.2 

::Urean<lrius was in no condition to resist the invasion; nor were 
the Samians generally disposed to sustain him. He accordingly 
concluded a convention with Otanes, whereby he agreed to make 
way for Syloson, to evacuate the island, and to admit the Per
sians at once into the city; retaining possession, however - for 
such time as might be necessary to embark his property and 
treasures - of the acropolis, which had a separate landing-place, 
and even a subterranean passage and secret portal for embarka
tion, - probably one of the precautionary provisions of Poly
krates. Otanes willingly granted these conditions, and himself 
with his principal officers entered the town, the army being 
quartered around; while Syloson seemed on the point of ascend
ing the seat of his deceased brother without violence or blood
shed. But the Samians were destined to a fate more calamitous. 
J\freandrius had a brother named Charilaus, violent in his temper, • 
and half a madman, whom he was obliged to keep in confine

1 Herodot. iii, 140. 1J7rtarar6 ol roiiro a7rOA1.1Aiva1 &' rv11>'>i11v. 
1 Herodot. iii, 141-144. 
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ment. This man looking out of his chamber-window, saw the 
Persian ofiicers seated peaceably throughout the town and even 
under the gates of the acropolis, unguarded, and relying upon 
the convention: it seems that these were the chief officers, whose 
rank gave them the privilege of being carried about on their 
seats.l The sight inflamed both his wrath and his insane ambi
tion; he clamored for liberty and admission to his brother, whom 
he reviled as a coward no less than a tyrant. " Here are you, 
worthless man, keeping me, your own brother, in a dungeon, 
though I have done no wrong worthy of bonds; while you do 
not dare to take your revenge on the Persians, who are casting 
you out as a houseless exile, and whom it would be so easy to put 
down. If you are afraid of them, give me your guards; I will 
make the Persians repent of their coming here, and I will send 
you safely out of the island forthwith." 2 

Mreandrius, on the point of quitting Samos forever, had little· 
personal motive to care what became of the population. He had 
probably never forgiven them for disappointing his honorable in
tentions after the death of Polykrates, nor was he displeased to 
hand over to Syloson an odious and blood-stained sceptre, which 
he foresaw would be the only consequence of his brother's mad 
project. He therefore sailed away with his treasures, leaving 
the acropolis to his brother Charilaus; who immediately armed 
the guards, sallied forth from his fortress, and attacked the un
suspecting Persians. l\fany of the great ofiicers were slain 
without resistance before the army could be got together; but at 
length Otanes collected his troops and drove the assailants back 
into the acropolis. "While he immediately began the siege of 
that fortress, he also resolved, as J\Ireandrius had foreseen, to take 
a signal revenge for the treacherous slaughter of so many of his 
friends and companions. His army, no less incensed than him

1 Herodot. iii, 146. 1'WV ITepaiwv roiir; Oi¢porpopevµevovr; Kat /.6yov 7r/.eiarov 
a;iovr;. . 

t Herodot. iii, 145. 'Eµe µev, .:, KUKtare uvopwv, lovra aewvrov uoe/.¢eov, 
JCal uOtK~aavra oVrli:v ll;wv deaµov; oqaar; yopyvp11r; iJ;iwaar; · opewv oi! rovr; 
IIepaar; l:K(lu/./.ovT-ur; 1'e ae Kat avotKov 7rott·vvrar;, ob ro/.µ{ir; riaaa-!Jai, ovrw 
dq Tl loVTa!: t:V'lrt:TEa!: J:clpw-!Jqvat, . 

The highly dramatic manner of Herodotus cannot be melted down into 
smooth historical recital. 
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self; were directed to fall upon the Samian people and massacre 
them without discrimination, - man and boy, on ground sacred 
as well as profane. The bloody order was too faithfully executed, 
and Samos was handed over to Syloson, stripped of its male 
inhabitants.I Of Charilaus and the acropolis we hear no farther: 
perhaps he and his guards may have escaped by sea. Lykaretus,9 
the other brother of 1\Imandrius, must have remained either in 
the service of Syloson or in that of the l"'ersians ; for we find 
him some years afterwards intrusted by the latter with an im
portant. command. 

Syloson was thus finally installed as despot of an island peo
pled chiefly, if not wholly, with women and children: we may, 
however, presume, that the deed of blood has been described 
by the historian as more sweeping than it really was. It seems, 
nevertheless, to have sat heavily on the conscience of Otanes, 
who was induced sometime afterwards, by a dream and by a 
painful disease, to take measures for repeopling the island.3 
From whence the new population came, we are not told: but 
wholesale translations of inhabitants from one place to another 
were familiar to the mind of a Persian king or satrap. 

1\Ireandrius, following_ the example of the previous Samian exiles 
under Polykrates, went to Sparta and sought aid for the purpose 
of reestablbhing himself at 8amos. Tiut the Laced:crnonians 
had no disposition to repeat an attempt which had before turned 
out so unsuccessfully, nor could he seduce king Kleomenes by 
the display of his treasures and finely-wrought gold plate. The 
king, however, not without fear that such seductions might win 

· over some of the Spartan leading men, prevailed with the ephors 
to send 1\Ireandrius away.4 

Syloson seems to have remained undisturbed at Samos, as a 
tributary of Persia, like the Ionic cities on the continent: some 
years afterwards we find his son .A<:akes reigning in the island.5 
Strabo states that it was the harsh rule of Syloson which caused 
the depopulation of the island. But the causejust recounted out 
of Herodotus is both very different and sufficiently plausible in 

I Herodot. iii, 149. lp71µov E:oiiaav uvopwv. 
• Herodot. v, 27. • Herodot. iii, 149. 
3 Herodot. iii, 148. 5 Herodot. vi, 13. 
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itself; and as Strabo seems in the main to have derived his ac
count from Herodotus, we may suppose that on this point he has 
incorrectly remembered his authority.I 

CHAPTER xxxrv. 
DK\lOKEDES. - DARICS INVADES SCYTHIA. 

DARIUS had now acquired full authority throughout the Persian 
empire, having put down the refractory satrap Ormtes, as well as 
the revolted l\Ie<les and Babylonians. He had, moreover, com
pleted the conquest of Ionia, by the important addition of Samas; 
and his dominion thus comprised all Asia l\Iinor, with its neigh
boring islands. But this was not sufficient for the ambition of a 
Persian king, next but one in succession to the great Cyrus. 
The conquering impulse was yet unabated among the Persians, 
who thought it incumbent upon their king, and whose king 
thought it incumbent upon himself, to extend the limits of the 
empire. Though not of the lineage of Cyrus, Darius had taken 
pains to connect l1imself with it by marriage; he had married 
Atossa and Artystone, daughters of Cyrus, - and Parmys, 
<laughter of Smer<lis, the younger son of Cyrus. Atossa had 
been first the wife of her brother Kambyses ; next, of the l\Ia
gian Smerdis, his successor ; and thirdly of Darius, to whom she. 
bore four chil<lrcn.2 Of those children the eldest was Xerxes, 
respecting whom more will be said hereafter. 

Atossa, mother of the only Persian king who ever set foot in 
Greece, the Sultana Validi of Persia during the reign of Xerxes, 
was a person of commanding influence in the reign of her 

1 Strabo, xiv, p. 638. He gives a proverbial phrase about the depopula
tion of the ii;Jand

"EKl)Tt ~v/.ocrC!VTO!,' evpvxwpil), 

which is perfectly consistent with the namitive of Herodotus. 
9 Herodot. iii, 88, vii, 2. 
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last husband,• as well as in that of her son, and filled no incon
siderable space even in Grecian imagination, as we may see both 
by .L"Eschylus and Herodotus. Had her infl.nence prevailed, the 
first conquering appetites of Darius would have been directed, 
not against the steppes of Scythia, but against Attica and Pelo
ponnesus ; at least, so Herodotus assures us. The grand object 
of the latter in his history is to set forth the contentions of Hellas 
with the barbarians or non-Hellenic world; and with an art 
truly epical, which manifests itself everywhere to the careful 
reader of his nine books, he preludes to the real dangers which 
were averted at l\Iarathon and Platrea, by recounting the first 
conception of an inva8ion of Greece by the Persians, - how 
it originated, and how it was ab~ndoned. For this purpose, 
-according to his historical style, wherein general facts are set 
forth as subordinate and explanatory accompaniments to the ad
ventures of particular persons, - he give us the interesting, but 
romantic, history of the Krotoniate surgeon Demokedes. 

Demokedes, son of a citizen of Kroton named Kalliphon, had 
turned his attention in early youth to the study and practice of 
medicine and surgery (for that age, we can make no difference 
between the two), and had made considerable progress in it. IIis 
youth coincides nearly with the arrival of Pythagora~ at Kroton, 
(550- 520,) where the science of the surgeon, as well as the art 
of the gymnastic trainer, seem to have been then prosecuted more 
actively than in any part of Greece. His father Kalliphon, 
however, was a man of such severe temper, that the son ran 
away from him, and resolved to maintain himself by his talents 
elsewhere. Ile went to ..L"Egina, and began to practice in his pro
fession ; and so rapid was his success, even in his first year, 
though very imperfectly equipped with instruments and appara
tus,2 - that the citizens of the island made a contract with him 
to remain there for one year, at a salary of one talent (about 

1 Hcrodot. vii, 3. fJ yup •A ror:ura elxe ril Triiv Kpuro~. Compare the de
scription given of the ascendency of the savage Sultana Parysatis over her 
son Artaxerxe,; Mnemon (Plutarch, Artaxerxes, c. 16, 19, 23 ). 

2 Herodot. iii, 131. ua1<w~r rrep twv, Kat lxwv oMi:v rwv lfaa 7rtpt r~v 
rixv7Jv fortv lpyaA~i'a, - the description refers to surgical rather than to 
medical practice. 

That curious assemblage of the cases of particular patients with remarks, 
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three hundred and eighty-three pounds sterling, an lEginman tal
ent). The year afterwards he was invited to come to Athens, then 
under the Peisistratids, at a salary of one hundred minre, or one 
and two-thirds of a talent; and in the following year, Polykrates 
of Samos tempted him by the offer of two talents. With that 

known in the works of Hippokrates, under the title 'EiwJ~µtat (Notes of 
visits to different cities), is very illustrative -of what Herodotus here men
tions about Dcmokedes. Consult, also, the valuable Prolegomena of M. 
Littre, in his edition of Hippokrates now in course of publication, as to the 
character, means of action, and itinerant habits of the Grecian larpoi: see 
particularly the preface to vol. v, p. 12, where he enumerates the various 
places visited and noted by Ilippokrates. The greater number of the Hippo
kratic observations refer to various parts of Thrace, :l\Ia('cdonia, and Thes
saly; but there are some, also, \vhich refer to patients in the islands of 
Syros and Delos, at Athens, Salamis, Elis, Corinth, and CEniadm in Akar
nania. "On voit par Ia combien ctoit justc le nom de Periodcutes ou 
voyageurs donncs a ces anciens mcdccins." 

Again, JU. Littrc, in the same preface, p. 25, illustrates the proceedings 
and residence M the ancient larpor: "On se tromperoit si on sc rcprcsen
toit la dcmenrc d'un medecin d'alors comme celle d'un mcdccin d'aujounl'
hui. La maison du medccin de l'antiquite, du moins au temps d'Ilippocrate 
et aux epoques voisincs, rcnfcrmoit un local destine a la pratique d'un 
grand nombre d'operations, contenant Jes machines ct !es instrumens neces
saires, et de plus etant aussi nne boutique de pharmacic. Ce local se nom
mait larpeiov." See Plato, Legg. i, p. 646, iv, p. 720. Timmus accused 
Aristotle of having begun as a surgeon, practising to great profit in surgery, 
or iarpeiov, and having quitted this occupation late in life, to devote him
self to the study of science, - aoipiariiv ln/JLµafJii Kat µta7Jrov inrupxovra, 
Kat ro rro'Avr[µ1J1"0V larpeiov ltpriwr: U1t"OKeKAetKOra (Polyb. xii, 9 ) . 

. See, also, the Remarques Hetro8pectivcs attached by M. Littre to volume 
iv, of the same woi·k (pp. 654-658), where he dwells upon the intimate 
union of surgical and medical practice in antiquity. At the same time, it 
must be remarked that a passage in the remarkable medical oath, published 
in the collection of Hippokratie treatises, recognizes in the plainest manner 
the distinction between the physician and the operator, - the former binds 
himself by this oath not to perform the operation "even of lithotomy, but 
to leave it to the operators, or workmen:" Ov reµew oe ovoe µiiv 'AtfJtwvrar:, 
EKXwp6aw oe lpyurvatv uvopuat rrp~;wr rljaoe (CEuvres d'Hippocrate, vol. iv, 
p. 630, ed. Littre). M. Littre (p. 617) contests this explanation, remarking 
that the various Ilippokratic treatises represent the larpor; as performing all 
sorts of operations, even such as require violent and mechanical dealing. 
But the words of the oath are so explicit, that it seems more reasonable to 
assign to the oath itself a later date than the treatises, when the habits of 
practitioners may have changed. 
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despot he remained, and accompanied him in his last calamitous 
visit, to the satrap Orretes: on the murder of Polykrates, being 
seized among the slaves and foreign attendants, he was left to 
languish with the rest in imprisonment and neglect. ·when 
again, soon after, Orretes himself was slain, Demokedes was 
numbered among bis slaves and chattels and sent up to Susa. 

He had not been long at that capital, when Darius, leaping 
from his horse in the chase, sprained his foot badly, and was car
ried home in violent pain. The Egyptian surgeons, supposed to 
be the fir~t men in their profession,L whom he habitually em
ployed, did him no good, but only aggravated his torture; for 
seven days and nights he had no sleep, and he as well as those 
around him began to despair. At length, some one who had been 
at Sardis, accidentally recollected that he had heard of a Greek 
surgeon among the slaves of Orcctes : search was immediately 
made, and the miserable slave was brought, in chains as well as 
in rags,2 into the presence of the royal 8uJferer. Being asked 
whether he understood surgery, lie affected ignorance; but Da
rius, suspecting this to be a mere artifice, ordered out the scourge 
and the pricking instrument, to overcome it. Demokekes now 
saw that there was no resource, aumitted that he had acquired 
some little skill, and was called upon to do his utmost in the case 
before him. He was fortunate enough to succeed perfectly, in 
alleviating the pain, in procuring sleep for the exhausted patient, 
and ultimately in restoring the foot to 'a sound state. Darius, 
who had abandoneu all hopes of such a cure, knew no bounds to 
his gratituue. As a first rewaru, he presented him with two sets 
of chains in solid gold, - a commemoration of the state in which 
Demokedes had fir:;t come before him, - he next sent him into 
the harem to visit his wives. The conducting eunuchs intro
duced him as the man who had restored the king to life, and 
the grateful sultanas each gave to him a saucer full of golden 
coins called staters; 3 in all so numerous, that the slave Skiwn, 

1 About the Persian habit of sending to Egypt for surgeons, compare 
Herodot. iii, 1. 

' Herodot iii, 129. TOV oe .,, t;evpov l:v TOil1L 'Opoirew avopmrnootl1L ilKOV 
oi) arr11µel.11µivov, rrapijyov 1:, µfoov, rrioa, TE CAKOVTa Kal puKEl1LV fo{f11µlvov. 

a Herodot. iii, 130. The golden stater was equal to about ll. ls. 3d. 
English money (Hussey, Ancient 'Veights, vii, 3, p. 103). 
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who followed him, was enriched by merely picking up the pieces 
which dropped on the floor. Nor was this all. Darius gave him 
a splendid house and furniture, made him the companion of his 
table, and showed him every description of favor. He was about 
to crucify the Egyptian surgeons who had been so unsuccessful 
in their attempts to cure him ; but Demokedes had the happiness 
of preserving their lives, as well as of rescuing an unfortunate 
companion of his imprisonment, - an Eleian prophet, who had 
followed the fortunes of Polykrates. 

But there was one favor which Darius would on no account 
grant; yet upon this one Demokedes had set his heart, - the 
liberty of returning to Greece. At length accident, combined 
with his own surgical skill, enabled him to escape from the splen
dor of his second detention, as it had before extricated him from 
the misery of the first. A tumoi: formed upon the breast of 
Atossa ; at first, she said nothing to any one, but as it became too 
bad for concealment, she was forced to consult Demokedes. He 
promised to cure her, but required from her a solemn oath that 
she would afterwards do for him anything which he should ask, 
- pledging himself at the same time to ask nothing indecent.I 
The cure was successful, and Atossa was required to repay it by 
procuring his liberty. He knew that the favor would be re
fused, even to her, if directly solicited, but he taught her a strat
agem for obtaining under false pretences the consent of Darius. 
She took an early opportunity, Herodotus tells us,2 in bed, of 
reminding Darius that the Persians expected from him some 
po~itive addition to the power and splendor of the empire; and 
when Darius, in answer, acquainted her that he contemplated a 
speedy expedition against the Scythians, she entreated him to 
postpone it, and to turn his forces first against Greece : "I have 

The ladies in a l'crsian harem appear to have been less unapproachable 
and invisible than those in modern Turkey; in spite of the observation of 
Plutarch, Artaxerxes, c. 27. 

Herodot. iii, 133. 0e~aea{}a1 OE ovoeviJi; TQV ifoa alaxvv11v EaTt ¢tpovTa. 

Another Greek physician at the court of Susa, about seventy years after
wards, - Apollonidcs of Kos, - in attendance on a Persian princess, did not 
impose upon himself the same restraint: his intrigue was divulged, and he 
was put to death miserably (Ktcsias, Persica, c. 42). 

9 Herodot. iii, 134. 

I 
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heard (she said) about the maidens of Sparta, Athens, Argos, 
and Corinth, and I want to have some of them as slaves to serve 
me- (we may conceive the smile of triumph with which the 
sons of those who had conquered at Platma and Salamis would 
hear this part of the history read by Herodotus) ; -you have 
near you the best person possible to give information about 
Greece, - that Greek who cured your foot." Darius was in
duced by this request to send some confidential Per:>ians into 
Greece to procure information, along with Dernokedes. Select
ing fifteen of them, he ordered them to survey the coasts and 
cities of Greece, under guidance of Demokedes, but with per
emptory orders upon no account to let him escape or to return 
without him. He next sent for Demokedes himself, explained 
to him what he wanted, and enjoined him imperatively to return 
as soon as the business had been completed; he farther desired him 
to carry away with him all the ample donations which he had 
already received, as presents to his father and brothers, promis
ing that on his return fresh donations of equal value should 
make up the loss : lastly, he directed that a storeship, "filled 
with all manner of good things," should accompany the voyage. 
Demokedes undertook the mission with every appearance of sin
cerity. The better to play his part, he declined to take away 
what he already possessed at Susa, - saying, that he should like 
to find his property and furniture again on coming back, and 
that the storeship alone, with its contents, would be sufficient 
both for the voyage and for all necessary presents. 

Accordingly, he and the fifteen Persian envoys went down to 
Sidon in Phcnicia, where two armed triremes were equipped, 
with a large storeship in company; and the voyage of survey 
into Greece was commenced. They visited and examined all 
the principal place;; in Greece, - probably beginning with the 
Asiatic and insular Greeks, crossing to Eubrea, circumnavigating 
Attica and Peloponnesus, then passing to Korkyra and Italy. 
They surveyed the coasts and cities, taking memoranda! of 
everything worthy of note which they saw: this PeriplUs, if it 
had been preserved, would have been inestimable, as an account 

1 Herodot. iii, 136. rrpouicr;rovu!: oe avriJ!: rii. rrapafJa"AU.uuta ifJTJ~uavro 
M:at u:rreypurpovro. 

VOL. JV, 17oc. 



illSTORY OF GREECl>.258 

of the actual state of the Grecian world about 518 n.c. As soon 
as they arrived at Tarentum, Demoke<les - now within a short 
distance of his own home, KrotOn - found an opportunity of 
executing what he had meditated from the beginning. At his 
request Aristophilides, the king of Tarentum, seized the fifteen 
Persians, and detained them as spies, at the same time taking 
the rudders from off their ships, - while Demokt:des himself 
made his escape to KrotOn. As soon as he had arrived there, 
Aristophilides released the Persians, and suffered them to pursue 
their voyage : they went on to KrotOn, found Demokedes in the 
market-place, and laid hands upon him. But his fellow-citizens 
released him, not without opposition from some who were afraid 
of provoking the Great King, and in spite of remonstrances, en
ergetic and menacing, from the Persians themselves: indeed, the 
KrotOniates not only protected the restored exile, but even robbed 
the Persians of their storeship. The latter, disabled from pro
ceeding farther, as well by this loss as by the secession of Dem
okedes, commenced their voyage homeward, but unfortunately 
suffered shipwreck near the Iapygian cape, and became slaves in 
that neighborhood. A Tarentine exile, named Gillus, ransomed 
them and carried them up to Susa,- a service for which Darius 
promised him any recompense that he chose. Restoration to his 
native city was all that Gillus asked ; and that too, not by force, 
but by the mediation of the Asiatic Greeks of Knidus, who were 
on terms of intimate alliance with the Tarentines. This gener
ous citizen, - an honoraLle contrast to Demokedes, who had not 
scrupled to impel the stream of Persian conquest against his 
country, in order to procure his own release, - was unfortunately 
disappointed of his anticipated recompense. For though the 
Knidians, at the injunction of Darius, employed all their influence 
at Tarentum to procure a revocation of the sentence of exile, 
they were unable to succeed, and force was out of the question.1 
The last words addressed by Demokedes at parting to his Per
sian companions, exhorted them to acquaint Darius that he (Dem
okedes) was about to marry the daughter of the Krotoniate Milo, 
- one of the first men in Kroton, as well as the greatest wrest
ler of his time. The reputation of Milo was very great with 

1 llerodot. iii, 137, 138. 



DE::l!OKEDES. 259 

Darius, - probably from the ta1k of Demokedes himself: more
over, gigantic muscular force could be appreciated by men who 
had no relish either for Homer or Solon. And thus did this 
clever and vainglorious Greek, sending back his fifteen Persian 
companions to disgrace, and perhaps to death, deposit in their 
parting ears a braggart message, calculated to create for himself 
a factitious name at Susa. He paid a large sum to J'llilo as the 
price of his daughter, for this very purpose.I 

Thus finishes the history of Demokedes, and of the "_first 
Persians (to use the phrase of Herodotus) who ever came over 
from Asia into Greece."2 It is a history well deserving of atten
tion, even looking only to the liveliness of the incidents, intro
ducing us as they do into the full movement of the ancient world, 
- incidents which I see no reason for doubting, with a reason
able allowance for the dramatic amplification of the historian. 
Even at that early date, Greek medical intelligence stands out 
in a surpassing manner, and Demokedes is the first of those 
many able Greek surgeons who were seized, carried up to Susa,3 
and there detained for the Great King, his court, and harem. 

But his history suggests, in another point of view, far more 
serious reflections. Like the 1\Iilesian Histi::eus, of w horn I shall 
speak hereafter,) he cared not what amount of risk he brought 
upon his country in order to procure his own escape from a 
splendid detention at Susa. And the influence which he origi
nated and brought to bear was on the point of precipitating upon 
Greece the whole force of the Persian empire, at a time when 
Greece was in no condition to resist it. Had the first aggressive 

1 Hcrodot. iii, 137. Kara oi'j roiiro µot <J7r£V<rat OOKeel TOI' yuµov rovrov 
r<Afoar ')(p~µara µiyaAa l117µ0K~017r, lva rpavv 7rpor 11apeiov EOJV Kat l:v rv 
l<.ivroii ooKtµor. 

• Hcrodot. iii, 138. 
3 Xenophon, l\Iemorab. iv, 2, 33. •A.Uovr oe ITouovr oiet (says Sokrates) 

OLU <rorpiav avap7ra<rrovr 7rpor {3a<rt'A€a yeyovtvat, Kat EK£t oovAevetv. 
We shall run little risk in conjecturing that, among the intelligent and 

able men thus carried off, surgeons and physicians would be selected as the 
first and most essential. 

Apollonides of Kos - whose calamitous end has been alluded to in a 
previous note-was resident as surgeon, or physician, with Artaxerxes 
Longimanus (Ktesias, Persica, c. 30), and Polykritus of l\Iende, as well as 
Ktesias himself, with Artaxerxes l\fncmon (Plutarch, Artaxerxes, c. 31 ). 
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expedition of Darius, with his own personal command and fresh 
appetite for conquest, been directed against Greece instead of 
against Scythia (between 516-514 n.c.), Grecian independence 
would have perished almost infallibly. For Athens was then 
still governed by the Peisistratids; what she was, under them, 
we have had occasion to notice in a former chapter. She had 
then no courage for energetic self-defence, and probably Hippias 
himself, far from offering resistance, would have found it advan
tageous to accept Persian dominion as a means of strengthening 
his own rule, like the Ionian despots : moreover, Grecian habit 
of coiipcration was then only just commencing. But fortunately, 
the Persian invader <lid not touch the shore of Greece until 
more than twenty years afterward3, in 490 n.c. ; and during that 
precious interval. the Atl11~nian character had undergone the 
memorable revolution which has been before described. Their 
energy and their organization had been alike improved, and 
their force of resistance had become decupled; moreover, their 
conduct had so provoked the Persian that resistance was then a 
matter of necessity with them, and submission on tolerable terms 
an impossibility. ·when we e01ne to the grand Persian invasion 
of Greece, we shall see that Athens was the life and soul of all 
the opposition offered. "\Ve shall see farther, that with all the 
efforts of Athens, the success of the defence was more than once 
doubtful; and would have been converted into a very different 
result, if Xerxes had listened to the best of his own counsellors. 
But had Darius, at the head of the very same force which he 
conducted into Scythia, or even an inferior force, landed at J\Iar
athon in 514 n.c., instead of sending Datis in 490 n.c.,- he 
would have found no men like the victors of Marathon to meet 
him. As far as ~e can appreciate the probabilities, he would 
have met with little resistance except from the Spartans singly, 
who would have maintained their own very defensible territory 
against all his efforts, - like the M:ysians and Pisidians in Asia 
J\Iinor, or like the l\Iainots of Laconia in later days; but Hella.~ 
generally would have become a Persian satrapy. Fortunately, 
Darius, while bent on invading some country, had set his mind 
on the attack of Scythia, alike perilous and unprofitable. His 
personal ardor was wasted on those unconquerable regions, 
where he narrowly escaped the disastrous fate of Cyrus, - nor 
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did he ever pay a second visit to the coasts of the ~gean. Yet 
the amorous influences of Atos~a, set at work by Demokedes, 
miglit well have been sufficiently powerful to induce Darius to 
assail Greece instead of Scythia, - a choice in favor of which 
all other recommendations concurred ; and the history of free 
Greece would then probably have stopped at this point, without 
unrolling any of the glories which followed. So incalculably 
great has been the influence of Grecian development, during the 
two centuries between 500-300 B.c., on the destinies of man
kind, that we cannot pass without notice a contingency which 
threatened to arrest that development in the bud. Indeed, it may 
be remarked that the history of any nation, considered as a se
quence of causes and effects, affording applicable knowledge, 
requires us to study not merely real events, but also imminent 
contingencies, - events which were on the point of occurring, 
but yet did not occur. 'When we read the waitings of Atossa in 
the Persre of JEschylus, for the humiliation which her son Xerxes 
had just undergone in his flight from Greece,1 we do not easily 
persuade ourselves to reverse the picture, and to conceive the 
same Atossa twenty years earlier, numbering as her slaves at Susa 
the noblest IIerakleid and Alkmmonid maidens from Greece. 
Yet the picture would really have been thus reversed, - the 
wish of Atossa would have been fulfilled, and the wailings would 
have been heard from enslaved Greek maidens in Persia, - if 
_the mind of Darius had not happened to be preoccupied with a 
project not less insane even than those of Kambyses against 
Ethiopia and the Libyan desert. Such at least is the moral of 
the story of Dcmokedes. 

That insane expedition across the Danube into Scythia comes 
now to be recounted. It was undertaken by Darius for the pur
pose of avenging the inroad and devastation of the Scythians in 
1\Ie<lia and Upper Asia, about a century before. The lust of 
conquest imparted unusual force to this sentiment of wounded 
dignity, which in the case of the Scythians could hardly be con
nected with any expectation of plunder or profit. In spite of 
the dissuading admonition of his brother Artabanus,2 Darius 

1 .iEschyl. Pers. 435-845, etc. 

1 Herodot. iv, I, 83. There is nothing to mark the precise year of the 
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summoned the whole force of his empire, army and navy, to the 
Thracian Bosphorus, - a force not less than seven hundred 
thousand horse and foot, and six hundred ships, according to 
Herodotus. On these prodigious numbers we can lay no stress. 
But it appears that the names of all the various nations·eompos
ing the host were inscribed on two pillars, erected by order of 
Darius on the European side of the Bosphorus, and afterwards 
seen by Herodotus himself in the city of Byzantium,-the in
scriptions were bilingual, in Assyrian characters as well as 
Greek. The Samian architect l\Iandrokles had been directed to 
throw a bridge of boats across the Bosphorus, about half-way 
between Byzantium and the mouth of the Euxine. So peremp
tory were the Persian kings that their orders for military service 
should be punctually obeyed, and so impatient were they of the 
idea of exemptions, that when a Persian father named <Eobazus 
entreated that one of his three sons, all included in the conscrip
tion, might be left at home, Darius replied that all three of them 

Scythian expedition; but as the accession of Darius is fixed to 521 n.c., and 
as the expedition is connected with the early part of his reign, we may con
ceive him to have entered upon it as soon as his hands were free; that is, as 
soon as he had put down the revoltetl satraps and provinces, Ormtes, the 
l\Iedes, Babylonians, etc. Five years seems a reasonable time to allow for 
these necessities of the empire, which would bring the Scythian expedition 
to 516-515 n.c. There is reason for supposing it to have been before 514 
n.c., for in that year Hipparchus was slain at Athens, and Ilippias the sur
viving brother, looking out for securities and alliances abroad, gave his 
daughter in marriage to JEantidcs son of Hippoklns, despot of Lampsakns, 
" perceiving that Hippoklus and his son had great influence with Darius," 
(Thucyd. vi, 59.) Now Hippoklus could not well have acquired this influ
ence before the Scythian expedition ; for Darius came down then for the 
first time to the western sea; Hippoklus served upon that expedition 
(Hcrodot. iv, 138), and it was probably then that his favor was acquired, 
and farther confirmed during the time that Darius stayed at Sardis after his 
return from Scythia. 

Professor Schultz (Bcitrage zu genaueren Zeit-bestimmungen der Hellen. 
Gesehicht. von dcr 63n bis zur 72n Olympiade, p. 168, in the Kieler Phi
lolog. Studien) places the expedition in 513 n.c.; but I think a year or two 
earlier is more probable. Larcher, 'Vcsscling, and Bahr (ad Hcrodot. iv, 
145) place it in 508 n.c., which is later than the truth; indeed, Larcher 
himself places the reduction of Lemnos and Imbros by Otancs in 511 n.c., 
though that event decidedly came after the Scythian expedition (Herodot. 
v, 27; Larcher, Table Chronologique, Trad. d'Herodot. t. vii, pp. 633-635). 
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should be left at home, - an answer which the unsuspecting fa
ther heard with delight. They were indeed all left at home, 
for they were all put to death.l A proceeding similar to this is 
ascribed afterwards to Xerxes ;2 whether true or not as matters 
of fact, both tales illustrate the wrathful displeasure with which 
the Persian kings were known to receive such petitions for ex
emption. 

The naval force of Darius seems to have consisted entirely of 
subject Greeks, Asiatic and insular; for the Phenician fleet was 
not brought into the .l:Egean until the subsequent Ionic revolt. 
At this time all or most of the Asiatic Greek cities were under 
despots, who leaned on the Persian government for support, and 
who appeared with their respective contingents to take part in 
the Scythian expedition.3 Of Ionic Greeks were seen, - Strattis, 

. despot of Chios; .l:Eakes son of Syloson, despot of Samos ; 
Laodamas, of PhOkrea; and Histireus, of l\Iiletus. From the 
.iEolic towns, Aristagoras of Kyme ; from the Hellespontine 
Greeks, Daphnis of Abydus, Hippoklus of Lampsakus, I-Iero
phantus of l'arium, l\Ietrodorus of Prokonnesus, Aristagoras of 
Kyzikus, and l\Iiltiades of the Thracian Chersonese. All these 
are mentioned, and there were probably more. This large fleet, 
assembled at the Bosphorus, was sent forward into the Euxine to 
the mouth of the Danube, - with orders to sail up the river two 
days' journey, above the point where its channel begins to divide, 
and to throw a bridge of boats over it; while Darius, having lib
erally recompensed the architect l\Iandrokles, crossed the bridge 

. over the Bosphorus, and began his march through Thrace, re
ceiving the submission of various Thracian tribes in his way, 
and subduing others, - especially the Getre north of l\Iount 
Hremus, who were compelled to increase still farther the num
bers of bis vast army.4 On arriving at the Danube, he found 
the bridge finished and prepared for his passage by the Ionians : 
we may remark here, as on so many other occasions, that all 
operations requiring intelligence are performed for the Persians 
either by Greeks or by Phenicians, - more usually by the for

1 Herodot. iv, 84. 2 Herodot. vii, 39. 
3 Herodot. iv, 97, 137, 138. • IIerodot. iv, 89-93. 
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mer. He crossed this greatest of all earthly rivers,I - for so the 
Dannbe was imagined to be in the fifth century B.c., - and di
rected his march into Scythia. 

As far as the point now attained, our narrative runs smoothly 
and intelligibly: we know that Darius marched his army into 
S<'ythia, and that he came back with ignominy and severe loss. 
But as to all which happened between his crossing and recrossing 
the Danube, we find nothing approaching to authentic statement, 
- nothing even which we can set forth as the probable basis of 
truth on which exaggerating fancy has been at work. All is in
explicable mystery. Ktesias indeed says that Darius marched for 
fifteen days into the Scythian territory, - that he then exchanged 
bows with the king of Scythia, and discovered the Scythian bow 
to be the largest, - and that, being intimidated by such discovery, 
he fled back to the bridge by which he had crossed the Danube, 
and recrossed the river with the loss of one-tenth part of his 
army,2 being compelled to break down the bridge before all had 
passed. The length of march is here the only thing distinctly 
st~ted; about the direction nothing is said. But the narrative of 
Ktesias, defective as it is, is much less perplexing than that of 
Herodotus, who conducts the immense host of Darius as it were 
through fairy-land,- heedless of distance, large intervening 
rivers, want of all cultivation or supplies, destruction of the coun
try- in so far as it could be destroyed - by the retreating Scyth
ians, etc. He tells us that the Persian army consisted chiefly 
of foot, - that there were no roads nor agriculture ; yet his nar
rative carries it over about twelve degrees of longitude from the . 
Danube to the country east of the Tanais, across the rivers Tyras 

1 Herod. iv, 48-50. 'Jurpo'- µeyuno, rroraµwv rravrwv rwv f1µelr !Oµev, etc. 
2 Ktesias, Persica, c. 17. Justin (ii, 5- compare also xxxviii, 7) seems 

to follow the narrative of Ktesias. 
JEschylus (Persro, 864), who presents the deceased Darius as a glorious 

contrast with the living Xerxes, talks of the splendid conquests which he 
made by means of others, - " without crossing the Halys himself, nor leav
ing his home." ·we are led to suppose, by the language which JEschylus 
puts into the mouth of the Eidolon of Darius (v, 720--745 ), that he had for
gotten, or had never heard of, the bridge thrown across the Bosphorus by 
order of Darius ; for the latter is made to condemn severely the impious 
insolence of Xerxes in bridging over the Hellespont. 
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(Dniester), Hypanis (Bog), Borysthenes (Dnieper), Hypakyris, 
Gerrhos, and Tanais.I How these rivers could have been passed 
in the face of enemies by so va::;t a ho~t, we are left to conjecture, 
since it was not winter time, to convert them into ice: nor does 
the historian even allude to them as having been crossed either 
in the advance or in the retreat. 'Vhat is not less remarkable is, 
that in respect to the Greek settlement of Olbia, or Borysthenes, 
and the agricultural Scythians and l\Iix-hellenes between the 
Ilypauis and the Borysthenes, across whose country it would 
seem that this march of Darius must have carried him, - Herod
otus does not say anything; tho ugh we should have expected 
that he would have had better means of informing himself about 
this part of the march than about any other, and though the Per
sians could hardly have failed to plunder or put in requisition 
this, the only productive portion of Scythia. 

The narrative of Herodotus in regard to the Persian march 
north of the Ister seems indeed destitute of all the conditions of 
reality. It is rather an imaginative description, illustrating the 
desperate and impracticable character of Scythian warfare, and 
grouping in the same picture, according to that large sweep of 
the imagination which fo admissible in epical treatment, the 
Scythians, with all their barbarous neighbors from the Carpathian 
mountains to the river \Volga. The Agathyrsi, the Neuri, the 
Androphagi, the Uelanchlami, the Budini, the GelOni, the Sar
matians, and the Tauri, - all of th€m bordering on that vast quad
rangular area of four thousand sta-dia for each side, called Scythia, 
as Herodotus conceives it,2 - are brought into deliberation and 
action in consequence of the Persian approach. And Herodotus 

1 Herodot. iv, 136. are oi: TOV IIepO"lK.OV 'lrOAAoii tovror 'lrf,OV 11rparnii, Kat 
TU!; bclov1; OVK l:rrt11raµivov, WO"Te ov TfTf,1,rJµevl.ifV TWV oowv, TOV oi: ~KviJ1Koii, 
l'lr'lrOTe(,), Kat TU O"VVTOµa ri/r oooii E'lrlO"Ul/lfVOV, etc. Compare c. 128. 

The number and size of the rivers are mentioned by Herodotus as the 
principal wonder of Scythia, c. 82 - e(,)vµu111a OE *xwpri avrq OVK exei, 
X(,)Pt> " I'm 'lrOTuµovr 7"f 'lrOAA9 µeyforovr Kat uptiJµov 'lrAtforovi;, etc. He 
ranks the Borysthencs as the largest or all rivers except the Nile and the 
Danube (c. 53). The Hypanis also (Bo-g) is 'lroraµor tv o}.iyot11t µiyar (c. 52). 

But he appears to forget the· existenc~ of these rivers when he is describ
ing the Persian march. 

2 Herodot. iv, IOI. 
VOL, IV. 12 
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takes that opportunity of communicating valuable particulars re
specting the habits and manners of each. The kings of these 
nations discuss whether Darius is justified in his invasion, and 
whether it be prudent in them to aid the Scythians. The latter 
question is decided in the affirmative by the Sarmatians, the 
Budini, and the Geloni, all eastward of the Tanais,1 - in the 
negative by the rest. The Scythians, removing their wagons 
with their wives and children out of the way northward, retreat 
and draw Darius after them from the Danube all across Scythia 
and Sarmatia to the northeastern extremity of the territory of 
the Budini,'.l several days' journey eastward of the Tanais. 
Moreover, they destroy the wells and ruin the herbage as much 
as they can, so that during all this long march, says Herodotus, 
the Persians " found nothing to damage, inasmuch as the country 
was barren;" it is therefore not easy to see what they could find 
to live upon. It is in the territory of the Budini, at this eastern
most terminus on the borders of the desert, that the Persians 
perform the only positive acts which are ascribed to them 
throughout the whole expedition, They burn the wooden wall 
before occupied, but now deserted, by the GelOni, and they build, 
or begin to build, eight large fortresses near the river Oarus. 
For what purpose these fortresses could have been intended, 
Herodotus gives no intimation ; but he says that the unfinished 
work was yet to be seen even in his day.3 

Having thus been carried all across Scythia and the other ter
ritories above mentioned in a northeasterly direction, Darius and 
his army are next marched back a prodigious distance in a north
westerly direction, through the territories of the l\lelanchlreni, 
the Androphagi, and the Neuri, all of whom flee affrighted into 

1 Herodot. iv, llS, 119. 2 Herodot. iv, 120-122. 
3 Herodot. iv, 123. ·oaov µ'i:v o~ ;rp6vov ol IIfpaat ~i:aav oti!. T~r !.Kvi'ftK~' 

icat T~r I.avpoµanoor ;rCJp7/r, ol oe el;rov ovoev aiveat'fat, are ~r ;rwprg lofo7/r 
xtpaov • trrd De Te tr ri/v TWV Bovoivwv XWP1JV laif3a"Aov, etc. See Rennell, 
Geograph. System of Herodotus, p. 114, about the Oarus. 

The erections, whatever they were, which were supposed to mark the ex
treme point of the march of Darius, may be compared to those evidences 
of the extreme advance of Dionysus, which the Macedonian army saw on 
the north of the Jaxartes-" Liberi patris terminos." Quintus Curtius, 
vii, 9, 15, (vii, 37, 16, Zumpt.) 
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the northern desert, having been thus compelled against their will 
to share in the consequences of the war. The Agathyrsi peremp
torily require the Seythians to abstain from drawing the Persians 
into t!teir territory, on pain of being themselves treated as ene
mies : I the Scythians in consequence respect the boundaries of 
the Agathyrsi, and direct their retreat in such a manner as to 
draw the Persians again southward into Scythia. During all 
this long march backwards and forwards, there are partial skir
mishes and combats of horse, but the Scythians steadily refuse 
any general engagement. And though Darius challenges them 
formally, by means of a herald, with taunts of cowardice, the 
Scythian king Idanthyrsus not only refuses battle, but explains 
and defends his policy, and defies the Persian to come and 
destroy the tombs of their fathers, - it will then, he adds, be 
seen whether the Scythians are cowards or not.2 The difficulties 
of Darius have by this time become serious, when Idanthyrsus 
sends to him the menacing presents of a bird, a mouse, a frog, 
and five arrows : the Persians are obliged to commence a rapid 
retreat towards the Danube, leaving, in order to check and slacken 
the Scythian pursuit, the least effective and the sick part of their 
army encamped, together with the asses which had been brought 
with them,- animals unknown to the Scythians, and causing great 
alarm by their braying.3 . However, notwithstanding some delay 
thuii caused, as well as the anxious haste of Darius to reach the 
Danube, the Scythians, far more rapid in their movements, arrive 
at the river before him, and open a negotiation with the Ionians 
left in guard of the bridge, urging them to break it down and 
leave the Persian king to his fate, - inevitable destruction with 
his whole army.4 

1 Herodot. iv, 125. llekatrous ranks the Melanchlroni as a Scythian li'fvor; 
(Hekat. Fragment. 154, ed. Klausen): he also mentions several other sub
divisions of Scythians, who cannot be farther authenticated (Fragm. 155
160). 

'Herodot. iv, 126, 127. 
3 Herouot. iv, 128-132. The bird, the mouse, the frog, and the arrows, 

are explained to mean: Unless you take to the air like a bird, to the earth 
like a mouse, or to the water like a frog, you will become the victim of the 
Scythiau arrows. 

'Herodot. iv, 133. 
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Here we reenter the world of reality, at the north bank of the 
Danube, the place where we before quitted it. All that is re
ported to have passed in the interval, if tried by the tests of his
torical matter of fact, can be received as nothing better than a 
perplexing dream. It only acquires value when we consider it 
as an illustrative fiction, including, doubtless, some unknown 
matter of fact, but framed chiefly to exhibit in action those un
attackable Nomads, who formed the northeastern barbarous 
world of a Greek, and with whose manners Herodotus was pro
foundly struck. "The Scythiansl (says he) in regard to one of 
the greatest of human matters, have struck out a plan cleverer 
than any that I know. In other respects I do not admire them; 
but they have contrived this great object, ·that no invader of 
their country shall ever escape out of it, or shall ever be able to 
find out and overtake them, unless they themselves choose. For 
when men have neither walls nor established cities, but are all 
house-carriers and horse-bowmen, - living, not from the plough, 
but from cattle, and having their dwellings on wagons, - how 
can they be otherwise than unattackable and impracticable to 
meddle with?" The protracted and unavailing chase ascribed 
to Darius,- who can neither overtake his game nor use his arms, 
and who hardly even escapes in safety,- embodies in detail this 
formiftable attribute of the Scythian Nomads. That Darius ac
tually marched into the country, there can be no doubt. Nothing 
else is certain, except his· ignominious retreat out of it to the 
Danube ; for of the many different guesses,2 by which critics 

I Herodot. iv, 46. T<ii oe !.Kv'1tK<ii yivei: ev µ'tv TO µeyurTOV TWV uv{}pwrrntwv 
7rpTJyµarwv uo<fitJTaTa 'lrUVTwV l:t;evpnTat, TWV ~µeZr iilµev. TU µevTOl u/,,/,a OVK 
uya1ial. To O't µeyurrov OVTW a<fit uvei>pTJTal, C:,are U7ro<fivyieiv TE µnoiva 
l:rre/,,{}ovra lrrt upiar, µ'1 f3ov/,,oµivovr re lt;evpe{}ijvai, Kara/,,af3elv µ'1 olov Te 
elvat. Toiat y<lp µ~re uana µ~re re£xea ti eKTt<Iµiva, UAAU <fiepiotKOl tovrer 

0 1TiiVTt!', Ewut lrrrrorO~orat, 'c.Jvrt' µ~ Urr' UpOrov, UA.:V UrrO KT1jViCJv, olKfjµara 
of: <I</it ~ l'lrl (evyiwv, KW(; OVK av ei71uav OVTOL uµa;i:ot re Kat imopot 7rpouµ[u. 
yeiv; 

'Ef;eVp1JTal OE <I<fil Tavra, Ti/(; Te yi/!: loVaTj(;' f7rlTTjoe1Jr, Kat TWV 'lrOTuµwv 
l6vTwv a<fii uvµµu;i:wv, etc. 

Compare this with the oration of the Scythian envoys to Alexander the 
Great, as it stands in Quintus Curtius, vii. 8, 22 (vii, '35, 22, Zumpt). 

2 The statement of Strabo (vii, p. 305 ), which restricts the march of Da
rius to the country between the Danube and the Tyras (Dniester), is justly 
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have attempted to cut down the gigantic sketch of Herodotus 
into a march with definite limits and direction, not one rests upon 
any positive grounds, or carries the least conviction. 1Ve can 
trace the pervading idea in the mind of the historian, but cannot 
find out what were his substantive data. 

The adventures which took place at the passage of that river, 
both on the out-march and the home-march, wherein the Ionians 
are concerned, are far more within the limits of history. Here 
Herodotus possessed better means of information, and had less 
of a dominant iuea to illustrate. That which passed between 
Darius and the Ionians on his first crossing is very curious : I 
have reserved it until the present moment, because it is par
ticularly connected with the incidents which happened on his 
return. 

On reaching the Danube from Thrace, he found the bridge of 
boats ready, and when the whole army had passed over, he or
dered the Ionians to break it down, as well as to follow him in 
his land-march into Scythia ;l the ships being left with nothing 
but tlie rowers and seamen essential to navigate them homeward. 

pronounced by Niebuhr (Kleine Schriften, p. 3i2) to be a mere supposition 
suggested by the probabilities of the case, because it could not be understood 
how his large army should cross even the Dniester: it is not to be treated 
as an affirmation resting upon any authority. "As Herodotus tells us what 
is impossible (adds Niebuhr), we know nothing at all historically respecting 
the expedition." 

So again the conjecture of Palmerius (Exercitationes ad Auctorcs Grrocos, 
p. 21) carries on the march somewhat farther than the Dniester, -to the 
Hypanis, or perhaps to the Borysthenes. Rennell, Klaproth, and Reichard, 
are not afraid to extend the march on to the "\Volga. Dr. Thirlwall stops 
within the Tanais, admitting, however, that no correct historical account 
can be given of it. Eichwald supposes a long march up the Dniester into 
Volhynia and Lithuania. 

Compare 'C"kcrt, Skythien, p. 26 ; Dahlmann, Historische Forschungcn, 
ii, pp. 159-164; Schaffarik, Slavische Alterthiimer, i, 10, 3, i, 13, 4-5; and 
Mr. Kenrick, Remarks on the Life and ·writings of Herodotus, prefixed to 
his Notes on the Second Book of Herodotus, p. xxi. The latter is among 
those who cannot swim the Dniester: he says : "Probably the Dniester 
(Tyras) was the real limit of the expedition, and Bessarabia,Moldavia,and 
the Bukovina, the scene of it." 

1 Herodot. iv, 97. fi.apeio' lKiA.evae 1'0V~ '!c.Jva, 1'~V axeoi71v A.vaavra, l7rea
..'rat Kar' ~7retpov lc.Jvr<f>, Kat rov lK rwv vie.JV tJTpariiv. 
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His order was on the point of being executed, when, fortunately 
for him, the JUitylenrean general Kues ventured to call in ques
tion the prudence of it, having first asked whether it was the 
pleasure of the Persian king to listen to advice. He urged that 
the march on which they were proceeding might prove perilous, 
and retreat possibly unavoidable; because the Scythians, though 
certain to be defeated if brought to action, might perhaps not 
suffer themselves to be approached or even discovered. As a 
precaution against an contingencies, it was prudent to leave the 
bridge standing and watched by those who had constructed it. 
Far from being offended at the advice, Darius felt grateful for it, 
and desired that Kues would a~k him after his return for a suit
able reward,-which we shaU hereafter find granted. He then 
altered his resolution, took a cord, and tied sixty knots in it. 
"Take this cord (said he to the Ionians), unite one of the knots 
in it each day after my advance from the Danube into Scythia. 
Remain here and guard the bridge until you shall have untied 
all the knots ; but if by that time I shall not have returned, then 
depart and sail home."l After such orders he began his march 
into the interior. 

This anecdote is interesting, not only as it discloses the simple 
expedients for numeration and counting of time then practised, 
but also as it illustrates the geographical ideas prevalent. Darius 
did not intend to come back over the Danube, but to march round 
the Jl.Ireotis, and to return into Persia on the eastern side of the 
Euxine. No other explanation can be given of his orders. At 
first, confident of success, he orders the bridge to be destroyed 
forthwith: he will beat the Scythians, march through their coun
try, and reenter l\Ie<lia from the eastern side of the Euxine. 
When he is reminded that possibly he may not be able to find 
the Scythians, and may be obliged to retreat, he still continues 
persuaded that this must happen within sixty days, if it happens 
at all; and that, should he remain absent more than sixty <lays, 
such delay will be a convincing proof that he will take the other 
road of return instead of repassing the Danube. The reader 

1 Herodot. iv, 98. 1)v oe tv TQVT<,J Ti;> ;rpov<,1 µ~ 7rapew, uA.A.a odA.fJwrJt vµiv 
al fiµEpat TCiv aµµarwv, U'TrO\TA.ieTe t~ T~V vµeTip1}V avTeCJV. µexpt oe TOVTOIJ, 
l7ret Te ovTw µerioo~e, <fivA.arJrJere r~v "XeOi1Jv. 
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who looks at a map of the Euxine and its surrounding terri
tories may be startled at so extravagant a conception. But he 
shoulu recollect that there was no map of the same or nearly the 
same accuracy before Herodotus, much less before the contem
poraries of Darius. The iuea of entering l\Iedia by the north 
from Scythia and Sarmatia over the Caucasus, is familiar to He
rodotus in his sketch of the early marches of the Scythians and 
Cimmerians : moreover, he tell,; us that after the expedition of 
Darius, there came some Scythian envoys to Sparta, proposing 
an offensive alliance against Persia, and offering on their part to 
march across the Phasis into .l\ledia from the north,1 while the 
Spartans were invited to land on the shores of Asia l\Iinor, and 
auvance across the country to meet them from the west. '\Vhen 
we recollect that the Macedonians and their leader, Alexander 
the Great, having arrived at the river Jaxartes, on the north 
of Sogdiana, and on the east by the sea of Aral, supposed that 
they had reacheu the Tanais, and called the river by that 
name,2 - we shall not be astonished at the erroneous estimation 
of distance implied in the plan conceiveu by Darius. 

The Ionians had already remained in guard of the bridge be
yond the sixty days commanded, without hearing anything of the 
Persian army, when they were surpriseu by the appearance, not 
of that army, but of a body of Scythians, who acquainted them 
that Darius was in full retreat and in the greatest distress, and 
that his safety with the whole army depenued upon that bridge. 
They endeavored to prevail upon the Ionian>', since the sixty 
days included in their order to remain had now elapsed, to break 
the bridge and retire; assuring them that, if this were done, the 
destruction of the Persians was inevitable, - of course, the 
Ionians themselves would then Le free. At first, the latter were 
favorably disposed towards the proposition, which was warmly 
espoused by tbe Athenian l\Iiltiades, despot, or governor, of the 
Thracian Chersonese.3 Had he prevailed, the victor of l\Iarathon 

1 llerodot. vi, 84. Compare his account of the marches of the Cimme
rians and of the Scythians into Asia Minor and Media respectively (Herodot. 
i, 103, 104, iv, 12). 

• Arrian, Exp. Al. iii, 6, 15; Plutarch, Alcxand. c. 45; Quint. Curt. v'..i, 
7, 4, vii, 8, 30 (vii, 29, 5, vii, 36, 7, Zumpt). 

3 Herodot. iv, 133, 136, 137. 
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-for such we shall hereafter find him -would have thus inflicted 
a much more vital blow on Persia than even that celebrated 
action, and would have brought upon Darius the disastrous fate 
of his predecessor Cyrus. But the Ionian princes, though lean
ing at first towards his suggestion, were speedily converted by the 
representations of Histireus of 1Uiletus, who reminded them that 
the maintenance of his own ascendency over the 1Uilesians, and 
that of each despot in his respective city, was assured by means 
of Persian support alone, - the feeling of the population being 
everywhere against them: consequently, the ruin of Darius 
would be their ruin also. This argument proved conclusive. It 
was resolved to stay and maintain the bridge, but to pretend 
compliance with the Scythians, and prevail upon them to depart, 
by affecting to destroy it. Th~ northern portion of the bridge 
was accordingly destroyed, for the length of a bow-shot, and the 
Scythians departed under the persuasion that they had succeeded 
in depriving their enemies of the means of crossing the river.1 
It appears that they missed the track of the retreating host, which 
was thus enabled, after the severest privation and suffering, to 
reach the Danube in safety. Arriving during the darkness of 
the night, Darius was at first terrified to find the bridge no longer 
joining the northern bank : an Egyptian herald, of stentorian 
powers of voice, was ordered to call as loudly as po;;sible the 
name of Histireus the 1Uilesian. Answer being speedily made, 
the bridge was reestablished, and the Persian army passed over 
before the Scythians returned to the spot.2 

There can be no doubt that the Ionians here lost an opportu
nity eminently favorable, such as never again returned, foreman
cipating themselves from the Persian dominion. Their despots, 
by whom the determination was made, especially the :Milesian 
Ilistireus, were not induced to preserve the bridge by any honor
able reluctance to betray the trust reposed in them, but simply by 
selfish regard to the maintenance of their own unpopular domin
ion. And we may remark that· the real character of this im
pelling motive, as well as the deliberation accompanying it, may be 
assumed as resting upon very good evidence, since we are now 
arrived within the personal knowledge of the l\Iilesian historian 

1 Herodot. iv, 137-139. 9 Herodot. iv, 140, 141. 
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IIckatreus, who took an active part in the Ionic revolt a few 
years afterwards, and who may, perhaps, have been personally 
engaged in this e:i<:pedition. He will be found reviewing with 
prudence and sobriety the chances of that unfortunate revolt, and 
distrusting its success from the beginning ; while Histiams of J\Ii
letus will appear on the same occasion as the fomenter of it, in 
order to procure his release from an honorable detention at Susa, 
near the person of Darius. The selfishness of this despot hav
ing deprived his countrymen of that real and favorable chance of 
emancipation which the destruction of the bridge would have 
opened to them, threw them into perilous revolt a few years after
wards against the entire and unembarrassed force of the Persian 
king and empire. 

Extricated from the perils of Scythian warfare, Darius marched 
southward from the Danube through Thrace to the Hellespont, 
where he crossed from Sestus into Asia. He left, however, a 
considerable army in Europe, under the command of J'ifegabazus, 
to accomplish the conquest of Thrace. Perinthus on the Pro
pontis made a brave resistance,i but was at length subdued, and 
it appears that all the Thracian tribes, and all the Grecian colo
nies between the Hellespont and the Strymon, were forced to 
submit, giving earth and water, and becoming subject to tribute.2 
Near the lower Strymon, was the Edonian town of J\Iyrkinus, 
which Darius ordered to be made over to IIistireus of J'ililetus; 
for both this J\Iilesian, and Koes of J\Iitylene, had been desired 
by the Persian king to name their own reward for their fidelity 
to him on the passage over the Danube.3 Koes requested that 
he might be constituted despot of J'ilitylene, which was accom
plished by Persian authority; but Histiams solicited that the 
territory near J\Iyrkinus might be given to him for the foundation 
of a colony. As soon as the Persian conquests extended thus 
far, the site in question was presented to IIistireus, who entered 
actively upon his new scheme. We shall find the territory 
near J'ilyrkinus eminent hereafter as the site of Amphipolis. It 
offered great temptation to settlers, as fertile, well wooded, con
venient for maritime commerce, and near to auriferous and 

1 Hcrodot. iv, 143, 144, v, 1, 2. 1 Herodot. v, 2. 
a Hcrodot. v, 11. 
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argentiferous mountains.I It seems, however, that the Persian 
dominion in Thrace was disturbed by an invasion of the Scythi
ans, who, in revenge for the aggression of Darius, overran the 
country as far as the Thracian Chersonese, and are even said to 
have sent envoys to Sparta, proposing a simultaneous invasion of 
Persia from different sides, by Spartans and Scythians. The 
Athenian Miltiades, who was despot, or governor, of the Cherso
nese, was forced to quit it for some time, and Herodotus ascribes 
his retirement to the incursion of these Nomads. Ilut we may 
be permitted to suspect that the historian has misconceived the 
real cause of such retirement. l\Iiltiades could not remain in the 
Chersonese after he had incurred the deadly enmity of Darius 
by exhorting the Ionians to destroy the bridge over the 
Danube.2 

l Herodot. v, 23. 
2 Herodot. vi, 40-84. That Miltiades could have remained in the Cher

sonese undisturbed, during the interval between the Scythian expedition 
of Darius and the Ionic revolt, - when the Persians were complete masters 
of those regions, and when Otanes was punishing other towns in the neigh
borhood for evasion of service under Dariu", after he had declared so 
pointedly against the Persians on a matter of life and death to the king and 
army,- appears to me, as it does to Dr. Thirlwall (History of Gr. vol. ii, 
App. ii, p. 486, ch. xiv, pp. 226-249), eminently improbable. So forcibly 
does Dr. Thirlwall feel the difficulty, that he suspects the reported conduct 
and exhortations of Miltiades at the bridge over the Danube to have been 
a falsehood, fabricated by Miltiades himself, twenty years afterwards, for the 
purpose of acquiring popularity at Athens during the time immediately 
preceding the battle of Marathon. 

I cannot think this hypothesis admissible. It directly contradicts He
rodotus on a matter of fact very conspicuous, and upon which good means 
of information seem to have been within his reach. I have already 
observed that the historian Hekatreus must have possessed personal knowl
edge of all the relations between the Ionians and Darius, and that he very 
probably may have been even present at the bridge: all the information given 
by Hekatreus upon these points would be open to the inquiries of !Ieroclo
tus. The unbounded gratitude of Darius towards Histircus shows that 
some one or more of the Ionic de8pots present at the bridge must have 
powerfully enforced the expediency of breaking it down. That the name 
of the despot who stood forward as prime mover of this resolution should 
have been forgotten and not mentioned at the time, is highly improbable; 
yet such must have been the case if a fabrication by Miltiades twenty 
years afterwards could successfully fill up the blank with his own name. 
The two most prominent matters talked of, after the retreat of Darius, in 
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Nor did the conquests of l\Iegabazus stop at the western bank 
of the Sfrymon. Ile carried his arms across that river, conquer-

reference to the bridge, would probably be the name of the leader who 
urged its destruction, and the name of Histireus, who preserved it. Indeed, 
the mere fact of the mischievous influence exercised by the latter after
wards would be pretty sure to keep these points of the case in full view. 

There are means of escaping from the difficulty of the case, I think, with
out contradicting Herodotus on any matter of fact important and conspic
uous, or indeed on any matter of fact whatever. \Ve see by vi, 40, that 
Miltiades did quit the Chersonese between the close of the Scythian expedi
tion of Darius and the Ionic revolt; Herodotus, indeed, tells us that he 
quitted it in consequence of an incursion of the Scythians : but without 
denying the fact of such an incursion, we may reasonably suppose the his
torian to have been mistaken ii;i assigning it as the cause of the flight of 
Miltiades. The latter was prevented from living in the Chersonese con
tinuously, during the interval between the Persian invasion of Scythia and 
the Ionic revolt, by fear of Persian enmity. It is not necessary for us to 
believe that he was never there at all, but his residence there must have 
been inte1n1pted and insecure. The chronological data in Hcrodot. vi, 40, 
are exceedingly obscure and perplexing; but it seems to me that the sup
position which I suggest introduces a pluusible coherence into the series of 
historical facts, with the slightest possible contradiction to ~nr capital 
witness. 

The only achievement of Miltiades, between the affair on the Danube 
and his return to Athens shortly before the battle of Marathon, is the con
quest of Lemnos; and that must have taken place evidently while the Per
sians were occupied by the Ionic revolt, (between 502-494 n.c.) There is 
nothing in his recorded deeds inconsistent with the belief, therefore, that 
between 515-502 n.c. he may not have resided in the Chersonese at all, or 
at least not for very long together: and the statement of Cornelius Nepos, 
that he quitted it immediately after the return from Scythia, from fear of 
the Persians, may be suhstantially true. Dr. Thirlwall observes (p. 487) 
-"As little would it appear thut when the Scythians invaded the Cher
soucse, Miltiades was conscious of having endeavored to renrlcr them an 
important service. He flies before them, though he had been so secure 
while the Persian arms were in his neighborhood." He has here put his 
finger on what I believe to be the error of Herodotus, - the supposition 
that .Miltiades fletl from the Chcrsonese to avoid the Seythians, whereas 
he really left it to avoid the Persians. 

The story of Strabo (xiii, p. 591 ), that Darius c'aused the Greek cities 
on the Asiatic side of the Hellespont to be burnt down, in order to hinder 
them from affording means of transport to the Scythians into Asia, seems 
to me highly improbable. These towns appear in their ordinary condition, 
Abydus among them, at the time of the Ionic revolt a few years afterwards 
(Hcrodot. v, 117). 
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ing the Preonians, and reducing the Macedonians under Amyn
tas to tribute. A considerable number of the Preonians were 
transported across into Asia, by express order of Darius; whose 
fancy had been struck by seeing at Sardis a beautiful Preonian 
woman carrying a vessel on her head, leading a horse to water, 
and spinning flax, all at the same time. This woman had been 
brought over, we are told, by her two brothers, Pigres and l\Ian
tyes, for the express purpose of arresting the attention of the 
Great King. They hoped by this means to be constituted des
pots of their countrymen, and we may presume that their scheme 
succeeded, for such part of the Preonians as 1\Iegabazus could 
subdue were conveyed across to Asia and planted in some vil
lages in Phrygia. Such violent transportations of inhabitants 
were in the genius of the Persian government.• 

From the Preonian lake Pras'ias, seven eminent Persians were 
sent as envoys into l\facedonia, to whom Amyntas readily gave 
the required token of submission, inviting them to a splendid 
banquet. When exhilarated with wine, they demanded to see 
the women of the regal family, who, being accordingly introduced, 
were rudely dealt with by the strangers. At length, the son of 
Amyntas, Alexander, resented the insult, and exacted for it a 
signal vengeance. Dismissing the women, under pretence that 
they should return after a bath, he brought back in their place 
youths in female attire, armed with daggers: the Persians, pro
ceeding to repeat their caresses, were all put to death. Their 
retinue and splendid carriages and equipment which they had 
brought with them disappeared at the same time, without any 
tidings reaching the Persian army. And when Bubares, another 
eminent Persian, was sent into l\facedonia to institute researches, 
Alexander contrived to hush up the proceeding by large bribes, 
and by giving him his sister Gygrea in marriage.2 

1\Ieanwhile 1\Iegabazus crossed over into Asia, carrying with 
him the Preonians from the river Strymon. Having been in 

1 Hcfodot. v, 13-16. Nikolaus Damn.skcnus (Fragm. p. 36, ed. Orell.) 
tells a similar story about the means by which a Mysian woman attracted 
the notice of the Lydian king Alyattes. Such repetition of a striking 
story, in reference to different people and times, has many parallels in 
ancient history. 

2 Herodot. v, 20, 21. 
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those regions, he had become alarmed at the progress of IIistireus 
with his new city of :Myrkinus, and communicated his apprehen
sions to Darius; who was prevailed upon to send for Histiams, 
retaining him about his person, and carrying him to Susa as 
counsellor and friend, with every mark of honor, but with the 
secret intention of never letting him revisit Asia :Minor. The 
fears. of the Persian general were probably not unr~asonable: 
but this detention of Histireus at Susa, became in the sequel an 
important event.l 

On departing for his capital, Darius nominated his brother 
Artaphernes satrap of Sardis, and Otanes, general of the forces 
on the coast, in place of J\Iegabazus. The new general dealt 
very severely with various towns near the Propontis, on the 
ground that they had evaded their duty in the late Scythian ex
pedition, and had even harassed tbe army of Darius in its retreat. 
He took Byzantium and Chalkedon, as well as Ant.andrus in the . 
Troad, and Lamponium; and wit.h the aid of a fleet from Lesbos, 
he achieved a new conquest., - the islands of Lemnos and Im
bros, at that time occupied by a Pelasgic population, seemingly 
without any Greek inhabitants at all. 

These Pelasgi were of cruel and piratical character, if we 
may judge by the tenor of the legends respecting them ; Lem
nian misdeeds being cited as a proverbial expression for atroci
ties.:i They were distinguished also for ancient worship of Ile
phrestus, together with mystic rites in honor of the Kabeiri, and 
even human sacrifices to their Great Goddess. In their two 
cities, - Ilephrestias on the east of the island, and J\Iyrina on 
the west,-they held out bravely against Otanes, nor did they 

1 Hcrodot. v, 23, 24. 
'Herodot. vi, 138. JEschyl. Chocp110r. 632; Stephan. Byz. v, A~µvor;. 
The mystic rites in honor of the Kubeiri at Lcmnos and Imbros arc par

ticularly noticed by Pherekydcs (ap. Strabo, x, p. 472): compare Photius, 
v, Ka(3etpot, and the remarkable description of the periodical Lcmnian 
solemnity in Philostratus (Heroi. p. 740). 

The volcanic mountain Mosychlus, in the northeastern portion of the 
island, was still burning in the fourth century n.c. ( Antimach. Fragment. 
xviii, p. 103, Diintzcr Epicc. Grrec. Fragm.) 

W elcker's Dissertation (Die JEschylische Trilogie, p. 2-18, seqq.) enlarges 
much upon the Lemnian and Samothracian worship. 
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submit until they had undergone long and severe hardship. Ly
karetus, brother of that J\Ireandrius whom we have already no
ticed as despot of Samos, was named governor of Lemnos ; but 
he soon after died.I It is probable that the Pelasgic population 
of the islands was greatly enfeebled during this struggle, and we 
even hear that their king Hermon voluntarily emigrated, from 
fear of Darius.I! 
Lemno~ and Imbros thus became Persian possessions, lield by 

a subordinate prince as tributary. A few years afterwards their 
lot was again changed, - they passed into the hands of Athens, 
the Pelasgic inhabitants were expelled, and fresh Athenian set
tlers introduced. They were conquered by JUiltiades from the 
Thracian Chersonese; from Elreus at the south of that penin
sula to Lemnos being within less than one day's sail with a 
north wind. The Hephrestieans abandoned their city and evacu
ated the island with little resistance ; but the inhabitants of My
rina stood a siege,3 and were not expelled without difficulty: 
both of them found abodes in Thrace, on and near the peninsula 
of Mount Athos. Both these islands, together with that of 
Skyros (which was not taken until after the invasion of Xerxes), 
remained connected with Athens in a manner peculiarly intimate. 
At the peace of Antalkidas (387 n.c.), - which guaranteed 
universal autonomy to every Grecian city, great and small, 
they were specially reserved, and considered as united with 
Athens.4 The property in their soil was held by men who, with
out losing their Athenian citizenship, became Lemnian kleruchs, 
and as such were classified apart among the military force of the 
state; while absence in Lemnos or Imbros seems to have been 

1 IIerodot. v, 26, 27. The twenty-seventh chapter is extremely perplex
ing. As the text reads at present, we onght to make Lykaretus the sub
ject of certain predications which yet seem properly referable to Otanes. 
We must consider the words from Oi µ'i:v olj A~µvwt -down to reAevr~ 
as parenthetical, which is awkward ; but it seems the least difficulty in the 
case, artd the commentators are driven to adopt it. 

2 Zcnob. Proverb. iii, 85. 
3 Herodot. vi, 140. Charax ap. Stephan.Byz. v, •Hipaiar[a. 
4 Xenophon, Hellen. v, 1, 31. Compare Plato, Mcnexenus, c. 17, p. 245, 

where the words nµfrepat chro[Ktat doubtless mean Lemnos, Imbros, and 
Skyros. 
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accepted as an excuse for delay before the courts of justice, so 
ao. to escape the penalties of contumacy, or departure from the 
country.I It is probable that a considerable number of poor 
Athenian citizens were provided with lots of land in these islands, 
though we have no direct information of the fact, and are even 
obliged to guess the precise time at which l\Iiltiades made the 
conquest. Herodotus, according to his usual manner, connects 
the conquest with an ancient oracle, and represents it as the re
tribution for ancient legendary crime committed by certain Pe
lasgi, who, many centuries before, had been expelled by the 
Athenians from Attica, and had retired to Lemnos. Full of this 
legend, he tells us nothing about the proximate causes or circum
stances of the conquest, which must probably have been accom
plished by the efforts of Athens, jointly with l\Iiltiades from the 
Chersoncse, during the period that the Persians were occupied 
in quelling the Ionic revolt, between 502-494 B.c., - f'ince it is 
hardly to be supposed that l\Iiltiades would have ventured thus 
to attack a Persian possession during the time that the satraps 
had their hands free. The acquisition was probably facilitated 
by the fact, that the Pelasgic population of the islands had been 
weakened, as well by their former resistance to the Persian 
Otanes, as by some years passed under the deputy of a Persian 
satrap. 

In mentioning the conquest of Lemnos by the Athenians and 

1 Thucyd. iv, 28, v, 8, vii, 57; I'hylarchus ap. Athenmum, vi, p. 255; 
Demosthen. I'hilippic. I, c. 12, p. 17, R: compare the Inscription, No. 1686, 
in the collection of Boeckh, with his remarks, p. 297. 

About the stratagems rcwrted to before the Athenian dikastery, to pro
cure delay by pretended absence in Lemnos or Skyros, see Ismns, Or. vi, 
p. 58 (p. 80, Bek.); Pollux, viii, 7, 81 ; Ilesych. v, 'Iµf3ptor; Suidas, v, 
Ari,uvia rJiKrJ: compare also Carl Rhode, Res Lemnicre, p. 50 ("Wrntislaw 
1829). 

It seems as if dr ArJ,Ul'OV rrAelv had come to be a proverbial expression at 
Athens for getting out of the way, - evacling the performance of cluty: this 
seems to he the sense of Demosthenes, Philipp. i, c. 9, p. 14. uA~: eir µev 
A~µvov TOV rrap' vµwv Zrrrrapxov rJei 11'Aeiv, TWV o' vdp TWV T~r r.6Aec.ir KT'f}
µu-c.iv clyc.iv1~01iivc.iv l\IeviAaov lrrr.apxezv. 

From the passage of Isreus afiove alluded to, which Rhode seems to me 
to constme incon-cctly, it appears that there was a legal connubium between 
Athenian citizens and Lemnian women. 

http:clyc.iv1~01iivc.iv
http:r.6Aec.ir
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Miltiades, I have anticipated a little on the course of events, be
cause that conquest,- though coinciding in point of time with 
the Ionic revolt (which will be recounted in the following chap
ter), and indirectly caused by it, in so far as it occupied the atten
tion of the Persians, - lies entirely apart from the operations of 
the revolted Ionians. ·when 1\Iiltiades was driven out of the Cher
sonese by the Persians, on the suppression of the Ionic revolt, 
his fame, derived from having subdued Lemnos,I contributed 
both to neutralize the enmity which hehad incurred as governor 
of the Chersonese, and to procure his election as one of the ten 
generals for the year of the l\Iarathonian combat. 

CHAPTER XXXV. 

IOXIC REVOLT. 

HITHERTO, the history of the Asiatic Greeks has flowed in a 
stream distinct from that of the European Greeks. The present 
chapter will mark the period of confluence between the two. 

At the time when Darius quitted Sardis on his return to Susa, 
carrying with him the l\Iilesian Histireus, he left Artaphernes, 
his brother, as satrap of Sardis, invested with the supreme com
mand of Western Asia l\Iinor. The Grecian cities on the coast, 
comprehended under his satrapy, appear to have been chiefly 
governed by native despots in each; and l\filetus especially, in 
the absence of Histireus, was ruled by his son-in-law Aristagoras. 
That city was now in the height of power and prosperity, - in 
every respect the leading city of Ionia. The return of Darius 
to Susa may be placed seemingly about 512 B.c., from which 
time forward the state of things above described continued, with
out. disturbance, for eight or ten years, - "a respite from suffer
ing," to use the significant phrase of the historian.2 

1 Herodot. vi, 136. 

9 IIerodot. v, 27. MeTa oe ov 1rOA)..ilv xp6vov, uvec.ir tcaKi:JV fiv - or uveuir 
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It was about the year 506 n.c., that the exiled Athenian des
pot Hippias, after having been repelled from Sparta by the 
unanimous refusal of the Lacedmmonian allies to take part in 
his cause, presented himself from Sigeium as a petitioner to 
Artaphernes at Sardis. Ile now, doubtless, found the benefit of 
the alliance which he had formed for his daughter with the des
pot .lEantidils of Lampsakus, whose favor with Darius would 
stand him in good stead. Ile made pressing representations to 
the satrap, with a view of procuring restoration to Athens, on 
condition of holding it under Persian dominion ; and Artaphernils 
was prepared, if an opportunity offered, to aid him in his design. 
So thoroughly had he resolved on espousing actively the cause 
of Hippias, that when the Athenians despatched envoys to Sar
dis, to set forth the case of the city against its exiled pretender, 
he returned to them an answer not merely of denial, but of me
nace, - bidding them receive Hippias back again, if they looked 
for safety.I Such a reply was equivalent to a declaration of war, 

1wKwv - if the conjecture of some critics be adopted. Mr. Clinton, with 
Larcher and others (see Fasti Hellen. App. 18, p. 314}, construe this passage 
as if the comma were to be placed after µera oe, so that the historian 
would be made to affirm that the period of repose lasted only a short time. 
It appears to me that the comma ought rather to be placed after xpovov, 
and that the "short time" refers to those evils which the historian had been 
describing before. There must have been an interval of eight years at least, 
if not of ten years, between the events which the historian had been de
scribing- the evils inflicted hy the attacks of Otanes - and the breaking 
out of the Ionic revolt; which latter event no one places earlier than 504 
n.c., though some prefer 502 n.c., others even 500 n.c. 

If, indeed, we admitted with 1Vesseling (ad Herodot. vi, 40; and 1'Ir. 
Clinton seems inclined towards the same opinion, see p. 314, ut sup.) that 
the Scythian expedition is to be placed in 508-507 n.c., then indeed the in
terval between the campaign of Otanes and the Ionic revolt would be con
tracted into one or two years. But I have already observed that I cannot 
think 508 n.c. a correct date for the Scythian expedition : it seems to me 
to belong to about 515 B.c. Nor do I know what reason there is for deter
mining the date as "\Vcsseling does, except this very phrase ov rroililov 
xpovov, which is on every ~upposition exceedingly vague, and which he 
appears to me not to have construed in the best way. 

1 Herodot. v, 96. '0 cle 'Apra<j>f:pvrir; lKD.evf: cnpea~ el f3ov'Aoforo u6o' eivat, 
Karaof:1a:r119at or.tu(,) rov 'Imri11v. 
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and so it was construed at Athens. It leads us to infer that he 
was even then revolving in his mind an expedition against At
tica, in conjunction with IIippias; but, fortunately for the Athe
nians, other projects and necessities intervened to postpone for 
several years the execution of the scheme. 

Of these new projects, the first was that of conquering the 
island of Naxos. Here, too, as in the case of Hippias, the insti
gation arose from Naxian exiles, - a rich oligarchy which had 
been expelled by a rising of the people. This island, like all the 
rest of the Cyclades, was as yet independent of the Persians.I It 
was wealthy, prosperous, possessing a large population both of 
freemen and slaves, and defended as well by armed ships as by a 
force of eight thousand heavy-armed infantry. The exiles ap
plied for aid to Aristagoras, who sa,\r that he could turn them 
into instruments of dominion for himself in the island, provided 
he could induce Artaphernes to embark in the project along 
with him, - his own force not being adequate by itself. Accord
ingly, he went to Sardis, and laid his project before the satrap, 
intimating that as soon as the exiles should land with a powerful 
support, Naxos would be reduced with little trouble: that the 
neighboring islands of Paros, Andros, Tenos, and the other Cy
clades, could not long hold out after the conquest of Naxos, nor 
even the large and valuable island of Eubroa. He himself en
gaged, if a fleet of one hundred ships were granted to him; to 
accomplish all these conquests for the Great King, and to bear 
the expenses of the armamP.nt besides. Artaphernes warmly en
tered into the scheme, loaded him with praise, and promised him 
in the ensuing spring two hundred ships instead of one hundred. 
A messenger despatched to Susa, having brought back the ready 
consent of Darius, a large armament was forthwith equipped, 
under the command of the Persian l\Iegabates, to be placed at 

1 Herodot. v, 31. Plutarch says that Lygdamis, esta!Jlished as despot at 
Naxos by Pcisistratus (IIcrodot. i, 64), was expelled from this post by 
the Lacedremonians (De Herodot. l\Ialignitat. c. 21, p. 859). I confess that 
I do not place much confidence in the statements of that treatise, as to the 
many despots expelled by Sparta: we neither know the source from whence 
Plutarch borrowed them, nor any of the circumstances connected with 
them. 

http:armamP.nt
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the disposal of Aristagoras, - composed both of Persians and of 
all the tributaries near the coast.I 

·with this force Aristagoras and the Naxian exiles set sail from 
l\Iiletus, giving out that they were going to the Hellespont. On 
reaching Chios, they waited in its western harbor of Kaukasa 
for a fair wind to carry them straight across to Naxos. No sus
picion was entertained in that island of its real purpose, nor was 
any preparation made for resistance, and the success of Aristag
oras would have been complete, had it not been defeated by an 
untoward incident ending in dispute. J\Iegabates, with a solici
tude which we are surprised to discern in a Persian general, per
sonally made the tour of his fleet, to see that every ship was 
under proper watch, and discovered a ship from l\Iyndus (an 
Asiatic Dorian city near Halikarnassus), left without a single 
man on board. Incensed at this neglect, he called before him 
Skylax, the commander of the ship, and ordered him to be put 
in chains, with his head projecting outwards through one of the 
apertures for oars in the ship's side. Skylax was a guest and 
friend of Aristagoras, who, on hearing of this punishment, inter
ceded with J\Iegabates for his release ; but finding the request 
refused, took upon him to release the prisoner himseif. He even 
went so far as to treat the remonstrance of J\Iegabates with dis
dain, reminding him that, according to the instructions of Arta
phernes, he was only second and himself ( Aristagoras) first. The 
pride of J\Iegabates could not endure such treatment : as soon as 
night arrived, he sent a private intimation to Naxos of the com
ing of the fleet, warning the islanders to be on their guard. The 
warning thus fortunately received was turned by the Naxians to 
the best account. They carried in their property, laid up stores, 
and made every preparation for a siege, so that when the fleet, 
probably delayed by the dispute between its leaders, at length 
arrived, it was met by a stout resistance, remained on the shore 
of the island for four months in prosecution of an unavailing 
siege, and was obliged to retire without accomplishing anything 
beyond the erection of a fort, as lodgment for the Naxian exiles • 
.After a large cost incurred, not only by the Persians, but also by 

1 IIcrodot. v, 30, 31. 
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Aristagoras himself, the unsuccessful armament was brought back 
to the coast of Ionia.I 

The failure of this expedition threatened Aristagoras with 
entire ruin. Ile had incensed l\Iegabates, deceivea Artaphernes, 
and incurred an obligation, which he knew not how to discharge, 
of indemnifying the latter for the costs of the fleet. He began 
to revolve in his mind the scheme of revolting from Persia, 
when it so happened that there arrived nearly at the srune mo
ment a messenger from his father-in-law, Ilisti::eus, who was 
detained at the court of Susa, secretly instigating him to this very 
resolution. Not knowing whom to trust with this dangerous 
message, Histi::eus had caused the head of a faithful slave to 
be shaved, - branded upon it the words necessary, - and 
then despatched him, so soon as his hair had grown, to l\Ii
letus, with a verbal intimation to Aristagoras that his head 
was to be again shaved and examined.2 Histi::eus sought to 
provoke this perilous rising, simply as a means of procuring 
his own release from Susa, and in the calculation that Darius 
would send him down to the coast to reestablish order. His 
message, arriving at so critical a moment, determined the falter
ing resolution of Aristagoras, who convened his principal parti
sans at J\filetus, and laid before them the formidable project of 
revolt. All of them approved it, with one remarkable exception, 
- the historian Ilekat::eus of J\filetus; who opposed it as alto
gether ruinous, and contended that the power of Darius was too 
vast to leave them any prospect of success. When he found di
rect opposition fruitless, he next insisted upon the necessity of at 
once seizing the large treasures in the neighboring temple of 
Apollo, at Branchid::e, for the purpose of carrying on the revolt. 
By this means alone, he said, could the J\Iilesians, too feeble to 
carry on the contest with their own force alone, hope to become 
masters at sea, - while, if tltey did not take these treasures, the 
victorious enemy surely would. Neither of these recommenda
tions, both of' them indicating sagacity and foresight in the pro
poser, were listened to. Probably the seizure of the treasures, 
- though highly useful for the impending struggle, and though 

1 Herodot. v, 34, 35. 

1 Herodot. v, 35: compare Polyren. i, 24, and Aul us Gellius, N. A. xvii, 9. 
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in the end they fell into the hands of the enemy, as Hekatreus 
anticipated, - would have beeJJ. insupportable to the pious feel
ings of the people, and would thus have proved more injurious 
than beneficial :1 perhaps, indeed, llekatreus himself may have 
urged it with the indirect view of stifling the whole project. \Ve 
may remark that he seems to have urged the question as if Ui
Ietus were to stand alone in the revolt; not anticipating, as indeed 
no prudent man could then anticipate, that the Ionic cities gener
ally would follow the example. 

Aristagoras and his friends resolved forthwith to revolt, and 
their first step was to conciliate popular favor throughout A_:>iatic 
Greece by putting down the despots in all the various cities, 
the instruments not less than the supports of Persian ascen
dency, as Ilistireus had well urged at the bridge of the Danube. 
The opportunity was favorable for striking this blow at once on 
a considerable scale. The fleet, recently employed at Naxos, 
had not yet dispersed, but was still assembled at l\Iyus, with 
many of the despots present at the head of their ships. Iatrag
oras was despatched from l\Iiletus, at once to seize as many of 
them as he could, and to stir up the soldiers to revolt. This de
cisive proceeding was the first manifesto against Darius. Iatrag
oras was successful : the fleet went along with him, and many 
of the despots fell into his hands, - among them Histireus (a 
second person so named) of Termera, Oliatus of Mylasa (both 
Kariaris),2 Kues of l\Iitylene, and Aristagoras (also a second 
person so named) of Kyme. At the same time the l\Iilesian 
Aristagoras himself, while he formally proclaimed revolt against 
Darius, and invited the l\Iilesians to follow him, laid down his 
own authority, and affected to place the government in the hands 
of the people. Throughout most of the towns of Asiatic Greece, 
insulax and continental, a similar revolution was brought ~bout; 
the despots were expelled, and the feelings of the citizens were 
thus warmly interested in the revolt. Such of these despots as 
fell into the bands of Aristagoras were surrendered into the hands 
of their former subjects, by whom• they were for the most part 
quietly dismissed, and we shall find them hereafter active auxil

1 Hcrodot. v, 36. 
2 Compare Herodotus, v, 121, and vii, 98. Oliatus was ·son of Ibanolis, 

as was also the Mylasian Herakleides mentioned in v, 121. 
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iaries to the Persians. To this treatment the only exception 
mentioned is Koes, who was stoned to death by the Mityle
nreans.1 

By these first successful steps the Ionic revolt was made to 
assume an extensive and formidable character; much more so, 
probably, than the prudent IIekatmus had anticipated as practi
cable. The naval force of the Persians in the JEgean was at once 
taken away from them, and passed to their opponents, who were 
thus completely masters of the sea; and would in fact have re
mained so, if a second naval force had not been brought up 
against them from Phenicia, - a proceeding never before resorted 
to, and perhaps at that time not looked for. 

Having exhorted all the revolted towns to name their generals, 
and to put themselves in a state of defence, Aristagoras crossed 
the JEgean to obtain assistance from Sparta, then under the gov
ernment of king Kleomenes ; to whom he addressed himself, 
"holding in his hand a brazen tablet, wherein was engraved the 
circuit of the entire earth, with the whole sea and all the rivers." 
Probably this was the first map or plan which had ever been 
seen at Sparta, and so profound was the impression which it 
made, that it was remembered there even in the time of IIerod
otus.2 Having emphatically entreate<l the Spartans to step 
forth in aid of their Ionic brethren, now engaged in a desperate 
struggle for freedom, - he proceeded to describe the wealth and 

1 Hcrodot. v, 36, 37 ; vi, 9. 
2 Herodot. v, 49. Tei' 07/ (KA.eoµevet) tr A.6yovr fli'e, iir Aatceoatµ6vtoi 

A.eyov<rt, fX<.JV XUAKEOV 7rtvatca, lv T<iJ )'l;> a7ra<r71r 7rtptooo> lveTfrµTJTO, Kat 
~aA.auua Te 7ra<ra teat 7roraµol 7ravrer. 

The earliest map of which mention is made was prepared by Anaximan
der in Ionia, apparently not long before this period: see Strabo, i, p. 7; 
Agathemerus, I, c. I; Diogen. Laert. ii, I. 

Grosskurd, in his note on the above passage of Strabo, as well as Larcher 
and other critics, appear to think, that though this tablet or chart of Anax
imander was the earliest which embraced the whole known earth, there 
were among the Greeks others still earlier, which described particular coun
tries. There is no proof of this, nor can I think it probable : the passage 
of Apollonius Rhodius (iv, 279) with the Scholia to it, which is cited as 
evidence, appears to me unworthy of attention. 

Among the Roman Agrimensores, it was the ancient practice to engrave 
their plans, of land surveyed, npon tablets of brass, which were deposited 
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abundance (gold, silver, brass, vestments, cattle, and slaves), 
together with the ineffective weapons and warfare of the Asiatics. 
The latter, he said, could be at once put down, and the former 
appropriated, by military training such as that of the Spartans, 
- whose long spear, brazen helmet and breastplate, and ample 
shield, enabled them to despise the bow, the short javelin, the 
light wicker target, the turban and trowsers, of a Persian.l Ile 
then traced out on his brazen plan the road from Ephesus to 
Susa, indicating the intervening nations, all of them affording a 
booty more or less rich; but he magnified especially the vast 
treasures at Susa: "Instead of fighting your neighbors, he con
cluded, Argeians, Arcadians, and l\Iessenians, from whom you 
get hard blows and small reward, why do you not make yourself 
ruler of all Asia,2 a prize not less easy than lucrative?" Kleom
enes replied to these seductive instigations by desiring him to 
come for an answer on the third day. 1Vhen that day arrived, 
he put to him the simple question, how far it was from Susa to 
the sea? To which Aristagoras answered, with more frankness 
than dexterity, that it was a three months' journey; and he was 
proceeding to enlarge upon the facilities of the road when Kleom
enes interrupted him: "Quit Sparta before sunset, l\Iilesian 
stranger; you are no friend to the Lacedremonians, if you want 
to carry them a three months' journey from the sea." In spite 
of this peremptory mandate, Aristagoras tried a last resource: 
he took in his hand the bough of supplication, and again went 
to the house of Kleomenes, who was sitting with his daughter 
Gorgo, a girl of eight years old. He requested Kleomenes to 
send away the child, but this was refused, and he was desired to 
proceed; upon which he began to offer to the Spartan king a 
bribe for compliance, bidding continually higher and higher from 
ten talents up to fifty. At length, the little girl suddenly ex-

in the public archives, and of which copies were made for private use, 
though the original was referred to in case of legal dispute ( Siculus Flaccus 
ap. Rei Agrarire Scriptores, p. 16, ed. Goes: compare Giraud, Recherches 
sur le Droit de Propriete, p. 116, Aix, 1838). 

Herodot. v, 49. OtlKVVi;' ol: raiira D.tye ti; 1'~V riJi; yiii; mpfooov, 1'~V t<j>i
pero fv r{iJ 'lrtVaKL evrerµTJµivTJV. 

2 Herodot. v, 49. m'tpexov ol: riJi; 'AaiTJr 7raU1J> ap;i;etv ev7reric.Jr, aA.A.o n 
aip~aeai'Je; 

l 

http:ev7reric.Jr
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claimed, "Father, the stranger will corrupt you, if you do not at 
once go away." The exclamation so struck Kleomenes, that he 
broke up the interview, and Aristagoras forthwith quitted Sparta.I 

Doubtless Herodotus heard the account of this interview from 
Laced.:emonian informants. But we may be permitted to doubt, 
whether any such 1rnggestions were really made, or any such 
hopes held out, as those which he places in the mouth of Aristag
oras,-suggestious and hopes which might well be conceived in 
450-440 B.c., after a generation of victories over the Persians, 
but which have no pertinence in the year 502 B.c. Down even to 
the battle of Marathon, the name of the :Medes was a terror to 
the Greeks, and the Athenians are highly and justly extolled as 
the first who dared to look them in the face.2 To talk about an 
easy march up to the treasures of Susa and the empire of all 
Asia, at the time of the Ionic revolt, would have been considered 
as a proof of insanity. Aristagoras may very probably have 
represented, that the Spartans were more than a match for 
Persians in the field; but even thus much would have been con
sidered, in 502 B.c., rather as the sanguine hope of a petitioner 
than as the estimate of a sober looker-on. 

The J\Iilesian chief had made application to Sparta, as the 
presiding power of Hellas, - a character which we thus find 
more and more recognized and passing into the habitual feeling 
of the Greeks. Fifty years previously to this, the Spartans had 
been flaHered by the circumstance, that Crresus singled them 
out from all other Greeks to invite as allies : now they accepted 
such priority as a matter of course.2 

1 Hcrodot. v, 49, 50, 51. Compare Plutarch, Apophthegm. Laconic. p. 240. 
vVe may remark, both in this instance and throughout all the life and 

time of Klcomencs, that the Spartan king has the .active management and 
direction of foreign affairs, - subject, however, to trial and punishment by 
the ephors in case of mis behavior ( Herodot. vi, 82). vVe shall hereafter 
find the ephors gradually taking into their own hands, more and more, the 
actual management . 

• Herodot. vi, 112. rrpi:Jroi re uvfoxovro fo&iJra re M710£K~V opiovrec, 
Kat avopar ravr71v fo{}71µ€vovr. riwc oe fiv roicn .Ei\.i\.71at Kat TO ovvoµa ril 
Mijclwv </Jof3or aKovaat. 

3 Aristugoras says to the Spartans (v, 49)- ril. Kar~Kovra yup fort ravra· 
'Ic.ivwv rraioac OOVAOV(" elvat avr' li\.ev&ipwv, ovetooc Kat ai\.yoc µ€ytarov µ);v 
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Rejected at Sparta, Aristagoras proceeded to Athens, now de
cidedly the second power in Greece. And here he found an 
easier task, not only as it was the metropolis, or mother-city, of 
Asiatic Ionia, but also as it had already incurred the pro
nounced hostility of the Persian satrap, and might look to be 
attacked as soon as the project came to suit his conv1mience, 
under the instigation of Hippias: whereas the Spartans had not 
only no kindred with Ionia, beyond that of common Hellenism, 
but were in no hostile relations with Persia, and would have 
been provoking a new enemy by meddling in the Asiatic war. 
The promises and representations of Aristagoras were accordingly 
received with great favor by the Athenians: who, over and 
above the claims of sympathy, had a powerful interest in sus
taining the Ionic re>olt as an indirect protection to themselves, 
- and to whom the abstraction of the Ionic fleet from the Per
sians afforded a conspicuous and important relief: The Athe
nians at once resolved to send a fleet of twenty ships, under 
l\Ielanthius, as an aid to the revolted Ionians, - ships which are 
styled by Herodotus, "the beginning of the mischiefs between 
Greeks and barbarians,'' -as the ships in which Paris crossed 
the JEgean had before been called in the Iliad of Homer. He
rodotus farther remarks that it seems easier to deceive many men 
together than one, - since Aristagoras, after having failed with 
Kleomenes, thus imposed upon the thirty thousand citizens of 
Athens.I But on this remark two comments suggest themselves. 
First, the circumstances of Athens and Sparta were not the 
same in regard to the Ionic quarrel, - an observation which 
Herodotus himself had made a little while before: the Athe
nians had a material interest in the quarrel, political as well as 

avroicn ~µiv, Ert oe TWV Aotrrwv vµiv, O(f'f1 rrpoe(fdare Ti/t; 'El.l.aclot; (Herod
otus, v, 49). In reference to the earlier incident (Herodot. i, 70) -Tov
riwv TE c:iv eZvrnev ol Aa1wfotµ6vt0t T~V (fVf<µaxt7)V tcli~avro, /Wt OTt lK rruv
TWV "¢>for: rrpoKpiva(" 'El.A~vwv, alpiero ¢il.ovr; (Croesus). 

An interval of rather more than forty years separates the two events", 
during which both the feelings of the Spartans, and the feelings of others 
towards them, had undergone a material change. 

Herodot. v, 99. rrol.~.OV(" yap olKe elvat evrrerforepov cltaJ3uA.l.etv 1) {va, 
el Kl.eoµtvea µev rov AaKeoatµovwv µoiivov ovK oi6> re tytvero &a/3aA.te1v, 
Tpei(" oe µvpiaOa(" 'At9-7)va[wv trrotT)(fE TOVTO. 

VOL. IV. 13 19oc. 
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sympathetic, while the Spartans had none. Secondly, the ulti
mate result of their interference, as it stood in the time of Herod
otus, though purchased by severe intermediate hardship, was 
one eminently gainful and glorifying, not less to Athens than to 

Greece.I 
When Aristagoras returned, he seems to have found the Per

sians engaged in the siege of Miletus. The twenty Athenian 
ships soon crossed the JEgean, and found there five Eretrian 
ships which had also come to the succor of the Ionians; the 
Eretrians generously taking this opportunity to repay assistance 
formerly rendered to them by the Milesians in their ancient war 
with ChaTu.is. On the arrival of these allies, Aristagoras organ
ized an expedition from Ephesus up to Sardis, under the com
mand of his brother Charopinus, with others. The ships were 
left at Koressus,2 a mountain and seaport five miles from Ephesus, 
while the troops marched up under Ephesian guides, first, along 
the river Kayster, next, across the mountain range of TmOlus to 
Sardis. Artaphernes had not troops enough to do more than hold 
the strong citadel, so that the assailants possessed themselves of 
the town without opposition. But he immediately recalled his 
force near 1\filetus,3 and summoned Persians and Lydians from 
all the neighboring districts, thus becoming more than a match 
for Cbaropinus ; who found himself, moreover, obliged to evacu
ate Sardis, owing to an accidental conflagration. l\Iost of the 
houses in that city were built in great part with reeds or straw, 
and all of them had thatched roofs; hence it happened that a 
spark touching one of them set the whole city in flame. Obliged 
to abandon their dwellings by this accident, the population of the 
town congregated in the market-place, - and as reinforcements 
were hourly crowding in, the position of the lonians and Athe

1 Herodot. v, 98 ; Homer, Iliad, v, 62. The criticism of Plutarch (De 
Malignitat. Herodot. p. 861) on this passage, is rather more pertinent than 
the criticisms in that ill-tempered composition generally are. 

2 About Koressus, see Diodor. xiv, 99, and Xenophon, Hellen. i, 2, 7. 
3 Charon of Lampsakus, and Lysanias in his history of Eretria, seem to 

have mentioned this first siege of ~Iiletus, and the fact of its being raised 
in consequence of the expedition to Sardis; see Plutarch, de Herodot. 
Malignit. p. 861, - though the citation is given there confusedly, so that 
we cannot make much out of it. · • 

http:ChaTu.is
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nians became precarious : they evacuated the town, took up a 
position on l\Iount Tmolus, and, when night came, made the best 
of their way to the sea-coast. The troops of Artaphernes pursued, 
overtook them near Ephesus, and defeated them completely. 
Eualki<les, the Eretrian general, a man of eminence and a cele
brated victor at the solemn games, perished in the action, together 
with a considerable number of troops. After this unsuccessful 
commencement, the Athenians betook themselves to their vessels 
and sailed home, in spite of pressing instances on the part of 
Aristagoras to induce them to stay. They took no farther part 
in the struggle ;I a retirement at once so sudden and so complete, 
that they must probably have experienced some glaring desertion 
on the part of their Asiatic allies, similiar to that which brought 
so much danger upon the Spartan general Derkyllidas, in 396 B.C. 

Unless such was the case, they seem open to censure rather for 
having too soon withdrawn their aid, than for having originally 
lent it.2 

The burning of a place so important as Sardis, however, in
cluding the temples of the local goddess Kybebe, which perished 
with the remaining buildings, produced a powerful effect on both 
sides, - encouraging the revoltcrs, as well as incensing the Per
sians. Aristagoras despatched ships along the coast, northward 
as far as Byzantium, and southward as far as Cyprus. The 
Greek cities near the Hellespont and the Propontis were induced, 
either by force or by inclination, to take part with him: the 
Karians embraced his cause warmly; even the Kaunians, who 
had not declared themselves before, joined him as soon as they 
heard of the capture of Sardis; while the Greeks in Cyprus, with 
the single exception of the town of Amathus, at once renounced 
the authority of Darius, and prepared for a strenuous contest. 
Onesilus of Salamis, the most considerable city in the island, 
finding the population willing, but his brother, the despot Gorgus, 
reluctant, - shut the latter out of the gates, took the command 
of the united forces of Salamis and other revolting cities, and 

1 Herodot. v, 102, 103. It is a curious fact that Charon of Lampsakus 
made no mention of this defeat of the united Athenian and Ionian force; 
see Plutarch. de Herodot. Malign. ut sup. 

2 About Derkyllidas, see XeI)ophon, Hellen. iii, 2, 17-19. 
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laid siege to AmathUs. These towns of Cyprus were then, and 
seem always afterwards to have continued, under the government 
of despots ; who, however, unlike the despots in Ionia gener
ally, took part along with their subjects in the revolt against 
Persia.I 

The rebellion had now assumed a character more serious than 
ever, and the Persians were compelled to put forth their strong
est efforts to subdue it. From the number of different nations 
comprised in their empire, they were enabled to make use of the 
antipathies of one against the other; and the old adverse feeling 
of Phenicians against Greeks was now found extremely service
able. After a year spent in getting together forces,Q the Pheni
cian fleet was employed to transport into Cyprus the Persian 
general Artybius with a Kilikian and Egyptian army,3 - while 
the force under Artaphernes at Sardis was so strengthened as to 
enable him to act at once against all the coast of Asia l\Iinor, 
from the Propontis to the Triopian promontory. On the other 
side, the common danger had for the moment brought the Ioni
ans into a state of union foreign to their usual habit, and we 
hear now, for the fir;:;t and the last time, of a tolerably efficient 
Pan-Ionic authority.4 

Apprized of the coming of Artybius with the Phenician fleet, 
Onesilus and his Cyprian supporters solicited the aid of the Ionic 
fleet, which arrived shortly after the disembarkation of the Persian 
force in the island. Onesi!us offered to the Ionians their choice, 
whether they would fight the Phenicians at sea or the Persians 
on land. Their natural determination was in favor of the sea
fight, and they engaged with a degree of courage and unanimity 

1 Herodot. v, 10.3, 104, 108. Compare the proceedings in Cyprus against 
Artaxerxes l\Inemon, under the energetic Evagoras of Salamis (Diodor. 
xiv, 98, xv, 2), about 386 B.c.: most of the petty princes of the island 
became for the time his subjects, but in 351 B.C. there were nine of them 
independent (Diodor. xvi, 42), and seemingly quite as many at the time 
when Alexander besieged Tyre (Arrian, ii, 20, 8). 

2 Herodot. v, I 16. K{nrptot µev o~. tvtaVTOV t?.dn'hpot yev6µevot, aVTl!: EiC 
v€111: Kareoroov::i.wvro. 

3 Herodot. vi, 6. KiAtKE!: Kat Alyv;rrwt. 
'Herodot. v, 109. •Hµiar U.n:hreµ1fie ril Kotvilv rwv 'Il'.Jvwv ~vUi.~av

rar r~v ~a::i.aaO"av, etc.: compare vi, 7. 
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which procured for them a brilliant victory; the Samians being 
especially distinguished.' But the combat on land, carried on at 
the same time, took a different turn. Onesilus and the Salamin
ians brought into the field, after the fashion of Orientals rather 
than of Greeks, a number of scythed chariots, destined to break 
the enemy's ranks ; while on the other hand the Persian general 
Artybius was mounted on a horse, trained to rise on his hind 
legs and strike out with his fore legs against an opponent on 
foot. In the thick of the fight, Onesilus and his Karian shield
bearer came into personal conflict with this general and his horse ; 
and by previous concert, when the horse so reared as to get his 
fore legs over the shield of Onesilus, the Karian with a scythe 
severed the legs from his body, while Onesilus with his own hand 
slew Artybius. But the personal bravery of the Cypriots was 
rendered useless by treachery in their own ranks. Stesenor, 
despot of Kurium, deserted in the midst of the battle, and even 
the scythed chariots of Salamis followed his example. The 
brave Onesilus, thus weakened, perished in the total rout of his 
army, along with Aristokyprus despot of Soli, on the north coast 
of the island: this latter being son of that Philokyprus who had 
been immortalized more than sixty years before, in the poems of 
Solon. No farther hopes now remained for the revolters, and 
the victorious Ionian fleet returned home. Salamis relapsed 
under the sway of its former despot Gorgus, while the remaining 
cities in Cyprus were successively besieged and taken: not with
out a resolute defence, however, since Soli alone held out five 
months.2 

1 Herodot. v, ll2. 
1 Herodot. v, 112-115. It is not uninteresting to compare, with this re

conquest of Cyprus by the Persians, the conquest of the same island by the 
Turks in 1570, when they expelled from it the Venetians. See the narrative 
of that conquest (effected in the reign of Selim the Second by the Seraskier 
::M:ustapha-Pasha), in Von Hammer, Geschichte des Osmannischen Reichs, 
book xxxvi, vol. iii, pp. 578-589. Of the two principal towns, Nikosia in 
the centre of the island, and Famagusta on the northeastern coast, the first, 
after a long siege, was taken by stonn, and the inhabitants of every sex 
and age either pnt to cleath or carried into slavery; while the second, after 
a most gallant defence, was allowed to capitulate. Bnt the terms of the 
capitulation were violated in the most flagitious manner by the Seraskier, 
who treated the brave Venetian governor, Bragadino, with frightful emelty, 
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:Meanwhile the principal force of Darius having been assem· 
bled at Sardis, - Daurises, Hymeas, and other generals who had 
married daughters of the Great King, distributed their efforts 
against different parts of the western coast. Daurises attacked 
the towns near the Hellespont,1 -Abydus, Perkute, Lampsaku~, 
and Presus, -which made little resistance. He was then ordered 
southward into Karia, while IIymeas, who, with another division, 
had taken IGos on the Propontis, marched down to the IIelles· 
pont and completed the conquest of the Troad as well as of the 
JEolic Greeks in the region of Ida. Artaphernes and Otanes 
attacked the Ionic and lEolic towns on the coast, - the former 
taking Klazomem",2 the latter Kyme. There remained Karia, 
which, with ::I\Iiletus in its neighborhood, offered a determined re· 
sistanee to Daurises. Forewarned of his approach, the Karians 
assembled at a spot called the ·white Pillars, near the confluence 
of the rivers Mreander and ::I\Iarsyas. Pixodarus, one of their 
chiefs, recommended the desperate expedient of fighting with the 
river at their back, so that all chance of flight might be. cut off; 

cutting off his nose and ears, exposing him to all sorts of insults, and ulti
mately causing him to be flayed alive. The skin of this unfortunate general 
was conveyed to Constantinople as a trophy, but in after-times found its 
way to Venice. 

We read of nothing like this treatment of Bragadino in the Persian recon
quest of Cyprus, though it was a subjugation after revolt; indeed, nothing 
like it in all Persian warfare. 

Von Hammer gives a short sketch (not always very accurate as to ancient 
times) of the condition of Cyprus under its successiYe masters, - Persians, 
Grreco-Egyptians, Romans, Arabians, the dynasty of Lusignan, Venetians, 
and Turks, - the last seems decidedly the worst of all. 

In reference to the above-mentioned piece of cruelty, I may mention that 
the Persian king Kambyses caused one of the royal judges (according to 
Herodotus v, 25 ), who had taken a bribe to render an iniquitous judgment, 
to be flayed alive, and his skin to be stretched upon the scat on which his 
son was placed to succeed him; as a lesson of justice to the latter. A sim
ilar story is told respecting the Persian king Artaxerxes l\fnemon; and 
what is still more remarkable, the same story is also recounted in the Turk
ish history, as an act of l\fohammed the Second (Von Hammer, Geschichte 
des Osmannisch. Reichs, book xvii, vol. ii, p. 209; Diodoms, xv, 10). 
Ammianus Marcellinus (xxiii, 6) had good reason to treat the reality of 
the fact as problematical. 

1 Herodot. v, 117. 1 Herodot. v, 122-124. 
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but most of the clliefs decided in favor of a contrary policy,1
to let the Persians pass the river, in hopes of driving them back 
into it and thus rendering their defeat total. Victory, however, 
after a sharp contest, declared in favor of Daurises, chiefly in 
consequence of his superior numbers: two thousand Persians, 
and not less than ten thousand Karians, are said to have perished 
in the battle. The Karian fugitives, reunited after the flight, in 
the grove of noble plane-trees consecrated to Zeus Stratius, near 
Labranda,2 were deliberating whether they should now submit 
to the Persians or emigrate forever, when the appearance of a 
Milesian reinforcement restored their courage. A second battle 
was fought, and a second time they were defeated, the loss on this 
occasion falling chiefly on the Milesians.3 The victorious Per
sians now proceeded to assault Karian cities, but Herakleides of 
Mylasa laid an ambuscade for them with so much skill and good 
fortune, that their army was nearly destroyed, and Daurises with 
other Persian generals perished. This successful effort, follow
ing upon two severe defeats, does honor to the constancy of the 
Karians, upon whom Greek proverbs generally fasten a mean 
reputation. It saved for the time the Karian towns, which the 
Persians did not succeed in reducing until after the capture of 
Miletus.4 

On land, the revolters were thus everywhere worsted, though 

1 Herodot. Y, 118. On the topography of this spot, as described in Herod
otus, see a good note in Weissenborn, Bcytriige zur genaneren Erforschnng 
der alt. Griechischen Geschichte, p. 116, Jena, 1844. 

Ile thinks, with much reason, that the river l\Iarsyas here mentioned 
cannot be that which flows through Kclrenre, but another of the same name 
which flows into the l\Ireander from the southwest. 

2 About the village of Labranda and the temple of Zeus Stratius, see 
Strabo, xiv, p. 659. Labranda was a village in the territory of, and seven 
miles distant from, the inland town of Mylasa; it was Karian at the time 
of the Ionic revolt, but partially Hellenized before the year 350 n.c. About 
this latter epoch, three rnral tribes of Mylasa-constituting along with the 
citizens of the town, the Mylasene community-were, TapKovoapa, 'Orwp
Kovoa, Aa{3pavoa, - see the Inscription in Boeckh's Collection, No. 2695, 
and in Franz, Epigraphice Grreca, No. 73, p. 191. In the Lydian language, 
Aa{3pv{ is said to have signified a hatchet (Plutarch, Qnrest. Gr. c. 45, 
p. 314). 

3 Herodot. v, 118, 119. 4 Herodot. v, 120, 121; vi, 25. 
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at sea the Ionians still remained masters. But the unwarlike 
Aristagoras began to despair of success, and to meditate a mean 
desertion of the companions and countrymen whom he had him
self betrayed into danger. Assembling his chief advisers, he 
represented to them the unpromising state of affairs, and the 
necessity of securing some place of refuge, in case they were 
expelled from 1\Iiletu8. He then put the question to them, 
whether the island of Sardinia, or 1\Iyrkinus in Thrace, near the 
Strymon (which Hisfaeus had begun some time before to fortify, 
as I have mentioned in the preceding chapter), appeared to them 
best adapted to the purpose. Among the persons consulted was 
Hekatreu~ the historian, who approved neither the one nor the 
other scheme, but suggested the erection of a fortified post in the 
neighboring island of Leros; a J'lfilesian colony, wherein a tem
porary retirement might be sought, should it prove· impossible to 
hold 1\Iiletus, but which permitted an easy return to that city, so 
soon as opportunity offered.I Such an opinion must doubtless 
have been founded on the assumption; that they would be able to 
maintain superiority at sea. And it is important to note such 
confident reliance upon this superiority in the mind of a saga
cious man, not given to sanguine hopes, like Hekatreus, - even 
under circumstances very unprosperous on land. Emigration to 
1\Iyrkinus, as proposed by Aristagoras, presented no hope of 
refuge at all; since the Persians, if they regained their authority 
in Asia Minor, would not fail again to extend it to the Strymon. 
Nevertheless, the consultation ended by adopting this scheme, 
since, probably, no Ionians could endure the immeasurable dis
tance of Sardinia as a new home. Aristagoras set sail for 1\Iyr
kinus, taking with him all who chose to bear him company; but he 
perished not long after landing, together with nearly all his com
pany, in the siege of a neighboring Thracian town.2 Though 
making profession to lay down his supreme authority at the com
mencement of the revolt, he had still contrived to retain it in 
great measure; and on departing for 1\Iyrkinus, he devolved it on 
Pythagoras, a citizen in high esteem. It appears however that 
the Milesians, glad to get rid of a leader who had brought them 

1 Herodot. v, 125; Strabo, xiv, p. 635. 
9 Herodot. v, 126. 
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nothing but mischief,! paid little obedience to his successor, and 
made their government from this period popular in reality as 
well as in profession. The desertion of Aristagoras, with the 
citizens whom he carried away, must have seriously damped the 
spirits of those who remained: nevertheless, it seems that the cause 
of the Ionic revolters was quite as well conducted without him. 

Not long after his departure, another despot - Histireus of 
l\Iiletus, his father-in-law, and jointly with him the fomenter of 
the revolt - presented himself at the gates of l\Iiletus for ad
m1ss10n. The outbreak of the revolt had enabled him, as he had 
calculated, to procure leave of departure from Darius. That 
prince had been thrown into violent indignation by the attack 
and burning of Sardis, and by the general revolt of Ionia, headed 
(so the news reached him) by the l\Iilesian Aristagoras, but car
ried into effect by the active cooperation of the Athenians. 
"The Athenians (exclaimed Darius), who are they?" On re
ceiving the answer, he asked for his bow, placed an arrow on 
the string, and shot as high as he could towards the heavens, 
saying: " Grant me, Zeus, to revenge myself on the Athe
nians." He at the same time desired an attendant to remind him 
thrice every day at dinner: "l\Iaster, remember the Athe
nians ;" for as to the Ionians, he felt assured that their hour of 
retribution would_come speedily and easily enough.2 

This Homeric incident deserves notice as illustrating the epical 
handling of Herodotus. His theme is, the invasions of Greece 
by Persia: he has now arrived at the first eruption, in the bosom 
of Darius, of that passion which impelled the Persian forces 
towards l\Iarathon and Salamis, - and he marks the beginning 
of the new phase by act and word both alike significant. It may 
be compared to the libation and prayer addressed by Achilles in 
the Iliad to Zeus, at the moment when he is sending forth Patro
klus and the l\Iyrmidons to the rescue of the despairing Greeks. 

Herodot. vi, 5. 01 OE MlA~ITlOl, /',1rµevot a1ral.l.ax&tvre, /cat 'Apt1rra
y6pe'r', ovoaµCu; frotµot foav uAAov ropavvov oeKe~at t, r~v xwp17v, ola re· 
tl.ev&epi11• yev1r&µevot. 

2 Herodot. v, 105. 'il Zeii, licyevfo&ai µot 'A&17vaiov, rfoa~at. Compare 
the Thracian practice of communicating with the gods by shooting arrows 
high up into the air (Herodot. iv, 94). 

13• 

I 
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At first, Darius had been inclined to ascribe the movement in 
Ionia to the secret instigation of Histireus, whom he called into 
his presence and questioned. But the latter found means to sat
isfy him, and even to make out that no ouch mischief would have 
occurred, if he, Histiams, had been at l\Iiletus instead of being 
_detained at Susa. "Send me down to the spot, he asseverated, 
and I engage not merely to quell the revolt, and put into your 
hands the traitor who heads it, but also, not to take off this 
tunic from my body, before I shall have added to your empire 
the great island of Sardinia." An expedition to Sardinia, 
though never realized, appears to have been among the fa
vorite fancies of the Ionic Greeks of that day.1 By such boasts 
and assurances he obtained his liberty, and went down to 
Sardis, promising to return as soon as he should have accom
plished them.2 

But on reaching Sardis he found the satrap Artaphernes bet
ter informed than the Great King at Susa. Though Histireus, 
when questioned as to the causes which had brought on the out
break, affected nothing but ignorance and astonishment, Arta
phernes detected his evasions, and said : "I will tell you how 
the facts stand, Histireus : it is you that have stitched this shoe, 
and Aristagoras has put it on." 3 Such a declaration promised 
little security to the suspected l\filesian who heard it ; and ac

. cordingly, as soon as night arrived, he took to flight, went down 
to the coast, and from thence passed over to Chios. Here he 
found himself seized on the opposite count, as the confidant of 
Darius and the enemy of Ionia: he was released, however, on 
proclaiming himself not merely a fugitive escaping from Persian 
custody, but also as the prime author of the Ionic revolt. And 

1 Herodot. v, 107, vi, 2. Compare the advice of Bias of Priene to the 
Ionians, when the Persian· conqueror Cyrns was approaching, to found a 
Pan-Ionic colony in Sardinia (Herodot. i, 170) : the idea started by Aris
tagoras has been alluded to just above (Herodot. v, 124). 

Pausanias (iv, 23, 2) puts into the mouth of Mantiklus, son of Aristo
menes, a recommendation to the l\fessenians, when conquered a second time 
by the Spartans, to migrate to Sardinia. 

s Herodot. v, 106, 107. 
a Herodot. vi, I. Ovr<.1 rot, •foriaie, l;ret Karil raiira ra 7rp&yµara • roiiro 

ril v7roo71µa lppa'l/Jar µ'i:v av, v7reo&aaro oe 'Aptaray6p71~. 
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he farther added, in order to increase his popularity, that Darius 
had contemplated the translation of the Ionian population to 
Phenicia, as well as that of the Phenician population to Ionia,
to prevent which translation he, Histiams, had instigated the 
revolt. This allegation, though nothing better than a pure 
fabrication, obtained for him the good-will of the Chians, who 
carried him back to l\Iiletus. But before he departed, he 
avenged himself on Artaphernes by despatching to Sardis some 
false letters, implicating many distinguished Persians in a con
spiracy jointly with himself: these letters were so managed as 
to fall into the hands of the satrap himself, who became full of 
suspicion, and put to death several of the parties, to the great 
uneasiness of all around him.I 

On arriving at l\Iiletus, Histireus found Aristagoras no longer 
present, and the citizens altogether adverse to the return of their 
old despot. Nevertheless, he tried to force his way by night 
into the town, but was repulsed and even wounded in the thigh. 
He returned to Chios, but the Chians refused him the aid of any 
of their ships: he next passed to Le8bos, from the inhabitants of 
which island he obtained eight triremes, and employed them to 
occupy Byzantium, pillaging and detaining the Ionian merchant
ships as they passed into .or out of the Euxine.2 The few re
maining piracies of this worthless traitor, mischievous to his 
countrymen down to the day of his death, hardly deserve our 
notice, amidst the last struggles and sufferings of the subjugated 
Ionians, to which we are now hastening. 

A vast Persian force, both military and naval, was gradually 
concentrating itself near J\Iiletus, against which city Artapher
nes had determined to direct his principal efforts. Not only the 
whole army of Asia l\Iinor, but also the Kilikian and Egyptian 
troops fresh from the conquest of Cyprus, and even the con
quered Cypriots themselves, were brought up as reinforcements; 
while the entire Phenieian fleet, no less than six hundred ships 
strong, cooperated on the coast.a To meet such a land-force in 
the field, being far beyond the strength of the Ionians, the joint 
Pan-Ionic council resolved tbat the Milesians should be left to 

Herodot. vi, 2-5. 2 Herodot. vi, 5-26. 
3 Herodot. vi, 6-9. 
I 
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defend their own fortifications, while the entire force of the con
federate cities should be mustered on board the ships. At sea 
they h!l-d as yet no reason to despair, having been victorious 
over the Phenicians near Cyprus, and having sustained no 
defeat. The combined Ionic fleet, including the .lEolic Les
bians, amounting in all to the number of three hundred and 
fifty-three ships, was accordingly mustered at Lade, - then a 
little island near l\Iiletus, but now joined on to the coast, by the 
gradual accumulation of land in the bay at the mouth of the 
l\Ireander. Eighty l\Iilesian ships formed the right wing, one 
hundred Chian ships the centre, and sixty Samian ships the left 
wing ; while the space between the l\Iilesians and the Chians 
was occupied by twelve ships from Priene, three from l\Iyus, 
and seventeen from Tei'>s, - the space between the Chians and 
Samians was filled by eight ships from Erythrre, three from 
PhUkrea, and seventy from Lesbos.1 

The total armament thus made up was hardly inferior in 
number to that which, fifteen years afterwards, gained the battle 
of Salamis against a far larger Persian fleet than the present. 
l\Ioreover, the courage of the Ionians, on ship-board, was equal 
to that of their contemporaries on the other side of the JEgean ; 
while in respect of disagreement among the allies, we shall 
hereafter find the circumstances preceding the battle of Salamis 
still more menacing than those before the coming battle of Lade. 
The chances of success, therefore, were at least equal between 
the two; and indeed the anticipations of the Persians and Phe
nicians on the present occasion were full of doubt, so that they 
thought it necessary to set on foot express means for disuniting 
the Ionians, - it was fortunate for the Greeks that Xerxes at 
Salamis could not be made to conceive the pru<lence of aiming 
at the same object. There were now in the Persian camp all 
those various despots whom Aristagoras, at the beginning of the 
revolt, had driven out of their respective cities. At the instiga
tion of Artaphcrnes, each of these men despatched secret com
munications to their citizens in the allied fleet, endeavoring to 
detach them severally from the general body, by promises of 
gentle treatment in the event of compliance, and by threats of 

1 IIcrodot. vi, 8. 
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extreme infliction from the Persians if they persisted in armed 
efforts. Though these communications were sent to each with
out the knowledge of the rest, yet the answer from all was one 
unanimous negative.I And the confederates at Lade seemed 
more one, in heart and spirit, than the Athenians, Spartans, and 
Corinthians will hereafter prove to be at Salamis. 

But there was one grand difference which turned the scale, 
the superior energy and ability of the Athenian leaders at Sala
mis, coupled with the fact that they were Athenians, - that is, in 
command of the largest and most important contingent through
out the fleet. 

At Lade, unfortunately, this was quite otherwise: each sepa
rate contingent had its own commander, but we hear of no joint 
commander at all. Nor were the chiefs who came from the 
larger cities -1\Iilesian, Chian, Samian, or Lesbian- men like 
Themistokles, competent and willing to stand forward as self
created leaders, and to usurp for the moment, with the general 
consent and for the general benefit, a privilege not intended for 
them. The only man of sufficient energy and forwardness to do 
this, was the Ph6k::ean Dionysius, - unfortunately, the captain of 
the smallest contingent of the fleet, and therefore enjoying the 
least respect. For PhOkrea, once the daring explorer of the 
western waters, .had so dwindled down since the Persian con
quest of Ionia, that she could now furnish no more than three 
ships ; and her ancient maritime spirit survived only in the 
bosom of her captain. ·when Dionysius saw the Ionians assembled 
at Lade, willing, eager, full of talk and mutual encouragement, 
but untrained and taking no thought of discipline, or nautical 
practice, or cooperation in the hour of battle, - he saw the risk 
which they ran for want of these precautions, and strenuously re
monstrated with them: "Our fate hangs on the razor's edge, men 
of Ionia: either to be freemen or slaves, - and slaves too, caught 
after running away. Set yourself at once to work and duty, 
you will then have trouble indeed at first, with certain victory 
and freedom afterwards. But if you persist in this carelessness 
and disorder, there is no hope for you to escape the king's re
venge for your revolt. Be persuaded and commit yourself to 

1 Herodot. vi, 9, IO. 
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me ; and I pledge myself, if the gods only hold an equal bal
ance, that your enemies either will not fight, or will be severely 
beaten."I 

The wisdom of this advice was so apparent, that the Ionians, 
quitting their comfortable tents on the shore of Lade and going 
on board their ships, submitted themselves to the continuous nau
tical labors and manreuvres imposed upon them by Dionysius. 
The rowers, and the hoplites on the deck, were exercised in their 
separate functions, and even when they were not so employed, 
the ships were kept at anchor, and the crews on board, instead of 
on shore ; so that the work lasted all day long, under a hot sum
mer's sun. Such labor, new to the Ionian crews, was endured 
for seven successive days, after which they broke out with one 
accord into resolute mutiny and refusal : " Which of the gods 
have we offended, to bring upon ourselves such a retribution as 
this ? madmen as we are, to put ourselves into the hands of this 
PMkrean braggart, who has furnished only three ships !2 He 
has now got us, and is ruining us without remedy: many of us 
are already sick, many others are sickening ; we had better make 
up our minds to Persian slavery, or any other mischiefs, rather 
than go on with these present sufferings. Come, we will not 
obey this man any longer." And they forthwith refused to ex
ecute his orders, resuming their tents on shore, with the enjoy
ments of shade, rest, and inactive talk, as before. 

I have not chosen to divest this instructive scene of the dra
matic liveliness with which it is given in Herodotus, - the more 
so as it has all the air of reality, and as Hekatreus, the historian, 
was probably present in the island of Lade, and may have de
scribed what he actually saw and heard. When we see the in-

I Herodot. vi, 11. 'Errt ;vpov yilp aKµf;t; lxerat i/µlv rii. 7rpi/yµara, il.vopet; 
'le.wet;, 7/ elvat t'Aev{Hpotat 7/ oov'Aotat, /cat TOVTOlUt wt; OpTJ1riTTjat. vvv WV 
vµf:tt;, 1/v µev {3ovATja{h ra'Aatrrwpfot; tvoiKerri>ai, TO trapaxpf;µa µ'i:v 1!'0VOt; 
vµlv forai, oloi re oe foeat'h, vrrep{3a'A'A6µevot TOVt; lvavriovt;, elvat l'Aeir&e
pot, etc. 

2 Herodot. vi, 12. Ol 'Iwvet;, Ota arra{Het; lOvrer 1!'0VWV TOlOVTWV rerpv
µivot re ra'Aatrrwpi1)at re 1<at i/eAt<tJ, l'Ae;av 7rpot; lwvroi>t; raoe-Tiva oaiµ6
i>wv 7rapa{3avret;, raoe uvarriµrr'Aaµev, olrtvet; 7rapa<{>povi/aavret;, teat tKrrl.Oi
aavrer be TOV VOOV, avopt ~<JICafrt af..a,OVt, trape;:(oµev<tJ i>eat; rpelt;, fatrp€
'>/JaVTt~ /Jµ€at; avrovt; l;:(Oµev, etc. 
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tolerable 11ardship which these nautical manreuvres and labors 
imposed upon the Ionians, though men not unaccustomed to ordi
nary ship-work,- and when we witness their perfect incapacity 
to submit themselves to such a discipline, even with extreme 
danger staring them in the face, - we shall be able to appreciate 
the severe and unremitting toil whereby the Athenian seaman 
afterwards purchased that perfection of nautical discipline which 
characterized him at the beginning of the Peloponnesian war. It 
will appear, as we proceed with this history, that the full devel
opment of the Athenian democracy worked a revolution in 
Grecian military marine, chiefly by enforcing upon the citizen 
seaman a strict continuous training, such as was only surpassed 
by the Lacedremonian drill on land, - and by thus rendering 
practicable a species of nautical manreuvring which was un
known even at the time of the battle of Salamis. I shall show 
this more fully hereafter: at present, I contrast it briefly with 
the incapacity of the Ionians at Lade, in order that it may be 
understood how painful such training really was. The reader of 
Grecian history is usually taught to associate only ideas of tur
bulence and anarchy with the Athenian democracy; but the 
Athenian navy, the child and champion of that democracy, will 
be found to display an indefatigable labor and obedience nowhere 
else witnessed in Greece, and of which even the first lessons, as 
in the case now before us, prove to others so irksome as to out
weigh the prospe<'t of extreme and imminent peril. The same 
impatience of steady toil and discipline, which the lonians dis
played to their own ruin before the battle of Lade, will be found 
to characterize them fifty years afterwards as allies of Athens, as 
I shall have occasion to show when I come to describe the Athe
nian em pire. 

Ending in this abrupt and mutinous manner, the judicious sug
gestions of the Ph6ka?an leader did mort! harm than good. Per
haps his manner of dealing may have been unadvisedly rude, 
but we are surprised to see that no one among the leaders of the 
larger contingents had the good sense to avail himself of the first 
readiness of the Ionians, and to employ his superior influence in 
securing the continuance of a good practice once begun. Not 
one such superior man did this Ionic revolt throw up. From the 
day on which the Ionians discarded Dionysius, their camp be
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came a scene of disunion and mistrust. Some of them grew so 
reckless and unmanageable, that the better portion despaired of 
maintaining any orderly battle; and the Samians in particular 
now repented that they had declined the secret offers made to 
them by their expelled despot,1 -1Eakes, son of Syloson. They 
sent privately to renew the negotiation, received a fresh promise 
of the same indulgence, and agreed to desert when the occasion 
arrived. On the day of battle, when the two fleets were on the 
point of coming to action, the sixty Samian ships all sailed off, 
except eleven, whose captains disdained such treachery. Other 
Ionians followed their· example; yet amidst the reciprocal crimi
nation which Herodotus had heard, he finds it difficult to deter
mine who was most to blame, though he names the Lesbians as 
among the earliest· deserters.2 The hundred ships from Chios, 
constituting the centre of the fleet - each ship carrying forty 
chosen soldiers fully armed - formed a brilliant exception to the 
rest; they fought with the greatest fidelity and resolution, inflict
ing upon the enemy, and themselves sustaining, heavy loss. Di
onysius, the PhOk&an, also behaved in a manner worthy of his 
previous language, - capturing with his three ships the like 
number of Phenicians. But these examples of bravery did not 
compensate the treachery or cowardice of the rest, and the de
feat of the Ionians at Lade was complete as well as irrecover
able. To the faithful Chians, the loss was terrible, both in the 
battle and after it. For though some of their vessels escaped 
from the defeat safely to Chios, others were so damaged as to be 
obliged to run ashore close at hand on the promontory of l\Iykale, 
where the crews quitted them, with the intention of marching 
northward, through the Ephesian territory, to the continent oppo
site their own island. °\Ve hear with astonishment that, at that 
critical moment, the Ephesian women were engaged in solemniz
ing the Thcsmophoria:- a festival celebrated at night, in the 
open air, in some uninhabited portion of the territory, and with
out the presence of any male person. As the Chian fugitives 
entered the Ephesian territory by night, their coming being 
neither known nor anticipated, - it was believed that they were 
thieves or pirates coming to seize the women, and under this 

1 Herodot. vi, 13. 2 Heroclot. vi, 14, 15. 
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error they were attacked by the Ephesians and slain.I It would 
seem from this incident that the Ephe8ians had taken no part in 
the Ionic revolt, nor are they mentioned amidst the various con
tingents. Nor is anything said either of Kolophon, or Lebedus, 
or Erm.\! 

The Phokreau Dionysius, perceiving that the defeat of Lade 
was the ruin of the Ionic cause, and that his native city was 
again doomed to Persian subjection, did not think it prudent even 
to return home. Immediately after the battle he set sail, not for 
PhOkica, but for the Phenician coast, at this moment stripped of 
its protecting cruisers. He seized several Phenician merchant
men, out of which considerable profit was obtained: then setting 
sail for Sicily, he undertook the occupation of a privateer against 
the Carthaginians and Tyrrhenians, abstaining from injury to
wards Greeks.3 Such an employll!ent seems then to have been 
perfectly admissiule. A considerable body of Samians also mi
grated to Sicily, indignant at the treachery of their admirals in 
the battle, and yet more indignant at the approaching restoration 
of their despot 1Eakes. How these Samian emigrants became 
established in the Sicilian town of ZankJe,4 I shall mention as a 
part of the course of Sicilian events, which will come here
after. 

The victory of Lade enabled the Persians to attack l\Iiletns by 
sea as well as by land ; they prosecuted the siege with the 
utmost vigor, by undermining the walls, and by various engines 
of attack: in which department their resources seem to have been 
enlarged since the days of Harpagus. In no long time the city 
was taken by storm, and miserable was the fate reserved to it. 
The adult male population was chiefly slain; while such of them 
as were preserved, together with the women and children, were 
sent in a body to Susa, to await the orders of Darius, - who 
assigned to them a residence at Ampe, not far from the mouth of 
the Tigris. The temple at Branchidre was burned and pillaged, 
as Hekatmus had predicted at the beginning of the revolt: the 

1 Herodot. vi, 16. 1 Thucyd. viii, 14. 
3 Herodot. vi, 17. A1J'i<1T~i; Kareuri/Kee •E/,,/,,fivwv pev oMevili;, Kapx11<foviwv 

il~ Kat Tvpu11vwv. 

• Herodot. vi, 22-25. 
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large treasures therein contained must have gone far to defray 
the costs of the Persian army. The l\Iilesian territory is said to 
have been altogether denuded of its former inhabitants, - the 
Persians retaining for themselves the city with the plain adjoin
ing to it, and making over the mountainous portions to the Kari
ans of Pedasa. Some few of the l\Iilesians found a place among 
the Samian emigrants to Sicily.I It is certain, however, that 
new Grecian inhabitants must have been subsequently admitted 
into J\Iil&tus ; for it appears ever afterwards as a Grecian town, 
though with diminished power and importance. 

The capture of l\Iiletus, in the sixth year from the com
mencement of the revolt,2 carried wit~ it the rapid submission of 

1 Ilerodot. vi, 18, 19, 20, 22. 
MiAnroi- µtv vvv MtJ.11aiwv ~phµwro. 

2 Herodot. vi, 18, alpfovat Kar' uitp17(", lv T(iJ EKT(iJ freZ uiru T~(" U1l"OO"TUO"l0(" 

r'iJ> 'Apu;rnyopew. This is almost the only distinct chronological state
ment which we find in Herodotus respecting the Ionic revolt. ·The other 
evidences of time in his chapters are more or less equivocal: nor is thero 
sufficient testimony before us to enable us to arrange the events, between 
the commencement of the Ionic revolt, and the battle of Marathon, into 
the precise years to which they belong. The battle of Marathon stands 
fixed for August or September, 490 n.c.: the siege of Milctus may prob
ably have been finishecl in 496-495 n.c., and the Ionic revolt may have 
begun in 502-501 n.c. Such arc the dates which, on the whole, appear to 
me most probable, though I am far from considering them as certain. 

Chronological critics differ considerably in their arrangement of the 
events here alluded to among particular years. See Appendix, No. 51 p. 
244, in Mr. Clinton's Fasti IIcllcnici; Professor Schultz, Beytriige zu geu
aueren Zeitbcstimmungcn von dcr 63n zur 72n Olympiade, pp. 177-183, in 
the Kieler Philologische Studien; and ·Weissenborn, Bcytriige zur genaue
ren Erforschung dcr altcn Griechischen Geschichte, Jena, 1844, p. 87, seqq.: 
not to mention Reiz and Larcher. 1\Ir. Clinton 1·cckons only ten years 
from the beginning of the Ionic revolt to the battle of Marathon ; which 
appears to me too short ; though, on the other hand, the fourteen years 
reckoned by Larcher- much more the sixteen years reckoned by Reiz 
are too long. Mr. Clinton compresses inconveniently the latter portion of 
the interval, - that portion which elapsed between the siege of 1\Ii!etns 
and the battle of Marathon. And the very improbable supposition to 
which he is obliged to resort, - of a confusion in the language of Herodo
tus between Attic and Olympic years, - indicates that he is pressing the 
text of the historian too closely, when he states, "that Herodotus specifies 

·a term of three years between the capture of Miletus, and the expedition of 
Datis : " see F. H. ad ann. ·499. Ile places the capture of Milctus in 494 
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the neio-hborin" towns in Karia.1 During the next summer,
., 0 h p .

the Phenician fleet having wintered at Miletus, - t e ers1an 
forces by sea and land reconquered all the Asiatic Greeks, insular 
as well as continental. Chios, Lesbos, and Tene<los, - the towns 
in the Chersonese, - Selymbria and Perinthus in Thrace, -
Prokonnesus and Artake in the Propontis, - all these towns 
were taken or sacked by the Persian and Phenician fleet.2 The 
inhabitants of Byzantium and Chalkedun fled for the most part, 
without even awaiting its arrival, to Mesembria, and the Athe
nian Miltiades only escaped Persian captivity by a rapid flight 
from his abode in the Chersonese to Athens. His pursuers were 

B.c.; which I am inclined to believe a year later-if not two years later
than the reality. Indeed, as Mr. Clinton places the expedition of Aristag
oras against Naxos (which was immediately before the breaking out of the 
revolt, since Aristagoras seized the Ionic despots while that fleet yet re
mained congregated immediately at the close of the expedition) in 501 
B.c., and as Herodotus expressly says that Miletus was taken in the sixth 
year after the ·revolt, it would follow that this capture ought to belong to 
495, and not to 494 B.C. I incline to place it either in 496, or in 495; and 
the Naxian expedition in 502 or 501, leaning towards the earlier of the two 
dates: Schultz agrees with Larcher in placing the Naxian expedition in 
504 B.c., yet he assigns the capture of Miletus to 496 B.c., - whereas, Herod
otus states that the last of these two events was in the sixth year after the 
revolt, which revolt immediately succeeded on the first of the two, within the 
same summer. 'Veissenborn places the capture of l\Iiletus in 496 n.c., and 
the expedition to Naxos in 499, - suspecting that the text in Herodotus 
- eKTci> frel - is incorrect, and that it ought to be nrupT<,J frtl, the fourth 
year (p. 125: compare the chronological table in his work, p. 222). He 
attempts to show that the particular incidents composing the Ionic revolt, 
as Herodotus recounts it, cannot be made to occupy more than four years ; 
but his reasoning is, in my judgment, unsatisfactory, and the conjecture 
inadmissible. The distinct affirmation of the historian, as to the entire 
interval between the two events, is of much more evidentiary value than 
our conjectural summing up of the details. · 

It is .vain, I think, to try to arrange these details according to precise 
years: this can only be done Yery loosely. 

1 Herodot. vi, 25. 
2 ~~rod?t. vi, 31-33. ~t may perhaps be to this burning and sacking of 

the cities ~.~ the ProjJ'ontis, and ?n the Asiatic side of the Hellespont, that 
Str~bo (xm, p. 591) makes allus10n; though he ascrihes the proceeding to 
~ d1ffer.ent cause, -to the fear of Darius that the Scythians would cross 
mto Asia to avenge themselves upon him for attacking them and that the 
towns on the coast would fllrllish them with Yessels for the p~ssage. 



308 IITSTORY OF GREECE. 

indeed so close upon him, that one of his ships, with his son 
Metiochus on board, fell into their hands. As Miltiades had 
been strenuous in urging the destruction of the bridge over the 
Danube, on the occasion of the Scythian expedition, the Pheni
cians were particularly anxious to get possession of his person, as 
the most acceptable of all Greek prisoners to the Persian king; 
who, however, when l\Ietiochus the son of l\Iiltiades was brought 
to Susa, not only did him no harm, but treated him with great 
kindness, and gave him a Persian wife with a comfortable main
tenance.I 

Far otherwise did the Persian generals deal with the recon
quered cities on and near the coast. The threats which had been 
held out before the battle of Lade were realized to the full. The 
most beautiful Greek youths and virging were picked out, to be 
distributed among the Persian grandees as eunuchs, or inmates 
of the harems; the cities with their edifices, sacred as well as pro
fane, were made a prey to the flames ; and in the case of the 
islands, Herodotus even tells us, that a line of Persians was 
formed from shore to shore, which swept each territory from 
north to south, and drove the inhabitants out of it.2 That much 
of this hard treatment is well founded, there can be no doubt. 
But it must be exaggerated as to extent of depopulation and de
struction, for these islands and cities appear ever afterwards as 
occupied by a Grecian population, and even as in a tolerable, 
though reduced, condition. Samos was made an exception to 
the rest, and completely spared by the Persians, as a reward to 
its captains for setting the example of desertion at the battle of 
Lade ; at the same time, JEakes the despot of that island was 
reinstated in his government.3 It appears that several other des
pots were also replaced in their respective cities, though we are 
not told which. 

Amidst the sufferings endured by so many innocent persons, 
of every age and of both sexes, the fate of I:listireus excites but 
little sympathy. Having learned, while carrying on his piracies 
at Byzantium, the surrender of Miletus, he thought it expedient 
to sail with his Lesbian vessels to Chios, where admittance was 

Herodot. vi, 41. 2 Herodot. vi, 31, 32, 33. 
3 Herodot. vi, 25. 
i 
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refused to him. But the Chians, weakened as they had been by 
the late battle, were in little condition to resist, so that he defeated 
their troops and despoiled the island. During the present break.
up of the Asiatic Greeks, there were doubtless many who, like 
the Phukroan Dionysius, did not choose to return home to an en
slaved city, yet had no fixed plan for a new abode: of these exiles, 
a considerable number put themselves under the temporary com
mand of Ilistireus, and accompanied him to the plunder of Thasos.l 
While besieging that town, he learned the news that the Pheni
cian fleet had quitted l\Iiletus to attack the remaining Ionic towns; 
and he left his designs on Thasos unfinished, in order to go and 
defend Lesbos. But in this latter island the dearth of provisions 
was such, that he was forced to cross over to the continent to 
reap the standing corn around Atarneus and in the fertile plain 
of l\Iysia near the river Kai'kus. Here he fell in with a consid
erable Persian force under Ilarpagus, - was beaten, compelled to 
flee, and taken prisoner. On his being carried to Sardis, Arta
phernes the satrap caused him to be at once crucified: partly, no 
doubt, from genuine hatred, but partly also under the persuasion 
that, if he were sent up as a prisoner to Susa, he might again 
become dangerous,-since Darius would even now spare his life, 
under an indelible sentiment of gratitude for the maintenance of 
t11e bridge over the Danube. The head of Ilistireus was embalmed 
and sent up to Susa, where Darius caused it to be honorably 
buried, condemning this precipitate execution of a man who had 
once been his preserver.II 

1¥' e need not wonder that the capture of l\Iiletus excited the 
strongest feeling, of mixed sympathy and consternation, among 
the Athenians. In the succeeding year (so at least we are led 
to think, though the date cannot be positively determined), it 
was selected as the subject of a tragedy, -The Capture of 1\li
letus, - by the dramatic poet Phrynichus; which, when per~ 

formed, so painfully wrung the feelings of the Athenian audi
ence, that they burst into tears in the theatre, and the poet was 
condemned to pay a fine of one thousand drachmre, as "having 

1 Herodot. vi, 26-28. ciywv 'Iwvwv Kat AloA.iwv uvxvov,. 
1 Herodot. vi, 28, 29, 30. 

http:preserver.II
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rec.ailed to them their own misfortunes."! The piece was forbid
den to be afterwards acted, and has not come down to us. Some 
critics have supposed that Herodotus has not con·ectly assigned 
the real motive which determined the Athenians to impose this 
fine.2 For it is certain that the subjects usually selected for trag
edy were portions of heroic legend, and not matters of recent 
history ; so that the Athenians might complain of Phrynichus 
on the double ground, - for having violated an established canon 
of propriety, as well as for touching their sensibilities too deeply. 
Still, I see no reason for doubting that the cause assigned by He
rodotus is substantially the true one ; but it is very possible that 
Phrynichus, at an age when tragic poetry had not yet reached its 
full development, might touch this very tender subject with a 
rough and offensive hand, before a people who had fair reason to 
dread the like cruel fate for themselves. .1Eschylus, in his Persre, 
would naturally carry with him the full tide of Athenian sympa
thy, while dwelling on the victories of Salamis and Platrea. But 
to interest the audience in Persian success and Grecian suffer
ing, was a task in which much greater poets than Phrynichus 
would have failed, - and which no judicious poet would have 
undertaken. The sack of 1\fagdeburg, by Count Tilly, in the 
Thirty Years' war, was not likely to be endured as the subject of 
dramatic representation in any Protestant town of Germany. 

1 Herodot. v, 21, ii!.' avaµvf;O'avra olK11ta KaKa: compare vii, 152; also, 
Kallisthenes ap. Strabo, xiv, p. 635, and Plutarch, Prreccpt. Reipubl. Ge· 
rend. p. 814. ' 

1 See W elcker, Griechisehe Tragod.ien, vol. i, p. 25. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

FROM THE IONIC REVOLT TO THE BATTLE OF :MARATHO:lf. 

IN the preceding chapter, I indicated the point of confluence 
between the European and Asiatic streams of Grecian history, 
the commencement of a decided Persian intention to conquer 
Attica ; manifested first in the form of a threat by Artaphernes 
the satrap, when he enjoined the Athenians to take back Hippias 
as the only .condition of safety, and afterwards converted into a 
passion in the bosom of Darius in consequence of the burning of 
Sardis. From this time forward, therefore, the affairs of Greece 
and Persia came to be in direct relation one with the other, and 
capable of being embodied, much more than before, into one con
tinuous narrative. 

The reconquest of Ionia being thoroughly completed, Arta.
phernes proceeded to organize the future government of it, with 
a degree of prudence and forethought not often visible in Persian 
proceedings. Convoking deputies from all the different cities, 
he compelled them to enter into a permanent convention, for the 
amicable settlement of disputes, so as to prevent all employment 
of force by any one against the others. Moreover, he caused 
the territory of each city to be measured by parasangs (each par
a.Sang was equal to thirty stadia, or about three miles and a half), 
and arranged the assessments of tribute according to this meas
urement, without any material departure, however, from the 
sums which had been paid before the revolt.1 , 

Unfortunately, Herodotus is unusually brief in his allusion to 
this proceeding, which it would have been highly interesting to 
be able to comprehend perfectly. We may, however, assume it 
as certain, that both the population and the territory of many 
among the Ionic cities, if not of all, were materially altered in 
consequence of the preceding revolt, and still more in conse

1 Herodot. vi, 42. 
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quence of the cruelties with which the suppression of the revolt 
bad been accompanied. In regard to l\Iiletus, Herodotus tells 
us that the Persians retained for themselves the city with its cir
cumjacent plain, but gave the mountain portion of the l\Iilesian 
territory to the Karians of Pedasa.I Such a proceeding would 
naturally call for a fresh measurement and assessment of tribute; 
and there may have been similar transfers of land elsewhere. I 
have already observed that the statements which we find in He
rodotus, of utter depopulation and destruction falling upon the 
cities, cannot be credited in their full extent ; for these cities are 
all peopled, and all Hellenic, afterwards. But there can be no 
doubt that they are partially true, and that the miseries of those 
days, as stated in the work of Hekatreus, as well as by contem
porary informants with whom Herodotus had probably conversed, 
must have been extreme. New inhabitants would probably be 
admitted in many of them, to supply the loss sustained ; and 
such infusion of fresh blood would strengthen the necessity for 
the organization introduced by Artaphernes, in order to deter
mine clearly the obligations due from the cities both to the Per
sian government and towards each other. Herodotus considers 
that the arrangement was extremely beneficial to the Ionians, 
and so it must unquestionably have appeared, coming as it did 
immediately after so much previous suffering. He farther adds, 
that the tribute then fixed remained unaltered until his own day, 
-a statement requiring some comment, which I reserve until 
the time arrives for describing the condition of the Asiatic Greeks 
after the repulse of Xerxes from Greece proper. 

Meanwhile, the intentions of Darius for the conquest of Greece 
were now effectively manifested: l\Iardonius, invested with the 
supreme command, and at the head of a large force, was sent 
down in the ensuing spring for the purpose. Having reached 
Kilikia in the course of the march, he himself got on ship-board 
and went by sea to Ionia, while his army marched across Asia 
l\Iinor to the Hellespont. His proceeding in Ionia surprises us, 
and seems to have appeared surprising as well to Herodotus 
himself as to his readers. l\Iardonius deposed the despots 
throughout the various Greek cities,2 and left the people of each 

1 IIerodot. vi, 20. 

9 Herodot. vi, 43. In recounting this deposition of the despots by Mar
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to govern themselves, subject to the Persian dominion and trib
ute. This was a complete reversal of the former policy of Per
sia, and must be ascribed to a new conviction, doubtless wise and 
well founded, which had recently grown up among the Persian 
leaders, that on the whole their unpopularity was aggravated, 
more than their strength was increased, by employing these des
pots as instruments. The phenomena of the late Ionic revolt 
were well calculated to teach such a lesson ; but we shall not 
often find the Persians profiting by experience, throughout the 
course of this history. 

Mardonius did not remain long in Ionia, but passed on with 
his fleet to the Hellespont, where the land-force had already ar
rived. He transported it across into Europe, and began his 
march through Thrace; all of which had already been reduced 
by J\Iegabazus, and does not seem to have participated in the 
Ionic revolt. The island of Thasus surrendered to the fleet 
without any resistance, and the land-force was conveyed across 
the Strymon to the Greek city of Akanthus, on the western coast 
of the Strymonic gulf. From hence his land-force marched into 
Macedonia, and subdued a considerable portion of its inhabitants, 
perhaps some of those not comprised in the dominion of Amyn
tas, since that prince had before submitted to J\Iegabazus. Mean
while, he sent his fleet to double the promontory of J\Iount 
Athos, and to join the land-force again at the gulf of Therma, 
with a view of conquering as much of Greece as he could, and 
even of prosecuting the march as far as Athens and Eretria ;l 
so that the expedition afterwards accomplished by Xerxes would 

donius, Herodotus reasons from it as an analogy for the purpose of vindi
cating the correctness of another of his statements, which, he acquaints us, 
many persons disputed; namely, the discussion which he reports to have 
taken place among the seven conspirators, after the death of the Magian 
Smerdis, whether they should establish a monarchy, an oligarchy, or a 
dernocraey, - tv&avra µiyu;rov f>wvµa tpiw roiut µi'J u:1rorfowµivotut TWV 
'E~J.qvwv, ITepuiwv TOiut ltrra 'Oravea yvwµ11v arrooi~au&at, c:i, ;rpiwv ei11 
'511µ0Kparieu&at ITipuar · roiir yup rvpavvovr rwv 'Iiivwv JCararravuar rravra< 
0 Mapoovwr, OTJµOKpariar JCariara tr Tu< rro.:tiar. Such passages as this let 
us into the controversies of the tiine, and prove that Herodotus found 
many objectors to his story about the discussion on theories of government 
among the seven Persian conspirators (iii, 80-82 ). · 

1 Herodot. vi, 43, 44, trropeiJovro de trri re 'Eperpiav Kat 'A&~var. 
VOL. IV, 14 
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have been tried at least by Mardonius, twelve or thirteen years 
earlier, had not a terrible storm completely disabled the fleet. 
The sea near Athos was then, and is now, full of peril to navi
gators. One of the hurricanes, so frequent in its neighborhood, 
overtook the Persian fleet, destroyed three hundred ships, and 
drowned or cast ashore not less than twenty thousand men : of 
those who reached the shore, many died of cold, or were de
voured by the wild beasts on that inhospitable tongue of land. 
This disaster checked altogether the farther progress of l\Iardo
nius, who also sustained considerable loss with his land-army, 
and was himself wounded, in a night attack made upon him by 
the tribe of Thracians called Brygi. Though strong enough to 
repel and avenge this attack, and to subdue the Brygi, he was 
yet in no condition to advance farther. Both the land-force and 
the fleet were conveyed back to the Hellespont, and from thence 
across to Asia, with all the shame of failure. Nor was l\lardo
nius again employed by Darius, though we cannot make out that 
the fault was imputable to him.l We shall hear of him again 
under Xerxes. 

The ill-success of l\Iardonius seems to have inspired the Tha- 
sians, so recently subdued, with the idea of revolting. At least, 
they provoked the suspicion of Darius by making active prepa
rations for defence, building war-ships, and strengthening their 
fortifications. The Thasians were at this time in great opulence, 
chiefly from their gold and silver mines, both in their island and 
in their mainland territory opposite. Their mines at Skapte 
Hyle, in Thrace, yielded to them an annual income of eighty 
talents; and altogether their surplus revenue - after defraying 
all the expenses of government, so that the inhabitants were en
tirely untaxed- was two hundred talents (forty-six thousand 
pounds, if Attic talents; more, _if either Euboic or .A:ginrean). 
With these large means, they were enabled soon to make prepa
rations which excited notice among their neighbors, many of 
whom were doubtless jealous of their prosperity, and perhaps 
inclined to dispute with them ~ossession of the profitable mines 

1 Herodot. vi, 44-94. Charon of Lampsakus had noticed the storm near 
Mount Athos, and the destruction of the fleet of Mardonius ( Charonis Frag· 
ment. 3, ed. Didot; Athenre. ix, p. 394). 
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of Skapte Hyle. As in other cases, so in this: the jealousies 
among subject neighbors often procured revelations to the supe
rior power : the proceedings of the Thasians were made known, 
and they were forced to raze their fortifications as well as to sur
render all their ships to the Persians at Abdem.I 

Though dissatisfied with l\Iardonius, Darius was only the more 
eagerly bent on his project of conquering Greece, and Hippias 
was at his side to keep alive his wrath against the Athenians.2 
Orders were despatched to the maritime cities of his empire to 
equip both ships of war and horse-transports for a renewed attempt. 
His intentions were probably known in Greece itself by this time, 
from the recent march of his army to l\Iacedonia; but he thought 
it advisable to send heralds round to most of the Grecian cities, in 
order to require from each the formal token of submission, 
earth and water; and thus to ascertain what extent of resistance 
his intended expedition was likely to experience. The answers 
received were to a high degree favorable. l\Iany of the conti
nental Greeks sent their submission, as well as all those islanders 
to whom application was made. Among the former, we are 
probably to reckon the Thebans and Thessalians, though Herod
otus does not particularize them. Among the latter, Naxos, 
Eubrea, and some of the smaller islands, are not included; but 
~gina, at that time the first maritime power of Greece, is ex
pressly included.a 

Nothing marks so clearly the imminent peril in which the liber
ties of Greece, were now placed, and the terror inspired by the 
Persians after their reconquest of Ionia, as this abasement on the 
part of the ~ginetans, whose commerce with the Asiatic islands 
and continent, doubtless impressed them strongly with the melan
choly consequences of unsuccessful resistance to the Great King. 
But on the present occa,sion, their conduct was dictated as much 
by antipathy to Athens as by fear, so that Greece was thus 
threatened with the intrusion of the Persian arm as ally and 
arbiter in her internal contests: a contingency which, if it had 

1 He~odot. vi, 46-48. See a simiiar case of disclosure arising from jeal
onsy between Tenedos and Lesbos (Thucyd. iii, 2). 

2 Herodot. vi, 94. 
3 Herodot. vi, 48-49; viii, 46. 
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occurred now in the dispute between .lEgina and Athens, would 
have led to the certain enslavement of Greece, - though when it 
did occur nearly a century afterwards, towards the close of the 
Peloponnesian war, and in consequence of the prolonged struggle 
between Lacedremon and Athens, Greece had become strong 
enough in her own force to endure it without the loss of substan
tial independence. The war between Thebes and .lEgina on one 
side, and Athens on the other, - begun several years before, and 
growing out of the co~nection between Athens and Platrea, 
had never yet been terminated. The .lEginetans had taken part 
in that war from gratuitous feeling, either of friendship for 
Thebes, or of enmity to Athens, without any direct ground of 
quarrel,! and they had begun the war even without the formality 
of notice. Though a period apparently not less than fourteen 
years (from about 506-Ml2 B.c.) had elapsed since it began, the 
state of hostility still continued; and we may well conceive that 
Hippias, the great instigator of Persian attack upon Greece, 
would not fail to enforce upon all the enemies of Athens the pru
dence of seconding, or at least of not opposing, the efforts of the 
Persian· to reinstate him in that city. It was partly under this 
feeling, combined with genuine alarm, that both Thebes and 
.lEgina manifested submissive dispositions towards the heralds 
of Darius. 

Among these heralds, some had gone both to Athens and to 
Sparta, for the same purpose of demanding earth and water. 
The reception given to them at both places was angry in the ex
treme. The Athenians cast the herald into the pit called the 
barathrum,2 into which they sometimes precipitated public crimi

1 Herodot. v, 81-89. See above, chapter xxxi. The legendary story 
there given as the provocation of lEgina to the war is evidently not to be 
treated as a real and historical cause of war: a state of quarrel causes all 
such stories to be raked up, and some probably to be invented. It is like 
the old alleged quarrel between the Athenians and the Pelasgi of Lemnos 
(vi, 137-140). 

~ It is to this treatment of the herald that the story in Plutarch's Life of 
Themistokles must allude, if that story indeed be true ; for the Persian 
king was not likely to send a second herald, after such treatment of the 
first. An interpreter accompanied the herald, speakin"' Greek as well as 

0 

his own !1ative language. Themistokles proposed and carried a vote that 
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nals : the Spartans threw the herald who came to them into a 
well, desiring the unfortunate messenger to take earth and water 
from thence to the king. The inviolability of heralds was so 
ancient and undisputed in Greece, from the Homeric times down
ward, that nothing short of the fiercest excitement could have 
instigated any Grecian community to such an outrage. But to 
the Lacedmmonians, now accustomed to regard themselves as the 
first of all Grecian states, and to be addressed always in the 
character of superiors, the demand appeared so gross an insult 
as to banish from their minds for the time all recollection of 
established obligations. They came subsequently, however, to 
repent of the act as highly criminal, and to look upon it as the 
cause of misfortunes which overtook them thirty or forty years 
afterwards : how they tried at that time to expiate it, I shall 
hereafter recount.I 

But if, on the one hand, the wounded dignity of the Spartans 
hurried them into the commission of this wrong, it was on the 
other hand of signal use to the general liberties of Greece, by 
rousing them out of their apathy as to the coming invader, and 
placing them with regard to him in the same state of inexpiable 

he should be put to death, for having employed the Greek language as 
medium for barbaric dictation (Plutarch, Themist. c. 6). We should be 
glad to know from whom Plutarch copied this story. 

Pausanias states that it was Miltiades who proposed the putting to death 
·of the heralds at Athens (iii, 12, 6) ; and that the divine judgment fell 
npon his family in consequence of it. From whom Pausauias copied this 
statement I do not know; certainly not from Herodotus, who does not 
mention Miltiades in the case, and expressly says that he does not know in 
what manner the divine judgment overtook the Athenians for the crime: 
"except (says he) that their city and country was afterwards laid waste 
by Xerxes; but I do not think that this happened on account of the out
rage on the heralds." ( Herodot. vii, 133.) 

The belief that there must have been a divine judgment of some sort or 
other, presented a strong stimulus to invent or twist some historical fact to 
correspond with it. Herodotus has sufficient regard for truth to resist this 
stimulus and to confess his ignorance; a circumstance which goes, along 
with others, to strengthen our confidence in his general authority. llis 
silence weakens the credibility, but does not refute the allegation of Pau
sanias with regard to Miltiades, - which is certainly not intrinsically 
improbable. 

1 Herodot. vii, 133. 
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hostility as Athens and Eretria. We see at once tlie bonds 
drawn closer between Athens and Sparta. The Athenians, fo:r. 
the first time, prefer a complaint at Sparta against the lEgine
tans for having gi,·en earth and water to Darius, -accusing 
them of having done this with views of enmity to Athens, and 
in order to invade Attica conjointly with the Persian. This they 
repreRented "as treason to Hellas," calling upon Sparta as head 
of Greece to interfere. And in consequence of their appeal, 
Kleomenes king of Sparta went over to 1Egina, to take measures 
against the authors of the late proceeding, "for the general ben
efit of Ilellas.''l 

The proceeding now before us is of very great importance in 
the progress of Grecian history. It is the first direct and posi
tive historical manifestation of Hellas as an aggregate body, with 
Sparta as its chief, and obligations of a certain sort on the part 
of its members, the neglect or violation of which constitutes a 
species of treason. I have already pointed out several earlier 
incidents, showing how the Greek political mind, beginning from 
entire severance of states, became gradually prepared for this· 
idea of a permanent league with mutual obligations and power 
of enforcement vested in a permanent chief,- an idea never 
fully carried into practice, but now distinctly manifest and parti
ally operative. First, the great acquired power and territory of 
Sparta, her military training, her undisturbed political traditions, 
create an unconscious deference towards her, such as was not felt . 
towards any other state: next, she is seen in the proceedings 
against Athens, after the expulsion of Hippias, as summoning 
and conducting to war a cluster of self-obliged Peloponnesian 
allies, with certain formalities which gave to the alliance an im
posing permanence and solemnity: thirdly, her position becomes 

1 Hero<lot. vi, 49. IIoti/<Ta<Tt oe <Tr/>t (Alytvfirair) raiira, li9for 'AfJ11vaiot 
hrei<taro, 001dovrer tr.2 <Tr/>fot Exovrar roiJr Aiytvi/rar 0e&c.J1cevat (yijv Kat 
fi&c.1p ), i>r llµa ri;> II€p<T1) lrr2 <Tr/>for <Trparev"'vrat. Ka£ ifoµevot 7rpoq,a<Twr 
i'lrelo.aj3ovro· lf>otrfovrit re it T1/v ~7rapr11v, Kar11y6peov rwv 
Alytv1JT€"'v ru 7re7roti/Kotev, 7rpoo6vrer r1)v 'Elo.lo.iioa. Com
pare viii, 144, ix, 7. r1)v 'Elo.lo.aoa 6etvilv 7rotovµevot 7rpoooiivat
o. new and very important phrase. 

vii, 61. Tore &e rilv Klo.eoµevea, t6vra iv r;; Aly£vv, Kat Kotvil TV 
'Elo.lo.aot ayafJa 7rpO<Tepya(6µevov, etc. 
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recognized as first power or president of Greece, both by foreigners 
who invite alliance (Crresus), or by Greeks who seek help, such 
as the Platreans against Thebes, or the Ionians against Persia. 
But Sparta has not been hitherto found willing to take on herself 
the performance of this duty of protector-general.· She refused 
the Ionians and the Samian l\freandrius, as well as the Platreans, 
in spite of their entreaties founded on common Hellenic lineage: 
the expedition which she undertook against Polykrates of Sa
mos, was founded upon private motives of displeasure, even in 
the estimation of the LaeedIBmonians themselves: moreover, 
even if all these requests had been granted, she might have 
seemed to be rather obeying a generous sympathy than perform
ing a duty incumbent upon her as superior. But in the case now 
before us, of Athens against .L~gina, the latter consideration 
stands distinctly prominent. Athens is not a member of the clus
ter of Spartan allies, nor does she claim the compassion of Sparta, 
as defenceless against an overpowering Grecian neighbor. She 
complains of a Pan-Hellenic obligation as having been contra
vened by the JEginetans to her detriment and danger, and calls 
upon Sparta to enforce upon the delinquents respect to these obli
gations. For the first time in Grecian history, such ·a call is 
made; for the first time in Grecian history, it is effectively 
answered. °\Ve may reasonably doubt, whether it would have 
been thus answered, -considering the tardy, unimpressible, and 
home-keeping character of the Spartans, with their general in
sensibility to distant dangers, I -if the adventure of the Persian 
herald had not occurred to gall their pride beyond endurance; to 
drive them into unpardonable hostility with the Great King; and 
to cast them into the same boat with Athens for keeping off an 
enemy who threatened the common liberties of Hellas. 

}'rom this time, then, we may consider that there exists a re
cognized political union of Greece against the Persians,2 - or at 
least something as near to a political union as Grecian temper 
will permit, - with Sparta as its head for the present. To such 
a preeminence of Sparta, Grecian history bad been gradually 

··Thucyd. i, 70-118. UOKVOt 11:pilr; vµar; (i.e. the Spartans) µe'A'A11rar JCa~ 
u1roo11µ11rat 11:pilr; lvo11µorurovr. 

2 IIerodot. vii, 145-148. Ol uvv(,)µorat 'EAAQV(,)V l11:l rfii TUpu1,1. 
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tending; but the final event which placed it beyond dispute, and 
which humbled for the time her ancient and only rival-Argos 
- is now to be noticed. 

It was about three or four years before the ar1ival of these 
Persian heralds in Greece, and nearly at the time when l\Iiletus 
was besieged by the Persian generals, that a war broke out be
tween Sparta and Argos,1 -on what grounds Herodotus does 
not inform us. Kleomenes, encouraged by a promise of the 
oracle that he should take Argos, led the Laced;~monian troops to 
the banks of the Erasinus, the border river of the Argeian ter
ritory. But the sacrifices, without which no river could be 
crossed, were so unfavorable, that he altered his course, extorted 
some vessels from JEgina and Sikyon,2 and carried his troops by 
sea to Nauplia, the seaport belonging to Argos, and to the terri
tory of Tiryns. The Argeians having marched their forces 
down to resist him, the two armies joined battle at Sepeia, near 
Tiryns: Kleomenes, by a piece of simplicity on the part of his 
enemies, which we find it difficult to credit in Herodotus, was 
enabled to attack them unprepared, and obtained a decisive vic
tory. For the Argeians, it is stated, were so afraid of being 
overreached by stratagem, in the post which their army occupied 
over against the enemy, that they listened for the commands pro
claimed aloud by the Lacedmmonian herald, and performed with 
their own army the same order which they thus heard given. 

1 That which marks the siege of l\1iletus, and the defeat of the Argcians 
by Klcomenes, as contemporaneous, or nearly so, is, the common oracu
lar dictum delivered in reference to both: in the same prophecy of the 
Pythia, one half alludes to the sufferings of l\1i!etus, the other half to those 
of Argos (Herodot. vi, 19-77). 

Xpwµevoun yup 'Apyeioun l:v lle/..<f>olat 7rep~ U(,JTT/Pt'IJ!: r7Jr 7rOAtof r~r 
urperip11~. TO µ'f:v lr avrovr TOVf 'Apytiovr rpipov, T1JV Oe 7rapevrJ~K1JV exp71ue 
fr Mt/..11uiovr. 

I consider this evidence of date to be better than the statement of Pau
sanias. That author places the enterprise against Argos immediately 
(aVrtKa -Paus. iii, 4, l) after the accession of Klcomenes, who, as he was 
king when Mreandrius came from Samos (Herodot. iii, 148), must have 
come to the throne not later than 518 or 517 B.c. This would be thirty· 
seven years prior to 480 B.c.; a date much too early for the war between 
Kleomenes and the Argeians, as we may see by Herodotus (vii, 149). 

1 Herodot. vi, 92. 
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This came to the knowledge of Kleomenes, who communicated 
private notice to his soldiers, that when the herald proclaimed 
orders to go to dinner, they should not obey, but immediately 
stand to their arms. "\Ve are to presume that the Argeian camp 
was sufficiently near to that of the Lacedremonians to enable 
them to hear the voice of the herald, yet not within sight, from 
the nature of the ground. Accordingly, so soon as the Argeians 
heard the herald in the enemy's camp proclaim the word to go to 
dinner,1 they went to dinner themselves ; and in this disorderly 
condition they were easily overthrown by the Spartans. Many 
of them perished in the field, while the fugitives took refuge in a 
thick grove consecrated to their eponymous hero Argus. Kle
omenes pursued and inclosed them therein ; but thinking it safer 
to employ deceit rather than force, he ascertained from deserters 
the names of the chief Argeians thus shut up, and then invited 
them out successively by means of a herald, -pretending that 
he had received their ransom, and that they were released. As 
fast as each man came out, he was put to death; the fate of these 
unhappy sufferers being concealed from their comrades within 
the grove by the thickness of the foliage, until some one climb
ing to the top of a tree detected and proclaimed the destruction 
going on, - after about fifty of the victims had perished. Un
able to entice any more of the Argeians from their consecrated 
refuge, which they still vainly hoped would protect them, Kle
omenes set fire to the grove, and burnt it to the ground, insomuch 
that the persons within it appear to have been destroyed, either 
by fire or by sword.2 After the conflagration had begun, he in
quired for the first time to whom the grove belonged, and learnt 
that it belonged to the hero Argus. 

Not less than six thousand citizens, the flower and strength of 
Argos, perished in this disastrous battle and retreat. And so 
completely was the city prostrated, that Kleomenes might easily 
have taken it, had he chosen to march thither forthwith and at
tack it with vigor. If we are to believe later historians whom 

1 Ilerodot. vi, 78; compare Xenophon, Rep. Laced. xii, 6. Orders for 
evolutions in the field, in the Lacedromonian military service, were not 
proclaimed by the herald, but transmitted through the various gradations 
of officers (Thucyd. v, 66). 1 Herodot. vi, 79, 80. 

VOL. IV. 14* 21o~ 
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Pausanias, Polyrenus, and Plutarch have copied, he did march 
thither and attack it, but was repulsed by the valor of the Ar
geian women; who, in the dearth of warriors occasioned by the 
recent defeat, took arms along with the slaves, headed by the 
poetess Telesilla, and gallantly defended the walls.I This is 
probably a mythe, generated by a desire to embody in detail the 
dictum of the oracle a little before, about "the female conquer
ing the male."2 Without meaning to deny that the Argeian wo
men might have been capable of achieving so patriotic a deed, if 
Kleomenes had actually marched to the attack of their city, we 
are compelled, by the distinct statement of Herodotus, to affirm 
that he never did attack it. Immediately after the burning of 
"the sacred grove of Argos, he dismissed the bulk of his army to 

Sparta, retaining only one thousand choice troops, -with whom 
he marched up to the Herreum, or great temple of Here, between 
Argos and l\fykenre, to offer sacrifice. The priest in attendance 
forbade him to enter, saying that no stranger was allowed to 
offer sacrifice in the temple. But Kleomenes had once already 
forced his way into the sanctuary of Athene, on the Athenian 
acropolis, in spite of the priestess and her interdict, - and he 
now acted still more brutally towards the Argeian priest, for he 
directed his helots to drag l1im from the altar and scourge him. 

1 Pausan. ii, 20, 7; Polyren. viii, 33 ; Plutarch, De Virtut. Mulier, p. 245; 
Suidas, v, TeAtatA.A.a. 
- Plutarch cites the historian Sokrates of Argos for this story about 
Telesilla; an ,historian, or perhaps composer of a rreptf;yTjatr 'Apyovr, of 
unknown date: compare Diogen. Laert. ii, 5, 47, and Plutarch, Qurestion. 
Romaic. pp. 270-277. According to his representation, Kleomenes and 
Demaratus jointly assaulted the town of Argos, and Demaratus, after hav
ing penetrated into the town and become master of the Pamphyliakon, was 
driven out again by the women. Now Herodotus informs us that Kleom
enes and Demaratus were never employed upon the same expedition, afte1 
the disagreement in their march to Attica (v, 75; vi, 64). 

2 Herodot. vi, 77. 
'AA.A.' orav 1/ -&1JA.ela rov Jpaeva vucf;aaaa 
'EgeA.aaii, 1eaZ ICVOOf tv 'Apyefot<TlV apTjrat, etc. 

If this prophecy can be said to have any distinct meaning, it probably 
refers to Here, as protectress of Arg<>s, repulsing the Spartans. 

Pausanias (ii, 20, 7) might well doubt whether Herodotus understood 
this oracle in the same sense as he did : it is plain that Herodotus could 
not have so understood it. 
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Having offered sacrifice, Kleomenes returned with his remaining 
force to Sparta.l 

But the army whom he had sent home returned with a full 
persuasion that Argos might easily have been taken, - that the 
king alone was to blame for having missed the opportunity. As 
soon as he himself returned, his enemies - perhaps his colleague 
Demaratus - brought him to trial before the ephors, on a charge 
of having been bribed, against which he defended himself as fol
lows : Ile had invaded the hostile territory on the faith of an 
assurance from the oracle that he should take Argos; but so soon 
as he had burnt down the sacred grove of the hero Argus, 
without knowing to w horn it belonged, - he became at once sen
sible that this was all that the god meant by taking Argos, and 
therefore that the divine promise had been fully realized. Ac
cordingly, he did not think himself at liberty to commence any 
fresh attack, until he had ascertained whether the gods would ap
prove it and would grant him success. It was with this view 
that he sacrificed in the Herreum. But though his sacrifice was 
favorable, he observed that the flame kindled on the altar flashed 
back from the bosom of the statue of Here, and not from her 
head. If the flame had flashed from her head, he would have 
known at once that the gods intended him to take the city by 
storm ;2 but the flash from her bosom plainly indicated that the 

1 IIerodot. vi, 80, 81: compare v, 72. 
I Hcrodot. vi, 82. el µev yap tK Ti/t; Ke<J>al..i/t; TOV ayU.l..µaTot; l~tl..aµipe, 

alpietv UV lcaT' a K pi/ t; T~V 1rOAlV. EK TWV <JT11{}hiv oe 1..U.µipavrot;, 1rUV ol 
1rE1rOtf/a"iJat OUOV 0 {}eot; fj{}el..e. 

For the expression alptetv KaT' aKpi/t;, compare Hcrodot. vi, 21, and 
Damm. Lex. Homer. v, aKpot;. In this expression, as generally used, the 
last words KaT' aKpig have lost their primitive and special sense, and do 
little more than intensify the simple alpteiv, -equivalent to something 
like " de fond en comble:" for Kleomenes is accused by his enemies, 
<J>uµevoi µiv Oc.ipovoKi/aavra, OVK lAiELv TO 'Apyot;, 7rapiov evrredwt; µiv ll..eiv. 
Ilut in the story recounted by Klcomeues, the words KaT' uKpi/t; come back 
to their primitive meaning, and serve as the foundation for his religious 
inference, from type to thing typified: if the light had shone from the 
head or top of the statue, this would have intimated that the gods meant 
him to take the city "from top to bottom." 

, In regard to this very illustrative story, -which there seems no reason 
for mistrusting, - the contrast between the point of view of Herodotus and 
that of the Spartan ephors desen·es notice. The former, while he affirms 
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topmost success was out of his reach, and that he had already 
reaped all the glories which they intended for him. "\Ve may see 
that Herodotus, though he refrains from criticizing this story, 
suspects it to be a fabrication. Not so the Spartan ephors: to 
them it appeared not less true as a story than triumphant as a 
defence, insuring to Kleomenes an honorable acquittal.I 

Though this Spartan king lost the opportunity of taking 
Argos, his victories already gained had inflicted upon her a blow 
such as she did not recover for a generation, and put her for a 
time out of all condition to dispute the primacy of Greece with 
Lacedmmon. I have already mentioned that both in legend and 
in earliest history, Argos stands forth as the first power in 
Greece, with legendary claims to headship, and decidedly above 
Lacedremon; who gradually usurps from her, first the reality of 
superior power, next the recognition of preeminence, - and is 
now, at the period which we have reached, taking upon herself 
both the rights and the duties of a presiding state over a body 
-of allies who are bound both to her and to each other! Her title 
to this honor, however, was never admitted at Argos, p.nd it is 
very probable that the war just described grew in some way or 
other out of the increasing presidential power which circum
stances were tending to throw into her hands. And the complete 
temporary prostration of Argos was an essential condition to the 
quiet acquisition of this power by Sparta. Occurring as it did 
two or three years before the above-recounted adventure of the 
heralds, it removed the only rival at that time both willing and 
able to compete with Sparta,- a rival who might well have pre
vented any effective union under another chief, though she could 
no longer have secured any Pan-Hellenic ascendency for herself, 
- a rival who would have seconded JEgina in her submission to 
the Persians, ancl would thus have lamed incurably the defen

distinctly that it was the real story told by Klcomenes, suspects its truth, 
and utters as much of skepticism as his pious fear will permit him ; the 
latter find it in complete harmony, both with their canon of belief and 
with their religious feeling, - Kl.eoµtvrir Di a</>t lt.e;e, ovre el ..pevooµeyor 
ovre el ci.t.ri&ia l.tywv, i'xw aa¢rivtwr elrrat. lt.e;e o' WV • •••••Taiira oi: Aiywv, 
'll"t<!Ta re Kat oiKora lOoKee !.rraprti/T7J<1' Myetv, Kal arri</>vye 1rOAAOV roil~ 
otwKovra~. 

1 Compare Pausania.~, ii, 20, 8. 
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sive force of Greece. The ships which Kleomenes had obtained 
from the JEginetans as well as from the Sikyonians, against their 
own will, for landing his troops at Nauplia, brought upon both 
these cities the enmity of Argos, which the Sikyonians compro
mised by paying a sum of money, while the JEginetans refused to 
do so.1 And thus the circumstances of the Kleomenic war had 
the effect not only of enfeebling Argos, but of alienating her 
from natural allies and supporters, and clearing the ground for 
undisputed Spartan primacy. 

Returning now to the complaint preferred by Athens to the 
Spartans against the traitorous submission of JEgina to Darius, 
we find that king Kleomenes passed immediately over to that 
island for the purpose of inquiry and punishment. He was pro
ceeding to seize and carry away as prisoners several of the lead
ing 1Eginetans, when Krius and some others among them opposed 
to him a menacing resistance, telling him that he came without 
any regular warrant from Sparta and under the influence of 
Athenian bribes, - that, in order to carry authority, both the 
Spartan kings ought to come together. It was not of their own 
accord that the JEginetans ventured to adopt so dangerous a 
course. Demaratus, the colleague of Kleomenes in the junior 
or Prokleid line of kings, had suggested to them the step and 
promised to carry them through it safely.2 Dissension between 
the two coordinate kings was no new phenomenon at Sparta; 
but in the case of Demaratus and Kleomenes, it had broken out 
some years previously on the occasion of the march against 
Attica ; and Demaratus, hating his colleague ;more than ever, 
entered into the present intrigue with the JEginetans with the 
deliberate purpose of frustrating his intervention. He succeed
ed, and Kleomenes was compelled to return to Sparta; not with
out unequivocal menace against Krius and the other 1Eginetans 
who had repelled him,3 and not without a thorough determination 
to depose Demaratus. 

It appears that suspicions had always attached to the legiti

1 Herodot. vi, 92. 
llerodot. vi, 50. Kplo>-0..eye oe ravm li l1m1r0Aii> rii> .O.rjµ<tp~rou. 

Compare Pausan. iii, 4, 3. 
a Herodot. vi, 50-61, 64. .O.rjµaprjTO>-<P&ov<,J Kal UY'J xpewµevo» 

I 
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macy of Demaratus's birth. His reputed father Aristo had had 
no offspring by two successive wives : at last, he became enamored 
of the wife of his friend A get us,- a woman of surpassing beauty, 
-and entrapped him into an agreement, whereby each solemnly 
bound himself to surrender anything belonging to him which the 
other might ask for. That which Agetus asked from Aristo was 
at once given: in return, the latter demanded to have the wife 
of Agetus, who was thunderstruck at the request, and indignantly 
complained of having been cheated into a sacrifice of all others 
the most painful: nevertheless, the oath was peremptory, and he 
was forced to comply. The birth of Demaratus took place so 
soon after this change of husbands, that when it was first made 
known to Aristo, as he sat upon a bench along with the ephors, 
he counted on his fingers the number of months since his mar
riage, and exclaimed with an oath," The child cannot be mine." 
He soon, however, retracted his opinion, and acknowledged the 
child, who grew up without any question being publicly raised as 
to his birth, and succeeded his father on the throne. But the 
original words of Aristo had never been forgotten, and private 
suspicions were still cherished that Demaratus was really the son 
of his mother's first husband.I 

Of these suspicions, Kleomenes now resolved to avail him
self, exciting Leotychides, the next heir in the Prokleid line of 
kings, to impugn publicly the legitimacy of Demaratus ; engag
ing to second him with all his influence as next in order for the 
crown, and exacting in return a promise that he would support 
the intervention against .l"Egina. Leotychides was animated not 
merely by ambition, but also by private enmity against Dema
ratus, who had disappointed him of his intended bride: he 
warmly entered into the scheme, arraigned Demaratus as no true 
Herakleid, and produced evidence to prove the original doubts 
expressed by Aristo. A serious dispute was thus raised at 
Sparta, and Kleomenes, espousing the pretensions of Leotychi
des, recommended that the question as to the legitimacy of Dema
ratus should be decided by reference to the Delphian oracle. 
Through the influence of KobOn, a powerful native of Delphi, 
he procured from the Pythian priestess an answer pronouncing 

1 Herodot. vi, 61, 62, 63. 
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that Demaratus was not the son of Aristo.1 Leotychides thus 
became king of the Prokleid line, while Demaratus descended 
into a private station,' and was elected at the ensuing solemnity 
of the Gymnopredia to an official function. The new king, un
able to repress a burst of triumphant spite, sent an attendant to 
ask him, in the public theatre, how he felt as an officer after 
having once been a king. Stung with this insult, Demaratus 
replied that he himself had tried them both, and that Leotychi
des might in time come to try them both also: the question, he 
added, shall bear its fruit, - great evil, or great good, to Sparta. 
So saying, he covered bis face and retired home from the theatre, 
- offered a solemn farewell sacrifice at the altar of Zeus Her
keios, and solemnly adjured his mother to declare to him who his 
real father was, - then at once quitted Sparta for Elis, under 
pret"<nce of going to consult the Delphian oracle. 2 

Demaratus was well known to be a high-spirited and ambitious 
man, - noted, among other things, as the only Laeedremonian 
king down to the time of Herodotus who had ever gained a 
chariot victory at Olympia; and Kleomenes and Leotychides 
became alarmed at the mischief which he might do them in exile. 
By the law of Sparta, no Herakleid was allowed to establish his 
residence out of the country, on pain of death: this marks the 
sentiment of the Lacedremonians, and Demaratus was not the 
less likely to give trouble because they had pronounced him ille
gitimate.3 Accordingly they sent in pursuit of him, and seized 

1 Herodot. vi, 65, 66. In an analogous case afterwards, where the succes
sion was disputed between Agcsilaus the brother, and Leotychides the 
reputed son of the deceased king Agis, the Laeedremonians appear to 
have taken upon themselves to pronounce Leotychides illegitimate; or 
rather to assume taeitly such illegitimacy by choosing Agesilaus in prefer
ence, without the aid of the oracle (Xenophon, Hellen. iii. 3, 1-4; Plutarch, 
Agesilaus, c. 3). The previous oracle from Delphi, however, rpv'Au;aa'7at 
n)v ;rw'Ai')v {3aat'AEiav, was cited on the occasion, and the question was, in 
what manner it should be interpreted. 

• Herodot. vi, GS, 69. The answer made by the mother to this appeal -
informing- Demaratus that he is the son either of king Aristo, or of the 
hero Astrabakus-is extremely interesting as an evidence of Grecian man
ners and feeling. 

3 Plutarch, Agis, c. 11. Karil. of; Ttva voµov 1t'aAatov, oi; OVK ill- TOV •HpaK
A.doiiv l:rc yvvau<ili; UAAOOG'll'iit; TfKVovat'tat, TOV o' U1t'fA1%vra Tiit; !.rrupT1/t; 
l:rr2 µerotKt<lµi;J rrpoi; l:rcpovi; it'Trot'tvi/arcetv KEAEvet. 
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him in the island of Zakynthus. But the Zakynthians would 
not consent to surrender him, so that he passed unobstructed into 
Asia, where he presented himself to Darius, and was received 
with abundant favors and presents.I We shall hereafter find 
him the companion of Xerxes, giving to that monarch advice 
such as, if it had been acted upon, would have proved the ruin 
of Grecian independence; to which, however, he would have 
been even more dangerous, if he had remained at home as king 
of Sparta. 

:Meanwhile Kleomenes, having obtained a consentient colleague 
in Leotychides, went with him over to JEgina, eager to revenge 
himself for the affront which had been put upon him. To the 
requisition and presence of the two kings jointly, the ..i:Eginetans 
did not dare to oppose any resistance. Kleomenes made choice 
of ten citizens, eminent for wealth, station, and influence, aipong 
whom were Krius and another person named Kasambus, the two 
most powerful men in the island. Conveying them away to 
Athens, he deposited them as hostages in the hands of the 
Athenians.2 

It was in this state that the affairs of Athens and of Greece 
generally were found by the Persian armament which landed at 
Marathon, the progress of which we are now about to follow. 
And the events just recounted were of material importance, con
sidered in their indirect bearing upon the success of that arma
ment. Sparta had now, on the invitation of Athens, assumed to 
herself for the first time a formal Pan-Hellenic primacy, her an
cient rival Argos being too much broken to contest it, - her two 
kings, at this juncture unanimous, employ their presiding inter
ference in coercing JEgina, and placing JEginetan hostages in the 
hands of Athens. The .1Eginetans would not have been unwill
ing to purchase victory over a neighbor and rival at the cost of 
submission to Persia, and it was the Spartan interference only 
which restrained them from assailing Athens conjointly with the 
Persian invaders; thus leaving the hands of the latter free, and 
her courage undiminished, for the coming trial. 

1ifeanwhile, a vast Persian force, brought together in conse
quence of the preparation made during the last two years in 

1 Herodot. vi, 70. 1 Herodot. vi, 73. 
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every part of the empire, had assembled in the Alelan plain of 
Kilikia, near the sea. A fleet of six hundred armed triremes, 
together with many transports, both of men and horses, was 
brought hither for their embarkation : the troops were put on 
board, and sailed along the coast to Samos in Ionia. The Ionic 
and .lEolic Greeks constituted an important part of this arma
ment, and the Athenian exile Hippias was on board as guide and 
auxiliary in the attack of Attica. The generals were Datis, a 
Median,1 - and Artaphernes, son of the satrap of Sardis, so 
named, and nephew of Darius. We may remark that Datis is 
the first person of Median lineage who is mentioned as appointed 
to high command after the accession of Darius, which had been 
preceded and marked, as I have noticed in a former chapter, by 
an outbreak of hostile nationality between the Medes and Per
sians. Their instructions were, generally, to reduce to subjec
tion and tribute all such Greeks as had not already given earth 
and water. But Darius directed them most particularly to con
quer Eretria and Athens, and to bring the inhabitants as slaves 
into his presence.2 These orders were literally meant, and prob
ably neither the generals nor the soldiers of this vast armament 
doubted that they would be literally executed; and that before 
the end of the year, the wives, or rather the widows, of men like 
Themistokles and Aristeides would be seen among a mournful 
train of Athenian prisoners, on the road from Sardis to Susa, 
thus accomplishing the wish expressed by queen Atossa at the 
instance of Demokedes. 

The recent terrific storm near Mount Athos deterred the Per
sians from following the example of l\Iardonius, and taking their 
course by the Hellespont and Thrace. It was resolved to strike 
straight across the 1Egean3 (the mode of attack which intelligent 

1 Herodot. vi, 94. ll.ariv re, £61,ra M~oov yivo~ etc. 
Cornelius Nepos (Life of Pausanias, e. I) calls Mardonius a Mede; 

which cannot be true, since he was the son of Gobryas, one of the seven 
Persian conspirators (Herodot. vi, 43). 

' Hcrodot, vi, 94. tvreiAaµevo~ ol: utrhreµtre, t;avopatroofoavra~ 'Eperp[av 
Ka~ ,A-8-~vac, uyetv twvriiJ le l'n/JIV TU uvopcL7roOa. 

According to the l\:[enexenns of Plato (c. 17, p. 245), Darius ordered 
Datis to fulfil this order on peril of his own head ; no such harshness ap
pears in Herodotus. 3 Thucyd. i, 93. 
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Greeks like Themistokles most feared, even after the repulse of 
Xerxes), from Samos to Eubrca, attacking th.e intermediate isl
ands in the way. Among those islands was Naxos, which ten 
years before had stood a long siege, and gallantly repelled the 
Persian l\Iegabates with the l\1ilesian Aristagoras. It was one of 
the main objects of Datis to efface this stain on the Persian 
arms, and to take a signal revenge on the Naxians.l Crossing 
from Samos to Naxos, he landed his army on the island, which 
was found an easier prize than he had expected. The terrified 
citizens, 'abandoning their town, fled with their families to the 
highest summits of their mountains; while the Persians, seizing 
as slaves a few who had been dilatory in flight, burnt the unde
fended town with its edifices sacred and profane. 

Immense, indeed, was the difference in Grecian sentiment to
wards the Persians, created by the terror-striking reconquest of 
Ionia, and by the exhibition of a large Phenician fleet in the 
.lEgean. The strength of Naxos was the same now as it had 
been before the Ionic revolt, and the successful resistance then 
made might have been supposed likely to nerve the courage of 
its inhabitants. Yet such is the fear now fospired by a Persian 
armament, that the eight thousand Naxian hoplites abandon their 
town and their gods without striking a blow,2 and think of noth
ing but personal safety for themselves and their families. A sad 
augury for A thens and Eretria ! 

From Naxos, Datis despatched his fleet round the other Cy
clades islands, requiring from each, hostages for fidelity and a 
contingent to increase his army. "'With the sacred island of 
Delos, however, he dealt tenderly and respectfully. The De
lians had fled before his approach to Tenos, but Datis sent a 
herald to invite them back again, promised to preserve their per
sons and property inviolate, and proclaimed that he had received 
express orders from the Great King to reverence the island in 
\vhich Apollo and Artemis were born. His acts corresponded with 
this language; for the fleet was not allowed to touch the island, 

1 Herodot. vi, 95, 96. hr£ ravr11v (Naxos) yap cl~ rrpCJr11v lrrei;rov urpa
uveutJat ol Ilipuat, µeµv11µfrot TWV rrporepov. 

•The historians of Naxos affirmed that Datis had been repulsed from 
the island. 'Ve find this statement in Plutarch, De Malign. Herodot. c. 
36, p. 869, among his violent and unfounded contradictions of Herodotus. 
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and he himself, landing with only a few attendants, offered a mag
nificent sacrifice at the altar. A large portion of his armament 
consisted of Ionic Greeks, and this pronounced respect to the 
island of Delos may probably be ascribed to the desire of satisfy
ing their religious feelings ; for in their days of early freedom, 
this island had been the scene of their solemn periodical festivals, 
as I have already more than once remarked. 

Pursuing his course without resistance along the islands, and 
demanding reinforcements as well as hostages from each, Datis 
at length touched the southernmost portion of Eubooa,-the 
town of Karystus and its territory.I The Karystians, though at 
first refusing either, to give hostages or to furnish any reinforce
ments against their friends and neighbors, were speedily com
pelled to submission by the aggressive devastation of the invaders. 
This was the first taste of resistance which Datis had yet expe
rienced; and the facility with which it was overcome gave him a 
promising omen as to his success against Eretria, whither he soon 
arrived. 

The destination of the armament was no secret to the inhabit
ants of this fated city, among whom consternation, aggravated by 
intestine differences, was the reigning sentimen~. They made 
application to Athens for aid, which was readily and conveni
ently afforded to them by means of those four thousand kleruchs, 
or out-citizens, whom the Athenians had planted sixteen years 
before in the neighboring territory of Chalkis. Notwithstand
ing this reinforcement, however, many of them despaired of 
defending the city, and thought only of seeking shelter on the 
unassailable summits of the island, as the more numerous and 
powerful Naxians had already done before them; while another 
party, treacherously seeking their own profit out of the public 
calamity, lay in wait for an opportunity of betraying the city to 
the Persians.2 Though a public resolution was taken to defend 

1 Herodot. vi, 99. 
• Herodot. vi, 100. Twv oe 'Eperptiwv 1/v &pa oMi:v vyt€, (3ovl.evµa, oZ 

µererriµrrovro µ'fv 'At111vaiov,, l¢poveov 08 ottpaaia, iOta,. ol µi:v yap avri:Jv 
l(3ovl.e'1ovro hl.trrelv riJv rrol.tv t, TU aKpa ri/, Ev(3oi11,, al.Aot oe avri:Jv 
i<lta Kepoea rrpoaaeKoµevot rrapa roii ITtpuew oiueattat rrpoo~ui11v foKeva(ovro. 

Allusion to this treason among the Eretrians is to be found in a saying 
of Themistokles (Plutarch, Themist. c. 11 ). 
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the city, yet so manifest was the absence of that stoutness of 
heart which could alone avail to save it., that a leading Eretrian 
named JEschines was not. ashamed to forewarn the four thousand 
Athenian allies of the coming treason, and urge them to save 
themselves before it was too late. They followed his advice and 
passed over to Attica by way of Oropus ; while the Persians dis
embarked their troops, and even their horses, in expectation that 
the Eretrians would come out and fight, at Tamyme and other 
places in the territory. As the Eretrians did not come out, they 
proceeded to lay siege to the city, and for some days met with a 
brave resistance, so that the loss on both sides was considerable. 
At length two of the leading citizens, Euphorbus and Philagrus, 
with others, betrayed Eretria to the besiegers; its temples were 
burnt, and its inhabitants dragged into slavery.I It is impossible 
to credit the exaggerated statement of Plato, which is applied by 
him to the Persians at Eretria, as it had been before applied by 
Herodotus to the Persians at Chios and Samos, - that they 
swept the territory clean of inhabitants by joining hands and 
forming a line across its whole breadth.2 Evidently, this is an 
idea illustrating the possible effects of numbers and ruinous 
conquest, which has been woven into the tissue of historical state
ments, like so many other illustrative ideas in the writings of 
Greek authors. That a large proportion of the inhabitants were 
carried away as prisoners, there can be no doubt. But the 
traitors who betrayed the town were spared and rewarded by the 

The story told by Heraklcit!Cs Ponticus (ap. Athenre. xii, p. 536), of an 
earlier Persian armament which had assailed Eretria and failed, cannot be 
at all understood ; it rather looks like a mythe to explain the origin of the 
great wealth possessed by the family of Kallius at Athens, - the AatCJ<o
rrA.ovror. There is another story, having the same explanatory object, in 
Plutarch, Aristeides, c. 5. 

l Hcrodot. vi, IOI, 102. 
9 Plato, Legg. iii, p. 698, and Menexen. c. IO, p. 240; Diogen. Laert. iii, 

33; Herodot. vi, 31 : compare Strabo, x, p. 446, who ascribes to Herod
otus the statement of Plato about the aay~vevru~ of Eretria. Plato says 
nothing about the betrayal of the city. 

It is to he remarked that, in the passage of the Treatise de Legihus, 
Plato mentions this story (about the Persians having swept the territory 
of Eretria clean of its inhabitants) with some doubt as to its truth, and as 
if it were a rumor intentionally circulated by Datis with a view to fri,,:hten 
the Athenians. But in the Menexenus, the story is given aa if it were an 
authentic historical fact. 
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Persians,1 and we see plainly that either some of the inhabitants 
mnst have been left or new settlers introduced, when we find the 
Eretrians reckoned ten years afterwards among the opponents of 
Xerxes. 

Datis had thus accompliohed with little or no resistance one of 
the two express objects commanded by Darius, and his army was 
elated with the confident hope of soon completing the other. 
After halting a few days at Eretria, and depositing in the neigh
boring islet of JEgilia the prisoners recently captured, he reem
barked his army to cross over to Attica, and landed in the 
memorable bay of l\Iarathon on the eastern coast, - the spot 
indicated by the despot Ilippias, who now landed along with the 
Persians, twenty years after his expulsion from the government. 
Forty-seven years had elapsed since he had made as a young 
man this same passage, from Eretria to :Marathon, in conjunction 
with his father Peisistratus, on the occasion of the second restora
tion of the latter. On that previous occasion, the force accom
panying the father had been immeasurably inferior to that which 
now seconded the son ; yet it had been found amply sufficient to 
carry him in triumph to Athens, with feeble opposition from 
citizens alike irresolute and disunited. And the march of Hip
pias from l\Iarathon to Athens would now have been equally 
easy, as it was doubtless conceived to be by himself, both in his 
waking hopes and in the dream which Herodotus mentions,-had 
not the Athenians whom he found been men radically different 
from those whom he had left. 

To that great renewal of the Athenian character, under the 
democratical institutions which had subsisted since the disposses
sion of Hippias, I have already pointed attention in a former 
chapter. The modifications introduced by Kleisthenes in the 
constitution had now existed eighteen or nineteen years, without 
any attempt to overthrow them by violence. .The Ten Tribes, 

1 Plutarch, De GaiTUlitate, c. 15, p. 510. The descendants of Gongylus 
the Eretrian, who passed over to the Persians on this occasion, are found 
nearly a century afterwards in possession of a town and district in Mysia, 
which the Persian king had bestowed- upon their ancestor. Herodotus 
does not mention Gongylus (Xenoph. Hellen. iii, I, 6). 

This surrender to the Persians drew upon the Eretrians bitter remarks 
at the time of the battle of Salamis (Plutarch, Themistokies, c. II). 
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each with its constituent demes, had become a part of the estab
lished habits of the country, and the citizens had become accus
tomed io exercise a genuine and self-determined decision in their 
assemblies, political as well as judicial; while even the senate of 
Areopagus, renovated by the nine annual archons successively 
chosen who passed into it after their year of office, had also be
come identified in feeling with the constitution of Kleisthenes. 
Individual citizens, doubtless, remained partisans in secret, and 
perhaps correspondents of Hippias ; but the mass of citizens, in 
every scale of life, could look upon his return with nothing but 
terror and aversion. "'With what degree of newly-acquired energy 
the democratical Athenians could act in defence of their country 
and institutions, has already been related in a former chapter; 
though unfortunately we possess few particulars of Athenian his
tory during the decade preceding 490 B.c., nor can we follow in 
detail the working of the government. The new form, however, 
which Athenian politics had assumed becomes partially manifest, 
when we observe the three leaders who stand prominent at this 
important epoch, -1\Iiltiades, Themistokles, and Aristeides. 

The first of the three had returned to Athens, three or four 
years before the approach of Datis, after six or seven years' ab
sence in the Chersonesus of Thrace, whither he had been origi
nally sent by Hippias about the year 517-516 B.c., to inherit the 
property as well as the supremacy of his uncle the rekist 1\Iiltia
des. As despot of the Chersonese, and as one of the subjects 
of Persia, he had been among the Ionians who ·accompanied 
Darius to the Danube in his Scythian expedition, and he had 
been the author of that memorable recommendation which Histi
ams and the other despots did not think it their interest to follow, 
- of destroying the bridge and leaving the Persian king to perish. 
Subsequently, he had been unable to remain permanently in the 
Chersonese, for reasons which have before been noticed; yet he 
seems to have occupied it during the period of the Ionic revolt.I 

1 The chapter of Herodotus (vi, 40) relating to the adventures of l\Iil
tiadcs is extremely perplexing, as I have already remarked in a former 
no~e: and '\Vesseling considers that it involves chronological difficulties 
which our present l\ISS. do not enable us to clear up. Neither Schweig
haiiser, nor the explanation cited in Bahr's note, is satisfactory. 
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What part he took in that revolt we do not know. But he 
availed himself of the period while the Persian satraps were 
employed in suppressing it, and deprived of the mastery of the 
sea, to expel, in conjunction with forces from Athens, both the 
Persian garrison and Pelasgic inhabitants from the islands of 
Lemnos and Imbros. The extinction of the Ionic revolt threat
ened him with ruin; so that when the Phenician fleet, in the 
summer following the capture of Miletus, made its conquering 
appearance in the Hellespont, he was forced to escape rapidly to 
Athens with his immediate frit::nds and property, and with a 
small squadron of five ships. One of these ships, commanded 
by his son Metiochus, was actually captured between the Cherso
nese and Imbros ; and the Phenicians were most eager to cap
ture himself,1 - inasmuch as he was personally odious to Darius 
from his strenuous recommendation to destroy the bridge over the 
Danube. On arriving at Athens, after his escape from the Phe
nician fleet, he was brought to trial before the judicial popular 
assembly for aIIeged misgovernment in the Chersonese, or for · 
what Herodotus calls "his despotism" there exercised.2 Nor is 
it improbable, that the Athenian citizens settled in that peninsula 
may have had good reason to complain of him, - the more so as 
he had carried out with him the maxims of government preva
lent at Athens under the Peisistratids, and had in his pay a body 
of Thracian mercenaries. However, the people at Athens honor
ably acquitted liim, probably in part from the reputation which 
he had obtained as conqueror of Lemnos ;3 and he was one of the 
ten annuaily-elected generals of the republic, during the year of 
this Persian expedition, - chosen at the beginning of the Attic 
year, shortly after the summer solstice, at a time when Datis 
and Hippias had actually sailed, and were known to be approach
ing. 

The character of :Miltiades is one of great bravery and decision, 
- qualities preeminently useful to his country on the present 
crisis, and the more useful as he was under the strongest motive 

1 Herodot. vi, 43-104. 'Herodot. vi, 39-104. 
3 Herodot. vi, 132. M1Anao7Jr, Ka? rrp6upov evooKtµhw -i.e. before the 

battle of Marathon. How mnch his reputation had been heightened by 
the conquest of Lemnos, see Herodot. vi, 136. 
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to put them forth, from the personal hostility of Darius towards 
him; but he does not peculiarly belong to the democracy of 
Kleisthenes, like his younger contemporaries Themistokles and 
Aristeides. The two latter are specimens of a class of men noew 
at Athens since the expulsion of Ilippias, and contrasting for
cibly with Peisistratus, Lykurgus, and JUegakles, the political 
leaders of the preceding generation. Themistokles and Aristei
des, different as they were in disposition, agree in being politi
cians of the democratical stamp, exercising ascendency by and 
through the people, - devoting their time to the discharge of 
public duties, and to the frequent discussions in tlie political and 
judicial meetings of the people, - manifesting those combined 
powers of action, comprehension, and persuasive speech, which 
gradually accustomed the citizens to look to them as advisers as 
well as leaders,- but always subject to criticism and accusation 
from unfriendly rivals, and exercising such rivalry towards each 
other with an asperity constantly increasing. Instead of Attica, 
disunited and torn into armed factions, as it had been forty years 
before, - the Diakrii under one man, and the Parali and Pedieis 
under others,- we have now Attica one and indivisible ; regi
mented. into a body of orderly hearers in the Pnyx, appointing 
and holding to accountability the magistrates, and open to be ad
dressed by Themistokles, Aristeides, or any other citizen who 
can engage their attention. 

Neither Themistokies nor Aristeides could boast of a lineage 
of gods and heroes, like the JEakid :Miltiades : 1 both were of 
middling station and circumstances. Aristeides, son of Lysim
achus, was on both sides of pure Athenian blood. But the wife 
of N eokles, father of Themistokles, was a foreign woman of 
Thrace or of Karia: and such an alliance is the less surprising, 
since Themistokles must have been born during the dynasty of 
the Peisistratids, when the status of an Athenian citizen had not 
yet acquired its political value. There was a marked contrast 
between these two eminent men, - those points which stood most 
conspicuous in the one, being comparatively deficient in the other. 
In the description of Themistokles, which we have the advan
tage of finding briefly sketched by Thucydides, the circumstance 

1 Herodot. vi, 35. 
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most emphatically brought out is, his immense force of sponta
neous invention and apprehension, without any previous aid 
either from teaching or gradual practice. The might of unas
sisted nature l was never so strikingly exhibited as in him: he 
conceived the complications of a present embarrassment, and 
divined the chances of a mysterious future, with equal sagacity 
and equal quicknes;; : the right expedient seemed to flash upon 
his mind extempore, even in the most perplexing conting~nces, 
without the least necessity for premeditation. Nor was he less 
distinguished for daring and resource in action. ·when engaged 
on any joint affairs, his superior competence marked him out as 
the leader for others to follow, and no business, however foreign 
to his experience, ever took him by surprise, or came wholly 
amiss to him. Such is the remarkable picture which Thucyd
ides draws of a countryman whose death nearly coincided in 
time with his own birth : the untutored readiness and univer
sality of Themistokles probably formed in his mind a contrast to 
the more elaborate discipline, and careful preliminary study, 
with which the statesmen of his own day- and Perikles es
pecially, the greatest of them - approached the consideration 
and discussion of public affairs. Themistokles had received no 
teaching from philosophers, sophists, and rhetors, who were the 
instructors of' well-born youth in the days of Thucydides, and 
whom Aristophanes, the contemporary of the latter, so unmerci
fully derides, - treating such instruction as worse than nothing, 
and extolling, in comparison with it, the unlettered courage, with 
mere gymnastic accomplishments, of the victors at J\Iarathon.2 

1 Thucyd. i, 138. 11v yap o 0eµt<1roK°Aijr; {3e/3atorara cli} 0v<1e.,, l<lxvv 
01/MJ<la{; Kat oiarpepOVT(,){; Tl tr; avTiJ µuAAOV fr§p.,v a;wr; ffavµa<lat • O [ K El'!
yap <1VVE<1fl Kat OVTe rrpoµaffi.Jv i:r; avTi}v ovclev ovT' trrtµa
{} wv, .,;;,,, Te rrapaxpiiµo. <lt' t"Aaxfon1r: ,Bov"Aijr; Kpan<lror; yvC,µ.,v, Kat TCiv 
µe°AAOVT(,)V trrl 1rAEt<1TOV TOV yevTj<10µivov apt<1TO{; elKa<1T~!:- Kat aµi:v µe-ra 
;(Etpar; E;(Ot, Kat efoy~<1a<1fJat olor; Te" OJV OE U'TrEtpor; eLTj, Kptvat [KaVQ{; OV" 
U7r~A.A.a"ro. To TE aµetvov ~ xeipov lv TijJ urpavel frt 7rpoewpa µa°At<1Ta. Kat 
To ~vµrrav elrreZv, tf>v<1e.,r: µev t5vvaµet µe"AiTnr: t5£ f3paxvrTJTt1 

KpaTL<1Tor; cli} ovTor; av-ro<lxeclta~etv Ta clfovra tytvero. 
2 See the contrast of the old and new education, as set forth in Aris

tophanes, Nubes, 957-1003; also Harne, 1067. 
About the training of Themistok!es, compared with that of the contem

poraries of Perik.les, see also Plutarch, Themistokl. c. 2. 
VOL. IV. 15 22oc. 

http:rrpo�affi.Jv
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There is no evidence in the mind of Thucydides of any such 
undue contempt towards his own age. Though the same terms 
of contrast are tacitly present to his mind, he seems to treat the 
great capacity of Themistokles as the more a matter of wonder, 
since it sprung up without that preliminary cultivation which 
had gone to the making of Perikles. 

The general character given of Plutarch,I though many of his 
anecdotes are both trifling and apocryphal, is quite consistent 
with the brief sketch just cited from Thucydides. Themistokles 
had an unbounded passion, -not merely for glory, insomuch 
that the laurels of :Miltiades acquired at l\farathon deprived him 
of rest, - but also for display of every kind. He was eager to 
vie with men richer than himself in showy exhibition, - one 
great source, though not the only source, of popularity at Athens, 
- nor was he at all scrupulous in procuring the means of doing 
'so. Besides being assiduous in attendance at the ekklesia and the 
dikastery, he knew most of the citizens by name, and was always 
ready with advice to them in their private affairs. Moreover, 
he possessed all the tactics of an expert party-man in conciliat
ing political friends and in defeating political enemies ; and 
though he was in the early part of his life sincerely bent upon 
the upholding and aggrandizement of his country, and was on 
some most critical occasions of unspeakable value to it, -yet on 
the whole his morality was as reckless as his intelligence was 
eminent. He will be found grossly corrupt in the exercise of 
power, and employing tortuoui! means, sometimes indeed for 
ends in themselves honorable and, patriotic, but sometimes also 
merely for enriching himself. He ended a glorious life by years 
of deep disgrace, with the forfeiture of all Hellenic esteem and 
brotherhood, - a rich man, an exile, a traitor, and a pensioner of 
the Great King, pledged to undo his own pr.evious work of liber
ation accomplished at the victory of Salamis. 

Of Aristeides we possess unfortunately no description from 
the hand of Thucydides ; yet his character is so simple and con
sistent, that we may safely accept the brief but unqualified en
comium of Herodotus and Plato, expanded as it is in the biog

1 Plutarch, ThemistokMs, c. 3, 4, 5; Cornelius Nepos, Themist. c. 1. 
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raphy of Plutarch and Cornelius Nepos,1 however little the details 
of the latter can be trusted. Aristeides was inferior to Themis
tokles in resource, quickness, flexibility, and power of coping 
with difficulties ; l:mt incomparably superior to him, as well as to 
other rivals and contemporaries, in integrity, public as well as 
private; inaccessible to pecuniary temptations, as well as to other 
seductive influences, and deserving as well as enjoying the high
est measure of personal confidence. He is described as the pe
culiar friend of Kleisthenes, the first founder of the democracy,2 
- as pursuing a straight and single-handed course in political 
life, with no solicitude for party ties, and with little care either to 
conciliate friends or to offend enemies, - as unflinching in the 
exposure of coITupt practices, by whomsoever committed or up
held, - as earning for himself the lofty surname of the Just, not 
less by his judicial decisions in the capacity of arch on, than by his 
equity in private arbitrations, and even his candor in political 
dispute, - and as manifesting throughout a long public life, full 
of tempting opportunities, an uprightness without flaw and be
yond all suspicion, recognized equally by his bitter contemporary 
the poet Timokreon,'.! and by the allies of Athens, upon whom he 
first assessed the tribute. Few of the leading men in any part 
of Greece were without some taint on their reputation, deserved 
or undeserved, in regard to pecuniary probity; but whoever be
came notoriously recognized as possessing this vital quality, ac
quired by means of it a firmer hold on the public esteem than 
even emi.ient talents could confer. Thucydides ranks conspicuous 
probity among the first of the many ascendent qualities possessed 
by Perikles ; 4 and Nikias, equal to him in this respect, though 
immeasurably inferior in every other, owed to it a still larger 
proportion of that exaggerated confidence which the Athenian 
people continued so long to repose in him. The abilities of Aris
teides, though apparently adequate to every occasion on which 
he was engaged, and only inferior when we compare him with so 

1 Herodot. viii, 79; Plato, Gorgias, c. 172. Ufll<fTOV avopa tv 'AfJ~vriu' 
Kat OtKat6rarov. 

2 Plutarch (Aristcides, c. 1-4; Thernistokles, c. 3; An Seni sit gerenda 
respublica, c. 12, p. 790; Prrecepta Rcip. Gerend. c. ii, p. 805 ). 

3 Tirnokreon ap. Plutarch. Thernistokles, c. 21. 
' Thucyd. ii, 65. 



840 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

remarkable a man as Themistok!es, were put in the shade by this 
incorruptible probity, which procured for him, however, along 
with the general esteem, no inconsiderable amount of private 
enmity from jobbers whom he exposed, and even some jealousy 
from persons who heard it proclaimed with offensive ostentation. 

"\Ve are told that a rustic and unlettered citizen gave his ostra
cizing vote, and expressed his dislike against Aristeides,1 on the 
simple ground that he was tired of hearing him always called the 
Just. Now the purity of the most honorable man will not bear 
to be so boastfully talked of as if he were the only honorable 
man in the country: the less it is obtruded, the more deeply and 
cordially will it be felt: and the story just alluded to, whether 
true or false, illustrates that natural reaction of feeling, produced 
by absurd encomiasts, or perhaps by insidious enemies under the 
mask of encomiasts, who trumpeted forth Aristeides as The Just 
man at Attica, so as to wound the legitimate ·dignity of every 
one else. Neither indiscreet friends nor artful enemies, however, 
could rob him of the lasting esteem of his countrymen ; which 
he enjoyed, with intervals of their displeasure, to the end of his 
life. Though he was ostracized during a part of the period be
tween the battle of l\Iarathon and Salamis, - at a time when the 
rivalry between him and Themistokles was so violent that both 
could not remain at Athens without peril, - yet the dangers of 
Athens during the invasion of Xerxes brought him back before 
the ten years of exile were expired. His fortune, Qriginally 
very moderate, was still farther diminished during the course of 
his life, so that he died very poor, and the state was obliged to 
lend aid to his children. 

Such were the characters of Themistokl8s and Aristeidcs, the 
two earliest leaders thrown up by the Athenian democracy. 
Half a century before, Themistokl8s would have been an active 
partisan in the faction of the Parali or tlie Pedieis, while Aris
teides would probably have remained an. unnoticed citizen. At 
the present period of Athenian history, the characters of the 
soldier, the magistrate, and the orator, were intimately blended 
together in a citizen who stood forward for eminence, though 
they tended more and more to divide themselves during the en

1 Plutarch, Aristeides, c. 7. 
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suing century and a half. Aristeides and l\Iiltiades were both 
elected among the ten generals, each for his respective tribe, in 
the year of the expedition of Datis across the .lEgean, and prob
ably even after that expedition was known to be on its voyage. 
l\Ioreover, we are led to suspect from a passage in Plutarch, 
that Themistokles also was general of his tribe on the same oc
easion,1 though this is doubtful ; but it is certain that he fought 
at l\Iarathon. The ten generals had jointly the command of the 
army, each of them taking his turn to exercise it for a day: in 
addition to the ten, moreover, the third archon, or polemarch, 
was considered as eleventh in the military council. The pole
march of this year was Kallimachus of Aphidnre.2 Such were 
the chiefs of the military force, and to a great degree the admin
istrators of foreign affairs, at the time when the four thousand 
Athenian kleruchs, or settlers planted in Eubcea, - escaping 
from Eretria, now invested by the Persians, - brought word to 
their countrymen at home that the fall of that city was impend
ing. It was obvious that the Persian host would proceed from 
Eretria forthwith against Athens, and a few days afterwards Hip
pias disembarked them at l\Iarathon, whither the Athenian army 
marched to meet them. 

Of the feeling which now prevailed at Athens we have no de
tails, but doubtless the alarm was hardly inferior to that which 
had been felt at Eretria: dissenting opinions were heard as to the 
proper steps to be taken, nor were suspicions of treason wanting. 
Pheidippides the courier was sent to Sparta immediately to solicit 
assistance; and such was his prodigious activity, that he per
formed this journey of one hundred and fifty miles, on foot, in 
forty-eight hours.3 He revealed to the ephors that Eretria was 
already enslaved, and entreated their assistance to avert the 
same fate from Athens, the most ancient city in Greece. The 
Spartan authorities readily promised their aid, but unfortu
nately it was now the ninth day of the moon: ancient law or cus
t-Om forbade them to march, in this month at least, during the 

1 Plutarch, Aristei<les, c. 5. 1 Herodot. vi, 109, 110. 
2 .Mr. Kinneir remarks that the Persian Cassids, or i"oot-messengers, will 

travel for several days successively at the rate of sixty or seventy miles a. 
day (Geographical Memoir of Persia, p. 44). 
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last quarter before the full moon ; but after the full they engaged 
to march without delay. Five days' delay at this critical mo
ment might prove the utter ruin of the endangered city; yet the 
reason assigned seems to have been no pretence on the part of 
the Spartans. It was mere blind tenacity of ancient habit, 
which we shall find to abate, though never to disappear, as we 
advance in their history.I Indeed, their delay in marching to 
rescue Attica from Mardonius, eleven years afterwards, at the 
imminent hazard of alienating Athens and ruining the Hellenic 
cause, marks the same selfish dulness. llut the reason now given 
certainly looked very like a pretence, so that the Athenians could 
indulge no certain assurance that the Spartan troops would start 
even when the full moon arrived. 

In this respect the answer brought by Pheidippides was mis
chievous, as it tended to increase that uncertainty and indecision 
which already prevailed among the ten generals, as to the proper 
steps for meeting the invaders. Partly, perhaps, in reliance on 
this expected Spartan help, five out of the ten generals were 
decidedly averse to an immediate engagement with the Persians; 
while Miltiades with the remaining four strenuously urged that 
not a moment should be lost in bringing the enemy to action, 
without leaving time to the timid and the treacherous to establish 
correspondence with Hippias, and to take some active step for 
paralyzing all united action on the part of the citizens. This 
most momentous debate, upon which the fate of Athens hung, 
is represented by Herodotus to have occurred at l\Iarathon, after 
the army had marched out and taken post there within sight of 
the Persians; while Cornelius Nepos describes it as having been 
raised before the army quitted the city, - upon the question, 
whether it was prudent to meet the enemy at all in the field, or 
to confine the defence to the city and the sacred rock. Inaccu
rate as this latter author generally is, his statement seems more 
probable here than that of Herodotus. For the ten generals 
would scarcely march out of Athens to l\farathon without having 
previously resolved to fight: moreover, the question between 
fighting in the field or resisting behind the walls, which had al
ready been raised at Eretria, seems the natural point on which 

1 Herodot. ix, 7-10. 
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the five mistrustful generals would take their stand. And prob
ably indeed 1\Iiltiades himself, if debarred from immediate ac
tion, would have preferred to hold possession of Athens, and 
prevent any treacherous movement from breaking out there, 
rather than to remain inactive on the hills, watching the Persians 
at 1\Iarathon, with the chance of a detachment from their numer
ous fleet sailing round to Phalerum, and thus distracting, by a 
double attack, both the city and the camp. 

However this may be, the equal division of opinion among the 
ten generals, whether manifested at :Marathon or at Athens, is 
certain, - so that l\filtiades had to await the casting-vote of the 
polemarch Kallimachus. To him he represented emphatically 
the danger of delay, and the chance of some traitorous intrigue 
occurring to excite disunion and aggravate the alarms of the citi
zens. Nothing could prevent such treason from breaking out, 
with all its terrific consequences of enslavement to the Persians 
and to IIippias, except a bold, decisive, and immediate attack, 
the success of which he (Miltiades) was prepared to guarantee. 
Fortunately for Athens, the polemarch embraced the opinion of 
l\Iiltiades, and the seditious movements which were preparing 
did not show themselves until after the battle had been gained. 
Aristeides and Themistokles are both recorded to have seconded 
Miltiades warmly in this proposal, - while all the other generals 
agreed in surrendering to l\Iiltiades their days of command, so 
as to make him, as much as they could, the sole leader of the 
army. It is said that the latter awaited the clay of his own reg
ular turn before he fought the battle.I Yet considering the 
eagerness which he displayed to bring on an immediate and de
cisive action, we cannot suppose that he would ha,·e admitted 
any serious postponement upon such a punctilio. 

'Vhile the army were mustered on the ground sacred to IIera
kies near l\Iarathon, with the Persians and their fleet occupying 
the plain and shore beneath, and in preparation for immediate 
action, they were joined by the whole force of the little town of 
Platrea, consisting of about one thousand hoplites, who had 
marched directly from their own city to the spot, along the south
ern range of Kithreron and passing through Dekeleia. We are 

1 Herodot. vi, llO. 
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not told that they had been invited, and very probably the 
.Athenians had never thought of summoning aid from this unim
portant neighbor, in whose behalf they had taken upon them
selves a lasting feud with Thebes and the Breotian league.I 
Their coming on this important occasion seems to have been a 
spontaneous effort of gratitude, which ought not to be the less 
commended because their interests were really wrapped up in 
those of .Athens, - since if the latter had been conquered, noth
ing could have saved Platrea from being subdued by the Thebans, 
-yet many a Grecian town would have disregarded both gener
ous impulse and rational calculation, in the fear of provoking a 
new and terrific enemy. If we summon up to our imaginations 
all the circumstances of the case, - which it requires some effort 
to do, because our authorities come from the subsequent genera
tions, after Greece had ceased to fear the Persians, - we shall 
be sensible that this volunteer march of the whole Platrean force 
to Marathon is one of the most affecting incidents of all Grecian 
history. Upon Athens generally it produced an indelible im
pression, commemorated ever afterwards in the public prayers 
of the Athenian herald,2 and repaid by a grant to the Platreans 
of the full civil rights - seemingly without the political rights 
of .Athenian citizens. Upon the Athenians then marshalled at 
Marathon its effect must have been unspeakably powerful and 
encouraging, as a proof that they were not altogether isolated 
from Greece, and as an unexpected countervailing stimulus under 
circumstances so full of hazard. 

Of the two opposing armies at Marathon, we are told that the 
Athenians were ten thousand hoplites, either including or besides 
the one thousand who came from Platrea.3 Nor is this state

1 Herodot. vi, 108-II2. 
1 Thucyd. iii, 55. 
3 Justin states ten thousand Athenians, besides one thousand Platreans. 

Cornelius Ncpos, Pausanias, and Plutarch give ten thousand as the sum 
total of both. Justin, ii, 9; Corn. Nep. l\filtiad. c. 4; Pausan. iv, 25, 5; x, 
20, 2: compare also Suidas, v, 'l iririar. 

Heeren (De Fontibus Trogi Pompeii, Dissertat. ii, 7) affirms that Trogns, 
or Justin, follows Herodotus in matters concerning the Persian invasions of 
Greece. Ho cannot have compared the two very attentively; for Justin 
not only states several matters which are not to be found in Herodotus, but 
is at variance with the latter on some particulars not unimportant. 
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ment in itself improbable, though it does not come from Herodo
tus, who is our only really valuable authority on the case, and 
who mentions no numerical total. Indeed, the number named 
seems smaller than we should have expected, considering that no 
less than four thousand kleruchs, or out-settled cit.izens, had just 
come over from Eubrea. A sufficient force of citizens must of 
course have been left behind to defend the city. The numbers 
of the Persians we cannot be said to know at all, nor is there 
anything certain except that they were greatly superior to the 
Greeks. "\Ve hear from Herodotus that their armament origi
nally consisted of six hundred ships of war, but we are not told 
how many separate transports there were; and, moreover, rein
forcements had been procured as they came across the 1Egean 
from the islands successively conquered. The aggregate crews on 
board of all their ships must have been between one hundred and 
fifty thousand and two hundred thousand men ; but what propor
tion of these were fighting men, or how many actually did fight 
at l\1arathon, we have no means of determining.I There were a 

1 Justin (ii, 9) says that the total of the Persian army was six hundred 
thousand, and that two hundred thousand perished. Plato (Menexen. p. 
240) and Lysias (Orat. Funebr. c. 7) speak of the Persian total as five 
hundred thousand men. Valerius Maximus (v, 3), Pausanias (iv, 25), and 
Plutarch (Parallel. Grrec. ad init.), give three hundred thousand men. 
Cornelius Nepos (Miltiades, c. 5) gives the more moderate total of one 
hundred and ten thousand men. 

See the observations on the battle of Marathon, made both by Colonel 
Leake and by Mr. Finlay, who have examined and described the locality; 
Leake, on the Demi of Attica, in Transactions of the Royal Society of 
Literature, vol. ii, p. 160, seq.; and Finlay, on the Battle of Marathon, in 
the same Transactions, vol. iii, pp. 360-380, etc. 

Both have given remarks on the probable numbers of the armies assem
bled; but there are really no materials, even for a probable gues!t, in respect 
to the Persians. The silence of Herodotus (whom we shall find hereafter 
very circumstantial as to the numbers of the army under Xerxes) seems to 
show that he had no information which he could trust. His account of the 
battle of Marathon presents him in honorable contrast with the loose and 
boastful asscrtors who followed him ; for though he does not tell us mnch, 
and falls lamentably short of what we should like to know, yet all that he 
does say is reasonable and probable as to the proceedings of both armies; 
and the little which he states becomes more trustworthy on that very ac
count, - because it is so little, -showing that he keeps strictly within his 
authorities. 
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certain proportion of cavalry, and some transports expressly pre
pared for the conveyance of hor~es : moreover, Herodotus t.ells 
us that Hippias selected the plam of l\Iarathon for a landmg
place, because it was the most convenient spot in Attica for cav
alry movements,- though it is singular, that in the battle the 
cavalry are not mentioned. 

Marathon, situated near to a bay on the eastern coast of At
tica, and in a direction E.N.E. from Athens, is divided by the 
lligh ridge of ]\fount Pentelikus from the city, with which it 
communicated by two roads, one to the north, another to the 
south of that mountain. Of these two roads, the northern, at 
once the shortest and the most difficult, is twenty-two miles in 
length: the southern - longer but more easy, and the only one 
practicable for chariots - is twenty-six miles in length, or about 
six and a half hours of computed march. It passed between 
mounts Pentelikus and Hymettus, through the ancient demes of 
Gargettus and Pallene, and was the road by which Peisistratus 
and Hippias, when they landed at J\Iarathon forty-seven years 
before, had marched to Athens. The bay of J\Iarathon, sheltered 
by a projecting cape from the northward, affords both deep water 
and a shore convenient for landing; while "its plain (says a 
careful modern observer') extends in a perfect level along this 

There is nothing in the account of Herodotus to make us believe that he 
had ever visited the ground of Marathon. 

1 See Mr. Finlay on the Battle of Marathon, Transactions, etc., vol. iii, 
pp. 364, 368, 383, ut supra: compare Hobhouse, Journey in Albania, i, 
p.432. 

Colonel Leake thinks that the ancient town of Marathon was not on the 
exact site of the modern Marathon, but at a place called Vrana, a little to 
the south of Marathon (Leake, on the Demi of Atticn, in the Transactions 
of the Royal Society of Literature, 1829, vol. ii, p. 166). 

"Below these two points," he observes, "(the tumuli of Vrana and the 
hill of Kotroni,) the plain of Marathon expands to the shore of the bay, 
which is near two miles distant from the opening of the valley of Vrana. 
It is moderately well cultivated with corn, and is one of the most fertile 
spots in Attica, though rather inconveniently suhject to inundations from 
the two torrents which cross it, particularly that of Marathona. From 
Lucian (in Icaro.Menippo) it appears that the parts about <Enoe were 
noted for their fertility, and an Egyptian poet of the fifth century has cele· 
b~ted the vines and olives of Marathon. It is natural to suppose that the 
vmeyards occupied the rising grounds; and it is probable that the olive
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fine bay, and is in length about six miles, in breadth never less 
than about one mile and a half. Two marshes bound the extrem
ities of the plain: the southern is not very large, and is almost 
dry at the conclusion of the great heats; but the northern, which 
generally covers considerably more than a square mile, offers 
several parts which are at all seasons impassable. Both, however, 
leave a broad, firm, sandy beach between them and the sea. The 
uninterrupted flatness of the plain is hardly relieved by a single 
tree; and an amphitheatre of rocky hills and rugged mountains 
separates it from the rest of Attica, over the lower ridges of 
which some steep and difficult paths communicate with the dis
tricts of the interior." 

The position occupied by 1\Iiltiades before the battle, identified 
as it was to all subsequent Athenians by the sacred grove of 
Herakles near Marathon, was probably on some portion of the 
high ground above this plain, and Cornelius Nepos tells us that 
he protected it from the attacks of the Persian cavalry by felled 
trees obstructing the approach. The Persians occupied a position 
on the plain ; while their fleet was ranged along the beach, and 
Hippias himself marshalled them for the battle.I The native 
Persians and Sakm, the best troops in the whole army, were 
placed in the centre, which they considered as the post of honor,2 

trees were chiefly situated in the two valleys, where some are still growing: 
for as to the plain itself, the circumstances of the battle incline one to be
lieve that it was anciently as destitute of trees as it is at the present day." 
(Leake, on the Demi of Attica, Trans. of Roy. Soc. of Literature, vol. ii, 
p. 162.) 

Colonel Leake farther says, respecting the fitness of the Marathonian 
ground for cavalry movements : "As I rode across the plain of Marathon 
with a peasant of Vrana, he remarked to me that it was a fine place for 
cavalry to fight in. None of the modem Marathonii were above the rank 
of laborers : they have heard that a great battle was once fought there, but 
~hat is all they know." (Leake, ut sup. ii, p. 175.) 

1 Herodot. vi, 107. 
2 Plutarch, Symposiac. i, 3, p. 619; Xenophon, Anabas. i, 8, 21; Arrian, 

u, 8, 18; iii, ll, 16. . 
We may compare, with this established battle-array of the Persian ar

mies, that of the Turkish armies, adopted and constantly followed ever 
since the victorious battle of Ikonium, in 1386, gained by Amurath the 
First over the Karamanians. The Enropean troops, or those of Rum, 
occupy the left wing: the Asiatic troops, or those of Anatoli, the right 
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and which was occupied by the Persian king himself, when pres
ent at a battle. The right wing was so regarded by the Greeks, 
and the polemarch Kallimachus had the command of it; the 
hoplites being arranged in the order of their respective tribes 
from right to left, and at the extreme left stood the Platreans. It 
was necessary for l\Iiltiades to present a front equal, or nearly 
equal, to that of the more numerous Persian host, in order to 
guard 11imself from being taken in flank: and with this view he 
drew up the central tribes, including the Leontis and Antiocl1is, 
in shallow files, and occupying a large breadth of ground; while 
each of the wings was in stronger and deeper order, so as to 
make his attack efficient on both sides. His whole army con
sisted of hoplites, with some slaves as· unarmed or light-armed 
attendants, but without either bowmen or cavalry. Nor could 
the Persians have been very strong in this latter force, seeing 
that their horses had to be transported across the JEgean. But 
the elevated position of l\Iiltiades enabled them to take some 
measure of the numbers under his command, and the entire ab
sence of cavalry among their enemies could not but confirm the 
confidence with which a long career of uninterrupted victory had 
impressed their generals. 

At length the sacrifices in the Greek camp were favorable for 
battle, and l\Iiltiades, who had everything to gain by coming im
mediately to close quarters, ordered his army to advance at a 
running step over the interval of one mile which separated the 
two armies. This rapid forward movement, accompanied by the 
war-cry, or prean, which always animated the charge of the Greek 
soldier, astounded the Persian army; who construed it as an 
act of desperate courage, little short of insanity, in a body not 
only small but destitute of cavalry or archers, - but who, at the 
same time, felt their conscious superiority sink within them. It 

wing: the Janissaries are in the centre. The Sultan, or the Grand Vizir, 
surrounded by the national cavalry, or Spahis, is in the central point of 
all (Von Hammer, Geschichte des Osmannischen Reichs, book v, vol. i, 
p. 199). 

About the honor of occupying the right wing in a Grecian army, see in 
particular the animated dispute between the Athenians and the Tegeates 
before the battle of l'latrea ( Uerodot. ix, 27) : it is the post assigned to the 
heroic kings of legendary warfare (Eurip. Supplices, 657 ). 
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seems to have been long remembered also among the Greeks as 
the peculiar characteristic of the battle of l\Iarathon, and Herod
otus tells us that the Athenians were the first Greeks who ever 
charged at a run.I It doubtless operated beneficially in render
ing the Persian cavalry and archers comparatively innocuous, 
but we may reasonably suppose that it also disordered the Athe
nian ranks, and that when they reached the Persian front, they 
were both out of breath and unsteady in that line of presented 
spears and shields which constituted their force. On the two 
wings, where the files were deep, this disorder produced no mis
chievous effect : the Persians, after a certain resistance, were 
overborne and driven back. But in the centre, where the files 
were shallow, and where, ·moreover, the native Persians and 
other choice troops of the army were posted, the breathless and 
disordered Athenian hoplites found themselves in far greater 
difficulties. The tribes Leontis and Antiochis, with Themistokles 
and Aristeides among them, were actually defeated, broken, 
driven back, and pursued by the Persians and Sakre.2 Miltiades 

1 Herodot. vi, 112. Ilpwrot µ'tv yilp 'EAAi/vGJv 1ravrnv rwv fiµei~ !clµev, 
opoµ<,J Ef 1rOAeµiovr txpfiuavro. 

The nmning pace of the charge was obviously one of the most remark
able events connected with the battle. Colonel Leake and Mr. Finlay 
seem disposed to reduce the run to a quick march ; partly on the ground 
that the troops must have been disordered and out of breath by running a 
mile. The probability is, that they really were so, and that such was the 
great reason of the defeat of the centre. It is very probable that a part of 
the mile run over consisted of declivity. I accept the account of Herod
otus literally, though whether the distance be exactly stated, we cannot 
certainly say: indeed the fact is, that it required some steadiness of disci
pline to prevent the step of hoplites, when charging, from becoming accel
erated into a run. See the narrative of the battle of Kunaxa in Xenoph. 
Anabas. i, 8, 18; Diodor. xiv, 23: compare Polyren. ii, 2, 3. The passage 
of Diodorus here referred to contrasts the advantages with the disadvan
tages of the running charge. · 

Both Colonel Leake and Mr. Finlay try to point out the exact ground 
occupied by the two armies: they differ in the spot chosen, and I cannot 
think that there is sufficient evidence to be had in favor of any spot. Leake 
thinks that the Persian commanders were encamped in the plain of Tri
corythos, separated from that of Marathon by the great marsh, and com
municating with it only by means of a causeway (Leake, Transact. ii, 
p. 170). 

s Herodot. vi, 113. Karil TOVTO µ'tv oi], EVtlCGJV ol {3ap{3apot, Kat Pfi~avrer;, 
MtGJKov t~ ri]v µeuoyatav. 
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seems to have foreseen the possibility of such a check, when he 
found himself compelled to diminish so materially the depth of 
bis centre: for bis wings, having routed the enemies opposed to 
them, were stayed from pursuit until the centre was extricated, 
and the Persians and Sakre put to flight along with the rest. 
The pursuit then became general, and the Persians were chased 
to their ships ranged in line along the shore: some of them be
came involved in the impassable marsh and thei·e perished.I The 
Athenians tried to.set the ships on fire, but the defence here was 
both vigorous and successful, - several of the forward warriors 
of Athens were slain, - and only seven ships out of the numerous 
fleet destroyed.2 This part of the battle terminated to the ad
vantage of the Persians. They repulsed the Athenians from the 
sea-shore, and secured a safe reembarkation; leaving few or no 
prisoners, but a rich spoil of tents and equipments which had 
been disembarked and could not be carried away. 

Herodotus estimates the number of those who fell on the Per
sian side in this memorable action at six thousand four hundred 
men: the number of Athenian dead is accurately known, since 
all were collected for the last solemn obsequies, - they were one 
hundred and ninety-two. How many were wounded, we do not 
hear. The brave Kallimachus the polemarch, and Stesilaus, one 
of the ten generals, were among the slain ; together with Kyne
geirus son of Euphorion, who, in laying hold on the poop-staff of 
one of the vessels, had his hand cut off by an axe,3 and died of 
the wound. Ile was brother of the poet .lEschylus, himself pres
ent at the fight; to whose imagination this battle at the ships 
must have emphatically recalled the fifteenth book of the Iliad. 

Herodotus here tells us the whole truth without disguise: Plutarch 
(Aristeides, c. 3) only says that the Persian centre made a longer resist
ance, and gave the tribes in the Grecian centre more trouble to overthrow. 

1 Pausan. i, 32, 6. . 2 Herodot. vi, 113-115. 
3 IIerodot. vi, 114. This is the statement of Herodotus respecting Kyne

geirus. How creditably does his character as an historian contrast with 
that of the subsequent romancers! Justin tells us that Kynegeirus first 
seized the vessel with his right hand: that was cut off, and he hel<l. the 
vessel with his left : when he had lost that also, he seized the ship with his 
teeth," like a wild beast,'' (Justin, ii, 9) -Justiu seems to have found this 
statement in many different authors : "Cynegiri militis virtus, multis 
scriptorum Jaudibus celebrata." 
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Both these Athenian generals are said to have perished in the 
assault of the ships, apparently the hottest part of the combat. 
The statement of the Persian loss as given by Herodotus appears 
moderate and reasonablc,1 but he does not specify any distin
guished individuals as having fallen. 

But the Persians, though thus defeated and compelled to aban
don the position of Marathon, were not yet disposed to relinquish 
altogether their chances against Attica. Their fleet was observed 
to take the direction of Cape Sunium, - a pqrtion being sent to 
take up the Eretrian prisoners and the stores which had been left 
in the island of 1Egilia. At the same time a shield, discernible 
from its polished surface afar off, was seen held aloft upon some 
high point of Attica,2 - perhaps on the summit of Mount Pen
telikus, as Colonel Leake supposes with much plausibility. The 
Athenians doubtless saw it as well as the Persians; and Mil
tiades did not fail to put the right interpretation upon it, taken in 
conjunction with the course of the departing fleet. The shield 
was a signal put up by partisans in the country, to invite the 
Persians round to Athens by sea, while the J\Iarathonian army 
was absent. Miltiades saw through the plot, and lost not a mo
ment in returning to Athens. On the very day of the battle, 
the Athenian army marched back witli the utmost speed from the 
precinct of Ilerakles at Marathon to the precinct of the same 
god at Kynosarges, close to Athens, which they reached before 
the arrival of the Persian fleet.3 Datis soon came off the port 

1 For the exaggerated stories of the numbers of Persians slain, see Xeno· 
phon, Anabas. iii, 2, 12; Plutarch, De Malign. Herodot. c. 26, p. 862; 
Justin, ii, 9; and Snidas, v, ITotKil,17. 

In the account of Ktesias, Datis was represented as having been killed 
in the battle, and it was farther said that the Athenians refused to give up 
his body for interment; which was one of the grounds whereupon Xerxes 
afterwards invaded Greece. It is evident that in the authorities which 
Ktesias followed, the alleged death of Datis at Marathon was rather em
phatically dwelt upon. See KtesiaR, Persica, c. 18-21, with the note of 
Bahr, who is inclined to defend the statement, against Herodotus . 

• Herodot. vi, 124. , AvcoixJJ17 µ'i:v yi;p {unr:tr, Kat TOVTO OVK CuTL ail.A<J!,' 
elTreiv. lyivtTO yap. or µevTOl 1}v 0 uvaot;a, OVK EX<J T~ npMwrtpw Elnelv 
TOVTiwv. 

8 Herodot. vi, 116. Ourot µ'f:v oii nepti'TrA.wov 1:oiiv1ov. 'A-&17vaiot oe, ;;,, 
'll"Odi:>v elxov, TUXlO'Ta l{3o~ffeov li; TO UO'TV. Ka2 lrp-&17uav TE u:rrtKoµF:Vot, 
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of Phalerum, but the partisans of Hippias had been dismayed 
by the rapid return of the l\Iarathonian army, and he did not 
therefore find those aids and facilities which he had· anticipated 
for a fresh disembarkation in the immediate neighborhood of 
Athens. Though too late, however, it seems that he was not 
much too late: the l\Iarathonian army had only just completed 
their forced return-march. A little less quickness on the part of 
l\Iiltiades in deciphering the treasonable signal and giving the in
stant order of march, - a little less energy on the part of the 
Athenian citizens in superadding a fatiguing march to a no less 
fatiguing combat, - and the Persians, with the partisans of IIip
pias, might have been found in possession of Athens. As the 
facts turned out, Datis, finding at Phalerum no friendly move
ment to encourage him, but, on the contrary, the unexpected pres
ence of the soldiers who had already vanquished him at Mara
thon, - made no attempt again to disembark in Attica, and sailed 
away, after a short delay, to the Cyclades. 

Thus was Athens rescued, for this time at least, from a danger 
not less terrible than imminent. Nothing could have rescued her 
except that decisive and instantaneous attack which l\Iiltiades so 
emphatically urged. The running step on the field of l\Iarathon 
might cause some disorder in the ranks of the hoplites ; but 
extreme haste in bringing on the combat was the only means of 
preventing disunion and distraction in the minds of the citizens. 
Imperfect as the account is which Herodotus gives of this most 
interesting crisis, we see plainly that the partisans of Hippias 
had actually organized a conspiracy, and that it only failed by 
coming a little too late. The bright shield uplifted on l\Iount 
Pentelikus, apprizing the Persians that matters were prepared 
for them at Athens, was intended to have come to their view 
before any action had taken place at l\Iarathon, and while the 
Athenian army were yet detained there ; so that Datis might 
have sent a portion of his fleet round to Phalerum, retaining the 

7rptv ii TOV!: (3apf3upovr /jKetv, Kai forpaTO'lrtOevcravro a:n:tyµivoi l!; 'HpaKA7JlOV 
roii lv Mapa~wvt lr ul..1..o 'HpaKA7Jtov ril lv Kvvocrupyei. 

Plutarch (Bellone an Pace clariorcs fnerint Athenienses, c. 8, p. 350) 
represents Miltiades as returning to Athens on the day after the battle : it 
must have been on the same afternoon, according to the account of Herod
otus. 
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rest for combat with the enemy before him. If it had once 
become known to the J\farathonian army that a Persian detach
ment had landed at Phalerum,t-where there was a good plain 
for cavalry to act in, prior to the building of the PhalGric wall, 
as had been seen in the defeat of the Spartan Anchimolius by 
the Thessalian cavalry, in 510 B.c., - that it had been joined by 
timid or treacherous Athenians, and had perhaps even got pos
session of the city, -their minds would have been so distracted 
by the double danger, and by fears for their absent wives and 
children, that they would have been disqualified for any unani
mous execution of military orders, and generals as well as 
soldiers would have become incurably divided in opinion, 
perhaps even mistrustful of each other. The citizen-soldier of 
Greece generally, and especially of Athens, possessed in a high 
degree both personal bravery and attachment to order and disci
pline; but his bravery was not of that equal, imperturbable, 
uninquiring character, which belonged to the battalions of "\Vel
lington or Napoleon, - it was fitful, exalted or depressed by 
casual occurrences, and often more sensitive to dangers absent 
and unseen, than to enemies immediately in his front. Hence 
the advantage, so unspeakable in the case before us, and so well 
appreciated by Miltiades, of having one undivided Athenian 
army, - with one hostile army, and only one, to meet in the 
field. "\Vhen we come to the battle of Salamis, ten years later, 
it will be seen that the Greeks of that day enjoyed the same 
advantage: though the wisest advisers of Xerxes impressed 
upon him the prudence of dividing his large force, and of send
ing detachments to assail separate Greek states-which would 
infallibly produce the effect of breaking up the combined Gre
cian host, and leaving no central or cooperating force for the 
defence of Greece generally. Fortunately for the Greeks, the 
childish insolence of Xerxes led him to despise all such advice, 
as implying conscious weakness. Not so Datis and Hippias. 
Sensible of the prudence of distracting the attention of the 
Athenians by a double attack, they laid a scheme, while the 
main army was at Marathon, for rallying the partisans of Hip
pias, with a force to assist them, in the neighborhood of Athens, 

1 Heroclot. v, 62, 63. 
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- and the signal was upheld by these partisans as soon as their 
measures were taken. Ilut the rapidity of l\filtiades so precipi
tated the battle, that this signal came too late, and was only 
given, "when the Persians were already in their ships," 1 after 
the l\forathonian defeat. Even then it might have proved 
dangerous, had not the movements of l\Iiltiades been as rapid 
after the victory as before it: but if time had been allowed for 
the Persian movement on Athens before the battle of l\Iarathon 
had been fought, the triumph of the Athenians might well have 
been exchanged for a calamitous servitude. To l\Iiltiades 
belongs the credit of having comprehended the emergency 
from the beginning, and overruled the irresolution of his col
leagues by his own single-hearted energy. The chances all 
turned out in his favor, - for the unexpected junction of the 
Platreans in the very encampment of l\Iarathon must have 
wrought up the courage of his army to the highest pitch: and 
not only did he thus escape all the depressing and distracting 
accidents, but he was fortunate enough to find this extraneous 
encouragement immediately preceding the battle, from a source 
on which he could not have calculated. 

I have already observed that the phase of Grecian history 
best known to us, amidst which the great authors from whom we 
draw our information lived, was one of contempt for the Per
sians in the field. And it requires some effort of imagination to 
call back previous feelings after the circumstances have been 
altogether reversed: perhap's even JEschylus the poet, at the 
time when he composed his tragedy of the Persre, to celebrate 
the disgraceful flight of the invader Xerxes, may have forgot
ten the emotions with which he and his brother Kynegeirus must 
have marched out from Athens fifteen years before, on the eve 
of the battle of l\farathon. It must therefore be again men
tioned that, down to the time when Datis landed in the bay of 
l\Iarathon, the tide of Persian success had never yet been inter
rupted, - and that especially during the ten years immediately 
preceding, the high-handed and cruel extinction of the Ionic 
revolt had aggravated to the highest pitch the alarm of the 

Herodot. vi, ll 5. Tolc1' Ilfpt:r1)CTt avacii;ai clCT1!'tOa, to ii 111 ;, J 1/ t v 
TfjlH v71vcrL 

l 
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Greeks. To this must be added the successes of Datis him
self~ and the calamities of Eretria, coming with all the freshness 
of novelty as an apparent sentence of death to Athens. The 
extreme effort of courage required in the Athenians, to encoun
ter such invaders, is attested by the division of opinion among 
the ten generals. Putting all the circumstances together, it is 
without a parallel in Grecian history, surpassing even the combat 
of Therrnopylre, as will appear when I come to describe that · 
memorable event. And the admirable conduct of the five dis
sentient generals, when outvoted by the decision of the pole
march against them, in cooperating heartily for the e:uccess of a 
policy which they deprecated, - proves how much the feelings 
of a constitutional democracy, and that entire acceptance of the 
pronounced decision of the majority on which it rests, had 
worked themselves into the Athenian mind. The combat of 
Marathon was by no means a very decisive defeat, but it was 
a defeat, -and the first which the Persians had ever received 
from Greeks in the field•. If the battle of Salamis, ten years 
afterwards, could be treated by Themistokies as a hair-breadth 
escape for Greece, much more is this true of the battle of J\fara
thon; 1 which first afforded reasonable proof, even to discerning 
and resolute Greeks, that the Persians might be effectually 
repelled, and the independence of European Greece maintained 
against them, - a conviction of incalculable value in reference 
to the formidable trials destined to follow. Upon the Athenians 
themselves, the first to face in the field successfully the terrific 
look of a Persian army, the effect of the victory was yet more 
stirring and profound.2 It supplied them with resolution for 

1 Herodot. viii, 108. f/µeZ~ Oe, evp7]µa yap evp~Kaµev f/µfor Tt Kat ri]v 
'EA.A.aoa, vtipor T0<10VTOV avfJponr(,)V UV(.,)<1Uµevot. 

• Pausauias, i, 14, 4; Thucyd. i, 73. ipaµev yap MapafJc:iv£ Tt µ6vo' 
1rpOKlVOVVtV<1al Ti;J {3ap{3ap'tJ, etc. 

Herodot. vi, 112. rrpi:JTOt Tt uvfoxovTO tufJ~Ta TE M17&t1<~v bpfovur, Kat 
uvopar TaVT7JV lufJ7]µivovr- Tfor di: ~v TOi<1l "EAA7J<1l l<at TO ovvoµa TO M~O(,)V 
ipof3or aKoiiuat. · 

It is not unworthy of remark, that the memorable oath in the oration of 
Demosthenes, de Corona., wherein he adjures the warriors of Marathon, 
copies the phrase of Thucydidcs,-ov µu Tovr tv MapafJc:ivt rrpo1<tvov
vevuavTar Tc:iv rrpoy6vwv, etc. (Demosthen. de Corona, c. 60.) 
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the far greater actual sacrifices which they cheerfully underwent 
ten years afterwards, at the invasion of Xerxes, without falter
ing in their Pan-Hellenic fidelity; and it strengthened them at 
home by swelling the tide of common sentiment and patriotic 
fraternity in the bosom of every individual citizen. It was the 
exploit of Athenians alone, but of all Athenians without dissent 
or exception, - the boast of orators, repeated until it almost 
degenerated into common-place, though the people seem never 
to have become weary of allusions to their single-handed victory 
over a host of forty-six: nations.I It had been purchased with
out a drop of intestine bloodshed, - for even the unknown 
traitors who raised the signal-shield on l\:fount Pentelikns, took 
care not to betray themselves by want of apparent sympathy 
with the triumph: lastly, it was the final guarantee of their 
democracy, barring all chance of restoration of IIippias for the 
future. Themistokles2 is said to have been robbed of his sleep 
by the trophies of :Miltiades, and this is cited in proof of l1is 
ambitious temperament; but without supposing either jealousy 
or personal lorn of glory, the rapid transit from extreme danger 
to unparalleled triumph might well deprive of rest even the 
most sober-minded Athenian. 

"'Who it was that raised the treacherous signal-shield to attract 
the Persians to Athens was never ascertained : very probably, 
in the full exultation of success, no investigation was made. Of 
course, however, the public belief would not be satisfied without 
singling out some persons as the authors of such a treason; and 
the information received by Herodotus (probably about 450-440 
B.c., forty or fifty years after the 1\Iarathonian victory) ascribed 
the deed to the Alkmreonids; nor does he notice any other re
ported authors, though he rejects the allegation against them 
upon very sufficient grounds. They were a race religiously 

1 So the computation stands in the language of Athenian orators 
(Hcrodot. ix, 27.) It would be unfair to examine it critically. 

2 Plutarch, Themistokles, c. 3. According to Cicero (Epist. ad Attic. ix, 
IO) and Justin (ii, 9) Hippias was killed at Marathon. Suidas (v, '17!'7l'tad 
says that he died afterwards at Lemnos. Neither of these statements 
seems probable. Hippias would hardly go to Lemnos, which was an 
Athenian possession; and had he been slain in the battle, Herodotns 
would have been likely to mention it. 
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tainted, ever since the Kylonian sacrilege, and were therefore 
convenient persons to brand with the odium of an anonymous 
crime; while party feud, if it did not originally invent, would at 
least be active in spreading and certifying such rumors. At the 
time when Herodotus knew Athens, the political enmity between 
Perikles son of Xanthippus, and Kirnon son of Miltiades, was 
at its height: Perikles belonged by his mother's side to the Alk
m::eonid race, and we know that such lineage was made subser
vient to political manceuvres against him by his enemies.I l\Iore
over, the enmity between Kirnon and Perikles had been inherited 
by both from their fathers; for we shall find Xanthippus, not 
long after the battle of l\Iarathon, the prominent accuser of Mil
tiades. Though Xanthippus was not an Alkm::eonid, his mar
riage with Agariste connected himself indirectly, and his son 
Perikles directly, with that race. And we may trace in this 
standing political feud a probable origin for the false reports as 
to the treason of the Alkm::eonids, on that great occasion which 
founded the glory of l\Iiltiades ; for that the reports were false, 
the intrinsic probabilities of the case, supported by the judgment 
of Herodotus, afford ample ground for believing. 

·when the Athenian army made its sudden return-march from 
l\Iarathon to Athens, Aristeides with his tribe was left to guard 
the field and the spoil ; but the speedy retirement of Datis from 
Attica left the Athenians at full liberty to revisit the scene and 
discharge the last duties to the dead. A tumulus was erected 
on the spot2 - such distinction was never conferred by Athens ex
cept in this case only- to the one hundred and ninety-two Athe
nian citizens who had been slain. Their names were inscribed 
on ten pillars erected at the spot, one for each tribe : there was 
also a second tumulus for the slain Plat::eans, a third for the 
slaves, and a separate funeral monument to l\Iiltiades himself. 
Six hundred years after the battle, Pausanias saw the tumulus, 

·and could still read on the pillars the names of the immortalized 
warriors ;3 and even now a conspicuous tumulus exists about 
half a mile from the sea·shore, which Colonel Leake believes to 

1 Thucyd. i, 126. 2 Thucyd. ii, 34. 
3 Pausan. i, 32, 3. Compare the elegy of Kritirui ap . .Athenre. i, p. 28. 
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be the same.I The inhabitants of the deme of l\Iaratbon wor
shipped these slain warriors as heroes, along with their own 
eponymus, and with Herakl~s. 

So splendid a victory had not been achieved, in the belief of 
the Athenians, without marked supernatural aid. The god Pan 
had met the courier Pheidippides on bis hasty route from Athens 
to Sparta, and had told him that he was much hurt that the Atl1e
nians had as yet neglected to worship him ;2 in spite of which 
neglect, however, he promised them effective aid at JUarathon. 
The promise was faithfully executed, and the Athenians repaid 
it by a temple with annual worship and sacrifice. l\Ioreover, the 
hero Theseus was seen strenuously assisting in the battle; and 
an unknown warrior, in rustic garb and armed only with a plough
share, dealt destruction among the Persian ranks: after the bat
tle he could not be found ; and the Athenians, on asking at 
Delphi who he was, were directed to worship the hero Echetlus.3 
Even in the time of Pausanias, this memorable battle-field was 
heard to resound every night with the noise of combatants and 
the snorting of horses. " It is dangerous (observes that pious 
author) to go to the spot with the express purpose of seeing 
what is passing; but if a man finds himself there by accident, 
without having heard anything about the matter, the gods will 
not be angry with him." The gods, it seems, could not pardon 
the inquisitive mortal who deliberately pried into their secrets • 
.Amidst the ornaments with which Athens was decorated during 
the free working of her democracy, the glories of Marathon of 
course occupied a conspicuous place. The battle was painted on 
one of the compartments of the portico called Prekile, wherein, 
amidst several figures of gods and heroes, -Athene, Herakles, 
Theseus, Echetlus, and the local patron of .Marathon,- were seen 
honored and prominent the polemarch Kallimachus and the gen
eral l\Iiltiades, while the Platreans were distinguished by their 
Breotian leather casques.4 And the sixth of the month Boedro

1 The tumulus now existing is about thirty feet high, and two hundred 
yards in circumference. (Leake, on the Demi of Attica ; Transactions of 
Royal Soc. of Literat. ii, p. 171.) 

1 Herodot. vi, 105; Pausan. i, 28, 4. 
3 Plutarch, Theseus, c. 24 ; Pausan. i, 32, 4. 
' Pausan. i, 15, 4; Demosthen. cont. Nerer. c. 25. 
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mion, the anniversary of the battle, was commemorated by an 
annual ceremony, even down to the time of Plutarch.l 

1 Herodot. vi, 120; Plutarch, Camill. c. 19: De Malignit. Herodoti, c. 
26, p. 862; and De Gloria Atheniensium, c. 7. 

Boedromion was the third month of the Attic year, which year began 
near about the summer solstice. The first three Attic months, Hekatom
breon, Metageitnion, Bocdromion, approach (speaking in a loose manner) 
nearly to our July, August, September; probably the month Hekatombreon 
brgan usually at some day in the latter half of June. 
, From the fact that the courier Pheidippides reached Sparta on the ninth 

day of the moon, and that the two thousand Spartans arrived in Attica on 
the third day after the full moon, during which interval the battle took 
place, we see that the sixth day of Boi!dromion could not be the sixth day 
of the moon. The Attic months, though professedly lunar months, did 
not at this time therefore accurately correspond with the course of the 
moon. See Mr. Clinto~, Fast. Hellen. ad an. 490 B.C. Plutarch (in the 
Treatise De Malign. Ilerodoti, above referred to) appears to have no con
ception of this discrepancy between the Attic month and the course of the 
moon. A portion of the censure which he casts on Herodotus is grounded 
on the assumption that the two must coincide. 

M. Boeckh, following Freret and Larcher, contests the statement of Plu
tarch, that the battle was fought on the sixth of the month Boi!dromion, 
but upon reasons which appear to me insufficient. His chief argument 
rests upon another statement of Plutarch (derived from some lost verses of . 
.lEschylus), that the tribe ..iEantis had the right wing or post of honor ai 
the battle; and that the public vote, pursuant to which the army was led 
out of Athens, was passed during the prytany of the tribe .lEantis. He 
assumes, that the reason why this tribe was posted on the right wing, 
must have been, that it had drawn by Jot tho fi\st prytany in that par
ticular year: if this be granted, then the vote for drawing out the army 
must have been passed in the first prytany, or within the first thirty-five 
or thirty-six days of the Attic year, during the space between the first of 
Hekatombreon and the fifth or sixth of Metagcitnion. But it is certain 
that the interval, which took place between the army leaving the city and 
the battle, was much less than one month,- we may even say less than 
one week. The battle, therefore, must have been fought between the sixth 
and tenth of Metageitnion. (Plutarch, Symposiac. i, 10, 3, and Idelcr, 
Handbuch der Chronologie, vol. i, p. 291.) Herodotus (vi, 111) says that 
the tribes were arranged in line iir; 1/pdJµeovro, - " as they were num
bered," - which is contended to mean necessarily the arrangement between 
them, determined by lot for the prytanies of that particular year. "In 
acic instruenda (says Boeckh, Comment. ad Corp. Inscript. p. 299) Athe
nienses non constantem, sed variabilem secundum prytanias, ordinem se
cntos esse, ita ut tribns ex hoc ordine inde a dextro comu disponerentur, 
docui in Commentatione de pugn:I. Marathoni:I.." Procemia Leet. Univ. 
Berolin. restiv. a. 1816. 

http:FRO:'.II
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Two thousand Spartans, starting from their city, immediately 
after the full moon, reached the frontier of Attica, on the third 

The Proremia here referred to I have not been able to consult, and they 
may therefore contain additional reasons to prove the point advanced, viz., 
that the order of the ten tribes in line of battle, beginning from the right 
wing, was conformable to their order in prytanizing, as drawn by lot for 
the year; but I think the passages of Herodotus and Plutarch now before 
us insufficient to establish this point. From the fact that the tribe JEantis 
had the right wing at the battle of Marathon, we are by no means war· 
ranted in inferring that that tribe had drawn by lot the earliest prytany in 
the year. Other reasons, in my judgment equally probable, may be as
signed in explanation of the circumstance: one reason, I think, decidedly 
more probable. This reason is, that the battle was fought during the pry· 
tany of the tribe JEantis, which may be concluded from the statement 
of Plutarch, that the vote for marching out the army from Athens was 
passed during the prytany of that tribe; for the interval, between the march 
of the army out of the city and the battle, must have been only a very few 
days. Moreover, the deme Marathon belonged to the tribe JEantis (see 
Boeckh, ad Inscript. No. I i2, p. 309) : the battle being fought in their 
deme, the Marathonians may perhaps have claimed·on this express ground 
the post of honor for their tribe ; just as we see that at the first battle of Man
tineia against the Lacedromonians, the Mantineians were allowed to occupy 
the right wing or post of honor, " because the battle was fought in their 
territory,'' (Thucyd. v, 67.) Lastly, the deme Aphidnre also belonged to 
the tribe JEantis (see Boeckh, I. c.): now the polcmarch Kallimachus was 
an Aphiclnrean (Herodot. vi, 109), and Herodotus expressly tells us," the 
law or custom then stood among the Athenians, that the polemarch should 
have the right wing," - 0 yilp voµor; TOTE elxe Ot!TIJ TOif1t 'Ai'h1vaiotat, TOV 
7ru'Mµapxov lxetv Kipar; ro cli~tov (vi, 111 ). "Where the polemarch stood, 
there his tribe would be likely to stand: and the language of Herodotus 
indeed seems directly to imply that he identifies the tribe of the polemarch 
with the polemarch himself,- &yeoµevov OE TOVTOV, l~ecliicovro i:ir; apdJµfovTO 
al rpvli.at, lx6µevat a;\;\~/i.c.iv, -meaning that the order of tribes began by 
that of the polemarch being in the leading position, and was then "taken 
up" by the rest "in numerical sequence," - i. e. in the order of their pry
tanizing sequence for the year. 

Here are a concurrence of reasons to explain why the tribe JEantis had 
the right wing at the battle of Marathon, even though it may not have 
been first in the order of prytanizing tribes for the year. Boeckh, there
fore, is not warranted in inferring the second of these two facts from the 
first.. 

The concun-ence of these three reasons, all in favor of the same con
clusion, and all independent of the reason supposed by Boeckh, appears to 
me to have great weight; but I regard the first of the three, even singly 
taken, as more probable than his reason. If my view of the case be cor· 

http:a;\;\~/i.c.iv
http:rpvli.at
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day of their march,- a surprising effort, when we consider that 
the total distance from Sparta to Athens was about one hundred 

rect, the sixth day of J3oedromion, the day of battle as given by Plutarch, 
is not to be called in question. That day comes in the second prytany of 
the year, which begins about the sixth of Mctageitnion, and ends about 
the twelfth of Bocdromion, and which must in this year have fallen to the 
lot of the tribe .i"Eantis. On the first or second day of Boedromion, the 
vote for marching out the army may have passed; on the sixth the battle 
was fought; both during the prytany of this tribe. 

I am not prepared to carry these reasons .farther than the particular case 
of the battle of Marathon, and the vindication of the day of that battle as 
stated by Plutarch ; nor would I apply them to later periods, such as the 
Pcloponnesian war. It is certain that the army regulations of Athens were 
considerably modified between the battle of Marathon and the Pelopon
nesian war, as well in other matters as in what regards the polemarch; 
and we have not sufficient information to enable us to determine whether 
in that later period the Athenians followed any known or perpetual rule in 
the battle-order of the tribes. Military considerations, connected with the 
state of the particular army serving, must have prevented the constant ob
servance of any rule: thus we can hardly imagine that Nikias, command
ing the army before Syracuse, could have been tied down to any invariable 
order of battle among the tribes to which his hoplites belonged. More
over, the expedition against Syracuse lasted more than one Attic year: can 
it be believed that :llikias, on receiving information from Athens of the 
sequence in which the prytanies of the tribes had been drawn by lot during 
the second year of his expedition, would be compelled to marshal his army 
in a new battle-orclcr conformably to it ? As the military operations of 
the Athenians became more extensive, they woulcl find it necessary to leave 
such dispositions more and more to the general serving in every particular 
campaign. It may well be doubted whether during the Peloponnesian · 
war any established rule was observed in marshalling the tribes for 
battle. 

One great motive which induces critics to maintain that the hattle was 
fought in the Athenian month Metageitnion, is, that that month coincid_es 
with the Spartan month Karneius, so that the refusal of the Spartans to 
march before the full moon, is construed to apply only to the peculiar sanc
tity of this last-mentioned month, instead of being a constant mle for the 
whole year. I pcifcctly agree with these critics, that the answer, given by 
the Spartans to the courier Pheidippides, cannot he helu to prove a regular, 
invariable Spartan maxim, applicable throughout the whole year, not to 
begin a march in the second quarter of the moon: very possibly, as Bocckh 
remarks, there may have been some festival impending during the particu
lar month in question, upon which the Spartan refusal to march was 
founded. But no inference can be deduced from hence to disprove the sixth 
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and fifty miles. They did not arrive, however, until the battle 
bad been fought, and the Persians departed; but curiosity led 
them to the field of Marathon to behold the dead bodies of the 
Persians, after which they returned home, bestowing well-merited 
praise on the victors. 

Datis and Artaphernes returned across the 1Egean with their 
Eretrian prisoners to Asia ; stopping for a short time at the island 
of Mykonos, where discovery was made of a gilt image of Apollo 
carried off as booty in a Phenician ship. Datis went himself to 
restore it to Delos, requesting the Delians to carry it back to the 
Delium, or temple of Apollo, on the eastern coast of Breotia: 
the Delians, however, chose to keep the statue until it was re
claimed from them twenty years afterwards by the Thebans. On 
reaching Asia, the Persian generals conducted their prisoners up 
to the court of Susa, and into the presence of Darius. Though 
be had been vehemently incensed against them, yet when he 
saw them in his power, his wrath abated, and he manifested no 
desire to kill or harm them. They were planted at a spot called 
Arderikka, in the Kissian territory, one of the resting-places on 
the road from Sardis to Susa, and about twenty-six miles distant 
from the latter place : Herodotus seems himself to have seen 
their descendants there on his journey between the two capitals, 

of BoMromion as the day of the battle of Marathon: for though the months 
of every Grecian city were professedly lunar, yet they never coincided with 
each other exactly or long together, because the systems of intercalation 
adopted in different cities were different: there was great irregularity and 
confusion (Plutarch, Aristeides, c. 19 ; Aristoxenus, Harmon. ii, p. 30: 
compare also K. F. Hermann, Ueber die Griechische Monatskunde, p. 26, 
27. Gottingen, 1844; and Boeckh, ad Corp. Inscript. t. i, p. 734). 

Granting, therefore, that the answer given by the Spartans to Pheidip
pides is to be construed, not as a general rule applicable to the whole year, 
but as referring to the particular month in which it was given, - no infer
ence can be drawn from hence as to the day of the battle of Marathon, 
because either one of the two following suppositions is possible : I. The 
Spartans may have had solemnities on the day of the full moon, or on the 
day before it, in other months besides Karneius; 2. Or the full moon of the 
Spartan Karneius may actually have fallen, in the year 490 B.c., on the 
fifth or sixth of the Attic month Boedromion. 

Dr. Thirlwall appears to adopt the view of Boeckh, but does not add 
anything material to the reasons in its favor (Hist. of Gr. vol. ii, .Append. 
ill, p. 488). 
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and to have had the satisfaction of talking to them fo Greek,
which we may well conceive to have made some impression upon 
him, at a spot distant by nearly three months' journey from the 
coast of Ionia.I 

Happy would it have been for l\Iiltiades if lie had shared the 
honorable death of the polemarch Kallimachus, - "animam 
exhalasset opimam,"-in seeking to fire the ships of the defeated 
Persians at l\Iarathon. The short sequel of his history will be 
found in melancholy contrast with the l\Iarathonian heroism. 

His reputation had been great before the battle, and after it 
the admiration and confidence of his countrymen knew no 
bounds: it appears, indeed, to have reached such a pitch that 
his head was turned, and he lost both his patriotism and his 
prudence. He proposed to his countrymen to incur the cost 
of equipping an armament of seventy ships, with an adequate 
armed force, and to place it altogether at his discretion; giving 
them no intimation whither he intended to go, but merely assur
ing them that, if they would follow him, he would conduct them 
to a land where gold was abundant, and thus enrich them. Such 
a promise, from the lips of the recent victor of l\Iarathon, was 
sufficient, and the armament was granted, no man except l\Iilti
ades knowing what was its destination. He sailed immediately 
to the island of Paros, laid siege to the town, and sent in a 

I Herodot. ;·i, 119. Darius - cr<j>ear ri)r Ktcrcri71r xwp71~ KaroiKtC1e ev 
crra-&µi;J EWVTOV ri;J ovvoµa 'ApoeptKKa -lv-&avra rovr 'Eperptfor KaTOlKtcre 
t>.apfior, Ot Kat µe;(pt lµfo eL;(OV ri)v xi:ip71v TaVT7/V1 <j>VIJlC1C10VUr ri)v upxa£71v 
yA.waaav. The meaning of the word ara-&µor is explained by Hcrodot. v, 
52. crra-&µor ewvroii is the same as crra-&µor {3acriA.71tor: the particulars 
which Herodotus recounts about Arderikka, and its remarkable well, or pit 
of bitumen, salt, and oil, give every reason to believe that he had himself 
stoppeu there. 

Strabo places the captive Eretrians in Gordyene, which would be con
siderably higher up the Tigris; upon whose authority, we do not know 
(Strabo, xv, p. 747). 

The many particulars which are given respecting the descendants of 
these Eretrians in Kissia, by Philostratus, in his Life of Apollonius of 
Tyana, as they arc alleged to have stood e...-en in the first century of the 
Christian era, cannot be safely quoted. "With all the fiction there con
tained, some truth may pei:haps be minglccl; but we cannot discriminate it 
(Philostratus, Vit. Apollon. i, c. 24--30 ). 
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herald to require from the inlrn.bitants a contribution of one 
hundred talents, on pain of entire destruction. His pretence for 
this attack was, that the Parians had furnished a trireme to Datis 
for the Persian fleet at Marathon; but his real motive, so 
Herodotus assures us,I was vindictive animosity against a Parian 
citizen named Lysagoras, who had exasperated the Persian gen
eral Hydarnes against him. The Parians amused him at first 
with evasions, until they ha<l procured a little delay to repair the 
defective portions of their wall, after which they set him at 
defiance; and l\Iiltiacles in vain prosecuted hostilities against 
them for the space of twenty-six days: he ravage<l the island, 
but his attacks made no impression upon the town.2 Beginning 
to despair of success in his military operations, he entered into 
some negotiation - such at least was the tale of the Parians 
themselves- with a Parian woman name<l Timo, priestess or 
attendant in the temple of Demeter, near the town-gates. This 
woman, promising to reveal to him a secret which woul<l place 
Paros in his power, induced him to visit by night a temple to 
wl1ich no male person was admissible. Ile leaped the exterior 
fence, and approached the sanctuary; but on coming near, was 
seized with a panic terror and ran away, almost out of his senses: 
on leaping the same fence to get back, he strained or bruised his 
thigh badly, and became utterly disabled. In this melancholy 
state he was placed on ship-board; the siege being raised, and 
the whole armament returning to Athens. 

Vehement was the indignation both of the armament and of 
the remaining Athenians against :Miltiades on his return; 3 and 

1 Herodot. vi, 132. fa/,ee lrrt IIupov, 7rpn¢aruv lxwv C:u; oi Iluptot V7r1Jp~av 

1rf'UT£f'Ol rnpareVO/lfVOl rpt~pel lr l\fopaaciva uµa rfiJ Ilipav. Tovro µ'i:v 
oi'J 7rpriax11µa TOV lc1)yov iiv· ur&p TlVa Kat E)'KOTOV elxe roiat Ilapfotat Ota 
Avaayapea ruv Ttalew, t6vra yivor Ilupwv, owf3alc6vra µiv 7rpor 'Yoapvea 
Tuv 11 ipa71v. 

• Ephorus (Fragm. 107, ed. Diclot; ap. Stephan. Byz. v, ITU.pod gave an 
account of this expedition in several points different from Herodotus, 
which latter I here follow. The authority of Herodotus is preferable in 
every respect; the more so, since Ephorus gives his narrative as a sort of 
explanation of the peculiar phrase uvarrapt&(etv. Explanatory narratives 
of that sort are usually little worthy of attention. 

3 Hcrodot. vi, 136. 'Aa71vaZot of: EK IIapov MtATlUOW U'TrOVOl1Ti/aavra 
foxov iv ar6µaat, oZ Te UAAot, Kat µaAll1Ta :Eai•ai;mor Q ,Apiippovar. or 
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Xanthippus, father of the great Perikles, became the spokesman 
of this feeling. He impeached l\Iiltiades before the popular 
judicature as having been guilty of deceiving the people, and as 
having deserved the penalty of death. The accused himself, 
disabled by his injured thigh, which even began to show symp
toms of gangrene, was unable to stand, or to say a word in his 
own defence: he lay on his couch before the assembled judges, 
while his friends made the best case they could in his behalf. 
Defence, it appears, there was none ; all they could do, was to 
appeal to his previous services: they reminded the people largely 
and emphatically of the inestimable exploit of l\Iarathon, coming 
in addition to his previous conquest of Lemnos. The assembled 
dikasts, or jurors, showed their sense of these powerful appeaIS 
by rejecting the proposition of his accuser to condemn him to 
death; but they imposed on him the penalty of fifty talents "for 
his iniquity." 

Cornelius Nepos affirms that these fifty talents represented the 
expenses incurred by the state in fitting out the armament; but 
we may more probably believe, looking. to the practice of the 
Athenian dikastery in criminal cases, that fifty talents was the 

iJaviirov inrayayi:Jv {nro rilv ojjµov Mt}.rtaoea, iOiwKe rjjr; 'AiJrivafov U7rUT'f/t; 
eZveKev. Mtil.rtiiorir; oe, avriJr; µev rrapei:Jv, OVK cirrei\.oyfrro. nv yap uovva
ror;, C!are O'rJ7rOµivov rov µripov. ITpoKetµivov oe avrov tv KAivr1. vrrep
arroi\.oyfovro ol <fitil.ot, rjjr; µiixrir; re rjjr; tv MapaiJwvt yevoµfrrir; rroi\.i\.a tm
µeµvTJµivot, Kat r~v A~µvov aZpeatv • wr; ti\.i:Jv Ai;µvov re Kat rtaaµevor; roi!r; 
ITe}.aayoi!!:, rrapiowKe 'AiJrivafotat. ITpoayivoµevov oe rov cl~µov avTw Kara 
r~v U'lrOAVO'lV rov iJavarov, l;riµtwaavror; oe Kara r~v UOlKll}V rrevr~Kovra 

rai\.iivrotat, Mtil.rtaorir; µ'ev µera ravra, a<fiaKe},foavror; re rov µ11pov Kat 
aar.:i:vror;, rei\.evrq,. ra oe rrevr~KOVra rftil.avra t;iriaev cl rriii'r; avrov Kiµwv. 

Plato (Gorgias, c. 153, p. 516) says that the Athenians passed a vote to 
cast Miltiades into the barathrnm (lµj3ai\.eiv bfwpiaavro ), and that he 
would have been actually thrown in, if it had not been for the prytanis, i.e. 
the president, hy turn for that day, of the prytanizing senators and of the 
ekklesia. The prytanis may perhaps have been among those who ~poke 
to the dikastery on behalf of Miltiades, deprecating the proposition made 
by Xanthippus ; but that he should have caused a vote once passed to be 
actually rescinded, is incredible. The Scholiast on Aristeidcs (cited by 
Valckenrer ad Heroclot. vi, 136) reduces the exaggeration of Plato to 
something more reasonable - "Ore y~p hpivero Mthtaorir; trrt rji ITiip<,>, 
/;iJ€i\.'f}O'aV aVrOV tcaraKp'f}µvfoat• 0 Oe rrpvravtt; efoei\.iJi:Jv e;'f)T~trnra 
aVr6v. 

http:fitil.ot
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minor penalty actually proposed by the defenders of 1\Iiltiades 
themselves, as a substitute for the punishment of death. In 
those penal cases at Athens, where the punishment was not fixed 
beforehand by the terms of the law, if the person accused was 
found guilty, it was customary to submit to the jurors, subse
quently and separately, the question as to amount of punishment: 
first, the accuser named the penalty which he thought suitable; 
next, the accused person was called upon to name an amount of 
penalty for hims"alf, and the jurors were constrained to take their 
choice between these two,-no third gradation of penalty being 
admissible for consideration.I Of course, under such circum

·l That this was the habitual course of Attic procedure in respect to pub
lic indictments, wherever ~ positive amount of penalty was not previously 
determined, appears certain. See Platner, Prozess und !Gagen bei den 
Attikem, Absclm. vi, vol. i, p. 201 ; Heffter, Die Athcnaische Gerichtsver
fassung, p. 334. Meier and Schomann (Der Attische Prozess, b. iv, p. 725) 
maintain that any one of the dikasts might propose a third measure of pen
alty, distinct from that proposed by the accuser as well as the accused. In 
respect to public indictments, this opinion appears decidedly incorrect; but 
where the sentence to be pronounced involved a compensation for private 
wrong and an estimate of damages, we cannot so clearly determine whether 
there was not sometimes a greater latitude in originating propositions for 
the dikasts 'to vote upon. It is to be recollected that these dikasts were 
several hundred, sometimes even more, in number,-that there was no dis
cussion or deliberation among them,-and that it was absolutely necessary 
for some distinct proposition to be laid before them to take a vote upon. In 
regard to some offences, the law expressly permitted what was called a 
'1rpouriµ17µa; that is, after the dikasts had pronounced the full penalty de
manded by the accuser, any other citizen who thought the penalty so 
imposed insuflicient. might call for a certain limited amount of additional 
penalty, and require the dikasts to vote upon it,- ay or no. The votes of 
the dikasts were given, by depositing pebbles in two casks, under certain 
arrangements of detail. 

The aywv rtµ71ror, oi1<17 Ttµ17ror, or trial including this separate admeas
urement of penalty,-as distinguished from the oi1<17 ariµ17ror, or trial 
·where the penalty was predetermined, and where was no riµ17uti, or vote of 
admeasurement of penalty,-is an important line of distinction in the 
subject-matter of Attic procedure; and the practice of calling on the 
accused party, after having been pronounced guilty, to impose upon himself 
a counter-penalty or under-penalty (avrtrtµii<11'1at or inr:ortµiiurtaL) in contrast 
with that named by the accuser, was a convenient expedient for bringing 
the question to a substantive. vote of the dikasts. Sometimes accused per
sons found it convenient to name very large penalties on themselves, in 
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stances, it was the interest of the accused party to name, even in 
his own case, some real and serious penalty,- something which 
the jurors might be likely to deem not wholly inadequate to his 
crime just proved; for if he proposed some penalty only trifling, 
he drove them to prefer the heavier sentence recommended by 
his opponent. Accordingly, in the case of .Miltiades, his friends, 
desirous of inducing the jurors to refuse their assent to the 
punishment of death, proposed a fine of fifty talents as the self
assessed penalty of the defendant; and perhaps they may have 
stated, as an argument in the case, that such a sum would suffice 
to defray the costs of the expedition. The fine was imposed, but 
:Miltiades did not live to pay it: his injured limb mortified, and 
he died, leaving the fine to be paid by his son Kirnon. 

According to Cornelius Nepos, Diodorus, and Plutarch, he was 
put in prison, after having been fined, and there died.J But 

order to escape a capital sentence invoked by the accuser (see Demosthen. 
cont. Timokrat. c. 34, p. 743, R). Nor was there any fear, as Platner 
imagines, that in the generality of cases the dikasts would be left under 
the necessity of choosing between an extravagant penalty and something 
merely nominal; for the interest of the accnsed party himself woulcl pre
vent this from happening. Sometimes we see him endeavoring by entreaties 
to prevail upon the accuser voluntarily to abate something of the penalty 
which he hatl at first named; and the accuser might probably do this, if he 
saw that the dikasts were not likely to go along with that first proposition. 

In one particular case, of immortal memory, that which Platner contem
plates actually did happen; and the death of Sokrates was the effect of it. 
Sokratcs, having been found guilty, only by a small majority of votes 
among the dikasts, was called upon to name a penalty upon himself, in 
opposition to that of death, urged by Me!Ctus. He was in vain entreated by 
his friernls to name a fine of some tolerable amount, which they woulu at 
once haye paid in his behalf; but he would hardly be prevailed upon to 
name any penalty nt all, affirming that he had deserved honor rather than 
punishment: at last, he named a fine so small in amount, as to be really 
tantamount to an acquittal. Indeed, Xenophon states that he would not 
name any counter-penalty at all; and in the speech ascribed to him, he con
tended that he had even merited the signal honor of a public maintenance 
in the prytaneium (Plato, Apo!. Sok. c. 27; Xenoph. Apo!. Sok. 23; 
Diogen. Laert. ii, 41 ). Plato and Xenophon do not agree; but taking the 
two together, it would seem that he must have named a very small fine. 
There can be little doubt that this circumstance, together with the tenor of 
his defence, caused the dikasts to vote for the proposition of Me!Ctus. 

1 Cornelius Nepos, Miltiades, c. 7; and Kirnon, c. I; Plutarch, Kirnon, c. 
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Herodotus does not mention this imprisonment, and the fact 
appears to me improbable: he would lrnrdly have omitted to 
notice it, had it come to his knowledge. Immediate imprison
ment of a person fined by the dikastery, until his fine was paid, 
was not the natural and ordinary course of Athenian procedure, 
though there were particular cases in which such aggravation 
was added. Usually, a certain time was allowed for payment,1 
before absolute execution was resorted to, but the person under 
sentence became disfranchised and excluded from all political 
rights, from the very instant of his condemnation as a pnblic 
debtor, until the fine was paid. Now in the instarice of l\Iilti
ades, the lamentable condition of his wounded thigh rendered 

4; Diodorus, Fragment. lib. x. All these authors probably drew from the 
same original fountain; perhaps Ephorus (see Marx ad Ephori Fragmenta, 
p. 212); but we have no means of determining. Respecting the alleged 
imprisonment of Kirnon, however, they must have copied from different 
authorities, for their statements are all different. Diodorus states, that 
Kirnon put himself voluntarily into prison after his father had died there, 
because he was not permitted on any other condition to obtain the body of 
his deceased father for burial. Cornelius Nepos affirms that he was impris
oned, as being legally liable to the state for the unpaid fine of his father. 
Lastly, Plutarch does not represent him as having been put into prison at 
all. Many of the Latin writers follow the statement of Diodorus : see the 
citations in Bos's note on the above passage of Cornelius Ncpos. 

There can be no hesitation in adopting the account of Plutarch as the 
true one. Kirnon neither was, nor could be, in prison, by the Attic law, 
for an unpaid fine of his father; but after his father's death, he became liable 
for the fine, in this sense, - that he remained disfranchised ( uTtµo~) and 
excluded from his rights as a citizen, until the fine was paid: see Demosthen. 
cont. Timokrat. c. 46, p. 762, H. 

1 See Boeckh, Public Economy of Athens, b. iii, ch. 13, p. 390, Engl. 
Transl. (vol. i, p. 420, Germ.); l\Icier und Schomann, Attisch. Prozess, p. 
744. Dr. Thirlwall takes a different view of this point, with which I cannot 
concur (Hist. Gr. Yo!. iii, Append. ii, p. 488); though his general remarks 
on the trial of Miltiades are just and appropriate (ch. xiv, p. 273). 

Cornelius Ncpos (1filtiades, c. 8; Kirnon, c. 3) says that the misconduct 
connected with Paros was only a pretence with the Athenians for punishing 
Miltiades; their real motive, he affirms, was envy and fear, the same feel
ings which dictated the ostracism of Kirnon. How little there is to justify 
this fancy, may be seen even from the nature of the punishment inflicted. 
Fear would have prompted them to send away or put to death l\filtiades, 
not to fine him. The ostracism, which was dictated by fear, was a tempo
rary banishment. 
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escape impossible, - so that there would be no special motive for 
departing from the usual practice, and imprisoning him forth
with: moreover, if he was not imprisoned forthwith, he would 
not be imprisoned at all, since he cannot have lived many days 
after his trial.I To carry away the suffering general in his 
couch, incapable of raising himself even to plead for his own 
life, from the presence of the dikasts to a prison, would not only 
have been a needless severity, but could hardly have failed to 
imprint itself on the sympathies and the memory of all the be
holders ; so that Herodotus would have been likely to hear and 
mention it, if it had really occurred. I incline to believe there
fore that l\Iiltiades died at home : all accounts concur in stating 
that he died of the mortal bodily hurt which already disabled 
him even at the moment of his trial, and that his son Kirnon paid 
the fifty talents after his death. If he could pay them, probably 
his father could have paid them also. And this is an additional 
reason for believing that there was no imprisonment, - for noth
ing but non-payment could have sent him to prison; and to 
rescue the suffering l\Iiltiades from being sent thither, would have 
been the first and strongest desire of all sympathizing friends. 

Thus closed the life of the conqueror of l\Iarathon. The last 
act of it produces an impression so mournful, and even shocking, 
- his descent from the pinnacle of glory to defeat, mean tam
pering with a temple-servant, mortal bodily hurt, undefended 
ignominy, and death under a sentence of heavy fine, is so abrupt 
and unprepared, - that readers, ancient and modern, have not 
been satisfied without finding some one to blame for it : we must 
except Herodotus, our original authority, who recounts the trans
action without dropping a single hint of blame against any one. 
To speak ill of the people, as l\Iachiavel has long ago observed,2 
is a strain in which every one at all times, even under a demo
cratical government, indulges with impunity and without provok

1 The interval between his trial and his decease is expressed in Herodotus 
(vi, 136) by the difference between the present participle U1J7r:oµivov and the 
past participle ua7rivTor Toii µTJpoii. 

2 Machiavel, Discorsi sopra Tito Livio, cap. 58. "L' opinione contro ai 
popoli nasce, pcrche <lei popoli ciascun dice male senza paura, e liberamente 
ancora mentre che regnano: dei principi si parla sempre con mille timori e 
mille rispetti." 

VOT,. IV. 16* 24oc. 
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ing any opponent to reply; and in this instance, the hard fate of 
:Miltiades has been imputed to the vices of the Athenians and 
their democracy, -it has been cited in proof, partly of their 
fickleness, partly of their ingratitude. But however such blame 
may serve to lighten the mental sadness arising from a series of 
painful facts, it will not be found justified if we apply to those 
facts a reasonable criticism. 

What is called the fickleness of the Athenians on this occasion 
is nothing more than a rapid and decisive change in their estima
tion of l\Iiltiades; unbounded admiration passing at once into 
extreme wrath. To censure them for fickleness is here an abuse 
of terms ; such a change in their opinion was the unavoidable 
result of bis conduct. His behavior in the expedition of Paros 
was as reprehensible as at Marathon it had been meritorious, and 
the one succeeded immediately after the other: what else could 
ensue except an entire revolution in the Athenian feelings? He • 
had employed his prodigious ascendency over their minds to in
duce them to follow him without knowing whither, in the confi
dence of an unknown booty: he had exposed their lives and 
wasted their substance in wreaking a private grudge: in addition 
to the shame of an unprincipled project, comes the constructive 
shame of not having succeeded in it. "Without doubt, such be
havior, coming from a man whom they admired to excess, must 
have produced a violent and painful revulsion in the feelings of 
his countrymen. The idea of having lavished praise and confi
dence upon a person who forthwith turns it to an unworthy 
purpose, is one of the greatest torments of the human bosom ; 
and we may well understand that the intensity of the subsequent 
displeasure would be aggravated by this reactionary sentiment, 
without accusing the Athenians of fjckleness. If an officer, 
whose conduct has been such as to merit the highest encomiums, 
comes on a sudden to betray his trust, ::ind manifests cowardice 
or treachery in a new and important undertaking confided to 
him, are we to treat the general in command as fickle, because 
his opinion as well as his conduct 1mdergoes an instantaneous 
revolution, - which will be all the more vehement in proportion 
to his previous esteem? The question to be determined is, 
whether there be sufficient ground for such a change; and in the 
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case of l\filtiades, that question must be answered in the affirm
ative. 

In regard to the charge of ingratitude against the Athenian:;, 
this last-mentioned point- sufficiency of reason - stands tacitly 
admitted. It is conceded that l\Iiltiades deserved punishment for 
his conduct in reference to the Parian expedition, but it is never
theless maintained that gratitude for his previous services at 
l\Iarathon ought to have exempted him from punishment. But 
the sentiment upon which, after all, this exculpation rests, will 
not bear to be drawn out and stated in the form of a cogent or 
justifying reason. For will any one really contend, that a man 
who has rendered great services to the public, is to receive in 
return a license of unpunished misconduct for the future? Is the 
general, who has earned applause by eminent skill and important 
victories, to be recompensed by being allowed the liberty of be
traying his trust afterwards, and exposing his country to peril, 
without censure or penalty? This is what no one intends to vin
dicate deliberately ; yet a man must be prepared to vindicate it, 
when he blames the Athenians for ingratitude towards l\Iiltiades. 
For if all that be meant is, that gratitude for previous services 
ought to pass, not as a receipt in full for subsequent crime, but as 
an extenuating circumstance in ~he measurement of the penalty, 
the answer is, that it was so reckoned in the Athenian treatment 
of Miltiades.l His friends had nothing whatever to urge, against 

Machiavel will not even admit so much as this, in the clear and forcible 
statement which he gives of the question here nlludcd to: he contends that 
the man who has rendered services 0~1ght to be recompensed for them, hut 
that he ought to be punished for subsequent crime just ns if the previous 
services had not heen: rendered. He lays down this position in discussing 
the conduct of the Homans towards the victorious survivor of the three 
lloratii, after the battle with the Cnriatii: "Erano stati i mcriti di Orazio 
grandissimi, avendo con la sna virtu vinti i Curiazi. Era strtto ii folio suo 
atroce, m·~utlo morto la sorella. Nonclimeno dispiacque tanto tale omicidio 
ai Homani, che lo eollllnssero a di,putare della vitr, non ostante che gli 
mcriti snoi fusscro tanto grandi e si frcschi. La qnal cosa, a chi supcrficial
mente la eousi1lcrasse, parrchhe uno esempio d' ingratitudine popolare. 
Nondimeno chi lo esnmincrit meglio, e con migliore eonsiderazione ricer
cherii. quali debbono essere gli' ordini dclle rcpubliehe, biasimenra quel 
popolo piuttosto per averlo assoluto, chc per averlo voluto coudannare: e 
la ragione e questa, che nessuna repuhlica bene ordinata, non mai cancello 
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the extreme penalty proposed by his accuser, except these pre
vious services,- which influenced the dikasts sufficiently to in
duce them to inflict the lighter punishment instead of the heavier. 
Now the whole amount of punishment inflicted consisted in a 
fine which certainly was not beyond his reasonable means of 
paying, or of prevailing upon friends to pay for him, since his 
son Kirnon actually did pay it. And those who blame the 
Athenians for ingratitude, - unless they are prepared to main
tain the doctrine that previous services are to pass as full ac
quittal for future crime, - have no other ground left except to 
say that the fine was too high ; that instead of being fifty talents, 
it ought to have been no more than forty, thirty, twenty, or 
ten talents. ·whether they are right in this, I will not take 
upon me to pronounce. If the amount was named on behalf of 
the accused party, the dikastery had no legal power of diminish
ing it; but it is within such narrow limits that the question actu
ally lies, when transferred from the province of sentiment to that 
of reason. It will be recollected that the death of l\liltiades arose 
neither from his trial nor his fine, but from the hurt in his thigh. 

The charge of ingratitude against the Athenian popular juries 
really amounts to this, - that, in trying a person accused of pres
ent crime or fault, they were apt to confine themselves too 
strictly and exclusively to the particular matter of charge, either 
forgetting, or making too little account of, past services which he 
might have rendered. "Whoever imagines that such was the 
habit of Athenian dikasts, must have studied the orators to very 
little purpose. Their real defect was the very opposite: they 
were too much disposed to wander from the special issue before 
them, and to be affected by appeals to previous services and con-

i demeriti con gli meriti dei suoi cittadini: ma avendo ordinati i premi ad 
una buona opera, e le pene ad una cattiva, ed avendo premiato uno per 
aver bene operato, se qucl medesimo opera dipoi male, lo gastiga scnza 
avere rignardo alcuno alle sue buone opcre. E quando questi ordini sono 
bene osservati, una citta vive libera molto tempo: altrimenti sempre rovi· 
nera presto. Pe1·clte se, ad un cittadino cite abbia fatto qualche egregia opera 
per la citta, si ag,qiunge oltre alla riputazione, che quella cosa gli arreca, una au
daci.a e confiden::a di potere sen::a temer pena, far qualche opera non buona, di· 
ventei·a in breve tempo tanto insolente, che si risolvera ogni civilta." -Machiavel, 
Discorsi sop. Tit. Livio, ch. 24. 
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duct.I That which an accused person at Athens usually strives 
to produce is, an impression in the minds of the dikasts favorable 
to his general character and behavior. Of course, he meets the 
particular allegation of his accuser as well as he can, but he 
never fails also to remind them emphatically, how well he has 
performed his general duties of a citizen, - how many times he 
has served in military expeditions,- how many trierarchies and 
liturgies he has performed, and performed with splendid effi
ciency. In fact, the claim of an accused person to acquittal is 
made to rest too much on his prior services, and too little upon 
innocence or justifying matter as to the particular indictment. 
When we come down to the time of the orators, I shall be pre
pared to show that such indisposition to confine themselves to a 
special issue was one of the most serious defects of the assem
bled dikasts at Athens. It is one which we should naturally 
expect from a body of private, non-professional citizens assem
bled for the occasion, and which belongs more or less to the 
system of jury-trial everywhere; but it is the direct reverse of 
that ingratitude, or habitual insensibility to prior services, for 
which they have been so often denounced. 

The fate of :Miltiades, then, so far from illustrating either the 
fickleness or the ingratitude of his countrymen, attests their just 
appreciation of deserts. It also illustrates another moral, of no 
small importance to the right comprehension of Grecian affairs ; 
it teaches us the painful lesson, how peifectly maddening were 
the effects of a copious draught of glory on the temperament of 
an enterprising and ambitious Greek. There can be no doubt, 

1 Jl.Iachiavel, in the twenty-ninth chapter of his Discorsi sopra T. Livio, 
examines the question, " 'Vhich of the two is more open to the charge of 
being ungrateful, - a popular government, or a king 1 " He thinks that the 
latter is more open to it. Compare chapter fifty-nine of the same work, 
where he again supports a similar opinion. 

M. Sismondi also observes, in speaking of the lon.g attachment of the 
city of Pisa to the cause of the emperors and to the Ghibelin party: "Pise 
montra dans plus d'une occasion, par sa constance a supporter la cause des 
emperenrs an milieu des revers, combien la reconnoissance lie un penple 
libre d'nne maniere plus puissante et plus durable qn'elle ne sauroit lier le 
penp1e gouverne par nn seul homme." (Histoire des Republ. Italiennes, 
ch. xiii, tom. ii, p. 302.) 
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that the rapid transition, in the course of about one week, from 
Athenian terror before the battle to Athenian exultation after it, 
must have produced demonstrations towards l\Iiltiades such as 
were never paid towards any other man in the whole history of 
the commonwealth. Such unmeasured admiration unseated his 
rational judgment, so that his mind became abandoned to the 
reckless impulses of insolence, and antipathy, and rapacity; 
that distempered state, for which (according to Grecian morality) 
the retributive Nemesis was ever on the watch, and which, in 
his case, she visited with a judgment startling in its rapidity, as 
well as terrible in its amount. Had l\Iiltiades been the same 
man before the battle of l\Iarathon as he became after it, the bat
tle might probably have turned out a defeat instead of a victory. 
Demosthenes, indeed,! in speaking of the wealth and luxury of 
political leaders in his own time, and the profuse rewards be
stowed upon them by the people, pointed in contrast to the house 
of l\Iiltiades as being noway more splendid than that of a private 
man. Ilut though l\Iiltiades might continue to live in a modest 
establishment, he received from his countrymen marks of admi
ration and deference such as were never paid to any citizen be
fore or after him; and, after all, admiration and deference consti
tute the precious essence of popular reward. No man except 
l\Iiltiades ever dared to raise his voice in the Athenian assembly, 
and say: " Give me a fleet of ships : do not ask what I am going 
to do with them, but only follow me, and I will enrich you." 
Herein we may read the unmeasured confidence which the Athe
nians placed in their victorious general, and the utter incapacity 
of a leading Greek to bear it without mental depravation; while 
we learn from it to draw the melancholy inference, that one re
sult of success was to make the successful leader one of the most 
dangerous men in the community. We shall presently be called 
upon to observe the same tendency in the case of the Spartan 
Pausanias, and even in that of the Athenian Themistokles. It 
is, indeed, fortunate that the reckless aspirations of l\Iiltiades did 
not take a turn more noxious to Athens than the comparatively 
unimportant enterprise against Paros. For had he sought to 
aequire dominion and gratify antipathies against enemie;i at 

1 Demosthenes, Olynth. iii, c. 9, p. 35, R. 



LEADING GREEKS CORRGPTED BY SGCCESS. 375 

home, instead of directing his blow against a Parian enemy, the 
peace and security of his country might have been seriously 
endangered. 

Of the despots who gained power in Greece, a considerable 
proportion began by popular conduct, and by rendering good ser
vice to their fellow-citizens: having first earned public gratitude, 
they abused it for purposes of their own ambition. There was 
far greater danger, in a Grecian community, of dangerous excess 
of gratitude towards a victorious soldier, than of deficiency in 
that sentiment: hence the person thus exalted acquired a position 
such that the community found it difficult afterwards to shake 
him off. Now there is a disposition almost universal among 
writers and readers to side with an individual, especially an emi
nent individual, against the multitude ; and accordingly those 
who under such circumstances suspect the probable abuse of an 
exalted position, are denounced as if they harbored an unworthy 
jealousy of superior abilities. But the truth is, that the largest 
analogies of the Grecian character justified that suspicion, and 
required the community to take precautions against the corrupt
ing effects of their own enthusiasm. There is no feature which 
more largely pervades the impressible Grecian character, than a 
liability to be intoxicated and demoralized by success : there was 
no fault from which so few eminent Greeks were free : there was 
hardly any danger, against which it was at once so necessary 
and so difficult for the Grecian governments to take security, 
especially the democracies, where the manifestations of enthu
siasm were always the loudest. Such is the real explanation of 
those charges which have been urged against the Grecian de
mocracies, that they came to hate and ill-treat previous benefac
tors; and the history of :Miltiades illustrates it in a manner no 
less pointed than painful. 

I have already remarked that the fickleness, which ha~ been 
so largely imputed to the Athenian democracy in their dealings 
with him, is nothing more than a reasonable change of opinion 
on the best grounds. Nor can it be said that fickleness was in 
any case an attribute of the Athenian democracy. It is a well
known fact, that feelings, or opinions, or modes of judging, which 
have once obtaineu footing among a large number of people, are 
more lastif!g and unchangeable than those which belong only to 
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one or a few; insomuch that the judgments and actions of the 
many admit of being more clearly understood as to the past, and 
more certainly predicted as to the future. If we are to predicate 
any attribute of the multitude, it will rather be that of undue 
tenacity than undue fickleness ; and there will occur nothing in 
the course of this history to prove that the Athenian people 
changed their opinions on insufficient grounds more frequently 
than an unresponsible one or few would have changed. 

But there were two circumstances in the working of the 
Athenian democracy which imparted to it an appearance of 
greater fickleness, without the reality: First, that the manifesta
tions and changes of opinion were all open, undisguised, and 
noisy: the people gave utterance to their present impression, 
whatever it was, with perfect frankness; if their opinions were 
really changed, they had no shame or scruple in avowing it. 
Secondly, - and this is a point of capital importance in the 
working of democracy generally, - the present impression, what
ever it might be, was not merely undisguised in its manifestations, 
but also had a tendency to be exaggerated in its intensity. This 
arose from their habit of treating public affairs in multitudinous 
assemblages, the well-known effect of which is, to inflame senti
ment in every man's bosom by mere contact with a sympathizing 
circle of neighbors. ·whatever the sentiment might be, - fear, 
ambition, cupidity, wrath, compassion, piety, patriotic devotion, 
etc,1- and whether well-founded or ill-founded, it was constantly 

1 This is the general truth, which ancient authors often state, both par
tially, and in exaggerated terms as to degree: "Hrec est natura multitu
dinis (says Livy); aut humiliter servit aut superbe dominatur." Again, 
Tacitus: "Nihil in vulgo modicum; terrere, ni paveant; ubi pertimuerint, 
impune contemni." (Annal. i, 29.) Herodotus, iii, 81. wi9frt oe (a 0~µ01) 
fµrreawv ra rrpi/yµara avev voii, xe1µft/ip<tJ rroraµi;J tKeAo\. 

It is remarkable that Aristotle, in his Politica, takes little or no notice 
of this attribute belonging to every numerous assembly. He seems rather 
to reason as if the aggregate intelligence of the multitude was represented 
by the sum total of each man's separate intelligence in all the individuals 
composing it (Polit. iii, 6, 4, 10, 12); just as the property of the multitude, 
taken collectively, would be greater than that of the few rich. He takes no 
notice of the difference between a number of individuals judging jointly 
and judging separately: I do not, indeed, observe that such omission leads 
him into any positive mistake, but it occurs in some cases calculated to 
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influenced more or less by such intensifying cause. This is a 
defect which of course belongs in a certain degree to all exercise 
of power by numerous bodies, even though they be rep1·esentative 
bodies,- especially when the character of the people, instead of 
being comparatively sedate and slow to move, like the English, is 
quick, impressible, and fiery, like Greeks or Italians; but it 
operated far more powerfully on the self-acting Demos assembled. 
in the Pnyx. It was in fact the constitutional malady of the de
mocracy, of which the people "·ere themselves perfectly sensible, 
~as I shall show hereafter from the securities which they tried 
to provide against it, - but which no securities could. ever wholly 
eradicate. Frequency of public assemblies, far from aggravating 
the evil, had a tendency to lighten it. The people thus became 
accustomed to hear and balance many different views as a prelim
inary to ultimate judgment; they contracted personal interest 
and esteem for a numerous class of disscntient speakers; and 
they even acquired a certain practical consciousness of their own 
liability to error. :Moreover, the diffusion of habits of public 
speaking, by means of the sophists and the rhetors, whom it has 
been so much the custom to disparage, tended in the same direc
tion, - to break the unity of sentiment among the listening 
crowd, to multiply separate judgments, and to neutralize the 
contagion of mere sympathizing impulse. These were important 
deductions, still farther assisted by the superior taste and intelli
gence of the Athenian people: but still, the inherent malady 
remained, - excessive and misleading intensity of present senti
ment. It was this which gave such inestimable value to the 
ascendency of Perikles, as depicted by Thucydides: his hold on 
the people was so firm, that he could always speak with effect 
against excess of the reigning tone of feeling. "·when Perikles 
(says the historian) saw the people in a state of unseasonable 
and insolent confidence, he spoke so as to cow them into alarm ; 
when again they were in groundless terror, he combated it, and 
brought them back to confidence." I \Ve shall find Demosthenes, 

surprise us, and where the difference here adverted to is important to 
notice: see Politic. iii, IO. 5, 6. 

J Thucyd. ii, 65. ·oirore yoiiv aia&otr6 TL avrovi; rrapil. tcatpilv vf3pet 
.'fapuoiivrai;, A.iy(,)V Kari7rA1]UUEV 'TrUAtV tirl TO </>of3elufJat. tcal oeot6rat; av 
aA.6y"'t; avrt1ca&iur1J rraA.tv fol ril l'fapuelv. 
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with far inferior ascendency, employed in the same honorable 
task: the Athenian people often stood in need of such correction, 
but unfortunately did not always find statesmen, at once friendly 
and commanding, to administer it. 

These two attributes, then, belonged to the Athenian democ
racy; first, their sentiments of every kind were manifested 
loudly and openly; next, their sentiments tended to a pitch of 
great present intensity. Of course, therefore, when they changed, 
the change of sentiment stood prominent, and forced itself upon 
every one's notice,- being a transition from one strong sentiment 
past to another strong sentiment present.I And it was because' 
such alterations, when they did take place, stood out so palpably 
to remark, that the Athenian people have drawn upon themselves 
the imputation of fickleness: for it is not at all true, I repeat, 
that changes of sentiment were more frequently produced in 
them by frivolous or insufficient causes, than changes of senti
ment in other governments. 

CHAPTER XXXVII. 

IONIC PHILOSOPHERS.-PYTHAGORAS. - KROTON AND SYBARIS. 

THE history of the powerful Grecian cities in Italy and Sicily, 
between the accession of Peisistratus and the battle of .l\Iarathon, 
is for the most part unknown to us. Phalaris, despot of Agri
gentum in Sicily, made for himself an unenviable name during 
this obscure interval. His reign seems to coincide in time with 
the earlier part of the rule of Peisistratus (about 560-54q B. c.), 

1 Such swing of the mind, from one intense feeling to another, is always 
deprecated by the Greek moralists, from the earliest to the latest : even 
Demokritus, in the fifth century B.C., admonishes against it, -Al lK µeyu
A.wv cJtaGTrJµCinJV Ktveoµtvat TWV 1/mxwv OVre evara8fr~ tialv, OVTe tvffvµot. 
(Democriti Fragmenta, lib. iii, p. 168, ed. Mullach ap. Stobreum, Florileg. 
i, 40.) 
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and the few and vague statements which we find respecting it,l 
merely show us that it was a period of extortion and cruelty, 
even beyond the ordinary license of Grecian despots. The 
reality of the hollow bull of brass, which Phalaris was accus
tomed to heat in order to shut up his victims in it and burn them, 
appears to be better authenticated than the nature of the story 
would lead us to presume: for it is not only noticed by Pindar, 
but even the actual instrument of this torture, the brazen bull 
itself,2-which had been taken away from Agrigentum as a 
trophy by the Carthaginians when they captured the town, was 
r~stored by the Romans, on the subjugation of Carthage, to its 
original domicile. Phalaris is said to have acquired the supreme 
command, by undertaking the task of building a great temple 3 

to Zemi Polieus on the citadel rock; a pretence whereby he was 
enabled to assemble and arm a number of workmen and devoted 
partisans, whom he employed, at the festival of the Thesmophoria, 
to put down the authorities. He afterwards disarmed the citizens 
by a stratagem, and committed cruelties which rendered him so 
abhorred, that a sudden rising of the people, headed by Telema
chus (ancestor of the subsequent despot, Thero), overthrew and 

1 The letters of Bentley against Boyle, discussing the pretended Epistles 
of Phalaris, - full of acuteness and learning, though beyond measure ex
cursive, - are quite sufficient to teach us that little can be safely asserted 
about Phalaris. His date is very imperfectly ascertained. Compare Bent
ley, pp. 82, 83. and Seyfert, Akragas und sein Gebiet, p. 60: tho latter as
signs the reign of Phalari~ to the years 570-554 B.C. It is surprising to see 
Seyfert citing the letters of the pseudo-Phalaris as an authority, after the 
exposure of Bentley. 

2 Pindar. Pyth. l ad fin, with the Scholia, p. 310, ed. Bocckh; Polyb. 
xii, 25; Diodor. xiii, 99; Cicero cont. Verr. iv, 33. The contradiction 
of Timreus is noway sufficient to make us doubt the authenticity of the 
story. Ebert p:iKefl.iwv, part ii, pp. 41-84, Konigsberg, 1829) collects all 
the authorities about the bull of Phalaris. He believes the matter of fact 
substantially. Aristotle (Rhetoric, ii, 20) tells a story of the fable, whereby 
Stesichoms the poet dissuaded the inhabitants of Ilimcra from granting a 
guard to Phalaris: Conon (Narrat. 42 up. Photium) recounts the same 
story with the name of Hiero substituted for that of Phalaris. But it is 
not likely that either the one or the other could ever have been in such 
relations with the citizens of Ilimera. Compare Polybius, vii, 7, 2. 

3 Polyren. v, l, l; Cicero de Offieiis, ii, 7. 
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slew him. A severe revenge was taken on his partisans after 
his fall.1 
· During the interval between 540-500 B.c., events of much 
importance occurred among the Italian Greeks, - especially at 
Kroton and Sybaris,- events, unhappily, very imperfectly handed 
down. Between these two periods fall both the war between 
Sybaris and Kroton, and the career and ascendency of Pythag
oras. In connection with this latter name, it will be requisite to 
say a few words respecting the other Grecian philosophers of the 
sixth century B.c. 

I have, in a former chapter, noticed and characterized those 
distinguished persons called the Seven ·wise Men of Greece, 
whose celebrity falls in the first half of this century, - men not 
so much marked by scientific genius as by practical sagacity and 
foresight in the appreciation of worldly affairs, and enjoying a 
high degree of political respect from their fellow-citizens. One 
of them, however, the JUilesian Thales, claims our notice, not 
only on this ground, but also as the earliest known name in the 
long line of Greek scientific investigators. His life, nearly· con
temporary with that of Solon, belongs seemingly to the interval 
about 640-550 B.C.: the stories mentioned in Herodotus 
perhaps borrowed in part from the JUilesian Ilekatmus - are 
sufficient to show that his reputation for wisdom, as well as for 
science, continued to be very great, even a century after his 
death, among his fellow-citizens. And he marks an important 
epoch in the progress of the Greek mind, as having been the 
first man to depart both in letter and spirit from the Ilesiodic 
Theogony, introducing the conception of substances with their 
transformations and sequences, in place of that string of persons 
and quasi-human attributes which had animated the old legend
ary world. Ile is the father of what is called the Ionic philoso
phy, which is considered as lasting from his time down to that of 
Sokrates; and writers, ancient as well as modern, have pro
fessed to trace a succession of philosophers, each one the pupil 
of the preceding, between these two extreme epochs. But the 
appellation. is, in truth, undefined, and even incorrect, since 
nothing entitled to the name of a school, or sect, or succession, 

1 Plutarch, Philosophand. cum Principibus, c. 3, p. 778. 
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like that of tlie Pythagoreans, to be noticed presently, - can be 
made out. There is, imleed, a certain general analogy in the 
philosophical vein of Thales, Hippo, Anaximenes, and Diogenes 
of Apollonia, whereby they all stand distinguished from Xeno
phane~ of Elea, and his successors, the Eleatic <lialecticians, 
Parmcni<lcs and Zeno; but there are also material differences 
between their respective doctrines, - no two of them holding the 
same. And if we look to Anaximander, the person next in 
order of time to Thales, as well as to Herakleitus, we find them 
departing, in a great degree, even from that character which all 
the rest have in common, though both the one and the other are 
usually enrolled in the list of Ionic philosophers. 

Of the old legendary and polytheistic conception of nature, 
which Thales partially discarded, we may remark that it is a 
state of the human mind in ,which the problems suggesting 
themselves to be solved, and the machinery for solving them, 
bear a fair proportion one to the othe;. If the problems be vast, 
indeterminate, confused, and derived rather from the hopes, fears, 
love, hatred, a:;tonishment, etc., of men, than from any genuine 
desire of knowledge, - so also does the received belief supply 

· invisible agents in unlimited number, and with every variety 
of power and inclination. The means of explanation are thus 
multiplied and diver:iified as readily as the phenomena to be 
explained. And though no future events or states can be pre
dicted on trustworthy grounds, in such manner as to stand the 
scrutiny·of subsequent verification, -yet there is little difficulty 
in rendering a specious and plausible account of matters past, of 
any and all things alike ; especiaUy as, at such a period, matters 
of fact requiring explanation are neither collated nor preserved 
with care. And though no event or state, which has not yet oc
curred, can be predicted, there is little difficulty in rendering a 
plausible account of everything which has o:::curred in the past. 
Cosmogony, and the prior ages of the world, were conceived as 
a sort of personal history, with intermarriages, filiation, quarrels, 
and other adventures, of these invisible agents ; among whom 
some one or more were assumed as unbegotten and self-existent, 
- the latter assumption being a difficulty common to all systems 
of cosmogony, and from which even this flexible and expansive 
hypothesis is not exempt. 
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Now when Thales disengaged Grecian philosophy from the 
old mode of explanation, Le did not at the same time disengage 
it from the old problems and matters propounded for inquiry. 
These he retained, and transmitted to his successors, as vague 
and vast as they were at first conceived; and so they remained, 
though with some transforrnation8 and modifications, together 
with many new questions equally insoluble, substantially present 
to the Greeks throughout their whole history, as the legitimate 
problems for philosophical investigation. llut these problems, 
adapted only to the old elastic system of polytheistic explanation 
and omnipresent personal agency, became utterly disproportioned 
to any impersonal hypotheses such as those of Thales and the 
philosophers after him, -whether assumed physical laws, or 
plausible moral and metaphysical dogmas, open to argumentative 
attack, and of course requiring the like defence. To treat the 
visible world as a whole, ;md inquire when and how it began, as 
well as into all its past changes, - to discuss the first origin of 
'men, animals, plants, the sun, the stars, etc., - to assign some com
prehensive reason why motion or change in general took place in 
the universe, - to investigate the destinies of the human· race, 
and to lay down some systematic relation between them and the 
gods, - all these were topics admitting of being conceived in 
many different ways, and set forth with eloquent plausibility, but 
not reducible to any solution either resting on scientific evidence, 
or commanding steady adherence under a free scrutiny.' 

At the time when the power of scientific investigation was 
scanty and helpless, the problems proposed were thus such as to 

1 The less these problems are adapted for rational solution, the more 
nobly do they present themselves in the language of a great poet: see, as a 
specimen, Euripides, Fragment. IOI, ed. Dindorf. 

' 'O'A{3t0( ilart( Ti/( laropia( 
Eaxe µaiJ11atv, µ~re 7ro'Atrcji. 
'E7rt 11"1Jµoav11y, µ11T' elr uoiKov, 
IIpa~ur: opµr:iv· 
'A'A'A' cWavurov KaiJopcjv tpvaeGJr; 
Koaµov ay~pc.J, Tri/ Tt IIVVEaT1/ 
Kat o7r1J Kai 011"GJ(. 

Toi, oe TOtOVTotr ovofror' aiaxpr:iv 
'EpyGJv µe'Air11µa 7rpoai,tt. 
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lie out of the reach of science in its largest compass. Gradu
ally, indeed, subjects more special and limited, and upon which 
experience, or deductions from experience, could be brought to 
bear, were added to the list of qucesita, and examined with great 
profit and instruction: but the old problems, with new ones, alike 
unfathomable, were never eliminated, and always occupied a 
prominent place in the philosophical world. Now it was this 
disproportion, between questions to be solved and means of solu
tion, which gave rise to that conspicuous characteristic of Gre
cian philosophy, - the antagonist force of suspensive skepticism, 
passing in some minds into a broad negation of the attainability 
of general truth, - which it nourished from its beginning to its 
end; commencing as early as Xenophanes, continuing to manifest 
itself seven centuries afterwards in A:nesidemus and Sextus 
Empiricus, and including in the interval between these two 
extremes some of the most powerful intellects in Greece. The 
present is not the time for considering these Skeptics, who bear 
an unpopular name, and have not often been fairly appreciated; 
the more so, as it often suited the purpose of men, themselves 
essentially skeptical, like Sokrates and Plato, to denounce pro
fessed skepticism with indignation. But it is essential to bring 
them into notice at the first spring of Grecian philosophy under 
Thales, because the circumstances were then laid which so soon 
afterwards developed them. 

Though the celebrity of Thales in antiquity was great and 
universal, scarcely any distinct facts were known respecting 
him: it is certain that he left nothing in writing. Extensive 
travels in Egypt and Asia are ascribed to him, and as a general 
fact these travels are doubtless true, since no other means of 
acquiring knowledge were then open. At a time when the 
brother of the Lesbian Alk::eus was serving in the Babylonian 
army, we may easily conceive that an inquisitive :Milesian would 
make his way to that wonderful city wherein stood the temple
observatory of the Chaldrean priesthood ; nor is it impossible 
that he may have seen the still greater city of Ninus, or Nine
veh, before its capture and destruction by the 1\Iedes. How 
great his reputation was in his lifetime, the admiration expressed 
by his younger contemporary, Xenophanes, assures us; and 
Herakleitus, in the next generation, a severe judge of all other 
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philosophers, spoke of him with similar esteem. To him were 
traced, by the Grecian inquirers of the fourth century n.c., the first 
beginning:> of geometry, astronomy, and physiology in its large 
and really appropriate sense, the scientific study of nature : for the 
Greek word denoting nature ( q;vc;1q,) first comes into compre
hensive use about this time (as I have remarked in an earlier 
clrnpter),' with its derivatives plivsics and phvsiolog!f, as distin
guished from the t!teolog!J of the old poets. Little stress can be 
laid on those elementary propositions in geometry which are 
specified as discovered, or as first demonstrated, by Thales, 
still less upon the solar eclipse re8pecting which, according to 
Herodotus, he determined beforehand the year of occurrence.2 
nut the main doctrine of his physiology, - using that word in 
its larger Greek sense, - is distinctly attested. He stripped 
Oceanus and Tethys, primeval parents of the gods in the 
Homeric theogony, of their personality, - and laid down 
water, or fluid substance, as the single original element from 

, which everything came, and into which everything returned.3 
The doctrine of one eternal element, remaining always the 
same in its essence, but indefinitely variable in its manifestations 
to sense, was thus first introduced to the discussion of the Gre
cian public. 'Ye have no means of knowing the reasons by 
which Thales supported this opinion, nor could even Aristotle do 
more than conjecture what they might have been; but one of 
the statements urged on behalf of it, - that the earth itself 
rested on water,4- we may safely refer to the J\Iilesian himself, 
for it wouhl hardly have been advanced at a later age. J\Iore
over, Thales is reported to have held, that everything was living 
and full of gods; and that the magnet, especially, was a living 
thing. Thus the gods, as far as we can pretend to follow opin
ions so very faintly transmitted, are conceived as active powers, 

1 Vol. i, ch. xvi. 
• Diogen. Laert. i, 23; Herodot. i, 75; Apuleius, Flo1id. iv, p. 144, Bip. 
Proclus, in his Commentary on Euclid, specifies several propositions said 

to have been discovered by ThaJes (Brandis, Handbuch der Gr. Philos. 
ch. xxviii, p. llO). 

• Aristotel. Metaphys. i, 3; Plutarch, Placit. Philos. i, 3, p. 875. or l~ 
Maror '/J7JO't '71"UVTa elvat, Kat ek VO<Jp '11"UVTa aval..iieo-&at. 

' . .Aristotel. ut supra, and De Crelo, ii, 13. 
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1and causes of changeful manifestation, attached to the primeval 
,substance: l the universe being assimilated to an organized body 
or system. 

Respecting Hippo, - who reproduced the theory of Thales 
under a more generalized form of expression, substituting, in 
place of water, moisture, or something common to air and 
water,2 - we do not know whether he belonged to the sixth or 
the fifth century B.c. But Anaximander, Xenophanes, and 
Pherekydes belong to the latter half of the sixth century. 
Anaximander, the son of Praxiades, was a native of l\Iiletus, 
- Xenophanes, a native of Kolophon ; the former, among the 
earliest expositors of doctrine in prose,3 while the latter com
mitted his opinions to the old medium of verse. Anaximander 
seems to have taken up the philosophical problem, while he 
materially altered the hypothesis of his predecessor Thales. 
Instead of the primeval fluid of the Jatter, he supposed a 
primeval principle, without any actual determining qualities 
whatever, but including all qualities potentially, and manifesting 
them in an infinite variety from its continually self-changing 
nature, - a principle, which was nothing in itself, yet had the 
capacity of producing any and all manifestations, however con
trary to each other,4 - a primeval something, whose essence 

1 Aristotel. De Anima, i, 2-5; Cicero, De Legg. ii, 11 ; Diogen. Laert. 
i, 24. 

2 Aristotel. De Animil, i, 2 ; Alexander Aphrodis. in Aristotel. .M:etaphys. 
1, 3. 

3 Apollodorus, in the second century n.c., had before him some brief ex
pository treatises of Anaximander (Diogcn. Laert. ii, 2): ITtpi cfii>rrec.>~, 
Tiir ITepiooov, ITtp2 Twv 'ArrA-avwv Kai -:Zrpaipav Kai uA-A-a Ttva. Suidas, v, 
'Ava;iµavopor. Themistius. Orat. xxv, p. 317: UJupp7Jue rrpwTOr idv foµev 
•EA-1.1/vc.>v /.oyov l;evtyKeiv mpi <fifoec.>r uvyyeypaµµivoi·. 

4 Irenreus, ii, 19, ( 14) ap. Brandis, Handbuch der Geschichte der Griech. 
Rom. Philos. ch. xxxv, p. 133 : "Anaximander hoc quod immcnsum est, 
omnium initium subjecit, seminaliter habens in semetipso omnium genesin, 
ex quo immensos mundos constare ait." Aristotel. Physic. Auscult. iii, 4, 
P· 203, Ilck. ovre yup µaT7JV avr/) ol6v TE elvat (TO U7rttpov ), oiire UAA1]V 
{mupxetv avTi;J ovvaµtv, 7l"A~V iir up:r1/v. Aristotle subjects this urretpov to 
an elaborate discussion, in which he says very little more about Anaximan
der, who appears to have assumed it without anticipating discussion or 
objections. "'nether· Anaximander caIJed his ci.rretpov di~ine, or god, a;i 

VOL. IV. 17 25oc. 
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it was to be eternally productive of different phenomena, - a 
sort of mathematical point, which counts for nothing in itself, 
but is vigorous in generating lines to any extent that may be 
desired. In this manner, Anaximander professed to give a com· 
prehensive explanation of change in general, or generation, or 
destruction, - how it happened that one sensible thing began and 
another ceased to exist, - according to the vague problems 
which these ea~ly inquirers were in the habit of setting to 
themselves.l He avoided that which the first philosophers 
especially dreaded, the affirmation that generation could take 
place out of Nothing; yet the primeval Something, which he 
supposed was only distinguished from nothing by possessing 
this very power of generation. 

In his theory, he passed from the province of physics into that 
of metaphysics. He first introduced into Grecian philosophy 
that important word ~hich signifies a beginning or a principle,2 
and first opened that metaphysical discussion, which was carried 
·on in various ways throughout the whole period of Grecian phi· 
losophy, as to the one and the many-the continuous and the 
variable - that which exists eternally, as distinguished from that 
which comes and passes away in ever-changing manifestations. 
His physiology, or explanation of nature, thus conducted the 
mind into a different route from that suggested by the hypothesis 
of Thales, which was built upon physical considerations, and was 
therefore calculated to suggest and stimulate observations of 
physical phenomena for the purpose of verifying or confuting it, 
- while the hypothesis of Anaximander admitted only of being 

Tennemann (Gesch. Philos. i, 2, p. 67) and Panzerbieter affirm (ad Diogcnis 
Apolloniat. Fragment. c. 13, p. 16,) I think doubtful: this is rather an 
inference which Aristotle elicits from his language. Yet in another pas
sage, which is difficult to reconcile, Aristotle ascribes to Anaximander the 
water-doctrine of Thales, (Aristotel. de Xenophane, p. 975. Bek.) 

Anaximander seems to have followed speculations analogous to those of 
Thales, in explaining the first production of the human race (Plutarch. 
Placit. Philos. v, 19, p. 908), and in other matters (ibid. iii, 16, p. 896). 

1 Aristotel. De Generat. et Destruct. c. 3, p. 317, Bek. o µ&:J..trJra tf><>

/Jovµevot &ierO..erJav ol 7rpi:Jrot tf>tA.0110¢~11avur;, ril tic µ11oevor; yivm-&at 7rpo
ii,..ap;rovror;: compare Physic. Auscultat. i, 4, p. 187, Bek. 

1 Si°!plici~s_in Aristotel. Physic. fol. 6, 32. 7rpi:iror: avrilr; 'Apxnv ovoµa· 
(111( ril V1rOKetµevov. 
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discussed dialectically, or by reasonings expressed in general lan
guage ; reasonings sometimes, indeed, referring to experience for 
the purpose of illustration, but seldom resting on it, and never 
looking out for it as a necessary support. The physical expla
nation of nature, however, once introduced by Thales, although 
deserted by Anaximander, was taken up by Anaximenes and 
others afterwards, and reproduced with many divergences of doc
trine, -yet always more or less entangled and perplexed with 
metaphysical additions, since the two departments were never 
clearly parted throughout all Grecian philosophy. Of these sub
sequent physical philosophers I shall speak hereafter : at present, 
I confine myself to the thinkers of the sixth century B.c., among 
whom Anaximander stands prominent, not as the follower of 
Thales, but as the author of an hypothesis both new and tending 
in a different direction. 

It was not merely as the author of this hypothesis, however, 
that .Anaximander enlarged the Greek mind and roused the 
powers of thought: we find him also mentioned as distinguished 
in astronomy and geometry. He is said to have been the first to 
establish a sttn-dial in Greece, to construct a sphere, and to ex
plain the obliquity of the ecliptic; l how far such alleged author
ship really belongs to him, we cannot be certain, - but there is 
one step of immense importance which he is clearly affirmed to 
have made. He was the first to compose a treati8e on the geog
raphy of the land and sea within his cognizance, and to construct 
a chart or map founded thereupon,-seemingly a tablet of brass. 
Such a novelty, wondrous even to the rude and ignorant, was 
calculated to stimulate powerfully inquisitive minds, and from it 
may be dated the commencement of Grecian rational geography, 
- not the least valuable among the contributions of this people 
to the stock of human knowledge. 

Xenophanes of Kolophon, somewhat younger than Anaximan
der, and nearly contemporary with Pythagoras (seemingly from 
about 570-480 B.c.), migrated from Kolophon2 to Zankle and 
Katana in Sicily and Elea in Italy, soon after the time when 

1 Diogen. Lai.!rt. ii, 81, 2. He a~eed with Thales in maintaining that 
the earth was stationary, (Aristotel. de Ccelo, ii, 13, p. 295, ed Bekk.) 

2 Diogcn. Laert. ix, 18. • 
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Ionia became subject to the Persians, (540-530 B.c.) He was 
the founder of what is called the Eleatic school of philosophers, 
- a real school, since it appears that Parmenides, Zeno, and 
Melissus, pursued and developed, in a great degree, the train of 
speculation which had been begun by Xenophanes, -doubtless 
with additions and variations of their own, but especially with a 
dialectic power which belongs to the age of Perikles, and is un
known in the sixth century B.C. He was the author of more 
than one poem of considerable length, one on the foundation of 
Kolophon and another on that of Elea; besides his poem on 
Nature, wherein his philosophical doctrines were set forth.I His 
manner appears to have been controversial and full of asperity 
towards antagonists; but what is most remarkable is the plain
spoken manner in which he declared himself against the popular 
religion, and in which he denounced as abominable the descrip
tions of the gods given by Homer and Ilesiod.2 

He is said to have controverted the doctrines both of 'l'hales 
and Pythagoras : this is probable enough ; but he seems to have 
taken his start from the philosophy of Anaximander, - not, 
however, to adopt it, but to reverse it,- and to set forth an opin
ion which we may call its contrary. Nature, in the conception of 
Anaximander, consisted of a Something having no other attribute 
except the unlimited power of gene~ating and cancelling phe
nomenal changes : in this doctrine, the something or substratum 
existed only in and for those changes, and could not be said to 
exist at all in any other sense: the permanent was thus merged 
and lost in the variable, - the one in the many. Xenophanes laid 
down the exact opposite: he conceived Nature as one unchangea
ble and indivisible whole, spherical, animated, endued with reason, 
and penetrated by or indeed identical with God: he denied the 
objective reality of all change, or generation, or destruction, 
which he seems to have considered as only changes or modifica
tions in the percipient, and perhaps different in one percipient 
and another. That which exists, he maintained, could not have 
been generated, nor could it ever be destroyed: there was neither 
real generation nor real destruction of anything; but that which 

' Diogcn. Laert. ix, 22; Stobreus, Eclo;.;. Phys. i, p. 294. 
2 Sextus Empiricus, adv. Mathern. ix, 193. 
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men took for such, was the change in their own feelings and 
ideas. He thus recognized the permanent without the variable,t 
- the one without the many. And his treatment of the received 
religious creed was in harmony with such physical or metaphys
ical hypothesis; for while he held the whole of Nature to be 
God, without parts or change, he at the same time pronounced 
the popular gods to be entities of subjective fancy, imagined by 
men after their own model : if oxen or lions were to become re
ligious, he added, they would in like manner provide for them
selves gods after their respective shapes and characters.2 This 
hypothesis, which seemed to set aside altogether the study of the 
sensible world as a source of knowledge, was expounded briefly, 
and as it should seem, obscurely and rudely, by Xenophanes ; at 
least we may infer thus much from the slighting epithet applied 
to him by Aristotle.3 But his successors, Par'llenides and Zeno, 
in the succeeding century, expanded it considerably, supported it 
with extraordinary acuteness of dialectics, and even superadded 
a second part, in which the phenomena of sense-though con
sidered only as appearances, not partaking in the reality of the 
one Ens - were yet explained by a new pliysical hypothesis; so 
that they will be found to exercise great influence over the spec
ulations both of Plato and Aristotle. \Ve discover in Xenoph
anes, moreover, a vein of skepticism, and a mournful despair as 

I Aristot. l\Ietaphys. i, 5, p. 986, Bek. :Sevo¢uv11• oe 1rpCrro, TOVTWV 
l v tu a,, oin'iev oie11aip~vunv, ovoe Tij' ¢fowr TOVT<JV (TOV Karil TOV l.oyov 
Evor Kat TOii Kara T~V OA17v) ovoeripar l:otKe {}iyelv, UAA' eir TOV OAOV ovpavov 
UTro(3A.iipa, To iiv eivai ¢1711t TOV {}e6v. 

Plutarch. ap. Eusebium Prroparat. Evangel. i, 8. ;;;;evo¢uv17r oe o KoA.o
¢wvwr loiav µiv nva ooov Trer.opevµivor Kat Trap17A.A.axvlav TravTac Tovr Trpoei
p17µivov~, ovre yivt<JlV OVTe qn9opilv ur.oA.eiTrei, UAA' e1vat A.iyet TO Triiv ad 
oµowv. Compare Timon ap. Sext. Empiric. Py1Th. IIypotyp. i, 224, 225•. 
Uioyµart(e Oe 0 :=:evo¢av17r rrapil TU' TWV uA.A.wv tiv{}pwtrwv r.poAfi1/mr. EV 
Elval TO Triiv, Kat TOV {}eov avµrpvij Toi~ TrUIJlV. elval oe 11¢atpoeioij Kat ur.a{}i/ 
Kat ii.µeruf3A.17rov Kat A.oyiKov, (Aristot. de Xenoph. c. 3, p. 9i7, Bek.) 'Aovva
Tov rp1711iv (o;;;;evorpuv17r) el vat, el Tl forlv, yevfo&ai, etc. 
. One may reasonably doubt whether all the arguments ascribed to Xen

ophanes, in the short but obscure treatise last quoted, really belong to him. 
1 Clemens Alexand. Stromat. v, p. 601, vii, p. 711. 
3 Aristot. Metaphysic. i, 5, p. 986, Bek. µtKpov uypotK<'irtpoc. 
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to the attainability of certain knowledge,1 which the nature of 
his philosophy was well calculated to suggest, and in which the 
sillograph Timon of the third century B.c., who seems to Iiave 
spoken of Xenophanes better than of most of the other philoso
phers, powerfully sympathized. 

The cosmogony of Pherekydes of Syrus, contemporary of 
Anaximander and among the teachers of Pythagoras, seems, 
according to the fragments preserved, a combination of the old 
legendary fancies with Orphic mysticism,2 and probably exercised 
little influence over the subsequent course of Grecian philosophy. 
By what has been said of Thales, Anaximander, and Xenoph
anes, it will be seen that the sixth century B.c. witnessed the 
opening of several of those road~ of intellectual speculation 
which the later philosophers pursued farther, or at least from 
which they branched off. Defore the year 500 n.c. many inter
esting questions were thus brought into discussion, which Solon, 
who died about 558 B.c., had never heard of, -just as he may 
probably never have seen the map of Anaximander. But neither 
of these two distinguished men - Anaximander or Xenophanes 
was anything more than a speculative inquirer. The third emi
nent name of this century, of w horn I am now about to speak,
Pythagoras, combined in his character disparate elements which 
require rather a longer development. 

Pythagoras was founder of a brotherhood, originally brought 
together by a religious influence, and with observances approach
ing to monastic peculiarity, - working in a direction at once 
religious, political, and scientific, and exercising for some time a 
real political ascendency, - but afterwards banished from govern
ment and state affairs into a sectarian privacy with scientific 
pursuits, not without, however, still producing some statesmen 
individually distinguished. Amidst the multitude of false and 
apocryphal statements which circulated in antiquity respecting 
this celebrated man, we find a few important facts reasonably 
attested and deserving credence. He was a native of Samos,3 

1 Xenophanes, Fr. xiv, ed. Mullach; Sextus Empiric. adv. 1\fothcmaticos, 
vii, 49-110; and Pyrrhon. Hypotyp. i, 224; Plutarch adv. Colott'in, p. 1114: 
compare Karsten ad Parmenidis Fragmenta, p. 146. 

1 See Brandis, Handbuch der Griech. Riim. Philosophie, ch. xxii. 
8 Herodot. iv, 95. The place of his nativity is certain from Herodotus, 
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son of an opulent merchant named 1.Inesarchus, - or, according 
to some of his later and more fervent admirers, of Apollo; born, 
as far as we can make out, about the 50th Olympiad, or 580 B.c. 
On the many marvels recounted respecting his youth, it is 
unnecessary to dwell. Among them may be numbered his wide
reaching travels, said to have been prolonged for nearly thirty 
years, to visit the Arabians, the Syrians, the Phenicians, the 
Chaldreans, the Indians, and the Gallic Druids. But there is 
reason to believe that he really visited Egypt! -perhaps also 
Phenicia-and Babylon, then Chaldrean and independent. At 
the time when he saw Egypt, between 560-540 B. c., about one 
century earlier than Herodotus, it was under Amasis, the last of 
its own kings, with its peculiar native character yet unimpaired 
by foreign conquest, and only slightly modified by the admission 
during the preceding century of Grecian mercenary troops and 
traders. The spectacle of Egyptian habits, the conversation of 
the priests, and the :Initiation into various mysteries or secret 
rites and stories not accessible to the general public, may very 
naturally have impressed the mind of Pythagoras, and given him 
that turn for mystic observance, asceticism, 1md peculiarity of 
diet and clothing,- which manifested itself from the same cause 
among several of his contemporaries, but which was not a com
mon phenomenon in the primitive Greek religion. Besides 
visiting Egypt, Pythagoras is also said to have profited by the 
teaching of Thales, of Anaximander, and of Pherekydes of 

but even this fact was diff'ercntly stated by other authors, who called him a 
Tyrrhenian of Lemnos or Imbros (Porphyry, Yit. Pythag. c. I-IO), a 
Syrian, a Phliasian, etc. 

Cicero (De Repnb. ii, I5: compare Livy, i, I8) censures the chronologi
cal blunder of those who made Pythagoras the preceptor of Numa; which 
certainly is a remarkable illustration how much confusion prevailed among 
literary men of antiquity about the dates of events even of the sixth cen
tury n. c. Ovid follows this story without hesitation: see Metamorph. xv, 
60, with Bnrmann's note. 

1 Cicero de Fin. v, 29 ; Diogen. Laert. viii, 3; Strabo, xiv, p. 638; Alex
ander Polyhistor ap. Cyrill. cont. Julian. iv, p. I28, ed. Spanh. For the 
vast reach of his supposed travels, see Porphyry, Vit. Pythag. II; Jamblic. 
I4, seqq. 

The same extensive journeys are ascribed to Demokritus, Diogen. Laert. 
ix, 35. 
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Syros.I Amidst the towns of Ionia, he would, moreover, have 
an opportunity of conversing with many Greek navigators who 
had visited foreign countries, especially Italy and Sicily. His 
mind seems to have been acted upon and impelled by this com
bined stimulus, - partly towards an imaginative and religious 
vein of speculation, with a life of mystic observance, - partly 
towards that active exercise, both of mind and body, which the 
genius of an Hellenic community so naturally tended to suggest. 

Of the personal doctrines or opinions of Pythagoras, whom we 
must distinguish from Philolaus and the subsequent Pythagoreans, 
we have little certain knowledge, though doubtless the first germ 
of their geometry, arithmetic, astronomy, etc. must have pro
ceeded from him. But that he believed in the metempsychosis 
or transmigration of the souls of deceased men into other men, 
as well as into animals, we know, not only by other evidence, but 
also by the testimony of his contemporary, the philosopher 
Xenophanes of Elea. Pythagoras, seeing a dog beaten, and 
hearing him howl, desired the striker to desist, saying: "It is 
the soul of a friend of mine, whom I recognized by his voice." 
This - together with the general testimony of Herakleitus, that 
Pythagoras was a man of extensive research and acquired 
instruction, but artful for mischief and destitute of sound judg
ment-is all that we know about him from contemporaries. 
Herodotus, two generations afterwards, while he conceives the 
Pythagoreans as a peculiar religious order, intimates that both 
Orpheus and Pythagoras had derived the doctrine of the metem
psychosis from Egypt, but had pretended to it as their own 
without acknowledgment.2 

1 The connection of Pythagoras with Pherckydes is noticed by Aristox· 
enus ap. Diogen. J,aert. i, 118, viii, 2; Cicero de Divinat. i, 13. 

• Xenophanes, Fragm. 7, ed. Schneidewin; Diogcn. Laert. viii, 36: com
pare Aulus ~llius, iv, II (we must remark that this or a like doctrine is 
not peculiar to Pythagoreans, but believed by the poet Pindar, Olymp. ii, 
68, and Fragment, Thren. x, as well as by the philosopher Pherekydes, 
Porphyrius de Antro Nympharum, c. 31). 

. 	 Ka£ 7rore µtv urvcpeA.tl;oµevov u1<vAa1<0~ 7raptovr~ 
<Iiaulv e7rot1<reipat, 1<al r6& tpauiJat l1ror

Ilavuat, µ11oe pamt;· e7rei11 cpiA.ov llvep6r lun 
'tvxq, rqv lyvwv cpihy;aµiv11> utwv. 

Consult also Sextus Empiricus, viii, 286, as to the 1<01vwvfo between gods,: 
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Pythagoras combines tl1e character of a sophiM (a man of 
large observation, and clever, ascendent, inventive mind, - the 
original sense of the word Sophist, prior to the polemics of the 
Platonic school, and the only sense known to Herodotus!) with 
that of an inspired teacher, prophet, and worker of miracles, 
approaching to and sometimes even confounded with the gods, 
and employing all these gifts to found a new special order of 
brethren, bound together by religious rites and observances pecu· 
liar to themselves. In his prominent vocation, analogous to that 
of Epimenides, Orpheus, or J\Ielampus, he appears as the re
vealer of a mode of life calculated to raise his disciples above 
the level of mankind, and to recommend them to the favor of the 
gods; the Pythagorean life, like the Orphic life,2 being intended 

men, and animals, believed both by Pythagoras and EmpcdoklCs. That 
Herodotus (ii, 123) alludes to Orpheus and Pythagoras, though refraining 
designedly from mentioning names, there can hardly be any doubt: com
pare ii, 81 ; also Aristotle, De Anima, i, 3, 23. 

The testimony of Herakleitns is contained in Diogenes Laertius, viii, 6 ; 
ix, 1. 'HpaKAeiror: yovv 6 rpvatKOf: µovovovxt KiKpaye Kai tp11ai · ITv&ay6p11r 
Mv11aapxov t<IT0pt1JV ~11K1J<Iev uv&pw1niv µaA-iara 1rUVTwv, Kat h"Ae.;aµevor; 
mvrar; rar; avyyparpar;, E1rOLTpaTo fovroii <TO</>t1Jll1 1rOAvµarJt1JV, Ka/CO• 
re xv;, 1/ v. Again, Ilol.vµa.9£11 v6ov ov oioaaKet • 'Hafooov yup uv toioa.;e 
Kat IIvfJay6p11v, avrJir; OE iZevorpavea Te Kat 'EKaraiov. 

Dr. Thirlwall conceives Xcnophanes as having intended in the passage 
above cited to treat the doctrine of the metempsychosis " with deserved 
ridicule." (Hist. of Greece, ch. xii, vol. ii, p. 162.) Religious opinions are 
so apt to aprear ridiculous to those who do not believe them, that such a. 
suspicion is not unnatural; yet I think, if Xenophanes had been so dis
posed, he would Jiave found more ridiculous examples among the many 
which this doctrine might suggest. Indeed, it seems hardly possible to 
present the metempsychosis in a more touching or respectable point of 
view than that which the lines of his poem set forth. The particular ani
mal selected is that one between whom and man the sympathy is most 
marked and reciprocal, while the doctrine is made to enforce a practical 
lesson against cruelty. 

Hcrodot. i, 29; ii, 49 ; iv, 95. 'E~-A~VCJV ov rii> aat9evearar~· aorpiarfl 
Ilvt9ay6p17. Hippokratcs distinguishes the aorpiar~r: from the l11rpor;, 
though both of them had handled the subject of medicine, - the general 
from the special habits of investigation. (Hippokrates, Ilep£ upxat1J( 
l11rpiK'iji;, c. 20, vol. i, p. 620, Littre.) 

• See Lobeck's learned and valuable treatise, Aglaophamus, Orphica, lib. 
ii, pp. 247, 698, 900; also Plato, Legg. vi, 782, and Euripid. Hippo!. 946. 

17* 

I 
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·as the exclusive prerogative of the brotherhood, - approached 
only by probation and initiatory ceremonies which were adapted 
to select enthusiasts rather than to an indiscriminate ·crowd, 
and exacting entire mental deyotion to the master.I In these 
·lofty pretensions the Agrigentine Empedokles seems to have 
·greatly copied him, though with some varieties, about half a cen
tury afterwards.!l ·while Aristotle tells us that the Krotoniates 
identified Pythagoras with the Hyperborean Apollo, the satirical 
Timon pronounced him to have been " a juggler of solemn 
speech, engaged in fishing for mcn."3 This is the same charac
ter, looked at from the different points of view of' the believer 
and the unbeliever. There is, however, no reason for regarding 
:Pythagoras as an impostor, because experience seems to show, 
that while in certain ages it is not difficult for a man to persuade 
others that he is inspired, it is still less difficult for him to con
tract the same belief himself. 

Looking at the general type of Pythagoras, as conceived by 
witnesses in and nearest to his own age, - Xenophanes, Hera
kleitus, Herodotus, Plato, Aristotle, Isokrates,4 - we find in him 

1 Plato's conception of Pythagoras (Rcpubl. x, p. 600) depicts him as 
something not unlike St. Benedict, or St. Francis, (or St. Elias, as some 
Carmelites have tried to make out: see Kuster ad Jamblich. c. 3)- 'AA-I.a 
oi}, el µi} 01JµOUtr,t., loir,r, TtUlV i/yeµi;Jv 7ratOelaf avTOf t;i:Jv AEyeTat •oµ1/f10f 
yevfofJat, ol l1mvov f]yarrt.)V lrr2 crovovuir,r, 1w2 Toir foripoir oo6v Ttva {3iov 
-:rapioouav '0µ1}ptKi/V. wurrep IlvfJayopar avTOf Te 01a1u:poVT/,Jf t'lrt TOVT~ 
f/yarrfifJ11, Kat ol flrnepov lrt Kat viiv IIv-&ayopelov rporrov hrovoµat;ovrer Tov 
f3iov otatpaveir 7r?I OOKOVUtV elvat lv rolr a?.?.otf. 

The description of Melampus, given in Herodot. ii, 49, very much fills 
up the idea of Pythagoras, as derived from ii, 81-123, and iv, ~5. Pythag
oras, as well as Melampns, was said to have pretended to divination and 
prophecy (Cicero, Divinat. i, 3, 46; Porphyr. Vit. Pyth. c. 29 : compare 
Krische, De Societate a Pythagora in urbe Crotoniatarum conditll. Com
mentatio, ch. v, p. 72, GOttingcn, 1831). 

1 Brandis, Handbuch der Geschichte der Griechisch. Rom. Philosophie, 
part i, sect. xlvii, p. 191. 

3 JE!ian. V. H. ii, 26; Jamblichus, Vit. Pyth. c. 31, 140; Porphyry, Vit. 
Pyth. c. 20; Diodorus, Fragm. lib. x, vol. iv, p. 56, 'Vess.: Timon ap. 
Diogen. Laert. viii, 36 ; and Plutarch, Numa, c: 8. 

IlvfJayop1}V Te yo11ror U7rOKl.ivavT' E'lrt oo;av 

Oi/py fo' avfJpo11rwv, ueµv11yopi11r oapturfiv. 
4 .lsokrat~s, Busiris, p. 402, ed. Anger. HvfJay6par o ~aµior, at/JtKoµevoc 
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·chiefly the religious missiOnary and schoolmaster, with little of 
the politician. His efficiency in the latter character, originally 
subordinate, first becomes prominent in those glowing fancies 
which the later Pythagoreans communicated to Aristoxenus and 
Dikrearchus. The primitive Pythagoras inspired by the gods to 
reveal a new mode of life,l - the Pythagorean life, - and to 
promise divine favor to a select and docile few, as the recom
pense of strict ritual obedience, of austere self-control, and of 
laborious training, bodily as well as mental. To speak with con
fidence of the details of his training, ethical or scientific, and of 
the doctrines which he promulgated, is impossible; for neither 
he himself nor any of his disciples anterior to Philolaus-who 
was separated from him by about one intervening generation 
left any memorials in writing.2 Numbers and lines, studied 

ek Aiy111rrov, Kat µa19ri•~r ;i:Jv lepiwv yevoµevor;, r~v <e ci.iJ.riv </Jt'Aoao¢iav 
11'pi:iror; elr; Tovr "E'A'A17var; hoµtae, Kat •a 11'epl •ur: -&vaiar; Kat '''' it.yiareiar; 
lv rolr; lepolr; tmrpav€anpov rwv ci.'Ai,c.Jv fa11'ovoaae. 

Compare Aristotcl. l\Iagn. Moralia, i, I, about Pythagoras as an ethical 
teacher. Demokritus, born about 460 n.c., wrote a treatise (now lost) re
specting Pythagoras, whom he greatly admired : as far as we can judge, it 
would seem that he too must have considered Pythagoras as an ethical 
teacher (Diogen. Laert. xi, 38; Mullach, Democriti :Fragmenta, lib. ii, p. 
113; Cicero de Orator. iii, 15). 

1 Jamblichus, Vit. Pyth. c. 64, 115, 151, 199: see also the idea ascribed 
to Pythagoras, of divine inspirations coming on men (l11'irrvow 11'apit roii 
Oatµoviov ). Aristoxcnus apud Stobreum, Eclog. Physic. p. 206; Diogen. 
Laert. viii, 32. 

Meiners establishes it as probable that the stories respecting the miracu
lous powers and properties of Pythagoras got into circulation either during 
his lifetime, or at least not long after his death ( Gcschichte dcr "\Visscns
chaften, b. iii, vol. i, pp. 504, 505). 

• Respecting Philolaus, see the valuable .collection of his fragments, and 
commentary on them, by Bocckh (Philolaus des l'ythagorcers Leben, Bcr
liu,1819). That l'hilolaus was the first who composed a work on Pythag
orean science, and thus made it known beyond the limits of the brother
hood - among others to I>Jnto-appcurs wPII estnhlished (Boeekh, l'hilo
laus, p. 22; Diogen. J,aert. viii, 15-55; Jamhli"hus, c. 119). Simmias and 
KebCs, fellow-clisciplcs of Plato under Sokratcs, had held intcrcomse with 
Philolaus at Thebes (Plato, l'hredou, p. 61 ), perhaps ahout 420 n.c. The 
Pythagorean brotherhood had then been dispersed in various parts of 
Greece, though the attnchment of its memliers to each other seems to have 
continued Jong afterwards. 

http:ci.'Ai,c.Jv


396 msTORY OF GREECE. 

partly in their own mutual relations, partly under various sym
bolizing fancies, presented themselves to him as the primary con
stituent elements of the universe, and as a sort of magical key 
to phenomena, physical as well as moral. And these mathemat
ical tendencies in his teaching, expanded by Pythagoreans, his 
successors, and coinciding partly also, as has been before stated, 
with the studies of Anaximander and Thales, acquired more and 
more development, so as to become one of the most glorious and 
profitable manifestations of Grecian intellect. Living as Pythag
oras did at a time when the stock of experience was scanty, 
the license of hypothesis unbounded, and the process of deduc
tion without rule or verifying test, - he was thus fortunate 
enough to strike into that track of geometry and arithmetic, in 
which, from data of experience few, simple, and obvious, an im
mense field of deductive and verifiable investigation may be 
travelled over. ""\Ve must at the same time remark, however, 
ti1at in his mind this track, which now seems so straightforward 
and well defined, was clouded by strange fancies which it is not 
easy to understand, and from which it was but partially cleared 
by his successors. Of his spiritual training much is said, though 
not upon very good authority. ""\Ve hear of his memorial disci
pline, his monastic self-scrutiny, his employment of music to 
soothe disorderly passions,1 his long novitiate of silence, his 
knowledge of physiognomy, which enabled him to detect even 
"\vithout trial unworthy subjects, his peculiar diet, and his rigid 
care for sobriety as well as for bodily vigor. Ile is also said to 
have inculcated abstinence from animal food, and this feeling is 
so naturally connected with the doctrine of the metempsychosis, 
that we may well believe him to have entertained it, as Empedo
kles also did after him.2 It is certain that there were peculiar 

1 Plutarch, De Isid. et Osirid. p. 384, ad fin. Quintilian, Instit. Oratt. 
ix, 4. 

• Empedokles, ap. Aristot. Rhetoric. i, 14, 2 ; Sextus Empiric. ix, 127; 
Plutarch, De Esu Camium, pp. 993, 991t, 997; where he puts Pythagoras 
and Empedokles together, as having both held the doctrine of the me
tempsychosis, and both prohibited the eating of animal food. Empedo
kles supposed that plants had souls, and that the souls of human beings 
passed after death into plants as well as into animals. "I have been 
myself heretofore (saicl he) a boy, a girl, a shrub, a bird, ancl a fish of 
the sea." 
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observances, and probably a certain measure of self-denial em
bodied in the Pythagorean life ; but on the other hand, it seems 
equally certain that the members of the order cannot have been 
all subjected to the same diet, or training, or studies. For Milo 
the Krotoniate was among them,1 the strongest man and the un
paralleled wrestler of his age, - who cannot possibly have dis
pensed with animal food and ample diet (even setting aside the 
tales about his voracious appetite), and is not likely to have bent 
bis attention on speculative study. Probably Pythagora.~ did not 
enforce the same bodily or mental discipline on all, or at least 
knew when to grant dispensations. The order, as it first stood 
under him, consisted of men different both in temperament and 
aptitude, but bound together by common religious observances 
and hopes, common reverence for the master, and mutual attach
ment as well as pride in each other's success; and it must thus 
be distinguished from the Pythagoreans of the fourth century 
B.c., who had no communion with wrestlers, and comprised only 
ascetic, studious men, generally recluse, though in some cases 
rising to political distinction. 

The succession of these Pythagoreans, never very numerous, 
seems to have continued until about 300 n.c., and then nearly 
died out; being superseded by other schemes of philosophy more 
sliit.ed to cultivated Greeks of the age after Sokrates. Hut dur
ing the time of Cicero, two centuries afterwards, the orientalizing 
tendency - then beginning to spread over the Grecian and Ro
man world, and becoming gradually stronger and stronger
caused the Pythagorean philosophy to be again re>ived. It was 
revived too, with little or none of its scientific tendencies, but with 
more than its primitive religious and imaginative fanaticism, 

~ori yup rror' lyw yevoµriv Koi,por: re Kopri re, 
{}(Jµvor; r', oio•vor; re Ka~ l~ aAor; lµrrvpor; ix{}vr;. 

(Diogen. L. viii, 77; Sturz. ad Empedokl. Frag. p. 466.) Pythagoras is 
said to have affirmed that he had been not only Enphorbus in the Grecian 
army before Troy, but also a tradesman, a courtczan, etc., and various other 
human characters, before his actual existence; he did not, however, extend 
the same intercommunion to plant8, in any case. 

The abstinence from animal food was an Orphic precept as well as a 
Pythagorean (Aristophan. Ran. 1032). 

1 Strabo, vi, p. 263 ; Diogeu. L. viii, 40. 

http:sliit.ed
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·Apollonius of Tyana constituting himself a living copy ot 
Pythagoras. And thus, while the scientific elements developed by 
the disciples of Pythagoras had become disjoined from all pecu
liarity of sect, and passed into the general studious world, - the 
original vein of mystic and ascetic fancy belonging to the master, 
without any of that practical efficiency of body and mind which 
had marked his first followers, was taken up anew into the 
pagan world, along with the disfigured doctrines of Plato. Neo
Pythagorism, passing gradually into Neo-Platonism, outlasted 
the other more positive and masculine systems of pagan philoso
phy, as the contemporary and rival of Christianity. A large 
proportion of the false statements concerning Pythagoras come 
from these Neo-Pythagoreaps, who were not deterred by the 
want of memorials from illustrating, with ample latitude of fancy, 
the ideal character of the master. 

That an inquisitive man like Pythagoras, at a time when there 
were hardly any books to study, would visit foreign countries, 
and converse with all the Grecian philosophical inquirers within 
his reach, is a matter which we should presume, even if no one 
attested it; and our witnesses carry us very little beyond this 
general presumption. 'Vhat doctrines he borrowed, or from 
whom, we are unable to discover. But, in fact, his whole life 
·and proceedings bear the stamp of an original mind, and not of 
a borrower, - a mind impressed both with Hellenic and -\>.·ith 
non-Hellenic habits and religion, yet capable of combining the 
two in a manner peculiar to himself; and above all, endued with 
those talents for religion and personal ascendency over others, 
which told for much more than the intrinsic merit of his ideas . 
.,Ve are informed that after extensive travels and inquiries he 
returned to Samos, at the age of about forty: he then found his 
native island under the despotism of Polykrates, which rendered 
it an unsuitable place either for free sentiments or for marked 
individuals. Unable to attract hearers, or found any school or 
brotherhood, in his native island, he determined to expatriate. 
And we may presume that at this period (about 535-530 B.c.) 
the recent subjugation of Ionia by the Persians was not without 
influence on his determination. The trade between the Asiatic 
and the Italian Greeks, - and even the intimacy between 
:Miletus and Knidus on the one side, and Sybaris and Tarentum 
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·on the othe.r, - had been great and of long standing; so that 
there was more than one motive to determine him to the coast 
of Italy; in which direction also his contemporary Xenophanes, 
the founder of the Eleatic school of philosophy, emigrated, 
seemingly, about the same time, - from Kolophon to Zankle, 
Katana, and Elea.1 

Kroton and Sybaris were at this time in their fullest prosper
ity, - among the first and most prosperous cities of the Hellenic 
name. To the former of the two Pythagoras directed his course. 
A council of one thousand persons, taken from among the heirs 
and representatives of the principal proprietors at its first foun
dation, was here invested with the supreme authority: in what 
manner the executive offices were filled, we have no information. 
Besides a great extent of power, and a numerous population, the 
large mass of whom had no share in the political franchise, 
Kroton stood at this time distinguished for two things, - the 
general excellence of the bodily habit of the citizens, attested, 
in part, by the number of conquerors furnished to the Olympic 
games, - and the superiority of its physicians, or surgeons.2 
These two points were, in fact, greatly connected with each 
other. For the therapeutics of the day consisted not so much of 
active remedies as of careful diet and regimen; while the 
trainer, who dictated the life of an athlete during his long and 
fatiguing preparation for an Olympic contest, and the professional 
superintendent of the youths wl10 frequented the public gym
nasia, followed out the same general views, and acted upon the 
same basis of knowledge, as the physician who prescribed for a 

1 Diogen. J,aert. ix, 18. 
~ Hcrodot. iii, 131; Strabo, vi, p. 261: Menander de Encomiis, p. 96, ed. 

Heeren. 'A-&T/va£ovr; trrl uyal.µa1'orrottq, re Kai t;<Jypa'/JtKij, Kat Kporc.ivtara, 
trrl iarptKfl, µf:ya cppovijrrat, etc. 

The Krotoniate Alkmreon, a younger contemporary of Pythagoras (Aris
totel. Metaph. i, 5 ), is among the curliest names mentioned as philosophiz
ing upon physical and medical subjects. Sec Brandis, Ifandhuch dcr 
Geschicht. der Philos. sect. lxxxiii, p. 508, and Aristotel. De Gcnernt. 
Animal. iii, 2, p. 752, Bekker. 

The medical art in Egypt, at the time when Pythagoras visited that 
country, was sufficiently far advanced to excite the attention of an inquisi
tive traveller, - the branches of it minutely subdivided and strict rules laid 
down for practice ( Herodot. ii, 84 ; A.ristotel. Politic. iii, 1 o, 4 ). 
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state of positive bad health.I Of medical education properly 
so called, especially of anatomy, there was then little or nothing. 

1 See the analogy of the two strikingly brought out in the treatise of 
Hippokrates IIepl upxai1Jr: t1JTfilKi/>, c. 3, 4, 7, vol. i, p. 580-584, ed. Littre. 

"Ert yoiiv Kat viiv ol rwv yvµvauiwv Kat uuK1JUtwv tmµeAoµevot ale/. n rrpo
ue~evptuKovui, Kat ri/v avTf1JV ooov '1/TfoVTE> o, Tt Mwv KaL '!rlVWV ErrtKpari/uet 
Te avrewv µuAtura, Kat luxvpoupor: avror: lwvroii forat (P· 580) ; again, p. 
584 : Ti ovv tj>aiverat trepolov OtaV01J~el(; -oKaAevµtvor: [1Jrpor: Kat o,uoAo
}'1/P,ivwr: xe1porixv1Jr:. il> l~eiipe ri/v uµtj>t rovr: Kuµvovrar: OtatTaV Kat rpotj>i/v, 
Tt Keivor; 0 urr' <tpXiJ!: roiut 'lriit:rtV uv~piJrrotut rpotpi/v, .j viiv xpeoµefJa, f~ 
lKetV1]( Ti/(; U}'fll1J(; /tat -&71ptiJOeG(; evpiJv Te Kat 7rapautcevuuar; 0talr1](;: COffi• 

pare another passage, not less illustrative, in the treatise of Hippokrates 
IIepl oiair1Jr: b?iwv, c. 3, vol. ii, p. 245, ed. Littre. 

Following the same general idea, that the theory and practice of the 
physician is a farther development and variety of that of the gymnastic 
trainer, I transcribe some observations from the excellent Remarques 
Retrospectives of M. Littre, at the end of the fourth volume of his edition 
of Hippokrates (p. 662). 

After having observed (p. 659) that physiology may be considered as 
divided into two parts, - one relating to the mechanism of the functions ; 
the other, to the effects produced upon the human body by the different 
influences which act upon it and the media by which it is surrounded; 
and after having observed that on the first of these two branches the an
cients could never make progress from their ignorance of anatomy, -he 
goes on to state, that respecting the second branch they acquired a large 
amount of knowledge: 

" Sur la physiologic des influences exterieures, la Grece du temps d'Hip
pocrate et aprcs lui fut le theatre d'experiences en grand, !cs plus impor
tantes et les plus instructives. Toutc la population (la population Jibre, 
s'entend) etoit soumise a un systcme regulier d'education physique (N. B. 
this is a little too strongly stated): dans quelques cites, a LncedCmone par 
exemple, les femmes n'en etoient pas exemptees. Ce systeme se compo
soit d'exercices et d'une alimentation, que combinerent l'empirisme d'abord, · 
puis une theorie plus savante: ii concernoit (com me dit Hippocrate lui
mtlme, en ne parlant, il est vrai, que de la partie alimcntairc ), ii conccrnoit 
et les mu.lades pour leur retablissement, et !cs gens bien portans pour la 
conservation de leur sante, et Jes personnes linees aux cxercices gymnas
tiques pour l'accroissement de leurs forces. On savoit au juste cc qu'il 
falloit pour conserver seulement le corps en bon etat ou pour traiter un 
malade - pour former un militaire ou pour faire un athlete- et en pnrticu· 
lier, un lutteur, un coureur, un sautcur, un pugiliste. Une classe d'hom
mes, les maitrcs des gymnases, etoient exclusivcment adonnes a la culture 
de cet art, auquel les medecins participoicnt dans lcs Jimites de leur pro
fession; et Hippocrate, qui dans !es Aphorismes, invoque l'exemple des 
athletes, nous parle duns le Traite des Articulations des personnes maigres, 
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The physician acquired his knowledge from observation of men 
sick as well as healthy, and from a careful notice of the way in 
which the human body was acted upon by surrounding agents 
and circumstances: and this same knowledge was not less neces
sary for the trainer; so that the same place which contained the 
best men in the latter class was also likely to be distinguished in 
the former. It is not improbable that this celebrity of Kroton 
may have been one of the reasons which determined Pythagoras 
to go thither; for among the precepts ascribed to him, precise 
rules as to diet and bodily regulation occupy a prominent place. 
The medical or surgical celebrity of Demoke<les (son-in-law of 
the Pythagorean l\Iilo), to whom allusion has been made in a 
former chapter, is contemporaneous with the presence of Pythag
oras at Kroton; and the medical men of l\Iagna Grmcia main
tained themselves in credit, as rivals of the schools of the As
klepiads at Kos and Knidus, throughout all the fifth and fourth 
centuries B.c. 

The biographers of Pythagoras tell us that his arrival there, 
his preaching, and his conduct, produced an effect almost electric 
upon the minds of the people, with an extensive reform, public as 
well as priYate. Political discontent was repressed, incontinence 
disappeared, luxury became discredited, and the women, hastened 
to exchange their golden ornaments for the simplest attire. No 
less than two thousand persons were converted at his first preach-· 
ing; and so effective were his discourses to the youth, that the 
Supreme Council of One Thousand invited him into their assem
bly, solicited his advice, and even offered to constitute him their 

qui n'ayant pas ete amaigris par un procetle regnlicr de !'art, ont les chairs 
muqucuses. Les anciens mcdccins savoient, comme on le voit, procurer 
l'amaigrisscment conformcmcnt a l'art, ct reconnoitre a ses cffcts un 
amaigrissement irregulicr: toutes choses auxquellcs nos medecins sont 
etrangers, et dont on ne retrouve !'analogue que parmi !es entraineurs An
glois. Au reste cct ensemble de connoissances empiriques et theoriqucs 
doit @tre mis au rang des pertes filcheuscs qui ont accompagne la longue ct 
turbulente transition dn monde ancicn au monde modcme. Les admira
bles institutions dcstinees dans l'antiquite a developper et affermir le corys, 
ont disparu: !'hygiene publique est dCstituee a cet egard de toute direction 
scientifique et generale, et demeure abandonnee completement au hasard." 

See also the remarks of Plato respecting Herodikus, De Republica, iii, p. 
406; Aristotel. Politic. iii, II, 6; iv, I, I ; viii, 4, I. 

VOL. IV. 26oc. 



402 IDSTORY OF GREECE. 

prytanis, or president, while his wife and daughter were placed 
at the head of the religious processions of females.I Nor was 
Lis influence confined to Kroton. Other towns in Italy and 
Sicily, - Sybaris, 1\Ietapontum, Rhegium, Katana, Himera, etc., 
all felt the benefit of his exhortations, which extricated some of 
them even from slavery. Such are the tales of which the biog
raphers of Pythagoras are full.2 . And we see that even the 
disciples of Aristotle, about the year 300 B. c., -Aristoxenus, 
Dikrearchus, IIerakleides of Pontus, etc., are hardly less charged 
with them than the Neo-Pythagoreans of three or four .centuries 
later: they doubtless heard them from their contemporary Py
thagoreans,3 the last members of a declining sect, among whom 

1 Valerius Maxim. viii, 15, xv, l; Jamblichus, Vit. Pyth. c. 45; Timreus, 
Fragm. 78, ed. Didot. 

2 l'orphyry, Vit. Pythag. c. 21-54; Jamblich. 33-35, 166. 
3 The compilations of Porphyry and Jamblichus on the life of Pythag

oras, copied from a great variety of authors, will doubtless contain some 
truth amidst their confused heap of statements, many incredible, and 
nearly all unauthenticated. But it is very difficult to single out what 
these portions of truth really arc. Even Aristoxcnus and Dikroarchus, 
the best authors from whom these biographers quote, Jived near two 
centuries after the dcnth of Pythagoras, anrl do not appear ·to have 
had any early memorials to consult, nor any better informants than the 
contemporary Pythagorcans,-thc lust of an expiring sect, and prob
ably among the least eminent for intellect, since the philosophers of the 
Sokratic school in its various branches ean-ied off the acute and aspiring 
young men of that time. 

Meiners, in his Geschichte der \Vissenschaften (Yol. i, b. iii, p. 191, seq.), 
has given a careful analysis of the various authors from whom the two 
biographers ha~·e borrowed, and a compnri;tive estimate of their trustwor
thiness. It is an excclleut piece of historical criticism, though the author 
exaggerates both the merits and the influence of the first Pythagoreans : 
Kiessling, in the notes to his edition of Jamblichus, has gh·cn some extracts 
from it, but by no means enough to dispense with the perusal of the orig
inal. I think Meiners allows too much credit, on the whole, to Aristox
enus (seep. 214), and makes too little deduction for the various stories, 
difficult to be believed, of which Aristoxenus is given as the source: of 
course the latter could not furnish better matter than he heard from his 
own witnesses. \Vhere Mciners's judgment is more severe, it is also better 
borne out, especially respecting Porphyry himself, and his scholar Jambli
chus. These later Pythagorean philosophers seem to have set up as a 
formal canon of credibility, that which many religious men of antiquity 
acted upon from a mere unconscious sentiment and fear of giving offence 
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the attributes of the primitive founder passed for godlike, but 
who had no memorials, no historical judgment, and no means of 
forming a true conception of Kroton as it stood in 530 B.c.1 

To trace these tales to a true foundation is impossible: but we 
may entertain reasonable belief that the success of Pythagoras, 
as a person favored by the gods and patentee of divine secrets, 
was very great, - that he procured to himself both the reverence 
of the multitude and the peculiar attachment and obedience of 
many devoted adherents, chiefly belonging to the wealthy and 
powerful classes, - that a select body of these adherent5, three 
hundred in number, bound themselves by a sort of vow both to 
Pythagoras and to each other, and adopted a peculiar diet, ritual, 
and observances, as a token of union, - though without anything 
like community of property, which some have ascribed to them. 
Such a band of men, standing high in the city for wealth and station, 
and bound together by this intimate tie, came by almost unconscious 
tendency to mingle political ambition with religious and scientific 
pursuits. Political clubs with sworn members, under one form 
or another, were a constant phenomenon in the Grecian cities,2 

to the gods, - That it was not right to disbelieve any story recounted respect
ing the gods, and wherein the divine agency was introduced: no one could 
tell but what it might be true: to deny its truth, was to set bounds to the 
divine omnipotence. Accordingly, they made no difficulty in belic,·ing 
what was recounted about Aristreus, Abaris, and other eminent subjects of 
mythes (Jamblichus, Vit. Pyth. c. 138-148) - Kat rovro ye 7ravur ol 
IIvi'iayopetOl oµ{,)r exovcn 7rlCJTfVTlKW~' olov 7repl 'Apu;raiov Kat 'A{3iiptoor r1l 
µvi'io/,oyovµeva Kat /)era uA/,a roiavra .Aiyerat • ••••• TWV TOlOVT{,)V Oe TWV 
OOKOVVT{,)V µvi'iucwv u7roµv11µovevovcrtv, wr ovoev U7rlCJroiivrer OTl 
ii.v cir TO i'ielov uviiy11rat. Also, not less form~lly laid down in 
Jamblichus, Adhortatio ad Philosophiam, as the fourth Symbolum, p. 324, 
ed. Kiessling. ITept {)eCJv µ11oi-v i'iavµacrrov umcrrtl, µ11oe 7rtpt &efov ooyµii
T{,)V. Reasoning from their principles, this was a consistent corollary to 
lay down ; but it helps us to estimate their value as selectors and discrim
inators of accounts respecting Pythagoras. The extravagant compliments 
paid by the emperor Julian in his letters to Jamblichus will not suffice to 
establish the authority of the latter as a critic and witness: see the Epis
tolre, 34, 40, 41, in IIeyler's edit. of Julian's letters. 

1 Aulus Gell. N. A. iv, II. Apollonius (ap. Jamblich. c. 262) alludes to 
Ta v7roµvi/µara rwv Kporc.ivwrwv: what the date of these may be, we do 
not know, but there is no reason to believe them anterior to Aristoxenus. 

9 Thucyd. viii, 54. rii.r Evv"'µocriar, afaep lrvy;i:avov 7rporepov oilcrat lv rj 
'll"OAEl l11"t oiKa1r IWL upxai>. a7racrar t7reAi'iwv, etc. 
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and the Pythagorean order at its first formation was the most 
efficient of all clubs; since it presented an intimacy of attach
ment among its members, as well as a feeling of haughty 
exclusiveness against the public without, such as no other frater
nity could parallel.I The devoted attachment of Pythagoreans 
towards each other is not less emphatically set forth than their 
contempt for every one else. In fact, these two attributes of the 
order seem the best ascertained, as well as the most permanent 
of all: moreover, we may be sure that the peculiar observances 
of the order passed for exemplary virtues in the eyes of its 
members, and exalted ambition into a duty, by making them 
sincerely believe that they were the only persons fit to govern. 
It is no matter of surprise, then, to learn that the Pythagoreans 
gradually drew to themselves great ascendency in the government 
of Kroton. And as similar clubs, not less influential, were formed 
at 1\Ietapontum and other places, so the Pythagorean order spread 
its net anrl dictated the course of affairs over a large portion of 
1\Iagna Gra'cia. Such ascendency of the Pythagoreans must 
have procured for the master himself some real, and still more 
supposed, influence owr the march of government at Kroton and 
elsewhere, of a nature not then possessed by any of his contem
poraries throughout Greece.I! But his influence was probably 
exercised in the background, through the medium of the brother
l1ood who reverenced him: for it is hardly conformable to Greek 
manners that a stranger of his character should guide personally 
and avowedly the political affairs of any Grecian city. 

On this important passage, in whi<"h Thucydides notes the political clubs 
of Athens as sworn societies, - numerous, notorious, and efficient, - I 'shall 
speak farther in a future stage of the history. Dr. Arnold has a good note 
on the passage. 

1 Justin, xx, 4. "Seu trecenti ex jnvenibus cum sodalitii juris sacra
rn~nto quodam nexi, separatam a cetcris civibns vitam exercereut, quasi 
cmtnm clandestinre conjnrationis haberent, civitatem in se converterunt." 

Compare Diogen. Laert. viii, 3; Apollonius ap. Jamblich. c. 254; Por
phyry, Vit. Pyth. c. 33. 

The story of the devoted attachments of the two Pythagoreans Damon 
and Phintias appears to be very well attested: Aristoxcnns heard it from 
the lips of the younger Dionysins the despot, whose sentence had elicited 
such manifestation of friendship (Porphyry, Vit. Pyth. c. 59-62; Cicero, 
De Officiis, iii, 10; and Davis ad Cicero, Tnsc. Disp. v. 22). 

Plutarch, Philosoph. cum Principib.c.i,p. 777. UV o' upxovror uvopiJ~ Kai I 
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Nor are we to believe that Pythagoras came originally to Kro
ton with the express design of creating for himself an ascendent 
political position, - still less that he came for the purpose of 
realizing a great preconceived political idea, and transforming 
Kroton into a model-city of pure Dorism, as has been supposed 
by some eminent modern authors. Such schemes might indeed 
be ascribed to him by Pythagoreans of the Platonic age, when 
large ideas of political amelioration were rife in the minds of 
speculative men, - by men disposed to forego the authorship of 
their own opinions, and preferring to accredit them as traditions 
handed down from a founder who had left no memorials; but it 
requires better evidence than theirs to make us believe that any 
real Greek born in 580 B.c. actually conceived such plans. "\Ve 
cannot construe the scheme of Pythagoras as going farther than 
the formation of a private, select order of brethren, embracing his 
religious fancies, ethical tone, and germs of scientific idea, - and 
manifesting adhesion by those observances which Herodotus and 
Plato call the Pythagorean orgies and mode of life. And his 
private order became politically powerful, because he was skilful 
or fortunate enough to enlist a suflicient number of wealthy 
Krotoniates, possessing individual influence which they strength
ened immensely by thus regimenting themselves in intimate 
union. The Pythagorean orgies or religious ceremonies were 
not inconsistent with public activity, bodily as well as mental: 
probably the rich men of the order may have been rendered eveu 
more active, by being fortified against the temptations of a life of 
indulgence. The character of the order as it first stood, different 
from that to which it wa:> afterwards reduced, was indeed reli
gious and exclusive, but also active and domineering ; not despis
ing any of those bodily accomplishments which increased the 
etliciency of the Grecian citizen, and which so particularly har
monized with the preexisting tendencies of Kroton.l Niebuhr 

'lrDALTlKOV Kai; 7rpaKTLKOV Ka1%:ifn/Tal (o <filAOC10<j>or) Ka~ TOVTOV ava7rAfiav KO· 

}.oKq.yai'Jiar, 'lrOAAovr OL' tvor w<J>i'A11aev, wr Ilvi'Jayopar TOl> 7rp<.JTEVOVC1l TiJV 
'Iral.t<.JTwv avyyevoµevor. 

1 I transcribe here the summary given by Krische, at the close of his Dis
sertation on the Pythagorean order, p. I 01 : " Societatis scopns fuit mere 
politicus, ut lapsam optinrntium potestatem non modo in pristinum restitu
eret, sed finnaret amplificaretque: cwn summo hoc scopo duo conjnncti 
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and O. l\Iiiller have even supposed that the select Three Hun
dred Pythagoreans constituted a sort of smaller senate at that 

fuerunt; moralis alter, alter ad literas spectans. Discipulos suos bonos 
probosque homines reddere voluit Pythagoras, et ut civitatem moderantes 
potestate sua non abuterentur ad plebem opprimcndam; et ut plebs, intelli
gens suis commodis consuli, conditione sua contenta esset. Quoniam vero 
bonum sapicnsquc modcramcn nisi a prudente Iitcrisque exculto viro cx
spcctari (non) licet, philosophire studium neccssarium duxit Samius iis, qui 
ad civitatis clavum tcnendum se accingerent." 

This is the general view (coinciding substantially with that of O. Millier, 
-Dorians, iii, 9, 16) given by an author who has gone through the evi
dences with care and learning. It differs on some important points from the 
idea which I conceive of the primitive master and his contemporary breth
ren. It leaves out the religious ascendency, which I imagine to have stood 
first among the means as well as among the premcditatecl purposes of Py
thagoras, and sets forth a reformatory political scheme as clircctlycontempla
ted by him, of which there is no proof. Though the political ascendency 
of the early Pythagoreans is the most prominent feature in their early his
tory, it is not to be considered as the manifestation of any peculiar or set
tlecl political iclca, - it is rather a result of their position and means of 
union. Ritter observes, in my opinion more justly: ""\Ve must not be
lieve that the mysteries of the Pythagorean order were of a simply political 
character: the most probable accounts warrant us in considering that its 
central point was a mystic religious teaching," ( Geschicht. der Philosophic, 
b. iv, ch. i, vol. i, pp. 365-368 :) compare Hoeck. Kreta, vol. iii, p. 223. 

Krische Ip. 32) as well as Boeckh (Philolaus, pp. 39-42) ancl 0. l\fiillcr 
assimilate the Pythagorean life to the Dorian or Spartan habits, ancl call 
the Pythagorean philosophy the expression of Grecian Dorism, as opposed 
to the Ionians and the Ionic philosophy. I confess that I perceive no anal
ogy between the two, either in action or speculation. The Spartans stand 
completely distinct from other Dorians; and even the Spartan habits of life, 
though they present some points of resemblance with the boclily training 
of the Pythagoreans, exhibit still more important points of difference, in 
respect to religious peculiarity and mysticism, as well as to scientific ele
ment embodied with it. The Pythagorean philosophy, and the Eleatic 
philosophy, were both equally opposed to the Ionic; yet neither of them is 
in any way connected with Dorian tendencies. Neither Elea nor Kroton 
were Doric cities ; moreover, Xenophanes as well as Pythagoras were 
both Ionians. 

The general assertions respecting Ionic mobility and inconstancy, con
trasted with Doric constancy and steadiness, will not be found borne out by 
a study of facts. The Dorism of Pythagoras appears to me a complete 
fancy. 0. Miiller even turns Kroton into a Dorian city, contrary to all 
evidence. 
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city,1 - an hypothesis no way probable; we may rather conceive 
them as a powerful private club, exercising ascendency in the 
interior of the senate, and governing through the medium of the 
constituted authorities. Nor can we receive without great allow
ance the assertion of Varro,2 who, assimilating Pythagoras to 
Plato, tells us that he confined his instructions on matters of 
government to chosen disciples, who had gone through a com
plete training, and had reached the perfection of wisdom and 
virtue. It seems more probable that the political Pythagoreans 
were those who were most qualified for action, and least for spec
ulation. And we may reasonably suppose in the general of the 
order that skill in turning to account the aptitudes of individuals, 
which two centuries ago was so conspicuous in the Jesuits; to 
whom, in various ways, the Pythagoreans bear considerable re
semblance. All that we can be said to know about their political 
principles is, that they were exclusive and aristocratical, adYerse 
to the control and interference of the people ; a circumstance no 
way disadvantageous to them, since they coincided in this respect 
with the existing government of the city, - had not their own 
conduct brought additional odium on the old aristocracy, and 
raised up an aggravated democratical opposition, carried to the 
most deplorable lengths of violence. 

All the information which we possess, apocryphal as it is, re
specting this memorable club, is derived from its warm admirers; 
yet even their statements are enough to explain how it came to 
provoke deadly and extensive enmity. A stranger coming to 
teach new religious dogmas and observances, with a tincture of 
science and some new ethical ideas and phases, though he 
would obtain some zealous votaries, would also bring upon him
self a certain measure of antipathy. Extreme strictness of ob
servances, combined with the art of touching skilfully the springs 
of religious terror in others, would indeed do much both to for
tify and to exalt him. But when it wad discovered that science, 
philosophy, and even the mystic revelations of religion, whatever 
they were, remained confined to the private talk and practice of 

1 Niebuhr, Romisch. Gesch. i, p. 165, 2d edit.; 0. Miiller, Hist. of Dori
ans, iii, 9, 16 : Krische is opposed to this idea, sect. v, p. 84. 

1 Varro ap. Augustin. de Ordine, ii, 30; Krische, p. 77. 
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the disciples, and were thus thrown into the background, while 
all that was seen and felt without, was the political predominance 
of an ambitious fraternity, - we need not wonder that Pythagor
ism in all its parts became odious to a large portion of the com
munity. :Moreover, we find the order represented not merely as 
constituting a devoted and exclusive political party, but also as 
manifesting an ostentatious self-conceit throughout their personal 
demeanor,1 - refusing the hand of fellowship to all except the 
brethren, and disgusting especially their own familiar friends and 
kinsmen. So far as we know Grecian philosophy, this is the 
only instance in which it was distinctly abused for political and 
party objects: the early days of the Pythagorean order stand 
distinguished for such perversion, which, fortunately for the prog
ress of philosophy, never presented itself afterwards in Greece.2 
Even at Athens, however, we shall hereafter see that Sokrates, 
though standing really aloof from all party intrigue, incurred 
much of his unpopularity from supposed political conjunction with 
Kritias and Alkibiades,3 to which, indeed, the orator 1Eschin~s 

1 Apollonius ap. Jamblichum, V. P. c. 254, 255, 256, 257. fiyrµ6vrr oe 
lyivovro rl/r rlwpopii.r al rair GVyyrveiair Kai rair al Kn 6r1/ <H v lyyvrara 
1rn-&raT1JKOTEr rijv IIv-&ayoprtCJV. Airtov o' ~v, OTl TU µ'i:v 1roA.1.<L abrovr 
l/,,v1m rwv r.parroµiv<Jv, etc. : compare also the lines descriptive of Pythag
oras, c. 259. Tovr µ'f:v tutipovr ~yev iaovr µaKapraat -&roiat. Tov(" o' ai\.
i.ovi- fiyelr' ovr' lv Aoyr,i, lv U.pi-&µCiJ. 

That this Apollonius, cited both by Jamblichus and by Porphyry, is 
Apollonius of Tyana, has been rendered probable by Meiners (Gesch. der 
Wisscnsch. v. i, pp. 239-245) : compare \Vclcker, Prolegomena ad Theognid. 
pp. xlv, xlvi. 

'Vhcn we read the life of Apollonius by Philostratus, we see that the 
former was himself extremely communicative: he might be the rather dis
posed therefore to think that the seclusion and reserve of Pythagoras was a. 
defect, and to ascribe to it much of the mischief which afterwards overtook 
the order. 

• Schlciermacher observes, that "Philosophy among the Pythagoreans was 
connected with political objects, and their school with a practical brotherly 
partnership, such as was never on any other occasion seen in Greece." (In
troduction to his Translation of Plato, p. 12.) See also Theopompus, Fr. 
68, ed. Didot, apud Athcnreum, v, p. 213, and Euripides, Medea, 294. 

a Xenophon, Memorab. i, 2, 12 ; .lEschines, cont. Timarch. c. 34. vµelr, "1 
'Ai711vaioi, r,CJKpar11 rilv aognar~v U.r.rKrt[vare, ort Kptriav l~av11 1rtiratoev,. 
l(i;ir, lva TWV TptuKOVTa. 
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distinctly ascribes his condemnation, speaking about sixty years 
after the event. Had Sokrates been known as the founder of a 
band holding together intimately for ambitious purposes, the re
sult would have been eminently pernicious to philosophy, and 
probably much sooner pernicious to himself. 

It was this cause which brought about the complete and vio
lent destruction of the Pythagorean order. Their ascendency 
had provoked such wide-spread discontent, that their enemies 
became emboldened to employ extreme force against them. Ky
lon and Ninon - the former of whom is said to have sought ad
mittance into the order, but to have been rejected on account of 
his bad character - took the lead in pronounced opposition to 
the Pythagoreans; and the odium which the latter had incurred 
extended itself farther to the Senate of One Thousand, through 
the medium of which their ascendency had been exercised. Prop
ositions were made for ·rendering the government more demo
cratical, and for constituting a new senate, taken by lot from all 
the people, before which the magistrates should go through their 
trial of accountability after office ; an opportunity being chosen 
in which the Senate of One Thousand had given signal offence 
by refusing to divide among the people the recently conquered 
territory of Sybaris.I In spite of the opposition of the Pythag
oreans, this change of government was carried through. Ninon 
and Kylon, their principal enemies, made use of it to exasperate 
the people still farther against the order, until they provoked 
actual popular violence against it. The Pythagoreans were 
attacked when assembled in their meeting-house near the temple 
of Apollo, or, as some said, in the house of Milo: the building 
was set on fire, and many of the members perished ;2 none bu·t 
the younger and more vigorous escaping. Similar disturbances, 
and the like violent suppression of the order, with destruction of 
several among the leading citizens, are said to have taken place 

1 This is stated in Jamblichus, c. 255 ; yet it is difficult to believe; for if 
the fact had been so, the destruction of the Pythagoreans would naturally 
have produced an allotment and permanent occupation of the Sybaritan 
territory, - which certainly diu not take place, for Sybaris remained with
out resident possessors until the foundation of Thurii. 

1 Jamblichus. c, 255-259; Porphyry, c. 54-57; Diogen. LaCrt. viii, 39; 
Diodor. x, Fragm. vol. iv, p. 56, Wess. 
· VOL. IV. 18 
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in other cities of Magna Grrecia, - Tarentum, Metapontum, 
Kaulonia. And we are told that these cities remained for some 
time in a state of great disquietude and commotion from which 
they were only rescued by the friendly mediation of the Pelo
ponnesian Achreans, the original founders of Sybaris and Kro
ton, - assisted, indeed, by mediators from other parts of Greece. 
The cities were at length pacified, and induced to adopt an amica
ble congress, with common religious festivals at a temple founded 
expressly for the purpose, and dedicated to Zeus Homarius.1 

Thus perished the original Pythagorean order. Respecting 
Pythagoras himself, there were conflicting accounts ; some rep
resenting that he was burnt in the temple with his disciples ;2 
others, that he had died a short time previously ; others again 
affirmed that he was alive at the time, but absent, and that he 
died not long afterwards in exile, after forty days of voluntary 
abstinence from food. His tomb was still shown at JHetapontum 
in the days of Cicero.3 As an active brotherhood, the Pythago

1 Polyb. ii, 39; Plutarch, De Genio Socratis, c. 13, p. 583; Aristoxenus, 
ap. Jamblich. c. 250. That the enemies of the order attacked it by set
ting fire to the house in which the members were assembled, is the cir
cumstance in which all accounts agree. On all other points there is great 
discrepancy, especially respecting the names and dates of tbe Pythago
reans who escaped: Boeckh (Philolaus, p. 9, seq.) and Brandis (Hand
buch der Gesch. Philos. ch. lxxiii, p. 432) try to reconcile these discrep
ancies. 

Aristophanes introduces Strepsiades, at the close of the Nubes, as set 
ting fire to the meeting-house ( <f>povru1Tf/piov) of Sokrates and his disciple 
possibly the Pythagorean conflagration may have suggested this. 
. ' "Pythagoras Samius suspicione dominatils injusti\ vivus in fano con
crematus est." (Arnobius adv. Gentes, lib. i, p. 23, ed. Elmenhorst.) 

3 Cicero, De Finib. v, 2 (who seems to have copied from Dikrearchus: 
see Fuhr. ad Dikroarchi Fragment. p. 55) ; Justin, xx, 4; Diogen. La<!rt. 
viii, 40; Jamblichus, V. P. c. 249. 

0. Mfiller says (Dorians, iii, 9, 16 ), that" the influence of the Pythago
rean league upon the administration of the Italian states was of the most 
beneficial kind, which continued for many generations after the dissolution 
of the league itself." 

The first of these two assertions cannot be made out, and depends only 
on the statements of later encomiasts, who even supply materials to 
contradict their own general view. The ·judgment of W clcker respecting 

· the influence of the Pythagoreans, much less favorable, is at the same time 
more probable. (Prrefat. ad Theoguid. p. xiv.) 
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reans never revived; but the dispersed memoers came together 
as a sect, for common religious observances and common pursuit 
of science. They were readmitted, after some interval, into the 
cities of l\Iagna Grrecia,1 from which they had been originally 
expelled, but to which the sect is always considered as particularly 
belonging, - though individual members of it are found be
sides at Thebes and other cities of Greece. Indeed, some of 
these later Pythagoreans sometimes even acquired great political 
influence, as we see in the case of the Tarentin.e Archytas, the 
contemporary of Plato. 

It has already been stated that the period when Pythagoras 
arrived at Kroton may be fixed somewhere between B.c. 540
530; and his arrival is said to have occurred at a time of great 
depression in the minds of the Krotoniates. They had recently 
been defeated by the united Lokrians and Rhegians, vastly infe
rior to themselves in number, at the river Sagra; and the humil
iation thus brought upon them is said to have rendered them 
docile to the training of the Samian missionary.2 As the birth 
of the Pythagorean order is thus connected with the defeat of 
the Krotoniates at the Sagra, so its extinction is also connected 
with their victory over the Sybarites at the river Traeis, or Tri
onto, about twenty years afterwards. 

The second of the two assertions appears to me quite incorrect; the in· 
f!ucnce of the Pythagorean order on the government of l\Iagna Grrecia 
ceased altogether, as far as we arc able to judge. An individual I>ythago
rcan like Archytas might obtain influence, but this is not the influence of 
the order. Nor ought O. l\Itiller to talk about the Italian Greeks giving up 
the Doric customs and adopting an Achrean government. There is nothing 
to prove that Kroton ever had Doric customs. 

l Aristotel. de Crelo, ii, 13. ol rrept T~V 'IraA.iav, KaAovµevot. oe ITv&ay
opelot. "Italici philosophi quondam nominati." (Cicero, De Senect. 
c. 21.) 

2 Heyne places the date of the battle of Sagra about 5601 n.c. ; but this is 
very uncertain. See his Opuscula, vol. ii, Prolus. ii, pp. 53, and Prolus. x, p. 
184. See also Justin, xx, 3, and Strabo, vi, pp. 261-263. It will be seen 
that the latter conceives the battle of the Sagra as having happened after 
the destruction of Sybaris by the Krotoniates ; for he states twice that the 
Krotoniates lost so many citizens at the Sagra, that the city did not long 
survive so terrible a blow: he cannot, therefore, have supposed that the 
complete triumph of the Krotoniates over the great Sybaris was gained 
afterwards. 
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Of the history of these two great Achrean cities we unfortu
nately know very little. 'Though both were powerful, yet down 
to the period of 510 B.c., Sybaris seems to have been decidedly 
the greatest: of its dominion as well as of its much-denounced 
luxury I have spoken in a former chapter.I It was at that time 
that the war broke out between them which ended in the destruc
tion of Sybaris. It is certain that the Sybaritans were aggres
sors in the war ; but by what causes it had been preceded in 
their own town, or what provocation they had received, we make 
out very indistinctly. There had been a political revolution at 
Sybaris, we are told, not long before, in wllich a popular leader 
named Tclys had headed a rising against the oligarchical gov
ernment, and induced the people to banish five hundred of the 
leading rich men, as well as to confiscate their properties. Ile 
had acquired the sove,reignty and become despot of Sybaris ;2 and 
it appears that he, or his rule at Sybaris, was much abhorred at 
Kroton, - since the Krotoniate Philippus, a man of splendid mus
cular form and an Olympic victor, was exiled for having engaged 
himself to marry the daughter of Telys.3 According to the nar
rative given by the later Pythagoreans, those exiles, whom Telys 
had driven from Sybaris, took refuge at Kroton, and cast them
selves as suppliants on the altars for protection. It may well be, 
indeed, that they were in part Pythagoreans of Sybaris. A 
body of powerful exiles, harbored in a town so close at hand, nat
urally inspired alarm, and Telys demanded that they should be 
delivered up, threatening war in case of refusal. This demand 
excited consternation at Kroton, since the military strength of 
Sybaris was decidedly superior. The surren<ler of the exiles 
was much debated, and almost decreed, by the Krotoniates, until 

1 See above, vol. iii, chap. xxii. 
• Diodor. xii, 9. Herodotus calls Telys in one place (3a171/,.ija, in another 

Tvpavvov of Sybaris (v, 44): this is not at variance with the story of 
Diodorus. 

The story given by Athenrous, out of IIerakleides Ponticus, respecting 
the subversion of the dominion of Te!ys, cannot be reconciled either with. 
Herodotus or Diodorus (Athenrous, xii, p. 522). Dr. Thirlwall supposes 
the deposition of TC!ys to have occmTed between the defeat at the Traeis 
and the capture of Sybaris ; but this is inconsistent with the statement of 
Herakleides, and not coimtenanced by any other evidence. 

3 Ilerodot. v, 47. 
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at length the persuasion of Pythagoras himself is said to have 
determined them to risk any hazard sooner than incur the dis
honor of betraying suppliants. 

On the demand of the Sybarites being refused, Telys marched 
against Kroton, at the head of a force which is reckoned at three 
hundred thousand men.l He marched, too, in defiance of the strong
est religious warnings against the enterprise, - for the sacrifices, 
offered on his behalf by the Iamid prophet Kallias of Elis, were 
decisively unfavorable, and the prophet himself fled in terror to 
Kroton.2 Near the river Traeis, or Trionto, he was met by the 
forces of Kroton, consisting, we are informed, of one hundred 
thousand men, and commanded by the great athlete and Pythag
orean l\Iilo; who was clothed, we are told, in the costume and 
armed with the club of Herakles. They were farther reinforced, 
however, by a valuable ally, the Spartan Dorieus, younger 
brother of king Kleomenes, then coasting along the gulf of Taren
tum with a body of colonists, intending to found a settlement in 
Sicily. A bloody battle was fought, in which the Sybarites were 
totally 'worsted, with prodigious slaughter; while the victors, 
fiercely provoked and giving no quarter, followed up the pursuit 
so warmly that they took the city, dispersed its inhabitants, and 
crushed its whole power3 in the short space of seventy days. 
The Sybarites fled in great part to Laus and Skidrus,4 their 
settlements planteu on the Mediterranean coast, across the Cala
brian peninsula. And so eager were the Krotoniates to render 
the site of Sybaris untenable, that they turned the course of the 
river Krathis so as to overwhelm and destroy it: the dry bed in 
which the river had originally flowed was still visible in the time 
of Hero<lotus,5 who was among the settlers in the town of Thurii, 
afterwards founded; nearly adjoining. 

1 Diodor. xii, 9; Strabo, vi, p. 263; Jamblichus, Vit. Pythag. c. 260; 
Skymn. Chi. v, 340. s Herodot. v, 44. 

3 Diodor. xii, 9, 10; Strabo, vi, p. 263. 
• 4 Herodot. vi, 21 ; Strabo, vi, p. 253. 

& Herodot. v, 45; Diodor. xii, 9, 10; Strabo, vi, p. 263. Strabo men
tions expressly the turning of the river for the purpose of overwhelm
ing the city, - tAuvre~ yap r~v 'll"OAlV l'll"~yayov riJv 'l!"oraµiJv 1cat Kare
KAvcrav. It is to this change in the channel of the river that I refer the 
expression in Herodotus,-reµev6~ re Kat V1JOV lovra Trap a rilv g11piJv 

18* 
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It appears, however, that the Krotoniates for a long time kept 
the site of Sybaris deserted, refusing even to allot the territory 
among the body of their own citizens: from which circumstances, 
as has been before noticed, the commotion against the Pythago
rean order is said to have arisen. They may perhaps have been· 
afrai<l of the name and recollections of the city; wherein no 
large or permanent establishment was ever formed, until Thurii 
was established by Athens about sixty-five years afterwards. 
Nevertheless, the name of the Sybarites did not perish. Hav
ing maintained themselves at Laos, Skidros, and elsewhere, they 
afterwards formed the privileged Old-citizens among the colonists 
of Thurii; but misbehaved themselves in that capacity, and 
were mostly either slain or expelled. Even after that, however, 
the name of Sybaris still remained on a reduced scale in some 
portion of the territory. Herodotus recounts what he was told 
by the Sybarites, and we find subsequent indications of them 
even as late as Theokritus. 

The"'"conquest and destruction of the original Sybaris - per
haps in 510 B.C. the greatest of all Grecian cities - ap"pears to 
have excited a strong sympathy in the Hellenic world. In 
Miletus, especially, with which it had maintained intimate union, 
the grief was so vehement, that all the 1\Iilesians shaved their 
heads in token of mourning.I The event happened just at the 
time of the expulsion of Hippias from Athens, an<l must have 
made a sensible revolution in the relations of the Greek cities on 

Kpatrw. It was natural that the old deserted bed of the river should be 
called" the dry Krathis:" whereas, if we suppose that there was only one 
channel, the expression has no appropriate meaning. For I do not think 
that any one can be well satisfied with the explanation of Bahr: "Vocatur 
Crathis hoc loco E11pi>r siccus, ut qui hieme fluit, restatis vero tempore exsic
catus est: quod adhuc in multis Italire infcrioris fluviis observant." I doubt 
whether this be true, as a matter of fact, respecting the river Krathis (see 
my preceding volume, ch. xxii), but even if the fact were true, the epithet 
in Bahr's sense has no especial significance for the purpose contempla1Id 
by Herodotus, who mer-0ly wishes to describe the site of the temple erected 
by Dorieus. "Near the Krathis,'' or "near the dry Krathis," would be 
equivalent expressions, if we adopted Bahr's construction; whereas to say, 
''near the d~serteil channel of tho Krathis," would be a good local desig
uation. 1 Herodot. vi, 21. 
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the Italian coast with the rustic population of the interior. The 
Krotoniates might destroy Sybaris, and disperse its inhabitants, 
but they could not succeed to its wide dominion over dependent 
territory; and the extinction of this great aggregate power, 
stretching across the peninsula from sea to sea, lessened the 
means of resistance against the Oscan movements from the 
inland. From this time forward, the cities of Magna Grmcia, 
as well as those of Ionia, tend to decline in consequence, while 
Athens, on the other hand, becomes both more conspicuous and 
more powerful. At the invasion of Greece by Xerxes, thirty 
years after this conquest of Sybaris, Sparta and Athens send to 
ask for aid both from Sicily and Korkyra, - but not from Magna 
Grrecia. 

It is much to be regretted that we do not possess fuller infor
mation respecting these important changes among the Greco
Italian cities, but we may remark that even Heroclotus, 
himself a citizen of Thurii, ancl dwelling on the spot not more 
than eighty years after the capture of Sybaris, - evidently found 
no written memorials to consult ; and could obtain from verbal 
conversation nothing better than statements both meagre and 
contradictory. The material circumstance, for example, of the 
aicl renclered by the Spartan Dorieus ancl his colonists, though 
positively asserted by the Sybarites, was as positively denied by 
the Krotoniates, who alleged that they had accomplishecl the 
conquest by themselves, and with· their own unaided forces. 
There can be little hesitation in crediting the affirmative asser
tion of the Sybarites, who showed to Herodotus a temple and 
precinct erected by the Spartan prince in testimony of his share 
in the victory, on the banks of the dry, deserted channel, out of 
which the Krathis had been turned, and in honor of the Krathian 
Athene.I This of itself forms a proof, coupled with the positive 
assertion of the Sybarites, sufficient for the case. But they pro
duced another intlircct argument to confirm it, which deserves 
notice. Dorieus had attacked Sybaris while he was pa5sing 
along the coast of Italy to go and found a colony in Sicily, under 
the express mantlate and encouragement of the oracle; and after 
tarrying awhile at Sybaris, he pursued his journey to the south

1 Ilcrouot. v, 45. 
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western portion of Sicily, where he and nearly all his companions 
perished in a battle with the Carthaginians and Egestreans, 
though the oracle had promised him that he should acquire and 
occupy permanently the neighboring territory near l\Iount Eryx. 
Now the Sybarites deduced from this fatal disaster of Dorieus 
and his expedition, combined with the favorable promise of the 
oracle beforehand, a confident proof of the correctness of their 
own statement that he had fought at Sybaris. For if he had 
gone straight to the territory marked out by the oracle, they 
argued, without turning aside for any other object, the prophecy 
on which his hopes were founded would have been unquestionably 
realized, and he would have succeeded; but the ruinous disap
pointment which actually overtook him was at once explained, 
and the truth of prophecy vindicated, when it was recollected 
that he had turned aside to _help the Krotoniates against Sybaris, 
and thus set at nought the conditions prescribed to him. Upon 
this argument, Herodotus tells us, the Sybarites of his day 
especially insisted.I And while we note their pious and literal 
faith in the communications of an inspired prophet, we must at 
the same time observe how perfectly that faith supplied the place 
of historical premises, - how scanty their stock was of such 
legitimate evidence, - and how little they had yet learned to 
appreciate its value. 

It is to be remarked, that Herodotus, in his brief mention of 
the fatal war between Sybaris and Kroton, does not make the 
least allusion to Pythagoras or his brotherhood. The least 
which we can infer from such silence is, that the part which 
they played in reference to the war, and their general ascen
dency in l\Iagna Grrecia, was in reality less conspicuous and 
overruling than the Pythagorean historians set forth. Even 
making such allowance, however, the absence of all allusion in 
Herodotus, to the commotions which accompanied the subversion 
of the Pythagoreans, is a surprising circumstance. Nor can I 
pass over a perplexing statement in Polybius, which seems to 

IIerodot. v, 45. Toiiro oe, avroii fi.1.Jpdoc TOV -&avarov µaprvptov µiyu;
TOV '/l"OlEVVTlll (:Zvpapirat), Ort 'lrapa Ta µeµavrevµf:va '/l"OtEl.JV Ote</n'Jclp1,1. 
El yap oi] µi] 1rapi'lrp71ge µ71oev, E'lr' c;, oe lar_aA7J E'/l"Otee, el'Ae UV ri]v 'EpvKLV7JV 
"fi>p71v Ka2 t/J:jv K.armxe, ovO' UV avro, re K.a~" arpar[71 ow/n%p1,1. 

I 
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show that he too must have conceived the history of Sybaris in 
a way different from. that in which it is commonly represented. 
He tells us that after much suffering in :l\fagna Grwcia, from the 
troubles which followed the expulsion of the Pythagoreans, the 
cities were induced by Acluean mediation to come to an accom
modation, and even to establish something like a permanent 
league, with a common temple and sacrifices. Now the three 
cities which he specifies as having been the first to do this, are 
Kroton, Sybaris, and Kaulonia.l But according to the sequence 
of events and the fatal war, just described, between Kroton and 
Sybaris, the latter city must have been at that time in ruins; 
little, if at all, inhabited. I cannot but infer from this statement 
of Polybius, that he followed different authorities respecting the 
early history of Magna Grrecia in the beginning of the fifth 
century B. c. 

Indeed, the early history of these cities gives us little more 
than a few isolated facts and names. \Vith regard to their legis
lators, Zaleukus and Charondas, nothing is made out except their 
existence, - and even that fact some ancient critics contested. 
Of Zaleukus, whom chronologists place in 664 B.c., I have 
already spoken; the date of Charondas cannot be assigned, but 
we may perhaps presume that it was at some time between 
600-500 a.c. Ile was a citizen of middling station, born in the 
Chalkidic colony of Katana in Sicily,2 and he framed laws not 
only for his own city, but for the other Chalkidic cities in Sicily 

1 Polyb. ii, 39. Heyne thinks that the agreement here mentioned by Po
lybius took place Olymp. 80, 3; or, indeed, after the 1·cpopulation of tho 
Sybaritan territory hy the foundation of Thurii ( Opuscula, vol. ii; Pro
lus. x, p. 189). Ent there seems great difficulty in imagining that the 
state of violent commotion-which, according to Polyhius, was only ap
peased by this agreement - can possibly have lasted so long as half a cen
tury; the receiYed date of the overthrow of the Pythagoreans being about 
504 B.C. 

2 Aristot. Politic. ii, 9, 6; iv, 9, 10. Heyne puts Charondas much earlier 
than the foundation of Tlnu~i, in which, I think, he is undoubtedly right: 
but without determining the date more exactly ( Opnscul. Yo!. ii; Prolus. 
ix, p. 160), Charondas must certainly have been earlier than Anaxilas of 
Rhegium and the great Sicilian despots; which will place him higher than 
500 B.C. : bnt I do not know that any more precise mark of time can be 
found. 

VOL. IV. 27oc. 
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and Italy, - Leontini, Naxos, Zankle, and Rhegium. The laws 
and the solemn preamble ascribed to hini by Diodorus and 
Stobreus, belong to a later day,1 and we are obliged to content 
ourselves with collecting the brief hints of Aristotle, who tells 
us that the laws of Charondas descended to great minuteness of 
distinction and specification, especially in graduating the fine for 
offences according to the property of the guilty person fined,2 
but that there was nothing in his laws strictly original and pecu
liar, except that he was the first to introduce the solemn indictment 
against perjured witnesses before justice. The perjured witness, 
in Grecian ideas, was looked upon as having committed a crime 
half religious, half civil; and the indictment raised against him, 
known by a peculiar name, partook of both characters, approach
ing in some respects to the procedure against a murderer. Such 
distinct form of indictment against perjured testimony-with its 
appropriate name,3 which we shall find maintained at Athens 

1 Diodorus, xii, 35; Stobreus, Senn. xliv. 20-40; Cicero de Legg. ii, 6. 
See K. F. Hermann, Lehrbuch der Gricch. Staatsalterthiimer, ch. 89; Heyne, 
Opuscul. vol. ii, pp. 72-164. Brandis (Geschichte der ROm. Philosophie, 
ch. xxvi, p. 102) seems to conceive these prologues as genuine. 

The mistakes and confusion made by ancient writers respecting these 
lawgivers-even by writers earlier than Aristotle (Politic. ii, 9, 5)-are 

·such as we have no means of clearing up. 
Seneca (Epist. 90) calls both Zaleukus and Charondas disciples of 

Pythagoras. That the fonner was so, is not to be believed; but it is not 
wholly impossible that the latter may have been so, -or at least that he 
may have been a companion of the earliest Pythagoreans. 

2 Aristotel. Politic. ii, 9, 8. XapCivoov O' LOLOV µev ov&iv fort 1TA~V al oiKat 
Ti:Jv 1fJevooµaprvpwv • rrpi:iro, yap lrroi11ue T~v lrrfo11'1/Jtv • Tij O' aKpt/3et(L Ti:Jv 
voµwv fort yA.a<fivpCirepo, Kat TWV viiv voµo&eri:Jv. To the fulness and pre
cision predicated respecting Charondas in the latter part of this passage, I 
refer the other passage in Politic. iv, IO, 6, which is not to be construed as 
if it meant that Charondas had graduated fines on the rich and poor with 
a distinct view to that political trick (of indirectly eliminating the poor 
from public duties) which Aristotle had been just adverting to, - but mere
ly means that Charondas had been nice and minute in graduating pecuniary 
penalties generally, having reference to the wealth or poverty of the person 
sentenced. 

3 ITpi:iro, yap trro£11ue Ti}v lrrtuKTJ'l/Jtv (Aristot. Politic.ii,9,8). See Har
pokration, v, 'ErreuK~'l/Jaro, and Pollux, viii, 33 ; Demosthenes cont. Ste
phanum, ii, c. 5; cont. Euerg. et Mnesibul. c. I. The word trri<IKTJ'l/Jtr; car
ries with it the solemnity of meaning adverted to it in the text, and seems 
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throughout the best-known days of Attic law - was first enacted 
by Charondas. 

to have been used specially with reference to an action or indictment 
against perjured witnesses: which indictment was permitted to be brought 
with a less degree of risk or cost to the accuser than most others in the 
Attic dikasteries, (Demosth. cont. Eu.erg. et Mn. l. c.) 
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