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PREFACE TO VOL. X. 

THE present Volume is already extended to an unu
sual number of pages; yet I have been compelled to 
close it at an inconvenient moment, midway in the reign 
of the Syracusan despot Dionysius. To carry that reign 
to its close, one more chapter will be required, which 
must be reserved for the succeeding volume. 

The history of the Sicilian and Italian Greeks, form
ing as it does a stream essentially distinct from that of 
the Peloponnesians, Athenians, etc., is peculiarly inter
esting during the interval between 409 B. c. (thi date of 
the second Carthaginian invasion) and the death of Ti
moleon in 336 B. c. It is, moreover, reported to us by 
authors (Diodorus and Plutarch), who, though not them
selves very judicious as selectors, had before them good 
contemporary witnesses. And it includes some of the 
most prominent and impressive characters of the Hel
lenic world,-Dionysius I., Dion with Plato as instructor, 
and Timoleon. 
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I thought it indispensable to give adequate develop
ment to this important period of Grecian history, even 
at the cost of that inconvenient break which terminates 
my tenth volume. At one time I had hoped to comprise 
in that volume not only the full history of Dionysius I., 
but also that of Dionysius II. and Dion-and that of 
Timoleon besides. Three new chapters, including all 
this additional matter, are a.lrea<ly composed and ready. 
But the bulk of the present volume compels me to reserve 
the.m for the commencement of my next, which will carry 
Grecian history down to the battle of Chaeroneia and the 
death of Philip of Macedon-and which will, I trust, 
appear without any long interval of time. 

G. G. 
LONDON, FEB. 15, 1852 . 

• 
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PART II. 

CONTINUATION OF III S TORICAL GREE CE. 

CHAPTER LXXVI. 
FROM THE PEACE OF ANTALKIDAS DOWN TO THE SUBJUGATION OF 

OLYNTH(;S BY SPARTA. 

Peace or convention of Antalkidas. Its import and character. Separate 
partnership between Spnrta and Persia. -Degradation in the form of 
the convention- an edict drawn np, issued, and enforced, by Persia upon 
Greece. - Gradual loss of Pan-hellenic dignity, and increased submission 
towards Persia as a means of purchasing Persian help - on the part of 
Sparta. - Her first application before the Peloponnesian war; subsequent 
applications. - Active partnership between Sparta and Persia against 
Athens, after the Athenian catastrophe at Syracuse. Athens is ready to 
follow her example. - The Persian fo~ce aids Athens against Sparta, and 
breaks up her maritime empire. -No excuse for the subservience of 
Sparta to the Persians. Evidence that Hellenic independence was not des
tined to last much longer. - Promise of universal autonomy-popular 
to the Grecian ear- how carried out. - The Spartans never intended to 
grant, nor ever really granted, general autonomy. -Immediate point 
made against Corinth and Thebes-isolation of Athens. -Persian af
fairs - unavailing efforts of the Great King to reconquer Egypt. - Eva
goras, despot of Salamis in Cyprus. -Descent of Evagoras -condition 
of the island of Cyprus. - Greek princes of Salamis are dispossessed by 
a Phrenician dynasty. -Evagoras dethrones the l'hrenician, and becomes 
despot of Salamis. -Able anti beneficent government of Evagoras. 
His anxiety to revive Hellenism in Cyprus-he looks to the aid of Athens. 
- Relations of Evagoras with Athens during the closing years of the 
Peloponnesian war. - Evagoras at war with the Persians - he receives 
aid both from Athens and from Egypt - he is at first very successful, so 
as even to capture Tyre.- Struggle of Evagoras against the whole force 
of the Persian empire after the peace of Antalkidas. - Evagoras, after a 
ten years' war, is reduced, but obtains an honorable peace, mainly owing 
to the dispute between the two satraps jointly commanding. -Assassi
nation of Evagoras, as well as of his son Pnytagoras, by an eunuch slave 
of Nikokreon. - Nikok!Cs, son of Evagoras, becomes despot of Salamis. 
Great power gained by Sparta through the peace of Antalkidas. She 
becomes practically mistress of Corinth, and the Corinthian isthmus. 
Miso-Theban tendencies of Sparta-especially ofAgesilaus. -The Spar
tans restore Platrea. :Former conduct of Sparta towards Platrea. - Mo
tives of Sparta in restoring l'latre. A politic step, as likely to sever Thebes 
from Athens. - Platre becomes a dependency and outpost of Sparta. 
Main object of Sparta to prevent the reconstitution of the Breotiad fed
eration - Spartan policy at this time direc~ed b! the partisan spirit of 
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Agesilans, opposed by his colleague Agesipolis.- Oppressive behavior 
of the Spartans towards Mantinea. They require the walls of the city 
to be demolished. -Agesipolis blockades the city, and forces it to sur
render, by damming up the river Opl1is. The Mantineans are forced to 
break up their city into villages. - Democratical leaders of Jlrfantinea 
owed their lives to the mediation of the exiled king Pausanias.-Man
tinea is pulled. down and distributed into five villages.- High-handed 
despotism of Sparta towards Jlrfantinea-signal partiality of Xenophon. 
Return of the philo-Laconian exiles in the various cities, as partisans for 
the purposes of Sparta - case of Phlius. - Competition of Athens with 
Sparta for ascendency at sea. Athens gains ground, and gets together 
some rudiments of a maritime confederacy.-Ideas entertained by some 
of the Spartan leaders, of acting against the Persians for the rescue of 
the Asiatic Grceks.- l'ancgyrical Discourse of Isokrates. - State· of 
Macedonia and Chalkidike - growth of Mac~donian power during the 
last years of the Pcloponnesian war. -Perdikkas and Archclaus- ener
gy and ability of the latter.- Contrast of Macedonia and Athens. - Suc
ceeding Macedonian kings-Orestes, JEropus, Pausanias, Amyntas. 
Assassination frequent.-Amyntas is expelled from Macedonia by the 
lliyrians. - Chalkidians of Olynthus-they take into their protection the 
Macedonian cities on the coast, when Amyntas runs away before the ll
I~ans. Commencement of the Olynthian confederacy.-Equal and 
liberal principles on which the confederacy was framed from the begin
ning. Accepted willingly by the Macedonian and Greco-Macedonian 
cities. - The Olynthians extend their confederacy among the Grecian 
cities in Chalkidic Thrace- their liberal procedure -several cities join. 
-.Akanthus and Apollonia resist the proposition. Olynthus menaces. 
They then solicit Spartan intervention against her. - Speech of Klei
genes the Akanthian envoy at Sparta.-Envoys from Amyntas at Sparta. 
-The Spartan Eudamidas is sent against Olynthus at once, with such 
force as could be got ready. He checks the career of the Olynthians.
J>hrebidas, brother of Eudamidas, remains behind to collect fresh force, 
and march to join his brother in Thrace. He passes through the Theban 
territory and near Thebes.-Conspiracy of Lenntiades and the philo
Laconian party in Thebes, to betray the town and citadel to Phrebidas. 
-The opposing leaders - Leontiatles aml Ismenias - were both Pole
marchs. - Leontiades overawes the Senate, and an·ests Ismcnias : Pelo
pidas and the leading friends of Ismenias p:o into exile.-Phrebidas in 
the Kadmcia -terror and submission at Thebes. - Mixed feelings at 
Sparta-great importance of the acquisition to Spartan interests.
Displeasure at Sparta more pretended than real, against Phrebidas; Age
silaus defends him.-Leontiades at Sparta-his humble protestations 
and assurances - the ephors decide that they will retain the Kadmeia, 
but at the same time fine Phrebidas. - The Lacedmmonians cause Isme
nias to be tried and put to death. Iniquity of this proceeding. - Vigo
rous action of the Spartans against Olynthns-Telentias is sent there 
with a large force, including a coN~idcrable 'l'heban contingent. Derdas 
cooperates with him.-Telentias being at first successful, and haYing 
become over-confident, sustains a terrible defeat from the Olynthians 
under the walls of their city.-Agesipolis is sent to Olynthus from Spar
ta with a reinforcement. He dies of a fever. - Polybiades succeeds Age
sipolis as commander - he reduces Olynthns to submission - extinction 
of the Olynthian federation. Olynthus and the other cities are enrolled 
ns allies of Sparta.-Intervention of Sparta with the government ot 
Phlius.- Agesilaus marches an army against Phlius-reduces the 
town by blockade, after a long resistance. The Lacedmmonians occupy 
tho acropolis, naming a council of one hundred as governors •••••• 1-72 
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CHAPTER LXXVII. 

FROM THE SUBJt:GATION OF OLYNTHUS BY THE LACEDlEMONIANS 
DOWN TO THE CONGRESS AT SPARTA, AND PARTIAL PEACE1 IN 371 
n.c. 

Great ascendency of Sparta on land in 379 B. c.- Sparta is now feared as 
the great despot of Greece. - Strong complaint of the rhetor Lysias, 
expressed at the Olympic festival of 384 B.c.-Pancgyrical oration 
of Isokrates. - Censure upon Sparta pronounced by the philo-Laconian 
Xenophon. - His manner of marking the point of transition in his his
tory - from Spartan glory to Spartan disgrace. - Thebes under Leonti
ades and the philo-Spartan oligarchy, with the Spartan garrison in the 
Kadmeia - oppressive and tyrannical government. - Discontent at 
Thebes, though under compression. Theban exiles at Athens. -The 
Theban exiles at Athens, after waiting some time in hopes of a rising at 
Thebes, resolve to begin a movement themselves. - l'clopidas takes the 
lead- he, with Mellon and five other exiles, undertakes the task of de
stroying the rulers of Thebes. Cooperation of Phyllidas the secretary, 
and Charon at Thebes. - Plans of Phyllidas for admitting the conspira
tors into Thebes and the government-house-he invites the polemarchs 
to a banquet. - The scheme very nearly frustrated- accident which pre
vented Chlidon from delivering his message. - Pclopidas and Mellon get 
secretly into Thebes, and conceal themselves in the house of Charon. -
Leontiades and Hypates are slain in their houses.-Phyllidas opens the 
prison, and sets free the prisoners. Epaminondas and many other citi
zens appear in arms.- Universal joy among the citizens on the ensuing 
tnoming, whM the Ment was kMwn. GcMral assembly in tht'l mitrket
place- Pelopidas, Mellon, and Charon are named the first Bmotarchs. 
Aid to the conspirators from private sympathizers in Attica. -l'clopidas 
and the Thebans prepare to storm the Kadmeia.- the Lacedremonian 
garrison capitulate and are dismissed - several of the oligarchical The
bans are put to death in trying to go away along with them. The har
most who surrendered the Knclmeia is put to death by the Spartans. 
Powerful sensation produced by this incident throughout the Grecian 
world. -Indignation in Sparta at the revolution of Thebes- a Spartan 
army sent forth at once under king Kleombrotus. Ile retires from Bceo
tia without achieving anything. - Klcombrotus passes by the Athenian 
frontier- alarm at Athens- condemnation of the two Athenian gene
rals who had favored the enterprise of Pdopidas.-Attempt of Sphodrias 
from Thespire to surprise the l'eirams by a night-march. Ile fails.-· 
Different constmctions put upon this attempt and upon the character of 
Sphodrias. - The Lacedremonian envoys at Athens seized, but dismissed. 
- Trial of Sphodrias at Sparta; acquitted through the private favor and 
sympatl;ies of Agesilaus. - Comparison of Spartan with Athenian pro
cedure. - The Athenians declare war against Sparta, and contract alli
ance with Thebes. - Exertions of Athens to form a new maritime con
federacy, like the Confederacy of Delos. Thebes enrolls herself as a. 
member. -Athens sends round envoys to the islands in the JEgean. 
Liberal principles on which the new confederacy is formed. - Envoys sent 
round by Athens - Chabrias, Timotheus, Kallistratus. - Service of Iphi
krates in Thrace after the peace of Antalkidas. He marries the daugh
ter of the Thracian prince Kotys, and acquires possession of a Thracian 
sea-port, Drys.- Timotheus and Kallistratus. - Synod of the new 
confederates assembled at Athens - votes for war on a large scale. 
Members of the confederacy were at first willing and harmonious - a 
fleet is equipped. - New property-tax imposed at .Athens. The Solonian 
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census. - The Solonian census retained in the main, though with modi
fications, at the restoration under the archonship of Eukleides in 403 B. c. 
-Archonship of Nausinikus in 378 B. c. - New census and schedule 
then introduced, of all citizens worth twenty mime and upwards, distrib
uted into classes, and entered for a fraction of their total property; each 
class for a. different fraction. - All metics, worth more than twenty-five 
mime, were registered in the schedule; all in one dass, each man for one
sixth of his property. Aggregate schedule. The Symmories - con
taining the twelve hundred wealthiest citizens- the three hundred weal
thiest leaders of the Symmories. - Citizens not wealthy enough to be 
included in the Symmories, yet still entered in the schedule, and liable to 
property-tax. Purpose of the Symmories - extension of the principle 
to the trierarchy. - Enthusiasm at Thebes in defence of the new govern
ment and against Sparta. Military training - the Sacred Band. - Epa
minondas. - His previous character and training- musical and intellec
tual, as well as gymnastic. Conversation with philosophers, Sokratic as 
well as Pythagorean. - His eloquence - his unambitious disposition 
gentleness of his political resentments. - Conduct of Epaminondas at 
the Theban revolution of 379 B. c. - he acquires influence, through Pe
lopidas, in the military organization of the city. -Agesilaus marches to 
attack Thebes with fhe full force of the Spartan confederacy - good 
system of defence adopted by Thebes - aid from Athens under Chabrias. 
Increase of the Theban strength in Bceotia, against the philo-Spartan oli 
garchies in the Bceotian cities.- Second expedition of Agesilaus into 
Bceotia-he gains no decisive advantage. The Thebans acquire greater 
and greater strength. Agesilaus retires - he is disabled by a hurt in the 
leg. - Kleombrotus conducts the Spartan force to invade Bceotia..-He re
tires without reaching Bceotia. - Resolution of Sparta. to equip a large 
fleet, under the admiral Pollis. The Athenians send out a fleet under 
Chabrias - Victory of Chabrias at sea near Naxos. Recollections of 
the battle of Arginusre. - Extension of the Athenian maritime confede
racy, in consequence of the victory at Naxos. - Circumnavigation of 
Peloponncsus hy Timotheus with an Athenian fleet-his victory over 
the Laccdremonian fleet - his success in extending the Athenian confed
eracy - his just dealing. - Financial difficulties of Athens.- She be
comes jealous of the growing strength of Thebes - steady and victorious 
progress of Thebes in Bceotia. - Victory of Pelopidas at Tegyra over 
the Lacedremoniims. - The Thebans expel the Lacedremonians out of all 
Bceotia, except Orchomenus - they reorganize the Bceotian federation. 
-They inva<le Phokis - Kleombrotus is sent thither with an armv for 
defence - Athens makes a separate peace with the J,acedremonians. 
-Jason of Pherre - his energetic character and formidable power. 
His prudent dealing with Polydamas. - The Lacedremonians find them
selves unable to spare any aid for Thessaly-they dismiss Polydamas 
with a refusal. Ile comes to terms with Jason, who becomes Tagus of 
Thessaly. -Peace between Athens and Sparta- broken off almost 
immediately. The Lacedremonians declare war again, and resume their 
plans upon Zakynthus and Korkyra. - Lacedremonian armament under 
Mnasippus, collected from all the confederates, invades Korkyra. - Mna
sippus besieges the city - high cultivation of the adjoining lands. 
The Korkyrreans blocked up in the city- supplies intercepted - want 
begins - no hope of safety except in aid from Athens. Hcinforccment 
arrives from Athens - large Athenian fleet preparing under Timotheus. 
Mnasippus is defeated and slain - the city supplied with provisions. 
Approach of the Athenian reinforcement- Hypermenes, successor of 
Mnasippus, conveys away the armament, leaving his sick and much prop
erty behind. - Tardy arrival of tho Athenian fleet - it is commanded 
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not by Timotheus, but by Iphikrates - causes of the delay- preliminary 
voyage of Timotheus, very long protracted. - Discontent at Athens, in 
consequence of the absence of Timotheus - distress of the armament 
assembled at Kalauria - Iphikrates and Kallistratus accuse Timotheus. 
lphikrates named admiral in his place. - Return of Timotheus - an ac
cusation is entered against him, but trial is postponed until the return of 
Iphikrates from Korkyra. - Rapid and energetic movements of Iphi
krates towards Korkyra -his excellent management of the voyage. On 
reaching Kephallcnia, he learns the flight of the Lacedremonians from 
Korkyra. - He goes on to Korkpa, and captures by surprise the ten S1
racusan triremes sent by Dionysms to the aid of Sparta. - Iphikrates m 
want of money- he sends home Kallistratus to Athens - he finds work 
for his seamen at Korkyra- he obtains funds by service in Akarnia. 
Favorable tone of public opinion at Athens, in consequence of the suc
cess at Korkyra-the trial of Timotheus went off easily-Jason and 
Alketas come to support him - his qurestcr is condemned to death. 
Timotheus had been guilty of delay, not justifiable under the circumstan
ces - though acquitted, his reputation suffered - he accepts command 
under Persia. - Discouragement of Sparta in consequence of her defeat 
at Korkyra, and of the triumphant position of Iphikrates.- llelike and 
Bura are destroyed by an earthquake. -The Spartans again send Antal
kidas to Persia, to sue for a fresh intervention -the Persian satraps send 
down an order that the Grecian belligerents shall make up their differ
ences. -Athens disposed towards peace.-Athens had ceased to be 
afraid of Sparta, and had become again jealous of Thebes. - Equivocal 
position of the restored Platre, now that the Lacedremonians had been 
expelled from Breotia. - The 'l'hebans forestall a negotiation by seiz
ing Platrea, and expelling the inhabitants, who again take refuge at 
Athens. - Strong feeling excited in Athens against the Thebans, on ac
count of their dealings with Platrea e.nd Thcspire. The Plataic discourse 
of Isokrates. - Increased tendency of the Athenians towards pea~e with 
Sparta - Athens and the Athenian confederacy give notice to Thebes. 
General congress for peace at Sparta. - Speeches of the Athenian envoys 
Kallias, Autokles, Kallistratus. - Kallistratus and his policy. -He pro
poses that Sparta and Athens shall divide between them the headship of 
Greece - Sparta on land, Athens at sea- recognizing general autonomy. 
- Peace is concluded. Autonomy of each city to be recognized: Spar
ta to withdraw her harmosts and garrisons. - Oaths exchanged. Sparta 
takes the oath for herself and her allies. Athens takes it for hen;elf: her 
allies take it after her. successively. - The oath proposed to the Thebans. 
Epaminondas, the Theban envoy, insists upon taking the oath in the 
name of the Breotian federation. Agesilaus and the Spartans require 
that he shall take it for Thebes alone. - Daring and emphatic speeches 
delivered by Epaminondas in the congress -protesting against the over
weening pretensions of Sparta. He claims rcco"'nition of the ancient 
institutions of Boootia, with Thebes as president ;f the federation. -In
dignation of the Spartans, and especially of Agesilaus - brief questions 
~xcha~ged -Thebes is excluded from the treaty. - General peace sworn, 
mcludmg Athens, Sparta, and the rest -Thebes alone is excluded. 
- Terms of peace - compulsory and indefeasible confederacies are re
nounced - vo.luntary alliance~ alone maintained. -Real point in de hate 
between Ages1laus and Epammondas ..•••••••....•..... , ...•. 72-174 
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CHAPTER LXXVIII. 
BATTLE OF LEUKTRA AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 

Measures for executing the stipulations made at the congress of Sparta.
Violent impulse of the Spartans against Thebes. - King Kleombrotus is 
ordered to march into Bwotia, and encamps at Leuktra. - New order 
of battle adopted by Epaminondas. - Confidence of the Spartans and of 
Kleombrotus. - Battle of Leuktra. - Defeat of the Spartans and death 
of Kleombrotus.-:Faint adherence of the Spartan allies. - Spartan camp 
after the defeat - confession of defeat by sending to solicit the burial
trnce. - Great surprise, and immense alteration of feeling, produced 
throughout Greece by the Theban victory. - Effect of the news at Sparta 
-heroic self-command. - Reinforcements sent from Sparta. - Proceed
ings in Bwotia after the battle ofLenktra. The Theban victory not well 
received at Athens. -Jason of Pherre arriv.es at Lcuktra - the Spartan 
army retires from Boootia under capitulation. - Treatment of the de
feated citizens on reaching Sparta-suspension of the law.-Lowered 
estimation of Sparta in Greece - prestige of military superiority Jost. 
Extension of the power of Thebes. Treatment of Orchomenus and Thes
pire. -Power and ambition of Jason. - Plans of Jason - Pythian festi
val. -Assassination of Jason at Pherre. - Relief to Thebes by the death 
of Jason - satisfaction in Greece. - Proceedings in Peloponnesus after 
the defeat of Leuktra. Expulsion of the Spartan harmosts and dckarchies. 
- Skytalism at Argos - violent intestine feud. - Discouragement and 
helplessness of Sparta. - Athens places herself at the head of a new Pe
loponnesian land-confederacy. - Accusation preferred in the Amphyctio
nic assembly, by Thebes against Sparta. - The Spartans are condemned 
to a fine- importance of this fact as an indication. -Proceedings in Ar
cadia. - Reestablishment of the city of .Mantinea by its own citizens. 
Humiliating refusal experienced by Agesilaus from the Mantineans 
keenly painful to a Spartan.-Feeling against Agesilaus at Sparta.
Impulse among the Arcadians towards Pan-Arcadian union. Opposition 
from Orchomenus and Tegea. - Revolution at Tegca- the philo-Spar
tan party are put down or expelled.-Tegea becomes anti-Spartan, and 
favorable to the Pan-Arcadian union. - Pan-Arcadian union is formed. 
-.March of Agcsilaus against Mantinea. Evidence of lowered sentiment 
in Sparta. -Application by the Arcadians to Athens for aid against Spar
ta; it is refused: they then apply to the Thebans. -Proceedings and 
views of Epaminondas since the battle of Leuktra. - Plans of Epaminon
das for restoring the J\1essenians in Peloponnesus. - Also, for consoli
dating the Arcadians against Sparta. - Epaminondas and the Theban 
army arriYe in Arcadia. Great allied force assembled there. The allies 
entreat him to invade Laconia. - Heluctance of Epaminondas to invade 
Laconia-reasonable grounds for it. - He marches into Laconia- ~our 
lines of invasion. - He crosses the Eurotas and approaches close to 
Sparta.-Alarm at Sparta-arrival of various allies to her aid by sea. 
- Discontent in Laconia among the Periceki and Helots - danger to 
Sparta from that cause. - Vigilant defence of Sparta by Age&ilaus. 
Violent emotion of the Spartans, especially the women. Partial attack 
upon Sparta by Epaminondas. - He retires without attempting to stonn 
Sparta; ravages Laconia down to Gythium. He returns into Arcadia. 
Great effect of this invasion upon Grecian opinion- Epaminondas is 
exalted, and Sparta farther lowered. -Foundation of the Arcadian Mega
lopolis. - }foundation of Messene. - Abstraction' of W estem Laconia 
from Sparta. - Periceki and Helots established as freemen along with the 
Messenians on the Lacedwmonian border. - The details of this reorganiz

http:arriv.es


xi CONTENTS. 

ing process unhappily unknown. - Megalopolis -the Pan-Arcadian Ten 
Thousand. - Epaminondas and his army evacuate Peloponnesus.- The 
Spartans solicit aid from Athens - language of their envoys, as well as 
those from Corinth and Phlius, at Athens. - Reception of the envoys 
the Athenians grant the prayer. - Vote passed to aid Sparta- Iphikra
tes is named general.-1\farch of Iphikratcs and his army to the Isthmus. 
- Trial of Epaminondas at Thebes for retaining his command beyond 
the legal time-his honorable and easy acquittal. •..••••••••• 174-241 

CHAPTER LXXIX. 
FROM THE FOUNDATION OF MESSENE AND MEGALOPOLIS TO THE DEATH 

OF PELOPIDAS. 

Changes in Peloponnesus since the battle of Leuktra. - Changes out of Pe
loponnesus. - Amyntas prince of Macedonia. - Ambitious views of Ath· 
ens after the battle of Leuktra. - Her aspirations to maritime empire, 
and to the partial recovery of kleruchies.- She wishes to recover Am
phipolis-Amyntas recognizes her right to the place.-Athens and 
Amphipolis. - Death of Jason and Amyntas -state of Thessaly and 
Macedonia. - Alexander of l'hcrre -he is opposed by Pelopidas - in
fluence of Thebes in Thessaly. - State of Macedonia-Alexander son of 
Amyntas - Euridike - l'tolemy. -Assistance rendered by the Athenian 
Iphikrates to the family of Amyntas. - Iphikrates and Timotheus. 
The Spartan allied army defends the line of Mount Oneium - Epami
nondas breaks through it, and marches into Peloponnesus. - Sikyon joins 
the Thebans- Phlius remains faithful to Sparta. - Reinforcement from 
Syr!l.cuse to PeloponMs11s, in aid of Sparta. - Forbearimce and mildness 
of Epaminondas. - Energetic action and insolence of the Arcadians 
'Lykomedcs animates and leads them on. - Great influence of Lykome
des. - Elis tries to recover her supremacy over the Triphylian towns, 
which are admitted into the Arcadian union, to the great offence of Elis. 
- Mission of Philiskus to Greece hy Ariobarzanes.-Political importance 
of the reconstitution of l\Icsscne, whkh now becomes the great subject of 
discord. l\Icssenian victor prodaimed at Olympia. - Expedition of Pe
lopidas into Thessaly. - The Tearless Battle - victory of the Spartan 
Archidamus over the Arcadians. - Third expedition of Epaminondas in
to Peloponnesus - his treatment of the Achrean cities. - The Thebans 
reverse the policy of Epaminondas, on complaint of the Arcadians and 
others. They do not reelect him Bccotarch. - Disturbed state of Sikyon. 
Euphron makes himself despot - his rapacious and sanguinary conduct. 
- Sufferings of the Phliasians -their steady adherence to Sparta. 
Assistance rendered to Phlins hy the Athenian Ch ares - surprise of the 
fort of Thyamia. - Euphron is expelled from Sikyon by the Arcadians 
and Thebans - he retires to the harbor, which he su1Tenders to the Spar
tans. -Enphron returns to Sikyon - he goes to Thebes, and is there 
assassinated. - The assassins are put upon their trial at Thebes - their 
defence. - They are ae<ptitted by the Theban Senate. - Sentiment 
among the l\Iany of Sikyon, favorable to Euphron-honors shown to his 
body and memory. -The Sikyonians recapture their harbor from the 
Spartans. -Application of Thebes for Persian countenance to her head
ship - mission of Pclopidas and other envoys to Susa. - Pclopidas ob
tains from Persia a favorable rcscript. - Protest of the Athenians and 
Arcadians against the rescript. - Pclopidas brings hack the rescript. It 
is read publicly before the Greek st.ites convoked at Thebes. - The states 
convoked at Thebes refuse to receive the rescript. The Arcadian depu
ties protest against the headship of Thebes. -The Thebaus send the re· 
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script to be received at Corinth; the Corinthians refuse: failure of the 
Theban object. - Mission of Pelopidas to Thessaly. He is seized and 
detained prisoner by Alexander of Pherre. - The The bans despatch an 
army to rescue Pelopidas. The army, defeated and retreating, is only 
saved by Epaminondas, then a private man. - Triumph of Alexander in 
Thessaly and discredit of Thebes. Harsh treatment of Pelopidas. 
Second Theban army sent into Thessaly, under Epaminondas, for the 
rescue of Pelopidas, who is at length released by Alexander under a trnce. 
- Oropus is taken from Athens and placed in the hands of the Thebans. 
The Athenians recall Chares from Corinth. -Athens discontented with 
her Peloponnesian allies ; she enters into alliance with Lykomedcs and 
the Arcadians. Death of Lykomedes. - Epaminondas is sent as envoy 
into Arcadia; he speaks against Kalli stratus. - Project of the Athenians 
to seize Corinth; they are disappointed.- They apply to Sparta.-Rcfu· 
sal of the Spartans to acknowledge the independence of .Messene; they 
reproach their allies with consenting. - Corinth, Epidaurus, Phlius, etc., 
conclude peace with Thebes, but without Sparta - recognizing the inde· 
pendence of Messene. - Athens sends a fresh embassy to the Persian 
king - altered rescript from him, pronouncing Amphi polis to be an Athe· 
nian possession. -Timotheus sent with a fleet to Asia -Agesilaus 
revolt of Ariobarzanes. - Conquest of Samos by Timotheus. - Partial 
readmission to the Chersonese obtained by Timotheus. -Athenian kle· 
ruchs or sellers sent thither as proprietors. - Difficulties of Athens in 
establishing klernchs in the Chersonese. - Kotys of Thrace - Timotheus 
supersedes Iphikrates. -Timotheus acts with success on the coast of 
Macedonia and Chalkidike. Ile fails at Amphi polis. - Timotheus acts 
against Kotys and near the Chcrsonese. -1\Icasures of the Thebans in 
Thessaly - Pelopidas is sent with an army against Alexander of Pherre. 
- Epaminondas exhorts the Thebans to equip a fleet against Athens"' 
Discussion between him and 1\Ienckleidas in the Theban assembly. 
.Menekleidas seemingly right in dissuading naval preparations.- Epami· 
nondas in command of a Theban fleet in the Hellespont and Bosphorus. 
Pelopidas attacks Alexander of Pherre- his success in battle - his rash· 
ness- he is slain. - Excessive grief of the Thebans and Thessalians for 
his death.-The Thebans completely subdue Alexander of Pherre 242-310 

CHAPTER LXXX. 
FROM THE DEATH OF PELOPIDAS TO THE BATTLE OF MATINEA. 

Conspiracy of the knights of Orchomcnus against Thcbes-destmction 
of Orchomenus by the Thebans.-Repugnance excited against the The· 
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consequence or this al?propi:iatio?. The ;Arca~ia? a~sembly pronounces 
against it.- Farther d1sscns1ons m Arcad1a-mVItat1on sent to the The
bans - peace concluded with Elis. - The peace generally popular- cel
ebrated at Tecrea- seizure of many oligarchical members at Tegea by 
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das and the Thebans. - Epaminondas marches with a Theban army into 
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informed in time to prevent surprise. - Epaminondas comes up to 
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-Alacrity of the army of Epaminondas, when the order for fighting is 
given. -1\fantinico-Tegeatic plain - position of the Lacedremonians 
and .llfantineans.-.llfarch of Epaminond11s from Tegea. -False impres· 
sion produced upon the enemy by his manreuvres. - Theban order of bat
tle - plans of the commander.-Disposition of the cavalry on both 
sides.- Unprepared state of the Laccdremonian army.-Ilattle ofMan
tinea - complete success of the dispositions of Epaminondas. - Victory 
of the Thebans - :Epaminondas is mortally wounded. -Extreme dis· 
couragement caused by his death among the troops, even when in full 
victory and pursuit. - Victory claimed by both sides-nevertheless 
the Lacedremonians are obliged to solicit the burial-truce.-Dying mo
ments of Epaminondas.-The two other best Thehan officers are slain 
also in the battle. -Who slew Epaminondas ~ Different persons hon
ored for it.-Peace concluded-statu quo recognized, including the inde
pendence of Mcssene-Sparta alone stands out-the Thebans return 
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-unfair to the Thebans.-Character of Epaminondas.-Disputes 
among the inhabitants of Megalopolis. The 'l'hebans send thither a 
force under Pammenes, which maintains the incorporation.-Agesilaus 
and Archidamus.-:- State of Persia-revolted satraps and provinces
Datames. - Formidable revolt of the satraps in Asia Minor- it is sup
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commander to I~gypt- ChabrillS is there also.- Death and character of 
Agcsilaus.- State of Egypt and Persia.-Dcath of Artaxerxes Mne
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Timotheus makes war against Amphipolis and against .Khtys. - Ergo
philus succeeds Timotheus at the Chersonese- Kallisthenes succeeds 
him against Amphipolis-war at sea against Alexander of Pherre.
Ergophilus and Kallisthenes both unsuccessful- both tried.-Autoklcs 
in the He!le,pont and Ilosphorus -convoy for the corn-ships out of the 
Euxine. -Miltokythes revolts from Kotys in Thrace-ill-success of the 
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the Chcrsonese - Athenodorus - Charidemus. - Charidemus is forced 
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nese with Sestos is restored to Athens. -The transmarine empire of 
Athens now at its maximum. l\lischievous effects of her conquests 
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made against Olynthus. - Maximum of second Athenian empire- ac
cession of Philip of Macedon............................... 311-383 
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SICILIAN AFFAIRS AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ATHENIAN ARMA· 
MENT BEFORE SYRACUSE. 

Syracuse after the destruction of the Athenian armament.-Anticipation 
of the impending ruin of Athens - revolution at Thurii. - Syracusan 
squadron under Hermokrates goes to act against Athens in the ..'Egean. 
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at Kyzikus. - Sufferings of the Syracusan seamen-disappointment 
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Sicily. -Application of Egesta to Carthage for aid- application grant
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to Selin us. - Vigorous assault on Selinus - gallant resistance - the 
town is at length stormed. - Selinus is sacked and plundered - merci
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Hannibal destroys Himera, and slaughters three thousand prisoners, as 
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ty of Hermokrates. Danger from Carthage. - Fresh invasion of Sicily, 
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sius in the Syracusan asembly against the generals, who are deposed by 
vote of the people, and Dionysius with others appointed in their room.
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vote. Stratagem of Dionysius to obtain a vote ensuring to him a body 
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lishes himself at Syracuse as despot.-Dionysius as despot -the means 
whereby he attained the power .............................. 383-446 

CHAPTER LXXXII. 
SICILY DURING THE DESPOTISM 	OF THE ELDER DIONYSIUS AT BYRA· 

CUSE. 

Imilkon with the Carthaginian army marches from Agrigentum to attack 
Gela. -Brave defence of the Geloans- Dionysius arrives with an army 
to relieve them. - Plan of Dionysius for a general attack on the Cartha
ginian army.-He is defeated and obliged to retreat.-He evacuates 
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Sikels-mutinyofthe Svracusan soldiers at Herbesa- Dorikus the com
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the Rhegines towards him. Their application to Messene. - He makes 
peace with Messene and Hheginm. - He desires to marry a Rhegine wife. 
His proposition is de~lined by the city. He is greatly incensed. - He 
makes a proposition to marry a wife from Lokri - his wish is granted
he marries a Lokrian maiden named Doris. - Immese warlike equipment 
of Dionysius at Syracuse - arms, engines, etc. - Naval preparations in 
the harbor of Svracuse. Enlargement of the bulk of ships of war-quad
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projects against Carthage. - He hires soldiers from all quarters. - He 
celebrates his nuptials with two wives on the same day - Doris and Aris· 
tomache. Temporary good feeling at Syracuse towards him. - He con
vokes the Syracusan assembly, and exhorts them to war against Carthage. 
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of Imilkon with a Carthaginian fleet - he is obliged to return. - Despe
rate defence of Motye. It is at length taken by a nocturnal attack. 
Plunder of M,atye-the inhabitants either slaughtered or sold for slaves. 
-Farther op<!rations of Dionysius. - Arrival of lmilkon with a Cartha

. ginian armament - his successful operations - he retakes Motye. - Dio
nysius retires to Syrncuse. - Imilkon captures Mcssenl\. - Hevolt of th6 
Sikels from Dionysius. Commencement of Tauromenium. - Provisions 
of Dionysius for the defence of Syracuse -he strengthens Leontini - he 
advances to Katana with his land-army as well as his fleet. - Naval bat· 
tie off Katana - great victory of the Carthaginian fleet under Magon. 
Arrival of lmilkon to join the fleet of Magon near Katana - fruitless in
vitation to the Campanians of .JEtna. - Dionysius retreats to Syracuse 
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ment speech by Thedorus. - Sympathy excited by the speech in the Sy· 
racusan assembly. - The Spartan Pharakidas upholds Dionysius - who 
finally dismisses the assembly, and silences the adverse movement. - Al
liance of Sparta with Dionysius - suitable to her general policy at the 
time. The emancipation of Syracuse depended upon Pharakidas. - Dio
nysius tries to gain popularity. - Terrific pestilence among the Cartha· 
ginian army before Syracuse. - Dionysius attacks the Carthaginian camp. 
He deliberately sacrifices a detachment of his mercenaries. - Success of 
Dionysius, both by sea and by land, against the Syracusan position. 
Conflagration of the Carthaginian camp - exultation at Syracuse. 
lmilkon concludes a secret treaty with Dionysius, to be allowed to escape 
with the Carthaginians, on condition of abandoning his remaining army. 
Destruction of the remaining Carthaginian army, except Sikels and lbe· 
rians. - Distress at Carthage - miserable end of Imilkon. - Danger of 
Carthage-anger and revolt of her African subjects - at length put 
down••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••446-512 
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PART II. 

CONTINUATION OF HISTORICAL GREECE. 

CHAPTER LXXVI. 

FRO:\I TIIE PEACE OF ANTALh.'lDAS DOWN TO THE SUBJUGATION 
OF OLYNTHUS BY SPARTA. 

TrrE peace or convention 1 which bears the name of Antalkida.s, 
was an incident of serious and mournful import in Grecian history. 
Its true character cannot be better described than in a brief re
mark and reply which we find cited in Plutarch. " Ala.s for Ilel
las (observed some one to Agesilaus) when we see our Laconians 
medising ! " - "Nay (replied the Spartan king), say rather the 

"1\'Iedes (Persians) lnconising." 2 

These two propositions do not exclude each other. Both were 
perfectly true. The convention emanated from a separate part
nership between Spartan and Persian interests. It was solicited 
by the Spartan Antalkidas, and propounded by him to Tiribazus 

1 It goes by both names; Xenophon more commonly speaks of r, Elp6v11 
-Isokrates, of al uvvi'f~Kal. 

Though we say, the peace of Antalki<las, the Greek authors say r, En:' 
'AvraAKioov tlp~vri; I do not observe that they ever phrase it with the gen
itive case 'AvraAKioov simply, without a preposition. 

1 Plutarch, Artaxerxes, c. 22 (compare Plutarch, Agesil. c. 23 ; and his 
Apophtheg. Lacon. p. 213 B). '0 µ£v yr)p 'Anui;l.aor, 1rpilr rov el'lr6vra
4>ef! rijr 'Elcl.uoor, 011"ov µ1}ai,ovuiv fiµiv ol AuKCJver !...Ma.Uov, efaev, ol Mil· 
dot AalfCJvit;ovut. 

VOL. X. 1 loc. 
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on the express ground, that it was exactly calculated to meet the 
Persian king's purposes and wishes, -as we learn even from the 
philo-Laconian Xenophon.I ·while Sparta and Persia were both 
great gainers, no other Grecian state gained anything, as the con
vention was originally framed. Tiut after the first rejection, An
talkidas saw the necessity of conciliating Athens by the addition 
of a special article providing that Lemnos, Imbros, and Skyros 
should be restored to her.9 This ·addition seems to have been first 
made in the abortive negotiations which form the subject of the 
discourse alreatly mentioned, pronounced hy Andokides. It was 
continued afterwards and inserted in the final <leeree whieh Antal
kidas and Ti.ribazus brought down in the king's name from Susa; 
and it doubtless somewhat contributed to facilitate the adherence 
of Athens, though the united forces of Sparta and Persia had be
come so overwhelming, that she could hardly have had the means 
of standing out, even if the supplementary article had been omit
ted. Nevertheless, this condition undoubtedly did secure to Athens 
a certain share in the gnin, conjointly with the far larger shares 
both of Sparta and Persia. It is, however, not less true, that 
Athens, as well as Thebes,3 assented to the peace only under fear 
and compubion. As to the other states of Greece, they were in
terested merely in the melancholy capacity of partners in the 
general loss and degradation. 

That degradation stood evidently marked in the form, origin, 
and transmission, of the c01n-ention, even apart from its substance. 
It was a fiat i,;sued from the court of Susa; as such it was osten
tatiously proelaimed and "sent down" from thence to Greece. 
Its authority was derived from the king's seal, and its sanction 

· from his conclmling threat, that he would make war against all 
recusants. It was brought down by the satrap Tiribazus (along 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 8. 14. 
2 The restoration of these three islands fo1ms the ha.sis of historical truth 

in the assertion of Isokrates, that the Lacedremonians were so snhducd hv 
the defeat of Knidus, as to come and tender maritime empire to Athens....:_ 
(t/1.0eiv T~V <l(')(.~V owr;ovrnr) Orat. Yii, (Arcopagit.) s. 74; Or. ix, (Erngor.) 
s. 83. But the a,;scrtion is true respecting a later time; for the Lacedremo· 
nians really did make this proposition to Athens after they had Leen enfee
bled and humiliated hy the battle of Lcuktra; but not before (Xenoph. 
Hellen. vii, I, 3). 


3 Diotlor. xiY, 111. 
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with Antalkidas), read by him aloud, and heard with submission 
by the assembled Grecian envoys, after he had called their special 
attention to the regal seal." 1 Such was the convention which 
Sparta, the ancient president of the Grecian world had been the 
first to solicit at the hands of the Persian king, and which she now 
not only set the example of sanctioning by her own spontaneous 
obedience, but even avouched as guarantee and champion against 
all opponents ; preparing to enforce it at the point of the sword 
against any recusant state, whether party to it or not. Such was 
the convention which was now inscribed on stone, and placed as a 
permanent record in the temples of the Grecian cities ; 2 nay, even 

. in the common sanctuaries, -the Olympic, Pythian, and others,
the great foci and rallying points of Pan-hellenic sentiment. 
Though called by.the name of a convention, it was on the very 
face of it a peremptory mandate proceeding from the ancient ene
my of Greece, an acceptance of which was nothing less than an 
act of obedience. 'Vhile to him it was a glorious trophy, to all 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, I, 30, 31. 'ilGr' hrd 7rap~yyt:i4ev o Ttpif3a::o: 7rapE'lvaL 
T'O iJr (3 0 v AO µi vov' vrr aK 0 vO"lll' ~v {3aO"tAeV> elp~VT/V KGTU1reµ1rot, 
Ta,te<J> 1ruvre, 7rapeytvovro. 'E1rd oe gvv~4i'1ov, e1rtVetga, 0 Ttpif3a
(;o, TU (3aO"tAEW> O"rJµela, auyivwO'Ke TU yeypaµµiva, elxe Ve WVe' 

'Aprat;ip;T/, f3aO'tAeV> VO/ltf;et <1iKatOV, Ta> µi:v tv Ty AO'l\1 1rOAEt> 
iavrov Elvat, Kat TWV V~O'{,)V K4a;oµiva, Kat Kimpov· TU> <1e u/,,l,a, 'EiUriviva, 
1roAt:tf Kai µtKp<'ir Kat µt:y&:Xar, avrovoµovr .·tlvat, 1rt,~v Ai/µ1,ov, Kat 'Iµ{Jpov 
Kat I.1cvp01!, Tavrar oi:, WO'TrfP TO ap;ralov, Elvat 'Ai'17jvafov. 'Orrorepot Ve 
TaVT)'/V T~V Elpi/vriv µ~ Mxovrat, T 0 vT 0 L> ey i:J 1r 0;,, eµii ,O' (,)' µeril TWV 
Tavnt f3ov4oµivwv, 1<at m';'J Kai Kara i'1a4aGrrav, Kal vavrrt Kat ,tpl;µarrtv. 

2 Isokrate;;, Or. iv, (Paneg-yr.) s. 211. Kai ravrar ~µ<lr livayKaO'eV (the 
Persian king) iv O'T~Aatr /,ii'1ivatr uvaypa1f1avrnr tv 'TOtf KOtvolr TWV hpwv 
avai'1elvai, 1rOAV KUAAlOV rporralov TWV {v ralr µaxair ytyi•oµivwv. 

The Oratio Paneg:yrira of Isukratcs ( pnhlishcd uhont 380 B. c., seven 
years aftcrwar<t;) from which I here ropy, is the best evidenee of the feel
ings with which an intelli;!cnt and patriotic Greek looked upon this treaty 
at the time; when it was yet recent, hut when there liatl been full time To 
see how the Lacedxmonians carried it 011t. His other orations, though 
valuahle and instructive. were published later, and represent the feelings of 
after-time. 

Another contemporary, Pinto in his l\Icnexenus ( c. 17, p. 245 D ), stigma· 
tizes sc,·crely "the ha,;e urn! unholy act (airr,ypov Kat uvorrwv lpyov) of sur
rendering Greeks to the foreigner," nrnl nsserts that the Athenians resolutely 
refused to sanction it. This is a sullicicnt mark of his opinion respecting 
the peace of Antalkidas. 
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Pan-hellenic patriots it was the deepest disgrace and insult.I Ef
facing altogether the idea of an independent Hellenic world, bound 
together and regulated by the self-acting forces and common sym
pathies of its own members, - even the words of the convention 
proclaimed it as an act of intrusive foreign power, and erected the 
barbarian king into a dictatorial settler of Grecian differences ; 
a guardian 2 who cared for the peace of Greece more than the 
Greeks themselves. And thus, looking to the form alone, it was 
tantamount to that symbol of submission - the cession of earth 
and water-which had been demanded a century before by the 
ancestor of Artaxerxes from the ancestors of the Spartans and 
Athenians ; a demand, which both Sparta and Athens then not 
only repudiated, but resented so cruelly, as to put to death the 
heralds by whom it was brought, - stigmatizing the .lEginetans 
and others as traitors to Hellas for complying with it.3 Yet noth
ing more would have been implied in such cession than what stood 
embodied in the inscription on that "colonna infame," which 

I Isokrat. Or. iv, (Panegyr.) s. 207. 'A xpnv uvatpriv, Kat µ710rµiav l{i.v 
f;µf:pav, voµi~ovrer, 7r po a Tayµ a Ta "at o v av v fJ ii" a r rlvat, etc. ( s. 
213 ). Alaxpov i/µ1ir o')., 7/ r r n r 'EA.-;., U. aor v (3 pt~oµiv 7/ r, µ71orµiav 
7rotfiaaafJai Kotvi)v r1µ(,)piav, etc. 

The word 7rpoarftyµara exactly corresponds with an expression of Xeno
phon (put in the mouth of Autoklcs the Athenian envoy at Sparta), res
pecting the dictation of the pel{tle of Antalkidas by Artaxerxes - Kat ore 
µev Ba a L AEv r 1r po a i Ta TT EV avrovoµovr TuproAfl' dvat, etc. (Xen. 
Hellen. vi, 3, 9). 

2 lsokrat. Or. iv, (Panegyr.) s. 205. KaiTot rrwr ov XP'1 otal,vetv TavTar 
Tar oµoA,oyiar, t; WV TOtaVT7JV oo;a yiyovrv, tJare 0 .dv B{tp/3apor Ki}<!rrat Ti)~ 
'E').,').,U,oor Klll <f>vAa; Tij{ elpfiv71r faTLV, f;µwv of: Ttvf:r elatv ol Avµatvoµrvot IWL 

KllKwr 'TrOlOVVTf' abrfiv ; 
The word employed by Photins in his abstract of Theopompns (whether 

it be the expression of Theopompus himself, we cannot be certain- see 
Frngm. ll l, ed. Didot), to designate the position taken by Artaxerxes in 
reference to this peace, is - Tqv rlpfiv71v fiv Toir "EU71aiv l(Jpu(3rvarv 
which implies the peremptory decision of an official jurlge, analogous to 
another passage (139) of the Panegyr. Ornt. of lsokrntcs-Nvv o' lKeivo~ 
(Artaxerxes) lanv, oow1Kwv Tu rwv 'EA,A,fiv(,)v Kat µovov ovK lmarftffµovr 
lv rair 'TrOAEUl KafftaTu.. IUqv yup TOVTOV Tl TWV UAA(,)V vrroAOl'TrOV faTlV j 

Ov Kai rou 7roAiµov Kvpw~ lyivrTo, Kat Tijv elpfiv71v l7rpvTavevae, 
Kat TWV 7rapoVT(,)V 7rpayµuT(,)V lmaTUT7J• Kaffi:aT7]KfV j 

3 IIerodot. vi, 49. Kannopeav Alj'lvi}u(,)v Tu 1rt7rotijK01rv, 7rpooovrer ri)v , 
'EA..l.aoa. 
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placed the peace of Antalkidas side by side with the Pan-hellenic 
glories and ornaments at Olympia.I 

Great must have been the change wrought by the interme~1iate 
events, when Sparta, the ostensible president of Greece, - in her 
own estimation even more than in that of others,2 - had so lost 
all Pan-hellenic conscience and dignity, as to descend into an obse
quious minister, procuring and enforcing a Persian mandate for 
political objects of her own. How insane would such an anticipa
tion have appeared to JEschylus, or the audience who heard the 
Persro ! to Herodotus or Thucydides ! to Perikles and Architla
mus ! nay, even to Kallikratidas or Lysander ! )t was the last 
consummation of a series of previous political sins, invoking more 
and more the intervention of Persia to aid her against her Gre
cian enemies. 

Iler first application to the Great King for this purpose dates from 

1 Isokrates, Orat. xii, (Panathen.) s. 112-114. 
Plutarch (Agesil. c. 23; Artaxerxes, e. 21, 22) expresses himself in terms 

of bitter and well-merited indignation of this peace,-" if indeed (says he) 
we are to call this ignominy and betrayal of Greece by the name of peace, 
which brought with it as much infamy as the most diastrous war." Sparta. 
(he says) lost her headship by her defeat at Leuktra, but her honor had been 
lost before, by the convention of Antalkidas. 

It is in vain, however, that Plutarch tries to exonerate Agesilaus from 
any share in the peace. From the narrative (in Xenophon's Helleniea, 
v. i, 33) of his conduct at the taking of the oaths, we see that he espoused 
it most warmly. Xenophon (in the Encomium of Agesilaus, vii, 7) takes 
credit to Agesilaus for being µurnrrepa11r, which was tme, from the year B. c. 
396 to B. c. 394. But in B. c. 387, at the time of the peace of Antalkidas, 
he had become µtaofJ17(3aior; his hatred of Persia had given place to hatred 
of Thebes. · 

See also a vigorous passage of Justin (viii, 4), denouncing the disgrace
ful position of the Greek cities at a later time in calling in Philip of Mace· 
don as arbiter; a passage not less applicable to tho peace of Antalkidas; 
and perhaps borrowed from Theopompus. 

• Compare the language in which the Ionians, on their revolt from Dari· 
us king of Persia about 500 B. c., had implored tho aid of Sparta ( IIerodot. v, 
49 ). Ta KaT~IWVTa yup lan ravra. Iwvwv rraZoar oovAovr rlvat UVT' lAev
{Hµwv- ovw5or Kat uAyo> µeytaTOV µev avTOiat ~µiv, l Tl 0 e T Ci v A 0 t
1rW v vµ zv' 0 Ur,> -rrpoea Te a Te Ti;> .E AA &o 0 •• 

IIow striking is the contrast between these words and the peace of Antal
kidas ! and what would have been the fcclihgs of Herodotus himself if he 
could have heard of the latter event! 
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the commencement of the Peloponnesbn war, and is prefaced by 
an apology, little less than Jmmiliating, from king Archidamus; 
who, not unconscious of the sort of.treason which he was meditat
ing, plc;icls that Sparta, when the Athenians are conspiring against 
her, ought not to be blamed for asking from foreigners as well as 
from Greeks aid for her own preservation.I From the earliest 

. commencement to the seventh year of the war, many separate and 
successive envoys were despatched by the Spartans to Susa; two 
of whom were seized in Thrace, brought to Athens, and there put 
to death. The rest reached th-eir destination, but talked in so 
confused a way,, and contradicteu ea;:h othe1• so much, that the 
Persian court, unable to understand what they meant,2 sent Arta
phernes with letters to Sparta (in the seventh year of the war) 
complaining of such stupidity, and asking for clearer information. 
Artaphernes fell into the hands of an Athenian squadron at Eion 
on the Strymon, and was conveyed to Athens ; where he was 
treated with great politeness, and sent back (after the letters 
which he carried had been examined) to Ephesus. '\V'hat is more 
import.'tnt to note is, that Athenian envoys were sent along with 
him, with a view of bringing Athens into friendly communication 
with the Great King; which was only prevented by the fact that 
Artaxerxes Longimanus just then died. Here we see the fatal 
practice, generatecl by intestine war, of invoking Persian aid; be
gun by Sparta as an importunate solicitor, - ancl partially imi
tated by Athens, though we do not know what her envoys were 

-instructed to 8ay, had they been able to reach Susa. 
Nothing more is heard about Persian intervention until the 

year of the great Athenian disasters before Syracuse. Elate with 
the hopes arising out of that event, the Persians required no soli
citation, but were quite as eager to tender inte1fcrence for their 
own purposes, as Sparta was to invite them for hers. How ready 
Sparta was to purchase their aid by the surrender of the Asiatic 

1 Thucyd. i, 82. Kuv rovrr,i Kat riL f;µinpa ailrwv l;aprvern9at ;vµµux{,Jv 
Te 7rpoaay{,Jyij /Wt 'EAAi)V{,JV Kat {3 a p {3 up{,) v, et 7ro'9f:v rtva 1; v av Tl· 
KOV 1; ;tp17µuT{,JV ovvaµtv 7rpoai',171f1oµd}a, (uve7rt</J'9ovov oe, 1iaot 
l',,a7rep Kat i/µeir vrr:' 'A i917vafov l7rt/3ov},evoµei9a, µ~ "EA.A17var µ6vov uAAu 
Kat /3ap{3upovr 7rpoa/.a{3ovrar ota:a{,Ja~vat), etc. Compare also Plato, 
~fenexenus,c. 14,p.243Il. • 

' Thucyd. ii, 7, 67; iv, 50. 
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Greeks, and that too without any stipulations in their favor, - has 
been recounted in my last volume.I She had not now the excuse, 
-for it stands only as an excuse and not as a justification-of 
self-defence ngainst nggres~ion from Athens, which Archidamus 
had produced at the beginning of the war. Even then it was 
only a colorable excuse, not borne out by the reality of the case; 
but now, the avowed as well as the real object was something 
quite different,- not to repel, but to crush, .A.thens. Y ct to ac
complish that object, not even of pretended safety, but of pure 
ambition, Sparta sacrificed unconditionally the libeity of her Asi
atic kinsmen ; a price which ..A.rchidamus at the beginning of the 
war would certainly never have endured the thoughts of paying, 
notwithstanding the then formidable power of Athens. Here, too, 
we fiml Athens following the example; and consenting, in hopes 
of procuring Persian aid, to the like sacrifice, though the bargain 
was never consummated; It is true that she was then contending 
for her existence. Xevcrthcless, the facts afford melancholy proof 
how much the sentiment of Pan-hellenic independence became 
enfeebled in both the leaders, amidst the fierce intestine conflict 
terminated by the battle of 1"Egospotami.2 

1 See Vol. IX, Ch. LXXV, p. 360. 
Compare the expressions of Demosthenes (cont. A1;stokmt. c. 33, p. 666) 

attesting the prcYalcnt indignation among the Athenians of his time, nhont 
this surrender of the Asiatic Greeks by Sparta, - and his oration De Uho
dior. Libcrtatc, c. 13, p. 199, where he sets the peace of Kalli:rn, made by 
Athens with Persia in 449 B. c., in contrast with the peace of Antalkidas, 
contracted under the am:piecs of Sparta. 

2 This is strikingly set forth by Isokrntes, Or. xii, (Panathen.) s. 16i
l i3. In this passage, howcrnr, he distributes his blame too equally between 
Sp:uia and Athens, whereas the ],Jame belongs of right to the former, in 
far gri'atcr proportion. Sparta not only began the practice of invoking the 
Great King, and invoking his aicl by disgrnccfol concessions, - but she also 
carried it, at the peace of Antalkidas, to a more extreme point of selfish
ness and subservience. Athens is guilty of following the bad example of 
her rival, hut to a less extent, and under greater excuse on the plea of ne· 
ccssity. 

Isokrates says in another place of this discourse, respecting the various 
acts of wrong-doing towards the general interest of Hcllas - tmr5w<riov 
rovr µ'Ev ~µeripovr b 'Ptµ a{) e i r aim:iv yeyevrJµ{vovr, AaKerlai;wvfovr rle ril. 
µev r.pwrovr, ril elf 11ovovr, l!;a,uaprovrar (Panath. s.103). "\Vhich 
is much nearer the tmth th.'ln the passage bccforc rcfciTed to. 
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After that battle, the bargain between Sparta and Persia would 
doubtless have been fulfilled, and the Asiatic Greeks would have 
passed at once under the dominion of the latter, - had not an 
entirely new train of circumstances arisen out of the very pecu
liar position and designs of Cyrus. That young prince did all in 
his power to gain the aff~ctions of the Greeks, as auxiliaries for 
his ambitious speculations; in which speculations both Sparta and 
the Asiatic Greeks took part, compromising themselves irrevocably 
against Artaxerxes, and still more against Tissaphernes. Sparta 
thus became unintentionally the enemy of Perisa, and found her
self compelled to protect the Asiatic Greeks against his hostility, 
with which they were threatened; a protection easy for her to 
confer, not merely from the unbounded empire which she then 
enjoyed over the Grecian worid, but from the presence of the 
renowned Cyreian Ten Thousand, and the contempt for Persian 
military strength which they brought home from their retreat. 
She tlma finds herself in the exercise of a Pan-hcllenic protecto
rate or presidency, first through the ministry of Derkyllidas, next 
of Agesilaus, who even sacrifices at Aulis, takes up the sceptre of 
Agamemnon, and contemplates large schemes of aggression 
against the Great King. Here, however, the Persians play against 
her the same game which she had invoked them to assist in play
ing against Athens. Their fleet, which fifteen years before she 
had invited for her own purposes, is now brought in against her
self, and with far more effect, since her empire was more odious 

. as well as more oppressive than the Athenian. It is now Athens 
and her allies who call in Persian aid; without any direct engage
ment, indeed, to surrender the Asiatic Greeks, for we are told that 
after the battle of Kni<lus, Konon incurred the displeasure of the 
Persians by his supposed plans for reuniting them with Athcns,t 
and Athenian ai<l was still continued to Evagoras,-yet, never
theless, indircc!Iy paving the way for that consummation. If 
Athens and her allies here render themselves culpable of an ab
negation of Pan-hellenic sentiment, we may remark, as before, 
that they act under the pressure of stronger necessities than could 
ever be pleaded by Sparta; and that they might employ on their 
own behalf, with much greater truth, the excuse of self-preserva
tion preferred by king Archidamus. 

1 Cornelius Ncpos, Conon. c. 5. 
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But never on any occasion clid that excuse fincl less real place 
tha~ in regarcl to the. mission of Antalkidas. Sparta was at that 
time so powe1ful, even after the loss of her maritime empire, that 
the allies at the Isthmus of Corinth, jealous of each other and 
held together only by common terror, coulcl hardly stand on the 

' 	 defensive against her, ancl would probably have been disunited by 
reasonable offers on her part; nor would. she have needed even to 
recall Agcsilaus from Asia. Nevertheless, the mission was prob
ably clictatecl in great measure by a grouncllcss panic, arising from 
the sight of the revived Long 'Valls and re-fortifiecl Pirams, and 
springing at once to the fancy, that a new Athenian empire, such 
as had existed forty years before, was about to start into life; a 
fancy little likely to be realized, since the very peculiar circum
stances which had created the first Athenian empire were now 
totally reversecl. Debarred from maritime empire herself, the 
first object ;with Sparta was, to shut out Athens from the like; the 
next, to put down all partial federations or political combinations, 
and to enforce universal autonomy, or the maximum of political 
isolation ; in order that there might nowhere exist a power capa
ble of resisting herself, the strongest of all individual states. As 
a means to this end, which was no less in the interest of Persia 
than in ·hers, she outbid all prior subserviences to the Great King, 
betrayed to him not only one entire division of her Hellenic kins
men, but abo the general honor of the Hellenic name in the most 
flagrant manner, - and volunteered to medise in order that the 
Persians might repay her by laconising.i To ensure fully the 
obedience of all the satraps, who had more than once manifestecl 
dissentient views of their own, Antalkidas procured and brought 
tlown a formal orcler signed ancl sealed at Susa; and Sparta un
dertook, without shame or scruple, to enforce the same order, 
"the convention sent down by the king,'' - upon all llCr country
men; thus converting them into the subjects, and herself into a 
sort of viceroy or satrap, of Artaxerxes. Such an act of treason 
to the Pan-hellenic cause was far more flagrant ancl destructive 
than that alleged confederacy with the Persian king, for which the 
Theban Ismcnias was afterwards put to death, and that, too, by 

1 Isok. Or. iv, (Pancgyr.) s. 145. Ka1 r\J f3ap(3up<,J riiJ rT;r: 'Acriar; Kparovv
rt crvµrrpuTTOVCil (the Lace<l:l!monians) Ufr{,)!: wr; µE}LcrTT/V apxT;v Uovcrtv. 

1* 
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the Spartans themselves.l Unhappily it formed a precedent.for 
the future, and was closely copied afterwards by Thebes ; 2 fore
boding but too clearly the short career which Grecian political 
independence had to rnn. 

That large patriotic sentiment, which dictated the magnanimous 
answer sent by the Athenians3 to the offers of .Mardonius in 479 
B. c., refusing in the midst of ruin present and prospective, all 
temptation to betray the sanctity of Pan-hellenic fellowship, 
that sentiment which had been during the two following genera
tions the predominant inspiration of Athens, and had also been 
powerful, though always less powe1ful, at Sparta,-was now, in 
the former, overlaid by more pressing apprehensions, and in the 
latter completely extinguished. Now it was to the leading states 
that Greece had to look, for holding up the great banner of Pan
hellenic independence ; from the smaller states nothing more could 
be required than that they should adhere to and defend it, when 
upheld.4 But so soon as Sparta was seen to solicit and enforce, 
and Athens to accept (even under constraint), the proclamation 
under the king's hand and seal brought down by Antalkidas,
that banner was no longer a part of the public emblems of Gre

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 35. • Xen. Hellen. vii, l,' 33-39. 
8 Heroclot. viii, 143. 
The explanation which the .Athenians give to the Spartan envoys, of the 

reasons and feelings which dictated their answer of refusal to .Alexander 
(viii, 144 ), arc not less impressive than the answer itself. 

But whoever would duly feel and appreciate the treason of the Spartans 
in soliciting the convention of .Antalkidas, should read in contrast with it 
that speech which their envoys address to the .Athenians, in order to induce 
the latter to stand out against the temptations of Mardonius (viii, 142). 

4 The sixth oration (called .Archidamus) of Isokrates sets forth emphati· 
cally the magnanimous sentiments, and comprehensive principles, on which 
it becomes Sparta to model her puhlic conduct, - as altogether different 
from the simple considerations of prudence and security which are suitable 
to humbler states like Corinth, Epidaurns, or Phlius (.Archidamus, s. 105, 
106, llO). 

Contrast these lofty pretensions with the dishonorable realities of the 
convention of .Antalkidas, - not thrust upon Sparta by superior force, but 
both originally sued out, and finally enforced by her, for her own political 
ends. 

Compare also Isokrates, Or. xii, (Panathen.) s.169-172, about the disscn· 
sion of the leading Greciau states, and its baneful effects. 
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cian political life. The grand idea represented by it, - of collec
tive self-determining IIellenism,-was left to dw~ll in the bosoms 
of individual patriots. 

If ~ve look at the convention of Antalki<las apart from its form 
and warranty, and with reference to its substance, we shall find 
that though its first article was unequivocally disgraceful, its last 
was at least popular as a promise to the car. Universal autonomy, 
to each city, small or great, was dear to Grecian political instinct. 
I have already remarked more than once that the exaggerated 
force of this desire was the chief cause of the short duration of 
Grecian freedom. Absorbing all the powers of life to the sepa
rate parts, it left no vital force or integrity to the whole; especially, 
it robbed both each and all of the power of self-defence against 
foreign assailants. Though indispensable up to a certain point 
and under certain modifications, yet beyond these modifications, 
which Grecian political instinct was far from recognizing, it pro
duced a great preponderance of mischief. Although, therefore, 
this item of the convention was in its promise acceptable and pop
ular, - and although we shall find it hereafter invoked as a pro- / 
tection in various individual cases of injustice, - we must inquire 
how it was carried into execution, before we can pronounce 
whether it was good or evil, the present of a friend or of an 
enemy. 

The succeeding pages will furnish an answer to this inquiry. 
The Laccdmmonians, as "presidents (guarantees or executors) of 
the peace, sent down by the king," 1 undertook the duty of execu
tion ; and we shall see that from the beginning they meant noth
ing sincerely. They <lid not even attempt any sincere and steady 
compliance with the honest, though undistinguishing, political in
stinct of the Greek mind ; much less <lid they seek to grant as 
much as was really good, and to withhold the remainder. They 
defined autonomy in such manner, and meted it out in such por
tions, as suited their own political interests and purposes. The 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, I, 36. 
'Ev oi: r<;i 1roAiµ't' µu'A'Aov U.vrtp/ifn•"'!: roli; lvavrfoti; rrpurrovrer ol Aa1ceoat

µ6vt0t, rro'Av lrrtKvoiarepol lyevovro lK rfir lrr' 'AvraAKioov 
tlp&vrg KaAovµevrw rrpoara rat y ilp yevoµevot rij !: vrro {3 a al• 
.At"' r Ka r arr e µ gn'J e fo 1/ r el p;, v 1J r, Kai r~v avrovoµiav rali; mJ'Aea1 
'11'parrovrei;, etc. 
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promise made by the convention, except in so far as it enabled 
them to increase, their own power by dismemberment or party in
tervention, proved altogether false and hollow. For if we look 
back to the beginning of the Peloponnesian war, when they sent 
to Athens to require general autonomy throughout Greece, we 
shall find that the word had then a distinct and serious import; 
demanding that the cities held in dependence by Athens should 
be left free, which freedom Sparta might have ensured for them 
herself at the close of the war, had she not preferred to convert 
it into a far harsher empire. But in 387 (the date of the peace 
of Antalkidas) there were no large body of subjects to be eman
cipated, except the allies of Sparta herself, to whom it was by no 
means intended to apply. So that in fact, what was promised, as 
well as what was realized, even by the most specious item of this 
disgraceful convention, was - " that cities should enjoy autonomy, 
not for their own comfort and in their own way, but for Laccdre
monian convenience;" a significant phrase (employed by Peri
kles,t in the debates preceding the Peloponnesian war) which 
forms a sort of running text for Grecian history during the sixteen 
years between the peace of Antalkidas and the battle of Leuktra. 

I have already mentioned that the first two applications of the 
newly-proclaimed autonomy, made by the Lacedmmonians, were 
to extort from the Corinthian government the dismissal of its Ar
geian auxiliaries, aml to compel Thebes to renounce her ancient 
prcsitlency of the Bccotian federation. The latter especially was 
an object which they had long had at heart; 2 and by both, their 
ascendency in Greece was much increased. Athens, too, terrified 
by the new development of Persian force as well as partially bribed 
by the restoration of her. three islands, into an acceptance of the 
peace, - was thus robbed of her Theban and Corinthian allies, 
::md disabled from opposing the Spartan projects. But before we 
enter upon these projects, it will be convenient to turn for a short 
time to the proceedings of the Persians. 

Thncyd. i, 144. Kvv vii TOVTOl' (to the Lacedremoniun envoys) arroKpl· 
vuµevot arrorriµ1/n>µev . ••......... TU' Ve rroA.et, Ort avrovoµov, arp~ao1iev, 

el «al aVTov<Jµov<; lxovTt~ la7retuUµef>a, xal Orav xltKe'ivot Tal<; aVrWv UrroOWu& 
'lroAeat µ ~ a 1' ia t r o l r A a" evatµ ovi o t' t rr t T 1J oei"'' av r o v o µ e Z
u if at, aA.A.a avrol, tKuurot,, i:i, (30£.A.ovrat. 

• Xen. Hellen. v, l, :JG. olmep m'.tl.at trreifvµovv. 

I 
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Even before the death of Darius Noth.us (father of Artaxerxes 
and Cyrus) Egypt had revolted from the Per8ians, under a native 
prince named Amyrta:ms. To the Grecian leaders who accom
panied Cyrus in his expedition against his brother, this revolt was 
well known to have much incensed the Persians; so that Klcar
chus, in the conversation which took place after the death of Cyrus 
about accommodation with Artaxerxes, intimated that the Ten 
Thousand could lend him effectual aid in reconquering Egypt.l 
It was not merely these Greeks who were exposed to danger by 
the death of Cyrus, but also the various Persians and other sub
jects who had lent assistance to him; all of whom made submis
sion and tried to conciliate Artaxerxes, except Tamos, who had 
commanded the fleet of Cyrus on the coasts both of Ionia and 
IGlikia. Such was the ahmn of Tamos when Tissaphemes came 
down in full power to the coast, that he fled with his fleet and 
treasures to Egypt, to seek protection from king Psammctichu~, 
to whom he had rendered valuable service. This traitor, how
ever, having so valuable a deposit brought to him, forgot every
thing else in his avidity to make it sure, and put to death Tamos 
with all his children.2 About 305 B. c., we find Nephereus king 
of Egypt lending aid to the Laced::cmonian fleet against Arta
xcrxes.3 Two years afterwards (302-390 n. c.), during the years 
immediately succeeding the victory of Knidus, and the voyage of 
Pharnabazus across the .J°Egean to Peloponnesns,- we hear of 
that satrap as employed with Abrokomas and Tithraustes in stren
uous but unavailing efforts to reconquer Egypt.4 Having thus 

1 Xen. Anab. ii, 5, 13. 
It would appear that the revolt of Egypt from Persia must date between 

414-411 B. c.; but this point is obscure. See Rocckh, l\Ianctho urn! die 
IIanustern-Pcriodc, pp. 358, 36.3, Berlin 1845; and Ley, :Fata ct Comlitio 
JEgypti sub Imperio Pcrsarum, p. 55. , 

M. Hchdautz, Vitro Iphicratis, Timothei, ct Chabrire, p. 240, places tho 
revolt rather earlier, about 414 n. c.; and l\Ir. Fynes Clinton (Fasti Hellen . 
.A ppenuix, ch. 18, p. 317) countenances tho same date. • 

• Diodor. xiv, 35. 

This Psammctichus is presumed by Ley (in his Dissertation above cited, 


p. 20) to be the same person as Amyrtreus the Saite in the list of l\Ianctho, 
under a different name. It is also possible, however, that he may have 
been king over a part of Egypt, contemporaneous with .Amyrtreus. 

3 Diodor. xiv, 79. 
- ' This is the chronology lnid dmrn by ::\I. Reht!autz (Vitre Iphicratis, 
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repulsed the Persians, the Egyptian king Akoras is found between 
890-380 n. c.,1 sending aid to Evagoras in Cyprus against the 
same enemy. And in spite of farther efforts made afterwards by 
.Artaxerxes to reconquer Egypt, the native kings in that country 
maintained their independence for about sixty years in all, until 
the reign of his successor Odms. 

But it was a Grecian enemy, - of means inferior, yet of qual
ities much superior, to any of these Egyptians, - who occupied 
the chief attention of the Persians immediately after the peace of 
Antalkidas; Evagoras, despot of Salamis in Cyprus. Respecting 
that prince we possess a discourse of the most glowing and super
abundant eulogy, composed after his death for the satisfaction (and 
probably paid for with the money) of his son and successor Niko
kles, by the contemporary Isokrates. .Allowing as we must do for 
exaggeration and partiality, even the trustworthy features of the 
picture are sufficiently interesting. 

Evagoras belonged to a Salaminian stock of Gens called the 
Teukridre, which numbered among its ancestors the splendid le
gendary names of Teukrus, Telamon, and 1Eakus; taking its de
parture, through them, from the divine name of Zeus. It was 
believed that the. archer Teukrus, after retuming from the siege 
of Troy to (the Athenian) Salamis, had emigrated under a harsh 
order from his father Telamon, and given commencement to the 
city of that name on the eastern coast of Cyprus.2 As in Sicily, 
so in Cyprus, the Greek and I'hccnician elements were found in 
near contact, though in very different proportions. Of the nine 
or ten separate city communities, which divided among them the 
whole sea-coast, the inferior towns being all dependent upon one 

Clrnbriro, et Timothei, Epimetr. ii, pp. 241, 242) on very probable grounds, 
p1incipally from Isokrates, Orut. iv, (Panegyr.) s. 161, 162. 

1 Diodor. xv, 2, 3. 
2 Isokrates, Or0 iii, (Nikokl.) s. 50; Or. ix, (Evagoras) s. 21; Pansanias, 

ii, 29, 4; Di odor. xiv, 98. 
The historian Thcopompns, when entering upon the history of Evngoras, 

seems to have related many legendary talcs respecting the Greek Gentes in 
Cyprus, an<l to have represented Agamemnon himself as ultimately mi
grating to it (Thcopompns, Frag. lll, ed. 'Vichers; and ed. Didot. ap. 
Photium). 

The tomb of the archer Tenkrus was shown at Salamis in Cyprus. See 
the Epigram of Aristotle, Antholog. i, 8, ll2. 
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or other of them, - seven pass for Hellenic, the two most consid
erable being Salamis and Soli ; three for Phccnician, - Paphos, 
Amathus, and Kitium. Probably, however, there was in each 
a mixture of Greek and Phccnician population, in different pro
portions.I Each was ruled by its own separate prince or despot, 
Greek or Phccnician. The Greek immigrations (though their 
exact date cannot be assigned) appear to have been later in date 
than the Phccnician. At the time of the Ionic revolt (n. c. 49G), 
the preponderance was on the side of Hellenism ; yet with consid
erable intermixture of Oriental custom. Hellenism was, however, 
greatly crushed by the Persian reconquest of the revolters, ac
complished through the aid of the Phamiciarn; 2 on the oppo:;ite 
continent. And though doubtless the victories of Kirnon and the 
Athenians ( 470-450 B. c.) partially revived it, yet Perikles, in his 
pacification with the Persians, had prudently relinquished Cyprus 
as well as Egyp1',; 3 so that the Grecian clement in the former, 

1 Movers, in his very learned investigations respecting the Phmnicians 
(vol. iii, ch. 5, p. 203-221 seq.), attempts to establish the existence of an 
ancient population in Cyprus, called Kitians ; once extended over the 
island, and of which the town called Ki ti um was the remnant. He supposes 
them to have been a portion of the Canaanitish population, anterior to the 
Jewish occupation of Palestine. The Phmnician colonies in Cyprus he 
reckons as of later date, superadded to, and depressing these natives. Ifo 
supposes the Kilikian population to have been in early times Canaanitish 
also. Engel (Kypros, vol. i, p. 166) inclines to admit the same hypothesis 
as highly probable. 

The sixth century B. c. (from 600 downwards) appears to have been very 
unfavorable to the Phmnicians, bringing upon Tyre severe pressure from 
the Chaldeans, as it brought captivity upon the Jews. During the same 
period, the Grecian commerce with Egypt was greatly extended, especially 
by the reign of the Phil-hellenic Amasis, who acquired possession of Cy
prus. l\Iuch of the Grecian immigration into Cyprus probably took place 
at this time; we know of one body of settlers invited by Philokyprus to 
Soli, under the assistance of the Athenian Solon (Movers, p. 244 seq.). 

2 llerodot. v, I09. • 
Compare the description given by Herodotus of the costume and arms 

of the Cypriots in the armament of Xerxes,-half Oriental (vii, 90). The 
Salaminians used chariots of war in battle (v, 113); as the Carthaginians 
did, before they learnt the art of training elephants (Diodor. xvi, 80; Plu· 
tarch, Timoleon, e. 27). 

3 See Vol. V. of this History, Ch. xlv, p. 335. 
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receiving little extraneous encouragement, became more and more 
subordinate to the Phamician. 

It was somewhere about this time that the reigning princes of 
Salamis, who at the time of the Ionic revolt had been Greeks of 
the Teukrid Gens,' were supplanted and dethroned by a Phmni
cian exile who gained their confidence and made himself despot 
in their placc.2 To insure his own sceptre, this usurper did every
thing in his power to multiply and strengthen the Phomician pop
ulation, as well as to discourage and degrade the Hellenic. The 
same policy was not only continued by his successor at Salamis, 
but seems also to have been imitated in several of the other towns; 
insomuch that during most part of the Peloponnesian war, Cyprus 
became sensibly dis-hellenized. The Greeks in the island were 
harshly oppressed; new Greek visitors and merchants were kept 
off by the most repulsive treatment, as well as by threats of those 
cruel mutilations of the body which were habitlJ;'llly employed as 
penalties by the Orientals ; while Grecian arts, education, music, 
poetry, and intelligence, were rapidly on the decline.3 

1 One of these princes, howeYer, is mcntionecl as bearing the l'hcenieian 
name of Siromus (Herod. Y, 104). 

2 'Ve may gather this hy putting together IIerodot. iv, 162; v, 104-ll4; 
with Isokrates, Or. ix, (Erngoras) s. 22. 

3 Isokrates, Or. ix, (Erng.) s. 23, 55, 58. 
IIapa?,apwv yi!p (Erngoras) ri1v rroAiv l.K{3e(3ap(3apc.Jµ€v71v, Kai 

Jtu r1/v rwv <PotviKwv cip:r_'ftv ohe roi•r "E;1),17var r.porrc5qoµiv17v, ovre ri.:i;va, 
br1rrra,uf:v17v, uvr' lµrropi<,> 'Xf>wµ{v7JV, ovre AlflfVa KeKTr;µiv7jV, etc. 

Tiptv µiv yup /,a(JeZv Evayopav Ti/v upx"i" ovrnr arrporroirrrnr Kat .:i;aArnwr 
el.:i;ov, f:Jrrre Ka~ TwV ap-;rovTc.JV TOVTOV!," EV0/11/;ov elvat {3eArtrrTOVC Ol TI Ve~ 
wµo Tara 7r po r Toi! r "EA A7J var cJ i a Ke iµ ev ot rvy.:i;avotev, etc. 

This last passage receives remarkable illustration from the oration of 
Lysias against Andokides, in which he alludes to the visit of the latter to 
Cyprus- µera vi: raiira fol.evrrev iir Tov KtTtf:c.Jv (3arr1Af:a, Kat r.poc5tc5ovr 
AT/rfi>'Jel, vrr' avrov tvi:>'J17, Kat ob µovov TUV 1'tavarov t90{3eiro aAAIL Tu Ka>'J' 
f/µipav aiKfoµara, oloµevor TU aKpc.JTi/pta !;'wvTO!," U'lr:OTµ7Ji'Jfirreqi'Jat 
(s. 26). 

Engel (Kypros, vol. i, p. 286) impugns the gcnernl correctness of this 
narratiye of Isokratcs. He produces no adequate reasons, nor clo I myself 
see any, for this contradiction. 

Not only Konon, but al:io his friend Nikophcmus, had a wife aud family 
at Cypms, besides another family in Athens (Lysias, De Bonis Aristopha
nis, Or. xix, s. 38). 

http:KtTtf:c.Jv
http:ap-;rovTc.JV
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Notwithstanding such untoward circumstances, in which the 
youth of the Teukrid Evagoras at Salamis was passed, he mani
fested at an early age so much energy both of mind and body, 
and so much power of winning popularity, that he became at once 
a marked man both among Greeks and Phrenicians. It was about 
this time that the Phrenician despot was slain, through a conspi
racy formed by a Kitian or Tyrian named Abdemon, who got 
possession of his sceptre.I The usurper, mistrustful of his posi
tion, and anxious to lay hands upon all conspicuous persons who 
might be capable of doing him mischief, tried to seize Evagoras ; 
hut the latter escaped and passed over to Soli and Kilikia. 
Though thus to all appearance a helpless exile, he found means to 
strike a dcci8ive blow, while the new usurpation, stained by its 
first violences and rapacity, was surrounded by enemies, doubters, 
or neutrals, without having yet cstabli8hcd any firm footing. Ile 
crossed over frotn Soli in Kilikia, with a small but determined 
band of about fifty followers, - obtained secret admission by a 
postern gate of Salamis, - and assaulted Abdemon by night in his 
palace. In spite of a vastly superior number of guards, this en
terprise was comluctcd with-such extraordinary daring and jmlg
ment, that Abdemon perished, and Evagoras became despot in his 
place.!J 

The splendor of this exploit was quite sufficient to seat Evago
ras unopposed on the throne, amidst a population always accus
tomed to princely government ; while among the Salaminian 
Greeks he was still farther endeared by his Teukrid descent.3 
His conduct fully justified the expectations entertained. Not 
merely did he refrain from bloodshed, or spoliation, or violence for 

1 Theopompus (Fr. 111) calls Abdcmon a Kitian; Diodorus ( xiy, 98) 
calls him a Tyrian. Movers (p. 206) thinks that both are correct, and that 
he was a Kitian living at Tyre, who had migrated from Salamis during the 
Athenian preponderance there. There were Kitians, not natives of the 
town of Kition, but belonging to the ancient population of thq island, living 
in the various towns of Cyprus ; and there were also Kitians mentioned as 
resident at Sidon (Diogen. Laert. Vit. Zenon. s. 6). 

• Isokrates, Or. ix, (Evagorns) s. 29-35; also Or. iii, (Nikokl.) s. 33; 
Theopomp. Fragm. 111, ed. 'Yiehcrs and ed. Didot. Diodor. xiv, 98. 

The two latter mention the name, Audymon or Abd0mon, which Isokra
tes does not specify. 

3 	 Isokrates, Or. iii, (Nikokles) s. 33. 

VOL. x. 2oc. 
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the gratification of personal appetite; abstinences remarkable 
enough in any Grecian despot to stamp his reign with letters of 
gokl, and the more remarkable in Evagorus, since he had the sus
ceptible temperament of a Greek, though his great mental force 
always kept it nn<lcr due control.I But he was abo careful in 
inquiring into, and strict in punishing crime, yet without those 
demonstrations of cruel infliction by which an Oriental prince dis
played his cncrgy.2 His government was at the same time highly 
popular and conciliating, as well towards the multitude as towards 
individuals. Imlcfatigablc in his own personal supervision, he 
examined everything for himself, shaped out his own line of pol
icy, and kept watch over its execution.3 He was foremost in all 
effort and in all danger. Maintaining undisturbed security, he 
gradually doubled the wealth, commerce, industry, and military 
force, of the city, while his own popularity and renown went on 
increasing. 

Above all, it was his first wish to renovate, both in Salamis and 
in Cyprus, that Hellenism which the Phoonieian despots of the 
last fifty years had done so much to extinguish or corrupt. For 
aid in this scheme, he seems to have J;urned his thoughts to Athens, 
with which city he was connected as a Teukrid, by gentile and 
legendary sympathies, - and which was then only just ceasing to 
be the great nantl power of the .lEgean. For though we cannot 
exactly make out the date at which Evagoras began to reign, we 

I Isokrat. Or. ix, s. 5.3. ~yovµevor; TWV i;VOl'WV, UAA' OUK. uyoµevor; {nr' 
aVrtJv, etc . 

• Isokr. Or. ix, 51. oMiva µf:v uVtKWV, rovr; Ve XP7JrlTOVr; TLµwv, Kat "'/>Oopa 
(LEV cL1l"UVTl.JV upxwv, Voµ iµw r; OE T 0 Vr; {~ aµa p Ta VO V Tar; KOAu(wv 
(s. 58}- or; ou µovov rfiv lavrov rroAiv rrAeiuvor; Miav lrro{7Jrrev, <tAAa Kat 
ruv rurrov /i/,ov, riiv rreptixovra rr1v v~rrov, lrrt rrpq;6r71ra Kai µerpt· 
6T 7/ Ta rrpo~yayEJ1, etc.; compare s. 81. 

These epithets, lau:ful punishment, mild dealing, etc., cannot be folly un
derstood except in contrast with the mutilations alluded to by Lysias, in 
the passage cited in a n0te on page Hi, above; also with exactly similar 
mutilations, mentioned by Xenophon as systcmaticnlly infli<:tcd upon of
fernlcrs by Cyrus the younger (Xenoph. Anahas. i, 9, 13). Ouvdr; yup ~1iwv 
(says Isokratcs about the Persians) ovnir; alKir;tmt rovr; oiK.frar;, iir; lKeZvo1 
rovr; iAevi'Hpovr; Kol,U.;ovrrtv - Or. iv, (Pancg.) 142. 
· 3 Isokratcs, Or. ix, (Evag.) s. 50-56. 

The language of the cneomiast, though exaggerated, must douhtli>ss be 
founded in truth, as the result shows. 

http:cL1l"UVTl.JV
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may conclude it to have been about 411 or 410 n. c. It seems to 
have been shortly after that period that he was visited by Ando
kidcs the Athenian; t moreover, he must have been a prince not 
merely established, but powerful, when he ventured to harbor 
Konon in 405 n. c., after the battle of .1Ego~potami. He invited 
to Salamis fresh immigrants from Attica and other parts of Greece, 
as the prince Philokyprus of Soli had done under the auspices of 
Solon,2 a century and a half before. He took especial pains to 
revive and improve Grecian letters, arts, teaching, music, and in
tellectual tendencies. Such encouragement was so successfully 
aclministered, that in a few years, without constraint or violence, 
the face of Salamis was changed. The gentleness and sociaLility, 
the fashions and pursuits, of Hellenism, Lecame again predomi
nant; with great influence of example over all the other towns of 
the i~lund. 

IIatl the rise of Evagoras taken place a few years earlier, 
Athens might perhaps have availetl herself of the opening to turn 
her amLition eastward, in preference to that disastrous impulse 
which led her westward to Sicily. But coming as he ditl only at 
that later moment when she was hartl pressed to keep up even a 
defensive war, he profitetl rather by her weakness than by her 
strength. During those closing years of the war, when the Athe
nian empire was partially broken up, and when the .L"Egean, in
stead of the tranquillity which it lrnd enjoyed for fifty years under 
Athens, Lecame a scene of contest between two rival money-levy
ing fleets, - many out-settlers from Athens, who had acquiretl 
property in the falarnls, the Chersonesus, or elsewhere, untler her 
guarantee, fonncl themselves insecure in every way, and were 
temptecl to change their abocles. Finally, by the defeat of .i"Egos
potami (n. c. 405), all such out-settlers as then remained were 
ex pell eel, and forced to seek shelter either at Athens (at that mo
ment the least attractive place in Greece), or in some other local
ity. To such persons, not less than to the Athenian atlmiral 
Konon with his small remnant of Athenian triremes saved out of 
the great defeat, the proclaimecl invitations of Evagoras woultl 
present a harbor of refuge !iowhere ebe to be found. According
ly, we learn that numerous settlers of the best character, from 

1 Lysias cont. Andokid. s. 28. • Plutarch, Solou, c. 2G. 
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different parts of Greece, crowded to Salamis.I 1\Iany Atl1enian 
women, during the years of destitution and suffering which pre
ceded as well as followed the battle of lEgospotami, were well 
pleased to emigrate and find husbands in that city ; 2 while through
out the wide range of the Laced~monian empire, the numerous 
victims exiled by the harmosts and dekarchies had no other re
treat on the whole so safe and tempting. The extensive plain of 
Salamis afforded lands for many colonists. On what comlitions, 
indeed, they were admitted, we do not know ; but the conduct of 
Evagoras as a ruler, gave universal satisfaction. 

During the first years of his reign, Evagoras doubtless paid his 
tribute regularly, and took no steps calculated to offend the Per
sian king. But as his power increased, his ambition increased 
also. "\Ve find him towards the year 390 B. c., engaged in a strug
gle not merely with the Persian king, but with Amathus and Ki
tium in his own island, and with the great Phtcnician cities on the 
mainland. By what steps, or at what precise period, this war be
gan, we cannot determine. At the time of the battle of Knidus 
(394 B. c.) Evagoras had not only paid his tribute, but was mainly 
instrumental in getting the Persian fleet placed under Konon to 

1 Isokrates, Or. ix, (Evag.) s. 59-61; compare Lysias, Or. xix, (De Aris
toph. Bon.) s. 38-46; and Diodor. xiv, 98 . 

• Isokrates, l. c. -rraulorrottlcn'iat oe rovr 'lrAflarovr abrwv yvvalKar 'Aaµf3U.11
011rer -rrap' i/µwv, etc. 

For the extreme distress of Athenian women during these trying times, 
consult the statement in Xenophon, ~Iemorab. ii, 7, 2-4. 

The Athenian Andokides is accused of having canicd ont a young wo
man of citizen fomily,-his own cousin, and daughter of an Athenian 
named Aristcidcs, - to Cyprus, and there to have soILI her to the despot of 
Kitium for a cargo of wheat. But being threatened with prosecution for 
this act before the Athenian Dikastery, he stole her away again and brought 
her back to Athens ; in which act, however, he was detected by the prince, 
and punished with imprisonment from which he had the good fortune to 
escape. (Plutarch, Vit. X, Orat. p. 834; Photius, Cod. 261 ; Tzctzcs, Chi
Iiad. vi, 36i ). 

How much there may be of truth in this accusation, we have no means 
of determining. But it illustrates the way.Jn which the Athenian maidens, 
who liad no dowry at home, were provided for by their relatives elsewhere. 
Probably Amlokides took this young woman out, under the engagement to find 
a Grecian husband for her in Cyprus. Instead of doing this, he sold her for 
his own profit to the harem of the prince; or at least, is accused of having 
so sold her. 

http:Aa�f3U.11
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act against the Lacedremonians, himself serving aboard.I It was 
in fact (if we may believe Isokrates) t-0 the extraordinary energy, 
ability, and power, displayed by him on that occasion in the ser
vice of Artaxerxes himself, that the jealousy and alarm of the 
latter against him are to be ascribed. Without any provocation, 
and at the very moment when he was profiting by the zealous ser
vices of Evagoras, the Great King treacherously began to manreu
vre against him, and forced him into the war in self-defence.2 
Evagoras accepted the challenge, in spite of the disparity of 
strength, with such courage and efficiency, that he at first gained 
marked successes. Seconded by his son i~nytagoras, he not only 
worsted and humbled Amathus, Kitium, and Soli, which cities, 
under the prince Agyris, auhered to Artaxerxes, - but also 
equipped a large fleet, attacked the Phrenicians on the mainland 
with so much vigor as even to take the great city of Tyre ; pre
vailing, moreover, upon some of the Kilikian towns to declare 
against the Persians.a Ile received powerful aid from Akoris, 
the native anu independent king in Egypt, as well as from Cha
brias and the force sent out by the Athenians.4 Beginning appa
rently about 390 B. c., the war against Evagoras lasted something 
more than ten years, costing the Persians great efforts and an im
mense expenditure of money. Twice did Athens send a squadron · 
to his assistance, from gratitude for his long protection to Konon 
and his ern;rgetic efforts before and in the battle of Knidus, 
though she thereby ran every risk of making the Persians her 
enemies. 

The satrap Tiribazus saw that so long as he liad on his hands 

1 This much appears even from the meagre abstract of Ktesias, given by 
Photius (Ktcsire l'ersica, c. 63, p. 80, ed. Bahr). 

Both Ktcsias and Theopompus (Fr. iii, ed. 'Vichers, and ed. Didot) re
counted the causes which brought about the war between the Persian king 
and Evngoras. 

1
2 Isokratcs, Or. ix, (Evng.) s. 71, 73, 74. 1rpo, ell: rovrov (Evagoras) ovTCJ> 

EiC 'lrOAAoii 7rEptcleCir foxe (Artaxerxes), W(fTE µera;v 'ICUUXUJV ev, 
'lrOAEµeiv rrpo, avrov llrre;reiprwe, cliteata µl:v OU 'lrotCiv, etc.-irreul» fJvay
f( U(f {) 1] rroA.eµeiv (i.e. Evngoras). 

3 Isokr. Or. ix, (Evag.) s. 75, 76; Diodor. xiv, 98; Ephorus, Frag. 134, 
ed. Di<lot. 

~ Cornelius Ncpos, Chabrias, c. 2; Demosthenes adv. Lcptincm, p. 479. 
s. 84. 
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a war in Greece, it was impossible for him to concentrate his force 
against the prince of Salamis and the Egyptians. Hence, in part, 
the extraordinary effort made by the Persians to dictate, in con
junction with Sparta, the peace of Antalkidas, and to get together 
such a fleet in Ionia as should overawe Athens and Thebes into 
submission. It was one of the conditions of that peace that Eva.
goras should be abandone<l; 1 the whole island of Cyprus being 
acknowledged as belonging to the Persian king. Though thus cut 
off from Athen~, and reduced to no other Grecian aid than such 
mercenaries as he could pay, Evagoras was still assisted by Akoris 
of Egypt, and even by Hekatomnus prince of Karia with a secret 
present of money.2 But the peace of Antalkidas being now exe
cuted in Asia, the Persian satraps were completely masters of the 
Grecian cities on the Asiatic seaboard, and were enabled to con
vey round to Kilikia and Cyprus not only their whole fleet from 
Ionia, but also additional contingents from these very Grecian 
cities. A large portion of the Persian force acting against Cyprus 
was thus Greek, yet seemingly acting by constraint, neither well 
paid nor well used,3 and therefore not very efficient. 

The satraps Tiribazus and Orontes commanded the land force, 
a large portion of which was transported across to Cyprus ; the 
admiral Gaos was at the head of the fleet, which held its station 
at Kitium in the south of the island. It was here that Evagoras, 
having previously gained a battle on land, attacked them. By 
extraordinary efforts he had got together a fleet of two hundred 
triremes, nearly equal in number to theirs; but after a hard-fought 

1 Isokrat. Or. iv, (Pancg}T.) s. 162. Evayupav - or iv rair avv&~Kair 
lKooror fortv, etc. 

\Ve must observe, however, that Cyprus had been secured to the king of 
Persia, even nnder the former peace, so glorious to Athens, concluded by 
Pcriklcs about 449 n. c., and called the peace of Kallias. It was, therefore, 
neither a new demand on the part of Artaxerxes, nor a new concession on 
the part of the Greeks, at the peace of Antalkitlas. 

• Diodor. xv, 2. 
It appears that Artaxerxes had counted much upon the aicl of IIckatom

nus for courpiering- Erngoras (Diodor. xiv, 98). 
About 380 n. c., Isokratcs rc('kons !Ickntomnn~ as liciug- merely depen

dent in name on Persia; am] rc<vly to revolt opculy on the first opportunity 
(lsokrates, Or. iv, (Pancg.) s. 189). 

3 Isokratcs, Or. iv, (Pancgyr.) s. 153, 154, 179. 
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contest, in which he at first seemed likely to be victoriou~, he un
derwent a complete naval defeat, which disqualified him from 
keeping the sea, and enabled the rer~ians to block up Salamis as 
well by sea as by land.I Though thus reduced to his own single 
city, however, Evagoras dcfonded himself with unshaken resolu
tion, still sustained by aid from Akoris in Egypt; while Tyre and 
several towns in Kilikia also continued in revolt against Arta
xerxes ; so that the efforts of the Persians were distracted, an<l 
the war was not concluded until ten years after its commencement.2 
It cost them on tht:l whole (if we may believe Isokrates)3 fifteen 
thousand talents in money, and such severe losses in men, that 
Tiribazus acceded to the propositions of Evagoras for peace, con
senting to leave him in full possession of Salamis, under payment 
of a stipulated tribute, "like a slave to his master." These last 
words were required by the satrap to be literally inserted in the 
convention; b~t Evagoras peremptorily refused his consent, de
manding that the tribute should be recognized as paid by " one 

1 Diodor. xv, 4. 
2 Compare Isokratcs, Or. iv, (Panegyr.) s. 187, 188-with Isokratcs, Or. 

ix, (Evag.) s. 77. 
The war was not concluded, - and Tyre as well as much of Kilikia was 

still in revolt, -when Isokrates published the Panegyrical Oration. At 
that time, Evagoras had maintained the contest six years, counting either 
from the peace of Antalkidas (387 n. c.) or from his naval defeat about a 
year or two afterwards ; for Isokrates docs not make it quite clear from 
what point of commencement he reckons the six years. 

'Ve know that the war between the king c,f l'ersia and Evagoras had 
begun as early as 390 n. c., in which year an Athenian fleet was sent to 
assist the latter (Xcnoph. Hellen. iv, 8, 24 ). Both Isokrates and Diodorus 
state that it lasted ten years; and I therefore place the conclnsion of it in 
380 or 379 B. c., soon after the date of the Panep:yricnl Orntion of Isokrates. 
I dissent on this point from Mr. Clinton (see Fasti IIellenici, ad annos 387 
-376 n. c., and his Appenrlix, Ko. 12 - where the point is dbcussed). He 
supposes the war to ham begun after the peace of Antalkidas, and to have 
ended in 376 n. c. I agree with him in making Jig-ht of Diodorus, but he 
appears to me on this occasion to contradict the authority of Xcnophon,
or at least only to evade the necessity of contradicting him by resorting to 
an inconvenient hypothesis, and hy representing the two Athenian expedi
tions sent to assh;t Evagoras in Cyprus, first in 390 n. c., next in 388 n. c., 
as relating to''. hostile measures b~/u1·e the war began" (p. 280). To me it ap· 
pears more natural and rcasonaule to include these as a part of the war. 

3 Isokratcs, Or. ix, s. 73-76. 
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king to another." Rather than concede this point of honor, he 
even broke off the negotiation, and resolved again to defend him
self to the uttermost. He was rescued, after the siege had been 
yet farther prolonged, by a dispute which broke out between the 
two commanders of the Persian army. Orontes, accusing Tiriba
zus of projected treason and rebellion against the king, in conjunc
tion with Sparta, caused hin1 to be sent for as prisoner to Susa, 
and thus became sole commander. But as the besieging army 
was already wearied out by the obstinate resistance of Salamis, 
he consented to grant the capitulation, stipulating only for the tri
bute, and exchanging the offensive phrase enforced by Tiribazus, 
for the amendment of the other side.I 

It was thus that Evagoras was relieved from his besieging ene
mies, and continued for the remainder of his life as tributary 
prince of Salamis under the Persians. He was no farther en
gaged in war, nor was bis general popularity among the Salami
nians diminished by the hardships which they had gone through 
along with him.2 His prudence calmed the rankling antipathy of 
the Great King, who would gladly have found a pretext for 
breaking the treaty. His children were numerous, and lived in 
harmony as well with him as with each other. Isokrates specially 
notices this fact, standing as it did in marked contrast with the 
family-relations of most of the Grecian despots, usually stained 
with jealousies, antipathies, and conflict, often with actual blood
shed.3 But he omits to notice the incident whereby Evagoras 
perished; an incident not in keeping with that superhuman good 
fortune and favor from the gods, of which the Panegyrical Ora
tion boasts as having been vouchsafed to the hero throughout hi8 
life.4 It was seemingly not very long after the peace, that a Sa

'.Diodor. xv, 8, 9. 
This remarkable anecdote, of susceptible Grecian honor on the part of 

Evagoras, is noway improbable, and seems safe to admit on the authority 
of Diodorus. Nevertheless, it forms so choice a morsel for a pancgyrical 
discourse such as that of Isokratcs, that one cannot but think he would 
have inserted it had it come to his knowledge. His silence causes great 
surprise - not without some suspicion as to the truth of the story. 

2 Isokratcs, Or. iii, (Nikokles) s. 40,-a passage which must be more true 
of Evagoras than of Nikoklcs. 

3 Isokrat. Or. ix, s. 88. Compare his Orat. viii, (De Pace) s. 138. 
4 Isokrates, ib. s. 85. tvrvxforepov Ka~ ilto<fn'Aforepov, etc. 
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Iaminian named Nikokreon formed a conspiracy against his life 
and dominion, but was detected, by a singular accident, before the 
moment of execution, and forced to seek ~afcty in flight. Ile left 
behind him a youthful daughter in his harem, under the care of 
an eunuch (a Greek, born in Elis) named Thrasyd~us; who, full 
of vindictive sympathy in his master's cause, made known the 
beauty of the young lady both to Evagoras himself and to Pnyta
goras, the most distinguished of his sons, partner in the gallant 
defence of Salamis against the Persians. Both of them were 
tempted, each unknown to the other, to make a secret assignation 
for being conducted to her chamber by the eunuch ; both of them 
were there assassinated by his harnl.l 

Thus pcri::;hed a Greek of preeminent vigor and intelligence, 
remarkably free from the vices usual in Grecian despots, and form

1 I give this incident, in the main, as it is recounted in the fragment of 
Theopompus, prcscrve<l as a portion of the abstract of that author by l'ho
tius (Thcopom. Fr. 111, ed. ·wichers and ed. Didot). 

Both Aristotle ( l'olit. v, 8, 10) and Diodonis (xv, 47) allude to the assas
sination of Erngoras by the eunuch; but both these authors conceive the 
story differently from Thcopompus. Thus Diodorus says -Nikok!Cs, the 
eunuch, assassinated Evagoras, and became "despot of Salamis." This 
appears to he a confusion of Kikok!C:i with Nikokrcon. Nikok!Cs was the 
son of Entgora:-, and the manner in which Isokrates addresses him affords 
the surest proof that he had no hand in the death of his father. 

The words of Aristotle are-11 (hr'19tc11<;) rov etJvovxov Efoyopi;i TfiJ Kv1!'

pii,i- oul }'<L(J TO T~V yvvaiKa 1t'apt'Afo-!Jat TOV vluv avrnv U1l'fKTetVtV "'' v{3pt<I
µevor. So perplexing is the passage in its literal sense, that M. BarthC!emy 
St. Hilaire, in the note to his translation, conceives oevvoi'xoi- to be a sur
name or soln-iquet given to the conspirator, whose real name wa:i KikokWs. 
But this supposition is, in my ju<lgmcnt, contradicted by the fact, tlutt Theo
pompus marks the same fact, of the assassin being nn eunuch, by another 
word - Ol'aavoai<rv r o v 11 µ t ftp pt v or, or ~v 'Hhlor T<> yivo<;, etc. 

It is evident that Aristotle had hcanl the story differently from Theo
pompus, and we have to choose l>ctwceu the two. I prefer' the version of 
the !utter; which is more marked as well as more intelligible, and which 
furnishes the explanation why Pnytagoras, - who seems to have been the 
most adrnnccd of the sous, being left in eommnrnl of the besieged Salamis 
when Eva~oras <p1ittcd it to solicit aid in Egypt, -did not succeed his 
father, but left the succession to Kikok!Cs, who was evidently (from the 
representation even of an eulogist like Isokrntes) not a man of much ener
gy. The position of this eunuch in the family of Nikokreon seems to mark 
the partial prevalence of Oriental habits. 

VOL.X. 2 
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ing a strong contra~t in this respect with his contemporary Diony
sius, whose mi4itary energy is so deeply stained by crime and vio
lence. :Xikokles, the rnn of En1goras, reigned at Salamis after 
him, and showed mnch regard, accompanied by munificent pres
ents, to the Athenian Isokrates ; who compliments him as a paci
fic and well-disposed prince, attached to Greek pursuits and arts, 
conversant by personal study with Greek philosophy, and above 
all, copying his father in that just dealing and absence of wrong 
towards person or property, which had so much promoted the 
comfort as well as the prosperity of the city.I 

'\Ve now revert from the epiwde respecting Evagoras, - inter
esting not less from the eminent qualities of that prince than from 
the glimpse of Hellenism struggling with the Phrenician element 
in Cyprus, - to the general consequences of the peace of Antal
kidas in Central Greece. For the first time since the battle of 
Mykale in 47() n. c., the Persians were now really masters of all 
the Greeks on the Asiatic coast. The satraps lost no time in con
firming their dominion. In all the cities which they suspected, 
they built citadels and planted permanent garrisons. In some 
cases, their mistrust or displeasure was carried so far as to raze 
the town altogether.2 And thus these cities, having already once 
changed their position greatly for the worse, by passing from easy 
subjection under Athens to the harsh rule of Lacedremonian har
mosts and native dccemvirs,- were now transferred to masters 
yet more oppressive and more completely without the pale of Hel
lenic sympathy. Both in public extortion, and in wrong doing 
towards indiYiduals, the commandant and his mercemu·ies, whom 
the satrap maintained, were probably more rapacious, and cer
tainly more unrestrained, than even the harmosts of Sparta. 
Moreover, the Persian grandees required beautiful boys as eu
nuchs for their service, and beautiful women as inmates of their 
harems.3 W1iat was taken for their convenience admitted neither 

1 Isokratcs, Or. iii, (Xikok!Cs) s. 38-48; Or. ix, (Evag;oras) s. 100; Or. 
xv, (Permut.) s. 43. I>io<lorus (xv. 47) places the assas;;i1rntion of Emgo
ras in :3;4 u. c. 

• Isokrates. Or.;,., (Pancg.) s. 142, 156, 190. Tar re 1l'oAeir rur 'EAl.11vi· 
oar OVT<J Kvpiwr rrapetA1}</>tl', ware rel!: flEV KaTa(JKU1l'TtlV, lv Vi: rair UKf1011'0• 
A.etr evreixi;uv. 

• See Herodot. vi, 9 ; ix, 7G. 
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of recovery nor redress; and Grecian women, if not more beauti
ful than many of the native Asiatics, were at least more intelli
gent, lively, and seductive,- as we may read in the l1istory of 
that Phoka:n lady, the companion of Cyrus, who was taken cap
tive at Kunaxa. l\Ioreovcr, these Asiatic Greeks, when passing 
into the hands of Oriental masters, came under the maxims and 
sentiment of Orientals, respecting the infliction of pain or torture, 
-maxims not only more cruel than those of the Greeks, but also 
making little distinction between freemen and slaves.I The dif
ference between the Greeks and Phamicians in Cyprus, on this 
point, has Leen just noticed; and doubtless the difference between 
Greeks and Persians was still more marked. ·while the Asiatic 
Greeks were thus made over Ly Sparta and the Perso-Spartan 
convention of Antalkidas, to a condition in every respect worse, 
they were at the same time thrown in, as reluctant auxiliaries, to 
strengthen the hands of the Great King against other Greeks, 
against Erngoras in Cyprus, - and above all, against the islands 
adjoining the coast of Asia,- Chios, Samos, Rl1odes, etc.2 These 
islands were now exposed to the same hazard, from their over
whelming Persian neighbors, as that from which they had been 
rescued nearly a century before by the Confederacy of Delos, and 
by the Athenian empire into which that Confederacy was trans
formed. All the tutelary combination that the genius, the energy, 
and the Pan-hellenic ardor, of Athens had first organized, and so 
long kept up,- was now broken up; while Svarta, to whom its 

1 Isocrat. Or. iv, Paneg.) s. 142. 
Ol> (to the Asiatic Greeks after the peace of AntalkiJ.as) ov1< t;apKei oaO"

µo'Ji.oy<iO"-&at Kai TU> <iKp01r:OAfl> up(tV V7'0 T~V i;i:i9p<jv KaTqoµivo>, uit'Ji.u 
7rpo> Tai> Kotvai!: O"v11¢wpai> VEtvurcpa 7rft<J;i:ovat •wv 7rap' ~µiv itpyvpwv~Twv • 
oVdd!: yap ~µwv ovrw> aiKi~crat TOV!: oiKfrar, ,;,, iKt"ivot TOV> l'Ji.w{)ipov> KO
'Ji.&{ova1v. 

2 Isokrat. Or. iv, (Panq~.) s. 14.3, 154, 189, 190. 
How immediately the inland kings, who had acquired possession of the 

continental Grecian cities, aimed at acquiring the islands also, is seen in 
llcrodot. i, 27. Chios and Samos illllec<l, surrendered without resisting, to 
the first Cyrus, when he was master of the continental towns, tho11µ-h he haJ. 
no naval force (Herod. i, 143-1 G9 ). Even after the victory of l\Iyka!e, the 
Spartm1s deemed it impo:;sible to protect these islanders against the l'cr
sian ma,tcro of the continent (Herod. ix, JOG). Nothing except the energy 
and organization of the Athenians proved that it was possible to do so. 

http:AntalkiJ.as
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extinction was owing, in surrendering the Asiatic Greeks, had de
stroyed the security even of the islanders. 

It soon appeared, however, how much Sparta herself had 
gained by this surrender in respect to dominion nearer home. 
The government of Corinth, - wrested from the party friendly 
to Argos, deprived of Argeian auxiliaries, and now in the hands 
of the restored Corinthian exiles who were the most devoted par
tisans of Sparta, - looked to her for support, and made her mis
tress of the Isthmus, either for offence or for defence. She thus 
gained the means of free action against Thebes, the enemy upon 
whom her attention was first directed. Thebes was now the ob
ject of Spartan antipathy, not less than Athens had fonnerly been; 
especially on the part of King Agesilaus, who had to avenge the 
insult offered to himself at the sacrifice near Aulis, as well as the 
strenuous resistance on the field of Koroneia. Ile was at the 
zenith of his political influence; so that his intense miso-Thcban 
sentiment made Sparta, now becoming aggressive on all sides, 
doubly aggressive against Thebes. More prudent Spartans, like 
Antalkidas, warned him I that his persevering hostility would ul
timately kindle in the Thebans a fatal energy of military resist
ance and organization. But the warning was despised until it 
was too fully realized in the development of the great military 
genius of Epaminondas, and in the defeat of Lcuktra. 

I have already mentioned that in the solemnity of exchanging 
oaths to the peace of Antalkidas, the Thebans had hesitated at 
first to recognize the autonomy of the other llceotian cities; upon 
which Agesilaus had manifested a fierce impatience to exclude 
them from the treaty, and attack them singlc-handecl.2 Their 
timely accession balked him in this impulse; but it enabled him 
to enter upon a series of measures highly humiliating to the dig
nity as well as to the power of Thebes. All the Bmotian cities 
were now proclaimed autonomous under the convention. As 80li
eitor, guarantee, and interpreter, of that convention, Sparta either 
had, or profossccl to have, the right of guarding their autonomy 
against dangers, actual or contingent, from their previous V orort 
or presiding city. For this purpose she availed herself of this 

1 Plutarch, Agesil. c. 2G; l'lutarch, Lykurg. c. 13. 
2 Xeu. llelleu. v, I, 33. 
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moment of change to organize in each of them a local oligarchy, 
composed of partisans adverse to Thebes as well a.'! devoted to 
herself, and upheld in case of need by a Spartan harmo8t and 
garrison.I Such an internal revolution grew almost naturally out 
of the situation; since the previous leaders, and the predominant 
sentiment in most of the towns, seem to have been favorable to 
llccotian unity, and to the continued presidency of Thebes. These 
leaders would therefore find themselves hampered, intimidated, 
and disqualified, under the new system, while those who had be
fore been an opposition minority would come forward with a bold 
and decided policy, like Kritias and Theramenes at Athens after 
the surrender of the city to Lysander. The new leaders doubt
less would rather invite than repel the establishment of a Spartan 
harmost in their town, as a security to themselves against resist
ance from their own citizens as well as against attacks from 

1 Xcn. IIellen. v, 4, 46._ 'Ev n:fumtr; yap rair: n:oA.eat Jvvaareiat 1ca&ttar~-
1<eaav, wan:ep tv 0~(3atr;. Respecting the Dmoti:m city of Tanagra, he says 
- ETl yc'tp TOTe «at rliv Tavaypav ol n:tpl 'Yn:aruowpov, <f>iA.ot uvrer: TWV AaKe
oatpoviwv, tl;rov (v, 4, 49). 

Sclmcidcr, in his note on the former of these two passages, explains the 
word ovvaareiat as follows - " Sunt faction es optimatium qui Lueedm
moniis favcbant, cum pr::csidio ct harmosta Laconico." This is perfectly 
just; but the words wan:tp lv 0~/3atr; seem also to require an explanation. 
These words allude to the "factio optimalium" at Thebes, of whom Leon
tiades was the chief; who betrayed the Kadmcia (the citadel of Thebes) to 
the Lacedmmonian troops under Phmbidas in 382 n. c.; ancl who remained 
masters of Thebes, subservient to Sparta and npheld by a standing Laee
d::cmouian gmTison in the Karlmcia, until they were overthrown by the 
memorable con,piracy of Pdopidas and l\fellon in 3i9 n. c. It is to this 
oligard1y under Leontiadcs at Thebes, devoted to Spartan interests and 
resting on Spartan support,-that Xenophon compares the goYernmcnts 
planted by Sparta, after the peace ofAntalkidas, in each of the Dmotian cities. 
"\Vhat he says, of the government of Leontiades and his colleao-ues at 
Thebes, is__:_" that they deliberately introduced the Laced::cmonia~s into 
the acropolis, and enslaved Thebes to them, in order that they might them
selves exerci"c 11 despotism" - rovr; re rwv rroA.trwv tlaayayovrar: elr: r~v uK
pon:o'Aw avrov~, /Wt (3oVA7J&ivrar: Aat<eOatpoviotr; T~V m5i'.tv oovA.evttv, (JO'Te 

avrot rvpavvelv (v, 4, I: compare v, 2, 36). This character-conveying 11 

strong censure in the mouth of the philo-Laconian Xenophon- belongs to 
all the governments planted by Sparta in the Dmotian cities after the peace 
of Antalkidas, and, indeed, to the Dekarehies generally which she estab
lished throughout her empire. 
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Thebes, and as a means of placing them under the assured con
ditions of a Lysantlrian dckarchy. Though most of the Breotian 
cities were thus, on the whole, favorable to Thebes, - antl though 
Sparta thrust upon them the boon, which she called autonomy, 
from motives of her own, and not from their solicitation, -yet, 
Orchomenus and Thespim, over whom the presidency of Thebes 
appears to have been harshly exercised, were adverse to her, and 
favorable to the Spartan alliance.I These two cities were strongly 
garrisoned by Sparta, and formed her main stations in Bccotia.2 

The presence of such garrisons, one on each side of Thebes, 
the discontinuance of the Bceotarchs, with the breaking up of all 
symbols and proceedings of the Bceotian federation, - and the 
establishment of oligarchies devoted to Sparta in the other cities, 
- was doubtless a deep wound to the pride of the Thebans. 
But there was another wound still deeper, and this the Lacedre
monians forthwith proceeded to inflict, - the restoration of Pla
trea. 

A melancholy interest attaches both to the locality of this town, 
as one of the brightest scenes of Grecian glory, - and to its 
brave and faithful population, victims of an exposed position com
bined with numerical feebleness. Especially, we follow with a 
sort of repugnance the capricious turns of policy which dictated 
the Spartan behavior towards them. One hundred and twenty 
years before, the Plat:-eans had thrown themselves upon Sparta, 
to entreat her protection against Thebes. The Spartan king Kle
omenes had then declined the obligation as too distant, and had 
recommended them to ally themselves with Athens.3 This recom
mendation, though dictated chiefly by a wish to raise contention 
between Athens and Thebes, was compli~d with ; and the alli
ance, severing Plat::ea altogether from the Bceotian confederacy, 
turned out both atlYantageous and honorable to her until the begin
ning of the Peloponnesian war. At that time, it suited the policy 
of the Spartans to uphold and strengthen in every way the su
premacy of Thebes over the Bceotian cities; it was altogether by 
Spartan intervention, indeed, that the power of Thebes was rees

1 Xenoph. 1Icrnomh. iii, 5, 2; Thucyd. iv, 1:13; Diodor. xv, 79. 
· s Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 15-20; Diodor. xv, 32-37; Isokratcs, Or. xiv, (Pla

taic.) s. 14, 15. 
3 Herodot .. vi, 108. 
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tablished, after the great prostration as well as disgrace which she 
had underg01w, as traitor to IIcllas and zealous in the service of 
l\fardonius.t Athens, on the other hand, was at that time doing 
her best to break up the Ba!otian fe<leration, an<l to enrol its 
various cities as her allies; in which project, tlwugh doubtless 
suggested by an<l con<lucive to her own ambition, ;;he was at that 
time ( 460-44;) n. c.) pe1fectly justifiable on Pan-hcllcnic grounds; 
seeing that Thebes as their former chief ha<l so recently enlisted 
them all in the service of Xerxes, and might be expecte<l to <lo the 
same again if a secon<l Persian invasion should be attempted. 
Though for a time successful, Athens was expelled from Bmotia by 
the defeat of Kuroncia; and at the beginning of the Peloponncsian 
war, the whole Ba!otian federation (except Platm ), was united under 
Thebes, in bitter hostility against her. The first Llow of the war, 
even prior to any <leclaration, was struck Ly Thebes in her abor
tive nocturnal attempt to surprise Platma. In the third year of. 
the war, king Archidamus, at ~he hea<l of the full Lacedmmonian 
force, lai<l siege to the latter town ; which, after an heroic defence 
an<l a long blockade, at length surrendered under the extreme 
pressure of famine; yet not before one half its brave defemlers 
had forced their 'my out over the blocka<ling wall, an<l escape<l to 
Athens, where all the Platxan old men, women, and children, had 
been safely lodged before the siege. By a cruel act which stands 
among the capital iniquities of Grecian warfare, the Lacc<l:emo
nians had put to death all the Platxan captives, two hundred iu 
number, who fell into their hands ; the town of Platma had been 
razed, and its whole territory, joined to Thebes, ha<l remained 
ever since cultiYated on Theban accounUl The surviving Pla
tmans had been dealt with kindly and hospitably by the Athenians. 
A qualified right of citizenship was conce<lcd to them at Athens, 
and when Skione wa~ recaptured in 420 B. c., that town (vacant 
by the slaughter of its captive citizens) was handed over to the 
Plat:eans as a residence.3 Compelled to evacuate Skione, they 
were obliged at the close of the Pcloponnesian war,4 to return to 

1 See Vol. V. Ch. xlv, p. 327 of this History. 
• 'l'hucyd. iii, 68. 

3 'l'hucyd. v, 32; Isokratcs, Or. iv, (Panegyr.) s. 126; Or. xii, (Panathen.) 


a. 	101. 
4 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 14. 
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Athens, where the remainder of them were residing at the time 
of the peace of Antalkidas; little dreaming that those who foul 
destroyed their town and their fathers forty years before, would 
now turn round ancl restore it.I 

Such restoration, whatever might be the ostensible groumls on 
which the Spartans pretencled to rest it, was not really undertaken 
either to carry out the convention of Antalki<la'<, wliich guamntec<l 
only the autonomy of existing towns, - or to n•pair prcvi011H in
justic0, sin0e the prior destruction had been the ddiberate ad uf 
thc1meh·es, and of King Arehidamus the father uf Ag-<~silaus, 
but simply as a step conducive to the prc;;ent P"litieal view~ of 
Sparta. Ancl towards this object it wa5 skilfully devised. It 
weakened the Thebarn, not only by wresting from th<'.m what ha<l 
been, for about forty years, a part of their territory and property; 
but abo by e,;tablishing upon it a pe111rnn1:nt otronghold in die oc
cnpatil)n of their liitkr cncmie.", as.-;isted J,y a Spartan garrison. 
It forni,;hcd an atUitional station fur such a garri.<1,n in lkcotia, 
with the full eon,-ent of the newly-<:.~tal,li.-;hed inlmbitants. And 
more than nll, it introduced a rnl:jeet of contention lJetween Atlwm 
ru1J ThL'Ocs. e~1lculated to pre>ent the two from l«:a:rty coi.iperation 
nftt'nrnnh ag·aimt Sparta. As the ~ympa1l1y 0f tl1e l'kt<Bans 
with ~\.thl'n~ was no le$S ancient arnl cor<lial than foeir antipatliy 
ngain,::t Tlwbe,::, we may probaLly eondude that the reot{m;Ji1m of 
the to1n1 wa~ an act aeeeprnble to the .A.tLi:::niam; at I1:a,t, at fir:-t, 
until the~- ;::1w the u,oe ma.Je of it, and tLe po:c21:0n wLi<:l1 Sparta 
rnme to 01.·cupy in rd'c>rcnce to Greece grne,-a}}y. ~·Iany of tho 
l'bt:r>m1;;., during their residence at AtLen:', Lw:l interma..'Ti,:d with 
Athenian "'omen.;i who now, proLaL!y. accompanied tl1eir hu"L:w<l-! 
to the I'l.'$tOrt'tl little to-wn on tbe north of Kit1::.o:ron, m-ar the 
i::out.he111 b:mk of the ri>er ~\.,-Cipu::<. 

lI:hl the P!:H;l':rn::< bco1 re5'ton•d to a real and Lc.ne>ral,Je :o:u10
11om~·· rnch a:; th(':· C'nj•JyeJ iu aEi:mce mth _.\11er:s l>i:fare the 
rt'lq'(1lll\(',::i;m w:<r, W(' ~11ouH l:.:ffe ("(,T\li:-J.ly ;::_n::r;:;-•:}t1:izc-·J with 
tlH' l'Yl'llt. Hut lht' :'t'qnd will r!'l_WC - arid.. tbt-ir O"\Til ;;ul1;.0rpmt 
$t~lfl'1lh'nt t'1nph:Uit'"~l1iy ~t·:s. £.-,~b-1~1:~t t1f-y \'ft:-\:' 3. :D('re df:p1:n
tll1ncy cf ~p~n·i~}., :1n.J :l!l ouipf~t (1f Spai~ c·1,c:"1.i.Llur::.s ::~gai.riEt 
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Thebes.I They were a part of the great revolution which the 
Spartans now Lrought about in Dccotia; wlicrcliy Thebes was de
gmclcd from the presitleut of a federation into an i::olated autono
mous city, while the other Bccotian cities, who had Leen before 
members of the fotleration, were elevated each for itself into the 
like autonomy; 01· rather (to substitute the real truth 2 in place of 
Spartan profo;:sions) they became enrolled and s~vorn in as de
pendent allies of Sparta, under oligarchical factions devoted to her 
purposes and resting upon her for support. That the Thebans 
should wbmit to such a revolution, and, above all, to the sight of 
J>lat:.ca as an independent neighbor with a territory abstracted 
from t!tem~clves,- proves how much tl1ey felt their own weak
ness, and how irrc:'istible at this moment was the a~cendcncy of 
their great enemy, in perverting to her own ambition the popular 
lure of unin;r,;al autonomy hclJ out by the peace of .Antalkidas. 
Though cornpdlecl to acrp1icscc, the Thcbans waited in hopes of 
some tum of fortune whieh would enable them to reorganize the 
13ocotian federation; while tlieir hostile sentiment towards Sparta 
wa~ not tl1e less bitter for being suppressed. Sparta on her part 
kept constant watch to prevent tl1e reunion of Bccoiia ; 3 an object 
in which she was for a time completely successful, and was even 

1 Sec the Orat. xiv, { ealled l'lataicus) of Irnkratcs; which is a pleading 
prohal,Jy cleliYcre<l in the Athenian assembly hy the l'latxans (after the 
second clestruetion of their tity ), and, doubtleSR, founded upon their own 
statements. The painful dependence an<l compulsion under which they 
were held hy Sparta, i.-; proclaimed in the most unequivocal terms (s. 31, 
33, 48) ; together with the presence of a Spartan harmost arnl garrison in 
their town (s.14). 

2 Xenophon says, truly enough, that Sparta made the Dccotian cities 
ai1TOl!oµovr uiru TldV O~;Ja[wv (v. I, 36), which she had long desired to do. 
Autonomy, in the sense of disconnection from Thebes, was insured to them, 
-but in no other sense. 

3 To ilh1,trato the relations of Thebes, the other Brcotian cities, and 
Sparta, hctween the peace of Antalkidas and the seizure of the Kadmeia by 
Sparta (38i-382 n. c.) - compare the speech of the Akanthinn envoys, and 
thnt of the Thelian Leontiades, at Sparta (Xenoph. Hellen. v, 2, 16-34). 
'Y1ia' (the Spartans) T~r; µ'tv Iloiwrfor; hnµeATj&T/vai, uirwr; µ7/ Ka&' El! ti11, 
etc. Kai vµeir; ye TuTe µev <ld rrporrei;re-re TOV l!OVI!, 'TrUTe ltKovacaOe {3ia~o.ui
vovr; akovr; (the Thcbans) TT/V IlotWTlaV vip' avroir; elvai· l!VV Vi-, l:iret TiuSe 
11:fapaKrai, oMl-v {1,ar; &i 017(3aiovr; ipof!Eia&ai, etc. Compare Diodor. xv, 20. 
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enabled, beyond her hopes, to become possessed of Thebes itself,1 
through a party of traitors within, - as will presently appear. 

In these measures regarding Bccotia, we recognize the vigorous 
hand, and the miso-Thelxm spirit, of Agesilaus. He was at this 
time the great director of Spartan foreign policy, though opposed 
by his more just and moderate colleague king Agcsipolis,2 as well 
as by a section of the leading Spartans ; who reproached Agesi
laus with his project of ruling Greece by means of subservient 
local despots or oligarchies in the various cities,3 and who con~ 
tended that the autonomy promised by the peace of Antalkida.s 
ought to be left to develop it"5elf freely, without any coercive in
tervention on the part of Sparta.4 

1 In the Orat. ( 14) Plataic. of Isokrates, s. 30 - we find it stated among 
the accusations against the Thebans, that during this period ( i. e. between 
the peace of Antalkidas and the seizure of the Kadmeia) they became 
sworn in as members of the Spartan alliance and as ready to act with 
Sparta conjointly against Athens. Ifwe could admit this as true, we might 
also admit the story of Epaminondas and Pclopidas serving in the Spartan 
army at l\Iantinca (Plutarch, Pelop. c. 3). But I do not see how it can be 
even partially true. If it had been true, I think Xenophon could not have 
failed to mention it: all that he docs say, tends to contradict it. 

• Diodor. xv. 29. 
3 How currently this reproach was advanced against Agesilaus, may be 

seen in more than one pa~sage of the Hellcnica of Xenophon; whose nar
rative is both so partial, and so ill-constructed, that the most instructivo 
information is dropped only in the way of unintentional side-wind, where 
we should not naturally look for it. Xcn. Hellen. v, 3, 16. rr:oltltwv oe lte
yoi•rwv AaKeoaiµoviwv wr uMyr.iv lveKev uv,'Jpwrr:wv rr:oAet (Phlius) ltrr:ex{}fi. 
VOlTO (Agcsilaus) rr:Uov rr:evraKtO',tt"Aiwv avopwv. Again, v, 4, 13. ('Ay1JO'l• 
laor) ev eiOi:ir, ori, el <Jrpar11yoi11, M~etav ol rr:o"Alrai, wr 'Ay11ail.aor, orr:wr 
{3011,'J~aeie rolr rvpavi·oir, rr:puyµara ry rro"Aei rr:apixoi, etc. Compare Plu
tarch, Agesil. c. 24-26. 

• Diodorus indeed affirms, that this was really done, for a short timo ; 
that the cities which had before hccn dependent allies of Sparta were now 
emancipated and left to themselves; that a reaction immediately ensued 
against those dckarchies or oligarchies which had hitherto managed tho 
cities in the interests of Spartn; that this reaction was so furious, as eyery 
where to kill, banish, or impoverish, the principal partisans of Spartan su
premacy; and that the acenmulated complaints and sufferings of theso 
exiles tlroYe the Spartans, after having "enuurcd the peace like a heavy 
burthcn "(,:iarrep {3apv ¢6priov-xv, 5) for a few months, to shake it off, and 
to reestablish by force their own supremacy as well as the government of 
their friends in all the various C'ities. In this statement there is nothing 
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Far from any wish thus to realize the terms of peace which 
they had themselves imposed, the Laced:emonians took advantage 
of an early moment after becoming free from their enemies in 
Breotia and Corinth, to strain their authority over their allies be
yoml its previous limits. Passing in review I the conduct of each 
during the war, they resolved to make an example of the city ot 
JUantinca. Some acts, not of positive hostility, but of equivocal 
fidelity, were imputed to the l\lantineans. They were accuseu of 
having been slack in performance of their military obligations, 
sometimes even to the length of withholding their contingent alto
gether, under pretence of a season of religious truce ; of furnish
ing corn in time of war to the hostile Argcians ; and of plainly 
manifesting their disafl'cctcu feeling towards Sparta, - chagrin at 
every success which she obtaineu, - satisfaction, when she chanced 
to experience a reversc.2 The Spartan ephors now sent an envoy 
to l\Iantinea, denouncing all such past behavior, and peremptorily 
requiring that the walls of the city shoultl be demolished, as the 
only security for future penitence and amendment. As compli
ance was refused, they despatched an army, summoning the allied 
contingents generally for the purpose of enforcing the sentence. 

intrinsically improbable. After what we have heard of the dekarchics under 
Sparta, no extent of violence iu the reaction against them is incredible, nor 
can we doubt that such reaction would carry with it some new injustice, 
along with much well-merited retribution. Hardly any but Athenian citi
zens were capable of the forbearance displayed by Athens both after the 
Four Hundred and after the Thirty. Nevertheless, I believe that Dio1lorus 
is here mbtaken, and that he has assigned to the 12eriocl immediately suc
ceeding the peace of Antalkiclas, those reactionary violences which took 
place in many cities about sixteen years subsequently, <{fter the battle <if 
Leuktra. For Xenophon, in recounting what happened after the peace of 
4.ntalkidas, mentions nothing about any real anton·omy grunted by Sparta 
to her various subject-allies, and subsequently revoked; which he would 
never have omitted to tell us, had the fact been so, hccause it would have 
snppliell a plausible apology for the high-handed injustice of the Spartans, 
and wonltl have thus lent aid to the current of partiality which manifests 
itself in his history. 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 1-8. AlufJoµevot roii' AaKeoaiµovfovt; E'll"U1Ko7rovvra, 
rov, qv11µ&x_ovt;, O'll"Oloi rtve, i'Kaarol EV r<;; 'll"o/,,iµ<r> avroit; fyeyev7]VTO, etc. 

• Xcn. Hellen. v, 2, 2. He had before stated, that the l\Iuntincans had 
really shown themselves pleased, when the Laceclremonian l\Iora was de
stroyed near Corinth by Jphikratcs (iv, 5, 18). 
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They intrusted the command to king Agesipolis, since Agesilaus 
excused himself from the duty, on the ground that the J\Iantineans 
had rendered material service to his father Archidamus in the 
dangerous JUessenian war which had beset Sparta during the early 
part of his reign.I 

Having first attempted to intimidate the J\Iantineans by ravaging 
their land~, Agcsipolis commenced the work of blockade _by dig
ging a ditch around the town ; half of his soldiers being kept on 
guard, while the rest worked with the spade. The ditch being 
completed, he prepared to erect a wall of circumvallation. But 
being apprised that the preceding harvest had been so good, as to 
leave a large stock of provision in the town, and to render the 
process of starving it out tedious both for Sparta and for her al
lies, - he tried a more rapid method of accomplishing his object. 
As the river Ophis, of con~iderable breadth for a Grecian stream, 
passed through the middle of the town, he dammed up its efilux 
on the lower side ; 2 thus causing it to inundate the interior of the 

1 Xen. Hellen. v 2, 3. 
2 In 1627, during the Thirty years' War, the German town of Wolfonbiit

tel was constrained to surrender in the same manner, by damming up the 
riYer Ocker which flowed through it; a contrivance of General Count Pap
penheim, the Austrian besieging commander. See Colonel Mitchell's Lifo 
of ·wallcnstein, p. 107. 

The description given by Xenophon of l\Iantinea as it stood in 385 B. c., 
with the river Ophis, a considerable stream, passing through the middle of 
it, is perfectly clear. '\Vhcn the city, after having heen now broken np, was 
rebuilt in 3;0 B. c., the site was so far changed that the river no longer ran 
through it. But the present course of the river Op his, as given by excel
lent modern topographical examiners, Colonel Leake and Kiepert, is at a 
very considerable distance from the l\Iantinea rebuilt in 370 B. c.; the situ
ation of which is accurately known, since the circuit of its walls still re
mains distinctly markcc!. The l\Iantinea of 370 n. c., therefore, as compared 
with the llfontinca in 385 n. c., must have been removed to a considerable 
di.<tance - or else the river Ophis must have altered it:; course. Colonel 
J,eake supposes that the Ophis had been artificittlly divcrterl from its course, 
in order that it might be brought through the town of l\fantinea; a snppo· 
sit ion, which he founds on the words of Xenophon, - aotjiwripoiv yevo,uivwv 
ravrll ye TWV rivrJpwr.wv, TO µ~ DlU n1x&1v 7rOTa/iOV r.meiWat (Hellen. Y, 2, 
7). But it is very difficult to agree with him on this point, when we look 
at his own map (unncxcd to the Pcloponncsiaca) of the l\Iautiniec and Te
geatis, and observe the great distance between the river Ophi:i and l\Ianti
nea; nor do the won1s of Xenophon seem necessarily to imply nny artificial 
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city and threaten the Rtability of the walls ; which seem to have 
been of no great height, and built Qf sun-Lurnt Lricks. Disap
pointed in their application to Athens for aid,1 and unable to pro
vide extraneous support for their tottering towers, the JUantineans 
were compelled to solicit a capitulation. But Agesipolis now 
refused to grant the request, except on condition that not only the 
fortifications of their city, but the city itself, should be in great 
part demolished; and that the inhabitants should be re-distributed 
into those five villages, which had been brought together, many 
years before, to form the aggregate city of l\Iantinea. To this 
also the l\Iantineans were obliged to submit, and the capitulation 
was ratified. 

Though nothing was said in the terms of it about the chiefa of 
the l\Iantinean democratical government, yet these latter, conscious 
that they were detested both by their own oligarchical opposition 
and by the Lacedrcmonians, accounted themselves certain of being 
put to death. And such would assuredly have been their fate, 
had not Pausanias (the late king of Sparta, now in exile at Tegea), 
whose good opinion they had always enjoyed, obtained as a perso
nal favor from his son Agesipolis the lives of the most obnoxious, 
sixty in number, on condition that they shoul<l depart into exile. 
Agesipolis had much difficulty in accompli;;;hing the wishes of his 
father. His Lacedrcmonian soldiers were ranged in arms on both 
sides of the gate by which the obnoxious men went out; and 
Xenophon notices it as a signal mark of Laced~monian discipline, 
that they could keep their spears unemployed when disarmed 
enemies were thus within their reach ; especially as the oligarchi
cal l\Iantineans manifested the most munlerous propensities, and 
were exceedingly difficult to control.2 As at Peirams before, so . 
diversion of the river. It appears easier to bcliC'l·e that the river has 
changed its course. See Lenke, Travels in :Morea, vol. iii, ch. xxiv, p. il ; 
and l'cloponnesiaC11, p. 380; and Ernst Curtius, l'eloponnesos, p. 239 
who still, however, leaves the point obscure. 

1 Diodor. xv, 5. 
2 Xcn. Ilcllcn. v, 2, 6. Oioµivuv oe urro{}avefo{}ut T<JV upyol.t(ovrnv, Kat 

rwv rov 1lhµov r.por;rarwv, ourrpa!;aro urrar~p (see before, v, 2, 3) 7rapu roil 
'A yi711trro'Aulo!:, ucr<fiali.etav avroZ!: foecr{}at, urrali.'Aarroµivot!: eK Ti;!: 'ITOAEUf, 

t;~KOVTa OVcrL. Kat uµipori:pw{}tv µ'icv ri;r ooov, up;&µevot urro rwv r.vli.wv, 
lxovrer TU clilpara ol Aaiwlat/lOVlOL for7]<1UIJ, {}e&!1uvot rovr t;tovrar. "a 2 
µtrroVvrer aiJroVr U11w{ il7rti;roi•ro a{17(Jv {i{i.ov, 1i ol (Ji.A.· 
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here at l\Iantinea again, - the liberal, but unfortunate, king Pau
sanias is found interfering ip. the character of mediator to soften 
the ferocity of political antipathies. 

The city of l\Iantinea was now broken up, and the inhabitants 
were distributed again into the five constituent villages. Out 
of four-fifths of the population, each man pulled down his house 
in the city, and rebuilt it in the village near to which his property 
lay. The remaining fifth continued to occupy Mantinea as a vil
lage. Each village was placed under oligarchical government, 
and left unfortified. Though at first (says Xenophon) the change 
proved troublesome and odious, yet presently, when men found 
themselves resident upon their landed properties,- and still more, 
when they felt themselves delivered from the vexatious dema
gogues, - the new situation became more popular than the old. 
The Lacedremonians were still better satisfied. Instead of one 
city of l\Iantinea, five distinct Arcadian villages now stood enrolled 
in their catalogue of allies. They assigned to each a separate 
xenagus (Spartan officer destined to the command of each allied 
contingent), and the military service of all was henceforward per
formed with the utmost regularity.I 

Such ·was the dissection or cutting into parts of the ancient city 
l\Iantinea; one of the most odious acts of high-handed Spartan 
despotism. Its true character is veiled by the partiality of the 
historian, who recounts it with a confident assurance, that after the 
trouble of moving was over, the population felt themselves deci-

TI (1T0 L T wv Ma v TL v €(,) v. Kat TOVTO µf.v elp~u{)w µtya TEKµ~ptov 7ret{)ap

xiar. 
I have remarked more than once, and the reader will here observe a new 

ex_'lmple, how completely the worrl (3iArunoi -which is applied to the 
wealthy or aristocratirnl party in politics, as its equivalent is in other !an
guni.res, by writers who sympathize with them-is divested of all genuine 
ethical import as to character. 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 7. 
He says of this breaking up of the city of llfantinca, OUiJKfo{)'f/ iJ 1\Iav

riveta rerpa;r7;, Ka{)U.7rep TU ap:yaiov <,')Kovv. Ephon:s (Fr. 138, eel. Didot) 
states that it was distributed into the five originn.l villages; and Straho nf
firms that there were five originnl constituent villages (viii, p. 337 ). Hence 
it is probal,le that Mnntinea the city was still left, after this owiK1u1r, to 
sulisist as one of the five unfortified villages; so that Ephorus, Strabo, and 
Xenophon may be thus made to agree, in substance. 
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dedly bettered by the change. Such an assurance is only to be 
credited, on the ground that, being .captives under the Grecian 
laws of war, they may have been thankful to escape the more 
terrible liabilities of death or personal slavery, at the price of for
feiting their civic community. That their feelings towards the 
change were those of genuine aversion, is shown by their subse
quent conduct after the battle of Leuktra. As soon as the fear of 
Sparta was removed, they flocked together, with unanimous im
pulse, to re-constitute and re-fortify their dismantled city.I It 
would have been strange indeed had the fact been otherwise ; for 
attachment to a civic community was the strongest political in
stinct of the Greek mind. The citizen of a town was averse 
often most unhappily averse- to compromise the separate and 
autonomous working of his community by joining in any larger 
political combination, however equitably framed, and however it 
might promise on the whole an increase of Hellenic dignity. But 
still more vehemently did he shrink from the idea of breaking up 
his town into separate villages, and exchanging the character of a 
citizen for that of a villager, which was nothing less than great 

1 This is mentioned by Xenophon himself (Hellen. vi, 5, 3). The Lacc
dremonians, though they remonstrated against it, were at that time too 
much humiliated to interfere by force and prevent it. The reason why 
they did not interfere by force (according to Xenophon) was that a general 
peace had just then been sworn, guaranteeing autonomy to every di$tinct 
town, so that the Mantincans under this peace had a right to do what they 
did- CTTparev.etV ye µf:vrot f-rr' avroiJc OV OVVaTOV lJoKEl eh•at, trr' aVTOVO,Ul\t 
r~r ele~vrg yeyev1}µiv1}f (vi, 5, 5). Of this second peace, Athens was the 
originator and the voucher; but the autonomy which it guanmteed was 
only the same as had been professedly guaranteed by the peace of Antalki
das, of which Spart:t had been the vond1cr. 

General autonomy, as interpreted by ~thens, wa.i a iliffcrent thing from 
general autonomy ns it had been when interpreter! by Sparta. The Spar
tans, when they harl in their own hands both the power of interpretation and 
the power of enforcement, did not scruple to falsify autonomy so complete
ly as to lay siege to j\fantinca and break up the rity by force; while, when 
interpretation and enforcement had passed to Athens, they at once recog
nized that the treaty precluded them from a much less violent measure of 
interference. 

\Ve may sec hy this, how thoroughly partial and Laconian is the account 
given by Xenophon of the otoiKrntr of l\fontinea; how completely he keeps 
out of view the odious sirle of tl:at proceeding. 
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social degradation, in the eyes of Greeks generally, Spartans not 
excepted.I 

In truth the sentence executed by the Spartans against JHan
tinea was in point of dishonor, as well as of privation, one of the 
severest which could be inflicted on free Greeks. All the distinc
tive glory and superiority of Hellenism,- all the intellectual and 
artistic manifestations, -all that there was of literature and phi
losophy, or of refined and rational sociality, - depended upon the 
city-life of the people. And the influence of Sparta, during the 
period of her empire, was peculiarly mischievous and retrograde, 
as tending not only to decompose the federations such as Bceotia 
into isolated towns, but even to decompose suspected towns such 
as l\Iantinea into villages; all for the purpose of rendering each 
of them exclusively dependent npon herself. Athens, during her 
period of empire, had exercised no such disuniting influence; still 
less Thebes, whom we shall hereafter find coming forward actively 
to found the new and great cities of l\Icgalopolis and l\Iessene. 
The imperial tendencies of Sparta are worse than those of either 
Athens or Thebes; including less of improving or Pan-hellenic 
sympathies, and leaning the most systematically upon subservient 
factions in each subordinate city. In the very treatment of l\Ian
tinea just recounted, it is clear that the attack of Sparta was wel
comed at least, if not originally invited, by the ·oligarchical party 
of the place, who sought to grasp the power into their own hands 
and to massacre their political opponents. In the first object they 
completely succeeded, and their government probaLly was more 
assured in the five villages than it would have Leen in the entire 
town. In the second, nothing prevented them from rncceelling 
except the accidental intervention of the exile Pausanias ; an ac
cident, which alone rescued the Spartan name from the additional 
disgrace of a political massac~, over and aLove the lasting odium 
incurred by the act itself; by breaking up an ancient autonomous 
city, 1Yhich had shown no act of overt enmity, and which wa.~ so 
moderate in its democratical manifestations as to receive the fa

1 See the remarkable sentence of the Spartans, in which they reject tho 
claim of tho Pisatans to preside o.-er and administer tho Olympic festival 
(which had Leen their ancient privilege) Lccanso they were xwpfrai and not fit 
for the t:t>k (Xcn. Hellen. iii, 2, 31): compare x1JptTtKLit; (Xen. Cyrop. iv, 
5, 54). 
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vorable criticism of judges rather disinclined towards democracy 
generally.I Thirty years before, when JUantinca had conquered 
certain neighboring Arcadian districts, and had been at actual war 
with Sparta to preserve them, the victorious Spartans exacted 
nothing more than the rcLluction of the city to its original district ;2 
now they are satisfied with nothing less than the partition of the 
city into unfortified villages, though t11ere h:Hl been no actual war 
preceding.. So much had Spartan power, as well as Spartan des
potic propensity, progressed during this interval. 

The general language of Isokratcs, Xenophon, and Diodorus,3 
indicates that this severity towards ::\Iantinca was only the most 
stringent among a series of severities, extended by the Laceda)
monians through their whole confederacy, and operating upon all 
such of its members as gave them ground for dissatisfaction or 
mistrnst. During the ten years after the smrender of Athens, 
they hall been lords of the Grecian world both by land and sea, 
with a power never before posse;;scd by any Grecian state ; until 
the battle of Knidu:'1, and the combination of Athens, Thebes, 
Argos, and Corinth, seconded by I'crsia, had broken up their em
pire at sea, and much endangered it on land. At length the 
peace of Antalkidas, enlisting Persia on their side (at the price of 
the liberty of the Asiatic Greeks), had enabled them to dissolve 
the hostile combination against them. The general autonomy, of 
which they were the authorized interpreter~, meant nothing more 
than a separation of the Bccotian cities from Thcbes,1 and of 
Corinth from Argos, - being noway intended to apply to the re
lation between Sparta and her allies. Having thus their hands 
free, the Lacedmrnonians applied themselves to raise tht>ir ascen
dency on land to the point where it had stood before the battle of 
Kniclus, and even to regain as much as possible of their empire at 
Eca. To bring back a dominion su'ch as that of the Lysamlrian 
harmosts and dekarchies, and to reconstitute a local oligarchy of 
their most devoted partisnns, in cnch of those cities where the 
government had been somewhat liberalized during the recent pe
riod of war, - was their systematic policy. 

1 Aristot. I'olit. vi, 2, 2. 2 Thucyd. v, 81. 
3 Isokrates, Or. iv, (I'anegyr.) s. 133, 134, 146, 206; Or. viii, (De I'acc) s. 

123; Xcn. Hellen. v, 2, 1-8; Diodor. xv, 5, 9-19. 
4 Xcn. Hellen. v, I, 35. 
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Those exiles wl10 hacl incurred the condrmrn1tion of their frl
low-citizens for subservience to Sparta, now found the season con
venient for soliciting Spartan intervention to procure their return. 
It was in this manner that a body of exiled political leaders from 
J>hlius, - whose great merit it was that the city when under their 
government had been zealous in sen·ice to Sparta, but had now 
become lukewarm or even disaffected in the hands of their oppo
nents, - obtained from the ephors a message, polite in form but 
authoritative in substance, addressed to the Phliasians, requiring 
that the exiles should be restored, as friends of Sparta banished 
without just cause.I 

·while the Spartan power, for the few years succeeding the 
peace of Antalkidas, was thus decidedly in ascending movement 
on land, efforts were also made to reestablish it at sea. Several 
of the Cyclades and other smaller i~lands were again rendered 
tributary. In this latter sphere, however, Athens became her 
competitor. Since the peace, and the restoration of Lcmnos, Im
bros and Skyros, combined with the refortified Pcirrens and its 
Long \Valls,-Athenian commerce and naval power had been re
viving, though by slow and humble steps. Like the naval force 
of England compared with France, the warlike marine of Athens 
rested upon a consi<lerable commercial marine, which latter hardly 
existed at all in Laconia. Sparta had no seamen except con
strained Helots or pai<l foreigners; 2 while the commerce of Pci
r::cns liad both required and maintained a numerous population of 
this character. The harbor of Peir::cus was convenient in respect 
of accommodation, and well-stocked with artisans, - while Laco
nia had few artisans, an<l was notoriously destitute of harbors.3 
Accordingly, in this maritime competition, Athens, though but the 
shadow of her former self, started at an advantage as compared 
with Sparta, and in spite of the superiority of the latter on land, 
was enaLle<l to compete with her in acquiring tributary dcpcndcn
C"ics among the smaller islands of the A:gean. To these latter, 
who had no marine of their own, and who (like Athens herself) 
required habitual supplies of imported C"orn, it was important to 

1 Xcn. IIclkn. v, 2, 8-10. 
The consrquen<'cs of this forced return arc difficult to foresee; they will 

nppcar in a subsequent page. 
3~ Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 3-12. Xen. Hell. iv, 8, 7. 
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obtain both access to Peirreus and protection from the Athenian 
triremes against that swarm of pirates, who showed themselves 

• after 	the peace of Antalkidas, when there was no preuominant 
maritime state; besides which, the market of Peirmus was often 
supplied with foreign corn from the Crimea, through the prefer
ence shown by the princes of Bosphorus to Athens, at a time 
when vessels from other places could obtain no cargo.I A mode
rate tribute paid to Athens would secure to the tributary island 
greater advantages than if paid to Sparta, - with at least equal 
protection. Probably, the influence of Athens over these i:;lanu
ers was farther aided by the fact, that she administered the festi
vals, and lent out the funds, of the holy temple at Delos. "\Ve 
know by inscriptions remaining, that large sums were borrowed 
at interest from the temple-treasure, not merely b;: individual 
islanders, but also by the island-cities collectively,- Naxos, 
Andros, Tenos, Siphnos, Seriphos. The Amphiktyonic council 
who dispensed these loans (or at least the presiding members) 
were Athenians named annually at Athcns.2 1\Ioreover, these 
islanders rendered religious homage anu attenuancc at the Delian 
fe,;tivals, and were thus brought within the range of a central 
Athenian influence, capable, under favorable circumstances, of 
being strengthened and rendered even politically important. 

By such helps, Athens was slowly acquiring to herself a second 
maritime confederacy, which we shall presently find to be of con
siderable moment, though never approaching the grandeur of her 
former empire; so that in the year 380 B. c., when Isokrates pub
lished his Panegyrical Discourse (seven years after the peace of 
Antalkidas), though her general power was still slender compared 
with the overruling might of Sparta,3 yet her navy had already 

1 Isokrates, Orat. xvii, (Trapczit.) s. 71. 
• See the valnalile inscription call0d the Marmor Smidviccnse, which con· 

tains the account,; rendered by the annual Amphiktyons at Delos, from 
37i-3i3 B. C. 

Bocckh, Staatsham:Jrnltnng dcr Athencr, vol. ii, p. 214, ed. 1; vol. ii, p. 
78 seq., eel. 2nd. 

The list of cities and individuals who borrowed money from the temple is 
given in these accounts, together with the amount of interest either paid by 
them, or remaining in arrear. 

3 This is the description which Isokrates himself gives ( Orat. xv, (Permu
tat.) s. 61) of the state of the Grecian world when he published his l':mc· 



HISTORY OF GREECE. 
( 

made such progress, that he claims for her the right of taking the 
command by sea, in that crusade which he strenuously enforces, 
of Athens and Sparta in harmonious unity at the head of all 
Greece, a!l'ainst the Asiatic barbarians.I 

It would seem that a few years after the peace of Antalkidas, 
Sparta became somewhat ashamed of having surrendered the 
Asiatic Greeks to Persia; and that king Agesipolis and other 
leading Spartans encouraged the scheme of a fresh Grecian CX)le
tlition against Asia, in compliance with propositions from some 
disaffected subjects of Artaxerxes.2 Upon some such project, 
currently discussed though never realized, Isokrates probably 
built his Panegyrical Oration, composed in a lofty strain of patri
otic eloquence (380 B. c.) to stimulate both Sparta and Athens in 
the cause, and calling on both, as joint chiefS of Greece, to sus
pend dissensions at home for a great Pan-hellenic manifestation 
against the common enemy abroad. But whatever ideas of this 
kind the Spartan leaders may have entertained, their attention was 
taken off, about 382 B. c. by movements in a more remote region 
of the Grecian world, which led to important consequences. 

Since the year 414 n. c. (when the Athenians were engaged in 

gyrical Discourse - ore Aa1mJa1µ6vtot µev J;p;rov TOJV 'El.l.~vwv, i;/lelf: oe 
rarrElVWt; hrp&.rroµev, etc. 

1 The Pancgyrical Discourse of Isokrates, the date of it being pretty ex
actly known, is of great value for enabling us to understand the period imme
diately succeeding the peace of Antalkidas. 

IIe particularly notices the multiplication of pirates, and the competition 
between Athens and Sparta about tribute from the islands in the JEgcan 
(s. 133). Tir: yup av TotavT1/t; 1rnraar&aewr: l:rrdJvµi;aeuv, tv 1} Kararrovrt<J
Ta< µev T~V {}u/.aaaav KaTi;rovot, 'lfEATa<JTal of: Tut; rroAetr; KaTaJ.aµf3uvovat, 
etc . 

• • • • Kairot ;rpq Toiir: <Pfoet Kat µq ou'i. TVX1/V µiya ¢povoiivTat; TOlOVTOlt; 
lpyotr: irrt;retpeZv, rrol.ii µul.Aov ~ TOVt; V1j<Jtwrar: oaaµol.oyeiv, ovr: 
ilgwv CrJTlV ll.iew, bpwvrar: TOVTOVf: µev OtU arravtOT1/Ta Ti;r; yi;r: op7j yewpydv 
uvayKa/;01,ivovr;, TOVf: o' J;rretpwrar: cit' u¢-iJovfov Ti/r: ;rwpar: Ti/V µev 1CAElaT1jV 
avri/r: upyov rreptopwvrar;, etc. (s. 151 ) . 

• • • •_'Qv i;/,ett; (Athenians and Spartans) ovoeµfov rrowvµe-&a rrp6vowv, 
uXJ.a rrept µf:v TWV KvKl,&owv vi;awv uµ¢ta(371Tovµev, TO<JaV
Tar; of; TO rr/,~{}or; Kat T7jAlKavrar: TO µiyei'Jor: ovv&µetr; ovrwr: e!Kfj T<fi f3apf3upt,J 
rrapa&owKaµev. 

Compare Xenoph. Hellen. vi, I, 12 -µq elr; v11aVr1pta arrof3Atrrovrar:, etc. 
2 Diodor. xv, 9, 19. 
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the siege of Syracuse), we have heard nothing either of' the kings 
of l\Iace<lonia, or of' the Chalki<lic Grecian cities in the peninsula 
of Thrace adjoining l\Iace<lonia. Down to that year, Athens still 
retaine<l a portion of' her maritime empire in those regions. The 
Platmans were still in possession of Skione (on the i~tlmms of Pal
Iene) which she had assigne<l to them; while the Athenian admi
ral Euetion, secon<led by many hired Thracians, and even by Per
dikkas king of l\Iace<lonia, undertook a fruitless siege to reconquer 
Arnphipolis on the Strymon.l But the fatal disaster at Syracuse 
having disabled Athens from maintaining such distant interests, 
they were lost to her along with her remaining empire, - perhaps 
earlier; though we do not know how. At the same time, <luring 
the last years of the Pcloponnesian war, the kingdom of Mace
donia greatly increased in power; partly, we may conceive, from 
the helpless condition of Athens, - but still more from the abili
ties and energy of' Archclaus, son and successor of' Perdikkas. 

The course of succession among the l\Iacc<lonian princes seems 
not to have been settle<l, so that disputes and bloo<lshe<l took place 
at the death of several of them. l\Ioreover, there were distinct 
tribes of l\Iacedonians, who, though forming part, really or nomi
nally, of the dominion of the Temcni<l princes, nevertheless were 
immecliately subject to separate but subordinate princes of their 
own. The reign of' Per<likkas had been troubled in this manner. 
In the first instance, he had stripped his own brother Alketas of 
the crown,2 who appears (so far as we can make out) to have had 

1 Thucyd. vii, 9. 
•This is attested by Plato, Gorgias, c. 26. p. 4il A. 
... ."Or ye (Archelaus son of Pcnlikkas) rrpi:Jrov µev rovrov avrvv ruv 

Ve<I7rOT7JV Kat 19eiov (Alketas) µerarreµifuµevor, wr !Lnoowr;wv r1Jv !Lp
xijv ~v ITepOtKKar avrov u<jieO.erv, etc. 

This statement of Plato, that Perclikkas expelled his brother Alketas from 
the throne, appears not to he adverted to by the commentators. I'crhaps it 
may help to explain the chronolo:;ical embarrnssmcnts connected with the 
reign of Penlikkas, the years of which arc assi:;ncd by ditforcnt authors, as 
23, 28, 35, 40, 41. Sec .:\Ir. Clinton, }'asti Hclleh. ch. iv, p. 222-whcrc hu 
discusses the chronology of the l\Iaccdonian kings: also Krebs, Lection. Di· 
odorere, p. 159. 

There are no means of determining when the reign of Pcrdikkas began
nor exactly, when it ended. "\Ve know from Thucydides that he was king 
in 432, and in 414 n. c. Dt1t the fact of his acquiring the crown by the ex· 



46 HISTORY OF GllEECE. 

the better right to it; next he had also expelled his younger 
brother Philippus from his subordinate principality. To restore 
Amyntas the son of Philippus, was one of the purposes of the 
Thrakian prince Sitalkes, in the expedition undertaken conjointly 
with Athens, <luring the second year of the Peloponnesian war.I 
On tµe <Jeµth _of Perdikkas (about 413 n. c.), his clclcst or only 
legitimate son was a child of seven years old; but his natural son2 r 
Archelaus was of mature age and unscrupulous ambition. The' 
dethroned .A.lketas was yet alive, and had now considerable chance 
of reestablishing himself on the throne ; Archehus, invitiug him 
and his son under pretence that he would himself bring about their 
reestablishment, slew them both amidst the intoxication of a ban
quet. He next despatched the boy, his legitimate brother, by suf
focating him in a well; and through these crimes made himself 
king. His government, however, was so energetic and able, that 
Macedonia reached a degree of military power such as none of 
his predecessors had ever possessed. His troops, military equip
ments, and fortified places, were much increased in numbers ; 
while he abo cut straight roads of communication between the 
various portions of his territory,- a novelty seemingly every
where, at that time.3 Besides such improved organization (which 
unfortunately we are not permitted to know in detail), Archelaus 
founded a splendid periodical Olympic festival, in honor of the 
Olympian Zeus and the ~Iuses,4 and maintained corre$pondence 
with the poets and philosophers of Athens. He prevailed upon 
the tragic poets Euripides and Agathon, as well as the epic poet 
Chrerilus, to visit him in l\Iacedonia, where Euripides especially 
was treated with distinguished favor and munificence,5 remaining 

1mlsion of an elder brother, renders it less wonderful that the licginning of 
his reign shonlcl. be differently stated by different authors ; though these au
thors seem mostly to conceive Perdikkas a.~ tlie immediate successor of 
Alexander, without auy notice of Alketas. 

Thucyd. i, 57: ii, n7-!00. 
2 The mother of Archelaus was a foinale slave belonging to AlketaB; it is 

for this reason that l'lato (·alls Alketas oearr6TT/ v 1mt {)dov of Archclaus 
(l'!ato, Gorgias, c. 26. p. 4il A.) 

"Tlmcyd. ii, 100. u<loilr elJ{)o-iar l:reµe, etc. See the note in Ch. !xix, p. 
17 of Yo!. ix. 

4 Arrian, i, 11; Diodor. xvii, 16. 
5 Plutarch, De Yitioso Pudore, c. 7, p. 531 E. 

I 
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there until his death in 406 or 405 n. c. Archelaus also invited 
Sokrates, who declined the invitation,- and appears to have 
shown some favor to Plato.I He perished in the same year as 
Sokrates (399 B. c.), by a violent death; two Thessalian youths, 
Krateuas and Hellanokrates, together with a 1\face<lonian named 
Dekamniclrns, being his assassins <luring a hunting-pm:ty. The 
first two were youths to whom he was strongly attached, but whose 
dignity he had wounded by insulting treatment and non-perform
ance of promises; the third was a 1\face<lonian, who, for having 
made an offensive remark upon the bad breath of Euripides, had 
been given up by the order of Archelaus to the poet, in order that 
he might be flogged for it. Euripides actually caused the sen
tence to be inflicted ; but it was not till six years after his death that 
Dekamnichus, who had neither forgotten nor forgiven the affront, 
found the opportunity of taking revenge by instigating and aiding 
the assassins of Archelaus.2 

These incidents, recounted on the authority of Aristotle, and 
relating as well to the l\Iace<lonian king Archelaus as to the 
Athenian citizen and poet Euripides, illustrate the political con
trast between 1\Iacedonia and Athens. The government of the 
former is one wholly personal, - dependent on the passions, tastes, 
appetites, and capacities, of the king. The ambition of Archelaus 
leads both to his crimes for acquiring the throne, and to his im
proved organization of the military force of the state afterwards; 
his admiration for the poets and philosophers of Athens makes 

1 Aristotel. Rhetoric. ii, 24; Seneca, de Bencficiis, ,., 6; lElian, V. II. 
xiv, 17. 

• Sec the statements, unfortunately very brief, of Aristotle (Politic. v, 8, 
10-13). Plato (Alkiuiad. ii, c. 5, p. 141 D), while mentioning the assassi
nation of Archelaus by his 1ratOtKa represents the motive of the latter dif
ferently from Aristotle, as having been an amuitious desire to possess liim
self of the throne. Diodorus (xiv, 37) represents Kratenas as having killed 
Archclaus unintentionally in a hunting-party. 

Kai Ti;r 'Ap;i:el..uov o' hrifJfowr t1eKuµv1xor ~yeµwv lyeveTo, Trll(JO~VV<JV 
Tovr lrrifJeµevovr Tr(JWTOr. atTlOV oe Ti;r /ipyi;r, UTl aVTOV l~iclwKe µaaTLywaat 
EvptTrlO'J T<fi TrOll)Tf/. 0 oe E V[JlTrlOl/r lxal..faatvev eiTrUVTOr Tl abroii eir ovaw
Oetav roii aT6,uaTOr (Arist. Pol. I. c.). 

Dekamnichus is cited by Aristotle as one among the examples of persons 
actually scourged; which proves that Euripides availed himself of the privi
lege accorded uy Archelaus. 
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him sympathize warmly with Euripides, an<l ensure to the latte!' 
personal satisfaction for an offensive remark; his appetites, ming
ling license with insult, end by drawing upon him personal ene
mies of a formidaule character. L'Etai, c'est moi - stan<ls marked 
in the whole series of proceetlings ; the personality of the monarch 
is the determining element. Now at Athens, no such element 
exists. There is, on the one hand, no easy way of bringing to 
bear the ascen<lency of an energetic chief to improve the military 
organization, - as Athens foun<l to her cost, when she was after
war<ls assailed Ly Philip, the successor after some interval, an<l in 
many respects the parallel, of Archelaus. But on the other 
hand, neither the personal tastes nor the appetites, of any indi
vidual Athenian, count as active causes in the march of puulic 
affairs, which is determine<l by the establishe<l law an<l by the 
pronounce<l sentiments of the body of citizens, However gross 
an insult might have been offered to Euripides at Athens, the di
kasts would never have sentence<l that the offender shoul<l be 
hande<l over to him to be flogge<l. They would have inflicted 
such measure of punishment as the nature of the wrong, and the 
preexisting law appeared to them to require. Political measures, 
or judicial sentences, at Athens, might be well or ill-judged; but 
at any rate, they were always dictate<l by regard to a known law 
and to the public conceptions entertained of state-interests, state
dignity, and state-ouligations, without the avowed intrusion of any 
man's personality. To Euripides, - who had throughout his 
whole life been the butt of Ari~tophanes and other comic writers, 
and who had been compelled to hear, in the crowded theatre, 
taunts far more gulling than what is ascribed to Dekarnnichus, 
the contrast must have been indeed striking, to have the offender 
made over to him, an<l the whip placed at his di$posal, by order 
of his new patron. An<l it is little to his honor, that he shoul<l 
have availed himself of the privilege, by causing the punishment 
to be really administered; a punishment which he coul<l never 
have seen inflicted, during the fifty years of his past lifo, upon 
any free Athenian citizen. 

Krateuas did not rnrvive the deed more than three or four days, 
after which Orestes, son of Arehelau~, a child, was placed on the 
throne, under the guardianship of ..1Eropus. The latter, however, 
after about four yeara, made away with his ward, and reigned in 
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his stead for two years. He then died of sickness, and was suc
ceeded by his son Pausanias; who, after a reign of only one year, 
was assassinated and succeecled by Amyntas.I This Amyntas 
(chiefly celebrated as the father of Philip ancl the grandfather of 
Alexancler the Great), though akin io the royal family, had been 
nothing more than au attendant of .il~ropus,2 until he macle him
self king by putting to death Pausanias.3 He reigned, though 
with interruptions, twenty-four years (393-369 B. c.) ; years, for 
the most part, of trouble and humiliation for l\Iacedonia, and of 
occasional exile for himself. The vigorous military organization 
introduced by Archelaus appears to have declined; while the fre
quent dethronements and assassinations of kings, beginning even 
with Penlikkas the father of Archelaus, ancl continued down to 
Amyntas, unhinged the central authority and disunited the various 
portions of the ~Iacedonian flame; which naturally tended to 
separation, ancl coulcl only be helcl together by a firm hand. 

The interior regions of l\Iacedonia were bordered, to the north, 
north-east, ancl north-west, by warlike barbarian tribes, Thracian 
and Illyrian, whose invasions were not unfrequcnt and often form
idable. Tempted, probably, by the un~cttled position of the gov
ernment, the Illyrians poured in upon Amyntas during the first 
year of his reign; perhaps they may have been invited by other 
princes of the interior,4 and at all events their coming would ope
rate as a signal for malcontents to declare themselves. Amyntas, 
-having only acquired the sceptre a few months before by assas
sinating his predecessor, and having little hold on the people, 
was not only unable to repel them, but found himself obliged to 
evacuate Pella, and even to retire from l\Iacedonia altogether. 
Despairing of his position, he made over to the Olynthians a large 

1 Diodor. xiv. 84-89. 

2 .£Jiau, V. II. xii, 43; Dexippus ap. Synccll. p. 263; Justin, vii, 4. 

3 Diodor. xiv, 89. 'EuA.evrrwe Oi: Kat IIavo-aviar o rt:iv MaKeoovCJv {3ao-L· 


A.evr, U.vaipn9·eir vrro 'Aµvvrov ool"\J, U.pg<lr lvtavruv · r~v tie {3ao-tA.eiav 1<ano-· 
;rev 'Aµvvra~. etc. 

4 See in Thucyd. iv, ll2 -the relations of Arrhibreus, prince of the 
:Macedonians called Lynkestre in the interior country, with the Illyrian in
'\·aders - n. c. 423. 

Archelaus had been engaged at a more recent period in war with & 

prince of the interior named Arrhibreus,-perhaps the same person (.Aris· 
tot. Polit. v, 8, 11 ). 

VOL. x. 3 . 4oc. 
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portion of the neighbo1ing territory, - Lower l\facedonia or the 
coast and cities round the Thermaic Gulf.I As this cession is 
represented to have been made at the moment of his distress and 
expatriation, we may fairly suspect that it was made for some 
reciprocal benefit or valuable equivalent; of which Amyntas 
might well stand in need, at a moment of so much exigency. 

It is upon this occasion that we begin to hear again of the Chal
kidians of Olynthus, and the confederacy which they gradually ag
gregated around their city as a centre. The confederacy seems to 
have taken its start from this cession of Amyntas, - or rather, to 
speak more properly, from his abdication ; for the cession of what 
he could not keep was of comparatively little moment, and we shall 
see that he tried to resume it as soon as he acquired strength. The 
effect of his flight was, to break up the government of Lower or 
maritime l\facedonia, and to leave the cities therein situated de
fenceless against the Illyrians or other invaders from the interior. 
To these cities, the only chance of security, was to throw them
selves upon the Greek cities on the coast, and to organize in con
junction with the latter a confederacy for mutual support. Among 
all the Greeks on that coast, the most strenuous and persevering 
(so they had proved themselves in their former contentions against 
Athens when at the summit of her power) as well as the nearest, 
were the Chalkidians of Olynthus. These Olynthians now put 
themselves forward, - took into their alliance and under their 
protection the smaller towns of maritime l\Iacedonia immediately 
near them, - and soon extended their confederacy so as to com
prehend all the larger towns in this region, - including .even 
:Pella, the most considerable city of the country.2 As they began 

1 Diodor. xiv, 92 ; xv, 19. 'Arroyvovi; Oi: T~V upxiiv, 'O;\,vv&ioit; µev Tqv 
cvvtyyiJi; xwpav towp~rraro, etc. Ty oiiµ<tJ TO!V 'O?.vv&iwv OWpTjaaµtvov rroA.
Aiiv Ti/t; oµ6pov xwpa~, Ola TT/V urroyv&iaiv Ti/t; lavrojj clvvaaniai;, etc. 

The flight of Amyntas, afrer a year's reign, is confinned by Dcx.ippus ap. 
Syncell. p. 263. 

5 Xenoph. Hellen. v, 2, 12. "On µ'i:v yap ri:Jv irrt 0plj.101t; µtyiar11 1foAit; 
•O;\,vv&or, uxtoiiv 1favni; i1fforaa&t. Ovrot ri:Jv rr6Aewv 1rpoaTJyayovro foTLv 
at;, e<f" <Jre TOlt; avroii; xpii<r&at v6µott; Kai avµrrolclTEVElV. E1fElTa cle Kai: TWV 
µtt,OV<JV 1rpoui'Aa(36v Tlvar. •EK oi: TOVTOV trrqEipTjuav Kat TU!,' T~t; MaKEOOV• 
iat; 1foAett; eAcvihpovv arro 'Aµvvrov, roii {3aatAtwi; l\1aKtoovwv. 'E1rEi: oe 
11lai,Kovaav al eyyvrara avri:Jv, ra;riJ Kai: fat Tat; 1r0ppw Kat µtl(ovt; E1COpEVoV• 
TO• Kai: 1eanAirroµtv i/µtlt; lxovrai; ~011 uAAat; re 1fOAAai;, Kai IIiAAav, Tjrrtp 
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this enterprise at a time when the Illyrians were masters of the 
country so as t-0 drive Amyntas to despair and flight, we may 
be sure that it must have cost them serious efforts, not without 
great danger if they failed. 'Ve may also be sure that the cities 
themselves must have been willing, not to say eager, coadjutors; 
just as the islanders and Asiatic Greeks clung to Athens at the 
first formation of the confederacy of Delos. The Olynthians 
could have had no means of conquering even the less considerable 
l\Iacedonian cities, much less Pella, by force and against the will 
of the inhabitants. 

How the Illyrians were compelled to retire, and by what steps 
the confederacy was got together, we are not permitted to know. 
Our information (unhappily very brief) comes from the Akanthian 
envoy Kleigcnes, speaking at Sparta about ten years afterwards 
(s. c. 383), and describing in a few words the confederacy as it 
then stood. But there is one circumstance which this witness, 
himself hostile to Olynthus and coming to solicit Spartan aid 
against her, - attests emphatically; the equal, generous, and 
broth.erly principles, upon which the Olynthians framed their 
scheme from the beginning. They did not present themselves as 
an imperial city enrolling a body of dependent allies, but invited 
each separate city to adopt common laws and reciprocal citizen
ship with Olynthns, with foll liberty of intermarriage, commercial 
dealing, and landed proprietorship. That the l\Iacedonian cities 
near the sea should welcome so liberal a proposition as this, com
ing from the most powe1ful of their Grecian neighbors, cannot at 
all surprise us; especially at a time when they were exposed to 
the Illyrian invaders, and when Amyntas had fled the country. 
They had hitherto always been subjects; l their cities had not 

µeyirJT7/ TWV tv MaKeOovi~ \TOAf<.IV. Kai 'AµvvTav cle airri'Javo;ut'Ja arroxw
(XJVVTU TE tK Twv rroAe<.>v, Kat orrov ovK lKrrerrT<.>KoTa ~cl'I eK rraa'lr MaKe

. ooviar, 
'Ve know from Diodorus that Amyntas fled the country in despair, and 

ceded a large proportion at least of Lower MaceJonia to the Olynthians. 
Accordingly, the strui;gle between the latter and Amyntas (here alluded 
to), must have taken place when he came back and tried to resume his do
minion. 

Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 12 - Tilr Ti/> Ma1Ceoov£ar 7rOA£l~ tAevi'Jepoiiv arro 
'AµvvTOv, etc.; compare v, 2, 38. 

I 
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(like the Greek cities) enjoyed each its own separate autonomy 
within its own walls; the offer, now made to them by the Olyn
thians, was one of freedom in exchange for their past subjection 
under the Macedonian kings, combined with a force adequate to 
protect t!H'm ngainst Illyrian and other invaders. Perhnps also 
these various citics,-Anthernus, Therma, Chalnstra, Pella, Alo
rus, Pydna, etc., - may have contained, nmong the indigenous 
population, a certain proportion of domiciliated Grecian inhabi
tants, to whom the proposition of the Olynthians would be es
pecially acceptable. 

We may thus understand why the offer of Olynthus was gladly 
welcomed by the :Macedonian maritime cities. They were the 
first who fraternized as voluntary partners in the confederacy; 
which the Olynthians, having established this basis, proceeded to 
enlarge farther, by making the like liberal propositions to the 
Greek cities in their neighborhood. Several of these latter joined 
voluntarily; others were afraid to refuse; insomuch that the con
federacy came to include a considernble number of Gree.ks, 
especially, Potida::a, situated on the l6thmus of Pallene, and com
manding the road of communication between the cities within 
Pallene and the continent. The Olynthians carried out with 
scrupulous sincerity their professed principles of equal and inti
mate partnership, avoiding all encroachment or offensive preemi
nence in favor of their own city. Ilut in spite of this liberal 
procedure, they found among their Grecian neighbors obstructions 
which they had not experienced from the Macedonian. Each of 
the Grecian cities had been accustomed to its own town-autonomy 
and separate citizenship, with its peculiar laws and customs. All 
of them were attached to this kind of distinct political life, by one 
of the most tenacious and universal instincts of the Greek mind; 
all of them would renounce it with reluctance, even on consenting 
to enter the Olynthian confederacy, with its generous promise, its 
enlarged security, and its manifest advantages ; and there were 
even some who, di~dnining every prospective consideration, re
fused to change their condition at all except at the point of the 
sword. 

Among these last were Akanthus and Apollonia, the largest 
cities (next to Olynthus) in the Chalkidie peninsula, and, there
fore, the least unable to stand alone. To these the Olynthians 
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did not make application, until they had already attracted within 
their confederacy a considerable n nmLer of other Grecian as well 
as Macedonian cities. They then invited Akanthus and Apollonia 
to come in, upon the same terms of equal union and follow-citizen
ship. The proposition Leing declined, they sent a second message 
intimating that, unless it were acc-epted within a certain time, they 
would enforce it by compulsory measures. So powerful already 
was the military force of the Olynthian confederacy, that Akan
thus and Apollonia, incompetent to resist without foreign aid, des
patched envoys to Sparta to set forth the position of affairs in the 
Chalkidic peninsula, and to solicit intervention against Olynthus. 

Their embassy reached Sparta about B. c. 383, when the Spar
tans, having broken up the city of J\Iantinea into villages, and 
coerced Phlins, were in the foll swing of power over Peloponne
sns, - and when they had also dissolved the Bmotian federation, 
placing harmosts in Platrea and Thespioo as checks npon any 
movement of Thebes. The Akanthian Kleigenes, addressing him
self to the AssemLly of Spartans and their allies, drew an alarm
ing picture of the recent growth and prospective tendencies of 
Olynthus, invoking the interforence of Sparta against that city. 
The Olynthian confederacy (he said) already comprised many 
cities, small and great, Greek as well as Macedonian, -Amyntas 
having lost his kingdom. Its military power, even at present 
great, was growing every day.I The territory, comprising a large 
breadth of fertile corn-land, could sustain a numerous population. 
Wood for ship-building was close at hand, while the numerous 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 14. 
The number of Olynthian troops is giYen in Xenophon as eight hundred 

hoplitcs - a far greater number of pdtasts -and one thousand horsemen, 
assuming that Akantlms and Apollonia joined the confederacy. It has 
been remarked by Mr. l\Iitford and ot!1ers, that these numbers, as they her0 
stand, must be decidedly smaller than the reality. But we have no means 
of correction open to us. Mr. Mitford's suggestion of eight thousand hop
lites in place of eight hundred, rests upon no authority. 

Demo,thcncs states that Olynthus by herself, and before she had brought 
all the Chalkidians into confederacy ( ovirw Xal,KtOiwv 1rUVTWV tl1: ev O"VV<,J

KtO"µivwv - De T'als. Leg. c. 7::>, p. 425) possessed four hundred horsemen, 
and a citizen population of 5000; no more than this (he says) at the time 
when the Larediemonians attacked them. The historical statements of the 
great orator, for a time which nearly coincides with his own birth, are to 
be received with caution. 
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harbors of the confederate cities ensured a thriving trade as well 
as a steady revenue from custom-duties. The neighboring Thra
cian tribes would be easily kept in willing dependence, and woukl 
thus augment the military force of Olynthus ; even the gold mines 
of l\Iount Pang<£us would speedily come within her assured reach. 
"All that I now tell you (such was the substance of his speech) 
is matter of public talk among the Olynthian people, who are full 
of hope and confidence. How can you Spartans, who are taking 
anxious pains to prevent the union of the Breotian cities,1 permit 
the aggregation of so much more formidable a power, both by 
land and by sea, as this of Olynthus? Envoys have already been 
sent thither from Athens and Thebes,- and the Olynthians have 
decreed to send an embassy in return for contracting alliance with 
those cities ; hence, your enemies will derive a large additional 
force. \Ve of Akanthus and Apollonia, having declined the pro
position to join the confederacy voluntarily, have received notice 
that, if we persist, they will constrain us. Now we are anxious 
to retain our paternal laws :md customs, continuing as a city by 
ourselves.2 But if we cannot obtain aid from you, we shall be 
under the necessity of joining them, - as several other cities have 
already done, from not daring to refuse ; cities, who would have 
sent envoys along with us, had they not been afraid of offending 
the Olynthians. These cities, if you interfere forthwith, and with 
a powerful force, will now revolt from the new confederacy. But if 
you postpone your interference, and allow time for the confederacy 
to work, their sentiments will soon alter. They will come to be 
knit together in attached unity, by the co-burgership, the intermar
riage, and the reciprocity of landed possessions, ·which have al
ready been enacted prospectively. All of them will become con
vinced that they have a common interest both in belonging to, 
and in strengthening the confederacy, - just as the Arcadians, 
when they follow you, Spartans, as allies, are not only enabled to 

I Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 16. ,Evvo~1:rare oe /Wt Tooe, 7rwr elKor, vµii.r T~· µev 
Boiwriar tmµe'Arii'Jijvai, llrrwr µi/ Ka{}' i'v eiri, 'lrOAV oe "µet:;ovor u&poi?;oµivrir 
ovv!Lµewr uµ.e'A~crai, etc. 

I translate here the substance of the speech, not the exact words. 
3 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 14. 'Hµeir oe, i:i avoper AaKeoaiµovtot, {3ov'A6µdJa 

µev Toir 7raTptotr voµou; XpijCJ1'tat, Kat aVT07rOAtTal eivat' el µeVTOl µi/ {3ori{}fi
cret Ttr, U.vayKrJ Kai fiµiv µeT' lKeivwv ylyvem'tat. 
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preserve their own property, but also to plunder others. If, by 
your delay, the attractive tendencies of the confederacy should 
come into real operation, you will presently find it not so much 
within your power to dissolve.I " 

This speech of the Akanthian envoy is remarkable in more 
than one respect. Coming from the lips of an enemy, it is the 
best of all testimonies to the liberal and comprehensive spirit in 
which the Olynthians were acting. They are accused,-not of 
injustice, nor of selfish ambition, nor of degrading those arouncl 
them, - but literally, of organizing a new partnership on princi
ples too generous and too seductive; of gently superseding, in
stead of violently breaking down, the barriers between the various 
cities, by reciprocal ties of property and family among the citizens 
of each ; of uniting them all into a new political aggregate, in 
which not only all would enjoy equal rights, but all without excep
tion would be gainers. The advantage, both in security and in 
power, accruing prospectively to all, is not only admitted by the 
orator, but stands in the front of his argument. " l\Iake haste and 
break up the confederacy (he impresses upon Sparta) before its 
fruit is ripe, so that the confederates may never taste it nor find 
out how good it is ; for if they do, you will not prevail on them to 
forego it." By implication, he also admits,- and he says nothing 
tending even to raise a doubt, - that the cities which he repre
sents, Akanthus and Apollonia, would share along with the rest in 
this same benefit. But the Grecian political instinct was never
theless predominant, - ""\Ve wish to prcsen'e our paternal laws, 
and to be a city by ourselves." Thus nakedly is the objection 
stated; when the question was, not whether Akanthus should lose 
its freedom and become subject to an imperial city like Athens, 
but whether it should become a free and equal member of a larger 
political aggregate, cemented by every tie which could make union 

I Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 18. t:.ei ye µ'r/v vµrir Kai TOOe elrlivai, iir, ~v eip~Kaµev 
ovvaµtv µeyu'Ariv ovaav, OVIT(,) OVIJITUt.atiJTO' Tl' foTiv . al yiip UKOV(Jat TWV 
1'0A€(,)V Ti/r 1t'OAlTetar KOtV(,)VOV aat, avTal, UV Tl l0(,)IJlV avTirra!.ov, 
Ta;tv arroaT1]aovmt· el µivTot avyK!.etaffijaovTat Tair Te lrrt
yaµiair /Cat eyKTijaeat -rrap' a/./.1}/.atr, ar E1/J7J<f>t11µf:vot e/11~ 
-Kat yvwaovTat, 5Tt µeTU TWV KpaTOVVT(,)V t-rreaffat Ktp• 
da/,iov EIJTlV, Ciarrep "ApKaoer, 5mv µe&' vµwv foat, TU Te aVTWV 11ii(ov111, 
/Cal TU a!./.6;pia uprra(ovatV- l (J(,)' 0 vKe ff' oµoi(,) r EVAV Ta fo Ta'· 

http:avTirra!.ov
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secure, profitable, and dignified. It is curious to observe how 
perfectly the orator is conscious that this repugnance, though at 
the moment preponderant, was nevertheless essentially transitory, 
and would give place to attachment when the union came to be 
felt as a reality; and how eagerly he appeals to Sparia to lose no 
time in clenching the repugnance, while it lasted. IIe appeals tn 
lier, not for any beneficial or Pan-hellenic objects, but in the inter
ests of her own dominion, which required that the Grccinn world 
should be as it were pulverized into minute, self-acting, atoms, 
without cohesion, - so that each city, or each village, while pro
tected against subjection to any other, shoul<l farther be prevented 
from equal political union or fusion with any other; being thus 
more completely helpless and dependent in reference to Sparta. 

It was not merely from Akanthus and Apollonia, but also from 
the dispossessed l\Iacedonian king Amynthus, that enyoys reached 
Sparta to a;;k for aid against Olyntlrns. It seems that Amyntas, 
after having almncloned the kingdom and made his cession to the 
Olynthians, had obtained some aid from 'I11essaly and tried to re
instate himself by force. In this scheme he had failed, being de
feated by the Olynthians. Indeed we find another person named 
Argreus, mentioned as competitor fo1· the Macedonian sceptre, and 
posses.~ing it for two years.I 

After hearing these petitioners, the Laee<loomonians first declared 
their own readiness to comply with the prayer, and to pnt down 
Olyntlms; next, they submitted the same point to the vote of the 
assembled allies.2 Among these latter, there was no genuine an
tipathy against the Olynthians, such as that which had prevailed 
against Athens before the Peloponncsian war, in the synod then 
held at Sparta. But the power of Sparta over her ailies was now 
far greater than it had Leen then. Most of their cities were under 
oligarchies, dependent upon her support for authority over their 
fellow-citizens; moreover, the recent events in Bccotia and at 

1 Diodor. xiv, 92 ; xv, 19. 
Demosthenes speaks of Amyntas as having hccn expelled from his king

dom by the ThesRnlians (cont. Aristokrat. c. 29, p. 65i). If this he histori
cally cotTect, it must be referred to some subsequent war in which he was 
engaged with the Thessalians, perhaps to the time when Jason of Pherl.ll 
acquired dominion over Macedonia (Xenoph. Hellen. vi, I, 11). 

2 See above in this History, Vol. VI. Ch. xlviii, p. 79. 

http:Pherl.ll
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}.fantinea had operated as a serious intimidation. Anxiety to 
keep the favor of Sparta was accordingly paramount, so that most 
of the speakers as well as most -0f the votes, declared for war,t 
and a combined army of ten thousand men was voted to be raised. 
To make up such total, a proportional contingent was assessed 
upon each confederate; combined. with the. proviso now added for 
the first time, that each might furnish money instead of men, at 
the rate of three .lEginrean oboli (half an .1Eginrean drachma) for 
each hoplite. A cavalry-soldier, to those cities which furnished 
such, was reckoned as equivalent to four hoplites; a hoplite, a.s 
equivalent to two peltasts; or pecuniary contribution on the same 
scale. All cities in default were made liable to a fo1feit of one 
stater (four drachmm) per <lay, for every soldier not sent; the for
feit to be enforced by Sparta.2 Such licensed substitution of pe
cuniary payment for personal service, is the same as I have already 
described to have taken place nearly a century before in the con
federacy of Delos under the presidency of Athens.3 It was a 
system not likely to be extern;ively acted upon among the 
Spartan allies, who were at once poorer and more warlike than 
those of Athens. But in both cases it was favorable to the am
bition of the leading state; and tbe tendency becomes here mani
fest, to sanction, by the formality of a public resolution, that in
creased Lacedremonian ascendency which had already grown up 
in practice. 

The Akanthian envoys, while expressing their satisfaction with 
the vote just passed, intimated that the muster of these numerous 
contingents would occupy some time, and again insisted on the 
necessity of instant intervention, even with a small force; before 
the Olynthians could find time to get their plans actually in work 
or appreciated by the surrounding cities. A moderate Lacedre
monian force (they said), if despatched forthwith, would not only 

1 Xcn. Hellen. v, 2, 20. 'Ex: rovrov µ€vrot, rroAA.oZ µ'ev ~vv17y6pevov urpa
Ttli.v rrotelv, µal.tarn oe ol {3ovl.oµevot Aax:eoatµoviott xapi~eu-&at, etc. 

• Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 21, 22. 
Diodorus (xv, 31) mentions the fact that an hoplite was reckoned equiva

lent to two peltasts, in reference to a Lacedremonian muster-roll of a few 
years afterwards; but it must have been equally necessary to fix the pro
portion on the present occasion. 

3 	See Vol. V. Ch. xiv, p. 302 of this History. 

3* 
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keep those who had refused to join Olynthus, steady to their refu
sal, but also induce others, who had joined reluctantly, to revolt • 
.Accordingly the ephors appointed Eudamidas at once, assigning 
to him two thousand hoplites,-Neodamodes (or enfranchised 
Helots), Periceki, and Skiritm or Arcadian Lorderers. Such was 
the anxiety of the A1.'11nthians for haste, that they woulcl not let 
him delay even to get together the whole of this moclerate force. 
He was put in march immediately, with such as were ready; 
while his brother Phcebidas was left behind to collect the remainder 
and follow him. And it seems that the Akanthians judged cor
rectly. For Eudamidas, arriving in Thrace after a rapid march, 
though he was unable to contend against the Olynthians in the 
field, yet induced Potidma to revolt from them, and was able to 
defend those cities, such as Akanthus and Apollonia, which reso
lutely stood aloof.! Amyntas brought a force to cooperate with 
him. 

The delay in the march of Phcebidas was productive of conse
quences no less momentous than unexpected. The direct line 
from Peloponnesus to Olynthus lay through the Theban territory; 
a passage which the Thebans, whatever might have been their 
wishes, were not powerful enough to refuse, though they had con
tracted an alliance with Olynthus,9 and though proclamation was 
made that no Theban citizens should join the Laeedmmonian force. 
Eudamidas, having departed at a moment's notice, passed through 
Breotia without a halt, in his way to Thrace. But it was known 
that his brother Phrebidas was presently to follow; and upon this 
fact the philo-Laconian party in Thebes organized a conspiracy. 

They obtained from the ephors, and from the miso-Theban 
feelings of Agesilaus, secret orders to Phcebidas, that he should 
cooperate with them in any party movement which they might 
find opportunity of executing; 3 and when he halted with his 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 24; Diodor. xv, 21. 
• Xcn. Hellen. v, 2, 27-34. 
3 This is the statement of Dioclorus (xv, 20 ), and substantially that of Plu

tarch.( Agesil. c. 24), who intimates that it was the ;;cnernl belief of the time. 
And 1t appears to me much more probable than the representation of Xeno· 
phon-that the first idea arose when l'hmbidas was under the walls of Thebes, 
aucl that the Spa1ian leader was persuaded by Leontiades to act on his own 
responsibility. The behavior of Agcsilans and of the ephors nfter the fact, 
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detachment near the gymnasium a little way without the walls, 
they concerted matters as well with him as among themselves. 
Lcontiades, IIypates, and Archias, were the chiefs of the party in 
Thebes favorable to Sparta; a party decidedly in minority, yet 
still powerful, and at this moment so strengthened by the un
bounded ascendency of the Spartan name; that Leontiades him
self was one of the polemarchs of the city. Of the anti-Spartan, 
or predominant sentiment in Thebes, - which included most of 
the wealthy and active citizens, those who came successively into 
office as hipparchs or generals of the cavalry,! - the leaders were 
Ismenias and An<lrokleides. The former, especially, the foremost 
as well as ablest conductor of the late war against Sparta, was 
now in office as Polemarch, conjointly with his rh·al Leontiadcs. 

\Yhile Ismenias, detesting the Spartans, kept aloof from Phce
bidas, Leontiades assiduously courted him and gained his confi
dence. On the day of the Thesmophoria,2 a religious festival 

is like that of persons who had previously contemplated the possibility of it. 
But the original suggestion must have come from the Theban faction them
~~lv~s. 

1 Plutarch (De Gcnio Socrafo, c. 5, p. 578 B.) states that most of these gen
erals of cavalry (rwv irrrrap,p/Korwv voµi11wr) were afterwards in exile with 
Pelopidas at Athens. 

"\Ve have litrle or no information respecting the government of Thebes. 
It would seem to have hecn at this moment a liberalized oligarchy. There 
was a Senate, and two Polemarchs (perhaps the Polemarchs may have 
been more than two in all, thongh the words of Xenophon rather lead us to 
suppose only two) -and there seems also to have been a civil magistrate, 
chosen by lot (o~vaµwrar up;i:wv) and renewed annually, whose office was 
markecl by his constantly having in his possession the sacred spear of state 
(ril iepii11 clupv) and the city-seal (Plutarch, De Gen. Socr. c. 31. p. 59i-B. 
-C.). 

At this moment, it mnst he recollected, there were no such officers as Bmo
tarehs; since the Laccdremonians, enforcing the peace of Antalkidas, had 
put an end to the Bawtian fetleration. 

2 The rhctor .Aristcides (Or. xix, Eleusin. p. 452 Cant.; p. 419 Dind.) 
states that the K:ulmeia was seized during the Pythian festival. This festi
val would take place, July or August 382 n. c.; near the beginning of the 
third year of the (99th) Olympiad. Sec ahove in this History, Vol. VI. 
Ch. Ji,-, p. 455, note. Respecting the year and month in which the Pythian 
festival was hckl, there is a difference of opinion among commentators. 
agree with those who assign it to the first quarter of the third Olympic year. 
And the date of the march of l'hmbidas would perfectly harmonize with this 
supposition. 

I 
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celebrated by the women apart from the men, during which the 
acropolis or Kadmeia was consecrated to their exclusive use,
Phccbidas, affecting to have concluded his halt, put himself in 
march to proceed as if towards Thrace; seemingly rounding the 
wall:; of Thebes, but not going into it. The Senate was actually 
assembled. in the po1iico of the agora, and. the heat of a summer's 
noon had driven every one out·of the streets, when Leontia<les, 
stealing away from the Senate, hastened. on horseback to over
take Phccbi<las, caused. him to face about, and conducted the Lace
dremonians straight up to the Ka<lmeia; the gates of which, as 
well as those of the town, were opened by his or<ler as polemarch. 
There were not only no citizens in the streets, but none even in 
the Kadmeia ; no male person being permitted to be present at 
the feminine Thesmophoria; so that Phccbidas and his army be
came possessed of the Kadmeia without the smallest opposition. 
At the same time they became possessed of an acquisition of 
harclly less importance, - the persons of all the assembled The
ban women ; who served as hostages for the quiet submission, 

. however reluctant, of the citizens in the town below. Leontiadcs 
handed to Phrebidas the key of the gates, and then descended 
into the town, giving or<lcrs that no man should go up without his 
order.l 

The assembled Senate heard with consternation the occupation 
of the acropolis by Phrebid.as. Before any deliberation could be 
taken among the senators, Lcontiades came down to resume his 
scat. The lochages and armed citizens of his party, to whom he 
had. previously given ord.ers, stood close at harn]. "Senators (said 
he), be not intimid.ated by the news that the Spartans are in the 
Kadmeia ; for they assure us that they have no hostile purpose 
against any one who <loes not court war against them. But I, as po
lemarch, am empowered by law to seize any one whose behavior 
is manifestly and capitally criminal. Accordingly, I seize this 
man Ismenias, as the great inflamer of war. Come forward, cap
tains and sol(licrs, lay hold of him, and carry him off where your 
orders direct." Ismenias was accordingly seized and. hurried off 

Xenophon mentions nothing abont the Pythian festival as being in 
course of celebration when Phcrbiuas was encamped near Thebes; for it 
had no particular reference to Thebes. 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 28, 29. 

http:Phrebid.as
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as a prisoner to the Kadmeia; while the senators, thunderstruck 
and overawed, offered no resistance. Such of them as were par
tisans of the arrested polernarch, and many even of the more 
neutral members, left the Senate all!l went home, thankful to es
cape with their lives. Three hundred of them, including Andro
kleidas, Pelopidas, niellon, and others, sought safety by voluntary 
exile to Athens ; after which, the remainder of the Senate, now 
composed of few or none except philo-Spartan partisans, passed 
a vote formally dismissing Ismenias, and appointing a new pole
march in his place.1 

This blow of high-handed violence against Ismenias forms a 
worthy counterpart to the seizure of Theramenes by Kritias,2 
twenty-two years before, in the Senate of Athens under the 
Thirty. Terror-striking in itself, it was probably accompanied 
by similar deeds of force against others of the same party. The 
sudden explosion and complete success of the conspiracy, plotted 
by the Executive Chief himself, the most irresistible of all con
spiratoro:, - the presence of Phmbidas in the Kadmeia, and of a 
compliant Senate in the town, - the seizure or flight of Ismenias 
and all his leading partisans, - were more than sufficient to crush 
all spirit of resi:;tm1ce on the part of the citizens ; whose first 
anxiety probauly was, to extricate their wives and <laughters from 
the custody of the Lace<l<emonians in the Ka<lmeia. Having such 
a price to offer, Leontiades would extort submission the more 
easily, and would probauly procure a vote of the people ratifying 
the new regime, the Spartan alliance, and the continued occupation 
of the acropolis. Having accomplished the first settlement of his 
authority, he proceeded without delay to Sparta, to make known 
the fact that " order reigned " at Thebes. 

The news of the seizure of the Kadmeia and of the revolution 
at Thebes had been r~eived at Sparta with the greatest surprise, 
as well as with a mixed feeling of shame and satisfaction. Every
where throughout Greece, proLably, it excited a greater sensation 
than any event since the battle of .lEgospotami. Tried by the 
recognized public law of Greece, it was a flagitious iniquity, for 
which Sparta had not the shadow of a pretence. It was even 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 30, 31. 

9 Xen. Hellen. ii, 3. See above in this History, Vol. VIII. Ch. lxv.p.252. 
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worse than the surprise of Plataoa by the Thebans before the Pelo
ponnesian war, which admitted of the partial excuse that war was 
at any rate impending; whereas in this case, the Thebans had 
neither done nor threatened anything to violate the peace of An
talkidas. It stood condemned by the indignant sentiment of all 
Greece, unwillingly testified even by tne philo-Laconian Xenophonl 
himself. But it was at the same time an immcnRe accession to 
Spartan power. It had been achieved with preeminent skill and 
success; and Phccbidas might well claim to have struck for Sparta 
the most important blow since JEgospotami, relieving her from 
one of her two really formidable enemics.2 

Nevertheless, far from receiving thanks at Sparta, he became 
the object of wrath and condemnation, both with the ephors and 
the citizens generally. Every one was glad to throw upon him 
the odium of the proceeding, and to denounce him as having acted 
without orders. Even the ephors, who had secretly authorized 
him beforehand to cooperate generally with the faction at Thebes, 
having doubtless never given any specific instructions, now indig
nantly disavowed him. Agesilaus alone stood forward in his de
fence, contending that the only question was, whether his proceed
ing at Thebes had been injurious or beneficial to Sparta. If the 
former, he merited punishment; if the latter, it was always lawful 
to render service, even imprompt1t and without previous orders. 

Tried by this standard, the verdict was not doubtful. For 
every man at Sparta felt how advantageous the act was in it,elf; 
and felt it still more, when Leontiades reached the city, humble in 
solicitation as well as profuse in promise. In his speech addressed 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 1. 
2 It is cnrious that Xenophon, treating Phcebidas as a man more warm· 

hearted than wise, speaks of him as if he had 1endcred no real service to 
Sparta by the capture of the Ka<lmcia (v, 2, 28). The explanation of this 
is, that Xenophon wrote his history at a later period, after the defeat at 
Lcuktra and the downfall of Sparta; which downfall was brought about by 
the reaction against her ovenveening nnd oppressive dominion, especially 
after the capture of the Kadmeia,-or (in the pious creed of Xenophon) hy 
the displeasure of the gods, whieh such iniquity drew down upon her (v, 4, 
l ). In this way, therefore, it is made out that Phmbidas had not acted 
with true \Yisdom, and that he had done his country more harm than good; 
a criticism, which we may be sure that no man advanced, at the time of the 
capture itself, or during the three years after it. 
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to the assembled ephors and Senate, he first reminded them how 
hostile Thebes Lad hitherto been to them, under Ismenias and the 
party just put down, - and how constantly they had been in jeal
ous alarm, lest Thebes should reconstitute by force the Bccotian 
federation. "Now (added lie) your fears may be at an end; only 
take as good care to uphold our government, as we shall take to 
obey your orders. For the future, you will have nothing to do 
but to send us a short despatch, to get every service whieh you 
require.1 " It was resolved by the LacedIBmonians, at the instance 
of Agesilaus, to retain their garrison now in the Kadmeia, to up
hold Leontiadcs with his colleagues in the government of Thebes, 
and to put Ismenias upon his trial. Yet they at the same time, 
as a sort of atonement to the opinion of Greece, passed a vote of 
censure on Phccbidas, dismissed him from his command, and even 
condemned him to a fine. The fine, however, most probably was 
never exacted ; for we shall see by the conduct of Sphodrias after
wards that the displeasure against Phrebi<las, if at :first genuine, 
was certainly of no long continuance. 

That the Lacctlmmonians shoultl at the same time condemn 
Phrebidas and retain the Kadmeia - has been noted as ·a gross 
contradiction. Nevertheless, we ought not to forget, that had they 
evacuated the Kadmeia, the party of Leontiades at Thebes, which 
had compromised itself for Sparta as well as for its own aggran
dizement, woultl have been irretrievably sacrificed. The like ex
cuse, if excuse it be, cannot be urged in respect to their treatment 
of Ismenias; whom they put upon his trial at Thebes, before a 
court consisting of three Laceda:monian commissioners, and one 
from each allied city. He was accused, probably by Leontiades 
and his other enemies, of having entered into friendship and con

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 34. 
Kat vµelr ye (says Leontiadcs to the Lacedremonian ephors) TOTE µev ad 

'lrpoueixen TOV vovv, 'lrOTe UKOVl1ttr8e {3w;oµ£vovr aho1lr T~V BotwTiav vf 
avToir el vat. vvv o', hrel TUOe 7ri'lrpaKTat, ovol:v vµrir oel 871j3aiovr ¢of3eiu
ifat" ui\}! upKeuet vµlv µtKpa UICVTut,71, WC1Te {Keli'Jev 'lrUVTa 'lrpaTTeuifat, 
Ouwv U.v Oi'rja-&e - l:Ui1 , /:Jarrep f;µel' i:µWv, oVr!J Kat i 1µt1f hpWv, l;rtpi:Aqal9e. 

Xenophon mentions the displeasure of the ephors and the Spartans gene
rally against Phmbidas (xaii.eirwr l;rovmr Ti;J 4>01,3ir1{l) but not the fine, which 
is certified by Diodoms (xv, 20), by Plutarch (Pelopidas, c. 6, and De Ge
nio Socratis, p. 576 A), and Cornelius Nepos (Pelopid. c. I). 
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spiracy with the Persian king to the detriment of Greece,1 - of 
having partaken in the Persian fonds brought into Greece by 
Timokrates the Rhodian, - and of being the real author of that 
war which had disturbed Greece from 395 B. c. down to the peace 
of Antalkidas. After an unavailing defence, be was condemned 
und executed. Had this doom been inflicted upon him by his po
litical antagonists as a consequence of their intestine victory, it 
would have been too much in the analogy of Grecian pmiy-war
fare to call for any special remark. But there is something pecu
liarly revolting in the prostitution of judicial solemnity and Pan
hellenic pretence, which the Lacedremonians here committed. 
They could have no possible right to try Ismenias as a criminal at 
all ; still less to try him as a criminal on the charge of confederacy 
with the Persian king, - when they had themselves, only five 
years before, acted not merely as allies, but even as instruments, 
of that monarch, in enforcing the peace of Antalkidas. If Isme
nias had received money from one Persian satrap, the Spartan 
Antalkidas had profited in like manner by another, - and for the 
like purpose too of carrying on Grecian war. The real motive of 
the S1,artans was doubtless to revenge themselves upon this dis
tinguished Theban for having raised against them the war which 
began in 395 B. c. Ilut the mockery of justice by which that re
venge was masked, and the impudence of punishing in him as 
trca,,on that same foreign alliance with which they had o,;tenta
tiously identified themselves, lends a deeper enormity to the whole 
proceeding. 

Leontiades and his partisans were now established as rulers in 
Thebes, with a Lacedremonian garrison in the Kadmeia to sustain 
them and execute their orders. The once-haughty Thebes was 
enrolled as a member of Lacedremonian confederacy. Sparta 
was now enabled to prosecute her Olynthian expedition with re
douLled vigor. Eudamidas and Amyntas, though they repressed 
the growth of the Olynthian confederacy, had not been strong 
enough to put it down ; so that a larger force was necessary, and 
the aggregate of ten thousand men, which had been previously 
decreed, was put into instant requisition, to be commanded by 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 35; Plutarch, De Genio Socratis, p. 576 A. l'lntarch 
in another place (Pelopid. c. 5) represents Ismenias as having been con· 
veyed to Sparta and tried there. 
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Teleutias, brother of Agesilaus. The new general, a man of very 
popular manners, was soon on his march at the head of this large 
army, which compri:ied many Thelmn l10plites as well as horse
men, furni~hed by the new rulers in their unqualified devotion to 
Sparta. He sent forward envoys to Amyntas in )Iaccdunia, urg
ing upon him the most strenuous efiorts for the pm1)ose of recov
ering the J\Iacedonian cities which had joined the Olynthians,
and abo to Derdas, prince of the district of Upper J\Iaccdonia 
called Elimcia, inviting his cooperation against that insolent city, 
which would speedily extend her dominion (he contended) from 
the maritime region to the interior, unless she were put down.I 

Though the Lacedremonians were masters everywhere and had 
their hands free, - though Tcleutias was a competent officer with 
powe1ful forces, - and though Derdas joined with four hundred 
excellent J'\Iacedonian horse, - yet the conquest of Olynthus was 
found no easy enterprise.2 The Olynthian c~valry, in particular, 
was numerous aml efficient. Unable as they were to make head 
against Teleutias in the field or repress his advance, nevertheless 
in a desultory engagement which took place near the city gates, 
they defeated the Lacedremonian and Theban cavalry, threw even 
the infantry into confusion, and were on the point of gaining a 
complete victory, had not Derdas with his cavalry on the other 
wing, made a diversion which forced them to come ba<:k for the 
protection of the city. Teleutias, remaining master of the field, 
continued to ravage the Olynthian territory during the summer, 
for which, however, the Olynthians retaliated by frequent marau
ding expeditions against the cities in alliance with him.3 

In the ensuing spring, the Olynthians sustained various partial 
defeats, especially one near Apollonia, from Derdas. They were 
more and more confined to their walls; insomuch that Telcutias 
became confident and began to despise them. Under these dbpo

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 38. 
2 Demosthenes (De :Fa!s. Leg. c. 75, p. 425) speaks with proper commen

dation of the bra\'C resistance made by the Olynthians again>t the great 
force of Sparta. llut his expressions arc altogether misleading as to the 
tenor and result of the war. If we had no other information than his, we 
should he led to imagine that the Olynthians ha<l been victorious, and the 
Lace<l:cmonians baffled. 

3 :Xenoph. Hellen. v, 2, 40-43. 
VOL. x. 5oc. 
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sitions on his part, a body of Olynthian cavalry showed themselves 
one morning, passed the river near their city, and advanced in 
calm array towards the Lacedremonian camp. Indignant at such 
an appearance of daring, Tele'utias directed Tlcmonidas with the 
peltasts to disperse them; upon which the Olynthians slowly re
treated, while the peltasts rushed impatiently to pursue them, even 
when they recrossed the river. No sooner did the Olynthians see 
that half the peltasts had crossed it, than they suddenly turned, 
charged them vigorously, and put them to flight with the loss of 
their commander Tlemonidas and a hundred others. All this 
passed in sight of Telcutias, who completely lost his temper. 
Seizing his arms, he hurried forward to cover the fugitives with 
the hoplites around him, sending orders to all his troops, hoplitcs, 
peltasts, and horsemen, to advance also. But the Olynthians, 
again retreating, drew him on towards the city, with such incon
siderate forwardness, that many of his soldiers ascending the emi
nence on which the city was situated, rushed close up to the walls.l 
Here, however, they were received by a shower of missiles which 
forced them to recede in disorder; upon which the Olynthians 
again sallied forth, probably, from more than one gate at once, 
and charged them first with cavalry and peltasts, next with hop
lites. The Lacedremonians and their allies, disturbed and dis
tressed by the first, were unable to stand against the compact 
charge of the last ; Teleutias himself, fighting in the foremost 
ranks, was slain, and his death was a signal for the flight of all 
around. The whole besieging force dispersed and fled in different 
directions, - to Akantlms, to Spru'tulus, to Potidrea, to Apollonia. 
So vigorous and effective was the pursuit of the Olynthians, that 
the loss of the fugitives was immense. The whole army was in 
fact ruined; 2 for probably many of the allies who escaped became 
discouraged and went home. 

At another time, probably, a victory so decisive might have de
terred the Laceda~monians from farther proceedings, and saved 
Olynthus. But now, they were so completely masters everywhere 
else, that they thought only of repairing the dishonor by a still 

a Thucyd. i, G3 - with the Scholiast. 
2 Xcn. Hellen. v, 3, 4-6. rraµrrA~fht, um!Kretvav uv{)pwrrovr Kat UTL 7rtp 

oq>e"Ji.o, r;v TOVTOV TOV <ITparevµaTo,. 

Diodoms (xv, 21) states the loss at twelve hundred men. 
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more imposing demonstration. Their king Agesipolis was placed 
at the head of an expedition on the largest scale ; and his name 
called forth eager cooperation, both in men and money, from the 
allies. He marched with thirty Spartan counsellors, as Agesilaus 
had gone to Asia; besides a select body of energetic youth as 
volunteers, from the Perireki, from the illegitimate sons of Spar
tans, and from strangers or citizens who had lost their franchise 
through poverty, introduced as friends of richer Spartan citizens 
to go through the arduous Lykurgean training.I Amyntas and 
Derdas also were instigated to greater exertions than before, so 
that Agcsipolis was enabled, after receiving their reinforcements 
in his march through :Macedonia, to present himself before Olyn
thus with an overwhelming force, and to confine the citizens with
in their walls. He then completed the ravage of their territory, 
which had been begun by Teleutias; and even took Tor6ne by 
storm. But the extreme heat of the summer weather presently 
brought upon him a fever, which proved fatal in a week's time; 
although he had caused himself to be carried for repose to the 
shady grove, and clear waters, near the temple of Dionysus at 
Aphytis. His body was immersed in honey and transported to 
Sparta., where it was buried with the customary solemnities.I 

Polybiades, who succeeded Agesipolis in the command, prose
cuted the war with undiminished vigor; and the Olynthians, de
barred from their home produce as well as from importation, were 

I Xen. Hellen. v, 3, 9. IToAAOl ell: avr~i Kat TWV rreptolKUV lai:Aovrat KaAot 
K.uyaaot i/KOAo{n'Jovv, /Wt ;ivot TWV Tpo¢iµuv K.aAovµivuv, /Wt voaot TWV 
!.7raprtari:iv, µaAa eveuleii: TE Kai TWV lv rfi tro/,et KaAi:iv OUK {metpot. 

The phrase - ;tvot ri:iv rporpiµuv - is illustrated by a passage from l'hy
'Ja'rchus in Athen:£us, vi, p. 271 (referred to by Schneider in his note here). 
I have already stated that the political franchise of a Sparhm citizen de
pended upon his being able to furnish constantly his quota to the public 
mess-table. Many of the poor families became unable to do this, nnd thus 
lost their qualification and their training; but rich citizens sometimes paid 
their quota for them, and enabled them by such aid to continue their train
ing as ~vvrpo<;ioi, rpo<;i1110i, µoaaKE~, etc. as companions of their own sons. 
'l'he two sons of Xenophon were educated ut Sparta (Diog. Lacrt. ii, 54), 
and would thus be givot ri:iv rpo¢iµuv KaAovµivuv. If either of them was 
now old enough, he might probably have been one among the volunteers to 
accompany Agesipolis. 

2 Xen. Hellen, v, 3, 18 ; Pausan. iii, 5, 9. 
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speedily reduced to such straits as to be compelled to solicit peace. 
They were ouliged to break up their own federation, and to enrol 
themselves as sworn memuers of the Lacechemonian confederacy, 
with its obligations of service to Sparta.I The Olynthian union be
ing dissolved, the component Grecian cities were enrolled several
ly as allies of Sparta, while the maritime cities of Macedonia were 
deprived of their neighboring Grecian protector, and passed again 
under the dominion of Amyntas. 

Both the dissolution of this growing confederacy, and the recon
stitution of maritime l\Iacedonia, were signal misfortunes to the 
Grecian world. Never were the arms of Sparta more mischiev

. ously or more unwarrantably employed. That a powerful Grecian 
confederacy should be formed in the Chalkidic peninsula, in the bor
der region where Ilellas joined the non-Hellenic tribes, - was an 
incident ofsignal benefit to the Hellenic world generally. It would 
have served as a bulwark to Greece against the neighboring Mace
donians and Thracians, at whose expense its conquests, if it made 
any, would have been achieved. That Olynthus did not oppress 
her Grecian neighbors - that the principles of her confederacy 
were of the most equal, generous, and seducing character,- that she 
employed no greater compulsion than was requisite to surmount an 
unreflecting instinct of town-autonomy, - and that the very towns 
who obeyed this instinct would have become sensible themselves, 
in a very short time, of the benefits conferred by the confederacy 
on each and every one, - these are facts certified by the urgency 
of the reluctant Akanthians, when they entreat Sparta to leave no 
interval for the confederacy to make its workings felt. Nothing 
but the intervention of Sparta could have crushed this liberal and 
beneficent promise; nothing but the accident, that during the three 
years from 382 to 379 n. c., she was at the maximum of her power 
and had her hands quite free, with Thebes and its Kaclmeia under 
her garrison. Such prosperity did not long continue unabated. 
Only a few months after the submission of Olynthus, the Kadmeia 
was retaken by the Theban exiles, who raised so vigorous a war 
against Sparta, that she would have been disabled from meddling 
with Olynthus,-as we shall find illustrated by the fact (hereafter 
to be recounted), that she declined intcrferfug in Thessaly to pro

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 3, 26; Diodor. xv, 22, 23. 
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tect the Thessaliau cities against Jason of Pherre. Had the Olyn
thian confederacy been left to its natural working, it might well 
have united all the Hellenic cities around it in harmonious action, 
so as to keep the sea coast in possession of a confederacy of free 
and self-determining communities, confining the l\Iacedonian prin
ces to the interior. But Sparta threw in her extraneous force, 
alike irresistible and inauspicious, to defeat these tendencies ; and 
to frustrate that salutary change, - from fractional autonomy and 
isolated action into integral and equal autonomy with collective 
action, - which Olynthus was laboring to bring about. She gave 
the victory to Amyntas, and prepared the indispensable basis upon 
which his son Philip aftenvards rose, to reduce not only Olynthus, 
but Akanthus, Apollonia, and the major part of the Grecian 
world, to one common level of subjection. l\fany of those Akan
thians, who spurned the boon of equal partnership and free com
munion with Greeks and neighbors, lived to discover how impotent 
were their own separate walls as a bulwark against l\Iacedonian 
neighbors; and to see themselves confounded in that common ser
vitude which the imprudence of their fathers had entailed upon 
them. By the peace of Antalkidas, Sparta had surrendered the 
Asiatic Greeks to Persia; by crushing the Olynthian confederacy, 
she virtually surrendered the Thracian Greeks to the l\Iacedoniau 
princes. Never again did the opportunity occur of placing Hel
lenism on a firm, consolidated, and self-supporting basis, round the 
coast of the Thermaic Gulf. 

·while the Olynthian expedition was going on, the Lacedremo
nians were carrying on, under Agesilaus, another intervention 
within Peloponnesus, against the city of Phlius. It has already 
been mentioned that certain exiles of this city had recently been 
recalled, at the express command of Sparta. The ruling party 
in Ph!ius had at the same time passed a vote to restore the con
fiscated property of these exiles ; reimbursing out of the public 
treasury, to those who had purchased it, the price which they had 
paid, - and reserving all disputed points for judicial decision.I 
The returned exiles now again came to Sparta, to prefer complaint 
that they could obtain no just restitution of their property; that 
the tribunals of the city were in the hands of their opponents, 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 10. 
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many of them directly interested as purchasers, who refused them 
the right of appealing to any extraneous and impartial authority ; 
and that there were even in the city itself many who thought them 
wronged. Such allegations were, probably, more or less founded 
in truth. At the same time, the appeal to Sparta, abrogating the 
independence of Phlius, so incensed the ruling Phliasians that 
they passed a sentence of fine against all the appellants. Ther 
latter insisted on this sentence as a fresh count for strengthening 
their complaints at Sparta; and as a farther proof of anti-Spartan 
feeling, as well as of high-handed injustice, in the Phliasiau rulers.I 
Their cause was warmly espoused by Agesilaus, who had personal 
relations of hospitality with some of the exiles; while it appears 
that his colleague, King Agesipolis, was on good terms with the 
ruling party at Phlius, - had received from them zealous aid, 
both in men and money, for his Olynthian expedition, - and had 
publicly thanked them for their devotion to Sparta.2 The Phlia
sian governnient, emboldened by the proclaimed testimonial of 
Agesipolis, certifying their fidelity, had fancied that they stood 
upon firm ground, and that no Spartan coercion would be enforced 
against them. But the marked favor of Agesipolis, now absent 
in Thrace, told rather against them in the mind of Agesilaus ; 
pursuant to that jealousy which usually prevailed between the 
two Spartan kings. In spite of much remonstrance at Sparta, 
from mm1y who deprecated hostilities against a city of five thou
sand citiz.ens, for the profit of a handful of exiles, - he not only 
seconded the proclamation of war against Phlius by the ephors, 
but also took the command of the army.3 

The army being mustered, and the border sacrifices favorable, 
Agesilaus marched with his usual rapidity towards Phlius; dis
missing those Phliasian envoys, who met him on the road and 
bribed or entreated him to desist, with the harsh reply that the 
government had already deceived Sparta once, and that he would 
be satisfied with nothing less than the surrender of the acropolis. 
This being refused, he marched to the city, and blocked it up by 
a wall of circumvallation. The besieged defended themselves 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 3, 1O, 11. 
2 Xen. Hellen. v, 3, 10. fj <P:Ataalc.iv 1!'o/,tr, b:atveSeZaa µ'i:v V1l'O roii 'Ay11· 

amo::ltoo~, art 1l'OAAd Kat ra;reCJ~ avr<;i ;rp~µara l r r~v arpartdv lOoaav, etc. 
8 Xen. Hellen. v, 3, 12, 13; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 24; Diodor. xv, 20. 

http:P:Ataalc.iv
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with resolute bravery and endurance, under a citizen named Del
phion; who, with a select troop of three hundred, maintained con
stant guard at every point, and even annoyed the besiegers by 
frequent sallies. Ily public decree, every citizen was put upon 
half-allowance of bread, so that the siege was prolonged to double 
the time which Agesilaus, from the information of the exiles as to 
the existing stock of provisions, had supposed to be possible. 
Gradually, however, famine made itself felt; desertions from 
within increased, among those who were favorable, or not decidedly 
averse, to the exiles; desertions, which Agesilaus took care to en
courage by an ample supply of food, and by enrolment as Phlia
sian emigrants on the Spartan side. At length, after about a 
year's blockade, I the provisions within were exhausted, so that the 
besieged were forced to entreat permission from Agesilaus to des
patch envoys to Sparta and beg for terms. Agesilaus granted 
their request. Ilut being at the same time indignant that they 
submitted to Sparta rather than to him, he sent to ask the ephors 
that the terms might be referred to his dictation. Meanwhile he 
redoubled his watch over the city; in spite of which, Delph.ion, 
with one of his most active subordinates, contrived to escape at 
this last hour. Phlius was now compelled to surrender at discre
tion to Agesilaus, who named a Council of One Hundred (half 
from the exiles, half from those within the city) vested with abso
lute powers of life and death over all the citizens, and authorized 
to frame a constitution for the future government of the city. 
Until this should be done, he left a garrison in the acropolis, with 
assured pay for six months.2 

Had Agesipolis been alive, perhaps the Phliasians might have 
obtained better terms. How the omnipotent Hekatontarchy named 
by the partisan feelings of Agesilaus,3 conducted themselves, we 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 3, 25. 
Kat TU µev 7rEpt <PA.wiivTa OVTW( av l'TrenTiAecrTO tv OKTW µ17crt Kat tvtaVT9. 
This general expression "the matters relative to Phlius," comprises not 

merely the blockade, but the preliminary treatment and complaints of the 
Phliasian exiles. One year, therefore, will be as much as we can allow for 
the bloPkade,-perhaps more than we ought to allow. 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 3, 17-26. 
• The panegyrist of Agesilaus finds little to commend in these Phliasian 

proceedings, except the <fitA.eratpeia or partisan-attachment of his hero 
(Xenoph . .Agesil. ii, 21 ). 
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do not know. But the presumptions are all unfavorable, seeing 
that their situation as well as their power was analogous to that 
of the Thirty at .Athens and the Lysandrian Dekarchies else
where. 

The surrender of Olynthus to Polybiades, and of Phlius to 
.Agesilaus, seem to have taken place nearly at the same time. 

CHAPTER LXXVII. 

FRO:'lf THE SUBJUGATION OF OLYNTHUS BY THE LACED.<EMO
KIAXS DOWN TO THE CONGRESS AT SPARTA, AND PARTIAL 
PEACE, IN 371 B. C • 

.AT the beginning of 379 B. c., the empire of the Lacedremo
nians on land had reached a pitch never before paralleled. On 
the sea, their fleet was but moderately powerful, and they seem to 
have held divided empire with .Athens over the smaller islands; 
while the larger islands (so far as we can make out) were inde
pendent of both. But the whole of inland Greece, both within 
and without Peloponnesus, - except Argos, Attica, and perhaps 
the more powerful Thessalian cities, - was now enrolled in the 
confederacy dependent on Sparta. Her occupation of Thebes, by 
a Spartan garrison and an oligarchy of local partisans, appeared 
to place her empire beyond all chance of successful attack; while 
the victorious close of the war against Olynthus carried every
where an intimidating sense of her far-reaching power. Iler al
lies, too, - governed as they were in many cases by Spartan har
mosts, and by oligarchies whose power rested on Sparta, - were 
much more dependent upon her than they had been during the 
time of the Peloponnesian war. 

Such a position of affairs rendered Sparta an object of the same 
mingled fear and hatred (the first preponderant) as had been felt 
towards imperial Athens fifty years before, when she was desig
nated as the "despot city.1 " .And this sentiment was farther 

1 Thucyd. i, 124. 7roli.iv rvpavvov. 

http:7roli.iv
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aggravated by the recent peace of Antalkidas, in every sense the 
work of Sparta ; which she had first procured, and afterwanls 
carried into execution. That peace was disgraceful enough, as 
being dictated by the king of Persia, enforced in his name, and 
surrendering to him all the Asiatic Greeks. But it became yet 
more disgraceful when the universal autonomy which it promised 
was seen to be so executed, as to mean nothing better than sub
jection to Sparta. Of all the acts yet committed by Sparta, not 
only in perversion of the autonomy promised to every city, but in 
violation of all the acknowledged canons of right dealing between 
city and city, - the most flagrant was, her recent seizure and oc
cupation of the Kadmeia at Thebes. Iler subversion (in alliance 
with, and partly for the benefit of, Amyntas king of l\Iacedonia) 
of the free Olynthian confederacy was hardly less offensive to 
every Greek of large or Pan-hellenic patriotism. She appeared 
as the confederate of the Persian king on one side, of Amyntas 
the l\Iaccdonian, on another, of the Syracusan despot Dionysius 
on a third, - as betraying the independence of Greece to the 
foreigner, and seeking to put down, everywhere within it, that free 
spirit which stood in the way of her own harmosts and partisan 
oligarchies. 

Unpopular as Sparta was, however, she stood out incontestably 
as the head of Greece. No man dared to call into question her 
headship, or to provoke resistance against it. The tone of patri
otic and free-Rpoken Greeks at this moment is manifested in two 
eminerit residents at Athens,-Lysias and Isokrates. Of these 
two rhetors, the former composed an oration which he publicly 
read at Olympia during the celebration of the 99th Olympiad, B. 

c. 384, three years after the peace of Antalkidas. In this oration 
(of which unhappily only a fragment remains, preserved by Dio
nysius of Ilalikarnassus), Lysias raises the cry of danger to 
Greece, partly from the Persian king, partly from the despot Dio
nysius of Syracuse.I Ile calls upon all Greeks to lay aside hos

1 Lysias, Frag. Ornt. xxxiii, (Olympic.) ed. Bekker ap. Dionys. HaL Ju
die. de Lysi<\, p. 520-525, Reisk . 

• • • • 'Opwv OVT<J!,' alcrxpwr Otauiµiv11v T~V 'EA.A.aoa, Kat 71'0AAU µ'tv avTi" 
OVTll {nro T<i• f3ap,3{![l\J, iroV,ur (!£ 7l'O~,£tr {17riJ rvpai•vwv uvacrTarovr yevi:v11
µfrar. 

• • . • 'Opwµrv 1iip Tvv' KlV<lv;•vvr Kat µryU.A.ovr iwl '1l'avrU:xoi'h11 '1l'lipt<crT1JKO

VOL. x. 4 
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tility and jealousies one with the other, and to unite in making 
head against these two really formidable enemies, as their ances
tors had previously done, with equal zeal for putting down despots 
and for repelling the foreigner. He notes the number of Greeks 
(in Asia) handed over to the Persian king, whose great wealth 
would enable him to hire an indefinite number of Grecian soldiers, 
and whose naval force was superior to anything which the Greeks 
could muster; while the strongest naval force in Greece was that 
of the Syracusan Dionysius. Hecognizing the Lacedremonians_as 
chiefs of Greece, Lysias expresses his astonishment that they 
should quietly permit the fire to extend itself from one city to an
other. They ought to look upon the misfortunes of those cities 
which had been destroyed, both by the Persians and by Dionysius, 
as coming home to themselves; not to wait patiently, until the 
two hostile powers had united their forces to attack the centre of 
Greece, which yet remained independent. 

-rar. 'Erriuraatte oe, OTL iJ µev ap:d TWV KparOVVT/,JV ri;r tta?.uaaTJr, TWV oe 
XPTJµ,ar(,)v (Jaat?.evr raµiar · -rc'l oe r i:i v 'E?.?. 11 v (,) v awµ a r a, r w v o a 
7ravaattat ovvaµivf,JV" vaiir Oe 7rOAAur avrilr KlKTTJTat, rroAAar o' o 
-rvpavvor ri/r };tKe!.iar ••.••• 

• • • "{lrrrr u;wv - TOV( rrpoyovovr µtµeiattat, o[ rovr µev {Jap{Japovr i1l"OlTJ• 
uav, ri/r a?.i'.orpiar lrrd}vµovvrar, r~r aq,eri:par avri:iv l:arepi/attat. rovr oe 
-rvpuvvovr ige?.uaavrrr, KOtri';v urraat ri';v l?.evttepiav KarfoTTJ<1av. Oavµu(w 
oe Aauoaiµoviovr rriiv•(,)V µu!.tara, rivt rrore yvwµy xpwµevot, "at oµiv T/ v 
-r i'; v 'E?. ;\a o a rr e pt op i:i at v, i/yeµ6ver ovrer ri:iv 'E!.?.ilv(,)v, etc . 

• • . .Ov roivvv olrriwv Kaipor rov rrapovror {Je/.rfov· ov yup al.!.orpiar oeZ 
-rar ri:iv arro?,w?.6rnv avµrpopar voµi(etv, al.A' olKeiar· ova' avaµeivat, [/,Jr UV 
irr' avrovr i/µur al ovvuµeir aµ <Po rip(,) v (of Artaxerxes and Dionysius) 
EAtf(,)<1lV, al.I.' l:wr frt t;ecrt, ri';v TOVT/,JV vf3ptv Kc.JAV<1at. 

Ephorus appears to have affirmed that there was a plan concerted be
tween the Persian king and Dionysius, for attacking Greece in concert and 
dividing it between them (see Ephori Fragm. 141, ed. Didot). The asser
tion is made by the rhetor Aristcides, and the allusion to Ephorus is here 
preserved by the Scholiast on Aristeides (who, however, is mistaken, in re
ferring it to Dionysius the younger). Aristeidcs ascribes the frustration of 
this attack to the valor of two Athenian generals, Iphikrates, and Timo
theus; the former of whom captured the fleet of Dionysius, while the latter 
defeated the Lacedmmonian fleet at Leukas. But these events happened 
in 373-3i2 B. c., when the power of Dionysius was not so formidable or 
aggressive as it had been between 387-382 B. c.; moreover, the ships of 
Dionysins taken by Iphikrates were only ten in number, a small squadron. 
Aristeides appears to me to have misconceived the date to which the asser
tion of Ephorus really referred. 
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Of the two common enemies, -Artaxerxes and Dionysius, 
whom Lysias thus denounces, the latter had sent to this very 
Olympic festival a splendid Theory, or legation to offer solemn 
sacrifice in his name ; together with several chariots to contend in 
the race, and some excellent rhapsodes to recite poems composed 
by himself. The Syracusan legation, headed by Thearides, bro
ther of Dionysius, were clothed with rich vestments, and lo<lged 
in a tent of extraordinary magnificence, decorated with gold and 
purple ; such, probably, as had not been seen since the ostentatious 
display made by Alkibiades I in the ninetieth Olympiad (B. c. 
420). While instigating the spectators present to exert them
selves as Greeks for the liberation of their fellow-Greeks enslaved 
by Dionysius, Lysias exhorted them to begin forthwith their hos
tile demonstration against the latter, by plundering the splendid 
tent before them, which insulted the sacred plain of Olympia with 
the spectacle of wealth extorted from Grecian sufferers. It ap
pears that this exhortation was partially, but only partially, acted 
upon.2 Some persons assailed the tents, but were, probably, re

1 See Pseudo-Andokides cont. Alkibiad. s. 30; and Vol. VII. of this His
tory, Ch. Iv, p. 53. 

• Dionys. Hal. Judie. de Lysi<I, p. 519; Diodor. xiv, 109. wan nva, TOA· 
µ~aai oiaptrul;etv TU' aK11v&,. 

Dionysins docs not specify the date of this oration of Lysii1s; bnt Diodo
rus places it at Olympiad 98 - n. c. 388- the year before the peace of An
talkidas. On this point I venture to depart from him, and assign it to 
Olympiad 99, or 384 n. c., three years after the peace ; the rather as his 
Olympic chronology appears not clear, as may be seen by comparing xv, 7 
with xiv, 109. 

I. The year 388 n. c. was a year of war, in which Sparta with her allies 
on one side,-and Thebes, .Athens, Corinth, and Argos on the other,
were carrying on strenuous hostilities. The war woukl hinder the four last
mcntioned states from sending any public legation to sacrifice at the Olym
pic festival. Lysias, as an Athenian mctic, could hardly have gone there at 
all; but he certainly could not have gone there to make a public and bold 
oratorical demonstration. 

2. The language of Lysias implies that the speech was delivered afler the 
cession of the Asiatic Greeks to Persia,-bpwv trot.Ad µ'i:v avr~, ('E;J..:liioor) 
ovra vtro Ti;J Bap/3ap<,J, etc. This is quite pertinent after the peace of An
talkidas ; but not at all admissible before that peace. The same may be 
said about the phrase, - ov yup uAAoTpia, &l Tur TWV U1rOAc.>AoTc.>V avµq,o
pa, voµi(uv, uA-7.' olKeiar; which must be referred to the recent subjection 
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strained by the Eleian superintendents without diliiculty. Y ct 
the incident, taken in conjunction with the speech of Lysias, helps 
us to understand the apprehensions and sympathies which agitated 
the Olympic crowd in B. c. 384. This was the first Olympic fes
tival after the peace of Antalki<las; a fe5tival memoraLle, not only 
Lecause it again Lrought thither Athenian;;, Bccotians, Corinthians, 
and Argeians, who must have been prevented by the preceding 
war from coming either in B. c. 388 or in B. c. 3!l2, - but abo as 
it exhibitetl. the visitors and Theories from the Asiatic Greeks, for 
the first time since they had been handed over by Sparta to the 
Persians, -and the like also from those numerous Italians and 
Sicilian Greeks whom Dionysius had enslaved. All these suffer
ers, especially the Asiatics, would doubtless be foll of complaints 
respecting the hardships of their new lot, and against Sparta as 
having betrayed them; complaints, which would call forth genuine 
sympathy in the Athenians, Thebans, and all others who had sub
mitted reluctantly to the peace of Antalkidas. There was thus a 
large body of sentiment prepared to respond to the declamations 
of Lysias. And many a Grecian patriot, who would be ashamed 
to lay hands on the Syracusan tents or envoys, would yet yield a 
mournful assent to the orator's remark, that the free Grecian 
world was on fire I at Loth sides ; that Asiatics, Italians, and Sicil
ians, had already passed into the hands of Artaxerxes and Diony
sius; and that, if these two formidable enemies should coalesce, 
the liberties even of central Greece would be in great danger. 

It is easy to see how much such feeling of grief and shame would 

of the Asiatic Greeks by Persia, and of the Italian and Sicilian Greeks by 
Dionysius. 

3. In 388 B. c. - when Athens and so large a portion of the greater cities 
of Greece were at war with Sparta, and therefore contesting her headship, 
- Lysias would hardly have puhlidy talked of the Spartans as heµover 
TWV 'E?,?.~vwv, OVK uOiKwf, Kat Ota riiv lµrpvrov uperiiv 1wl Ota rijv Trpur TOV 

Tro?ceµov lmr;r~µr;v. This remark is made also by Sievers ( Geschich. 
Griech. Lis zur Schlacht von l\fantinca, p. 138). Nor would he have de· 
claimed so ardently against the Persian king, at a time when Athens was 
still not despairing of l'crsian aid against Sparta. 

On these grounds (as well as on others 'Y_hich I shall state when I recount 
the history of Dionysius), it appears to me that this onttion of Lysias is 
unsuitable to B. c. 388 - but perfectly suitable to 384 B. c. 

1 Lysias, Orat. Olymp. Frag. Kawµivr;v tjv 'Ei1.i1.aoa Trepwpi:iatv, etc. 
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tend to raise antipathy against Sparta. Lysias, in that portion of 
his speech which we possess, disguises his censure against her un
der the forms of surprise. But Isokrates, who composed an analo
gous discourse four years afterwards (which may perhaps have 
been read at the next Olympic festival ofn. c. 380), speaks out more 
plainly. He denounces the Lacedremonians as traitors to the gen
eral security and freedom of Greece, and as seconding foreign kings 
as well as Grecian despots to aggrandize themselves at the cost of 
autonomous Grecian cities, - all in the interest of their own self
ish ambition. No wonder (he says) that the free and self-acting 
Hellenic world was every day becoming contracted into a narrower 
space, when the presi<ling city Sparta assisted Artaxerxes, Amyn
tas, and Dionysius to absorb it, - an<l herself undertook unjust 
aggressions against Thebes, Olynthus, Phlius, and Mantinea.1 

The preceding citations, from Lysias and Isokrates, would be 
sufficient to show the measure which intelligent contemporaries took, 
both of the state of Greece and of the conduct of Sparta, during 
the eight years succeeding the peace of Antalkidas (387-379 n.c.). 
But the philo-Laconian Xenophon is still more emphatic in his 
condemnation of Sparta. Having described her triumphant and 
seemingly unassailable position after the subjugation of Olynthus 
and Phlius, he proceeds to say,2-" I could pro<luce numerous oth

1Isokrates, Or. iv, (Panegyr.) s. 145, 146: compare his Orat. viii, (De 
Pace) s. 122; and Diodor. xv, 23. 

Dionysius of Syracuse had sent twenty triremes to join the Lacedremo
nians at the Hellespont, a few months before the peace of Antalkidas (Xen
ophon, Hellen. v, 1, 26 ) . 

• Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 1. IloAAiJ. µev ovv UV Tl> txo1 /Wl u.Ua Aiyetv, Ka~ 
'E/,A17VtKi!. Kat (Jap;JaptKa, °''{ho£ oiire TWV U(jtpOVVT/,JV ovre TWV UVQ(jla 'lrOl
OVVT/,JV uµdov(jt. viiv ye µ»v lcif(,) Ta 7rpOKeiµeva. Aa1wJa1µ6vwi TE yi!.p, ol 
bµ6(javrer GVTOVO/LOV> fU(jt/V Tit> 7rol.e1r, T~V lv 8~(3a1r UKp07rOl.tV KUTa(j;J:OV· 
rer, {m' abrwv µ6vov TWV 1L<itK71{}ivT/,JV lKoAa(j{}'f/{jav, 1r(JWTOV ova' i'f lviJr TWV 
1rW1r0Tt uv{}pii7r(,)V Kpar71{}ivrer. ToDr re TWV 1rOAlTWV efoayayovTar fir T»v 
UK(J01rOAlV a.vroiJr, Kai {Jovl.ri{}ivTar Aa1wJa1µovio1r Tl/V 7r0.A.tv OOVAtVtlV, {;;(jre 
av rot rvpavveiv. • . • • • •T~V TOVTO!V apx}1v lTrTU µovov TWV rpvyovT/,JV f;pKt(jUV 
KGTaAii(jal. 

This passage is properly characterized by Dr. Peter (in his Commentatio 
Critica in Xenophontis IIellcnica, Hall. 1837, p. 82) as the turning-point in 
the history: 

"Hoc igitur in loco quasi editiorc ope1~s sui Xenophon subsistit, atque 
uno in conspectu Spartanos, ct ad sure fclicitatis fastigium ascendere videt, 

http:7r0.A.tv
http:UKp07rOl.tV
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er incidents, both in and out of Greece, to prove that the gods take 
careful note of impious men and ofevil-doers; but the events which 
I am now about to relate are quite sufficient. The Lacedmmoni
ans, who had sworn to leave each city autonomous, having violated 
their oaths by seizing the citadel of Thebes, were punished by the 
very men whom they had wronged, - though no one on earth had 
ever before triumphed over them. And the Theban faction who 
had introduced them into the citadel, with the deliberate purpose 
that their city should be enslaved to Sparta in order that they might 
rule despotically themselves, - were put down by no more than 
seven assailants, among the exiles whom they had banished." 

What must have been the hatred, and sense of abused ascen
dency, entertained towards Sparta by neutral or unfriendly 
Greeks, when Xenophon, alike conspicuous for his partiality to 
her and for his dislike of Thebes, could employ these decisive· 
words in ushering in the coming phase of Spartan humiliation, 
representing it as a well-merited judgment from the gods? The 
sentence which I have just translated marks, in the commonplace 
manner of the Xenophontic Hellenica, the same moment of pointed 
contrast and transition, - past glory suddenly and unexpectedly 
darkened by supervening misfortune, - which is foreshadowed in 
the narrative of Thucydides by the dialogue between the Athe
nian envoys and the l\Ielian 1 council ; or in the CEdipus and An
tigone of Sophokles,2 by the warnings of the prophet Teiresias. 

The government of Thebes had now' been for three years 
(since the blow struck by Phoobidas) in the hands of Leontiades 
and his oligarchical partisans, upheld by the Spartan garrison in 
the Kadmeia. Respecting the details of its proceedings we hav,e 
scarce any information. 'Ve can only (as above remarked) judge 
of it by the analogy of the Thirty tyrants at Athens, and of the 
Lysandrian Dekarchies, to which it was exactly similar in origin, 
position, and interests. That the general spirit of it must have 
been cruel, oppressive, and rapacious, - we cannot doubt; though 
in what degree we have no means of knowing. The appetites 

et rursus ab eo dclulii : tanta autem divinre justitire conscientia tangitnr in 
hac Spartunorum fortuml conspicure, ut vix suum judicium, quanquam id 
solet facere, suppresserit." 

1 See Vol. VII. of this History, -the close of Chapter lvi. 
• Soph. <Edip. Tyr. 450; Antigon. 1066. 
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of uncontrolled rulers, as well as those of a large foreign garrison, 
would ensure such a result; besides which, those rulers must 
have been in constant fear of risings or conspiracies amidst a body 
of l1igh-spirited citizens who saw their city degraded, from being 
the chief of the Ilreotian federation, into nothing better than a 
captive dependency of Sparta. Such fear was aggravated by the 
vicinity of a numerous body of Theban exiles, belonging to the 
opposite or anti-Spartan party; three or four hundred of whom 
had fled to Athens at the first seizure of their leader Ismenias, 
and had been doubtless joined subsequently by others. So strong
ly did the Theban rulers apprehend mischief from these exiles, 
that they hired assassins to take them off by private murder at 
Athens ; and actually succeeded in thus killing Androkleidas, 
chief of the band and chief successor of the deceased Ismenias, 
-though they missed their blows at the rest.I And we may be 
sure that they made the prison in Thebes subservient to multi
plied enormities and executions, when we read not only that one 
hundred and fifty prisoners were found in it when the government 
was put down/l but also that in the fervor of that revolutionary 
movement, the slain gaoler was an object of such fierce antipathy, 
that his corpse was trodden and spit upon by a crowd of Theban 
women.3 In Thebes, as in other Grecian cities, the women not 
only took no part in political disputes, but rarely even showed 

·themselves in public; 4 so that this furious demonstration of vin

1 Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. 6 : compare Plutarch, De Gen. Socr. c. 29, p. 
596 B. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. v, 4, 14. 
, 

3 Plutarch, De Gen. Socr. c. 33, p. 5 98 B, C. t,l trnt µefJ' 1/µf:pav errevf:/371· 
aav Kat rrpocrf:rrn:aav OVK b/,i-yat -yvvai1<ef.', 

Among the prisoners was a distinguished Theban of the democratic par
ty, named Amphitheus. He was about to be shortly executed, and the 
conspirators, personally attached to him, seem to have accelerated the hour 
of their plot partly to preserve his life (Plutarch, De Gen. Socrat. p. 577 D. 
p. 586 F.). 

4 The language of r!utarch (De Gen. Socrat. c. 33, p. 598 C.) is illus· 
trated by the description given in the liarangue of Lykurgus cont. Leokrat. 
(c. xi, s. 40) - of the universal alann prevalent in Athens after the battle 
of Chroroneia, such that eveu the women could not stay in their houses
avafiw> avrwv Kai rijr 'lrOAeCJr opwµf:va>, etc. Compare also the worus of 
Makaria, in the IIerakleidm of Euripides, 475; and Diodor. xiii, 55, in his 
description of the capture of Selinus in Sicily. 
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dictive sentiment must have been generated by the loss or mal
treatment of sons, husbands, and brothers. 

The Theban exiles found at Athens not only secure shelter, 
but genuine sympathy with their complaints against Lacedremo
nian injustice. The generous countenance which had been shown 
by the Thebans, twenty-four years before, to Tlu·asybulus and the 
other Athenian refugees, during the omnipotence of the Thirty, 
was now gratefully requited under this reversal of fortune to both 
cities; l and requited too in defiance of the menaces of Sparta, 
who demanded that t~ exiles should be expelled, - as she had 
in the earlier occasion demanded that the Athenian refugees 
should be dismissed from Thebes. To protect these Theban ex
iles, however, was all that Athens could do. Their restoration 
was a task beyond her power, - and seemingly yet more beyond 
their own. For the existing government of Thebes was firmly 
seated, aml had the citizens completely under control. Adminis
tered by a small faction, Archias, Philippus, IIypates, and Leon
tiades (among whom the first two were at this moment polenmrchs, 
though the last was the most energetic and resolute - it was at 
the same time sustained by the large garrison of fifteen hundred 
Laceda;monians and allie~,2 under Lysauoridas and two other har
mosts, in the Kadmcia, - as well as by the Lacedremonian posts 
in the other Bceotian cities :wound, - Orchomenus, Thespim, l'la.
trea, Tanagra, etc. Though the general body of Theban senti- · 

1 PlutarC'h, Pclopidas, c. 6. 
See this sentiment of grntitnfle on the part of Athenian democrats, t<>

wards those Thebans who had sheltered them at Thclics during the exile 
along with Thrasylmlus, - strikingly brought out in an oration of Lysias, 
of which unfortunately only a fragment remains (Lysia:;, :Frag. 46, 47, 
Bckk.; Dionys. Hal. Jmlic. de Isreo, p. 594). The speaker of this oration 
had been received at Thebes by Kephisodotus the father of Phcrcuikns; the 
latter was now in exile at Athens; and the speaker had not only welcomed 
him (Phercnikus) to his house with brotherly affection, but aJ.,o delivcml 
this oration on his behalf before the Dikastcry; Pherenikus ha,-ing rightful 
claims on the property left behind by the assassinatcu Amlroklcidas. 

• Diouor. xv, 25; l'lutnrch, I'elopi<las, c. 12; Plutarch, De Gen. Socr. c. 
17, p. 586 E. 

In another passage of this treatise (the last sentence but one) he sets 
down the numbers in the Kadmci:t at five thousand ; hut the smaller num
ber is most likely to be tnie. 
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ment in the city was decidedly adverse to the government, and 
though the young men while exercising in the pala)stra (gymnas
tic exercises being more strenuously prosecuted at Thebes than 
anywhere else except at Sparta) kept up by private cominunica
tion the ardor of an earnest, but compressed, patriotism, -yet all 
manifestation or assemblage was forcibly kept down, and the com
manding posts of the lower town, as well as the citadel, were held 
in vigilant occupation by the ruling minority.I 

For a certain time the Theban exiles at Athens waited in hopes 
of some rising at home, or some positive aid from the Athenians. 
At length, in the third winter after their flight, they began to des
pair of encouragement from either quarter, and resolved to take 
the initiative upon themselves. Among them were numbered 
several men of the richest and highest families at Thebes, proprie
tors of chariots, jockeys, and training establishments, for contend
ing at the various festivals: Pelopidas, l\Iellon, Damokleidas, 
Theopompus, Pherenikus, and others.2 

Of these the most forward in originating aggressive measures, 
though almost the youngest, was Pelopidas ; whose daring and 
self-devotion, in an enterprise which seemed utterly desperate, 
soon communicated itself to a handful of his comrades. The 
exiles, keeping up constant private correspondence with their 
friends in Thebes, felt assured of the sympathy of the citizens 
generally, if they could once strike a blow. Yet nothing less 
would be sufficient than the destruction of the four rulers, Leonti
ades and his colleagues, -nor would any one within the city devote 
himself to so hopeless a danger. It was this conspiracy which 
Pelopidas, l\Iellon, and five or ten other exiles (the entire band is 
differently numbered, by some as seven, by others, twelve3) un

1 Plutarch, De Gen. Socr. c. 4, p. 5ii R; c. 17, p. 587 Il; c. 25, p. 594 C.; 
c. 27, p. 595 A. 

2 Plutarch, Pclopidas, c. 7, 8. 
Plutarch, De Gen. Socr. c. 17, p. 587 D. Tliv MiV,<.Jvo~ apµaTT/AaTliv 

l:n:u1ran1>. ••••• T Ap' ov XM<i<.Jva /.,{)"et~, Tov KEAT/rt Tu 'Hpaia vtKlivra n:e
pvatv; 

3 Xenophon says seven (Hellen. v, 4, I, 2); Plutarch 11nd Cornelius Nepos 
say twdve (Plutarch, De Gen. Socr. c. 2, p. 576 C.; Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. 
8-13; Corne!. Nepos, Pclopidas, c. 2). 

It is remarkable that Xenophon never mentions the name of Pelopidas in 
this conspiracy; nor indeed (with one exception) throughout his :tJellenica. 

VOL. X, 4* 6oc. 
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dertook to execute. 1\Iany of their friends in Thebes came in as 
auxiliaries to them, who would not have embarked in the design 
as primary actors. Of all auxiliaries, the most effective and in
dispensable was Phyllidas, the secretary of the polemarchs ; next 
to him, Charon, an eminent and earnest patriot. Phyllidas, hav
ing been despatched to Athens on official business, entered into 
secret conference with the conspirators, concerted with them the 
day for their coming to Thebes, and even engaged to provide for 
them access to the persons of the polemarchs. Charon not only 
promsied them concealment in his house, from their first coming 
within the gates until the moment of striking their blow should 
have arrived, - but also entered his name to share in the armed 
attack. Nevertheless, in spite of such partial encouragements, 
the plan still appeared desperate to many who wi~hed heartily for 
its success. Epaminondas, for example, - who now for the first 
time comes before us, - resident at Thebes, and not merely sym
pathizing with the political views of Pelopidas, but also bound to 
him by intimate friendship,- dissuaded others from the attempt, 
and declined participating in it. Ile announced (fatinctly that he 
would not become an accomplice in civil bloodshed. It appears 
that there were men among the exiles whose violence made him 
fear that they would not, like Pclopidas, dmw the sword exclu
sively against Leontiades and his colleagues, but would avail 
themselves of success to perpetrate unmeasured violence against 
other political enemies.I 

The day for the enterprise was determined by Phyllidas the 
secretary, who had prepared an evening banquet for Arehias and 
Philippus, in celebration of the period when they were going out 
of office as polemarchs, - and who had promised on that occasion 
to bring into their company some women remarkable for beauty, 
as well as of the best families in Thebes.2 In concert with the 
general body of Theban exiles at Athens, who held themselves 
ready on the borders of Attica, together with some Athenian sym
pathizers, to march to Thebes the instant that they should receive 

1 Pluturch, De Gen. Socr. c. 3, p. 576 E.; p. 577 A. 
2 Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 4. rui; rnµvorarai; 1w! 1cal.l.iarar; r&v tv 0~/3atr;. l'lu· 

tarch, De Gen. Socr. c. 4, p. 577 C.; Plutarch, Pelopid. c. 9. 
The Theban women were distinguished for majestic figure and beauty 

(Dikrearchus, Yit, Grroc. p. 144, ed Fuhr.). 
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intimation, - and in concert also with two out of the ten Strategi 
of Athens, who took on themselves privately to countenance the 
enterprise, without any public vote, - Pelopi<las and l\Iellon, an<l 
their five companions, 1 crossed Kithmron from Athens to Thebes. 
It was wet weather, about December B. c. 379; they were dis
guised as rustics or hunters, with no other arms than a concealed 
dagger; and they got within the gates of Thebes one by one at 
nightfall, just when the latest farming men were coming home 
from their fields. All of them arrived safe at the house of Cha
ron, the appointed rendezvous. 

It was, however, by mere accident that they had not been 
turned back, and the whole scheme frustrateJ. For a Theban 
named Ilippostheni<l.as, friendly to the conspiracy, but faint
hearted, who had been let into the secret against the will of Phyl
lidas, - became so frightened as the moment of execution ap
proached, that he took upon himself, without the knowle<lge of the 
rest, to despatch Chlidon, a faithful slave of :Uellon, ordering Lim 
to go forth on horseback from Thebes, to meet his master on the 
road, and to desire that he and his comrades ·would go back to 
Attica, since circumstances had happened to render the project for 
the moment impracticable. Chlidon, going home to fetch hii! 
bridle, but not finding it in its usual place, asked his wife where it 
was. The woman, at first pretending to look for it, at last con
fessed that she had lent it to a neighbor. Chlidon became so irri
tated with this delay, that he got into a loud altercation with his 
wife, who on her part wished him ill luck with l1is journey. He 
at last beat her, until neighbors ran in to interpose. His depar
ture was thus accidentally fru8trated, so that the intended message 
of countermand never reached the conspirators on their way.2 

In the house of Charon they remaine<l concealed all the ensu
ing day, on the evening of which the banquet of Archias and 
Philippus was to take place. Phyllidas had laid his plan for in
troducing them at that banquet, at the moment when the two pole
marchs had become full of wine, in female attire, as being the 

1 Plutareh, (l'elopiu. e. 25; De Gen. Socr. c. 26, p. 594 D.) mentions 
Mencklciue,;, Damoklcidas, anu Theopompus among them. Compare Cor· 
nel. Nepos. l'elopiu. c. 2. 

2 l'lutarch, l'clopiuas, c. 8; Plutarch, De Gen. Socrnt. c. 17, p. 586 B.; c. 
18, p. 587 D-E. 

http:Ilippostheni<l.as
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women whose visit was expected. The hour had nearly arrived, 
and they were preparing to play their parts, when an unexpected 
messenger knocked at the door, summoning Charon instantly into 
the presence of the polemarchs. All within were thunderstruck 
with the summons, which seemed to imply that the plot had been 
divulged, perhaps by the timid Ilipposthenidas. It was agreed 
among them that Charon must obey at once. Nevertheless, he 
himself, even in the perilous uncertainty which beset him, was 
most of all apprehensive lest the friends whom he had sheltered 
should suspect him of treachery towar<ls themselves and their 
cause. Before departing, therefore, he sent for his only son, a 
youth of fifteen, and of conspicuous promsie in every way. This 
youth he placed in the hands of Pelopidas, as a hostage for his own 
fidelity. But Pelopidas and the rest, vehemently disclaiming all 
suspicion, entreated Charon to put his son away, ~mt of the reach 
of that danger in which all were now involved. Charon, how
ever, could not be prevailed on to comply, and left his son among 
them to share the fate of the rest. He went into the presence of 
Archias and Philippus; whom he found already half-intoxicated, 
but informed, by intelligence from Athens, that some plot, they 
knew not by whom, was afloat. They had sent for him to ques
tion him, as a known friend of the exiles ; but he had little diffi
culty, aided by the collusion of Phyllidas, in blin<ling the vague 
suspicions of drunken men, anxious only to resume their convivi
ality.I He was allowed to retire and rejoin his friends. Never
theless, soon after his departure, - so many were the favorable 
chances which befel these improvident men,-a fresh message 
was delivered to Archias the polemarch, from his namesake Ar
chias the Athenian Hierophant, giving an exact account of the 
names and scheme of the conspirators, which had become known 

1 Xenophon does not mention this separate summons and visit of Charon 
to the polcmarchs, - nor anything about the scene with his son. He only 
notices Charon as having harbored the conspirators in his house, and seems 
even to speak of him as a person of little consequence - n:apU. Xapc.ivi rtvt, 
etc. (v, 4, 3). 

The anecdote is mentioned in both the compositions of l'lutarch (De Gen. 
Socr. c. 28, p. 595; and l'clopidas, c. 9 ), and is too interesting to be omitted, 
being perfectly consistent with what we read in Xenophon ; though it has 
perhaps somewhat of a theatrical air. 
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to the philo-Laconian party at Athens. The messenger who bore 
this despatch delivered it to Archias with an intimation, that it 
related to very serious matters. " Serious matters for to-morrow," 
said the polemarch, as he put the despatch, unopened and unread, 
under the pillow of the couch on which he was reclining.I 

Returning to their carousal, Archias and Philippus impatiently 
called upon Phyllidas to introduce the women according to his 
promise. Upon this the secretary retired, and brought the con
spirators, clothed in female attire, into an adjoining chamber; 
then going back to the polemarchs, he informed them that the women 
would not come in unless all the domestics were first dismissed. 
An order was forthwith given that these latter ~hould depart, 
while Phyllidas took care that they should be well provided with 
wine at the lodging of one among their number. The polemarchs 
were thus left only with one or two friends at table, half-intoxicated 
as well as themselves; among them Kabeirichus, the archon of 
the year, who always throughout his term kept the consecrated 
spear of office in actual possession, and had it at that moment 
close to his person. Phyllidas now conducted the pretended 
women into the banqueting-room; three of them attired as ladies 
of distinction, the four others following as female attendants. 
Their long veils, and ample folds of clothing, were quite suflicient 
as disguise, - even had the guests at table been sober, - until 
they sat down by the side of the polemarchs ; and the instant of 
lifting their veils was the signal for using their daggers. Archias 
and Philippus were slain at once and with little resistance; but 
Kabeirichus with his spear tried to defend himself, and thus per
ished with the others, though the conspirators had not originally 
intended to take his life.2 

1 Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. IO; Plutarch, De Gen. Socr. c. 30, p. 596 F. Elr 
avpwv rii. cnrovoaZa. 

This occurrence also finds no place in the nan·ative of Xenophon. Cor
nelius Nepos, Pelopidas, c. 3. JEneas (Poliorcetic. c. 31) makes a general 
reference to the omission of immediate opening of letters arrived, as having 
caused the capture of the Kadmeia; which was, however, only its remote 
consequence. 

2 The description given by Xenophon, of this assassination of the pole
marchs at Thebes, differs materially from that of Plutarch. I follow Xen
ophon in the main ; introducing, however, several of the details found in 
Plutarch, which are interesting, and which have the nir of being authentic. 
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Having been thus far successful, Phyllidas conducted three of 
the conspirators, - Pelopidas, Kephisouorus, and DamokleiJas, 
to the house of LeontiaJes, into which he obtained admittance by 
announcing himself as the bearer of an order from the polemarchs. 
Leontiades was reclining after supper, with his wife sitting spin
ning wool by his side, when they entered his chamber. Being a 
brave and powerful man, he started up, seized his sword, and mor
tally wounded Kephisodorus in the throat; a desperate struggle 
then ensued between him and Pelopidas in the narrow doorway, 
where there was no room for a third to approach. At length, 
11owever, Pelopidas overthrew and killed him, after which they 
retired, enjoiiiing the wife with threats to remain silent, and clos
ing the door after them with peremptory commands that it should 
not be again opened. They then went to the house of Hypates, 
whom they slew while he attempted to escape over the roof.l 

Xenophon himself intimates (Hellen. v, 4, 7), that besides the story giv
en in the text, there was also another story told by some,-that Mellon and 
his companions had got access to the polcmarchs in the gnisc of drunken 
revellers. It is this latter story which Pintarch has adopted, and which car
ries him into many details quite inconsistent with the natTative of Xeno
phon. I think the story, of the conspirators having been introduced in fe
male attire, the more probable of the two. It is borne out by the exact an
alogy of what Herodotus tells us respecting Alexander son of Amyntas, 
prince of .Macedonia (Herod. v, 20). 

Compare Plutarch, I'elopidas, c. IO, I I; Plutarch, De Gen. Socrat. c. 31. 
p. 597. Poly~nus (ii, 4, 3) gives a story with many different circumstances, 
yet agreeing in the fact that Pclopidas in female attire killed the Spartan 
general. The story alluded to by Aristotle (Polit. v, 5, IO), though he names 
both Thebes and Archias, can hardly refer to this event. • 

It is Plutarch, however, who mentions the presence of Kabcirichus the 
archon at the banquet, and the curious Theban custom that the archon dur
ing his year of office never left out of his hand the consecrated spear. As a 
Bccotian born, Plutarch was doubtless familiar with these old customs. 

From what other authors Plutarch copied the abundant details of this rev
olution at Tiiebes, which he interweaves in the life of Pclopidas and in tho 
treatise called De Genio Socratis-we do not know. Some critics suppose 
him to have borrowecl from Dionysodorus and Anaxis-Bmotian historians 
whose work comprised this period, but of whom not a single fragment is 
preserved (see Fragm. Histor. Grroc. ed. Didot, vol. ii, p. 84). 

1 Xen. Hell. v, 4, 9; Plutarch, Pelop. c. I I, I2; and De Gen. Socr. p. 597 
D-F. Here again Xenophon and Plutarch differ; the latter represents 
that Pelopidas got into the house of Leontiadcs without l'hyllidas,- whkh 
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The four great rulers of the philo-Laconian party in Thebes hav
ing been now put to death, Phylli<las proceeded with the conspir
ators to the prison. Here the gaoler, a con£<lential agent in the 
oppressions of the deceased governors, hesitated to a<lmit him ; but 
was slain by a sudden thrust with his spear, so as to ensure free 
admission to all. To liberate the prisoners, probably, for the most 
part men of kindred politics with the conspirators, - to furnish 
them with arms taken from the battle-spoils hanging up in the 
neighboring porticos, - and to Iange them in battle or<ler near 
the temple ofAmphion, - were the next proceedings ; after which 
they began to feel some assurance of safety and triumph.I Epami
nondas and Gorgi<las, apprised of what h::td occurred, were the first 
who appeared in arms with a few friends to sustain the cause ; 
while proclamation was everywhere made aloud, through heralds, 
that the <lespots were slain, - that Thebes was free, - and that 
all Thebans who valued free<lom should muster in arms in the 
market-place. There were at that moment in Thebes many trum
peters who had come to contend for the prize at the approaching 
festival of the Ilerakleia. HippQsthenidas engaged these men to 
blow their trumpets in different parts of the city, and thus every
where to excite the citizens to anns.2 

Although during the darkness surprise was the prevalent feel
ing, and no one knew what to do, - yet so soon as <lay dawned, 
and the truth became known, thc1·e was but one feeling of joy and 
patriotic enthusiasm among the majority of the citizcns.3 Doth 

appears to me altogether improbable. On the other hand, Xenophon men
tions nothing about the defence of Lcontiadcs and his personal conflict with 
Pelopidas, which I copy from Plutarch. So braYe a man as Lcontia<les, a
wake and sober, would not let himself be slain without a defence dangerous 
to assailants. Plutarch, in another place, singles out the death of Leoutia
des as the marking circumstance of tl1e whole glorious enterprise, and the 
most impressiYe to Pelopidas (Plutarch-Non posse suaviter viYi secundum 
Epicurum-p. 1099 A-E.). • 

1 Xenoph. Hell. v, 4, 8; Plutarch, Pelop. c. 12; De Gen. Socr. p. 598 B. 
2 This is a curious piece of detail, which we learn from Plutarch (De 

Gen. Socr. c. 34. p. 598 D.). 
The Orchomcnian Inscriptions in Boeckh's Collection record the prizes 

giYen to these ~aA1!'ty1cra' or trumpeters (see Boeckh, Corp. !user. No. 1584, 
1585, etc.). 

3 The unanimous joy with which the consummation of the revolution was 
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horsmen and hoplites hastened in arms to the agora. Here for 
the first time since the seizure of the Kadmeia by Phrebidas, a 
formal assembly of the Theban people was convened, before 
which Pelopidas and his fellow-conspirators presented themselves. 
The priests of the city crowned them with wreaths, and thanked 
them in the name of the local gods ; while the assembly hailed 
them with acclamations of delight and gratitude, nominating with 
one voice Pelopidas, J\Iellon, and Charon, as the first renewed 
Bretarchs.t The revival of this title, which had been dropped 
since the peace of Antalkidas, was in itself an event of no mean 
significance ; implying not merely that Thebes had waked up 
again into freedom, but that the Breotian confederacy also had 
been, or would be, restored. 

:Messengers had been forth~th despatched by the conspirators 
to Attica to communicate their success; upon which all the re
maining exiles, with the two Athenian generals privy to the plot, 
and a body of Athenian volunteers, or corps francs, all of whom 
were ready on the borders awaiting the summons,-flocked to 
Thebes to complete the work. The Spartan generals, on their 
side also, sent to Platre and Thespire for aid. During the whole 
night, they had been distracted and alarmed by the disturbance in 
the city; lights showing themselves here and there, with trumpets 
sounding and shouts for the recent success.2 Apprised speedily of 
the slaughter of the polemarchs, from whom they had been accus
tomed to receive orders, they knew not whom to trust or to con
sult, while they were doubtless beset by affrighted fugitives· of the 
now defeated party, who would hurry up the Kadmeia for safety. 
They reckoned at first on a diversion in their favor from the forces 
at Platre and Thespire. But these forces were not permitted even 
to approach the city gate ; being vigorously charged, as soon as 
they came in sight, by the newly-mustered Theban cavalry, and 
forced to retreat with loss. The Lacedremonian·s in the citadel 
were thus not only left without support, but saw their enemies in 

welcomed in Thebes, - and the ardor with which the citizens turned out to 
support it by armed force, - is attested by Xenophon, no very willing wit
ness, - Hellen. v, 4, 9. fad o' *µipa fjv Kat rpavepov f;v TO yeyeVrJ/lCVOV, raxv 
di) Kat ol o11"Alrat Kat ol l11"7rel~ cri!v rol~ 011"Aot' l~e/Jo~-&ovv. 

' Plutarch, Pelop. c. 12. 
'Plutarch, De Gen. Socr. p. 598 E.; Pelop. c. 12. 



89 THE LACED1EMONIAN GARRISON CAPITULATE. 

the city reinforced by the other exiles, and by the auxiliary volun
teers.I 

:Meanwhile, Pelopi<las and the other new Bretarchs found them· 
selves at the head of a body of armed citizens, full of devoted 
imtriotism and unanimous in hailing the recent revolution. They 
availed themselves of this first burst of fervor to prepare for 
storming the Kadmeia without delay, knowing the importance of 
forestalling all aid from Sparta. And the citizens were already 
rushing up to the assault, - proclamation being made of large 
rewards to those who should first force their way in, - when the 
Lacedmmonian commander sent proposals for a capitulation.2 
Undisturbed egress from Thebes, with the l1onors of war, being 
readily guaranteed to him by oath, the Kadmcia was then sur
renrlered. As the Spartans were marching out of the gates, many 
Thebans of the defoated party came forth also. But against 
these latter the exasperation of the victors was so ungovernable, 
that several of the most odious were seized as they passed, and 
put to death; in some cases, even their children along with them. 
And more of them would have been thus despatched, had not the 
Athf'nian auxiliaries, with generous anxiety, exerted every effort 
to get them out of sight and put them into safety.3 'Ve are not 
told, - nor is it certain, - that these Thebans were protected un
der the capitulation. Even had they been so, however, the wrath
ful impulse might still have prevailed against them. Of the 
three barmosts who thus evacuated the Kadmeia without a blow, 
two were put to death, the third was heavily fined and banished, 
by the authorities at Sparta.4 'Ve do not know what the fortifi

1 Xenophon exprcs~ly mentions that the Athenians who were invited to 
come, and who actually did come, to Thebes, were the two generals and the 
Yolnntecrs ; all of whom "·ere before piiYy to the plot, and were in readi
nrss on the borders of Attica-TOVf: 7rpuf: Totf: opiotr 'A{}lJvaii;w Kat 
TOvr ovo TQV <ITparr1y&v-ol 'k&1Jvaiot U'/CO r&v opiwv fiol/ 7rapi]aav 
(Hellen. v, 4, 9, IO). 

2 Xen. IIellcn. v, 4, IO, IL 7rpoaif3a'A.ov 7rpof: ri]v uKpo7ro'A.tv- rijv 7rpo{}v. 
µ£av rWv r.poau5vT6JV UrrU.vrwv lWpwv, etc. 

Diodorus, xv, 25. l'lrEtra rovi; 'lrol.irnr E'lrl rijv tl.Ev{}Eptav 7rapaKa'A.foavui; 
(the successful Theban conspirators, Pelopidas, etc.) uvv i p yo vi: la xo v 
u7ravrai; Tovi; 81Jf3aiovi;. 

3 Xen. Hellen. v, 4, I2. 
'Xen. Hellen. v, 4, I.3; Diodor. xv, 27. 

http:7rpoaif3a'A.ov
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cations of the Kadmeia were, nor hew far it was provisioned. 
But we can hardly wonder that these officers were considered to 
have dishonored the Laced:.cmonian arms, by making no attempt 
to defend it; when we recollect that hardly more than four or five 
days would be required to procure adequate relief from home, 
and that forty-three years afterwards, the :Macedonian garrison 
in the same place maintained itself against the Thebans in the 
city for more than fourteen days, until the return of Alexander 
from Illyria.L The first messenger who brought news to Sparta 
of the conspiracy and revolution at Thebes, appears to have com
municated at the same time that the garrison had evacuated the 
Kadmeia and was in full retreat, with a train of Theban exiles 
from the defeated party.2 

Plutarch (Pelopid. c. 13) augments the theatrical effect by saying that the 
Lacedromonian garrison on its retreat, actually met. at l\Icgra the reinforce
ments under king Kleombrotus, which had advanced thus far, on their 
march to relieve the Kadmeia. Ilut this is highly improbable. The ac
count of Xenophon intimates clearly that the Kadmeia was surrounded on 
the next morning after the nocturnal movement. The commanders capitu
lated in the first moment of distraction and despair, without even standing 
an assault. 

1 Arrian, i, 6. 
2 In recounting this revolution at Thebes, and the proceedings of the 

Athenians in regard to it, I have followed Xenophon almost entirely. 
Diodorus (xv, 25, 26) concurs with Xenophon in stating that the Theban 

exiles got back from Attica to Thebes by night, partly through the concur
rence of the Athenians (r1VvemA.af]oµivwv rwv 'Ai'>1Jvaiwv) - slew the rulers 
-called the. citizens to freedom next morning, finding all hearty in the 
cause - and then proceeded to besiege the fifteen hundred Lacedromonians 
and Peloponnesians in the Kadmcht. 

Ilut after thus much of agreement, Diodorus states what followed, in a 
manner quite inconsistent with Xenophon; thus (he tells us)

The Lacedromonian commander sent instant intelligence to Sparta of 
what had happened, with request for a reinforcement. The Thebans at 
once attempted to storm the Kadmeia, but were repulsed with great loss, 
both of killed and wounded. Fearing. that they might not be able to take 
the fort before reinforcement should come from Sparta, they sent envoys to 
Athens to ask for aid, reminding the Athenians that they (the Thebans) 
had helped to emancipate Athens from the Thirty, and to restore the de
mocracy (inro,wµvi;r;Kovrer µev on Kat avrnl r;v y Ka rfi ya yo v r il v oiJ µ o v 
TrJV 'Ai'>11vaiwv Ka{}' av t<atpuv inro TW'IJ TplUKOVTa Kareoovl.wi'>1jr7av). The 
Athenians, partly from desire to requite this favor, partly from a wish to 
secure the Thebans as allies against Sparta, passed a public vote to assist 
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This revolution at Thebes came like an electric shock upon the 
Grecian world. "With a modern reader, .the assassination of the 

them forthwith. Dcmophon the general got together five thousand hoplites 
and five hundred horsemen, with whom he hastened to Thebes on the next 
day; and all the remaining population were prepared to follow, if necessary 
(rravo71µti ). All the other cities in Boootia also sent aid to Thebes too,
so that there was assembled there a large force of twelve thousand hoplites 
and two thousand horsemen. This united force, the Athenians being among 
them, assaulted the Kadmeia day and night, relieving each other; but were 
repelled with great loss of killed and wounded. At length the garrison 
found themselves without provisions; the Spartans were tardy in sending 
reinforcement; and sedition broke out among the Peloponnesian allies who 
formed the far larger part of the garrison. These Pcloponncsians, refusing 
to fight longer, insisted upon capitulating; which the Lacedmmonian gov
ernor was obliged perforce to do, though both he and the Spartans along 
with him desired to hold out to the death. The Kadmeia was accordingly 
surrendered, and the garrison went back to Pcloponncsus. The Lacedm
monian reinforcement from Sparta arrived only a little too late. 

All these circumstances stated by Diodorus are not only completely dif
ferent from Xenophon, hut irreconcilable with his conception of the event. 
We must reject either the one or the other. 

Now Xenophon is not merely the better witness of the two, but is in this 
case sustained by all the collateral probabilities of the case. 

1. Diodorus represents the Athenians as having despatched by puhlic 
vote, assistance to Thebes, in order to requite the assistance which the Thc
bans had before sent to restore the Athenian democracy against the Thirty. 
Now this is incorrect in point of fact. The Thebans had never sent any as
sistauce, positive or ostensible, to Thrasybulus and the Athenian democrats 
against the Thirty. They had assisted Thrasybuius underhand, and with
out any public government-act; nnd they had refused to serve along with 
the Spartans against him. But they never sent any force to help him 
against the Thirty. Consequently, the Athenians could not now have sent 
any public force to Thebes, in requital for a similar favor done before by the 
Thebans to them. 

2. Had the Athenians passed a formal vote, sent a large public army, 
and taken vigorous part in several bloody assaults on the Lacedremonian 
garrison in the Kndmcia,-this would haYe been the most flagrant and un
equivocal commencement of hostilities against Sparta. No Spartan envoys 
could, after that, have gone to Athens, and stayed safely in the house of 
the Proxcnus, - as we know from Xenophon that they did. Besides,
the story of Sphodrias (presently to be recounted) proves distinctly thnt 
Athens was at peace with Sparta, and had committed no act of hostility 
against her, for three or four months at least after the revolution at Thebes. 
It therefore refutes the narrative of Diodorus about the public vote of the 
.Athenians, and the public Athenian force under Demophon, aiding in the 
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four leaders, in their houses and at the banquet, raises a sentiment 
of repugnance which withdraws his attention from the other fea

attack of the Kadmcia. Strange to say, - Diodorus himself, three chap
ters afterwards (xv, 29 ), relates this story about Sphodrias, just in the same 
manner (with little difference) as Xenophon; ushering in the story with a 
declaration, that the Athenians were still at peace witlt Sparta, and forgetting 
that he had himself recounted a distinct rupture of that peace on the part 
of the Athenians. 

3. The news of the revolution at Thebes must necessarily have taken the 
Athenian public completely by surprise (though some fow Athenians were 
privy to the scheme), because it was a scheme which had no chance of suc
ceeding except by profouml secrecy. Now, that the Athenian public, hear
ing the news for the first time, -having no positive act to complain of on 
the part of Sparta, and much reason to fear her power,- having had no 
previous circumstances to work them up, or prepare them for any danger
ous resolve, - should identify themselves at once with Thebes, and provoke 
war with Sparta in the impetuous manner stated by Diodorus,-this is, in 
my judgment, eminently improbable, requiring good evidence to induce us 
to believe it. 

4. Assume the statement of Diodorus to be true, - what reasonahle ex
planation can be given of the erroneous version which we read in Xeno• 
phon 1 The facts as he recounts them conflict most pointedly with his 
philo-Laconian partialities; first, the overthrow of the Lacedremonian 
power at Thebes, by a handful of exiles; still more, the whole sto1'y of 
Sphodrias and his acquittal. 

But assume the statement of Xenophon to be true, - and we can give a 
very plausible explanation how the erroneous version in Diodorus arose. 
A few months later, after the acquittal of Sphodrias at Sparta, the Athe
nians did enter heartily into the alliance of Thebes, and sent a large public 
force (indeed five thousand hoplites, the same number as those of Demo
phon, according to Diodorus, c. 32) to assist her in repelling Agesilaus with 
the Spartan army. It is by no means unnatural that their public vote and 
expedition undertaken about July 378 n. c., - should have been erroneously 
thrown back to December 3i9 n. c. The Athenian orators were fond of 
boasting that Athens had saved the Thebans from Sparta; and this might 
be said with some truth, in reference to the aid which she really rendered 
aftcrwarcls. Isokratcs (Or. Plataic. s. 31) makes this boast in general terms; 
!mt Deinarchus (cont. Demos then. s. 40) is more distinct, and gives in a 
fow words a version the same as that which we find in Diodorus; so also 
does Aristei<les, in two very brief allusions (Panathcn. p. 172, and Or. 
xxxviii, Social is, p. 486-498 ). Possibly Aristeides as well as Diodorus may 
have copied from Ephorus; but however this may be, it is easy to under
stand the mistake out of which their version grew. 

5. Lastly, Plutarch mentions nothing about the public vote of the Athe
nians, and the regular division of troops under Dcmophon which Diodorus 
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tures of this memorable deed. Now an ancient Greek not only 
had uo such repugnance, but sympathized with the complete re
venge for the seizure of the Kadmeia and the death of Ismenias ; 
while he admired, besides, the extraordinary personal daring of 
Pelopidas and :JUellon, - the skilful forecast of the plot, - and 
the sudden overthrow, by a force so contemptibly small, of a gov
ernment which the <lay before seemed unassailable.I It deserves 
note that we here see the richest men in Thebes undertaking a risk, 
single-handed and with their own persons, which must have ap
peared on a reasonable estimate little less than desperate. l<'rom 
the Homeric Odysseus and Achilles down to the end of free Hel
lenism, the rich Greek strips in the Pal:£stra,2 and exposes his 
person in the ranks as a soldier like the poorest citizens ; being 
generally superior to them in strength and bodily eilicicncy. 

As the revolution in Thebes acted forcibly on the Grecian mind 
from the manner'in which it was accomplished, so by its positive 
effects it altered forthwith the balance of power in Greece. The 
empire of Sparta, far from being undisputed and nearly universal 

asserts to have aided in the storming of the Kadmcia. See Plutarch (De 
Gen. Socrat. ad fin. Agesil. c. 23; Pelopid. 12, 13). He intimates only, as 
Xenophon docs, that there were some Athenian volunteers who assisted the 
exiles. 

J\I. Rehdantz (Vitro Iphieratis, Chabrim, etc. p. 38-43) discusses this dis
crepancy at considerable length, and cites the opinion of various German 
authors in respect to it, with none of whom I altogether concur. 

In my judgment, the proper solution is, to reject altogether (as belonging 
to a later time) the statement of Diodorus, respecting the public vote at 
Athens, and the army said to have been sent to Thebes under Demophon; 
and to accept the more credible narrative of Xenophon; which ascribes to 
Athens a reasonable prudence, and great fear ot' Sparta, - qualities such 
as Athenian orators would not be disposed to boast of. According to that 
narrative. the question about sending Athenians to aid in storming the Kad
mcia could hardly have been submitter! for public discussion, since that cit
adel was surrendered nt once by the intimidated garrison. 

1 The claring coup de main of Pelopidas and l\Iellon, against the govern
ment of Thebes, bears a remarkable analogy to that by which Evagoras got 
into Salamis and overthrew the previous despot (Isokrates, Or. ix, Evagor. 
s. 34). ~ 

2 See, in illustration of Greek sentiment on this point, Xenophon, Hellen. 
iii, 4, 19; and Xenophon, Enc. Ages. i, 28. 
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over Greece, is from henceforward only maintained by more or 
less effort, until at length it is completely overthrown.I 

The exiles from Thebes, arriving from Sparta, inflamed both 
the ephors, and the miso-Theban Agesilaus, to the highest pitch. 
Though it was then the depth of winter,2 an expedition was de
creed forthwith against Thebes, and the allied contingents were 
summoned. Agesilaus declined to take the command of it, on ther 
ground that he was above sixty years of age, and therefore no 
longer liable to compulsory foreign service. But this (says Xen
ophon3) was not his real reason. He was afraid that his enemies 
at Sparta would say,-" Here is Agesilaus again putting us to 
expense, in order that he may uphold despots in other cities," 
as he had just done, and had been reproached with doing, at Phlius; 
a second proof that the reproaches against Sparta (which I have 
cited a few pages above from Lysias and Isokrates) of allying 
herself with Greek despots as well as with foreigners to put down 
Grecian freedom, found an echo even in Sparta herself. Accord
ingly Kleombrotus, the other king of Sparta, took the command. 
He had recently succeeded his brother Agesipolis, and had never 
commanded before. 

1 If, indeed, we could believe Isokratcs, speaking through the mouth of a 
Platrean, it would seem that the Thebans, immediately after their revolu· 
tion, sent an humble embassy to Sparta deprecating hostility, entreating to 
be admitted as allies, and promising service, even against their benefactors 
the Athenians, just as devoted as the deposed govemment had rendered; 
an embassy which the Spartans haughtily answered by desiring them to 
receive back their exiles, and to cast out the assassins Pelopidas and his 
comrades. It is possible that the Thebans may have sent to try the possi
bility of escaping Spartan enmity; but it is highly improbable that they 
made any such promises as those here mentioned; and it is certain that 
they speedily began to prepare vigorously for that hostility which they saw 
to be approaching. 

See Isokratcs, Or. xiv, (Plataie.) s. 31. 
This oration is put into the mouth of a Platrean, and seems to be an as

semblage of nearly all the topics which could possibly be enforced, truly or 
falsely, against Thebes. 

9 Xcn. Hellen. v, 4, 14. µa'Aa xuµi:Jvoc ovroc. 
3 Xcn. Hellen. v, 4, 13. ev elowc on, el urpar1Jyoi1J, M;etav ol rrol.irat, €Jr 

•Ay1Jui'Aaoc, orrwc f3o7J-&fweie TOI~ rnpavvoic, rrpayµara r;;; rru'Ae rrap{xot. Plu· 
tarch, Agesil. c. 24. 
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Kleombrotus conducted his army along the Isthmus of Corinth 
through l\fegara to Platrea, cutting to pieces an outpost of Thebans, 
composed chiefly of the prisoners set free by the recent revolu
tion, who had been placed for the defence of the intervening 
mountain-pass. :From Platrea he went forward to Thespire, and 
from thence to Kynoskephalre in the Theban territory, where he 
lay encamped for sixteen days; after which he retreated to Thes
pire. It appears that he did nothing, and that his inaction was 
the subject of much wonder in his army, who are said to have 
even doubted whether he was really and earnestly hostile to 
Thebes. Perhaps the exiles, with customary exaggeration, may 
have led him to hope that they could provoke a rising in Thebes, 
if he would only come near. At any rate the bad weather must 
have been a serious impediment to action; since in his march 
back to Pcloponnesus through Kreusis and .lEgosthenre the wind 
blew a hurricane, so that his soldiers could not proceed without 
leaving their shields and coming back afterwards to fetch them. 
Kleombrotus did not quit Ilmotia, however, without leaving Spho
drias as harmost at Thespi::e, with one third of the entire army, 
and with a considerable sum of money to employ in hiring merce
naries and acting vigorously against the Thebans.I 

The army of Kleombrotus, in its march from JUegara to Platrea, 
had passed by the skirts of Attica; causing so much alarm to the 
.Athenians, that they placed Chabrias with a body of peltasts, to 
guard their frontier and the neighboring road through Eleutherre 
into Bceotia. This was the first time that a Lacedremonian army 
had touched Attica (now no longer guarded by the lines of Cor
inth, as in the war between 394 and 388 B. c.) since the retire
ment of king Pausanias in 404 B. c.; furnishing a proof.of the 
exposure of the country, such as to revive in the Athenian mind 
all the terrible recollections of Dekeleia and the Peloponnesian 
war. It was during the first prevalence of this alarm, - and 
seemingly while Klcombrotus was still with his army at Thespire 
or Kynoskephalre, close on the Athenian frontier,- that three 
Lace<loomonian envoys, Etymokles and two others, ai·;ived at 
Athens to demand satisfaction for the part taken by the two Athe
nian generals and the Athenian volunteers, in concerting and aid

1 :Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 15-18. 

http:proof.of
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ing the enterprise of Pelopidas and his comrades. So overpow
ering was the anxiety in the public mind to avoid giving offence 
to Sparta, that these two generals were both of them accused be
fore the dikastery. The first of them was condemned and exe
cuted; the second, profiting by this warning (since, pursuant to 
the psephism of Kann6nes,1 the two would be put on trial sepa
rately), escaped, and a sentence of bani:;hment was passed against 
him.II These two generals had been unquestionably guilty of a 
grave abuse of their official functions. They had brought the 
state into public hazard, not merely without consulting the senate 

. or assembly, but even without taking the sense of their own board 
of Ten. Nevertheless the severity of the sentence pronounced 
indicates the alarm, as well as the displeasure, of the general body 
of Athenians; while it served as a disclaimer in fact, if not in 
form, of all political connection with Thebes,3 

' Sec Vol. VIII. of this History, Ch. lxiv, p. 196-about the pscphism 
of Kannonus. 

• Xcn. Hellen. v, 4, 19; Plutarch, Pelopid. c. 14. 
Xenophon mentions the Lacedremonian envoys at Athens, but docs not 

expressly say that they were sent to demand reparation for the conduct of 
these two generals or of the volunteers. I cannot doubt, however, that the 
fact was so; for in those times, there were no resident envoys, -none but 
envoys sent on special missions. 

3 The trial and condemnation of these two generals has served as the 
groundwork for harsh reproach against the Athenian democracy. W nchs· 
muth (Hellen. Altcrtb. i, p. 654) l1enounces it as "a judicial horror, or abom· 
ination-cin Greul-gcricht." Rehdantz (Vitro Iphicratis, Chabrire, etc. p. 
44, 45) says, - " Quid? quia invasionem Lacedremoniorum viderant in 
Bceotiam factam essc, non puduit eos, damnare imperatores quorum facta 
suis decrctis comprobaverant 1" . •.••. "Igitur hanc illius Jacinoris excusa
tionem habcbimus: Rebus qure a Thebanis agcbantnr (i.e. by the proposi
tions of the Thcbans seeking peace from Sparta, and trying to get enrolled 
as her allies, -alleged by J,;okratcs, which I have noticed above as being, 
in my judgment, very inaccurately recorded) cognitis, Athenienscs, qno 
eni:rius subi·enemnt, eo majore prenitentiil perculsi sunt. • • . • • Sed tantum ub
fuit ut sihimet irasccrcntur, ut, e more Atheniensiwn, punirentur qtti pe1fece· 
mnt id quod tum populus exoptave:rat." 

The censures of Wachsmuth, Rchdantz, etc. assume as matter of fact,
1. That the Athenians had passed a formal vote in the public assembly to 
send assistance to Thebes, under two generals, who accordingly went out in 
command of the army and performed their instructions. 2. That the Athe
nians, becoming afterwards repentant or terrified, tried and condemned 
these two generals for haY:ing executed the commission entru:;ted to them. 
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Even before the Lacedremonian envoys had quitted Athens, 
however, an incident, alike sudden and memorable, completely 

I haye already shown grounds (in a previous note) for believing that the 
first of these affirmations is incorrect; the second, as dependent on it, will 
therefore be incorrect also. 

These authors here appear to me to single out a portion of each of the 
two inconsistent narratives of Xenophon and Diodorus, and blend them t.o
gether in a way which contradicts both. 

Thus, they take from Diodorus the allegation, that the Athenians sent t() 
Thebes by public vote a large army, which fought along with the Thebans 
against the Kadmeia, -an allegation which, not only is not to be found in 
Xenophon, but which his narrative plainly, though indirectly, excludes. 

Next, they take from Xenophon the allegation, that the Athenians tried 
and condemned the two generals who were accomplices in the conspiracy 
of l\fellon against the Theban rulcrs,-rw clvc.i arparqyw, oZ avvqmarU.a871v 
TqV TOV MiA.l.c.ivo. hrl TOV> 7repl AeovTLU07JV e7ravU.araatv (v, 4, 19). Now 
the mention of these two generals follows naturally and consistently in 
Xmwplwn. He had before told us that there were two out of the Athenian 
generals, who both assisted underhand in organizing the plot, and after
wards went with the volunteers to Thebes. But it cannot be fitted on t() 
the narrative of Diodorus, who never says a word rihout this condemnation by 
tM Athenians - nor even mentions any two .Athenian generals, at all. He 
tells us that the Athenian army which went to Thebes was commanded by 
Demophon; he notices no colleague whatever. He says in general words, 
that the conspiracy was organized "with the assistance of the Athenians" 
(<TVvrntA.aiJoµevc.iv 'A&qvaic.iv) ; not saying a word about any two generals as 
especially active. 

Wachsmuth and Rehdantz take it for granted, most gratuitously, that 
these two condemned generals (mentioned by Xenophon and not by Diodo
rus) are identical with Demophon and another colleague, commanders of 
an army which went out by public vote (mentioned by Diodorus and not 
by Xenophon). 

The narratives of Xenophon and Diodorus (as I have before observed), 
are distinct and inconsistent with each other. "\Ve have to make our option 
between them. I adhere to that of Xenophon, for reasons previously given. 
But if any one prefers that of Dio<lorus, he ought then to reject altogether 
the story of the condemnation of the two Athenian generals (wli.o nowhere 
appear in Diodorus), and to suppose that Xenophon was misinformed upon 
that point, as upon the other facts of the case. 

That the two Athenian generals (assuming the Xenophontic na!Tative as 
true) should be tried and punished, when the consequences of their unau
thorized proceeding were threatening to come with severity upon Athens, 
-appears to me neither improbable nor unreasonable. Those who are 
shocked by the very severity of the sentence, will do well to read the re-

VOL. X. /j 7oc. 
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altered the Athenian temper. The Lacedremonian harmost Spho
dria.s (whom Kleombrotus had left at Thespire to prosecute the 
war against Thebes), being informed that Peirreus on its land side 
was without gates or night watch,-since there was no suspicion 
of attack, - conceived the idea of surprising it by a night-march 
from Thespire, and thus of mastering at one stroke the commerce, 
the wealth, and the naval resources of Athens. Putting his troops 
under march one evening after an early supper, he calculated on 
reaching the Peirreus the next morning before daylight. Ilut his 
reckoning proved erroneous. l\Iorning overtook him when he 
had advanced no farther than the Thriasian plain near Eleusis ; 
from whence, as it was useless to proceed farther, he turned back 
and retreated to Thespire ; not, however, without committing 
various acts of plunder against the neighboring Athenian resi
dents. 

This plan against Peirreus appears to have been not ill con
ceived. Had Sphodrias been a man competent to organize and 
execute movements as rapid as those of Ilrasidas, there is no 
reason why it might not have succeeded; in which case the whole 
face of the war would have been changed, since the Lacedremo
nians, if once masters of Pcirreus, both could and would· have 
maintained the place. But it was one of those injustices, which 
no one ever commends until it has been successfully consummated, 
- "consilium quod non potest laudari nisi peractum.l " As it 

marks which the Lacedremonian envoys make (Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 23) on 
the conduct of Sphorlrias. 

To tum from one severe sentence to another, - whoever believes the nar· 
rative of Diodorus in preference to that of Xenophon, ought to regard the 
execution of those two Lacedremonian commanders who surrendered the 
Kadmeia as exceedingly cruel. According to Diodorns, these officers bad 
done everything which brave men could do; they had i·esisted a long time, 
repelled many attacks, and were only prevented from farther holding out 
by a mutiny among their gan·ison. 

Here again, we see the superiority of the narrative of Xenophon over 
that of Diodorus. According to the former, these Lacedremonian com· 
manders surrendered the Kaumeia without any resistance at all. Their 
condemnation, like that of the Athenian two generals, becomes a matter 
easy to understand and explain. 

1 Tacit. Histor. i, 38. 
Compare (in Plutarch, Anton. c. 32) the remark of Sextus Pompey to his 
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failed, it has been considered, by critics as well as by contem
poraries, not merely as a crime but as a fault, and its author 
Sphodrias as a brave man, but singularly weak and hot-headed.I 
·without admitting the full extent of this censure, we may see that 
his present aggression grew out of an untoward emulation of the 
glory which Phcebidas, in spite of the simulated or transient dis
pleasure of his countrymen, had acquired by seizing the Kadmeia. 
That Sphodrias received private instructions from Kleombrotus 
(as Diodorus states) is not sufficiently proved; while the suspicion, 
intimated by Xenophon as being abroad, that he was wrought upon 
by secret emissaries and bribes from his enemies the Thebans, for 
the purpose of plunging Athens into war with Sparta, is altogether 
improbable ; 2 and seems merely an hypothesis suggested by the 
consequences of the act,- which were such, that if his enemies 
had bribed him, he could not have served them better. 

captain l\Ienas, when the latter asked his permission to cut the cables of 
the ship, while Octavius and .Antony were dining on board, and to seize 
their persons,-" I cannot permit any such thing; but you on~ht to have 
done it without asking my permission.' .A reply familiar to the readers of 
Shakspeare's Antony and Cleopatra. 

1 Kallisthenes, Frag. 2, ed. Didtt, apud. Ilarpokration, v, "!.<f>oopiat:; Dio
dor. xv, 29; Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. 14; l'lutarch, Agesil. c. 24. The mis
calculation of Sphoilrias as to the time necessary for his march to Peirreus 
is not worse than other mistakes which Polybius (in a very instructive dis
course, ix, 12, 20, seemingly extracted from his lost commentaries on Tac· 
tics) recounts as having been committed by various other able command
crs. 

I Ileii9ov<n TOV ev raif Oeumait: apµor;r~v "!.<f>o<1[JtaV, Xp~µ<Lra Oovrer, '"' 
forr,J1r°;-evero-Xcnoph. Hellen. v, 4, 20; Diodor. xv, 29; Plutarch, Pelopid. 
c. 14; Plutarch, Agcsil. c. 24, 25. 

Diodorus affirms private orders from Kleombrotus to Sphodrias. 
In rejecting the suspicion mentioned by Xenophon, - that it was the 

Thcban leaders who instigated and hrihed Sphodrias,-we may remark
!. That the plan might very possibly have succeeded; and its success 
would have been ruinous to the Thcbans. Had they been the instigators, 
they would not have failed to give notice of it at Athens at the same time; 
which they certainly did not do. 2. That if the Lacedremonians had pun
ished Sphodrias, no war would have ensued. Now every man would have 
predicted, that assuming the scheme to fail, they certainly would punish 
him. 3. The strong interest taken by Agesilaus afterwards in the fate of 
Sphodrias, and the high encomium which he passed on the general character 
of the latter, - are quite consistent with a belief on his part that Sphodrias 



IIISTORY OF GREECE. 100 

The presence of Sphodrias and his army in the Thriasian plain 
was communicated shortly after day-break at Athens, where it 
excited no less terror than surprise. Every man instantly put 
himself under arms for defence ; but news soon arrived that the 
invader had retired. ·when thus reassured, the Athenians passed 
from fear to indignation. The Lacedremonian envoys, who were 
lodging at the house of Kallias the proxenus of Sparta, were im
mediately put under arrest and interrogated. But all three 
affirmed that they were not less astonished, and not less exaspe
rated, by the march of Sphodrias, than the Athenians themselves ; 
adding, by way of confirmation, that had they been really privy to 
any design of seizing the Peirreus, they would have taken care 
not to let themselves be found in the city, and in their ordinary 
lodging at the house of the proxenus, where of course their persons 
would be at once seized. They concluded by assuring the Athen
ians, that Sphodrias would not only be indignantly disavowed, but 
punished capitally, at Sparta. And their reply was deemed so 
satisfactory, that they were allowed to depart; while an Athenian 
embassy was sent to Sparta, to demand the punishment of the 
offending general.l 

The Ephors immediately summorlbd Sphodrias home to Sparta, 
to take his trial on a capital charge. So much did he himself 
despair of his case, that he durst not make his appearance ; while 
the general impression was, both at Sparta and elsewhere, that he 
would certainly be condemned. Nevertheless, though thus absent 
and undefended, he was acquitted, purely through private favor 
and esteem for his general character. He was of the party of 
Kleombrotus, so that all the friends of that prince espoused his 
cause, as a matter of course. But as he was of the party opposed 
to Agesilaus, his friends dreaded that the latter would declare 

(like l'hrubidas) may have done wrong towards a foreign city from over
ambition in the service of his country. But if Agesilaus (who detested the 
Thcbans beyond measure) had believed that Sphodrias was acting under 
the influence of bribes from them, he would not merely have been disposed 
to let justice take its course, but would have approved and promoted the 
condemnation. · 

On a previous occasion (Hellen. iii, 5, 3) Xenophon had imputed to the 
Thebans a similar refinement of stratagem; seemingly with just as little 
cause. 
· •· Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 22; Plutarch, AgesiL c. 24. 
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against him, and bring about his condemnation. Nothing saved 
Sphodrias except the peculiar intimacy between his son Kleon
ymus and Archi<lamus son of Agcsilaus. The mournful impor
tunity of Archi<lamus induced Agesilaus, when this important 
cause was brought before the Senate of Sparta, to put aside his 
judicial conviction, and give his vote in the following manner: 
"To be sure, Sphodrias is guilty; upon that there cannot be two 
opm1ons. Nevertheless, we cannot put to death a man like him, 
who, as boy, youth, and man, has stood unblemished in all Spartan 
honor. Sparta cannot part with soldiers like Sphodrias.1 " The 
friends of Agesilaus, following this opinion and coinciding with 
those of Kleombrotus, ensured a favorable verdict. And it is 
remarkable, that Etymokles himself, who as envoy at Athens had 
announced as a certainty that Sphodrias would be put to death, 
as senator and friend of Agesilaus voted for his acquittal.2 

This remarkable incident (which comes to us from a witness 
not merely philo-Laconian, but also personally intimate with 
Agesilaus) shows how powerfully the course of justice at Sparta 
was overruled by private sympathy and interests, - especially, 
those of the two kings. It especially illustrates what has been 
stated in a former chapter respecting the oppressions exercised by 
the Spartan harmosts and the dekadarchies, for which no redress 
was attainable at Sparta. Here was a case where not only the 
guilt of Sphodrias stood confessed, but in which also his acquittal 
was sure to be followed by a war with Athens. If, under such 
circumstances, the Athenian demand for redress was overruled by 
the favor of the two kings, what chance was there of any justice 
to the complaint of a dependent city, or an injured individual, 

Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 32. 'Ex:elvor ye ('AY7)0"lAao1) rrpor rruvrar llrroir Otei
AeKTat, raiira Uyet. M~ aOtKelv µ'cv J:.rpoopiav uovvarov e1vat. 15rrrtr µivrot, 
,,-air TE tJv Kat 1rat<JlrrKOI Kat ~/Jwv, 1rUVTa ra KaA<~ rrotwv 0ter€A.erre, ;raAerrov 
elvat TOlOVTOV uvopa U'lrOKTlVVVVat • T~V yap J:.rrapT7JV TOlOVT(,)V Oetrrt'fat urpa
TUAJTCJV. 

Xenophon explains at some length (v, 4, 25-33) and in a very interesting 
manner, both the relations between K!eonymus and Archidamus, and the 
appeal of Archidamus to his father. The statement has all the air of being 
derived from personal knowledge, and nothing but the fear of prolixity hin
ders me from giving it in full. 

Compare Plutarch, Agesilaus, c. 25; Diodor. xv, 29. 
• Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 22-32. 
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against the harmost? The contrast between Spartan and Athe
nian proceeding is also instructive. Only a few days before, the 
Athenians condemned, at the instance of Sparta, their two generals 
who had without authority lent aid to the Theban exiles. In so 
doing, the Athenian dikastery enforced the law against clear 
official misconduct, - and that, too, in a case where their sym
pathies went along with the act, though their fear of a war with 
Sparta was stronger. But the most important circumstance to 
note is, that at Athens there is neither private influence, nor 
kingly influence, capable of overruling the sincere judicial con
science of a numerous and independent dikastery. 

The result of the acquittal of Sphodrias must have been well 
known beforehand to all parties at Sparta. Even by the general 
voice of Greece, the sentence was denounced as iniquitou·s.i But 
the Athenians, who had so recently given strenuous effect to the 
remonstrances of Sparta against their own generals, were stung 
by it to the quick; and only the more stung, in consequence of 
the extraordinary compliments to Sphodrias on which the acquittal 
was made to turn. They immediately contracted hearty alliance 
with Thebes, and made vigorous preparations for war against Sparta 
both by land and sea. After completing the fortifications of 
Peirreus, so as to place it beyond the reach of any future attempt, 
they applied themselves to the building of new ships of war, and 
to the extension of their naval ascendency, at the expense of 
Sparta.2 

From this moment, a new combination began in Grecian politics. 
The Athenians thought the moment favorable to attempt the con
struction of a new confederacy, analogous to the Confederacy of 
Delos, formed a century before; the basis on which had been 
reared the formidable Athenian empire, lost at the close of the 
Peloponnesian war. Towards such construction there was so far 
a tendency, that Athens had already a small body of maritime 
allies; while rhetors like Isokrates (in his Panegyrical Discourse, 
published two years before) had been familiarizing the public 
mind with larger ideas. But the enterprise was now pressed with 
the de.termination and vehemence of men smarting under recent 
insult. The Athenians had good ground to build upon; since, 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 24. 1 Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 34-63. 
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while the discontent against the ascendency of Sparta was widely 
spread, the late revolution in Thebes had done much to lessen that 
sentiment of fear upon which such ascendency chiefly rested. To 
Thebes, the junction with Athens was preeminently welcome, and 
her leaders gladly enrolled their city as a constituent member of 
the new confederacy.I They cheerfully acknowledged the presi
dency of Athens, - reserving, however, tacitly or expressly, their 
own rights as presidents of the Bccotian federation, as soon as that 
could be reconstituted; which reconstituion was at this moment 
desirable even for Athens, seeing that the Bceotian towns were 
now dependent allies of Sparta under harmosts and oligarchies. 

The Athenians next sent envoys round to the principal islands 
and maritime cities in the 1Egean, inviting all of them to an alli
ance on equal and honorable terms. The principles were in the 
main the same as those upon which the confederacy of Delos had 
been formed against the Persians, almost a century before. It 
was proposed that a congress of deputies should meet at Athens, 
one from each city, small as well as great, each with one vote; 
that Athens should be president, yet each individual city autono
mous; that a common fund should be raised, with a common naval 
force, through assessment imposed by this congress upon each, 
and applied as the same authority might prescribe; the general 
purpose being defined to be, maintenance of freedom and security 
from foreign aggression, to each confederate, by the common force 
of all. Care was taken to banish as much as possible those asso
ciations of tribute and subjection which rendered the recollection of 
the former Athenian empire unpopular.2 And as there were 
many Athenian citizens, who, during those times of supremacy, 
had been planted out as kleruchs or outsettlers in various depen
dencies, but had been deprived of their properties at the close of 
the war, - it was thought necessary to pass a formal decree,3 re

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 34; Xcn. de Vectigal. v, 7; Isokrates, Or. xiv, (Pla
taic.) s. 20, 23, 37; Diodor xv, 29. 

• The contribution was now called uvvm;,,, not <tiopor; sec Isokrates, De 
Pace, s'. 37-46; Plutarch, Phokion, c. 7 ; llarpokration, v. ~vvr~1r. 

Plutarch, De Fortuna. Athen. p. 351. luoij111<Pov aiirotf T~v 'EU.Ma Karfo
1'1Juav. 

3 Isokrates, Or. xiv, (Plataic.) s.4i. Kal rwv µev KT1Jµart.Jv T&v 
iJµer€pt.JV a{JT'ijv a'lrE<IT1)1'E, {Jov/,,oµevol ~V uvµµaxfov cJ(; µeyfoT1)V 
'lrot~uat, etc. 

http:iJ�er�pt.JV
http:KT1J�art.Jv
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nouncing and barring all revival of these suspended rights. It 
was farther decreed that henceforward no Athenian should on any 

Diodor. xv, 28, 29. 'E1fl11tpiuavTO oe Kat Tu> yevoµe,,ar KA1Jpovxiar 
aTrOKaTa<JTfj<Jal TOt> 7rpOTEpOV KVptol' yeyOVO<Jt, Kat voµw 
l'9evTO µ11oiva TWV 'A'9r;va[wv ywpyeiv EKTO> TT1' 'ATTtKqr. Atu oe TaVT1Jf 
Tq' t/JlAav'9pwrriar uvaKT1J<1ll,UfVOl T7)V Trapu roir "EAA1J<11V fVVOtaV, l<Jxvpor£
pav lrro1~aai•ro Tl/v lcliav ~yeµov[av. 

Isokrates and Diodorns speak loosely of this vote, in langnage which 
might make us imagine that it was one of distinct restitution, giving back 
property actually enjoyed. Bui the Athenians had never actually regained 
the outlying private property lost at the close of the war, though they had 
much desired it, and had cherished hopes that a favorable turn of circum
stances might enable them to effect the recovery. As the recovery, if 
effected, would be at the cost of those whom they were now soliciting as 
allies, the public and formal renunciation of such rights was a measure of 
much policy, and contributed greatly to appease uneasiness in the islands; 
though in point of fact nothing was given up except rights to property not 
really enjoyed. 

An Inscription has recently been discovered at Athens, recording th6 
original Athenian decree, of which the main provisions are mentioned in my 
text. It bears date in the archonship of Nausinikus. It stands, with tho 
restorations of M:. Boeckh (fortunately a portion of it has been found in 
tolerably good preservation), in the Appendix to the new edition of his 
work,.:._'' Uber die Staats-haushaltung der Athener - V crbcsscrungen und 
Nachtrage zu den drei Bandcn der Stauts-huushaltung cler Athencr," p. xx. 

,Am) oi: NaVCJ"lVlKOV upxovror; µn l~elvat µ~re lO[t;z µfire 011µoa[r;t 'A'911vatw'1' 
fl1J{}evl E)'KT~aaa'9at lv ralr; TW'P avµµaxwv xwpatr: µQre oiKtaV µ~re xwptov, 
µQre 7rptaµtv<,J, µ~re vrro'9eµiv<t>, µ~re UAA'f> Tp01r<,J µ11ffev[. 'Euv Vi Tl> i>vq
Tai 1/ 1m"ira1 1t r£>'111ral TpOIT'f> OT'f>oi!v, l~eivat r<iJ {3ovl.oµiv<t> rwv avµµaxwv 
l/>iJva1 7rpo, Tovr avvi:rlpov, TW'IJ avµµaxwv. Ol oe avveopot ur.o- -µevoL UTrO
OOVTWV [ro µev r1]µtav T<iJ tpyvavrt, TO Oe U[l.t..o KOtv]ov faTW TWJI <TVµµaxwv. 
'Euv OE Tt> (ilJ] lrrl TrOAtµ<,J fat ToVf; 1r0l1J<Jaµivovr; T~V avµµaxiav, 1J KaTu yiJv 
1t Karel '90.1.aaaav, ,Bo11'9eiv 'A-81111afovr; Kat rovr avµµaxov' TovTotr; Kat Karil 
yiJv Kat Kara l'Jal.aaaav TravTt <J'9£vet Kara TO Ovvarov. 'Euv oe Tl' ei 1r1) ii 
lm1/J1Jt/Jl<1lJ, 1t up;y;wv 1t iotWTTJ{, rrapa TOOe TO 'l/'~t/Jtaµa, Wr A.vetv Tl llti TWV lv 
r<iJoe T'iJ 1/J11tpfoµar1 elp11µevwv, vrrapxirw µf:v avT'iJ UTlf''i' elvat, Kat TU XP~µa
Ta avroii OTJf'O<Jta forw Kat rq, '9eoii TO lmoiKarov. Kai Kptvfol'Jw lv ,A.911
vafotr Kat ToZr; <JV/lfJ.UXOtr: wr; Otalcvwv Tl/v avµµaxfov. Z11µtovvrc.w oe avrop 
-iJavaT'f> 1/ tpvyfj /hrov 'AffT}vaiol Kat ol <JVµµaxol 1<paroiiat. 'Euv oe {}avaT':' 
rtµ~'9r;, µn ratp~rw lv r;_i 'ArrtK5 µ11r5e lv T!i rwv avµµuxwv. 

Thrn follows a direction, that the Secretary of the Senate of Five Hun
dred shall inscribe the decree on a column of stone, and place it by the side 
of the statue of Zeus Elcutherius ; v.ith orders· to the Treasurers of the god
dess to disburse sixty drachmas for the cost of so doing. 

It appears that there is annexed to this Inscription a list of such cities as 
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pretence hold property, either in house or land, in the territory of 
any one of the confederates ; neither by purchase, nor as security 
for money lent, nor by any other mode of acquisition. Any Athe
nian infringing this law, was rendered liable to be informed against 
before the synod; who, on proof of the fact, were to deprive him 
of the property, - half of it going to the informer, half to the 
general purposes of the confederacy. 

Such were the liberal principles of confederacy now proposed 
by Athens, - who, as a candidate for power, was straightforward 
and just, like the Herodotean Deiokes,1 - and formally ratified, 
as well by the Athenians as by the general voice of the confede
rate deputies assembled within their walls. The formal decree 
and compact of alliance was inscribed on a stone column and 
placed by the side of the statue of Zeus Eleutherius or the Liber
ator; a symbol, of enfranchisement from Sparta accomplished, as 
well as of freedom to be maintained against Persia and other ene
mies.2 Periodical meetings of the confederate deputies were pro
vided to be held (how often, we do not know) at Athens, and the 
synod was recognized as competent judge of all persons, even 
Athenian citizens, charged with treason against the confederacy. 
To give fuller security to the confederates generally, it was provi
ded in the original compact, that if any Athenian citizen should 
either speak, or put any question to the vote, in the Athenian as
sembly, contrary to the tenor of that document, - he should be 

had already joined the confederacy, together with certain other names 
added afterwards, of cities which joined subsequently. The Inscription it
self directs such list to be recorded, - el, oi: rijv 1n~'A11v ravr11v uvayparpeiv 
TWV re OVO'WV 1T"Ot.ewv uvµµa;r,iowv TU ov6µara, Kat fin• UV u'A'A11 avµµaxo• yiy
1>1/Tat. 

Unfortunately 1\1. Boeckh has not annexed this list, which, moreover, he 
states to have been preserved only in a very partial and fragmentary condi
tion. He notices only, as contained in it, the towns of Poiessa and Kore
sns in the island of Keos, -and Antissa and Eresus in Lesbos; all four as 
autonomous communities. 

Herodot. i, 96. ·o ell:, ola clij µvewµevo, upx11v, l-&v, Te Kat oiKator f;v. 
' This is the sentiment connected with Zev, 'E'Aev-&i'pwr, -Pausanias, 

the victor of Platrea, offers to Zeus Elentherius a solemn sacrifice and th~nks
giving immediately after the 'f¥ittle, in the agora of the town (Thucyd. ii, 
71 ). So the Syracusans immediately after the expulsion of the Gclonian 
dynasty (Diodor. xi, 72) -and Mreandrius at Samos {Herodot. iii, 142). 

5* 

I 
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tried before the synod for treason; and that, if found guilty, he 
might be condemned by them to the severest punishment. 

Three Athenian leaders stood prominent as commissioners in the 
first organization of the confederacy, and in the dealings with those 
numerous cities whose junction was to be won by amicable induce
ment,- Chabrias, Tin10theus son of Konon, and Kallistratus.1 

The first of the three is already known to the reader. He and 
Iphikrates were the most distinguished warriors whom Athens 
numbered among her citizens. But not having been engaged in 
any war, since the peace of Antalkidas in 387 B. c., she had had 
no need of their services ; hence both of them had been absent 
from the city during much of the last nine years, and Iphikrates 
seems still to have been absent. At the time when that peace was 
concluded, Iphikrates was serving in the Hellespont and Thrace, 
Chabrias with Evagoras in Cyprus; each having been sent thither 
by Athens at the head of a body of mercenary peltasts. Instead 
of dismissing their troops, and returning to Athens as peaceful cit
izens, it was not less agreeable to the military tastes of these gen
erals, than conducive to their importance and their profit, to keep 
together their bands, and to take foreign service. Accordingly, 
Chabrias had continued in service first in Cyprus, next with the na
tive Egyptian king Akoris. The Persians, against whom he served, 
found his hostility so inconvenient, that Pharnabazus demanded 
<>f the Athenians to recall him, on pain of the Great King's displea
sure; and requested at the same time that Iphikrates might be 
sent to aid the Persian satraps in organizing a great expedition 
against Egypt. The Athenians, to whom the goodwill of Persia was 
now of peculiar importance, complied on both points; recalled Cha
brias, who thus became disposable for the Athenian service,2 and 
despatched Iphikrates to take command along with the Persians. 

Iphikrates, since the peace of Antalkidas, had employed his pel
tasts in the service of the kings of Thrace: first of Seuthes, near 
the shores of the Propontis, whom he aided in the recovery ofcer
tain lostdominions,-nextof Kotys, whose favor he acquired, and 
whose daughter he presently married.3 Not only did he enjoy 
great scope for warlike operations and plunder, among the" butter

1 Diodor. xv, 29. 2 Diodor. xv, 29. 
8 Comel. Nepos, Iphicrates, c, 2 ; Chabrias, c. 2, 3. 
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eating Thracians,"1 _..;.but he also acquired, as dowry, a large stock 
of such produce as Thracian princes had at their disposal, together 
with a boon even more important, - a seaport village not far from 
the mouth of the Hebrus, called Drys, where he established a for
tified post, and got together a Grecian colony dependent on him
self.2 :Miltiades, Alkibiadcs, and other eminent Athenians had 
done the same thing before him; though Xenophon had refused a 
similar proposition when made to him by the earlier Seuthes.3 
Iphikrates thus became a great man in Thrace, yet by no means 
abandoning his connection with Athens, but making his position in 
·each subservient to his importance in the other. "'While he was in 
a situation to favor the projects of Athenian citizens for mercan
tile and territorial acquisitions in the Chersonese and other parts 

1 See an interesting Fragment (preserved by Athenreus, iv, p. 131) of the 
comedy called Protesilaus- by the Athenian poet Anaxandrides (Meineke, 
Cornie. Grrec. Frag. iii, p. 182). It contains a curious description of the 
wedding of Iphikrates with the daughter of Kotys in Thrace; enlivened by 
an abundant banquet and copious draughts of wine given to crowds of 
Thracians in the market· place: 

OWl"VelV 01 UV Opa(" (3ov TV po rpa ya!: 
avxµTJpOKoµar; µvpto'11"A1}{}eir;, etc., 

brazen vessels as large as wine vats, full of broth, - Kotys himself girt 
round, and serving the broth in a golden basin, then going about to taste 
all the bowls of wine and water ready mixed, until he was himself the first 
man intoxicated. Iphikrates brought from Athens several of the best 
players on the harp and flute. 

The distinction between the butter eaten, or rubbed on the skin, by the 
Thracians, and the olive-oil habitually consumed in Greece, deserves notice. 
The word avxµTJpoKoµar: seems to indicate the absence of those scente(l un
guents which, at the banquet of Greeks, would have been applied to the 
hair of the guests, giving to it a shining gloss and moisture. It nppears 
that the Lacedremonian women, however, sometimes anointed themselves 
with butter, and not with oil; see Plutarch, adv. Koloten, p. 1109 B. 

The number of warlike stratagems in Thrace, ascribed to Iphikrates by 
Polyreuus and other Tactic writers, indicates that his exploits there were 
renowned as well as long-continued. 

9 Theopomp. Fragm. l 7 5, ed. Didot; Demosth. cont. Aristokrat. p. 664. 
3 Xenoph. Anab. vii, 2, 38; vii, 51 8 ; vii, 6, 43. Xen. Hellen. i, 5, 17 ; 

Plutarch, Alkibiad. c. 36. 
See also a striking passage (in Lysias Orat. xxviii, cont. Ergokl. s. 5) 

about the advice given to Thrasybulus by a discontented fellow-citizen, to 
seize Byzantium, marry the daughter of Seuthes, and defy Athens. 
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of Thrace, - he could also lend the aid of Athenian naval and mil
itary art, not merely to princes in Thrace, but to others even be
yond those limits, - since we learn that Amyntas king of Mace
donia became so attached or indebted to him as to adopt him for 
his son.I ·when sent by the Athenians to Persia, at the request 
of Pharnabazus (about 378 B. c. apparently), Iphikrates had fair 
ground for anticipating that a career yet more lucrative was open
ing before him.2 

1 JEschines, Fals. Leg. c. 13. p. 249. 
At what time this adoption took place, we cannot distinctly make out; 

Amyntas died in 3i0 n. c., while from 3i8-3il n. c., Iphikrates seems to 
have been partly on service with the Persian satraps, partly in command of 
the Athenian fleet in the Ionian Sea (see Rehdantz, Vitre Iphicratis, etc. ch. 
4 ). Therefore, the adoption took place at some time between 387-378 n. c.; 
perhaps after the restoration of Amyntas to his maritime dominions by the 
Lacedremonian expedition against Olynthus -382-380 B. c. Amyntas 
was so weak and insecure, from the Thessalians, and other land-neighbors 
(see Demosth. cont. Aristokrat. p. 657. s. 112), that it was much to his ad
vantage to cultivate the favor of a warlike Athenian established on the 
Thracian coast, like Iphikrates. 

~ From these absences of men like Iphikrates and Chabrias, a conclusion 
has been drawn severely condemning the Athenian people. They were so 
envious and ill-tempered (it has been said), that none of their generals 
could live with comfort at Athens; all lived abroad as they could. Cor
nelius Nepos (Chahrias, c. 3) makes the remark, borrowed originally from 
Theopompus (Fr 117, ed. Didot), and transcribed by many modern com
mentators as if it were exact and literal truth - "Hoc Chabrias nnntio (i. 
e. on being recalled from Egypt, in consequence of the remonstrance of 
Pharnabazus) Athenas rediit neque ibi dintius est moratus quam fnit ne
cesse. Non enim libenter erat ante oculos civinm suorum, qnod et vivehat 
laut-0, et iudulgebat sibi liberalins, qnam ut invidiam vnlgi posset effugere. 
Est enim hoc commune vitinm in magnis liberisque civitatibus, ut invidia 
glorire comes sit, et Jibcntcr de his dctrahant, quos eminere videant altins; 
ncque animo reqno panperes alienam opulentium intuentnr fortunam. Ita
que Chabrias, quoad ci licebat, plurimnm aberat. Neque vero solns ille 
aherat Athcnis lihcnter, sed omnes fere principes feccrunt idem, qnod 
tantnm se ab invidia pntabant abfotnros, quantum a conspectu snornm 
rcccssisscnt. Itaque Conon plurimnm Cypri vixit, Iphierates in Thraci~, 
Timotheus Lesbi, Chares in Sigeo." 

That the people of Athens, among other human frailties, had their fair 
share of envy and jealousy, is not to be denied ; but that these attributes 
belonged to them in a marked or peculiar manner, cannot (in my judg
ment) be shown by any evidence extant, - and most assuredly is not shown 
by the evidence here alluded to. 
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Iphikrates being thus abroad, the Athenians joiped with Cha
brias, in the mission and measures for organizing their new confed

" Chabrias was fond of a life of enjoyment and luxurious indulgence." 
If instead of being an Athenian, he had been a Spartan, he would undoubt· 
edly have been compelled to expatriate in order to gratify this taste; for it 
was the express drift and purpose of the Spartan discipline, not to equalize 
property, but to equalize the habits, enjoyments, and personal toils, of the 
rich and poor. This is a point which the admirers of Lykurgus, - Xeno
phon and Plutarch,-attest not less clearly than Thucydides, Plato, Aris
totle, and others. If then it were considered a proof of envy and ill-temper, 
to debar rich men from spending their money in procuring enjoyments, we 
might fairly> consider the reproach as made out against Lykurgus and 
Sparta. Not so against Athens. There was no city in Greece where the 
means of luxurious and comfortable living were more abundantly exhibited 
for sale, nor where a rich man was more perfectly at liberty to purchase 
them. Of this the proofs are everywhere to be found. Even the son of this 
very Chabrias, Ktesippus, who inherited the appetite for enjoyment, with
out the greater qualities of his father, - found the means of gratifying 
his appetite so unfortunately easy at Athens, that he wasted his whole sub
stance in such expenses (Plutarch, Phokion, c. 7; Athenreus, iv, p. 165). 
And Chares was even better liked at Athens in consequence of his Jove of 
enjoyment and license, -if we are to believe another Fragment {238) of 
the same Theopompus. 

The allegation of Theopompus and Nepos, therefore, is neither true as 
matter of fact, nor sufficient, if it had been true, to sustain the hypothesis 
of a malignant Athenian public, with which they connect it. lphikrates 
and Chabrias did not stay away from Athens because they loved enjoyments 
or feared the envy of their countrymen ; but because both of them were 
large gainers by doing so, in importance, in profit, and in tastes. Both of 
them were men .ro"AeµiKot Kat qn"Aorr6"Aeµot foxani~ (to use an expression of 
Xenophon respecting the Lacedremonian Klearchus -Anab. ii, 6, I); both 
of them loved war and had great abilities for war,-qualitics quite com
patible with strong appetite for enjoyment; while neither of them had either 
taste or talent for the civil routine and debate of Athens when at peace. 
Besides, each of them was commander of a body of peltasts, through whose 
means he could obtain lucrative service as well as foreign distiYlction; so 
that we can assign a sufficient reason why both of them preferred to be ab
sent from Athens during most part of the nine years that the peace of An
talkidas continued. Afterwards, lphikrates was abroad three or four years, 
in service with the Persian satraps, by order of the Athenians ; Chabrias 
also went a long time afterwards, again on foreign service, to Egypt, at the 
same time when the Spartan king Agesilaus was there (yet without staying 
long away, since we find him going ont on command from Athens to the 
Chersonese in 359-358 B. c.- Demosth. cont. Aristokr. p. 677, s. 204); but 
neither he, nor Agesilaus, went there to escape the mischief of envious 
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eracy, two other colleagues, of whom we now hear for the :first time 
- Timotheus son of Konon, and Kallistratus the most celebrated 
orator of his time.I The abilities of Kallistratus were not military 
at all; while Timotheus and Chabrias were men of distinguished 
military merit. But in acquiring new allies and attracting depu
ties to her proposed congress, Athens stood in need of persuasive 
appeal, conciliatory dealing, and substantial fairness in all her prop
ositions, not less than of generalship. IVe are told that Timothe
us, doubtless as son of the liberator Konon, from the recollections 
of the battle of Knidus - was especially successful in procuring 
new adhesions ; and probably Kallistratus,2 going round with him 
to the different islands, contributed by his eloquence not a little to 
the same result. On their invitation, many cities entered as con-

countrymen. Demosthenes does not talk of Iphikrates as being uncom
fortable in Athens, or anxious to get out of it; see Orat. cont . .Meidiam, p. 
535, s. 83. 

.Again, as to the case of Konon and his residence in Cyprus ; it is truly 
surprising to see this fact cited as an illustration of Athenian jealousy or 
ill-temper. Konon went to Cyprus immediately after the disaster of .lEgos
potami, and remained there, or remained away from Athens, for eleven years 
( 405-393 !!· c.) until the year after his victory at Knidus. It will be recol· 
lccted that he was one of the six Athenian generals who commanded the 
fleet at .lEgospotami. That disaster, while it brought irretricvalile ruin upon 
Athens, was at the same time such as to brand with well-merited infamy the 
generals commanding. Konon was so far less guilty than his colleagues, as 
he WM in a condition to escape with eight ships when the rest were cap
tured. But he could not expect, and plainly did not expect, to be ablc'to 
show his face again in Athens, unless he could redeem the disgrace by some 
signal fresh service. He nobly paid this debt to his country, by the victory 
of Knidus in 394 n. c.; and then came back the year afterwards, to a grate
ful and honorable welcome at Athens. About a year or more after this, he 
went out again as envoy to Persia in the service of his country. He was 
there seized and imprisoned by the satrap Tiribazus, but contrived to make 
his escape, and died at Cyprus, as it would appear, about 390 B. c. Noth
ing therefore can be more unfounded than the allegation of Theopompus, 
"that Konon lived abroad at Cyprus, because he was afraid of unde
served ill-temper from the public at Athens." For what time Timotheus 
may have lived at Lesbos, we have no means of saying. But from the year 
370 n. c. down to his death, we hear of him so frequently elsewhere, in the 
service of his country, that his residence cannot have been long. 

1 .lEschines, Fals. Leg. c. 40, p. 283. 
2 The employment of the new word uvvTu~etr, instead of the unpopular 

term ~6povr, is expressly ascribed to Kallistratus, - Ilarpokration in Voce. 
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. federates.• At this time (as in the earlier confederacy of Delos) 
all who joined must have been unconstrained members. And we 
may understand the motives of their junction, when we read the 
picture drawn by Isokrates (in 380 B. c.) of the tyranny of the 
Persians on the Asiatic mainland, threatening, to absorb the neigh
boring islands. Not only was there now a new basis of imposing 
force, presented by Athens and Thebes in union - but there was 
also a wide-spread hatred of imperial Sparta, aggravated since her 
perversion of the pretended boon of autonomy, promised by the 
peace ofAntalkidas ; and the conjunction of these sentiments caused 
the Athenian missiQll of invitation to be extremely successfuL All 
the cities in Eubrea (except Histirea, at the north of the island) 
- as well as Chios, 1\Iitylene, Byzantium, and Rhodes - the three 
former of whom had continued favorably inclined to Athens ever 
since the peace of Antalkidas,2 - all entered into the confederacy. 
An Athenian fleet under Chabrias, sailing among the Cyclades 
and the other islands of the 1Egean, aided in the expulsion of the 
Lacedremonian harmosts,3 together with their devoted local oligar
chies, wherever they still subsisted; and all the cities thus libera
ted became equal members of the newly-constituted congress at 
Athens. After a certain interval, there came to be not less than 

1 Isokrates gives the number twenty-four cities (Or. xv, Permut. s. 120). So 
also Deinarchus cont. Demosthen. s. 15; cont. Philokl. s. 17. The statement 
of .2Eschines, that Timotheus brought seventy-five cities into the confederacy, 
appears large, and must probably incluue all that that g.:neral either ac
quired or captured (.2Esch. Fals. Leg. c. 24, p. 263). Though I think the 
number twenty-four probable enough, yet it is difficult to identify what 
towns they were. For Isokrates, so far as he particularizeJ, includes Samos, 
Sestos, and KrithOte, which were not acquired until many years afterwards, 
- in 366-365 B. C. 

Neither of these orators distinguish between those citie~ which Timotheus 
brought or persuaded to come into the confederacy, when it was first formed 
(among which we may reckon Eubooa, or most part or it-Plutarch, De 
Glor . .A.then. p. 351 A.)-from those others which he afterwards took by 
siege, like Samos. 

• Isokrates, Or. xiv, Plataic. s. 30. 
3 Isokrates, Or. xiv, (Plat.) s. 20. Ol µev yilp v<J" vµwv Karil Kparor IZAOV• 

rer ev'9vr µ'tv apµourov Kai oovA.eia, U'Tr1JAAay11uav, viiv l!e rov (1VVEOp/ov Kal 
riJ!.' lli.evt'tepfor µerixovutv, etc. · 

The adverb of time here used indicates about 372 B.c., about a yell.I' be
fore the battle of Leuktra. 
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seventy cities, many of them separately powerful, which sent dep
uties to it ;l an aggregate sufficient to intimidate Sparta, and even 
to flatter Athens with the hope of restoration to something like her 
former lustre. 

The first votes both of Athens herself, and of the newly-assem
bled congress, threatened war upon the largest scale. A resolution 
was passed to equip twenty thousand hop lites, five hundred horse
men, and two hundred triremes.2 Probably the insular and Ionic 
deputies promised each a certain contribution of money, but noth
ing beyond. We do not, however, know how much, - nor how 
far the engagements, large or small, were realized, - nor whether 
Athens was authorized to enforce execution against defaulters, 
or was in circumstances to act upon such iiuthority, if granted to 
her by the congress. It was in this way (as the reader will recol
lect from my fifth volume) that Athens had first rendered herself 
unpopular in the confederacy of Delos, - by enforcing the reso
lutions of the confederate synod against evasive or seceding mem
bers. It was in this way that what was at first a voluntary asso
ciation had ultimately slid into an empire by constraint. Under 
the new circumstances of 378 B. c., we may presume that the con
federates, though ardent and full of promises on first assembling 
at Athens, were even at the outset not exact, and became after
wards still less exact, in performance ; yet that Athens was forced 
to be reserved in claiming, or in exercising, the right of enforce
ment. To obtain a vote of contribution by the majority of depu
ties present, was only the first step in the process ; to obtain punc
tual payment, when the Athenian fleet was sent round for the 
purpose of collecting, - yet without incurring dangerous unpopu
larity, - was the second step, but by far the most doubtful and 
difficult. 

It must, however, be borne in mind that at this moment, when 
the confederacy was first formed, both Athens and the other cities 

1 Diodor. xv, 30 
• 	 2 Diodor. xv, 29. 

Polybius (ii, 62) states that the Athenians sent out (not merely, voted to 
send out) ten thousand hoplites, and manned one hundred triremes. 

Both these authors treat the resolution as if it were taken by the Athe
nians alone; but we must regard it in conjunction with the newly-assem
bled synod of allies. 



CENSUS OF NAUSIN1KUS. 113 

came together from a spontaneous impulse of hearty mutuality 
and cooperation. A few years afterwards, we shall find this 
changed; Athens selfish, and the confederates reluctant.I Inflamed 
as well by their position of renovated headship, as by fresh ani
mosity against Sparta, the Athenians made important efforts of 
their own, both financial and military. Equipping a fleet, which 
for the time was superior in the JEgean, they ravaged the hostile 
territory of Histirea in Eubcea, and annexed to their confederacy 
the islands of Peparethus and Skiathus. They imposed upon 
themselves also a direct'property-tax; to what amount) however, 
we do not know. 

It was on the occasion of this tax that they introduced a great 
change in the financial arrangements and constitution of the city ; 
a change conferring note upon the archonship of Nausinikus, (B. c. 
378-377). The great body of substantial Athenian citizens as 
well as metics were now classified anew for purposes of taxation. 
It will be remembered that even from the time of Solon 2 the citi
zens of Athens had been distributed into four classes, - Pentako
siomedimni, Ilippeis, Zeugitre, Thetes, - distinguished from each 
other by the amount of their respective properties. Of these So
lonian classes, the fourth, or poorest, paid no direct taxes; while 
the three former were taxed according to assessments representing 
a certain proportion of their actual property. The taxable 
property of the richest (or Pentakosiomedimni, including all at 
or above the minimum income of five hundred medimni of corn 
per annum) was entered in the tax-book at a sum equal to twelve 
times their income; that of the Hippeis (comprising all who pos
sessed between three hundred and five hundred medimni of annual 
income) at ten times their income ; that of the Zeugitre (or pos
sessors of an annual income between two hundred and three 

I Xen. De Vectigal. v, 6. OVKOVV Kal Tor', lr.d TOV uvucelv urrea,yoµdJa, 
..-ill.iv vrril rwv v11aiwrwv eKovrwv rrpoararai roii vavriKoii 
lyev6µefJa; 

In the eai-ly years of this confederacy, votive offerings of wreaths or 
crowns, in token of gratitude to Athens, were decreed by the Eubceans, as • 
well as by the general body of allies. 'These crowns were still to be seen 
thirty years afterwards at Athens, with commemorative inscriptions (De
mosthen, cont. Androtion. c. 21, p. 616; cont. Timokrat. c. 41, p. 756). 

1 For the description of the Solonian census, see Vol. III, Ch. xi, p. 117, 
of this History. 

VOL. x. Soc. 
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hundred medimni) at five times their income. A medinmus 
of corn was counted as equivalent to a drachma; which permitted 
the application of this same class-system to movable property as 
well as to land. So that, when an actual property-tax (or eisplwra) 
was imposed, it operated as an equal or proportional tax, so far as 
regarded all the member;; of the same class ; but as a graduated 
or progressive tax, upon all the members of the richer class as 
compared with those of the poorer. 

The three Solonian property-classes above named appear to 
have lasted, though probably not without modifications, down to 
the close of the Peloponnesian war; and to have been in great 
part preserved, after the renovation of the democracy in B. c. 403, 
during the archonship of Eukleides.1 Though eligibility to the 
great offices of state had before that time ceased to be dependent 
on pecuniary qualification, it was still necessary to possess some 
means of distinguishing the wealthier citizens, not merely in 
case of direct taxation being imposed, but also because the lia
bility to serve in liturgics or burdensome offices was consequent 
on a man's enrolment as possessor of more than a given minimum 
of property. It seems, therefore, that the Solonian census, in its 
main principles of classification and graduation, was retained. 
Each man's property being value.d,)1e was ranged in one of three 
or more classes according to its amount. For each of the classes, 
a fixed proportion of taxable capital to each man's property was 
assumed, and each was entered in the schedule, not for his whole 
property, but for the sum of taxable capital corresponding to his 
property, according to the proportion assumed. In the first or 
richest class, the taxable capital bore a greater ratio to the actual 
property than in the less rich ; in the second, a greater ratio than 
in the third. The sum of all these items of taxable capital, in all 
the different classes, set opposite to each man's name in the 
schedule, constituted the aggregate census of Attica ; upon which 
all direct property-tax was imposed, in equal proportion upon 
every man. 

Respecting the previous modifications in the register of taxable 
property, or the particulars of its distribution into classes, which 

1 This is Jl.f. Boeckh's opinion, seemingly correct, as far as can be made 
out on a subject very imperfectly known (Pnblic Economy of Athens, B. 
iv, ch. 5). 
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had been introduced in 403 B. c. at the archonship of Euklei
des, we have no information. Nor can we make out how large 
or how numerous were the assessments of direct property-tax, 
imposed at Athens between that archonship and the archonship 
of Nausinikus in 378 B. c. But at this latter epoch the reg
ister was again considerably modified, at the moment when Ath
ens was bracing herself up for increased exertions. A dew 
valuation was made of the property of every man pos~essing prop
erty to the amount of twenty-five mime (or twenty-five hundred 
drachmre) and upwards. Proceeding upon this valuation, every 
one was entered in the schedule for a sum of taxable capital equal 
to a given fraction of what he possessed. But this fraction was 
different in each of the different classes. How many classes there 
were, we <lo not certainly know; nor can we tell, except in refer
ence to the lowest class taxed, what sum was taken as the 
minimum for any one of them. There could hardly have been 
less, however, than three classes, and there may probably have 
been four. But respecting the first or richest class, we know that 
each man was entered in the schedule for a taxable capital equal 
to one-fifth of his estimated property ; and that possessors of 
fifteen talents were included in it. The father of Demosthenes 
died in this year, and the boy Demosthenes was returned by his 
guardians to the first class, as possessor of fifteen talents ; upon 
which his name was entered on the schedule with a taxable capital 
of three talents set against him ; being one-fifth of his actual 
property. The taxable capital of the second class was entered at 
a fraction less than one-fifth of their actual property (probably 
enough, one-sixth, the same as all the registered me tics) ; that of 
the third, at a fraction still smaller ; of the fourth (if there was a 
fourth), even smaller than the third. This last class descended 
down to the minimum of twenty-five minre, or twenty-five hun
dred drachmre; below which no account was taken.l 

1 Demosthen. cont. Aphob. i, p. 815, 816; cont. Aphob. ii, p. 836; cont. 
Aphob. de Perjur. p. 862. Compare Boeckh, Pub!. Econ. Ath. iv, 7. 

In the exposition which 11!. Boeckh gives of the new property-schedule 
introduced under the archonship of Nausinikus, he inclines to the hypothe· 
sis of four distinct Classes, thus distributed (p. 671 of the new edition of 
his Staats-haushaltung der Athener): 

l. The first class included all persons who possessed property to the value 



IDSTORY OF GR"EECE.116 

Besides the taxable capitals of the citizens, thus graduated, the 
schedule also included those of the metics or resident aliens; who 
were each enrolled (without any difference of greater or smaller 
property, above twenty-five mime) at a taxable capital equal to 
one-sixth of his actual property ; I being a proportion less than 
the richest class of citizens, and probably equal to the second class • 
in t>rder of wealth. All these items summed up amounted to five 
thousand seven hundred and fifty or six thousand talents,2 forming 
the aggregate schedule of taxable property ; that is, something 
near about six thousand talents. A property-tax was no part of 
the regular ways and means of the state. It was imposed only on 
special occasions ; and whenever it was imposed, it was assessed 
upon this schedule, - every man, rich or poor, being rated equally 
according to his taxable capital as there entered. A property-tax 
of one per cent. would thus produce sixty talents ; two per cent., 
one hundred and twenty talents, etc. It is highly probable that 
the exertions of Athens during the archonship of Nausinikus, when 
this new schedule was first prepared, may have caused a property
tax to be then imposed, but we do not know to what amount.3 

of twelve talents and upwards. They were entered on the schedule, each 
for one-fifth, or twenty per cent. of his property. 

2. The second class comprised all who possessed property to the a
mount of six talents, but below twelve talents. Each was enrolled in the 
schedule, for the amount of sixteen per cent. upon his property. 

3. The third class included all whose possessions amounted to the value 
of two talents, but did not i·each six talents. Each was entered in the 
schedule at the figure of twelve per cent. upon his property. 

4. The fourth class comprised all, from the minimum of twenty-five minro, 
but below the maximum of two talents. Each was entered in the schedule 
for the amount of eight per cent. upon his property. 

This detail rests upon no positive proof; but it serves to illustrate the 
principle of distribution, and of graduation, then adopted. 

1 Demosthen. cont. Androtion. p. 612, c. 17. ril lnilv µipor Elc;</Jipetv 
µera TW'V µtrOtK(,)V, 

2 Polybius states the former sum (ii, 62), Demosthenes the latter (De 
Symmoriis, p. 183, c. 6). Boeckh however has shown, that Polybius did 
not correctly conceive what the sum which he stated really meant. 

3 I am obliged again, upon this point, to dissent from M. Boeckh, who 
sets it down as positive matter of fact that a property-tax of five per cent~ 
amounting to three hundred talents, was imposed and levied in the archon
ship of Nausinikus (Puhl. Econ.Ath.iv, 7, 8. p. 517-521, Eng. Transl.). The 
evidence upon which this is asserted, is, a passage of Demosthenes cont. An

http:Econ.Ath.iv
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Along with this new schedule of taxable capital, a new distribu
tion of the citizens now took place into certain bodies called Sym
mories. As far as we can make out, on a very obscure subject, it 
seems that these Symmories were twenty in number, two to each 
tribe ; that each contained sixty citizens, thus making one thousand 
two hundred in all ; that these one thousand two hundred were 
the wealthiest citizens of the schedule, - containing, perhaps, the 
two first out of the four classes enrolled. Among these one thou
sand two hundred, however, the three hundred wealthiest stood 
out as a separate body; thirty from each tribe. These three 
hundred were the wealthiest men in the city, and were called 
"the leaders or chiefs of the Symmories." The three hundred 
and the twelve hundred corresponded, speaking roughly, to the 
old Solonian classes of Pentakosiomedimni and Hippeis ; of which 

drotion. (p.606. c.14). 'Yµiv rrapu rur elupopur rur arro Nav
a, v i" o v , rrap' iu(,)r rU.A.avra rpiaic6uta ~ µucpi/J rrAet(,), tA.A.etµµa rtrrapa 
Kat r5iKa lcJTt ruAavra· Oiv fora ovror (Androtion) efoirrpa;ev. Now these 
words imply,-not that a property-tax of about three hundred talents had 
been levied or called for during the archonship of Nausinikus, but-that a. 
total sum of three hundred talents, or thereabouts, had been levied (or call
ed for) by all the various property-tai.es imposed from the archonship of1Vau
sinikus down to the date of the speech. The oration was spoken about 355 B. c.; 
the archonship of Nausinikus was in 378 B. c. What the speaker affirms, 
therefore, is, that a sum of three hundred talents had been levied or called for 
by all the various property-taxes imposed between these two dates; and 
that the aggregate sum of arrears due upon all of them, at the time when 
Androtion entered upon his office, was fourteen talents. 

Taylor, indeed, in his note, thinking that the sum of three hundred tal
ents is very small, as the aggregate of all property-taxes imposed for twen
ty-three years, suggests that it might be proper to read l rr 2 NavutvtKov 
instead of a 'TC 0 NavutvtKOV ; and I presume that M. Boeckh adopts that 
reading. But it would be unsafe to found an historical assertion upon such 
a change of text, even if the existing text were more indefensible than it 
actually is. And surely the plural number rc!r eiurpopur proves that the ora
tor has in view, not the single property-tax imposed in the archonship of 
Nausinikus, hut two or more property-taxes, imposed at different times. 
Besides, An,lrotion devoted himself to the collection of outstanding arrears 
generally, in whatever year they might have accrued. He would have no 
motive to single out those which had accrued in the year 378 B. c. ; more
over, those arrears would probably have become confounded with others, 
long before 355 B. c. Demosthenes selects the year of Nausinikus as his 
initial period, because it was then that the new schedule, and a new reck
oning, began. 

http:property-tai.es
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latter class there had also been twelve hundred, at the beginning 
of the Peloponnesian war.I The liturgies, or burdensome and 
costly offices, were discharged principally by the Three Hundred, 
but partly also by the Twelve Hundred. It would seem that the 
former was a body essentially fluctuating, and that after a man 
had been in it for some time, discharging the burdens belonging to 
it, the Strategi or Generals suffered him to be mingled with the 
Twelve Hundred, and promoted one of the latter bo<ly to take his 
place in the Three Hundred. As between man and man, too, the 
Attic law always admitted the process called Antidosis, or Ex
change of Property. Any citizen who belie~ed himself to have 
been overcharged with costly liturgies, and that another citizen, 
as rich or richer than himself, had not borne his fair share,
might, if saddled with a new liturgy, require the other to under
take it in his place ; and in case of refusal, might tender to him 
an exchange of properties, under an engagement that he would 
undertake the new charge, if the property of the other were made 
over to him. 

It is to be observed, that besides the twelve hundred wealthiest 
citizens who composed the Symmories, there were a more con
siderable number of less wealthy citizens not included in them, yet 
still liable to the property-tax; persons who possessed property 
from the minimum of twenty-five min::e, up to some maximum 
that we do not know, at which point the Symmories began,
and who corresponded, speaking loosely, to the third class or 
Zeugitre of the Solonian census. The two Symmories of each 
tribe (comprising its one hundred and twenty richest members) 
superintended the property-register of each tribe, and collected the 
contributions due from its less wealthy registered members. Oc
casionally, when the state required immediate payment, the thirty 
richest men in each tribe (making up altogether the three hundred) 
advanced the whole sum of tax chargeable upon the tribe, having 
their legal remedy of enforcement against the other members for 
the recovery of the sum chargeable upon each. The richest 
citizens were thus both armed with rights and charged with duties, 

1 Respecting the Symmories, compare Boeckh, Staats-haushaltung dcr 
Athener, iv, 9, IO; Schi.imann, Antiq. Jur. Pub!. Grrocor. s. 78; Parreidt, 
De Symmoriis, p. 18 seq. . 
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such as had not belonged to them before the archonship of Nau
sinikus. By their intervention (it was supposed) the schedule 
would be kept nearer to the truth as respects the assessment on 
each individual, while the sums actually imposed would be more 
immediately forthcoming, than if the state directly interfered by 
officers of its own. Soon after, the system of the Symmories was 
extended to the trierarchy ; a change which had not at first been 
contemplated. Each Symmory had its chiefs, its curators, its 
assessors, acting under the general presidency of the Strategi. 
Twenty-five years afterwards, we also find Demosthenes (then 
about thirty years of age) recommending a still more compre
hensive application of the same principle, so that men, money, 
ships, and all the means and forces of the state, might thus be 
parcelled into distinct fractions, and consigned to distinct Sym
mories, each with known duties of limited extent for the component 
persons to perform, and each exposed not merely to legal process, 
but also to loss of esteem, in the event of non-performance. It 
will rather appear, however, that, in practice, the system of Sym
mories came to be greatly abused, and to produce pernicious effects 
never anticipated. 

At present, however, I only notice this new financial and poli
tical classification introduced in 378 B. c., as one evidence of the 
ardour with which Athens embarked in her projected war against 
Sparta. The feeling among her allies, the Thebans, was no less 
determined. The government of Leontiades and the Spartan 
garrison had left behind it so strong an antipathy, that the large 
majority of citizens, embarking heartily in the revolution against 
them, lent themselves to all the orders of Pelopidas and his col
leagues; who, on their part, had no other thought but to repel the 
common enemy. The Theban government now became probably 
democratical in form; and still more democratical in spirit, from 
the unanimous ardor pervading the whole mass. Its military 
force was put under the best training; the most fertile portion of 
the plain north of Thebes, from which the chief subsistence of the 
city came, was surrounded by a ditch and a palisade,1 to repel the 
expected Spartan invasion; and the memorable Sacred Band was 
now for the first time organized. This was a brigade of three 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 38. 
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hundred hoplites, called the Lochus, or regiment of the city, as; 
being consecrated to the defence of the Kadmeia, or acropolis.I: 
It was put under constant arms and training, at the public ex
pense, like the Thousand at Argos, of whom mention was made 
in my seventh volume.!! It consisted of youthful citizens from the 
best families, distinguished for their strength and courage amidst 
the severe trials of the palrestra in Thebes, and was marshalled in 
such manner, that each pair of neighboring soldiers were at the 
same time intimate friends; so that the whole band were thus 
kept together by ties which no dangers could sever. At first its 
destination, under Gorgi<las its commander (as we see by the 
select Three Hundred who fought in 424 B. c. at the battle of 
Delium),3 was to serve as front rank men, for the general body of. 
hoplites to follow. But from a circumstance to be mentioned pres
ently, it came to be employed by Pelopidas and Epaminondas as 
a regiment by itself, and in a charge was then found irresistible.4 

"\Ve must remark that the Thebans had always been good sol
diers, both as hoplites and as cavalry. The existing enthusiasm, 
therefore, with the more sustained training, only raised good sol
diers into much better. But Thebes was now blessed with another 
good fortune, such as had never yet befallen her. She found 
among her citizens a leader of the rarest excellence. It is now 
for the first time that Epaminondas, the son of Polymnis, begins 
to stand out in the public life of Greece. His family, poor rather 
than rich, was among the most ancient in Thebes, belonging to 

1 Plutarch. Pelopid. c. 18. 19. 
2 Hist. of Greece, Vol. VII, ch. Iv, p. 11. 
8 Diodor. xii, 70. 
These pairs of neighbors who fought side by side at Delium, were called 

Ileniochi and Parahatre, - Charioteers and Side Companions; a name bor· 
rowed from the analogy of chariot-fighting, as described in the Illiad and 
probably in many of the lost epic poems ; the charioteer being himself an 
excellent wan·ior, though occupied for the moment with other duties,
Diomedes and Sthenelus, Pandarus and 1Eneas, Patroklus and Automcdon, 
etc. " " 

~ Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. 18, 19. 
'0 avvra;r&t1r vrril 'Erraµtvwvoov lcpilr A.6;ror (Hieronymus npud Athenre· 

nm, xiii, p. 602 A.). There was a Carthaginian military division which 
bore the same title, composed of chosen and wealthy citizens, two thousand 
five hundred in number (Diodor. xvi, 80). 
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those Gentes called Sparti, whose heroic progenitors were said to 
have sprung from the dragon's teeth sown by Kadmus.l He 
seems to have been now of middle age; Pelopidas was younger, 
and of a very rich family ; yet the relations between the two were 
those of equal and intimate friendship, tested in a day of battle, 
wherein the two were ranged side by side as hoplites, and where 
Epaminondas had saved the life of his wounded friend, at the cost 
of several wounds, and the greatest possible danger, to himself.2 

Epaminondas had discharged, with punctuality, those military 
and gymnastic duties which were incumbent on every Theban 
citizen. But we are told that in the gymnasia he studied to ac
quire the maximum of activity rather than of strength; the nimble 
movements of a runner and wrestler, - not the heavy muscular
ity, purchased in part by excessive nutriment, of the Breotian 
pugilist.3 He also learned music, vocal and instrumental, and 

1 Pausan. viii, 11, 5. 
Dikrearchus, only one generation afterwards, complained that he could 

not find out the name of the mother of Epaminondas (Plutarch, AgesiL 
c. 19. 

3 Plutarch, Pelop. c. 4; Pausan. ix, 13, I. According to Plutarch, Epami
nondas had attained the age of forty years, before he became publicly known 
(De Occult. Vivendo, p. 1129 C.). 

Plutarch affirms that the battle (in which Pelopidas was desperately 
wounded, and saved by Epaminondas) took place at J\Iantinea, when they 
were fighting on the side of the Lacedremonians, under king Agesipolis, 
against the Arcadians; the Thebans being at that time friends of Sparta, 
and having sent a contingent to her aid. · 

I do not understand what battle Plutarch can here mean. The Thebans 
were never so united with Sparta as to send any contingent to her aid, after 
the capture of Athens (in 404 B. c.). Most critics think that the war refer
red to by Plutarch, is, the expedition conducted by Agesipolis against Man
tinea, whereby the city was broken up into villages -in 385 B. c.; see Mr. 
Clinton's Fasti Hcllcnici ad 385 n. c. But, in the first place, there cannot 
have been any Theban contingent then assisting Agcsipolis ; for Thebes 
was on terms unfriendly with Sparta, - and certainly was not her ally. In 
the next place, there does not seem to have been any battle, according to 
Xenophon's account. 

I therefore am disposed to question Plutarch's account, as to this alleged 
battle of l\fantinea; though I think it probable that Epaminondas may have 
saved the life of PclOpidas at some earlier conflict, before the peace of An
talkidas. 

3 Corne!. Nepos, Epamin. c. 2 ; Plutarch, Apophth. Reg. p.192 D. ; Ari
stophan. Acharn. 872. 

VOL. X. 6 
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dancing; by which, in those days, was meant, not simply the 
power of striking the lyre or blowing the flute, but all that be
longed to the graceful, expressive, and emphatic management., 
either of the voice or of the body ; rhythmical pronunciation, ex
ercised by repetition of the poets, - and disciplined movements, 
for taking part in a choric festival with becoming consonance 
amidst a crowd of citizen performers. Of such gymnastic and 
musical training, the combination of which constituted an accom
plished Grecian citizen, the former predominated at Thebes, the 
latter at Athens. 1\Ioreover, at Thebes the musical training was 
based more upon the flute (for the construction of which, excellent 
reeds grew near the Lake Kopai's); at Athens more upon the 
lyre, which admitted of vocal accompaniment by the player. The 
Athenian Alkibiadesl was heard to remark, when he threw. away 
his flute in disgust, that flute-playing was a fit occupation for the 
Thebans, since they did not know how to speak ; and in regard to 
the countrymen of Pindar2 generally, the remark was hardly less 
true than contemptuous. On this capital point, Epaminondas 
formed a splendid exception. Not only had he learnt the lyre3 
as well as the flute from the best masters, but also, dissenting 
from his brother Kapheisias and his friend Pelopidas, he mani
fested from his earliest years an ardent intellectual impulse, 
which would have been remarkable even in an Athenian. He 
sought with eagerness the conversation of the philosophers within 
his reach, among whom were the Theban Simmias and the Taren
tine Spintharus, both of them once companions of Sokrates; so 
that the stirring influence of the Sokratic method would thus find 
its way, partially and at second-hand, to the bosom of Epaminon
das. As the relations between Thebes and Athens, ever since 
the close of the Peloponnesian war, had become more and more 

Compare the citations in Athenreus, x, p. 417. The perfection o( form 
required in the runner was also different from that required in the wrestler 
(Xenoph. Memor. iii, 8, 4 ; iii, IO, 6). 

1 Plutarch, Alkib. c. 2. 
1 Pindar, Olymp. vi, 90. 

apxai:ov oveulor- Botwrtov vv, etc. 
3 Aristoxenus mentions the flute, Cicero and Cornelius Nepos the lyre 

(Aristoxen. Fr. 60, ed. Didot, ap. Athenre. iv, p. 184; Cicero, Tusc. Disp. i, 
2, 4; Cornel.Nepos, Epamin. c. 2). 
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friendly, growing at length into alliance and joint war against the 
Spartans, - we may reasonably presume that he profited by 
teachers at the latter city as well as at the former. But the per• 
son to whom he particularly devoted himself, and whom he not 
only heard as a pupil, but tended almost as a son, during the 
close of an aged life, - was a Tarentine exile, named Lysis ; a 
member of the Pythagorean brotherhood, who, from causes which 
we cannot make out, had sought shelter at Thebes, and dwelt there 
until his death.I "With him, as well as with other philosophers; 
Epaminondas discussed all the subjects of study and inquiry 
then afloat. By perseverance in this course for some years, he 
not only acquired considerable positive instruction, but also be
came practised in new and enlarged intellectual combinations; and 
was, like Perikles,2 emancipated from tliat timorous interpretation 
of nature, which rendered so many Grecian commanders the slaves 
of signs and omens. His patience as a listener, and his indiffer~ 

ence to showy talk on his own account, were so remarkable, that 
Spintharus (the father of Aristoxenus), after numerous conversa
tions with him, affirmed that he had never met with any one who 
understood more, or talked less.3 

1 Aristoxenus, Frag. 11, ed. Didot; Plutarch, De Gen. Socr. p. 583; 
Cicero, De Offic. i, 44, 155; Pausan. ix, 13, 1; JElian, V. H. iii, 17. 

The statement (said to have been given by Aristoxenus, and copied by 
Plutarch as well as by Jamblichus) that Lysis, who taught Epaminondas, 
had been one of the persons actually present in the synod of Pythagoreans 
at Kroton when Kylon burnt down the house, and ·that he with another had 
been the only persons who escaped-cannot be reconciled with chronology. 

• Compare Diodor. xv, 5Z with Plutarch, Pcrikles, c. 6, and Plutarch, De
mosthenes, c. 20. 

a Plutaxeh, De Gen. Sokrat. p. 5i6 I>. µerei/,17rj>e 1ratoeia~ dtarj>opov Kat rre
ptrrijr- (p. 585 D.) T~V upiarr1v rporj>~v tv qiiA.otrorj>ii;i-(p. 592 F.) Irriv'9a
por 0 Tapavrlvor OVIC oMyov avr(iJ (Epaminondas) uvvoiarphpar tvrav'9a 
XPOVOV, ad Oi/1l"OV /.£yet, µ71oevt 1t"OV TWV Ka.9' EaVTOV uv'9pCJrrwv evrerevxfvat, 
µfire rr/.eiova yqvCJuKovn µiire e/.arrova rj>'9eyyoµiv<tJ. Compare Corne!. 
Nepos, Epamin. c. 3-and Plutarch, De Audiend. c. 3, p. 39 F. 

"\Ve may fairly presume that this judgment of Spintharus was communi
cated by him to his son Aristoxenus, from whom l'!utarch copied it; and 
we know that Aristoxenus in his writings mentioned other particulars 
respecting Epaminondas (Athenreus,iv, p.184). We see thus that Plutarch 
had access to good sources of information respecting the latter. And as he 
had composed a life of Epaminondas (Plutarch, Agesil. c. 28), though un
fortunately it has not reached us, we may be confident that he had taken 
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Nor did such reserve proceed from any want of ready powers 
of expression. On the contrary, the eloquence of Epaminondas, 
when he entered upon his public career, was shown to be not 
merely preeminent among Thebans, but effective even against the 
best Athenian opponents.I But his disposition was essentially 
modest and unambitious, combined with a strong intellectual curi
osity and a great capacity; a rare combination amidst a race 
usually erring on the side of forwardness and self-esteem. Little 
moved by personal ambition, and never cultivating popularity by 
unworthy means, Epaminondas was still more indifferent on the 
score of money. He remained in contented poverty to the end of 
his life, not leaving enough to pay his funeral expenses, yet repu
diating not merely the corrupting propositions of foreigners, but 
also the solicitous tenders of personal friends ;2 though we are told 
that, when once serving the costly office of choregus, he permitted 
his friend Pelopidas to bear a portion of the expense.3 As he 
thus stood exempt from two of the besetting infirmities which 
most frequently misguided eminent Greek statesmen, so there was 
a third characteristic not less estimable in his moral character; 
the gentleness of his political antipathies,- his repugnance to 
harsh treatment of conquered enemies, - and his refusal to min
gle in intestine bloodshed. If ever there were men whose con
duct seemed to justify unmeasured retaliation, it was Leontiades 
and his fellow-traitors. They had opened the doors of the Kad
meia to the Spartan Phcebidas, and had put to death the Theban 
leader Ismenias. Yet Epaminondas disapproved of. the scheme 
of Pelopidas and the other exiles to assassinate them, and declined 
to take part in it; partly on prudential grounds, but partly, also, 

some pains to collect materials for the purpose, which materials would natu
rally be employed in his dramatic dialogue, "De Gcnio Socratis." This 
strengthens our confidence in the interesting statements which that dia
logue furnishes respecting the character of Epaminondas ; as well as in the 
incidental allusions interspersed among Plutarch's other writings. 

1 Cornel. Nepos, Epaminond. c. 5; Plutarch, Prrecept. Reip. Gerend. p. 
819 C. Cicero notices him as the only man with any pretensions to ora
torical talents, whom Thebes, Corinth, or Argos had ever produced (Bru
tus, c. 13, 50). 

• Plutarch (De Gen. Socr. p. 583, 584; Pelopid. c. 3 ; Fab. Max. c. 27 ; 
Compar. Alcibiad. 	and Corio!. c. 4) ; Corne!. Nepos. Epamin. c. 4. 

3 Plutarch, Aristeides, c. l ; J 11Stin, vi, 8. 
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on conscientious scruples.I None of his virtues was found so 
difficult to imitate by his subsequent admirers, as this mastery 
over the resentful and vindictive passions.2 

Before Epaminondas could have full credit for these virtues, 
however, it was necessary that he should give proof of the extra
ordinary capacities for action with which they were combined, and 
that he should achieve something to earn that exclamation of praise 
which we shall find his enemy Agesilaus afterwards pronouncing, 
on seeing him at the head of the invading Theban army near Spar
ta,-" Oh I thou man of great deeds !"3 In·the year B. c. 379, when 
the Kadmeia was emancipated, he was as yet undistinguished in 
public life, and known only to Pelopidas with his other friends; 
among whom, too, his unambitious and inquisitive disposition was a 
subject of complaint as keeping him unduly in the background.4 
But the unparalleled phenomena of that year supplied a spur which 
overruled all backwardness, and smothered all rival inclinations. 
The Thebans, having just recovered their city by an incredible 
turn of fortune, found themselves exposed single-handed to the full 

Plutarch, De Gen. Socr. P· 576 F. 'Erraµetvwvoar oe, µi/ Treli'Jwv c:i, OleTa£ 
{3i"Mwv elvat raiira µ'1 rrpU.aaetv · ei1e6rwr avrtrelvet rrpor 11 µif Tri</nnce, µ7)oe 
001etµa(et, rrapa1ea/,,ovµevor . 

. . . . 'Errd c!e ov Trei{}et rovr Tro/,,/,,ovr, aUa ravr7JV wpµfi1eaµev rifv ooov, 
EijV aVTOV ICe/,,evet rfiovoV Ka{}apov OvTa 1Ca2 UVUlrlOV f</JE<JTaVal TOll l<atpo'ir, 
µera roii oucaiov r(ii avµrfiepovrt Trpoaotaoµevov. 

Compare the same dialogue, p. 594 B.; and Cornelius Nepos, Pelopidas, 
e. 4. 

Isokrates makes a remark upon Evagoras of Salamis, which may be well 
applied to Epaminondas; that the ohjcctionable means, without which the 
former could not have got possession of the sceptre, were performed by 
others and not by him; while all the meritorious and admirable functions 
of command were reserved for Evagoras (Isokrates, Or. ix, (Evag.) s. 28). 

• See the striking statements of Plutarch and Pausanias about Phi!opce· 
men, - Kairrep 'Erraµetvwvc!ov {JovUJµevor elvat µU./,,iara (7J/,,wri/r, ro lipaarf/
piov Ka2 avverov avroii 1ca2 vTro XP7Jµurwv arra{}er laxvpwr tµtµe'iro, r(ii oe 
1rpac,> Kat {Ja{}el Ka2 </JtAavi'fpwrri,i rrapa TUI rro/,,trtKUI otarfiopar tµµivetv oV 
ovvaµevor, Ot' opyijv Ka2 </Jt/,,ovetKlaV, µii./,,/,,ov lOOKet arpaTtWTtlCi/1 ft TrQ/,,tTtKijl 
aperi/r oiKEior elvat. To the like purpose, Pausanias, viii, 49, 2; Plutarch, 
Pelopidas, c. 25; Corne!. Nepos, Epamin. c. 3 - '' patiens admirandum in 
modum." 

• Plutarch, Agesilaus, c. 32. 'SJ TOV µeya/,,orrpayµovor: avi'tpwrrov I 
' Plutarch, De Gen. Socr. p. 576 E. 'Erraµewwvoat oe, Botwrwv amivrwv 

rijJ 1r£1ratoeiiai'fat 1rpar aperifv a;twv OtarfiepttV, aµ{J/,,v( fort Km arrp6i'fvµor. 
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attack of Sparta and her extensive confederacy. Not even Athens 
had yet declared in their favor, nor had they a single other ally. 
Under such circumstances, Thebes could only be saved by the en
ergy of all her citizens, - the unambitious and philosophical as 
well as the rest. As the necessities of the case required such sim
ultaneous devotion, so the electric shock of the recent revolution 
was sufficient to awaken enthusiasm in minds much less patriotic 
than that of Epaminondas. He was among the first to join the 
victorious exiles in arms, after the contest had been transferred 
from the houses of Archias and Leontiades to the open market
place ; and he would probably have been among the first to mount 
the walls of the Kadmeia, had the Spartan harmost awaited an as
sault. Pelopidas being named Bceotarch, his friend Epaminondas 
was naturally placed among the earliest and most forward organizers 
of the necessary military resistance against the common· enemy; 
in which employment his capacities speedily became manifest. 
Though at this moment almost an unknown man, he had acquired, 
in B. c. 371, seven years afterwards, so much reputation both as 
speaker and as general, that he was chosen as the expositor of 
Theban policy at Sparta, and trusted with the conduct of the bat
tle of Leuktra, upon which the fate of Thebes hinged. Hence we 
may fairly conclude, that the well-planned and successful system 
of defence, together with the steady advance of Thebes against 
Sparta, during the intermediate years, was felt to have been in the 
main his work.I 

The turn of politics at Athens which followed the acquittal of 
Sphodrias was an unspeakable benefit to the Thebans, in second

1 Bauch, in his instructive biography of Epaminondas (Epaminondas, 
und Thebens Kampf nm die Hegemonie: Breslau, 1834, p. 26 ), seems to 
conceive that Epaminondas was never employed in any public official post 
by his countrymen, until the period immediately preceding the battle of 
Leuktra. I cannot concur in this opinion. It appears to me that he must 
have been previously employed in such posts as enabled him to show his 
military worth. For all the proceedings of 3il B. c. prove that in that year 
he actually possessed a great and established reputation, which must have 
been acquired by previous acts in a conspicuous position; and as he had no 
great family position to start from, his reputation was probably acquired 
only by slow degrees . 
.. The silence of Xenophon proves nothing in contradiction of this suppo· 
sition; for he does not mention Epaminondas even at Leuktrn. 
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ing rui well as encouraging their defence; and the Spartans, not 
unmoved at the new enemies raised up by their treatment of 
Sphodrias, thought it necessary to make some efforts on their side. 
They organized on a more systematic scale the military force of 
their confederacy, and even took some conciliatory steps with the 
view of effacing the odium of their past misrule.I The full force 
of their confederacy, - including, as a striking mark of present 
Spartan power, even the distant Olynthians,2 - was placed in mo
tion against Thebes in the course of the summer under A.gesilaus ; 
who contrived, by putting in sudden requisition a body of mercen
aries acting in the service of the Arcadian town Kleitor against its 
neighbor the Arcadian Orchomenus, to make himself master of the 
passes of Kithreron, before the Thebans and Athenians could have 
notice of his passing the Lacedremonian border.3 Then crossing 
Kithreron into Bceotia, he established his head-quarters at Thespire, 
a post already ]J.nder Spartan occupation. From thence he com
menced his attacks upon the Theban terrritory, which he found 
defended partly by a considerable length of ditch and palisade 
partly by the main force of Thebes, assisted by a division of mixed 
Athenians and mercenaries, sent from A.thens under Chabrias. 
Keeping on their own side of the palisade, the Thebans suddenly 
sent out their cavalry, and attacked A.gesilaus by surprise, occa
sioning some loss. Such sallies were frequently repeated, until, 
by a rapid march at break of day, he forced his way through an 
opening in the breastwork into their inner country, which he laid 
waste nearly to the city walls.4 The Thebans and Athenians, 
though not offering him battle on equal terms, nevertheless kept 
the field against him, taking care to hold positions advantageous 
for defence. A.gcsilaus on his side did not feel confident enough 
to attack them against such odds. Yet on one occasion he had 
made up his mind to do so; and was marching up to the charge, 
when he was daunted by the firm attitude and excellent array of 
the troops of Chabrias. They had received orders to await his 
approach, on a high and advantageous ground, without moving 
until signal should be given ; with their shields resting on the 

1 Diodor. xv, 31. 
1 Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 54; Diodor. xv, 31. 
3 Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 36-38. ' Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 41. 
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knee, and their spears protended. So imposing was their appear..; 
ance, that Agesilaus called off his troops without daring to com
plete the charge.I After a month or more of devastations on the 
lands of Thebes, and a string of desultory skirmishes in which he 
seems to have lost rather than gained, Agesilaus withdrew to 
Thespire ; the fortifications of which he strengthened, leaving 
Phoobidas with a considerable force in occupation, and then leading 
back his army to Peloponnesus. 

Phrebiclas, - the former captor of the Kadmeia, - thus sta
tioned at Thespire, carried on vigorous warfare against Thebes ; 
partly with his own Spartan division, partly with the Thespian 
hoplites, who promised him unshrinking support. His incursions 
soon brought on reprisals from the Thebans; who invaded Thes
pire, but were repulsed by Phoobidas with the loss of all their 
plunder. In the pursuit, however, hurrying incautiously forward, 
he was slain by a sudden turn of the Theban cavalry; 2 upon 
which all his troops fled, chased by the Thebans to the very gates 
of Thespire. Though the Spartans, in consequence of this misfor
tune, despatched by sea another general and division to replace 
Phoobidas, the cause of the Thebans was greatly strengthened by 
their recent victory. They pushed their success not only against 
Thespire, but ~<YUinst the other Bceotian cities, still held by local 
oligarchies in dependence on Sparta. At the same time, these. 
oligarchies were threatened by the growing strength of their own 
popular or philo-Theban citizens, who crowded in considerable 
numbers as exiles to Thebes.3 

A second expedition against Thebes, undertaken by Agesilaus 
in the ensuing summer with the main army of the confederacy, 
was neither more decisive nor more profitable than the preceding. 
Though he contrived, by a well-planned stratagem, to surprize the 

1 Diodor. xv, 32 ; Polyron. ii, 1, 2; CorncL Nepos, Chabrias, c. 1,-" ob
nixo genu scuto,"- Demosthen. cont. Leptincm, p. 479. 

The Athenian public having afterwards voted a statue to the honor of 
Chabrias, he made choice of this attitude for the design (Diodor. xv, 33). 

• Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 42-45; Diodor. xv, 33. 
3 Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 46. 'EK oi; TOVTOV 7rul.iv av TU TWV 87Jf3alc.>v uve<:-c.r 

TrVpeiTO, Kat EaTpaTeVoVTO ek 8rntrtU{;, Kal elr; Tit{; UAAU[; Tct{; 1l"f(JlOlKtOa{; 7rf>. 
Atl{;. ·o µivTOI oijµor; i~ avri:rv eh; T<L{; e~i3ar; urrq:wptt. lv 1l"UUatr; yap rair; 
1!'oA.eut ovvaureiat 1Cai'Jttur~Keuav, tiurrep tv 8~f3air; • wure /Cat ol lv railrair 
Tair; 1!'0Aeu1 ef>i}.01 rwv AaKeOal(li'Viwv f3oTJi'Jeiar; Mfovro. 

http:ef>i}.01
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Theban palisade, and lay waste the plain, he gained no serious 
victory ; and even showed, more clearly than before, his reluctance 
to engage except upon pe1fectly equal terms.I It became evident 
that the Thebans were not only strengthening their position in 
Breotia, but also acquiring practice in warfare and confidence 
against the Spartans; insomuch that Antalkidas and some other 
companions remonstrated with Agesilaus, against carrying on the 
war so as only to give improving lessons to his enemies in military 
practice, - and called upon him to strike some decisive blow. He 
quitted Breotia, however, after the summer's campaign, without 
any such step.2 In his way he appeased an intestine conflict 
which was about to break out in Thespire. Afterwards, on passing 
to l\Iegara, he experienced a strain or hurt, which grievously 
injured his sound leg, (it has been mentioned already that he was 
lame of one leg,) and induced his surgeon to open a vein in the 
limb for reducing the inflammation. ·when this was done, however, 
the blood .could not be stopped until he swooned. Having been 
conveyed home to Sparta in great suffering, he was confined to 
his couch for several months ; and he remained during a much 
longer time unfit for active command.3 

The functions of general now devolved upon the other king 
Kleombrotus, who in the next spring conducted the army of the 
confederacy to invade Breotia anew. But on this occasion, the 
Athenians and Thebans had occupied the passes of Kithreron, so 
that he was unable even to enter the country, and was obliged to 
dismiss his troops without achieving anything.4 

His inglorious retreat excited such murmurs among the allies 
when they met at Sparta, that they resolved to fit out a large 
naval force, sufficient both to intercept the supplies of imported 
corn to Athens, and to forward an invading army by sea against 
Thebes, to the Breotian port of Kreusis in the Krissrean Gulf. 
The former object was attempted first. Towards midsummer, a 
:fleet of sixty triremes, fitted out under the Spartan admiral Pollis, 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 47, 51. 
The anecdotes in Polyrenus (ii, I, 18-20), mentioning faint-heartedness 

and alarm among the allies of Agesilaus, are likely to apply (certainly in 
part) to this campaign. 

1 Diodor. xv, 33, 34; Plutarch, Agcsil. c. 26. 3 Xen. llellen. v, 4, 58. 
4 Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 59. 
VOL. x. G* !Joe. 
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WM cruising in the 1Egean ; especially round the coast of Attica, 
near 1Egina, Keos, and .Andros. The Athenians, who, since their 
recently renewed confederacy, had been undisturbed by any ene
mies at sea, found. themselves thus threatened, not merely with 
loss of power, but also with loss of trade and even famine; since 
their corn-ships from the Euxine, though safely reaching Gerres
tus (the southern extremity of Eubrea), were prevented from 
doubling Cape Sunium. Feeling severely this interruption, they 
13.tted out at Peirreus a fleet of eighty triremes,• with crews mainly 
composed of citizens ; who, under the admiral Chabrias, in a 
sharply contested action near Naxos, completely defeated the fleet 
of Pollis, and regained for Athens the mastery of the sea. Forty
nine Lacedremonian triremes were disabled or captured, eight with 
their entire crews.2 :Moreover, Chabrias might have destroyed all 
or most of the rest, had he not suspended his attack, having eigh
teen of his own ships disabled, to pick up both the living men and 
the dead bodies on board, as well as all Athenians who were swim
ming for their lives. He did this (we are told3), from distinct 

I Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 61. tvt(31111av avro~ ek rar vav>, etc. noeckh (fol
lowed by Dr. Thirlwall, Hist. Gr. ch. 38, vol. v, p. 58) connects with this 
maritime expedition an Inscription (Corp. Insc. No. 84, p. 124) recording a 
vote of gratitude, passed by the Athenian assembly in favor of Phanokri
tns, a native of Parium in the Propontis. But I think that the vote can 
hardly belong to the present expedition. The Athenians could not need to 
be informed by a native of Parium about the movements of a hostile fleet 
near .lEgina and Keos. The information given by Phanokritus must have 
related more probably, I think, to some occasion of the transit of hostile 
ships along the Hellespont, which a native of Parium would be the likely 
person first to discover and communicate. 

• Diodor. xv, 35; Demosthen. cont. Leptin. c. 17, p. 480. 
I give the number of prize-ships taken in this action, as stated by Demos

thenes; in preference to Diodorus, who mentions a smaller number. The 
orator, in enumerating the exploits of Chabrias in this oration, not only 
speaks from a written memorandum in his hand, which he afterwards causes 
to be read by the clerk, - but also seems exact and special as to numbers, 
so as to inspire greater confidence than usual. 

3 Diodor. xv, 35. Chabrias arrfo;rero rravre~.ei, rov OU,Jyµov, avaµv17rr&dr 
Tiir tv 'Apytvofoatr vavµa;riar, tv ii rovr Vl/C~11avrar !1Tpar11yov~ 0 oiiµor avri 
µeya'A111; eilepye11iar ~avarc,i rrepit/3a'Ae1•, alria11aµevor oTt Tovr re
Te'A EV 1'1) IC orar Ka 7' a Ti/V V avµ a,tta V OV IC l~ a1/J a V' ev'Aaf3f/~1/ 
ovv (see Wesseling and Stephens's note) µ'1 rrore riir rrep111ra11e1,J( oµoiar 
yevoµev1)f ICl1JOVVEVa1) rra&eiv rraparr'A'111ta. !ltorrep U1l"OU1'Uf TOV .It• 

http:rravre~.ei
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recollection of the fierce displeasure of the people against the vic
torious generals after the battle of Arginusre. And we may thus 
see, that though the proceedings on that memorable occasion were 
stained both by illegality and by violence, they produced a salu
tary effect upon the public conduct of subsequent commanders. 
Many a brave Athenian (the crews consisting principally of citi
zens) owed his life, after the battle of .Naxos, to the terrible lesson 
administered by the people to their generals in 406 B. c., thirty 
years before. 

This was the first great victory (in September, 376 B. c.1) which 
the Athenians had gained at sea since the Peloponnesian war ; and 
while it thus filled them with joy and confidence, it led to a ma
terial enlargement of their maritime confederacy. The fleet of 
Chabrias, - of which a squadron was detached under the orders 
of Phokion, a young Athenian now distinguishing himself for the 
first time and often hereafter to be mentioned,- sailed victorious 
round the .lEgean, made prize of twenty other triremes in single 
ships, brought in three thousand prisoners with one hundred and 
ten talents in money, and annexed seventeen new cities to the 
confederacy, as sending deputies to the synod and furnishing con
tributions. The discreet and conciliatory behavior of Phokion, 
especially obtained much favor among the islanders, and de
termined several new adhesions to Athens.'l To the inhabitants 

WICEtV, aveA.€yeTO TWV 7rOAtTWV TOVC otav1);roµevovc, Ka2 
TOVC µev lTt ;wvTac Oteuc.iue, Tove oe TeTeAeVT1JICOTac 
Hf a"' ev. El oe µ7/ rrept TaVT1JV tyiveTO TTJV lrriµtAetav, pr;ioic.ic UV urravra 
TOV 7rOAeµic.iv UTOAOV otirp-&etpe. 

This passage illustrates what I remarked in my preceding volume (Vol. 
VIII, Ch. lxiv, p. 1i5 ). respecting the battle of Arginusre and the proceed
ings at Athens afterwards. I noticed that Diodorus incorrectly represented 
the excitement at Athens against the generals as arising from their having 
neglected to pick up the bodies of the slain warriors for burial, - and that 
he omitted the more important fact, that they left many living and wounded 
warriors to perish. 

It is curious, that in the first of the two sentences above cited, Diodorns 
repeats his erroneous affirmation about the battle of Arginusre; while in the 
second sentence he corrects the error, telling us that Chabrias, profiting by 
the warning, took care to pick up the living men on the wrecks and in the 
water, as well as the dead bodies. 

1 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 6; Plutarch, Camillus, c. 19. 
' Demosthen. cont. Leptin. p. 480; Plutarch, Phokion, c. 7. 

http:7rOAe�ic.iv
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of Abdera in Thrace, Chabrias rendered an inestimable service, 
by aiding them to repulse a barbarous horde of Triballi, who quit
ting their abode from famine, had poured upon the sea-coast, de
feating the Abderites and plundering their territory. The citizens, 
grateful for a force left to defend their town, willingly allied them
selves with Athens, whose confederacy thus extended itself to the 
coast of Thrace.I 

Having prosperously enlarged their confederacy to the east of 
l'eloponnesus, the Athenians began to aim at the acquisition of 
new allies in the west. The fleet of sixty triremes, which had re
cently served under Chabrias, was sent, under the command of 
Timotheus, the son of Konon, to circumnavigate Peloponnesus 
and alarm the coast of Laconia ; partly at the instance of the 
Thebans, who were cager to keep the naval force of Sparta occu
pied, so as to prevent her from conveying troops across the Kris
srean Gulf from Corinth to the Bceotian port of Kreusis.2 This 
Periplus of Peloponnesus,-the :first which the fleet of Athens 
had attempted since her humiliation at .lEgospotami, - coupled 
with the ensuing successes, was long remembered by the coun
trymen of Timotheus. His large force, just dealing, and con
ciliatory professions, won new and valuable allies. Not only 
Kephallenia, but tlie still more important island of Korkyra, 
voluntarily accepted his propositions ; and as he took care to 
avoid all violence or interference with the political constitution, 
his popularity all around augmented every day. Alketas, prince 
of the J\Iolossi,- the Chaonians with other Epirotic tribes, - and 
the Akarnanians on the coast,- all embraced his alliance.3 W"hile 
near Alyzia and Leukas on this coast, he was assailed by the 
Peloponnesian ships under Nikolochus, rather inferior in number 
to his fleet. Ile defeated them, and being shortly afterwards 
reinforced by other triremes from Korkyra, he became so superior 
in those waters, that the hostile fleet did not dare to show itself: 
Having received only thirteen talents on quitting Athens, we are 
told that he had great difficulty in paying his fleet; that he pro
cured an advance of money, from each of the sixty trierarchs in 
his fleet, of seven mime towards the pay of their respective ships ; 

1 Diodor. xv, 36. He states, by mistake, that Chabrias was afterwards 
assassinated at Abdera. 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 62. 3 Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 64; Diodor. xv, 36. 
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and that he also sent home requests for large remittances from the 
public treasury; 1 measures which go to bear out that honorable 
repugnance to the plunder of friends or neutrals, and care to avoid 
even the suspicion of plunder, which his panegyrist Isokrates 
ascribes to him.2 This was a feature unhappily rare among the 
Grecian generals on both sides, and tending to become still rarer, 
from the increased employment of mercenary bands. 

The demands of Timotheus on the treasury of Athens were not 
favorably received. Though her naval position was now more 
brilliant and commanding than it had been since the battle of 
.lEgospotami, - though no Lacedremonian fleet showed itself to 
disturb her in the JEgean,3 - yet the cost of the war began to be 
seriously felt. Privateers from the neighboring island of JEgina 
annoyed her commerce, requiring a perpetual coast-guard; while 
the contributions from the deputies to the confederate synod were 
not sufficient to dispense with the necessity of a heavy direct 
property tax at home.4 

In this synod the Thebans, as members of the confederacy, 
were represented.5 Application was made to them to contribute 
towards the cost of the naval war; the rather, as it was partly at 
their instance that the fleet had been sent round to the Ionian 
Sea. But the Thebans declined compliance,6 nor were they 

1 Xen. llellen. v, 4, 66; Isokrates, De Permutat. s. 116; Cornelius Ne
pos, Timotheus, c. 2. 

The advance of seven mime respectively, obtained by Timotheus from 
the sixty trierarchs under his command, is mentioned by Demosthenes 
cont. Timotheum ( c. 3, p. 1187 ). I agree with M. Boeckh (Public Economy 
of Athens, ii, 24, p. 294} in referring this advance to his expedition to Kor
kyra and other places in the Ionhm Sea in 375-.374 n.c.; not to his subse
quent expedition of 373 B. c., to which Rehdantz, Lachmann, Schlosser, 
and others would refer it (Vitre Iphicratis, etc. p. 89). In the second expe
dition, it does not appear that he ever had really sixty triremes, or sixty 
trierarchs, under him. Xenophon (Hellen. v, 4, 63) tells us that the fleet sent 
with Timotheus to Korkyra consisted of sixty ships; which is the exact 
number of trierarchs named by Demosthenes. 

' Isokrates, Orat. De Permutat. s. 128, 131, 135. 
a Isokrates, De Pcrmutat. s. 117; Corne!. Nepos, Timoth. c. 2. 
• Xen. Hellen. >i, 2, 1. 

& See Isokrates, Or. xiv, (Plataic.) s. 21, 23, 37. 

8 Xen. Hellen. vi, 2, 1. Ol o' 'A-&11vaiot, av~avoµevOV( µ';;v opiWTEf cliu 


u'/iii.r TOVf 811/3aiovr, xpfiµara O' ov <IVfl{3a/../..oµivovr elr TO vavTLKov, avrol o' 
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probably in any condition to furnish pecuniary aid. Their refusal 
occasioned much displeasure at Athens, embittered by jealousy at 
the strides which they had been making during the two last years, 
partly through the indirect effect of the naval successes of Athens. 
At the end of the year 377 B. c., after the two successive invasions 
of Agesilaus, the ruin of two home crops had so straitened the 
Thebans, that they were forced to import corn from Pagasre in 
Thessaly; in which enterprise their ships and seamen were at 
first captured by the Lacedremonian harmost at Oreus in Eubcea, 
Alketas. His negligence, however, soon led not only to an out
break of their seamen who had been taken prisoners, but also to 
the revolt of the town from Sparta, so that the communication of 
Thebes with Pegasre became quite unimpeded. For the two 
succeeding years, there had been no Spartan invasion of Bceotia ; 
since, in 37 6 B. c., Kleombrotus could not surmount the heights 
of Kithreron, - while in 37 5 B. c., the attention of Sparta had 
been occupied by the naval operations of Timotheus in the Ionian 
Sea. During these two years, the Thebans had exerted them
selves vigorou~y against the neighboring cities of Bceotia, in most 
of which a strong party, if' not the majority of the population, was 
favorable to them, though the government was in the hands of the 
philo-Spartan oligarchy, seconded by Spartan harmosts and gar
rison.I We hear of one victory gained by the Theban cavalry 
near Platrea, under Charon ; and of another near Tanagra, in 
which Panthoides, the Lacedremonian harmost in that town, wa8 
slain.2 

But the most important of all their successes was that of Pelo
pidas near Tegyra. That commander, hearing that the Spartan 
harmost, with his two (morm or) divisions in garrison at Orcho~ 
menus, had gone away on an excursion into the Lokrian territory, 
made a dash from Thebes with the Sacred Band and a few cavalry, 
to surprise the place. It was the season in which the waters of. 
the Lake Kopiiis were at the fullest, so that he was obliged to take 
a wide circuit to the north-west, and to pass by Tegyra, on the 
road between Orchomenus and the Opuntian Lokris. On arriving 

U1COKVat6µevot Kat xp71µaT{,)V eiu</>opair Kat A7JUTelatr l~ Alyiv71r, Kat q.vAaKair 
Ti/( xwpar, E7rn%µ71uav 7raVuau&at Toii 7roAiµov. 

1 Xen. Ilcllcn. v, 4, 46-55. • Plutarch, Pclopidas, c. 15-25. 
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BATTLE OF TEGYRA. 

near Orchomenus, he ascertained that there were still some Lace
dremonians in the town, and that no surprise could be effected ; 
upon which he retraced his steps. But on reaching Tegyra, he 
fell in with the Lacedremonian commanders, Gorgoleon and Theo
pompus, returning with their troops from the Lokrian excursion. 
As his numbers were inferior to theirs by half, they rejoiced in the 
encounter ; while the troops of Pelopidas were at first dismayed, 
and required all his encouragement to work them up. But in the 
fight that ensued, closely and obstinately contested in a narrow 
pass, the strength, valor, and compact charge of the Sacred Band 
proved irresistible. The two Lacedremonian commanders were 
both slain ; their troops opened, to allow the Thebans an undis
turbed retreat ; but Pelopidas, disdaining this opportunity, per
sisted in the combat until all his enemies dispersed and fled. The 
neighborhood of Orchomenus forbade any long pursuit, so that 
Pelopidas could only erect his trophy, and strip the dead, before 
returning to Thebes.I 

This combat, in which the Lacedremonians were for the first 
time beaten in fair field by numbers inferior to their own, produced 
a strong sensation in the minds of both the contending parties. 
The confidence of the Thebans, as well as their exertion, was 
redoubled; so that by the year 37 4 B. c., they had cleared Boootia 
of the Lacedremonians, as well as of the local oligarchies which 
sustained them ; persuading or constraining the cities again to 
come into union with Thebes, and reviving the Boootian confed
eracy. Haliartus, Koroneia, Lebadeia, Tanagra, Thespim, Platrea, 
and the rest, thus became again Bmotian ; ~ leaving out Orcho
menus alone, (with its dependency Chreroneia,) which was on the 
borders of Phokis, and still continued under Lacedremonian occu
pation. In most of these cities, the party friendly to Thebes was 

1 Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. 17; Diodor. xv, 37. 
Xenophon does not mention the combat at Tegyra. Diodorus mentions, 

what is evidently this battle, near Orchomenus; but he docs not name Te
gyra. 

Kallisthenes seems to have described the battle of Tegyra, and to have 
given various particulars respecting the religious legends connected with 
that spot (Kallisthcnes, Fragm. 3, ed. Didot, ap. Stephan. Byz. v, Teyvpa). 

1 That the Thebans thus became again presidents of all Bceotia, and re
vived the Bmotian confederacy, - is clearly stated by Xenophon, Hellen. v, 
4, 63; vi, I, I. 
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numerous, and the change, on the whole, popular ; though in some 
the prevailing sentiment was such, that adherence was only ob
tained by intimidation. The change here made by Thebes, was 
not to absorb these cities into herself, but to bring them back to 
the old federative system of Breotia; a policy which she had 
publicly proclaimed on surprising Platea in 431 B. c.1 While 
resuming her own ancient rights and privileges as head of the 
Breotian federation, she at the same time guaranteed to the other 
cities, - by convention, probably express, but certainly implied, 
their ancient rights, their security, and their qualified autonomy, 
as members ; the system which had existed down to the peace of 
Antalkidas. 

The position of the Thebans was materially improved by this 
reconquest or reconfederation of Breotia. Becoming masters of 
Kreusis, the port of Thespire,2 they fortified it, and built some 
triremes to repel any invasion from Peloponnesus by sea across 
the Krissrean Gulf. Feeling thus secure against invasion, they 
began to retaliate upon their neighbors and enemies the Phokians; 
allies of Sparta, and auxiliaries in the recent attacks on Thebes, 
yet also, from ancient times, on friendly terms with Athens.3 So 
hard pressed were the Phokians, -especially as Jason of Phera.i 
in Thessaly was at the same time their bitter enemy,4 - that 
unless assisted, they would have been compelled to submit to the 
Thebans, and along with them Orchomenus, including the Lace
dremonian garrison then occupying it; while the treasures of the 
Delphian Temple would also have been laid open, in case the 
Thebans should think fit to seize them. Intimation being sent by 

1 Thucyd. ii, 2. 'Avei'rrev oK~pv; (the Theban herald after the Theban 
troops had penetrated by night into the middle of Platre) e! Tt(; {3ov'1.eTat 
Ka Ta Ta 11:uTpta Ti:iv 11:uvT<.JV Bot<.JTi:iv ;vµµaxeiv, TWeui'>ai 11:ap' 
avToilr: Ta 011:'1.a, voµil;ovTer; u'/Jiui {)(,uJiwr: TOVT<iJ T(iJ Tpo11:<iJ 11:poux"'p~uetv T~v 
11:6'1.tv. 

Compare the language of the Thebans about Ta 11:uTpta Ti:iv Bot<.JTi:iv (iii, 
61, 65, 66). The description which the Thebans give of their own profes
sions and views, when they attacked Platro in 431 B. c., may be taken as fair 
analogy to judge of their professions and views towards the recovered Bmo· 
tian towns in 376-375 B. c. 

2 Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 3; Compare Diodor. xv, 53. 
3 Diodor. xv, 31; Xen. Hellen. vi, 3, 1 ; iii, 5, 21. 
• Xen. Hellen. ,.i, 4, 21-27. 

http:11:6'1.tv
http:11:uvT<.JV
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the Phokians to Sparta, King Kleombrotus was sent to their aid, 
by sea across the Gulf, with four Lacedremonian divisions of 
troops, and an auxiliary body of allies.I This reinforcement, com
pelling the Thebans to retire, placed both Phokis and Orchomenus 
in safety. ·while Sparta thus sustained them, even Athens looked 
upon the Phokian cause with sympathy. 'Vhen she saw that the 
Thebans had passed from the defensive to the offensive, - partly 
by her help, yet nevertheless refusing to contribute to the cost of 
her navy, - her ancient jealousy of them became again so power
ful, that she sent envoys to Sparta, to propose terms of peace. 
"\Vhat these terms were, we are not told ; nor does it appear that 
the Thebans even received notice of the proceeding. But the 
peace was accepted at Sparta, and two of the Athenian envoys 
were despatched at once from thence, without even going home, 
to Korkyra, for the purpose of notifying the peace to Timotheus, 
and ordering him 'forthwith to conduct his fleet back to Athens.2 

This proposition of the Athenians, made seemingly in a moment 
of impetuous dissatisfaction, was made to the advantage of Sparta, 

• Xen. Hellen. vi, I, I ; vi, 21. 
This expedition of Kleombrotus to Phokis is placed by Mr. Fynes Clin

ton in 375 B. c. (Fast. He!. ad 375 B. c .). To me it seems to belong rather 
to 374 B. c. It was not undertaken until the Thebans had reconquered all 
the Bceotian cities (Xen. Hell. vi, I, I); and this operation seems to have 
occupied them all the two years,-376 and 375 B. c. See v, 4, 63, where 
the words ovr' tv ifJ Ttµoi'Jeoi; 1repthrA.cvae must be understood to include, 
not simply the time which Timotheus took in actually circumnavigating Pelo· 
ponnesus, but the year which he spent afterwards in the Ionian Sea, and 
the time which he occupied in performing his exploits near Korkyra, Leu
kas, and the neighborhood generally. The "Pcriplus" for which Timo· 
thens was afterwards honored at Athens (see .iEschines cont. Ktesiphont. c. 
90, p. 458) meant the exploits perfonned by him during the year and with 
the fleet of the "Periplus." 

It is worth notice that the Pythian games were celebrated in this year 
:Ji4 ll. C.,- hrt :Sc.iKpartOOV upxovrot;; that is, in the first quarter Of that 
nrchon, or the third Olympic year; about the beginning of August, Cha
brias won a prize at these games with a chariot and four; in celebration of 
which, he afterwards gave a splendid banquet at the point of sea-shore called 
Kolias, near Athens (Demosthen. cont. Nereram. c. 11, p. 1356). 

• Xen. Hellen. vi, 2, I, 2. 
Kallias seems to ha,·e been one of the Athenian en>oys (Xen. Hellen. vi, 

3,4). 
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and served somewhat to countervail a mortifying revelation which 
had reached the Spartans a little before from a different quarter. 

Polydamas, an eminent citizen of Pharsalus in Thessaly, came 
to Sparta to ask for aid. He had long been on terms of hospitality 
with the Lacedremonians; while Pharsalus had not merely been 
in alliance with them, but was for some time occupied by one of 
their garrisons.I In the usual state of Thessaly, the great cities 
Larissa, Pherre, Pharsalus, and others, each holding some smaller 

- cities in a state of dependent alliance, were in disagreement with 
each other, - often even in actual war. It was rare that they 
could be brought to concur in a common vote for the election of a 
supreme chief or Tagus. At his own city of Pharsalus, Polydamas 
was now in the ascendant, enjoying the confidence of all the great 
family factions who usually contended for predominance; to such 
a degree, indeed, that he was entrusted with the custody of the 
citadel and the entire management of the revenues, receipts as 
well as disbursements. Being a wealthy man, "hospitable and 
ostentatious in the Thessalian fashion," he advanced money from 
his own purse to the treasury whenever it was low, and repaid 
himself when public fundil came in.2 

But a greater man than Polydamas had now arisen in Thes
saly, -Jason, despot of Pherre; whose formidable power, threat
ening the independence of Pharsalus, he now came to Sparta to 
denounce. Though the force of Jason can hardly have been very 
considerable when the Spartans passed through Thessaly, six 
years before, in their repeated expeditions against Olynthus, he 
was now not only despot of Pherre, but master of nearly all the 
Thessalian cities (as Lykophron of Pherre had partially succeeded 
in becoming thirty years before ),3 as well as of a large area of 

' Diodor. xiv, 82. 
1 Xen. Hellen. vi, I, 3. Kai orrore µev tvoe~' e171, Trap' fovroii 7rpocrerWei • 

!'more of: 7rtptyevut7'0 TfK 7rporrooov, U'TrtAauSavev. fiv of: /(al UAA<.J' </>tAO~ev6, 
Te Kat µeyaAo7rpt7r~r rov 8erral.tKOV rp67rov. 

Such loose dealing of the Thessalians with their public revenues helps us 
to understand how Philip of Macedon aftenvards got into his hands the 
management of their harbors and customs-duties (Demosthen. Olynth. i, p. 
15; ii, p. 20). It forms a striking contrast with the exactness of the Athe
nian people about their public receipts and disbursements, as testified in the 
inscriptions yet remaining. 

a Xen. Hellen. ii, 3, 4. 
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tributary circumjacent ten·itory. The great instrument of his 
dominion was, a standing and well-appointed force of six thousand 
mercenary troops, from all parts of Greece. He possessed all the 
personal qualities requisite for conducting soldiers with the great
est effect. His bodily strength was great; his activity indefatiga
ble ; his self-command, both as to hardship and as to temptation, 
alike conspicuous. Always personally sharing both in the drill 
and in the gymnastics of the soldiers, and encouraging military 
merits with the utmost munificence, he had not only disciplined 
them, but inspired them with extreme warlike ardor and devotion 
to his person. Several of the neighboring tribes, together with 
Alketas, prince of the l\Iolossi in Epirus, had been reduced to the 
footing of his dependent allies. l\Ioreover, he had akeady de
feated the Pharsalians, and stripped them of many of the towns 
w.hich had once been connected with them, so that it only remained 
for him now to carry his arms against their city. But Jason was 
prudent, as well as daring. Though certain of success, he wished 
to avoid the odium of employing force, and the danger of having 
malcontents for subjects. Ile therefore proposed to Polydamas, in 
a private interview, that he (Polydamas) should bring Pharsalus 
under Jason's dominion, accepting for himself the second place in 
Thessaly, under Jason installed as Tagus or president. The whole 
force of Thessaly thus united, with its array of tributary nations 
around, would be decidedly the first power in Greece, superior on 
land either to Sparta or Thebes, and at sea to Athens. And as 
to the Persian king, with his multitudes of umrnrlike slaves, Jason 
regarded him as an enemy yet easier to overthrow; considering 
what had been achieved first by the Cyreians, and afterwards by 
Agesilaus. 

Such were the propositions, and such the ambitious hopes, which 
the energetic despot of Pherre had laid before Polydamas; who 
replied, that he himself had long been allied with Sparta, and 
that he could take no resolution hostile to her interests. " Go to 

The story (told in Plutarch, De Gen. Socrat. p. 583 F.) of Jason sending 
a large sum of money to Thebes, at some period anterior to the recapture 
of the Kadmeia, for the purpose of corrupting Epaminondas, -appears 
not entitled to credit. Before that time, Epaminondas was too little known 
to be worth corrupting; moreover, Jason did not become tagus of Thessaly 
until long after the recapture of the Kadmeia (Xen. Hellen. vi, 1, 18, 19). 
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Sparta, then (rejoined Jason), and give notice there, that I intend 
to attack Pharsalus, and that it is for them to afford you protec
tion. If they cannot comply with the demand, you will be un
faithful to the interests of your city if you do not embrace my 
offers." It was on this mission that Polydamas was now come to 
Sparta, to announce that unless aid could be sent to him, he should 
be compelled unwillinglJ. to sever himself from her. " Recollect 
(he concluded) that the enemy against whom you will have to 
contend is formidable in every way, both from personal qualities 
and from power; so that nothing short of a first-rate force and 
commander will suffice. Consider, and tell me what you can do." 

The Spartans, having deliberated on the point, returned a reply 
in the negative. Already a large force had been sent under 
Kleombrotus as essential to the defence of Phokis ; moreover, the 
Athenians were now the stronger power at sea. Lastly, Jason 
had hitherto lent no active assistance to Thebes and Athens 
-which he would assuredly be provoked to do, if a Spartan army 
interfered against him in Thessaly. Accordingly the ephors told 
Polydamas plainly, that they were unable to satisfy his demands, 
recommending him to make the best terms that he could, both for 
Pharsalus and for himself. Returning to Thessaly, he resumed 
his negotiation with Jason, and promised substantial compliance 
with what was required. But he entreated to be spared the dis
honor of admitting a foreign garrison into the citadel which had 
been confidentially entrusted to his care ; engaging at the same time 
to bring his fellow-citizens into voluntary union with Jason, and ten
dering his two sons as hostages for faithful performance. All this 
was actually brought to pass. The politics of the Pharsalians were 
gently brought round, so that Jason, by their votes as well as the 
rest, was unanimously elected Tagus of Thessaly.• 

The dismissal of Polydamas implied a mortifying confession of 
weakness on the part of Sparta. It marks, too, an important stage 
in the real decline of her power. Eight years before, at the in
stance of the Akanthi::in envoys, backed by the l\Iacedonian 
Amyntas, she had sent three powerful armies in succession to 

1 See the interesting account of this mission, and the speech of Polyda· 
mas, which I have been compelled greatly to abridge (in Xen. Hellen. vi, I, 
4-18). 
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crush the liberal and promising confederacy of Olynthus, and to 
re-transfer the Grecian cities on the sea-coast to the Maeedonian 
crown. The region to which her armies had been sent, was the 
extreme verge of Ilellas. The parties in whose favor she acted, 
had scarcely the shaUow of a claim, as friends or allies; while 
those against whom she acted, had neither done nor threatened 
any wrong to her: moreover, the main ground on which her in
terference was invoked, was to hinder the free and equal confed
eration of Grecian cities. Now, a claim, and a strong claim, is 
made upon her by Polydamas of Pharsalus, an old friend and 
ally. It comes from a region much less distant; lastly, her poli
tical interest would naturally bid her arrest the menacing increase 
of an aggressive power already so formidable as that of Jason. 
Yet so seriously has the position of Sparta altered in the last eight 
years (382-374 B. c.), that she is now compelled to decline a de
mand which justice, sympathy, and political policy alike prompted 
her to grant. So unfortunate was it for the Olynthian confeder
acy, that their honorable and well-combined aspirations fell exactly 
during those few years in which Sparta was at her maximum of 
power! So unfortunate was such coincidence of time, not only 
for Olynthus, but for Greece generally: - since nothing but Spar
tan interference restored the :Macedonian kings to the sea-coast, 
while the Olynthian confederacy, had it been allowed to expand, 
might probably have confined them to the interior, and averted 
the death-blow which came upon Grecian freedom in the next 
generation from their hands. 

The Lacedremonians found some compensation for their reluc
tant abandonment of Polydamas, in the pacific propositions from 
Athens which liberated them from one of their chief enemies. 
But the peace thus concluded was scarcely even brought to execu
tion. Timotheus, being ordered home from Korkyra, obeyed and 
set sail with his fleet. He had ser'iiing along with him some ex
iles from Zakynthus ; and as he passed by that island in his home
ward voy.age, he disembarked these exiles upon it, aiding them in 
establishing a fortified post. Against this proceeding the Zakyn
thian government laid complaints at Sparta, where it was so deeply 
resented, that redress having been in vain demanded at Athens, 
the peace was at once broken off, and war again declared. A 
Lacedremonian squadron of twenty-five sail was despatched to 
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assist the Zakynthians,1 while plans were formed for the acquisi
tion of the more important island of Korkyra. The :fleet of 
Timotheus having now been removed home, a malcontent Korky
rrean party formed a conspiracy to introduce the Lacedremonians 
as friends, and betray the island to them. A Lacedremonian fleet 
of twenty-two triremes accordingly sailed thither, under color of a 
voyage to Sicily. But the Korkyrrean government, having de
tected the plot, refused to receive them, took precautions for 
defence, and sent envoys to Athens to entreat assistance. 

The Lacedremonians now resolved to attack Korkyra openly, 
with the full naval force of their confederacy. By the joint efforts 
of Sparta, Corinth, Leukas, Ambrakia, Elis, Zakynthus, Achaia, 
Epidaurus, Trrezen, Hermione, and Halieis, - strengthened by 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 2, 3 ; Diodor. xv, 45. 
The statements of Diodorus are not clear in themselves ; besides that on 

some points, though not in the main, they contradict Xenophon. Diodorus 
states that those exiles whom Timotheus brought back to Zakynthus, were 
the philo-Spartan leaders, who had been recently expelled for their misrule 
under the empire of Sparta. This statement must doubtless be incorrect. 
The exiles whom Timotheus restored must have belonged to the anti-Spar· 
tan party in the island. 

But Diodorus appears to me to have got into confusion by representing 
that universal and turbulent reaction against the philo-Spartan oligarchies, 
which really did not take place until after the battle of Leuktra- as if it 
had taken place some three years earlier. The events recounted in Diodor. 
:xv, 40, seem to me to belong to a period afler the battle of Leuktra. 

Diodorus also seems to have made a mistake in saying that the Athe
nians sent Ktesildes as auxiliary commander to Zakynthus (xv, 46); whereas 
this very commander is announced by himself in the next chapter (as well 
as by Xenophon, who calls him Stesikles) as sent to Korkyra (Hellen. v, 
2, IO). 

I conceive Diodorus to have inadvertently mentioned this Athenian ex
pedition under StesiklCs or Ktesikles, twice over; once as '!lerit to Zakyn
thus - then again, as sent to Korkyra. The latter is the truth. No Athe
nian expedition at all appears on this occasion to have gone to Zakynthus; 
for Xenophon enumerates the Zakynthians among those who helped to fit 
out.the fleet of Mnasippus (v, 2, 3). 

On the other hand, I see no reason for calling in question the reality of 
the two Lacedremonian expeditions, in the last half of 374 B. c. -one under 
Aristokrates to Zakynthus, the other under Alkidas to Korkyra-which 
Diodorus mentions (Diod. xv, 45, 46). It is true that Xenophon does not 
notice either of them; but they are noway inconsistent with the facts which 
he does state. 
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pecuniary payments from other confederates, who preferred com
muting their obligation to serve beyond sea,- a fleet of sixty 
triremes and a body of one thousand five hundred mercenary hop
lites were assembled; besides some Lacedremonians, probably 
Helots or Neodamodes.I At the same time, application was sent 
to Dionysius the Syracusan despot, for his cooperation against 
Korkyra, on the ground that the connection of that island with 
Athens had proved once, and might prove again, dangerous to his 
city. 

It was in the spring of 373 B. c. that this force proceeded against 
Korkyra, under the command of the Lacedremonian Mnasippus; 
who, having driven in the Korkyrrean fleet with the loss of four 
triremes, landed on the island, gained a victory, and confined the 
inhabitants within the walls of the city. Ile next carried his rav
ages round the adjacent lands, which were found in the highest 
state of cultivation, and full of the richest produce ; fields admira
bly tilled, - vineyards in surpassing condition, - with splendid 
farm-buildings, well-appointed wine-cellars, and abundance of cattle 
as well as laboring-slaves. The invading soldiers, while enrich
ing themselves by depredations on cattle and slaves, became so 
pampered with the plentiful stock around, that they refused to 
drink any wine that was not of the first quality.2 Such is the 
picture given by Xenophon, an unfriendly witness, of the demo
cratieal Korkyra, in respect of its lauded economy, at the time 
when it was invaded by :Mnasippus ; a picture not less memorable 
than that presented by Thucydides (in the speech of Archidamus ), 
of the flourishing agriculture surrounding democratical Athens, at 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 2, 3, 5, 16: compare v, 2, 21 -about the commutation 
of personal service for money. 

Diodorus (xv, 47) agrees with Xenophon in the main about the expedi· 
tion of Mnasippus, though differing on several other contemporary points. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 2, 6. 'E?reteli} 0£ u?r€'31/ (when }t!nasippus landed), 
l1eparet re TiJr yiir 1eal Mifov t;eipyauµtv11v µev ?ray1eaA.w~ 1eat ?r•tfivrevµev11v 
ri}v xtipav, µeyaA01rpE1r£l~ Oe ol1<Qf1£t~ Kai olvwvar 1<aTEt11<evauµ€vovr exovuav 
l?rt rwv uypwv• CJur' l<f>auav roil• urparitirar ek rovro rpvtpijr tMhZv, CJur' 
OV{( 1:-&iA.etv 1rlVEtV, el µi} av&ouµ[ar t'l11. Kat avopa?rooa oe {(at {3ot11<Qµara 
'fraµ?roAAa nAiu1eero EiC TWll aypwv. 

Olvov, implied in the antecedent word olvwva~-, is understood after '!rt• 
vetv. 
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the moment when the hand of the Peloponnesian devastator was 
first felt there in 431 B. c.1 

With such plentiful quarters for his soldiers, JUnasippus en
camped on a hill near the city walls, cutting off those within from 
supplies out of the country, while he at the same time blocked up 
the harbor with his fleet. The Korkyrreans soon began to be in 
want. Yet they seemed to have no chance of safety exceP.t 
through aid from the Athenians; to whom they had sent envoys 
with pressing entreaties,2 and who had now reason to regret their 
hasty consent (in the preceding year) to summon home the fleet 
of Timotheus from the island. However, Timotheus was again 
appointed admiral of a new fleet to be sent thither ; while a 
division of six hundred peltasts, under Stesikles, was directed to b<;i 
despatched by the quickest route, to meet the immediate necessi
ties of the Korkyrreans, during the delays unavoidable in the pre
paration of the main fleet and its circumnavigation of Peloponne
sus. These peltasts were conveyed by land across Thessaly and 
Epirus, to the coast opposite Korkyra; upon which island t4ey 
were enabled to land through the intervention of Alketas solicited 
by the Athenians. They were fortunate enough to get into 
the town; where they not only brought the news that a large 
Athenian fleet might be speedily expected, but also contributed 
much to the defence. ·without such encouragement and aid, the 
Korkyrreans would hardly have held out ; for the famine within 
the walls increased daily ; and at length became so severe, that 

1 Thucyd. i, 82. (Speech of Archidamus) µl/ yap uA.A.o n voµfoTJre rl/v 
y7/v avrwv (of the Athenians) i'/ oµTJpov l:xetv, 1cal ovx 1]uuov OC1<tJ uµetvov 
t~eipyaurat. 

Compare the earlier portion of the same speech ( c. 80), and the second 
speech of the same Archidamus (ii, 11 ). 

To the same purpose Thucydides speaks, respecting the properties of the 
wealthy men established throughout the area of Attica., - ol oe ovvarol 
l\aAa KT~µara Kara T~V xwpav o/Koooµiatr re Kat 1rOAVTiAeC11 KarauKevair 
u1roA.wA.eKorer (i.e. by the invasion)-Thucyd. ii, 65. 

2 The envoys from Korkyra to Athens (mentioned by Xenophon, v, 2, 9) 
would probably cross Epirus and Thessaly, through the aid of Alketas. 
This would be a much quicker way for them than the circumnavigation of 
Peloponnesus; and it would suggest the same way for tho detachment of 
Stesikles presently to be mentioned. 
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many of the citizens deserted, and numbers of slaves were thrust 
out. ~fuasippus refused to receive them, making public proclama
tion that every one who deserted should be sold into slavery; and 
since deserters nevertheless continued to come, he caused them to 
be scourged back to the city-gates. As for the unfortunate slaves, 
being neither received by him, nor re-admitted within, many 
perished outside of the gates from sheer hunger.I 

Such spectacles of misery portended so visibly the approaching 
hour of surrender, that the besieging army became careless, and 
the gooeral insolent. Though his military chest was well-filled, 
through the numerous pecuniary payments which he had received 
from allies in commutation of personal service, - yet he had dis
missed several of his mercenaries without pay, and had kept all 
of them unpaid for the last two months. His present temper 
made him not only more harsh towards hiR own soldiers,2 but also 
less vigilant in the conduct of the siege. Accor<lingly the be~ 
sieged, detecting from their watch-towers the negligence of the 
guards, chose a favorable opportunity and made a vigorous sally. 
Mnasippus, on seeing his outposts driven in, armed himself and 
hastened forward with the Lacedremonians around him to sustain 
them; giving orders to the officers of the mercenaries to bring 
their men forward also. But these officers replied, that they could 
not answer for the obedience of soldiers without pay; upon which 
Mnasippus was so incensed, that he struck them with his stick and 
with the shaft of his spear. Such an insult inflamed still farther 
the existing discontent. Both officers and soldiers came to the 
combat discouraged and heartless, while the Athenian peltasts and 
the Korkyrrean hoplites, rushing out of several gates at once, 
pressed their attack with desperate energy. Mnasippus, after dis
playing great personal valor, was at length slain, and all his troops, 
being completely routed, fled back to the fortified camp in which 
their stores were preserved. Even this too might have been taken, 
and the whole armament destroyed, had the besieged attacked it 

1 Xen. Ilcllcn. vi, 2, 15. 
• Xen. Hellen. vi, 2, 16. 
'0 o' av Mvacrtmror apwv TaiiTa, lvoµit;i Te OCTOV OVIC ""'" l;rew rifv 11"0AtV, 

ll:at 11"f(JL Tovr µicr-So¢6povr, licatvovpyet, !Cat TOVt µiv TtVat avri:iv a11"oµfo-S<Y1Jt 
E1U1l"Oli/Kfl, TOlt o' OVcrl Kat ovolv ~OTJ µtJVOlV w¢etJ..e TOV µt~ilv, OVIC a11"opi:iv, 
'-r l'Aiyero, XPTJµ6.rr.1v, etc. 
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at once. But they were astonished at their own success. Mis
taking the nwnerous camp-followers for soldiers in reserve, they 
retired back to the city. 

Their victory was however so complete, as to reopen easy com
munication with the country, to procure sufficient temporary sup
plies, and to afford a certainty of holding out until reinforcement 
from Athens should an-ive. Such reinforcement, indeed, was 
already on its way, and had been announced as approaching to 
Hypermenes (second under the deceased l\Inasippus), who had 
now succeeded to the commancl. Terrifiecl at the news, he 
hastened to sail round from his station,- which he hacl occupied 
with the fleet to block up the harbor, - to the fortified camp. 
Here he first put the slaves, as well as the property, aboard of 
his transports, and sent them away ; remaining himself to defend 
the camp with the solcliers and marines, - but remaining only a 
short time, and then taking these latter also aboard the triremes. 
He thus completely evacuated the island, making off for Leukas. 
But such had been the hun-y, - and so great the terror lest the 
Athenian fleet should arrive, - that much corn and wine, many 
slaves, and even many sick and wounded soldiers, were left behind. 
To the victorious Korkyrreans, these acquisitions were not needed 
to enhance the value of a triumph which rescued them from cap
ture, slavery, or starvation.I 

The Athenian fleet had not only been tardy in arriving, so as to 
incur much risk of finding the island already taken,- but when 
it did come, it was co=anded by Iphikrates, Chabrias, and the 
orator Kallistratus,2 - not by Timotheus, whom the original vote 
of the people had nominated. It appears that Timotheus, - who 
(in April 373 B. c.), when the Athenians first learned that the 
formidable Lacedremonian fleet had begun to attack Korkyra, had 
been directed to proceed thither forthwi\h with a fleet of sixty tri
remes, - found a difficulty in manning his ships at Athens, and 
therefore undertook a preliminary cruise to procure both seamen 
and contributory funds, from the maritime allies. His first act 
was to transport the six hundred peltasts under Stesikles to Thes
saly, where he entered into relations with Jason of Pherre. He 
persuaded the latter to become the ally of Athens, and to further 

1 1Xen. Hellen. vi, 2, 18-26; Diodor. xv, 47. Xen. Hellen. vi, 2, 39. 
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the march of Stesikl&s with his division by land across Thessaly, 
over the passes of Pindus, to Epirus ; where Alketas, who was at 
once the ally of Athens, and the dependent of Jason, conveyed 
them by night across the strait from Epirus to Korkyra. Having 
thus opened import'tnt connection with the powe1ful Thessalian 
despot, and obtained from him a very seasonable service, together 
(perhaps) with some seamen from Pagasre to man his fleet, - Ti
motheus proceeded onward to the ports of :Macedonia, where he 
also entered into relations with Amyntas, receiving from him 
signal marks of private favor,-and then to Thrace as well as 
the neighboring islands. His voyage procured for him valuable 
subsidies in money and supplies of seamen, besides some new ad
hesions and deputies to the Athenian confederacy. 

This preliminary cruise of Timotheus, undertaken with the 
general purpose of collecting means for the expedition to Korkyra, 
began in the month of April or commencement of :May 373 B. c.t 

1 The manner in which I have described the preliminary cruise of Timo
theus, will be found (I think) the only way of uniting into one consistent 
narrative the scattered fragments of information which we possess respect
ing his proceedings in this year. 

The date of his setting out from Athens is exactly detem1ined by Demos
thenes, adv. Timoth. p. 1186-the month Munychion, in the archonship 
of Sokratides -April 373 B. c. Diodorus says that he proceeded to Thrace, 
and that he acquired several new members for the confederacy (xv, 47); 
Xenophon states that he sailed towards the islands (Hellen. vi, 2, 12); two 
statements not directly the same, yet not incompatible with each other. In 
his way to Thrace, he would naturally pass up the Eubcean strait and along 
the coast of Thessaly. 
. We know that Stesikles and his peltasts must have got to Kork)Ta, not 
by sea circumnavigating Pcloponnesus, but by land across Thessaly and 
Epirus; a much quicker way. Xenophon tells us that the Athenians 
"asked Alketas to help them to cross over from the mainland of Epirus to 
the opposite island of Korkyra ; and that they were in consequence carried 
across by night,"-'AA-Kfrov cle Mtf1-8TJaav a vv cl t af3 t{3 aaa t roirrovr· Kd 
OVTOt µev VVKTOC cliaKoµta-8€vrer '/l"OV ri/r xwpar, elai/"A-8ov elr ri)v 
·rroA.tv. 

Now these troops could not have got to Epirus without crossing Thes• 
saly; nor could they have crossed Thessaly without the permission and 
escort of Jason. Moreover, Alketas himself was the dependent of Jason, 
whose goodwill was therefore doubly necessary (Xen. Hellen. vi, I, 7). 

We farther know that in the year preceding (374 B.c.), Jason was not 
yet in alliance with Athens, nor even inclined to become so, though th6 
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On departing, it appears, he had given orders to such of the allies 
as were intended to form part of the expedition, to assemble at 
Kalauria (an island off Troozen, consecrated to Poseidon) where 
he would himself come and take them up to proceed onward. 
Pursuant to such order, several contingents mustered at this island, 
-among them the Boootians, who sent several triremes, though 
in the preceding year it had been alleged against them that they 
contributed nothing to sustain the naval exertions of Athens. But 
Timotheus stayed out a long time. Reliance was placed upon him, 
and upon the money which he was to bring home, for the pay of 
the fleet; and the unpaid triremes accordingly fell into distress 
and disorganization at Kalauria, awaiting his return.l In the 

Athenians were very anxious for it (Xen. Hellen. vi, 1, 10). But in No
vember 373 B. 6., Jason (as well as Alketas) appears as the established ally 
of Athens; not as then becoming her ally for the first time, but as so com
pletely an established ally, that he comes to Athens for the express purpose 
of being present at the trial of Timotheus and of deposing in his favor 
_'Aqwwµtvov yap 'A'AKfrov Kat 'IO:aovo> ii> ToiiTov (Timotheus) lv TfiJ MatµaK· 
'NJptwvt µTJVL TfiJ fo' 'Aaufov uptOVTO>, /; 1d T iJ V a y WV a T 0V T 0 VT 0 V, 

.(3ori&riaoVT(,)V alJTfiJ Kat Kamyoµtv"'v ek T~v olKiav T~v lv IIeipateZ, etc. 
(Demosthen. adv. Timoth. c. 5, p.1190). Again,-AvTov cle TOiiTov (Timo· 
theus) HatTovµtv(,)V µev TWV lrrtTTj0et(,)V Kat oiKEt(,)V avTfiJ U7l"UVT(,)V, frt 

cle Kat 'AAKETOV Kat '1&.aovo,, avµµax(,)v OVT(,)V vµZv, µ6'At> 
µev lrreiO'&TJTE aij>eivat (Demosthen. ib. c, 3, p. 1187.) 'Ve see from hence, 
therefore, that the first alliance between Jason and Athens had been con
tracted in the early part of 373 n. c.; we sec farther that it had been con
tracted by Timotheus in his preliminary cruise, which is the only reason
able way of explaining the strong interest felt by Jason as well as by 
Alketas in the fate of Timothens, inducing them to take the remarkable 
step of coming to Athens to promote his acquittal. It was Timotheus wh<.1 
had first made the alliance of Athens with Alketas (Diodor. xv, 36; Cor· 
neL Nepos, Timoth. c. 2), a year of two before. 

Combining all the circumstances here stated, I infer with confidence, 
that Timotheus, in his preliminary cruise, visited Jason, contracted alliance 

· between hi;:n and Athens, and prevailed upon him to forward the division 
of Stesikles across Thessaly to Epirus and Korkyra. 

In this oration of Demosthenes, there are three or four exact dates men
tioned, which are a great aid to the understanding of the historical events 
ef the time. That oration is spoken by Apollodorus, claiming from Timo
theus the repayment of money lent to him by Pasion the banker, father of 
.Apollodorus ; and the dates specified are copied from entries made by Pa
sion at the time in his commercial books (c. 1. p. 1186; e. 9. p. 1197). 
' l Demosthen. adv. Timoth. c. 3, p. 1188. aµia&ov µev TO O"Tpanvµa. "~ 
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mean time fresh news reached Athens that Korkyra was much 
pressed ; so that great indignation was felt against the absent ad
miral, for employing in his present cruise a precious interval es
sential to enable him to reach the island in time. Iphikrates (who 
had recently come back from serving with Pharnabazus, in an 
unavailing attempt to reconquer Egypt for the Persian king) and 
the orator Kallistratus, were especially loud in their accusations 
against him. And as the very salvation of Korkyra required 
pressing haste, the Athenians cancelled the appointment of Timo
theus even during his absence, - naming Iphikrates, Kallistratus, 
and Chabrias, io equip a fleet and go round to Korkyra without 
delay.I 

Before they could get ready, Timotheus returned; bringing 
several new adhesions to the confederacy, with a flourishing ac
count of general success.2 Ile went down to Kalauria to supply 
the deficiencies of funds, and clake up for the embarrassments 
which his absence had occasioned. But he could not pay the 
Breotian trierarchs without borrowing money for the purpose on 
his own credit; for though the sum brought home from his voyage 
was considerable, it would appear that the demands upon him had 
been greater still. At first an accusation, called for in conse
quence of the pronounced displeasure of the public, was entered 
against him by Iphikrates and Kallistratus. But as these two had 
been named joint admirals for the expedition to Korkyra, which 
admitted of no delay, - his trial was postponed until the autumn; 
a postponement advantageous to the accused, and doubtless second
ed by his friends.3 

raAeAvutfat tv Ka;lavpi~, ctc.-ibid. c. 10, p. 1199. 7rpou~Ke yup rifi µev Bot· 
{,)Tl<,> up;rov•t TrapiJ. rovrov (Timotheus) r~v rporp~v roZr tv -rair vavui 7rapaA
aµf3uvetv • lK yap rw v "o t v wv uv v ru Ee"'v fJ µ iu-8 o rpopta i)v 
rifi urparevµart• TU Oe ;rpfJµara UV (Timotheus) a7ravra t;i!-
Aefar CK TWV uvµµa;r<.Jv• teat ue l&t avrwv Aoyov U'TrOOovvat. • 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. vi, 2, 12, 13, 39; Demosthen. adv. Timoth. c. 3. p. 1188. 
2 Diodor. xv, 47. 
3 I collect what is here stated from Demosthen. adv. Timoth. c. 3. p. 

1188; c. 10. p. 1199. It is there said that Timotheus was about to sail 
home from Kalauria to take his trial; yet it is certain that his trial did not 
take place until the month Mremaktcrion or November. Accordingly, the 
trial must have been postponed, in consequence of the necessity for Iphik· 
rates and Kallistratus going away at once to preserve Korkyra. · 
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Meanwhile Iphikrates adopted the most strenuous measures for 
accelerating the equipment of his fleet. In the present temper of 
the public, and in the known danger of Korkyra, he was allowed 
(though perhaps Timotheus, a few weeks earlier, would not have 
been allowed) not only to impress seamen in the port, but even to 
coerce the trierarchs with severity,1 and to employ all the triremes 
reserved for the coast-guard of Attica, as well as the two sacred 
triremes called Paralus and Salaminia. He thus completed a fleet 
of seventy sail, promising to send back a large portion of it directly, 
if matters took a favorable turn at Korkyra. Expecting to find 
on the watch for him a Lacedremonian fleet fully equal to his own, 
he arranged his voyage so as to combine the maximum of speed· 
with training to his seamen, and with preparation for naval combat. 
The larger sails of an ancient trireme were habitually takerl out 
of the ship previous to a battle, as being inconvenient aboard: 
Iphikrates left such sails at Atherl's,- employed even the smaller 
sails sparingly, - and kept his seamen constantly at the oar; 
which greatly accelerated his progress, at the same time that it 
kept the men in excellent training. Every day he had to stop, 
for meals and rest, on an enemy's shore ; and these halts were 
conducted with such extreme dexterity as well as precision, that 
the least possible time was consumed, not enough for any loc.'1.l 
hostile force to get together. On reaching Sphakteria, Iphikrates 
learnt for the first time the defeat and death of Mnasippus. Yet 
not fully trusting the correctness of his information, he still per
severed both in his celerity and his precautions, until he reached 
Kephallcnia, where he first fully satisfied himself that the danger 
of Korkyra was past. The excellent management of Iphikrates 
throughout this expedition is spoken of in terms of admiration by 
Xenophon.2 

Having no longer any fear of the Lacedremonian fleet, the 
Athenian commander probably now sent back the home-squadron 
of Attica which he had been allowed to take, but which could ill 
be spared from the defence of the coast.3 After making himself 
master of some of the Kephallenian cities, he then proceeded 

l Xen. Hellen. vi, 2, 14. 'O oe (Iphikrates) E'ITEt l!aTEaTT/ urpar11yor, µa';,,a 
o;fo, rar vavr eir';,,r;povro, Kat TOVf rp111papx_ovr fivctyKat;e. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 2, 27, 32. 8 Compare vi, 2, 14-with vi, 2, 39. 
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onward to Korkyra; where the squadron of ten triremes from 
Syracuse was now on the point of arriving; sent by Dionysius to 
aid the Laceda:monians, but as yet uninformed of their flight. 
Iphikrates, posting scouts on the hills to give notice of their ap
proach, set apart twenty triremes to be ready for moving at the 
first signal. So excellent was his discipline, (says Xenophon,) 
that " the moment the signal was made, the ardor of all the crews 
was a fine thing to see; there was not a man who did not hasten 
at a run to take his place aboard." 1 The ten Syracusan triremes, 
after their voyage across from the Iapygian cape, had halted to rest 
their men on one of the northern points of Korkyra; where they 
were found by I phikrates and captured, with all their crews and 
the admiral Anippus ; one alone escaping, through the strenuous 
efforts of her captain, the Rhodian Melanopus. Iphikrates re
turned in triumph, towing his nine prizes into the harbor of Kor
kyra. The crews, being sold or ransomed, yielded to him a sum. 
of sixty talents; the admiral Anippus was retained in expectation 
of a higher ransom, but slew himself shortly afterwards from 
mortification.2 

Though the smu thus realized enabled Iphikrates for the time 
to pay his men, yet the suicide of Anippus was a pecuniary dis
appointment to him, and he soon began to need money. This 
consideration induced him to consent to the return of his colleague 
Kallistratus; who, -an orator by profession, and not on friendly 
terms with Iphikrates,- had come out against hi;; own consent. 
Iphikrates had himself singled out both Kallistratus and Chabrias 
as his colleagues. He was not indifferent to the value of their 
advice, nor did he fear the criticisms, even of rivals, on what they 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 2, 34. 
'Xen. Hellen. vi, 2, 35, 38; Diodor. xv, 47. 
We find a story recounted by Diodorus (xvi, 57), that the Athenians un

der lphikrates captured, off Korkyra, some triremes of Dionysius, carrying 
sacred ornaments to Delphi and Olympia. They detained and appropri
ate• the valuable cargo, of which Dionysius afterwards loudly complained. 

This story (if there be any truth in it) can hardly allude to any other 
triremes than those under Anippus. Yet Xenophon would probably have 
mentioned the story, if he had heard it; since it presents the enemies of 
Sparta as committing sacrilege. And whether the triremes were carrying 
sacred ornaments or not, it is certain that they were coming to take part 
in the war, aud were therefore legitimate prizes. 
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really saw in his proceedings. But he had accepted the command 
under hazardous circumstances; not only from the insulting dis
placement of Timotheus, and the provocation consequently given to 

a powerful party attached to the son of Konon, - but !llso in great 
doubts whether he could succeed in relieving Korkyra, in spite of 
the rigorous coercion which he applied to man his fleet. Had the 
island been taken and had Iphikrates failed, he would have found 
himself exposed to severe crimination, and multiplied enemies, at 
Athens. Perhaps Kallistratus and Chabrias, if left at home, 
might in that case have been among hi8 assailants, - so that it 
was important to him to identify both of them with his good or ill 
success, and to profit by the military al>ility of the latter, as well 
as by the oratorical talent of the former.I As the result of the 
expedition, however, was altogether favorable, all such anxieties 
were removed. Iphikrates could well afford to part with both his 
colleagues ; and Kallistratus engaged, that if permitted to go home, 
he would employ all hia efforts to keep the fleet well paid from 
the public treasury; or if this were impracticable, that he would 
labor to procure peace.\l So terrible are the difficulties which the 
Grecian generals now experience in procuring money from Athens, 
(or from other cities in whose service they are acting,) for pay
ment of their troops! Iphikrates suffered the same embarrass
ment which Timotheus had experienced the year before, - and 
which will be found yet more painfully felt as we advance forward 
in the history. For the present, he subsisted his seamen by find

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 2, 39. The meaning of Xenophon here is not very 
clear, nor is even the text perfect. 

'Eyw µev &, rairr7Jv r~v urparr1yfov ri:iv 'I<fitKpurovr ovx f;KtrYra bratvi:i· 
lrreira /Ca~ TO 1rpoue'>.,€urJat tceA.evuat eavriji (this shows that lphi
krates himself singled them out) KaA.itforparov re rilv OTJµhyopov, ov µaA.a 
l:mr~Jetov ovra, tcai Xaj3piav, µ&A.a urparTJyttco" voµil;6µevov. E1u yup <fip<r 
viµovr avrovr f;yovµevor elvat, (j1Jµ(Jovi.ovr A.a(Jeiv lf]aiJA.ero, ui:i<fipov µot ootcei 
tJiarrpa~auo'Jat• Et Te av Tt1raAOVf voµii;wv, OVTW -&pauewr (some words 
in the text seem to be wanting:) ...•.•• .µhre tcarappq,-&vµi:Jv µ~re tcarw-e
ili:iv <fiaive<n'tat µ11oev, µeyaA.orppovovvror l<fi' tavr<;i TOVTO µot ootcei av'lrpoc 
Elvat. 

I follow Dr. Thirlwall's translation of ov µaAf: lmrhoewv, which appears 
to me decidedly prcforalile. The word f;piet (vi, 3, 3) shows that Kallistra
tus was an unwilling colleague. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 3, 3. imoux.oµevor; yup 'It/Jttcpuret (Kallistratus) el aii
T il v 1J 1' i et, f/ x.r»Jµara rrfµ1/Jetv rijJ vavrttcijJ, f/ £lphv11v Tro1hueiv, etc. 
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ing work for them on the farms of the Korkyrreans, where there 
must doubtless have been ample necessity for repairs after the 
devastations of J\Inasippus; while he crossed over to Akarnania 
with his peltasts and hoplites, and there obtained service with the 
townships friendly to Athens against such others as were friendly 
to Sparta; especiaIIy against the warlike inhabitants of the strong 
town c.'llled Thyrieis.1 

The happy result of the Korkyrrean expedition, imparting uni
versal sati8faction at Athens, was not less beneficial to Timotheus 
than to Iphikrates. It was in November, 373 B. c., that the for
mer, as well as his qurestor or military treasurer Antimachus, un
derwent each his trial. Kallistratus, having returned home, pleaded 
against the qurestor, perhaps ag-.iinst Timotheus also, as one of the 
accusers ;2 though probably in a spirit of greater gentleness and 
moderation, in consequence of his recent joint success and of the 
general good temper prevalent in the city. And while the edge 
of the accusation against Timotheus was thus blunted, ihe defence 
was strengthened not merely by numerous citizen friends speak
ing in his favor with increased confidence, but also by the unu
sual phenomenon of two powerful foreign supporters. At the re
quest of Timotheus, both Alketas of Epirus, and Jason of Pherre, 
came to Athens a little before the trial, to appear as witnesses in 
his favor. They were received and lodged by him in his house 
in the Hippodamian Agora, the principal square of the Peirreus. 
And as he was then in some embarrassment for want of money, 
he found it necessary to borrow various articles of finery in order 
to do them honor,-clothes, bedding, and two silver drinking
bowls, - from Pasion, a wealthy banker near at hand. These two 
important witnesses would depose to the zealous service and esti
mable qualities of Timotheus; who had inspired them with warm 
interest, and had been the means of bringing them into alliance 
with Athens; an alliance, which they had scaled at once by con-" 
vcying Stesikles and his division across Thessaly and Epirus to 
Korkyra. The minds of the dikastery would be powerfully af
fected by seeing before them such a man as .Jason of Pheroo, at 
that moment the most powerful individual in Greece ; and we are 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 2, 3i, 38. 
• Demosthen. cont. Timoth. c. 9, p. 1197, 1198. 

7* 
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not surprised to learn that Timotheus was acquitted. His treasu.: 
rer Antimachus, not tried by the same dikastery, and doubtless 
not so powerfully befriended, was less fortunate. He was con
demned to death, and his property confiscated ; the dikastery 
doubtless believing (on what evidence we do not know) that he had 
been guilty of fraud in dealing with the public money, which had 
caused serious injury at a most important crisis. Under the cir
cumstances of the case, he was held responsible as treasurer, for 
the pecuniary department of the money-levying command confided 
to Timotheus by the people. 

As to the military conduct, for which Timotheus himself would 
be personally accountable, we can only remark that having been 
invested with the command for the special purpose of relieving the. 
besieged Korkyra, he appears to have devoted an unreasonable 
length of time to his own self-originated cruise elsewhere; though 
such cruise was in itself beneficial to Athens ; insomuch that if 
Korkyra had really been taken, the people would have had good 
reason for imputing the misfortune to his delay.I And although 

1 The narrative here given of the events of 3i3 n. c., so far as they con
cern Timotheus and Iphikrates, appears to me the only way of satisfying 
the exigencies of the case, and following the statements of Xenophon and 
Demosthenes. 

Schneider in his note, indeed, implies, and Rehdantz (Vitre Iphicratis, 
etc. p. 86) contends, that Iphikrates did not take command of the fleet, nor 
depart from Athens, until after the trial of Timotheus. There are some 
expressions in the oration of Demosthenes, which might seem to counte
nance this supposition; but it will be found hardly admissible, if we atten
tively study the series of facts. 

1. Mnasippus arrived with his armament at Korkyra, and began the 
siege, either before April. or at the first opening of April, 3i3 n. c. For his 
arrival there, and the good condition of his fleet, was known at Athens be
fore Timotheus received his appointment as admiral of the fleet for the 
relief of the island (Xen. Hellen. vi, 2, IO, II, J2). 

2. Timotheus sailed from Peirreus on this appointed voyage, in April 
373 n.c. 

3. Timotheus was tried at Athens in November 373 n.c.; Alketas and 
Jason being then present, as allies of Athens and witnesses in his favor. 

Now, if the truth were, that Iphikrates did not depart from Athens with 
his fleet until after the trial of Timotheus in November, we must suppose 
that the seige of Korkyra by Mnasippns lasted seven months, and the cruise 
of Timotheus nearlv five months. Both the one and the other are alto
gether improbable. ·The Athenians would never have permitted Korkyra 
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he was now acquitted, his reputation suffered so much by the 
whole affair, that in the ensuing spring he was glad to accept an 

to incur so teni.ble a chance of capture, simply in order to wait for the trial 
of Timotheus. Xenophon does not expressly say bow long the siege of 
Korkyra lasted; but from his expressions about the mercenaries of Mnasip
pus ·(that already pay was owing to them for as much as two 1110ntlis,- Kai 
ovolv fi cl 1/ µ11volv -vi, 2, 16 ), we should infer that it could hardly have 
lasted more than three months in all. Let us say, that it lasted four 
months ; the siege would then be over in August, and we know that the 
fleet of Iphikrates arrived just after the siege was concluded. 

Besides, is it credible, that Timotheus - named as admiral for the ex
press purpose of relieving Korkyra, and knowing that l\Inasippns was 
already besieging the place with a formidable fleet-would have spent so 
long a time as five months in his preliminary cruise 1 

I presume Timotheus to have stayed out in this cruise about two months; 
and even this length of time would be quite sufficient to raise strong dis
pleasure against him at Athens, when the danger and privations of Korkyra 
were made known as hourly increasing. At the time when Timotheus 
came back to Athens, he found all this displeasure actually afloat against 
him, excited in part by the strong censures of Iphikrates and Kal!istratus 
(Dem. cont. Timoth. p. 1187. c. 3). The adverse orations in the public 
assembly, besides inflaming the wrath of the Athenians against him, caused 
a vote to be passed deposing him from his command to Korkyra, and nom
inating in his place lphikrates, with Chabrias and Kallistratus. Probably 
those who proposed this vote would at the same time give notice that they 
intended to prefer a judicial accusation against Timotheus for breach or 
neglect of duty. But it would be the interest of all parties to postpone 
actual trial until the fate of Korkyra should be determined, for which pur
pose the saving of time would be precious. Already too much time had 
been lost, ancl Iphikrates was well aware that his whole chance of success 
depended on celerity; while Timotheus and his friends would look upon 
postponement as an additional chance of softening the public displeasure, 
besides enabling them to obtain the attendance of Jason and Alketas. Still, 
though trial was postponed, Timotheus was from this moment under im
peachment. The oration composed by Demosthenes therefore (delivered 
by Apollodorus as plaintiff; several years afterwards),-thongh speaking 
loosely, and not distinguishing the angry speeches against Timotheus in 
the public assembly (in June 373 B. c., or thereabouts, whereby his deposition 
was obtained), from the accusing speeches against him at his actual trial in 
November 3i3 B.c., before the dikastery-is nevertheless not incorrect in 
saying, - l:?retclfi o' 1irr:e;retporov~{}1/ µev vq>' vµwv arpar11yor otil. ril µl/ rr:eptrr:
A.evaat Ilelorr:OVV')UOV, trr:t Kpiaet oe '1rapetlicloro' Elr TOV cli/µov, 
alrfor ri/r µeyiar11r rvxiJv (c. 3, p. 1187)-and again respecting his coming 
from Kalauria to Athens-µ0.i\.CJV roivvv Kararr:i\.eiv err£ T~V Kpiatv, lv Ka
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invitation of the Persian satraps, who offered him the command 
of the Grecian mercenaries in their service for the Egyptian war; 

M!vpi'l' oavei~erai, etc. (p. 1188, 1189.) That Timotheus had been handed 
over to the people for trial - that he was sailing back from Kalauria far 
his trial-might well be asserted respecting his position in the month of 
June, though his trial did not actually take place until November. I think 
it cannot be doubted that the triremes at Kalauria would form a part of that 
fleet which actually went to Korkyra under Iphikrates ; not waiting to go 
thither until after the trial of Timotheus in November, but departing as 
soon as Iphikrates could get ready, probably about July 373 B. c. 

Rehdantz argues that if Iphikrates departed with the fleet in July, he 
must have returned to Athens in November to the trial of Timotheus, which 
is contrary to Xenophon's affirmation that he remained in the Ionian sea 
until 371 B. c. But if we look attentively at the oration of Demosthenes, 
we shall see that there is no certain ground for affirming Iphikrates to have 
been present in Athens in November, during the actual trial of Timotheus. 
The phrases in p. 1187-lipeiur~~et o' avri;i Ka/,/,,iurparoi; Kat 'liptKpar11i; 
••••• •OVTCJ Oe Ote~euav vµut; Kar11yupovvTet; TOVTOV avroi Te Kat ol uvvayop
EVoVTet;, avroli;, etc., may be well explained, so far as Iphikrates is con
cerned, by supposing them to allude to those pronounced censures in the 
public assembly whereby the vote of deposition against Timotheus was 
obtained, and whereby the general indignation against him was first excited. 
I therefore see no reason for affirming that Iphikrates was actually present 
at the t1ial of Timotheus in November. But Kallistratus was really pres
ent at the trial (see c. 9. p. 1197, 1198) ; which consists well enough with 
the statement of Xenophon, that this orator obtained permission from Iphi
krates to leaye him at Korkyra and come back to Athens (vi, 3, 3). Kallis
tratus directed his accusation mainly against Antimachus, the treasurer of 
Timotheus. And it appears to me that under the circumstances of the 
case, Iphikrates, having carried his point of superseding Timotheus in the 
command and gaining an important success at Korkyra- might be well
pleased to be dispensed from the obligation of formally accusing him be
fore the clikastery, in opposition to Jason and Alketas, as well as to a 
powerful body of Athenian friends. 

Diodorus (xv, 47) makes a statement quite different from Xenophon. 
He says that Timotheus was at first deposed from his command, but after
wards forgiven and re-appointed by the people (jointly with Iphikrates) in 
conseqnence of the great accession of force which he had procured in his 
lireliminary ~rnise. Accordingly the fleet, one hundred and thirty triremes 
in number, was despatched to Korkyra under the joint command of I phi· 
krates and Timothcns. Diodorus makes no mention of the trial of Timo 
thens. This account is evidently quite distinct from that of Xenophon; 
which latter is on all grounds to be preferred, especially as its main points 
are in conformity with the Demosthenic oration. 
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the same command from which Iphikrates had retired a 1itt1e time 
before.l 

That admiral, whose naval force had been reinforced by a large 
number of Korkyrrean triremes, was committing without opposi
tion incursions against Akarnania, and the western coast of Pelo
ponnesus ; insomuch that the expelled Messenians, in their distant 
exile at Hesperides in Libya, began to conceive hopes of being 
restored by Athens to Naupaktus, which they had occupied under 
her protection during the Peloponnesian war.2 And while the 
Athenians were thus masters at sea both east and west of Pelo
ponnesus,3 Sparta and her confederates, discouraged by the ruin
ous failure of their expedition against Korkyra in the preceding 
year, appear to have remained inactive. "With such mental pre
dispositions, they were powerfully affected by religious alarm 
arising from certain frightful earthquakes and inundations with 
which Peloponnesus was visited during this year, and which were 
regarded as marks of the wrath of the god Poseidon. More of these 
formidable visitations occurred this year in Peloponnesus than had 
ever before been known ; especially one, the worst of all, whereby 
the two towns of Helike and Eura in Achaia were destroyed, to
gether with a large portion of their population. Ten Lacedremo
nian triremes, which happened to be moored on this shore on the 
night when the calamity occurred, were destroyed by the rush of 
the waters.4 

Under these depressing circumstances, the Lacedremonians had 
recourse to the same manceuvre which had so well served their 
purpose fifteen years before, in 388-387 B. c. Tl1ey sent Antal

1 Dcmosth. cont. Timoth. c. 6. p. 1191; c. 8. p. 1194. 
\Ve see from another passage of the same oration, that the creditors of 

Timotheus reckoned upon his making a large sum of money in the Persian 
service (c. l. p. 1185). This farther illustrates what I have said in a pre· 
vious note, about the motives of the distinguished Athenian officers to take 
service in foreign parts away from Athens. 

2 Xen. Hellen vi, 2, 38; Pausanias, iv, 26, 3. 
3 See a curious testimony to this fact in Demosthen. cont. Nereram, c. 12. 

p. 1357. 
• Diodor. xi, 48, 49; Pausan. vii, 25; JE!ian. Hist. Animal. xi, 19. 
Kallisthenes seems to have described at large, with appropriate religious 

comments, numerous physical portents which occurred about this time (see 
Kallisthen. Fragm. 8, ed. Didot). 
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kidas again as envoy to Persia, to entreat both pecuniary aid,t 
and a fresh Persian intervention enforcing anew the peace which 
bore his name; which peace had now been infringed (according 
to Lacedremonian construction) by the reconstitution of the Breo
tian confederacy under Thebes as president. And it appears that 
in the course of the autumn or winter, Persian envoys actually did 
come to Greece, requiring that the belligerents should all desist 
from war, and wind up their dissensions on the principles of the 
peace of Antalkidas.2 The Persian satraps, at this time renewing 
their efforts against Egypt, were anxious for the cessation of 
hostilities in Greece, as a means of enlarging their numbers of 
Grecian mercenaries ; of which troops Timotheus had left Athens 
a few months before to take the command. 

Apart, however, from this prospect of Persian intervention; 
which doubtless ·was not without effect, -Athens herself was 
becoming more and more disposed towards peace. That common 
fear and hatred of the Lacedi.emonians, which had brought her into 
alliance with Thebes in 378 B. c., was now no longer predominant. 
She was actually at the head of a considerable maritime confeder
acy ; and this she could hardly hope to increase by continuing the 
war, since the Lacedremonian naval power had already been 
humbled. l\Ioreover, she found the expense of warlike operations 
very burdensome, nowise defrayed either by the contributions of 
her allies or by the results of victory. The orator Kallistratus, 
who had promised either to procure remittances from Athens to 

1 This second mission of Antalkidas is sufficiently verified hy an indirect 
allusion of Xenophon (vi, 3, 12). His known philo-Laconian sentiments 
sufficiently explain why he avoids directly mentioning it. 

' Diodor. xv, 50. 
Diodorus had stated (a few chapters before, xv, 38) that Persian envoys 

had also come into Greece a little before the peace of 3i4 n. c., and had 
been the originators of that previous peace. Ilut this appears to me one of 
the cases (not a few altogether in his history) in which he repeats himself, 
or gives the same event twice over under analogous circumstances. The 
intervention of the Persian envoys bears much more suitably on the period 
immediately preceding the peace of 371 n.c., than npon that which pre
ceded the peace of 3i4 B. c., when, in point of fact, no peace was ever fully 
executed. 

Dionysius of Halikarnassus also (Judie. de Lysia, p. 479) represents the 
king of Persia as a party to the peace sworn by Athens and Sparta in 371 
B.C. 
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lphikrates, or to recommend the conclusion of peace,-was 
obliged to confine himself to the latter alternative, and contributed 
much to promote the pacific dispositions of his countrymen.I 

Moreover, the Athenians had become more and more alienated 
from Thebes. The ancient antipathy between these two neighbors 
had for a time been overlaid by common fear of Sparta. But as 
soon as Thebes had reestablished her authority in Bceotia, the 
jealousies of Athens again began to arise. In 37 4 B. c., she had 
concluded a peace with the Spartans, without the concurrence of 
Thebes ; which peace was broken almost as soon as made, by the 
Spartans themselves, in consequence of the proceedings of Timo
theus at Zakynthus. The Phokians, - against whom, as having 
been active allies of Sparta in her invasions of Bmotia, Thebes 
was now making war, - had also been ancient friends of Athens, 
who sympathized with their sufferings.2 Moreover, the Thebans 
on their side probably resented the unpaid and destitute condition 
in which their seamen had been left by Timotheus at Kalauria, 
during the expedition for the relief of Korkyra in the preceding 
year ; a an expedition of which Athens alone reaped both the 
glory and the advantage. Though they remained members of the 
confederacy, sending deputies to the congress at Athens, the 
unfriendly spirit on both sides continued on the increase; and was 
farther exasperated by their violent proceeding against Platrea in 
the first half of 372 B. c. 

During the last three or four years, Platrea, like the other 
towns of Bmotia, had been again brought into the confederacy 
under Thebes. Reestablished by Sparta after the peace of .An
talkidas as a so-called autonomous town, it had been garrisoned by. 
her as a post against Thebes, and was no longer able to maintain 
a real autonomy after the Spartans had been excluded from 
Bmotia in 37G n. c. 'While other Bmotian cities were glad to find 
themselves emancipated from their philo-Laeonian oligarchies and 
rejoined to the federation under Thebes, Platrea,- as well as 
Thespire, - submitted to the union only by constraint; awaiting 
any fayorable opportunity for breaking off, either by means of 
Sparta or of Athens. Aware probably of the growing coldness 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 3, 3. • Xen. llellen. vi, 3, I. 
3 Dcmosthen. cont. Timoth. p. 1.188, s. 17. 
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between the Athenians and Thebans, the Platreans were secretly 
trying to persuade Athens to accept and occupy their town, annex~ 
ing Platrea to Attica ; 1 a project hazardous both to Thebes and 
Athens, since it would place them at open war with each other, 
while neither was yet at peace with Sparta. 

This intrigue, coming to the knowledge of the Thebans, de
termined them to strike a decisive blow. Their presidency, over 
more than one of the minor Brootian cities, had always been un
gentle, suitable to the roughness of their dispositions. Towards 
Plat:ca, especially, they not only bore an ancient antipathy, but 
regarded the reestablished town as little better than a Lacedre
monian encroachment, abstracting from themselves a portion of 
territory which had become Theban, by prescriptive enjoyment 
lasting for forty years from the suITender of Platrea in 427 B. c. 
As it would have been to them a loss as well as embarrassment, 
ifAthens should resolve to close with the tender of Platrea, - they 
forestalled the contingency by seizing the town for themselves. 
Since the reconquest of Brootia by Thebes, the Platreans had come 
again, though reluctantly, under the ancient constitution of Breotia; 
they were living at peace with Thebes, acknowledging her rights 
as president of the federation, and having their own rights as 
members ·guaranteed in return by her, probably under positive 
engagement, - that is, their security, their territory, and their 
qualified autonomy, subject to the federal restrictions and obliga
tions. But though thus at peace with Thebes,2 the Platreans knew 

1 Diodor. xv, 46. I do not know from whom Diodorns copied this state
ment; but it seems extremely reasonable. 

• This seems to me what is meant by the Platrean speaker in Isokrates, 
when he complains more than once that Platrea had been taken by the 
Thebans in time of peace, - eipi/vri> OVuTJ>· The speaker, in protesting 
against the injustice of the Thebans, appeals to two guarantees which they 
have violated; for the purpose of his argument, however, the two are not 
clearly distinguished, but run together into one. The first guarantee was, 
the peace of Antalkiclns, under which Platrea had been restored, and to 
which Thebes, Sparta, and Athens, were all parties. The second guaran
tee, was that given by Thebes when she conquered the Bceotian cities in 
377-376 B. c., and reconstituted the federation; whereby she ensured to the 
Platreans existence as a city, with so much of autonomy as was consistent 
with the obligations of a member of tho Bceotian federation. \Vhen the 
Platrean speaker accuses the Thebans of having violated "the oaths and 
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well what WM her real sentiment towards them, and their own 
towards her. If we are to believe, what seems very probable, 
that they were secretly negotiating with Athens to help them in 
breaking off from the federation, - the consciousness of such an 
intrigue tended still farther to keep them in anxiety and suspicion. 
Accordingly, being apprehensive of some aggression from Thebes, 
they kept themselves habitually on their guard. But their vigil
ance was somewhat relaxed and most of them went out of the city 
to their farms in the country, on the days, well known beforehand, 
when the public assemblies in Thebes were held. Of this relaxa
tion the Breotarch Neokles took advantage.I He conducted a 
Theban armed force, immediately from the assembly, by a circuit
ous route through IIysi:.e to Platrea; which town he found deserted 
by most of its male adults, and unable to make resistance. The 
l'latreans, - dispersed in the fields, finding their walls, their wives, 
and their families, all in possession of the victor,- were under 
the necessity of accepting the terms proposed to them. They 
were allowed to depart in safety, and to carry away all their mov

the agreement" (r!pKOtJ> Kat gvv{)~Ka> ), he means the terms of the peace of 
Antalkidas, subject to the limits afterwards imposed by the submission of 
Platrea to the federal system of Brootia. He calls for the tutelary interfer
ence of Athens, as a party to the peace of Antalkitlas. 

Dr. Thirlwall thinks (Hist. Gr. vol. v, ch. 38. p. 70-72) that the Thebans 
were parties to the peace of 374 B. c. between Sparta and Athens; that they 
accepted it, intending deliberately to break it; and that unner that peace, 
the Lacedremonian harmosts and garrisons were withdrawn from Thespire 
and other places in Bmotia. I am nnable to acquiesce in this view; which 
appears to me negatived by :Xenophon, and neither affirmed nor implied in 
the Plataic discourse of Isokrates. In my opinion, there were no Laccdre
mon:an harmosts in Bccotia (except at Orchomenus in the north) in 374 
B.c. Xenophon tells (Hellen. v, 4, 63; vi, I, 1) that the Thebans "were 
recovering the Brootian cities - had subdued the Boootian cities " - in or 
before 375 B. c., so that they were able to march ·out of Brootia and invade 
l'hokis ; which implies the expulsion or retirement of all the Lacedremo
nian forces from the southern part of n~otia. 

The reasoning in the I'lataic discourse of Isokratcs is not very clear or 
discriminating; nor ha,·e we any right to expect that it should be, in the 
pleading of a suffering and passionate man. But the expression elpnv11~ 

ovu11> and Elpnv11 may always (in my judgment) be explained, without re
ferring it, as Dr. Thirlwall does, to the peace of 37 4 B. c., or supposing 
Thebes to have been a p:u·ty to that peace. 

' Pausanias, ix, i, 3. 
VOL. x. lloc. 
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able property ; but their town was desttoyed, and its territory· 
again annexed to Thebes. The unhappy fugitives were constrained 
for the second time to seek refuge at Athens, where they were 
again kindly received, and restored to the same qualified right of 
citizenship as they had enjoyed prior to the pe11-ce of Antalki<las.l 

· It was not merely with Platrea, but also with Thespire, that 
Thebes was now meddling. l\Iistrusting the dispositions of the 
Thespians, she constrained them to demolish the fortifications of 
their town; 2 as she had caused to be done fifty-two years before, 
after the- victory of Delium,3 on suspicion of leanings favorable 
to Athens. 

Such proceedings on the part of the Thebans in Breotia excited 
strong emotion at Athens; where the Platreans not only appeared 

1 Diodor. xv, 47. 
Pausanias (ix, 1, 3) places this capture of Platrea in the third year (count

ing the years from midsummer to midsummer) before the battle of Leuktra; 
or in the year of the archon Asteius at Athens ; which seems to me the 
true date, though Mr. Clinton supposes it (without ground, I think) to be 
contradicted by Xenophon. The year of the archon Asteius reaches from 
midsummer 3i3 to 372 B. c. It is in the latter half of the year that I sup
pose Platrea to have been taken. 

2 I infer this from Isokmtes, Or. xiv, (Plataic.) s. 21-38; compare also 
sect. 1 O. The Platrean speaker accuses the Thebans of having destroyed 
the walls of some Bceotian cities (over and above what they had done to 
Platrea,) and I venture to apply this to Thespire. Xenophon indeed states 
that the Thespians were at this very period treated exactly like the Pla
treans; that is, driven out of Bceotia, and their town destroyed; except 
that they had not the same claim on Athens (Hellen. vi, 3, l -u7r6Aic!a~ 
yevoµivov~: compare also vi, 3, 5). Diodorus also (xv, 46) speaks of the 
Thebans as having destroyed Thespire. But against this, I gather, from 
the Plataic Oration of Isokrates, that th< Thespians were not in the same 
plight with the Platreans when that oration was delivered ; that is, they 
were not expelled collectively out of Boootia. Moreover, Pausanias also 
expressly says that the Thespians were present in Bceotia at the time of 
the battle of Leuktra, and that they were expelled shortly afterwards. 
Pausanias at the same time gives a distinct storv, about the conduct of the 
Thespians, which it would not be reasonable to.reject (ix, 13, 3; ix, 14, 1). 
I believe therefore that Xenophon has spoken inaccurately in saying that 
the Thespians were u7ro~.ic!,-r before the battle of Leuktra. It is quite possi
ble that they might have sent supplications to Athens ( li.:ere'1ovrar - Xen. 
Hell. vi, 3, 1) in consequence of the severe mandate to demolish their 
walls. 

3 Thucyd. iv, 133. 
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as suppliants, with the tokens of misery conspicuously di11played, 
but also laid their case pathetically before the assembly, and in
voked aid to regain their town, of which they had been just bereft. 
On a question at once so touching and so full of political. conse
quences, many speeches were doubtless composed and delivered, 
one of which has fortunately reached us ; composed by Isokrates, 
and perhaps actually delivered by a Platrean speaker before the 
public assembly. The hard fate of this interesting little com
munity is here impressively set forth; including the bitterest 
reproaches, stated with not a little of rhetorical exaggeration; 
against the multiplied wrongs done by Thebes, as well towards 
Athens as towards Platrea. l\Iuch of his invective is more vehe
ment than conclusive. Thus when the orator repeatedly claims 
for Platrea her title to autonomous existence, under the guarantee 
of universal autonomy sworn at the peace of Antalkidas,I - the 
Thebans would doubtless reply, that at the time of that peace, 
Platrea was no longer in existence ; but had been extinct for forty 
years, and was only renovated afterwards by the Lacedremonians 
for their own political purposes. And the orator intimates plainly, 
that the Thebans were noway ashamed of their proceeding, but 
came to Athens to justify it, openly and avowedly ; moreover, 
several of the most di;;tinguished Athenian speakers espoused the 
same side.2 That the Platmans had cooperated with Sparta in 
her recent operations in Breotia against both Athens and Thebes, 
was an undeniable fact; which the orator himself can only extenu
ate by saying that they acted under constraint from a present 
Spartan force, - but which was cited on the opposite side as a 
proof of their philo-Spartan dispositions, and of their readiness 
again to join the common enemy as soon as he presented himself.3 
The Thebans would accuse Platrea of subsequent treason to the 

1 Isokrates, Or. xiv, (Plataic.) s. II, 13, 18, 42, 46, 47, 68. 
t Isokrates, Or. xiv, (Plat.) s. 3. El /t'i:v ovv µ~ 871f3aiovr fopwµev lK 11"av

ror Tp011"0V 11"aptaKtVaaµevov!: 11"ei-&etV vµiJ.!: L'!: OVOt'V tl!: f/µrif efoµaprf/Kaat, 
&ii f3pa:i;fov UV l:rrot71a&.µe1Ja TOV!: l.oyovr· E11"et&~ &' elr rovr' arvxiar ~l.IJo
µev, wanµ~ µovov fiµiv elvat TUV aywva 1rpor TOVTOV!: aAAU Kat TWV p71ropuv 
Tovr &vvarurU.rovr, oDr a11"il rwv i/µeripuv avroir ovrot 11"apeaKevuaavro avv11
yopovr, etc. · 

Compare sect. 36. 
3 Jsokr. Or. xiv, (Plat.) s. 12, 13, 14, 16, 28, 33, 48. 
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confederacy; and they even seem to have contended, that they 
had rendered a positive service to the general Athenian confed
eracy of which they were members,• by expelling the inhabitants 
of Platma and dismantling Thespioo ; both towns being not merely 
devoted to Sparta, but also adjoining Kith:.eron, the frontier line 
whereby a Spartan army would invade Breotia. Both in the pub
lic assembly of Athens, and in the general congress of the con
federates at that city, animated discussions were raised upon the 
whole subject; 2 discussions, wherein, as it appears, Epaminon
das, as the orator and representative of Thebes, was found a com
petent advocate against Kallistratus, the most distinguished speaker 
in Athens; sustaining the Theban cause with an ability which 
greatly enhanced his growing reputation.3 

But though the Thebans and their Athenian supporters, having 
all the prudential arguments on their side, carried the point so 
that no step was taken to restore the Platmans, nor any hostile 
declaration made against those to whom they owed their expulsion, 
-yet the general result of the debates, animated by keen sym
pathy with the Platrean sufferers, tended decidedly to poison the 
good feeling, . and loosen the ties, between Athens and Thebes. 
This change showed itself by an increased gravitation towards 
peace with Sparta; strongly advocated by the orator Kallistratus, 
and now promoted not merely by the announced Persian inter

1 Isokrat. Or. xiv, (Plat.) s. 23-27. /.tyov<nv l,,t;.{nrep roii 1<otvov ri::iv uvµ
µu;r_"1v TaVT' f:Tr(Ja~av -<f>aul To 8TJ/3afovt; l;r_ttV r1)v fiµerlpav, TOVTO uvµfiep<rll 
elvat rolr uvµµuxoit;, etc. 

2 Isokrat. Or. 14, (Plat.) s. 23, 24. 
3 Diodorus, (xv, 38) mentions the parliamentary conflict between Epami

nondas and Kallistratus, assigning it to the period immediately antecedent 
to the abortive peace concluded between Athens and Sparta three years 
before. I agree with W esseling (see his note ad Zoe.) in thinking that these 
debates more properly belong to the time immediately preceding the peace 
of 371 B. c. Diodorus has made great confusion between the two; some
times repeating twice over the same antecedent phenomena, as if they be· 
longed to both, - sometimes assigning to one what properly belongs to the 
other. 

The altercation between Epaminondas and Kallistratus (iv rfi> 1<otvfi> uvvt
opi<,i) seems to me more properly appertaining to debates in the assembly 
of the confederacy at Athens, - rather than to debates at Sparta, in the 
preliminary discussions for peace, where the altercations between Epami· 
nondas and .Agesilaus occurred. 
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vention, but by the heavy cost of war, and the absence of all 
prospective gain from its continuance. The resolution was at 
length taken,-first by Athens, and next, probably, by the ma-
jority of the confederates assembled at Athens, - to make propo
sitions of peace to Sparta, where it was well known that similar 
dispositions prevailed towards peace. Notice of this intention was 
given to the Thebans, who were invited to send envoys thither 
also, if they chose to become parties. In the spring of 371 B. c., 
at the time when the members of the Lacedremonian confederacy 
were assembled at Sparta, both the Athenian and Theban envoys, 
and those from the various members of the Athenian confederacy, 
arrived there. Among the Athenian envoys, two at least,- Kal
lias (the hereditary daduch or torchbearer of the Eleusinian cere
monies) and Autokles, - were men of great family at Athens ; 
and they were accompanied by Kallistratus the orator.I From 
the Thebans, the only man of note was Epaminondas, then one of 
the Breotarchs. 

Of ..he debates which took place at this important congress, we 
have very impe1fect knowledge; and of the more private diplo
matic conversations, not less important than the debates, we have 
no knowledge at all. Xenophon gives us a speech from each of 
the three Athenians, and from no one else. That of Kallias, who 
announces himself as hereditary proxenus of Sparta at Athens, 
is boastful and empty, but eminently philo-Laconian in spirit; 2 

that of Autokles is in the opposite tone, full of severe censure on 
the past conduct of Sparta ; that of Kallistratus, delivered after 
the other two,- while the enemies of Sparta were elate, her 
friends humiliated, and both parties silent from the fresh effect of 
the reproaches of Autokles,3 - is framed in a !'pirit of conciliation ; 
admitting faults on both sides, but deprecating the continuance of 
war, as injurious to both, and showing how much the joint inter
ests of both pointed towards peace.4 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 3, 3. 
It seems doubtful, from the language of Xenophon, whether Kallistratus 

was one of the envoys appointed, or only a companion. 
• Xen. Hellen. vi, 3, 4-6. 

3 Xen. Hellen. vi, 3, 7-10. Taiir' ei1ri:JV, Ul(,)1r7jv ~v 1rapil 1ravr"'v lrrol17

uev (Antokles), fiooµevovr; <le rovr; axftoµivovr; roir; AaKeoatµoviotr; f1roique. 
'Xen. Hellen. vi, 3, 10-17. 
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This orator, representing the Athenian diplomacy of the time, 
recognizes distinctly the peace of Antalkidas as the basis upon 
which Athens wis prepared to treat, - autonomy to each city, 
small as well as great; and in this way, coinciding with the views 
of the Persian king, he dismisses with indifference the menace 
that Antalkidas was on his way back from Persia with money 
to aid the Lacedremonians in the war. It was not from fear of 
the Persian treasures (he urged),- as the enemies of peace as
serted, - that Athens sought peace.1 Her affairs were now so 
prosperous, both by sea and land, as to prove that she only did so 
on consideration of the general evils of prolonged war, and on a 
prudent abnegation of that rash confidence which was always 
ready to contend for extreme stakes,!! like a gamester playing 
double or quits. The time had come for both Sparta and Athens 
now to desist from hostilities. The former had the strength on 
land, the latter was predominant at sea ; so that each could guard 
the other; while the reconciliation of the two would produce peace 
throughout the Hellenic world, since in each separate city, one of 
the two opposing local parties rested on Athens, the other on 
Sparta.3 But it was indispensably necessary that Sparta should 
renounce that system of aggression (already pointedly denounced 
by the Athenian, Autokles) on which she had acted since the 
peace of Antalkidas ; a system, from which she had at last reaped 
bitter fruits, since her unjust seizure of the Kadmeia had ended 
by throwing into the arms of the Thebans all those Bceotian cities, 
whose separate autonomy she had bent her whole policy to 
ensure.4 

Two points stand out in this remarkable speech, which takes a 
judicious measure of the actual position of affairs ; - first, au
tonomy to every city ; and autonomy in the genuine sense, not 
construed and enforced by the separate interests of Sparta, as it 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 3, 12, 13. 1 Xen. Hellen, vi, 3, 16. 
3 Xen. Hellen. vi, 3, 14. Kai yap oi) 1<aTa yijv µ'i:v nr uv, vµi:Jv rpi'Awv ov

Twv, lKaviJ~ yevotTO fiµii.r AV1rij11at: Kani 1%'Aanav ye µi)v Tl' UV vµi"i~ {3'Aa.pai 
Tt, fJµi:Jv Vµiv l1TtT'1}0eitJv Ovr<Jv; 

4 Xen. Hellen. vi, 3, 11. Kat vµiv oe lywye opw Ota Ta ayvwµ6vwr 7rpa;c
iHvra fortv oTe Kat Tro'A'Aa avrirvTra ytyvoµeva • wv l]v Kat Ii Kara'Ari<P'9 elua 
EV e~.Batr Kaoµeta. vvv yovv, ,;,~ (1) Eu71'0VOal1aTe avrovoµovr Tar 71'0Aetr yiy
pe11'9a1, 1r<'il11U 1raAtV, t7ret ~OIK~-&TJ11av ol 8rif3aiot, t11'' tKetVOlf yeyeVTJVTal. 
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had been at the peace of Antalkidas ; next, the distribution of such 
preeminence or headship, as was consistent with this universal au
tonomy, between Sparta and Athens; the former on land, the 
latter at sea,- as the means of ensuring tranquillity in Greece. 
That "autonomy perverted to Lacedremonian purposes,''- which 
Perikles had denounced before the Peloponnesian war as the con
dition of Peloponnesus, and which had been made the political 
canon of Greece by the peace of Antalki<las, - was now at an 
end. On the other hand, Athens and Sparta were to become mu
tual partners and guarantees; dividing the headship of Greece by 
an ascertained line of demarcation, yet neither of them interfering 
with the principle of universal autonomy. Thebes, and her claim 
to the presidency of Bceotia, were thus to be set aside by mutual 
consent. 

It was upon this basis that the peace was concluded. The 
armaments on both sides were to be disbanded ; the harmosts and 
garrisons everywhere withdrawn, in order that each city might 
enjoy full autonomy. If any city should fail in observance of 
these conditions, and continue in a career of force against any 
other, all were at liberty to take arms for the support of the in
jured party ; but no one who did not feel disposed, was bound so 
to take arms. This last stipulation exonerated the Lacedremonian 
allies from one of their most vexatious chains. 

To the conditions here mentioned, all parties agreed; and on 
the ensuing day the oaths were exchanged. Sparta took the oath 
for herself and her allies ; Athens took the oath for herself only; 
her allies afterwards took it severally, each city for itself. "'\Vhy 
such difference was made, we are not told ; for it would seem that 
the principle of severance applied to both confe_<leracies alike. 

Next came the turn of the Thebans to swear; and here the 
fatal hitch was disclosed. Epaminondas, the Theban envoy, in
sisted on taking the oath, not for Thebes separately, but for 
Thebes as president of the Bceotian federation, including all the 
Bceotian cities. The Spartan authorities on the other .hand, and 
Agesilaus as the foremost of all, strenuously opposed him. They 
required that he should swear for Thebes alone, leaving the Breo
tian cities to take the oath each for itself. 

Already in the course of the preliminary debates, Epaminon
das had spoken out boldly against the ascendency of Sparta. 
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While most of the deputies stood overawed by her dignity, repre
sented by the energetic Agesilaus as spokesman, - he, like the 
Athenian Autokles, and with strong sympathy from many of 
the deputies present, had proclaimed that nothing kept alive the 
war except her unjust pretensions, and that no peace could be du
rable unless such pretensions were put aside.I Accepting the 
conditions of peace as finally determined, he presented himself to 
swear to them in the name of the Bceotian federation. But Agesi
laus, requiring that each of the Bceotian cities should take the oath 
for itself, appealed to those same principles of liberty which Epami
nondas himself had just invoked, and asked him whether each of 
the Bceotian cities had not as good a title to autonomy as Thebes. 
Epaminondas might have replied by asking, why Sparta had just 
been permitted to take the oath for her allies as well as for hersel£ 

• 	 But he took a higher ground. Ile contended that the presidency 
of Bceotia was held by Thebes on as good a title as the sovereign
ty of Laconia by Sparta.2 He would remind the assembly that 
when Bceotia was first conquered and settled by its present inhabi
tants, the other towns had all been planted out from Thebes as 
their chief and mother-city ; that the federal union of all, adminis
tered by Bceotarchs chosen by and from all, with Thebes as presi
dent, was coeval with the first settlement of the country ; that the 
separate autonomy of each was qualified by an established institu
tion, devolving on the Bceotarchs and councils sitting at Thebes 
the management of the foreign relations of all jointly. All this 
had been already pleaded by the Theban orator fifty-six years 
earlier, before the five Spartan commissioners, assembled to deter
mine the fate of the captives after the surrender of Platrea; when 
he required the cqpdemnation of the Platreans as guilty of treason 
to the ancestral institutions of Bceotia ;3 and the Spartan commis-

J Plutarch, Agesil. c. 27. 	 • Plutarch. Agesil. c. 28. 
3 Thucyd. iii, 61. ~µwv (the Thebans) ICTlO"UVTWV IUaratav vo-repov rii( 

UAA1Jr Boli.JTtar Kal aAAa xtipia µer' avriir, a~vµµ[KTovr uv'9ptirrovr t~eUio-av
rer lo-xoµe:, ovK h~iovv ovrot (the Platreans), Cio-rrep trux-8-1/ ro rrp1j
rov, ~yeµoveveo-'9at v</J' *µwv, H(J <le TWV lil.Awv Botwrwv rrapa
/3 at V 0 VT e' TU 'Tr UTpl a, lrrrnJ~ 7rp00"1/Vay1<u(Ol'TO, 7rp00"£;(Wf!1/0"llV 1rp0( 

'Ai9-1}vaiov(, etc. 
Again ( c. 65) he says respecting the oligarchical Platreans who admitted 

the Theban detachment when it came by llight to surprise Platrea, - el <le 
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sioners had recognized the legitimacy of these institutions by a 
sweeping sentence of death against the transgressors. :Moreover, 
at a time when the ascendency of Thebes over the Bceotian cities 
had been greatly impaired by her anti-Hellenic cooperation with 
the invading Persians, the Spartans themselves had assisted her 
with all their power to reestablish it, as a countervailing force 
against Athens.I Epaminondas could show, that the presidency 
of Thebes over the Bceotian cities was the keystone of the fede
ration; a right not only of immemorial antiquity, but pointedly 
recognized and strenuously vindicated by the Spartans themselves. 
He could show farther that it was as old, and as good, as their own 
right to govern the Laconian townships ; which latter was acquired 
and held (as one of the best among their own warriors had boast
fully proclaimed)2 by nothing but Spartan valor and the sharp
ness of the Spartan sword. 

An emphatic speech of this tenor, delivered amidst the deputies 
assembled at Sparta, and arraigning the Spartans not merely in 
their supremacy over Greece, but even in their dominion at home, 
- was as it were the shadow cast before, by coming events. It 
opened a question such as no Greek had ever ventured to raise. It 
was a novelty startling to all,- extravagant probably in the eyes of 
Kallistratus and the Athenians, - but to the Spartans themselves, 
intolerably poignant ·and insulting.3 They had already a long 

U.vope1: vµi:Jv ol rrpi:JTOl Kai XP~µaat Kat ytve1' {3ovA.6µevot Ti;!: µ'i:v l;w ;vµµa
xia> vµii{ rraiiaat, E!: oe TU KOlVU TWV 7rUVTWV Bot<JTWV rrarpta 
Ka Ta a r 'iJ a a t, lrreKaA.foavTo {Kovre>, etc. ' 

Again ( c. 66 ), KaTiL Ta rravTwv {3otwTwv rraTpia, etc. Compare ii, 2. 
' Diodor. xi, 81. 
I Thucyd. iv, 126. 
Brasidas, addressing his soldiers when serving in l'rlacclonia, on the ap

proach of the Illyrians: 
,Ayai'Joi!: yap clva1. rrpM~Ktl vµiv ra 7rOAeµta, ov Ota ;vµµaxwv rrapovaiav 

i-KaUTOTE, uA.l.iL Ot' oiKtiav aper1Jv, Kai µ17oev 7rAr1i'Jo1: rrerpo{JiJai'Jat frtpwv· ol 
ye µ170[; U7r0 7r0AlTelWV TOlOVTWV 7/Kere, tv al1: ov rroA.A.ol l/My(,)V ap;rovatv, aA.
i'.a rrA.etovc.iv ftuA.l..ov D.aaaov•· ovK U.A.A..;J rtvl 1CT17aaµevoi r7jv ov
vaaretav i/ r.;J µa;roµevot KpaTelv. 

3 One may judge of the revolting effect protluced by such a proposition, 
before the battle of Leuktra,- by reading the language which Isokrates 
puts into the mouth of the Spartan prince .Archidamus, five or six years 
after that battle, protesting that all Spartan patriots ought to perish rather 
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account of antipathy to cl~ar off with Thebes; their own wrong
doing in seizing the Ka<lmeia, - their subsequent humiliation in 
losing it and being unable to recover it, - their recent short-com
ings and failures, in the last seven years of war against Athens 
and Thebes jointly. To aggravate this deep-seated train of hostile 
associations, their pride was now wounded in an unforeseen point, 
the tenderest of all. Agesilaus, full to overflowing of the national 
sentiment, which in the mind of a Spartan passed for the first of 
virtues, was stung to the quick. Had he been an Athenian orator 
like Kallistratus, his wrath woul<l have found vent in an animated 
harangue. But a king of Sparta was anxious only to close these 
offensive discussions with scornful abruptness, thus leaving to the 
presumptuous Theban no middle ground between humble retrac
tion and acknowledged hostility. Indignantly starting from his 
seat, he said to Epaminondas, - " Speak plainly, - will you, or 
will you not, leave to each of the Bmotian cities its separate auto
nomy?" To which the other replied-" ·wm you leave each of 
the Laconian towns autonomous ? " ·without saying another word, 
Agesilaus immediately caused the name of the Thebans to be 
struck out of the roll, and proclaimed them excluded from the 
treaty.L 

than consent to the relinquishment of Messenia, - trtpt µi:v a?.?.wv nvi:Jv 
aµ¢itaf31JT~IJftr, lyiyvovTO, trtpt oe Mwa~v11r, OVTe {3aat?.rvr, o{rit' i1 TWV 'AfJTj
va£wv 7r0Atr, oi·oi: rrwrrofJ' i)µiv tveKUAf(Jt'V wr uoiKwr Kt'KT1}µi-vo1r OVT~V (Isok. 
Arch. s. 32). In the spring of 371 n. c., what had once been Messenia, was 
only a portion of Laconia, which no one thought of distinguishing from 
the other portions (see Thucyd. iv, 3, 11 ). 

1 Plutarch, Agesil. c. 28; Pausanias, ix, 13, l; compare Diodor. xv, 51. 
Pausanias erroneously assigns the debate to the congress preceding the 
peace of Antalkidas iu 387 n. c.; at which time Epaminondas was an un
known man. 

Plutarch gives this interchange of brief questions, between Agesilaus and 
Epaminondas, which is in substance the same as that given by Pausanias, 
and 11as every appearance of being the truth. But he introduces it in a 
very bold and abrupt way, such as cannot be conformable to the realitv. 
To raise a question about the right of Sparta to govern Laconia, was a mo;t 
daring novelty. A courageous and patriotic Theban might venture upon 
it as a retort against those Spartans who questioned the right of Thebes to 
~er presidency of Boootia; but he would never do so without assigning his 
i:easons to justify an assertion so startEng to a large portion of his hearers. 
The reasons which I here ascribe to Epaminondas are such as we know to 
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Such was the close of this memorable congress at Sparta in 
June, 371 B. c. Between the Spartans and Athenians, and their 
respective allies, peace was sworn. But the Thebans were ex
cluded, and their deputies returned home (if we may believe 
Xenophonl) discouraged and mournful. Yet such a man as Epa
minondas must have been well aware that neither his claims nor 
his arguments would be admitted by Sparta. If therefore he was 
disappointed with the result, this must be because he had counted 
upon, but did not obtain, support from the Athenians or others. 

The leaniug of the Athenian deputies had been adverse rather 
than favorable to Thebes throughout the congress. They were 
disinclined, from their sympathies with the Platreans, to advocate 
the presidential claims of Thebes, though on the whole it was the 
political interest of Athens that the Bmotian federation should be 

have formed the Theban creed, in reference to the Bwotian cities; such as 
were actually urged by the Theban orator in 427 n. c., when the fate of the 
Platrean captives was under discussion. After Epaminon<las had once laid 
out the reasons in support of his assertion, he might then, if the same brief 
question were angrily p·ut to him a second time, meet it with another equal
ly brief counter-question or retort. It is this final interchange of thrusts 
which Plutarch has given, omitting the arguments previously stated by Epa
minon<las, and necessary to warrant the seeming paradox which he ad
vances. '!Ve must recollect that Epaminondas docs not contend that 
Thebes was entitled to as much power in Bceotia as Sparta in Laconia. He 
only contends that Bceotia, under the presidency of Thebes, was as much 
an integral political aggregate, as Laconia under Sparta,- in reference to 
the Grecian world. 

Xenophon differs from Plutarch in l1is account of the conduct of the 
Theban envoys. He docs not mention Epaminondas at all, nor any envoy 
by name; but he says that "the Thchans, having entered their name amonti 
the cities which had taken the oaths, came on the next <lay and requested, 
that the entry might be altered, and that ' tlie lla:otians' might be snbHtituted 
in place of the Thebans, as having taken the oath. Agesilans told them 
that he could make no change ; but he would strike their names out if they 
chose. and he accordingly <lid strike them out" (vi, 3, 19). It seems to me 
that this account is far less probable than that of Plutarch, and bears every 
mark of being incorrect. 'Vhy should such a man as Epaminondas (who. 
doubtless was the envoy) consent at first to waive the presidential preten-. 
sions of Thebes, and to swear for her alone 1 If he did consent, why should 
he retract the next day 1 Xenophon is anxious to make out Agcsilaus to 
be as much in the right as nrny be; since the fatal consequences of his pro-' 
ceedings manifested themselves but too soon. 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. vi, 3, 20. 
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maintained, as a bulwark to herself against Sparta. Yet the rela
tions of Athens with Thebes, after the congress as before it, were 
still those of friendship, nominal rather than sincere. It was only 
with Sparta, and her allies, that Thebes was at war, without a 
single ally attached to her. On the whole, Kallistratus and his 
colleagues had managed the interests of Athens in this congress with 
great prudence and success. They had disengaged her from the 
alliance with Thebes, which had been dictated seven years before 
by common fear and dislike of Sparta, but which had no longer 
any adequate motive to countervail the cost of continuing the war; 
at the same time, the disengagement had been accomplished with
out bad faith. The gains of Athens, during the last seven years 
of war, had been considerable. She had acquired a great naval 
power, and a body of maritime confederates ; while her enemies 
the Spartans had lost their naval power in the like proportion. 
Athens was now the ascendent leader of maritime and insular 
Greece, - while Sparta still continued to be the leading power 
on land, but only on land; and a tacit partnership was now es
tablished between the two, each recognizing the other in their 
respective halves of the Hellenic hegemony.I l\Ioreover, Athens 
had the prudence to draw her stake, and quit the game, when at 
the maximum of her acquisitions, without taking the risk of future 
contingencies. 

On both sides, the system of compulsory and indefeasable con
federacies was renounced; a renunciation which had already been 
once sworn to, sixteen years before, at the peace of Antalkidas, but 
treacherously perverted by Sparta in the execution. Under this 
new engagement, the allies of Sparta or Athens ceased to con
stitute an organized permanent body, voting by its majority, pass
ing resolutions permanently binding upon dissentients, arming the 
chief state with more or less power of enforcement against all, 
and forbidding voluntary secessions of individual members. They 
became a mere uncemented aggregate of individuals, each acting 
for himself; taking counsel together as long as they chose, and co
operating so far as all were in harmony ; but no one being bound 
by any decision of the others, !!or recognizing any right in the 
others to compel him even to pe1formance of what he had specially 

1 Diodor. xv, 38-82. 



173 THEBES AND SPARTA. 

promised, if it became irksome. By such change, therefore, both 
Athens and Sparta were losers in power; yet the latter to a much 
greater extent than the former, inasmuch as her reach of power 
over her allies had been more comprehensive and st1ingent. 

"\Ve here see the exact point upon which the requisition ad
dressed by Sparta to Thebes, and the controversy between Epa
minondas and Agesilaus, really turned. Agesilaus contended that 
the relation between Thebes and the other Breotian cities was the 
same as what subsisted between Sparta and lier allies ; that ac
eor<lingly, when Sparta renounced the indefeasible and compulsory 
character of her confederacy, and agreed to deal with each of its 
members as a self-acting and independent unit, she was entitled to 
demand that Thebes should do the same in reference to the Breo
tian towns. Epaminondas, on the contrary, denied the justice of 
this parallel. Ile maintained that the proper subject of compar
ison to be taken, was the relation of Sparta, not to her extra-La
conian allies, but to the Laconian townships; that the federal 
union of the Breotian towns under Thebes was coeval with the 
Bccotian settlement, and among the most ancient phenomena of 
Greece ; that in reference to other states, Bmotia, like Laconia or 
Attica, was the compound and organized whole, of which each 
separate city was only a fraction; that other Greeks had no more 
right to meddle with the internal constitution of these fractions, 
and convert each of them into an integer, - than to insist on 
separate independence for each of the townships of Laconia. 
Epaminondas did not mean to contend that the power of Thebes 
over the Bmotian cities was as complete and absolute in degree, 
as that of Sparta over the Laconian townships; but merely that 
her presidential power, and the federal system of which it formed 
a part, were establi~hed, indefeasible, and beyond the interference 
of any Hellenic convention, - quite as much as the internal 
government of Sparta in Laconia. 

Once already this question had been disputed between Sparta 
and Thebes at the peace of Antalkidas ; and already decided once 
by the superior power of the former, extorting submission from 
the latter. The last sixteen years had reversed the previous 
decision, and enabled the Thebans to reconquer those presidential 
rights of which the former peace had deprived them. Again,, 
therefore, the question stood for decision, with keener antipathy 
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on both sides, - with diminished power in Sparta,-but with 
increased force, increased confidence, and a new leader whose 
inestimable worth was even yet but half-known, - in Thebes. 
The Athenians, - friendly with both, yet· allies of neither, 
suffered the dispute to be fought out without interfering. How it 
was settled will appear in the next chapter. 

CHAPTER LXXVIII. 

BATTLE OF LEUKTRA AXD ITS COXSEQUE:NCES. 

lmrnDIATELY after the congress at Sparta in June 371 B. c., 
the Athenians and Lace<lremonians both took steps to perform the 
covenants sworn respectively to each other as well as to the allies 
generally. The Athenians despatched orders to Iphikrates, who 
was still at Korkyra or in the Ionian Sea, engaged in incursions 
against the Lacedremonian or Peloponnesian coasts, - that he 
should forthwith conduct his fleet home, and tliat if he had made 
any captures subsequent to the exchange of oaths at Sparta, they 
should all be restored ;I so as to prevent the misunderstanding 
which had occurred fifty-two years before with Brasidas,11 in the 
peninsula of Pallene. The Lacedremonians on their side sent to 
withdraw their harmosts and their garrisons from every city still 
under occupation. Since they had already made such promise 
once before, at the peace of Antalkidas, but had never per
formed it, - commissioners,3 not Spartans, were now named 
from the general congress, to enforce the execution of the agree
ment. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 1. 1 Thucyd. iv. 
3 Diodorus, xv, 38. l~aywyel,, Xen. Hellen. l. c. 
Diodorus refers the statements in this chapter to the peace between Ath

ens and Spa1ia in 374 B. c. I have already remarked that they belong 
properly to the peace of 371 B. c.; as Wesseling suspects in his note. 
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No great haste, however, was probably shown in executing this 
part of the conditions ; for the whole soul and sentiment of the 
Spartans were absorbed by their quarrel with Thebes. The miso
Theban impulse now drove them on with a fury which overcame 
all other thoughts; and which, though doubtless Agesilaus and 
others considered it at the time as legitimate patriotic resentment 
for the recent insult, appeared to the philo-Laconian Xenophon, 
when he looked back upon it from the subsequent season of Spar
tan ·humiliation, to be a misguiding inspiration sent by the gods,l 
- like that of the Homeric Ate. Now that Thebes stood isolated 
from Athens and all other allies out of Breotia, Agesilaus had full 
confidence of being able to subdue her thoroughly. The same im
pression of the superiority of Spartan force was also entertained 
both by the Athenians and by other Greeks; to a great degree even 
by the Thebans themselves. It was anticipated that the Spartans 
would break up the city of Thebes into villages (as they had done 
at l\Iantinea) or perhaps retaliate upon her the fate which she had 
inflicted upon Platma- or even decimate her citizens and her 
property to the profit of the Delphian god, pursuant to the vow 
that had been taken more than a century before, in consequence 
of the assistance lent by the Thebans to Xerxes.2 .Few persons 
out of Bccotia doubted of the success of Sparta.· 

To attack Thebes, however, an army was wanted; and as Sparta, 
by the peace just sworn, had renounced everything like imperial 
ascendency over her allies, leaving each of them free to send or 
withhold assistance as they chose, - to raise an army was no easy 
task; for the allies, generally Fpeaking, being not at all inflamed 
with the Spartan antipathy against Thebes, desired only to be left 
to enjoy their newly-acquired liberty. But it so happened, that 
at the moment when peace was sworn, the Spartan king Kleom
brotus was actually at the head of an army, of Lacedmmonians 
and allies, in Phokis, on the north-western frontier of Breotia. Im
mediately on hearing of the peace, Kleombrotus sent home to ask 
for instructions as to his future proceedings. By the unanimous 
voice of the Spartan authorities and assembly, with .Agesilaus as 

I Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 3. f;oq yap, ii~ fotKe, TO oatµovtov ~yev, etc. 
2 Xen. Hellen. vi, 3, 20; Plutarch, Pelopid. c. 20; Diodor. xv, 51. 
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the most vehement of a11,1 he was directed to march against the 
Thebans, unless they f:'hould flinch at the last moment (as they had 
done at the peace of Antalkidas), and relinquish their presidency 
over the other Bceotian cities. One citizen alone, named Prothous, 
interrupted this unanimity. He protested against the order, first, 
as a violation of their oaths, which required them to disband the 
army and reconstitute it on the Toluntary principle, - next, as 
imprudent in regard to the allies, who now looked upon such lil>
erty as their right, and would never sen·e with cordiality unless it 
were granted to them. But Prothous was treated with ilisdain as 
a silly alarmist,2 and the peremptory order was despatched to 
Kleombrotus; accompanied, probably, by a reinforcement of Spar
tans and Lacedremonians, the number of whom, in the ensuing 
battle, seems to have been greater than can reasonably be imag
ined to have been before serring in Phokis. 

:Meanwhile no symptoms of concession were manifested at 
Thebes.3 Epaminondas, on his return, had found cordial sympa
thy with the resolute tone which he had adopted both in defence 
of the Bmotian federation and against Sparta. Though every one 
felt the magnitude of the danger, it was still hoped that the enemy 
might be prevented from penetrating out of Phokis into Bmotia. 
Epaminondas accordingly occupieu with a strong force the narrow 
pass near Koroneia, lying between a spur of Mount llelikon on 
one side and the Lake Kopiiis on the other ; the same position as 
had been taken by the Breotians, and forced by the army return
ing from Asia under Agesilaus, twenty-three years before. Or
chomenus lay northward (that i5, on the Phokian side) of this 
position; and its citizens, as well as its Lacedwmcmirm garrison, 
now doubtless formed part of the invading army of Kleombrotus. 
That prince, with a degree of military skill rare in the Spartan 
commanders, baffied all the Theban calculations. Instead ofmarch

1 Plutarch. Agcsilaus, c. 28. 
• Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 2, 3. i'Ketvw µl:v rp"Avapei:v h~aaro, etc. 
3 It is stated that either the Laced::emonians from Sparta, or Klcombro

tus from I'hokis, sent a new fonnal re11ui~ition to Thebes, that the Breotian 
cities should be left autonomous; and the requisition was repudiated (Dio
dor. xv, 51; Aristeidcs, Or. (Leuktr.) ii, xxxiv, p. 644, ed. Dindorf. Bu~ 
such mission seems very doubtful. 
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ing by the regular road from Phokis into Bccotia, he turned south
ward by a mountain-road scarcely deemed practicable, defeated the 
Theben division under Ch::creas which guarded it, and crossed the 
ridge of Hclikon to the Bccotian port of Kreusis on the Crissrean 
Gulf. Coming upon this place by surprise, he stormed it, captur
ing twelve Theban triremes which lay in the harbor. Ile then left 
a garrison to occupy the port, and marched without delay over the 
mountainous ground into the territory of Thespi::c on the eastern 
declivity of Helikon; where he encamped on the high ground, at a 
place of ever-memorable name, called Leuktra.I 

Here was an important success, skilfully gained; not only plac
ing Kleombrotus within an easy march of'Thcues, but also opening 
a sure communication by sea with Sparta, through the port of Kreu
sis, and thus eluding the difliculties of l\Iount Kith::cron. Both the 
king and the Lacedmmonians around him were full of joy and 
confidence; while the Thebans on their side were struck with dis
may as well as surprise. It required all the ability of Epaminon
das, and all the daring of Pelopitlas, to uphold the resolution of 
their countrymen, and to explain away or neutralize the terrific 
signs and portents, which a dispirited Greek was sure to see in 
every accident of the road. At length, however, they succeeded in 
this, and the Thebans with their allied Ilccotians were marched 
out from Thebes to Leuktra, where they were posted on a declivity 
opposite to the Spartan camp. They were commanded by the 
seven Bccotarchs, of whom Epaminondas was one. But such WM 

the prevalent apprehension of joining battle with the Spartans on 
equal terms, that even when actually on the ground, three of these 
l~ccotarchs refused to concur in the order for fighting, and pro
posed to shut themselves up in Thelies for a siege, sending their 
wives and families away to Athens. Epaminondas was vainly com
batting their determination, when the seventh Bccotarch, Bran
chylide:S, arrived from the passes of Kithxron, where he liad been 
on guard, and was prevailed upon to vote in favor of the bolder 
course. Though a majority was thus secured for fighting, yet the 
feeling throughout the Theban camp was more that of brave de
i::pair than of cheering hope ; a conviction that it was better to 
pcri~h in the field, than to live in exile with the Laced::cmonians 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 3, 4; Diodor. xv, 53; Pausan. ix, 13, 2. 
VOL. x. 8* 12oc. 
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masters of the Kadmeia. Some encouraging omens, however, were 
transmitted to the camp, from the temples in Thebes as well as 
from that of Trophonius at Lebadeia :1 and a Spartan exile named 
Leandrias, serving in the Theban ranks, ventured to assure them 
that they were now on the very spot foredoomed for the overthrow 
of the Lacedremonian empire. Here stood the tomb of two females 
(daughters of a Leuktrian named Skedasus) who had been violated 
by two Lacedremonians and had afterwards slain themselves. Ske
dasus, after having in vain attempted to obtain justice from the 
Spartans for this outrage, came back, imprecating curses on them, 
and slew himself also. The vengeance of these departed sufferers 
would now be sure to pour itself out on Sparta, when her army 
was in their own district and near their own tomb. And the The
ban leaders, to whom the tale was full of opportune encourage
ment, crowned the tomb with wreaths, invoking the aid of its 
inmates against the common enemy now present.2 

While others were thus comforted by the hope of superhuman aid, 
Epaminondas, to whom the order of the coming battle had been 
confided, took care that no human precautions should we wanting. 
His task was arduous ; for not only were his troops dispirited, 
while those of the enemy were confident, - but their numbers 
were inferior, and some of the Bceotians present were hardly even 

1 Kallisthenes, apud Cic. de Divinatione, i, 34, Fragm. 9, ed. Didot. 
s Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 7; Diodor. xv, 54; Paus:m. ix, 13, 3; Plutarch, Pe

lopid. c. 20, 21; Polyamus, ii, 3, 8. 
The latter relates that l'elopidas iu a dream saw Skedasus, who directed 

him to offer on this tomb "an aubum virgin" to the deceased females. Pe
lopidas and his friends were greatly perplexed about the fulfilment of this 
command; many urged that it was necessary for some maiden to devote 
herself, or to be devoted by her parents, as a victim for the safety of the 
country, like Mencekeus and :llfakaria in the ancient legends ; others de
nounceQ. the idea as cruel and inadmissible. In the midst of the debate, a 
mare, with a chestnut filly, galloped up, and stopped not far off; upon which 
the prophet Theokri tus exclaimed, - " Here comes the victim required, 
sent by the special providence of the gods." The chestnut filly was caught 
and offered as a sacrifice on the tomb; every one being in high spirits from 
a conviction that the mandate of the gods had been executed. 

The prophet Theokritns figures in the treatise of Plutarch De Genio So
cratis (e. 3, p. 576 D.) as one of the companions of Pelopiuas in the con
spiracy whereby the Theban oligarchy was put down and the Lacedremo
nians expelled from the Kadmeia. 
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trustworthy.· "What the exact numbers were on either side, we are 
not permitted to know. Diodorus assigns about six thousand men 
to the Thebans ; Plutarch states the numbers of Kleombrotus at 
eleven thousand.I 'Without placing faith in these figures, we see 
good reason for believing that the Theban total was decidedly in
terior. For such inferiority Epaminondas strove to make up by 
skilful tactics, and by a combination at that time novel as well as 
ingenious. In all former Grecian battles, the opposite armies had 
been drawn up in line, and had fought along the whole line; or at 
least such had been the intention of the generals, - and if it was 
not realized, the cause was to be sought in accidents of the ground, 
or backwardness or disorder on the part of some division of the 
soldiers. Departing from this habit, Epaminondas now arrayed his 
troops so as to bring his own left to bear with irresistible force upon 
the Spartan right, and to keep back the rest of his army compara~ 
tively out of action. Knowing that Kleombrotus, with the Spar
tans and all the official persons, would be on the right of their own 
line, he calculated that, if successful on this point against the best 
troops, he should find little resistance from the remainder. Ac
cordingly he placed on his own left wing chosen Theban hoplites, 
to the prodigious depth of fifty shields, with Pclopidas and the Sa
cred Band in front. His order of advance was di~posed obliquely 
or in echelon, so that the deep column on the left should join bat
tle first, while the centre and right kept comparatively back arid 
held themselves more in a defensive attitude. 

In 371 B. c., such a combination was absolutely new, and be
tokened high milit.'lry genius. It is therefore no disgrace to 
Kleombrotus that he was not prepared for it, and that he atlhered 
to the ortlinary Grecian tactics of joining battle at once along the 
whole line. But so unbounded was the confidence reigning among 
the Spartans, that there never was any occasion on which peculiar 
precautions were less' thought 0£ "\Vhen, from their entrenched 
camp on the Leuktrian eminence, they saw the Thebans encamped 
on an opposite eminence, separated from them by a small breadth 
of low ground and moderate declivities, - their only impatience 
was to hurry on the decisive moment, so as to prevent the enemy 
from escaping. Both the partisans and the opponents of Kleom

• Dio<lor. xv, 52-56; Plutarch, Pclop. c. 20. 
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brotus united in provoking the order for battle, each in their own 
language. The former urged him, since he had never yet done 
anything against the Thebans, to strike a blow, and clear himself 
from the disparaging comparisons which rumor instituted between 
him and Agesilaus; the latter gave it to be understood, that if 
Kleombrotus were now backward, their suspicions would be con
firmed that he leaned in his heart towards the Thebans.1 Proba
bly the king was himself sufficiently eager to fight, and so would 
any other Spartan general have been, under the same circum
stances, before the battle of Leuktra. But even had he been 
otherwise, the impatience, prevalent among the Lacedremonian 
portion of his army, left him no option. Accordingly, the decided 
resolution to fight was taken. The last council was held, and the 
final orders issued by Kleombrotus, after his morning meal, where 
copious libations of wine both attested and increased the confident 
temper of every man. The army was marched out of the camp, 
and arrayed on the lower portion of the declivity; Kleombrotus 
with the Spartans and most of the Lacedremonians being on the 
right, in an order of twelve deep. Some Lacedoomonians were 
also on the left, but respecting the order of the other parts of the 
line, we have no information. The cavalry was chiefly posted 
along the front. 

l\leanwhile, Eparninondas also marched down his declivity, in 
his own chosen order of battle : his left wing being both forward, 
and strengthened into very deep order, for desperate attack. His 
cavalry too were posted in front of his line. But before he com
menced his march, he sent away his baggage and attendants home 
to Thebes; while at the same time he made proclamation that any 
of his Bceotian hoplites, who were not hearty in the cause, might 
also retire, if they chose. Of such permission the Thespians im
mediately a>ailed themselves ;2 EO many were there, in the Theban 
eamp, who estimated the chances to be all iri favor of Laced::cmo
nian victory. But when these men, a large portion of them un
armed, were seen retiring, a corniderable detachment from the 
:mny of Klcomhrotus, either with or without orders, ran after to 
prevent thcjr escape, uml forced them to rctum for Rafcty to the 

1 Xcn. Hellen. vi, 4, 5. 

2 Polyren. ii, 2, 2; Pnusanias, ix, 13, 3; ix, 14, 1. 
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main Theban army. The most zealous among the allies of Sparta 
present, - the Phokians, the Phliasians, and the Herakleots, to
gether with a body of merccnaries,-executed this movement; 
which seems to have weakened the Laced::emonians in the main 
battle, without doing any mischief to the Thebans. • 

The cavalry first engaged, in front of both lines; and here the 
superiority of the Thebans soon became manifest. The Lacedre
monian cavalry, - at no time very good, but at this moment unu
sually bad, coinposed of raw and feeble novices, mounted on 
horses provided by the rich, - was soon broken and driven back 
upon the infantry, whose ranks were disturbed by the fugitives. 
To reestablish the battle, Kleombrotus gave the word for the in
fantry to advance, himself personally leading the right. The Tic
torious Theban cavalry probably hung upon the Laced::emonian 
infantry of the centre and left, and prevented them from making 
much forward movement ; while Epaminondas and Pelopidas with 
their left, advanced according to their intention to bear down Kle
ombrotus and his right wing. The shock here was_ terrible ; on 
both sides victory was resolutely and desperately disputed, in a 
close hana-combat, with pushing of opposite shields and opposite 
ma:;ses. But such was the overwhelming force of the Theban 
charge, - with the sacred band or chosen warriors in front, com
posed of men highly trained in the pal::estra,1 and the deep column 
of fifty shields propelling behind, - that even the Spartans, with 
all their courage, obstinacy, and discipline, were unable to stand up 
against !t. Kleombrotus, himself either in or near the front, was 
mortally wounded, apparently early in the battle; and it was only 
by heroic and unexampled efforts, on the part of his comrades 
around, that he was carried off yet alive, so as to preserve him 
from falling into the hands of the enemy. Around him also fell 
the most eminent members of the Spartan official staff; Deinon 
the polemarch, Sphodrias, with his son Kleonymus, and several 
others. After an obstinate resistance and a femfol slaughter, the 
right wing of the Spartans was completely beaten, and driven 
hack to their camp on the higher ground. 

It was upon this Spartan right wing, where the Thcb:m left 
was irresistibly strong, that all the stress of the battle fell, - as 

1 Plutnrch, Symposiac. ii, 5, p. 639 F. 
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Epaminondas had intended that it should. In no other part of 
the line does there appear to have been any serious fighting; partly 
through his deliberate scheme of not pushing forward either his 
centre or his right, - partly through the preliminary victory of 
the Theban cavalry, which probably checked a part of the forward 
march of the enemy's line, - and partly also through the lukewarm 
adherence, or even suppressed hostility, of the allies marshalled 
under the command of Kleombrotus.1, The Phokians and IIera
kleots, - zealous in the cause from hatred of Thebes,- had quit
ted the line to strike a blow at the retiring baggage and attendants; 
while the remainiiig allies, after mere nominal fighting and little 
or no loss, retired to the camp as soon as they saw the Spartan 
right defeated and driven back to it. l\loreover, even some Lace
dremonians on the left wing, probably astounded by the lukewarm
ness of those around them, and by the unexpected calamity on 
their own right, fell back in the same manner. The whole Lace
dIBmonian force, with the dying king, was thus again assembled 
and formed behind the entrenchment on the higher ground, where 
the victorious Thebans did not attempt to molest them}! 

But very different were their feelings as they now stood arrayed 
in the camp, from that exulting boastfulness with which they had 
quitted it an hour or two before; and fearful was the loss when it 
came to be verified. Of seven hundred Spartans who had marched 
forth from the camp, only three hundred returned to it.3 One 
thousand LacedIBmonians, besides, had been left on the field, even 
by the admission of Xenophon ; probably the real null)ber was 

I Pausanias (ix, 13, 4 j compare viii, 6, 1) Jays great stress upon this indif
ference or even treachery of the allies. Xenophon says quite enough to au· 
thenticate the reality of the fact (Hellen vi, 4, 15-24); see also Cicero De 
Offic. ii, 7, 26. 

Polyrenus has more than one anecdote respecting the dexterity of Agesi
laus in dealing with fainthearted conduct or desertion on the part of the allies 
of Sparta (Polyron. ii, 1, 18-20). 

2 Xcn. Hellen. vi, 4, 13, 14. 
3 Xcn. Hellen. I. c. Plutarch (Agcsil. c. 28) states a thousand Lacedre

monians to have been slain; Pausanias (ix, 13, 4) gives the number as more 
than a thou;:nnd; Dioclorus mentions four thousand (xv, 56), whirh is douht
lcss above the truth, though the number given by Xenophon may be fairly 
presumed as somewhat below it. Dionysius of Ilalikarnassus ( Antiq. Roman. 
ii, 17) states that seventeen hundred Spartans perished. 
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even larger. Apart from this, the death of Kleombrotus was of 
itself an event impressive to every one, the like of which had 
never occurred since the fatal day of Thermopylre. But this was 
not all. The allies who stood alongside of them in arms were 
now altered men. All were sick of their cause, and averse to 
farther exertion; some scarcely concealed a positive satisfaction 
at the defeat. And when the surviving polemarchs, now com
manders, took counsel with t11e principal officers as to the steps 
proper in the emergency, there were a few, but very few, Spartans 
who pressed for renewal of the battle, and for recovering by force 
their slain brethren in the iield, or perishing in the attempt. 
All the rest felt like beaten men; so that the polemarchs, giving 
effect to the general sentiment, sent a herald to solicit the regular 
truce for burial of their dead. This the Thebans granted, after 
erecting their own trophy.I But Epaminondas, aware that the 
Spartans would practise every stratagem to conceal the magnitude 
of their losses, coupled the grant with a condition that the allies 
should bury their dead first. It was found that the allies had 
scarce any dead to pick up, and that nearly every slain warrior 
on the field was a Laceda;monian.2 And thus the Theban general, 
while he placed the loss beyond possibility of concealment, pro
claimed at the same time such public evidence of Spartan courage, 
as to rescue the misfortune of Leuktra from all aggravation on the 
score of dishonor. \V11at the Theban loss was, Xenophon does 
not tell us. Pausanias states it at forty-seven men,3 Diodorus at 
three hundred. The former number is preposterously small, and 
even the latter is doubtless under the truth ; for a victory in close 
fight, over soldiers like the Spartans, must have been dearly pur
chased. Though the bodies of the Spartans were given up to 
burial, their arms were retained ; and the shields of the principal 
officers were seen by the traveller Pausanias at Thebes iive 
hundred years afterwards.4 

Twenty days only had elapsed, from the time when Epaminon
das quitted Sparta after Thebes had been excluded from the 
general peace, to the day when he stood victorious on the field of 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 15. • 

2 Pausan. ix, 13, 4; Plutarch, Apotheg. Reg. p. 195 B.; Cicero, de offi


ciis, ii, 7. 
3 Pansan. ix, 13, 4 ; Diodor. xv, 55. 4 Pausan. ix, 16, 3. 
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Leuktra.1 The event came like a thunderclap upon every one in 
Greece, upon victors as well as vanquished, - upon allies and 
neutrals, near and distant, alike. The general expectation had 
been that Thebes would he speedily overthrown and dismantled; 
instead of which, not only she had escaped, but had inflicted a 
crushing blow on the military majesty of Sparta. It is in vain 
that Xenophon, - whose account of the battle is obscure, partial, 
and imprinted with that chagrin which the event occasioned to 
him,2 -ascribes the defeat to untoward accidents,3 or to the rash
ness and convivial carelessness of Kleombrotus ; upon whose 
generalship Agesilaus and his party at Sparta did not scruple to 
cast ungenerous reproach,4 while others faintly exculpated him by 
saying that he had fought contrary to his better judgment, under 

1 This is an important date, preserved by Plutarch (Agcsil. c. 28). The 
congress was broken up at Sparta on the fourteenth of the Attic month Skir
rophorion (June), the last month of the year of the Athenian archon Alkis
thenes; the battle \vas fought on the fifth of the Attic month of Hekatom
breon, the first month of the next Attic year, of the archon Phrasikleides: 
about the beginning of July. 

' Diodorus differs from Xenophon on one important matter connected 
with the battle; affirming that Archidamus son of Agesilaus was present 
and fought, together with various other circumstances, which I shall discuss 
presently, in a future note. I follow Xenophon. 

3 Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 8. El, o' ovv T1/v µuxT/v Toi, µev Aaim)a1µov£ot, 'lrUVTa 
TUVUVTta lyiyve-ro, roi• oi: (to the Thebans) 'lrUVTa Klll V'lrO Ti'/• rVXT/• KaTCJP
'9ovro. 

• Isokratcs, in the Oration vi, railed Archidamus (composed about five years 
after the battle, as if to be spoken by Archidamus son of Agesilaus ), puts 
this statement distinctly into the mouth of Arrhidamus - µtxpt µi:v raVTT/<1t 
-ri'/• i;µcpa• 0eov11rvxT1Kiva1 rloKovµev lv TV µftx7J rfi 7rpo• 0T/f3a£ov,, Kat roi• 
µf:v <1Wfta<1l 1<paTT1fti'Jvat Ota To V oVIC bp ft CJ' f; y T/ <1 aµ eVo V, etc. ( s. 9 ). 

I take his statement as good evidence of the real opinion entertained both 
by Agesilaus and by Archidamus; an opinion the more natural, since the 
two contemporary kings of Sparta were almost always at variance, and at 
the heacl of opposing parties; especially true about Agesilaus and Kleom
brotus, during the life of the latter. 

Cicero ( prohably copying Kallisthenes or Ephorus) says, de Offieiis, i, 24. 
84- "Illa plaga (Laccdremoniis) pestifera, qua, quum Cleombrotus invi<li
am timens tcmcre cum Epaminond:l. conflixisset, Laeedremoniorum opes 
corrnerunt." Polyb~1s remarks (ix, 23, we know not from whom he hor
rowed) that all the proceedings of Klcombrotus during the empire of Sparta., 
were marked with a generous rcgmd for the interests and feelings of the al· 
lies; while tho proceedings of Agesilans were of the opposite character. 
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fear of unpopularity. Such criticisms, coming from men wise 
after the fact, and consoling themselves for the public calamity by 
censuring the unfortunate commander, will not stand examination. 
Kleombrotus represented on this occasion the feeling universal 
among his countrymen. Ile was ordered to march against Thebes 
with the full belief, entertained by Agesilaus and all the Spartan 
leaders, that her unassisted force could not resist him. To fight 
the Thebans on open ground was exactly what he and every other 
Spartan desired. "While his manner of forcing the entrance of 
Bceotia, and his capture of Krcusis, was a creditable manceuvre, 
he seems to have arranged his order of battle in the manner usual 
with Grecian generals at the time. There appears no reason to 
censure his generalship, except in so far as he was unable to 
divine,.- what no one else divined, - the superior combinations 
of his adversary, then for the first time applied to practice. To 
the discredit of Xenophon, Epaminondas is never named in his 
narrative of the battle, though he recognizes in substance that the 

• battle was decided by the irresistible Theban force brought to bear 
upon one point of the enemy's phalanx; a fact which both Plu
tarch and Diodorusl expressly refer to the genius of the general. 
All the calculations of.Epaminondas turned out successful. The 
bravery of the Thebans, cavalry as well as infantry, seconded by 
the training which they had received during the last few years, 
was found sufficient to carry his plans into full execution. To 
tl1is circumstance, principally, was owing tl1e great revolution of 
opinion throughout Greece which followed the battle. Every one 
felt that a new military power had arisen, and that the Thcban 
training, under the generalship of Epaminondas, had proved itself 
more than a match on a fair field, with shiel<l and spear, and with 
numbers on the whole inferior, - for the a~cient Lykurgean dis
cipline; which last had hitherto stood without a parallel as turning 
out artists and craftsmen in war, against mere citizens in the op
posite ranks, armed but without the like training.2 E~sentially 

stationary anu old-fashioned, the Lykurgean discipline was now 

1 Dioclor. xv, 55. Epuminonclas, i<li(l rtvt Kat rreptrrfi rft!;et XPT/(Juµevor, 
01a ri/r loiar (JTparriyiar rrepmrot~(Jaro r~v 7rtptf3orirov vtKT/v......otil Kat l.o;~v 
rrot~(Jar rijv rpftl.ayya, ri;> rovr lml.f.Krovr l:r.ovrt Kepart lyvw Kpivetv r1jv µU.
;rriv, etc. Compare l'lutarch, Pclop. c. 23. 

1 See Aristotcl. Politic. viii, 3, 3, 5. 
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overborne by the progressive military improvement of other states, 
handled by a preeminent tactician ; a misfortune predicted by the 
Corinthiansl at Sparta sixty years before, and now realized, to the 
conviction of all Greece, on the field of Leuktra. 

But if the Spartan system was thus invaded and overpassed in its 
privilege of training soldiers, there was another species of teaching 
wherein it neither was nor could be overpassed, - the hard lesson 
of enduring pain and suppressing emotion. Memorable indeed was 
the manner in which the news of this fatal catastrophe was re
ceived at Sparta. To prepare the reader by an appropriate 
contrast, we may.turn to the manifestation at Athens twenty-seven 
years before, when the trireme called Paralus arrived from 1Egos
potami, bearing tidings of the capture of the entire Athenian fleet. 
"The moan of distress (says the historian}! reached all up the 
Long \Yalls from Peirmus to Athens, as each man communicated 
the news to his neighbor : on that night, not a man slept, from 
bewailing for his lost fellow-citizens and for his own impending 
ruin." Not such was the scene at Sparta, when the messenger 
arrived from the field of Leuktra, although there was everything 
calculated to render the shock violent. For not only was the de
feat calamitous and humiliating beyond a11 former parallel, but it 
came at a moment when every man reckoned on victory. As soon 
as Kleombrotus, having forced his way into Bceotia, saw the unas
sisted Thebans on plain ground before him, no Spartan entertained 
any doubt of the result. Under this state of feeling, a messenger 
arrived with the astounding revelation, that the army was totally 
defeated, with the loss of the king, of four hundred Spartans, and 
more than a thousand Lacedmmonians ; and that defeat stood con
fessed by having soli~ted the truce for interment of the slain. At 
the moment when he arrived, the festival called the Gymnopmdia 

Compare Xenophon, De Repub. Laced. xiii, 5. TOV{ µev UAAOV{ avTo<r;re
litaaTU{ tlvat Twv <ITpaTt(,)TtKwv, AaK eria1µoviot'{ clE µovovr Ty vvri re;rviTar 
-rwv ?roAeµiKwv-and Xenoph. Mcmorab. iii, 5, 13, 14. 

1 Thucyd. i, 71. up;raiorporra vµwv (of you Spartans) TU E'rrlTTJOevµara ?rpor 
avTovr: foriv. 'AvuyKr; o' OJ{j11'Ep Tix.vr;r uei: TU brtytyv6µeva 
"pa TetV. 1eaU7uv;ra(ofofj µev 1l'OAEl TU UKlVTJTa voµtµa ltptara, 1rpor: 1l'OA

Aa. oe U.vayKa(oµtvoir; livat, 11' 0 A A ii' "a' T ii' t 11' LT ex. v fi (j e (,)' cle i' 
etc. 

1 Xen. Hellen. ii, 2, 3. 
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was actually being celebrated, on its last day ; and the chorus of 
grown men was going through its usual solemnity in the theatre. 
In spite of all the poignancy of the intelligence, the ephors would 
not permit the solemnity to be either interrupted or abridged. 
"Of necessity, I suppose, they were grieved, - but they went through 
the whole as if nothing had happened, only communicating the 
names of the slain to their relations, and issuing a general order to 
the women, to make no noise or wailing, but to bear the misfor
tunP, in silence." That such an order should be issued, is sufficiently 
remarkable; that it should be issued and obeyed, is what could not 
be expected; that it should not only be issued and obeyed, but 
overpassed, is what no man couJd believe, if it were not expressly 
attested by the contemporary historian. "On the morrow (says 
he) you might see those whose relations had been slain, walking 
about in public with bright and cheerful countenances; but of those 
whose relatives survived, scarce one showed himself; and the few 
who were abroad, looked mournful and humbled." 1 

In comparing this extraordinary self-constraint and obedience 
to orders, at Sparta, under the most trying circumstances, - with 
the sensitive and demonstrative temper, and spontaneous outburst 
of feeling at Athens, so much more nearly approaching to the 
Homeric type of Greeks, - we must at the same time remark, that 
in reference to active and heroic efforts for the purpose of repair
ing past calamities and making head against preponderant odds, 
tl1e Athenians were decidetlly the better of the two. I have al-

Xen. Jiellen. vi, 4, 16. rtvo1tivwv oe rovrwv, 0 µt·v tlr rhv AaKtOaiµova 
ayytA.wv TO rru:&or tt'[>tKveirat, rv,uvorratOlWV re ovawv rfir nA.evraiar, Kat 
TOV uvoptKOV xopov l:voov ovror. Ol oe lr[>opot, lrrel ~Kovaav TO rru&or, Uv
'll'OVVTO µ'tv, warrf:p o1µat, uvctyK7). TOV µivrot xapov' OVK tf,~yayov, aAAa Ota
ywvfoaa1'fat tiwv. Kat ra µev bvoµara rrpilr rovr oluiovr lKuarov rwv rdfv7J
Korwv urriooaav. rrpoeirrov oe rair yvvai;1, µ~ 7r0ltlV Kpavy~v, <LAA.a aiy7.1 TO 
'l!'uJor <f>ipttv. T1i oe vaupat(l fjv op(j,v, WV µ/;v triJvaaav ol rrpoa~KOVTtC, 
/,irrapovr Kat ipatopovr ev rfiJ ipavapfiJ avaarptipoµevovr. WV oe t;wvrer 1/yytA.
µivot r1aav, bA.iyovr UV elotr, rovrovr oe aKvJpwrrovr Kat rarretvovr 'll'Epilovrar 
- and Plutarch, Agesil. c. 29. 

See a similar statement of Xenophon, after he has recounted the cutting 
in pieces of the Lacedremonian mora near Lechreum, about the satisfaction 
and even triumph of those of the Lacedremonians who had lost relations in 
the battle; while every one else was mournful (Xen. Hellen. iv, 5, IO). 
Compare also Justin, xxviii, 4 - the behavior after the defeat of Sellasia. 

http:ayytA.wv
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ready recounted the prodigious and unexpected energy displayed 
by Athens, after the ruinous loss of her two armaments before Sy
racuse, when no one expected that she could have held out for six 
months : I am now about to recount the proceedings of Sparta, 
after the calamity at Leuktra,- a calamity great and serious in
deed, yet in positive amount inferior to what had befallen the 
Athenians at Syracuse. The reader will find that, looking to the 
intensity of active effort in both cases, the comparison is all to the 
advantage of Athens; excusing at least, if not justifying, the boast 
of Periklesl in his memorable funeral harangue, - that his coun
trymen, without the rigorous drill of Spartans, were yet found no
way inferior to Spartans in daring exertion, when the hour of actual 
trial arrived. 

It was the first obligation of the ephors to proviJe for the safety 
of their defeated army in Breotia; for 'vhich purpose they put in 
march nearly the whole remaining force of Sparta. Of the Lace
dremonian morre, or military divisions (seemingly six in the aggre
gate), two or three had been sent with Kleombrotus; all the 
remainder were now despatched, even incluJing clJerly citizens 
up to near sixty years of age, and all who had been left behind 
in consequence of other public offices. Archidamus took the com
mand (Agesilaus still continuing to be disabled), and employed 
himself' in getting together the aid promised from Tegea, - from 
the villages representing the disintegrated l\Iantinea, - from Co
rinth, Sikyon, Phlius, andAchaia; all these places being still under 
the same oligarchies which had held them under Lacedmmonian 
patronage, and still adhering to Sparta. Triremes were equipped 
at Corinth, as a means of transporting the new army across to 
Kreusis, and thus joil}ing the defeated troops at Leuktra ; the port 
of Kreusis, the recent acquisition of Kleombrotus, being now found 
inestimable, as the only means of access into Breotia.2 

l\Ieanwhile the defeated army still continued in its entrenched 
camp at Leuktra, where the Thebans were at first in no hurry to 
disturb it. Besides that this was a very arduous enterprise, even 
after the recent victory, -we must recollect the actual feeling of 
the Thebans themselves, upon whom their own victory had come 
by surprise, at a moment when they were animated more by de

1 Thucyd. ii, 39. 1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 17-19. 
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spair than by hope. They were doubtless absorbed in the intoxi
cating triumph and exultation of the moment, with the embraces 
and felicitations of their families in Thebes, rescued from impend
ing destruction by their valor. Like the Syracusans after their last 
great victory• over the Athenian fleet in the Great Harbor, they 
probably required an interval to give loose to their feelings of ec
stasy, before they would resume action. Epaminondas and the 
other leaders, aware how much the value of Theban alliance was 
now enhanced, endeavored to obtain reinforcement from without, 
before they proceeded to follow up the blow. To Athens they-sent 
a herald, crowned with wreaths of triumph, proclaiming their re
cent victory. They invited the Athenians to employ the present 
opportunity for taking full revenge on Sparta, by joining their 
hands with those of Thebes. But the sympathies of the Athenians 
were now rather hostile than friendly to Thebes, besides that they 
had sworn peace with Sparta, not a month before. The Senate, 
who were assembled in the acropolis when the herald arrived, 
heard his news with evident chagrin, and dismissed him without 
even a word of courtesy; while the unfortunate Platreans, who 
were doubtless waiting in the city in expectation of the victory of 
Kleombrotus, and of their own speedy reestablishment, found them
selves again struck down and doomed to indefinite exile. 

To Jason of Pherre in Thessaly, another Theban herald was 
sent for the same purpose, and very differently received. The 
despot sent back word that he would come forthwith by sea, and 
ordered triremes to be equipped for the purpose. But this was a 
mere deception; for at the same time, he collected the mercena
ries and cavalry immediately near to him, and began his march by 
land. So rapid were his movements, that he forestalled all oppo
sition, - though he had to traverse the territory of the IIerakleots 
and Phokians, who were his bitter enemies, - and joined the 
Thebans safely in Bccotia.2 But when the Theban leaders pro
posed that he should attack the Lacedmmonian camp in flank, from 
the high ground, while they would march straight up the hill and 

1 See Thucyd. vii, 73. 
2 Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 20, 21. 
However, since the Phokians formed part of the beaten army at Leuktra, 

it must be confessed that Jason had less to fear from them at this moment, 
than at any other. 
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attack it in front,- Jason strongly dissuaded the enterprise as too 
perilous; recommending that they should permit the enemy's de
parture under capitulation. " Ile content (said he) with the great 
victory which you have already gained. Do not compromise it 
by attempting something yet more hazardous, against Lacedremo
nians driven to despair in their camp. Recollect that a few days 
ago, you yourselves were in despair, and that your recent victory 
is the fruit of that very feeling. Remember that the gods take 
pleasure in bringing about these sudden changes of fortune."t 
Having by such representations convinced the Thcbans, he ad
dressed a friendly message to the Lacedremonians, reminding them 
of their dangerous position, as well as of the little trust to be re
posed in their allies, - and offering himself as mediator to nego
tiate for their safe retreat. Their acquiescence was readily given ; 
and at his instance, a truce was agreed to by both parties, assuring 
to the Lacedremonians the liberty of quitting Ilreotia. In spite 
of the agreement, however, the Lacedremonian commander placed 
little faith either in the Thebans or in Jason, apprehending a fraud 
for the purpose of inducing him to quit the camp and of attacking 
him on the march. Accordingly, he issued public orders in the 
camp for every man to be ready for departure after the evening 
meal, and to march in the night to Kithreron, with a view of pass
ing that mountain on the next morning. Having put the enemy 
on this false scent, he directed his real night-march by a different 
and not very easy way, first to Kreusis, next to JEgosthena in the 
l\Iegarian territory.2 The Thebans offered no opposition; nor is 

1 Pausanias states that immediately after the battle, Epaminonclas gave 
permission to the allies of Sparta to depart and go home, by which permis
sion they profited, so that the Spartans now stood alone in the camp (Paus. 
ix, 14, 1 ). This however is inconsistent with the account of Xenophon 
(vi, 4, 26), ancl I think improbable. . 

Sievers ( Geschichte, etc. p. 24i) thinks that Jason preserved the Spaiians 
by outwitting and cleluding Epaminondas. But it appears to me that the 
storming of the Spartan camp was an arduous enterprise, wherein more 
Thebans than Spartans woul<l have been slain: moreover, the Spartans 
were masters of the port of Kreusis, so that there was little chance of starv
ing out the camp before reinforcements arrived. The capitulation granted 
by Epaminondas seems to have been really the wisest proceeding. 
, • Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 22-25. 

. The road from Kreusis to Leuktra, however, must have been that by 

which Kleombrotus arrivecl. 
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it at all probable that they intended any fraud, considering that 
Jason was here the guarantee, and that he had at least no motive 
to break his word. 

It was at .L°Egosthena that. the retreating Lacedrernonians met 
A.rchi<larnus, who had advanced to that point with the Laconian 
forces, and was awaiting the junction of his Peloponnesian allies. 
The purpose of his march being now completed, he advanced no 
farther. The armament was disbanded, and Lacedremonians as 
well as allies returned home.I 

1 This is the most convenient place for noticing the discrepancy, as to 
the battle of Leuktra, between Diodorus and Xenophon. I have followed 
Xenophon. 

Diodorus (xv, 54) states both the anival of Jason in Boeotia, and tho 
out-march of Archidamus from Sparta, to have taken place, not after the 
battle of Leuktra, but before it. Jason (he says) came with a considerable 
force to the aid of the Thebans. He prevailed upon Kleombrotus, who 
doubted the sufficiency of his own numbers, to agree to a truce and to evac· 
uate Boeotia. But as Kleombrotus was marching homeward, he met Ar· 
chidamus with a second Laccdremonian army, on his way to Boeotia, by 
order of the ephors, for the purpose of reinforcing him. .Accordingly Kle
ombrotus, finding himself thus unexpectedly strengthened, openly broke 
the truce just concluded, and marched back with Archidamus to Leuktra. 
Here they fought the battle, Kleombrotus commanding the right wing, and 
Archidamus the left. They sustained a complete defeat, in which Kleom
brotus was slain; the result heing the same on both statements. 

"\Ye must here make our election between the narrative of Xenophon and 
that of Diodorus. That the authority of the former is greater, speaking gene· 
mlly, I need hardly remark; nevertheless his philo-Laconian partialities 
become so glaring and preponderant, dnring these latter books of the Hel
lenica (where he is discharging the mournful duty of recounting the humil· 
iation of Sparta), as to afford some color for the suspicions of Palmerius, 
Morns, and Schneider, who think that Xenophon has concealed the direct 
violation of truce on the part of the Spartans, and that the facts really oc
curr_ed as Diodorus has described them. See Schneider ad Xen. Hellen. 
vi, 4, 5, 6. 

It will be found, however, on examining the facts, that such suspicion 
ought not to be admitted, and that there are grounds for prefcmng the 
narrative of Xenophon. 

l. He explains to us how it happened that the remains of the Spartan 
army, after the defeat of Leuktra, escaped out of Boeotia. Jason arrives 
after the battle, and prevails upon the Thebans to allow them to retreat 
under a truce ; Archidamus also arrives after the battle to take them up. 
If the defeat had taken_ place under the circumstances mentioned by Dio· 
dorus,- Archidamus ·and the survivors would have found it scarcely possi
ble to escape out of Ilwotia. 
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In all communities, the return of so many defeated soldiers, lib
erated under a capitulation by the enemy, would have been a scene 
of mourning. But in Sparta it was pregnant with grave and 
dangerous consequences. So terrible was the scorn and ignominy 
heaped upon the Spartan citizen who survived a defeat, that life 
became utterly intolerable to him. The mere fact sufficed for his 

·condemnation, without any inquiry into justifying or extenuating 
circumstances. No citizen at home would speak to him, or be 
seen consorting with him in tent, game, or chorus ; no other family 
would intermarry with his ; if he was seen walking about with an 
air of cheerfulness, he was struck and ill-used by the passers-by, 
until he assumed that visible humility which was supposed to be
come his degraded position. Such rigorous treatment (which we 
learn from the panegyrist Xenophon) 1 helps to explain the satis
faction of the Spartan father and mother, when they learned that 
their son was among the slain and not among the survivors. De
feat of Spartan troops had hitherto been rare. But in the case 
of the prisoners at Sphakteria, when released from captivity and 
brought back to a degraded existence at Sparta, some uneasiness 
had been felt, and some precautions deemed necessary to prevent 
them from becoming dangerous malcontents.2 Here was another 

2. If Diodorus relates correctlv, there must have been a violation of truce 
on the part of Kleombrotus and ·the Lacedremonians, as glaring as any that 
occurs in Grecian history. But such violation is never afterwards alluded 
to by any one, among the misdeeds of the Lacedremonians. 

3. A part, and an essential part, of the story of Diodorus, is, that Archi
damus was present and fought at Leuktra. But we have independent evi
dence rendering it almost certain that he was not there. Whoever reads 
the Discourse of Isokrates called Arcltidamus (Or. vi, sect. 9, 10, 129), will 
see that such observations could not have been put into the mouth of Ar
chidamus, if he had been present there, and (of course) in joint command 
with Kleombrotus. 

4. If Diodorus be correct, Sparta must have levied a new army from her 
allies, just after having sworn the peace, which peace exonerated her allies 
from everything like obligation to follow her headship; and a new army, 
not for the purpose of extricating defeated comrades in Bceotia, but for 
pure aggression against Thebes. This, to say the least, is eminently im
pro bablc. 

On these grounds, I adhere to Xenophon and depart from Diodorns. 

1 Xenoph. Rep. Luc. c. ix ; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 30. 

1 Thucyd. v, 34. 
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case yet more formidable. The vanquished returning from Leuk
tra were numerous, while the severe loss sustained in the battle 
amply attested their bravery. Aware of the danger of enforcing 
against them the established custom, the ephors referred the case 
to Agesilaus ; who proposed that for that time and case the cus
tomary penalties should be allowed to sleep ; but should be revived 
afterwards and come into force as before. Such was the step ac
cordingly taken ;I so that the survivors from this fatal battle-field 
were -enabled to mingle with the remaining citizens without dis
honor or degradation. The step was indeed doubly necessary, 
considering the small aggregate number of fully qualified citi
zens; which number always tended to decline, - from the nature 
of the Spartan political franchise combined with the exigen
cies of Spartan training,2- and could not bear even so great 
a diminution as that of the four hundred slain at Leuktra. " Sparta 
(says Aristotle) could not stand up against a single defeat, but was 
ruined through the small number of her citizens."3 

The cause here adverted to by Aristotle, as explaining the utter 
loss of ascendency abroad, and the capital diminution both of pow
er and of inviolability at home, which will now be found to come 
thick upon Sparta, was undoubtedly real and import:lllt. But a 
fact still more important was, the alteration of opinion produced 
everywhere in Greece with regard to Sparta, by the sudden shock 
of the battle of Leuktra. All the prestige and old associations 
connected with her long-established power vanished ; while the 
hostility and fears, inspired both by herself and by her partisans, 
but hitherto reluctantly held back in silence, - now bnrst forth 
into open manifestation. 

1 Plutarch, AgesiL c. 30; Plutarch, .Apophtheg. Lacon. p. 214 B.; .Apoph· 
thcg. lleg. p. 191 C.; Polyrenus, ii, 1, 13. 

A similar suspension of penalties, for the special occasion, was ene.cted 
after the great defeat of Agis and the Lacedremonians by Anti pater, B. c. 
330. Ak1'Qtatns, son of King Klcomenes, was the only person at Sparta. 
who opposed the suspension (Diodor. xix, 70). He incnrred the strongest 
unpopularity for such opposition. Compare also Justin, xxviii, 4-de· 
scribing the public feeling at Sparta. after the defeat at Sellasia.. 

1 The explanation of Spartan citizenship will be found in an earlier part 
of this History, Vol. II, Ch. vi. 

2 .Aristotel. Polit. ii, 6, 12. l\!iav yup 1rA1Jy~11 ov;r inr1]vey"ev ii 11"6:\.1,, a;u• 
urrC:,}.ero Ota T~ll 0Atya11(}pr..in:iav. 

VOL. X. 9 13oe. 
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The ascendency, exercised down to this time by Sparta north 
of the Corinthian Gulf, in Phokis and elsewhere, passed away 
from her, and became divided between the victorious Thebans and 
Jason of Pherre. The Thebans, and the Breotian confederates 
who were now in cordial sympathy with them, excited to enthu
siasm by their recent success, were eager for fresh glories, and 
readily submitted to the full exigencies of military training; while 
under a leader like Epaminondas, their ardor was turned to such 
good account, that they became better soldiers every month.I The 
Phokians, unable to defend themselves single-handed, were glad 
to come under the protection of the Thebans, as less bitterly hos
tile to them than the Thessalian Jason, - and concluded with 
them obligations of mutual defence and alliance.\! The cities of 
Eubrea, together with the Lokrians (both Epiknemidian and 
Opuntian,) the l\Ialians and the town of Heraklea, followed the 
example. The latter town was now defenceless ; for Jason, in 
returning from Breotia to Thessaly, had assaulted it and destroyed 
its fortifications ; since by its important site near the pass of Ther
mopylre, it might easily be held as a position to bar his entrance 
into Southern Greece.3 The Breotian town of Orchomenus, which 
had held with the Lacedremonians even until the late battle, was 
now quite defenceless; and the Thebans, highly exasperated 
against its inhabitants, were disposed to destroy the city, reducing 
the inhabitants to slavery. Severe as this proposition was, it would 
not have exceeded the customary rigors ofwar, nor even what might 
have befallen Thebes herself, had Kleombrotus been victorious 
at Leuktra. But the strenuous remonstrance of Epaminon
das prevented it from being carried into execution. Alike dis
tinguished for mild temper and for long-sighted views, he reminded 
bis countrymen that in their present aspiring hopes towards ascend
ency in Greece, it was essential to establish a character for mod
eration of dealing 4 not inferior to their military courage, as attested 
by the recent victory. Accordingly, the Orchomenians were par

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 24. Kat yup ol µev Boi<.>rot rrii:vrei; tyvµvii:(,ovro rrept 
rel 011"Aa, ayat.:Mµevoi Tij Ev AevKrpoti; viKy, etc. 

These are remarkable words from the unwilling pen of Xenophon: com
pare vii, 5, 12. 

'Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 23; vii, 5, 4; Diodor. x,·, 57. 
3 Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 27; vi, 5, 23. • Diodor. xv, 57. 

c 
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doned upon submission, and re-admitted as members of the Bceo
tian confoderacy. To the Thespians, however, the same lenity was 
not extended. They were expelled from Bmotia, and their terri
tory annexed to Thebes. It will be recollected, that immediately 
before the battle of Leuktra, when Epaminondas caused proclama
tion to be made that such of the Bmotians as were disaffected to 
the Theban cause might march away, the The8pians had availed 
themselves of the permission and departed.I The fugitive Thes
pians found shelter, like the Platmans, at Athens.I! 

·while Thebes was commemorating her recent victory by the 
erection of a treasury chamber,3 and the dedication of pious offer
ings at Delphi, - while the military organization of Bceotia was 
receiving such marked improvement, and the cluster of dependent 
states attached to Thebes was thus becoming larger, under the 
able management of Epaminondas,-Jason in Thessaly was also 
growing more powe1ful every day. He was tagus of all Thessaly; 
with . its tributary neighbors under complete obedience, - with 
Macedonia partly dependent on him, - and with a mercenary 
force, well paid and trained, greater than had ever been assembled 
in Greece. By dismantling Heraklea, in his return home from 
Bceotia, he had laid open the strait of Thermopylm, so as to be 
sure of access into southern Greece whenever he chose. His per
sonal ability and ambition, combined with his great power, inspired 
universal alarm; for no man knew whither he would dire~t his 
arms ; whether to Asia, against the Persian king, as he was fond 
of boasting,4 - or northward against the cities in Chalki<like - or 
southward against Greece. 

The last-mentioned plan seemed the most probable, at the be
ginning of 370 B. c., half a year after the battle of Leuktra: for 
Jason proclaimed distinctly his intention of being present at the 
Pythian festival (the season for which was about August I, 370 
B. c., near Delphi), not only with splendid presents and sacrifices 
to Apollo, but also at the head of a numerous army. Orders had 

1 Pausan. ix, 13, 3; ix, 14, I. 
2 :X:cn. Hellen. Yi, 3, 1. 
I have alrca<ly gi1•cn my reasons (in a note on the p1·eceding chapter) for 

believing that the Thespians were not airoA.t&er before the battle of Leuktra. 
3 Pausanias, x, 11, 4 .• 
4 Isokrates, Or. v, (Philipp.) s. 141. 
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been given that his troops should hold themselves ready for mili
tary service,! - about the time when the festival was to be cele
brated; and requisitions had been sent round, demanding from all 
his tributaries victims for the Pythian sacrifice, to a total of not 
less than one thousand bulls, and ten thousand sheep, goats, and 
swine ; besides a prize-bull to take the lead in the procession, for 
which a wreath of gold was to be given. Never before had such 
honor been done to the god; for those who came to offer sacrifice 
were usually content with one or more beasts bred on the neigh
boring plain of Kirrha.2 ""\Ve must recollect, however, that this 
Pythian festival of 370 B. c. occurred under peculiar circumstan
ces; for the two previous festivals in 37 4 B. c. and 378 B. c. must 
have been comparatively unfrequented; in consequence of the 
war between Sparta and her allies on one side, and Athens and 
Thebes on the other, - and also of the occupation of Phokis by 
Kleombrotus. Hence the festival of 370 B. c., following imme
diately after the peace, appeared to justify an extraordinary burst 
of pious magnificence, to make up for the niggardly tributes to the 
god during the two former; while the hostile dispositions of the 
Phokians would be alleged as an excuse for the military force 
intended to accompany Jason. 

But there were other intentions, generally believed though not 
formally announced, which no Greek could imagine without un
easiness. It was affirmed that Jason was about to arrogate to him
self the presidency and celebration of the festival, which belonged 

Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 30. rrap~yyei~.e oe Kat "'' 11rparev11oµtvoi1: ei1: riiv rre
pt ril Ilv&ia xpovov 8erraAoi1: rrapacrKevai;ecn9ai. 

I agree with Dr. Arnold's construction of this passage (see his Appendix: 
ad. Thucyd. v, 1, at the end of the second volume of his edition of Thu
cydides) as opposed to that of Mr. Fynes Clinton. At the same time, I do 
not think that the passage proves much either in favor of his view, or 
against the view of Mr. Clinton, about the month of the Pythian festival; 
which I incline to conceive as celebrated about August l ; a little later than 
Dr. Arnold, a little earlier than Mr. Clinton, supposes. Looking to the 
lunar months of the Greeks, we must recollect that the festival would not 
always coincide with the same month or w·cek of our year. 

I cannot concur with Dr. Arnold in setting aside the statement of Plu
tarch respecting the coincidence of the Pythian fcsti val with the battle of 
Koroneia. 

• Xen. IIellen. vi, 4, 29, 30. {3ovv fjyeµova, etc. 



JASON ASSASSINATED. 197 

of right to the Amphiktyonic assembly. It was feared, moreover, 
that he would lay hands on the rich treasures of the Delphian 
temple; a scheme said to have been conceived by the Syraeusan 
despot Dionysius fifteen years before, in conjunction with the 
epirot Alketas, who was now dependent upon Jason.I As there 
were no visible means of warding off this blow, the Delphians 
consulted the god to know what they were to do if Jason ap
proached the treasury; upon which the god replied, that he would 
himself take care of it, - and he kept his word. This enterpris
ing despot, in the flower of his age and at the summit of his power, 
perished most unexpectedly before the day of the festival arrived.2 
He had been reviewing his cavalry near Pherre, and was sitting 
to receive and answer petitioners, when seven young men ap
proached, apparently in hot dispute with each other, and appeal- · 
ing to him for a settlement. As soon as they got near, they set 
upon him and slew him.3 One was killed on the spot by the 
guards, and another also as he was mounting on horseback; but 
the remaining five contrived to reach horses ready prepared for 
them and to gallop away out of the reach of pursuit. In most of 
the Grecian cities which these fugitives visited, they were received 
with distinguished honor, as having relieved the Grecian world 
from one who inspired universal alarm,4 now that Sparta was 
unable to resist him, while no other power had as yet taken her 
place. 

Jason was succeeded in his dignity, but neither in his power, 

1 Diodor. xv, 13. 
• Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 30. uTroKpivauffat Tov ffeov, on aiJTi;J µeA~aei. 'O 

.J' OVV uv'IJp, T1]AtKOVTO~ tiv, ica2 TOUaf!.ra Ka! TOtaf!ra 

oiavoovµevo~, etc. 
Xenophon evidently considers the sudden removal of Jru;on as a conse

quence of the previous intention expressed by the god to take care of his 
own treasure. 

3 Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 31, 32. 
The cause which provoked these young men is differently stated· com

pare Diodor. xv, 60; Valer. Maxim. ix, lo, 2. 
4 Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 32. 
The death of Jason in the spring or early summer of 370 n. c., refutes 

the compliment which Cornelius Nepos (Timoth. c. 4) pays to Timotheus; 
who can never have made war upon Jason after 373 n. c., when he received 
the latter at Athens in his house. 

http:TOUaf!.ra
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nor ability, by two brothers, - Polyphron and Polydorus. Had 
he lived longer, he would have influenced most seriously the sub
sequent destinies of Greece. What else he would have done, we 
cannot say ; but he would have interfered materially with the 
development of l'heban power. Thebes was a great gainer by his 
death, though perfectly innocent of it, and though in alliance with 
him to the last ; insomuch that his widow went to reside there for 
security,! Epaminondas was relieved from a most formidable 
rival, while the body of Theban allies north of' Breotia became 
much more dependent than they would have remained, if' there 
had been a competing power like that of Jason in Thessaly. The 
treasures of' the god were preserved a few years longer, to be 
rifled by another hand. 

While these proceedings were going on in Northern Greece, 
during the months immediately succeeding the battle of Leuktra, 
events not less serious and stirring had occurred in Peloponnesus. 
The treaty sworn at Sparta twenty days before that battle, bound 
the Lacedremonians to disband their forces, remove all their har
mosts and garrisons, and leave every subordinate city to its own 
liberty of action. As they did not scruple to violate the treaty by 
the orders sent. to Kleombrotus, so they probably were not zealous 
in executing the remaining conditions; though officers were named, 
for the express purpose of going round to see that the evacuation 
of the cities was really carried into effect.2 But it probably was 
not accomplished in twenty days ; nor would it perhaps have been 
ever more than nominally accomplished, if Kleombrotus had been 
successful in Breotia. But after these twenty days came the por
tentous intelligence of the fate of that prince and his army. The 
invincible arm of Sparta was broken ; she had not a man to spare 
for the maintenance of foreign ascendency. Her harmosts dis~ 
appeared at once, (a~ they had disappeared from the Asiatic and 
insular cities twenty-three years before, immediately after the 
battle of Knidus,3) and returned home. Nor was this all. The 
J,acedremonian ascendency had been maintained everywhere by 
local oligarchies or dekarchies, which had been for the most part 
violent and oppressive. Against these governments, now deprived 

21 Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 37. Diodor. xv, 38. l~ayl.Jyelr. 
1 Xenoph. Hellen. iv, 8, 1-5. 
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of their foreign support, the Jong-accumulated flood of internal 
discontent burst with irresistible force, stimulated probably by 
returning exiles. Their past misgovernment was avenged by se
vere sentences and proscription, to the length of great reactionary 
injustice; and the parties banished by this anti-Spartan revolution 
became so numerous, as to harass and alarm seriously the newly
established governments. Such were the commotions which, dur
ing the latter half of 371 B. c., disturbed many of the Peloponne
sian town>t,- Phigaleia, Phlius, Corinth, Sikyon, l\Iegara, etc., 
though with great local difference, both of detail and of result.I 

But the city where intestine commotion took place in its most 
violent form was Argos. \Ve do not know how this fact was con

1 Djodor. x,., 39, 40. 
Diodorns mentions these commotions as if they had taken place after the 

peace concluded in 3i4 B. c., and not after the pPac·e of 371 n. c. But it is 
impossible that they can have taken place after the former, which in point 
of fact, was broken off almo;;t as soon as sworn, -was never carried into 
effect,- and comprised no one but Athens and Sparta. I have before re
marked that Diodorns seems to have confounded, both in his mind and in 
his history, these two treaties of peace together, and has predicated of the 
former what really belongs to the latter. The commotions which he men
tions come in, most naturally and properly, immediately after the battle of 
Lenktra. 

He affirms the like reaction against Laecdremonian supremacy and its 
local representatives in the yarious cities, to have taken place even after 
the peace of Antalkidas in 38i n. c. (x,·, 5). But if such reaction began at 
that time, it must have been promptly repressed by Sparta, then in undi
minished and even advancing power. 

Anothet occun·ence, alleged to have happened after the battle of Leuktra, 
may be properly noticed here. Polybius (ii, 39), and Strabo seemingly 
copying him (viii, p. 384), assert that both Spart:i. and Thebes agreed to 
leave their di.~pnted questions of power to the arbitration of the Achreans, 
anrl to abide by their decision. Though I greatly respect the authority of 
Polybins, I am unable here to reconcile his assertion either with the facts 
which unquestionably occurred, or with general probability. If any such 
arbitration was ever consented to, it must have come to nothing; for the 
wnr went on without inten·nption. But I cannot bring myself to believe 
that it was even consented to, either by Thebes or by Spart:i. The exuber~ 
ant confidence of the former, the sense of dignity on the part of the latter, 
must have indisposed both to such a proceeding; especially to the acknowl
edgment of umpires like the Achrean cities, who enjoyed little estimation 
in 370 B. c., though they acquired a good deal a century and a half after
wards. 
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nected with the general state of Grecian politics at the time ; for 
Argos had not been in any way subject to Sparta, nor a member 
of the Spartan confederacy, nor (so far as we know) concerned in 
the recent war, since the peace of Antalkidas in 387 B. c. The 
Argeian government was a democracy, and the popular leaders 
were vehement in their denunciations against the oligarchical 
opposition party- who were men of wealth and great family 
position. These last, tlm» denounced, formed a conspiracy for the 
forcible overthrow of the government. But the conspiracy was 
discovered prior to execution, and some of the suspected conspir~ 
ators were interrogated under the torture, to make them reveal 
their accomplices; under which interrogation one of them deposed 
against thirty conspicuous citizens. The people, after a hasty 
trial, put these thirty men to death, and confiscated their property, 
while others slew themselves to escape the same fate. So furious 
did the fear and wrath of the people become, exasperated by the 
popular leaders, that they continued their executions until they 
had put to death twelve hundred (or, as some say, fifteen hundred) 
of the principal citizens. At length the popular leaders became 
themselves tired and afraid of what they had done; upon which 
the people were animated to fury agaiust them, and put them to 
death also.I 

This gloomy series of events was termed the Skytalism, or 
Cudgelling, from the instrument (as we are told) by which these 
multiplied executions were consummated; though the name seems 
more to indicate an impetuous popular insurrection than deliberate 
executions. We know the facts too imperfectly to be able to infer 
anything more than the brutal working of angry political passion 
amidst a population like that of Argos or Korkyra, where there 
was not (as at Athens) either a taste for speech, or the habit of 
being guiued by speech, and of hearing both sides of every ques
tion fully discussed. Cicero remarks that he had never heard of 
an Argeian orator. The acrimony of Demosthenes and JEschines 
was discharged by mutual eloquence of vituperation, while the 
assembly or the dikastery afterwards decided between them. "\Ve 
are tolu that the assembled Athenian people, when they heard the 
news of the Skytalism at Argos, were so shocked at it, that they 

1 l)iodor. xv, 57, 58. 
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caused the solemnity of purification to be performed round the 
assembly.I 

Though Sparta thus saw her confidential partisans deposed, ex
pelled, or maltreated, throughout so many of the Peloponnesian 
cities, - and though as yet there was no Theban interference 
within the isthmus, either actual or prospective, - yet she was 
profoundly discouraged, and incapable of any effort either to afford 
protection or to uphold ascendency. One single defeat had driven 
her to the necessity of contending for home and family ;2 probably 
too the dispositions of her own Periroki and Helots in Laconia, 
were such as to require all her force as well as all her watchful
ness. At any rate, her empire and her influence over the senti
ments of Greeks out of Laconia, became suddenly extinct, to a 
degree which astonishes us, when we recollect that it had become 
a sort of tradition in the Greek mind, and that, only nine years 
before, it had reached as far as Olynthus. How completely her 
ascendency had passed away, is shown in a remarkable step taken 
by Athens, seemingly towards the close of 371 B. c., about four 
months after the battle of Lcuktra. J\Iany of the Peloponnesian 
cities, though they had lost both their fear and their reverence·for 
Sparta, were still anxious to continue members of a voluntary alli
ance under the presidency of some considerable city. Of this feel
ing the Athenians took advantage, to send envoys and invite them 
to enter into a common league at Athens, on the basis of the peace 
of Antalkidas, and of the peace recently sworn at Sparta.3 Many 

1 Plutarch, Rei pub!. Gerend. Prreccpt. p. 814 B.; Isokratcs, Or. v, (Philip.) 
s. 58.; compare Dionys. Halie. Antiq. Rom. vii, 66. 

' Xen. Hellen. vii, 1, l 0. 
The disconragement of the Spartans is revealed by the unwilling, though 

indirect, intimations of Xenophon, - not less than by their actual conduct, 
-Hellen. vi, 5, 21; vii, 1, 30-32; compare Plutarch, Agesil. c. 30. 

3 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 1-3. 
'EvfJvµT)fJf.vre<; oL 'AfJT)vaiot oTI ol IIeA.orrovv~awt frt oiovrat, ;rp7Jvat luco

A.ovfJeiv, Kat ovrrw OtaKfotvro ol AaKeoatµ6viot, tJarrep roil<; 'AfJT)vaiov<; ottfJe. 
aav - µerarreµrrovrat Ta<; rr6A.e1r, !foot {3ovA.ovrat Ti/<; elp~vTJ<; µere;retv, ~v 
f3aatA.ev<; Kadrreµipev. 

In this passage, Moms and some other critics maintain that we ought to 
read oimw (which seems not to be supported by any MSS.), in place of 
o{Jrw. Zeune and Schneider have admitted the new reading into the text; 
yet they doubt the propriety of the change, and I confess that I share their 
doubts. The word ovrw will construe, and gives a clear sense; a very dif· 

9* 
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of them, obeying the summons, entered into an engagement to the 
following effect: " I will adhere to the peace sent down by the Per
sian king, and to the resolutions of the Athenians and the allies 
generally. If any of the cities who have sworn this oath shall be 
attacked, I will assist her with all my might." What cities, or how 
many, swore to this engagement, we are not told; we make out 
indirectly that Corinth was one ;I but the Eleians refused it, on the 
ground that their right of sovereignty over the l\Iarganeis, the 
Triphylians, and the Skilluntians, was not recognized. The forma
tion of the league itself, however, with Athens as president, is a 
striking fact, as evidence of the sudden dethronement of Sparta, 
and as a warning that she would henceforward have to move in 
her own separate orbit, like Athens after the Peloponnesian war. 
Athens stepped into the place of Sparta, as president of the Pelo
ponnesian confederacy, and guarantee of the sworn peace ; though 
the cities which entered into this new compact were not for that 
reason understood to break with their ancient president.2 

Another incident too, apparently occurring about the present 
time, though we cannot mark its exact date, - serves to mark the 
altered position of Sparta. The Thebans preferred in the assembly 
of Amphiktyons an accusation against her, for the unlawful cap
ture of their citadel the Kadmeia by Phrebidas, while under a 
sworn peace ; and for the sanction conferred by the Spartan au
thorities on this act, in detaining and occupying the place. The 
Amphiktyonic assembly found the Spartans guilty, and condemned 
them to a fine of five hundred talents. As the fine was not paid, 
the assembly, after a certain interval, doubled it; but the second 
sentence remained unexecuted as well as the first, since there 
were no means of enforcement.3 Probably neither those who 

ferent sense from oinrc.i, indeed,-yct more likely to have been intended by 
Xenophon. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 37. 
1 Thus the Corinthians still continued allies of Sparta (Xen. Hellen. vii, 

4, 8). 
3 Diodor. xvi, 23-29; Justin, viii, 1. 
We may fairly suppose that both of them borrow from Theopompus, who 

treated at large of the memorable Sacred 'Var against the Phokians, which 
began in 355 B. c., and in which the conduct of Sparta was partly deter
mined by this previous sentence of the Amphiktyons. See Theopompi 
Fragm. 182-184, ed. Didot. 
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preferred the charge, nor those who passed the vote, expected that 
the Lacedremonians would really submit to pay the fine. The ut
most which could be done, by way of punishment for such contu
macy, would be to exclude them from the Pythian games, which 
were celebrated under the presidency of the Amphiktyons ; and 
we may perhaps presume that they really were thus excluded. 

The incident however deserves peculiar notice, in more than one 
point of view. First, as indicating the lessened dignity of Sparta. 
Since the victory of Leuktra and the death of Jason, Thebes had 
become preponderant, especially in Northern Greece, where the 
majority of the nations or races voting in the Amphiktyonic assembly 
were situated. It is plainly through the ascendency of Thebes, that 
this condemnatory vote was passed. Next, as indicating the incipient 
tendency, which we shall hereafter observe still farther developed, 
to extend the functions of the Amphiktyonic assembly beyond its 
special sphere of religious solemnities, and to make it the instru
ment of political coercion or revenge in the hands of the predomi
nant state. In the previous course of this history, an entire cen
tury has passed without giving occasion to mention the Amphik
tyonic assembly as taking part in political affairs. Neither Thu
cydides nor Xenophon, though their united histories cover seventy 
years, chiefly of Hellenic conflict, ever speak of that assembly. 
The latter, indeed, does not even notice this fine imposed upon 
the Lacedremonians, although it falls within the period of his his
tory. "'\Ve know the fact only from Diodorus and Justin ; and 
unfortuna,tely merely as a naked fact, without any collateral or 
preliminary details. During the sixty or seventy years preceding 
the battle of Leuktra, Sparta had always had her regular political 
confederacy and synod of allies convened by herself: her political 
ascendency was exercised over them, eo nomine, by a method 
more direct and easy than that of perverting the religious author
ity of the Amphiktyonic assembly, even if such a proceeding were 
open to her.I But when Thebes, after the battle of Leuktra, be
came the more powerful state individually, she had no such estab
lished confederacy and synod of allies, to sanction her propositions, 
and to share or abet her antipathies. The Amphiktyonic assembly, 

1 See Tittmann, Ueber den Bund dcr Amphiktyomen, pp.192-197 (Ber
lin, 1812). 
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meeting alternately at Delphi and at Thermopylre, and composed of 
twelve ancient races, principally belonging to Northern Greece, as 
well as most of them inconsiderable in power, - presented itself as 
a convenient instrument for her purposes. There was a certain show 
of reason for considering the seizure of the Ka<lmeia by Phrebidas 
as a religious offence; since it was not only executed during the Pyth
ian festival, but was in itself a glaring violation ofthe public law and 
interpolitical obligations recognized between Grecian cities; which, 
like other obligations, were believed to be under the sanction of the 
gods; though probably, if the Athenians and Platreans had pre
ferred a similar complaint to the Amphiktyons against Thebes for 
her equally unjust attempt to surprise Platrea under full peace in 
the spring of 431 B. c., - both Spartans and Thebans would have 
resisted it. In the present case, however, the Thebans had a case 
against Sparta sufficiently plausible, when combined with their over
ruling ascendency, to carry a majority in the Amphiktyonic assem
bly, and to procure the imposition of this enormous fine. In itself 
the sentence produced no direct effect,-which will explain the 
silence of Xenophon. But it is the first of a series of proceedings, 
connected with the Amphiktyons, which will be found hereafter 
pregnant with serious results for Grecian stability and inde
pendence. · 

Among all the inhabitants of Peloponnesus, none were more 
powe1folly affected, by the recent Spartan overthrow at Leuktra, 
than the Arcadians. Tegea, their most important city, situated on 
the border of Laconia, was governed by an oligarchy wholly in the 
interest of Sparta: Orchomcnus was of like sentiment; and Man
tinea had been broken up into separate villages (about fifteen years 
before) by the Lacedremonians themselves - an act ofhigh-handed 
injustice committed at the zenith of their power after the peace of 
Antalkidas. The remaining Arcadian population were in great 
proportion villagers; rude men, but excellent soldiers, and always 
ready to follow the Lacedremonian banners, as well from old habit 
and military deference, as from the love of plunder.1 

The defeat of Leuktra effaced this ancient sentiment. The Ar
cadians not only ceased to count upon victory and plunder in the 
service of Sparta, but began to fancy that their own military prow

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 19. 
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ess was not inferior to that of the Spartans; while the disappear
ance of the harmosts left them free to follow their own inclinations. 
It was by the .l\Iantineans that the movement was first commenced. 
Divested of Grecian city-life, and condemned to live in separate 
villages, each under its own philo-Spartan oligarchy, they had 
nourished a profound animosity, which manifested itself on the first 
opportunity of deposing these oligarchies and coming again to
gether. The resolution was unanimously adopted, to re-establish 
Mantinea with its walls, and resume their political consolidation; 
while the leaders banished by the Spartans at their former inter
vention, now doubtless returned to become foremost in the work.I 
As the breaking up of .l\Iantinea had been one of the most obnox
ious acts of Spartan omnipotence, so there was now a strong sym
pathy in favor of its re-establishment. Many Arcadians from other 
quarters came to lend auxiliary labor, while the Eleians sent three 
talents as a contribution towards the cost. Deeply mortified by this 
proceeding, yet too weak to prevent it by force, the Spartans sent 
Agesilaus with a friendly remonstrance. Having been connected 
with the city by paternal ties of hospitality, he had declined the 
command of the army of coercion previously employed against it; 
nevertheless, on this occasion, the l\Iantinean leaders refused to 
convene their public assembly to hear his communication, desiring 
that he would make known his purpose to them. .Accordingly, he 
intimated that he had come with no view of hindering the re
establishment of the city, but simply to request that they would de
fer it until the consent of Sparta could be formally given ; which 
(he promised) should soon be forthcoming, together with a hand
some subscription to lighten the cost. But the l\Iantinean leaders 
answered, that compliance was impossible, since a public resolution 
had already been taken to prosecute the work forthwith. Enraged 
at such a rebuff, yet without power to resent it, Agesilaus' was 
compelled to return horne.2 The l\fantineans persevered and com

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 6 ; vi, 5, 3. 
2 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 4, 5. 
Pausanias (viii, 8, 6; ix, 14, 2) states that the Thebans reestablished the 

city of Man tin ea. The act emanated from the spontaneous impulse of the 
Mantineans and other Arcadians, before the Thebans had yet begun to in· 
terfere act.ivcly in Peloponnesns, which we ~hall presently find them doing. 
Bnt it was doubtless done in reliance upon Theban support. and was in all 
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pleted the rebuilding of their city, on a level site, and in an ellip· 
tical form, surrounded with elaborate walls and towers. 

The affront here offered, probably studiously offered, by Man
tinean leaders who had either been exiles themselves, or sym
pathized with the exiles, - was only the prelude to a series of 
others (presently to be recounted) yet more galling and intolerable. 
But it was doubtless felt to the quick both by the ephors and by 
Agesilaus, as a public symptom of that prostration into which they 
had so suddenly fallen. To appreciate fully such painful senti
ment, we must recollect that an exaggerated pride and sense of 
dignity, individual as well as collective, founded upon military 
excellence and earned by incredible rigor of training, - was the 
chief mental result imbibed by every pupil of Lykurgus, and 

probability made known to, and encouraged by, Epaminondas. It formed 
the first step to that series of anti·Spartan measures in Arcadia, which I 
shall presently relate. 

Either the city of Mantinea now built was not exactly in the same situ
ation as the one dismantled in 385 B. c., since the river Ophis did not run 
through it, as it had rnn through the former, - or else the course of 
the Ophis has altered. If the former, there would be three successive 
sites, the oldest of them being on the hill called Ptolis, somewhat north of 
Gurzuli. Ptolis was perhaps the larger of the primary constituent villages. 
Ernst Curtnis (Peloponnesos, p. 242) makes the hill Gurzuli to be the same 
as the hill called Ptolis ; Colonel Leake distinguishes the two, and places 
l'tolis on his map northward of Gurzuli (Peloponnesiaca, p.378-381). The 
summit of Gurzuli is about one mile distant from the centre of Mantinea 
(Leake, Peloponnes. p. 383 ). 

The walls of Mantinea, as rebuilt in 370 n. c., form an ellipse of about 
eighteen stadia, or a little more than two miles in circumference. The 
greater axis of the ellipse points north and south. It was surrounded with 
a. wet ditch, whose waters join into one course a.t the west of the town, and 
form a brook which Sir William Gell calls the Ophis (Itinerary of the Mo
rea, p. 142). The face of the wall is composed of regularly cut square 
stones; it is about ten feet thick in all,-four feet for an outer wall, two feet 
for an inner wall, and an intermediate space of four feet filled up with rubbish. 
There were eight principal double gates, each with a narrow winding ap
proach, defended by a. round tower on each side. There were quadrangu
lar towers, eighty feet apart, all a.round the circumference of the walls (Ernst 
Curtius, Peloponncsos, p. 236, 237 ). 

These are instructive remains, indicating the ideas of the Greeks res
pecting fortification in the time of Epuminondas. It appears that Manti
nea was not so large as Tegea, to which last CurtillS assigns a circumfc· 
rence of more than three miles (p. 253). 
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hitherto ratified as legitimate by the general testimony of Greece. 
This was his principal recompense for the severe fatigue, the in
tense self-suppression, the narrow, monotonous, and unlettered 
routine, wherein he was born and died. As an individual, the 
Spartan citizen was pointed out by the finger of admiration at the 
Olympic and other festivals; 1 while he saw his city supplicated 
from the most distant regions of Greece, and obeyed almost every
where near her own border, as Pan-hellenic president. On a 
sudden, with scarce any preparatory series of events, he now felt 
this proud prerogative sentiment not only robbed of its former 
tribute, but stung in the most mortifying manner. Agesilaus, 
especially, was the more open to such humiliation, since he was 
not only a Spartan to the core, but loaded with the consciousness 
of having exercised more influence than any other king before 
him, - of having succeeded to the throne at a moment when 
Sparta was at the maximum of her power, - and of having now 
in his old age accompanied her, in part brought her by his 
misjudgments, into her present degradation. 

Agesilaus had, moreover, incurred unpopularity among the 
Spartans themselves, whose chagrin took the form of religious 
scruple and uneasiness. It has been already stated that he was, 
and had been from childhood, lame ; which deformity had been 
vehemently insisted on by his opponents (during the dispute be
tween him and Leotychides in 398 B. c. for the vacant throne) as 
disqualifying him for the regal dignity, and as being the precise 
calamity against which an ancient oracle - "Beware of a lame 
reign" -had given warning. Ingenious interpretation by Ly
sander, combined with superior personal merit in Agesilaus, and 
suspicions about the legitimacy of Leotychides, had caused the 
objection to be then overruled. But there had always been a 
party, even during the palmy days of Agesilaus, who thought that 
he had obtained the crown under no good auspices. And when 
the humiliation of Sparta arrived, every man's religion suggested 
to him readily the cause of it,2 - "See what comes of having set 
at nought the gracious warning of the gods, and put upon ourselves 
a lame reign! " In spite of such untoward impression, however, 
the real energy and bravery of Agesilaus, which had not deserted 

1 Isokrates, Or. vi, (Archidamus) s. ll l. 
9 Plutarch, Agesil. c. 30, 31, 34. 
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even an infirm body and an age of seventy years, was more than 
ever indispensable to his country. He was still the chief leader 
of her affairs, condemned to the sad necessity of submitting to this 
l\Iantinean affront, and much worse that followed it, without the 
least power of hindrance. 

The reestablishment of l\Iantinea was probably completed dur
ing the autumn and winter of B. c. 371-370. Such coalescence 
of villages into a town, coupled with the predominance of feelings 
hostile to Sparta, appears to have suggi:sted the idea of a larger 
political union among all who bore the Arcadian name. As yet, 
no such union had ever existed; the fractions of the Arcadian 
name had nothing in common, apart from other Greeks, except 
many legendary and religious sympathies, with a belief in the 
same heroic lineage and indigenous antiquity.l But now the idea 
and aspiration, espoused with peculiar ardor by a leading Man
tinean named Lykomedes, spread itself rapidly over the country, 
to form a " commune Arcadum," or central Arcadian authority, 
composed in certain proportions out of all the sections now auton
omous, - and invested with peremptory power of determining by 
the vote of its majority. Such central power, however, was not 
intended to absorb or set aside the separate governments, but only 
to be exercised for certain definite purposes ; in maintaining una
nimity at home, together with concurrent, independent action, as 
to foreign states.2 This plan of Pan-Arcadian federation was 
warmly promoted by the l\lantineans, who looked to it as a protec

1 It seems, however, doubtful whether there were not some eommon .A:r
eadi:m coins struck, even before the battle of Leuktra. 

Some such are extant; but they are referred by K. 0. Millier, as well as 
by M. Bocckh (Metrologisch. Untersuchungen, p. 92) to a later date subse-· 
quent to the foundation of Megalopolis. 

On the other hand, Ernst Curtius (Beytriigc zur Aeltem l\fiinzkunde, p. 
85-90, Berlin, 1851) contends that there is a great difference in the style 
and execution of these coins, and that several in all probability belong to a 
date earlier than the battle of Leuktra. Ile supposes that these older coins 
were struck in connection with the Pan-Arcadian sanctuary and temple of 
Zeus Lykreus, and probably out of a common treasury at the temple of that 
god for religious purposes ; perhaps also in connection with the temple of 
Artemis Hymnia (Pausan. viii, 5, I I) between Mantinea and Orchomenus. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 6. crvv~yov l11'2 To avvdvat 11'UV To 'Ap1<ac5t1cov, Ka2 
{J,n VllCcfJT/ tv Tifi Kotvi;i, TOVTO Kvptov elval Ka2 TWV 'l!'dAec.iv, etc. 

Compare Diodor. xv, 59-62. 

http:l!'dAec.iv
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tion to themselves in case the Spartan power should revive; as 
well as by the Thebans an<l Argeians, from whom aid was ex
pected in case of need. It found great favor in most parts of 
Arcadia, especially in the small districts bordering on Laconia, 
which stood most in need of union to protect themselves against the 
Spartans,-the Mrenalians, Parrhasians, Eutresians, .LEgytes,I etc. 
But the jealousies among the more consi<lerable. cities made some 
of them adverse to any scheme emanating from 1\Iantinea. Among 
these unfriendly opponents were Herrea, on the west of Arcadia 
bordering on Elis, - Orchomenus,2 conterminous with l\Iantinea 
to the north - and Tegea, conterminous to the south. The hold 
of the Spartans on Arcadia had been always maintaine<l chiefly 
through Orchomenus and Tegca. The former was the place where 
they deposited their hostages taken from other suspected towns; 
the latter was ruled by Stasippus and an oligarchy devoted to their 
interests.3 

Among the population of Tegea, however, a large proportion 
were ardent partisans of the new Pan-Arcadian movement, and 
desirous of breaking off their connection with Sparta. At the head 
of this party were Proxenus and Kallibius; while Stasippus and 
his frien<ls, supported by a senate composed chiefly of their parti
sans, vehemently opposed any alteration of the existing system. 
Proxenus and his partisans resolved to appeal to the assembled 
people, whom accordingly they convoked in arms; pacific popular 
assemblies, with free discussion, forming seemingly no part of the 
constitution of the city. Stasippus an<l his frien<ls appeared in 
armed numbers also; and a conflict ensued, in which each party 
charged the other with bad faith and with striking the first blow.4 
At first Stasippus had the advantage. Proxenus with a few of the 

1 See Pausanias, viii, 27, 2, 3. t Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, I I. 
3 For the relations of these Arcauian cities, with Sparta and with each 

other, see Thncyd. iv, 134; v, 61, 64, 77. 
4 Xenophon in his account represents Stasippus and his friends as being 

qnite in the right, and as having behaved not only with justice bnt with 
clemency. But we learn from an indirect admission, in another place, that 
there was also another story, totally diffetcnt, which represented Stasippus 
as having begun unjust violence. Compare Hellenic. vi, 5, 7, 8 with vi, 5, 
36. 

The manifest partiality of Xenophon, in these latter books, greatly di
minishes the value of his own belief on such a matter. 

VOLL 1~~ 
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opposite party were slain, while Kallibius with the remainder 
maintained himself near the town-wall, and in possession of the gate 
on the side towards 1lantinea. To that city he had before de
spatched an express, entreating aid, while he opened a parley with 
the opponents. Presently the 1\fantinean force arrived, and was 
admitted within the gates; upon which Stasippus, seeing that he 
could no longer maintain himself, escaped by another gate towards 
Pallantium. He took sanctuary with a few friends in a neighbor
ing temple of Artemis, whither he was pursued by his adversaries, 
who removed the roof, and began to cast the tiles down upon them. 
The unfortunate men were obliged to surrender. Fettered and 
placed on a cart, they were carried back to Tegea, and put on their 
trial before the united Tegeans and JUantineans, who condemned 
them and put them to death. Eight hundred Tegeans, of the de
feated party, fled as exiles to Sparta.I 

Such was the important reyolution which now took place at Te
gea ; a struggle of force on both sides, and not of discussion, - as 
was in the nature of the Greek oligarchical governments, where 
scarce any serious change of policy in the state could be brought 
about without violence. It decided the success of the Pan-Arcadian 
movement, which now proceeded with redoubled enthusiasm. Both 
l\Iantinea and Tegea were cordially united in its favor; though Or
chomenus, 8till strenuous in opposing it, hired for that purpose, as 
well as for her own defence, a body of mercenaries from Corinth 
under Polytropus. A full assembly of the Arcadian name was 
convoked at a small town called Asea, in the mountainous district 
west of Tegea. It appears to have been numerously attended; 
for we hear of one place, Eutma (in the district of l\Iount 1\Irenalus,2 
and near the borders of Laconia), from whence every single male 
adult went to the assembly. It was here that the consummation 
of the Pan-Arcadian confederacy was finally determined ; though 
Orchomenus and Herrea still stood aloof.3 

There could hardly be a more fatal blow to Sparta than this loss 
to herself, and transfer to her enemies, of Tegea, the most powerful 
of her remaining aIIies.4 To assist the exiles and avenge Stasip

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 8, 9, IO. 

' Pausanias, viii, 27, 3. 3 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, II, 12. 

• Xen. Hellen. vii, 2, 2. 
See the prodigious anxiety manifested by the Lacedremonians respecting 

the sure adhesion of Tegea (Thuryd. v, 64). 
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pus, as well as to arrest the Arcadian movement, she resolved on 
a march into the country, in spite of her present dispirited condi
tion ; while Herrea and Lepreum, but no other places, sent con
tingents to her aid. From Elis and Argos, on the other hand, 
reinforcements came to J\Iantinea and Tegea. Proclaiming that 
the l\Iantineans h~d violated the recent peace by their entry into 
Tegea, Agesilaus marched across the border against them. The 
first Arcadian town which he reached was Eutrea,1 where he found 
that all the male adults had gone to the great Arcadian assembly. 
Though the feebler population, remaining behind, were completely 
in his power, he took scrupulous care to respect both person and 
property, and even lent aid to rebuild a decayed portion of the wall. 
At Eutrea he halted a day or two, thinking it prudent to wait for 
the junction of the mercenary force and the Bceotian exiles under 
Polytropus, now at Orchomenus. Against the latter place, how
ever, the l\Iantineans had marched under Lykomedes, while Poly
tropus, coming forth from the walls to meet them, had been de
feated with loss, and slain.I! Hence Agesilaus was compelled to 
advance onward with his own unassisted forces, through the terri
tory of Tegea up to the neighborhood of l\Iantinea. His onward 
march left the way from Asea to Tegea free, upon which the Arca
dians assembled at Asea broke up, and marched by night to Te
gea; from whence, on the next day, they proceeded to l\fantinea, 
along the mountain range eastward of the Tegeatic plain ; so that 
the whole Arcadian force thus became united. Agesilaus on his 

1 I cannot but think that Eutrea stands marked upon the maps of Kiepert 
at a point too far from the frontier of Laconia, and so situated in reference 
to Asea, that Agesilaus must have passed very near Asea in order to get to 
it; which is difficult to suppose, seeing that the Arcadian convocation was 
assembled at Asea. Xenophon calls Eutrea rroAiv 5µopov with reference to 
Laconia (Hellen. vi, 5, 12); this will hardly suit with the position marked 
by Kiepert. 

The district called Mrenalia must have reached farther southward than 
Kiepert indicates on his map. It included Oresteion, which was on the 
straight road from Sparta to Tegea (Thu~yd. v, 64; Herodot. ix, ll ). 
Kiepert has placed Oresteion in his map agreeably to what seems the mean
ing of Pausanias, viii, 44, 3. But it rather appears that the place mentioned 
by Pausanias must have been Oresthasion, and that Oresteion must have been 
a different plate, though Pausanias considers them the same. See the geo
graphical Appendix to K. 0. Mii!ler's Dorians, vol. ii, p. 442 - Germ. edit. 

1 _Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 13, 14; Diodor. xv, 62. 



212 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

side, having ravaged the fields and encamped within little more 
than two miles from the walls of Mantinea, was agreeably sur
prised by the junction of his allies from Orchornenus, who had 
eluded by a night-march the vigilance of the enemy. Both on one 
side and on the other, the forces were thus concentrated. Agesilaus 
found himself on the first night, without intending it, embosomed 
in a recess of the mountains near Mantinea, where the J'IIantineans 
gathered on the high ground around, in order to attack him from 
above, the next morning. By a well-managed retreat, he extricated 
himself from this inconvenient position, and regained the plain ; 
where he remained three days, prepared to give battle if the ene
my came forth, in order that he might "not seem (says Xenophon) 
to hasten his departure through fear."• As the enemy kept within 
their walls, he marched homeward, on the fourth day, to his former 
camp in the Tegean territory. The enemy did not pursue, and he 
then pushed on his march, though it was late in the evening, to 
Eutrea; "wishing (says Xenophon) to get his troops off before 
even the enemies' fires could be seen, in order that no one might 
say that his return was a flight. He thought that he had raised 
the spirit of Sparta out of the previous discouragement, by invad
ing Arcadia and ravaging the country without any enemy coming 
forth to fight him."2 The army was then brought back to Sparta 
and disbanded. 

It had now become a matter of boast for Agesilaus (according 
to his own friendly historian) to keep the field for three or four 
days, without showing fear of Arcadians and Eleians l So fatally 
had Spartan pride broken down, since the day (less than eighteen 
months before) when the peremptory order had been sent to Kle
ombrotus, to march out of Phokis straight against Thebes ! 

Nevertheless it was not from fear of Agesilaus, but from a wise 
discretion, that the Arca<lians and Eleians had kept within the 

Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 20. i'nrw, µ1/ OOKOl1J <f>o(3ovµevo, arrev&tv r7Jv lpoclov. 
See Leake's Travels in the Morea, vol. iii, c. xxiv, p. 74, 75. The exact 

spot designated by the words rov oma~ev KoArrov Ti/' MavnvtKiir;, seems 
hardly to be identified. 

' Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 21. f3ov1'.6µevo, urrayayeiv roil, 01'Atrar;, TrfllV Ka2 Ta 
rrvpa TlJV TrOAeµit.Jv lJelv, iva µ~ Tl!,' eirry, ii, <f>evywv urrayayot. 'EK yap T~f 
rrpoa~ev u~vµfor lOoKet re avet}.1Jpivat rqv TrOAtV, I'm Kat lµ{Je{JA~Ket eir rT;v 
•ApKacl[av, Kai ilyoiivTL r7Jv xwpav ovclelr l1~eAf;Ket µaxetr&ai: compare Plu
tarch, AgesiL c. 30. 

l 
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walls of Mantinea. Epaminondas with the Theban army was 
approaching t-0 their aid, and daily expected ; a sum of ten talents 
having been lent by the Eleians to defray the cost.I He had been 
invited by them and by others of the smaller Peloponnesian states, 
who felt the necessity of some external protector against Sparta, 
- and who even before they applied to Thebes for aid, had so
licited the like interference from Athens (probably under · the 
general presidency accepted by Athens, and the oaths interchanged 
by her with vaiious inferior cities, since the battle of Leuktra), 
but had experienced a refusal.2 

Epaminondas had been preparing for this contingency ever since 
the battle of Leuktra. The first use made of his victory had been 
to establish or confirm the ascendency of Thebes both over the 
recusant Bceotian cities and over the neighboring Phokians and 
Lokrians, etc. After this had been accomplished, he must have 
been occupied (during the early part of 370 B. c.) in anxiously 
watching the movements of Jason of Pherro,-who had already 
announced his design of marching with an imposing force to Del
phi for the celebration of the Pythian games (about August I.) 
Though this despot was the ally of Thebes, yet as both his power, · 
and his aspirations towards the headship of Greece,3 were well 
known, no Theban general, even of prudence infeiior to Epamin
ondas, could venture in the face of such liabilities to conduct away 
the Theban force into Peloponnesus, leaving Bceotia uncovered. 
The assassination of Jason relieved Thebes from such apprehen
sions, and a few weeks sufficed to show that his successors were 
far less formidable in power as well as in ability. Accordingly, 
in the autumn of 370 B. c. Epaminondas had his attention free to 
turn to Peloponnesus, for the purpose both of maintaining the 
anti-Spartan revolution which had taken place in Tegea, and of 
seconding the pronounced impulse among the Arcadians towards 
federative coalition. 

But the purposes of this distinguished man went farther still; 
embracing long-sighted and permanent arrangements, such as 
should forever disable Sparta from recovering her prominent sta

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 19. 

1 Diodor. xv, 62. 

Compare Demosthenes, Orat. pro Mcgalopolit. pp. 205-20i, s. 13-23. 

3 Diodor. xv, 60. 
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tion in the Grecian world. 'Vhile with one hand he organized 
Arcadia, with the other he took measures for replacing the exiled 
Messenians on their ancient territory. To achieve this, it was 
necessary to dispossess the Spartans of the region once known as 
independent 1\lessenia, under its own line of kings, but now, for 
near three centuries, the best portion of Laconia, tilled by Helots 
for the profit of proprietors at Sparta. While converting these 
Helots into free l\Iessenians, as their forefathers had once been, 
Epaminondas proposed to invite back all the wanderers of the 
same race who were dispersed in various portions of Greece; 
so as at once to impoverish Sparta by loss of territory, and to 
plant upon her flank a neighbor bitterly hostile. It has been 
already mentioned, that during the Peloponnesian war, the exiled 
J\fessenians bad been among the most active allies of Athens and 
Sparta,-at Naupaktus, at Sphakteria, at Pylus, in Kephallenia, 
and elsewhere. Expelled at the close of that war by the tri
umphant Spartans,! not only from Peloponnesus, but also from 
Naupaktus and Ke.phallenia, these exiles had since been dispersed 
among various Hellenic colonies ; at Rhegium in Italy, at 1\lessene 

·in Sicily, at Hesperides in Libya. From 404 B. c. (the close of 
the war) to 373 B. c., they had remained thus without a home. At 
length, about the latter year (when the Athenian confederate 
navy again became equal or superior to the Lacedremonian on 
the west coast of Peloponnesus), they began to indulge the 
hope of being restored to Naupaktus.2 Probably their request 
may have been preferred and discussed in the synod of Athenian 
allies, where the Thebans sat as members. Nothing however had 
been done towards it by the Athenians,-who soon became fa
tigued with the war, and at length made peace with Sparta, 
when the momentous battle of Leuktra altered, both completely 
and suddenly, the balance of power in Greece. A chance of pro
tection was now opened to the 1\lessenians from Thebes, far more 
promising than they had ever had from Athens. Epaminondas, 
well aware of the loss as well as humiliation that he should inflict 
upon Sparta by restoring them to their ancient territory, entered 
into communication >vith them, and caused them to be invited to 
Peloponnesus from all their distant places of emigration.3 By the 

1 Dio<lor. xiv, 34. 2 Pausanias, iv, 26, 3. 
• Diodor. xv, 66; Pausanias, iY, 26, 3, 4. 
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time of his march into Arcadia, in the late autumn of 370 B. c., 
many of them had already joined him, burning with all their 
ancient hatred of Sparta, and contributing to aggravate the same 
sentiment among Thebans and allies. 

·with the scheme of restoring the Uesscnians, was combined in 
the mind of Epaminondas another, for the political consolidation 
of the Arcadians; both being intended as parts of one strong and 
Relf-supporting organization against Sparta on her own border. 
Of course he could have accomplished nothing of the kind, if there 
had not been a powerful spontaneous movement towards consolida
tion among the Arcadians themselves. But without his guidance 
and protection, the movement would have proved abortive, through 
the force of local jealousies within the country, fomented and 
seconded by Spartan aid from without. Though the general vote 
for federative coalition had been passed with enthusiasm, yet to 
carry out such a vote to the satisfaction of all, without quarrelling 
on points of detail, would have required far more of public-minded 
sentiment, as well as of intelligence, than what could be reckoned 
upon among the Arcadians. It was necessary to establish a new 
city; since the standing jealousy between l\Iantinea and Tegea, 
now for the first time embarked in one common cause, would never 
have permitted ·that either should be preferred as the centre of the 
new consolidation.I Besides fixing upon the new site required, it 
was indispensable also to choose between conflicting exigencies, 
and to break up ancient habits, in a way such as could hardly have 
been enforced by any majority purely Arcadian. The authority 
here deficient was precisely supplied by Epaminondas; who 
brought with him a victorious army and a splendid personal name, 
combined with impartiality as to the local politics of Arcadia, and 
single-minded hostility to Sparta. 

It was with a view to these two great foundations, as well as to 
expel Agesilaus, that Epaminondas now marched the Theban 
army into Arcadia; the command being voluntarily intrusted to 
him by Pelopidas and the other Bceotarchs present. He ar
rived shortly after the retirement of Agesilaus, while the Arcadi

1 To illu>trute small things hy irreat, - At the first formation of the 
Federal Constitution of the L"nited States of America, the rival pretensions 
of New York and Philadelphia. were among the principal motives for cre
ating the new federal city of "Washington. 
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ans and Eleians were ravaging the lands of the recusant town of 
Herrea. · As they speedily came back to greet his anival, the ag
gregate confederate body, -Argeians, Arcadians, and Eleians, 
united with the Thebans and their accompanying allies, -is said 
to have amounted to forty thousand, or according to some, even to 
seventy thousand men.1 Not merely had Epaminondas brought 
with him a choice body of auxiliaries, - Phokians, Lokrians, Eu
bceans, Akarnanians, Herakleots, J\falians, and Thessalian cavalry 
and peltasts, - but the Bceotian bands themselves were so brilliant 
and imposing, as to excite universal admiration. The victory of 
Leuktra had awakened among them an enthusiastic military ardor, 
turned to account by the genius of Epaminondas, and made to 
produce a finished discipline which even the unwilling Xenophon 
cannot refuse to acknowledge.2 Conscious of the might of their 
assembled force, within a day's march of Laconia, the Arcadians, 
Argeians, and Eleians pressed Epaminondas to invade that coun
try, now that no allies could approach the frontier to its aid. At 
first he was unwilling to comply. He had not come prepared for 
the enterprise; being well aware, from his own journey to Sparta 
(when the peace-congress was held there prior to the battle of 
Leuktra), of the impracticable nature of the intervening country, 
so easy to be defended, especially during the winter-season, by 
troops like the Lacedremonians, whom he believed to be in occu
pation of all the passes. Nor was his reluctance overcome until 
the instances of his allies were backed by assurances from the 
Arcadians on the frontier, that the passes were not all guarded; as 
well as by invitations from some of the discontented Periceki, 
in Laconia. These Periceki engaged to revolt openly, if he would 
only show himself in the country. They told him that there was 
a general slackness throughout Laconia in obeying the military 
requisitions from Sparta ; and tendered their lives as atonement 
if they should be found to speak falsely. By such encourage
ments, as well as by the general impatience of all around him to 

1 l'lutarch, Agesil. c. 31; and compare Agesil. and Pomp. c. 4; Diodor. 
xv, 62. Compare Xenophon, AgcRilaus, 2, 2.1. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 23. Ol cle 'ApKaoe, Kat 'Apyeiot Kai 'HA.eiot l:11'et'9ov 
av•ov, ~yeia'9at i:i, Tll,Ytara ei, Ti]v AalCCJVIKlJV, fotoeiKVVVTE' µi:v TO EaVTWV 
11'A.ii'9o,, im:epe1!'atvoirvrer rle TO Twv 071{3aic.i11 uTpanvµa. Kai yap ol µ'iv 
Bot"!TOt l:yvµvul;ovTo 11'UVTef: 11'tpl TU 01!'Aa, ayaA.A.6µevot TU tv AevtcTpOtC viKp, 
etc. 
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revenge upon Sparta her long career of pride and abused ascend
ency, Epaminondas was at length induced to give the order of 
invasion.I 

That he should have hesitated in taking this responsibility, will 
not surprise us, if we recollect, that over and above the real diffi
culties of the !ountry, invasion of Laconia by land was an unpar
alleled phenomenon, - that the force of Sparta was most imper
fectly known, - that no such thought had been entertained when 
he left Thebes, - that the legal duration of command, for himself 
and his colleagues, would not permit it,- and that though bis Pelo
ponnesian allies were fo~ard in the scheme, the rest of his troops 
and his countrymen might well censure him, if the unknown force 
of resistance turned out as formidable as their associations from old 
time led them to apprehend. 

The invading army was distributed into four portions, all pene
trating by different passes. The Eleians had the westernmost and 
easiest road, the Argeians the easternmost; 2 while the Thebans 
themselves and the Arcadians formed the two central divisions. 
The latter alone experienced any serious resistance. :More dar
ing even than the Theb:ms, they encountered Ischolaus the Spartan 
at Ium or Oeum in the district called Skiritis, attacked him in the 
village, and overpowered him by vehemence of assault, by supe
rior numbers, and seemingly also by some favor or collusion3 on 
the part of the inhabitants. After a desperate resistance, this brave 
Spartan with nearly all his division perished. At Karyre, the 
Thebans also found and surmounted some resistance ; but the vic
tory of the Arcadians over Ischolaus operated as an encouragement 
to all, so that the four divisions reached Sellasia4 and were again 

1 Xen. IIdlen. d, 5, 24, 25. 
• Diodor. xv, 64. 

See Colonel Lcakc's Travels in the :Morea, vol. iii, ch. 23, p. 29. 

3 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 26. ·when we read that the Arcadians got on the 


roofs of the houses to attack Ischolaus, this fact seems to imply that they 
were admitted into the houses by the villagers. 

4 Hcspecting the site of Sclla;;ia, Colonel Leake thinks, and advances 
Yarious grounds for supposing, that Sellasia was on the road from Spart& 
to the north-east, towards the Thyreatis ; and that Karyre was on tile road. 
from Sparta northward, towards Tcgea. The French investigat.ors of the 

. 1\Ioren, as well as Professor Hoss und Kiepert, hold a different opinion, and 
place Sellasia on the road from Sparta. northward towards Tegea (Leake, 

VOL. :X:. 10 
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united in safety. Undefended and deserted (seemingly) by the 
Spartans, Sellasia was now burnt and destroyed by the invaders, 
who, continuing their march along the plain or valley towards the 
Eurotas, encamped in the sacred grove of Apollo. On the next 
day they reached the Eurotas, at the foot of the bridge which crossed 
that river and led to the city of Sparta. • . 

Epaminondas found the bridge too well-guarded to attempt forc
ing it; a strong body of Spartan hoplites being also discernible on 
the other side, in the sacred ground of Athene Alea. He there
fore marched down the left bank of the river, burning and plunder
ing the houses in his way, as far as Amyklre, between two and three 
miles below Sparta. Here he found a ford, though the river was 
full, from the winter season ; and accomplished the passage, de
feating, after a severe contest, a body of Spartans who tried to 
oppose it. He was now on the same side of the river as Sparta, to 
which city he slowly and cautiously made his approach; taking 
care to keep his Theban troops always in the best battle order, 
and protecting them, when encamped, by felled trees; while the 
Arcadians and other Peloponnesian allies dispersed around to 
plunder the neighboring houses and property.• 

Great was the consternation which reigned in the city ; desti
tute of fortifications, yet hitherto inviolate in fact and unassailable 
even in idea. Besides their own native force, the Spartans had 
no auxiliaries except those mercenaries from Orchomenus who 
had come back with Agesilaus ; nor was it certain beforehand that 
even these troops would remain with them, if the invasion became 
formidable.II On the first assemblage of the irresistible army on 
their frontier, they had despatched one of their commanders of 
foreign contingents (called Xenagi) to press the instant coming 
of such Peloponnesian allies as remained faithful to them ; and 
also envoys to Athens, entreating assistance from that city. Aux
iliaries were obtained, and rapidly put under march, from Pellene, 

Peloponnesia.ca, p. 342-352; Ross, Seisen im Peloponnes. p. 187; Berlin, 
1841 ). 

Upon such a point, the authority of Colonel Leake is very high; yet the 
opposite opinion respecting the site of Sellasia seems to me preferable. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 30; Diodor. xv, 65. 
1 This I apprehend to be the meaning of the phra.se - fad µivro' eµevo» 
~ ol i~ 'Opxoµivov µLa,J~po1, etc. 

http:Peloponnesia.ca
http:formidable.II
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Sikyon, Phlius, Corinth, Epidaurus, Trcezen, Hennione, and Ha
lieis.l But the ordinary line of march into Laconia was now 
impracticable to them; the whole frontier being barred by .Ar
geians and Arcadians. Accordingly they were obliged to proceed 
first to the Argolic peninsula, and from thence to cross by sea 
(embarking probably at Halieis on the south-western coast of the 
peninsula) to Prasire on the eastern coast of Laconia; from 
whence they made their way over the Laconian mountains to 
Sparta. Being poorly provided with vessels, they were forced to 
cross in separate detachments, and to draw lots for priority.2 By 
this chance the Phliasian contingent did not come over until the 
last; while the xenagus, eager to reach Sparta, left them behind, 
and conducted the rest thither, arriving only just before the con
federate enemies debouched from Sellasia. The Phliasians, on 
crossing to Prasire, found neither their comrades nor the xenagus, 
but were obliged to hire a guide to Sparta. Fortunately they ar
rived there both safely and in time, eluding the vigilance of the 
enemy, who were then near Amyklre. 

These reinforcements were no less seasonable to Sparta, than 
creditable to the fidelity of the allies. For the bad feeling which 
habitually reigned in Laconia, between the Spartan citizens on 
one side, and the Perireki and Helots on the other, produced in this 
hour of danger its natural fruits of desertion, alarm, and weakness. 
Not only were the Perireki and Helots in standing discontent, but 
even among the Spartan citizens themselves, a privileged fraction 
called Peers had come to monopolize political honors ; while the 
remainder, - poorer men, yet ambitious and active, and known 
under the ordinary name of the Inferiors, - were subject to a de
grading exclusion, and rendered bitterly hostile. The account 
given in a previous chapter of the conspiracy of Kinadon, will 
have disclosed the fearful insecurity of the Spartan citizen, sur
~ounded by so many disaffected comp~ons ; Periceki and Helots 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 29 ; vii, 2, 2. 
• Xen. Hellen. vii, 2, 2. Kal t5 ta/3 aZv etv re ?ce,,ral o t ?caxovTE !." 

(the Phliasian~) eir IIpatrtur ri:Jv <JVµf3orJ1'i1JtraVT(,)V, ••••••• ov yilp 7rii1rore 
il<t>foratrav, ill.A.' ova', trrd 0 fevayor TOV!: 7rp0 Ota/3 ef3i:Jrar 'Aaf3wv ilrro
At?rWV avrovr r,l;rero, oM' .,, u7re<1Tpa</>1)'1aV, il'AA.' fjyeµ6va µitri'J(,)'1aµevot EiC 
llpatrtwv, ovr(,)v ri:Jv rro'Aeµi(,)v 7rep~ 'Aµv"'Aac, o'/r(,)' t&iivavro ota&vvrer: lr; 
Irr&pr1111 a</>tKOVTO. 
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in Laconia, inferior citizens at Sparta. On the appearance of the 
invading enemy, indeed, a certain feeling of common interest arose, 
since even the disaffected might reasonably imagine that a plun
dering soldiery, if not repelled at the point of the sword, would 
make their condition worse instead of better. And accordingly, 
when the ephors made public proclamation, that any Helot who 
would take heavy armor and serve in the ranks as an hoplite, 
should be manumitted,-not less than six thousand Helots gave 
in their names to serve. But a body thusnumerous, when seen in 
arms, became itself the object of mistrust to the Spartans ; so that 
the arrival of their new allies from Prashce was welcomed as a 
security, not less against the armed Helots within the city, than 
against the Thebans without.I Open enmity, however, was not 
wanting. A considerable number both of Perireki and Helots 
actually took arms on behalf of the Thebans ; others remained 
inactive, disregarding the urgent summons from the ephors, which 
could not now be enforced.2 

. I Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 28, 29. Ciure <j>o,i3ov av OVTOt 1rapel:i;ov r;vvrerayµivoi 

1<al l.lav iOoKovv 1roA.A.oZ elvat, etc. 

. ' Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 25 ; vi, 5, 32; vii, 2, 2. 


It is evident from the last of these three passages, that the number of 
Periceki and Helots who actually revolted, was very considerable; and that 
the contrast between the second and third passages evinces the different 
feelings with which the two seem to have been composed by Xenophon. 

In the second, he is recounting the invasion of Epaminondas, with a wish 
to soften the magnitude of the Spartan disgrace aud calamity as much as 
he can. Accordingly, he tells us no more than this, - "there were some 
among the Periceki, who even took active service in the attack of Gythium, 
and fought along with the Thebans," - 'f/r;av ot rtver rwv IIepwiKwv, ol rnl 
t1ri1'tevro Kat uvnurparevovro rol(' µera 01J/3aiCJv. 

But in the third passage (vii, 2, 2: compare his biography called Age•i· 
laus, ii, 24) Xenophon is extolling the fidelity of the Phliasians to Sparta. 
under adverse circumstances of the latter. Hence it then suits his arg1t· 
ment, to magnify these adverse circumstances, in order to enhance the merit 
of the Phliasians; and he therefore tells us, - ".Uany of the l'erimki, all 
the Helots, and all the allies except a few, had revolted from Sparta,'' 
u<j>a'Uvniv o' aiJTWV rij ev Aevnpotr µaxv, Kal U1r0<ITUVTCJV µev 1ro?).oiv ITrpt. 
oi.Kwv, U1roaiUvrwv oe 7rUvrwv ri:Jv Ell~<.Jrwv, iTl oe rWv rJvµµUxwv 7ri31v 1ritVJJ 

OA.iywv, brurrpa-revOvrwv d' aVroi,, c:i, elrrelv, 7rllVTCJV rWv 'EAi~~vwv, Trturol 
otiµetvav (the Phliasians ). 

I apprehend that both statements depart from the reality, though in op· 
posite {\irections. I have adopted in the text something between the two. 

http:1roA.A.oZ
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Under such wide-spread feelings of disaffection the defence even 
of Sparta itself against the assailing enemy was a task requiring 
all the energy of Agesilaus. After having vainly tried to hinder 
the Thebans from crossing the Eurotas, he was forced to abandon 
Amyklre and to throw himself back upon the city of Sparta, to
war<l'3 which they immediately advanced. l\Iore than one con
spiracy was on the point of breaking out, had not his vigilance 
forestalled the projects. Two hundred young soldiers of doubtful 
fidelity were marching, without orders, to occupy a strong post 
(sacred to Artemis) called the Issorium. Those around him were 
about to attack them, but Agesilaus, repressing their zeal, went up 
alone to the band, addressed them in language betokening no sus
picion, yet warning them that they had mistaken his orders: their 
services were needed, not at the Issorium, but in another part of 
the city. They obeyed his orders, and moved to the spot indicated; 
upon which he immediately occupied the Issorium with troops 
whom he could trust. In the ensuing night, he seized and put tO 
death fifteen of the leaders of the two hundred. Another conspi
racy, said to have been on the point of breaking out, was repressed 
by seizing the conspirators in the house where they were assem
bled, and putting them to death untried; the first occasion (observes 
Plutarch) on which any Spartan was ever put to death untried,1 
-a statement which I hesitate to believe without knowing from 
whom he borrowed it, but which, if true, proves that the Spartan 
kings and ephors did not apply to Spartan citizens the same 
measure as to Periceki and Helots. 

By such severe proceedings, disaffection was kept under; while 
the strong posts of the city were effectively occupied, and the 
wider approaches barricaded by heaps of stones and earth.2 
Though destitute of walls, Sparta was extremely defensible by 
position. Epaminondas marched slowly up to it from Amyklre; 
the Arcadians and others in his army spreading themselves to burn 
and plunder the neighborhood. On the third or fourth day his 
cavalry occupied the Hippodrome (probably a space oflevel ground 
near the river, under the hilly site of the town), where the Spar
ta.n cavalry, though inferior both in number and in goodness, gained 

1 Plutarch, Agesil. c. 32; Polyrenus, ii, 1, 14; ~Jiau, V. H. x.iv, 27. 
1 ~neas, Poliorceticus, c. 2, p. 16. 
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an advantage over them, through the help of three hundred chosen 
hoplites whom Agesilaus had planted in ambush hard by, in a 
precinct sacred to the Dioskuri. Though this action was probably 
of little consequence, yet Epaminondas did not dare to attempt 
the city by storm. Satisfied with having defied the Spartans and 
manifested his mastery of the field even to their own doors, he 
marched away southward down to Eurotas. To them, in their 
present depression, it was matter of consolation and even of boast
ing,1 that he had not dared to assail them in their last stronghold. 
The agony of their feelings, - grief, resentment, and wounded 
honor, - was intolerable. l\lany wished to go out and fight, at all 
hazard; but Agesilaus resisted them with the same firmness as 
Perikles had shown at Athens, when the Peloponnesians first in
'Vaded Attica at the beginning of the Peloponnesian war. Especially 
the Spartan women, who had never before beheld an enemy,. are 
said to have manifested emotions so furious and distressing, as to 
increase much the difficulty of defence.I! We are even told that 
Antalkidas, at that time one of the ephors, sent his children for 
safety away from Sparta to the island of Kythera. Epaminondas 
knew well how desperate the resistance of the Spartans would be 
if their city were attacked; while to himself, in the midst of a hos
tile and impracticable country, repulse would be absolute ruin.3 

) Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 32. Kat TO µ'i:v µr, 7rpii~ ri)v "lf'OAlV 7rpou,BaA.e'iv av fr1 
avTov~, fio11 Tl l061m 1JappaA.ewupov, elvai. 

This passage is not very clear, nor are the commentators nnanimous 
either as to the words or as to the meaning. Some omit µ1/, construe lcloKei 
as if it were to6Ket Tolr 811{3aio1r, and translate tpappaA.ewupov "excessively 
rash." 

I agree with Schneider in dissenting from this alteration and construe· 
tion. I have given in the text what I believe to be the meaning. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 28 ; Aristotel. Politic. ii, 6, 8 ; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 
32, 33 ; Plutarch, comp. Agesil. and Pomp. c. 4. 

3 Aristotle (in his Politica, iv, 10, 5 ), discussing the opinion of those po
litical philosophers who maintained that a city ought to have no walls, but 
to be defended only by the bravery of its inhabitants, - gives various rea
sons against such opinion, and adds "that these are old-fashioned thinkers; 
that the cities which made such ostentatious display of personal courage, 
have been proved to be wrong by actual results, - A.iav apxalc.i, {nroA.aµ{3fl
vovut, Kat rav1J' opi:Jvre, l:A.eyxoµeva, lpy'f' Ta' lKeivr.Jr KaA.A.r.Jmuaµeva,. 

The commentators say (see the note of M. Barth. St. Hilaire) that Aris
totle has in his view Sparta at the moment of this Theban invasion.. I do 

http:lKeivr.Jr
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On leaving Sparta, Epaminondas carried his march as far as 
Helos and Gythium on the sea-coast; burning and plundering the 
country, and trying for three days to capture Gythium, which con
tained the Lacedremonian arsenal and ships. l\Iany of the Laco
nian Perireki joined and took service in his army; nevertheless 
his attempt on Gythium did not succeed; upon which he turned 
back and retraced his steps to the Arcadian frontier. It was the 
more necessary for him to think of quitting Laconia, since his Pelo
ponnesian allies, the Arcadians and others, were daily stealing 
home with the rich plunder which they had acquired, while his 
supplies were also becoming deficient.I 

Epaminondas had thus accomplished far more than he had pro
jected when quitting Thebes; for the effect of the expedition on 
Grecian opinion was immense. The reputation of his army, as 
well as his own, was prodigiously exalted; and even the narra
tive of Xenophon, unfriendly as well as obscure, bears involuntary 
testimony both to the excellence of his generalship and to the 
good discipline of his troops. He made his Thebans keep in rank 
and hold front against the enemy, even while their Arcadian allies 
were dispersing a~ound for plunder. l\Ioreover, the insult and 
humiliation to Sparta were still greater than that inflicted by the 
battle of Leuktra; which had indeed shown that she was no longer 
invincible in the field, but had still left her with the admitted sup
position of an inviolable territory and an unapproachable city. 

The resistance of the Spartans indeed (except in so far as regards 
their city) had been far less than either friends or enemies expected; 

not see what else he can mean ; yet at the same time, if such be his mean· 
ing, the remark is surely difficult to admit. Epaminondas came close up 
to Spa1ia, bnt did not dare to attempt to carry it by assault. If the city 
had had walls like those of Babylon, they could not have procured for her 
any greater protection. To me the fact appears rather to show (contrary 
to the assertion of Aristotle) that Sparta was so strong by position, com
bined with the military character of her citizens, that she could dispense 
with walls. 

Polyrenus (ii, 2, 5) has an anecdote, I know not from whom borrowed, .to 
the effect that Epaminondas might have taken Sparta, but designedly re
frained from doing so, on the ground that the Arcadians and others would 
then no longer stand in need of Thebes. Neither the alleged matter of 
fact, nor the reason, appear to me worthy of any credit. JE!ian ( V. H. iv, 
8) has the same story, but with a different reason assigned. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 50; Diodor. xv, 67. 
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the belief in their power was thus proportionally abridged. It now 
remained for Epaminondas to complete their humiliation by exe
cuting those two enterprises which had formed the special purpose 
of his expedition : the reestablishment of l\Iessene, and the con
solidation of the Arcadians. 

The recent invasion of Laconia, victorious as well as lucrative, 
had inspired the Arcadians with increased confidence and antipa
thy against Sparta, and increased disposition to listen to Epami
nondas. 'Vhen that eminent man proclaimed the necessity of estab
lishing a strong frontier against Sparta on the side of Arcadia, and 
when he announced his intention of farther weakening Sparta by 
the restoration of the exiled l\Iessenians, - the general feeling of 
the small Arcadian communities, already tending in the direction 
of coalescence, became strong enough to overbear all such impedi
ments of detail as the breaking up of ancient abode and habit 
involves. Respecting early Athenian history, we are told by Thu
cydides,t that the legendary Theseus, "having become powerful, 
in addition to his great capacity," had effected the discontinuance 
of those numerous independent governments which once divided 
Attica, and had consolidated them all into one common govern
ment at Athens. Just such was the revolution now operated by 
Epaminondas, through the like combination of intelligence and 
power. A Board of ffikists or Founders was named to carry out 
the resolution taken by the Arcadian assemblies at Asea and Tegea, 
for the establishment of a Pan-Arcadian city and centre. Of this 
Board, two were from Tegea, two from l\Iantinea, two from Klei
tor, two from the district of l\Ienalus, two from that of the PaITha
sians. A convenient site being chosen upon the river Helisson 
(which flowed through and divided the town in two), about twenty 
miles west of Tegea, well-fitted to block up the marches of Sparta 
in a north-westerly direction, - the foundation of the 'flew Great 
City (Megalopolis) was laid by the ffikists jointly with Epami
nondas. Forty distinct Arcadian townships,2 from all sides of this 
centre, were persuaded to join the new community. Ten were 
from the Mrenalii, eight from the Parrhasii, six from the Eutresii; 

1 Thucyd. ii, 15. 'Eimo~ &i: 911atvr lj3aall.tvat, ytv6µtv1J! µtTa Toil gwt
Toii 1<a2 &vvaTilr, etc. 

1 Diodor. xv, 72. 
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three great sections of the Arcadian name, each an aggregate of 
villages. Four little townships, occupying a portion of the area 
intended for the new territory, yet being averse to the scheme, 
were constrained to join; but in one of them, Trapezus, the aver
sion was so strong, that most of the inhabitants preferred to emi
grate, and went to join the Trapezuntines in the Euxine Sea (Tre
bizond), who received them kindly. Some of the leading Trape
zuntines were even slain by the violent temper of the Arcadian 
majority. The walls of the new city enclosed an area of fifty sta
dia in circumference (more than five miles and a half); while an 
ample rural territory was also gathered around it, extending north
ward as much as twenty-four miles from the city, and conterminous 
on the east with Tegea, l\Iantinea, Orchomenus, and Kaphyre, 
on the west with J'IIessene,' Phigalia, and IIera;a. 

The other new city, -l\fessene, -was founded under the joint 
auspices of the Thebans and their allies, Argeians and others; 
Epiteles being especially chosen by the Argeians for that purpose.2 
The l\fessenian exiles, though eager and joyful at the thought of 
regaining their name and nationality, were averse to fix their new 
city either at CEchalia or Andania, which had been the scenes of 
their calamities in the early wars with Sparta. l\foreover the site 
of l\Iount Ithome is said to have been pointed out by the hero 
Kaukon, in a dream, to the Ageian general Epiteles. ' The local 
circumstances of this mountain (on which the last gallant resist-· 
ance of the revolted l\fessenians against Sparta had been carried on, 
between the Persian and Peloponncsian wars) were such, that the 
indications of dreams, prophet8, and religious signs coincided fully 
with the deliberate choice of a judge like Epaminondas. In after 
days, this hill IthOme (then bearing the town and citadel of l\Ies
sene), together with the Akrocorinthus, were marked out by De

1 Pausan. viii, 27 ; viii, 35, 5. Diodor. xv, 63. 
See Mr. Fynes Clinton, Fasti Hellenici, Appendix, p. 418, where the facts 

respecting Megalopolis are brought together and discussed. 
It is remarkable that though Xenophon (Hellen. v, 2, 7) observes that the 

capture of Mantinca by Agesipolis had made the Mantineans see the folly 
of having a river run through their town, - yet in choosing the site of Me
galopolis, this same feature was deliberately reproduced : and in this choice 
the Mantineans were parties concerned. 

1 Pausan. iv, 26, 6. 
VOL.~. 10• 15oc... 
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metrius of Pharus as the two horns of Peloponnesus : whoever 
held these two horns, was master of the bull.I IthOme was 
near ·two thousand five hundred feet above the level of the sea, 
having upon its summit an abundant spring of water, called Klep
sydra. Upon this summit the citadel or acropolis of the new 
town of Messene was built; while the town itself was situated 
lower down on the slope, though connected by a continuous wall 
with its acropolis. First, solemn sacrifices were offered, by Epami
nondas, who was recognized as CEkist or Founder,2 to Dionysius 
and Apollo Ismenius, - by the Argeians, to the Argeian Here and 
Zeus Nemeius, -by the l\Iessenians, to Zeus Ithomates and the 
Dioskuri. Next, prayer was made to the ancient Heroes and 
Heroines of the l\fessenian nation, especially to the invincible war
rior Aristomenes, that they would now come back and again take 
up their residence as inmates in enfranchised Messene. After this, 
the ground was marked out and the building was begun, under the 
sound of Argeian and Boootian flutes, playing the strains of Pro
nomus and Sakadas. The best masons and architects were invited 
froiii all Greece, to lay out the streets with regularity, as well as 
to ensure a proper distribution and construction of the sacred edi
fices.3 In respect of the fortifications, too, Epaminondas was stu
diously provident. Such was their excellence and solidity, that they 
exhibited matter for admiration even in the after-days of the trav• 
eller Pausanias.4 

From their newly-established city on the hill of IthOme, the 
l\Iessenians enjoyed a territory extending fifteen miles southward 
down to the Messenian Gulf, across a plain, then as well as now, 
the richest and most fertile in Peloponnesus ; while to the east
ward, their territory was conterminous with that of Arcadia and 
the contemporary establishment of Megalopolis. All the newly
appropriated space was land cut off from the Spartan dominion. 
How much was cut off in the direction south-east of Ithome (along 
the north-eastern coast of the l\Iessenian Gulf), we cannot exactly 
say. But it would appear that the Periooki of Tlmria, situated in 
that neighborhood, were converted into an independent community, 

1 Strabo, viii, p. 361 ; Polybius, vii, 11. 
1 Pausan. ix, 14, 2; compare the inscription on the statue of Epaminon• 

das (ix, 15, 4). 
a Pausan .. iv, 27, a. • Pausan. iv, 31, &. 
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and protected by the vicinity of l\fossene.t What is of more im
portance to notice, however, is, - that all the extensive district 
westward and south-westward of Ithome, - all the south-western 
corner of Peloponnesus, from the river Neda southward to Cape 
Akritas, - was now also subtracted from Sparta. At the begin
ning of the Peloponnesian war, the Spartan Brasidas had been in 
garrison near 1\Iethone2 (not far from Cape Akritas); Pylus, 
where the Athenian Demosthenes erected his hostile fort, near 
which the important capture at Sphakteria was effected,- had 
been a maritime point belonging to Sparta, about forty-six miles 
from the city ;3 Aulon (rather farther north, near the river Neda) 
had been at the time of the conspiracy of Kinadon a township of 

· Spartan Perireki, of very doubtful fidelity.4 Now all this wide area, 
from the north-eastern corner of the 1\Iessenian Gulf westward, 
the best half of the Spartan territory, was severed from Sparta to 
become the property of l'erireki and Helots, converted into free
men ; not only sending no_ rent or tribute to Sparta, as before, but 
bitterly hostile to her from the very nature of their tenure. It was 
in the ensuing year that the Arcadian army cut to pieces the Lace- · 
dremonian garrison at Asine,5 killing the Spartan polemarch Gera
nor; and probably about the same time the other Lacedremonian 
garrisons in the south-western peninsula must have been expelled. 
Thus liberated, the Perireki of the region welcomed the new 1\Ies
sene as the guarantee of their independence. Epaminondas, besides 
confirming the independence of 1\Iethone and Asine, re-constituted 
some other towns,6 which under Lace<lmmonian dominion had 
probably been kept unfortified and had dwindled away. 

1 Pausan. iv, 31, 2. 2 Thucyd. ii, 25. 

3 Thucyd. iv, 3. 4 Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 8. 

• Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 25. 
6 Pausan. iv, 27, 4. uv'tiKt~OV cle Kat <LA.A.a rrol.iaµara, etc. Pausanias, fol

lowing the line of coast from the mouth of the river Pamisus in the Mes· 
scnian Gulf, round Cape Akritas to the mouth of the Neda in the Western 
Sea, -enumerates the following towns and places,- Korone, Ko!Onides, 
Asine, the Cape Akritas, the Harbor Phcenikus, MethOne, or Mothone, Py
lus, Aulon (Pausan. iv, 34, 35, 36). The account given by Skylax (Peri· 
plus, c. 46, 4i) of the coast of these regions, appears to me confused and 
unintelligible. He reckons Asine and 1\fothOne 11.'l cities of Laconia; but 
he seems to have conceived these cities 11.'l being in the central southe:rn pro· 
jection of Peloponnesus (whereof Cape Tienarus forms the extremity); and 
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In the spring of 425 B. c., when Demosthenes landed at Pylus, 
Thucydides considers it a valuable acquisition for Athens, and a 
serious injury to Sparta, to have lodged a small garrison of J\Iesse
nians in that insignificant post, as plunderers of Spartan territory 
and instigators of Helots to desertion,' -especially as their dialect 
could not be distinguished from that of the Spartans themselves. 
How prodigious must have been the impression throughout Greece, 
when Epaminondas, by planting the J\Iessenian exiles and others 
on the strong frontier city and position of Ithome, deprived Sparta 
in a short time of all the wide space between that mountain and 
the western sea, enfranchising the Perireki and Helots contained 
in it I We must recollect that the name l\Iessene had been from 
old times applied generally to this region, and that it was never 
bestowed upon any city before the time of Epaminondas. 'When 
therefore the Spartans complained of" the liberation of J\Iessene," 
- "the loss of Messene," - they included in the word, not simply 
the city on l\Iount Ithome, but all this territory besides ; though it 
was not all comprised in the domain of the new city. 

They complained yet, more indignantly, that along with the genu
ine l\Iessenians, now brought back from exile, - a rabble of their 
own emancipated Perireki and Helots had been domiciled on their 
border.2 Herein were included, not only such of these two classes 

JlOt to have conceived at all the south-weslf?T'll projection, whereof Cape Ak· 
ritas forms the extremity. He rccog-nizes Messene, but he pursues the Pa
raplus of the Messenian coast from the mouth of the river Neda to the coast 
of the Messenian Gulf south of Ithome without interruption. Then after 
that, he mentions Asine, ~Iothone, Achilleios Limen, and Psamathus, with 
Cape Trenarns between them. Besides, he introduces in Messenia two dif
ferent cities, - one called Messene, the other called Ithome ; whereas there 
was only one Messcne situated on 1\Iount Ithome. 

I cnnnot agree with Niebuhr, who, resting mainly upon this account of 
Skylax, consitlers that the south-western corner of Peloponnesns remained 
a p01tion of Laconia and belonging to Sparta, long after the establishment 
of the city of l\Iesscne. See the Dissertation of Niebuhr on the age of Sky· 
lax of Karyanda, -in his Kleine Schriften, p. ll9. 

• Thucyd. iv, 3, 42. 
• The Oration (vi,) called Archidamus, by Isokrates, exhibits powerfully 

the Spartan feeling of the time, respecting this abstraction of territory, and 
emancipation of serfa, for the purpose of restoring Messene, s. 30. Kai el 
µ'i:v mi; .;,, uli11-&w, Mecrcr11viovc tcari;yov (the Thebans), i;o[tcovv µi:v av, 
liµtJc d' eilliay=ipwc u11 ek i/µac l.foµapravov • viiv oi: rov, El/i<Jrar: oµ6povr 
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as, having before dwelt in servitude throughout the territory west. 
ward of IthOme, now remained there in a state of freedom - but 
also doubtless a number of others who deserted from other parts 
of Laconia. For as we know that such desertions had been not 
inconsiderable, even when there was no better shelter than the out
lying posts of Pylus and Kythera-so we may be sure that they 
became much more numerous, when the neighboring city of llles
sene was founded under adequate protection, and when there was 
a chance of obtaining, westward of the JUessenian Gulf, free lands 
with a new home. :Moreover, such l'ericeki and Helots as had 
actually joined the invading army of Epaminondas in Laconia, 
would be forced from simple insecurity to quit the country when 
he retired, and would be supplied with fresh residences in the 
newly-enfranchised territory. All these men would pass at once, 
out of a state of peculiarly harsh servitude, into the dignity of free 
and equal Hellens,1 sending again a solemn l\Ie8senian legation or 
Theory to the Olympic festival, after an interval of more than three 
centuries,2-outdoing their former masters in the magnitude of 

i/µZv 1rapa1<arot1<i(ovatv, Ciare µ1/ rovr' elva1 ;ra~.errcJrarov, el ri/t; ;r1:ipat; are
p11116µdfa 1rapa TO tJ[1<alOV, UAA' el TOlJ> OOVAOVt; ~µETEpOVt; t1r01/Joµeffa !<VpLoVt; 
aiiri/t; ovrat;. 

Again -s. 101. ~v yap 1rapa1<arour.tuC:,µeffa 7ovt; Ei/.C:,ra>, 1<al r1/v 1rOAW 
TaVTTJV 1rEpllOCJµev avfoffeiaav, rit; OVI< oi&v OTl 1r<LVTa TOV f3iov ev rapa;rai:t; 
1<al 1<tvt5iivot{ t5tarel.ovµev ovret;; compare also sections 8 and 102. 

I Isokrates, Orat. vi, (Archidam.) s. 111. 'Aqwv oe 1<al ri)v 'Ol.vµ1r1u&a 
/<at Tclt; al..l..at; aia;rvv'9i;i>at 1rai>11yvpett;, lv alt; e1<aarot; i/µi:iv (Spartans) (TJA<.>· 
TOTEpot; f/v Kat ffavµaarorep0t; TWV a1n1JTWV TWV lv TOit; ayw<It Tut; VtKat; avat• 
povµtv<.>v. Eit; flt; rit; UV U'9eiv rol..µT,aeiev, avrl µev TOV Ttµiiaffat Kara¢po
VTJffl/a6µevor; - frt t5e 1rpilt; TOVTOlt; o1f6µevot; µev TOVt; ol1<erat; 
a 1r 0 Ti/ t; X OJ pat' *t; OL irartpet; i/µi:v 1<aTEAl1rOV c'iirap,tii.t; Kat ffvaiat; µet• 
(ovt; i1µwv '7rOtoVµevov1:, aKova6µevot; cl' av T w T 0 ta v Tait; f3 Aa <I¢ 1/ µ ,_ 
att;;rp<.>µevwv, oZatt;1rep et/CO~ TOVt; ;raAe1rcJrepov TWV al..A<.>V 
II e ,i o v /,. e v" 6 r a f, U foov oe viiv rii.1: avvff~1<at; roit; t5ea1roratt; 1rE1rot11µ€vov~. 

This oration, composed only five or six years after the battle of Leuktra, 
is exceedingly valuable as a testimony of the Spartan feeling under such 
severe humiliations. 

1 The freedom of the MeRseuians had been put down by the first Messe
nian war, after which they became subjects of Sparta. The second Messe
nian war arose from their revolt. 

No free Messenian legation could therefore have visited Olympia since 
the termination of the first war; whkh is placed by Pausanias (iv8 13, 4) in 
723 B. c.; though the date is not t-0 be tmsted. Pausanins (iv, 27. 3) gives 
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their offerings from the same soil, - and requiting them for 
previous ill-usage by words of defiance and insult, instead of that 
universal deference and admiration which a Spartan had hitherto 
been accustomed to look upon as his due. 

The enfranchisement and reorganization of all Western Laco
nia, the renovation of the :Messenian name, the foundation of the 
two new cities (Messene and 1\Iegalopolis) in immediate neighbor
hood and sympathy,-while they completed ihe degradation of 
Sparta, constituted in all respects the most interesting political 
phenomena that Greece had witnessed for many years. To the 
profound mortification of the historian, - he is able to recount no
thing more than the bare facts, with such inferences as these facts 
themselves warrant. Xenophon, under whose eyes all must have 
passed, designedly omits to notice them ;l Pausanias, whom we 

two hundred and eighty-seven years between the end of the second Mes
senian war and the foundation of l\Iessene by Epaminondas. See the 
note of Siebelis on this passage. Exact dates of these early wars can
not be made out. 

1 The partiality towards Sparta, visible even from the beginning of Xeno
phon's history, becomes more and more exaggerated throughout the two lat
ter books wherein he recounts her misfortunes; it is moreover intensified by 
spite against the Thebans and Epaminondas as her conquerors. But there is 
hardly any instance of this feeling, so glaring or so discreditable, as the case 
now before us. In describing the expedition of Epaminondas into Pelopon
nesus in the winter of 3i0-369 B. c., he totally omits the foundation both of 
l\Iessene and Megalopolis; though in the after part of his history, he alludes 
(briefly) both to one and to the other as facts accomplished. He represents 
the Thebans to have come into Arcadia with their magnificent army, for the 
simple purpose of repelling Agesilaus and the Spartans, and to have been 
desirous of returning to 'Bceotia, as soon as it was ascertained that the lat
ter had already returned to Sparta (vi, 5, 23). Nor does he once mention 
the name of Epaminondas as general of the Thebans in the expedition, any 
more than he mentions him at Leuktra. 

Considering the momentous and striking character of these facts, and the 
eminence of the Theban general by whom they were achieYed, such si
lence on the part of an historian, who professes to recount the events of 
the time, is an inexcusable dereliction of his duty to state the whole truth. 
It is plain that Messene and Megalopolis wonnded to the quick the philo
Spartan sentiment of Xenophon. They stood as permanent evidences of 
the degradation of Sparta, even after the hostile armies had withdrawn 
from Laconia. He prefers to ignore them altogether. Yet he can find 
space to ~ecount, with disproportionate prolixity, the two applications of. 
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have to thank for most of what we know, is prompted by his re
ligious imagination to relate many divine signs and warnings, but 
little matter of actual occurrence. Details are altogether withheld 
from us. We know neither how long a time was occupied in the 
building of the two cities, nor who furnished the cost; though both 
the one and the other must have been considerable. Of the thou
sand new arrangements, incident to the winding up of many small 
townships, and the· commencement of two large cities, we are una
ble to render any account. Yet there is no point of time wherein 
social phenomena are either so interesting or so instructive. In 
describing societies already established and ancient, we find the 
force of traditional routine almost omnipotent in its influence both 
on men's actions and on their feelings ; bad as well as good is pre
served in one concrete, since the dead weight of the past stifles all 
constructive intelligence, and leaves little room even for improving 
aspirations. But the forty small communities which coalesced into 
Megalopolis, and the l\Iessenians and other settlers who came for 
the first time together on the hill oflthOme, were in a state in which 
new exigencies of every kind pressed for immediate satisfaction. 
There was no file to afford a precedent, nor any resource left 
except to submit all the problems to discussion by those whose 
character and judgment was most esteemed. "Whether the prob
lems were well- or ill-solved, there must have been now a genuine 
and earnest attempt to strike out as good a solution as the lights 
of the time and place permitted, with a certain latitude for conflict
ing views. Arrangements must have been made for the apportion
ment of houses and lands among the citizens, by purchase, or grant, 
or both ·together; for the political and judicial constitution ; for 
religious and recreative ceremonies, for military defence, for mar
kets, for the security and transmission of property, etc. All these 
and many other social wants of a nascent community must now 
have been provided for, and it would have been highly interesting 
to know how. Unhappily the means are denied to us. We can 
record little more than the bare fact that these two youngest mem
bers of the Hellenic brotherhood of cities were born at the same 
time, and under the auspices of the same presiding genius, Epami

the Spartans to Athens for aid, with the favorable reception which they ob
tained, - also the exploits of the Phliasians in their devoted attachment to 
Sparta. 
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nondas; destined to sustain each other in neighborly sympathy 
and in repelling all common danger from the attacks of Sparta; 
a purpose, which, even two centuries afterwards, remained engraven 
on the mind of a J\Iegalopolitan patriot like Polybius.l 

J\Iegalopolis was intended not merely as a great city in itself, 
but as the centre of the new confederacy; which appears to have 
comprised all Arcadia, except Orchomenus and Herrea. It was 
enacted that a Rynod or assembly, from all the separate members 
of the Arcadian name, and in which probably every Arcadian 
citizen from the constituent communities had the right of attend
ing, should be periodically convoked there. This assembly was 
called the Ten Thousand, or the Great Number. A body of Arca
dian troops, called the Epariti, destined to uphold the federation, 
and receiving pay when on service, was also provided. Assess
ments were levied upon each city for their support, and a Pan
Arcadian general (probably also other officers) was named. The 
Ten Thousand, on behalf of all Arcadia, received foreign envoys, 
- concluded war, or peace, or alliance, - and tried all officers or 
other Arcadians brought before them on accusations of public mis
conduct.2 The great Athenian orators, Kallistratus, Demosthenes, 
.lEschines, on various occasions pleaded before it.3 ·what were its 
times of meeting, we are unable to say. It contributed seriously, 
for a certain time, to sustain a Pan-Arcadian communion of action 
and sentiment which had never before existed ;4 and to prevent, or 
soften, those dissensions which had always a tendency to break out 
among the separate Arcadian cities. The patriotic enthusiasm, 
however, out of which J\Iegalopolis had first arisen, gradually be
came enfeebled. The city never attained that preeminence or 
power which its founders contemplated,"and which had caused the 
city to be laid out on a scale too large for the population actually 
inhabiting it.s 

• See a striking passage in Polybius, iv, 32. Compare also Pausan, v, 
29, 3; and viii, 27, 2. 

• Xenoph. Hellen. vii, I, 38; vii, 4, 2, 33, 34; vii, 3, l. 
3 Demosthen. Fals. Legat. p. 344, s. ll, p. 403, s. 220; .lEschines, Fals. 

Leg. p. 296, c. 49; Corne!. Ncpos. Epamin. c. 6, 
• Xcnoph. Hellen. vii, I, 38; vii, 4, 33; Diodor. xv, 59; Aristotle -'Ap· 

iruo(Jv IIol.tTtia - ap. Harpokration, v, Mvptot, p. 106, ed. Neumann. 
• Polybius, ii, 55. 
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Not only was t11e portion of Laconia west of the Messenian Gulf 
now rendered independent of Sparta, but also much of the territory 
which lies north of Sparta, between that city and Arcadia. Thus 
the Skiritre (hardy mountaineers of Arcadian race, heretofore de
pendent upon Sparta, and constituting a valuable contingent to her 
armies),1 with their territory forming the northern frontier of La
conia towards Arcadia, became from this time irn.lependent of and 
hostile to Sparta.2 The same is the case even with a place much 
nearer to Sparta,- Sellasia; though this latter was retaken by 
the Lacedremonians four or five years afterwards.3 

Eparninondas remained about four months beyond the legal du
ration of his command in Arcadia and Laconia.4 The sufferings 
of a severe mid-winter were greatly mitigated to his soldiers by 
the Arcadians, who, full of devoted friendship, pressed upon them 
an excess of hospitality which he could not permit consistently 
with his military duties.5 He stayed long enough to settle all the 
preliminary debates and difficulties, and to put in train of serious 
execution the establishment of 1\Iessene and )fcgalopolis. For the 
completion of a work thus comprehensive, which changed the face 
and character of Peloponnesus, much time was of course necessary. 
Accordingly, a Theban division under Pamenes was left to repel 
all obstruction from Sparta ;6 while Tegea also, from this time for

1 Thucyd. v, 66. 2 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 21. 
3 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 12; Diodor. xv, 64. 
4 The exact number of eighty-fh·e days, given by Diodorus (xv, 67), 

seems to show that he had copied literally from Ephorus or some other 
older author. 

Plutarch, in one place (Agcsil. c. 32), mentions" three entire months," 
which differs little from eighty-Ii ve days. Ile expresses himself as if Epa
minondas spent all this time in ravaging Laconia. Yet again, in the 
Apophth. Reg. p. 194 B. (compare .iElian, V. II. xiii, 42), and in the life of 
Pelopidas ( c. 25 ). Plutarch states, that Epaminondas and his colleagues held 
the command four whole months oYcr and aboYe the legal time, being en
gaged in their operations in Laconia and ;\Icssenia. This seems to me the 
more probable interpretation of the case; for the operations seem too large 
to hu,-e been accomplished in either three or four month~. 

6 See a remarkable passage in l'lutarch-An Seni sit gerencla Respub
lica (c. 8, p. 788 A.). 

6 Pausan. viii, 27, 2. Pammenes is said to have been an earnest friend 
of Epaminonclas, but of older political standing; to whom Epaminondas 
partly owed his rise (Plutarch, Reip. Ger. l'rreccp. p. 805 F.). 



234 IDSTORY OF GREECE. 

ward, for some years, was occupied as a post by a Theban harmost 
and garrison.I 

Meanwhile the Athenians were profoundly affected by these 
proceedings of Epaminondas in Peloponnesus. The accumulation 
of force against Sparta was so powerful, that under a chief like him, 
it seemed sufficient to crush her ; and though the Athenians were 
now neutral in the contest, such a prospect was not at all agreeable 
to them,2 involving the aggrandizement of Thebes to a point incon
sistent with their security. It was in the midst of the successes of 
Epaminondas that envoys came to Athens from Sparta, Corinth, 
and Phlius, to entreat her aid. The message was one not merely 
humiliating to the Lacedremonians, who had never previously sent 
the like request to any Grecian city, - but also difficult to handle 
in reference to Athens. History showed abundant acts of jealousy 
and hostility, little either of good feeling or consentient interest, on 
the part of the Laced[Bmonians towards her. What little was to be 
found, the envoys dexterously brought forward; going back to the 
dethronement of the Peisistratids from Athens by Spartan help, 
the glorious expulsion of Xerxes from Greece by the joint efforts 
of both cities, - and the auxiliaries sent by Athens into Laconia 
in 465 B. c., to assist the Spartans against the revolted Messenians 

Pausanias places the foundation of :Megalopolis in the same Olympic 
year as the hattle of Lcuktrn, and a few months after that battle, during the 
archonship of Phrasiklcides at Athens; that is, between l\Ii<lsnmmer 371 
and l\Iidsummcr 3i0 n. c. (Pausan. viii, 27, 6 ). He places the foundation 
of Messene in the next Olympic year, under the arehonship of Dyskiuetus 
at Athens; that is, between Midsummer 370 and Mid,;ummcr 369 B. c. (iv, 
27, 5). 

The foundation of Megalopolis would probably he nndcr~tood to date 
from the initial determination taken by the asscml>led Arcadians, soon nfter 
the revolution at Tcgea, to found a Pan-Arcadian city and federative league. 
This was probably taken before l\Iidsu'iumer 370 n. c., and the date of Pau
sanias would thus he correct. 

The foundation of l\Iessene would doubtless take its rora from the expe
dition of Epaminondas,- between November and l\1arch 370-369 n. c.; 
which would be during the archonship of Dyskinetus at Athens, as I'ausa
nias affirms. 

What length of time was required to complete the erection and estab
lishment of either city, we are not informed. 

Diodorus places the foundation of :Megalopolis in 368 B. c. (xv. 72). 
1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 36. 1 Isokrates (Archid~mus), Or. vi, s. 129. 
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on Mount Ithome. In these times (be reminded the Athenian as
sembly) Thebes had betrayed the Hellenic cause by joining Xerxes, 
and had been an object of common hatred to both. l\loreover the 
maritime forces of Greece had been arrayed under Athens in the 
Confederacy of Delos, with full sanction and recommendation from 
Sparta; while the head~hip of the latter by land had in like man
ner been accepted by the Athenians. He called on the assembly, 
in the name of these former glories, to concur with Sparta in for
getting all the deplorable hostilities which had since intervened, 
and to afford to her a generous relief against the old common ene
my. The Thebans might even now be decimated (according to the 
vow said to have been taken after the repulse of Xerxes), in spite 
of their present menacing ascendency, - if Athens and Sparta 
could be brought heartily to cooperate; and might be dealt with 
as Thebes herself had wished to deal with Athens after the Pelo
ponnesian war, when Sparta refused to concur in pronouncing the 
sentence of utter ruin.I 

This appeal from Sparta was earnestly seconded by the envoys 
from Corinth and Phlius. The Corinthian speaker contended, that 
Epaminondas and his army, passing through the territory of Cor
inth and inflicting damage upon it in their passage into Pelopon
nesus, had committed a glaring violation of the general peace, 
sworn in 371 B. c., first at Sparta and afterwards at Athens, guar
anteeing universal autonomy to every Grecian city. The envoy 
from PhliuR, -while complimenting Athens on the proud position 
which she now hekl, having the fate of Sparta in her hands, 
dwelt on the meed of honor which she would earn in Greece, if she 
now generously interfered to rescue her ancient rival, forgetting 
past injuries and remembering only past benefits. In adopting such 
policy, too, she would act in accordance with her own true inter
ests; since, should Sparta be crushed, the Thebans would become 
undisputed heads of Greece, and more forrriidable still to Athens.II 

It was not among the least marks of the prostration of .Sparta, 
that she should be compelled to send such an embassy to Athens, 
and to entreat an amnesty for so many untoward realities during 
the past. The contrast is indeed striking, when we set her present 
language against that which she had held respecting Athens, be
fore and through the Peloponnesian war. 

11 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 34, 35. Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 38--48. 

http:Athens.II
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At first, her envoys were heard with doubtful favor; the senti
ment of the assembly being apparently rath"er against than for them. 
"Such language from the Spartans (murmured the assembled citi-: 
zens) is intelligible enough during their present distress ; but so 
long as they were in good circumstances, we received nothing 
but ill-usage from them."J Nor was the complaint of the Spartans, 
that the invasion of Laconia was contrary to the sworn peace 
guaranteeing universal autonomy, admitted without opposition. 
Some said that the Lacedremonians had drawn the invasion upon 
themselves, by their previous inteiference with Tegea and in Ar
cadia; and that the intervention of the l\fantineans at Tegea had 
been justifiable, since Stasippus and the philo-Laconian party in 
that city had been the first to begin unjust violence. On the other 
hand, the appeal made by the envoys to the congress of Pelopon
nesian allies held in 404 B. c., after the surrender of Athens, 
when the Theban deputy had proposed that Athens should be 
totally destroyed, while the Spartans had strenuously protested 
against so cruel a sentence - made a powerful impression on the 
assembly, and contributed more than anything else to determine 
them in favor of the proposition.2 "As Athens was then, so Sparta 
is now, on the brink of ruin, from the fiat of the same enemy: 
Athens was then rescued by Sparta, and shall she now leave the 
rescue unrequited?" Such was the broad and simple issue which 
told upon the feelings of the assembled Athenians, disposing them 
to listen with increasing favor both to the envoys from Corinth 
and Phlius, and to their own speakers on the same side. 

To rescue Sparta, in<leed, was prudent as well as generous. A 
counterpoise would th"Us be maintained against the excessive ag
grandizement of Thebes, which at this moment doubtless caused 
serious alarm and jealousy to the Athenians. And thus, after the 
first ebullition of resentment against Sparta, naturally suggested by 

· the history of the past, the philo-Spartan view of the situation 
gradually became more and more predominant in the assembly. 
Kallistratus3 the orator spoke eloquently in support of the Lace

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 35. Ol µivrot 'A{}l'jvalot ov rravv Mi~avro, ci;\.;\.d 
fJpovt; Tlt; TOtoVTOt; O'ti):\.{}ev, t:!t; VVV µev ravra :\.iyotev • ore oe ev f:rrparrov, 
lrri1wvro ~µiv. 

I Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 35. Mey1uro11 oe TWll ;\.q{}§vrr.iv rrapa Aa1ceoatµov[r.i11 
ioo1Ce1 e1va1, etc. 

1 Demosthenes cont. Nerer. p. 1353. 

http:q{}�vrr.iv
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dremonians; while the adverse speakers were badly listened to, as 
pleading in favor of Thebes, whom no one wished to aggrandize 
farther. A vote, decisive and enthusiastic, was passed for assisting 
the Spartans with the full force of Athens ; under the command 
of Iphikrates, then residing as a private citizen! at Athens, since 
the peace of the preceding year, which had caused him to be re
called from Korkyra. 

As soon as the sacrifices, offered in contemplation of this enter
prise were announced to be favorable, Iphikrates made proclama
tion that the citizens destined for service should equip themselves 
and muster in arms in the grove of Akademus (outside the gates), 
there to take their evening meal, and to march the next morning 
at daybreak. Such was the general ardor, that many citizens went 
forth from the gates even in ad>ance of Iphikrates himself; and 
the total force which followed him is said to have been twelve thou
sand men, - not named under conscription by the general, but 
volunteers.2 He first marched to Corinth, where he halted some 
days ; much to the discontent of his soldiers, who were impatient 
to accomplish their project of carrying rescue to Sparta. But Iphi
krates was well aware that all beyond Corinth was hostile ground, 
and that he had formidable enemies to deal w1th. After having 
established his position at Corinth, and obtained information re
garding the enemy, he marched into Arcadia, and there made war 
without any important result. Epaminondas and his army had quit
ted Laconia, while many of the Arcadians and Eleians had gone 
home with the plunder acquired; so that Sparta was, for the time, 
out of danger. Impelled in part by the recent manifestation of 
Athens,3 the Theban general himself soon commenced his march 
of return into Bmotia, in which it was necessary for him to pass 
the line of 1\Iount Oneium between Corinth and Kenchrere. This 
line was composed of difficult ground, and afforded good means of 
resistance to the passage of an army ; nevertheless Iphikrates, 
though he occupied its two extremities, did not attempt directly to 

Xenokleides, a poet, spoke in opposition to the vote for supporting Spar
ta (ih.). 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 49; Dionys. linl. Jutlic. de Lysia, p. 4i9. 
• This number is stttted by Diodoru.s (xv, 63). 
• To this extent we may believe what is said by Cornelius Nepos (Iphi

crates, c. 2.) 
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bar the passage of the Thebans. He contented himself with send
ing out from Corinth all his cavalry, both Athenian and Corinthian, 
to harass them in their march. But Epaminondas beat them back 
with some loss, and pursued them to the gates of Corinth. Excited 
by this spectacle, the Athenian main body within the town were 
eager to march out and engage in general battle. Their ardor was 
however repressed by Iphikrates; who, refusing to go forth, suf
fered the Thebans to continue their retreat unmolested.I 

1 The account here given in the text coincides as to the matter of fact 
with Xenophon, as well as with Plutarch; and also (in my belief) with 
Pausanias (Xen. Hell. vi, 5, 51 ; Plutarch, Pelop. c. 24; Pausan. ix, 14, 3 ). 

But though I accept the facts of Xenophon, I cannot accept either his 
suppositions as to the purpose, or his criticisms on the conduct, of Iphi
k.rates. Other modern critics appear to me not to have sufficiently distin
guished Xenophon's facts from his suppositions. 

Iphikrates (says Xenophon), while attempting to guard the line of Mount 
Oneium, in order that the Thebans might not be able to reach Bceotia, 
left the excellent road adjoining to Kcnchrere unguarded. Then,-wish
ing to inform himself, whether the Thebans had as yet passed the Mount 
Oneinm, he sent out as scouts all the Athenian and all the Corinthian cav
alry. Now (observes Xenophon} a few scouts can see and report as well as 
a great nurn ber; while the great number find it more difficult to get back 
in safety. By this foolish conduct of Iphikrates, in sending out so large a 
body, several horsemen were lost in the retreat; which would not have 
happened if he had only sent out a few. 

The criticism here made hy Xenophon appears unfounded. It is plain, 
from the facts which he himself states, that Iphikrates never intended to 
bar the passage of the Thebans; and that he sent out his whole body of 
cavalry, not simply as scouts, but to harass the enemy on ground which he 
thought advantageous for the purpose. That so able a commander as Iphi
k.rates should have been guilty of the gross blunders with which Xenophon 
here reproaches him, is in a high degree improbable; it seems to me more 
probable that Xenophon has misconceived his real purpose. ·why indeed 
should Iphikrates wish to expose the whole Athenian army in a murderous 
conflict for the purpose of preventing the homeward march of the Thebans 1 
His mission was, to rescue Sparta; but Sparta was now no longer in dan
ger; and it was for the advantage of Athens that the Thebans should go 
back to Bmotia, rather than remain in Peloponnesus. That he should con
tent himself with harassing the Thebans, instead of barring their retreat 
directly, is 11 policy which we should expect from him. 

There is another circumstance in this retreat which has excited discussion 
among the commentators, and on which I dissent from their views~ It is 
e<>nnected with the statement of Pausanias, who says, -·g, 7rpoi·wv r<;i urpa
TY,I (Epaminondas) Kara Atxawv lyivero, Ka' OLe~tivaL Ti/t; Moii Ta urtva Ka~ 
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On returning to Thebes, Epaminondas with Pelopidas and the 
other Breotarchs, resigned the command. They had already 

dvu{Jam eµeiiiiev, 'l¢tKpUT1)<; 0 Ttµot9iov 'lrtATUUTa£' 1<a2 UAA1)V 'A'911vaiwv 
fxc.Jv dvvaµtv, l'lrqetpel TOl<; 071,3aioir. 'Erraµtvwvoar oe TOVf hrt-&eµivov<; 
rpitrerat, 1<a2 1rp0£' abro a¢t1<6µevor 'A'91)vaiwv TO uurv, Git; 
E'lrtfdvat µaxovµivovr TOV£' •A'91)vaiov<; f/CWAVEV 'l¢t1<par1)£', 0 &i: ab'9tr er Tlt<; 
eij{Jar arrijiiavve. 

In this statement there are some inaccuracies, as that of calling Iphikra· 
tes "son of Timotheus; " and speaking of Leclu;eum, where Pausanias 
ought to have named Kenchrere. For Epaminondas could not have passed 
Corinth on the side of Lechreum, since the Long 'Valls, reaching from one 
to the other, would prevent him; moreover, the "rugged ground" was he· 
tween Corinth and Kenchrere, not between Corinth and Lechreum. 

But the words which occasion most perplexity are those which follow: 
"Epaminondas repulses the assailants, and having come to the city itself of 
the Athenians, when Iphikrates forbade the Athenians to come out and fight, 
he (Epaminondas) again marched away to Thebes." 

What are we to understand by the city of the Athenians 1 The natural 
sense of the word is certainly Athens; and so most of the commentators 
relate. But when the battle was fought between Corinth and Kenchrere, 
can we reasonably believe that Epaminondas pursued the fugitives to Athens 
-through the city of Megara, which lay in the way, and which seems 
then (Diodor. xv, 68) to have been allied with Athens~ The station of 
Iphikrates was Corinth; from thence he had marched out, -and thither his 
cavalry, when repulsed, would go back, as the nearest shelter. 

Dr. Thirlwall (Hist. Greece, vol. v, ch. 39, p. 141) understands Pausanias 
to mean, that Iphikrates retired with his defeated cavalry to Corinth,
that Epaminondas then marched straight on to Athens,- and that Iphi· 
krates followed him. "Possibly (he says) the only mistake in this state· 
ment is, that it represents the presence of Iphikrates, instead of his absence, 
es the cause which prevented the Athenians from fighting. According to 
Xenophon, Iphikrates must have been in the rear of Epaminondas." 

I cannot think that we obtain this from the words of Xenophon. Neither 
he nor Plutarch countenance the idea that Epaminondas marched to the 
walls of Athens, which supposition is derived solely from the words of 
Pausanias. Xenophon and Plutarch intimate only that Iphikrates inter· 
posed some opposition, and not very effective opposition, near Corinth, to 
the retreating march of Epaminondas, from Peloponnesus into Bceotia. 

That Epaminondas should have marched to Athens at all, under the cir· 
cnmstances of the case, when he was returning to Boootia, appears to me 
in itself improbable, and to be rendered still more improbable by the silence 
of Xenophon. Nor is it indispensable to put this construction everi upon 
Pausanias; who may surely have meant by the words - rrpil~ avril 'A'971va£
wv TO uuro, -not Athens, but the city the11 occupied by the Athe11ians engaged, 
- that is, Corinth. The city of the Athenians, in reference to this battle, was 

1 
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retained it for four months longer than the legal expiration of 
their term. Although, by the constitutional law of Thebes, any 
general who retained his functions longer than the period fixed by 
law was pronounced worthy of death, yet Epaminondas, while 
employed in his great projects for humiliating Sparta and found
ing the two hostile cities on her border, had taken upon himself 
to brave this illegality, persuading all his colleagues to concur 
with him. On resigning the command, all of them had to undergo 
that trial of accountability which awaited every retiring magis
trate, as a matter of course, - but which, in the present case, was 
required on special ground, since all had committed an act noto
riously punishable as well as of dangerous precedent. Epami
nondas undertook the duty of defending his colleagues as well as 
himself: That he as well as Pelopidas had political enemies, 
likely to avail themselves of any fair pretext for accusing him, 
is not to be doubted. But we may well doubt, whether on the 
present occasion any of these enemies actually came forward to 
propose that the penalty legally incurred should be inflicted; not 
merely because this proposition, in the face of a victorious army, 
returning elate with their achievements and proud of their com
manders, was full of danger to the mover himself,- but also for 
another reason, - because Epaminondas would hardly be impru
dent enough to wait for the case to be stated by his enemies. 
Knowing that the illegality committed was flagrant and of haz
ardous example, - having also the reputation of his colleagues as 
well as his own to protect, - he would forestall accusation by com
ing forward himself to explain and justify the proceeding. He 
set forth the glorious results of the expedition just finished ; the 

Corinth ; it was the city out of which the troops of Iphikrates had just 
marched, and to which, on heing defeated, they naturally retired for safety, 
pursued by Epaminondas to the gates. The statement of Pausanias, 
that Iphikrates would not let the Athenians in the town (Corinth) go out 
to fight, - then follows naturally. Epaminondas, finding that they would 
not come out, drew back his troops, and resumed his march to Thebes. 

The stratagem of Iphikratcs noticed by l'olyrenus (iii, 9, 29), can hardly 
he the. same incident as this mentioned by Pausanias. It purports to be a 
nocturnal surprise planned by the Thebans against Athens ; which certainly 
must be quite different (if it be in itself a reality) from this march of Epa. 
minondas. And the stratagem ascribed by Polyamus to Iphikrates is of a 
strange and highly improbable character. 
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invasion and devastation of Laconia, hitherto unvisited by any 
enemy,-the confinement of the Spartans within their walls,-the 
liberation of all \Vestern Laconia, and the establishment of Mes
sene as a city,-the constitution of a strong new Arcadian city, 
forming, with Tegea on one flank and JUessene on the other, a line 
of defence on the Spartan frontier, so as to ensure the permanent 
depression of the great enemy of Thebes, - the emancipation of 
Greece generally, from Spartan ascendency, now consummated. 

Such justification,-whether delivered in reply to a substantive 
accuser, or (which is more probable) tendered spontaneously by 
Epaminondas himself,- was not merely satisfactory, but trium
phant. He and the other generals were acquitted by acclama
tion ; without even going through the formality of collecting the 
votes.I And it appears that both Epaminondas and Pelopidas 
were immediately reappointed among the Breotarchs of the year.ll 

1 Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. 25; Plutarch, Apophthegm. p. 194 B.; Pausan. 
ix, 14, 4; Cornelius Nepos, Epaminond. c. 7, 8; JE!ian, V. H. xiii, 42. 

Pausanias states the fact plainly and clearly; the others, especially Ne
pos and JElian, though agreeing in the main fact, surround it with colors 
exaggerated and false. They represent Epaminondas as in danger of being 
put to death by ungrateful and malignant follow-citizens; Cornelius Nepos 
puts into his mouth a justificatory speech.of extreme insolence (compare 
.Arist. Or. xlvi, 1rEpl roii 1raparfr!Hyµarnr-p. 385 Jebb.; p. 520 Dindorf.); 
which, had it been really made, would have tended more than anything else 
to set the public against him,-and which is moreover quite foreign to the 
character of Epaminondas. To carry the exaggeration still farther, Plu
tarch (De Vitioso-Pudore, p. 540 E.) describes l'elopidas as trembling and 
begging for his life. 

Epaminondas had committed a grave illegality, which could not be 
passed over without notice in his trial of accountability. But he had a 
good justification. It was necessary that he should put in the justification; 
when put in, it passed triumphantly. What more could be required~ The 
facts, when fairly stated, will not serve as an illustration of the alleged in
gratitude of the people towards great men. 

2 Diodorus (xv, 81) states that Pelopidas was Bceotarch without interrup
tion, annually reappointed, from the revolution of Thebes down to his de
cease. Plutarch also (Pelopid. c. 34) affirms that when Pelopidas died, he 
was in the thirteenth year of his appointment; which may be understood 
as the same assertion in other words. 'Vhether Epaminondas was rechosen, 
does not appear. 

Sievers denies the reappointment al! well of Pelopidas as of Epaminon
das. But I do not see upon what grounds; for, in my judgment, Epami
nondas appears again as commander in Peloponnesus during this same year 

VOL. X. 11 16oc. 
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CHAPTER LXXIX. 

FRO::ll THE l.<'OU:l\DATION OF MESSENE AND MEGALOPOLIS TO 
THE DEATH 01<' PELOPIDAS. 

PRODIGIOUS was the change operated throughout the Grecian 
world during the eighteen months between June 371 B. c. (when 
the general peace, including all except Thebes, was sworn at 
Sparta, twenty days before the battle of Leuktra), and the spring 
of 369 B. c., when the Thebans, after a victorious expedition into 
Peloponnesus, were reconducted home by Epaminondas. 

How that change worked in Peloponnesus, amounting to a par
tial reconstitution of the peninsula, has been sketched in the pre
ceding chapter. Among most of the cities and districts hitherto 
dependent allies of Sparta, the local oligarchies, whereby Spartan 
influence had been maintained, were overthrown, not without 
harsh and violent reaction. Laconia had been invaded and laid 
wa8te, while the Spartans were obliged to content themselve!l with 
guarding their central hearth and their families from assault. The 
western and best half of Laconia had been wrested from them ; 
Messene had been constituted as a free city on their frontier ; a 
large proportion of their Perireki and Helots had been converted 
into independent Greeks bitterly hostile to them; moreover the 
Arcadian population had been emancipated from their depend
ence, and organized into self-acting jealous neighbors in the new 
city of Megalopolis, as well as in Tegea and 1\Iantinea. The 
once phil~Laconian Tegea was now among the chief enemies of 
Sparta; -and the Skiritre, so long numbered as the bravest of the 
auxiliary troops of the latter, were now identified in sentiment 
with Arcadians and Thebans against her. 

Out of Peloponnesus, the change wrought had also been con
siderable; partly, in the circumstances of Thessaly and :Mace
donia, partly in the position and policy of Athens. 

(369 B. c.) Sievers holds Epaminonclaa to have commanded without being 
Breotarch; but no reason is produced for this (Sievers, Gcschicht. Griech. 
bis zur S_chlacht von Mantinea, p. 277). 
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At the moment of the battle of Leuktra (July, 371. B. c.) 
Jason was tagus of Thessaly, and Amynta.s king of l\Iacedonia. 
Amynta.s was dependent on, if not tributary to, Jason, whose 
dominion, military force, and revenue, combined with extraordi
nary personal energy and ability, rendered him decidedly the first 
potentate in Greece, and whose aspirations were known to be un
bounded; so that he inspired more or less alarm everywhere, espe
cially to weaker neighbors like the l\Iacedonian prince. Through
out a reign of twenty-three years, full of trouble and peril, Amyn
ta.s had cultivated the friendship both of Sparta and of Athens,L 
especially the former. It was by Spartan aid only that he had 
been enabled to prevail over the Olynthian confederacy, which 
would otherwise have proved an overmatch for him. At the time 
when Sparta aided him to crush that promising and liberal con
federacy, she was at the maximum of her power (382-379 B. c.), , 
holding even Thebes under garrison among her subject allies. 
But the revolution of Thebes, and the war against Thebes and 
Athens (from 378 B. c. downward) had sensibly diminished her 
power on land ; while the newly-organized naval force and mari
time confederacy of the Athenians, had overthrown her empire 
at sea. l\Ioreover, the great power of Jason in Thessaly had so 
grown up (combined with the resistance of the Thebans) as to 
cut off the communication of Sparta with l\Iacedonia, and even 
to forbid her (in 37 4 B. c.) from assisting her faithful ally, the 
Pharsalian Polydamas, against him.2 To Amynta.s, accordingly, 
the friendship of Athens, now again the greatest maritime poten
tate in Greece, had become more important than that of Sparta. 
1Ve know that he tried to conciliate the powerful Athenian gen
erals, Iphikrates and Timotheus. He adopted the former as his 
son; 3 at what exact period, cannot be discovered; but I have 

' JEschines, De Fals. Leg. c. 13, p. 249; Isokrates, Or. v, (Philipp.) s. 
124. ·o yap <rar~p uov (Isokrotes to Philip) <rpil' TU' 'lrOAEl' ravrar (Spar
ta, Athens, Argos, and Thebes), air uot <rapaivi:J <rpouix.uv rilv voiiv, <rpilr 
ci1rUaar olKei<Jf El;re. 

The connection of Amyntas with Thebes could hardly have been con
~ siderable; that with Argos, was based npon a strong legendary and ances

tral sentiment rather than on common political grounds; with Athens, it 
was both political and serious; with Sparta, it was attested by the most es
sential military aid and cooperation. 

1 Xen. Hell~n. vi, I, 17. 3 .lEschines, De Fals. Leg. c.13, p. 249. 
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already st.ated that Iphikrates had married the daughter of Kotys 
king of Thrace, arid had acquired a maritime settlement called 
Drys, on the Thracian coast. In the years 373-372 B. c., we 
find Timotheus also in great favor with Amyntas, testified by a 
valuable present sent to him at Athens; a cargo of timber, the 
best produce of Macedonia.I Amyntas was at this period on the 
best footing with Athens, sent his deputies as a confederate to the 
regular synod there assembled, and was treated with considerable 
favor.2 

The battle of Leuktra (July 371 B. c.) tended to knit more 
closely the connection between Amyntas and the Athenians, who 
were now the auxiliaries most likely to sustain him against the 
ascendency of Jason. It produced at the same time the more 
import.ant effect of stimulating the ambition of Athens in every 
direction. Not only her ancient rival, Sparta, beaten in the field 
and driven from one humiliation to another, was disabled from 
opposing her, and even compelled to solicit her aid, - but new 
rivals, the Thebans, were suddenly lifted into an ascendency 
inspiring her with mingled jealousy and apprehension. Hence 
fresh hopes as well as fresh jealousies conspired to push Athens 
in a career of aspiration such as had never appeared open to her 
since the disasters of 404 B. c. Such enlargement of her views 
was manifested conspicuously by the step taken two or three 
months after the battle of Leuktra (mentioned in my preceding 
chapter),-of causing the peace, which had already been sworn 
at Sparta in the preceding month of June, to be resworn under 
the presidency and guarantee of Athens, by cities binding them
selves mutually to each other as defensive allies of Athens; 3 thus 
silently disenthroning Sparta and taking her place. 

On land, however, Athens had never held, and could hardly ex
pect to hold, anything above the second rank, serving as a bulwark 
against Theban aggrandizement. At sea she already occupied the 
first place, at the head of an extensive confederacy; and it was to 

1 Demosthen. cont. Timothenm, c. 8, p. 1194; Xenoph. llellcn. vi, I, II. 
'JEschincs, De Fals. Leg. c. 13, P· 248. r7iv rrarpt107iv EVVOtaV, Ka2 rar " 

Evtpyeofor u.~ vµeZr vrrqp~aTE ,Aµvvrq,, ri;J 4>tAl1r1rOV rrarpi, etc. 
Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. c. 30, p. 660. ri;v rrarptKTiv tjlt"Aiav avavEoiia· 

,'tat (Philip to the Athenians): compare ibid. c. 29, p 657. 
1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 2. 
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farther maritime aggrandizement that her present chances, as well 
8.s her past traditions, pointed. Such is the new path upon which 
we now find her entering. At the first formation of her new con
federacy, in 378 B. c., she had distinctly renounced all idea of 
resuming the large amount of possessions, public and private, 
which had been snatched from her along with her empire at the 
close of the Peloponnesian war ; and had formally proclaimed that 
no Athenian citizen should for the future possess or cultivate land 
out of Attica-a guarantee against renovation of the previous 
kleruchies or out-possessions. This prudent self-restraint, which 
had contributed so much during the last seven years to raise her 
again into naval preeminence, is now gradually thrown aside, under 
the tempting circumstances of the moment. Henceforward, the 
Athenian maritime force becomes employed for the recovery of lost 
possessions as well as for protection or enlargement of the confed
eracy. The prohibition against kleruchies out of Attica will soon 
appear to be forgotten. Offence is given to the prominent mem
bers of the maritime confederacy ; so that the force of Athens, 
misemployed and broken into fragments, is found twelve or thir
teen years afterwards unable to repel a new aggressor, who starts 
up, alike able and unexpected, in the l\Iacedonian prince Philip, 
son of Amyntas. 

Very different was the position ofAmyntas himself towards Ath
ens, in 371 B. c. He was an unpretending ally, looking for help 
in case of need against Jason, and sending his envoy to the meet
ing at Athens about September or October 371 B. c., when the 
general peace was resworn under Athenian auspices. It was at 
this meeting that Athens seems to have first put forth her new 
maritime pretensions. "While guaranteeing to every Grecian city, 
great and small, the enjoyment of autonomy, she made exception 
of some cities which she claimed as belonging to herself. Among 
these was certainly Amphipolis; probably also the towns in the 
Thracian Chersonesus and Potidrea ; all which we find, a few years 
afterwards, occupied by Athenians.I How much of their lost pos
sessions the Athenians thought it prudent now to reclaim, we can
not distinctly make out. But we know that their aspirations grasped 

1 Demosthen. (Philippic. ii, c. 4, p. 71; De Halonneso. c. 3, p. 79; De 
Rebus Chersones. c. 2, p. 91) ; also Epistol. Philipp. ap. Demosthen. c. 6, 
p. 163. 



246 msTORY OF GREECE. 

much more than Amphipolis ;l and the moment was probably 
thought propitious for making other demands besides. Amyntas 
through his envoy, together with the rest of the assembled envoys, 
recognized without opposition the right of the Athenians to Am
phipolis.2 

Such recognition was not indeed in itself either any loss to Amyn
tas, or any gain to Athens ; for Amphipolis, though bordering on 
his kingdom, had never belonged to him, nor had he any power of 
transferring it. Originally an Athenian colony,a next taken from 

1 Compare the aspirations of Athens, as stated in 391 B. c., when the 
propositions of peace recommended by Andokides were under consideration, 
aspiratfons, which were then regarded as beyond all hope of attainment, 
and imprudent even to talk about (Andokides, De Pace, s. 15). ef>ipe, aA.A.a 
Xe/>p6v11uov Kat TU( lmotKLa( Kat Ta ly1<ri/µarn l<at Ta xpia Zva arro'Aa(lwµev ; 
•A').').' ovre {JautAevr, ovre ol uvµµaxot, uvyxwpoiiutv i/µiv, µeif' WV avTil &el 
'fro'AeµoiiVTa( KTi/<rarr&at. 

1 ..iEschines, De Fals. Leg. c. 14, p. 250. 
'l:vµµaxfor yap Aa1<e&atµoviwv Kat TWV aAAwv 'E').').fJvwv crvveA.'8ofo11r, el, 

liv TOVTWV 'AµfivTa( 0 <I>tt.t11'1rOV ?rar1)p, Kat ?reµ?rwV uvve&pov, Kat Ti/r Ka-&• 
EaVTOV ..P~ef>ov KVpto' liv, l1Ji11¢iuaTO 'Aµef>t1r0AtV Ti]V 'A-&11vaiwv 
.uvvegatpeiv µeTa TWV aA.A.wv 'E').'A~vwv 'A'811vaio1r. Kai 
TOiiro TO Kotvilv &6yµa rwv 'E;\A.fivwv, Kai TOV( 1/i1Jef>tuaµivov,, t K T w v &1/ µ o. 
t1 t w V y paµµ a T WV µapTVpa( ?rapeuxoµ1jV. 

The remarkable event to which JEschines here makes allusion, must have 
taken place either in the congress held at Sparta, in the month preceding 
the battle of Leuktra, where the general peace was sworn, with universal 
autonomy guaranteed, - leaving out only Thebes; or else, at the subse
quent congress held three or four months afterwards at Athens, where a 
peace, on similar conditions generally, was again sworn under the auspices 
of Athens as president. 

My conviction is, that it took place on the latter occasion,-at Athens. 
First, the reference of JEschines to the &11µ6uta ypaµµaTa leads us to con
clude that the affair was transacted in that city; secondly, I do not think 
that the Athenians would have been in any situation to exact such a reserve 
in their favor, prior to the battle of Leuktra; thirdly, the congress at Spar
ta was held, not for the purpose of uvµµaxia or alliance, but for that of ter
minating the war and concluding peace; while the subsequent congress at 
Athens formed the basis of a defensive alliance, to which, either then or 
soon afterwards, Sparta acceded. 

a The pretensions advanced by Philip of Macedon (in his Epistola ad 
Athenienses, ap. Demosthcn. p. 164), that Amphipolis or its locality origi
nally belonged to his ancestor Alexander son of Amyntas, as having ex
pelled the Persians from it, - are unfounded, and contradicted by Thucyd· 
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Athens in 424-423 B. c. by Brasidas, through the improvidence 
of the Athenian officers Eukles and Thucydides, then recolonized 
under Lacedremonian auspices, - it had ever since remained an 
independent city; though Sparta had covenanted to restore it by 
the peace of Nikias ( 421 B. c.), but had never performed her cove
nant. Its unparalleled situation, near to both the bridge and 
mouth of the Strymon, in the midst of a fertile territory, within 
Teach of the mining district of Pangreus, - rendered it a tempting 
prize ; and the right of Athens to it was indisputable ; so far as 
original colonization before the capture by Brasidas, and formal 
treaty of cession by Sparta after the capture, could confer a right. 
But this treaty, not fulfilled at the time, was now fifty years old. 
The repugnance of the Amphipolitan population, which had origi
nally prevented its fulfilment, was strengthened by all the sanction 
of a long prescription ; while the tomb and chapel of Brasidas 
their second founder, consecrated in the agora, served as an im
perishable admonition to repel all pretensions on the part of Ath
ens. Such pretensions, whatever might be the right, were de
plorably impolitic unless Athens was prepared to back them by 
strenuous efforts of men and money; from which we shall find her 
shrinking now as she had done (under the unwise advice of Nikias) 
in 421 B. c., and the years immediately succeeding. In fact, the 
large renovated pretensions of Athens both to Amphipolis and to 
other places on the l\Iacedonian and Chalkidic coast, combined with 
her languor and inertness in military action, - will be found hence
forward among the greatest mischiefs to the general cause of Hel
lenic independence, and among the most effective helps to the well
conducted aggressions of Philip of l\Iacedon. 

ides. At least, if (which is barely possible) Alexander ever did acquire the 
spot, he must have lost it afterwards; for it was occupied by the Edonian 
Thracians, both in 465 B. c., when Athens made her first unsuccessful 
attempt to plant a colony there, - and in 437 :c. c., when she tried again 
with better success under Aguon, and established Amphipolis (Thucyd. iv, 
102). 

The expression of JEschines, that Amyntas in 371 B. c. "gave up or re
ceded from" Amphi polis ( wv &' 'Aµvvrar 1i1rin-T17 - De Fals. Leg. l c.) can 
at most only be construed as referring to rights which he may have claimed, 
since he was never in actual possession of it; though we cannot wonder 
that the orator should use such language in addressing Philip son of Amyn· 
tas, who was really master of the town. 
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Though the claim of Athens to the recovery of a portion of her 
lost transmarine possessions was thus advanced and recognized in 
the congress of autumn 371 B. c., she does not seem to have been 
able to take any immediate steps for prosecuting it. Six months 
afterwards, the state of northern Greece was again completely 
altered by the death, nearly at the same time, of Jason in Thessaly, 
and of Amyntas in l\Iacedonia.l The former was cut off (as has 
been mentioned in the preceding chapter) by assassination, while in 
the plenitude of his vigor; and his great power could not be held 
together by an inferior hand. His two brothers, Polyphron and 
Polydorus, succeeded him in the post of tagus of Thessaly. Po
lyphron, having put to death his brother, enjoyed the dignity for a 
short time; after which he too was slain by a third brother, Alex
ander of Pherre; but not before he had committed gross enormities, 
by killing and banishing many of the most eminent citizens of La
rissa and Pharsalus ; among them the estimable Polydamas.2 The 
Larissrean exiles, many belonging to the great family of the Aleu
adre, took refuge in l\Iacedonia, where Amyntas (having died in 
370 B. c.) had been succeeded in the throne by his youthful son 
Alexander. The latter, being persuaded to invade Thessaly for 
the purpose of restoring them, succeeded in getting possession of 
Larissa and Krannon; both which cities he kept under his own 
garrisons, in spite of unavailing resistance from Polyphron and 
Alexander of Pherre.3 

This Alexander, who succeeded to Jason's despotism in Phera~, 
and to a considerable portion of his military power, was neverthe
less unable to keep together the wbole of it, or to retain Thessaly 
and its circmnjacent tributaries in one united dominion. The Thes
salian cities hostile to him invited assistance, not merely from Alex
ander -0f Macedon, but also from the Thebans ; who despatched 
Pelopidas into the country, seemingly in 369 B. c., soon after the 
return of the army under Epaminondas from its victorious progress 

1 Diodor. xv, 60. 
1 Xenoph. Hellen. vi, 4, 33, 34. 
Diodorus (xv, 61) calls Alexander of Pherre brother of Polydorus; Plu

tarch (Pelopid. c. 29) calls him nephew. Xenophon does not expressly say 
which; but his nan·ative seems to countenance the statement of Diodorus 
rather than that of Plutarch. 

1 Diodor. xv, 61. 
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in Laconia and Arcadia. Pelopidas entered Thessaly at the head 
of an army, and took Larissa with various other cities into Theban 
protection ; apparently under the acquiescence of Alexander of 
.Macedon, with whom he contracted an alliance.I A large portion 
-0f Thessaly thus came under the protection of Thebes in hostility 
to the dynasty of Pherre, and to the brutal tyrant Alexander who 
now ruled in that city. 

Alexander of l'ifacedon found that he had difficulty enough in 
maintaining his own dominion at home, without holding Thessa
lian towns in garrison. He was harassed by intestine dissensions, 
and after a reign of scarcely two years, was assassinated (368 B. 

c.) by some conspirators of Alorus and Pydna, two cities (half 
Macedonian, half Hellenic) near the western coast of the Ther
maic Gulf. Ptolemreus (or Ptolemy) of Alorus is mentioned as 
leader of the enterprise, and Apollophanes of Pydna as one of 
the agents.2 But besides these conspirators, there was also another 
enemy, Pausanias,- a man of the royal lineage and a pretender 
to the throne ; 3 who, having been hitherto in banishment, was 
now returning at the head of a considerable body of Greeks, sup
ported liy numerous partisans in :Macedonia,- and was already 
master of Anthemus, Therme, Strepsa, and other places in or 

1 Diodor. xv, 67. 
The transactions of Macedonia and Thessaly at this period are difficult 

to make out clearly. ·what is stated in the text comes from Diodorus; 
who affirms, however, farther, - that Pelopidas marched into Macedonia, 
and brought back as a hostage to Thebes the youthful Philip, brother of 
Alexander. This latter affirmation is incorrect; we know that Philip was 
in Macedonia, and free, after the death of Alexander. And I believe that 
the march of Pelopidas into Macedonia, with the bringing back of Philip 
as a hostage, took place in the following year 368 n. c. 

Justin also states (vii. 5) erroneously, that Alexander of Macedon gave 
his brother Philip as a hostage, first to the TI!yrians, next to the Thebans. 

1 Demosthen. De Fals. Leg. c. 58, p. 402 ; Diodorus, xv, 71. 
Diodorus makes the mistake of calling this Ptolemy son of Amyntas 

and brother of Perdikkas ; though he at the same time describes him as 
IlroAeµaior 'AAwpirT]r, which description would hardly be applied to one of 
the royal brothers. Moreover, the passage of JEsehines, Fals. Leg. c. 14, 
p. 250, shows that Ptolemy was not son of Amyntas; and Dexippus (ap. 
Syncellum, p. 263) confirms the fact. 

See these points discussed in Mr. Fynes Clinton's Fasti Hellenici, Ap· 
pendix, c. 4. 

3 	 Diodor. xvi, 2. 

11• 
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near the Thermaic Gulf. He was making war both against 
Ptolemy and against the remaining family of Amyntas. Eury
dike, the widow of that prince, was now left with her two 
younger children, Perdikkas, a young man, and Philip, yet a youth. 
She was in the same interest with Ptolemy, the successful conspi
rator against her son Alexander, and there was even a tale which 
represented her as his accomplice in the deed. Ptolemy was 
regent, administering her affairs and those of her minor children, 
against Pausanias.t 

Deserted by many of their most powerful friends, Eurydike 
and Ptolemy would have been forced to yield the country to Pau
sanias, had they not found by accident a foreign auxiliary near at 
hand. The Athenian admiral Iphikrates, with a squadron of 
moderate force, was then on the coast of Macedonia. He had 
been sent thither by his countrymen (369 B. c.) (soon after his 
partial conflict near Corinth with the retreating army of Epami
nondas, on its way from Peloponnesus to Bceotia), for the purpose 
of generally surveying the maritime region of Macedonia and 
Thrace, opening negotiations with parties in the country, and lay
ing his plans for future military operations. At the period when 
Alexander was slain, and when Pausanias was carrying on his 
invasion, Iphikrates happened to be on the Macedonian coast. 
He was there visited by Eurydike with her two sons Perdikkas 
and Philip; the latter seemingly about thirteen or fourteen years 
of age, the former somewhat older. She urgently implored him 

1 JEschines, Fals. Legat. e. 13, 14, p. 249, 250; Justin, vii, 6. 
JEschines mentions Ptolemy as regent, on behalf of Eurydike and her 

younger sons. JEschines also mentions Alexander as having recently died, 
bnt says nothing about his assassination. Nevertheless there is no reason 
to doubt that he was assassinated, which we know both from Demostlienes 
and Diodorns; and assassinated by Ptolemy, which we know from Plu· 
tarch (Pelop. c. 27), Marsyas (ap. Athenreum, xiv, p. 629), and Diodorus. 
Justin states that Eurydike conspired both against her husband Amyntas, 
and against her children, in concert with a paramour. The statements of 
JEschines rather tend to disprove the charge of her having been concerned 
in the death of Amyntas, but to support that of her having been accom· 
plice with Ptolemy in the murder of Alexander. 

Assassination was a fate which frequently befel the Macedonian kings. 
When we come to the history of Olympias, mother of Alexander the 
Great, it will be seen that Macedonian queens were capable of greater 
crimee than those imputed to Eurydik~. 
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to assist the family in their present emergency, reminding him 
that Amyntas had not only throughout his life been a faithful ally 
of Athens, but had also adopted him (Iphikrates) as his son, and 
had thus constituted him brother to the two young princes. Plac
ing Perdikkas in his hands, and causing Philip to embrace his 
knees, she appealed to his generous sympathies, and invoked his 
aid as the only chance of restoration, or even of personal safety, 
to the family. Iphikrates, moved by this affecting supplication, 
declared in her favor, acted so vigorously against Pausanias as to 
expel him from :Macedonia, and secured the sceptre to the family 
of Amyntas ; under Ptolemy of Alorus as regent for the time. 

This striking incident is described by the orator JEschinesl in 
nn oration delivered many years afterwards at Athens. The boy, 
who then clasped the knees of Iphikrates, lived afterwards to 
overthrow the independence, not of Athens alone, but of Greece 
generally. The Athenian general had not been sent to meddle 
in the disputes of succession to the Macedonian crown. Never
theless, looking at the circumstances of the time, his interference 
may really have promised beneficial consequences to Athens; so 
that we have no right to blame him for the unforeseen ruin which 
it was afterwards found to occasion. 

Though the interference of Iphikrates maintained the family of 
Amyntas, and established Ptolemy of Alorus as regent, it did not 
procure to Athens the possession of Amphipolis ; which was not 
in the power of the Macedonian kings to bestow. Amphipolis 
was at· that time a free Greek city, inhabited by a population in 
the main seemingly Chalkidic, and in confederacy with Olynthus.2 
Iphikrates prosecuted his naval operations on the coast of Thrace 
and l\1acedonia for a period of three years (368-365 B. c.). We 
make out very impe1fectly what he achieved. He took into his 
service a general named Charidemus, a native of Oreus in Eu

1 .lEschines, Fals. Leg. c. 13, 14, p. 249, 250; Cornelius Nepos, Iphicrates, 
c. 3. 

• Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 6691 s. 150. 
• • • • µiu{)oi \'l'UAtV avrov (Charidemus) Tole 'OA.vv{)foie, Tole vµeripoie tx

fJpole Kat role exovuiv ,Aµt/>i1l'OAtv Karil. TOVTOV TOV xpovov. 
Demosthenes is here speaking of the time when Timotheus superseded 

Iphikrates in the command, that is, about 365-364 n. c. But we are fairly 
entitled to p1·esume that the same is true of 369 or 368 n. c. 



252 IIlSTORY OF GREECE. 

brea; one of those Condottieri (to use an Italian word familiar 
in the fourteenth century), who, having a band of mercenaries 
under his command, hired himself to the best bidder and to the 
most promising cause. These mercenaries served under Iphi
krates for three years,t until he was dismissed by the Athenians 
from his command and superseded by Timotheus. What successes 
they enabled him to obtain for Athens, is not clear; but it is cer
tain that he did not succeed in taking Amphipolis. He seems to 
have directed one or two attempts against the town by other offi
cers, which proved abortive ; but he got possession of some Am
phipolitan prisoners or hostages,2 which opened a prospect of 
accomplishing the surrender of the town. 

It seems evident, however, in spite of our great dearth of infor
mation, that Iphikrates during his command between 369-365 B. 

c. did not satisfy the expectations of his countrymen. At that 
time, those expectations were large, as testified by sending out 
not only Iphikrates to Macedonia and Thrace, but also Timotheus 
(who had returned from his service with the Persians in 372-371 
n. c.) to Ionia and the Hellespont, in conjunction with Ariobar
zanes the satrap of Phrygia.3 That satrap was in possession of 
Sestos, as well as of various other towns in the Thracian Cher
sonesus, towards which Athenian ambition now tended, according 
to that new turn, towards more special and separate acquisitions 
for Athens, which it had taken since the battle of Leuktra. But 

1 Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 669, s. 149, c. 37. 
2 Demosthen. cont. Aristokr. p. 669, s. 149, c. 37. 
The passage in which the orator alludes to these lwstages of the Amphi· 

politans in the hands of Iphikrates, is unfortunately not fully intelligible 
without farther information. 

( Charidemus) IIpwTov µev Tovr 'Aµ tf> t Tro l..tT i:i v oµ fJ pov r, oil r 'll'ap' 
'Ap7raAOV 'Aa{3i:Jv 'ltf>t1CpC1.T1/r t&e.>ICE tpv'AaTTEtV aiJTfi, 1/J1!t/>L· 
aaµeve.>V vµi:iv tJ!° vµiir 1Coµfoat, Traptde.>ICEV 'Aµtf>tTrOAiTat!°' 1Ca2 TOV µ~ Aa· 
{3elv 'Aµtpfo:o'Aiv, TovT' lµTro&wv 1carfor11. 

Who Harpalus was,-or what is meant by Iphikrates "obtaining (or 
capturing) from him the Amphipolitan hostages "-we cannot determine. 
Possibly IIarpalus may have been commander of a body of Macedonians 
or Thracians acting as auxiliaries to the Amphipolitans, and in this charac· 
ter exacting hostages from them as security. Charidemns, as we see after· 
wards when acting for Kersobleptes, received hostages from the inhabitants 
of Sestos (Demosth. eont. Aristokrat. p. 679, c. 40, s. 177 ). ' 

3 Demosthen. De Rhodior. Libertat. c. 5, p. 193. 
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before we advert to the achievements of Timotheus (366-365 B. 

c.) in these regions, we must notice the main course of political 
conflict in Greece Proper, down to the partial pacification of 
366 B, C. 

Though the Athenians had sent Iphikrates (in the winter of 
370-369 B. c.) to rescue Sparta from the grasp of Epaminondas, 
the terms of a permanent alliance had not yet been settled between 
them ;' envoys from Sparta and her allies visited Athens shortly 
afterwards for that purpose.I All pretensions to exclusive head

• Xen. Hellen. vii, I, I. 
The words riiJ iiurep<,J fre' must denote the year beginning in the spring 

of 369 B. c. On this point I agree with Dr. Thirlwall (Hist. Gr. vol. v, ch. 
40, p. 145 note); differing from him however (p. 146 note), as well as from 
Mr. Clinton, in this, -that I place the second expedition of Epaminondas 
into Peloponnesus (as Sievers places it, p. 278) in 369 B. c.; not in 368 
B.C. 

The narrative of Xenophon carries to my mind conviction that this is 
what he meant to affirm. In the b-eginning of Book VII, he says, rii> d' 
VUTEP't' fret AaKedatµovfov Ka2 TGJV avµµaxwv 1rpfo,Bet, fi;!.&ov avTOKparoper 
'Afr~va(e, {3ovl.waoµwo' Kafr' o,n Ii avµµaxia footro Aaimlaiµoviot~ Ka2 
'A&17vafot,. 

Now the words rii> d' V<JTip<,J fret denote the spring of 369 B. c. 
Xenophon goes on to describe the assembly and the discussion at Athens, 

respecting the terms of alliance. This description occupies, from vii, I, I 
to vii, I, 14, where the final vote and agreement is announced. 

Immediately after this vote, Xenophon goes on to say,- l:.rparevoµivwv 
O' aµrportpwv avrwv Kat TWV avµµaxwv (Lacedremonians, Athenians, and al· 
lies) el, K6ptv&ov, Mo~e Kotvy rpvAaTTetv ril 'Ovewv. Kat fad hropevovro ol 
017{3aiot Kat ol avµµaxoi, 1rapara~U.µevot l¢vl.aTTOV UAAO' UAAo&ev TOV 
'Oveiov. 

I conceive that the decision of the Athenian assembly, - the march of 
the Athenians and Laccdremonians to guard the lines of Oneion, - and 
the march of the Thebans to enter Peloponnesus, - are here placed by 
Xenophon as events in immediate sequence, with no long interval of time 
between them. I see no ground to admit the interval of a year between 
the vote of the assembly and the march of the Thebans; the more so, as 
Epaminondas might reasonably presume that the building of Megalopolis 
and .M:essene, recently begun, would need to be supported by another The
ban army in Peloponnesus during 369 B. c. 

It is indeed contended (and admitted even by Sievers) that Epaminondas 
could not have been reelected Bceotarch in 369 B. c. But in this point I 
do not concur. It appears to me that the issue of the trial at Thebes was 
triumpMnt for him; thus making it more probable,-not less probable,
that he and Pelopidas were reelected Boootarchs immediately. 
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ship on the part of Sparta were now at an end. Amidst abun
dant discussion in the public assembly, all the speakers, Lacedre
monian and others as well as Athenian, unanimously pronounced 
that the headship must be vested jointly and equally in Sparta and 
A.thens ; and the only point in debate was, how such an arrange
ment could be most suitably carried out. It was at first proposed 
that the former should command on land, the latter at sea ; a dis
tribution, which, on first hearing, found favor both as equitable and 
convenient, until an Athenian named Kephisodotus reminded his 
countrymen, that the Lacedremonians had few ships of war, and 
those manned chiefly by Helots; while the land-force of Athens 
consisted of her horsemen and hoplites, the choice citizens of the 
state. Accordingly, on the distribution now pointed out, Athe
nians, in great numbers and of the best quality, would be placed 
under Spartan command ; while few Lacedremonians, and those 
of little dignity, would go under Athenian command ; which 
would be, not equality, but the reverse. Kephisodotus proposed 
that both on land and at sea, the command should alternate 
between A.thens and Sparta, in periods of five days; and his 
amendment was adopted.l 

Though such amendment had the merit of perfect equality 
between the two competitors for headship, it was by no means 
well-calculated for success in joint operations against a general 
like Epaminondas. The allies determined to occupy Corinth as 
a main station, and to guard the line of :Mount Oneium between 
that city and Kenchrere,2 so as to prevent the Thebans from again 
penetrating into Peloponnesus. It is one mark of the depression 
in the fortunes of Sparta, that this very station, now selected for 
the purpose of keeping a Theban invader away from her frontier, 
had been held, during the war from 394-387 B. c., by the Athe
nians and Thebans against herself, to prevent her from breaking 
out of Peloponnesus into Attica and Bceotia. Never since the 
invasion of Xerxes had there been any necessity for defending 
the Isthmus of Corinth against an extra-Peloponnesian assailant. 
But now, even to send a force from Sparta to Corinth, recourse 
must have been had to transport by sea, either across the Argolic 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, l, 10-14. 

2 Xen. Hellen. vii, l, 15, 16; Diodor. xv, 68. 
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Gulf from Prasire to Halieis, or round Cape Skyllreum to the 
Saronic Gulf and Kenchrere; for no Spartan troops could march 
by land across Arcadia or Argos. This difficulty however was 
surmounted, and a large allied force (not less than twenty thou
sand men according to Diodorus),-consisting of Athenians with 
auxiliary mercenaries under Chabrias, Lacedremonians, Pellenians, 
Epidaurians, Megarians, Corinthians, and. all the other allies still 
adhering to Sparta, - was established in defensive position along 
the line of Oneium. 

It was essential for Thebes to reopen communication with her 
Peloponnesian allies. Accordingly Epaminondas, at the head of 
the Thebans and their northern allies, arrived during the same 
summer in front of thi& position, on his march into Peloponnesus. 
His numbers were inferior to those of his assembled enemies, 
whose position prevented him from joining his Arcadian, Argeian, 
and Eleian allies, already assembled in Peloponnesus. After 
having vainly challenged the enemy to come down and fight in 
the plain, Epaminondas laid his plan for attacking the position. 
Moving from his camp a little before daybreak, so as to reach the 
enemy just when the night-guards were retiring, but before the 
general body had yet risen and got under arms,I -he directed an 
assault along the whole line. But his principal effort, at the head 
of the chosen Theban troops, was made against the Lacedremo
nians and Pellenians, who were posted in the most assailable part 
of the line.2 So skilfully was his movement conducted, that he 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 16; Polyrenus, ii, 2, 9. 
This was an hour known to be favorable to sudden assailants, affording 

a considerable chance that the enemy might be off their guard. It was at 
the same hour that the Athenian Thrasybulus surprised the troops of the 
Thirty, near PhylC in Attica (Xen. Hellen. ii, 4, 6). 

2 Xen. Hellen. ib.; Pausanias, ix, 15, 2. 
Pausanias describes the battle_ as having been fought 11:ep? Aixawv; not 

very exact, topographically, since it was on the other side of Corinth, be
tween Corinth and Kenchrere. 

Diodorus (xv, 68) states that the whole space across, from Kenchrere on 
one sea to Lcchreum on the other, was trenched and palisaded by the Athe· 
nians and Spartans. But this cannot be true, because the Long Walls 
were a sufficient defence between Corinth and Lechreum; and even between 
Corinth and Kenchrcre, it is not probable that any such continuous line of 
defence was drawn, though the assailable points were probably thus guard
ed. Xenophon does not mention either trench or palisade. 
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completely succeeded in surprising them. The Lacedremonian 
polemarch, taken unprepared, was driven from his position, and 
forced to retire to another point of the hilly ground. He pres
ently sent to solicit a truce for burying his dead; agreeing to 
abandon the line of Oneium, which had now become indefensible. 
The other parts of the Theban army made no impression by their 
attack, nor were they probably intended to do more than occupy 
attention, while Epaminondas himself vigorously assailed the 
weak point of the position. Yet Xenophon censures the Lace
dremonian polemarch as faint-hearted, for having evacuated the 
whole line as soon as his own position was forced; alleging, that 
he might easily have found another good position on one of the 
neighboring eminences, and might have summoned reinforcements 
from his allies, - and that the Thebans, in spite of their partial 
success, were so embarrassed how to descend on the Peloponne
sian side of Oneium, that they were half disposed to retreat. 
The criticism of Xenophon indicates doubtless an unfavorable 
judgment pronounced by many persons in the army ; the justice 
of which we are not in a condition to appreciate. But whether 
the Lacedremonian commander was to blame or not, Epaminon
das, by his skilful and victorious· attack upon this strong position, 
enhanced his already high military renown.I 

Having joined his Peloponnesian allies, Arcadians, Eleians, 
and Argeians, he was more than a match for the Spartan and 
Athenian force, which appears now to have confined itself to 
Corinth, Lechreum, and Kenchrere. Ile ravaged the territories 
of Epidaurus, Trrezen, and Phlius ; and obtained possession of 
Sikyon a8 well as of Pellene.2 At Sikyon, a vote of the people 
being taken, it was resolved to desert Sparta, to form alliance 
with Thebes, and to admit a Theban harmost and garrison into 
the acropolis; Euphron, a citizen hitherto preponderant in the 
city by means of Sparta and devoted to her interest, now altered 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, l, 14-17 ; Diodor. xv, 68. 
1 ·Xen. Hellen. vii, l, 18; vii, 2, 11 ; Diodor. xv, 69. 
This march against Sikyon seems alluded to by Pausanias (vi, 3, 1); the 

Eleian horse were commanded by Stomius, who slew the enemy's com· 
mander with his own hand. 

The stratagem of the Bceotian Pammenes in attacking the harbor of 
Sikyon (Polyrenus, v, 16, 4) may perhaps belong to this nndertaking. 



SIKYON. -PHLIUS. 257 

his politics and went along with the stronger tide.I We cannot 
doubt also that Epaminondas went into Arcadia to encourage and 
regulate the progress of his two great enterprises, - the fotmda
tion of :M:essene and Megalopolis ; nor does the silence of Xeno
phon on such a matter amount to any disproof. These new 
towns having been commenced less than a year before, cannot 
have been yet finished, and may probably have required the reap
pearance of his victorious army. The little town of Phlius,
situated south of Sikyon and west of Corinth, - which was one 
of the most faithful allies of Sparta, was also in great hazard of 
being captured by the Phliasian exiles. When the Arcadians 
and Eleians were marching through Nemea to join Epaminondas 
at Oneium, these exiles entreated them only to show themselves 
near Phlius; with the assurance that such demonstration would 
suffice to bring about the capture of the town. The exiles then 
stole by night to the foot of the town walls with scaling-ladders, 
and there lay hid, until, as day began to break, the scouts from 
the neighboring hill Trikaranum announced that the allied ene
mies were in sight. "While the attention of the citizens within 
was thus engaged on the other side, the concealed exiles planted 
their ladders, overpowered the few unprepared guards, rind got 
possession of the acropolis. Instead of contenting themselves 
with this position until the allied force came up, they strove also 
to capture the town; but in this they were defeated by the citi
zens, who, by desperate efforts of bravery, repulsed both the in
truders within and the enemy without; thus preserving their 
town.2 The fidelity of the Phliasians to Sparta entailed upon 
them severe hardships through the superiority of their enemies in 
the field, and through perpetual ravage of their teITitory from 
multiplied hostile neighbors (Argos, Arcadia, and Sikyon), who 
had established fortified posts on their borders ; for it was only 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 18, 22, 44; vii, 3, 2-8. 
• Xen. Hellen. vii, 2, 5-9. 
This incident may have happened in 369 n. c., just about the time when 

Epaminondas surprised and broke through the defensive Jines of Mount 
Oneium. In the second chapter of the seventh Book, Xenophon takes up 
the history of Phlius, and carries it on from the winter of 370-369 n. c., 
when Epaminondas invaded Laconia, through 369, 368, 367 n. c. 

VOL. :X. 17oc. 
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on the side of Corinth that the Phliasians had a friendly neighbor 
to afford them the means of purchasing provisions.1 

Amidst general success, the Thebans experienced partial reverses. 
Their march canying them near to Corinth, a party of them had 
the boldness to rush at the gates, and to attempt a surprise of the 
town. But the Athenian Chabrias, then commanding within it, 
disposed his troops so skilfully, and made so good a resistance, that 
he defeated them with loss and reduced them to the necessity of 
asking for the ordinary truce to bury their dead, which were lying 
very near to the walls.'.! This advantage over the victorious The
bans somewhat raised the spirits of the Spartan allies; who were 
still farther encouraged by the anival in Lechreum of a squadron 
from Syracuse, bringing a body of two thousand mercenary Gauls 
and Iberians, with fifty horsemen, as a succor from the despot Dio
nysius. Such foreigners had never before been seen in Pelopon
nesus. Their bravery, and singular nimbleness of movement, 
gave them the advantage in several partial skirmishes, and discon
certed the Thebans. But the Spartans and Athenians were not 
bold enough to hazard a general battle, and the Syracusan detach
ment returned home after no very long stay,a while the Thebans 
also went back to Breotia. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 2, 17. • Xen. Hellen. vii, 1, 19; Diodor. xv, 69. 
3 Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 22; Diodor. xv, 70. 
Diodorus states that these mercenaries had been furnished with pay for 

five months; if this is correct, I presume that we must understand it 118 

comprehending the time of their voyage from Sicily and back to Sicily. 
Nevertheless, the language of Xenophon would not lead us to suppose that 
they remained in Peloponnesus even so long as three months. 

I think it certain howevur that much more must have passed in this cam· 
paign than what Xenophon indicates. Epaminondas would hardly have 
forced the passage of the Oneium for such small objects as we find men· 
tioned in the Ilellenica. 

An Athenian Inscription, extremely defective, yet partially restored and 
published by M. Boeckh (Corp. Inscr. No. 85 a. Addenda to vol. i, p. 897), 
records a vote of the Athenian people and of the synod of Athenian con· 
federates, - praising Dionysius of Syracuse,- and recording him with his 
two sons as benefactors of Athens. It was probably passed somewhere 
near this time; and we know from Demosthenes that the Athenians granted 
the freedom of their city to Dionysius and his descendants (Demosthenes 
ad Philipp. Epistol. p. 161, as well 118 the Epistle of Philip, on which this 
is a comment). The Inscription is too defective to warrant any other in
ferences. 
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One proceeding of Epaminondas during this expedition merits 
especial notice. It was the general practice of the Thebans to put 
to death all the Breotian exiles who fell into their hands as prison
ers, while they released under ransom all other Greek prisoners. 
At the capture of a village named Phrebias in the Sikyonian ter
ritory, Epaminondas took captive a considerable body of Breotian 
exiles. ·with the least possible delay, he let them depart under 
ransom, professing to regard them as belonging to other cities.I 
We find him always. trying to mitigate the rigorous dealing then 
customary towards political opponents. 

Throughout this campaign of 369 B. c., all the Peloponnesian 
allies had acted against Sparta cheerfully under Epaminondas and 
the Thebans. But in the ensuing year the spirit of the Arcadians 
had been so raised, by the formation of the new Pan-Arcadian com
munion, by the progress of Messene and l\Iegalopolis, and the con
spicuous depression of Sparta,- that they fancied themselves not 
only capable of maintaining their independence by themselves, 
but also entitled to divide headship with Thebes, as Athens divided 
it with Sparta. Lykomedes the JUantinean, wealthy, energetic, 
and able, stood forward as the exponent of this new aspiration, and 
as the champion of Arcadian dignity. Ile reminded the Ten Thou
sand (the Pan-Arcadian synod), - that while all other residents 
in Peloponnesus were originally immigrants, they alone were the 
indigenous occupants of the peninsula ; that they were the most 
numerous section, as well as the bravest and hardiest men, who 
bore the Hellenic name, - of which proof was afforded by the faet, 
that Arcadian mercenary soldiers were preferred to all others ; 
that the Lacedremonians had never v~ntured to invade Attica, nor 
the Thebans to invade Laconia, without Arcadian auxiliaries. 
"Let us follow no man's lead (he concluded), but stand up for our
selves. In former days, we built up the power of Sparta by serv
ing in her armies; and now, if we submit quietly to follow the The
bans, without demanding alternate headship for ourselves, we shall 
presently find them to be Spartans under another name."2 

Such exhortations were heard with enthusiasm by the assembled 
Arcadians, to whom political discussion and the sentiment of col
lective dignity was a novelty. Impressed with admiration for Ly

1 Pausanias, ix, 15, 2. 9 Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 23. 
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komedes, they chose as officers every man whom he recommended; 
calling upon him to lead them into active service, so as to justify 
their new pretensions. He conducted them into the territory of 
Epidaurus, now under invasion by the Argeians ; who were how
ever in the greatest danger of being cut off, having their retreat 
intercepted by a body of troops from Corinth under Chabrias, 
Athenians and Corinthians. Lykomedes with his Arcadians, 
fighting his way through enemies as well as through a difficult 
country, repelled the division of Chabrias, and extricated the em~ 
barrassed Argeians. He next invaded the territory south of the 
new city of l\lessene and west of the l\Iessenian Gulf, part of which 
was still held by Spartan garrisons. He penetrated as far as Asine, 
where the Spartan commander, Geranor, drew out his garrison to 
resist them, but was defeated with loss, and slain, while the suburbs 
of Asine were destroyed.I Probably the Spartan mastery of the 
south-western corner of the Peloponnesus was terminated by this 
expedition. The indefatigable activity which these Arcadians now 
displayed under their new commander, overpowering all enemies, 
and defying all hardships and difficulties of marching over the most 
rugged mountains, by night as well as by day, throughout the win
ter season, - excited everywhere astonishment and alarm ; not 
without considerable jealousy even on the part of their allies the 
Thebans.2 

·while such jealousy tended t-0 loosen the union between the Ar
cadians and Thebes, other causes tended at the same time to disu
nite them from Elis. The Eleians claimed rights of supremacy 
over. Lepreon and the other towns of Triphylia, which rights they 
had been compelled by the Spartan arms to forego thirty years 
before.3 Ever since that period, these towns had ranked as sepa
rate communities, each for itself as a dependent ally of Sparta. 
Now that the power of the latter was broken, the Eleians aimed at 

1 Xcn. Hellen. vii, 1, 25. 
!.rparevauµevot oi: Kat el( 'Aaivnv rig .AaK<.JVtKi/(, EVlK'fJCfUV Te Ti)v T.:iv .Aa

KtOatµovi<.Jv rppovpilv, /Wt TOV repuvopa, TOV rro'Mµapxov !.rraprtUT'f/V yeyevn

pivov, U'TrEKTetvav, KllL TO rrpoucrutov r.:iv 'Acrtvai<.JV errdpi9-naav. 

Diodorus states that Lykomedes and the Arcadians took Pellenll, which 
is in a different situation, and can hardly refer to the same expedition (xv, 
67). 

• Xen. Hellen. vii, 1, 26. 3 Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 30, 31. 

http:Acrtvai<.JV
http:KtOat�ovi<.Jv
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resumption of their lost supremacy. But the formation of the new 
"commune Arcadum" at }fegalopolis, interposed an obstacle 
never before thought of. The Tryphilian towns, affirming them· 
selves to be of Arcadian origin, and setting forth as their epony· 
mous Hero Triphylus son of Arkas,1 solicited to be admitted as 
fully qualified members of the incipient Pan-Arcadian communion. 
They were cordially welcomed by the general Arcadian body 
(with a degree of sympathy similar to that recently shown by the 
Germans towards Sleswick-Holstein), received as political breth
ren, and guaranteed as independent against Elis.2 The Eleians, 
thus finding themselves disappointed of the benefits which they had 
anticipated from the humiliation of Sparta., became greatly alienated 
from the Arcadians. 

Ariobarzanes, the satrap of Phrygia, with whom the Athenians 
had just established a correspondence, now endeavored (perhaps 
at their instance) to mediate for peace in Greece, sending over a 
citizen of Abydus named Philiskus, furnished with a large sum of 
money. Choosing Delphi as a centre, Philiskus convoked thither, 
in the name of the Persian king, deputies from all the belligerent 
parties, Theban, Lacedrcmonian, Athenian, etc., to meet him. 
These envoys never consulted the god as to the best means of at
taining peace (says Xenophon), but merely took counsel among 
themselves ; hence, he observes, little progress was made towards 
peace; since the Spartans3 peremptorily insisted that Messene 
should again be restored to them, while the Thebans were not less 
firm in resisting the proposition. It rather seems that· the allies 
of Sparta were willing to concede the point, and even tried; though 
in vain, to overcome her reluctance. The congress accordingly 
broke up; while Philiskus, declaring him$elf in favor of Sparta 
and Athens, employed his money in levying mercenaries for the 
professed purpose of aiding them in the war.4 We do not find, 

1 Polyb. iv, 77. 2 Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 26; vii, 4, 12. 
3 Xcn. Hellen. vii, I, 27. 'EKel oe tiW6vur, T0 µev ffeiiJ ovoev t1Co1vc:iaav

TO, {nrwr llv ~ elpfiv11 yiivotTO, avTol oe lf3ovAeiiovTo. 
• Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 27; Diodor. xv, 70. 
Diodorus states that Philiskus was sent by .Artaxerxes ; which seems not 

exact ; he was sent by Ariobarzanes in the name of Artaxerxes. Diodorus 
also says that Philiskus left two thousand mercenaries with pay provided, 
for the service of the Lacedremonians; which troops are never afterwards 
mentioned. 
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however, that he really lent them any aid. It would appear that 
his mercenaries were intended for the service of the satrap himself, 
who was then organizing his revolt from Artaxerxes ; and that his 
probable purpose in trying to close the war was, that he might 
procure Grecian soldiers more easily and abundantly. Though 
the threats of Philiskus produced no immediate result, however, 
they so alarmed the Thebans as to determine them to send an em
bassy up to the Great King; the rather, as they learnt that the 
Lacedremonian Euthykles had already gone up to . the Persian 
court, to solicit on behalf of Sparta.I 

How important had been the move made by Epaminondas in 
reconstituting the autonomous Messenians, was shown, among 
other evidences, by the recent abortive congress at Delphi. Al
ready this formed the capital article in Grecian political discussion; 
an article, too, on which Sparta stood nearly alone. For not only 
the Thebans (whom Xenophon2 specifies as if there were no others 
of the same sentiment), but all the allies of Thebes, felt hearty 
sympathy and identity of interest with the newly-enfranchised resi
dents in Mount IthOme and in Western Laconia; while the allies 
even of Sparta were, at most, only lukewarm against them, if not 
positively inclined in their favor.3 A new phenomenon soon pre
sented itself, which served as a sort of recognition of the new-born, 
or newly-revived, J\fessenian community, by the public voice of 
Greece. At the one hundred and third Olympic festival (Mid
summer 368 B. c.),- which occurred within less than two years 
after Epaminondas laid the foundation-stone of Messene,-= a Mes
senian 'boy named Damiskus gained the wreath as victor in the 
foot.-race of boys. Since the first Messenian war, whereby the na
tion became subject to Sparta,4 no Messenian victor had ever been 
enrolled; though before that war, in the earliest half-century of 
recorded Olympiads, several Messenian victors are found on the 
register. No competitor was admitted to enter the lists, except aa 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 33. 1 Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 27. 
3 See this fact indicated in Isokrates, Archidamus (Or. vi,) s. 2-11. 
4 Pausanias, vi, 2, 5. 
Two Messenian victors had been proclaimed during the interval; but 

they were inhabitants of Messene in Sicily. And these two were ancient 
citizens of Zankle, the name which the Sicilian Messene bore before Anax· 
ilaus the despot chose to give to it this last-mentioned name. 
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a free Greek from a free community ; accordingly so long as these 
Messenians had been either enslaved, or in exile, they would never 
have been allowed to contend for the prize under that designation. 
So much the stronger was the impression produced, when, in 368 
B. c., after an interval of more than three centuries, Damiscus the 
Messenian was proclaimed victor. No Theory (or public legation 
for sacrifice) could have come to Olympia from Sparta, since she 
was then at war both with Eleians and Arcadians; probably few 
individual Lacedremonians were present ; so that the spectators, 
composed generally of Greeks unfriendly to Sparta, would hail the 
proclamation of the new name as being an evidence of her degra
dation, as well as from sympathy with the long and severe oppres
sion of the l\Iessenians.1 This Olympic festival,-the first after 
the great revolution occasioned by the battle of Leuktra,- was 
doubtless a scene of earnest anti-Spartan emotion. 

During this year 368 B. c., the Thebans undertook no march 
into Peloponnesus ; the peace-congress at Delphi probably occu
pied their attention, while the Arcadians neither desired nor needed 
their aid. But Pelopidas conducted in this year a Theban force 
into Thessaly, in order to protect Larissa and the other cities 
against Alexander of Pherre, and to counterwork the ambitious 
projects of' that despot, who was soliciting reinforcement from 
Athens. In his first object he succeeded. Alexander was com
pelled to visit him at Larissa, and solicit peace. This despot., 
however, alarmed at the complaints which came from all sides 
against his cruelty,- and at the language, first, admonitory, after
wards, menacing, of Pelopidas - soon ceased to think himself in 
safety, and fled home to Pherre. Pelopi<las established a defen
sive union against him among the other Thessalian cities, and 
then marched onward into l\Iacedonia, where the regent Ptolemy, 
not strong enough to resist, entered into alliance with the The
bans ; surrendering to them thirty ·hostages from the most distin
guished families in Macedonia, as a guarantee for his faithful 
adherence. Among the hostages was the youtliful Philip, son of 
Amyntas, who remained in this character at Thebes for some 

1 See the contrary, or Spartan, feeling, -disgust at the idea of persons 
who had just been their slaves, presenting themselves as spectators and 
competitors in the plain of Olympia.,- set forth in Isokrates, Or. vi, (Ar· 
chidamus) s. Ill, 112. 
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years, under the care of Pammenes.1 It was thus that Ptolemy 
and the family of Amyntas, though they had been maintained in 
Macedonia by the active intervention of Iphikrates and the Athe
nians not many months before, nevertheless now connected them
selves by alliance with the Thebans, the enemies of Athens. 
1Eschines the Athenian orator denounces them for ingratitude; 
but possibly the superior force of the Thebans left them no option. 
Both the Theban and Macedonian force became thus enlisted for 
the protection of the freedom of Amphipolis against Athens.2 
And Pelopidas returned to Thebes, having extended the ascend
ency of Thebes not only over Thessaly, but also over Macedonia, 
assured by the acquisition of the thirty hostages. 

1 Plutarch, Pelopid. c. 26. 
1 .lEschines, De Fals. Leg. c. 14, p. 249 . 
• • • • • •ouluuKc.iv, on 7rpi:Jrov µ£v V'Tr:tp 'Aµ<fit'TroAec.ir; avrfoparre (Ptolemy) 

T!i 'Tr:OAeL (to Athens), KaL 7rpor 811[3aiovr; oiarpepoµivc.iv 'A&11vaic.iv, uvµµax.iav 
f'Tr:oL~uaro, etc. 

Neither Plutarch nor Diodorus appear to me precise in specifying and 
distinguishing the different expeditions of Pelopidas into Thessaly. I can· 
not but think that he made four different expeditions; two before his em· 
bassy to the Persian court (which embassy took place in 367 n. c.; see :r.rr. 
Clinton, Fast. Hellen. on that year, who rightly places the date of the em· 
bassy), and two after it. 

1. The first was, in 369 n. c., after the death of Amyntas, but during the 
short reign, less than two years, of his son Alexander of Macedon. 

Diodorus mentions this fact (xv, 67), but he adds, what is erroneous, that 
Pelopidas on this occasion brought back Philip as a hostage. 

2. The second was in 368 n. c.; also mentioned by Diodorus (xv, 71) 
and by Plutarch (Pelop. c. 26). 

Diodorus (erroneously, as I think) connects this expedition with the sei
zure and detention of Pelopidas by Alexander of Pherre. But it was really 
on this occasion that Pelopidas brought back the hostages. 
· 3. The third (which was rather a mission than an expedition) was in 366 

B. c., after the return of Pelopi<las from the Persian court, which happened 
seemingly in the beginning of 366 n. c. In this third march, Pelopidas was 
seized and made prisoner by Alexander of Pherre, until he was released by 
Epaminondas. Plutarch mentions this expedition, clearly distinguishing 
it from the seconcl (Pelopi<las, c. 27 -µeril oi: raiira 'Tr:ul.iv, etc.); but with 
this mistake, in my judgment, that he places it before the journey of Pelo· 
pidas to the Persian court; whereas it really occurred after and in conse· 
quence of that journey, which dates in 367 B. c. 

4. The fourth and last, in 364-363 B. c.; wherein he was slain (Diodor. 
xv, 80; Plutarch, Pelopid. c. 32). 

http:Tr:ul.iv
http:A&11vaic.iv
http:oiarpepo�ivc.iv
http:A�<fit'TroAec.ir
http:ouluuKc.iv
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Such extension of the Theban power, in Northern Greece, dis• 
concerted the maritime projects of Athens on the eoast of Mace
donia, at the same time that it laid the foundation of an alliance 
between her and Alexander of Pherre. 'Vhile she was thus 
opposing the Thebans in Thessaly, a second squadron and rein
forcement arrived at Corinth from Syracuse, under Kissidas, des
patched by the despot Dionysius. Among the synod of allies 
assembled at Corinth, debate being held as to the best manner of 
employing them, the Athenians strenuously urged that they should 
be sent to act in Thessaly. But the Spartans took an opposite 
view, and prevailed to have them sent round to the southern coast 
of Laconia, in order that they might cooperate in repelling or 
invading the Arcadians.I Reinforced by these Gauls and other 
mercenaries, Archidamus led out the Lacedremonian forces against 
Arcadia. He took Karyre by assault, putting to death every man 
whom he captured in the place; and he farther ravaged all the 
Arcadian territory, in the district named after the Parrhasii, until 
the joint Arcadian and Argeian forces arrived to oppose him; 
upon which he retreated to an eminence near 1\Iidea.2 Here 
Kissidas, the Syracusan commander, gave notice that he must 
retire, as the period to which his orders reached had expired. 
He accordingly marched back to Sparta; but midway in the 
march, in a narrow pass, the 1\Iessenian troops arrested his advance, 
and so hampered him, that he was forced to send to Archidamus 
for aid. The latter soon appeared, while the main body of Arca- • 
dians and Argeians followed also ; and Archidamus resolved to 
attack them in general battle near 1\Iidea. Imploring his soldiers, 
in an emphatic appeal, to rescue the great name of Sparta from 
the disgrace into which it had fallen, he found them full of respon
sive ardor. They rushed with such fierceness to the charge, that 
the Arcadians and Argeians were thoroughly daunted, and fled 
with scarce any resistance. The pursuit was vehement, espe
cially by the Gallic mercenaries, and the slaughter frightful Ten 

1 Xcn. Hellen. vii, 1, 28. 
• Xen. Hellen. vii, 1, 28. The place here called Midea cannot be identi• 

fled. The only place of that name known, is in the territory of .Argos, 
quite different from what is here mentioned. 0. Millier proposes to substi
tute Malrea for l\lidea.; a conjecture, which there are no means of verify• 
ing. · 

VO~ L 12 
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thousand men (if we are to believe Diodorus) were slain, without 
the loss of a single Lacedremonian. Of this easy and important 
victory, - or, as it came to be called, "the tearless battle,"- news 
was forthwith transmitted by the herald Demoteles to Sparta. 
So powerful was the emotion produced by his tale, that all the 
Spartans who heard it burst into tears; Agesilaus, the Senators, 
and the ephors, setting the example ;I -a striking proof how 
humbled, and disaccustomed to the idea of victory, their minds 
had recently become!- a striking proof also, when we compare 
it with the inflexible self-control which marked their reception of 
the disastrous tidings from Leuktra, how much more irresistible 
is unexpected joy than unexpected grief, in working on these 
minds of iron temper! 

So offensive had been the insolence of the Arcadians, that the 
news of their defeat was not unwelcome even to their allies the 
Thebans and Eleians. It made them feel that they were not 
independent of Theban aid, and determined Epaminondas again 
to show himself in Peloponnesus, with the special view of enrol
ling the Achreans in his alliance. The defensive line of Oneium 
was still under occupation by the Lacedremonians and Athenians, 
who had their head-quarters at Corinth. Yet having remained 
unattacked all the preceding year, it was now so negligently 
guarded, that Peisias, the general of Argos, instigated by a pri
vate request of Epaminondas, was enabled suddenly to seize the 
heights above Kenchrere, with a force of two thousand men and 
seven days' provision. The Theban commander, hastening his 
march, thus found the line of Oneium open near Kenchrere, and 
entered Peloponnesus without resistance; after which he pro
ceeded, joined by his Peloponnesian allies, against the cities in 
Achaia.2 Until the battle of Leuktra, these cities had been among 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 28-32; Diodor. xv, 72; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 33. 
1 I think that this third expedition of Epaminondas into Peloponnesus 

belongs to 367 B. c.; being simultaneous with the embassy of Pelopidas to 
the Persian court. Many chronologers place it in 366 B. c., after the con·· 
clusion of that embassy; because the mention of it occurs in Xenophon 
after he has brought the embassy to a close. But I do not conceive that 
this proves the fact of subsequent date. For we must recollect that the em
bassy lasted several months ; moreover the expedition was made while 
Epaminondas was Boootarch ; and he ceased to be so during the year 366 



267 EPAMIXONDAS IN ACHAIA. 

the dependent allies of Sparta, governed by local oligarchies in 
her interest. Since that event, they had broken off from her, but 
were still under oligarchical governments (though doubtless not 
the same men), and had remained neutral without placing them
selves in connection either with Arcadians or Thebans.t Not 
being in a condition to resist so formidable an invading force, they 
opened negotiations with Epaminondas, and solicited to be enrol
led as allies of Thebes; engaging to follow her lead whenever 
summoned, and to do their duty as members of her synod. They 
tendered securities which Epaminondas deemed sufficient for the 
fulfilment of their promise. Accordingly, by virtue of his own 
personal ascendency, he agreed to accept them as they stood, with
out requiring either the banishment of the existing rulers or sub
stitution of democratical forms in place of the oligarchical.!! 
Such a proceeding was not only suitable to the moderation of 
dealing so remarkable in Epaminondas, but also calculated to 

B. c. Besides, if we place the expedition in 366 B. c., there will hardly be 
time left for the whole career of Euphron at Sikyon, which intervened be
fore the peace of 366 n. c. between Thebes and Corinth (sec Xen. Hellen. 
vii, 1, 44 seq.). 

The relation of cotemporaneousness between the embassy of Pelopidas 
to Persia, and the expedition of Epaminondas, seems indicated when we 
compare vii, 1, 33 with vii, 1, 48 - ~vvqwr oe {3ovl.ev6µevot ol 871{3alot, 
lnrwr uv rijv i/yeµoviav l.a(Joiev rfir 'E;UU.oor, lvoµiuav el Treµl/Jetav Trpor rov 
ITepuwv {3aut?..ta, etc. Then Xenophon proceeds to recount the whole em
bassy, together with its unfavorable reception on returning, which takes up 
the entire space until vii, 2, 41, when he says-Avi91r o' 'ETra11etvwvoar, 
{3ovl.71i9e2r rov, 'A:i;aioiif Trpouvrrayayiui9at, oTrwr µii.'Al.ov urpiut Kat ol 'Ap1<aoei; 
Kat ol ul.l.ot uvµµaxot Trpouixotev rov voiiv, lyvwKe urpauvriov elvat hrt rijv 
'Axatav. 

This fresh expedition of Epaminondas is one of the modes adopted by 
the Thebans of manifesting their general purpose expressed in the former 
words, - uvvexwr {3ovl.evoµei;ot, etc. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 1, 42-44. 
The neutrality before observed, is implied in the phrase whereby Xeno

phon describes their conduct afterwards; E'lret oe Kare!.i9ovrer 0 vK€T' 

lµeuevov, etc. 
2 Xcn. Hellen. vii, 1, 42. 
His expression marks how completely these terms were granted by the 

personal determination of Epaminondas, overruling opposition, - t v &v
v a a rev ei o 'Erraµtvwvoar, i:Jure µq rpvyaclevuat rovr Kpariurovr, µt1d'i: rur 
11"0!.t reiar µeraurfiua1, etc. 

I 
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strengthen the interests of Thebes in Peloponnesus, in the present 
jealous and unsatisfactory temper of the Arcadians, by attaching 
to her on peculiar grounds Achreans as well as Eleians ; the lat
ter being themselves half-alienated from the Arcadians. Epami
nondas farther liberated Naupaktus and Kalydon,1 which were 
held by Achrean garrisons, and which he enrolled as separate allies 
of Thebes ; whither he then returned, without any other achieve
ments (so far as we are informed) in Peloponnesus. 

But the generous calculations of this eminent man found little 
favor with his countrymen. Both the Arcadians, and the opposi
tion-party in the Achrean cities, preferred accusations against 
him, alleging that he had discouraged and humiliated all the real 
friends of Thebes; leaving power in the hands of men who would 
join Sparta on the first opportunity. The accusation was farther 
pressed by Menekleidas, a Theban speaker of ability, strongly 
a(lverse to Epaminondas, as well as to Pelopidl!S. So pronounced 
was the displeasure of the Thebans, - partly perhaps from reluc
tance to offend the Arcadians, - that they not only reversed the 
policy of Epaminondas in Achaia, but also refrained from reelect
ing him as Breotarch during the ensuing year.2 They sent har
mosts of their own to each of the Achrean cities, - put down the 
existing oligarchies, - sent the chief oligarchical members and 
partisans into exile, - and established democratical governments 
in each. Hence a great body of exiles soon became accumulated; 
who, watching for a favorable opportunity and combining their 

1 Diodor. xv, 75. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. vii, I, 43; Plutarch, Pelopid. c. 25. 
Diodorus (xv, 72) refers the displeasure of the Thebans against Epami

nondas to the events of the preceding year. They believed (according to 
Diodorus) that Epaminondas had improperly spared the Spartans, and not 
pushed his victory so far as might have been done, when he forced the lines 
of Mount Oneium in 369 B. c. But it is scarcely credible that the Thebans 
should have been displeased on this account; for the forcing of the lines 
was a. capital exploit, and we may see from Xenophon that Epaminondas 
achieved much more than the Spartans and their friends believed to be pos
sible. 

Xenophon tells us that the Thehans were displeased with Epaminondas, 
on complaint from the Arcadians and others, for his conduct in Achaia two 
years after the action at Oneium; that is, in 367 B. c. This is much more 
probable in itself, and much more consistent with the general series of_ 
facts, than the cause assigned by Diodorl\s. 
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united forces against each city successively, were strong enough 
to overthrow the newly-created democracies, and to expel the The
ban harmosts. Thus restored, the Achrean oligarchs took decided 
and active part with Sparta; 1 vigorously pressing the Arcadians on 
one side, while the Lacedremonians, encouraged by the recent 
Tearless Battle, exerted themselves actively on the other. 

The town of Sikyon, closely adjoining to Achaia, was at this 
time in alliance with Thebes, having a Theban harmost and gar
rison in its acropolis. But its government, which had always been 
oligarchical, still remained unaltered. The recent counter-revolu
tion in the Achrean cities, followed closely by their junction with 
Sparta, alarmed the Arcadians and Argeians, lest Sikyon also 
should follow the example. Of this alarm a leading Sikyonian 
citizen named Euphron, took advantage. He warned them that 
if the oligarchy were left in power, they would certainly procure 
aid from the garrison at Corinth, and embrace the interests of 
Sparta. To prevent such defection (he said) it was indispensable 
that Sikyon should be democratized. He then offered himself, 
with their aid, to accomplish the revolution, seasoning his offer 
with strong protestations of disgust against the intolerable arro
gance and oppression of Sparta: protestations not unnecessary, 
since he had himself, prior to the battle of Leuktra, carried on 
the government of his native city as local agent for her purposes 
and interest. The Arcadians and Argeians, entering into the 
views of Euphron, sent to Sikyon a large force, under whose 
presence and countenance he summoned a general assembly in 
the market-place, proclaimed the oligarchy to be deposed, and pro
posed an equal democracy for the future. His proposition being 
adopted, he next invited the people to choose generals ; and the 

'persons chosen were, as might naturally be expected, himself with 
five partisans. The prior oligarchy had not been without a pre
vious mercenary force in their service, under the command of 
Lysimenes ; but these men •were overawed by the new foreign 
force introduced. Euphron now proceeded to reorganize them, 
to place them under the command of his son Adeas instead of 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii. 1, 23. 
For a similar case, in which exiles from many different cities, congregat· 

ing in a body, became strong enough to carry their restoration in each city 
successively, see Thucyd. i, 113 . 

• 
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Lysimenes, and to increase their numerical strength. Selecting 
from them a special bo<ly-guard for his own personal safety, and 
being thus master of the city under the ostensible color of chief 
of the new democracy, he commenced a eareer of the most rapa
cious and sanguinary tyranny.1 He caused .several of his col
leagues to be assassinated, and banished others. He expelled also 
by wholesale the wealthiest and most eminent citizens, on suspi
cion of Laconism; confiscating their properties to supply himself 
with money, pillaging the public treasure, and even stripping the 
temples of all their rich stock of consecrated gold and silver orna
ments. He farther procured for himself adherents by liberating 
numerous slaves, exalting them to the citizenship, and probably 
enrolling them among his paid force.2 The power which he thus 
acquired became very great. The money seized enabled him not 
only to keep in regular pay his numerous mercenaries, but also to 
bribe the leading Arcadians and Argeians, so that they connived 
at his enormities; while he was farther ready and active in the 
field to lend them military support. The Theban harmost still 
held the acropolis with his garrison, though Euphron was master 
of the town and harbor. 

During the height of Euphron's power at Sikyon, the neigh
boring city of Phlius was severely pressed. The Phliasians had 
remained steadily attached to Sparta throughout all her misfor
tunes; notwithstanding incessant hostilities from Argos, Arcadia, 
Pellene, and Sikyon, which destroyed their crops and inflicted 
upon them serious hardships. I have already recounted, that in, 
the year 369 B. c., a little before the line of Oneium was forced 
by Epaminondas, the town of Phlius, having been surprised by 
its own exiles wit_h the aid of Eleians and Arcadians, had only 
been saved by the desperate bravery and resistance of its citi
zens.3 In the ensuing year, 368 B. c., the Argeian and Arcadian 
force again ravaged the Phliasian plain, doing great damage; yet 
not without some loss to themselves in their departure, from the 
attack of the chosen Phliasian hoplites and of some Athenian 
horsemen from Corinth.4 In the ensuing year367 B. c., a second 
invasion of the Phliasian territory was attempted by Euphron, 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 44-46; Diodor. xv, 70. 1 Xen. Hellen, vii, 3, 8. 
1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 2, 6-9. • Xen. Hellen. vii, 2, IO. 
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with his own mercenaries to the number of two thousand,- the 
armed force of Sikyon and Pellene, - and the Theban harmost 
and garrison from the acropolis of Sikyon. On arriving near 
Phlius, the Sikyonians and Pelleneans were posted near the gate 
of the city which looked towards Corinth, in order to resist any 
sally from within; while the remaining invaders made a circuit 
round, over an elevated line of ground called the J'rikaranum 
(which had been fortified by the Argeians and was held by their 
garrison), to approach and ravage the Phliasian plain. Ilut the 
Phliasian cavalry and hoplites so bravely resisted them, as to pre
vent them from spreading over the plain to do damage, until at 
the end of the day they retreated to rejoin the Sikyonians and 
Pellenians. From these last, however, they happened to be sep
arated by a ravine which forced them to take a long circuit; while 
the Phliasians, passing by a shorter road close under their own 
walls, were beforehand in reaching the Sikyonians and Pellenians, 
whom they vigorously attacked and defeated with loss. Euphron 
with his mercenaries, and the Theban division, arrived too late to 
prevent the calamity, which they made no effort to repair.I 

An eminent Pellenian citizen, named Proxenus having been here 
made prisoner, the Phliasians, in spite of all their sufferings, re
leased him without ransom. This act of generosity - coupled 
with the loss sustained by the Pellenians in the recent engage
ment, as well as with the recent oligarchical counter-revolutions 
which had disjoined the other Achrean cities from Thebes 
altered the politics of Pellene, bringing about a peace be
tween that city and Phlius.2 Such an accession afforded sensible 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 2, ll-15. 
1 This change of politics at Pellene is not mentioned by Xenophon, at 

the time, though it is noticed afterwards (vii, 4, Ii) as a fact accomplished; 
but we must suppose it to have occurred now, in order to i·econcile sections 
11-14 with sections 18-20 of vii, 2. 

The strong Laconian partialities of Xenophon induce him to allot not 
only warm admiration, but a space disproportionate compared with other 
parts of his history, to the exploits of the brave little Phliusian community. 
Unfortunately, here, as elsewhere, he is obscure in the description of parti
cular events, and still more perplexing when we try to draw from him a 
clear. idea of the general series. · 

With all the defects and partiality of Xenophon's narrative, however, we 
must recollect that it is a description of renl events by a contemporary au
thor who had reasonable means of information. This is a precious ingre· 
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relief,- it might almost be said, salvation, - to the Phliasians, in 
the midst of cruel impoverishment; since even their necessary 
subsistence, except what was obtained by marauding excursions 
from the enemy, being derived by purchase from Corinth, was 
found difficult to pay for, and still more difficult to bring home, in 
the face of an enemy. They were now enabled, by the aid of the 
Athenian general Chares and his mercenary troops from Corinth, 
to escort their families and their non-military population to Pel
lene, where a kindly shelter was provided by the citizens. The 
military Phliasians, while escorting back a stock of supplies to 
Phlius, broke through and defeated an ambuscade of the enemy in 
their way ; and afterwards, in conjunction with Chares, surprised 
the fort of Thyamia, ·which the Sikyonians were fortifying aR an 
aggressive post on their borders. The fort became not only a de
fence for Phlius, but a means of aggression against the enemy, · 
affording also great facility for the introduction of provisions from 
Corinth.I 

Another cause, both of these successes and of general relief to 
the Phliasians, arose out of the distracted state of affairs in Sikyon. 
So intolerable had the tyranny of Euphron become, that the 
Arcadians, who had helped to raise him up, became disgusted. 
1Eneas of Stymphalus, general of the collective Arcadian force, 
marched with a body of troops to Sikyon, joined the Theban har
most in the Acropolis, and there summoned the Sikyonian notables 
to an assembly. Under his protection, the intense sentiment 
against Euphron was freely manifested, and it was resolved tor~ 
call the numerous exiles, whom he had banished without either 
trial or public sentence. Dreading the wrath of these numerous 
and bitter enemies, Euphron thought it prudent to retire with his 
mercenaries to the harbor; where he invited Pasimelus the Lace
dremonian to come, with a portion of the garrison of Corinth, and 

dient, which gives value to all that he says; inasmuch as we are so con
stantly obliged to borrow our knowledge of Grecian history either from 
authors who write at second-hand and after the time,- or from orators 
whose purposes are usually different from those of the historian. Hence I 
have given a short abridgment of these Phliasian events as described by 
Xenophon, though they were too slight to exercise influence on the main 
course of the war. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 2, 18-23. 
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immediately declared himself an open partisan of Sparta. The 
harbor, a separate town and fortification at some little distance 
from the city (as Lechreum was from Corinth), was thus held by 
and for the Spartans; while Sikyon adhered to the Thebans and 
Arcadians. In Sikyon itself however, though evacuated by Eu
phron, there still remained violent dissensions. The returning 
exiles were probably bitter in reactionary measures ; the humbler 
citizens were fearful of losing their newly-acquired political privi
leges; and the liberated slaves, yet more fearful of forfeiting that 
freedom, which the recent revolution had conferred upon them. 

Hence Euphron still retained so many partisans, that having 
procured from Athens a reinforcement of mercenary troops, he was 
enabled to return to Sikyon, and again to establish himself as mas
ter of the town in conjunction with the popular party. But as his 
opponents, the principal men in the place, found shelter along with 
the Theban garrison in the acropolis, which he vainly tried to take 
by assault,1 - his possession even of the town was altogether pre
carious, until such formidable neighbors could be removed. Ac
cordingly he resolved to visit Thebes, in hopes of obtaining from 
the authorities an order for expelling his opponents and handing· 
over Sikyon a second time to his rule. On what grounds, after so 
recent a defection to the Spartans, he rested his hopes of success, 
we do not know ; except that he took with him a large sum of· 
money for the purpose of bribery.2 His Sikyonian opponents, 
alarmed lest he should really carry his point, followed him to Thebes, 
where their alarm was still farther increased by seeing him in fa
miliar converse with the magistrates. Under the first impulse of· 
terror and despair, they assassinated Euphron in broad daylight, 
- on the Kadmeia, and even before the doors of the Theban Sen
ate-house, wherein both magistrates and Senate were sitting. 

For an act of violence thus patent, they were of course seized 
forthwith, and put upon their trial, before the Senate. The magis
trates invoked upon their heads the extreme penalty of death, 
insisting upon the enormity and even impudence of the outrage, 
committed almost under the eyes of the authorities, - as well as 
upon the sacred duty of vindicating not merely the majesty, but 
even the security of the city, by exemplary punishment upon of-

Xen. Hellen. vii, 3, 9. ' Xen. Hellen. vii, 3, 4--6. 
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fenders who had despised its laws. How many in number were 
the persons implicated, we do not know. All, except one, denied 
actual hand-participation ; but that one avowed it frankly, and 
stood up to justify it before the Theban Senate. He spoke in sub
stance nearly as follows, - taking up the language of the accusing 
magistrates : 

" Despise you I cannot, men of Thebes; for you are masters of 
my person and life. It was on other grounds of confidence that I 
slew this man : first, I had the conviction of acting justly ; next, I 
trusted in your righteous judgment. I knew that you did not wait 
for trial and sentence to slay Archias and IIypates,• whom you 
caught after a career similar to that of Euphron, - but punished 
them at the earliest practicable opportunity, under the conviction 
that men manifest in sacrilege, treason, and despotism, were already 
under sentence by all men. "\Vell ! and was not Euphron, too, 
guilty of all these crimes ? Did not he find the temples full of gold 
and silver offerings, and strip them until they were empty? How 
can there be a traitor more palpable than the man, who, favored 
and upheld by Sparta, first betrayed her to you ; and then again, 
after having received every mark of confidence from you, betrayed 
you to her, - handing over the harbor of Sikyon to your enemies? 
Was not he a despot without reserve, the man who exalted slaves, 
not only into freemen, but into citizens ? the man who despoiled, 
banished, or slew, not criminals, but all whom he chose, and most 
of all, the chief citizens ? And now, after having vainly attempted, 
in conjunction with your enemies the Athenians, to expel your har
most by force from Sikyon, he has collected a great stock of money, 
and come hither to turn it to account. Had he assembled arms 
and soldiers against you, you would have thanked me for killing 
him. How then can you punish me for giving him his due, when 
he has come with money to corrupt you, and to purchase from you 
again the mastery of Sikyon, to your own disgrace as well as mis

1 This refers to the secret expedition of Pelopidas and the six other 
Theban conspirators from Athens to Thebes, at the time when the Lace
dremonians were masters of that town and garrisoned the Kadmeia. The 
conspirators, through the contrivance of the secretary Phyllidas, got access 
in disguise to the oligarchical leaders of Thebes, who were governing under 
Lacedremonian ascendency, and put them to death. This event is described 
in a former chapter, Ch. lxxvii, p. 85 seq. 
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chief? Had he been my enemy and your friend, I should un
doubtedly have done wrong to kill him in your city; but as he is 
a traitor, playing you false, how is he more my enemy than yours? 
I shall be told that he came hither of his own accord, confiding in 
the laws of the city. 'Vell ! you would have thanked me for kil
ling him anywhere out of Thebes; why not in Thebes also, when 
he has come hither only for the purpose of doing you new wrong 
in addition to the past? ·where among Greeks has impunity ever 
been assured to traitors, deserters, or despots ? Recollect, that you 
have passed a vote that exiles from any one of your allied cities 
might be seized as outlaws in any other. Now Euphron is a con
demned exile, who has ventured to come back to Sikyon without 
any vote of the general body of allies. How can any one afiirm 
that he has not justly incurred death ? I tell you in conclusion, 
men of Thebes, - if you put me to death, you will have made 
yourselves the avengers of your very worst enemy, - if you ad
judge me to have done right, you will manifest yourselves publicly 
as just avengers, both on your own behalf and on that of your 
whole body of allies."I · 

This impressive discourse induced the Theban Senate to pro
nounce that Euphron had met with his due. It probably came 
from one of the principal citizens of Sikyon, among whom were 
most of the enemies as well as the victims of the deceased despot. 
It appeals, in a characteristic manner, to that portion of Grecian 
morality which bore upon men, who by their very crimes pro
cured for themselves the means of impunity; against whom there 
was no legal force to protect others, and who were therefore con
sidered as not being entitled to protection themselves, if the dag
gers of others could ever be made to reach them. The tyrannicide • 
appeals to this sentiment with confidence, as diffused throughout 
all the free Grecian cities. It founJ responsive assent in the The
ban Senate, and would probably have founJ the like assent, if set 

1 Xcn. Hellen. vii, 3, 7-11. 
To the killing of Enphron, followed by a defence so characteristic and 

emphatic on the part of the agent, - Schneider and others refer, with great 
prohability, the allusion in the Rhetoric of Aristotle (ii, 24, 2)-Kat 7rept 
1"oii 8fif3vcrtv u7rot9av6vro(", 7rept ov licf:Aeve Kpivat, el oiKaW(" fiv u7rot9aveiv, 
i:., OVK uchnv UV U7rOl(Teivat TUV OtKatw(" u7rot9av6vra. 
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forth with equal emphasis, in most Grecian senates or assemblies 
elsewhere. 

Very different, however, was the sentiment in Sikyon. The 
body of Euphron was carried thither, and enjoyed the distinguished 
preeminence of being buried in the market-place.1 There, along 
with his tomb, a chapel was erected, in which he was worshipped 
as Archcgetes, or Patron-hero and Second Founder, of the city. 
He received the same honors as had been paid to Brasidas at Am
phipolis. The humbler citizens and the slaves, upon whom he had 
conferred liberty and political franchise, - or at least the name of 
a political franchise, - remembered him with grateful admiration 
as their benefactor, forgetting or excusing the atrocities which he 
had wreaked upon their political opponents. Such is the retribu
tive Nemesis which always menaces, and sometimes overtakes, an 
oligarchy who keep the mass of the citizens excluded from politi
cal privileges. A situation is thus created, enabling some ambitious 
and energetic citizen to confer favors and earn popularity among 
the many, and thus to acquire power, which, whether employed 
or not for the benefit of the many, goes along with their antipathies 
when it humbles or crushes the previously monopolizing few. 

We may presume from these statements that the government of 
Sikyon became democratical. But the provoking brevity of Xeno
phon does not inform us of the subsequent arrangements made with 
the Theban harmost in the acropolis, - nor how the intestine dis
sensions, between the democracy in the town and the refugees in 
the citadel, were composed, - nor what became of those citizens 
who slew Euphron. ""\Ve learn only that not long afterwards, the 
harbor of Sikyon, which Euphron had held in conjunction with the 
Lacedremonians and Athenians, was left imperfectly defended by 
the recall of the latter to Athens ; and that it was accordingly re
taken by the forces from the town, aided by the Arcadians.2 

It appears that these proceedings of Euphron (from his first 
proclamation of the democracy at Sikyon and real acquisition of 
despotism to himself, down to-his death and the recovery of the 
harbor) took place throughout the year 3G7 B. c. and the earlier 
half of 3G6 B. c. No such enemy, probably, would have arisen 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 3, 12. 2 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, l. 
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to embarrass Thebes, unless the policy recommended by Epami
nondas in Achaia had been reversed, and unless he himself had 
fallen under the displeasure of his countrymen. His influence 
too was probably impaired, and the policy of Thebes affected for 
the worse, by the accidental absence of his friend Pelopidas, who 
was then on his mission to the Persian court at Susa. Such a 
journey and return, with the transaction of the business in hand, 
must have occupied the greater part of the year 367 B. c., being 
terminated probably by the return of the envoys in the beginning 
of 366 B. C. 

The leading Thebans had been alarmed by the language of 
Philiskus,-who had come over a few months before as envoy 
from the satrap Ariobarzanes and had threatened to employ Asi
atic money in the interest of Athens and Sparta against Thebes, 
though his threats seem never to have been realized, as well as by 
the presence of the Laced:£monian Euthykles (after the failure of 
Antalkidas 1) at the Persian court, soliciting aid. l\foreover 
Thebes had now pretensions to the headship of Greece, at least 
as good as either of her two rivals; '\Vhile since the fatal example 
set by Sparta at the peace called by the name of Antalkidas in 
387 B. c., and co_pied by Athens after the battle of Leuktra in 
371 B. c., - it had become a sort of recognized fashion that the 
leading Grecian state should sue out its title from the terror-strik
ing rescript of the Great King, and proclaim itself as enforcing 
terms which he had dictated. On this ground of borrowed eleva
tion Thebes now sought to place herself: There was in her case 
a peculiar reason which might partly excuse the value set upon 
it by her leaders. It had been almost the capital act of her policy 
to establish the two new cities, l\Iegalopolis and l\Iessene. The 
vitality and chance for duration, of both, - especially that of the 
latter, which had the inextingui~hable hostility of Sparta to con
tend with, - would be mat'ifially improved, in the existing state 
of the Greek mind, if they were recognized as autonomous under 
a Persian rescript. To attain this object,2 Pelopidas and Isme

1 Plutarch, Artaxerx. c. 22. 
2 It is plain that Mcssene was the great purpose with Pelopiuns in his 

mission to the Persian court; we see this not only from Cornelius Ncpos 
(Pelop. c. 4) anu Diodorus (xv, 81). but also even from Xenophon, Hellen. 
vii, 1, 36. 
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nias now proceeded as envoys to Susa; doubtless under a formal 
vote of the allied synod, since the Arcadian Antiochus, a celebrat~ 
ed pankratiast, the Eleian Archidamus, and a citizen from Argos, 
accompanied them. Informed of the proceeding, the Athenians 
also sent Timagoras and Leon to Susa; and we read with some 
surprise that these hostile envoys all went up thither in the same 
company.I 

Pclopidas, though he declined to perform the usual ceremony 
of prostration,2 was favorably received by the Persian court. 
Xenophon,-who recounts the whole proceeding in a manner 
unfairly invidious towards the Thebans, forgetting that they were 
now only copying the example of Sparta in courting Persian aid, 
- affirms that his application was greatly furthered by the recol
lection of the ancient alliance of Thebes with Xerxes, against 
Athens and Sparta, at the time of the battle of Platrea ; and by 
the fact that Thebes had not only refused to second, but had actu
ally discountenanced, the expedition of Agesilaus against Asia. 
We may perhaps doubt, whether this plea counted for much; or 
the straightforward eloquence of Pelopidas, so much extolled by 
Plutarch,3 which could only reach Persian ears through an inter
preter. But the main fact for the Great King to know was, that 
the Thebans had been victorious at Leuktra; that they had sub
sequently trodden down still farther the glory of Sparta, by car
rying their arms over Laconia, and emancipating the conquered 
half of the country ; that when they were no longer in Pelopon

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 1, 33-38; Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. 30; Plutarch, Arta· 
xerx. c. 22. 

The words of Xenophon 1/Koli.6v~et cle Ka2 'Apyelo, must allude to some 
Argeian envoy; though the name is not mentioned, and must prohably 
have dropped out,-or perhaps the word ri>, as Xenophon may not have 
heard the name. 

It would appear that in the mission whic~ Pharnabazus conducted up to 
the Persian court (or at least undertook to conduct) in 408 n. c., envoys 
from hostile Greek cities were included in the same company (Xen. Hellen. 
i, 3, 13 ), as on the present occasion. 

• l'lutarch, Artaxerx. c. 22. 
His colleague Ismenias, however, is said to have dropped his ring, and 

then to have stooped to pick it up, immediately before the king; thus going 
through the prostration. 

3 Plutarch, Pclopidas, c. 30. 
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nesus, their allies the Arcadians and Argeians had been shame
fully defeated by the Lacedremonians (in the Tearless Battle). 
Such boasts on the part of Pelopidas, - confirmed as matters of 
fact even by the Athenian Timagoras, - would convince the Per
sian ministers that it was their interest to exercise ascendency 
over Greece through Thebes in preference to Sparta. Accord
ingly Pelopidas being asked by the Great King what sort of 
rescript he wished, obtained his own terms. 1\Iessene was declared 
autonomous and independent of Sparta: Amphipolis also was pro
nounced to be a free and autonomous city : the Athenians were 
directed to order home and lay up their ships of war now in active 
service, on pain of Persian intervention against them, in case of 
disobedience. 1\Ioreover Thebes was declared the head city of 
Greece, and any city refusing to follow her headship was menaced 
with instant compulsion by Persian force.I In reference to the 
points in dispute between Elis and Arcadia (the former claiming 
sovereignty over Triphylia, which professed itself Arcadian and 
had been admitted into the Arcadian communion), the rescript 
pronounced in favor of the Eleians; 2 probably at the instance of 

Xen. Hellen. vii, 1, 36. 'EK oe TOVTOV eplJriJµEvoi; t!1!'0 {3a<JLAtlJ( 0 ITE-
1.orrioar Ti {3ovAOlTO fovri;> ypa<fii]val, El'ITEV OTl ME<J<J~VTJV TE avTovoµov Elva' 
U.rro AauOaLµovilJv, Ka2 'A{}71vaiovr aviAICElV TU( vavr· el Oe TavTa µ1/ 'lret• 
ifoLVTO, urpaTEVElV e'lr' avTovr· el Tl!: Oe 'lrOAl!; µ1/ l{}EAOl alCOAOV· 
{7 EZv, f:rr2 Tavr71v 1rpwrov livat. 

It is clear that these are not the exact words of the rescript of 367 B. c.; 
though in the former case of the peace of Antalkidas (387 B. c.) Xenophon 
seems to have given the rescript in its exact words (v, 1, 31). 

What he states afterwards (vii, 1, 38) about Elis and Arcadia proves that 
other matters were included. Accordingly I do not hesitate to believe that 
Amphipolis also was recognized as autonomous. This we read in Demos
thenes, Pals. Leg. p. 383, c. 42. Kal yup roL 'lr{Jwrov µi:v 'AµrpirroALv 'lroA.iv 
i/,UETipav OOVATJV ICaTi<JTTJ<JEV (the king of Persia), fiv TOTE rrvµµaxov 
avri;> ica2 rpil.71v lypmf!Ev. Demosthenes is here alluding to the effect 
produced on the mind of the Great King, and to the alteration in his pro
ceedings, when he learnt that Timagoras had been put to death on return
ing to Athens; the adverb of time Tore alludes to the rescript given when 
Timagoras was present. 

In the words of Xenophon,- el Tl( vi: 'lroAL( µ1/ e-IJEA.ot i IC o Ao v {7 e Zv,
the headship of Thebes is declared or implied. Compare the convention 
imposed by Sparta upon Olynthus, after the latter was subdued (v, 3, 26.) 

• Xen. Hellen. vii, 1, 38. Twv oe U..i\.A.wv 1rperr,l31fov oµev 'HA.eZoi; 'Apxioa

http:e-IJEA.ot
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Pelopidas, since there now subsisted much coldness between the 
Thebans and Arcadians. 

Leon the Athenian protested against the Persian rescript, 
observing aloud when he heard it read, - "By Zeus, Athenians, 
I think it is time for you to look out for some other friend than 
the Great King." This remark, made in the King's hearing and 
interpreted to him, produced the following addition to the rescript: 
"If the Athenians have anything juster to propose, let them come 
to the King and inform him." So vague a modification, however, 
did little to appease the murmurs of the Athenians. On the 
return of their two envoys to Athens, Leon accused his colleague 
Timagoras of having not only declined to associate with him dur
ing the journey, but also of having lent himself to the purposes 
of Pelopidas, of being implicated in treasonable promises, and of 
receiving large bribes from the Persian King. On these charges 
Timagoras was condemned and executed.1 The Arcadian envoy 
Antiochus was equally indignant at the rescript; refusing even 
to receive such presents of formal courtesy as were tendered to 
all, and accepted by Pelopidas himself, who however strictly 
declined everything beyond. The conduct of this eminent The
ban thus exhibited a strong contrast with the large acquisitions of 
the Athenian Timagoras.2 Antiochus, on returning to Arcadia, 

µ01:, l'ln 7rpovTiµ11(Je T1/v 'HA iv 'lr'po Twv 'ApKaowv, e'lr~vei Tii. Toii 
{3a(JtAewi;· oo' 'AvTtoXO!:, cm 1)AaTTOVTO Ti> 'ApKaOtKoV, oiiTe Ta rJ,j. 
pa Mt;aTo, etc. 

1 Dcmosthen. Fals. Leg. c. 42, p. 383. 
In another passage of the same oration (c. 57, p. 400), Demosthenes says 

that Leon had been joint envoy with Timagoras for four years. Certainly 
this mission of Pelopidas to the Persian court cannot have lasted four years; 
and Xenophon states that the Athenians sent the two em·oys when they 
heard that Pelopidas was going thither. I imagine that Leon and Timago
ras may have been sent up to the Persian court shortly after the battle of 
Leuktra, at the time when the Athenians caused the former rescript of the 
Persian king to be resworn, putting Athens as head into the place of Sparta 
(Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 1, 2). This was exactly four years before (3il--367 B. 

c.). Leon and Timagoras having jointly undertaken and perhaps recently 
returned from their first embassy, were now sent jointly on a second. De
mosthenes has summed up the time of the two as if it were one. 

1 Plutarch, Pclopidas, c. 30. 
Demosthenes speaks of the amount received, in money, by Timagoras 

from the Persian king as having been forty talents, wr AtyeTat (Fals. Leg. 
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made report of his mission to the Pan-Arcadian synod, called the 
Ten Thousand, at Megalopolis. He spoke in the most contempt
uous terms of all that he had seen at the Persian court. There 
were (he said) plenty of bakers, cooks, wine-pourers, porters, etc., 
but as for men competent to fight against Greeks, though he looked 
out for them with care, he could see none; and even the vaunted 
golden plane-tree was not large enough to furnish shade for a 
grasshopper.I . 

On the other hand, the Eleian envoy returned with feelings of 
satisfaction, and the Thebans with triumph. Deputies from each 
of their allied cities were invited to Thebes, to hear the Persian 
rescript. It was produced by a native Persian, their official com
panion from Susa, - the first Persian probably ever seen in 
Thebes since the times immliliately preceding the battle of Pla
trea, - who, after exhibiting publicly the regal seal, read the doc
ument aloud ; as the satrap Tiribazus had done on the occasion of 
the peace of Antalkidas.2 · 

But though the Theban leaders thus closely copied the conduct 
of Sparta both as to means and as to end, they by no means found 
the like ready acquiescence, when they called on the deputies 
present to take an oath to the rescript, to the Great King, and to 
Thebes. All replied that they had come with instructions, author
izing them to hear and report, but no more ; and that acceptance 
or rejection must be decided in their respective cities. Nor was 
this the worst. Lykomedes and the other deputies from Arcadia, 
already jealous of Thebes, and doubtless farther alienated by the 
angry report of their envoy Antioclms, went yet farther, and 
entered a general protest against the headship of Thebes; affirm
ing that the synotl ought not to be held constantly in that city, but 
in the seat of war, wherever that might be. Incensed at such 
language, the Thebans accused Lykomedes of violating the cardi
nal principle or the confederacy ; upon which he antl his Arca
dian comrades forthwith retired and went home, declaring that 
they would ~o longer sit in the synod. The other deputies appear 
to have followed his example. Indeed, as they had refo.sed to 

p. 383 ), besides other presents and conveniences. Compare also Plutarch, 
Artaxerxes, c. 22. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 38. ' Xen. Hellen. v, I, 30. 
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take the oath submitted to them, the special purpose of the synod 
was defeated. 

Having thus failed in caruing their point with the allies col
lectively, the Thebans resolved to try the efficacy of applications 
individually. They accordingly despatched envoys, with the Per
sian rescript in hand, to visit the cities successively, calling upon 
each for acceptance with an oath of adhesion. Each city sepa
rately (they thought) would be afraid to refuse, under peril of 
united hostility from the Great King and from Thebes. So con
fident were they in the terrors of the king's name and seal, that 
they addressed this appeal not merely to the cities in alliance 
with them, but even to several among their enemies. Their 
envoys first set forth the proposition at Corinth; a city, not only 
at variance with ~hem, but even serving as a centre of operation 
for the Athenian and Laced.:cmonian forces to guard the line of 
Oneium, and prevent'the entrance of a Theban army into Pelo
ponnesus. But the Corinthians rejected the proposition altogether, 
declining formally to bind themselves by any common oaths 
towards the Persian king. The like refusal was experienced by 
the envoys as they passed on to Peloponnesus, if not from all the 
cities visited, at least from so large a proportion, that the mission 
was completely frustrated. And thus the rescript, which Thebes 
had been at such pains to procure, was found practically inopera
tive in confirming or enforcing her headship; I though doubtless 
the mere fact, that it comprised and recognized l\Iessene, contrib
uted to strengthen the vitality, and exalt the dignity, of that new
born-city. 

In their efforts to make the Persian rescript available towards 
the recognition of their headship throughout Greece, the Thebans 
would naturally visit Thessaly and the northern districts as well 
as Peloponnesus. It appears that Pelopidas and. Ismenias them
selves undertook this mission; and that in tli.e execution of it they 
were seized and detained as prisoners by Alexander of Pherre. 
That despot seems to have come to meet them, under pacific 
appearances, at Pharsalus. They indulged hopes of prevailing 
on him as well as the other Thessalians to accept the Persian 

Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 40. Ka£ avrq µev ~ IIeA.oirioov Kat TWV 817/Jatt.JV Ti/r 
upxi'/r irept/JoA.q olir<.1 otcA.vi'i71. 

I 
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rescript ; for we see by the example of Corinth, that they had 
tried their powers of persuasion on enemies as well as friends. 
But the Corinthians, while refusing tpe application, had neverthe
less respected the public morality held sacred even between ene
mies in Greece, and had dismissed the envoys (whether Pelopidas 
was among them, we cannot assert) inviolate. Not so the tyrant 
of Pherre. Perceiving that Pelopidas and Ismenias were unac
companied by any military force, he seized their persons, and car
ried them off to Pherre as prisoners. 

Treacherous as this proceeding was, it proved highly profitable 
to Alexander. Such was the personal importance of Pelopidas, 
that his imprisonment struck terror among the partisans of Thebes 
in Thessaly, and induced several of them to submit to the despot 
of Pherre; who moreover sent to apprise the Athenians of his 
capture, and to solicit their aid against the impending vengeance 
of Thebes. Greatly impressed with the news, the Athenians 
looked upon Alexander as a second Jason, likely to arrest the 
menacing ascendency of their neighbor and rival.l They imme
diately despatched to his aid thirty triremes and one thousand 
hoplit~s under Autokles; who, unable to get through the Euripus, 
when Ilceotia and Eubcea were Loth hostile to Athens, were forced 
to circumnavigate the latter island. Ile reached Pherre just in 
time ; for the Thebans, incensed beyond measure at the seizure 
of Pelopidas, had despatched without delay eight thousand hop
lites and six hundred cavalry to recover or avenge him. Unfor
tunately for them, Epaminondas had not been rechosen com
mander since his last year's proceedings in Achaia. He was now 
serving as an hoplite in the ranks, while Kleomenes with other 
Breotarchs had the command. On entering Thessaly, they were 
joined by various allies in the country. But the army of Alex

1 The strong expressiovs of Demosthenes show what a remarkable effect 
was produced by the news at Athens (cont. Aristokrat. p. 660, s. 142). 

Ti o' ; 'AAt~avopov EKElVOV TOV 8erraA.ov, ~ViK' elxe µev alxµaAwrov o~uar: 
IIeA.o?rioav, lx{)po' o' iir oMdr fiv 811f3aiotr, vµiv o' olKeiwr oti1mro, oiirwr; 
Clure ?rap' vµi:Jv urpar11yov aireiv, e(3011{)efre o' avrfi Ka2 ?ravr' fiv 'AAi;av
opor, etc. 

Alexander is said to have promised to the Athenians so ample a supply 
of cattle as should keep the price of meat very low at Athens (Plutarch, 
Apophtheg. Reg. p. 193 E.). 

http:8erraA.ov
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ander, aided by the Athenians, and placed under the command of 
Autokles, was found exceedingly formidable, especially in cavalry. 
The Thessalian allies of Thebes, acting with their liabitual treach
ery, deserted in the hour of danger; and the enterprise, thus diffi
cult and perilous, was rendered impracticable by the incompetence 
of the Breotarchs. Unable to make head against Alexander and 
the Athenians, they were forced to retreat homeward. But their 
generalship was so unskilful, and the enemy's cavalry so active, 
that the whole army was in imminent danger of being starved or 
destroyed. Nothing saved them now, but the presence of Epami
nondas as a common soldier in the ranks. Indignant as well as 
dismayed, the whole army united to depose their generals, and 
with one voice called upon him to extricate them from their perils. 
Epaminondas accepted the duty,-marshalled the retreat in con
summate order, - took for himself the command of the rear-guard, 
beating off all the attacks of the enemy,-and conducted the 
army safely back to Thebes.l 

This memorable exploit, while it disgraced the unsuccessful Breo
tarchs, who were condemned to fine and deposition from their office, 
raised higher than ever the reputation of Epaminondas among his 
countrymen. But the failure of the expedition was for the time a 
fatal blow to the influence of Thebes in Thessaly; where Alexan
der now reigned victorious and irresistible, with Pelopidas still in 
his dungeon. The cruelties and oppressions, at all times habitual 
to the despot of Pherre, were pushed to an excess beyond all for
mer parallel. Besides other brutal deeds of which we read with 
horror, he is said to have surrounded by his military force the un
armed citizens of l\Ielibrea and Skotussa, and slaughtered them all 
in mass. In such hands, the life of Pelopidas hung by a thread; 
yet he himself, with that personal courage which never forsook him, 
held the language of unsubdued defiance and provocation against 
the tyrant. Great sympathy was manifested by many Thessalians, 
and even by Thebe the wife of Alexander, for so illustrious a pris
oner ; and Alexander, fearful of incurring the implacable enmity 
of Thebes, was induced to spare his life, though retaining him as 
a prisoner. His confinement, too, appears to have lasted some 
time before the Thebans, discouraged by their late ill-success, were 
prepared to undertake a second expedition. 

1 Diodor. xv, 71; Plutarch, Pelop. c. 28; Pausanius, ix, 15, 1. 
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At length they sent a force for the purpose; which was placed, 
on this occasion, under the command of Epaminondas. The re
nown of his name rallied many adherents in the country ; and his 
prudence, no less than his military skill, was conspicuously exhib
ited, in defeating and intimidating Alexander, yet without reducing 
him to such despair as might prove fatal to the prisoner. The 
despot was at length compelled to send an embassy excusing his 
recent violence, offering to restore Pelopidas, and soliciting to be 
a<lmitted to peace and alliance with Thebes. But Epaminondas 
would grant nothing more than a temporary truce,' coupled 
with the engagement of evacuating Thessaly; while he required 
in exchange the release of Pelopidas and Ismenias. His terms 
were acceded to, so that he had the delight of conveying his 
liberated friend in safety to Thebes. Though this primary object 
was thus effected, however, it is plain that he did not restore Thebes 
to the same influence in Thessaly which she had enjoyed prior 
to the seizure of Pelopidas.2 That event with its consequences 

1 Plutarch (Pelopidas, c. 29) says, a truce for thirty days; but it is diffi
cult to believe that Alexander would have been satisfied with a term so very 
short. 

1 The account of the seizure of Pelopidas by Alexander, with its conse
quences, is contained chiefly in Diodorus, xv, 71-75; Plutarch, Pe!opidas, 
c. 27-29; Cornel. Nep. Pclop. c. 5; Pausanias, ix, 15, I. Xenophon does 
not mention it. 

I have placed the seizure in the year 366 B. c., after the return of Pelopi
das from his embassy in Persia; which embassy I agree with Mr. Fynes 
Clinton in referring to the year 367 B. c. Plutarch places the seizure before 
the embassy; Diodorus places it in the year between Midsummer 368 and 
:Midsummer 367 B. c.; but he does not mention the embassy at all, in its 
regular chronological order; he only alludes to it in summing up the ex
ploits at the close of the career of Pelopidas. 

Assuming the embassy to the Persian court to have occurred in 367 B. c., 
the seizure cannot well have happened before that time. 

The year 368 B. c. seems to have been that wherein Pelopidas made his 
second expedition into Thessaly, from which he returned victorious, bring
ing back the hostages. See above, p. 264, note. 

The seizure of Pelopidas was accomplished at a time when Epaminondas 
was not Bccotarch, nor in command of the Theban army. Now it seems to 
have been not until the dose of 367 B. c., after the accusation8 arising out 
of his proceedings in Achaia, that Epaminondas missccl being rechosen as 
general. 
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still remained a blow to Thebes and a profit to Alexander; who 
again became master of all or most part of Thessaly, together with 
the Magnetes, the Phthiot Achreans, and other tributary nations 
dependent on Thessaly- maintaining unimpaired his influence 
and connection at Athens.1 

)Vhile the Theban arms were thus losing ground in Thessaly, 
an important point was gained in their favor on the other side of 
Bceotia. Oropus, on the north-eastern frontier of Attica adjoining 
Bceotia, was captured and wrested from Athens by a party of exiles 
who crossed over from Eretria in Eubcea, with the aid ofThemison, 
despot of the last-mentioned town. It had been more than once lost 
and regained between Athens and Thebes; being seemingly in its 
origin Bceotian, and never incorporated as a Deme or equal con
stituent member of the Athenian commonwealth, but only recog
nized as a dependency of Athens ; though, as it was close on the 
frontier, many of its inhabitants were also citizens of Athens, de-

Xenophon, in describing the embassy of Pelopidas to Persia, mentions 
his grounds for expecting a favorable reception, and the matters which he 
had to boast of (Hell. vii, 1, 35). Now if Pelopidas, immediately before, 
had been seized and detained for some months in prison by Alexander of 
Pherre, surely Xenophon would have alluded to it as an item on the other 
side. I know that this inference from the silence of Xenophon is not al· 
ways to be trusted. But in this case, we must recollect that he dislikes both 
the Theban leaders; and we may fairly conclude, that where he is enume· 
rating the trophies of Pelopidas, he would hardly have failed to mention a 
signal disgrace, if there had been one, immediately preceding. 

Pelopidas was taken prisoner by Alexander, not in battle, but when in 
pacific mission, and under circumstances in which no man less infamous 
than Alexander would have seized him ( 7rapa<nrovo11iJd~-Plutarch, Apoph. 
p. 194 D.; Pausan. ix, 15, 1; "legationis jure satis tectum se arbitraretur" 
Corn. Nep. ). His imprudence in trusting himself under any circumstances 
to such a man as Alexander, is blamed by Polybius (viii, 1) and others. 
But we must suppose such imprudence to be partly justified or explained 
by some plausible circumstances ; and the proclamation of the Persian re· 
script appears to me to present the most reasonable explanation of his pro
ceeding. 

On these grounds, which, in my judgment, outweigh any probabilities on 
the contrary side, I have place<l the seizure of Pelopidas in 366 B. c., after 
the embassy to Persia; not without feeling, however, that the chronology 
of this pcriotl. cannot he rendered absolutely certain. 

1 rlutarch, l'clopiJ. c. 31-35. 
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mots of the neighboring Deme Grrea.1 So recently before as 
the period immediately preceding the battle of Leuktra, angry 
remonstrances had been exchanged between Athens and Thebes 
respecting a portion of the Oropian territory. At that time, it ap
pears, the Thebans were forced to yield, and their partisans in 
Oropus were banished.2 It was these partisans who, through the 
ii.id of Themison and the Eretrians, now effected their return, so as 
to repossess themselves of Oropus, and doubtless to banish the 
principal citizens friendly to Athens.3 So great was the sensation 
produced among the Athenians, that they not only marched with 
all their force to recover the place, but also recalled their general, 
Chares, with that mercenary force which he commanded in the 
territories of Corinth and Phlius. They farther requested aid 
from the Corinthians and their other allies in Peloponnesus. 
These allies did not obey the summons ; but the Athenian force 
alone would have sufficed to retake Oropus, had not the Thebans 
occupied it so as to place it beyond their attack. Athens was 
obliged to acquiesce in their occupation of it ; though under pro
test, and with the understanding that the disputed right should be 
referred to impartial arbitration.4 

This seizure of Oropus produced more than one material conse
quence. Owing to the recall of Chares from Corinth, the harbor 
of Sikyon could no longer be maintained against the Sikyonians 
in the town; who, with the aid of the Arcadians, recaptured it, so 

1 See the instructive Inscription and comments published by Professor 
Ross, in which the Deme rpa~>, near Oropus, was first distinctly made 
known (Ross, Die Demeo von Attika, p. 6, 7-Halle, 1846). 

1 Isokrates, Orat. xiv, (Plataic.) s. 22-40. 
3 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, I; Diodor. xv, 76. 
The previous capture of Oropus, when Athens lost it in 411 B. c., was 

accomplished under circumstances very analogous (Thucyd. viii, 60). 
• Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, I ; Diodor. xv, 76. 
Compare Demosthen. De Corona, p. 259, s. 123; lEschines cont. Ktesi

phont. p. ·397, s. 85. 
It would seem that we are to refer to this loss of Oropus the trial of Cha.

brias and Kallistratns in Athens, together with the memorable harangue of 
the latter which Demosthenes heard as a youth with such strong admiration. 
But our information is so vague and scanty, that we can make out nothing 
certainly on the point. Hehdantz (Vitre Iphicratis, Chabrire, et Timothei, 
P· 109-114) brings together all the scattered testimonies in an instructive 
chapter. 
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that both town and harbor again came into the league of Thebans 
and Arcadians. :Moreover, Athens became discontented with her 
Peloponnesian allies, for having neglected her summons on the 
emergency at Oropus, although Athenian troops had been con
stantly in service for the protection of Peloponnesus against the 
Thebans. The growth of such dispositions at Athens became known 
to the l\Iantinean Lykomedes; the ablest and most ambitious leader 
in Arcadia, who was not only jealous of the predominance of the 
Thebans, but had come to a formal rupture with them at the synod 
held for the reception of the Persian rescript.l Anxious to disen
gage the Arcadians from Thebes as well as from Sparta, Lykom
edes now took advantage of the discontent of Athens to open nego
tiations with that city ; persuading the majority of the Arcadian 
Ten Thousand to send him thither as ambassador. There was dif
ficulty among the Athenians in entertaining his proposition, from 
the alliance subsisting between them and Sparta. But they were 
reminded, that to disengage the Arcadians from Thebes, was no less 
in the interest of Sparta than of Athens; and a favorable answer 
was then given to Lykomedes. The latter took ship at Peirams 
for his return, but never reached Arcadia ; for he happened to land 
at the spot where the Arcadian exiles of the opposite party were 
assembled, and these men put him to death at once.2 In spite of 
his death, however, the alliance between Arcadia and Athens was 
still brought to pass, though not without opposition. 

Thebes was during this year engaged in her unsuccessful cam
paign in Thessaly (alluded to already) for the rescue of Pelopidas, 
which disabled her from effective efforts in Peloponnesus. But as 
soon as that rescue had been accomplished, Epaminondas, her 
greatest man, and her only conspicuous orator, was despatched into 
Arcadia to offer, in conjunction with an envoy from Argos, diplo
matic obstruction to the proposed Athenian alliance. He had to 
speak against KallIBtratus, the most distinguished orator at Athens, 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, I, 39; vii, 4, 2. 
' Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 3. 
Xenophon notices the singularity of the accident. There were plenty of 

vessels in l'cirreus; Lykomedes had only to make his choice, and to deter· 
mine where he would disembark. He fixed upon the exact spot where the 
exiles were assembled, not knowing that they were there-oa11,ovtwTara 
Cl1rO~V~l1KEI. 
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who had been sent by his countrymen to plead their cause amidst 
the Arcadian Ten Thousand, and who, among other argum'ents, 
denounced the enormities which darkened the heroic legends both 
of Thebes and Argos. "'\Vere not Orestes and Alkmreon, both mur
derers of their mothers (asked Kallistratus ), natives of Arg~s? 
'\Vas not CEdipus, who slew his father and married his mother, a 
native of Thebes?"-" Yes (said Epaminondas, in his reply) 
they were. But Kallistratus has forgotten to tell you, that these 
persons, while they lived at home were innocent, or reputed u'i be 
so. As soon as their crimes became known, Argos and Thebes 
banished them; and then it was that Athens received them, stained 
with confessed guilt. "I This clever retort told much to the credit 
of the rhetorical skill of Epaminondas ; but his speech as a whole, 
was not successful. The Arcaclians concluded alliance with Athens; 
yet without formally renouncing friendship with Thebes. 
. As soon as such new alliance had been ratified, it became impor
tant to Athens to secure a free and assured entrance into Pelopon
nesus ; while at the same time the recent slackness of the Corin
thians, in regard to the summons to Oropus, rendered her mistrust
ful of their fidelity. Acoordingly it was resolved in the Athenian 
.assembly, on the motion of a citizen named Demotion, to seize and 
occupy Corinth; there being already some scattered Athenian 
garrisons, on various points of the Corinthian territory, ready to be 
concentrated and rendered useful for such a purpose. A fleet and 
land-force under Chares was made ready and despatched.. But 
on reaching the Corinthian port of Kenchrere, Chares found him
self shut out even from admittance. The proposition of Demotion, 
and the resolution of the Athenians had become known to the Co
·rinthians; who forthwith stood upon their guard, sent soldiers of 
their own to relieve the various Athenian outposts on their terri
tory, and called upon these latter to give in any complaints for 

1 C<>rnclins Nepos, Epaminond. c. 6; Plutarch, Repub. Ger. Prrec. p. 
810 F.; Plutarch, Apophtlieg. Reg. p. 193 D. , 

Compare a similar reference, on the part of others, to the crimes embodied 
in Theban legend (Justin, ix, 3). 

Perhaps it may liave been during this embassy into Peloponnesus, that 
Kallistratus addressed the discourse to the public assembly at Messllne, to 
which Aristotle makes allusion (Rhetoric, ili1 17, 3); possibly enough, 
against Epaminondas also. · 

VOL. X. 13 19oc. 
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which they might have ground, as their services were no longer 
needed. Chares pretended to have learnt that Corinth was in dan
ger. But both he and the remaining Athenians were dismissed, 
though with every expression of thanks and politeness.I 

The treacherous purpose of Athens was thus baffled, and the 
Corinthians were for the moment safe. Yet their position was 
precarious and uncomfortable ; for their enemies, Thebes and Ar
gos, were already their masters by land, and Athens had now been 
converted from an ally into an enemy. Hence they resolved to 
assemble a sufficient mercenary force in their own pay ;2 but while 
thus providing for military security, they sent envoys to Thebes to 
open negotiations for peace. Permission was granted to them by 
the Thebans to go and consult their allies, and to treat for peace 
in conjunction with as many as could be brought to share their 
views. Accordingly the Corinthians went to Sparta and laid their 
case before the full synod of allies, convoked for the occasion. 
''We are on the point of ruin (said the Corinthian envoy), and 
must make peace. We shall rejoice to make it in conjunction with 
·you, if you will consent; but if you think proper to persevere in 
the war, be not displeased if we make peace without you." The 
Epidaurians and Phliasians, reduced to the like distress, held the 
same language of weariness and impatience for peace.3 

It had been ascertained at Thebes, that no propositions for peace 
could be entertained, which did not contain a formal recognition of 
the independence of J\Iessene. To this the Corinthians and other 
allies of Sparta had no difficulty in agreeing. But they vainly en

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 4-6. 
The public debates of the Athenian assembly were not favorable to the 

success of a scheme, like that proposed by Demotion, to which secrecy was 
indispensable. Compare another scheme, divulged in like manner, in Thu
cydides, iii, 3. 
· ' It seems probable that these were the mercenaries placed by the Corin· 
thians under the command of Timophanes, and employed by him after· 

. wards as instruments for establishing a despotism. 
Plutarch (Timoleon, c. 3, 4) alludes briefly to mercenaries equipped about 

this time (as far as we can verify his chronology) and to the Corinthian 
mercenaries now assembled, in connection with Timoleon and Timophanes, 
of whom I shall have to say much in a future chapter. 

' 
3 Compare Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 8, 9 with lsokrates, Or. vi, (Archidamus), 

8. 106. 
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deavored to prevail upon Sparta herself to s.ubmit to the same con
cession. The Spartans resolutely refused to relinquish a territory 
inherited from victorious forefathers, and held under so long a pre
scription. They repudiated yet more indignantly the idea of 
recognizing as free Greeks and equal neighbors, those who had so 
long been their slaves; and they proclaimed their determination 
of continuing the war, even single-handed and with all its hazards, 
to regain what they had lost ;I and although they could not di
rectly prohibit the Corinthians and other allies, whose sickness of 
the war had become intolerable, from negotiating a separate peace 
for themselves, - yet they gave only a reluctant consent. Archi
damus son of Agesilaus even reproached the allies with timorous 
selfishness, partly in deserting their benefactress Sparta at her 
hour of need, partly in recommending her to submit to a sacrifice 
ruinous to her honor.2 The Spartan prince conjured his country

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 9. 
• This sentiment of dissatisfaction against the allies is strongly and re

peatedly set forth in the oration of Isokrates called Archidamus, composed 
as if to be spoken in this synod,-and good evidence (whether actually 
spoken or not) of the feelings animating the prince and a large party at 
Sparta. Archidamus treats those allies who recommended the Spartans to 
surrender Messene, as worse enemies even than those who had broken off 
altogether. He specifies Corinthians, Phliasians, and Epidaurians, sect. 11
13, - tlr TOVTO o' fJKOV<1t 'll'AEOVt;iaf, Kal TOUaVTT/V ~µwv KareyvCJKa<1tV avav
opiav, <Jure 11'0A.A.a1ar ~µiir a;tCiuavrer irn:ep r7Jr avrwv 'll'OAeµeiv, V'll'ep Mtu
uf;vqr OVK olovrat oeiv ~µiir KtVOVVEVEtV. aA.A.' Zv' a&ro~ TQV <1</Jtripav avri:iv 
au</Ja"Awr 1<ap1t'i:Jvrat, 'll'Etpi:ivrat OtOU<1KEtV ~µiir .,, XPQ roir l;rltpoir rijr ~µeri
par 11'apax(,)p7juai, Ka~ 11'por roir uAAOt> E'/l'a'/l'etA.ovutv, .,,, el µQ raiira uvyx(,)
p~uoµev, 'll'Otquoµevot r~v elp~vqv Kara u</Jiir ailrovr. Compare sect. 67, 87, 
99, 105, 106, 123. 

We may infer from this discourse of Isokrates, that the displeasure of 
the Spartans against their allies, because the latter advised them to relin
quish :M:essene,-was much greater than the narrative of Xenophon (Hel
len. vii, 4, 8-11) would lead us to belie,•c. 

In the argument prefixed to the discourse, it is asserted (among various 
other inaccuracies), that the Spartans had sent to Thebes to ask for peace, 
and that the Thebans had said in reply, - peace would be granted, el M eu
uqvqv_ avotKfo,,,ut Kat avr6voµov eauwut. Now the Sparta~s had never sent 
to Thebes for this purpose; the Corinthians went to Thebes, and there 
learnt the peremptory condition requiring that l\fessene should be recog
nized. Next, the Thebans would never require Sparta to recolonize or re
constitute (avoucfoat) Messene ; that had been already done by the Thebans 
themselves. 



292 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

men, in the name of all their ancient dignity, to spurn the mandates 
of Thebes; to shrink neither from effort nor from peril for the re
conquest of Messene, even if they bad to fight alone against all 
Greece; and to convert their military population into a perma
nent camp, sending away their women and children to an asylum 
in friendly foreign cities. 

Though the Spartans were not inclined to adopt the desperate 
suggestions of Archidamus, yet this important congress ended by 
a scission between them and their allies. The Corinthians, Phliasi
ans, Epidaurians, and others, went to Thebes, and concluded peace; 
recognizing the independence of Messene, and affirming the inde
pendence of each separate city within its own territory, without 
either obligatory alliance, or headship on the part of any city. Yet 
when the Thebans invited them to contract an alliance, they de
clined, saying that this would be only embarking in war on the 
other side; whereas that which they sighed for was peace. Peace 
was accordingly sworn, upon the terms inuicated in the Persian 
rescript, so far as regarded the general autonomy of each separate 
town, and specially that of l\:lessene ; but not including any sanc
tion, direct or indirect, of Theban headship.I 

This treaty removed out of the war, and placed in a position of 
neutrality, a considerable number of Grecian states ; chiefly those 
near the Isthmus,- Corinth, Phlius, Epidaurus; probably Trcezen 
and Hermione, since we do not find them again mentioned among 
the contending parties. But it left the more powerful states, 
Thebes and Argos,- Sparta and Athens,2-still at war; as well 
as Arcadia, Achaia, and Elis. The relations between these states, 
however, were now somewhat complicated; for Thebes was at war 
with Sparta, and in alliance, though not altogether hearty alliance, 

1 Diodorus (xv, 76) states that the Persian king sent envoys to Greece, 
who caused this peace to be concluded. But there seems no ground for be· 
lieving that any Persian envoys had visited Greece since the return of Pe
lopidas, whose return with the rescript did in fact constitute a Persian inter· 
vention. The peace now concluded was upon the general basis of that 
rescript; so far, but no farther (as I conceive), the assertion of Diodorus 
about Persian intervention is exact. 

2 Diodorus (xv, 76) is farther inaccurate in stating the peace as nniver· 
sally accepted, and as being a conclusion of the Bmotian and Lacedremo: 
nian war, which had begun with the battle of Leuktra. ·' 
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with the Arcadians; .while Athens was at war with Thebes, yet 
in alliance with Sparta as well as with Arcadia. The Argeians 
were in alliance with Thebes and Arcadia, and at war with Sparta; 
the Eleians were on unfriendly terms, though not yet at actual war, 
with Arcadia- yet still (it would appear) in alliance with Thebes. 
Lastly, the Arcadians themselves were losing their internal coope
ration and harmony one with another, which had only so recently 
begun. Two parties were forming among them, under the old con
flicting auspices of JUantinea and Tegea. Tegea, occupied by a 
Theban harmost and garrison, held strenuously with l\Iegalopolis 
and l\fessene as well as with Thebes, thus constituting a strong 
and united frontier against Sparta. 

As the Spartans complained of their Peloponnesian allies, for 
urging the recognition of l\fessene as an independent state, - so 
they were no less indignant with the Persian king; who, though 
still calling himself their ally, had inserted the same recognition 
in the rescript granted to Pelopidas.l The Athenians also were 
dissatisfied with this rescript. They had (as has been already 
stated) condemned to death Ti~agoras, one of their envoys who 
had accompanied Pelopidas, for having received bribes. They 
now availed themselves of the opening left for them in the very 
words of the rescript, to send a fresh embassy up to the Persian. 
court, and solicit more favorable terms. Their new envoys, com
municating the fact that Timagoras had betrayed his trust and 
had been punished for it, obtained from the Great King a fresh 
rescript, pronouncing Amphipolis to be an Athenian possession 
instead of a free city.2 Whether that other article also in the. 

1 Xenophon, Enc. Agesil. ii, 30. lv6µi'e "- Ti;J ITepcry oiK11v hrc&6cret11 
1<:al TWV 1rpocrrhv, Kat OTl vvv, crvµµaxor; elvaL tpa<JK(,)V, lTrfraTTe M~aa6v1111 
atptivat. 

1 This second mission of the. Athenians to the Persian court (pursuant 
to the invitation contained in the rescript given to Pelopidas, (Xen. Hellen. 
vii, 1, 37), appears to me implied in Demosthenes, Fals. Leg. p. 384, s. 150; 
p. 420, s. 283 ; Or. De Halonneso, p. 84, s. 30. 

If the king of Persia was informed that Timagoras had been put to death 
by his countrymen on returning to Athens, - and if he sent down ( KaTi
'freµipev) a fresh rescript about Amphipolis, -this information can only 
have been communicated, and the new rescript only obtained, by a second 
embassy sent to him from Athens. 
· Perhaps the Lacedremonian Kallias may have accompanied this second 
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former rescript, which commanded Athens to call in all her armed 
!lhips, was now revoked, we cannot say; but it seems probable. 

At the same time that the Athenians sent this second embassy, 
they also despatched an armament under Timotheus to the coast 
of Asia l\Iinor, yet with express instructions not to violate the peace 
with the Persian king. Agesilaus, king of Sparta, went to the 
same scene, though without any public force; availing himself 
only of his long-established military reputation to promote the 
interests of his country as negotiator. Both Spartan and Athe
nian attention was now turned, directly and specially, towards 
Ariobarzanes the satrap of Phrygia; who (as has been already 
related) had sent over to Greece, two years before, Philiskus of 
Abydus, with the view either of obtaining from the Thebans peace 
on terms favorable to Sparta, or of aiding the latter against them.I 
Ariobarzanes was then preparing, and apparently had since openly 
consummated, his revolt from the Persian king, which Agesi
laus employed all his influence in fomenting. The Athenians, 
however, still wishing to avoid a distinct breach with Persia, 
instructed Timotheus to assist Ariobarzanes, -yet with a formal 
proviso, that he should not break truce with the Great King. 
They also conferred both upon Ariobarzanes (with his three sons), 
and upon Philiskus, the gift of Athenian citizenship.2 That satrap 
seems now to have had a large mercenary force, and to have been 
in possession of both sides of the Hellespont, as well as of Perin
thus on the Propontis ; while Philiskus, as his chief officer, exer
cised extensive ascendency, disgraced by much tyranny and bru
tality, over the Grecian cities in that region. 

Precluded by his instructions from openly aiding the revolted 
Ariobarzanes, Timotheus turned his force against the island of 
Samos; which was now held by Kyprothemis, a Grecian chief 
with a military force in the service of Tigranes, Persian satrap 

Athenian mission to Susa; we hear of him as having come back with a 
friendly letter from the Persian king to Agesilaus (Xenophon, Enc. Ages. 
viii, 3; Plutarch, Apophth. Lacon. p. 1213 E.), brought by a Persian mes
senger. But the statement is too vague to enable us to verify this as the 
actual occasion. 

· 1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 1, 27. 
9 Demosthen. De Rhodior. Libert. p. 193, s.10, cont. Aristokrat. p. 666, s. · 

165; p. 687, s. 242. 
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on the opposite mainland. How or when Tigranes had acquired. 
it we do not know; but the Persians, when once left by the peace 
of Antalkidas in quiet possession of the continental Asiatic Greeks, 
naturally tended to push their dominion over the neighboring 
islands. After carrying on his military operations in Samos, with 
eight thousand peltasts and thirty triremes, for ten or eleven 
months, Timotheus became master of it. His success was the 
more gratifying, as he had found means to pay and maintain his 
troops during the whole time at the cost of enemies; without 
either drawing upon the Athenian treasury, or extorting contribu
tions from allies.I An important possession was thus acquired for 
Athens, while a considerable number of Samians of the opposite 
party went into banishment, with the loss of their properties. 
Since Samos was not among the legitimate possessions of the king 
of Persia, this conquest was not understood to import war between 
him and Athens. Indeed it appears that the revolt of Ariobar
zanes, and the uncertain fidelity of various neighboring satraps, 
shook for some time the king's authority, and absorbed his reve
nues in these regions. Autophradates, the satrap of Lydia,
and J'lfausOlus, native prince of Karia under Persian supremacy, 
- attacked Ariobarzanes, with the view, real or prctented, of 
quelling his revolt; and laid seige to Assus and Adramyttium. 
But they are said to have been induced to desist by the personal 
influence of Agesilaus.2 As the latter had no army, nor any 
means of allurement (except perhaps some money derived from 
Ariobarzanes), we may fairly presume that the t\YO besiegers 
were not very earnest in the cause. :Moreover, we shall find both 

1 Demosth. 11t sup.; Isokrates, Or. xv, (De Permnt.) s. I IS; Corne!. 
Nepos, Timoth. c. I. 

The stratagems whereby Timotheus procured money for his troops at Sa
mos, are touched upon in the Pseudo-Aristoteles, (Economic. ii, 23; and in 
Polyren. iii, IO, 9; so far as we can understand them, they appear to be only 
contributions, levied under a thin disguise, upon the inhabitants. 

Since Ariobarzanes gave money to Agesilaus, he may perhaps have given 
some to Timotheus during this siege. 

2 Xenoph. Enc. Ages. ii, 26 ; Polyrenns, vii, 26. 
I do not know whether it is to this period that we are to refer the 

siege of Atarneus by Autophradates, which he was induced to relinquish 
by an ingenious proposition of Eubulus, who held the place (Aristot. Po
litic. ii, 4, IO). 
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of tiiem, a few years afterwards, in joint revolt with Ariobarzanes · 
himself against the Persian king.1 .Agesilaus obtained, from all 
three, pecuniary aid for Sparta.2 

The acquisition of Samos, while it exalted the reputation of 
Timotheus, materially enlarged the maritime dominion of Athens. 
It seems also to have weakened the hold of the Great King on 
Asia Minor, - to have disposed the residents, both satraps and 
Grecian cities, to revolt,-and thus to have helped Ariobarzanes, 
who rewarded both Agesilaus and Timotheus. Agesilaus was 
enabled to carry l1ome a sum of money to his embarrassed coun
trymen ; but Timotheus, declining pecuniary aid, obtained for 
Athens the more valuable boon of readmission to the Thracian 
Chersonese. Ariobarzanes made over to hinl Sestus and Kri
tMte in that peninsula; possessions doubly precious, as they 
secured to the Athenians a partial mastery of the passage of the 
Hellespont; with a large circumjacent territory for occupation.3 

Samos and the Chersonese were not simply new tributary con
federates aggregated to the Athenian synod. They were, in large 
proportion, new territories acquired to Athens, open to be occu
pied by Athenian citizens as out-settlers or kleruchs. l\Iuch of 
the Chersonese had been possessed by Athenian citizens, even 
from the time of the first Miltiades and afterwards down to the 
destruction of the Athenian empire in 405 B. c. Though all 
these proprietors had been then driven home and expropriated, 
they had never lost the hope of a favorable turn of fortune and 

1 It is with the greatest difficulty that we make out anything like a thread 
of events at this period; so miserably seanty und indistinct are our autho
rities. 

Rehdantz (Vitre Iphicratis, Chabrire, et Timothei, chap. v, p. 118-130) is 
an instructive auxiliary in putting together the scraps of information ; com
pare also 'Veissenborn, Hellen. p. 192-194 (Jena, 1844). 

s Xen. Enc. Ages. ii, 26,27. 
3 Isokrates, Or. xv, (De Permut.) s. 115-119; Cornelius Nepos, Timo

theus, c. 1. 
Isokrates particularly dwells upon the fact that the conquests of Timo

theus secured to Athens a large circumjacent territory-ilv A.11'f>'9eu1wv urrai: 
/J rorrOf; 1rEplEX"'v olKEiOf: fivay1<(u1'91J rfJ rro~.et yevforiat, etc. fs. 114). 
· From the value of the Hellespont to Athens as ensuring a regular supply 
of com imported from the Euxine, Sestus was sometimes called "the flour· 
board of the Peirreus " - ii r71t.ia roii 1Ie1p11t.:ir {Aristot. Rhetor. iii, 10, 3). 
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eventual reentry.I That moment had now arrived. The formal 
renunciation of all private appropriations of land out of Attica, 
which Athens had proclaimed at the formation of her second con
federacy in 378 B. c., as a means of conciliating maritime allies 
was forgotten, now that she stood no longer in fear of Sparta. 
The same system of kleruchies, which had so much discredited 
her former empire, was again partially commenced. 1\Iany kle
ruchs, or lot-holders, were sent out to occupy lands both at Samos 
and in the Chersonese. These men were Athenian citizens, who 
still remained citizens of Athens even in their foreign domicile, 
and whose properties formed part of the taxable schedule of 
Athens. The particulars of this important measure are unknown 
to us. At Samos the emigrants must have been new men; for 
there had never been any kleruchs there bcfore.2 But in the 
Chersonese, the old Athenian proprietors, who had been expro
priated forty years before (or their descendants), doubtless now 
went back, and tried, with more or less of success, to regain their 

1 See Andokides de Pace, s. 15. · 
• That the Athenian occupation of Samos (doubtless only in part) by 

kleruchs, began in 366 or 365 B. c.,- is established by Diodorus, xviii, 8-18, 
when he mentions the restoration of the Samians forty-three years after
wards by the Macedonian Perdikkas. This is not inconsistent with the 
fact that additional detachments of klcruchs were sent out in 361 and in 
352 B. c., as mentioned by the Scholiast on A::schines cont. Timarch. p. 31 
c. 12; and by Philochorus, Fr. 131, ed. Didot. See the note of Wesseling; 
who questions the accuracy of the date in Diodorus. I dissent from his 
criticism, though he is supported both by Boeckh (Public Econ. of Athens, 
b. iii, p. 428) and by l\Ir. Clinton (F. II. ad ann. 352). I think it highly 
improbable that so long an interval should have elapsed between the cap
ture of the island and the sending of the kleruchs, or that this latter mea
sure, offensive as it was in the eyes of Greece, should have been first re
sorted to by Athens in 352 B. c., when she had been so much weakened 
both by the Social '\Var, and by the Progress of Philip. Strabo mentions 
two thousand kleruchs as having been sent to Samos. But whether he 
means the first batch alone, or altogether, we cannot say (Strabo xiv, p. 
638). The father of the philosopher Epiknrus was among these kleruchs; 
compare Diogen. Laert. x, I. 

Rehdantz (Vitre Iphicratis, Chabrire et Timothei, p. 127) seems to me 
to take a just view of the very difficult chronology of this period. 

Demosthenes mentions the property of the kleruchs, in his general review 
of the ways and means of Athens; in a speech delivered in Olym. 106, be
fore 352 B. c. (De Symmoriis, p. 182, s. 19). 

13* 
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previous lands ; reinforced by bands of new emigrants. And 
Timotheus, having once got footing at Sestus and Krithote, soon 
extended his acquisitions to Elmus and other places; whereby 
Athens was emboldened publicly to claim the whole Chersonese, 
or at least most part of it, as her own ancient possession, - from 
its extreme northern boundary at a line drawn across the isthmus 
north of Kardia, down to Elmus at its southern extremity.l 

This transfer of lands in Samos to Athenian proprietors, com
bined with the resumption of the Chersonese, appears to have 
excited a strong sensation throughout Greece, as a revival of 
ambitious tendencies on the part of Athens, and a manifest depart
ure from those disinterested professions which she had set forth in 
878 B. c. Even in the Athenian assembly, a citizen named Ky
dias pronounced an emphatic protest against the emigration of the 
kleruchs to Samos.ll However, obnoxious as the measure was to 
criticism, yet having been preceded by a conquering siege and the 
expulsion of many native proprietors, it does not seem to have 
involved Athens in so much real difficulty as the resumption of 
her old rights in the Chersonese. Not only did she here come 
into conflict with independent towns, like Kardia,3 which resisted 
her pretensions,- and with resident proprietors whom she was to 
aid her citizens in dispossessing, - but also with a new enemy, 
Kotys, king of Thrace. That prince, claiming the Chersonese as 
Thracian territory, was himself on the point of seizing Sestus, 
when Agesilaus or Ariobarzanes drove him away,4 to make room 
for Timotheus and the Athenians. 

It has been already mentioned, that Kotys,5 - the new Thracian 
enemy, but previously the friend and adopted citizen, of Athens, 
-was father-in-law of the Athenian general Iphikrates, whom 
he had enabled to establish and people the town and settlement 
called Drys, on the coast of Thrace. Iphikrates had been em
ployed by the Athenians for the last three or four years on the 
coasts of Macedonia and Chalkidike, and especially against Am

1 See Demosthenes, De Halonneso, p. 86, s. 40-42 ; JEschines De Fals. 
Legat. 264, s. 74. 

1 Aristotel. Rhetoric. ii, 8, 4. 
3 Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 677, s. 201; p. 679, s. 209. 

. 4 Xenophon, Enc. Agesil. ii, 26. · 
6 Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 660, s. 141. 

http:Samos.ll
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phipolis ; but he had neither taken the latter place, nor obtained 
(so far as we know) any other success; though he had incurred 
the expense for three years of a mercenary general named Chari
demus with a body of troops. How so unprofitable a result, on 
the part of an energetic man like Iphikrates, is to be explained, 
-we cannot tell. But it naturally placed him before the eyes of 
his countrymen in disadvantageous contrast with Timotheus, who 
had just acquired Samos and the Chersonese. An additional rea
son for mistrusting Iphikrates, too, was presented by the fact, that 
Athens was now at war with his father-in-law Kotys. Hence it 
was now resolved by the Athenians to recall him, and appoint 
Timotheus! to an extensive command, including Thrace and 
:Macedonia as well as the Chersonese. Perhaps party enmities 
between the two Athenian chiefs, with their respective friends, 
may have contributed to the change. As Iphikrates had been 
the accuser of Timotheus a few years before, so the latter may 
have seized this opportunity of retaliating.2 At all events the 
dismissed general conducted himself in such a manner as to justify 
the mistrust of his countrymen; taking part with his father-in-law 
Kotys in the war, and actually fighting against Athens.a He had 
got into his possession some hostages of Amphipolis, surrendered 
to him by Harpalus; which gave great hopes of extorting the 

1 Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 669, s. 174. 'E1moi) rov µev 'IqwcpaT1Jv 
arro11rpu1'1JYOV lrro1~11are, TiµOt'Jeov O' l:rr' 'Aµt/itrrOAlll l<aL Xtpp6v1111ov l~rntµ
..pare 11rpar11yi'w, etc. 

1 See Demosthen. cont. Timoth. p. ll87, IISS, s. 10-15. 
Timotheus swore and pledged himself publicly in the Athenian assembly, 

on one occasion, to prefer against Iphikrates a ypaqi~v ~eviar; but he never 
realized this engagement, and he even afterwards became so far reconciled 
with lphikratcs, as to give his daughter in marriage to the son of the latter 
(ibid. p. 1204, s. 78). 

To what precise date, or circumstance, this sworn engagement is to be 
referred, we cannot determine. Possibly the ypa'/J1/ ~tviar may refer to the 
connection of Iphikrates with Kotys, which might entail in some manner 
the forfeiture of his right of citizenship ; for it is difficult to understand 
how ypaqii) ~Eviar, in its usual sense (implying the negation of any original 
right of citizenship), could ever be preferred as a charge against Iphikrates; 
who not only performed all the active duties of a citizen, but served in the 
highest post, and received from the people distinguished honors. 

3 Demosthen. co~t. Aristokrat. p. 664, s. 153. ir6AµTJl1Ell vrrep TWIJ K6rvor 
rrpayµanw lvavTLa rolr i!µtrepotr 11rpar11yulr vavµaxeiv .• 
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surrender of the town. These hostages he had consigned to the 
custody of the mercenary general Charidemus, though a vote had 
been passed in the Athenian assembly that they should be sent to 
Athens.I As soon as the appointment of lphikrates was cancelled, 
Charidemus forthwith surrendered the hostages to the Amphi
politans themselves, thus depriving Athens of a -material advan
tage. And this was not all. Though Charidemus had been 
three years with his band in the service of Athens under lphi
krates, yet when the new general Timotheus wished to reengage 
him, he declined the proposition; conveying away his troops in 
Athenian transports, to enter into the pay of a decided enemy of 
Athens - Kotys ; and in conjunction with lphikrates himself.2 
He was subsequently coming by sea from Kardia to take service 
under her other enemies, Olynthus and Amphipolis, when he was 
captured by the Athenian fleet. Under these circumstances, he 
was again prevailed on to serve Athens. 

It was against these two cities, and to the general coast of 
Macedonia and the Chalkidic Thrace, that Timotheus devoted his 
first attention, postponing for the moment Kotys and the Cher
sonese. In this enterprise he found means to obtain the alliance 
of Macedonia, which had been hostile to his predecessor Iphi
krates. Ptolemy of Alorus, regent of that country, who had 
assassinated the preceding king, Alexander son of Amyntas, was 
himself assassinated (365 B. c.) by Perdikkas, brother of Alexan
der.3 Perdikkas, during the first year or two of his reign, seems to 
have been friendly and not hostile to Athens. He lent aid to 
Timotheus, who turned his force against Olynthus and other towns 
both in the Chalkidic Thrace and on the coast of Macedonia.4 
Probably the Olynthian confederacy may have been again acquir

• Demosth. cont. Aristokrat. P·. 669, s. 174-177. Respecting these hosta
ges, I can do nothing more than repeat the brief and obscure notice of De
mosthenes. Of the various conjectures proposed to illustrate it, none appear 
to me at all satisfactory. Who Harpalus was, I cannot presume to say. 

2 Demosthen. cont. Aristocrat. p. 669. s. 175. 
The orator refers to letters written by Iphikrates and Timotheus to the 

Athenian people, in support of these allegations. Unfortunately these let· 
· ters are not cited in substance. 

3 Diodorus, xv, 77; JEschines de Fals. Leg. p. 250. c. 14. 
4 Demosthenes (Olynth. 1, p. 21. s. 14) mentions the assistance of the 

Macedonians to Timotheus against Olynthus. Compare also his oration 
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ing strength during the years of recent Spartan humiliation ; so 
that Perdikkas now found his account in assisting Athens to sub
due or enfeeble it, just as his father Amyntas had invoked Sparta 
for the like purpose. Timotheus, with the assistance of Perdik
kas, was very successful in these parts; making himself master 
of Torone, Potidrea, Pydna, :Meth6ne, and various other places. 
As he mastered many of the Chalkidic towns allied with Olyn
thus, the means and adherents still retained by that city became 
so much diminished, that Timotheus is spoken of loosely as hav
ing conquered it.l Here, as at Samos, he obtained his successes 
not only without cost to Athens, but also (as we are told) without 
severities upon the allies, simply from the regular contributions of 
the Thracian confederates of Athens, assisted by the employment 
of a temporary coinage of base metal.2 Yet though Timotheus 
was thus victorious in and near the Thermaic Gulf, he was not 
more fortunate than his predecessor in his attempt to achieve that 
which Athens had most at heart, - the capture of Am phi polis ; 
although, by the accidental capture of Charidemus at sea, he was 
enabled again to enlist that chief with his band, whose services 
seem to have been gratefully appreciated at Athens.3 Timotheus 
first despatched Alkimachus, who was repulsed,-then landed 
himself and attacked the city. But the Amphipolitans, aided by 
the neighboring Thracians, in large numbers (and perhaps by the 
Thracian Kotys), made so strenuous a resistance, that he was 
forced to retire with loss; and even to burn some triremes, which, 
having been carried across to assail the city from the wide part of 

ad Philippi Epistolam (p. 154. s. 9). This can hardly allude to anything 
else than the war carried on by Timotheus on those coasts in 364 B. c. Seo 
also l'olyren. iii, IO, 14. 

' Diodor. xv, 81; Cornelius Nepos, Timoth. l ; Isokrates, Or. xv, (De 
Pennut.) s. 115-119; Deinarchus cont. Demosth. s. 14. cont. l'hilokl. s. 19. 

I give in the text what I apprehend to be the real truth contained in the 
large assertion of Isokrates,-XaAKiod~ aTfavra~ Karen:oldµr1a,-v (s. 119). 
The orator states that Timotheus acquired twenty-four cities in all; but 
this total probably comprises his conquests in other times as well as in 
other places. The expression of Nepos -" Olynthios hello subegit" is 
vague. 

2 Isokrates, l. c.; Aristotel. CEconomic. ii, 22; Polyren. iii, IO, 14. 
3 Deroosthen.-cont. Aristokrat. p. 669. s. 177. 



302 mSTORY OF GREECE. 

the river Strymon above, could not be brought off in the face of 
the enemy.l 

1 Polyrenus (iii, 10, 8) mentions this fact, which is explained by compar· 
ing (in Thucydides, vii, 9) the description of the attack made by the Athe· 
nian Euetion upon Amphipolis in 414 B. c. 

These ill-successes of Timotheus stand enumerated, as I conceive, hi 
that catalogue of nine defeats, which the Scholiast on JEschines (De Fals. 
Leg. p. 755, Rciske) specifics as having been undergone by Athens at the 
teITitory called Nine iVays ("Evvea 'Oool), the previous name of the spot 
where Amphipolis was built. They form the eighth and ninth items of the 
catalogue. 

The third item, is the capture of Amphipolis by Brasidas. The fourth 
is, the defeat of Kleon by Brasidas. Then come, 

5. ol tvotKovvre~ l:rr' 'Hiova 'A-&nvalot i;eA.6.-&ncrav. The only way in 
which I can make historical fact out of these words, is, by supposing that 
they allude to the driving in of all the out-resident Athenians to Athens, 
after the defeat of ..iEgospotami. We know from Thucydides that when 
Amphipolis was taken by Brasidas, many of the Athenians who were there 
settled retired to Eion ; where they probably remained until the close of the 
Peloponnesian war, and were then forced back to Athens. We should then 
have to construe ol lvotKoiivre, lrr' 'Hiova 'A-&nvaiot-" the Athenians resid· 
ing at Eion;" which, though not a usual sense of the preposition errl with 
an accusative case, seems the only definite meaning which can be made out 
here. 

6. ol µeril "1:.iµµi;r.ov crrparnyovvror Ote</>ffapncrav. 
7. ore IIpwroµaxor um'rvxev ('Aµ'f>t'lrOAlTWV abrovr rrapaoovrwv roz, 6µ6

pot, 8pq.;i, these last words are inserted by Bekker from a MS.). These 
two last-mentioned occurrences are altogether unknown. 'Ve may perhaps 
suppose them to refer to the period when Iphikrates was commanding the 
forces of Athens in these regions, from 368-365 n. c. 

8. EK'lrEµ</>>'h1r V'lrO Ttµoffiov 'A/..Kiµaxo, um'rvxev abrou, rrapaoovrwv ab
rovr 8pq.glv lrrl TtµoKparot•r 'AfffVTJCTIV upxovror. 

The word Tiµo{Hov is here inserted by Bekker from a MS., in place of 
Tiµocrffivovr, which appeared in Reiske's edition. 

9. Tiµ6ffenr lmcrrparevcrar firr~ffTJ l'lrl Ka/..aµiwvor. 
Here are two defeats of Timotheus specified, one in the archonship of 

Timokrates, which exactly coincides with the command of Timotheus in 
these regions (Midsummer 364 to Midsummer 363 B. c.). But the other 
archon Kalamion, is unknown in the Fasti of Athens. Winiewski (Com
ment. in Demosth. de Corona, p. 39 ), Bohnecke, and other comments· 
tors follow Corsini in representing Kalamion to be a corruption of Kalli• 
medes, who was archon from Midsummer 360--359 B. c.; and Mr. Clin· 
ton even inserts the fact in his tables for that year. But I agree with 
Rehdantz (Vit. Iph. Chab. et Tim. p. 153) that such an occurrence after 
Midsummer 360 B. c., can hardly be reconciled with the proceedings in the 
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Timotheus next turned his attention to the war against Koty& 
in Thrace, and to the defence of the newly-acquired Athenian 
possessions in the Chersonese, now menaced by the appearance of 
a new and unexpected enemy to Athens in the eastern waters of 
the lEgean,-a Theban fleet. 

I have already mentioned that in 366 B. c., Thebes had sus
tained great misfortunes in Thessaly. Pelopidas had been fraud
ulently seized and detained as prisoner by Alexander of Pherre; 
a Theban army had been sent to rescue him, but had been dishon
orably repulsed, and had only bee~ enabled to effect its retreat by 
the genius of' Epaminondas, then serving as a private, and called 
upon by the soldiers to take the command. Afterwards, Epami
nondas himself had been sent at the head of a second army to 
extricate his captive friend, which he had accomplished, but not 
without relinquishing Thessaly and leaving Alexander more pow
erful than ever. For a certain time after this defoat, the Thebans 
remained comparatively humbled and quiet. At length, the 
aggravated oppressions of the tyrant Alexander occasioned such 
suffering, and provoked such missions of complaint on the part of 
the Thessalians to Thebes, that Pelopidas, burning with ardor to 
revenge both his city and himself, prevailed on the Thebans to 
place him at the head of a fresh army for the purpose of invad. 
ing Thessaly.l 

At the same time, probably, the remarkable successes of the 
Athenians under Timotheus, at Samos and the Chersonese, had 
excited uneasiness throughout Greece, and jealousy on the part 
of the Thebans. Epaminondas ventured to propose to his coun
trymen that they should grapple with Athens on her own element, 

Chersonese before and after that period, as reported by Demosthenes in th~ 
Oration against .Aristokrates. 'Yithout being able to explain the mistake 
about the name of the archon, and without determining whether the real 
mistake may not consist in having placed errl in place of vrro, -I cannot 
but think that Timotheus underwent two repulses, one by his lieutenant, 
and another by himself, near Amphipolis, - both of them occurring in 364 
or the early part of 363 B. c. During great part of 363 B. c., the attention 
of Timotheus seems to have been turned to the Chersonese, Byzantium, 
Kotys, etc. 

My view of the chronology of this period agrees generally with that of 
Dr. Thirlwall (Hist. Gr. vol. v. ch. 42. p. 244-257 ). 

1 Plutarch, Pelopid, c. 31 ; Diodor. xv, so. 
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and compete for the headship of Greece not only on land but at 
sea. In fact the rescript brought down by Pelopidas from the 
Persian court sanctioned this pretension, by commanding Athens 
to lay up her ships of war, on pain of incurring the chastisement 
of the Great King; I a mandate, which she had so completely 
defied as to push her maritime efforts more energetically than 
before. Epaminondas employed all his eloquence to impress 
upon his countrymen, that, Sparta being now humbled, Athens 
was their actual and prominent enemy. He reminded them, 
in language such as had been'used by Brasidas in the early years 
of the Peloponnesian war, and by Hermokrates at Syracuse,2 
that men such as the Thebans, brave and trained soliliers on land, 
could soon acquire the like qualities on shipboard ; and that the 
Athenians themselves had once been mere landsmen, until the 
exigencies of the Persian war forced them to take to the sea.3 
"We must put down this haughty rival (he exhorted his country
men) ; we must transfer to our own citadel, the Kadmeia, those 
magnificent Propylrea which adorn the entrance of the acropolis 
at Athens." 4 

Such emphatic language, as it long lived in the hostile recol
lection of Athenian orators, so it excited at the moment extreme 
ardor on the part of the Theban hearers. They resolved to build 
and equip one hundred triremes, and to construct docks with ship
houses fit for the constant maintenance of such a number. Epami
nondas himself was named commander, to sail with the first fleet, 
as soon as it should be ready, to the Hellespont and the islands 
near Ionia; while invimtions were at the same time despatched 
to Rhodes, Chios, and Byzantium, encouraging them to prepare 
for breaking with Athens.5 Some opposition however was made 
in the assembly to the new undertaking; especially by :Meneklei
das, an opposition speaker, who, being frequent and severe in his 
criticisms upon the leading men such as Pelopidas and Epaminon

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 1, 36. • Thucyd. ii, Si; vii, 21. 

3 Diodor. xv, 78. 

4 lEschines, Fals. Leg. p. 276, c. 32, s. 111. 'Erra,utvwvoar, ovx vrrorrri/~ac 


TO 'TO>'V 'Afl11vafov uqiwµa, tirre otappfio11v lv T<,J rrli.i}fJet 'TWV 811/3afov, .,, oei: 
Ta Ti/~ 'Afl11vaiwv uKporro/i.ewr 1rporrvAata µereveyKeiv el, 'T~V Trpoaraa[av TqC 
Kaoµefor. 

6 Diodor. xv, 78, 79. 
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das, has been banded down by Nepos and Plutarch in odious col
ors. Demagogues like him, whose power resided in the public 
assembly, are commonly represented as if they had a natural 
interest in plunging their cities into war, in order that there might 
be more matter of accusation against the leading men. This 
representation is founded mainly on the picture which Thucydides 
gives of Kleon in the first half of the Peloponnesian war: I 
have endeavored in my sixth volume to show,t that it is not a fair 
estimate even of Kleon separately, much less of the demagogues 
generally, unwarlike men both in tastes and aptitudes. l\Iene
kleidas at Thebes, far from promoting warlike expeditions in order 
that he might denounce the generals when they came back, advo
cated the prudence of continued peace, and accused Epaminondas 
of involving his country in distant and dangerous schemes, with a 
view to emulate the glories of Agamemnon by sailing from Aulis 
in Breotia, as commander of an imposing fleet to make conquests 
in the Hellespont. "By the help of Thebes (replied Epaminon
das) I have already done more than Agamemnon. He, with 
the forces of Sparta and all Greece besides, was ten years in tak
ing a single city; while 1, with the single force of Thebes and at 
the single day of Leuktra, have crushed the power of the Aga
memnonian Sparta."2 ·while repelling the charge of personal 
motives, Epaminondas contended that peace would be equivalent 
to an abnegation of the headship of Greece; and that, if Thebes 
wished to maintain that ascendant station, she must keep her citi
zens in constant warlike training and action. 

To err with Epaminondas may be considered, by some readers, 
as better than being right with l\Ienekleidas. But on the main 
point of this debate, l\Ienekleidas appears to have been really 
right. For the general exhortations ascribed to Epaminondas 

1 See Vol. VI. Ch. liv. p. 4i5. 
1 Cornelius Ncpos, Epaminond. c. 5; Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. 25; Plu

tarch, De Sui Laude, p. 542 A. , 
Neither of these the authors appear to me to conceive rightly either the 

attack, or the reply, in which the name of Agamemnon is here brought for
ward. As I have given it in the text, there is a real foundation for the 
attack, and a real point in the reply ; as it appears in Cornelius Nepos, 
there is neither one nor the other. 

That the Spartans regarded themselves as having inherited the leader
ship of Greece from Agamemnon, may be seen by Herodotus, vii. 159. 

VOJ,. x. 20oc. 
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resemble but too closely those feverish stimulants, which Alkibi~ 
ades administered at Athens to wind up his countrymen for the 
fatal expedition against Syracuse.I If we should even grant his 
advice to be wise, in reference to land-warfare, we must recollect 
that he was here impelling Thebes into a new and untried mari
time career, for which she had neither aptitude nor facilities. To 
maintain ascendency on land alone, would require all her force, 
and perhaps prove too hard for her ; to maintain ascendency by 
land and sea at once would be still more impracticable. By 
grasping at both she would probably keep neither. Such consid
erations wan-ant us in suspecting, that the project of stretching 
across the ..iEgean for ultramarine dependencies was suggested to 
this great man not so much by a sound appreciation of the perma
nent interests of Thebes, as by jealousy of Athens, - especially 
since the recent conquests of Timotheus.2 

The project however was really executed, and a large Theban 
fleet under Epaminondas crossed the ..iEgean in 363 B. c. In the 
same year, apparently, Pelopidas marched into Thessaly, at the 
head of a Theban land-force, against Alexander of Pherre. ·what 
the fleet achieved, we are scarcely permitted to know. It appears 
that E paminondas visited Byzantium; and we are told that he drove 
off the Athenian guard-squadron under Laches, prevailing upon 
several of the allies of Athens to declare in his favor.3 Both he 

1 Thucyd. vi, 17, 18. 
• Plutarch (Philopmmen, c. 14) mentions that some authors represented 

Epaminondas as having consented unwillingly to this maritime expedition. 
He explains such reluctance by reference to the disparaging opinion ex· 
pressed by Plato about maritime service. But this opinion of Plato is 
founded upon reasons foreign to the character of Epaminondas; and it 
seems to me evident that the authors whom Ptutarch here followed, intro
duced the opinion only as an hypothesis to explain why so great a general 
on land as Epaminondas had accomplished so little at sea, when he took 
command of a fleet ; putting himself in a function for which he had little 
capacity, like Philopmmen (Plutarch, Rcipublic. Gerend. Prrecep. p. 812 E.). 

Bauch (in his tract, Epaminondas und Thcbens Kampf um die Hege
monic, Breslau, 1834, p. iO, 71) maintains that Epaminondas was con
strained against his own better judgment to undertake this maritime enter· 
prise. I cannot coincide in his opinion. The oracle which Bauch cites 
from Pausanias (viii, 11, 6) proves as little as the above extract from Plu
tarch. 

3 Isokrates, Or. v, (Philip.) s. 53 ; Diodor. xv, 78. lOia'" Ta'" 1TOAEt!: Toii; 
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and Timotheus appear to have been in these seas, if not at the 
same time, at least with no great interval of time between. Both 
were solicited by the oligarchy of the Pontic Herakleia against the 
people ; and both declined to furnish aid.I Timotheus is said to 
have liberated the besieged town of Kyzikus: by whom it was be
sieged, we do not certainly know, but probably by the Theban fieet.2 
Epaminondas brought back his fleet at the end of the year, without 
having gained any splendid victory, or acquired any tenable pos
session for Thebes ; yet not without weakening Athens, unsettling 
her hold upon her dependencies, and seconding indirectly the hos
tilities carried on by Kotys; insomuch that the Athenian affairs in 
the Chersonese and Thrace were much less prosperous in 362 B. c. 
than they had been in 364 B. c. Probably Epaminondas intended 
w return with his fleet in the next year (362 B. c.), and to push 
his maritime enterprises still farther ;3 but we shall find him im
peratively called elsewhere, to another and a fatal battle-field. 
And thus the first naval expedition of Thebes was likewise the last. 

:Meanwhile his friend and colleague Pelopidas had marched into 
Thessaly against the despot Alexander; who was now at the height 
of his power, holding in dependence a large portion of Thessaly 
together with the Phthiot Achreans and the :Magnetes, and having 
Athens as his ally. Nevertheless, so revolting had been his cruel
ties, and so numerous were the malcontents who had :>ent to invite 
aid from Thebes, that Pelopidas did not despair of overpowering 
him. Nor was he daunted even by an eclipse of the sun, which is 
said to have occurred just as he was commencing his march, nor 
by the gloomy warnings which the prophets founded upon it; 
though this event intimidated many of his fellow-citizens, so that 
his force was rendered less numerous as well as less confident. 
Arriving at Pharsalus, and strengthening himself by the junction 
of his Thessalian allies, he found Alexander approaching to meet 
him at the head of a well-appointed mercenary force, greatly supe
rior in number. The two chiefs contended who should occupy first 
the hills called Kynos Kephalre, or the Dog's Heads. Pelopidas 

011(3aiot~ t7roi11~ev. I do not feel assured that these general words apply 
to Chios, Rhodes, and Byzantium, which had before been mentioned. 

1 Justin, xvi, 4. 
1 Diodor. xv, 81 ; Come!. Nepos, Timotheus, c. 1. 
a Diodor. xv, 79. 
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arrived there first with his cavalry, beat the cavalry of the enemy,. 
and pursued them to some disUtl1ce ; but he thus left the hills open 
to be occupied by the numerous infantry of the enemy, while his 
own infantry, coming up later, were repulsed with loss in their at
tempt to carry the position. Thus unpromising did the battle 
appear, when Pelopidas returned from the pursuit. Ordering his 
victorious cavalry to charge the infantry on the Lill in flank, he 
immediately dismounted, seized his shield, and put himself at the 
head of his own discouraged infantry, whom he again led up the 
hill to attack the position. His presence infused so much fresh 
ardor, that his troops, in spite of being twice repulsed, succeeded 
in a third attempt to drive the enemy from the summit of the hill. 
Thus master of the hill, Pelopidas saw before him the whole army 
of the enemy, retiring in some disorder, though not yet beaten ; 
while Alexander in person was on the right wing, exerting himself 
to rally and encourage them. When Pelopidas beheld, as it were 
within his reach, this detested enemy, - whose treacherous arrest 
and dungeon he had himself experienced, and whose cruelties filled 
every one's mouth, - he was seized with a transport of rage and 
madness, like Cyrus the younger on the field of Kunaxa at the sight 
of his brother Artaxerxes. "Without thinking of his duties as a 
general, or even looking to see by whom he was followed, he rushed 
impetuously forward, with loud cries and challenges to Alexander 
to come forth and fight. The latter, declining the challenge, re
tired among his guards, into the midst of whom Pelopidas plunged, 
with the few who followed him; and there, while fighting with 
desperate bravery, met his death. So rapidly had this rash pro
ceeding been consummated, that Lis army behind did not at first 
perceive it. But they presently hastened forward to rescue or 
avenge him, vigorously charged the troops of Alexander, and put 
them to flight with severe loss.l 

Yet this victory, though important to the Thebans, and still more 
important to the Thessalians, was to both of them robbed of all its 
sensible value by the death of Pelopidas. The demonstrations of 
grief throughout the army were unbounded and universal. The 
soldiers yet warm from their victory, the wounded men with wounds 
yet untended, flocked around the corpse, piling up near to it as a 

1 For the description of this 'memorable scene, see Plutarch, Pelopidas, 
c. 31, 32; Diodor. xv, 80, 81 ; Corne!. Nepos. Pelopid. c. 5. 



DEATH OF PELOPIDAS. '809 

trophy the arms of the slain enemies. :Many, refusing either to 
·kindle fire, or to touch their evening meal, testified their afiliction 
by cutting off their own hair as well as the manes of their horses. 
The Thessalian cities vied with each other in tokens of affection
'ate respect, and obtained from the Thebans permission to take the 
chief share in his funeral, as their lost guardian and protector. At 
Thebes, the emotion was no less strikingly manifested. Endeared 
to his counp-ymen first as the head of that devoted handfol of ex
iles who braved every peril to rescue the city from the Lacedremo

'nians, Pelopidas had been reelected without interruption to the 
annual office ofBreotarch during all the years that had since elapsedl 
(378-364 B. c.). He had taken a leading part in all their strug
gles, and all their glories ; he had been foremost to cheer them in 
the hour of despondency; he had lent himself, with the wisdom of 
a patriot and the generosity of a friend, to second the guiding 
ascendency of Epaminondas, and his moderation of dealing toward8 
conquered enemies.2 

All that Thebes could do, was, to avenge the death of Pelopidas. 
The Theban generals, l\falkitas and Diogeiton,3 conducted a pow

1 Diodor. xv, 81. Plutarch (Pclop. c. 34) states substantially the same. 

1 Plutarch, Compar. Pelopid. and Marcell. c. 1. 

3 · Diodor. (xv, 78) places in one and the same year both, -1. The marl· 


time project of Epaminondas, including his recommendation of it, the 
equipment of the fleet, and the actual expedition. 2. The expedition of 
Pelopidas into Thessaly, with its immediate consequences. --He men· 
tions the former of the two first, but he places both in the first year of Olym· 
piad 104, the year in which Timokrates was archon at Athens; that is, 
from Midsummer 364 to Midsummer 363 n. c. He passes immediately 
from the maritime expedition into an allusion to the battle of Mantinea, 
which (he says) proved fatal to Epaminondas and hindered him from fol
lowing up his ideas of maritime activity. 

The battle of l\Iantinea took place in June or July 362 n. c. The marl· 
time expedition, immediately preceding that battle, would therefore natu
rally take place in the summer of 363 n. c; the year 364 n. c. having been 
occupied in the requisite naval equipments. 

I incline to think that the march of Pclopidas into Thessaly also took place 
during 353 n. c., and that his death thus occurrell while Epaminondas was 
absent on ship-board. A probable reason is thus supplied why the secoll<l 
Thcban army which went to avenge l'clopidas, was commanded, not hy hj~ 
friend and coileague Epaminondas, but by other generals. Had Epaminon· 
das been then at home, this would hardly have been. 

The eclipse of the sun, which both Plutarch and Diodorus mention to 
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erful force of seven thousand hoplites into Thessaly, and put them
selves at the head of their partisans in that country. With this 
united army, they pressed Alexander hard, completely worsted him, 
and reduced him to submit to their own terms. He was compelled 
to relinquish all his dependencies in Thessaly; to confine himself 
to Pherre, with its territory near the Gulf of Pagasre ; and to 
swear adherence to Thebes as a leader. All Thessaly, together 
with the Phthiot Achooans and the l\Iagnetes, became annexed to 
the headship of the Thebans, who thus acquired greate:ascendency 
in Northern Greece than they had ever enjoyed before.I The 
power of Alexander was effectually put down on land ; but he still 
continued both powerful and predatory at sea, as will be seen in 
the ensuing year. 

have immediately preceded the out-march of Pelopidas, does not seem to 
have been as yet certainly identified. Dodwell, on the authority of an as
tronomical friend, places it on the 13th of June, 364 B. c., at five o'clock in 
the morning. On the other hand, Calvisius places it on the 13th of July in 
the same ,Julian year, at a quarter before eleven o'clock in the day (see 
L'Art de Verifier !cs Dates, tom. i, p. 257). ·we may remark, that the day 
named by Dodwell (as he himself admits) would not fall within the Olym
pic year 364-363 B. c., but during the months preceding the commencement 
of that year. Moreover Dodwell speaks as if there were no other months 
in the year, except June, July, and August, fit for military expeditions; an 
hypothesis not reasonable to admit. 

Sievers and Dr. Thirlwall both accept the eclipse mentioned by Dodwell, 
as marking the time when the expedition of Pelopidas commenced-June 
364 B. c. But against this, Mr. Clinton takes no notice of it in his tables; 
which seems to show that he was not satisfied as to the exactness of Dod
well's statement or the chronological identity. If it should turn out, on 
farther astronomical calculations, that there occurred no eclipse of the sun 
in the year 363 B. c., visible at Thebes, - I should then fix upon the eclipse 
mentioned by Calvisius {13 July 364 B. c.) ns identifying the time of the 
expedition of Pelopidas ; which would, on that supposition, precede by 
eight or nine months the commencement of the transmarine cruise of Epa
minondas. The eclipse mentioned by Calvisius is preferable to that men
tioned by Dodwell, because it falls within the Olympic year indicated by 
Diodorus. 

But it appears to me that farther astronomical information is here re
quired. 

1 Plutarch, Pelopid. c. 35. 
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CHAPTER LXXX. 

1''RO.M THE DEATH OF PELOPIDAS TO THE BATTLE OF MANTINEA. 

IT was during this period, - while Epaminondas was absent 
with the fleet, and while Pelopidas was engaged in that Thessalian 
campaign from whence he never returned, - that the Thebans 
destroyed Orchomenus. That city, the second in the Breotian 
federation, had always been disaffected towards Thebes; and the 
absence of the two great leaders, as well as of a large Theban force 
in Thessaly, seems to have been regarded by the Orchomenian 
Knights or Horsemen (the first and richest among the citizens, 
three hundred in number) as a favorable moment for attack. 
Some Theban exiles took part in this scheme, with a view to over
throw the existing government ; and a day, appointed for a mili
tary review near Thebes, was fixed for execution. A large num
ber of conspirators joined, with apparent ardor. But before the day 
arrived, several of them repented and betrayed the plot to the Bre
otarchs ; upon which the Orchomenian horsemen were seized, 
brought before the Theban assembly, condemned to death, and 
executed. But besides this, the resolution was taken to destroy 
the town, to kill the male adults, and to sell the women and chil
dren into slavery.I This barbarous decree was executed, though 
probably a certain fraction found means to escape, forming the ker
nel of that population which was afterwards restored. The full 
measure of ancient Theban hatred was thus satiated ; a hatred, 
tracing its origin even to those mythical times when Thebes was 
said to have paid tribute to Orchomenus. But the erasure of this 
venerable city from the list of autonomous units in Hellas, with the 
wholesale execution and sale of so many free kinsmen into slavery, 
excited strong ><ympathy throughout the neighbors, as well as re
pugnance against Theban cruelty ;2 a sentiment probably aggra

1 Diodor. xv, 7~. 
2 See the sentiment expressed by Demosthenes cont. Leptinem, p. 489, s. 

121, -an oration delivered in 355 B. c.; eight years after the destruction of 
Orchomenus. 
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vated by the fact, which we must presume to have been concur
rent, - that the Thebans appropriated the territory among their 
own citizens. It would seem that the neighboring town of Koro
neia shared the same fate; at least the two are afterwards spoken 
of together in such manner as to make us suppose so.I . Thebes 
thus absorbed into herself these two towns and territories to the 
north of her own city, as well as Platrea and Thespire to the south. 
· "\Ve must recollect that during the supremacy of Sparta and 
the period of Theban struggle and humiliation, before the battle 
of Leuktra, Orchomenus had actively embraced the Spartan 
cause. Shortly after that victory, the Thebans had been anxious 
under their first impulse of resentment to destroy the city, but had 
been restrained by the lenient recommendations of Epaminondas.!l 
All their half-suppressed wrath was revived by the conspiracy of 
·the Orchomenian Knights; yet the extreme severity of the pro
ceeding would never have been consummated, but for the absence 
.of Epaminondas, who was deeply chagrined on his return.3 He 
well knew the bitter censures which Thebes would draw upon 
herself by punishing the entire city for the conspiracy of the 
wealthy Knights, and in a manner even more rigorous than Pla
trea and Thespire ; since the inhabitants of these two latter were 
·expelled with their families out of Breotia, while the Orchome

1 Demos th. De Pace, p. 62, s. 21 ; Philippic. II, p. 69, s. 13; s. 15; Fals, 
·Leg.p.375,s. 122; p.387,s. 162; p.445, s.3i3. 

s Diodor. xv, 57. 
3 Pausau. ix, 15, 2. 
Diodorus places in the same year all the three facts: - 1. The maritime 

_expedition of Epaminondas. 2. The expedition of Pelopidas into Thessaly, 
his death, and the following Thcban victories over Alexander of Pherre. 
The conspiracy of the Orchomcnian Knights, and the destruction of Or
chomenus. 

The year in which he places them is, the archonship of Timokrates, 
from Midsummer 364 to Midsummer 363 n. c. 

That the destruction of Orchomeuus occurred during the absence of Epa.
. minondas, and that he was greatly distressed at it on his return,-is dis
tinctly stated by Pausanias; who however is (in my judgment) so for mis
taken, that he refers the absence of Epaminondas to that previous occasion 
when he had gone into Thessaly to rescue Pelopidas from the dungeon of 
Alexander, 366 B. c. 

This date is not so probable as the date assigned by Diodorus ; nor do 
the chronological conceptions of Pausanias seem to me exact. 
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nian male adults were slain, and the women and children sold into 
slavery. / 

On returning from his maritime expedition at the end of 363 
B. c., Epaminondas was reelected one of the Breotarchs. He had 
probably intended to renew his cruise during the coming year. 
But his chagrin for the Orchomenian affair, and his grief for the 
death of Pelopidas, - an intimate friend, as well as a political 
colleague whom he could trust, - might deter him from a second 
absence; while the affairs of Peloponnesus also were now becom
ing so complicated, as to render the necessity of renewed Theban 
interference again probable. 

Since the peace concluded in 366 n. c. with Corinth, Phlius, 
etc., Thebes had sent no army into that peninsula; though her 
harmost and garrison still continued at Tegea, perhaps at Mega
lopolis and :J\Iessene also. The Arcadians, jealous of her as well 
as disunited among themselves, had even gone so far as to con
tract an alliance with her enemy Athe11s. The main conflict 
however now was, between the Arcadians and the Eleians, respect
ing the possession of Triphylia and the Pisatid. The Eleians 
about this time (365 B. c.) came into alliance again with Sparta,1 
relinquishing their alliance with Thebes; while the Achreans, 
having come into vigorous co0peration with Sparta2 ever since 
367 n. c. (by reaction against the Thebans, who, reserving the 
judicious and moderate policy of Eparninondas, violently changed 
the Achrean governments), allied themselves with Elis also, in or 
before 365 B. c.3 And thus Sparta, though robbed by the pacifi
cation of 366 n. c. of the aid of Corinth, Phlius, Epidaurus, etc., 
had now acquired in exchange Elis and Achaia,- confederates 
not less valuable. 

Triphylia, the territory touching the western coast of Pelopon
nesus, immediately north of the river Neda,-and the Pisatid 
(including the lower course of the river Alpheius and the plain 
of Olympia), immediately north of Triphylia,- both of them 
between :J\Iessenia and Elis, - had been in former times conquer:
ed and long held by the Eleians, but always as discontented sub
jects. Sparta, in the days of her unquestioned supremacy, had 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 19. • Xen. Hellen. vii, 1, 43. 
3 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 17. 
VOL. X. 
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found it politic to vindicate their independence, and had compelled 
the Eleians, after a war of two or three years, to renounce form
ally all dominion over them.I No sooner, however, had the bat
tle of Leuktra disarmed Sparta, than the Eleians reclaimed their 
lost dominion; 2 while the subjects on their side found new protec
tors in the Arcadiaus, and were even admitted, under pretence of 
kindred race, into the Pan-Arcadian confederacy.a The Persian 
rescript brought down by Pelopidas (367-366 B. c.) seems to 
have reversed this arrangement, recognizing the imperial rights 
of the Eleians.4 But as the Arcadians had repudiated the rescript, 
it remained for the Eleians to enforce their imperial rights by 
arms, if they could. They found Sparta in the same interest as 
themselves; not only equally hostile to the Arcadians, but also 
complaining that she had been robbed of Messene, as they com
plained of the loss of Triphylia. Sparta had just gained a slight 
advantage over the Arcadians, in the recapture of Sellasia ; chiefly 
through the aid of a Syracusan reinforcement of twelve triremes, 
sent to them by the younger Dionysius, but with orders speedily 
to return.s 

Besides the imperial claims over Triphylia and the Pisatid, 
which thus placed Elis in alliance with Sparta and in conflict with 
Arcadia,-there was also a territory lying north of the Alpheius 
(on the hilly ground forming the western or Eleian side of l\Iount 
Erymaiftlms, between Elis and the north-western portion of Arca
dia), which included Lasion and the highland townships called 
Akroreii, and which was disputed between Elis and Arcadia. At 
this moment, it was included as a portion of the Pan-Arcadian 
aggregate ; 6 but the Eleians, claiming it as their own and suddenly 
marching in along with a body of Arcadian exiles, seized and 
occupied Lasion as well as some of the neighboring Akroreii. 
The Arcadians were not slow in avenging the affront. A body 
of their Pan-Arcadian militia called the epariti, collected from 
the various cities and districts, marched to Lasion, defeated the 
Eleian hoplites with considerable loss both of men and arms, and 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 30, 31. 2 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 2. 
3 Xen. Hellen. vii, 2, 26. ' Xen. Hellen. vii, 1, 38. 
6 Xen. llellen. vii, 4, 12. 
8 It had been tnken from Elis by Agis, at the peace of 399 B. c. after his 

victorious war (Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 31 ). 
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drove them out of the district. The victors recovered both La
sion and all the Akroreii, except Thraustus; after which they 
proceeded to the sacred ground of Olympia, and took formal pos
session of it, planting a garrison, protected by a regular stockaded 
circle, oh the hill called Kronion. Having made good this posi
tion, they marched on even to the city of Elis itself, which was 
unfortified (though it had a tenable acropolis), so that they were 
enabled to enter it, finding no resistance until they reached the 
agora. Here they found mustered the Eleian horsemen and the 
chosen hoplites, who repulsed them with some loss. But Elis 
was in great consternation; while a democratical opposiiiion now 
manifested itself :t,,CJUinst the ruling oligarchy, - seizing the acro
polis in hopes of admitting the Arcadians. The bravery of the 
horsemen and hoplites, however, put down this internal movement, 
recovered the acropolis, and forced the malcontents, to the number 
of four hundred, to evacuate the city. Thus expelled, the latter 
seized and established themselves at Pylus (in the Eleian terri
tory, about nine miles from Elis towards the Arcadian border•), 
where they were reinforced not only by a body of Arcadians, but 
also by many of their partisans who came from the city to join 
them. From this fortified post, planted in the country like Deke
leia in Attica, they carried on harassing war against the Eleians 
in the city, and reduced them after some time to great straits. There 
were even hopes of compelling the city to surrender, and a fresh 
invasion of the Arcadians was invited to complete the enterprise. 
The Eleians were only rescued by a reinforcement from their 
allies in Achaia, who carne in large force and placed the city in 
safety; so that the Arcadians could do nothing more than lay 
waste the territory around.2 

Retiring on this occasion, the Arcadians renewed their invasion 
not long afterwards; their garrison still occupying Olympia, and 
the exiles continuing at Pylus. They now marched all across 
the country, even approaching Kyllene, the harbor of Elis on the 
western sea. Between the harbor and the city, the Eleians ven
tured to attack them, but were defeated with such loss, that their 
general Andromachus (who had prompted the attack) .fe.ll upon 
his sword in despair. The distress of the Eleians became greater 

1 Pausauias, vi, 22, 3. i Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 13-18; Diodor. xv, 77. 



316 IIISTORY OF GREECE. 

than ever. In hopes of drawing off the Arcadian invaders, they 
sent an envoy to Sparta, entreating that the Lacedremonians 
would make a diversion on their side of Arcadia. Accordingly, 
the Spartan prince Archidamus (son of king Agesilaus ), invading 
the south-western portion of Arcadia, occupied a hill-town or post 
called Kromnus (seemingly in the territory of l\Iegalopolis, and 
cutting off the communication between that city and l\lessene), 
which he fortified and garrisoned with about two hundred Spar
tans and Perireki. The effect which the Eleians contemplated 
was produced. The Arcadian army (except the garrison of 
Olympia) being withdrawn home, they had leisure to act against 
Pylus. The Pylian exiles had recently made an abortive attempt 
upon Thalamre, on their return from which they were overtaken 
and worsted by the Eleians, with severe loss in killed, and two 
hundred of their number ultimately made prisoners. .Among 
these latter, all the Eleian exiles were at once put to death; all 
the remainder sold for slaves.I 

l\leanwhile the main Arcadian force, which had returned from 
Elis, was joined by allies, -Thebans,2 Argeians, and l\lessenians, 
- and marched at once to Kromnus. They there blocked up the 
Lacedremonian garrison by a double palisade carried all around, 
which they kept a numerous force to occupy. In vain did Archi
damus attempt to draw them off, by carrying his devastations into 
the Skiritis and other portions of Arcadia; for the Skiritre, in 
former days dependents of Sparta and among the most valuable 
constituents of the Lacedremonian armies,3 had now become inde
pendent Arcadians. The blockade was still continued without 
interruption. Archidamus next tried to get possession of a hill
top which commanded the Arcadian position. But in marching 
along the road up, he encountered the enemy in great force, and 
was repubed with some loss ; himself being thrust through the 
thigh with a spear, and his relatives Polyrenidas and Chilon slain.4 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 26. 
• Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 27. 
The Thcbans who are here mentioned must have been soldiers in garri· 

son at Tegea, ~fcgnlopolis, or Mcsscne. No fresh Theban troops had come 
into Peloponnesus. 

3 Thucyd. v, 68 ; Xen. Rep. Laced. xii, 3 ; xiii, 6. 
4 The seizure of Kromnns by the Lacedremonians, and the wound re

ceived by Archidamus, are alluded to by Justin, vi, 6. 
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The Lacedremonian troops retreated for some space into a wider 
breadth of ground, where they were again formed in battle order, 
yet greatly discouraged both by the repulse and by the communi
cation of the names of the slain, who were among the most dis
tinguished soltliers of Sparta. The Arcadians on the contrary 
were advancing to the charge in high spirits, when an ancient 
Spartan, stepping forth from the ranks, shouted with a loud voice 
"What need to fight, gentlemen? Is it not better to conclude a 
truce and separate?" Both armies accepted the proposition joy
fully. The truce was concluded; the Lacedremonians took up 
their dead and retired : the Arcadians also retreated to the spot 
where they had gained their advantage, and .. there erected their 
trophy.I 

Under the graphic description here given by Xenophon, seems 
to be concealed a defeat of the Lacedremonians more serious than 
he likes to enunciate. The Arcadians completely gained their point, 
by continuing the blockade without interruption. One more attempt 
was made by the Lacedremonians for the relief of their countrymen. 
Suddenly assailing the palisade at night, they succeeded in mas
tering the portion of it guarded by the Argeians.2 They broke down 
an opening, and called to the besieged to hasten out. But the relief 
had come unexpected, so that only a few of those near at hand could 
profit by it to escape. The Arcadians, hurrying to the spot in largt 
force, drove off the assailants antl reenclosed the besieged, who wer( 
soon compelled to surrender for want of provisions. l\Iore than a 
hundred prisoners, Spartans antl Perireki together, were distributed 
among the captors, - Argeians, Thebans, Arcadians, and l\fesse
nians, - one share to each.a Sixty years before, the capture of 
two hundred and twenty Spartans and Lacedremonians in Sphak
teria, by Kleon and Demosthenes, had excited the extreme of in
cretlulous wonder throughout all Greece; emphatically noted by 
the impartial Thucydides.4 Now, not a trace of such sentiment 
appears, even in the philo-Laconian Xenophon. So sadly had 
Spartan glory declined! 

Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 20-25. 'ilr oe, 7rA1/crtov OVTCJV, t'wa{Joi;crar Ttf TWV 
7rpecr{3vrtpwv et7re-Ti oeZ f;µar, wU.Voper, µuxecr{}at, aA.A.' ob cr7retcraµivovt; 
otaA.v{}ijvat; ucrµevot oi) aµtp6repot luwfoavrer, lcr7reicravro. . 

• Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 27. The conjecture of Palmerius,  ron Kara roi>t; 
'Apyefovr,-seems here just and necessary. 

3 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 27. ' Thucyd. iv, 40. 

I 
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Having thus put an end to the Spartan attack, the Arcadians 
resumed their aggression against Elis, in conjunction with a new 
project of considerable moment. It was now the spring immedi
ately preceding the celebration of the great quadrennial Olympic 
festival, which came about midsummer. The presidency over this 
sacred ceremony had long been the cherished privilege of the Elei
ans, who had acquired it when they conquered the Pisatans - the 
inhabitants of the region immediately around Olympia, and the 
first curators of the festival in its most primitive state. These 
Pisatans, always reluctant subjects of Elis, had never lost the 
conviction that the presidency of the festival belonged to them of 
right; and had entreated Sparta to restore to them their right, 
thirty-five years before, when Agis as conqueror imposed terms of 
peace upon the Eleians.1 Their request had been then declined, 
on the ground that they were too poor and rude to do worthy honor 
to the ceremony. But on now renewing it, they found the Arcadians 
more compliant than the Spartans had been. The Arcadian gar
rison, which had occupied the sacred plain of Olympia for more 
than a year, being strongly reinforced, preparation was made for 
celebrating the fetival by the Pisatans under Arcadian protection.2 
The Grecian states would receive with surprise, on this occasion, 
two distinct notices from official heralds, announcing to them the 
commencement of the hieromenia or sacred season, and the pre
cise day when the ceremonies would begin: for doubtless the 
Eleians, though expelled by force from Olympia, still asserted their 
rights and sent round their notices as usual. 

It was evident that this memorable plain, consecrated as it was 
to Hellenic brotherhood and communion, would on the present occa
sion be dishonored by dispute and perhaps by bloodshed : for the 
Arcadians summoned to the spot, besides their own military 
strength, a considerable body of allies: two thousand hoplites from 
Argos, and four hundred horsemen from Athens. So imposing a 
force being considered sufficient to deter the unwarlike Eleians 
from any idea of asserting their rights by arms, the Arcadians and 
Pisatans began the festival with its ordinary routine of sacrifice 
and matches. Having gone through the chariot-race, they entered 
upon the pentathlon, or quintuple contest, wherein the running

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 31. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 2, 29. Compare Pausanias, vi, 22, 2. 
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match and the wrestling-match came first in order. The running
match had already been completed, and those who had been suc
cessful enough in it to go on contending for the prize in the other 
four points, had begun to wrestle in the space between the stadium 
and the great altar,1 -when suddenly the Eleians were seen en
tering the sacred ground in arms, accompanied by their allies the 
Achreans, and marching up to the opposite bank of the little river 
Kladeus, - which flowed at a little distance to the westward of the 
Altis, or interior enclosed precinct of Zeus, falling afterwards into 
the Alpheius. Upon this the Arcadians drew up in armed order, 
on their own side of the Kladeus, to resist the farther approach 
of the Eleians.ll The latter, with a boldness for which no one gave 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 29. Kat TTJV µev ltrtroclpoµiav ~01J l:tretrot~Keaav, Kai T<l 
clpoµtKil. Toii trevTui')A.ov· ol cl' ek truA1JV arp1Koµevo1 ovK iTt l:v Ti;J clpoµfi', 
a!.!.il. µeTai;i> roii op6µov Kai roii {3wµoii trruA.awv. 0 [ yap 'HA.elot trapfJ
aav fio7J, etc. 

Diodorus erroneously represents (xv, 78) the occurrence as if the Eleians 
had been engaged in celebrating the festival, and as if the Pisatans and 
Arcadians had marched up and attacked them while doing so. The Ele
ians were really the assailants. 

2 Hen. Hellen. l. c. Ol yup 'HA.eiot trap~aav cri!v Toir; O'ITAOlf: el r; T il Te
µ e v or;. Oi cle 'ApKucler; trop(iwTipw µev ovK atr~VT7Jaav, ttri oe roii KA.aouov 
'frOTuµov traptT<z~aVTO, or; trapa TTJV •AA.rtv KaTa(i(>iwv ek TOV •Al.<f>etov lµ{3uA.
Aet. Kat µ7/v 0 l 'H At i 0 L TU 'fr 1 i')uTep a TO ii 'frO Tuµov 1rapeTaE
a VT 0, aqiay1arruµevot Oe evi')iJr; l;rwpovv. 

The Teµevo~ must here be distinguished from the Altis ; as meaning the 
entire breadth of consecrated ground at Olympia, of which the Altis formed 
a smaller interior portion enclosed with a wall. The Eleiaus entered into 
the Tiµevor; before they crossed the river Kladeus, which flowed tliro11gh the 
riµevor;, but alongside of the Altis. The tomb of <Enomaus, which was 
doubtless included in the riµevor;, was on the right bank of the Kladeus 
(Pausan. vi, 21, 3); while the Altis was on the left bank of the river. 

Colonel Leake (in his Pcloponncsiaca, pp. 6, 107) has give a copious and 
instructive exposition of the ground of Olympia, as well as of the notices 
left by Pausanias respecting it. Unfortunately, little can be made out cer
tainly, except the position of the great temple of Zeus in the Altis. Nei
ther the positions assigned to the various buildings, the Stadion, or the 
Hippodrome, by Colonel Leake,-nor those proposed by Kiepert in the 
plan comprised in his maps - nor by Ernst Curtins, in the Plan annexed 
to his recent Dissertation called Olympia (Berlin, 1852)-rest upon very 
sufficient evidence. Perhaps future excavations may hereafter reveal much 
that is now unknown. 

http:trevTui')A.ov
http:Eleians.ll
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them credit, forded the rivulet, headed by Stratolas with his cho
sen band of three hundred, and vigorously charged first the Arca
dians, next the Argeians; both of whom were defeated and driven 
back. The victorious Eleians forced their way into the Altis, and 
pressed forward to reach the great altar. But at every step of their 
advance the resistance became stronger, aided as it was by nume
rous buildings, - the senate-house, the temple of Zeus, and various 
porticos, - which both deranged their ranks, and furnished excel
lent p08itions of defence for darters and archers on the roofs. 
Stratolas was here slain; while his troops, driven out of the sacred 
ground, were compelled to recross the Kladeus. The festival was 
then resumed and prosecuted in its usual order. But the Arcadi
ans were so afraid of a renewed attack on the following day, that 
they not only occupied the roofs of all the buildings more com
pletely than before, but passed the night in erecting a palisade of 
defence ; tearing down for that purpose the temporary booths 
which had been carefully put up to accommodate the crowd of visi
tors.I Such precautions rendered the place unassailable, so that 
the Eleians were obliged to return home on the next day ; not 
without sympathy and admiration among many of the Greeks, for 
the unwonted boldness which they had displayed. They revenged 
themselves by pronouncing the 10-.lth Olympiad to be no Olympiad 
at all, and by registering it as such in their catalogue, when they 
regained power; preserving however the names of those who had 
been proclaimed victors, which appeared in the lists like the rest.2 

Such was the unholy combat which dishonored the sanctuary of 
Pan-hellenic brotherhood, and in which the great temple, with its 
enthroned inmate the majestic Zeus of Pheidias, was for the first 
time turned into a fortress against its habitual presiucnts the Ele
ians. It 'Was a combat wherein, though both Thebes and Sparta, 
the competing leaders of Greece, stand clear, Athens as well as 
most of the Peloponnesian chief states were implicated. It had 
been brought on by the rapacious ambition of the Arcadians, and 
its result seemed to confirm them, under color of Pisatan presi-

I cannot agree with Colonel Lenke however in supposing that Pisa was 
at any ti me a city, and afterwards deserted. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 32. i:Jure ovd' avrnafoavro Ti/r vvnor EICK071'TOVT~ 
Ta diarrrnov11µiva aK11vwµam, etc. 

' Diodor. xv, :'8; Pausanias, v~ 8, 2. 
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dency, in the· permanent mastery of Olympia. But in spite of such 
appar~nt promise, it was an event which carried in itself the seeds 
of violent reaction. We cannot doubt that the crowd of Grecian 
spectators present were not merely annoyed by the interruption 
of the proceedings and by the demolition of their tents, but also 
deeply shocked by the outrage to the sacred ground,-" immincn
tium templorum religio."l l\Iost of them probably believed the 
Eleians to be the rightful presidents, having never either seen or 
heard of any one else in that capacity. And they could hardly help 
feeling strong sympathy for the unexpected courage of these dis
possessed presidents; which appeared so striking to Xenophon 
(himself perhaps a spectator) that he ascribes it to a special inspi
ration of the gods.2 

If they disapproved of the conduct of the Arcadians and Pisa tans 
as an unjust intrusion, they would disapprove yet more of that 
spoliation of the rich temples at Olympia, whereby the intruders 
rewarded themselves. The Arcadians, always on the look-out for 
plunder and pay as mercenary soldiers, found themselves sup
plied with both, in abundant measure, from this war: the one 
from the farms, the stock, and the field-laborers, of the Eleian 
neighborhood generally, niore plentiful than in any part of Pelo
ponnesus ;3 the other from the ample accumulation, both of money 
and of precious offerings, distributed over the numerous temples 
at Olympia. The Pisatans, now installed as administrators, would 
readily consent to appropriate these treasures to the pay of their 
own defenders, whom they doubtless considered as acting in the 
service of the Olympian Zeus. Accordingly the Epariti, the militia 
of joint Arcadia, were better paid than ever they had been before, 
so that the service attracted numerous volunteers of the poorer 
class.4 

1 Tacitus, Hist. i, 40. He is describing the murder of Galba in the Fo· 
mm at Home, by the Othonian soldiers: 

" Igitur milites Homani, quasi Vologesen ant Pacorum avito Arsacida
rum solio depulsuri, ac non Imperatorcm suum, incrmcm ct senem, truci
dare pergcrent - disjcctA plebe, proculcato Sena tu, truces arm is, rapidis 
equis, forum irrumpuut: nee illos Capitolii aspectus, et imminentium tem
plorum religio, et priores et futuri Principes, terrucre, quominus facerent 
scclus, cujus ultor est quisquis successit." 2 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 32. 

3 Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 26; Polybius, iv, 73. 'Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 33, 34. 
VOL. X. 14* 21oc. 
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At the outset of the Peloponnesian war, the Corinthians and 
Spartans had talked of prosecuting it in part by borrowed ~oney 
from the treasuries of Delphi and Olympia.I How far the pro
ject had ever been executed, we have no information. · But at 
least, it had not been realized in any such way as to form a pre
cedent for the large sums now appropriated by the Pisatans and 
Arcadians; which appropriation accordingly excited much outcry, 
as flagrant rapacity and sacrilege. This sentiment was felt with 
peculiar force among many even of the Arcadians themselves, the 
guilty parties. Moreover some of the leaders employed had 
made important private acquisitions for themeslves, so as to pro
voke both resentment and jealousy among their rivals. The Pan
Arcadian communion, recently brought together and ill-cemented, 
was little calculated to resist the effect of any strong special cause 
of dissension. It was composed of cities which had before been 
accustomed to act apart and even in hostility to each other; espe
cially Mantinea and Tegea. These two cities now resumed their 
ancient rivalry.2 The l\Iantineans, jealous both of Tegea and 
Megalopolis, began to labor underhand against Arcadian unity 
and the Theban alliance, - with a view to renewed connection 
with Sparta ; though only five years before, they had owed to 
Thebes the reestablishment of their own city, after it had been 
broken up into villages by Spartan force. The appropriation of 
the sacred funds, offensive as it was to much of sincere sentiment, 
supplied them with a convenient ground for commencing opposi
tion. In the Mantinean assembly, a resolution was passed, renounc
ing all participation in the Olympic treasures; while at the same 
time an adequate sum was raised among the citizens, to furnish 
pay for all members of the Epariti who came from their city. 
This sum was forwarded to the officers in command ; who however 
not only refused to receive it; but even summoned the authors of 
the proceeding to take their trial before the Pan-Arcadian assem
bly, - the Ten Thousand at Megalopolis,-on the charge of 
breaking up the integrity of Arcadia.3 The Mantinean leaders 

1 Thucyd. i, 121. 
Perikles in his speech at Athens alludes to this understood purpose of 

the Spartans and their confederacy (Thucyd. i, 143). 
' Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 33, 34 ; Diodor. xv, 82 ; Pausanias, vii, 8, 6. 
3 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 33. rpauKovrer avroi>r /ivµaive<r&at TO 'Ap1Cad1Kov, 

UV£1CaAOVVTO tir TOVf µvpiovr TOVf n:poarU.rar avTwv, etc. 
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thus summoned, having refused to appear, and being condemned 
in their absence by the Ten Thousand, - a detachment of the 
epariti was sent to l\Iantinea to secure their persons. But the 
gates were found shut, and the order was set at defiance. So 
much sympathy was manifested in Arcadia towards the l\Ianti
neans, that many other towns copied their protest. Nay, even 
the majority of the Ten Thousand themselves, moved by repeated 
appeals made to them in the name of the offended gods, were 
gradually induced to adopt it also, publicly renouncing and inter
dicting all farther participation in the Olympian treasures. 

Here was a just point carried, and an important advantage 
gained, in desisting from a scandalous misappropriation. The 
party which had gained it immediately sought to push it farther. 
Beginning as the advocates of' justice and of the Olympian Zeus, 
the l\Iantineans speedily pronounced themselves more clearly as 
the champions of oligarchy; friendly to Sparta and adverse to 
Thebes. Supplies from Olympia being no longer obtained, the 
means presently failed, of paying the epariti or public militia. 
Accordingly, such members of that corps as were too poor to con
tinue without pay, gradually relinquished the service; while on 
the other hand, the more wealthy and powerful citizens, by pre
concerted understanding with each other, enrolled themselves in 
large numbers, for the purpose of getting the national force out of 
the hands of the opposite party and into their own.I The leaders 
of that opposite party saw plainly, that this oligarchical move
ment would not only bring them to severe account for the appro
priation of the sacred treasure, but would also throw Arcadia 
again into alliance with Sparta. Accordingly they sent intimation 
to the Thebans of the impending change of policy, inviting them 
to prevent it by an immediate expedition into Arcadia. Informed 
of this proceeding,2 the opposite leaders brought it before the 
Pan-Arcadian assembly ; in which they obtained a resolution, that 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 34. 
2 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 34. 0 l cl e Ta /(pa TL C1TB Tp II EA011" ovv~ 11<,J 

/3 ov A. e v 6µ e v o t foaaav To Koivov Twv 'ApKurJwv, rriµtavrar {3pi:a{3etr elrrei11 
Toir 8TJ(3aiotr, etc. 

The phrase here used by Xenophon, to describe the oligarchical party, 
marks his philo-Laconian sentiment. Compare vii, 5, 1. ol K7JOOfL£VOL riir 
IIeA.orrovv~aov, etc. 
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envoys should be despatched to Thebes, desiring that no Theban 
army might enter into Arcadia until formally summoned,-and 
cancelling the preceding invitation as unauthorized. At the same 
time, the assembly determined to conclude peace with the Eleians, 
and to restore to them the locality of Olympia with all their pre
vious rights. The Eleians gladly consented, and peace was accord
ingly concluded.I 

The transactions just recounted occupied about one year and 
nine or ten months, from Midsummer 364 B. c. (the time of the 
battle at Olympia) to about April 362 B. c. The peace was gen
erally popular throughout Arcadia, seemingly even among the 
cities which adhered to Thebes, though it had been concluded 
without consulting the Thebans. Even at Tegea, the centre of 
Theban influence, satisfaction was felt at the abandonment of the 
mischievous aggression and spoliation of Olympia, wherein the 
Thcbans had had no concern. Accordingly when the peace, hav
ing been first probably sworn in other Arcadian cities, came to be 
sworn also at Tegea,- not only the city authorities, but also the 
Theban harmost, who occupied the town with a garrison of three 
hundred Bceotians, were present and took part in the ceremony. 
After it had been finished, most of the :Mantineans went home; 
their city being both unfriendly to Tegea and not far distant. But 
many other Arcadiaus passed the evening in the town, celebrating 
the peace by libations, preans, and feasting. On a sudden the 
gates were shut by order, and the most prominent of the oligarchi
cal party were arrested as they sat at the feast, by the Bceotian 
garrison and the Arcadian Epariti of the opposite party. The 
leaders seized were in such considerable number, as to fill both 
the prison and the government-house; though there were few 
J\Iantineans among them, since most of these last had gone home. 
Among the rest the consternation was extreme. Some let them
selves down from the walls, others escaped surreptitiously by the 
gates. Great was the indignation excited at 1\1antinea on the fol
lowing morning, when the news of this violent arrest was brought 
thither. The authorities, - while they sent round the intelligence 
to the remaining Arcadian cities, inviting them at once to arms, 
- despatched heralds to Tegea, demanding all the 1\Iantinean 

1 Xen. Hellen. /. c. 
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prisoners there detained. They at the same time protested em
phatically against the arrest or the execution of any Arcadian, 
without previous trial before the Pan-Arcadian community; and 
they pledged themselves in the name of 1\Iantinea, to answer for 
the appearance of any Arcadian against whom charges might be 
preferred.1 

Upon receiving this requisition, the Theban harmost forthwith 
released all his prisoners. He then called together an assembly, 
- seemingly attended by only a few persons, from feelings of 
mistrust/~ - wherein he explained that he had been misled, and 
that he had ordered the arrest upon a false report that a Lacedre
monian force was on the borders, prepared to seize the city in 
concert with treacherous correspondents within. A vote was 
passed accepting the explanation, though (according to Xenophon) 
no one believed it. Yet envoys were immediately sent to Thebes 
probably from the 1\Iantineans and other Arcadians, complaining 
loudly of his conduct, and insisting that he should be punished 
with death. 

On a review of the circumstances, there seems reason for believ
ing that the Theban officer gave a true explanation of the motives 
under which he had acted. The fact of his releasing the prison
ers at the first summons, is more consistent with this supposition 
than with any other. Xenophon indeed says that his main object 
was to get possession of the 1\Iantineans, and that, when he found 
but few of the latter among the persons seized, he was indifferent 
to the detention of the rest. Ilut if such had been his purpose, 
he would hardly have set about it in so blind and clumsy a man
ner. He would have done it while the 1\Iantineans were still in 
the town, instead of waiting until after their departure. He would 
not have perpetrated an act offensive as well as iniquitous, without 
assuring himself that it was done at a time when the determining 
purpose was yet attainable. On the other hand, nothing can be 
more natural than the supposition that the more violent among 
the Arcadian epariti believed in the existence of a plot to betray 
Tegea to the Lacedremonians, and impressed the Theban with a 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 37, 38. 
I Xen. Hellen. vii, 39. tJVyKa'M.aat; TWJJ 'ApKaO.w lnroaoZ ye oi) tJVllEA&elv 

l]i'Jf:').71aa11, U1!'£AllyeiTO, cJf t;airar£1'Je£71, 
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persuasion of the like impending danger. To cause a revolution 
in Tegea, would be a great point gained for the oligarchical party, 
and would be rendered comparatively practicable by the congre
gation of a miscellaneous body of Arcadians in the town. It is 
indeed not impossible, that the idea of such a plot may really have 
been conceived; but it is at least highly probable, that the likeli
hood of such an occurrence was sincerely believed in by oppo
nents.1 

The explanation of the Theban governor, affirming that his 
order for arrest had either really averted, or appeared to him 
indispensable to avert, a projected treacherous betrayal, - reached 
Thebes at the same time as the complaints against him. It was 
not only received as perfectly satisfactory, but Epaminondas even 
replied to the complainants by counter-complaints of his own, 
" The arrest (he said) was an act more justifiable than the release 
of those arrested. You Arcadians have already committed trea
son against us. It was on your account, and at your request, that 
we carried the war into Peloponnesus, - and you now conclude 
peace without consulting us ! Be assured that we shall presently 
come in arms into Arcadia, and make war to support our partisans 
in the country." 2 

Such was the peremptory reply which the Arcadian envoy 
brought back from Thebes, announcing to his countrymen that 
they must prepare for war forthwith. They accordingly concerted 
measures for resistance with the Eleians and Achreans. They 
sent an invitation to the Lacedremonians to march into Arcadia, 
and assist in repelling any enemy who should approach for the 
purpose of subjugating Peloponnesus,-yet with the proviso, as 
to head-ship, that each state should take the lead when the war 
was in its own territory ; and they farther sent to solicit aid from 
Athens. Such were the measures taken by the Mantineans and 
their partisans, now forming the majority in the Pan-Arcadian 
aggregate, who (to use the language of Xenophon) "were really 
solicitous for Peloponnesus." 3 "'Vhy do these Thebans (said 

1 The representation of Diodorus (xv, 82), thongh very loose and vague, 
gives us to understand that the two opposing parties at Tegea came to an 
actual conflict of arms, on occasion of the peace. 

t Xen. Hellen. vii, 4, 40. 
1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, I. 01 tcrio6µcvot Ti/~ ITel.01roVV1}uov. 
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they) march into our country when we desire them not to come? 
For what other purpose, except to do us mischief? to make us do 
mischief to each other, in order that both parties may stand in 
need of them? to enfeeble Peloponnesus as much as possible, in 
order that they may hold it the more easily in slavery?" 1 

Such is the language which Xenophon repeats, with a sympathy 
plainly evincing his philo-Laconian bias. For when we follow 
the facts as he himself narrates them, we shall find them much 
more in harmony with the reproaches which he puts into the 
mouth of Epaminondas. Epaminondas had first marched into 
Peloponnesus (in 369 B. c.) at the request of both Arcadians and 
Eleians, for the purpose of protecting them against Sparta. He 
had been the first to give strength and dignity to the Arcadians, 
by organizing them into a political aggregate, and by forming a 
strong frontier for them against Sparta, in l\fessene and l\Iegalo
polis. When thus organized, the Arcadians had manifested both 
jealousy of Thebes, and incompetence to act wisely for themselves. 
They had caused the reversal of the gentle and politic measures 
adopted by Epaminondas towards the Achrean cities, whom they 
had thus thrown again into the arms of Sparta. They had, of 
their own accord, taken up the war against Elis and the mischiev
ous encroachment at Olympia. On the other hand, the Thebans 
had not marched into Peloponnesus since 3 67 B. c. - an interval 
now of nearly five years. They had tried to persuade the Arca
dians to accept the Persian rescript, and to desist from the idea of 
alliance with Athens; but when refused, they had made no 
attempt to carry either of these points by force. Epaminondas 
had a fair right now to complain of them for having made peace 
with Elis and Achaia, the friends and allies of Sparta, without 
any consultation with Thebes. Ile probably believed that there 
had been a real plot to betray Tegea to the Lacedremonians, as 
one fruit of this treacherous peace; and he saw plainly that the 
maintenance of the frontier line against Sparta, - Tegea, l\legal
opolis, and l\Iessene, - could no longer be assured without a new 
Theban invasion. 

This appears to me the reasonable estimate of the situation in 
Peloponnesus, in June 362 B. c. - immediately before the last in
vasion of Epaminondas. We cannot trust the unfavorable judg

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 2, 3. 
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ment of Xenophon with regard either to this great man or to the 
Thebans. It will not stand good, even if compared with the facts 
related by himself; still less probably would it stand, if we had 
the facts from an impartial witness. 

I have already recounted as much as can be made out of the 
proceedings of the Thebans, between the return of Pelopidas from 
Persia with the rescript (in the winter 367-366 B.c.) to the·close 
of 363 B. c. In 366-365 B. c., they had experienced great loss 
and humiliation in Thessaly connected with the detention of Pelo
pidas, whom they had with difficulty rescued from the dungeon of 
Pherre. In 364-363 B. c., Pelopidas had been invested with a 
fresh command in Thessaly, and though he was slain, the Theban 
arms had been eminently successful, acquiring more complete 
mastery of the country than ever they possessed before; while 
Epaminondas, having persuaded his countrymen to aim at naval 
supremacy, had spent the summer of 363 B. c. as admiral of a 
powerful Theban fleet on the coast of Asia. Returning to Thebes 
at the close of 363 B. c., he found his friend Pelopidas slain ; 
while the relations of Thebes, both in Peloponnesus and in Thes
saly, were becoming sufficiently complicated to absorb his whole 
attention on land, without admitting farther aspirations towards 
maritime empire. He had doubtless watched, as it went on, the 
gradual change of politics in Arcadia (in the winter and spring of 
363-362 B. c.), whereby the J'ifantinean and oligarchical party, 
profiting by the reaction of sentiment against the proceedings at 
Olympia, had made itself a majority in the Pan-Arcadian assembly 
and militia, so as to conclude peace with Elis, and to present the 
prospect of probable alliance with Sparta, Elis, and Achaia. 
This political tendency was doubtless kept before Epaminondas 
by the Tegean party in Arcadia, opposed to the party of Mantinea ; 
being communicated to him with partisan exaggerations even 
beyond the reality. The danger, actual or presumed, of Tegea, 
with the arrest which had been there operated, satisfied him that a 
powerful Theban intervention could be no longer deferred. As 
Breotarch, he obtained the consent of his countrymen to assemble 
a Breotian force, to summon the allied contingents, and to conduct 
this joint expedition into Peloponnesus. 

The army with which he began his march was numerous and 
imposing. It comprised all the Breotians and Eubreans, with a 



329 EPAMINONDAS IN TEGEA. 

large number of Thessalians (some even sent by Alexander of Phe
rre, who had now become a dependent ally of Thebes), the Lokrians, 
:Malians, 1Enianes, and probably various other allies from North
ern Greece ; though the Phokians declined to join, alleging that 
their agreement with Thebes was for alliance purely defensive.1 
Having passed the line of Mount Oneium,- which was no longer 
defended, as it had been at his former entrance, - he reached Ne
mea, where he was probably joined by the Sikyonian contingent,2 
and where he halted, in hopes of intercepting the Athenian con
tingent in their way to join his enemies. Ile probably had infor
mation which induced him to expect them ;3 but the information 
turned out false. The Athenians never appeared, and it was un
derstood that they were preparing to cross by sea to the eastern 
coast of Laconia. After a fruitless halt, Le proceeded onward to 
Tegea, where his Peloponnesian allies all presently joined him: 
the Arcadians of Tegea, Pallantium, Asea, and :Megalopolis, the 
J\Iessenians - (all these forming the line of frontier against Laco
nia) - and the Argeians. 

The halt at Nemea, since Epaminondas missed its direct pur
pose, was injurious in another way, as it enabled the main body 
of his Peloponnesian enemies to concentrate at l\Iantinea; which 
junction might probably have been prevented, had he entered Ar
cadia without delay. A powerful i~eloponnesian army was there 
united, consisting of the 1\Iantineans with the major part of the 
other Arcadians, - the Eleians, - and the Achreans. Invitation 
had been sent to the Spartans; and old Agesilaus, now in his 
eightieth year, was in full march with the Lacedremonian forces 
to l\Iantinea. Besides this, the Athenian contingent was immedi
ately expected ; especially valuable from its cavalry, since the 
Peloponnesians were not strong in that description of force, 
some of them indeed having none at all. 

Epaminondas established his camp and place of arms within the 
walls of Tegea; a precaution which Xenophon praises, as making 
his troops more secure and comfortable, and his motions less ob

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 5; Diodor. xv, 85. 
1 Diodor. xv, 85. 
3 The explanation which Xenophon gives of this halt at Nemea, -as if 

Epnminondas was determined to it by a peculiar hatred of Athens (Hellen. 
vii, 5, 6) - seems alike fanciful and ill-tempered. 
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servable by the enemy.I He next marched to :Mantinea, to provoke 
the enemy to an action before the Spartans and Athenians joined ; 
but they kept carefully on their guard, close to l\1antinea, too 
strongly posted to be forced.2 On returning to his camp in Te
gea, he was apprised that Agesilaus with the Spartan force, having 
quitted Sparta on the march to l\Iantinea, had already made some 
progress and reached Pellene. Upon this he resolved to attempt 
the surprise of Sparta by a sudden night-march from Tegea, which 
lay in the direct road from Sparta to l\Iantinea, while Agesilaus in 
getting from Sparta to Mantinea had to pursue a more circuitous 
route to the westward. l\Ioving shortly after the evening meal, 
Epaminondas led the Theban force with all speed towards Sparta; 
and he had well-nigh come upon that town, "like a nest of unpro
tected young birds," at a moment when no resistance could have 
been made. Neither Agesilaus, nor any one else, expected so dar
ing and well-aimed a blow, the success ofwhich would have changed 
the face of Greece. Nothing saved Sparta except the providen
tial interposition of the gods,3 signified by the accident that a Kre
tan runner hurried to Agesilaus, with the news that the Thebans 
were in full march southward from Tegea, and happened to arrest 
in time his farther progress towards l\Iantinea. Agesilaus instantly 
returned back with the troops around him to Sparta, which was 
thus put in a sufficient posture of defence before the Thebans ar
rived. Though sufficient for the emergency, however, his troops 
were not numerous ; for the Spartan cavalry and mercenary forces 
were still absent, having been sent forward to l\1antinea. Orders 
were sent for the main army at that city to hasten immediately to 
the relief of Sparta.4 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 8. 1 Plutarch, De Gloritl. Athen. p, 346 B. 
3 Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, IO. Kat el µi'J Kpi'Jr, 1'Jei{l rtvl µolp{l 7rpoue'A1'Jwv, 

e;fryyei/,e r<;i 'Ay1J(jlAU<,J 7rpOUlOV TO urpftrevµa, l'Aa(3ev UV Ti'/V 7rOAlV i:Ju7rep 
V£0TTtil.v, TravTaTrauiv lp71µov TWV aµvvovµi:vwv. 

Diodorus coincides in the main fact (xv, 82, 83), though with many inac
curacies of detail. He gives a very imperfect idea of this narrow escape 
of Sparta, which is fully attested by Xenophon, even against his own par· 
tialities. 

Kallisthenes asserted that the critical intelligence had been conveyed to 
Agesilaus by a Thespian named Euthynus (Plutarch, Agcsilaus, c. 34). 
• 4 Xenophon (Hellen. vii, 5, IO, 11) describes these facts in a manner dif
ferent on several points from Polybius (ix, 8), nnd·from Diodorus (xv, 83). 
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The march of Epaminondas had been undertaken only on the 
probability, well-nigh realized, of finding Sparta undefended. He 
was in no condition to assault the' city, if tolerably occupied, 
still less to spend time before it ; for he knew that the enemy from 
Mantinea would immediately follow him into Laconia, within which 
he did not choose to hazard a general action. He found it imprac
ticable to take this unfortified, yet unassailable city, Sparta, even 
at his former invasion of 370-369 B. c. ; when he had most part 
of Peloponnesus in active cooperation with him, and wl1en the 
Lacedremonians had no army in the field. Accordingly, though he 
crossed the Eurotas and actually entered into the city of Sparta! 
(which had no walls to keep him out), yet as soon as he perceived 
the roofs manned with soldiers and other preparations for resist
ance, he advanced with great caution, not adventuring into the 
streets and amidst the occupied houses. He only tried to get pos
session of various points of high ground commanding the city, 
from whence it might be possible to charge down upon the defend
ers with advantage. But even here, though inferior in number, 
they prevented him from making any impression. And Archida.. 
mus son of Agesilaus, sallying forth unexpectedly beyond the line 

Xenophon's authority appears to me better in itself, while his narrative is 
also more probable. He states distinctly that Agesilaus heard the news 
of the Theban march while he was yet at Pcllene (on the road to Mantinea, 
to which place a large portion of the Spartan troops had already gone for
ward), - that he turned back forthwith, and reached Sparta before Epami
nondas, with a division not numerous, yet sufficient to put the town in a 
state of defence. "Whereas Polybius atlirms, that Agesilaus heard the news 
when he was at l\Iantinea,-that he marched from thence with the whole 
army to Sparta, but that Epaminondas reached Sparta before him, had 
already attacked the town and penetrated into the market-place, when Age
silaus arrived and drove him back. Diodorus rela' 'S that Agesilaus never 
left Sparta, but that the other king Agis, who h·..c been sent with the army 
to l\Iantinea, divining the plans of Epaminondas, sent word by some swift 
Kretan runners to Agesilaus and put him npon his guard. 

W e_sseling remarks justly, that the mention of Agis must be a mistake; 
that the second king of Sparta at that time was named Kleomenes. 

Polyronus (ii, 3, 10) states correctly that Agesilaus reached Sparta before 
Epaminondas ; but he adds many other details which are too uncertain 
to copy. 

Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 11. 'E7ret oe ly€veTo 'E7raµivtivoac lv r1j 7rol.ei 
rwv !.7rapriarwv, etc. 

1 
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of defence, with a small company of one hundred hoplites, scram
bled over some difficult ground in his front, and charged the The-. 
bans even up the hill, with such gallantry, that he actually beat 
them back with some loss; pursuing them for a space, until he was 
himself repulsed and forced to retreat.I The bravery of the Spar
tan Isidas, too, son of Phrebidas the captor of the Theban Kadmeia, 
did signal honor to Sparta, in this day of her comparative decline. 
Distinguished for beauty and stature, this youth sallied forth naked 
and unshielded, with his body oiled as in the palrestra. 'Wielding 
in his right hand a spear and in his left a sword, he rushed among 
the enemy, dealing death and destruction ; in spite of which he was 
suffered to come back unwounded: so great was the awe inspired 
by his singular appearance and desperate hardihood. The ephors 
decorated him afterwards with a wreath of honor, but at the same 
time fined him for exposing himself without defensive armor.2 

Though the Spartans displayed here an honorable gallantry, 
yet these successes, in themselves trifling, are magnified into im
portance only by the partiality of Xenophon. The capital fact was, 
that Agesilaus had heen accidentally forewarned so as to get back 
to Sparta and put it in defence before the Thebans arrived. As 
soon as Epaminondas ascertained this, he saw that his project was 
no longer practicable ; nor did he do more than try the city round, 
to see if he could detect any vulnerable point, without involving 
himself in a hazardous assault. Bafiled in his first scheme, he 
applied himself, with equal readiness of resource and celerity of 
motion, to the execution of a second. He knew that the hostile ar
my from :Mantinea would be immediately put in march for Sparta, 
to ward off all danger from that city. Now the straight road from 
:Mantinea to Sparta (a course nearly due south all the way) lying 
through Tegea, was open to Epaminondas, but not to the enemy, 
who would be forced to take another and more circuitous route, 
probably by Asca and Pallantion; so that he was actually nearer 
to Jl.Iantinea than they. He determined to return io Tegea forth
with, while they were on their march towards Sparta, and before 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 12, 13. 
Justin (vi, 7) greatly exaggerates the magnitude and violence of the 

contest. He erroneously represents that Agesilaus did not reach Sparta 
till after Epaminondas. 

1 Plutarch, Agesilaus, c. 34. 
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they could be apprised of his change of purpose. · Breaking up 
accordingly, with scarce any interrnl of rest, he marched back to 
Tegca; where it became absolutely indispensable to give repose 
to his hoplites, after such severe fatigue. But he sent forward his 
cavalry without any delay, to surprise 1\Iantinea, which would be 
now (he well knew) unprepared and undefended; with its military 
force absent on the march to Sparta, and its remaining population, 
free as well as slave, largely engaged in the fields upon the carry
ing of harvest. Nothing less than the extraordinary ascendency 
of Epaminondas, - coupled with his earnestness in setting forth 
the importance of the purpose, as well as the probable plun<lcr,
could have prevailed upon the tired horsemen to submit to such 
additional toil, while their comrades were enjoying refreshment 
and repose at Tegea.t 

Everything near l\Iantinea was found in the state which Epami
nondas anticipated. Yet the town was preserved, and his well
laid scheme defeated, by an unexpected contingency which the 
Mantineans doubtless ascribed to the providence of the gods, - as 
Xenophon regards the previous warning given to Agesilaus. The 
Athenian cavalry had arrived, not an hour before, and had just 
dismounted from their horses within the walls of l\Iantinea. Hav
ing departed from Eleusis (probably after ascertaining that Epami
nondas no longer occupied Nemea), they took their evening meal 
and rested at the isthmus of Corinth, where they seem to have ex
perienced some loss or annoyance.2 They then passed forward 
through Kleonre to l\Iantinea, arriving thither without having 
broken fast, either themselves or their horses, on that day. It was 
just after they reached l\Iantinea, and when they had yet taken no 
refreshment, - that the Theban and Thessalian cavalry suddenly 

I Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 14. IIul.tv of: Tropev'9et(; wr lOvvaro TUXtUTa elr ri)v 
Teyiav, TOV(; µ'tv OTrAiTar c'tvfaavue, TOV(; of: lTr'lrEa!: freµ'fev elr T~V MaVTt• 
vetav, oe11'9e11: avTWV Trpo11Kaprepij11at, Kal OtOUUKCUV wr TrUVTa µt:v e/KO(; Uc.i 
elvat Ta TWV Mavnvfov {3011K~µara, TraVTar oe TOV(; av'9pwTrOV!;, """"''Te Kal 
ufrov uvyKoµto'iJr ofo11r. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 15, 16. 
The words - clv11rvx~µaro1: yeycv111dvov lv Kopfv'9't' roi1: faTrevuiv- al· 

lude to something which we have no means of making out. It is possible 
that the Corinthians, who were at peace with Thebes and had been ill-used 
by Athens (vii. 4, 6-10), may have seen with displeasure, and even mo
lested, the Athenian horsemen while resting on their territory. 
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made their appearance, having advanced even to the temple of Po
seidon, within less than a mile of the gates.I 

The Mantineans were terror-struck at this event. Their military 
citizens were absent on the march to Sparta, while the remainder 
were dispersed about the fields. In this helpless condition, they 
implored aid from the newly-arrived Athenian cavalry; who, 
though hungry and tired, immediately went forth, - and indeed 
were obliged to do so, since their own safety depended upon it. 
The assailants were excellent cavlary, Thebans and Thessalians, 
and more numerous than the Athenians. Yet such was the gal
lantry with which the latter fought, in a close and bloody action, 
that on the whole they gained the advantage, forced the assailants 
to retire, and had the satisfaction to preserve l\Iantinea with all 
its citizens and property. Xenophon extols2 (and doubtless with 
good reason) the generous energy of the Athenians, in going forth 
hungry and fatigued. But we must recollect that the Theban 
cavalry had undergone yet more severe hunger and fatigue,
that Epaminondas would never have sent them forward in such 
condition, had he expected any serious resistance; and that they 
probably dispersed to some extent, for the purpose of plundering 
and seizing subsistence in the fields through which they passed, so 
that they were found in disorder when the Athenians sallied out 
upon them. The Athenian cavalry-commander Kephisodorus,3 

1 Polybius, ix, 8. 
'Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 15, 16, 17. 
Plutarch (De Gloria Athen. p. 346 D.-E.) recounts the general fact of 

this battle and the rescue of Mantinea; yet with several inaccuracies which 
we refute by means of Xenophon. 

Diodor. (xv, 84) mentions the rescue of Mantinea by the unexpected ar
rival of the Athenians; but he states them as being six thousand soldiers, 
that is hoplites, under llegelochus ; anrl he says nothing about the cavalry 
battle. Hegesilaus is named by Ephorns ( ap. Diog. Laert. ii, 54, - com
pare Xenoph. De Vectigal. iii, 7) as the general of the entire force sent out 
by Athens on this occasion, consisting of infantry as well as cavalry. The 
infantry must have come up somewhat later. 

Polybius also (ix, 8), though concurring in the main with Xenophon, dif· 
fers in several detail:;. I follow the narrative of Xenophon. 

3 Harpokration v, Ki1.piO"oowpor, Ephorus ap. Diogen. Laert. ii, 53; Pau· 
san. 1, 3, 4; viii, 9, 8; viii, 11, 5. 

There is a confusion, on several points, between this cavalry battle near 
Mun tin en, - and the great or general battle, which speedily followed it, 
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together with Gryllus (son of the historian Xenophon), then serv
ing with his brother Diodorus among the Athenian horse, were 
both slain in the battle. A memorable picture at Athens by the 
contemporary painter Euphranor, commemorated both the battle 
and the personal gallantry of Gryllus, to whose memory the l\fanti
neans also paid distinguished honors. 

Here were two successive movements of Epaminondas, both 
well-conceived, yet both disappointed by accident, without any 
omission of his own. He had his forces concentrated at Tegea, 
while his enemies on their side, returning fi;om Sparta, formed a 
united camp in the neighborhood of l\fantinea. They comprised 
Lacedremonians, Eleians, Arcadians, Achreans, and Athenians ; to 
the number, in all, of twenty thousand foot and two thousand horse, 
if we could trust the assertion of Diodorus ;I who also gives the 
numbers of Epaminondas as thirty thousand foot and three thou
sand horse. Little value can be assigned to either of these esti
mates; nor is it certain which. of the two armies was the more 
numerous. But Epaminondas saw that he had now no chance 
left for striking a blow except through a pitched battle, nor did he 
at all despair of the result.2 He had brought out his northern 
allies for a limited time ; which time they were probably not dis
posed to prolong, as the season of harvest was now approaching. 
Moreover, his stock of provisions was barely sufficient ;3 the new 
crop being not yet gathered in, while the crop of the former year 
was probably almost exhausted. He took his resolution therefore 
to attack the enemy forthwith. 

wherein Epaminondas was slain. Gryllns is sometimes said to have been 
slain in the battle of Mantinea, and even to have killed Epaminondas with 
his own hand. It would seem as if the picture of Enphranor represented 
Gryllus in the act of killing the Theban commander; and as if the latter 
tradition of Athens as well as of Thebes, erroneously bestowed upon that 
Theban commander the name of Epaminondas. 

See this confusion discussed and cleared up, in a good article on the Bat
tle of l\fantinca, by Arnold Schii.fer, p. 58, 59, in the Rheinisches Museum 
fiir Philologie (1846-Fiinfter Jahrgang, Erstes Heft). 

1 Dioclor. xv, 84. 
! Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 8. teal µ'ljv oioµevor tcpefrnw TWV uvrtrraA<.>V cl1•a1, 

etc. 
3 Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 19. airav1a oe TU lirtrqoeta exovrar uµ<.>> 7rti'9ecn9at 

l'9iA.eiv, etc. 
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But I cannot adopt the view of Xenophon, that such resolution 
was forced upon Epaminondas, against his own will, by a desperate 
position, rendering it impossible for him to get away without fight
ing, - by the disappointment of finding so few allies on his own 
side, and so many assembled against him, - and by the necessity 
of wiping off the shame of his two recent failures (at Sparta and 
at l\fantinea) or perishing in the attempt.I This is an estimate ofthe 
position of Epaminondas, not consistent with the facts narrated by 
Xenophon himself. It could have been no surprise to the Theban 
general that the time. had arrived for ordering a battle. With what 
other view had he come into Peloponnesus ? Or for what other 
purpose could he have brought so numerous an army? Granting 
that he expected greater support in Peloponnesus than he actually 
found, we cannot imagine him to have hoped that his mere pres
ence, witl10ut fighting, would suffice to put down enemies courage
ous as well as powerful. Xenophon exaggerates the importance 
of the recent defeats (as he terms them) before Sparta and :Man
tinea. These were checks or disappointments rather than defeats. 
On arriving at Tegea, Epaminondas had found it practicable 
(which he could not have known beforehand) to attempt a coup de 
main, first against Sparta, next against :Mantinea. Here were acci
dental opportunities which his genius discerned and turned to 
account. Their success, so near to actual attainment, would have 
been a prodigious point gained ;2 but their accidental failure left 
him not worse off than he was before. It remained for him then, 
having the enemy before him in the field, and no farther opportu
nities of striking at them unawares by side-blows, to fight them 
openly; which he and all around him must have contemplated, 
from their first entrance into Peloponnesus, as the only probable 
way of deciding the contest. 

The army of Epaminondas, far from feeling that sentiment of 
disappointed hope and stern necessity which Xenophon ascribes to 
their commander, were impatient to fight under his orders, and 

I Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 18. avror oi: AeAvµauµivor 1ravrurraut Tii lavroii 06~1,1 
footro, i/rr11µivor µi:v lv AaKeOatµ6vt l1ilv 1l"OAA<f> 01!"AtTtK9 vrr' OALYQV, i/rr11
µivor vi: lv Havnvei(l lrrrroµaxif.l, alrtor ell: yeyev71µivor otil. T~V tr IleA01l"OV• 
v71uov urpftreiav roii uvveuravat AaKeoatµoviovr Kai:' ApKaJar Kat 'IIAeiovr Kat 
'A~11vaiovr. C>ure OVIC l061Cet &vvarov elvat apaxei rrapeA~e'iv, etc. 

1 Polybius, ix, 8, 2. 
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full of enthusiastic alacrity when he at last proclaimed his inten
tion. He had kept them within the walls of Tegea, thus not only 
giving them better quarters and fuller repose, but also concealing 
his proceedings from the enemy; who on their side were encamped 
on the border of the Mantinean territory. Rejoicing in the pros
pect of going forth to battle, the horsemen and hoplites of Epami
nondas all put themselves in their best equipment. The horsemen 
whitened their helmets, - the hoplites burnished up their shields, 
and sharpened their spears and swords. Even the rustic and half
armed Arcadian villagers, who had nothing but clubs in place of 
sword or spear, were eager to share the dangers of the Thebans, 
and i\lscribed upon their shields (probably nothing but miserable 
squares of wood) the Theban ensign.I The best spirit and confi
dence animated all the allies, as they quitted the gates of Tegea, 
and disposed themselves in the order of march commanded by 
Epaminondas. 

The lofty l\Iantinico-Tegeatic plain, two thousand feet above the 
level of the sea (now known as the plain of Tripolitza)-" is the 
greatest of that cluster of valleys in the centre of Peloponnesus, 
each of which is so closely shut in by the intersecting mountains 
that no outlet is afforded to the waters except through the moun

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 20. ITpo'9vt=> µ'tv lJ..evKovvro al lmreir ril "pav11, 
KEAEVoVTO> lKeivov. e'!rtyparpovro o't Kat rwv 'ApicaOuJV O'lrAirat, p67raAa lxav· 
:re,, i:i, ev{3aiot OVTE>. 'lrUVTEC oi: ~/COVWVTO Kai Aoy;rar Kat µaxa£pa>, UL £')..aµ
'lrpvvovro rar aO"rri<lar. 

There seems a sort of sneer in these latter words, both at the Arcadians 
and Thebans. The Arcadian club-men are called orrl..irat; and are repre
sented as passing themselves off to be as good as Thebans. 

Sievers (Geschicht. p. 342) and Dr. Thirlwall (Hist. Gr. c. 40, p. 200) fol
low Eckhel in translating this passage to mean that "the Arcadian hoplites 
inscribed upon their shields the figure of a club, that being the ensign of 
the Thebans." I cannot think this interpretation is the best, - at least 
·until some evidence is produced, that the Theban symbol on the shield was 
a club. Xenophon does not disdain on other occasions to speak sneeringly 
of the Theban hoplites,- see vii, 5, 12. The mention of ')..oyxar 1<at µaxa
ipa>, immediately afterwards, sustains the belief that po7ral..a txovrer, imme
diately before, means "men armed with clubs"; the natural sense of the 
words. 

The horsemen are said to have "whitened their helmets (or head-pieces)." 
Hence I presume that these head-pieces were not made of metal, but of 
wood or wicker-work. Compare Xen. Hellen. ii, 4, 25. 

VOL. x. 15 22oc. 
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tains themselves."' Its length stretches from north to south, bor
dered by the mountain range of l\famalus on the west, and of Arte
misium and Parthenion on the east. It has a breadth ofabout eight 
miles in the broadest part, and of one mile in the narrowest. l\fan
tinea is situated near its northern extemity, Tegea near its south
ern ; the direct distance between the two cities, in a line not much 
different from north and south, being about ten English miles. 
The frontier line between their two domains was formed by a pe
culiarly narrow part of the valley, where a low ridge projecting 
from the range of M::enalus on the one side, and another from Ar
temisium on the opposite, contract the space and make a sort of 
defensible pass near four miles south of l\Iantinea ;2 thus about 
six miles distant from Tegea. It was at this position, covering the 
whole l\Iantinean territory, that the army opposed to Epaminondas 
was concentrated ; the main Lacedremonian force as well as the 
rest having now returned from Sparta.3 

Epaminondas, having marched out from Tegea by the northern 
gate, arrayed his army in columns proper for advancing towards 
the enemy; himself with the Theban columns forming the van. 
His array being completed, he at first began his forward march in 
a direction straight towards the enemy. But presently he changed 
his course, turning to the left towards the l\frenalian range of 
mountains which forms the western border of the plain, and which 
he probably reached somewhere near the site of the present Tri
politza. From thence he pursued his march northward, skirting 
the flank of the mountain on the side which lies over against or 
fronts towards Tegea; 4 until at length he neared the enemy's po

1 See Colonel Leakc's Travels in the :Morea, vol. iii, ch. 24, p. 45. 
1 Three miles from Mantinea (Leake, ib. p. 51-94) "a low ridge of rocks, 

which, advancing into the plain from a projecting part of the Mamalium, 
formed a natural division between the districts of Tegea and Mantineia." 

Compare the same work, vol. i, ch. 3, p. 100, 112, 114, and the recent val
uable work of Ernst Curtius, l'eloponnesos (Gotha, 1851), pp. 232-247. 
Gell says that a wall has once been carried across the plain at this boundary 
(Itinerary of the Morea, p. 141-143 ). 

3 See the indications of the locality of the battle in Pausanias, viii, 11, 4, 
5; and Colonel Leake - as above referred to. 

4 Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 21. 
Tripolitza is reckoned hy Colonel Leake as about three miles and a half 

from the_ site of Tegea; Mr. Dodwell states it as about four miles, and 
Gell's I?nerary of the Morea. much the same. 
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sition, upon their right flank. He here halted, and caused his col
umns to face to the right ; thus forming a line, or phalanx of 
moderate depth, fronting towards the enemy. During the march, 
each lochus or company had marched in single file with the 
lochage or captain (usually the strongest and best soldier in it), at 
the head; though we do not know how many of these lochages 
marched abreast, or what was the breadth of the column. When 
the phalanx or front towards the enemy was formed, each lochage 
was of course in line with his company, and at its left hand ; while 
the Thebans and Epaminondas himself were at the left of the 
whole line. In this position, Epaminondas gave the order to 
ground arms.I 

The enemy, having watched him ever since he had left Tegea 
and formed his marching array, had supposed at first that he was 
coming straight up to the front of their position, and thus expected 
speedy battle. But when he turned to the left towards the moun
tains, so that for some time he did not approach sensibly nearer to 
their position, they began to fancy that he had no intention of fight
ing on that day. Such belief, having been once raised, still con
tinued, even though, by advancing along the skirts of the moun
tain, he gradually aiTived very close upon their right flank. They 
were farther confirmed in the same supposition, when they saw 
his phalanx ground arms; which they construed as an indication 
that he was about to encamp on the spot where he stood. It is 
probable that Epaminondas may have designedly simulated some 
other preliminaries of encampment, since his march from Tegea 
seems to have been arranged for the purpose paitly of raising 
such false impression in his enemies, partly of getting upon their 
right flank instead of their front. Ile completely succeeded in 
his object. The soldiers on the Lacedremonian side, believing that 
there would be no battle until the next day, suffered their ranks to 

Colonel Leake reckons about eight miles from Tripolitza to Mantinea. 
Gell states it as two hours and three minutes, Dodwell as two hours and five 
minutes, -or seven miles. 

Colonel Leake, Travels in Morea, vol. i, p. 88-100; Gell's Itinerary, p. 
141; Dodwcll's Travels, vol. ii, p. 418-422. 

It would seem that Epaminondas, in this latter half of his march, must 
have followed nearly the road from Mantinea to Pallantinm. Pallantium 
was situated west by south from Tegea. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 22. 
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fall into disorder, and scattered about the field. Many of the horse
men even took off their breast-plates and unbridled their horses. 
And what was of hardly less consequence,- that mental prepara
tion of the soldier, whereby he was wound up for the moment of 
action, and which provident commanders never omitted, if possible, 
to inflame by a special harangue at the moment, - was allowed 
to slacken and run down.I So strongly was the whole army per
suaded of the intention of Epaminondas to encamp, that they suf
fered him not only without hindrance, but even without suspicion, 
to make all his movements and dispositions preparatory to imme
diate attack. 

Such improvidence is surprising, when we recollect that the 
ablest commander and the best troops in Greece were so close 
upon the right of their position. It is to be in part explained, 
probably, by the fact that the Spartan headship was now at an 
end, and that there was no supreme chief to whom the whole body 
of Lacedremonian allies paid deference. If either of the kings 
of Sparta was present,-a point not distinctly ascertainable, 
he would have no command except over the Lacedremonian troops. 
In the entire allied army, the Mantineans occupied the extreme 
right (as on a former occasion, because the battle was in their ter
ritory,2 and because the Lacedremonians had lost. their once
recognized privilege), together with the other Arcadians. On the 
right-centre and centre were the Lacedremonians, Eleians, and 
Achreans; on the extreme left, the Athenians,3 There was cav
alry on both the wings ; Athenian on the left, - Eleian on the 
right; spread out with no more than the ordinary depth, and with
out any intermixture of light infantry along with the horsemen.4 

In the phalanx of Epaminondas, he himself with the Thebans 
and Breotians was on the left ; the Argeians on the right ; the 

1 Xen. Ilellen. vii, 5, 22. Kat yup o~, .,, 7rpor Ti,> opet ly€ve-ro, iTret l;eTa
f711 avTi;J h<jJaA.ay;, vr.il TOL\' V1/J1JAOi> lfJeTO Ta OTrAa. W<JTe elKaaf711 <JTpaTo
TreOevoµtv<,>. Toiiro oe TrOt~aar, lAvae µ'i:v TWV TrAetaTWV Tro°Aeµ!wv ~v lv 
Tat\' 1/Jvxai\' 7rp0\' µaX1JV Trapa<JKEV~V, lA.vae Of T~V EV Tail' <JVVTage<JtV. 

• Thncyd. v, 67; Pausanias, viii, 9, 5; viii, IO, 4. 

a Diodor. xv, 85. 

That the Athenians were on the left, we also know from Xenophon (Hell. 


vii, 5, !!4 ), though he gives no complete description of the arrangement of 
the allies on either side. 

' Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 23. 
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Arcadians, 1\Iessenians, Eubreans, Sikyonians and other allies in 
the centre.l It was his purpose to repeat the same general plan 
of attack which had succeeded so perfectly at Leuktra; to head 
the charge himself with his Breotians on the left against the op
posing right or right-centre, and to bear down the enemy on that 
side with irresistible force, both of infantry and cavalry; while he 
kept back his right and centre, composed of less trustworthy 
troops, until the battle should have been thus wholly or partially 
decided. Accordingly, he caused the Breotian hoplites, -occupy
ing the left of his line in lochi or companies, with the lochage or 
captain at the left extremity of each, - to wheel to the right and 
form in column fronting the enemy, in advance of his remaining 
line. The Theban lochages thus became placed immediately in 
face of the enemy, as the heads of a column of extraordinary 
depth ; all the hoplites of each lochus, and perhaps of more than 
one lochus, being ranged in file behind them.!! What the actual 
depth was, or what was the exact number of the lochus, we do not 
know. At Leuktra, Epaminondas had attacked with fifty shields 
of depth; at 1\Iantinea, the depth of his column was probably not 
less. Himself, with the chosen Theban warriors, were at the 
head of it, and he relied upon breaking through the enemy's pha
lanx at whatever point he charged ; since their files would hardly 
be more than eight deep, and very inadequate to resist so over
whelming a shock. His column would cut through the phalanx 
of the enemy, like the prow of a trireme impelled in sea-fight 
against the midships of her antagonist. 

1 Here again, we know from Xenophon that the Thebans were on the 
left; but the generl!). arrangement of the other contingents we obtain only 
from Diodorns (xv, 85). 

The Tactica of Arrian, also (xi, 2) inform us that Epaminondas formed 
his attacking column, at Leuktra, of the Thebans - at Mantinea, of all 
the Boootians. 

About the practice of the Thebans, both at and after the battle of Leuk
tra, to make their attack with the left, see Plutarch, Qurest. Roman. p. 
282 D. 

• Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 22. 'Errei ye µTjv, rrapayaywv Toiir lr.:2 tcip(,)r rropev
oµivovr .A.oxov~ eir µiT(,)7l"OV, laxvpov l:rrotfi(jaTO TO rrep~ fovTOV eµBo.A.ov, TOTe 
dTj ava.A.a/3eiv rrapa}'}'ttAaf TU 07!" Aa, iJyeiTo • ol de /;KOAOV~OVll • • ••• • • • • • .'0 
de TO (jTparevµa aVTt7rp(,)p0V c':J1j7l"Ep Tpti/p1J rrpo(jiJye, voµt,(,)11, 07!"1/ tµ[3a.A.wv 
dtaKol/me, dta<fn'Jepeiv Ii.A.av Til Ti:i11 ivavTic.iv (jTparevµa, etc. 

http:ivavTic.iv
http:t�[3a.A.wv
http:e�Bo.A.ov
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It was apparently only the Breotinn hoplites who were thus 
formed in column, projecting forward in advance ; while the re
maining allies were still left in their ordinary phalanx or lines.I 
Epaminondas calculated, that when he should have once broken 
through the enemy's phalanx at a single point, the rest would either 
take flight, or become so dispirited, that his allies coming up in 
phalanx could easily deal with them. 

Against the cavalry on the enemy's right, which was marshaled 
only with the ordinary depth of a phalanx of hoplites, four, six, or 
perhaps eight deep ),2 and without any light infantry intermingled 
with the ranks-the Theban general opposed on his left his own 
excellent cavalry, Theban and Thessalian, but in strong and deep 
column, so as to ensure to them also a superior weight of attack. 
He farther mingled in their ranks some active footmen, darters and 
slingers, of whom he had many from Thessaly and the Maliac 
Gulf.3 

There remained one other precaution to take. His deep The
ban and Breotian column, in advancing to the charge, would be 
exposed on its right or unshielded side to the attack of the Athe
nians, especially the Athenian cavalry, from the enemy's left. To 
guard against any such movement, he posted, upon some rising 
ground near his right, a special body of reserve, both horse and 

1 I agree with Folard (Traite de la Colonne, p. lv-lxi, prefixed to the 
translation of Polybius) in considering tµ{3ol.ov to be a column, -rather 
than a wedge tapering towards the front. And I dissent from Schneider's 
explanation, who says, - Epaminondas phalangem contrahit sensim et col
ligit in frontem, ut cunei scu rostri navalis formam efficeret. Copim igitur 
ex utroque latere explicatm transeunt in frontem; hoc est, trapuyetv eir µ€
rwtrov." It appears to me that the troops which Epaminondas caused to 
wheel into the front and to form the advancing column, consisted only of 
the left or Theban division, the best troops in the army, - r<;; µ'i:v luxvpora
T<t' traptO'ICEVu,ero aywvi,e11-/Jai, TO Qt au-&evforarov troppw atrfoTTjO'tV. More
over, the whole account of Xenophon implies that Epaminondas made the 
attack from his own left against the enemy's right, or right-centre. Ile was 
afraid that the Athenians would take him in flank from their own left. 

' Compare a similar case in Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 13, where the Grecian 
cavalry, in the Asiatic army of Agcsilaus, is said to be drawn up i:iutrep .pa
1.ay~ etrl re1111upwv, etc. 

3 These 'lrE,OL aµttr'lrOL - light-armed footmen, intermingled with the 
ranks of the cavalry,- are numbered as an important item in the military 
establishment of the Syracusan despot Gelon (Herodot. vii, 158). 

http:t�{3ol.ov
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foot, in order to take the Athenians in the rear if they should 
attempt it. 

All these fresh dispositions for attack, made on the spot, must 
have occupied time, and caused much apparent movement. To 
constitute both the column of infantry, and the column of cavalry, 
for attack on his left- and to post the body of reserve on the 
rising ground at his right against the Athenians - were operations 
which the enemy from their neighboring position could not help 
seeing. Yet they either did not heed, or did not un<lerstand, what 
was going on.I Nor was it until Epaminon<las, perceiving all to be 
completed, actually gave the word of command to" take up arms," 
that they had any suspicion of the impending danger. As soon as 
they saw him in full march moving rapidly towards them, surprise 
and tumultuous movement pervaded their bo<ly. The scattered 
hoplites ran to their places ; the officers exerted every effort to 
establish regular array ; the horsemen hastened to bridle their 
horses and resume their breast-plates.2 And though the space 
dividing the two armies was large enough to allow such mischief 
to be partially corrected, - yet soldiers thus taken unawares, hur
ried, and troubled, were not in condition to stand the terrific shock 
of chosen Theban hoplites in deep column. 

The grand force of attack, both of cavalry and infantry, which 
Epaminondas organized on his left, was triumphant in both its 
portions. His cavalry, powerfully aided by the intermingled dart
ers and light troops from Thessaly, Lroke and routed the enemy's 
cavalry opposed to them, and then restraining themselves from pur
suit, turned to fall upon the phalanx of infantry. Epaminondas, 
on his part, with his Thcban column, came into close conflict with 
the JUantinean and Laccdxmonian line of infantry, whom, after a 
desperate struggle of shield, spear, and sword, he bore down by 
superior force aml weight. He broke through the enemy's line 
of infantry at this point, compelling the Laccdremonians opposed 
to him, after a brave and murderous resistance, to turn their backs 
and take to flight. The remaining troops of the enemy's line, 
seeing the best portion of their army defeated and in flight, turned 

1 Perhaps Epaminondas may have contrived in part to conceal what was 
going on by means of cavalry-movements in his front. Something of the 
kind seems alluded to by Polyrenus (ii, 3, 14). 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii, 5, 22. 
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and fled also. The centre and right of Epaminondas, being on a 
less advanced front, hardly came into conflict with the enemy un
til the impression of his charge had been felt, and therefore found 
the troops opposed to them already wavering and disheartened. 
The Achrean, Eleian, and other infantry on that side, gave way 
after a short resistance ; chiefly as it would appear, from conta
gion and alarm, when they saw the Lacedremonians broken. The 
Athenians however, especially the cavalry, on the left wing of their 
own army, seem to have been engaged in serious encounter with 
the cavalry opposite to them. Diodorus affirms them to have 
been beaten, after a gallant fight,1 until the Eleia.n cavalry from 
the right came to their aid. Here, as on many other points, it is 
difficult to reconcile his narrative with Xenophon, who plainly in
timates that the stress of the action fell on the Theban left and 
Lacedremonian right and centre,-and from whose narrative we 
!!hould rather have gathered, that the Eleian cavalry, beaten on 
their own right, may have been aided by the Athenian cavalry 
from the left; reversing the statement of Diodorus. 

In regard to this important battle, however, we cannot grasp 
with confidence anything beyond the capital determining feature 
and the ultimate result.2 The calculations of Epaminondas were 

1 Diodor. xv, 85. 
The orator .lEschines fought among the Athenian J10plites on this occa

sion (.lEschines, Fals. Leg. p. 300. c. 53.) 
• The remark made by Polybius upon this battle descrTes notice. Ho 

states that the description given of the batt}o by Ephorus was extremely 
incorrect and absurd, arguing great ignorance both of the ground where it 
was fought and of the possible movements of the armies. He says that 
Ephorus had displayed the like incompetence also in describing the battle 
of Leuktra; in which case, however, his narrative was Jess misleacling, 
because that battle was simple and easily intcl1igible, involving movements 
only of one wing of each army. But in regard to the battle of Mantinea 
(he says}, the misdcscription of Ephorus was of far more deplorable effect; 
because that battle exhibited much complication and generalship, which 
Ephorus <lid not at all comprehend, as might be seen by any one who meas
ured the grouni1 and studiei1 the movements reported in his narrative (Poly
bius, xii, 25 ). 

Polybius ad<ls that Theopompus and Timieus were as little to be trusted 
in the description of lanil-battles as Ephorus. 'Vhcther this remark has 
special application to the battle of Mantinea, I do not clearly make out. 
Ile gives credit however to Ephorus for greater judgment and accuracy, 
in the description of naval battles. 
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completely realized. The irresistible charge, both of infantry 
and cavalry, made by himself with his left wing, not only defeated 
the troops immediately opposed, but caused the enemy's whole 
army to take flight. It was under these victorious circumstances, 
and while he was pressing on the retiring enemy at the head of 
his Theban column of infantry, that he received a mortal wound 
with a spear in the breast. He was by habit and temper, always 
foremost in braving danger, and on this day probably exposed 
himself preeminently, as a means of encouraging those around 
him, and ensuring the success of hi8 own charge, on which so 
much depended ; moreover, a Grecian general fought on foot in 
the ranks, and carried the same arms (spear, shield, etc.) as a 
private soldier. Diodorus tells us that the Lacedremonian infan
try were making a prolonged resistance, when Epaminondas put 
himself at the head of the Thebans for a fresh and desperate 
effort ; that he stepped forward, darted his javelin, and slew the 
Lacedremonian commander; that having killed several warriors, 
and intimidated others, he forced them to give way; that the 
Lacedremonians, seeing him in advance of his comrades, turned 
upon him and overwhelmed him with darts, some of which he 
avoided, others he turned off with his shield, while others, after 
they had actually entered his body and wounded him, he plucked 
out and employed them in repelling the enemy. At length he 
received a mortal wound in his breast with a spear.I I cannot 
altogether admit to notice these details; which once passed as a 
portion of Grecian history, though they seem rather the offspring 
of an imagination fresh from the perusal of the Iliad than a reci
tal of an actual combat of Thebans and Lacedremonians, both 
eminent for close-rank fighting, with long spear and heavy shield. 

Unfortunately, Polybius has not given us his own description of this bat
tle of l\Iantinea. Ile only says enough to make us feel how imperfectly we 
know its details. There is too much reason to fear that the account which 
we now read in Diodorus may be borrowed in large proportion from that 
very narrative of Ephorus here so much disparaged. 

1 Diodor. xv, 87. Cornelius Nepos (Epam. c. 9) seems to copy the same 
authority as Diodorus, though more sparing of details. He does not seem 
to have read Xenophon. 

I commend the reader again to an excellent note of Dr. Arnold, on Thu
cydides, iv, 11; animadverting upon similar exaggerations and embellish
ments of Diodorus, in the d0~cription of the conduct of Brasidas at Pylns, 

. 15* 
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The mortal wound of Epaminondas, with a spear in the breast, is 
the only part of the case which we really know. The handle of 
the spear broke, and the point was left sticking in his breast. 
He immediately fell, and as the enemy were at that moment in 
retreat, fell into the arms of his own comrades. There was no 
dispute for the possession of his body, as there had been for Kleom
brotus at Leuktra. 

The news of his mortal wound spread like wild-fire through his 
army; and the effect produced is among the most extraordinary 
phenomena in all Grecian military history. I give it in the words 
of the contemporary historian. "It was thus (says Xenophon) 
that Epaminondas arranged his order of attack; and he was not 
disappointed in his- expectation. For having been victorious, on 
the point where he himself charged, he caused the whole army of 
the enemy to take flight. But so soon as he fell, those who 
remained had no longer any power even of rightly using the vic
tory. Though the phalanx of the enemy's infantry was in full 
flight, the Theban hoplites neither killed a single man more, nor 
advanced a step beyond the actual ground of conflict. Though 
the enemy's cavalry was also in full flight, yet neither did the 
Theban horsemen continue their pursuit, nor kill any more either 
of horsemen or of hoplites, but fell back through the receding 
enemies with the timidity of beaten men. The light troops and 
peltasts, who had been mingled with the Theban cavalry and had 
aided in their victory, spread themselves over towards the enemy's 
left with the security of conquerors ; but there (being unsupported 
by their own horsemen) they were mostly cut to pieces by the 
Athenians." l 

Astonishing as this recital is, we cannot doubt that it is literally 

I Xen. Bellen. vii, 5, 25. T1/v µ"i:v oi) uvµ(3oA1/v ovrwr t'lroti/aaro, Kat OVI( 
bpe!Jat'J71 Ti/r eATrioor· 1<parfiaar yap, ~ 7rpoai(3a°),,ev, i)°),,ov tTroi
11 a e '/>evyuv TO TWV lvavriwv. 'ETrei ye µ~v lt<.eivor; faeuev, ol AOl'lrOt ovoe 
TV VlK'J bpt'Jwr fri lovvaa-t'Jr;aav xpfiaaa-t'Jai, UAAU tpvyovur;r µ"i:v a-broir Tig 
tvavriar tpaAayy01:, OVOt'Va U'lrfKTetvav ol 011"Atrat, ovoe 7rpO~A-t'Jov EK TOV xc.1
piov lv-t'Ja Quvµ{3oA~ lyevero • tpvyovTCJV o' avroir Kat TWV t7r7rewv, arriKTetvav 
µ'i:v oM'i: ol l'lr'Trtir otCit<.ovrer OVTE lrrrrfor ov-t'J' orrMrar, (Jarrep o'i: i/rrtJµevo4 
1f'£tpof3r;µi'Vwr Ota TWV t/>tvy6vrwv 'lrOAeµfov oti'lreaov. Kai µ1/v ol aµt'lr'lrOt Kal 
al 7rei\raurat, <1VVV£VlKflKOT£f TOLf t'lr'lreV<ItV, at/>tKOVTO µ°i:v lrrl TOV evwvvµov, 
t!ir Kparoiivrer· EKEi oe V'lrO TWV 'At'Jr;vaic.1v ol 1rA£i<ITO£ avTCJv ciTri-t'Javov. 

http:At'Jr;vaic.1v
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true, since it contradicts the sympathies of the reciting witness. 
Nothing but the pressure of undeniable evidence could have con
strained Xenophon to record a scene so painful to him as the 
Lacedremonian army beaten, in full flight, and rescued from de
struction only by the untimely wound of the Theban general. 
That Epaminondas would leave no successor either equal or sec
ond to himself, now that Pelopidas was no more, - that the army 
which he commanded should be incapable of executing .new 
movements or of completing an unfinished campaign,- we can 
readily conceive. But that on the actual battle-field, when the 
moment of dangerous and doubtful struggle has been already gone 
through, and when the soldier's blood is up, to reap his reward in 
pursuit of an enemy whom he sees fleeing before him-that at 
this crisis of exuberant impatience, when Epaminondas, had he 
been unwounded, would have found it difficult to restrain his sol
diers from excessive forwardness, they should have become at 
once paralyzed and disarmed on hearing of his fall,- this is what 
we could not have believed, had we not found it attested by a 
witness at once contemporary and hostile. So striking a proof 
bas hardly ever been rendered, on the part of soldiers towards 
their general, of devoted and absorbing sentiment. All the hopes 
of this army, composed of such diverse elements, were centred in 
Epaminondas; all their confidence of success, all their security 
against defeat, were derived from the idea of acting under his 
orders ; all their power, even of striking down a defeated enemy, 
appeared to vanish when those orders were withdrawn. "\Ve are 
not indeed to speak of such a proceeding with commendation. 
Thebes and her allied cities had great reason to complain of their 
soldiers, for a grave dereliction of military duty, and a capital dis
appointment of well-earned triumph,- whatever may be our feel
ings about the motive. Assuredly the man who would be most 
chagrined of all, and whose dying moments must have been embit

. tered if he lived to hear it, - was Epaminondas liimself. But 
when we look at the fact simply as a mark and measure of the 
ascendency established by him over the minds of his soldiers, it 
will be found hardly pamlleled in history. I have recounted, a 
few pages ago, the intense grief displayed by the Thebans and 
their allies in Thessaly over the dead body of Pelopidasl on the 

1 Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. 33, 34. 
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hill of Kynoskephalre. But all direct and deliberate testimonies 
of attachment to a dead or dying chief (and doubtless these too 
were abundant on the field of J'ilantinea) fall short of the Invol
untary suspension of arms in the tempting hour of victory. 

That the real victory, the honors of the day, belonged to Epami
nondas and the Thebans, we know from the conclusive evidence 
of Xenophon. But as the vanquished, being allowed to retire 
unpursued, were only separated by a short distance from the walls 
of l\Iantinea, and perhaps rallied even before reaching the town, 
- as the Athenian cavalry had cut to pieces some of the strag
gling light troops,-they too pretended to have gained a victory. 
Trophies were erected on both sides. Nevertheless the Thebans 
were masters of the field of battle; so that the Lacedremonians, 
after some hesitation, were forced to send a herald to solicit truce 
for the burial of the slain, and to grant for burial such Theban 
bodies as they had in their possession.I This was the understood 
confession of defeat. 

The surgeons, on examining the wound of Epaminondas, with 
the spear-head yet sticking in it, pronounced that he must die as 
soon as that was withdrawn. He first inquired whether his shield 
was safe; and his shield-bearer, answering in the affirmative, pro
duced it before his eyes. He next asked about the issue of the 
battle, and was informed that his own army was victorious.2 He 
then desired to see Iolaidas and Daiphantus, whom he intended to 
succeed him as commanders; but received the mournful reply, that 
both of them had been slain.3 "Then (said he) you must make 

1 The statement of Diodorus (xv, 87) on this point appears to me more 
probable than that of Xenophon (vii, 5, 26 ). 

The Athenians boasted much of this slight success with their cavalry, 
enhancing its value by acknowledging that all their allies had been defeated 
around them (Plutarch, De Gloria Athen. p. 350 A.). 

• Diodor. xv, 88 ; Cicero, De l<'inibus, ii, 30, 97 ; Epist~l. ad Familiares, 
v, 	12, 5. 

3 Plutarch, Apophthegm. Regum, p. 194 C.; JElian, Y. H. xii, 3. 
Both Plutarch and Diodorus talk of Epaminondas being carried back to 

the camp. But it seems that there could hardly have been any camp. 
Epaminondas had marched out only a few hours before from Tegea. A 
tent may have been erected on the field to receive him. Five centuries 
afterwards, the Mantineans showed to the traveller Pausanias a spot called 
Skiope near the field of battle, to which (they affirmed) the wounded Epami
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peace with the enemy." He ordered the spear-head to be with
drawn, when the efflux of blood speedily terminated his life. 

Of the three questions here ascribed to the dying chief, the 
third is the gravest and most significant. The death of these two 
other citizens, the only men in the camp whom Epaminondas 
could trust, shows how aggravated and irreparable was the The
ban loss, not indeed as to number, but as to quality. Not merely 
Epaminondas himself, but the only two men qualified in some 
measure to replace him, perished in the same field ; and Pelopi
das had fallen in the preceding year. Such accumulation of indi
vidual losses must be borne in mind when we come to note the 
total suspension of Theban glory and dignity, after this dearly
bought victory. It affords emphatic evidence of the extreme 
forwardness with which their leaders exposed themselves, as well 
as of the gallant resistance which they experienced. 

The death of Epaminondas spread rejoicing in the Lacedremo
nian camp proportioned to the sorrow of the Theban. To more 
than one warrior was assigned the honor of having struck the 
blow. The l\Iantineans gave it to their citizen l\Iachrerion; the 
Athenians, to Gryllus son of Xenophon; the Spartans, to their 
countryman Antikrates.1 At Sparta, distinguished honor was 
shown, even in the days of Plutarch, to the posterity of Anti
krates, who was believed to have rescued the city from her most 
formidable enemy. Such tokens afford precious testimony, from 
witnesses beyond all suspicion, to the memory of Epaminondas. 

How the news of his death was received at Thebes, we have 
no positive account. But there can be no doubt that the sorrow, 

nondas had been carried off, in great pain, and with his hand on his wound 
- from whence he had looked with anxiety on the continuing battle (Pau
san. viii, 11, 4). 

1 Plutarch, Agesilaus, c. 35; Pausanias, i, 3, 3; viii, 9, 2-5; viii.11, 4; 
ix, 15, 3. 

The reports however which Pausanias gives, and the name of Mnchre
rion which he heard both at Mantinea and at Sparta, are confused, and are 
hardly to be reconciled with the story of Plutarch. 

Moreover, it would seem that the subsequent Athenians did not clearly 
distinguish between the first battle fought by the Athenian cavalry, imme
diately after their arrival at l\Iantinca, when they rescued that town from 
being surprised by the Thebans and Thessalians - and the general action 
which followed a few days afterwa.rds, wherein Epaminondas was slain. 
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so paralysing to the victorious solrliers on the field of l\Iantinea, 
was felt with equal acuteness, and with an effect not less depress
ing, in the senate-house and market-place of Thebes. The city, 
the citizen-soldiers, and the allies, would be alike impressed with 
the mournful conviction, that the dying injunction of Epaminon
das must be executed. Accordingly, negotiations were opened, 
and peace was concluded,- probably at once, before the army left 
Peloponnesus. The Thebans and their Arcadian allies exacted 
nothing mere than the recognition of the statu quo; to leave 
everything exactly as it was, without any change or reactionary 
measure, yet admitting l\Iegalopolis, with the Pan-Arcadian con
stitution attached to it, - and admitting also l\Iessene as an inde
pendent city. Against this last article Sparta loudly and peremp
torily protested. But not one of her allies sympathized with her 
feelings. Some, indeed, were decidedly against her ; to such a 
degree, that we find the maintenance of independent l\Iessene 
against Sparta ranking shortly afterwards as an admitted principle 
in Athenian foreign politics.• Neither Athenians, nor Eleians, 
nor Arcadians, desired to see Sparta strengthened. None had 
any interest in prolonging the war, with prospects doubtful to 
every one; while all wished to see the large armies now in Ar
cadia dismissed. Accordingly, the peace was sworn to on these 
conditions, and the autonomy of l\fessene guaranteed, by all, ex
cept the Spartans; who alone stood out, keeping themselves with
out friends or auxiliaries, in the hope for better times, - rather 
than submit to what they considered as an intolerable degra
dation.2 

Under these conditions, the armies on both sides retired. Xeno
phon is right in saying, that neither party gained anything, either 
city, territory, or dominion; though before the battle, considering 

1 See the oration of Demosthenes on behalf of the Megalopolitans 
(Orat. xvi, s. IO, p. 204; s. 21. p. 206). 

1 Plutarch, Agesilaus, c. 35 ; Dioclor. xv, 89 ; Polybius, iv, 33. 
Mr. Fynes Clinton (Fasti Hellen. n. Ct 361) assigns the conclusion of 

peace to the succeeding year. I do not know however what ground there 
is for assuming such an interval between the battle and the peace. Diodo
rus appears to place the latter immediately after the former. This would 
not count for much, indeecl, against any considerable counter-probability; 
but the probability here (in my judgment) is rather in favor of immediate 
sequence between the two events. 
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the magnitude of the two contending armies, every one had ex
pected that the victors, whichever they were, would become mas
ters, and the vanquished, subjects. But his assertion,- that" there 
was more disturbance, and more matter of dispute, in Greece, 
after the battle than before it,"- must be interpreted, partly as 
the inspiration of a philo-Laconian sentiment, which regards a 
peace not accepted by Sparta as no peace at all, - partly as based 
on the circumstance, that no definite headship was recognized as 
possessed by any state. Sparta had once enjoyed it, and had set 
the disgraceful example of suing out a confirmation of it from the 
Persian king at the peace of Antalkidas. Both Thebes and 
Athens had aspired to the same dignity, and both by the like 
means, since the battle of Leuktra; neither of them had succeeded. 
Greece was thus left without a head, and to this extent the af
firmation of Xenophon is true. But it would not be correct to 
suppose that the last expedition of Epaminondas into Peloponne
sus, was unproductive of any results, - though it was disappointed 
of its great and brilliant fruits by his untimely death. Before he 
marched in, the Theban party in Arcadia, (Tegea, 1\Iegalopolis, 
etc.), was on the point of being crushed by the JUantineans and 
their allies. His expedition, though ending in an indecisive vic
tory, nevertheless broke up the confederacy enlisted in support of 
J.fantinea; enabling Tegea and l\Iegalopolis to maintain themselves 
against their Arcadian opponents, and thus leaving the frontier 
against Sparta unimpaired. ·while therefore we admit the affirm
ation of Xenophon,_.. that Thebes did not gain by the battle 
either city, or territory, or dominion,-we must at the same time 
add, that she gained the preservation of her Arcadian allies, and 
of her anti-Spartan frontier, including :Messene. 

This was a gain of considerable importance. But dearly, indeed, 
was it purchased, by the blood of her first hero, shed on the field 
of J.fatinea; not to mention his two seconds, whom we know only 
from his verdict, - Daiphantus and Iolaidas.1 Ile was buried 
on the field of battle, and a monumental column was erected on 
his tomb. · 

Scarcely any character in Grecian history has been judged 
with so much unanimity as Epaminondas. He has obtained a 
meed of admiration, - from all, sincere and hearty, - from some, 

1 Pausanias, viii, 11, 4, 5. 
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enthusiastic. Cicero pronounces him to be the first man of 
Greece.1 The judgment of Polybius, though not summed up 
so emphatically in a single epithet, is delivered in a manner 
hardly less significant and laudatory. Nor was it merely histo
rians or critics who formed this judgment. The best men of action, 
combining the soldier and the patriot, such as Timoleon and Philo
premen,2 set before them Epaminondas as their model to copy. 
The remark has been often made, and suggests itself whenever we 
speak of Epaminondas, though its full force will be felt only when 
we come to follow the subsequent history, - that with him the 
dignity and commanding influence of Thebes both began and 
ended. His period of active political life comprehends sixteen 
years, from the resurrection of Thebes into a free community, by 
the expulsion of the Lacedremonian harmost and garrison, and the 
subversion of the ruling oligarchy, - to the fatal day of l\Iantinea 
(379-362 B. c.). His prominent and unparalleled ascendency be
longs to the last eight years, from the victory of Leuktra (371 
B. c.). Throughout this whole period, both all that we know and all 
that we can reasonably divine, fully bears out the judgment of Po
lybius and Cicero, who had the means of knowing much more. 
And this too, - let it be observed, - though Epaminondas is tried 
by a severe canon : for the chief contemporary witness remaining 
is one decidedly hostile. Even the philo-Laconia~ Xenophon finds 
neither misdeeds nor omissions to reveal in the capital enemy of 
Sparta,- mentions him only to record what is honorable, - and 
manifests the perverting bias mainly by ·suppressing or slurring 
over his triumphs. The man whose eloquence bearded Agesilaus 
at the congress immediately preceding the battle of Leuktra,3
who in that battle stripped Sparta of her glory, and transferred the 
wreath to Thebes, - who a few months afterwards, not only rav
aged all the virgin tenitory of Laconia, but cut off the best half 
of it for the restitution of independent l\fessene, and erected the 
hostile Arcadian community of l\Iegalopolis on its frontier, - the 
author of thes~ fatal disasters inspires t? Xenophon such intolera

1 Cicero, Tusculan. i, 2, 4; De Orator. iii, 34, 139. "Epaminondas, 
princeps, mco judicio, Grrecire,'' etc. 

1 l'lutarch, Philopoomen, c. 3 ; Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 36 
8 See the inscription of four lines copied by Pansanias from the statue of 

Epaminondas at Thebes (Pans. ix, 16, 3) :
'Hµeripaic f3ov"A.al( °1:.1rapTTJ µcv i:Keiparo o6;av, etc. 

http:f3ov"A.al
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ble chagrin and antipathy, that in the two first he keeps back the 
name, and in the third, suppresses the thing done. But in the last 
campaign, preceding the battle of Mantinea (whereby Sparta incur
red no poRitive loss, and where the death of Epaminondas softened 
every predisposition against him), there was no such violent pres
sure upon the fidelity of the historian. Accordingly, the concluding 
chapter of Xenophon's ' Hellenica' contains a panegyric,1 ample 
and unqualified, upon the military merits of the Theban general; 
upon his daring enterprise, his comprehensive foresight, his care 
to avoid unnecessary exposure of soldiers, his excellent discipline, 
his well-combined tactics, his fertility of aggressive resource in 
striking at the weak points of the enemy, who content themselves 
with following and parrying his blows (to use a simile of Demos
thenes2) like an unskilful pugilist, and only succeed in doing so by 
signal aid from accident. The effort of strategic genius, then for 
the first time devised and applied, of bringing an irresistible force 
of attack to bear on one point of the hostile line, while the rest of 
his army was kept comparatively back until the action had been 
thus decided, - is clearly noted by Xenophon, together with its 
triumphant effect, at the battle of l\Iantinea ; though the very same 
combination on the fiel<l of Leuktra is slurred over in his descrip
tion, as if it were so common-place as not to require any mention 
of the chief with whom it originated. Compare Epaminondas 
with Agesilaus, - how great is the superiority of the first, - even 
in the narrative of Xf!nophon, the earnest panegyrist of the other I 
How manifestly are we made to see that nothing except the fatal 
spear-wound at Mantinea, prevented him from reaping the fruit of 
a series of admirable arrangements, and from becoming arbiter of 
Peloponnesus, including Sparta herself! 

The military merits alone of Epaminondas, had they merely 
belonged to a general of mercenaries, combined with nothing praise
worthy in other ways,-would have stamped him as a man of high 
and original genius, above every other Greek, antecedent or con
temporary. But it is the peculiar excellence of this great man 
that we are not compelled to borrow from one side of his character 
in order to compensate deficiencies in another.3 His splendid mili

1 Xenoph. Hellen. vii, 5, 8, 9. 

1 Demosthenes, Philipp. I, p. 51, s. 46. 

3 The remark of Diodorus (xv, 88) upon Epaminondas is more emphatic 

VOL. X. 23oc. 
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tary capacity was never prostituted to personal ends: neither to 
avarice, nor ambition, nor overweening vanity. Poor at the begin
ning of his life, he left at the end of it not enough to pay his fune
ral expenses; having despised the many opportunities for enrich
ment which his position afforded, as well as the richest offers from 
foreigners.I Of ambition he had so little, by natural temperament, 
that his friends accused him of torpor. But as soon as the perilous 
exposure of Thebes required it, he displayed as much energy in 
her defence as the most ambitious of her citizens, without any of 
that captious exigence, frequent in ambitious men, as to the amount 
of glorification or deference due to him from his countrymen. And 
his personal vanity was so faintly kindled, even after the prodigious 
success at Leuktra, that we find him serving in Thessaly as a pri
vate hoplite in the ranks, and in the city as an redile or inferior 
street-magistrate, under the title of Telearchus. An illustrious 
specimen of that capacity and good-will, both to command and to be 
commanded, which Aristotle pronounces to form in their combina
tion the chamcteristic feature of the worthy citizen:2 He once 
incurred the displeasure of his fellow-citizens, for his wise and 
moderate policy in Achaia, which they were ill-judged enough to 
reverse. We cannot doubt also that he was frequently attacked 
by political censors and enemies, - the condition of eminence in 
every free state; but neither of these causes rufiled the dignified 
calmness of his political course. As he never courted popularity 
by unworthy arts, so he bore unpopularity without murmurs, and 
without angry renunciation of patriotic duty.3 

than we usually find in him, -ITapil µ'i:v yr'tp haar't' ri:Jv aAAwv ;v uv evpot 
1rporip11µa r»r oot;11r, 'trapa oi: TOVT<,J 'lraaar rar ciperar iJ{}pntaµivar. 

1 Poiybius, xxxii, 8, 6. Cornelius Nepos (Epaminondas, c. 4) gives one 
anecdote, among several which he affirms to have found on record, of large 
pecuniary presents tendered to, and repudiated by, Epaminondas; an anec
dote recounted 1'ith so much precision of detail, that it appears to d.eserve 
credit, though we cannot assign the exact time when the alleged briber, 
Diomedon of Kyzicus, came to Thebes. 

Plutarch (De Gcnio Socrutis, p. 583 J<'.) relates an incident about Jason 
of Pherro tendering money in vain to Eparninondas, which cannot well 
have happened before the liberation of the Kadrneia (the period to which 
Plutarch's dialogue assigns it), but may have happened afterwards. 

Compare Plutarch, Apophthegm, Reg. p. 193 C.; and Plutarch's Life of 
Fabius Maximus, c. 27. 2 Aristotel. Politic. iii, 2, IO. 

3 Plutarch, Compar. Alkibiad. and Coriolanus, c. 4. 'Eird To ye µ~ At· 
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The mildness of his antipathies against political opponents at 
home was undeviating; and, what is even more remarkable, amidst 
the precedence and practice of the Grecian world, his hostility 
against foreign enemies, Breotian dissentients, and Theban exiles, 
was uniformly free from reactionary vengeance. Sufficient proofs 
have been adduced in the preceding pages of this rare union of 
attributes in the same individual; of lofty disinterestedness, not 
merely as to corrupt gains, but as to the more seductive irritabili
ties of ambition, combined with a just measure of attachment 
towards partisans, and unparalleled gentleness towards enemies. 
His friendship with Pelopidas was never disturbed during the fif
teen years of their joint political career ; an absence of jealousy 
signal and creditable to both, though most creditable to Pelopidas, 
the richer, as well as the inferior, man of the two. To both, and to 
the harmonious cooperation of both, Thebes owed her short-lived 
splendor and ascendency. Yet when we compare the one with the 
other, we not only miss in Pelopidas the transcendent strategic 
genius and conspicuous eloquence, but even the constant vigilance 
and prudence, which never deserted his friend. If Pelopidas had 
had Epaminondas as his companion in Thessaly, he would hardly 
have trusted himself to the good faith, nor tasted the dungeon, of 
the Pherrean Alexander ; nor would he have rushed forward to 
certain destruction, in a transport of phrensy, at the view of that 
hated tyrant in the subsequent battle. 

In eloquence, Epaminondas would doubtless have found supe
riors at Athens ; but at Thebes, he had neither equal, nor prede
cessor, nor successor. Under the new phase into which Thebes 
passed by the expulsion of the Lacedmmonians out of the Kad
meia, such a gift was second in importance only to the· great strat
egic qualities ; while the combination of both elevated their pos
sessor into the envoy, the counsellor, the debater, of his eountry,1 

'lrapi/ µ710!: -&epa'!revn1<ov OXACJV elvat, Ka~ MireAi.01: eixe Kat 'Ap1uu!OTJ!: Kai 
'E'lraµeivwvoa,. UAAU T<fi Karn<f>povelv i:i, uA71-8w1: cJV 0~µ61: foTt Kai ooiivat 
Kat u<f>eUu-&at KVpto1:, £;or;Tpa1<tl;6µevot Kal U'lrOXetpOTOVOV(lCVOl Kai J<aTaOtKa
l;oµevot 'll"OAAUJ<l!: OVI< iipyil;ovTo TOi!: 'lrOALTat!: uyvwµovoilutv, tiAA' 1/yarrwv 
av-&tr µeraµeAoµi:vovr Kat Ot1]AAUTTOVTO rrapaKaAOVVTWV. 

1 See an anecdote about Epaminondas as the diplomatist and negotiator 
on behalf of Thebes against Athens -0t1<awAoyovµevo,, etc. Athenreus, 
xiv, p. 650 E. 

http:MireAi.01
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as well as her minister at war and commander-in-chief. The 
shame of acknowledging Thebes as leading state in Greece, em
bodied in the current phrases about Breotian stupidity, would be 
sensibly mitigated, when her representative in an assembled con
gress ~poke with the flowing abundance of the Homeric Odysseus, 
instead of the loud, brief, and hurried bluster of l\fenelaus.1 The 
possession of such eloquence, ami<lst the uninspiring atmosphere 
of Thebes, implied far greater mental force than a similar accom
plishment would have betokened at Athens. In Epaminondas, it 
was steadily associated with thought and action, - that triple com
bination of thinking, speaking, and acting, which Isokrates and 
other Athenian sophists2 set before their hearers as the stock and 
qualification for meritorious civic life. To the bodily training and 
soldier-like practice, common to all Thebans, Epaminondas added 
an ardent intellectual impulse and a range of discussion with the 
philosophical men around, peculiar to himself. He was not floated 
into public life by the accident of birth or wealth, - nor hoisted 
and propped up by oligarchical clubs,-nor even determined to 
it originally by any spontaneous ambition of his own. But the 
great revolution of 379 B. c., which expelled from Thebes both 
the Lacedmmonian garrison and the local oligarchy who ruled by 
its aid, forced him forward by the strongest obligations_ both of 
duty and interest; since nothing but an energetic defence coultl 
rescue both him and every other free Theban from slavery. It 
was by the like necessity that the American revolution, and the 
first French revolution, thrust into the front rank the most 
instructed and capable men of the country, whether ambitious by 
temperament or not. As the pressure of the time impelled 
Epaminondas forward, so it also disposed his countrymen to look 
out for a competent leader wherever he was to be found; and in_ 

1 Homer, Iliad, iii, 210-220 (Menelaus and Odysseus)
'AA.A.' ore ol; Tpwwutv uyetpoµi:votUlV lµ1;:r...Jev, 

'Hrot µ'i:v l\frvi:A.aoi- emrpo;:r.ao7Jv uyopeve, 

Ilaiipa µ'f:v, UAAll µaAa AIYflJS°" Errft OV 'IT:O/,vµv..Joi-, etc, 

.•.. 'AA.ii' ore o~ p' oira re µeyaA.17v t" ur~&eoi- Zet (Odysseus), 

Kai lirea vt<f>u&umv toucora ;:r.eiµepir;utv, 

Ov1Cfr' lrretr' 'Oovui/t y' lptuUflE (3poroi- uA.A.or, etc. 


1 See Vol. VIII. of this History, Ch.Ixvii, p.357-397-qiooveiv, A.i:yetv, 
1<ai 'IT:parretv, etc. 

http:3poroi-uA.A.or
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no other living man could they obtain the same union of the sol
dier, the general, the orator, and the patriot. Looking through 
all Grecian history, it is only in Perikles that we find the like 
many-sided excellence; for though much inferior to Epaminon
das as a general, Perikles must be held superior to him as a states
man. But it is alike true of both,- and the remark tends much 
to illustrate the sources of Grecian excellence, - that neither 
sprang exclusively from the school of practice and experience. 
They both brought to that school minds exercised in the conver
sation of the most instructed philosophers and sophists accessible 
to them, - trained to varied intellectual combinations and to a 
larger range of subjects than those that came before the public 
assembly, - familiarized with reasonings which the scrupulous 
piety of Nikias forswore, and which the devoted military patriot
ism of Pelopidas disdained. 

On one point, as I have already . noticed, the policy recom
mended by Epaminondas to his countrymen appears of question
able wisdom, - his advice to compete with Athens for transma
rine and naval power. One cannot recognize in this advice the 
same accurate estimate of permanent causes, - the same long
sighted view, of the conditions of strength to Thebes and of weak
ness to her enemies, which dictated the foundation of :Messene 
and :Megalopolis. These two towns, when once founded, took 
such firm root, that Sparta could not persuade even her own allies 
to aid in effacing them ; a clear proof of the sound reasoning on 
which their founder had proceeded. What Epaminondas would 
have done, - whether he would have followed out maxims equally 
prudent and penetrating, - if he had survived the victory of l\Ian
tinca, - is a point which we cannot pretend to divine. He would 
have found himself then on a pinnacle of glory, and invested with 
a plenitude of power, such as no Greek ever held without abus
ing. But all that we know of Epaminondas justifies the conjec
ture that he would have been found equal, more than any other 
Greek, even to this great trial; and that his untimely death shut 
him out from a future not less honorable to himself, than beneficial 
to Thebes and to Greece generally. 

Of the private life and habits of Epaminondas we know scarcely 
anytliing. w·e are told that he never married; and we find brief 
allusions, without any details, to attachments in which he is said 
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to have indulged.l Among the countrymen of Pindar,2 devoted 
attachment between mature men and beautiful youths was more 
frequent than in other parts of Greece. It was confirmed by 
interchange of mutual oaths at the tomb of Iolaus, and was reck
oned upon as the firmest tie of military fidelity in the hour of 
battle. Asopichus and Kaphisodorus are named as youths to 
whom Epaminondas was much devoted. The first fought with 
desperate bravery at the battle of Leuktra, and after the victory 
caused an image of the Leuktrian trophy to be carved on his 
shield, which he dedicated at Delphi; 3 the second perished along 
with his illustrious friend and chief on the field of l\lantinea, and 
was buried in a grave closely adjacent to him.4 

It rather appears that the Spartans, deeply incensed against 
their allies for having abandoned them in reference to Messene, 
began to turn their attention away from the affairs of Greec~ to 
those of Asia and Egypt. But the dissensions in Arcadia were 
not wholly appeased even by the reccent peace. The city of l\Ie
galopolis had been founded only eight years before by the coales
cence of many smaller townships, all previously enjoying a sepa
rate autonomy more or less perfect. The 'Vehement anti-Spartan 
impulse, which marked the two years immediately succeeding the 
battle of Leuktra, had overruled to so great a degree the prior 
instincts of these townships, that they had lent themselves to the 
plans of Lykomedes and Epaminondas for an enlarged commu
nity in the new city. But since that period, reaction had taken 
place. The l\Iantineans had come to be at the head of an anti
Megalopolitan party in Arcadia; and several of the communities 
which had been merged in l\Iegalopolis, counting upon aid from 
them and from the Eleians, insisted on seceding, and returning to 

1 Plutarch, Apophtheg. Reg. p. 192 E. Athenro. xiii, p. 590 C. 
1 Hieronymus np. Athenre. xiii, p. 602 A.; Plutarch, Pelopidns, c. 18; 

Xen. Rep. Lacedremon. ii, 12. 
See the striking and impassioned fragment of Pindar, addressed by him 

when old to the youth Theoxenus of Tenedos, Fragm. 2 of the Skolia, in 
Dissen's edition, and Boeckh's edition of Pindar, vol. iii, p. 611, ap. Athe
nreum, xiii, p. 605 C. 

3 See Theopompus, Frag. 182, ed. Didot, ap. Athe~re. xiii, p. 605 A. 
' Plutarch, Pelopid. ut sup.; Plutarch, Amatorius, p. 761 D.; compare 

Xenoph. Hellen. iv, 8, 39. 
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their original autonomy. But for foreign aid, Megalopolis would 
now have been in great difficulty. A pressing request was sent 
to the Thebans, who despatched into Arcadia three thousand hop
lites under Pammenes. This force enabled the 1\Iegalopolitans, 
though not without measures of considerable rigor, to uphold the 
integrity of their city, and keep the refractory members in com
munion.t And it appears that the interference thus obtained was 

1 Diodor. xv, 94. 
I venture here to depart from Diodorus, who states that these three thou· 

sand men were Athenians, not Thebans ; that the l\Iegalopolitans sent to ask 
aid from Athens, and that the Athenians sent these three thousand men under 
Pammenes. 

That Diodorus (or the copyist) has here mistaken Thebans for Athe
nians, appears to me, on the following grounds:

1. Whoever reads attentively the oration delivered by Demosthenes in 
the Athenian assembly (about ten years after this period) respecting the 
propriety of sending an armed force to defend Megalopolis against the 
threats of Sparta-will see, I think, that Athens can never before have 
sent any military assistance to Megalopolis. Both the arguments which 
Demosthenes urges. and those which he combo.ts as having been urged by 
opponents, exclude the reality of any such previous proceeding. 

2. Even at the time when the above-mentioned oration wa~ delivered, the 
Megalopolitans were still (compare Diodorus, xvi, 39) under special alli
ance with, and guardianship of, Thebes - though the latter had then been 
so much weakened by the Sacred War and other causes, that it seemed 
doubtful whether she could give them complete protection against Sparta. 
But in the year next after the battle of l\Iantinea, the alliance between 
Megalopolis and Thebes, as well M the hostility between Megalopolis and 
Athens, was still fresher and more intimate. The Thebo.us (then in unim
paired power), who had fought for them in the preceding year, - not the 
Athenians, who had fought against them, - would be the persons invoked 
for aid to Megalopolis ; nor had any positive reverses as yet occurred to 
disable the Thebo.ns from furnishing aid. 

3. Lastly, Pammenes is a Theban general, friend of Epaminondas. He is 
mentioned as such not only by Diodorus himself in another place (xvi, 34), 
but also by PausanillS (viii, 27, 2), as the general who had been sent to 
watch over the building of Megalopolis, by Plutarch (Plutarch, Pelopidas, 
c. 26; Plutarch, Reipub. Gerend. Prrecept. p. 805 F.), and by Polyrenus (v, 
16, 3 ). 'Ve find a private Athenian citizen named Pammenes, a goldsmith, 
mentioned in the oration of Demosthenes against l\foidiM ( s. 31. p. 521); 
but no Athenian officer or public man of that time so named. 

Upon these grounds, I cannot but feel convinced that Pammenes and his 
troops were Thebans, and not Athenians. 

I am happy to find myself in con,currence with Dr. Thirlwall on this 
point (Hist. Gr. vol. v, ch. xliii, p. 368 note). 

http:Thebo.ns
http:Thebo.us
http:combo.ts
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permanently efficacious, so that the integrity of this recent Pan
Arcadian community was no farther disturbed. 

The old king Agesilaus was compelled, at the age of eighty, to 
see the dominion of Sparta thus irrevocably narrowed, her influ
ence in Arcadia overthrown, and the loss of Messene formally 
sanctioned even by her own allies. All his protests, and those of 
his son Archidamus, so strenuously set forth by Isokrates, had 
only ended by isolating Sparta more than ever from Grecian 
support and sympathy. Archidamus probably never seriously 
attempted to execute the desperate scheme which he had held out 
as a threat some two or three years before the battle of l\Iantinea; 
that the Lacedremonians would send away their wives and fami
lies, and convert their military population into a perpetual camp, 
never to lay down arms until they should have reconquered :Mes
sene or perished in the attempt.l Yet he and his father, though 
deserted by all Grecian allies, had not yet abandoned the hope 
that they might obtain aid, in the shape of money for levying 
mercenary troops, from the native princes in Egypt and the 
revolted Persian satraps in Asia, with whom they seem to have 
beenJor some time in a sort of correspondence.2 

About the time of the battle of .l\Iantinea,-and as it would 
seem, for some years before, - a large portion of the western 
dominions of the Great King were in a state partly of revolt, 
partly of dubious obedience. Egypt had been for some years in 
actual revolt, and under native princes, whom the Persians had 
vainly endeavored to subdue (employing for that purpose the aid 
of the Athenian generals Iphikrates and Timotheus) both in 374 
and 371 B. c. Ariobarzanes, satrap of the region near the Pro
pontis and the Hellespont, appears to have revolted about the 
year 367-366 B. c. In other parts of Asia 1\Iinor, too,-Paph
lagonia, Pisidia, etc, - the subordinate princes or governors be
came disaffected to Artaxerxes. But their ditiaffection was for a 
certain time kept down by the extraordinary ability and vigor of 
a Karian named Datames, commander for the king in a part of 
Kappadokia, who gained several important victories over them, 
by rapidity of movement and well-combined stratagem. At 
length the services of Datames became so distinguished as to 

1 See Isokrates, Orat. vi, ( Archidamus) s. 85-93. 
1 Isokrates, Or. vi, ( Archid.) s. 73. 
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excite the jealousy of many of the Persian grandees ; who poi
soned the royal mind against him, and thus drove him to raise the 
standard of revolt in his own district of Kappadokia, under alli
ance and concert with Ariobarzanes. It was in vain that Auto
phradates, satrap of Lydia, was sent by Artaxerxes with a pow
erful force to subdue Darames. The latter resisted all the open 
force of Persia, and was at length overcome onJy by the treach
erous conspiracy of Mithridates (son of Ariobarzanes), who, cor
rupted by the Persian oourt and beooming a traitor both to his 
father Ariobarzanes and to Datames, simulated zealous coopera• 
tion, tempted the latter to a confidential interview, and there assas
sinated him. I 
· Still, however, there remained powe1ful princes and satraps in 
Asia l\1inor, disaffected to the court; l\1aus0lus, prince of Karia ; 
Orontes, satrap of l\1ysia, and Autophradates, satrap of Lydia, 
the last having now apparently joined the revolters, though he had 
before been active in upholding the authority of the Icing. It seems 
too that the revolt extended to Syria and Phrenicia, so that all the 
western coast with its large revenues, as well as Egypt, was at 
once subtracted from the empire. Tachos, native king of Egypt, 
was prepared to lend assistance to this formidable combination of 
disaffected commande1·.:;, who selected Orontes as their chief; con
fiding to him their united forces, and sending Rheomithres to 
Egypt to procure pecuniary aid. But the Persian court broke the 
force of this combination by corrupting both Orontes and Rheomi
thres, who betrayed their confederates, and caused the enterprise 
to fail. Of the particulars we know little or nothing.2 

· 1 Cornelius Nepos has given a biography of Datames at some length, 
recounting his military exploits and stratagems. He places Datames, in 
point of military talent, above aU barbari, except Hamilcar Barca and 
Hannibal (c. I). Polyrenus also (vii, 29) recounts several memorable pro
ceedings of the same chief. Compare too Diodorus, xv, 91 ; and Xen. 
Cyropred, viii, 8, 4. 

vYe cannot make out with any certainty either the history, or the chro
nology, of Datames. His exploits seem to belong to the last ten years of 
Artaxerxes Mncmon, and his death seems to have taken place a little before 
the death of that prince; which last event is to be assigned to 359-358 B. o. 
See Mr. Fynes Clinton, Fast. Hell. ch. 18. p. 316, Appendix. 

• Diodor. xv, 91, 92; Xenophon, Cyropred. viii, 8, 4. 

Our information about these disturbances in the interior of the Persian 

YO~ L 16 
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Both the Spartan king Agesilaus, with a thousand Lacedoo
monian or Peloponnesian hoplites,- and the Athenian general 
Chabrias, were invited to Egypt to command the forces of Tachos; 
the former on land, the latter at sea. Chabrias came simply as a 
volunteer, without any public sanction or order from Athens. But 
the:service of Agesilaus was undertaken for the purposes and with 
the consent of the authorities at home, attested by the presence of 
thirty Spartans who came out as his counsellors. The Spartans 
were displeased with the Persian king for having sanctioned the 
independence of:~Icsscne; and as the prospect of overthrowing 
or enfeebling his· empire appeared at this moment considerable, 
they calculated on reaping a large :eward for their services to the 
Egyptian prince, who would in return lend them assistance to
wards their views in Greece. But dissension and bad judgment 
marred all th~:combinations against the Persian king. Agesilaus, 
on reaching Egypt,t was received with little respect. The Egyp
tians saw with astonishment, that one, whom they had invited as a 
formidable wo.rrior, was a little deformed olJ man, of mean attire, 
and sitting <ITT the grass with his troops, careless of show or luxury. 
They not only vented their disappointment in sarcastic remarks, 
but also declined to invest him with the supreme command, as he 
had anticipated. He was only recognized as general of' the mer
cenary land force, while Tachos himself commanded in chief, and 
Chabrias was at the head of the fleet. Great efforts were made 
to assemble a force competent to act against the Great King; and 
ChabriM is said to have suggested various stratagems for obtain
ing money from the Egyptians.2 The army having been thus 
strengthened, Agesilaus, though discontented and indignant, never
theless accompanied Tachos on an expedition against the Persian 
forces in Phrenicia ; from whence they were forced to return by 
the re.volt of Nektanebis, cousin of Tachos, who caused himself 

;. r 

empire is so scanty and confused, that few of the facts can be said to be 
certainly known. Diodorus has eddently introduced into the year 362-361 
B. c. a series of events, many of them belonging to years before and after. 
Rehdantz (Vit. Iphicrat. Chabr. ct. Timoth. p. 154-161) brings together all 
the statements; but unfortunately with little res11lt. 

1 Plutarch, Agesil. c. 36; Athenmus, xiv, p. 616 D.; Cornelius Nepos, 
Agesil. c. 8. · 
• 

1 See Pseudo-Aristotel. <Economic. ii, 25. 
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to be proclaimed king of Egypt. Tachos was now full of suppli
cations to Agesilaus to sustain him against his competitor for the 
Egyptian throne; while Nektanebis, also on his side, began to bid 
high for the favor of the Spartans. "With the sanction of the au
thorities at home, but in spite of the opposition of Chabrias, Age
silaus decided in favor of Nektanebis, withdrawing the mercenaries 
from the camp of Tachos,t who was accordingly obliged to take 
flight. Chabrias returned home to Athens; either not choosing to 
abandon Tachos, whom he had come to serve, - or recalled by 
special order of his countrymen, in consequence of the remon
strance of the Persian king. A competitor for the throne presently 
arose in the Mendesian division of Egypt. Agesilaus, vigorously 
maintaining the cause of N cktancbis, defeated all the efforts of his 
opponent. Yet his great schemes against the Per~i.an empire were 
abandoned, and nothing was effected as the result of his Egyptian 
expedition except the establishment of Nektanebis; who, having 
in vain tried to prevail upon him to stay longer, dismissed him in 
the winter season with large presents, and with a public donation 
to Sparta of two hundred and thirty talents. Agesilaus marched 
from the Nile towards Kyrene, in order to obtain from that town 
and its ports ships for the passage home. But he died on the 
march, without reaching Kyrene. His body was conveyed home 
by his troops, for burial, in a preparation of wax, since honey was 
not to be obtained.2 

Thus expired, at an age somewhat above eighty, the ablest and 
most energetic of the Spartan kings. He has enjoyed the advan
tage, denied to every other eminent Grecian leader, that his cha
racter and exploits have been set out in the most favorable point 
of view by a friend and companion, - Xenophon. Making every 
allowance for partiality in this picture, there will still remain a 
really great and distinguished character. "\Ve find the virtues of 

1 Diodorus (xv, 93) differs from Plutarch and others (whom I follow) in 
respect to the relations of Tachos and Nektanebis with Agesilaus; affirm
ing that Agesilaus supported Tachos, and supported him with success, 
against Ncktanc\Jis. 

Compare Cornelius Nepos, Chabrias, c. 2, 3. 
"\Ve find Chabrias serving Athens in the C)lersonese -in 359-358 B. c. 

(Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 677, s. 204) . 
. 

1 Diodor. xv, 93; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 38-40; Cornelius Nepos, Agesil. 8. 
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a soldier, and the abilities of a commander, combined with strenu· 
ous personal will and decision, in such measure as to ensure for 
Agesilaus constant ascendency over the minds of others far beyond 
what was naturally incident to his station; and that, too, in spite of 
conspicuous bodily deformity, amidst a nation eminently sensitive 
on that point. Of the merits which Xenophon ascribes to him, 
some are the fair results of a Spartan education ;-his courage, 
simplicity of' life, and indifference to indulgences,-his cheerful 
endurance of' hardship under every form. But his :fidelity to en
gagements, his uniform superiority to pecuniary corruption, and 
those winning and hearty manners which attached to him all around 
- were virtues not Spartan but personal to himself. We :find in 
him, however, more analogy to Lysander - a man equally above 
reproach on the score of pecuniary gain - than to Brasidas or Kal
likratidas. Agesilaus succeeded to the throne, with a disputed title, 
under the auspices and through the intrigues of Lysander; whose 
influence, at that time predominant both at Sparta and in Greece, 
had planted everywhere dekarchies and harmosts as instruments of 
ascendency for imperial Sparta- and under the name of Sparta, 
for himself. Agesilaus, too high-spirited to comport himself as sec
ond to any one, Rpeedily broke through so much of the system as 
had been constructed to promote the personal dominion of Lysan
der; yet without following out the same selfish aspirations, or seek
ing to build up the like individual dictatorship, on his own account. 
His ambition was indeed unbounded, but it was for Sparta in the 
first place, and for himself only in the second. The misfortune 
was, that in his measures for upholding and administering the im
perial authority of Sparta, he still continued that mixture of do
mestic and foreign coercion (represented by the dekarchy and the 
harmost) which had been introduced by Lysander; a sad contrast 
with the dignified equality, and emphatic repudiation of partisan 
interference, proclaimed by Brasidas, as the watchword of Sparta, 
at Akanthus and Torone - and with the still nobler Pan-hellenic 
aims of Kallikratidas. 

The most glorious portion of the life of Agesilaus was that spent 
in his three .Asiatic campaigns, when acting under the miso-Per· 
sian impulse for which his panegyrist gives him so much credit.I 

. I Xenoph. Encom. Ages. vii, 7. Eld' av KaAOV ical µiuorripu11v dvat, etc. 
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He was here employed in a Pan-hellenic purpose, to protect the 
Asiatic Greeks against that subjection to Persia which Sparta her
self had imposed upon them a few years before, as the price of 
Persian aid against Athens. 

The Persians presently succeeded in applying the lessons of Spar
ta against herself, and in finding Grecian allies to make war upon 
her near home. Here was an end of the Pan-hellenic sentiment, 
and of the truly honorable ambition, in the bosom of Agesilaus. 
He was recalled to make war nearer home. His obedience to the 
order of recall is greatly praised by Plutarch and Xenophon-in 
my judgment, with little reason, since he had no choice but to 
come back. But he came back an altered man. His miso-Per
sian (eeling had disappeared, and had been exchanged for a miso
Theban sentiment which gradually acquired the force of a passion. 
As principal conductor of the war between 394-387 B. c., he 
displayed that vigor and ability which never forsook him in mili
tary operations. But when he found that the empire of Sparta 
near home could not be enforced except by making her the ally of 
Persia and the executor of a Persian rescript, he was content to 
purchase such aid, in itself dishonorable, by tbe still greater dishonor 
of sacrificing the Asiatic Greeks. For the time, his policy seemed 
to succeed. From 387-379 B. c. (that is, down to the time of the 
revolution at Thebes, effected by Pelopidas and his small band), 
the ascendency of Sparta on land, in Central Greece, was contin
ually rising. But her injustice and oppression stand confessed 
even by her panegyrist Xenophon ; and this is just the period 
when the influence of Agesilaus was at its maximum. Afterwards 
we find him personally forward in sheltering Sphodrias from pun
ishment, and thus bringing upon his countrymen a war with Athens 
as well as with Thebes. In the conduct of that war his military 
operations were, as usual, strenuous and able, with a certain meas
ure of success. But on the whole, the war turns out unfavorably 
for Sparta. In 371 B. c., she is obliged to accept peace on terms 
very humiliating, as compared with her position in 387 B. c.; and 
the only compensation which she receives, is, the opportunity of 
striking the Thebans out of the treaty, thus leaving them to con
tend single-handed against what seemed overwhelming odds. Of 
this intense miso-Theban impulse, which so speedily brought about • 
the unexpected and crushing disaster at Leuktra, Agesilaus stands 
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out as the prom~ent spokesman. In the days of Spartan misfor
tune which followed, we find his conduct creditable and energeti~ 
so far as the defensive position, in which Sparta then found her
self, allowed; and though Plutarch seems displeased with himl for 
obstinacy in refusing to acknowledge the autonomy of l\Iessene (at 
the peace concluded after the battle of l\Iantinea), when acknowl
edged by all the other Greeks,- yet it cannot be shown that this 
refusal brought any actual mischief to Sparta; and circumstances 
might well have so turned out, that it would have been a gain. 

On the whole, in spite of' the many military and personal merits 
of Agesilaus, as an adviser and politician he deserves little esteem. 
We are compelled to remark the melancholy contrast between the 
state in which he found Sparta at his accession, and that wher.ein he 
left her at his death-" l\Iarmoream invenit, lateritiam reliquit." 
Nothing but the death of Epaminondas at l\Iantinea saved her from 
something yet worse; though it would be unfair to Agesilaus, while 
we are considering the misfortunes of Sparta during his reign, not 
to recollect that Epaminondas was an enemy more formidable than 
she had ever before encountered. 

The efficient service rendered by Agesilaus during his last 
expedition to Egypt, had the effect of establishing firmly the 
dominion of Nektanebis the native king, and of protecting that 
country for the time from being re-conquered by the Persians; 
an event that did not happen until a few years afterwards, during 
the reign of' the next Persian king. Of the extensive revolt, 
however, which at one time threatened to wrest from the Persian 
crown Asia Minor as well as Egypt, no permanent consequence 
remained. The treachery of Orontes and Rheomithres so com
pletely broke up the schemes of the revolters, that Artaxerxes 
l\Inemon still maintained the Persian empire (with the exception 
of Egypt), unimpaired. 

He died not long after the suppression of the revolt (apparently 
about a year after it, in 359-358 B. c.), having reigned forty-five 
or forty-six years.2 His death was preceded by one of those 

1 Plutarch, Agesil. c. 35. 
• Diodor. xv, 93. . 
There is a difference between Diodorus and the Astronomical Canon, in 

the statements about the length of reign, and date of death, of Artaxerxes 
Mnemon, of about two yea.rs - 361 or 359 JI, c. See Mr. Clinton's Fasti 
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bloody tragedies which so frequently stained the transmission'Of a 
Persian sceptre. Darius, the eldest son of Artaxerxes, had been 
declared by his father successor to the throne. According to Per· 
sian custom, the successor thus declared was entitled to prefer any 
petition which he pleased; the monarch being held bound to grant . 
it. Darius availed himself of the privilege to ask for one of the 
favorite inmates of his father's harem, for whom he had contracted 
a passion. The request so displeased Artaxerxes, that he seemed 
likely to make a new appointment as to the succession; discarding 
Darius and preferring his younger son Ochus, whose interests.were 
warmly espoused by Atossa, wife as well as <laughter of the mon· 
arch. Alarmed at this prospect, Darius was persuaded by a dis· 
contented courtier, named Teribazus, to lay a plot for assassinating 
Artaxerxes ; but the plot was betrayed, and the king caused both 
Darius and Teribazus to be put to death. By this catastrophe the 
chance of Ochus was improved, and his ambition yet farther stirn· 
ulated. But there still remained two princes, older than he-Ar· 
sames and Ariaspes. Both these brothers he contrived to put out 
of the way ; the one by a treacherous deceit, entrapping him to 
take poison, - the other by assas~ination. Ochus thus stood next 
as successor to the crown, which was not long de!lied to him, - for 
Artaxerxes, now very old and already struck down by the fatal 
consummation respecting his eldest son, Dar!us, did not survive 
the additional sorrow of seeing his two other sons die so speedily 

Hellenici, Appendix, ch. 18. p. 316-where the statements arc brought 
together and discussed. Plutarch states the reign of Artaxerxes Mnemon 
to have lasted sixty-two years (Plutarch, Artax. c. 33); which cannot be 
correct, though in what manner the error is to be amended, we cannot 
determine. 

An Inseription of l\Iylasa in "Karia recognizes the forty-fifth year of the 
reign of Artaxerxes, and thus supports the statement in the Astronomical 
Canon, which assigns to him forty-six years of reign. See Boeckh, Corp. 
Inscr. No. 2691, with his comments, p. 470. 

This same inscription affords ground of inference respecting the duration 
c,f the revolt; for it shows that the Karian Mansolus recognized himself as 

_ satrap, and Artaxerxes as his sovereign, in the year beginning November 
359 n. c., which corresponds with the forty-fifth year of Artaxerxes Mne· 
mon. The revolt therefore must have been suppressed before that period: 
see Sievers, Geschichte von Griechenland bis zur Schlacht von l\Iantiueia, 
p. 3i3, note. 
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afterwards.I He expired, and bis son Ocbus, taking the name of 
Arta."{erxes, succeedeJ to him without opposition ; manifesting as 
king the same sanguinary dispositions as those by which he·had 
placed himself on the throne: 

During the two years following the battle of l\Iantinea, Athens, 
though relieved by the general peace from land-war, appears to 
have been entangled in serious maritime contests and difficulties. 
She had been considerably embarrassed by two events ; by the 
Theban naval armament unuer Epaminondas, an<l. by the submis
sion of Alcxan<l.er of Pherre to Thebes, - both events belonging 
to 364-3 G3 B. c. It was in 3G3-3G2 B. c. that the Athenian 
Timotheus, - having carried on war with eminent ;;uccess against 
Olynthus and the neighboring cities in the Thermaic Gui~ but 
with very ba<l. success against Amphi polis, - tramferred his forces 
to the war against Kotys king of Thrace near the Thracian Cher
sonese. The arrival of the Theban fleet in the Hellespont greatly 
distracted the Athenian general, and served as a powerful as
sistance to Kotys; who was moreover aided by the Athenian gen

1 Plut:irch, Artaxerx. c. 29, 30 ; Justin, x, 1-3. 
Plutarch states that the lady whom the prince Darius asked for, was, 

Aspasia of l'hokrea - the Greek mistress of Cyrus the younger, who had 
fallen into the hands of Artaxerxes after the battle of Kunaxa, and had 
acquired a high place in the monarch's affections. · 

But if we look at the chronology of the case, it will appear hardly possi
ble that drn latly who inspired so strong a passion to Darius, in or about 
361 B. c., as to induce him to risk the displeasure of his father-and so 
decided a roluetance on the pnrt of Artairn}·xes to give her up-can have 
been the person who accompanied Cyrus to Kunaxa farly .11ears. before ; for 
the battle of Kunaxa was fought in 401 B. c. The chronological improba
bility would be still greater, it' we adopted Plutarch's statement that Arta· 
xerxes reigne(l sixty-two years ; for it is certain that the battle of Kunaxa. 
occurred very near the beginning of his Nign, and the death of his son 
Darius near the end of it. 

Justin states the circumstances which preceded the death of Artaxerxes 
Mnemon in a manner yet more tragical. He affirms that the plot against 
the life of Artaxerxes was concerted by Darius in conjunction with several 
of his .brothers; and that, on the plot being discovered, all these brothers. 
together with their wives and children, were put to death. Ochus, on com
ing to the throne, put to death a great number of his kinsmen and of the 
prin<'ipal persons about the court, together with their wives and children
fearing a like conspiracy against himself. 

http:Alcxan<l.er
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eral Iphikrates, on this occasion serving his father-in-law against 
his country.I Timotheus is said to have carried on war against 
Kotys with advantage, and to have acquired for Athens a large 
plunder.2 It would appear that his operations were of an aggres
sive character, and that during his command in those regions the 
Athenian possessions in the Chersonese were safe from Kotys ; for 
Iphikrates would only lend his aid to Kotys towards defonsive 
waifare; retiring from his service when he began to attack the 
Athenian possessions in the Chersonese.3 

1Ve do not know what circumstances brought about the dismissal 
or retirement of Timotheus from the commai1d. But in the next 
year, we find Ergophilus as Athenian commander in the Cher
sonese, and Kallisthenes (seemingly) as Athenian commander 
against Amphipolis.4 The transmarine affairs ofAthens, however, 
were far from improving. Besides that under the new general 
she seems to have been losing strength near the Chersonese, she 
had now upon her hands a new maritime enemy-Alexander of 
Pherre. A short time previously, he had been her ally against 
Thebes, but the victories of the Thcbans during the preceding 
year had so completely humbled him, that he now identified his 
cause with theirs ; sending troops to join the expedition of 
Epaminondas into Peloponnesus,5 and equipping a fleet to attack 
the maritime allies of AtheJ1$. His fleet captured the island of 
Tenos, ravaged several of the other Cyclades, and laid siege to 
Peparethos. Great ab.rm prevailed in Athens, and about the end 
of August (362 B. c.),6 two months after the battle of l\Iantinea, 

1 Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 664, s. 153. 
' The affirmation of Cornelius Nepos (Timotheus, c. l ), that Timotheus 

made war on Kotys with such success as to bring into the Athenian trea
sury twelve hundred talents, appears extravagant as to amount; even if 
we accept it as generally true. 

• Demosthcn. cont. Aristokrat. p. 664, s. 155. 
• See Rehdantz, Vitro Iphicratis, Chabrire, et Timothei, p. 151, and the 

preceding page. 
l\I. Rehdantz has put together, with great care and sagacity, all the frag· 

ments of cridence respecting this obscure period; and has elicited, as it 
seems to me, the most probable conclusions deducible from such scanty 
premises. 

6 Xenoph. lfollen. ,·ii, 5, 4. 
• 	'Ve are fortunate enough to get this date exactly, - the twenty third 
YOL. X. 16* 24oc. 
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a fleet was equipped with the utmost activity, for the purpose of 
defending the insular allies, as well as of acting in the Hellespont. 
Vigorous efforts were required from all the trierarchs, and really 
exerted by some; to accelerate the departure of this fleet. But 
that portion of it, which, while the rest went to the Hellespont, 
was sent under Leosthenes to defend Peparethos,- met with a 
defeat from the ships of Alexander, with the loss of five triremes 
and six hundred prisoners.I \Ve are even told that soon after this 
naval advantage, the victors were bold enough to make a dash into 
the Peirreus itself (as Teleutias had <lone twenty-seven years be
fore), where they seized both property on shipboard and men on 
the quay, before there was any force ready to repel them.~ The 
Thessalian marauders were ultimately driven back to their harbor 
of Pegasre ; yet not without much annoyance to the insular con
federates, and some disgrace to Athens. The defeated admiral 
Leostbenes was condemned to death; while several trierarchs, 
who, instead of serving in person, had performed the duties incum
bent on them by deputy and by contract, were censured or· put 
upon trial.3 

Not only had the affairs of Athens in the Hellespont become 
worse under Ergophilus than under Timotheus, but Kallisthenes 
also, who had succeeded Timotheus in the operations against Am
phipolis, achieved no permanent result. It would appear that the 
Amphipolitans, to defend themselves against Athens, had invoked 
the aid of the Macedonian king Perdikkl!li ; and placed their city 
in his hands. That prince had before acted in conjunction with 
the Athenian force under Timotheus against 01ynthus; and their 

of the month Metageitnion, in the archonship of Molon, - mentioned by 
Demosthenes adv. Polyklem, p. 1207, s. 5, 6. "-, 

1 Diodor. xvi, 95 ; Polyrenus, vi, 2, I. 
' Polyrenus, vi, 2, 2. 
It must have been about this time (362-361 B. c.) that Alexander of Phe

rre sent envoys into Asia to engage the service of Charidemus and bis mer
cenary band, then in or near the troad. His application was not accepted 
(Demosth. cont. Aristokrat. p. 675, s. 192). 

3 Demosthenes, de Corona Trierarcb. p. 1230, s. 9. 
Diodorus farther states that the Athenians placed Chares in command 

of a fleet for the protection of the JEgean; but that this admiral took him
self off to Korkyra, and clicl nothing but pluµder the allies (Diodor. xvi, 
95),. . 
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joint invasion had so much weakened the Olynthians as to disable 
them from affording aid to Amphipolis. At least, this hypothesis 
explains how Amphipolis came now; for the first time, to be no 
longer a free city ; but to be disjoined from Olynthus, and joined 
with (probably garrisoned by) Perdikkas, as a possession of :Mace
donia.I Kallisthenes thus found himself at war under greater 
disadvantages than Timotheus ; having Perdikkas as his enemy, 
together with Amphipolis. Nevertheless, it would appear, he 
gained at first great advantages, and reduced Perclikkas to the 
necessity of purchasing a truce by the promise to abandon the 
Amphipolitans. The Macedonian prince, however, having gained 
time during the truce to recover his strength, no longer thought 
of performing his promise, but held Amphipolis against the Athe
nians as obstinately as before. Kallisthenes had let slip an oppor
tunity which never again returned. After having announced at 
Athens the victorious truce and the approaching surrender, he 
seems to have been compelled, on his return, to admit that he had 

- been cheated into suspending operations, at a ~oment when (as 
it seemed) Amphipolis might have been conquered. For this 
misjudgment or misconduct he was put upon trial at Athens, on 
returning to his disappointed countrymen ; and at the same time 
Ergophilus also, who had been summoned home from the Cherso
nesus for his ill-success or bad management of the war against 
Kotys.2 The people were much incensed against both ; but most 
against Ergophilus. Nevertheless it happened that Kallisthenes 
was tried first, and condemned to death. On the next day, Ergo
philus was tried. But the verdict of the preceding day had dis
charged the wrath of the clikasts, and rendered them so much 
more indulgent, that they acquitted him.3 

Autokles was sent in place of Ergophilus to carry on war for 
Athens in the Hellespont and Bosphorus. It was not merely 
against Kotys that his operations were necessary. The Prokon-

I Compare Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. P· 669, s. 174-176; anu .2Eschi
nes, Fals. Leg. p. 250, c. 14. 

2 The facts as stated in the text are the most probable result, as it seems 
to me, derivable from .2Eschines, Fals. Leg. p. 250, c. 14. 

3 Aristotel. Rhetoric. ii, 3, 3. 
Ergophilus seems to have been fined (Demosthen. Fals. J,eg. p. 398, s. 

200. 
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nesians, allies of .Athens, required protection against the attacks 
of Kyzikus; besides which, there was another necessity yet more 
urgent. The stock of corn was becoming short, and the price 
rising, not merely at .Athens, but at many of the islands in the 
JEgean, and at Byzantium and other places. There prevailed 
therefore unusual anxiety, coupled with keen competition, for the 
corn in course of importation from the Euxine. The Byzantines, 
Chalkedonians, and Kyzikenes, had already begun to detain the 
passing corn-ships, for the supply of their own markets; and noth
ing less than a powerful .Athenian fleet could ensure the safo 

' transit of such supplies to .Athens herself.I The .Athenian fleet, 
guarding the Bosphorus even from the Hieron inwards (the chapel 
near the junction of the Bosphorus with the Euxine), provided 
safe convoy for the autumnal exports of this essential article. 

In carrying on operations against Kotys, .Autokles was favored 
with an unexpected advantage by the recent revolt of a powerful 
Thracian named l\Iiltokythes against that prince. Thi:> revolt so 
alarmed Kotys, that he wrote a letter to .Athens in a submissive 
tone, and sent envoys t-0 purchase peace by various concessions . 
.At the same time l\Iiltokythes also first sent envoys - next, went 
in person - to .Athens, to present his own case and solicit aid. 
He was however coldly received. The vote of the .Athenian 
assembly, passed on hearing the case (and probably procured in 
part through the friends of Iphikrates), was so unfavorable,2 as to 
send him away not merely in discouragement, but in alarm ; while 
Kotys recovered all his power in Thrace, and even became master 
of the Sacred l\fountain with its abundance of wealthy deposits. 
Nevertheless, in spite of tl1is imprudent vote, the .Athenians really 
intended to sustain l\Iiltokythes against Kotys. Their general 
.Autokles was recalled after a few months, and put upon his trial 
for having suffered Kotys to put down this enemy unassisted.a 

1 Demosthen. adv. Polyklcm. p. 120i, s. 6. 

t Demosthenes cont. Aristokrat. p. 655, s. 122; cont. l'olyklcm. p. 1207. 

ore MtATOKV.91]( urrfoT1] Korvor ••••••• lypu<fi7J Tt Trap' vµiv .P~<fitaµa TOtoV-

TOV, Ot' ov MtATOKV'91J( µ'ev u tri'; Aae <fiof37J'9ek Kat voµfoac vµ1k OU trpoae;i:etv 
avrt;i, Korv( o'e fyKparr;, TOV Te opovr TOV ltpov /cat TWV '9rwavpwv lyevero. 

The word urri;A'9e implies that Miltokythes was at Athens in person. 
The humble letter written by Kotys, in his first alarm at the revolt of 

Miltokythes, is referred to by the orator, P• 658, s. 136, 137. 
3 Demosthenes adv. Polykl. p. 1210, s. 16; Demosthenes cont. Aristok. 

P· 655, s. 123. 

http:MtATOKV.91
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How the trial ended or how the justice of the case stood, we are 
unable to make out from the passing allusions of Demosthenes. 

1\1enon was sent as commander to the Hellespont to supersede 
Autokles ; and was himself again superseded after a few months, 
by Timomachus. Convoy for the corn-vessels out of the Euxine 
became necessary anew, as in the preceding year; and was fur
nished a second time during the autumn of 361 B. c. by the Athe
nian ships of war; 1 not merely for provisions under transport to 
Athens, but also for those going to 1\Iaroneia, Tbasos, and other 
places in or near Thrace. But affairs in the Chersonese became 
yet more unfavorable to Athens. In the winter of 361-360 B. 

c., Kotys, with the cooperation of a body of Abydene citizens 
and Sestian exiles, who crossed the Hellespont from Abydos, con
trived to surprise Sestos ; 2 the most important place in the Cher
sonese, and the guard-post of the Hellespont on its European 
side, for all vessels passing in or out. The whole Chersonese 
was now thrown open to his aggressions. He made preparations 
for attacking Elreus and KrithOte, the two other chief possessions 

1 Demosthen. adv. Polyklem, p. 1212, s. 24-26; p. 1213, s. 27; p. 1225, s. 
71. 

2 Demosthenes cont. Aristokrat. p. &73, s. 187. 'El( yap 'Af3voov, T~{ Tilv 
arravTa xpovov vµiv lxffpii{, Kat ln9ev l/'1av ol I1]<1TOV KaTalcaf3ovTE>, el{ I1]u
TOV dtif3atvev, i'/v elxe Korv{. (He is speaking of Charidemus.) 

The other oration of Demosthenes (adv. Polykl. p. 1212) contains dis
tinct intimation that Sestos was not lost by the Athenians until after Novem
ber 361 B. c. Apollodorus the Athenian trierarch was in the town at that 
time, as well as various friends whom he mentions; so that Sestos must 
have been still an Athenian possession in November 361 B. c. 

It is lucky for some points of historical investigation, that the purpose 
of this oration against Polykles (composed by Demosthenes, but spoken by 
Apollodorus) requires great precision and specification of dates, even to 
months and days. Apollodorus complains that he has been constrained to 
bear the expense of a trierarchy, for four months beyond the year in which 
it was incumbent upon him jointly with a colleague. He sues the person 
whose duty it was to have relieved him as successor at the end of the year, 
but who had kept aloof and cheated him. The trierarchy of Apollodorus 
began in August 362 B. c., and lasted (not merely to Aug. 361 B. c., its le· 
gal term, but) to November 361 B. c. · 

Rehdantz (Vitre Iphicratis, Chabrire, etc. p. 144, note), in the valuable 
chapters which he devotes to the obscure chronology of the period, has over· 
looked this exact indication of the time after whiclt the Athenians lost Ses
tos. He supposes the loss to haYe taken place two or three yeari: earlier. 
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of Athens, and endeavored to prevail on Iphikrates to take part 
in his projects. But that general, though he had assisted Kotys 
in defence against Athens, refused to commit the more patent trea
son involved in aggressive hostility against her. He even quitted 
Thrace, but not daring at once to visit Athens, retired to Lesbos.1 
In spite of his refusal, however, the settlers and possessions of 
Athens in the Chersonese were attacked and imperiled by Kotys, 
who claimed the whole peninsula as his own, and established toll
gatherers at Sestos to levy the dues both of strait and harbor.2 

The fortune of Athens in these regions was still unpropitious. 
All her late commanders, Ergophilus, Autokles, l\Ienon, Timoma
chus, had been successively deficient in means, in ski!I, or in fidel
ity, and/had undergone accusation at home.3 Timomachus was 
now superseded by Kephisodotus, a man of known enmity towards 
both Iphikrates and Kotys.4 But Kephisodotus achieved no more 
than his predecessors, and had even to contend against a new 
enemy, who crossed over from Abydos to Sestos to reinforce 
Kotys - Charidemus with the mercenary division under his com
mand. That officer, since his service three years before under 
Timotheus against Amphipolis, had been for some time in Asia, 
especially in the troad. He hired himself to the satrap Arta
bazus; of whose embarrassments he took advantage to seize by 
fraud the towns of Skepsis, Kebren, and Ilium; intending to hold 
them as a little principality.5 Finding his position, however, ulti
mately untenable against the probable force of the satrap, he sent 
a letter across to the Chersonese, to the Athenian commander 
Kephisodotus, asking for Athenian triremes to transport his divi
sion across to Europe; in return for which, if granted, he engaged 
to crush Kotys and reconquer the Chersonese for Athens. This 
proposition, whether accepted or not, was never realized ; for 

1 Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 664, s. 155. 

9 Demosthenes cont . .Aristokrat. p. 658, s. 136; p. 679, s. 211. 

What is said in the latter passage about the yonthful Kersobleptes, is 


doubtless not less true of his father Kotys. 
3 Demosthcn. pro Phormione, p. 960, s. 64 ; Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 398, 

s. 200. 
' Demosthen. cont. Ari;tokrat. p. 672, s. 184. 
6 Demosthen. cont . .Aristokrat. p. 671, s. 183. Compare Pseudo-Aristot. 

<Economic. ii, 30. 
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Charidemus was enabled, through a truce unexpectedly granted 
to him by the satrap, to cross over from Abydos to Sestos without 
any Athenian ships. But as soon as he found himself in the 
Chersonese, far from aiding Athens to recover that peninsula, he 
actually took service with Kotys against her; so that Elreus and 
KrithOte, her chief remaining posts, were in greater peril than 
ever.I 

The victorious prospects of Kotys, however, were now unex
pectedly arrested. After a reign of twenty-four years he was 
assassinated by two brothers, Python and Herakleides, Greeks 
from the city of .lEnus in Thrace, and formerly students under 
Plato at Athens. They committed the act to avenge their father; 
upon whom, as it would appear, Kotys bad inflicted some brutal 
insult, under the influence of that violent and licentious temper 
which was in him combined with an energetic military character.2 

1 Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 672, 673. 
The orator reads a letter (not cited however) from the governor of Kri

thOt&, announcing the formidable increase of force which threatened the 
place since the arrival of Charidemus. 

• Aristotle (Politic. v, 8, 12) mentions the act and states that the two 
young men did it to avenge their father. He does not expressly say what 
Kotys had done to the father; but he notices the event in illustration of the 
general category,- IIoAAat o' lm>'ifour yeyiV1}VTal Kat Ota TO elr TO ai:iµa 
ala-.i:vvea>'iai TW•' µovapxwv Tt»ar (compare what Tacitus says about mos re· 
gius-Annal. vi, 1). Aristotle immediately adds another case of cruel 
mutilation inflicted by Kotys,-'Aoaµar o' rirrfoT1} K6rvo; rJiil TO lKTµ1}>'ii/va' 
inr:' avroii 7r:air Civ, ii; Vf3piaµf:vo;. 

Compare, about Kotys, Thcopompus, Fragm. 33, ed. Didot, ap. Athenre. 
xii, p. 531, 532. . 

Bohnecke Forschungen auf dem Gebiete der Geschichte, p. 725, 726) 
places the death of Kotys in 359 n. c.; and seems to infer from Athenreus 
(vi, p. 248; xii, p. 531) that he had actual communication with Philip of 
Macedon as king, whose accession took place between :Midsummer 360 and 
Midsummer 359 n. c. But the evidence does not appear to me to bear out 
such a conclusion. 

The story cited by Athenreus from Hegesander, about letters reaching 
Philip from Kotys, cannot be true about this Kotys; because it seems im
possible that Philip, in the first year of his reign, can have had any such 
flatterer as Kleisophus; Philip being at that time in the greatest politi
cal embarrassments, out of which he was only rescued by his indefatigable 
energy and ability. And the journey of Philip to Onokarsis, also men
tioned by Athenreus out of Theopompu8, does not imply any personal com
munication with Kotys. 
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Having made their escape, Python and his brother retired to 
Athens, where they were received with evftry demonstration of 
honor, and presented with the citizenship as well as with golden 
wreaths ; partly as tyrannicides, partly as having relieved the 
Athenians from an odious and formidable enemy.I Disclaiming 
the warm eulogies heaped upon him by various speakers in the 
assembly, Python is said to have replied-" It was a god who 
did the deed; we only lent our hands: "2 an anecdote, which, 
whether it be truth or fiction, illustrates powerfully the Greek 
admiration of tyrannicide. 

The death of Kotys gave some relief to Athenian affairs in the 
Chersonese. Of his children, even the eldest, Kersobleptes, was 
only a youth :3 moreover two other Thracian chiefs, Berisades and 
Amadokus, now started up as pretenders to shares in the kingdom 
of Thrace. Kersobleptes employed as his main support and min
ister the mercenary general Charidemus, who either had already 
married, or did now marry, his sister; a nuptial connection had 
been formed in like manner by Amadokus with two Greeks named 
Simon and Bianor - and by Berisades with an Athenian citizen 
named Athenodorus, who (like Iphikrates and others) had founded 
a city, and possessed a certain independent dominion, in or near 
the Chersonese.4 These Grecian mercenary chiefs thus united 
themselves by nuptial ties to the princes whom they served, as 
Seuthes had proposed to Xenophon, and as the Italian Condottieri 
of the fifteenth century ennobled themselves by similar alliance 
with princely families -for example, Sforza with the Visconti of 
:Milan. All these three Thracian competitors were now represented 
by Grecian agents. But at first, it seems, Charidemus on behalf 
of Kersobleptes was the strongest. He and his army were near 
Perinthus on the north coast of the Propontis, where the Athenian 

My opinion is, that the assassination of Kotys dates more probably in 
360 B.C. 

1 Demosthenes cont. Aristokrat. p. 660, s. 142; p. 662, s. 150; p. 675, s. 
193. 	Plutarch, De Sui Laude, p. 542 E.; Plutarch, adv. Koloten, p. 1126, B. 

2 Plutarch, De Sui Laude, ut sup. 
3 Demosthen. cont. Aristokr. p. 674, s. 193. µetpaKvAAtov, etc. 
' Demosth. cont. Aristokrat. p. 623, 624, s. 8-12; p. 664, s. 153 (in which 

passage K1)0earij, may be fairly taken to mean any near connection by mar
riage). 

About Atheuoclorus, compare Isokrates, Or. viii, (de Pace) s. 31. 
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commander, Kephisodotus, visited him, with a small squadron of 
ten triremes, in order to ask for the fulfilment of those fair promises 
which Charidemus had made in his letter from Asia. But Cha
ridemus treated the Athenians as enemies, attacked by surprise the 
seamen on shore, and inflicted upon them great damage. He then 
pressed the Chersonese severely for several months, and mi1fched 
even into the midst of it, to protect a nest of pirates whom the 
Athenians were besieging at the neighboring islet on its western 
coast -Alopekonnesus. At length, after seven months of unpro
fitable warfare (dating from the death of Kotys ), he forced Kephi
sodotus to conclude with him a convention so disastrous and dis
honorable, that as soon as known at Athens, it was indignantly 
repudiated.I Kephisodotus, being recalled in disgrace, was put 
upon his trial, and fined; the orator Demosthenes (we are told), 
who had served as one of the trierarchs in the fleet, being among 
his accusers.2 

Among the articles of this unfavorable convention, one was that 

1 Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 674-676, s. 193-199. 
In sect. 194, are the words, fJ " e o e K 1J rp t u 6 oo r or u r pa r 1J y iJ v • 

-rrpor ov avror (Charidemus) ltreµ..pe r7/v hr1uro/,1)v l1eetv1jv, /Wt al rpti/petr, 
at, or' i/v u01Jt,a ra r~r uwr71piar avr<;i, 1eat µ~ uvy;t;wpovvror 'Apra(Ju?;ov uw?;eiv 
lµe/../..ov avr6v. 

The verb fJ1ee refers, in my judgment-not to the fir.'ft coming out of Ke
phisodotus from Athens to take the command, as ·weber (Comment. ad 
De1'iiosth. cont. Aristokrat. p. 460) arnl other commentators think, but -to 
the coming of Kcphisodotus with ten triremes to Perinthus, near which 
place Charidemus was, for the purpose of demanding fulfilment of what 
the latter had promised; sec s. 196. "'hen Kephisodotus came to him at 
Perinthns (-rrapovror roil urpar7Jyov-rrpor ov r~v trriurol.~v trrerroµrpei-s. 
195) to make this demand, then Charidemus, instead of behaving honestly, 
acted like a traitor and an enemy. The allusion to this antecedent letter 
from Charidemus to Kephisodotus, shows that the latter must have been on 
the spot for some time, and therefore that t/Ke cannot refer to his first com
ing out. 

The term fora µ~var (s. 196) counts, I presume, from the death of Kotys. 
' Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 676, s. 199; JEschines cont. Ktesiphont. 

p. 384, c. 20. 
Demosthenes himself may probably have been among the trierarchs cul, 

led before the dikastery as witnesses to prove what took place at Perinthus 
and Alopekonnesus (Dcmosth. cont. Aristokrat. p. 676, s. 200); Euthykles 
the speaker of the discourse against Aristokrates, had been himself also 
among the officers serving (p. 675, s. 196; p. 683, s. 223). 
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the Greek city of Kardia should be specially reserved to Charide
mus himsel£ That city- eminently convenient from its situation 
on the isthmus connecting the Chersonese with Thrace - claimed 
by the Athenians as within the Chersonese, yet at the same time 
intensely hostile to Athens - became his principal station.I He 
was fortunate enough to seize, through treachery, the person of the 
Thracian l\Iiltokythes, who had been the pronounced enemy of Ko
tys, and had cooperated with Athens. But he did not choose to 
hand over this important prisoner to Kersobleptes, because the lifo 
of l\Iiltokythes would thus have been saved: it not being the cus
tom of Thracians, in their intestine disputes, to put each other to 
death.2 We remark with surprise a practice milder than that of 
Greece, amidst a people decidedly more barbarous and bloodthirsty 
than the Greeks. Charidemus accordingly surrendered Miltoky
thes to the Kardians, who put the prisoner with his son into a boat, 
took them a little way out to sea, slew the son before the eyes of 
the father, and then drowned the father himself.3 It is not improb
able that there may have been some special antecedent causes, 
occasioning intense antipathy on the part of the Kardians towards 
Miltokythes, and inducing Charidemus to hand him over to them 
as an acceptable subject for revenge. However this may be, their 
savage deed kindled violent indignation among all the Thracians, 
and did much injm~y to the cause of Kersobleptes and Charidemus. 
Thougl~ Kephisodotus had been recalled, and though a considerable 
interval elapsed before any successor came from Athens, yet Beri
sades and Arnadokus joined their forces in one common accord, 
and sent to the Athenians propositions of alliance, with request for 
pecuniary aid. Athenodorus, the general of Berisades, putting 
himself at the head of Thracians and Athenians together, found 
himself superior in the field to Kersobleptes and Charidemus; 
whom he constrained to accept a fresh convention dictated by him
self. Herein it was provided, that the kingdom of Thrace should 
be divided in equal portions between the three competitors·; that 
all three should concur in surrendering the Chersonese to Athens ; 

1 Demosthen, cont. Aristokrat. p. 679, s. 209; p. 681, s. 216. Demosthcn. 
de Halonneso. p. 87, s. 42. 

1 Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 676, s. 201. ovK ovTo~ voµiµov Toi~ epi;z
flv U.A.A.i1:\.ov~ U.1ro1CTwvvvat, etc. 

1 Demosthenes, cont . .Aristokrat. p. 677, s. 201. 
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and that the son ~fa leading man named Iphiades at Sestos, held 
by Charidemus as hostage for the adherence of that city, should 
be surrendered to Athens also.t 

This new convention, sworn on both sides, promised to Athens 
the full acquisition which she desired. Considering the thing as 
done, the Athenians sent Chabrias as commander in one trireme 
to receive the surrender, but omitted to send the money requested 
by Athenodorus ; who was accordingly constrained to disband his 
army for want of pay. Upon this Kersobleptes and Charidemus 
at once threw up their engagement, refused to execute the conven
tion just sworn, and constrained Chabrias, who had come without 
any force, to revert to the former convention concluded with Ke
phisodotus. Disappointed and indignant, the Athenians disavowed 
the act of Chabrias, in spite of his high reputation. They sent ten 
envoys to the Chersonese, insisting that the convention of Atheno
dorus should be rcsworn by all the three Thracian competitors
Berisades, Amadokus, Kersobleptes ; if the third declined, the 
envoys were instructed to take measures for making war upon him, 
while they received the engagements of the other two. But such a 
mission, without arms, obtained nothing from Charidemus and Ker
sobleptes, except delay or refusal; while Berisades and Amadokus 
sent to Athens bitter complaints re~pecting the breach of faith. At 
length, after some months - just after the triumphant conclusion 
of the expedition of Athens against Eubrea (358 B. c.)-the Athe
nian Chares an·ived in the Chersonese, at the head of a consider
able mercenary force. Then at length the two recusants were 
compelled to swear anew to the convention of Athenodorus, in the 
presence of the latter as well as of Berisades and Amadokus.2 

1 Demosth. cont. Aristokrat. p. 6i7, s. 202-204. 
Aristotle (Politic. v. 5, 9) mentions the association or faction of Iphiades 

as belonging to Abydos, not to Sestos. Perhaps there may have been an 
Abydene association now exercising influence at Sestos; at least we are 
told, that the revolntion which deprived the Athenians of Scstos, was 
accomplished in part by exiles who crossed from Abydos; something like 
the relation between Argos and Corinth in the years immediately preced
ing the peace of Aptalkidas. 

1 Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 678, p. 205, 206; p. 680. s. 211, 212. 
The arrival of Che.res in the Hellespont is marked by Demosthenes as 
immediately following the expedition of Athens to drive the Thebans out 
of Eubooa, which took place 11bout the middle of 358 B. c. 
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And it would appear that before long, its conditions were realized. 
Charidemus surrendered the Chersonese, of course including its 
principal town Sestos, to Athens ; 1 yet he retained for himself 
Kardia,2 which was affirmed (though the Athenians denied ft) not 
to be included in the boundaries of that peninsula. The kingdom 
of Thrace was also divided between Kersobleptes, Berisades, and 
Amadokus ; which triple division, diminishing the strength of each, 
was regarded by Athens as a great additional guarantee for her 
secure possession of the Chersonese.3 

1 We sec that Sestos must have been surrendered on this occasion, 
although Diodorus describes it as haying been conquered by Chares five 
years afterwards, in the year 353 B. c. (Diod. xvi, 34). It is evident from 
the whole tenor of the oration of Demosthenes, that Charidemus did actu
ollv surrender the Chersonese at this time. Had he still refused to snrren
de; Sestos, the orator would not have failed to insist on the fact emphati
cally against him. Besides, Demosthenes says, comparing the conduct of 
Philip towards the Olynthians, with that of Kersobleptes towards Athens 
- tuZvor t1<eivot> Iforioatav OV:lJ TT/Vl/Cavr' utriO<JKEV, 7/vtl<' Utroaupeiv 
ov1<ifJ' olor T' 1/v, l::iatrep vµiv Kepao{3UtrTT/> Xeppov11aov (p. 656. s. 128). 
This distinctly announces that the Chersonese was given back to Athens, 
though reluctantly and tardily, by Kersobleptes. Sestos must have been 
giyen up along with it, as the principal and most valuable post upon all 
accounts. If it be true (as Diodorus states) that Chares in 353 B. c. took 
Sestos by siege, slew the inhabitants of military age and reduc.ed the rest 
to slavery-we must suppose the town again to have revolted between 358 
and 353 B. c.; that is, during the time of the Social ·war; which is highly 
probable. But there is much in the statement of Diodorus which I cannot 
distinctly make out; for he says that Kersobleptes in 353 B. c., on account 
of his hatred towards Philip, surrendered to Athens all the cities in the 
Chersonese except Kardia. That had already been done in 358 B. c., and 
without any reference to Philip; and if after surrendering the Chersonese 
in 358 B. c., Kersobleptes had aftenvards reconquered it, so as to have it 
again in his possession in the beginning of 353 B. c. - it seems unaccount
able that Demosthenes should say nothing about the reconquest in his ora· 
tion against Aristokrates, where he is trying to make all points possible 
against Kersobleptcs. 

• Demosth, cont. Aristokrat. p. 681, s. 216. 
3 Demosth. cont. Aristokrat. p. 623, s. 8; p. 654, s. 121. The chronology 

of these events as given by Rchdantz (Vitro Iphicratis, Chabrire, etc. p. 
147) appears to me nearly correct, in spite of the strong objection expressed 
against it by vVeber (Prolegg. ad Demosth. cont. Aristokrat. p. lxxiii,)
and more exact than the chronology of Bohnecke, Forschungen, p. 727, 
who places the coming out of Kephisodotus as general to the Chersouese 
in 358 B. c., which is, I think, a full year too late. Rehdantz does not allow, 

http:reduc.ed
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It was thus that Athens at length made good her possession of 
the Chersonese against the neighboring Thracian potentates. And 
it would seem that her transmarine power, with its dependencies 
and confederates, now stood at a greater height than it had ever 
reached since the terrible reverses of 405 B. c. Among them were 
numbered not only a great number of the .lEgean islands (even the 
largest, Eubrea, Chios, Samos, and Rhodes), but also the conti
nental possessions of Byzantium - the Chersonese - Maroneial 
with other places on the southern coast of Thrace - and Pydna, 
l\Iethone, and Potidrea, with most of the region surrounding the 
Thermaic Gulf::! This last portion of empire had been acquired at 
the cost of the Olynthian fraternal alliance of neighboring cities, 
against which Athens too, as well as Sparta, by an impulse most 
disastrous for the future independence of Greece, had made war 
with inauspicious success. The l\Iacedonian king Perdikkas, with 
a just instinct towards the future aggrandizement of his dynasty,
had assisted her in thus weakening Olynthus; feeling that the 
towns on the Thermaic Gulf, if they formed parts of a strong Olyn
thian confederacy of brothers and neighbors, reciprocally attached 
and self-sustaining, would resist l\facedonia more effectively, than 
if they were half-reluctant dependencies of Athens, even with the 
chances of Athenian aid by sea. The aggressive hand of Athens 
against Olynthus, indeed, between 368-363 B. c., was hardly less 
mischievous, to Greece generally, than that of Sparta had been 
between 382-380 B. c. Sparta had crushed the Olynthian con
federacy in its first brilliant promise -Athens prevented it from 
rearing its head anew. Both conspired to break down the most 
effective barrier against l\Iacedonian aggrandizement; neither were 
found competent to provide any adequate protection to Greece in 
its room. 

The maximum of her second empire, which I have remarked 
that Athens attained by the recovery of the Chersonese,3 lasted 

as I think he onght to do, for a certain interval between Kephisodotus and 
the Ten Envoys, during which Athenodorus acted for Athens. 

1 Demosthen. cont. l'olyklcm, p. 1212, s. 26. 
• Demosthen. l'hilippic. I, p. 41, s. 6. eI;roµiv rrore &µeir, wU.voper 'A{}11

vaiot, Ilvovav 1<at Ilorioatav 11:at Me{}wv11v "at rr uv r a riJv r 6 rr ov r o ii 
rov olJCtlov 1<v1</..{i>, etc. 

3 I have not made any mention of the expedition against Eubcea (where- · 
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but for a moment. During the very same year, there occurred 
that revolt among her principal allies, known by the name of the 
Social w·ar, which gave to her power a fatal shock, and left the 
field comparatively clear for the early aggressions of her yet more 
formidable enemy- Philip of :Macedon. That prince had already 
emerged from his obscurity as a hostage in Thebes, and had suc
ceeded his brother Perdikkas, slain in a battle with the Illyrians, 
as king (360-859 B. c.). At first, his situation appeared not 
merely difficult, but almost hopeless. Not the most prescient eye 
in Greece could have recognized, in the inexperienced youth strug
gling at his first accession against rivals at home, enemies abroad, 
and embarrassments of every kind-the future conqueror of Chre
roneia, and destroyer of Grecian independence. How, by his own 
genius, energy, and perseverance, assisted by the faults and dissen
sions of his Grecian enemies, he attained his inauspicious eminence 
-will be recounted in my subsequent volume. 

At the opening of my ninth volume, after the surrender ofAthens, 
Greece was under the Spartan empire. Its numerous independent 
city-communities were more completely regimented under one chief 
than they had ever been before, Athens and Thebes being both 
numbered among the followers of Sparta. 

But the conflicts recounted in these two volumes (during an in
terval -0f forty-four years-404-403 B. c. to 360-359 B. c.) have 
wrought the melancholy change of leaving Greece more disunited, 
and more destitute of presi<ling Hellenic authority, than she had 
been at any time since the Persian invasion. Thebes, Sparta, and 
Athens, had all been engaged in weakening each other; in which, 
~nhappily, each has been far more successful than in strengthening 

by Athens drove the Thcban invaders out of that island), though it occur· 
red just about the same time as the recovery of the Chcrsonese . 
. That expedition will more properly come to be spoken of in my next 

volume. But the recovery of the Chersonese was the closing event of a 
series of proceedings which had been going on for four years ; so that I 
co_uld h~dly leave that series unfinished. 
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herself. The maritime power ofAthens is now indeed considerable, 
and may be called very great, if compared with the state of degra
dation to which she had been brought in 403 B. c. But it will 
presently be seen how unsubstantial is the foundation of her au
thority, and how fearfully she has fallen off from that imperial 
feeling and energy which ennobled her ancestors under the advice 
of Perikles. 

It is under these circumstances, so untoward for defence, that 
the aggressor from Macedonia arises. 

CHAPTER LXXXI. 

SICILIAN AFFAIRS AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ATHENIAN 
ARl\IAMENT BEFORE SYRACUSE. 

IN the sixtieth chapter of this work, I brought down the history 
of the Grecian communities in Sicily to the close of the Athenian 
siege of Syracuse, where Nikias and Demosthenes with nearly their 
entire armament perished by so lamentable a fate. I now resume 
from that point the thread of Sicilian events, which still continues 
so distinct from those of Peloponnesus and Eastern Greece, that 
it is inconvenient to include both in the same chapters. 

If the destruction of the great Athenian armament (in Septem
ber 413 B. c.) excited the strongest sensation throughout every 
part of the Grecian world, we may imagine the intoxication of tri
umph with which it must have been hailed in Sicily. It had been 
achieved (Gylippus and the Peloponnesian allies aiding) by the 
united efforts of nearly all the Grecian cities in the island, - for 
all of them had joined Syracuse as soon as her prospects became 
decidedly encouraging; except Naxos and Katana, which were 
allied with the Athenians,-ancl Agrigcntum, which remained neu
tral.I Unfortunately we know little or nothing of the proceedings 

1 Thucyd. vii, 50-58. 
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of the Syracusans, immediately following upon circumstances of so 
much excitement and interest. They appear to have carried on 
war against Katana, where some fugitives from the vanquished 
Athenian army contributed to the resistance against them.I But 
both this city and Naxos, though exposed to humiliation and dan
ger as allies of the defeated Athenians, contrived to escape without 
the loss of their independence. The allies of Syracuse were prob
ably not eager to attack them, and thereby to aggrandize that city 
farther; while the Syracusans themselves also would be sensible 
of great exhaustion, arising from the immense efforts through which 
alone their triumph had been achieved. The pecuniary burdens 
to which they had been obliged to submit-known to Nikias dur
ing the last months of the siege,2 and fatally misleading his judg
ment, - were so heavy as to task severely their powers of endur
ance. After paying, and dismissing with appropriate gratitude, the 
numerous auxiliaries whom they _had been obliged to hire, - after 
celebrating the recent triumph, and decorating the temples, in a 
manner satisfactory to the exuberant joy of the citizens3 - there 
would probably be a general disposition to repose rather than to 
aggressive warfare. There would be much destruction to be re
paired throughout their territory, poorly watched or ·cultivated 
during the year of the siege. 

In spite of such exhaustion, however, the sentiment of exas
peration and vengeance against Athens, combined with gratitude 
towards the Lacedremonians, was too powerful to be balked. A 
confident persuasion reigned throughout Greece that Atbens4 
could not hold out for one single summer after her late terrific 
disaster; a persuasion, founded greatly on the hope of a large 
auxiliary squadron to act against her from Syracuse and her other 
enemies in Sicily and Italy. In this day of Athenian distress, 
such enemies of course became more numerous. Especially the 
city of Thurii in Italy,s which bad been friendly to Athens and 
had furnished aid to Demosthenes in his expedition to Sicily, now 
underwent a change, banished three hundred of the leading philo
Athenian citizens (among them the rhetor Lysias), and espoused 

' Lysias, Orat. xx, (pro Polystrato) s. 26, 27. 

2 Thucyd. vii, 48, 49. · 3 Diodor. xiii, 3·1. 

• Thucyd. viii, 2 ; compare vii, 55. 

6 Thucyd. vii, 33-57; Dionysius Halikarn. Judie. de Lysia, p. 453. 
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the Peloponnesian cause with ardor. The feeling of reaction at 
Thurii, and of vengeance at Syracuse, stimulated the citizens of 
both places to take active part in an effort promising to be easy 
and glorious, for the destruction of Athens and her empire. And 
volunteers were doubtless the more forward, as the Persian satraps 
of the sea-board were now competing with each other in invitations 
to the Greeks, with offers of abundant pay. 

Accordingly, in the sum.mer of the year 412 B. c. (the year fol
lowing the catastrophe of the Athenian armament,) a Sicilian 
squadron of twenty triremes from Syracuse and two from Selinus, 
under the command of Hermokrates, reached Peloponnesus and 
joined the Lacedremonian fleet in its expedition across the JEgean 
to Miletus. Another squadron of ten triremes from Thurii, under 
the Rhodian Dorieus, and a farther reinforcement from Tarentum, 
and Lokri, followed soon after. It was Hermokrates who chiefly 
instigated his countrymen to this effort.I Throughout the trying 
months of the siege, he had taken a leading part in the defence of 
Syracuse, seconding the plans of Gylippus with equal valor and 
discretion. As commander of the Syracusan squadron in the main 
fleet now acting against Athens in the .LEgean (events already de
scribed in my sixty-first chapter), his conduct was not less dis
tinguished. He was energetic in action, and popular in his behavior 
towards those under his command; but what stood out most con
spicuously as well as most honorably, was his personal incorrupti
bility. ·while the Peloponnesian admiral and trierarchs accepted 
the bribes of Tissaphernes, conniving at his betrayal of the com
mon cause and breach of engagement towards the armament, 
with indifference to the privations of their own unpaid seamen, -
Hermokrates and Dorieus were strenuous in remonstrance, even 

.to the extent of drawing upon themselves the indiguant displeasure 
of the Pcloponncsian admiral Astyochus, as well as of the satrap 
himscl£2 They were the more earnest in pe1forming this duty, 
because the Syracusan and Thurian triremes were manned by 
freemen in larger proportion than the remaining fleet.3 

The sanguine expectation, however, entertained by Hermokra
tes and his companions in crossing the sea from Sicily,- that one 

1 Thucyd. viii, 26, 35, 91. t Thucyd. viii, 29, 45, 78, 84. 
3 Thucyd. viii, 84. 
VOL. X. 17 25oc. 
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single effort would gloriously close the war, - was far from being 
realized. Athens resisted with unexpected energy; the Lacedre
monians were so slack and faint-hearted, that they even let slip 
the golden opportunity presented to them by the usurpation of the 
Athenian Four Hundred. Tissaphernes was discovered to be studi
ously starving and protracting the war for purposes of his own, 
which Hermokrates vainly tried to counter-work by a personal 
visit and protest at Sparta.l Accordingly, the war trailed on with 
fluctuating success, and even renovated efficiency on the part of 
Athens ; so that the Syracusans at home, far from hearing an
nounced the accomplishment of those splendid anticipations under 
which their squadron had departed, received news generally unfa
vorable, and at length positively disastrous. They were informed 
that their seamen were ill-paid and distressed; while Athens, far 
from striking her colors, had found means to assemble a fleet at 
Samos competent still to dispute the mastery of the ...tEgean. 
They heard of two successive naval defeats, which the Pelopon
nesian and Syracusan fleets sustained in the Hellespont~ (one at 
Kynossema,- 411 B. c.,-a second between Abydos and Dar
danus,- 410 B. c.); and at length of a third, more decisive and 
calamitous than the preceding, - the battle of Kyzikus ( 409 B. 

c.), wherein the Lacedremonian admiral 1\lindarus was slain, and 
the whole of his fleet captured or destroyed. In this defeat the 
Syracusan squadron were joint sufferers. Their seamen were 
compelled to burn all their triremes without exception, in order to 
prevent them from falling into the hands of the enemy; and were 
left destitute, without clothing or subsistence, on the shores of the 
Propontis amidst the satrapy of Pharnabazus.3 That satrap, with 
generous forwardness, took them into his pay, advanced to them 
clothing and provision for two months, and · furnished them with 
timber from the woods of J\Iount Ida to build fresh ships. At 
Antandrus (in the Gulf of Adramyttium, one great place of ex
port for Idrean timber), where the reconstruction took place, the 
Syracusans made themselves so acceptable and useful to the citi
zens, that a vote of thanks and a grant of citizenship was passed 
to all of them who chose to accept it.4 

1 Thucyd. viii, 85. • Thucyd. viii, 105; Xen. Hellen. i, I, 7. 
1 Xen. Hellen. i, I, 19. ' ](en. Hellen. i, I, 23-26. 
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In recounting this battle, I cited the brief and rude de~patch, 
addressed to the Laced::emonians by Hippokrates, surviving second 
officer of the slain l\Iindarus, describing the wretched condition of 
the defeated armament-" Our honor is gone. :Mindarus is slain. 
The men are hungry. "\Ve know not what to do." l This curious 
despatch has passed into history, because it was intercepted by 
the Athenians,· and never reached its destination. But without 
doubt the calamitous state of facts, which it was intended to make 
known, flew rapidly, under many different forms of wor1l5, both to 
Peloponnesus and to Syracuse. Sad as the reality was, the first 
impression made by the news would probably be yet sadder; 
since the intervention of Pharnabazus, whereby the sufferers were 
so much relieved, would hardly be felt or authenticated until after 
some interval. At Syracuse, the event on being made known 
excited not only powerful sympathy with the sufferers, but also 
indignant displeasure against Hermokrates and his colleagues ; 
who, having instigated their countrymen three years before, by 
sanguine hopes and assurances, to commence a foreign expedition 
for the purpose of finally putting down Athens, had not only 
achieved nothing, but had sustained a series of reverses, ending 
at length in utter ruin, from the very enemy whom they had pro
nounced to be incapable of farther resistance. 

It was under such sentiment of displeasure, shortly after the 
defeat of Kyzikus, that a sentence of banishment was passed at 
Syracuse against Hermokrates and his colleagues. The sentence 
was transmitted to Asia, and made known by Hermokrates him
self to the armament, convoked in public meeting. ·while lament
ing and protesting against its alleged injustice and illegality, he 
entreated the armament to maintain unabated good behavior for 
the future, and to choose new admirals for the time, until the suc
cessors nominated at Syracuse should arrive. The news was 
heard with deep regret by the trierarchs, the pilots, and the mari
time soldiers or marines; who, attached to Hermokrates from his 
popular manner, his constant openness of communication with 
them, and his anxiety to collect their opinions, loudly proclaimed 
that they would neither choose, nor serve under, any other lead-

Hen. Hellen. i, I, 23. 'ENm TU KaA.U.. Mivoapo, a1mruova· 1mvwvn 
rwvclpe, · atropioµ!;! rl XPii opijv. 

I 
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ers.1 But the admirals repressed this disposition, deprecating any 
resistance to the decree of the city. They laid down their com
mand, inviting any man dissatisfied with them to prefer his com
plaint at once publicly, and reminding the soldiers of the many 
victories and glorious conflicts, both by land and sea, which had 
knit them together by the ties of honorable fellowship. No man 
stood forward to accuse them ; and they consented, on the contin
ued request of the armament, to remain in command, until their 
three successors arrived- Demarchus, 1\Iyskon, and Potamis. 
They then retired amidst universal regret; many of the trierarchs 
even binding themselves by oath, that on returning to 8yracuse 
they would procure their restoration. The change of command
ers took place at l\Iiletus.2 

Though Hermokrates, in his address to the soldiers, would 
doubtless find response when he invoked the remembranGe of past 
victories, yet he would hardly have found the like response in a Sy
racusan assembly. For if we review the proceedings of the arma
ment since he conducted it from Syracuse to join the Peloponne
sian fleet, we shall find that on the whole his expedition had been 
a complete failure, and that his assurances of success against 
Athens had ended in nothing but disappointment. There was 
therefore ample cause for the discontent of his countrymen. But 
on the other hand, as far as our limited means of information ena
ble us to judge, the sentence of banishment against him appears 
to have been undeserved and unjust. For we cannot trace the ill
success of Hermokrates to any misconduct or omission on his part; 
while in regard to personal incorruptibility, and strenuous resist
ance to the duplicity of Tissaphernes, he stood out as an honora
ble exception among a body of venal colleagues. That satrap, 
indeed, as soon as Hermokrates had fallen into disgrace, circulated 
a version of his own, pretending that the latter, having asked mo
ney from him and been refused, had sought by calumnious means 
to revenge such refusal.3 But this story, whether believed else
where or not, found no credit with the other satrap Pharnabazus; 
who warmly espoused the cause of the banished general, present
ing him with a sum of money even unsolicited. This money 

1 Xen. Hellen. i, I, 27. ' Xen. Hellen. i, I, 27-31. 
3 Thucyd. viii, 85. 
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Hermokrates immediately employed in getting together triremes 
and mercenary sokliers to accomplish his restoration to Syracuse 
by force.1 ·we shall presently see how he fared in this attempt. 
Meanwhile we may remark that the sentence of banishment, 
though in itself unjust, would appear amply justified in the eyes 
of his countrymen by his own subsequent resort to hostile mea
sures against them. 

The party opposed to Hermokrates had now the preponderance 
in Syracuse, and by their influence probably the sentence against 
him was passed, under the grief and wrath occasioned by the 
defeat of Kyzikus. Unfortunately we have only the most scanty 
information as to the internal state of Syracuse during the period 
immediately succeeding the Athenian siege ; a period of marked 
popular sentiment and peculiar interest. As at Athens under the 
pressure of the Xerxeian invasion - the energies of all the ~iti
zens, rich and poor, young and old, had been called forth for 
repulse of the common enemy, and had been not more than enough 
to achieve it. As at Athens after the battles of Salamis and 
Platma, so at Syracuse after the destruction of the Athenian be
siegers - the people, elate with the plenitude of recent effort, and 
conscious that the late successful defence had been the joint work 
of all, were in a state of animated democratical impulse, eager for 
the utmost extension and equality of political rights. Even before 
the Athenian siege, the government had been democratical; a 
fact, which Thucydides notices as among the causes of the suc
cessful defence, by rendering the citizens unanimous in resistance, 
and by preventing the besiegers from exciting intestine discontent.2 
But in the period immediately after the siege, it underwent changes 
which are said to have rendered it still more dcmocratical. On 
the proposition of an influential citizen named Diokles, a commis
sion of Ten was named, of which he was president, for the pur
pose of revising both the constitution and the legislation of the 
city. Some organic alterations were adopted, one of which was, 
that the lot should be adopted, instead of the principle of election, 
in the nomination of magistrates. :Furthermore, a new code, or 
collection of criminal and civil enactments, was drawn up and 
sanctioned. \Ve know nothing of its details, but we are told that 

1 Xen. Hellen. i, I, 31 ; Diodor. xiii, 63. 1 Thncyd. vii, 55. 
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its penalties were extremely severe, its determination of offences 
minute and special, and its language often obscure as well as brief. 
It was known by the name of the Laws of Diokles, the chief of 
the Committee who had prepared it. Though now adopted at 
Syracuse, it did not last long; for we shall find in five or six 
years the despotism of Dionysins extinguishing it, just as Pei:;i
stratus had put down the Solonian legislation at Athens. But it 
was again revived at the extinction of the Dionysian dynasty, 
after the lapse of more than sixty years ; with comments and 
modifications by a committee, among whose members were the 
Corinthians Kephalus and Timoleon. It is also said to have been 
copied in various other Sicilian cities, and to have remained in 
force until the absorption of all Sicily under the dominion of the 
Romans.• 

'Ve have the austere character of Diokles illustrated by a story 
(of more than dubious credit,2 and of which the like is recounted 
respecting other Grecian legislators), that having inadvertently' 
violated one of his own enactments, he enforced the duty of obe
dience by falling on his own sword. But unfortunately we are 
not permitted to know the substance of his laws, which would 
have thrown so much light on the sentiments nnd position of the 
Sicilian Greeks. Nor can we distinctly make out to what extent 
the political constitution of Syracuse was now changed. For 
though Diodorus tells us that the lot was now applied to the nom
ination of magistrates, yet he does not state whether it was applied 
to all magistrates, or under what reserves and exceptions- such, 
for example, as those adopted at Athens. Aristotle too states that 
the Syracusan people, after the Athenian siege, changed their con
stitution from a partial democracy into an entire democracy. Yet 
he describes Dionysius, five or six years afterwards, as pushing 
himself up to the despotism, by the most violent demagogic oppo
sition; and as having accused, disgraced, and overthrown certain 
rich leaders then in possession of the functions of government.3 
If the constitutional forms were rendered more democratical, it 
would seem that the practice cannot have materially changed, and 

1 Diodor. xii, 33-35. 
1 Compare Diodor. xiii, 75 -about the banishment of Diok!es.. 
I Aristotel. Politic. v, 3, 6. Kai tv !.vpa1C0Vtratr 0 oijµor, ainor ytvoµevor 
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that the persons actually in leading function still continued to be 
rich men~ 

The war carried on by the Syracusans against Naxos and Kat
ana, after continuing more than three years,1 was brought to a close 
by an enemy from without, even more formidable than Athens. 
This time, the invader was not Hellenic, but Phrenician - the an
cient foe of Hellas, Carthage. 

It has been already recounted, how in the imme eventful year 
( 480 B. c.) which transported Xerxes across the Hellespont to 
meet his defeat at Salamis, the Carthaginians had poured into 
Sicily a vast mercenary host under_Hamilkar, for the purpose of 
reinstating in Himera the despot Terillus, who had been expelled 
by Theron of Agrigentum. On that occasion, IIamilkar had been 
slain, and his large army defeated, by the Syracusan despot Gelon, 
in the memorable battle of IIimera. So deep had been the im
pression left by this defeat, that for the seventy years which inter
vened between 480-410 B. c., the Carthaginians had never again 
invaded the island. They resumed their aggressions shortly after 
the destruction of the Athenian power before Syracuse ; which 
same event had also stimulated the Persians, who had been kept 
in restraint while the Athenian empire remained unimpaired, 
again to act offensively for the recovery of their dominion over the 
Asiatic Greeks. The great naval power of Athens, inspiring not 
merely reserve but even alarm to Carthage,2 had been a safe
guard to the Hellenic world both at its eastern and its western 
extremity. No sooner was that safeguard overthrown, than the 
hostile pressure of the foreigner began to be felt, as well upon \Vest
ern Sicily as on the eastern coast of the .lEgean. 

From this time forward for two centuries, down to the conclusion 
of the second Punic war, the Carthaginians will be found frequent 
in their aggressive interventions in Sicily, and upon an extensive 

Ti/!: VlKTJ!: TOV n:o/..iµov TOV 7rpor; 'Ai911vafovt;, fK 7r:OAtTeta~ elt; or1µ0Kpariav µe• 
ri13al.e. 

v, 4, 4, 5. Ka? Awvvuwt; Kar11yopwv Aa¢vaiov Kat rwv 'TrAovuiwv Htwi911 
Ti/t; rvpavvioor, ilia r/jv l:xi9pav murev-8-dt; wt; 011µonKot; wv. 

1 Diodor. xiii, 56. 
1 Thuryd. vi, 34. Speech of Ilermokrates to his countrymen at Syra

cuse - OOKei oi pot Kat ti; Ka(l;t1/00Va uµetvov elvat 'Triµ..pat. Ov yap avi;\.. 
'TrtUTov,ahok, u;u: uei Ota t/>0{3011 tlat µ~ 'TrOTt 'Af!~vaiot avroi~ ln-£ TQll ?TOAW 
U8wu1v, etc. 
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scale, so as to act powerfully on the destinies of the Sicilian Greeks. 
Whether any internal causes had occurred to make them abstain 
from intervention during the preceding generations, we are unable 
to say. The history of this powerful and wealthy city is very lit
tle known. "\Ve make out a fow facts, which impart a general idea 
both of her oligarchical government and of her extensive colonial 
possessions, but which leave us in the dark as to her continuous 
history. Her possessions were most extensive, along the coast of 
Africa both eastward and westward from her city; comprehending 
also Sardinia and the Balearic isles, but (at this time, probably) few 
settlements in Spain. She liad quite enough to occupy her atten
tion elsewhere, without meddling in Sicilian affairs ; the more so, 
as her province in Sicily was rather a dependent ally than a colo
nial possession. In the early treaties made w--ith Rome, the Cartha
ginians restrict and even interdict the traffic of the Romans both 
with Sardinia and Africa (except Carthage itself), but they grant 
the amplest license of intercourse with the Carthaginian province 
of Sicily; which they consider as standing in the same relation to 
Carthage as the cities of Latium stood in to Rome.I While the 
connection of Carthage with Sicily was thus less close, it would 
appear that her other dependencies gave her much trouble, chiefly 
in consequence of her own harsh and extortionate dominion. 

All our positive information, scanty as it is, about Carthage and 
her institutions, relates to the fourth, third, or second centuries n. c.; 
yet it may be held to justify presumptive conclusions as to the fifth 

1 Polybius, iii, 22, 23, 24. 
Ile gives three separate treaties (either wholly or in part) between the 

Carthaginians and Romans. The latest of the three belongs to the days 
of Pyrrhus, about 278 n. c.; the earliest to 508 B. c. The intermediate 
treaty is not marked as to date by any specific evidence, but I see no ground 
for supposing that it is so late as 345 n. c., which is the date assigned to it 
by Casaubon, identifying it.with the treaty alluded to by Livy, Yii, 27. I 
cannot but think that it is more likely to be of earlier date, somewhere 
between 480--410 B. c. This second treaty is far more restrictive than the 
first, against the Romans; for it interdicts them from all traffic either with 
Sardinia or Africa, except the city of Carthage itself; the fii-st treaty per
mitted such trade under certain limitations and conditions. The second 
treaty argues a comparative superiority of Carthage to Rome, which would 
rather seem to belong to the latter half of the fifth century n. c., than to 
the latter half of the fourth. 
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century B. c., especially in reference to the general system pursued. 
The maximum of her power was attained before her first war with 
Rome, which began in 264 n. c.; the first and second Punic wars 
both of them greatly reduced her strength and dominion. Yet in 
spite of such reduction we learn that about 150 B. c., shortly be
fore the third Punic war, which ended in the capture and depopu
lation of the city, not less than seven hundred thousand souls I were 
computed in it, as occupants of a fortified circumference of above 
twenty miles, covering a peninsula with its isthmus. Upon this 
isthmus its citadel Byrsa was situated, surrounded by a triple wall 
of its own, and crowned at its summit by a magnificent temple of 
.lEsculapius. The numerous population is the more remarkable, 
since Utica (a considerable city, colonized from Phamicia more 
anciently than even Carthage itself, and always independent of the 
Carthaginians, though in the condition of an inferior and discon
tented ally), was within the distance of seven miles from Carthage2 
on the one side, and Tunis seemingly not much farther off on the 
other. Even at that time, too, the Carthaginians are said to have 
possessed three hundred tributary cities in Libya.a Yet this was 
but a small fraction of the prodigious empire which had belonged 
to them certainly in the fourth century B. c., and in all probability 
also between 480-410 B. c. That empire extended eastwa,·d as 
far as the Altars of the Philreni, near the Great Syrtis, - west
ward, all along the coast to the Pillars of Herakles and the west
ern coast of .Morocco. The line of coast south-east of Carthage, 
as far as the bay called the Lesser Syrtis, was proverbial (un
der the name of Byzacium and the Emporia) for its fertility. 
Along this extensive line were distributed indigenous Libyan tribes, 
living by agriculture; and a mixed population called Liby-Phre
nicians, formed by intermarriage and coalition of some of these 
tribes either with colonists from Tyre and Sidon, or perhaps with 
a Canaanitish population akin in race to the Phrenicians, yet of 
still earlier settlement in the country.4 These Liby-Phrenicians 

Strabo, xvii, p. s:i2, 833; Livy, Epitome, lib. 51. 
Strabo gives the circumference as three hundred and sixty stadia, and the 

breadth of the isthmus as sixty stadia. But this is noticed by Barth as 
much exaggerated ("Wandenmgen auf der Kiiste des }fittelmeers, p. 85 ). 

• Appian. Reb. Punic. viii, 75. 3 Strabo, ut sup. 
• This is the view of Movers, sustained with much plausibility, in his 

17* 

I 
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dwelt in towns, seemingly of moderate size and unfortified, but 
each surrounded by a territory ample and fertile, yielding large 
produce. They were assiduous cultivators, but generally unwarlike, 
which latter quality was ascribed by ancient theory to the extreme 
richness of their soil.I Of the Liby-Phrenician towns the number 
is not known to us, but it must have been prodigiously great, since 
we are told that both Agathokles- and Regulus in their respective 
invasions captured no less than two hundred. A single district, 
called Tuska, is also spoken of as having fifty towns.2 

A few of the towns along the coast,- Hippo, Utica, Adrume
tum, Thapsus, Leptis, etc.,-were colonies from Tyre, like Carthage 
herself. ·with respect to Carthage, therefore, they stood upon a 
different footing from the Liby-Phrenician towns, either maritime 
or in the interior. Yet the Carthaginians contrived in time to 
render every town tributary, with the exception of Utica. They 
thus derived revenue from all the inhabitants of this fertile region, 
Tyrian, Liby-Phrenician, and indigenous Libyan ; and the amount 
which they imposed appears to have been exorbitant. At one 
time, immediately after the first Punic war, they took from the 
rural cultivators as much as one-half of their produce,3 and 
doubled at one stroke the tribute levied upon the towns. The town 
and district of Leptis paid to them a tribute of one talent per day, 
or three hundred and sixty-five talents annually. Such exactions 
were not collected without extreme harshness of enforcement, 

learned and instructive work - Geschichte der Phcenizier, vol. ii, part ii, p. 
435-455. See Diodor. xx, 55. 

1 Livy, xxix, 25. Compare the last chapter of the history of Herodotus. 
1 Diodor. xx, l 7 ; Appian, viii, 3, 68. 
3 Colonel Leake observes, with respect to the modern Greeks, who work 

on the plains of Turkey, upon the landed property of Turkish proprietors 
- " The Helots seem to have resembled the Greeks, who labor on the Turk· 
ish farms in the plains of Turkey, and who are bound to account to their 
masters for one-half of the produce of the soil, as Tyrtreus says of the 
Messenians of his time 

"IJ.arrep {ivot µeyaAOtf ux.Jeat Tetpoµevot 
A£0'1r00'VVO!O'l '/Jepovrer, uvay1Cal1}f inro 'Avypijr, 

"Hµtav 1r<LV 1 ifoaov ICapn:ov upovpa '/Jepot. 
(Tyrtreus, Frag. 5, ed. Schneid.) 

The condition of the Greeks in the mountainous regions is not so hard" 
(Leake, Peloponnesiaca, p, 168), 
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sometimes stripping the tax-payer of all that he possessed, and 
even tearing him from his family to be sold in person for a slave.I 
Accordingly the general sentiment among the dependencies to
wards Carthage was one of mingled fear and hatred, which ren
dered them eager to revolt on the landing of any foreign invader. 
In some cases the Carthaginians seem to have guarded against 
such contingencies by paid garrisons ; but they also provided a 
species of garrison from among their own citizens; by sending out 
from Carthage poor men, and assigning to them lots of land with 
the cultivators attached. This provision for poor citizens as emi
grants (mainly analogous to the Roman colonies), was a standing 
feature in the Carthaginian political system, serving the double 

_purpose of obviating discontent among their own town population 
at home, and of keeping watch over their dependencies abroad.2 

In the fifth century B. c., the Carthaginians had no apprehen
sion of any foreign enemy invading them from seaward; an en
terprise first attempted in 316 B. c., to the surprise of every one, by 
the boldness of the Syracusan Agathokles. Nor were their en
emies on the land side formidable as conquerors, though they were 
extremely annoying as plunderers. The Numidians and other na
tive tribes, half-naked and predatory horsemen, distinguished for 
speed as well as for indefatigable activity, so harassed the individ

1 Polybius, i, 72 ; Livy, xxxiv, 62. 
Movers (Geschichte der Phomizier, ii, 2, p. 455) assigns this large assess

ment to Lcptis :Magna; but the passage of Livy can relate only to Lcptis 
Parva, in the region called Emporia. 

Leptis l\lagna was at a far greater distance from Carthage, near the 
Great Svrtis. 

Dr. B;rth (\Yanderungen durch die Kfr;tenliinder des Mittclliindischen 
Meers, p. 81-146) has given a recent and valuable examination of the site 
of Carthage and of the neighboring regions. On his map, however, the 
territory called Emporia is marked near the Lesser Syrtis, two hundred 
miles from Carthage (Pliny, II. N. v, 3). Yet it seems certain that the 
name Emporia must have comprised the territory south of Carthage and 
approaching very near to the city; for Scipio Africanus, in his expedition 
from Sicily, directed his pilots to steer for Emporia. He intended to land 
_very near Carthage; and he actually did land on the \Yhite Cape, near 
to that city, but on the north side, and still nearer to Utica. This region 
north of Carthage was probably not included in the name Emporia (Livy, 
xxix, 25-2i). 

1 Al'istotel. Politic. ii, 8, 9; vi, 3, 5. 
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ual cultivators of the soil, that the Carthaginians dug a long line 
of ditch to keep them off.I But these barbarians did not acquire 
sufficient organization to act for permanent objects, until the reign 
of l\Iasinissa and the second Punic war with Rome. During the 
fifth and fourth centuries B. c., therefore (prior to the invasion of 
Agathokles ), the warfare carried on by the Carthaginians was con
stantly aggressive and in foreign parts. :For these purposes they 
chiefly employed foreign mercenaries, hired for the occasion from 
Italy, Gaul, Spain, and the islands of the "\Vestern l\lediterranean, 
together with conscripts from their Libyan dependencies. The 
native Carthaginians/.! though encouraged by honorary marks to 
undertake this military service, were generally averse to it, and 
sparingly employed. But these citizens, though not often sent on 
foreign service, constituted a most formidable force when called 
upon. No less then forty thousand hoplites went forth from the 
gates of Carthage to resist Agathokles, together with one thousand 
cavalry, and two thousand war-chariots.3 An immense public mag
azine, - of arms, muniments of war of all kinds, and provisions, 
appears to have been kept in the walls of Byrsa, the citadel of 
Carthage.4 A chosen division of two thousand five hundred citi

1 Appian, viii, 32, 54, 59; Phlegon, Trall. de Mirabilibus, c. 18. Evµaxor 
ot c/J1J<1tV tv ITept1Jy~aei, Kapx11ooviovr 7rep1m9peiJovrar T~V ioiav l7rapxiav, 
evpEiV bpvaaovrar OVo (Jl(EAETOVr fv aop<,> Ketµivovr, etc. 

The line of trench however was dug apparently at an early stage of the 
Carthaginian dominion ; for the Carthaginians afterwards, as they grew 
more powerful, extended their possessions beyond the trench; as we see by 
the passages of Appian above referred to. 

Movers (Gesch. der Phooniz. ii, 2, p. 45i) identifies this trench with the 
one which Pliny names near Thenre on the Lesser Syrtis, as having been dug 
by order of the second African us -to form a boundary between the Ro
man province of Africa, and the dominion of the native kings (Pliny, H. 
N. v, 3 ). But I greatly doubt such identity. It appears to me that this 
last is distinct from the Carthaginian trench. 

• A Carthaginian citizen wore as many rings as he had served campaigns 
( Aristotel. Politic. vii, 2, 6 ). 

3 Diodor. xx, IO. 
' Appian, viii, 80. Twenty thousand panoplies, together with an im

mense stock of weapons and engines of siege, were delivered up to the 
perfidious manoouvres of the Romans, a little before the last siege of Car
thage. 

See Botticher, Geschichte der Carthager, p. 20-25. 
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zenR, men of wealth and family, formed what was called the Sacred 
Band of Carthage,! distinguished for their bravery in the field as 
well as for the splendor of their arms, and the gold and silver plate 
which formed part of their baggage. "\Ve sliall find these citizen
troops occasionally employed on service in Sicily: but most part 
of the Carthaginian armies consists of Gauls, Iberians, Lihyans, etc., 
a mingled host got together for the occasion, discordant in language 
as well as in customs. Such men had never any attachment to the 
cause in which they fought, - seldom, to the commanders, under 
whom they served; while they were often treated by Carthage 
with bad faith, and recklessly abandoned to destruction.2 A mili
tary system such as this was pregnant with danger, if ever the 
mercenary soldiers got footing in Africa; as happened after the 
first Punic war, when the city was brought to the brink of ruin. 
But on foreign service in Sicily, these mercenaries often enabled 
Carthage to make conquest at the cost only of her money, without 
any waste of the blood of her own citizens. The Carthaginian 
generals seem generally to have relied, like Persians, upon num
bers, - manifesting little or no military skill ; until we come to the 
Punic wars with Rome, conducted under IIamilkar Barca and his 
illustrious son Hannibal. 

Respecting the political constitution of Carthage, the facts known 
are too few, and too indistinct, to enable us to comprehend its real 
working. The magistrates most conspicuous in rank and prece
dence were, the two kings or suffetcs, who presiLled over the Sen
ate.3 They seem to have been renewed annually, though how far 
the same persons were reeligible, or actually rechosen, we do not 

1 Diodor. xvi, 8. 
' See the striking description in Livy, of the motley composition of the 

Carthaginian mercenary armies, where he bestows just admiration on the 
genius of Hannibal, for having always maintained his ascendenry over 
them, and kept them in obedience and harmony (Livy, xxviii, 12). Com
pare Polybius, i, 65-67, and the manner in which Imilkon abandoned his 
mercenaries to destmetion at Syracuse (Diodor. xiv, 75-77). 

3 There were in like manner two suffctcs in Gades and each of the other 
Phcenician colonies (Livy, xxviii, 37). Cornelius Nepos (Hannibal, c. 7) 
talks of Hannibal as having been made king (rex) when he WM invested 
with his great foreign military command, at twenty-two years of age. So 
Diodorus (xiv, 54) talks about Imilkon, and Herodotus (vii, 166) about 
Hamilkar, 
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know ; but they were always selected out of some few principal 
families or Gentes. There is reason for believing that the genuine 
Carthaginian citizens were distributed into three tribes, thirty cu
rire, and three hundred gentes - something in the manner of the 
Roman patricians. From these gentes emanated a Senate of three 
hundred, out of which again was formed a smaller council or com
mittee of thirty principes representing the curioo ;I sometimes a 
still smaller, of only ten principes. These little councils are both 
frequently mentioned in the political proceedings of Carthage ; 
and perhaps the Thirty may coincide with what i~olybius calls the 
Gerusia, or Council of Ancients, - the Three Ilumlred, with that 
which he calls the Senate.2 Aristotle assimilates the two kings 
( suffetes) of Carthage to the two kings of Sparta - and the Ge
rusia of Carthage also to that of Spart;i ;3 which latter consisted 
of thirty members, including the kings who sat in it. But Aris
totle does not allude to any assembly at Carthage analogous to 
what Polybius calls the Senate. He mentions two Councils, one 
of one hundred members, the other of one hundred and four; and 
certain Boards of Five, - the pentarchies. He compares the 
Council of one hundred and four to the Spartan ephors ; yet again 
he talks of the pentarchies as invested with extensive functions, 
and terms the Council of one hundred the greatest authority in the 
state. Perhaps this last Council was identical with the assembly 
ofone hundred Judges (said to have been chosen from the Senate as 
a check upon the generals employed), or Ordo Judicum; of which 
Livy speaks after the second Punic war, as existing with its mem
bers perpetual and so powerful that it overruled all the other assem
blies and magistracies of the state. Through the influence of Han
nibal, a law was passed to lessen the overweening power of this 
Order of Judges; causing them to be elected only for one year, 
instead of being perpetual.4 

1 See Movers, Die Phonizier, ii, 1, p. 483-499. 
1 Polybius, x, 18; Livy, xxx, 16. 
Yet again Polybius in another place speaks of the Gerontion at Carthage 

as representing the aristocratical force, and as opposed to the rr}.ij{)or or 
people (vi, 51). It would seem that by repovriov he must mean the same 
as the assembly called in another passage (x, 18) !.vyKl.11ror. 

3 Aristotel. Politic. ii, 8, 2. 
4 Livy, xxxiii, 46. J~stin (xix, 2) mentions the one hundred select Sen

ators set apart as judges. 

, 
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These statements, though coming from valuable authors, convey 
so little information and are withal so difficult to reconcile, that 
both the structure and working of the political machine at Carthage 
may be said to be unknown.I But it seems clear that the general 
spirit of the government was highly oligarchical; that a few rich, 
old, and powerful families, divided among themselves the great 
offices and influence of the state; that they maintained themselves 
in pointed and even insolent distinction from the multitude ;ll that 
they stood opposed to each other in bitter feuds, often stained by 
gross perfidy and bloodshed; and that the treatment with which, 
through these violent party-antipathies, unsuccessful generals were 
visited, was cruel in the extreme.3 It appears that wealth was 
one indispensable qualification, and that magistrates and generals 
procured ther appointments in a great measure by corrupt means. 
Of such corruption, one variety was, the habit of constantly regal
ing the citizens in collective banquets of the C'ltrill! or the political 
associations ; a habit so continual, and embracing so wide a circle 
of citizens, that Aristotle compares these banquets to the phiditia 
or public mess of Sparta.4 There was a demos or people at Car
thage, who were consulted on particular occasions, and before whom 
propositions were publicly debated, in cases where the suffetes 
and the small Council were not all of one mind.5 How numerous 

1 Heeren (Ideen iiber den Verkehr der Alten ·welt, part ii, p. 138, 3rd 
edit.) and Kluge (in his Dissertation, Ari•totelcs de Politiii Carthaginien· 
sium, Wratisl. 1824) havo discussed all these passages with ability. But 
their materials do not enable them to reach any certainty. 

2 Valerius Max. ix, 5, 4. "Insolentire inter Carthaginiensem et Campa
num senatum quasi remulatio fuit. Ille enim separato a plebe balneo lava
batur, hie diverso foro utebatur." 

3 Diodor. xx, IO; xxiii, 9; Valer. Max. ii, 7, I. 
' Aristotel Politic. iii, 5, 6. 
These banquets must have been settled, daily proceedings, - as well as 

multitudinous, in order to furnish even apparent warrant for the cqinpari
son which Aristotle makes with the Spartan public mess. But even grant
ing the analogy on these external points, - the intrinsic difference of 
character and purpose between the two must have been so great, that the 
comparison seems not happy. 

Livy (xxxiv, 61) talks of the circu.li et convivia at Carthage; but this is 
probably a general expression, without particular reference to the public 
banquets mentioned by Aristotle. 

6 Aristotel. Polit. ii, 8, 3. 

http:circu.li
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this demos was, or what proportion of the whole population it 
comprised, we have no means of knowing. But it is plain, that 
whether I!lOre or less considerable, its multitude was kept under 
dependence to the rich families by stratagems such as the banquets, 
the lucrative appointments with lots of land in foreign dependen
cies, etc. .The purposes of government were determined, its powers 

• 	 wielded and the great offices lield - suffetes, senators, generals, 
or judges,- by the members of a small number of wealthy fami
lies; and the chief opposition which they encountered, was from 
their feuds against each other. In the main, the government was 
conducted with skill and steadiness, as well for internal tranquillity 
as for systematic foreign and commercial aggrandizement. Within 
the knowledge of Aristotle, Carthage had never suffered either the 
successful usurpation of a despot, or any violent intestine commo
tion.I 

The first eminent Carthaginian leader brought to our notice, is 
J\Iago (seemingly about 530-500 B. c.), who is said to have mainly 
contributed to organize the forces, and extend the dominion, of Car
thage. Of his two sons, one, Hasdrubal, perished after a victorious 
career in Sardinia ;2 the other, Hamilkar, commanding at the bat
tle of Ilimera in Sicily, was there defeated and slain by Gelon, as 
has been already recounted. After the death of Ilamilkar, his son 
Giskon was condemned to perpetual exile, and passed his life in 
Sicily at the Greek city of Selinus.3 But the sons of Hasdrubal 

1 Aristot. Polit. ii, 8, I. He briefly alludes to the abortive conspiracy of 
' Hanno (v, 6, 2), which is also mentioned in Justin (xxi, 4). Hanno is said 

to have formed the plan of putting to death the Senate, and making him
self despot. But he was detected, and executed under the severest tortures; 
all his family being put to death along with him. 

Not only is it very difficult to make out Aristotle's statements about the 
Carthaginian government, - but some of them are even contradictory. 
One of these (v, IO, 3) has been pointed out by l\L Barthelemy St. Hilaire, 
who pFOposcs to read fv XaA.K7106vt instead of fv Kapx11oovt. In another 
place (v, 10, 4) Aristotle calls Carthage ( tv Kapt71oavt 071µ0Kparovµiv1)) a 
state democratically governed ; which cannot be reconciled with what he 
says in ii, 8, respecting its government. 

Aristotle compares the Council of One Hundred and Four at Carthage 
to the Spartan cphors. lJut it is not easy to see how so numerous a body 
could have transacted the infinite diversity of administrative and other busi· 
ness performed by the five ephors. 

' Justin. xix, 1. 3 Diodor. xiii. 
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still remained at Carthage, the most powerful citizens in the state; 
carrying on hostilities against the Moors and other indigenous Af
ricans, whom they compelled to relinquish the tribute which Car
thage had paid, down to that time, for the ground whereon the city 
was situated. This family are said indeed to have been so pow
erful, that a check upon their ascendency was supposed to be neces
sary ; and for that purpose the select One Hundred Senators 
sitting as judges were now nominated for the first time.I Such 
wars in Africa doubtless tended to prevent the Carthaginians from 
farther interference in Sicily, during the interval between 480-410 
B. c. There were probably other causes also, not known to us,-+ 
and down to the year 413 B. c., the formidable naval power of Ath
ens (as has been already remarked) kept them on the watch even 
for themselves. But now, after the great Athenian catastrophe 
before Syracuse, apprehensions from that quarter were dissipated; 
so that Carthage again found leisure, as well as inclination, to seek 
in Sicily both aggrandizement and revenge. 

It is remarkable that the same persons, acting in the same quar
rel, who furnished the pretext or the motive for the recent invasion 
by Athens, now served in the like capacity as prompters to Car
thage. The inhabitants of Egesta, engaged in an unequal war 
with rival neighbors at Selinus, were in both cases the soliciting 
parties. They had applied to Carthage first, without success,2 be
fore they thought of sending to invoke aid from Athens. This war 
indeed had been for the time merged and forgotten in the larger 
Athenian enterprise against Syracuse ; but it revived after that 
catastrophe, wherein Athens and her armament were shipwrecked. 
The Egestreans had not only lost their protectors, but had incurred 
aggravated hostility from their neighbors, for having brought upon 
Sicily so formidable an ultramarine enemy. Their original quar
rel with Selinus had related to a disputed portion of border terri
tory. This point they no longer felt competent to maintain, under 

1 Justin, xix, 2. 
2 Diodor. xii, 82. 
It seems probable that the war which Diodorus mentions to have taken 

place in 452 B. c., between the Egestreans and Lilybreans - was really a war 
between Egesta and Selinus (see Diodor. xi, 86 -with 'Vesseling's note). 
Lilybreum as a town attained no importance until after the capture of l\Io
tye by the elder Dionysius in 396 B. c. 

VOL. X. 26oc. 
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their present disadvantageous circumstances. But the Selinuntines, 
confident as well as angry, were now not satisfied with success in 
their original claim. They proceeded to strip the Egestreans of 
other lands indisputably belonging to them, and seriously menaced 
the integrity as well as the independence of the city. To no other 
quarter could the Egestxans turn, with any chance of finding Loth 
will and power to protect them, except to Carthage.l 

The town ofEgesta (non-Hellenic or at least only semi-Hellenic) 
was situated on or near the northern line of Sicilian coast, not far 
from the western cape of the i,;land, and in the immediate neighbor
!ood of the Carthaginian settlements, -1\Iotye, Panormus (now 
Palermo), and Solocis or Soluntum. Selinus also was near the 
western cape, but on the southern coast of Sicily, with its territory 
conterminous to the southern portion of Egesta. "\Vhen therefore 
the Egestrean envoys presented their urgent supplications at Car
thage for aid, proclaiming that unless assisted they mi':ist be subju
gated and become a dependency of Selinus, - the Carthaginians 
would not unreasonably conceive, that their own Sicilian settle
ments would be endangered, if their closest Hellenic neighbor were 
allowed thus to aggrandize herself: Accordingly they agreed to 
grant the aid solicited; yet not without much debate and hesitation. 
They were uneasy at the idea of resuming military operations in 
Sicily, - which had been laid aside for seventy years, and had 
moreover left such disastrous recollections2- at a moment when 
Syracusan courage stood in high renown, from the recent destruc
tion of the Athenian armament. But the recollections of the 
Gelonian victory at !Iimera, while they suggested apprehension, 
also kindled the appetite of revenge; especially in the bosom of 
Hannibal, the grandson of that general llamilkar who had there 
met his death. Hannibal was at this moment king, or rather first 
of the two suffetes, chief executive magistrates of Carthage, as his 
grandfather had been seventy years before. So violent had been the 
impression made up~n the Carthaginians by the defeat of Ilimera, 
that they had banished Giskon, son of the slain general Ilamil
kar and father of Hannibal, and had condemned him to pass his 
whole life in exile. Ile had chosen the Greek city of Selinus; 
where probably Hannibal also had spent his youth, though restored 

1 Diodor. xiii, 43. 2 Diodor. xiii, 43. 
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since to his country and to his family consequence, - and from 
whence he brought back an intense antipathy to the Greek name, 
as well as an impatience to wipe off by a signal revenge the dis
honor both of his country and of his family. Accordingly, espous
ing with warmth the request of the Egestxans, he obtained from 
the Senate authority to take effective measures for their protection.l 

His first proceeding was to send envoys to Egesta and Selinus, 
to remonstrate against the encroachments of the Selinuntines ; 
with farther inMruction;;, in case remonstrance proved ineffectual, to 
proceed with the Egestil'ans to Syracuse, and there submit the 
whole dispute to the arbitration of the Syracusans. Ile foresaw that 
the Selinuntines, having superiority of force on their side, would re
fuse to acknowledge any arbitration ; and that the Syracusans, re
spectfully invoked by one party but rejected by the other, would 
stand aside from the quarrel altogether. It turned out as he had 
expected. The Selinuntines sent envoys to Syracuse, to protest 
against the representations from Egesta and Carthage; but declined 
to refer their case to m·bitration. Accordingly, the Syracusans 
passed a vote that they would maintain their alliance with Selinus, 
yet without impeachment of their pacific relations with Carthage: 
thus leaving the latter free to act without obstruction. Hannibal 
immediately sent over a body of troops to the aid of Egesta : five 

Diodor. xiii, 43. KariaT1}<1aV <17paT1})'0V TOV 'Avvi13av, Kara voµovt; TOTE 

f3aail.evovra. Ovrot; Oi: i)v vhivot; µrv roii rrpiit; TiA<Jva rrol.eµ~aavroi; 'Aµi'A
Kov, Kat rrpilt; 'Iµipq. rel.evr~(javroi;, vlot; elf TiaK<Jvot;, 01: oul r~v roii rrarpot; 
Jirrav lcpvyaofiro'f7J, Kai Kare(3i<Ja£v lv rfi Ie'A1voiivn 'O tl' ovv 'Avvipai;, wv 
µ'iv Kai cp v <1 £ t µ t <1 i A A 'l v' oµ<J!: Of TU!: TWV rrpoyov<Jv artµfot; owp&waa
<1ifat /3ovl.6µevn1:. etc. 
_The banishment of Giskon, and that too for the whole.of his life, deserves 

notice, as a point of comparison between the Greek republics aml Carth
age. A defeated general in Greece, if he survived his defeat, was not nn· 
frequently banished, even where there seems neither proof nor probability 
that he had been guilty of misconduct, or misjudgment, or omission. But 
I do not recollect any case in which, when a GreciJm general thus appa· 
rently innocent was not merely defeated but slain in the battle, his son was 
banished for life, as Giskon was banished by the Carthaginians. In appre
ciating the manner in which the Grecian states, both democratical and o1i
garchical, dealt with their officers, the contemporary republic of Carthage 
is one important standard of compariRon. Those who censure the Greeks, 
will have to find stronger terms of condemnation when they review the 
proceedings of the Carthaginians. 

http:whole.of
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thousand Libyans or Africans; and eight hundred Campanian mer
cenaries, who had been formerly in the pay and service of the Athe
nians before Syracuse, but had quitted that camp before the final 
catastrophe occurred.I 

In spite of the reinforcement and the imposing countenance of 
Carthage, the Selinuntines, at this time in full power and prosper
ity, still believed themselves strong enough to subdue Egesta. 
Under such persuasion, they invaded the territory with their full 
force. They began to ravage the country, yet at first with order 
and precaution; but presently, finding no enemy in the field to op
pose them, they became careless, and spread themselves about for 
disorderly plunder. This was the moment for which the Eges
treans and Carthaginians were watching. They attacked the Seli
nuntines by surprise, defeated them with the loss of a thousand 
men, and recaptured the whole booty.2 

The war, as hitherto carried on, was one offensive on the part 
of the Selinuntines, for the purpose of punishing or despoiling their 
ancient enemy Egesta. Only so far as was necessary for the de
fence of the latter, had the Carthaginians yet interfered. But 
against such an interference the Selinuntines, if they had taken a 
prudent measure of their own force, would have seen that they 
were not likely to achieve any conquest. Moreover, they might 
perhaps have obtained peace now, had they sought it; as a con
siderable minority among them, headed by a citizen named Em
pedion,3 urgently recommended: for Selinus appears always to have 
been on more friendly terms with Carthage than any other Grecian 
city in Sicily. Even at the great battle of Himera, the Selinun
tine troops had not only not assisted Gelon, but had actually fought 
in the Carthaginian army under Hamilkar ;4 a plea, which, had it 
been pressed, might probably have had weight with Hannibal. But 
this claim upon the goodwill of Carthage appears only to have 
rendered them more confident and passionate in braving her force 
and in prosecuting tpe war. They sent to Syracuse to ask for aid, 
which the Syracusans, under present circumstances, promised to 
send them. But the promise was given with little cordiality, as 
appears by the manner in which they fulfilled it, as well as from 

1 Diodor. xiii, 43, 44. » Diodor. xiii, 44. 
3 Diodor. xiii, 59. 4 Diodor. xiii, 55 ; xi, 21. 
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the neutrality which they had professed so recently before; for the 
contest seemed to be aggressive on the part of Selinus, so that Syra
cuse had little interest in helping her to conquer Egesta. Neither 
Syracusans nor Selinuntines were prepared for the immense prepa
rations, and energetic rapidity of movement by 'which Hannibal at 
once altered the character, and enlarged the purposes, of the war. 
He employed all the ensuing autumn and winter in collecting a 
numerous host of mercenary troops from Africa, Spain, and Cam
pania, with various Greeks who were willing to take service.I 

In the spring of the memorable year 409 B. c., through the 
exuberant wealth of Carthage, he was in a condition to leave 
Africa with a great fleet of sixty triremes, and fifteen hundred 
transports or vessels of burthen; 2 conveying an army, which, 
according to the comparatively low estimate of Timreus, amounted 
to more than one hundred thousand men; while Ephorus extended 
the number to two hundred thousand infantry, and four thousand 
cavalry, together with muniments of war and battering machines 
for siege. ·with these he steered directly for the western Cape 
of Sicily, Lilybreum; taking care, however, to land his troops and 
to keep his fleet on the northern side of that cape, in the bay near 
Motye, - and not to approach the southern shore, lest he should 
alarm the Syracusans with the idea that he was about to prose
cute his voyage farther eastward along the southern coast towards 
their city. By this precaution, he took the best means for pro
longing the period of Syracusan inaction. The Selinuntines, panic
struck at the advent of an enemy so much more overwhelming 
than they had expected, sent pressing messengers to Syracuse to 
accelerate the promised help. They had made no provision for 
standing on the defensive against a really formidable aggressor. 
Their walls, though strong enough to hold out against Sicilian 
neighbors, had been neglected during the long-continued absence 
of any foreign besieger, and were now in many places out of 

Diodor. xiii, 54-58. ol roi!: Kap;r71oovfo1r ·EA.A.17;e, ~vµµa;rovvre>. etc. , 
It cannot therefore be exact, - that which Plutarch affirms, Timoleon, c. 

30, - that the Carthngininns hnd neYer employed Greeks in their service, 
at the time of the bnttle of the Krimcsus, - B. c. 340. 

• Thucyd. vi, 34. tlvvarol Oi elcn (the Carthaginians) µfil.tara rwv vvv, 
{3ovA.17-&ivTE(' xpvaov yap Kat upyvpov '/l"AELaTOV KEKTT/VTat, o-&ev 0 Te 11"0},e"°' Kat r<U,A.a drrropei. 

1 
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repair. Hannibal left them no time to make good past deficien
cies. Instead of wasting his powerful armament (as the unfortu
nate Nikias had done five years before) by months of empty flou
rish and real inaction, he waited only until he was joined by the 
troops from Egcsta and the neighboring Carthaginian dependen
cies, and then marched his whole force straight from Lilyb:cum to 
Selinus. Crossing the river l\Iazara in his way, and storming 
the fort which fay near its mouth, he soon found himself under 
the Selinuntine walls. He distributed his army into two parts, 
each provided with battering machines an<l movable wooden tow
ers ; and then assailed the walls on many points at once, choosing 
the points where they were most accessible or most dilapidated . 
.Archers and slingers in great numbers were posted near the 
walls, to keep up a discharge of missiles and chase away the de
fenders from the battlements. Under coyer of such discharge, 
six wooden towers were rolled up to the foot of the wall, to which 
they were equal or nearly equal in height, so that the armed men 
in their interior were prepared to contend with the defenders 
almost on a level. Against other portions of the wall, battering
rams with iron heads were driven by the combined strength of 
multitudes, shaking or breaking through its substance, especially 
where it showed symptoms of neglect or decay. Such were the 
methods of attack which Hannibal now brought to bear upon the 
unprepared Selinuntines. He was eager to forestal the arrival 
-0f auxiliaries, by the impetuous movements of his innumerable 
barbaric host, the largest seen in Sicily since his grandfather 
Hamilkar had been defeated before Ilimera. Collected from all 
the shores of the western l\Iediterranean, it presented soldiers 
heterogeneous in race, in arms, in language, - in everything, ex
cept bravery and common appetite for blood as well as plunder.! 

The dismay of the Selinuntines, when they suddenly found 
themselves under the sweep of this destroying hurricane, is not to 
be described. It was no part of the scheme of Hannibal to im
pose conditions or grant capitulation; for he had promised the 
plunder of their town to his soldiers. The only chance of the 
besieged was, to hold out with the courage of desperation, until 
they could receive aid from their Hellenic brethen on the south

1 Diodor. Aiii, 54, 55. 
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ern coast, -Agrigentum, Gela, and especially Syracuse, - all of 
whom they had sent to warn and to supplicate. Their armed 
population crowded to man the walls, with a resolution worthy of 
Greeks and citizens; while the old men and the females, though 
oppressed with agony from the fate which seemed to menace them, 
lent all the aid and encouragement in their power. Under the 
sound of trumpets, and every variety of war-cry, the assailants 
approached the walls, encountering everywhere a valiant resist
ance. They were repulsed again and again, with the severest 
loss. But fresh troops came up to relieve those who were slain 
or fatigued ; and at length, after a murderous struggle, a body of 
Campanians forced their way oYer the walls into the town. Yet 
in spite of such temporary advantage, the heroic efforts of the 
besieged drove them out again or slew them, so that night an-ived 
without the capture being accomplished. For nine successive 
days was the assault thus renewed with undiminished fury; for 
nine successive days did this heroic population maintain a success
ful resistance, though their enemies were numerous enough to 
relieve each other perpetually,-though their own strength was 
every day failing, - and though not a single friend arrived to 
their aid. At length, on the tenth day, and l\fter terrible loss to 
the besiegers, a sufficient breach was made in the weak part of 
the wall, for the Iberians to force their way into the city. Still 
however the Selinuntines, even after their walls were carried, con
tinued with unabated resolution to barricade and defend their nar
row streets, in which their women also assisted, by throwing down 
stones and tiles upon the assailants from the house-tops. All 
these barriers were successively overthrown, by the unexhausted 
numbers, and increasing passion, of the barbaric host ; so that the 
defenders were driven back from all sides into the agora, where 
most of them closed their gallant defence by an honorable death. 
A small minority, among whom was Empedion, escaped to Agri
gentum, where they received the warmest sympathy and the most 
hospitable treatment.I 

Resistance being thus at an end, the assailants spread them
selves through the town in all the fury of insatiate appetites, 
murderous, lustful, and rapacious. They slaughtered indiscrimi

1 Diodor. xiii, 56, 57, 
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nately elders and children, preserving only the grown women as 
captives. The sad details of a town taken by storm are to a great 
degree the same in every age and nation ; but the destroying bar
barians at Selinus manifested one peculiarity, which marks them 
as lying without the pale of Hellenic sympathy and sentiment. 
They mutilated the bodies of the slain ; some were seen with 
amputated hands strung together in a row and fastened round 
their girdles; while others brandished heads on the points of their 
spears and javelins.I The Greeks (seemingly not numerous) who 
served under Hannibal, far from sharing in these ferocious mani
festations, contributed somewhat to mitigate the deplorable fate of 
the sufferers. Sixteen thousand Selinuntines are said to have 
been slain, five thousand to have been taken captive ; while two 
thousand six hundred escaped to Agrigentum.2 These figures are 
probably under, rather than above, the truth. Yet they do not 
seem entitled to any confidence ; nor do they give us any account 
of the entire population in its different categories, - old and 
young, -men and women, - freemen and slaves, - citizens and 
metics. "\Ve can only pretend to appreciate this mournful event 
in the gross. All exact knowledge of its details is denied to us. 

It does little honor either to the generosity or to the prudence 
of the Hellenic neighbors of Selinus, that this unfortunate city 
should have been left to its fate unassisted. In vain was messen
ger after messenger despatched, as the defence became more and 
more critical, to Agrigentum, Gela, and Syracuse. The military 
force of the two former was indeed made ready, but postponed its 
march until joined by that of the last; so formidable was the 
account given of the invading host. l\Ieanwhile the Syracusans 
were not ready. They thought it requisite,,first, to close the war 
which they were prosecuting against Katana and Naxos,-next, 
to muster a large and carefully-appointed force. Before these 
preliminaries were finished, the nine days of siege were past, and 
the death-hour of Selinus had sounded. Probably the Syracusans 
were misled by the Sicilian operations of Nikias, who, beginning 
with a long interval of inaction, had then approached their town 

, by slow blockade, such as the circumstances of his case required. 
Expecting in the case of Selinus that Hannibal would enter upon 

1 Diodor. xiii, 57. 1 Diodor. xiii, 57, 58. 
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the like elaborate siege,- and not reflecting that he was at the 
head of a vast host of miscellaneous foreigners hired for the occa
sion, of whose lives he could afford to be prodigal, while Nikias 
commanded citizens of Athens and other Grecian states, whom he 
could not expose to the murderous but thorough-going process of 
ever-renewed assault against strong walls recently erected, - they 
wel"e thunderstruck on being informed that nine days of carnage 
had sufficed for the capture. The Syracusan soldiers, a select 
body of three thousand, who at length joined the Geloans and 
Agrigentines at Agrigentum, only arrived in time to partake in 
the general dismay everywhere diffused. A joint embassy was 
sent by three cities to Hannibal, entreating him to permit the ran
som of the captives, and to spare the temples of the gods; while 
Empedion went at the same time to sue for compassion on behalf 
of his own fugitive fellow-citizens. To the former demand the 
victorious Carthaginian returned an answer at once haughty and 
characteristic,-" The Selinuntines have not been able to preserve 
their freedom, and must now submit to a trial of slavery. The 
gods have become offended with them, and have taken their de
parture from the town." t To Empedion, an ancient friend and 
pronounced partisan of the Carthaginians, his reply was more 
indulgent. All the relatives of Empedion, found alive among the 
captives, were at once given up; moreover permission was grant
ed to the fugitive Selinuntines to return, if they pleased, and 
reoccupy the town with its lands, as tributary subjects of Car
thage. At the same time that he granted such permission, how
ever, Hannibal at once caused the walls to be razed, and even the 
town with its temples to be destroyed.2 What was done about the 
proposed ransom, we do not_ hear. 

1 Diodor. xiii, 59. 'O oe ,Avvif3ar: U1rEKpi-IJ71, TOV{; µ£v l:eAtvovvriovr: µi'J 
&vaµivovr: r71peZv ri/v l:Aev8epiav, rreZpav T~{; oovAeiar: AfrJw:r8at. rovr de 
'9eovr: li<ror: l:eAtvovvror: oixea&at, .,.poaKoiJiavrat roZr: tvotKovaw. 

2 Diodor. xiii, 59. The ruins, yet remaining, of the ancient temples of 
Selinus, are vast and imposing; characteristic as specimens of Doric art, 
during the fifth and sixth centuries n. c. From the great magnitude of the 
fallen columns, it has been supposed that they were overthrown by an earth· 
quake. But the ruins afford distinct evidence, that these columns have 
been first undermined, and then overthrown by crow-bars. 

This impressive fact, demonstrating the agency of the Carthaginian de
stroyers, is stated by Niebuhr, Vortriige iiber alte Geschichte, vol. iii, p. 207. 

VOL. x. 18. 
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Having satiated his troops with this rich plunder, Hannibal now 
quitted the scene of bloodshed and desolation, and marched across 
the island to Himera on its northern coast. Though Selinus, as 
the enemy of Egesta, had received the first shock of his arms, 
yet it was against Himera that the grand purpose of his soul was 
directed. Here it was that Hamilkar had lost both his army and 
his life, entailing inexpiable disgrace upon the whole life of his son 
Giskon: here it was that his grandson intended to exact full ven
geance and requital from the grandchildren of those who then occu
pied the fated spot. Not only was the Carthaginian army elate 
with the past success, but a number of fresh Sikels and Sikans, 
eager to share in plunder as well as to gratify the antipathies of 
their races against the Grecian intruders, flocked to join it ; thus 
making up the losses sustained in the recent assault. Having reached 
Himera, and disposed his army in appropriate positions around, 
Hannibal proceeded to instant attack, as at Selinus ; pushing up 
his battering machines and towers against the vulnerable portions 
of the walls, and trying at the same time to undermine them. The 
Himerreans defended themselves with desperate bravery; and on 
this occasion the defence was not unassisted ; for four thousand 
allies, chiefly Syracusans, and headed by the Syracusan Diokles, 
had come to the city as a reinforcement. :For a whole day they 
repelled with slaughter repeated assaults. No impression being 
made upon the city, the besieged became so confident in their own 
valor, that they resolved not to copy the Selinuntines in confining 
themselves to defence, but to sally out at daybreak the next morn
ing and attack the besiegers in the field. Ten thousand gallant men, 
- Himerreans, Syracusans, and other Grecian allies, - accord
ingly marched out with the dawn; while the battlements were lined 
with old men and women as anxious spectators of their exploits. 
The Carthaginians near the walls, who, preparing to renew the 
assault, looked for nothing less than for a sally, were taken by sur
prise. In spite of their great superiority of number, and in spite 
of great personal bravery, they fell into confusion, and were inca
pable oflong resisting the gallant and orderly charge of the Greeks. 
At length they gave way and fled towards the neighboring hill, 
where Hannibal himself with his body of reserve was posted to 
cover the operations of assault. The Greeks pursued them fiercely 
and slaughtered great numbers (six thousand according to Timreus, 
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but not less than twenty thousand, if we are to accept the broad 
statement of Ephorus), exhorting each other not to think of mak
ing prisoners. But in the haste and exultation of pursuit, they 
became out of breath, and their ranks fell into disorder. In this 
untoward condition, they found themselves face to face with the 

4 fresh body of reserve brought up by Hannibal, who marched down 
the hill to receive and succor his own defeated fugitives. The for
tune of the battle was now so completely turned, that the Hime
rreans, after bravely contending for some time against these new 
enemies, found themselves overpowered and driven back to their 
own gates. Three thousand of their bravest warriors, however, 
despairing of their city and mindful of the fate of Selinus, dis
dained to turn their backs, and perished to a man in obstinate 
conflict with the overwhelming numbers of the Carthaginians.l 

Violent was the son-ow and dismay in Himera, when the flower 
of her troops were thus driven in as beaten men, with the loss of 
half their numbers. At this moment there chanced to arrive at the 
port a fleet of twenty-five triremes, belonging to Syracuse and other 
Grecian cities in Sicily; which triremes had been sent to aid the 
Peloponnesians in the 1Egean, but hall siuiee come back, and were 
now got together for the special purpose of relieving the besieged 
city. So important a reinforcement ought to have revived the 
spirit of the Himerrcans. It announced that the Syracusans were 
in full march across the island, with the main force of the city, to 
the relief of Himera. But this good news was more than counter
vailed by the statement, that Hannibal was ordering out the Car
thaginian fleet in the bay of l\Iotye, in order that it might sail 
round cape Lilybrcum and along the_ southern coast into the har
bor of Syracuse, now defenceless through the absence of its main 
force. Apparently the Syracusan fleet, in sailing from Syracuse to 
Himera, had passed by the bay of l\Iotye, observed maritime move
ment among the Carthaginians there, and picked up these tidings 
in explanation. Here was intelligence more than sufficient to ex
cite alarm for home, in the bosom of Diokles and the Syracusans 
at Ilimera ; especially under the despondency now reigning. Dio
kles not only enjoined the captains of the fleet to sail back imme
diately to Syracuse, in order to guard against the apprehended 

.. 1 Diodor. xiii, 60. 
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surprise, but also insisted upon marching back thither himself by 
land with the Syracusan forces, and abandoning the farther de
fence of Himera. Ile would in his march home meet his fellow
citizens on their march outward, and conduct them back along 
with him. To the Himerreans, this was a sentence of death, or 
worse than death. It plunged them into an agony of fright and ' 
despair. But there was no safer counsel to suggest, nor could they 
prevail upon Diokles to grant anything more than means of trans
port for carrying off the Himerrean population, when the city was 
relinquitShed to the besiegers. It was agreed that the fleet, in
stead of sailing straight to Syracuse, should employ itself in car
rying off as much of the population as could be put on board, and 
in depositing them safely at Messene ; after which it would return 
to fetch the remainder, who would in the mean time defend the city 
with their utmost force. 

Such was the frail chance of refuge now alone open to these 
unhappy Greeks, against the devouring enemy without. Imme
diately the feebler part of the population, - elders, women, and 
children, - crowding on board until the triremes could hold no 
more, sailed away alon~ the northern coast to Messene. On the 
same night, Diokles also marched out of the city with his Syracusan 
soldiers ; in such haste to get home, that he could not even tarry 
t.o bury the numerous Syracusan soldiers who had been just slain 
in the recent disastrous sally. Many of the Ilimerreans, with their 
wives and children, took their departure along with Diokles, as 
their only chance of escape; since it was but too plain that the tri
remes could not carry away all. The bravest and most devoted 
portion of the Ilimerrean warriors still remained, to defend their 
city until the triremes came back. After keeping armed watch on 
the walls all night, they were again assailed on the next morning 
by the Carthaginians, elate with their triumph of the preceding day 
and with the flight of so many defenders. Yet notwithstanding all 
the pressure of numbers, ferocity, and battering machines, the re
sistance was still successfully maintained ; so that night found 
Ilimera still a Grecian city. On the next day, the triremes came 
back, having probably deposited their unfortunate cargo in some 
place of safety not so far off as l\Iessene. If the defenders could 
have maintained their walls until another sunset, many of them 
might yet have escaped. But the good fortune, and probably the 
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physical force, of these brave men, was now at an end. The gods 
were quitting Himera, as they had before quitted Selinus. At the 
moment when the triremes were seen coming near to the port, the 
Iberian assailants broke down a wide space of the fortification 
with their battering-rams, poured in through the breach, and over
came all opposition. Encouraged by their shouts, the barbaric host 
now on all sides forced the walls, and spread themselves over the 
city, which became one scene of wholesale slaughter and plunder. 
It was no part of the scheme of Hannibal to interrupt the plunder, 
which he made over as a recompense to his soldiers. But he 
speedily checked the slaughter, being anxious to take as many 
prisoners as possible, and increasing the number by dragging away 
all who had taken sanctuary in the temples. A few among this 
wretched population may have contrived to reach the approaching 
triremes ; all the rest either perished or fell into the hands of the 
victor.I 

It was a proud day for the Carthaginian general when he stood 
as master on the ground of Himera ; enabled to fulfil the duty, 
and satisfy the exigencies, of revenge for his slain grandfather. 
Tragical indeed was the consummation of this long-cherished pur
pose. Not merely the walls and temples (as at Selinus), but all 
the houses in Himera, were razed to the ground. Its temples, 
having been first stripped of their ornaments and valuables, were 
burnt. The women and children taken captive were distributed 
as prizes among the soldiers. But all the male captives, three 
thousand in number, were conveyed to the precise spot where 
Hamilkar had been slain, and there put to death with indignity,2 
as an expiatory satisfaction to his, lost honor. Lastly, in order 
that even the hated name of Ilimera might pass into oblivion, a 
new town called Therma (so designated because of some warm 
springs) was shortly afterwards founded by the Carthaginians in 
the neighborhood.3 

1 Diotlor. xiii, 61, 62. 
• Diodor. xiii, 62. Twv O' alxµaAtirc.iv yvvaiKar re Kal 'lraloar oiaooilr elr 

TO 111'paTO'lrtOOV 1rape¢vl.aTTE. TWV o' avopwv rovr dl.6vrar, elc rpu1xtl.fovc 
6vrar, 'lrap~yayev f'lrl ri>v TO'll"OV, iv .;, 1rporepov ,Aµil.Kac 0 1ra'lr'll"OC avroii V'lrll 
ril.wvor uvr;pi{J'l, KaL 'lravrar alKt<raµevoc Karfo<J>afe. 

The Carthaginians, after their victory over Agathokles in 307 B. c., sacri
ficed their finest prisoners as offerings of thanks to the gods (Diodor. xx, 
65.) 3 Diodor. xiii, 79. 
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No man can now read the account of this wholesale massacre 
without horror and repugnance. Yet we cannot doubt, that among 
all the acts of Hannibal's life, this was the one in which he roost 
gloried; that it realized, in the roost complete and emphatic man
ner, his concurrent inspirations of filial sentiment, religious obliga
tion, and honor as a patriot; that to show mercy would have been 
regarded as a mean dereliction of these esteemed impulses ; and 
that if the prisoners had been even more numerous, all of them 
would have been equally slain, rendering the expiatory fulfilment 
only so much the more honorable and efficacious. In the Cartha
ginian religion, human sacrifices were not merely admitted, but 
passed for the strongest manifestation of devotional fervor, and 
were especially resorted to in times of distress, when the necessity 
for propitiating the gods was accounted most pressing. Doubtless 
the feelings of Hannibal were cordially shared, and the plenitude 
of his revenge envied, by the army around him. So different, 
sometimes so totally contrary, is the tone and direction of the moral 
sentiments, among different ages and nations. 

In the numerous wars of Greeks against Greeks, which we 
- have been unfortunately called upon to study, we have found few 

or no examples of any considerable town taken by storm. So much 
the more terrible was the shock throughout the Grecian world, of 
the events just recounted ; Selinus and IIimera, two Grecian cities 
of ancient standing and uninterrupted prosperity, - had both of 
them been stormed, ruined, and depopulated, by a barbaric host, 
within the space of three roonths.l No event at all parallel had 
occurred since the sack of l\liletus by the Persians after the Ionic 
revolt ( 495 n. c.),2 which raised such powerful sympathy and 
mourning in Athens. The war now raging in the .lEgean, between 
Athens and Sparta with their respective allies, doubtless contrib
uted to deaden, throughout Central Greece, the impression of 
calamities sustained by Greeks at the western extremity of Sicily. 
But within that island, the sympathy with the sufferers was most 
acute, and aggravated by terror for the future. The Carthaginian 
general had displayed a degree of energy equal to any Grecian 
officer throughout the war, with a command of besieging and bat
tering machinery surpassing even the best equipped Grecian cities. 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i, I, 37. 1 Herodot. vi, 28. 
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The mercenaries whom he had got together were alike terrible 
from their bravery and ferocity; encouraging Carthaginian ambi
tion to follow up its late rapid successes by attacks against the other 
cities of the island. No such prospects indeed were at once real
ized. Hannibal, having completed his revenge at Ilimera, and 
extended the Carthaginian dominion all across the north-west cor
ner of Sicily (from Selinus on the southern sea to the site of Him
era or Therma on the northern), dismissed his mercenary troops 
and returned home. Most of them were satiated with plunder as 
well as pay, though the Campanians, who had been foremost at the 
capture of Selinus, thought themselves unfairly stinted, and retired 
in disgust.I Hannibal carried back a rich spoil, with glorious 
trophies, to Carthage, where he was greeted with enthusiastic wel
come and admiration.2 · 

Never was there a time when the Greek cities in Sicily,-and 
Syracuse especially, upon whom the others would greatly rest in 
the event of a second Carthaginian invasion,- had stronger mo
tives for keeping themselves in a condition of efficacious defence. 
Unfortunately, it was just at this moment that a new cause of 
intestine discord burst upon Syracuse ; fatally impairing her 
strength, and proving in its consequences destructive to her lib
erty. The banished Syracusan general llermokrates had recently 
arrived at l\Iessene in Sicily; where he appears to have been, at 
the time when the fugitives came from 1-Iimera. It has already 
been mentioned that he, with two colleagues, had commanded the 
Syracusan contingent serving with the l'eloponnesians under 1'Iin
darus in Asia. After the disastrous defeat of Kyzikus, in which 
l\Iindarus was slain and every ship in the fleet taken or destroyed, 
sentence of banishment was passed at Syracuse against the three 
admirals. Hermokrates was exceedingly popular among the trie
rarchs and the officers ; he had stood conspicuous for incorrupti
bility, and had conducted himself (so far as we have means of 
judging) with energy and ability in his command. The sentence, 
unmerited by his behavior, was dictated by acute vexation for the 

/loss of the fleet, and for the disappointment of those expectations 
which Hermokrates had held out; combined with the fact that 
Diokles and the opposite party were now in the ascendant at Sy

1 Diodor. xiii, 62-80. • Diodor. xlii, 62. 
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racuse. When the banished general, in making it known to the 
armament, complained of its injustice and illegality, he obtained 
warm sympathy, and even exhortations still to retain the com
mand, in spite of orders from home. Ile forbad them earnestly 
to think of raising sedition against their common city and coun
try; I upon which the trierarchs, when they took their last and 
affectionate leave of him, bound themselves by oath, as soon as 
they should return to Syracuse, to leave no means untried for pro
curing his restoration. 

The admonitory words addressed by Ilermokrates to the for- • 
wardness of the trierarchs, would have been honorable to his 
patriotism, had not his own conduct at the same time been worthy 
of the worst enemies of his country. For immediately on being 
superseded by the new admirals, he went to the satrap Pharna
bazus, in whose favor he stood high; and obtained from him a 
considerable present of money, which he employed in collecting 
mercenary troops and building ships, to levy war against his oppo
nents in Syracuse and procure his own restoration.2 Thus strength
ened, he returned from Asia to Sicily, and reached the Sicilian 
l\Iesi;:ene rather before the capture of Himera by the Carthagi
nians. At Messene he caused five fresh triremes to be built, 
besides taking into his pay one thousand of the expelled Hime
rreans. At the head of these troops, he attempted to force his 
way ir1to Syracuse, under concert with his friends in the city, who 
engaged to assist his admission by arms. Possibly some of the 
trierarchs of his armament, who had before sworn to lend him 
their aid, had now retumed and were among this body of interior 
partisans. 

The moment was well chosen for such an enterprise. As the 
disaster at Kyzikus had exasperated the Syracusans against Her
mokrates, so we cannot doubt that there must have been a strong 
reaction against Diokles and his partisans, in consequence of the 
fall of Selinus unaided, and the subsequent abandonment of Hi
mera. ·what degree of blame may fairly attach to Diokles for 
these misfortunes, we are not in a co.ndition to judge. But such 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i, 1, 28. 01 &' ovK l.parrav dtiv rrmmu{eiv 1rpilr ri)v fo~ 
row 'lrOAtv, etc. 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i, 1, 31 ; Diodor. xiii, 63. 



417 BM\ISH!IIENT OF DIOKLES. 

reverses in themselves were sure to discredit him more or less, 
and to lend increased strength and stimulus to the partisans of the 
banished Hermokrates. Nevertheless that leader, though he came 
to the gates of Syracuse, failed in his attempt to obtain admission, 
and was compelled to retire; upon which he marched his little 
army across the interior of the island, and took possession of the 
dismantled Selinus. Here he established himself as the chief of 
a new settlement, got together as many as he could of the expel
led inhabitants (among whom probably some had already come 

• back along with Empedion ), and invited many fresh colonists from 
other quarters. Reestablishing a portion of the demolished forti
fications, he found himself gradually strengthened by so many 
new-comers, as to place at his command a body of six thousand 
chosen hoplites,-probably independent of other soldiers of infe
rior merit. 'Yith these troops he began to invade the Cartha
ginian settlements in the neighborhood, J\Iotye and Panormus.l 
Having defeated the forces of both in the field, he carried his rav
ages successfully over their territories, with large acquisitions of 
plunder. The Carthaginians had now no army remaining in 
Sicily; for their immense host of the preceding year had consisted 
only of mercenaries levied for the occasion, and then disbanded. 

These event<> excited strong sensation throughout Sicily. The 
valor of Hermokrates, who had restored Selinus and conquered 
the Cart!iagiuians on the very ground where they had stood so 
recently in terrific force, was contrasted with the inglorious pro
ceeding of Diokles at Himera. In the public assemblies of' Sy
racuse, this topic, coupled with the unjust sentence whereby Her
mokrates had been banished, was emphatically set forth by his 
partisans ; producing some reaction in his favor, and a still greater 
effect in disgracing his rival Diokles. Apprised that the tide of 
Syracusan opinion was turning towards him, Hermokrates made 
renewed preparations for his return, and resorted to a new strata
gem for the purpose of smoothing the difficulty. He marched 
from Selinus to the ruined site of Himera, informed himself of 
the spot where the Syraeusan troops had undergone their murder
ous defeat, and collected together the bones of his slain fellow
citizens; which (or rather the unburied bodies) must have lain 

1 Diodor. xiii, 63. 

VOL. X. 18* 27oc. 




418 msTORY OF GREECE. 

upon the field unheeded for about two years. Having placed 
these bones on cars richly decorated, he marched with his forces 
and conveyed them across the island from Himera to the Syracu
san border. Here as an exile he halted; thinking it suitable now 
to display respect for the law,-though in his previous attempt 
he had gone up to the very gates of the city,·without any similar 
scruples. But he sent forward some· friends with the ca~ and 
the bones, tendering them to the citizens for the purpose of being 
honored with due funeral solemnities. Their arrival was the sig
nal for a violent party discussion, and for an outburst of aggra
vated displeasure against Diokles, who had left the bodies unbu
ried on the field of battle. " It was to Hermokrates (so his parti
sans urged) and to his valiant efforts against the·Carthaginians, 
that the recovery of these remnants of the slain, and the oppor
tunity of administering to them the funeral solemnities, was now 
owing. Let the Syracusans, after duly performing such obse
quies, testify their gratitude to Hermokrates by a vote of restora
tion, and their displeasure against Diokles by a sentence of ban
ishment." 1 Diokles with his partisans was thus placed at great 
disadvantage. In opposing the restoration of Hermokrates, he 
thought it necessary also to oppose the proposition for welcoming 
and burying the bones of the slain citizens. Here the feelings of 
the people went vehemently against him ; the bones were received 
and interred, amidst the respectful attendance of all; ·and so strong 
was the reactionary sentiment generally, that the partisans of 
Hermokrates carried their proposition for sentencing Diokles to 
banishment. But on the other hand, they could not so far pre
vail as to obtain the restoration of Hermokrates himself. The 
purposes of the latter had been so palpably manifested, in trying 
a few months before to force his way into the city by surprise, 
and in now presenting himself at the frontier with an armed force 
under his command, - that his readmission would have been noth
ing less than a deliberate surrender of the freedom of the city to 
a despot.2 

Having failed in this well-laid stratagem for obtaining a vote of 

I Diodor. xiii, 63, 75. 
I Diodor. xiii, 75. KaZ 0 µl:v .:ltoKAij( l<f>vyaodn'J11, TOV oe 'EpµoKpaT1j'P 

oM' .;,, 1rpoueoi;avro • inrCnrTEVOV ydp ri)v ravopilr r,ol.µav, µiJ 'l!'OTe TVXWll 
f;yeµoviar, avaoei;1) tavrilv riipavvov. 
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consent, Hermokrates saw that his return could not at that mo
ment be consummated by open force. He therefore retired from 
the Syracusan frontier; yet only postponing his purposes of armed 
attack until his friends in the city could provide for him a conve
nient opportunity. "\Ve see plainly that his own party within had 
been much strengthened, and his opponents enfeebled, by the 
recent manmuvre. Of this a proof is to be found in the banish
ment of Diokles, who probably was not succeeded by any other 
leader of equal influence. After a certain interval, the partisans 
of Hermokrates contrived a plan which they thought practicable, 
for admitting him into the city by night. Forewarned by them, 
he marched from Selinus at the head of three thousand soldiers, 
crossed the territory of Gela,1 and reached the concerted spot 
near the gate of Achradina during the night. From the rapidity 
of his advance, he had only a few troops along with him ; the 
main body not having been able to keep up. With these few, 
however, he hastened to the gate, which he found already in pos
session of his friends, who had probably (like Pasimelus at Co
rinth 2) awaited a night on which they were posted to act as senti
nels. 1\Iaster of the gate, Hermokrates, though joined by his par
tisans within in arms, thought it prudent to postpone decisive 
attack until his own main force came up. But during this inter
val, the Syracusan authorities in the city, apprised of what had 
happened, mustered their full military strength in the agora, and 
lost no time in falling upon the band of aggressors. After a 
sharply contested combat, these aggressors were completely 
worsted, and Hermokrates himself slain with a considerable pro
portion of his followers. The remainder having fled, sentence of 
banishment was passed upon them. Several among the wounded, 
however, were reported by their relatives as slain, in order that ' 
they might escape being comprised in such a condemnation.a 

• Diodor. xiii, 75. •o µev ovv 'Epµ0Kpar11' r6re rilv Katpov ovx opwv tvire
Tov ek TO {3tu<1a<nfot, '1rUAtV UVEXWP1/<1EV tl, ~eAtvoiivTa. MtTU tle Ttva xp6
vov, TWV '/>tAWV avrilv µeratrtµ1roµivwv, wpµ71ae µeTu TplO'XtAtWV urpartwrwv, 
1<at 1ropev&d, tlta ri/' Tel..iia,, i/Ke vvKTo' t1rZ Tilv uvvrerayµivov T01rOV. 

t Xenoph. Hellen. iv, 4, 8 
3 Diodor. xiii, 7 5. 
Xenophon (Hellen. i, 3, 13) states that Hermokrates, fjtl71 ¢evywv lK ~v

paKovuwv, was among those who accompanied Phamabazus along with the 
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Thus perished one of the most energetic of the Syracusan citi
.zens; a man not less effective as a defender of his country against 
foreign enemies, than himself dangerous as a formidable enemy 
to her internal liberties. It would seem, as far as we can make 
out, that his attempt to make himself master of his country was 
powerfully seconded, and might well have succeeded. But it 
lacked that adventitious support arising from present embarrass
ment and danger in the foreign relations of the city, which we 
shall find so efficacious two years afterwards in promoting the am
bitious projects of Dionysius. 

Dionysius,-for the next coming generation the most formida
ble name in the Grecian world,- now appears for the first time 
in history. He was a young Syracusan of no consideration from 
family or position, described as even of low birth and low occupa
tion; as a scribe or secretary, which was looked upon as a subor
dinate, though essential, function.I He was the son of Hermo
krates,-not that eminent person whose death has been just de
scribed, but another person of the same name, whether related or 

envoys intenued to go to Susa, but who only went as far as Gordium in 
l'hrygia, and were detained Ly Pharnabuzus (on the requisition of Cyrns) 
for three years. This must have been in the year 407 n. c. Now I cannot 
reconcile this with the proceedings of Hcrmokrates as described by Diodo
rus; his coming to the Sicilian l\fossene, - his exploits near Selin us, 
his various attempts to procure restoration to Syracuse: -all of which 
must have occurred in 408-407 n. c., ending with the death of Hermokrates. 

It seems to me impossible that the person mentioned by Xenophon as 
accompanying Pharnabuzus into the interior can have been the eminent 
IIermokrates. 'Vhether it was another person of the same name, - or 
whether Xenophon was altogether misinformed, - I will not take upon me 
to determine. There were really two contemporary Syracusans bearing 
that name, for the father of Dionysius the despot was named Ilermokrates. 

Polybius (xii, 25, p.) states that Hermokrates fought with the Lacedre
monians at JEgospotami. He means the eminent general so called; who 
however cannot have been at .lEgospotami in the summer or autumn of 
405 n. c. There is some mistake in the assertion of Polybius, but I do not 
know how to explain it. 

1 Diodor. xiii, 96; xiv, 66. 
Isokrates, Or. v, Philipp. s. 73-Dionysius, 7ro/,A.oan}c liv -r.vpaKouic.iv Kal 

T(jJ yevct Kal Tij o6fo Kal TOif UAAOtf a'/t'atJtV, etc. 
Demosthenes, adv. Leptinem, p. 506, s. 178. ypaµµarlc.ir, c:i, ipaul, etc. 

Polybius (xv, 35), EK OTJµOrtKijr Kal ra1t'£LVij' V1t'o-&foec.ir opµTJ-&el,, etc. Com· 
pare Polyrenus, v, 2, 2. 
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not, we do not know.I It is highly probable that he was a man of 
literary ability and instruction, since we read of him in after-days 
as a composer of odes and tragedies ; and it is certain that he 
stood distinguished in all the talents for military action, - bravery, 
force of will, and quickness of discernment. On the present occa
sion, he espoused strenuously the party of Ilermokrates, and was 
one of those who took arms in the city on his behal£ Having 
distinguished himself in the battle, and received several wounds, 
he was among those given out for dead by his relations.2 In this 
manner he escaped the sentence of banishment passed against the 
survivors. And when, in the course of a certain time, after recov
ering from his wounds, he was produced as unexpectedly living, 
- we may presume that his opponents and the leading men in 
the city left him unmolested, not thinking it worth while to reopen 
political inquisition in reference to matters already passed and fin
ished. Ile thus remained in the city, marked out by his daring 
and address to the Hermokratrean party, as the person most fit 
to take up the mantle, and resume the anti-popular designs, of 
their late leader. It will presently be seen how the chiefs of this 
party lent their aid to exalt him. 

Meanwhile the internal condition of Syracuse was greatly en
feebled by this division. Though the three several attempts of 
Hermokrates to penetrate by force or fraud into the city had all 
failed, yet they had left a formidable body of malcontents behind; 
while the opponents also, the popular government and its leaders, 
had been materially reduced in power and consideration by the 
banishment of Diokles. This magistrate was succeeded by Daph
nreus and others, of whom we know nothing, except that they are 
spoken of as rich men and representing the sentiments of the 
rich, - and that they seem to have manifested but little ability. 
Nothing could be more unfortunate than the weakness of Syracuse 
at this particular juncture : for the Carthaginians, elate with their 
successes at Selinus and Himera, and doubtless also piqued by 
the subsequent retaliation of Hermokrates upon their dependen
cies at Motye and Panormus, were just now meditating a second 
invasion of Sicily on a still larger scale. Not uninformed of their 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii, 2, 24. Aiovf)(rtOf o'EpµoKparovr. Diodor. xiii, 91. 
' Diodor. xiii, 75. 
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projects, the Syracusan leaders sent envoys to Carthage to remon
strate against them, and to make propositions for peace. But no 
satisfactory answer could be obtained, nor were the preparations 
discontinued.I 

In the ensuing spring, the storm gathering from Africa burst 
with destructive violence upon this fated island. A mercenary 
force had been got together during the winter, greater than that 
which had sacked Selinus and Himera; three hundred thousand 
men, according to Ephorus,-one hundred and twenty thousand, 
according to Xenophon and Timams. Hannibal was again placed 
in command; but his predominant impulses of family and reli
gion having been satiated by the great sacrifice of Ilimera, he 
excused himself on the score of old age, and was only induced to 
accept the duty by having his relative Imilkon named as colleague. 
By their joint efforts, the immense host of Iberians, Mediterra
nean islanders, Campanians, Libyans, and N umidians, was united 
at Carthage, and made ready to be conveyed across, in a fleet of 
one hundred and twenty triremes, with no less than one thousand 
five hundred transports.2 To protect the landing, forty Cartha
ginian triremes were previously sent over to the Bay of 1\fotye. 
The Syracusan leaders, with commendable energy and watchful
ness, immediately despatched the like number of triremes to attack 
them, in hopes of thereby checking the farther arrival of the grand 
armament. They were victorious, destroying fifteen of the Car
thaginian triremes, and driving the rest back to Africa; yet their 
object was not attained; for Hannibal himself, coming forth imme
diately with fifty fresh triremes, constrained the Syracusans to 
retire. Presently afterwards the grand armament appeared, dis
embarking its motley crowd of barbaric warriors near the western 
cape of Sicily. 

Great was the alarm caused throughout Sicily by their arrival. 
All the Greek cities either now began to prepare for war, or 
pushed with a more vigorous hand equipments previously begun, 
since they seem to have had some previous knowledge of the 
purpose of the enemy. The Syracusans sent to entreat assist
ance both from the Italian Greeks and from Sparta. From the 
latter city, however, little was to be expected, since her whole 

1 Diodor. xiii, 79. s Diodor. xiii, 80; Xenoph. Hellen. i, 5, 21. 
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efforts were now devoted to the prosecution of the war against 
Athens; this being the year wherein Kallikratidas commanded, 
and when the battle of Arginusre was fought. 

Ofall Sicilian Greeks, the Agrigentiues were both the most fright
ened and the most busily employed. Conterminous as they were 
with Selinus on their western frontier, and foreseeing that the first 
shock of the invasion would fall upon them, they immediately be
gan to carry in their outlying property within the walls, as well as 
to accumulate a stock of provisions for enduring blockade. Send
ing for Dexippus, a Lacedremonian then in Gela as commander 
of a body of mercenaries for the defence of that town, they en
gaged him in their service, with one thousand five hundred hop
lites; reinforced by eight hundred of those Campanians who had 
served with Hannibal at IIimera, but had quitted him in disgust.I 

Agrigentum was at this time in the highest state of prosperity 
and magnificence ; a tempting prize for any invader. Its popu~ 
lation was very great ; comprising, according to one account, 
twenty thousand citizens among an aggregate total of two hundred 
thousand males,-citizens, metics, and slaves; according to an
other account, an aggregate total of no less than eight hundred 
thousand persons ;2 numbers unauthenticated, and not to be trusted 
farther than as indicating a very populous city. Situated a little 
more than two miles from the sea, and possessing a spacious ter
ritory highly cultivated, especially with vines and olives, Agrigen
tum carried on a lucrative trade with the opposite coast of Africa, 
where at that time no such plantations flourished. Its temples 
and porticos, especially the spacious temple of Zeus Olympius,
its statues and pictures, - its abundance of chariots and horses, 
its fortifications, - its sewers, - its artificial lake of near a mile in 
circumference, abundantly stocked with fish,- all these placed it 
on a par with the most splendid cities of the Hellenic world.3 
Of the numerous prisoners taken at the defeat of the Carthagin
ians near Ilimera seventy years before, a very large proportion 
had fallen to the lot of the Agrigentines, and had been employed 
by them in public works contributing to the advantage or orna
ment of the city.4 The hospitality of the wealthy citizens,-Gellias, 

1 Diodor. xiii, 81-84. 2 Diogen. Laert. viii, 63. 
3 Diodor. xiii, 81-84; Polyb. ix, 7. ' Diodor. xi, 25. 



HISTORY OF GREECE. 424: 

Antisthenes, and others, -was carried even to profusion. The 
surrounding territory was celebrated for its breed of horses,1 which 
the rich Agrigentines vied with each other in training and equip
ping for the chariot-race. At the last Olympic games immediately 
preceding this fatal Carthaginian invasion (that is at the 93rd 
Olympiad, - 408 B. c.), the Agrigentine Exametus gained the 
prize in a chariot-race. On returning to Sicily after his victory, 
he was welcomed by many of his friends, who escorted him home 
in procession with three hundred chariots, each drawn by a pair 
of white horses, and all belonging to native Agrigentines. Of the 
festival by which the wealthy Antisthenes celebrated the nuptials 
of his daughter, we read an account almost fabulous. Amidst all 
this wealth and luxury, it is not surprising to hear that the rough 
duties of military exercise were imperfectly kept up, and that 
indulgences, not very consistent with soldierlike efficiency, were 
allowed to the citizens on guard. 

Such was Agrigentum in l\Iay 406 B. c., when Hannibal and 
Imilkon approached it with their powerful army. Their first prop
ositions, however were not of a hostile character. They invited 
the Agrigentines to enter into alliance with Carthage ; or if this 
were not acceptable, at any rate to remain neutral and at peace.' 
Both propositions were declined.!.? 

Besides having taken engagements with Gela and Syracuse, 
the Agrigentines also felt a confidence, not unreasonable, in the 
strength of their own walls and situation. Agrigentum with its 
citadel was placed on an aggregate of limestone hills, immediately 
above the confluence of two rivers, both flowing from the north; 
the river Akragas on the eastern and southern sides of the city, and 
the Hypsas on its western side. Of this aggregate of hills, separ
ated from each other by clefts and valleys, the northern half is the 
loftiest, being about eleven hundred feet above the level of the sea
the southern half is less lofty. But on all sides, except on the south
west, it rises by a precipitous ascent; on the side towards the sea, 
it springs immediately out of the plain, thus presenting a fine pros
pect to ships passing along the coast. The whole of this aggregate 
of hills was encompassed by a continuous wall, built round the de
clivity, and in some parts hewn out of the solid rock. The town 

1 Virgil, 1Eneid. iii, 704. 1 Diodor. xiii, 85. 
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of Agrigentum was situated in the southern half of the walled en
closure. The citadel, separated from it by a ravine, and accessible 
only by one narrow ascent, stood on the north-eastern hill ; it was 
the most conspicuous feature in the place, called the Athenreum, 
and decorated by temples of Athene and of Zeus Atabyrius. In 
the plain under the southern wall of the city stood the Agri
gentine sepulchres.I - Reinforced by eight hundred Campanian 
mercenaries, with the fifteen hundred other mercenaries brought 
by Dexippus from Gela, - the Agrigentines awaited confi
dently the attack upon their walls, which were not only in 
far better condition than those of Selin us, but also unapproach
able by battering-machines or movable towers, except on one 
part of the south-western side. It was here that Hannibal, af
ter reconnoitering the town all round, began his attack. But after 
hard fighting without success for one day, he was forced to retire 
at nightfall; and even lost his battering train, which was burnt 
during the night by a sally of the besieged.2 Desisting from 
farther attempts on that point, Hannibal now ordered his troops 
to pull down the tombs; which were numerous on the lower or 
southern side of the city, and many of which, especially that of 
the despot Theron, were of conspicuous grandeur. By this mea
sure he calculated on providing materials adequate to the erection 
of immense mounds, equal in height to the southern wall, and 
sufficiently close to it for the purpose of assault. His numerous 
host had made considerable progress in demolishing these tombs, 
and were engaged in breaking down the monument of Theron, 

1 See about the Topography of Agrigentum,- 86'"fert, Akragas, p. 21, 
23, 40 (Hamburg, 1845). 

The modern town of Girgenti stands on one of the hills of this vast 
aggregate, which is overspread with masses of ruins, and around which the 
traces of the old walls may be distinctly made out, with considerable re· 
mains of them in some particular parts. 

Compare Polybius, i, 18; ix, 27. 
Pindar calls the town 'lroraµi<;L r' 'AKpayavrt-Pyth. vi, 6: lepov 0ZK11µa 

'lroraµoii-Olymp. ii, 10. 
2 Diodor. xiii, 85. . 
We read of a stratagem in Polyrenus (v, 10, 4), whereby Imilkon is said 

to have enticed the Agrigentines, in one of their sallies, into incautious 
pursuit, by a simulated flight; and thus to have inflicted upon them a seri
ous defeat. 
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when their progress was arrested by a thunderbolt falling upon it. 
This event was followed by religious terrors, suddenly overspread
ing the camp. The prophets declared that the violation of the _ 
tombs was an act of criminal sacrilege. Every night the spec
tres of those whose tombs had been profaned manifested them
selves, to the affright of the soldiers on guard; while the judg
ment of the gods was manifested in a violent pestilential distem
per. Numbers of the army perished, Hannibal himself among 
them; and even of those who escaped death, many were disabled 
from active duty by distress and suffering. Imilkon was compel
led to appease the gods, and to calm the agony of the troops, by 
a solemn supplication according to the Carthaginian rites. He 
sacrificed a child, considered as the most propitiatory of all offer
ings, to Kronus ; and east into the sea a number of animal vic
tiins as offerings to Poseidon.I 

These religious rites calmed the terrors of the army, and miti
gated, or were supposed to have mitigated, the distemper; so that 
Imilkon, while desisting from all farther meddling with the tombs, 
was enabled to resume his batteries and assaults against the walls, 
though without any considerable success. He also dammed up 
the western river IIypsas, so as to turn the stream against the 
wall ; but this manamvre produced no effect. Ilis operations 
were presently interrupted by the arrival of a powerful army 
which marched from Syracuse, under Daphnreus, to the relief of 
Agrigentum. Reinforced in its road by the military strength of 
Kamarina and Gela, it amounted to thirty thousand foot and five 
thousand horse, on reaching the river Ilimera, the eastern frontier 
of the Agrigentine territory ; while a fleet of thirty Syracusan 
triremes sailed along the coast to second its efforts. As these 
troops neared the town, Imilkon despatched against them a body 
of Iberians and Campanians; 2 who however, after a strenuous 

Diodor. xiii, 86. 
' Diodor. xiii, 87. 
It appears that an eminence a little way eastward from Agrigentum still 

bears the name of ll Campo Cartaginese, raising some presumption that it 
was once occupied by the Carthaginians. Evidently, the troops sent out 
by Imilkon to meet and repel Daphnreus, must have taken post to the east· 
ward of Agrigentum, from which side the Syracusan army of relief was 
approaching. Seyfert (Akragas, p. 41) contests this point, and supposes 

I 
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combat, were completely defeated, and driven back to the Cartha
ginian camp near the city, where they found themselves under the 
protection of the main army. Daplmreus, having secured the 
victory and inflicted severe loss upon the enemy, was careful to 
prevent his troops from disordering their ranks in the ardor of 
pursuit, in the apprehension that Imilkon with the main body 
might take advantage of that disorder to turn the fortune of the 
<lay,-as had happened in the terrible defeat before Himera, 
three years before. The routed Iberians were thus allowed to 
get back to the camp. At the same time the Agrigentines, wit
nessing from the walls, with joyous excitement, the flight of their 
enemies, vehemently urged their generals to lead them forth for 
an immediate sally, in order that the destruction of the fugitives 
might thus be consummated. But the generals were inflexible in 
resisting such demand; conceiving that the city itself would thus 
be stripped of its defenders, and that Imilkon might seize the 
occasion for assaulting it with his main body, when there was not 
sufficient force to repel them. The defeated Iberians thus escaped 
to the main camp; neither pursued by the Syracusans, nor impe
ded, as they passed near the Agrigentine walls, by the population 
within. 

Presently Daphnreus with his victorious army reached Agri
gentum, and joined the citizens ; who flocked in crowds, along with 
the Lacedremonian Dexippus, to meet and welcome them. But 
the joy of meeting, and the reciprocal congratulations on the 
recent victory, were fatally poisoned by general indignation for 
the unmolested escape of the defeated Iberians ; occasioned by 
nothing less than remissness, cowardice, or corruption, (so it was 
contended), on the part of the generals,-first the Syracusan 
generals, and next the Agrigentine. Against the former, little 
was now said, though much was held in reserve, as we shall soon 
hear. But against the latter, the discontent of the Agrigentine 
population burst forth instantly and impetuously. A public assem
bly being held on the spot, the Agrigentine generals, five in num
ber, were put under accusation. Among many speakers who 
denounced them as guilty of treason, the most violent of all was 

that they must have been on the western side;, misled by the analogy of the 
Roman siege in 262 B. c., when the Carthaginian relieving army under 
Hanno were coming from the westward, -from Heraklei (Polyb. i, 19). 
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the Kamarinrean Menes,-himself one of the leaders, seemingly 
of the Kamarinrean contingent in the army of Daphnreus. The 
concurrence of l\Ienes, carrying to the Agrigentines a full sanc
tion of' their sentiments, wrought them up to such a pitch of fury, 
that the generals, when they came to defend themselves, found 
neither sympathy nor even common fairness of hearing. Four 
out of the five were stoned and put to death on the spot; the fifth, 
Argeius, was spared only on the ground of his youth; and even 
the Lacedremonian Dexippus was severely censured.I 

How far, in regard to these proceedings, the generals were 
really guilty, or how far their defence, had it been fairly heard, 
would have been valid,- is a point which our scanty information 
does not enable us to determine. But it is certain that the arrival 
of the victorious Syracusans at Agrigentum completely altered the 
relative position of affairs. Instead of farther assaulting the 
walls, Imilkon was attacked in his camp by Daphnams. The 
camp, however, was so fortified as to repel all attempts, and the 
siege from this time forward became only a blockade; a contest of 
patience and privation between the city and the besiegers, lasting 
seven or eight months from the commencement of the siege. At 
first Daphnreus, with his own force united to the Agrigentines, 
was strong enough to harass the Carthaginians and intercept their 
supplies, so that the greatest distress began to prevail among their 
army. The Campanian mercenaries even broke out into mutiny, 
crowding, with clamorous demands for provision and with menace 
of deserting, around the tent of Imilkon; who barely pacified them 
by pledging to them the gold and silver drinking-cups of the chief 
Carthaginians around him,2 coupled with entreaties that they 

t Diodor. xiii, 87. 
The youth of Argeius, combined with the fact of his being in high com

mand, makes us rather imagine that he was of noble birth: compare Tlm
cydid. vi, 38,-the speech of Athenagoras. 

' Mention is again made, sixty-five years afterwards, in the description 
of the war of Timoleon against the Carthaginians, - of the abundance of 
gold and silver drinking cups, and rich personal ornaments, carried by the 
native Carthaginians on military service (Diodor. xvi, 81; Plutarch, Tim· 
oleon, c. 28, 29 ). · 

There was a select body of Carthaginians,-a Sacred Band, - mentioned 
in these later times, consisting of two thousand five hundred men of dis
tinguished bravery as well as of conspicuous position in the city (Diodor. 
xvi, 80; xx, 10). 
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would wait yet a few days. During that short interval, he medi
tated and executed a bold stroke of relief. The Syracusans and 
Agrigentines were mainly supplied by sea from Syracuse; from 
whence a large transport of provision-ships was now expected, 
under convoy of some Syracusan triremes. Apprised of their 
approach, Imilkon silently brought out forty Carthaginian tri
remes from l\fotye and Panormus, with which he suddenly attacked 
the Syracusan convoy, no way expecting such a surprise. Eight 
Syracusan triremes were destroyed; the remainder were driven 
ashore, and the whole fleet of transports fell into the hands of 
Imilkon. Abundance and satisfaction now reigned in the camp of 
the Carthaginians, while the distress, and with it the discontent, 
was transferred to Agrigentum. The Campanian mercenaries in 
the service of Dexippus began the mutiny, complaining to him.of 
their condition. Perhaps he had been alarmed and disgusted at 
the violent manifestation of the Agrigent.ines against their gener
als, extending partly to himself also. At any rate, he manifested 
no zeal in· the defence, and was even suspected of having received 
a bribe of fifteen talents from the Carthaginians. He told the 
Campanians that Agrigentum was no longer tenable, for want of 
supplies; upon which they immediately retired, and marched 
away to l\Iessene, affirming that the time stipulated for their stay 
had expired. Such a secession struck every one with discourage
ment. The Agrigentine generals immediately instituted an exam
ination, to ascertain the quantity of provision still remaining in 
the city. Having made the painful discovery that there remained 
but very little, they took the resolution of causing the city to be 
evacuated by its population during the coming night.I 

A night followed, even more replete with woe and desolation 
than that which had witnessed the flight of Diokles with the in
habitants of Himera from their native city. Few scenes can be 
imagined more deplorable than the vast population of Agrigentum 
obliged to hurry out of their gates during a December night, as 
their only chance of escape from famine or the sword of a merci
less enemy. The road to Gela was beset by a distracted crowd, 
of both sexes and of every age and condition, confounded in one 
indiscriminate lot of suffering. No thought could be bestowed on 

1 Diodor. xiii, 88. 
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the preservation of property or cherished possessions. Happy 
were they who could save their lives ; for not a few, through per
sonal weakness or the immobility of despair, were left behind. 
Perhaps here and there a citizen, combining the personal strength 
with the filial piety of JEneas, might carry away his aged father 
with the household gods on his shoulders ; but for the most part, 
the old, the sick, and the impotent, all whose years were either 
too tender or too decrepit to keep up with a hurried flight, were 
of necessity abandoned. Some remained and slew themselves, 
refusing even to survive the loss of their homes and the destruc
tion of their city ; others, among whom was the wealthy Gellias, 
consigned themselves to the protection of the temples, but with 
little hope that it would procure them safety. The morning's 
dawn exhibited to Imilkon unguarded walls, a deserted city, and a 
miserable population of exiles huddled together in disorderly 
flight on the road to Gela. 

For these fugitives, however, the Syracusan and Agrigentine 
soldiers formed a rear-guard sufficient to keep off the aggravated 
torture of a pursuit. But the Carthaginian army found enough to 
occupy them in the undefended prey which was before their eyes. 
They rushed upon the town with the fury of men who had been 
struggling and suffering before it for eight months. They ran
sacked the houses, slew every living person that was left, and 
found plunder enough to satiate even a ravenous appetite. Tem
ples as well as private dwellings were alike stripped, so that those 
who had taken sanctuary in.them became victims like the rest: a 
fate which Gellius only avoided by setting fire to the temple in 
which be stood and perishing in its ruins. The great public orna
ments and trophies of the city, - the bull of Phalaris, together 
with the most precious statues and pictures, - were preserved by 
Imilkon and sent home as decorations to Carthage.I 'While he 
gave up the houses of Agrigentum to be thus gutted, he still kept 
them standing, and caused them to serve as winter-quarters for the 
repose of his soldiers, after the hardships of an eight months' siege. 
The unhappy Agrigentine fugitives first found shelter and kind 
hospitality at Gela; from whence they were afterwards, by per· 
mission of the Syracusans, transferred to Leontini. 

1 Diodor. xiii, 89, 90. 
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I have described, as far as the narrative of Diodorus permits us 
to know, this momentous and tragical portion of Sicilian history; 
a suitable preface to the long despotism of Dionysius. It is evi
dent that the ~even or eight months (the former of these numbers 
is authenticated by Xenophon, while the latter is given by Diodo
rus) of the siege or blockade must have contained matters of the 
greatest importance which are not mentioned, and that even of the 
main circumstances which brought about the capture, we are most 
imperfectly informed. But though we cannot fully comprehend 
its causes, its effects are easy to understand. They were terror
striking and harrowing in the extreme. ·when the storm which had 
beaten down Selinus and Himera was now perceived to have ex
tended its desolation to a city so much more conspicuous, among 
the wealthiest and most populous in the Grecian world, -- when 
the surviving Agrigentine population, including women and chil• 
dren, and the great proprietors of chariots whose names stood re
corded as victors at Olympia, were seen all confounded in one 
common fate of homeless flight and nakedness - when the victo
rious host and its commanders took up their quarters in the de
serted houses, ready to spread their conquests farther after a win
ter of repose, - there was hardly a Greek in Sicily who did not 
tremble for his life and property.I Several of them sought shelter 
at Syracuse, while others even quitted the island altogether, emi
grating to Italy. 

Amidst so much anguish, humiliation, and terror, there were loud 
complaints against the conduct of the Syracusan generals under 
whose command the disaster had occurred. The censure which had 
been cast upon them before, for not having vigorously pursued the 
defeated Iberians, was now revived, and aggravated tenfold by the 
subsequent misfortune. To their inefficiency the capture of Agri
gentum was ascribed, and apparently not withont substantial cause; 
for the town was so strongly placed as to defy assault, and could 
only be taken by blockade ; now we discern no impediments ade
quate to hinder the Syracusan generals from procuring supplies of 
provisions ; and it seems clear that the surprise of the Sfracusan 
store-8hips might have been prevented by proper precautions ; 
upon which surprise the whole question turned, between famine in 

1 Diodor. xiii, 91. 
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the Carthaginian camp and famine in Agrigentum.1 The efficiency 
of Dexippus and the other generals, in defending Agrigentum (M 
depicted by Diodorus ), stands sadly inferior to the vigor and ability 
displayed by-Gylippus before Syracuse, as describe9. by Thucydi
des: and we can hardly wonder that by men in the depth of misery, 
like the Agrigentines,- or in extreme alarm, like the other Sicilian 
Greeks - these generals, incompetent or treasonable, should be 
regarded as the cause of the ruin. 

Such a state of sentiment, under ordinary circumstances, would 
have led to the condemnation of the generals and to the nomination 
of others, with little farther result. But it became of far graver 
import, when combined with the actual situation of parties in Syra
cuse. The Hermokratean opposition party, - repelled during the 
preceding year with the loss of its leader, yet nowise crushed,
now re-appeared more formidable than ever, under a new leader 
more aggressive even than Hermokrates himself. Throughout 
ancient as well as modern history, defeat and embarrassment in 
the foreign relations have proved fruitful causes of change in the 
internal government. Such auxiliaries had been wanting to the 
success of Hermokrates in the preceding year; but alarms of every 
kind now overhung the city in terrific magnitude, and when the 
first Syracusan assembly was convoked on returning from Agri
gentum, a mournful silence reigned ;2 as in the memorable descrip
tion given by Demosthenes of the Athenian assembly held imme
diately after the taking of Elateia.3 The generals had lost the 
confidence of their fellow-citizens; yet no one else was forward, at 
a juncture so full of peril, to assume their duty, by proffering fit 
counsel for the future conduct of the war. Now was the time for 
the Hermokratean party to lay their train for putting down the 
government. Dionysius, though both young and of mean family, 
was adopted as leader in consequence of that audacity and bravery 

t Diodor. xiii, 88. 
Xenophon confirms the statement of Diodorus, that Agrigentum was 

taken \iy famine (Hellen. i, 5, 21 ;'ii, 2, 24). 
• Diodor. xiii, 91. 

3 Demosthenes de Corona, p. 286, s. 220. 

This comparison is made by :M. Brunet de Presle, in his valuable histori· 


cal work (Recherches sur les Establissemens des Grecs en Sicile, Part ii, s. 
39, p. 219). 
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;which even already he had displayed, both in the fight along with 
Hermokrates and in the battles against the Carthaginians. Hip
parinus, a Syracusan of rich family, who ha<l ruined himself by 
dissolute expenses, was eager to renovate bis fortunes by seconding 
the elevation of Dionysius to the despotism; l Philistus (the subse
quent historian of Syracuse), rich, young, and able, threw himself 
ardently into the same cause; and doubtless other leading persons, 
ancient Hermokrateans and others, stood forward as partisans in 
the conspiracy. But it either was, from the beginning, or speedily 
became, a movement organized for the purpose of putting the scep
tre into the hands of Dionysius, to whom all the rest, though seve
~al among them were of far greater wealth and importance, served 
but as satellites and auxiliaries. 
, Amidst th~ silence and di~quietude which reigned in the Sy~a
.cusan assembly, Dionysius was the first who rose to address them. 
Ile enlarged upon a topic suitable alike to the temper of his au
.ditors and to his own views. He vehemently denounced the gene~ 
rals as having betrayed the security of Syracuse to the Cartha
gi:nians,-and as the persons to whom the ruin of Agrigentum, 
together with the impending peril of every man around, was owing. 
He set forth their misdeeds, real or alleged, not merely with ful
.ness and acrimony, but with a ferocious violence outstripping an 
.the limits of admissible debate, and intended to bring upon them a 
lawless murder, like the death of the generals recently at Agii
gefltum. "There they sit, the traitors ! Do not wait for legal trial 
.or verdict; but lay hands upon them at once, and inflict upon them 
summary justice." 2 Such a brutal exhortation, not unlike that of 

AristoteL Politic. v, 5, 6. I'ivovrat de µera(3oAat r~i; b/,,iyapx,iai;, Kat orav 
,avaAWl1<.111l rii. idta, (i:ivrei; uae/,yi:ii;- Kat yup ol rotovrot l<atvoroµelv (1JTOVl1'7 
Kal ~ rvpavviJt ltrtrithvrat avrol, ~ KaraaKtVu,ovatv lrepov • watrep 'lirtrapi- • 
vor liwvfotov lv IvpaKOVaati;. 

Hipparinus was the father of Dion, respecting whom more hereafter. 
Plato, in his wann sympathy for Dion, assigns to Hipparinus more of an 

equality of rank and importance with the elder Dionysius, than the subst}. 
quent facts justify (Plato, Epistol. viii o. 353 A.; p. 355 F.). · 

' Diodor. xiii, 91. 'Airopov11ivwv 61: irjvrwv irape/,,-&wv !itovvawi; o'Epµo
Kpurovr, TWV µev 11rpar7]yi:iv Kar11yup7]11tV0 :ir 7rpodtdoVTWV TU 7rpayfLaTa 
roii; Kap;r7]&oviow TU cit: 7r/..q-&1] irapw~VVE trpili; Tijl' avri:iv 'Tf.lll.ipiav, 7rapaKa
AcJV !'ii 7rtptµelva£ riJv Karel TOV~ VOfLOV~ N:Af/pov, al.I.' fa ,t~..,,J~ eUJiwr lm'1ei
vat rijv diK7JV. · 

VOL. X:. 19 28oc. 
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the Athenian Kritias, when he caused the execution of Theramenes 
in the oligarchical senate, was an offence against law as well as 
against parliamentary order. The presiding magistrates reproved 
Dionysius as a disturber of order, and fined him, as they were em
powered by law.I But his partisans were loud in his support. 
Philistus not only paid down the fine for him on the spot, but pub
licly proclaimed that he would go on for the whole day paying all 
similar fines which might be imposed,-and incited Dionysius to 
persist in such language as he thought proper. That which had 
begun as illegality, was now aggravated into open defiance of 
the law. Yet so enfeebled was the authority of the magistrates, 
and so vehement the cry against them, in the actual position of the 
city, that they were unable either to punish or to repress the speaker. 
Dionysius pursued his harangue in a tone yet more inflammatory, 
not only accusing the generals of having corruptly betrayed Agri
gentum, but also denouncing the conspicuous and wealthy citizens 
generally, as oligarchs who held tyrannical sway,-who treated 
the many with scorn, and made their own profit out of the misfor
tunes of the city. Syracuse (he contended) could never be saved, 
unless men of a totally different character were invested with au
thority ; men, not chosen from wealth and station, but of humble 
birth, belonging to the people by position, and kind in their de
portment from consciousness of their own weakness.2 His bitter 
invective against generals already discredited, together with the 
impetuous warmth of his apparent sympathy for the people against 
the rich, were both alike farnrably received. Plato states that the 
assembly became so furiously exasperated, as to follow literally the 
lawless and blood-thirsty inspirations of Dionysius, and to stone all 
these generals, ten in number, on the spot, without any form of trial. 
But Diodorus simply tells us, that a vote was passed to cashier 

I Diodor. xiii, 91. Twv o' Uf>XOVT<JV t;71µwvvrwv TOV 6.toVValOV Kara rovi; 
v6µovi;, iii; '9opvf3ovvra, ll>il.u1roi;, orii.r; laropiai; i'Jcrnpov uvyypu1Jiai;, ofoiav 
l;i:wv µeyul,71v, etc. · 

In the description given by Thucydides (vi, 32-39) of the debate in the 
Syracusan assembly (prior to the arrival of the Athenian expedition) in 
which Hermokrates and Athcnagoras speak, we find the magistrates iuter· 
fering to prevent the continuance of a debate which had become very per· 
sonal and acrimonious; though there was nothing in it at all brutal, nor 
any exhortation to personal violence or infringement of the law. 

1 Diodor. xiii, 91. 
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the generals, and to name in their places Dionysius, Hipparinus, 
and others.I This latter statement is, in my opinion, the more 
probable. 

I Plato, Epistol. viii, p. 354. 01 yup 7rpo 13.tovvcriov Kat '17r7rapivov ap~liv
rwv ktKeAtwrat Tore cJ> <,)ovro evoa1µ6vwr e(wv, rpvrpwvrer re Kat aµa upxov
TCJV apXOVTe(' al Kat TOV> OiKa C1TpaT1JYOV( KaTeAevcrav {JuAAOVTe( TOV> 7rp~ 
il.1ovv11iov, Kara v6µov ovotva Kpivavre>, Zva cl~ clovA.efo1ev µriclivt µ~re crVV 
OtK') µ~re v6µ<,J clecr7r6T1), tA.eir&epot cl' elev 7ravrv mivr<.>>" i'r&ev al rvpavvicle> 
iytvov;o avrol(. 

Diodor. xiii, 92. 7rapavriKa TOV> µev iA.vae Ti/> apx~» l:dpov, oi: eZA.ero 
arparriyoiJr, tv olr Kal rilv 13.tovfotov. Some little time afterwards, Diodorus 
farther mentions that Dionysius accused before the public assembly, and 
caused to be put to death, Daphnreus and Demarchus (xiii, 96); now 
Daphnreus was one of the generals (xiii, 86-88). 

If we assume the fact to have occurred as Plato affirms it, we cannot 
easily explain how something so impressive and terror-striking came to be 
transformed into the more commonplace statement of Diodorus, by Epho
rus, Theopompus, Hermeias, Timreus, or Philistus, from one of whom pro· 
bably his narrative is borrowed. 

But if we assume Diodorus to be correct, we can easily account for the 
erroneous belief in the mind of Plato. A yery short time before this scene 
at Syracuse, an analogous circumstance had really occurred at Agrigentum. 
The assembled Agrigentines, being inflamed against their generals for 
what they believed to be slackness or treachery in the recent fight with the 
Carthaginians, had stoned four of them on the spot, and only spared the 
fifth on the score of his youth (Diodor. xiii, 87 ). 

I cannot but think that Plato confounded in his memory the scene and 
proceedings at Syracuse with the other events, so recently antecedent, at 
Agrigentum. His letter (from which the above citation is made) was writ
ten in his old age, - fifty years after the event. 
· This is one inaccuracy as to matter-of-fact, which might be produced in 

support of the views of those who reject the letters of Plato as spurious, 
though Ast does not notice it, while going through the letters seriatim, and 
condemning them not only as un-Platonic but as despicable compositions. 
After attentively studying both the letters themselves, and his reasoning, I 
dissent entirely from Ast's conclusion. The first letter, that which pnr• 
ports to come not from Plato, but from Dion, is the only one against which 
he seems to me to have made out a good case (see Ast, Ueber Platon's Le· 
hen und Schriften, p. 504-530). Against the others, I cannot think that 
he has shown any sufficient ground for pronouncing them to be spurious, 
and I therefore continue to treat them as genuine, following the opinion of 
Cicero and Plutarch. It is admitted by Ast that their authenticity was not 
suspected in antiquity, ns far as our knowledge extends. Without consid· 
ering the presumption hence arising as conclusive, I think it requires to be 
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Such was the first stage of what we may term the despot's 
progress, successfully consummated. The pseudo-demagogue Dio. 

" 
countervailed by stronger substantive grounds than those which Ast has 
urged. 

Among the total number of thirteen letters, those relating to Dion and 
Dionysius (always setting aside the first letter) - that is the second, third, 
fourth, seventh, eighth, and thirteenth, - are the most full of allusions to 
fact and details. Some of them go very much into detail. Now had they 
been the work of a forger, it is fair to contend that he could hardly avoid 
laying himself more open to contradiction than he has done, on the score 
of inaccuracy and inconsistency with the supposed situation. I have 
already mentioned one inaccuracy which I take to be a fault of memory, 
both conceivable and pardonable. Ast mentions another, to disprove the 
authenticity of the eighth letter, respecting the son of Dion. Plato, in 
this eighth letter, speaking in the name of the deceased Dion, recommends 
the Syracusans to name Dion's son as one of the members of a tripartite 
kingship, along with Hipparinus (son of the elder Dionysius) and the 
younger Dionysius. This (contends Ast, p. 523) cannot be c01Tect, be· 
cause Dion's son died before his father. To make the argument of Ast 
complete, we ought to be sure that Dion had only one son; for which there 
is doubtless the evidence of Plutarch, who after having stated that the son 
of Dion, a youth nearly grown up, threw himself from the roof of the 
house and was killed, goes on to say that Kallippus, the political enemy of 
Dion, founded upon this misfortune a false rumor which he circulated,
cJr tl Ai<JV arr a tr; yeyovwr; lyv<JKE rov Awvv<riov KaAElV· 'ArroAAOKpar71v 
/<at rrotei<rt9at oiacloxov (Plutarch, Dion. c. 55, 56: compare also c. 21,-roii 
rratoiov). But since the rumor was altogether false, we may surely imag
ine that Kallippus, taking advantage of a notorious accident which had 
just proved fatal to the eldest son of Dion,, may have fabricated a false 
statement about the family of Dion, though there might be a younger boy 
at home. It is not certain that the number of Dion's children was famil· 
iarly known among the population of Syracuse ; nor was Dion himself in 
the situation of an assured king, able to transfer his succession at once to 
a boy not yet adult. And when we find in another chapter of Plutarch's 
Life of Dion ( c. 31 ), that the son of Dion was called by Timams, Aretreus, 
-and by Timonides, Ilipparinus,- this surely affords some presumption 
that there were two sons, and not one son called by two different names. 

I cannot therefore admit that Ast has proved the eighth Platonic letter 
to be inaccurate in respect to matter of fact. I will add thnt the letter does 
not mention the name of Dion's son (though Ast says that it calls him Ilip· 
parinus); and that it does specify the three partners in the tripartite king· 
ship suggested (though Ast says that it only mentioned two). 

Most of Ast's arguments against the authenticity of the letters, howe¥er, 
a.re founded, not upon alleged inaccuracies of fact, but upon what he main· 
tains to be impropriety and meanness of thought, childish intrusion of 
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nysius outdoes, in fierce professions of antipathy against the rich~ 
8J1ything that we read as coming from the real demagogues, Athe
nagoras at 8yracuse, or Kleon at Athens. Behold him now sitting 
as a member of the new Board of generals, at a moment when the 
most assiduous care and energy, combined with the greatest una
nimity, were required to put the Syracusan military force into an 
adequate state of efficiency. It suited the policy of Dionysius not 
only t.o bestow no care or energy himself, but to nullify all that 
was bestowed by his colleagues, and t.o frustrate deliberately all 
chance of unanimity. He immediately began a systematic oppo
sition and warfare against his colleagues. Ile refused to attend at 
their Board, or to hold any communication with them. At the 
frequent assemblies held during this agitated state of the public 
mind, he openly denounced them as engaged in treasonable corre
spondence with the enemy. It is obvious that his colleagues, men 
newly chosen in the same spirit with himself, could not as yet have 
committed any such treason in favor of the Carthaginians. But 
among them was his accomplice Hipparinus ;1 while probably the 
rest also, nominated by a party devoted t.o him personally, were 
selected in a spirit of collusion, as either thorough-going partisans, 

philosophy, unseasonable mysticism and pedantry, etc. In some of his 
criticisms I coincide, though by no means in all. But I cannot accept 
them as evidence to prove the point for which he contends, - the spurious
ness of the letters. The proper conclusion from his premises appears to 
me to be, that Plato wrote letters which, when tried by our canons about 
letter-writing, seem awkward, pedantic, and in bad taste. Dionysius of 
Halikarnassus (De adm. vi dicend. in Demosth. p. 1025-1044), while em
phatically extolling the admirable composition of Plato's dialogues, does 
not scruple to pass an unfavorable criticism upon him as a speech-writer; 
referring to the speeches in the Symposion as well as to the funeral 
harangue in the l\Ienexenus. Still less need we be afraid to admit, that 
Plato was not a graceful letter-writer. 

That Plato would feel intensely interested, and even personally involved, 
in the quarrd between Dionysius II. and Dion, cannot be doubted. That 
he would write letters to Dionysius on the subject.-that he would anx
iously seek to maintain influence over him, on all grounds, - that he would 
manifest a lofty opinion of himself and his own philosophy, - is pe1fectly 
natural and credible. And when we consider both the character and the 
station of Dionysins, it is difficult to lay down beforehand any assured 
canon as to the epistolary tone which Plato would think most suitable to 
address him. 

1 Plutarch, Dion. c. 3. 
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or worthless and incompetent men, easy for him to set aside. At 
any rate, his calumnies, though received with great repugnance by 
the leading and more intelligent citizens, found favor with the bulk 
of the assembly, predisposed at that moment from the terrors of the 
situation to suspect every one. The new Board of generals being 
thus discredited, Dionysius alone was listened to as an adviser. 
His first and most strenuous recommendation was, that a vote 
should be passed for restoring the exiles ; men (he affirmed) at
tached to their country, and burning to serve her, having already 
refused the offers of her enemies ; men who had been thrown into 
banishment by previous political dispute, but who, if now gene
rously recalled, would manifest their gratitude by devoted patriot
ism, and serve Syracuse far more warmly than the allies invoked 
from Italy and Peloponnesus. His discredited colleagues either 
could not, or would not, oppose the proposition ; which, being 
warmly pressed by Dionysius and all his party, was at length 
adopted by the assembly. The exiles accordingly returned, com
prising all the most violent men who had been in arms with Her
mokrates when he was slain. They returned glowing with party
antipathy and revenge, prepared to retaliate upon others the con
fiscation under which themselves had suffered, and looking to the 
despotism of Dionysius as their only means of success.l 

The second step of the despot's progress was now accomplished. 
Dionysius had filled up the r1.1J1ks of the I-Iermokratean party, and 
obtained an energetic band of satellites, whose hopes and interests 
were thoroughly identified with his own. Meanwhile letters ar
rived from Gela, entreating reinforcements, as Imilkon was under
stood to be about to march thither. Dionysius being empowered 
to march thither a body of two thousand hoplites, with four hun
dred horsemen, turned the occasion to profitable account. A regi
ment of mercenaries, under the Lacedremonian Dexippus, was in 
garrison at Gela; while the government of the town is said to 
have been oligarchical, in the hands of the rich, though with a strong 
and discontented popular opposition. On reaching Gela, Dionysius 
immediately took part with the latter; originating the most violent 
propositions against the governing rich, as he had done at Syra
cuse. Accusing them of treason in the public assembly, he obtained 

1 Diodor. xiii, 93. 
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a condemnatory vote under which they were put to death and their 
properties confiscated. ·with the funds so acquired, he paid the 
arrears due to the soldiers of Dexippus, and doubled the pay of 
his own Syracusan division. These measures procured for him im
mense popularity, not merely with all the soldiers, but also with 
the Geloan Demos, whom he had relieved from the dominion of 
their wealthy oligarchy. Accordingly, after passing a public vote 
testifying their gratitude, and bestowing upon him large rewards, 
they despatched envoys to carry the formal expression of their 
sentiments to Syracuse. Dionysius resoh-ed to go back thither 
at the same time, with his Syracusan soldiers; and tried to pre
vail on Dexippus to accompany him with his own division. This 
being refused, he went thither with his Syracusans alone. To the 
Geloans, who earnestly entreated that they might not be forsaken 
when the enemy was daily expected, he contented himself with 
replying that he would presently return with a larger force.l . 

A third step was thus obtained, Dionysius was going back to 
Syracuse with a testimonial of admiration and gratitude from Gela, 
- with increased attachment on the part of his own soldiers, on 
account of the double pay,- and with the means of coining and 
circulating a new delusion. It was 9n the day of a solemn festival 
that he reached the town, just as the citizens were coming in crowds 
out of the theatre. Amidst the bustle of such a scene as well as 
of the return of the soldiers, many citizens flocked around him to 
inquire, "What news about the Carthaginians? " Do not ask about 
your foreign enemies (was the reply of Dionysius) ; you have 
much worse enemies within among you. Your magistrates, 
these very men upon whose watch you rely <luring the indulgence 
of the festival,- they are the traitors who are pillaging the public 
money, leaving the soldiers unpaid, and neglecting all necessary 
preparation, at a moment when the enemy with an immense host 
is on the point of assailing you. I knew their treachery long ago, 
but I have now positive proof of it. For Imilkon sent to me an 
envoy, under pretence of treating about the prisoners, but in real
ity to purchase my silence and connivance ; he tendered to me a 
larger bribe than he had given to them, if I would consent to re
frain from hindering them, since I could not be induced to take 

• Diodor. xiii, 93. 
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part in their intrigues. · This is too much. I am come home now 
to throw up my command. While my colleagues are corruptly 
bartering away their country, I am willing to take my share as a 
citizen in the common risk, but I cannot endure to incur shame as 
an accomplice in their treachery!' 

Such bold allegations, scattered by Dionysius among the crowd 
pressing round him, - renewed at length, with emphatic fo1mality 
in the regular assembly held the next day,- and concluding with 
actual resignation, - struck deep terror into the Syracusan mind. 
He spoke with authority, not merdy as one fresh from the frontier 
exposed, but also as bearing the grateful testimonial of the Gelo
ans, echoed by the soldiers whose pay he had recently doubled. 
His assertion of the special message from Imilkon, probably an 
impudent falsehood, was confidently accepted and backed by all 
these men, as well as by his other partisans, the Hermokratean 
party, and most of all by the restored exiles. What defence the 
accused generals made, or tried to make, we are not told. It was 
not likely to prevail, nor did it prevail, against the positive dep~ 
sition of a witness so powerfully seconded. The people, persuaded 
of their treason, were incensed against them, and trembled at the 
thought of being left, by the resignation of Dionysius, to the pro
tection of such treacherous guardians against the impending inva .. 
sion. Now was the time for his partisans to come forward with 
their main proposition: " ·why not get rid of these traitors, and 
keep Dionysius alone? Leave them to be tried and punished at a 
more convenient season ; but elect him at once general with full 
powers, to make head against the pressing emergency from with
out. Do not wait until the enemy is actually assaulting our walls. 
Dionysius is the man for our purpose, the only one with whom we 
have a chance of safety. Recollect that our glorious victory over 
the three hundred thousand Carthaginians at IIimera was achieved 
by Gelon acting as general with full powers." Such rhetoric was 
irresistible in the.present temper of the assembly,- when the parti
sans of Dionysius were full of audacity and acclamation, - when 
his opponents were discomfited, suspicious of each other, and with
out any positive scheme to propose, -and when the storm, which 
had already overwhelmed Selinus, Himera, and Agrigentum, was 
about to burst on Gela and Syracuse. A vote of the assembly was 
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passed, appointing Dionysius general of the city, alone, and with 
full powers ;L by what majority we do not know. 

The first use which the new general-plenipotentiary macle of his 
dignity was to propose, in the same assembly, that the pay of the 
soldiers should be doubled. Such liberality (he said) would be the 
best means of stimulating their zeal ; while in regard to expense, 
there need be no hesitation; the money might easily be provided. 

Thus was consummated the fourth, and most important, act of 
the despot's progress. A vote of the assembly hacl been obtained, 
passed in constitutional forms, vesting in Dionysius a single-handed 
power unknown to and above the laws,-unlimited and unrespon
sible. But he was well aware that the majority of those who thus 
voted had no intention of permanently abnegating their freedom,
that they meant only to create a temporary dictatorship, under the 
pressing danger of the ·moment, for the express purpose of pre
serving that freeclom against a foreign enemy,-ancl that even thus 
much bad been obtained by impudent clelusion and calumny, which 
subsequent reflection would speedily dissipate. No sooner had the 
~ote passed, than symptoms of regret and alarm became manifest 
among the people. "\Vhat one assembly had conferred, a second 
repentant assembly might revoke.'.! It therefore now remained 
for Dionysius to ensure the perpetuity of his power by some or~ 
'ganized means ; so as to prevent the repentance, of which he 
ii.Iready discerned the commencement, from realizing itself in any 
actual revocation. For this purpose he required a military force 
extra-popular and anti-popular; bound to himself and not to the 
city. Ile had indeed acquired popularity with the Syracusan as 
well as with the mercenary soldiers, by doubling and ensuring 
.their pay. Ile had energetic adherents, prepared to go all lengths 
pn his behalf, especially among the restored exiles. This was an 

1 Diodor. xiii, 94. 
• Diodor. xiii, 95. t.ia/.v&efoq~ tie ri/r eKKAeaia~, ovK o'-iyo' row l:vpa· 

KOVGlWV KllT7]yopovv TWV 'IT'pax&ivTwv, i:Ja'IT'tp OVK avrot TaVTa ICE!CVpWICOTEC' 
Tolr )'UP /.oytu,uoZr eir lavrovr tpxoµevot, ri;v fooµivqv ovvaaretav ave&ei:,. 
povv. Obrut µev oiiv {3e(3atwaat {3oVAOfLEVOL ri;v eAev&epiav, Ua&ov lavroiJc 
0EG'/T'OT7]V ri/r 'IT'arpioor Ka&earaKDTE>- 'O OE t.tovvawr, r i; v µer a'JI 0 I a 'JI 

TW v /) xA CJ 'JI '/J & a a at f3 OV '-oµev u~' e'IT'ti;i/ret Vi' ov Tpo'IT'OV ovvatro tpv
Aa~a~ alri}aarr&at roii uwµaror· TOVTOV yap 11VYX"'P1/&i:vro~, pfjLOtCJr 7/µeAAt 
KV(ltevanv ri/r rvpavvit!or. 
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important basis, but not sufficient for his objects without the pres~ 
ence of a special body of guards, constantly and immediately avail
able, chosen as well as controlled by himself, yet acting in such 
vocation under the express mandate and sanction of the people. 
He Tequired a farther vote of the people, legalizing for his use 
such a body of guards. 
. But with all his powers of delusion, and all the zeal of his par
tisans, he despaired of getting any such vote from an assembly 
held at Syracuse. Accordingly, he resorted to a manreuvre, pro
claiming that he had resolved on a march to Leontini, and sum
moning the full military force of Syracuse (up to the age of forty) 
to march along with him, with orders for each man to bring with 
him thirty days' provision. Leontini had been, a few years be.:. 
fore, an independent city; but was now an outlying fortified post, 
belonging to the Syracusans; wherein various foreign settlers, and 
exiles from the captured Sicilian cities, had obtained permission 
to reside. Such men, thrown out of their position and expecta
tions as citizens, were likely to lend either their votes or their 
swords winingly to the purposes of Dionysius. While he thus 
found many new adherents there, besides those whom he brought 
with him, he foresaw that the general body of the Syracusans, 
and especially those most disaffected to him, would not be disposed 
to obey his summons or accompany him.I For nothing could be 
more preposterous, in a public point of view, than an outmarcb 
of the whole Syracusan force for thirty days to Leontini, where 
there was neither danger to be averted nor profit to be reaped; 
at a moment too when the danger on the side of Gela was most 
serious, from the formidable Carthaginian host at Agrigentum. 
' Dionysius accordingly set out with a force which purported, 
ostensibly and according to summons, to be the full military mani
festation of Syracuse ; but whi~h, in reality, comprised mainly his 
own adherents. On encamping for the night near to Leontini, he 
caused a factitious clamor and disturbance to be raised during the 

Diodor. xiii, 95. Avr~ o' ~ (Leontini) r6re ¢povpiov fiv roir ~vpatWV• 
CTtotr, 1rA1/per V1rap;rov ¢vyii.oc.iv Kat five.iv av~pW1rOlV. 'HA7rt(e yup rovrovr 
l1Vvay<Jv1<1rui; l~etv, av~pW1rOVr oeoµivovc µera{Jo/.,fi>' TWV Oe ~vpaKOVt!l<JV 
roilr 1T:At'turovr oV&' ~qetv elc Aeovrivovr. 
·, Many of the expelled Agrigentines settled at Leontini, by permission of 
the Syracusans (Diodor. xiii, 89). 
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da.rkness, around his own tent,- ordered fires to be kindled, ...;..; 
summoned on a sudden his most intimate friends, - and affected 
to retire under their escort to the citadel._ On the morrow an 
assembly was convened, of the Syracusans and residents present, 
purporting to be a Syracusan assembly; Syracuse in military 
guise, or as it were in Comitia Centuriata,- to employ an ancient 
phrase belonging to the Roman republic. Before this assembly 
Dionysius appeared, and threw himself upon their protection; 
affirming that his life had been assailed during the preceding night, 
- calling upon them emphatically to stand by him against the 
incessant snares of his enemies, - and demanding for that pur
pose a permanent body of guards. His appeal, plausibly and pa
thetically turned, and doubtless warmly seconded by zealous par
tisans, met with complete success. The assembly, - Syracusan 
or quasi-Syracusan, though held at Leontini, - passed a formal 
decree, granting to Dionysius a body-guard of six hundred men, 
selected by himself and responsible to him alone.I One speaker 
indeed proposed to limit the guards to such a number as should be 
sufficient to protect him against any small number of personal 
enemies, but not to render him independent of, or formidable to, 
the many.2 But such precautionary refinement was not likely to 
be much considered, when the assembly was dishonest or misguid
ed enough to pass the destructive vote here solicited; and even 
if embodied in the words of the resolution, there were no means 
of•securing its observance in practice. The regiment of guards 
being once formally sanctioned, Dionysius heeded little the limit 
of number prescribed to him. Ile immediately enrolled more 
than one thousand men, selected as well for their bravery as from 
their poverty and desperate position. Ile provided them with the 
choicest arms, and promised to them the most munificent pay. 
To this basis of a certain, permanent, legalizell, regiment cf house
hola troops, he added farther a sort of standing army, composed 
of mercenaries hardly less at his devotion than the guards prop
erly so called. In addition to _the mercenaries already around 

1 Diodor. xiii, 95. 
• Aristotel. Politic. iii, 10, 10. Kat t..tovvai<,> Ttf, lir' r}ret rovr q>vl.aKaf, 

avvef3ovl.eve rolr !;vpaKovaioir clto6vat roaovrovr rovr ¢vl.aKar- i. e. ro11av
r11v T~V foxvv, wai'J' tKU<ITOV µev Kat lvor Ila~ <IVµ1rA£lOVWV Kptirrw, roii Oe 
.,,.il.i}i'Jovr i/rrw, elJJat. 
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him, he invited others from all quarters, by tempting offeJ;S; 
choosing by preference outlaws and profligates, and liberating 
slaves for the purpose.I Next, summoning from Gela Dexippus 
~e Lacedremonian, with the troops under his command, he sent 
this officer away to Peloponnesus, - as a man not trustworthy for 
his purpose and likely to stand forward on behalf of the freedom 
of Syracuse. He then consolidated all the mercenaries under one 
organization, officering them anew with men devoted to himself. 

This fresh military levy and organization was chiefly accom
plished during his stay at Leontini, without the opposition which 
would probably have arisen if it had been done at Syracuse; to 
which latter place Dionysius marched back, in an attitude far 
more imposing than when he left it. He now entered the gates 
at the head not only of his chosen body-guard, but also of a regu
lar army of mercenaries, hired by and dependent upon himself. 
He marched them at once into the islet of Ortygia (the interior 
and strongest part of the city, commanding the harbor), estab
lished his camp in that acropolis of Syracuse, and stood forth as 
despot conspicuously in the eyes of all. Though the general sen
timent among the people was one of strong repugnance, yet his 
powerful military force and strong position rendered all hope of 
open resistance desperate. And the popular assembly, - convoked 
under the pressure of this force, and probably composed of none 
but his partisans, - was found so subservient, as to condemn and 
execute, upon his requisition, Daphnreus and Dernarchus. These 
two men, both wealthy and powerful ·in Syracuse, had been his 
chief opponents, and were seemingly among the very generals 
whom he had incited the people to massacre on the spot without 
any form of trial, in one of the previous public assemblies.I! One 
step alone remained to decorate the ignoble origin of Dionysius, 
and to mark the triumph of the Hermokratean party by whom its 
elevation had been mainly brought about. He immediately mar
ried the daughter of Herrnokrates ; giving his own sister in mar
riage to Polyxenus, the brother of that deceased chief.3 

Thus was consummated the fifth or closing act of the despot's 
progress, rendering Dionysius master of the lives and fortunes of 

Diodor. xiv, 7. TOV~ fi'J..ev&epc.Jµivov~ oovltov~, etc. 
• Diodor. xiii, 96. 3 Diodor. I, c.; Plutarch, Dion. c. 3. · 
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his fellow-countrymen. The successive stages of his rise I have 
detailed from Diodorus, who (excepting a hint or two from Aris
totle) is our only informant. His authority is on this occasion 
better than usual, since he had before him not merely Ephorus 
and Timreus, but also Philistus. He is, moreover, throughout 
this whole narrative at least clear and consistent with himself. 
We understand enough of the political strategy pursued by Dio
nysius, to pronounce that it was adapted to his end with a degree 
of skill that would have greatly struck a critical eye like l\Iachia
vel; whose analytical appreciation of means, when he is canvass
ing men like Dionysius, ha.~ been often unfairly construed as if it 
implied sympathy with and approbation of their end. 1Ve see 
that Dionysius, in putting himself forward as the chief and repre
sentative of the Ilermokratean party, acquired the means of em
ploying a greater measure of fraud and delusion than an exile 
like Hermokrates, in prosecution of the same ambitious purposes. 
Favored by the dangers of the state and the agony of the public 
mind, he was enabled to simulate an ultra-democratical ardor 
both in defence of the people against the rich, and in denunciation 
of the unsuccessful or incompetent generals, as if they were cor
rupt traitors. Though it would seem that the government of Sy
racuse, in 406 B. c., must have been strongly democratical, yet 
Dionysius in his ardor for popular rights, treats it as an anti-popu
lar oligarchy; and tries to acquire the favor of the people by 
placing himself in the most open quarrel and antipathy to the 
rich. Nine years before, in the debate between Hermokrates and 
Athenagoras in the Syracusan assembly, the former stood forth, 
or at least was considered to stand forth, as champion of the rich; 
while the latter spoke as a conservative democrat, complaining of 
conspiracies on the part of the rich. In 406 B. c., the leader of 
the Ilermokratean party has reversed this policy, assuming a pre
tended democratical fervor much more violent than that of Athe
nagoras. Dionysius, who took up the trade of what is called a 
demagogue on this one occasion, simply for the purpose of procur
ing one single vote in his own favor, and then shutting the door 
by force against all future voting and all correction, - might resort 
to grosser falsehood than Athenagoras; who, as an habitual speak
er, was always before the people, and even if successful by fraud 
at one meeting, was nevertheless open to exposure at a second. 
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In order that the voting of any public assembly shall be really 
available as a protection to the people, its votes must not only be 
preceded by full and free discussion, but must also be open from 
time to time to rediscussion and correction. That error will from 
time to time be committed, as well by the collective people as by 
particular fractions of the people, is certain; opportunity for 
amendment is essential. A vote which is understood to be final, 
and never afterwards to be corrigible, is one which can hardly 
turn to the benefit of the people themselves, though it may often, 
as in the case of Dionysius, promote the sinister purposes of some 
designing protector. 

CHAPTER LXXXII. 

SICILY DURING THE DESPOTISM OF THE ELDER DIO::SYSIUS AT 
SYRACUSE. 

THE proceedings, recounted at the close of my last chapter, 
whereby Dionysius erected his despotism, can hardly have occu
pied less than three months; coinciding nearly with the first 
months of 405 B. c., inasmuch as Agrigentum was taken about the 
winter solstice of 406 B. c.1 He was not molested during this 

1 Xen. Hellen. ii, 2, 24. 'O ivtavri>> t:A.11yrv, lv t;, µeuovvrt fitovvuto> l:rv
pavv11ue, etc. · 

The year meant here is an Olympic year, from Midsummer to Midsum· 
mer; so that the middle months of it would fall in the first quarter of the 
Julian year. 

If we compare however Xen. Hellen. i, 5, 21 with ii, 2, 24, we shall see 
that the indications of time cannot both be correct; for the acquisition of 
the despotism by Dionysius followed immediately, and as a consequence 
directly brought about, upon the capture of Agrigentum by the Carthagi
nians. 
, It seems to me that the mark of time is not quite accurate in either one 
passage or the other. The capture of Agrigentum took place at the close 
of B. c. 406 ; the acquisition of the despotism by Dionysius, in the early 
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period by the Carthaginians, who were kept inactive in quarters 
at Agrigentum, to repose after the hardships of the blockade; 
employed in despoiling the city of its movable ornaments, for 
transmission to Carthage, and in burning or defacing, with barba •rous antipathy, sitch as could not be carried away.1 In the spring 
Imilkon moved forward towards Gela, having provided himself 
with fresh siege-machines, and ensured his supplies from the Car
thaginian territory in his rear. Finding no army to oppose him, 
he spread his troops over the territory both of Gela and of Ka
marina, where much plunder was collected and much property 
ruined. He then returned to attack Gela, and established a forti
fied camp by clearing some plantation-ground near the river of 
the same name, between the city and the sea. On this spot stood, 
without the walls, a colossal statue of Apollo, which Imilkon 
caused to be carried off and sent as a present to Tyre. 

Gela was at this moment defended only by its own citizens, for 
Dionysius had called away Dexippus with the mercenary troops. 
Alarmed at the approach of the formidable enemy who had already 
mastered Agrigentum, Himera, and Selinus, - the Ge loans de
spatched pressing entreaties to Dionysius for aid ; at the same 
time resolving to send away their women and children for safety 
to Syracuse. But the women, to whom the idea of separation was 
intolerable, supplicated so earnestly to be allowed to stay and 
share the fortunes of their fathers and husbands, that this resolu· 
tion was abandoned. In expectation of speedy relief from Dio
nysius, the defence was brave and energetic. While parties of 
the Geloans, well-acquainted with the country, sallied out and 
acted with great partial success against the Carthaginian plun
derers, - the mass of the citizens repelled the assaults of Imilkon 
against the walls. His battering-machines and storming-parties 
were brought to bear on several places at once ; the walls them
selves, - being neither in so good a condition, nor placed upon so 

months of 405 B. c., as Diodorus places them. Both events are in the same 
Olympic year, between Midsummer 406 B. c. and Midsummer 405 B. c. 
But this year is exactly the year which falls between the two passages above 
referred to in Xenophon; not coinciding exactly with either one or the 
other. Compare Dodwell, Chronolog. Xcnoph. ad ann. 407 B. c. 

1 Diodor. xiii, 82, 96, 108. Tu> y/..vpur 11:a~ Tu 1reptTTOTEP"'> elpyaaµiva 
1CaTfoKa1/Jev, etc. 
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unassailable an eminence, as those of Agrigentum, - gave way 
on more than one point. Yet still the besieged, with obstinate 
valor, frustrated every attempt to penetrate within; reestablishing 
during the night the breaches which had been made during the 
day. The feebler part of their population aided, by every means 
in their power, the warriors on the battlements ; so the defence 
was thus made good until Dionysius appeared with the long-ex
pected reinforcement. It comprised his newly-levied mercenaries, 
with the Syracusan citizens, and succors from the Italian as well 
as from the Sicilian Greeks; amounting in all to fifty thousand 
men, according to Ephorus,-to thirty thousand foot, and one 
thousand horse, as Timreus represented. A fleet of fifty ships of 
war sailed round Cape Pachynus to cooperate with them off 
Gela.t 

Dionysius fixed his position between Gela and the sea, opposite 
to that of the Carthaginians, and in immediate communication 
with his fleet. His presence having suspended the assaults upon 
the town, he became in his turn the aggressor; employing both 
his cavalry and his fleet to harass the Carthaginians and intercept 
their supplies. The contest now assumed a character nearly the 
same as had taken place before Agrigentum, and which had ended 
so unfavombly to the Greeks. At length, after twenty days of 
such desultory warfare, Dionysius, finding that he had accom
plished little, laid his plan for a direct attack upon the Carthagi
nian camp. On the side towards the sea, as no danger l1ad been 
expected, that camp was unfortified; it was there, accordingly, 
that Dionysius resolved to make his principal attack with his left 
division, consisting principally of Italiot Greeks, sustained by the 
Syracusan ships, who were to attack simultaneously from seaward. 
Ile designed at the same time also to strike blows from two other 
points. His right division, consisting of Sicilian allies, was ordered 
to march on the right or western side of the town of Gela, and 
thus fall upon the left of the Carthaginian camp; while he him
self, with the mercenary troops which he kept specially around 
him, intended to advance through the town itself, and assail the 
advanced or central portion of their position near the walls, where 
their battering-machinery was posted. His cavalry were directed 

1 Diodor. xiii, 109. 
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to hold themselves in reserve for pursuit, in case the attack proved 
successful; or for protection to the retreating infantry, in case it 
failed.I 

Of this combined scheme, the attack upon the left or seaward 
side of the Carthaginian camp, by the Italiot division and the 
fleet in concert, was effectively executed, and promised at first to 
be successful. The assailants overthre'v the bulwarks, forced 
their way into the camp, and were only driven out by extraordi
nary efforts on the part of the defenders; chiefly Iberians and 
Campanians, but reinforced from the other portions of the army, 
which were as yet unmolested. But of the two other divisions of 
Dionysius, the right did not attack until long after the moment 
intended, and the centre never attacked at all. The right had 
to make a circuitous march, over the Geloan plain round the city, 
which occupied longer time than had been calculated; while 
Dionysius with the mercenaries around him, intending to march 
through the city, found themselves so obstructed and embarrassed 
that they made very slow progress, and were yet longer before 
they could emerge on the Carthaginian side. Probably the streets, 
as in so many other ancient towns, were crooked, narrow, and 
irregular; perhaps also, farther blocked up by precautions recently 
taken for defence. And thus the Sicilians on the right, not com
ing up to the attack until the Italians on the left had been already 
repulsed, were compelled to retreat, after a brave struggle, by the 
concurrent force of the main Carthaginian army. Dionysius and 
his mercenaries, coming up later still, found that the moment for 
attack had passed altogether, and returned back into the city with• 
out fighting at all. · 

Whether the plan or the execution was here at fault, - or both 
the one and the other, - we are unable certainly to determine. 
There will appear reasons for suRpecting, that Dionysius was not 
displeased at a repulse which should discourage his army, and fur• 
nish an excuse for abandoning Gela. After retiring again within 
the walls, he called together his principal friends to consult what . 
was best to be done. All were of opinion that it was imprudent 
to incur farther hazard for the preservation of the town. Dionysius 
now found himself in the same position as Diokles after the defeat 

1 Diodor. xiii, 109. 
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near Himera, and as Daphnreus and the other Syracusan generals 
before Agrigentum, after the capture of their provision-fleet by the 
Carthaginians. Ile felt constrained to abandon Gela, taking the best 

• 	 means in his power for protecting the escape of the inhabitants. 
Accordingly, to keep the intention of flight secret, he sent a herald 
to lmilkon to solicit a burial-truce for the ensuing day; he also 
set apart a body of two thousand light troops, with orders to make 
noises in front of the enemy throughout the whole night, and to 
keep the lights and fires burning, so as to prevent any suspicion 
on the part of the Carthaginians.I Under cover of these precau
tions, he caused the Geloan population to evacuate their city in 
mass at the commencement of night, while he himself with his 
main army followed at midnight to protect them. All hun-ied for
ward on their march to Syracuse, turning to best account the hours 
of darkness. On their way thither lay Kamarina,-Kamarina the 
immovable,2 as it was pronounced by an ancient oracle or legend, 
yet on that fatal night seeming to falsify the epithet. Not thinking 
himself competent to defend this city, Dionysius forced all the 
Kamarinrean population to become partners in the flight of the 
Geloans. The same heart-rending scene, which has already been 
recounted at Agrigentum and Himera, was now seen repeated on 
the road from Gela to Syracuse: a fugitive multitude, of all ages 
and of both sexes, free as well as slave, destitute and terror-stricken, 
hurrying they knew not whither, to get beyond the reach of a 
merciless enemy. The flight to Syracuse, however, was fortunately 
not molested by any pursuit. At daybreak the Carthaginians, dis
covering the abandonment of the city, immediately rushed in and 
took possession of it. As very little of the valuable property with
in it had been removed, a rich plunder fell into the hands of the 
conquering host, whose barbarous hands massacred indiscriminately 
the miserable remnant left behind: old men, sick, and children, 
unable to accompany a flight so sudden and so rapid. Some of the 
conquerors farther satiated their ferocious instincts by crucifying 
or mutilating these unhappy prisoners.a 

1 Diodor. xiii, ll l. 

! Mi) Ktvei Kaµaptvav, aKtV1JTov 7rep iov,,av

" fntis nunquam concessa moveri 
Apparet Camarina procu!."- Virgil, .lEneid, iii, 701 • 

• Diodor. xiii, 11 l. OiuJeµia yap ~v 7rap' avToic tprnJi:i Tijv UAt'11<0µev<JV, 
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Amidst the sufferings of this distressed multitu<le, however, and 
the compassion of the protecting army, other feelings also were 
powerfully arouse<l. Dionysius, who ha<l been so unmeasure<l and 
so effective in calumniating unsuccessful generals before, was now 
himself exposed to the same arrows. Fierce were the bursts of 
wrath and hatred against him, both among the fugitives and among 
the ariny. He was accused of having betrayed to the Carthagi
nians, not only the army, but also Gela and Kamarina, in order 
that the Syracusans, intimidated by these formidable neighbors so 
close to their boders, might remain in patient servitude under his 
dominion. It was remarked that his achievements for the relief of 
Gela had been unworthy of the large force which he brought with 
him; that the loss sustained in the recent battle had been nowise 
sufficient to compel, or even to excuse, a disgraceful flight; that 
the mercenaries, especially, the force upon which he most relied, 
had not only sustained no loss, but had never been brought into 
action; that while his measures taken against the enemy had thus 
been partial and inefficient, they on their side had manifested no 
disposition to pursue him in his flight, - thus affording a strong 

·presumption of connivance between them. Dionysius was de
nounced as a traitor by all, - except Lis own mercenaries, whom 
he always kept near him for security. The Italiot allies, who had 
made the attack and sustained the main loss during the recent bat
tle, were so incensed against him for having left them thus unsup
ported,. that they retired in a bo<ly, and marched across the centre 
of the island home to Italy. 

But the Syracusans in the army, especially the horsemen, the 
principal persons in the city, had a double ground of anger against 
Dionysius ; partly from his misconduct or supposed treachery in 
this recent enterprise, but still more from the despotism which he 
had just erected over his fellow-citizens. This despotism, having 
been commenced in gross fraud and consummated by violence, was 
now deprived of the only plausible color which it had ever worn, 
since Dionysius had been just as disgracefully unsuccessful against 
the Carthaginians as those other generals whom he had denounced 
and superseded. Determined to rid themselves of one whom they 

al.A.' U.avµrrafJwr; 'Ti:llJ l/TVX1]1CO'TCJV OV(; µ'i:P U.ve<Travpovv, olr; 6' U<popf}TOV(; lrrij
yov v/3petr;. 
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hated at once as a despot and as a traitor, the Syracusan horsemen 
watched for an opportunity .of setting upon Dionysius during the 
retreat, and killing him. But finding him too carefully guarded by 
the mercenaries who always surrounded his person, they went off 
in a body, and rode at their best speed to Syracuse, with the full 
purpose of reestablishing the freedom of the city, and keeping out 
Dionysius. As they arrived before any tidings had been r~ceived 
of the defeat and flight at Gela, they obtained admission without 
impediment into the islet of Ortygia; the primitive interior city, 
commanding the docks and harbor, set apart by the despot for l1is 
own residence and power. They immediately assaulted and plun
dered the house of Dionysius, which they found richly stocked with 
gold, silver, and valuables of every kind. He had been despot but 
a few weeks; so that he must have begun betimes to despoil others, 
since it seems ascertained that his own private property was by no 
means large. The assailants not only plundered his house with all 
its interior wealth, but also maltreated his wife so brutally that she 
afterwards died of the outrage.I Against this unfortunate woman 
they probably cherished a double antipathy, not only as the wife 
of Dionysius, but also as the daughter of Hermokrates. They at 
the same time spread abroad the news that Dionysius had fled 
never to return ; for they fully confided in the disruption which 
they had witnessed among the retiring army, and in the fierce 
wrath which they had heard universally expressed against him.~ 
After having betrayed his army, together with Gela and Kamari
na, to the Carthaginians, by a flight without any real ground of 
necessity (they asserted), - he had been exposed, disgraced, and 
forced to flee in reality, before the just displeasure of his own 
awakened fellow-citizens. Syracuse was now free ; and might, on 
the morrow, reconstitute formally her popular government. 

Had these Syracusans taken any reasonable precautions against 
adverse possibilities, their assurances would probably have proved 
correct. The career of Dionysius would here have ended. But 
while they abandoned themselves to the plunder of his house and 
brutal outrage against his wife, they were so rashly confident in his 
supposed irretrievable ruin, and in their own mastery of the insu
lar portion of the city, that they neglected to guard the gate of 

1 Diodor. xiii, 112; xiv, 44. Plutarch, Dion. c. 3. 
1 Diodor. xiii, 112. 
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!Achradina (the outer city) against his reentry. The energy and 
promptitude of Dionysius proved too much for them. Informed of 
their secession from the army, and well knowing their sentiments, 
he immediately divined their projects, and saw that he could only 
defeat them by audacity and suddenness of attack. Accordingly, 
putting himself at the head of his best and most devoted soldiers, 
-one 'hundred horsemen and six hundred foot,-he left his army 
and proceeded by a forced march to Syracuse; a distance of about 
four hundred stadia, or about forty-five English miles. He arrived 
there about midnight, and presented himself, not at the gate of Or
tygia, which he had probably ascertained to be in possession of his 
enemies, but at that of Achradina; which latter (as has been 
already mentioned) formed a separate fortification from Ortygia, 
with the Nekropolis between them.I Though the gate was shut, 
be presently discovered it to be unguarded, and was enabled to 
apply to it some reeds gathered in the marshes on his road, so as 
to set it on fire and burn it. So eager had he been for celerity of 
progress, that at the moment when he reached the gate, a part 
only of his division were with him. But as the rest arrived while 
the flames were doing their work, he entered, with the whole body, 
into Achradina or the outer city. Marching rapidly through the 
streets, he became master, without resistance, of all this portion of 
the city, and of the agora, or market-place, which formed its chief 
open space. His principal enemies, astounded by this alarming 
news, hastened out of Ortygia into Achradina, and tried to occupy 
the agora. But they found it already in possession of Dionysius; 
and being themselves very few in number, having taken no time 
to get together any considerable armed body, they were overpow
ered and slain by his mercenaries. Dionysius was thus strong 
enough to vanquish all his enemies, who entered Achradina in 
small and successive parties, without any order, as they came out 
of Ortygia. He then proceeded to attack the houses of those 
whom he knew to be unfriendly to his dominion, slew such as he 
could find within, and forced the rest to seek shelter in exile. The 
great body of the Syracusan horsemen, - who but the evening 
before were masters of the city, and might with common prudence 
have maintained themselves in it, were thus either destroyed or 

Diodor. xiii, 113. 7rapiiv 7rtp1 µiaar vvKTUf 7rp&r rqv 7ruA.11v riir 'A;rpa
otviir •••• du~A.avve otu riJr 'AxpaOiviir, etc. 
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driven into banishment. As exiles they established themselves in 
the town of .lEtna.l 

Thus master of the city, Dionysius was joined on the ensuing day 
by the main body of his mercenaries, and also by the Sicilian allies, 
who had now completed their march. The miserable sufferers 
from Gela and Kamarina, who looked upon him with indignation 
as their betrayer, - went to reside at Leontini; seemingly as com
panions of the original Leontine citizens, who had been for some 
time domiciliated at Syracuse, but who no longer chose to remain 
there under Dionysius. Leontini thus became again an inde
pendent city.2 

Though the disasters at Gela had threatened to ruin Dionysius, 
yet he was now, through his recent victory, more master of Syra
cuse than ever; and had more completely trodden down his oppo
nents. The horsemen, whom he had just destroyed and chased 
away, were for the most part the rich and powerful citizens of Sy
racuse. To have put down such formidable enemies, almost indis
pensable as leaders to any party which sought to rise against him, 
was the strongest of all negative securities for the prolongation of 
his reign. There was no public assembly any longer at Syracuse, 
to which he had to render account of his proceedings at Gela and 
Kamarina, and before which he was liable to be arraigned, - as 
he himself had arraigned his predecessors who had commanded at 
Himera and Agrigentum. All such popular securities he had 
already overridden or subverted. The superiority of force, and in
timidation of opponents, upon which his·· rule rested, were now 
more manifest and more decisive than ever. 

Notwithstanding such confirmed position, however, Dionysius 
might still have found defence difficult, if Imilkon had marched 
on with his victorious army, fresh from the plunder of Gela and 
Kamarina, and had laid energetic siege to Syracuse. From all 

1 Diodor. xiii, ll3. Compare Xenoph. Hellen. i, 3, 5. 
' Xenophon (Hellen. ii, 3, 5) states that" the J,eontines, co-residents at 

Syracuse, revolted to their own city from Dionysius and the Syracusans." 
This migration to Leontini seems a part of the same transnction as what 

Diodorus notices (xiii, ll3 ). Leontini, recognized as independent by the 
peace which speedily followed, is mentioned again shortly afterwards as in
dependent (xiv, 14). It had been annexed to Syracuse before the Athenian 
siege. 
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hazard and alarm of this sort he was speedily relieved, by propo
sitions for peace, which came spontaneously tendered by the Car
thaginian general. Peace was concluded between them, on the 
following terms : 

1. The Carthaginians shall retain all their previous possessions, 
and all their Sikanian dependencies, in Sicily. They shall keep, 
besides, Selinus, Himera, Agrigcntum. The towns of Gela and 
Kamarina may be reoccupied by their present fugitive inhabitants; 
but on condition of paying tribute to Carthage, and destroying 
their walls and fortifications. 

2. The inhabitants of Leontini and l\Iessene, as well as all the 
Sikel inhabitants, shall be independent and autonomous. 

3. The Syracusans shall be subject to Dionysius.1 
4. All the captives, and all the ships, taken on both sides, shall 

be mutually restored. 
Such were the conditions upon which peace was now concluded. 

Though they were extremely advantageous to Carthage, assign
ing to her, either as subject or as tributary, the whole of the south
ern shore of Sicily, - yet as Syracuse was, after all, the great 
prize to be obtained, the conquest of which was essential to the 
security of all the remainder, we are astonished that Imilkon did 
not push forward to attack it, at a moment so obviously promising. 
It appears that immediately after the conquest of Gela and Ka
marina, the Carthaginian army was visited by a pestilential dis
temper, which is said to have destroyed nearly the half of it, and 
to have forbidden future operations. The announcement of this 
event however, though doubtless substantially exact, comes to us 
in a way somewhat confused.2 .And when we read, as one of the 

I Diodor. xiii, 114. 1<al !.vpa1<ov11iovr µ'i:v vrro f.tovfotov Tera;i:i9a1, etc. 

2 Diodor. xiii, 114. 

Diodorus begins this chapter with the words, - t. t 6 rr e p vrr /} r i:i v 


rrpayµarr.JV avay1eat;oµevof 'iµtAl<r.JV, lrreµ..pev eir!.vpl]l<OVaa( 1e1ipv1ea, 
rrapa1eaA.wv rovr firr11µ€vovr otaA.v11a11'9at. 'A11µ€vr.Jf o' vrra1eo"'1avror rov 
f.tovv11iov, riiv elp~v1JV lrrl rofooe li9evro, etc. 

Now there is not the smallest matter of fact either mentioned or indicated 
before, to which the word otorrep can have reference. Nothing is mentioned 
but success on the part of the Carthaginians, and disaster on the part of 
the Greeks; the repulse of the attack made by Dionysius upon the Cartlm
ginian camp, -his retreat and evacuation of Gela and Kamarina, - the 
occupation of Gela by the Carthaginians, - the disorder, mutiny, and par
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articles in the treaty, the express and formal provision that" The 
Syracusans shall be subject to Dionysius,"- we discern plainly, 
that there was also an additional cause for this timely overture, 
so suitable to his interests. There was real ground for those bit~ 
ter complaints against Dionysius, which charged him with having 
betrayed Gela and Kamarina to the Carthaginians in order to 
assure his own dominion at Syracuse. The Carthaginians, in 
renouncing all pretensions to Syracuse and recognizing its auto
nomy, could have no interest in dictating its internal government. 
If they determined to recognize by formal treaty the sovereignty 
as vested in Dionysius, we may fairly conclude that he had pur
chased the favor from them by some underhand service previously 
rendered. In like manner both Hiketas and Agathokies, - the 
latter being the successor, and in so many points the parallel of 
Dionysius, ninety years afterwards,-availed themselves of Car
_thaginian support as one stepping-stone to the despotism of Syra
cuse.I 

The pestilence, however, among the Carthaginian army is said 
to have been so terrible as to destroy nearly the half of their 
numbers. The remaining half, on returning to Africa, either found 
it already there, or carried it with them; for the mortality at and 
around Carthage was not less deplorable than in Sicily.2 

tial dispersion of the army of Dionysius in its retreat, -the struggle with· 
in the walls of Syracuse. There is nothing in all this to which clioTrep can 
refer. But a few lines faPther on, after the conditions of peace have been 
specified, Diodorus alludes to the te1Tible disease ( V11'0 T~~ vocrov) which laid 
waste the Carthaginian army, as if he had mentioned it before. 
_ I find in Niebuhr (Vortrii.ge iiber alte Geschichte, vol. iii, p. 212, 213) the 
opinion expressed, that here is a gap in Diodorus "intentionally disguised in 
the MSS., and not yet noticed by any editor." Some such conclusion seems 
to me unavoidable. Neibuhr thinks, that in the lost portion of the text, it 
.was stated that Imilkon marched on to Syracuse, formed the siege of the 
place, and was there visited with the terrific pestilence to which allusion is 
made in the remaining portion of the text. This also is nowise improbable; 
yet I do not venture to assert it, - since the pestilence may possibly have 
broken out while Imilkon was still at Gela. 

Niebuhr farther considers, that Dionysius lost the battle of Gela through 
miserable generalship, - that he lost it by design, as suitable to his political 
projects, - and that by the terms of the subsequent treaty, he held the ter· 
ritory around Syracuse only under Carthaginian supremacy. 

'.Justin, :x.:x.ii, 2 ; Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 2, 7, 9. 1 Diodor. xiii, 114. 

http:Vortrii.ge
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' It was in the summer of 405 B. c., that this treaty was con
cluded, which consigned all the Hellenic ground on the south of 
Sicily to the Carthaginian dominion, and Syracuse with its popu
lation to that of Dionysius. It was in September or October of 
the same year that Lysander effected his capture of the entire 
Athenian fleet at .1Egospotami, destroyed the maritime ascendency 
and power of Athens, and gave commencement to the Lacedre
monian empire, completed by the actual surrender of Athena 
during the ensuing year. The dekarchies and harmosts, planted 
by Lysander in so many cities of the central Hellenic world, com
menced their disastrous working nearly at the same time as the 
despotism of Dionysius in Syracuse. This is a point to be borne 
in mind, in reference to the coming period. The new position 
and policy wherein Sparta now became involved, imparted to her 
a sympathy with Dionysius such as in earlier times she probably 
would not have felt; and which contributed materially, in a sec
ondary way, to the durability of his dominion, as well by positive 
intrigues of Lacedremonian agents, as by depl"iving the oppressed 
Syracusans of effective aid or countenance from Corinth or other 
partS of Greece.I 

The period immediately succeeding this peace was one of dis
tress, depression, and alarm, throughout all the south of Sicily. 
According to the terms of the treaty, Gela and Kamarina might 
be reoccupied by their fugitive population ; yet with demolished 
walls, -with all traces of previous opulence and comfort effaced 
by the plunderers,-and under the necessity of paying tribute to 
Carthage. The condition of Agrigentum, Selinus, and llimera, 
now actually portions of Carthaginian tel'ritory, was worse; espe
cially Agrigentum, hurled at one blow from the loftiest pinnacle 
of prosperous independence. No free Hellenic territory was any 
longer to be found between Cape Pachynus and Cape Lilybreum, 
beyond the Syracusan frontier. 

Amidst the profound discouragement of the Syracusan mind, the 
withdrawal from Sicily of the terror-striking Carthaginian army 

1 Diodor. xiv, 10. 
The valuable support lent to Dionysius by the Spartans is emphatically 

denounced by Isokrates, Orat. iv, (Panegyric.) s. 145; Orat. viii, (De Pace) 
s. 122. 

VOL. x. 20 
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would be felt as a relief, and would procure credit for Dionysius.1 
It had been brought about under him, though not as a consequence 
of his exploits; for his military operations against !milk.on at 
Gela had been completely unsuccessful (and even worse); and 
the Carthaginians bad suffered no harm except from the pesti
lence. "'While his partisans had thus a plea for extolling him as 
the savior of the city, he also gathered strength in other ways out 
of the recent events. He had obtained a formal recognition of 
his government from the Carthaginians; he had destroyed or ban
ished the chief Syracusan citizens opposed to his dominion, and 
struck terror into the rest ; he had brought back all his mercenary 
troops and guards, without loss or dissatisfaction. He now availed 
himself of his temporary strength to provide precautions for per
petuity, before the Syracusans should recover spirit, or obtain a 
favorable opportunity, to resist. 

His first measure was to increase the fortifications of the islet 
called Ortygia, strengthening it as a position to be held separately 
from Achradina and the remaining city. Ile constructed a new 
wall, provided with lofty turrets and elaborate defences of every 
kind, immediately outside of the mole which connected this· islet 
with Sicily. On the outside of this new wall, he provided conve
nient places for transacting business, porticos spacious enough to 
shelter a considerable multitude, and seemingly a distinct strong 
fort, destined for a public magazine of corn.2 It suited his pur
pose that the trade of the town should be carried on, and the per
sons of the traders congregated, under or near the outer walls of 
his peculiar fortress. As a farther means of security, he also 

1 Plato, while he speaks of Dionysius and Hipparinus on this occasion as 
the saviors of Syra.cuse, does not insist upon extraordinary valor and abil
ity on their parts, but assigns the result mainly to fortune and the favor of 
the gods (Plato, Epistol. viii, p. 353 B.; p. 355 F.). 

His letter is written with a view of recommending a compromise at Sy
racuse, between the party of freedom, and the descendants of Dionysius and 
Hipparinus; he thus tries to set up as good a case as he can, in favor of 
the title of both the two latter to the gratitude of the Syracusans. 

He reluctantly admits how much Dionysius the elder afterwards abused 
the confidence placed in him by the Syracusans (p. 353 C.). 

• That this was the situation of the fortified horre,a publica at Syracuse, 
we see from Livy, xxiv, 21. I think we may presume that they were be
gun at this time by Dionysius, as they form a natural part of his scheme. 
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erected a distinct citadel or acropolis within the islet and behind 
the new wall. The citadel was close to the Lesser Harbor or 
Portus Lakkius. Its walls were so extended as to embrace the 
whole of this harbor, closing it up in such a way as to admit only 
one ship at a time, though there was room for sixty ships within. 
He was thus provided with an almost impregnable stronghold, not 
only securing him against attack from the more numerous popula
tion in the outer city, but enabling him to attack them whenever 
he chose, - and making him master, at the same time, of the 
grand means of war and defence against foreign enemies. 

To provide a fortress in the islet of Ortygia, was one step 
towards perpetual dominion at Syracuse ; to fill it with devoted ad
herents, was another. For Dionysius, the instruments of domin
ion were his mercenary troops and body-guards; men chosen by 
himself from their aptitude to his views, identified with him in 
interest, and consisting in large proportion not merely of foreign
ers, but even of liberated slaves. To these men he now pro
ceeded to assign a permanent support and residence. Ile distri
buted among them the houses in the islet or inferior stronghold, 
expelling the previous proprietors, and permitting no one to reside 
there except his own intimate partisans and soldiers. Their quar
ters were in the islet, while he dwelt in the citadel,-a fortress 
within a fortress, sheltering his own person against the very garri
son or standing army, by means of which he kept Syracuse in 
subjection.l Having provided houses for his soldiers, by extrud
ing the residents in Ortygia, - he proceeded to assign to them a 
comfortable maintenance, by the like wholesale dispossession of 
proprietors, and reappropriation of lands, without. Ile distrib
uted anew the entire Syracusan territory; reserving the best 
lands, and the best shares, for his own friends and for the officers 
in command of his mercenaries,-and apportioning the remain
ing territory in equal shares to all the inhabitants, citizens as well 
as non-citizens. By this distribution the latter became hencefor
ward citizens as well as the former; so far at least, as any man 

1 Diorlor. xh·, i. 
The residence of Dionysius in the acropolis, and the quarters of his mer

cenaries without the acropolis, but still within Ortygia, - are noticetl in 
Plato's account of his visit to the younger Dionysius (Plato, Epistol. vii, p. · 
350; Epist. iii, p. 315 ). 
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could be properly called a citizen under his despotism. Even 
the recently enfranchised slaves became new citizens and proprie
tors as well as the rest.I 

Respecting this sweeping change of property, it is mortifying 
to have no farther information than is contained in two or three 
brief sentences of Diodorus. As a basis for entire redivision of 
lands, Dionysius would find himself already possessed of the pro
perty of those Syracusan Horsemen or Knights whom he had 
recently put down or banished. As a matter of course, their 
property would be confiscated, and would fall into his possession 
for reassignment. It would doubtless be considerable, inasmuch 
as these Horsemen were for the most part wealthy men. From 
this basis, Dionysius enlarged his scheme to the more comprehen
sive idea of a general spoliation and reappropriation, for the bene
fit of his partisans and his mercenary soldiers. The number of 
these last we do not know ; but on an occasion not very long after
wards, the mercenaries under him are mentioned as amounting to 
about ten thousand.2 To ensure landed properties to each of 
these men, together with the monopoly of residence in Ortygia, 
nothing less than a sweeping confiscation would suffice. How far 
the equality of share, set forth in principle, was or could be ad
hered to in practice, we cannot say. The maxim of allowing 
residence in Ortygia to none but friends and partisans, passed 
from Dionysius into a traditional observance for future anti-popu· 
lar governmentS of Syracuse. The Roman consul Marcellus, 
when he subdued the city near two centuries afterwards, prescribed 
the rule of admitting into the islet none but Romans, and of ex
cluding all native Syracusan residcnts.3 

1 Diodor. xiv, 7. Tiir oe x;wpar rijv µ'i:v upforriv t;eA6µevor tclwp~craro roir 
re piAolr Kat TOLi" tf nyeµoviar u:rayµivotr. T ij v o' aA A 1J v t µ i p 'CT e v 
t 7r icr 1J r ~ t v '<' re "at rr o it i T!l, avµrreptAaj3wv ri;J rwv 'l!"OAtrwv bv6µan 
rovr ij/..ev'9epwµevovr ooii/..ovr, ovc lKaAet veorro/..irar. ildowKe Oe Kat rue 
oiKiar role ox;;\.oir, rr/,ijv ri:iv tv r~ Nfrcr<tJ · raiirar o'i: roir piAotr Kat roir µ1
cr'9op6poir tclwp~craro. 'Erret Oe ra Kara rijv rvpavvioa KaAw( EOOKEI Ol<,JK1JKe· 
vat, etc. 

1 Diodor. xiv, 78. 
So also, after the death of the elder Dionysius, Plutarch speaks of his 

military force as having been f3apf3 apwv µvpiavopov </JVAaK~v (Plutarch, 
Dion. c. I 0 ). These expressions however have little pretence to numerical 
accuracy. 3 Cicero in Verrem, v. 321 84; 38, 98. 
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Such mighty works of fortification, combined with so extensive 
a revolution both in property and in domicile, cannot have been 
accomplished in less than a considerable time, nor without provok
king considerable resistance in detail. Nor is it to be forgotten that 
the pecuniary cost of such fortifications must have been very heavy. 
How Dionysius contrived to levy the money, we do not know. 
Aristotle informs us that the contributions which he exacted from 
the Syracusans were so exorbitant, that within the space of five 
years, the citizens had paid into his hands their entire property; that 
is, twenty per cent. per annum upon their whole property.I To 
what years this statement refers, we do not know; nor what was 
the amount of contribution exacted on the special occasion now 
before us. But we may justly infer from it that Dionysius would 
not scruple to lay his hand heavily upon the Syracusans for the 
purpose of defraying the cost of his fortifications; and that the 
simultaneous burthen of large contributions would thus come to 
aggravate the painful spoliation and transfers of property, and the 
still more intolerable mischiefs of a numerous standing army dom
iciled as masters in the heart of the city. Under such circum

. stances, we are not surprised to learn that the discontent among 
the Syracusans was extreme, and that numbers of them were 
greatly mortified at having let slip the favorable opportunity of 
excluding Dionysius, when the Horsemen were actually for a mo
ment masters of Syracuse, before he suddenly came back from 
Gela.2 

Whatever might be the extent of indignation actually felt, there 
could be no concert or manifestation in Syracuse, under a watchful 
despot with the overwhelming force assembled in Ortygia. But a . 
suitable moment speedily occurred. Having completed his fortress 
aµd new appropriation for the assured maintenance of the merce
naries, Dionysius resolved to attempt a conquest of the autonomous 
Sikel tribes in the interior of the island, some of whom had side~ 
with Carthage in the recent war. He accordingly marched out 
with a military force, consisting partly ofhis mercenary troops, part

. 1 AristoteL Politic. v, 9, 4. Kai ;, elapopil rwv rei\wv (rvpavvtKov fort) 
tv 'lrivre yilp fre111v l'lrt Atovv11iov ri)v oiiuiaP {mauav elaev11voxivat uv~i- • 

Patve. 
1 Diodorus, xiv, 7. 
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Iy ofarmed Syracusan citizens under a commander named Dorikus. 
'"\Vhile he was laying siege to the town of Erbessus, the Syracusan 
troops, finding themselves assembled in arms and animated with one 
common sentiment, began to concert measures for open resistance 
to Dionysius. The commander Dorikus, in striving to repress these 
manifestations, lifted up his hand to chastise one ofthe most mutinous 
speakers ;I upon which the soldiers rushed forward in a body to de
fend him. They slew Dorikus, and proclaimed themselves again, 
with loud shouts, free Syracusan citizens; calling upon all their com.. 
rades in the camp to unite against the despot. They also sent a 
message forthwith to the town of JEtna, inviting the immediate 
junction of the Syracusan Horsemen, who had sought shelter there 
in their exile from ·Dionysius. Their appeal found the warmest 
sympathy among the Syracusan sold~ers in the camp, all of whom 
declared themselves decisively against the despot, and prepared for 
every effort to recover tl1eir liberty. 

So rapidly did this sentiment break out into vehement and unani
mous action, that Dionysius was too much intimidated to attempt 
to put it down at once by means of his mercenaries. Profiting by 
the lesson which he had received, after the return march from Gela, 
he raised the siege of Erbessus forthwith, and returned to Syracuse 
to make sure of his position in Ortygia, before his Syracusan enemies 
could arrive there. l\Ieanwhile the latter, thus left full of joy and 
confidence, as well as masters of the camp, chose for their leaders 
those soldiers who had slain Dorikus, and found themselves speed· 
ily reinforced by the Horsemen, or returning exiles from JEtna. 
Resolved to spare no effort for liberating Syracuse, they sent envoys 

. to l\Iessene and Rhegium, as well as to Corinth, for aid ; while 
they at the same time marched with all their force to Syracuse, 
and encamped on the heights of Epipolre. It is not clear whether 
they remained in this position, or whether they were enabled, 
through the sympathy of the population, to possess themselves far
ther of the outer city Achradina, and with its appendages Tycha 
and Neapolis. Dionysius was certainly cut off .from all communi
cation with the country; but he maintained himself in his impreg
nable position in Ortygia, now exclusively occupied by his chosen 

1 Diodor. xiv, 7. Compare an occurrence very similar, at l\Iende in 
Thrace (Thncyd. iv, 130). 
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partisans and mercenaries. If he even continued master of Ach
radina, he must have been prevented from easy communication 
with it. The assailants extended themselves under the walls of Or
tygia, from Epipolre to the Greater as well as the Lesser Harbor.l 
A considerable naval force was sent to their aid from 1.Iessene and 
Rhegium, giving to them the means of blocking him up on the sea
side; while the Corinthians, though they could grant no farther 
assistance, testified their sympathy by sending Nikoteles as adviser.2 
The leaders of the movement proclaimed Syracuse again a free 
city, offered large rewards for the head of Dionysius, and promised 
equal citizenship to all the mercenaries who should desert him. 

Several of the mercenaries, attracted by such offers, as well as 
intimidated by that appearance of irresistible force which charac
terizes the first burst of a popular movement, actually came over 
and were well received. Everything seemed to promise success to 
the insurgents, who, not content with the slow process of blockade, 
brought up battering-machines, and vehemently assaulted the walls 
ofOrtygia. Nothing now saved Dionysius except those elaborate for
tifications which he had so recently erected, defying all attack. And 
even though sheltered by them, his position appeared to be so des
perate, that desertion from Ortygia every day increased. He 
himself began to abandon the hope of maintaining his dominion ; 
discussi~g with his intimate friends the alternative, between death 
under a valiant but hopeless resistance, and safety purchased by a 
dishonorable flight. There remained but one means of rescue: to 
purchase the immediate aid of a body of twelve hundred mer
cenary Campanian cavalry, now in the Carthaginian service, and 
stationed probably at Gela or Agrigentum. His brother-in-law 
Polyxenus advised him to mount his swiftest horse, to visit in per
son the Campanians, and bring them to the relief of Ortygia. But 
this counsel was strenuously resisted by two intimate friends,
Heloris and l\Iegakles, - who both impressed upon him, that the 
royal robe was the only honorable funeral garment, and that, in

. stead of quitting his post at full speed, he ought to cling to it until 
he was dragged away by the leg.3 Accordingly, Dionysius deter
mined to hold out, without quitting Ortygia; sending private en

1 Diodor. xiY, 8. 2 Diodor. xiY, 10. 
3 Diodor. xiv, 8; xx, 78. Isokratcs, Or. vi, (Archidamus) sect. 49. 
It appears that Timreus the historian ascribed this last observation to 
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voys to the Campanians, with promises of large pay if they would 
march immediately to his defence. The Carthaginians were prob-. 
ably under obligation not to oppose this, having ensured to Dio
nysius by special article of treaty the possession of Syracuse. 

To gain time for their arrival, by deluding and disarming the 
assailants, Dionysius affected to abandon all hope of prolonged de
fence, and sent to request permission to quit the city, along ·with 
his private friends and effects. Permission was readily granted 
to him to depart with five triremes. But as soon as this evidence 
of success had been acquired, the assailants without abandoned 
themselves to extravagant joy and confidence, consi<lering Dio
nysius as already subdued, and the siege as concluded. Not merely 
was all farther attack suspended, but the forces were in a great 
measure broken up. The Horsemen were disbanded, by a pro
ceeding alike unjust and ungrateful, to be sent back to JEtna; 
while the hoplites dispersed about tlie country to their various lands 
and properties. The same difficulty of keeping a popular force 
long together for any military operation requiring time, which had 
been felt when the Athenians besieged their usurpers Kylon and 
Peisistratus in the acropolis,1 was now experienced in regard to 
the siege of Ortygia. Tired with the length of the siege, the Syra
cusans blindly abandoned themselves to the delusive assurance 
held out by Dionysius; without taking heed to maintain their force 
and efficiency undiminished, until his promised departure should be 
converted into a reality. In this unprepared and disorderly condi
tion, they were surprised by the sudden arrival of the Campanians,~ 
who, attacking and defeating them with considerable loss, forced 

Philistus ; and Diodorus copies Timreus in one of the passages above re
ferred to, though not in the other. But Philistus himself in his history 
asserted that the observation had been made by another person (Plutarch, 
Dion. c. 35). 

The saying seems to have been remembered and cited long afterwards in 
Syracuse; but cited as haYing been delivered by Dionysius himself, not as 
addressed to him (Livy, xxiv, 22). 

Isokrates, while recording the saying, represents it as having been deliv· 
ered when the Carthaginians were pressing Syracuse hardly by siege; hav· 
ing in mind doubtless the siege or blockade undertaken by Imilkon seven 
years afterwards. But I apprehend this to be a misconception. The story 
seems to suit better to the earlier occasion named by Diodorus. 

1 Herodotus, v, 71; Thucydides, i, 112. 
1 It is said that the Campanians, on their way to Syracuse, passed by 
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their way through to join Dionysius in Ortygia. At the same time, 
a reinforcement of three hundred fresh mercenaries reached him 
by sea. The face of affairs was now completely changed. The 
recent defeat produced among the assailants not only discourage
ment, but also mutual recrimination and quarrel. Some insisted 
upon still prosecuting the siege of Ortygia, while others, probably 
the friends of the recently dismissed Horsemen, declared in favor 
of throwing it up altogether and joining the Horsemen at .lEtna ; 
a resolution, which they seem at once to have executed. Observ
ing his opponents thus enfeebled and torn by dissension, Dionysius 
sallied out and attacked them, near the suburb called Neapolis or 
Newtown, on the south-west of Achradina. He was victorious, 
and forced them to disperse. But he took great pains to prevent 
slaughter of the fugitives, riding up himself to restrain his own 
troops; and he subsequently buried the slain with due solemnity. 
He was anxious by_ these proceedings to conciliate the remainder; 
for the most warlike portion of his opponents had retired to .lEtna, 
where no less than seven thousand hoplites were now assembled 
along with the Horsemen. Dionysius sent thither envoys to invite 
them to return to Syracuse, promising the largest amnesty for the 
past. But it was iii vain that his envoys expatiated upon his re
cent forbearance to'!ards the fugitives and decent interment of the 
slain. Few could be induced to come back, except such as had 
left their wives and families at Syracuse in his power. The larger 
proportion, refusing all trust in his word and all submission to his 
command, remained in exile at ..i'Etna. Such as did return were 
well treated, in hopes of inducing the rest gradually to follow their 
example.l 

Thus was Dionysius rescued from a situation apparently despe
rate, and reestablished in his dominion; chiefly through the rash 
presumption (as on the former occasion after the retreat from Gela), 
the want of persevering union, and the absence of any commanding 
leader, on the part of his antagonists. His first proceeding was to 

Agyrium, and deposited their baggage in the care of Agyris the despot of 
that town (Diodor. xiv, 9). But if we look at the position of Agyrium on 
the map, it seems difficult to understand how mercenaries coming from the 
Carthaginian territory, and in great haste to reach Syracuse, can have 
passed anywhere near to it. 

1 Diodor. xiv, 9. 
VOL. X. 20* 30oc. 
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dismiss the newly-arrived Campanians. For though he had to 
\ thank them mainly for his restoration, he was well aware that they 

were utterly faithless, and that on the first temptation they were 
likely to turn aginst him.I But he a<lopted more efficient means 
for strengthening his dominion in Syracuse, and for guarding against 
a repetition of that danger from which he had so recently escaped. 
He was assisted in his proceedings by a Lacedremonian envoy 
named Aristus, recently despatched by the Spartans for the osten
sible purpose of bringing about an amicable adjustment of parties 
at Syracuse. ·while Nikoteles, who had been sent from Corinth, 
espoused the cause of the Syracusan people, and put himself at 
their head to obtain for them more or less of free government,
Aristus, on the contrary, lent himself to the schemes of Dionysius. 
He seduced the people away from Nikoteles, whom he impeached 
and caused to be slain. Next, pretending himself to act along with 
the people, and to employ the great ascendency of Sparta in de
fence of their freedom,2 he gained their confidence and then 
betrayed them. The despot was thus enabled to strengthen him
self more decisively than before, and probably to take off the effec
tive popular leaders thus made known to him ; while the mass of 
the citizens were profoundly discouraged by finding Sparta enlisted 
in the conspiracy against their liberties. 

Of this renovated tide of success Dionysius took advantage, to 
strike another important blow. During the season of harvest, 

1 Diodor. xiv, 9. The subsequent proceedings of the Campanians justi
fied his wisdom in dismissing them. They went to Entella (a town among 
the dependencies of Carthage, in the south-western portion of Sicily, -
Diod. xiv, 48), where they were welcomed and hospitably treated by the in
habitants. In the night, they set upon the Entellan citizens by surprise, 
put them all to death, married their widows and daughters, and kept pos
session of the town for themselves . 

• Diodor. xiv, 10. 'ArrfoutAav (ol AaKtOatµovtot) "Apt(JTOV, uvopa Tt:!'lo' 
emrflavi:iv, eir 'f.vpaKOV(Jar, r<;> µf:v AOY't' rrpO(J'frOUJvµevot Karal,l'frtiv TQV OVVUO'• 
Tttav, rv o' UA1Jt9£iq, cmevoovrer av~~(Jat TQV nipavvioa. ,jA-m(ov yup uvyKa· 
TQ(JKfVa(ovrer T~V apx~, V'fr~KOOV lqetv rilv t>tOVVulOV Ota rar evepye(Jiar. 
0 o' 'Aptaror KaTa'frAEVuar elr 'f.vpa!Cofoar, Kal T<,J rvpavv<,J A.it9pa rrepl TOV• 

TtJV 0taA-qt9dr, rovr TE 'l:vpa1wvaiovr avMeit.Jv, NtKOTEA1JV TOV Kopivt9tw 
avei:A-ev, arfl11yovµevov TWV 'l:vpaKOVO'itJV. roi!r oe 1rt(JT£Vuavrar rrpooovr TO'lo' 
µev r1'pavvov luxvpilv 1<arfor11(Je, ou} oe Ti/r rrpa;er.u; TOVTTJf aax11µoveiv t7r0l1J• 
aev avrilv aµa Ka~ T~ rrarpicla. Compare xiv, 70. 

http:avMeit.Jv
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while the citizens were busy in the fields, he caused the houses to 
be searched, and seized all the arms found therein. Not satisfied 
with thus robbing his opponents of the means of attack, he farther 
proceeded to construct additional fortifications around the islet of 
Ortygia, to augment his st.anding army of mercenaries, and to build 
fresh ships. Feeling more than ever that his dominion was repug
nant to the Syracusans, and rested only on naked force, he thus 
surrounded himself with precautions probably stronger than any 
other Grecian despot had ever accumulated. He was yet farther 
strengthened by the pronounced and active support of Sparta, now 
at the maximum of her imperial ascendency ;1 and by the presence 
of the mighty Lysander at Syracuse as her ambassador to counte
nance and exalt him.2 The Spartan alliance, however, did not 
prevent him from enrolling among his mercenaries a considerable 
fraction of the JUessenians, the bitter enemies of Sparta; who were 
now driven out of Naupaktus and Kephallenia, with no other pos· 
session left except their arms3-and whose restoration to Pelo
ponnesus by Epaminondas, about thirty years afterwards, has been 
described in a preceding chapter. 

So large a mercenary force, while the people in Syracuse were 
prostrate and in no condition for resistance, naturally tempted Dio
nysius to seek conquest as well as plunder beyond the border. Not 
choosing as yet to provoke a war with Carthage, he turned his 
arms to the north and north-west of the Syracusan territory; the 
Grecian (Chalkidic or Ionic) cities, Na..xus, Katana, and Leontini 
- and the Sikels, towards the centre of Sicily. The three Chal
kidic cities were the old enemies of Syracuse, but Leontini had 
been conquered by the Syracusans even before the Athenian expe
dition, and remained as a Syracusan possession until the last peace 
with the Carthaginians, when it had been declared independent. 
Naxus and Katana had contri>ed to retain their independence 
against Syracuse, even after the ruin of the Athenian armament 
under Nikias. At the head of a powerful force, Dionysius marched· 
out from Syracuse first against the town of l:Etna, occupied by a 
considerable body of Syracusan exiles 'hostile to his dominion. 

1 Diodor. xiv, IO. Kat ril J.ot1ri1 7rapecuceva(tro 7rpot r~v c'unpuJ.ttav Ti/' 
'rl!pavvioor, wr UV lpyotr 1/011 1rtlpav tll.119Jwr, OTL miv V1l'Oµivovutv ol l:vpaKOV• 
utot ;raptv rou µ~ t5ovl.eve1v. 

1 Plutarch, Lysander, c. 2. 3 Diodor. xiv, 34. 
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Though the place was strong by situation,1 yet these men, too fee
ble to resist, were obliged to evacuate it; upon which he proceeded 
to attack Leontini. But on summoning the inhabitants to surren
der, he found his propositions rejected, and every preparation made 
for a strenuous defence ; so that he could do nothing more than 
plunder the territory around, and then advanced onward into the 
interior Sikel territory, towards Enna and Erbita. But his march 
in this direction was little more than a feint, for the purpose of 
masking his real views upon Naxus and Katana, with both which 
cities he had already opened intrigues. Arkesilaus, general of 
Katana, and Prokles, general of Naxus, were both carrying on 
corrupt negotiations for the purpose of selling to him the liberty 
of their native cities. Until the negotiations were completed, Dio
nysius wished to appear as if turning his arms elsewhere, and 
therefore marched against Enna. Here he entered into conspiracy 
with an Ennrean citizen named Aeimnestus, whom he instigated 
to seize the sceptre of his native town,-by promises of assistance, 
on condition of being himself admitted afterwards. Aeimnestus 
made the attempt and succeeded, but did not fulfil his engagement 
to Dionysius; who resented this proceeding so vehemently, that 
he assisted the Ennreans in putting down Aeimnestus, delivered 
him as prisoner into their hands, and then retired, satisfied with 
such revenge, without farther meddling. Ile next marched against 
Erbita, before which he passed his time with little or no result, 
until the bribes promised at Naxus and Katana had taken effect. 
At length the terms were fully settled. Dionysius was admitted 
at night by Arkesilaus into Katana, seized the city, disarmed the 
inhabitants, and planted there a powerful garrison. Naxus was next 
put into his hands, by the like corruption on the part of Prokles ; 
who was rewarded with a large bribe, and with the privilege of 
preserving his kinsmen. Both cities were given up to be plun· 
dered by his soldiers; after which the walls as well as the housca 
were demoli8hed, and the inhabitants sold as slaves. The disman
tled site of Katana was then assigned to a body of Campanian 
mercenaries in the servic'e of Dionysius, who however retained in 
his possession hostages for their fidelity ;2 the site of Naxus to the 
indigenous Sikels in the neighborhood. The:>e captures struck so 

1 Diodor. xh·, 58. • Diodor. xiv, 61. 
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much terror into the Leontines, that when Dionysius renewed his 
attack upon them, they no longer felt competent to resist. He re
quired them to surrender their city, to remove to Syracuse, and 
there to reside for the future as citizens; which term meant, at 
the actual time, as subjects of his despotism. The Leontines obeyed 
the requisition, and their city thus again became an appendage of 
Syracuse.I 

These conquests of Dionysius, achieved mainly by corrupting 
the generals of Naxos and Katana, were of serious moment, and 
spread so much alarm among the Sikels of the interior, that Arch
onides, the Sikel prince of Erbita, tho11ght it prudent to renounce 
his town and soil; withdrawing to a new site beyond the Nebrode 
mountains, on the northern coast of the island, more out of the 
reach of Syracusan attack. Here, with his mercenary soldiers 
and with a large portion of his people who voluntarily accompa
nied him, he founded the town of Alresa.2 

Strengthened at home by these successes abroad, the sanguine 
despot of Syracuse was stimulated to still greater enterprises. 
He resolved to commence aggressive war with the Carthaginians. 
But against such formidable enemies, large preparations were 
indispensable, defensive as well as offensive, before his design 
could be proclaimed. First, he took measures to ensure the de
fensibility of Syracuse against all contingencies. Five Grecian 
cities on the south of the island, one of them the second in Sicily, 
had already undergone the deplorable fate of being sacked by a 
Carthaginian host; a calamity, which might possibly be in reserve 
for Syracuse also, especially if she herself provoked a war, unless 
the most elaborate precautions were taken to render a successful 
blockade impossible. 

Now the Athenian blockade under Nikias had impressed valu
able lessons on the mind of every Syracusan. The city had then 
been well-nigh blocked up by a wall of circumvallation carried 
from sea to sea; which was actually more than half completed, 
and would have been entirely completed, had the original com

1 Diodor. xiv, 15. 
• Diodor. xiv, 16. This Arcbonides may probably have been son of the 

Sikel prince Ar<"honides, who, having taken active part as an ally of Nikias 
and the Athenian invaders against Syracuse, died just before Gylippus 
reached Sicily (Thucyd. vii, l ). 
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mander been Demosthenes instead of Nikias. The prodigious 
importance of the slope of Epipolre to the safety of the city had 
been demonstrated by the most unequivocal evidence. In my 
seventh volume, I have already described the ·site of Syracuse 
and the relation of this slope to the outer city called Achradina. 
Epipolre was a gentle ascent west of Achradina. It was bor
dered, along both the north side and the south side, by lines of 
descending cliff, cut down precipitously, about twenty feet deep in 
their lowest part. These lines of cliff nearly converged at the 
summit of the slope, called Euryalus; leaving a narrow pass or 
road between elevated banks, which communicated with the coun
try both north and west of Syracuse. Epipolre thus formed a 
triangle upon an inclined plane, sloping upward from its base, the 
outer wall of Achradina, to its apex at Euryalus; and having its 
two sides formed, the one by the northern, the other by the south
ern, line of cliffs. This apex formed a post of the highest impor
tance, commanding the narrow road which approached Epipolre 
from its western extremity or summit, and through which alone it 
was easy for an army to get on the declivity of Epipolre, since the 
cliffs on each side were steep, though le~s steep on the northern 
side than on the southern.I Unless an enemy acquired possession 
of this slope, Syracuse could never be blocked up from the north
ern sea at Trogilus to the Great Harbor; an enterprise, which 
Nikias and the Athenians were near accomplishing, because they 
first surprised from the northward the position of Euryalus, and 
from thence poured down upon the slope of Epipolre. I have 
already described, in my seventh volume, how the arrival of Gy
lippus deprived them of superiority in the field, at a time when 
their line of circumvallation was already half finished, - having 
been carried from the centre of Epipolre southward down to Great 
Harbor, and being partially completed from the. same point across 
the northern half of Epipolre to the sea at Trogilus; how he next 
intercepted their farther progress, by carrying out, from the outer 
wall of Achradina, a cross wall traversing their intended line of 
circumvallation and ending at the northern cliff; how he finally 
erected a fort or guard-post on the summit of Euryalus, which he 

See the Dissertation of Saverio Cavallari, - Sur Topographie von 
Syrakus (Gottingen, 1845), p. 22. 

l 
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connected with the cross-wall just mentioned by a single wall of 
junction carried down the slope of Epipolre.l 

Both the danger which Syracuse had then incurred, and the 
means whereby it had been obviated, were fresh in the recollec
tion of Dionysius. Since the Athenian siege, the Syracusans 
may perhaps have preserved the fort erected by Gylippus near 
Euryalus; but they had pulled down the wall of junction, the 
cross-wall, and the outer wall of protection constructed between 
the arrival of Nikias in Sicily and his commencement of the siege, 
enclosing the sacred precinct of Apollo Temenites. The outer 
city of Syracuse was thus left with nothing but the wall of Ach
radina, with its two suburbs or excrescences, Tyche and :Neapo
lis. Dionysius now resolved to provide for Syracuse a protection 
substantially similar to that contrived by Gylippus, yet more com
prehensive, elaborate, and permanent. He carried out an outer 
line of defence, starting from the sea near the port called Trogi.' 
lus, enclosing the suburb called Tyche (which adjoined Achradina 
to the north-west), and then ascending westward, along the brink 
of the northern cliff of Epipolre, to the summit of that slope at 
Euryalus. The two extremities thus became connected together, 
-not as in the time of Gylippus,2 by a single cross-wall carried 
out from the city-wall to the northern cliff, and then joined at an 
angle by another single wall descending the slope of Epipolre 
from Euryalus, but, - by one continuous new line bordering the 
northern cliff down to the sea. And the new line, instead of being 
a mere single wall, was now built under the advice of the best 
engineers, with lofty and frequent tower;; interspersed throughout 
its length, to serve both as means of defence and as permanent 
quarters for soldiers. Its length was thirty stadia (about three 
and a half English miles); it was constructed of large stones 
carefully hewn, some of them four feet in length.3 The quarries 
at hand supplied abundant materials, and for the labor necessary, 
Dionysius brought together all the population of the city and its 
neighborhood, out of whom he selected sixty thousand of the most 

1 See, for a farther exposition of these points, my account of the siege 
of Syracuse by the Athenians, Vol. VII, ch. lix, Ix. 

1 Thucyd. vi, 75. 
3 Diodor. xiv, 18. iii~"'" rtrparrooCJv. The stones may have been cubes 

of four feet; but this docs not certainly appear. 
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effective hands, to work on the wall. Others were ordered to cut 
the stones in the quarry, while six thousand teams of oxen were 
put in harness to draw them to the spot. The work was set out 
by furlongs and by smaller spaces of one hundred feet each, to 
regiments of suitable number, each under the direction of an 
overseer. I 

As yet, we have heard little about Dionysius except acts of 
fraud, violence, and spoliation, for the purpose of establishing his 
own dominion over Syracuse, and aggrandizing himself by new 
conquests on the borders. But this new fortification was a work 
of different import. Instead of being, like his forts and walls in 
Ortygia, a guardhouse both of defence and aggression merely for 
himself' against the people of Syracuse, - it was a valuable pro· 
tection to the people, and to himself along with them, against for
eign besiegers. It tended much to guarantee Syracuse from those 
disasters which had so recently befallen Agrigentum and the other 
cities. Accordingly, it was exceeding popular among the Syra
cusans, and produced between them and Dionysius a sentiment 
of friendship and harmony such as had not before been seen. 
Every man labored at the work not merely with good will, but 
with enthusiasm; while the despot himself' displayed unwearied 
zeal, passing whole days on the spot, and taking part in all the 
hardship and difficulty. He showed himself everywhere amidst 
the mas;:, as an unguarded citizen, without suspicion or reserve, in 
marked contrast with the harshness of his previous demeanor,2 
proclaiming rewards for the best and most rapid workmen; he 
also provided atiendance or relief for those whose strength gave 
way. Such was the emulation thus inspired, that the numbers 
assembled, often toiling by night as well as by day, completed the 
whole wall in the space of twenty days. The fort at Euryalus, 
which formed the termination of this newly-constructed line of 
wall, is probably not to be understood as comprised within so short 
a period of execution ; at least in its complete consummation. 
For the defences provided at this fort (either now or at a later 

1 Diodor. xiv, 18. 
9 Diodor. xiv, 18. Ka&oA.ov oe u:rro&ip.evot; TO rTjt; apx1/t; {3upot;, tOtWT1JV 

aVTOV U1rE0eLKVVE, CtC. 

Compare cap. 45 and cap. 47- µu1oi!vret; ril {3upot; ri/t; rwv 4'01vi1<w11 trr1
Kpaniat;, etc. 
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period) were prodigious in extent as well as elaborate in work
manship ; and the remains of them exhibit, even to modern ob. 
servers, the most complete specimen preserved to us of ancient 
fortification.t To bring them into such a condition must have 
occupied a longer time than twenty days. Even as to the wall, 
perhaps, twenty days is rather to be understood as indicating the 
time required for the essential continuity of its line, leaving tow
ers, gates, etc., to be added afterwards. 

To provide defence for Syracuse against abesieging army, how· 
ever, was only a small part of the extensive schemes of Diony
sius. "What he meditated was aggressive war against the Cartha
ginians; for which purpose, he not only began to accumulate pre· 
parations of every kind on the most extensive scale, but also mod
ified his policy both towards the Syracusans and towards the other 

'Sicilian Greeks. 
Towards the Syracusans his conduct underwent a material 

change. The cruelty and oppression which had hitherto marked 
his dominion was discontinued ; he no longer put men to death, or 
sent them into bani6hment, with the same merciless hand as before. 
In place of such tyranny, he now substituted comparative mild
ness, forbearance, and conciliation.2 "\Vhere the system had be
fore been so fraught with positive maltreatment to many and 
alarm to all, the mitigation of it must have been sensibly as well 
as immediately felt. And when we make present to our minds 
the relative position of Dionysius and the Syracusans, we shall 
see that the evil inflicted by his express order by no means repre
sented the whole amount of evil which they suffered. Ile occu
pied the impregnable fortress of Ortygia, with the entire harbor, 
docks, and maritime means of the city. ';['he numerous garrison 
in his pay, and devoted to him, consisted in great part of barbaric 
or non-Hellenic soldiers and of liberated slaves, probably also non
Hellenic. The Syracusans resident in the outer city and around 
were not only destitute of the means of defensive concert and 

1 According to the testimony of Saverio Caval!ari, the architect uuder 
whose directions the excavations were made in 1839, whereby these remains 
were first fully disclosed (Zur Topographie von Syrakus, p. 21 ). 

• Diodor. xiv, 45. 'Arrerii9ero yap firJ7J ril mKpilv T~< rvpavvirJo,, Ka~ µe
Ta{3a'A'A.6µevo< et< etr/etKetav, tpt/.avi9p(,)7r0Tepov 1/pxe TCJV VtrOreTayµEv(,)V, OUTt 
tp0VeV(,)V1 OVTe tjivyaaa, 7rOtCJv, Ka {1a7r e p e Ic;,,9£ I. 
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organization, but were also disarmed. For these mercenaries 
either pay was to be provided from the contributions of the citi
zens, or lands from their properties; for them, and for other par
tisans also, Dionysius had enforced spoliations and tansfers of land 
and house-property by wholesale.! Now, while the despot him
self was inflicting tyrannical sentences for his own purposes, we 
may be sure that these men, the indispensable instruments of his 
tyranny, would neither of themselves be disposed to respect the 
tranquillity of the other citizens, nor be easily constrained to do so. 
It was not, therefore, merely from the systematic misrule of the 
chief that the Syracusans had to suffer, but also from the inso
lence and unruly appetites of the subordinates. And accordingly 
they would be doubly gainers, when Dionysius, from anxiety to 
attack the Carthaginians, thought it prudent to soften the rigor of 
his own proceedings ; since his example, and in ease of need his• 
interference, would restrict the license of his own partisans. The 
desire for foreign conquest made it now his interest to conciliate 
some measure of good-will from the Syracusans ; or at least to 
silence antipathies which might become embarrassing if they 
broke out in the midst of a war. And he had in this case the 
advantage of resting on another antipathy, powe1ful and genuine 
in their minds. Hating as well as fearing Carthage, the Syracu
sans cordially sympathized in the aggressive schemes of Diony
sius against her; which held out a prospect of relief from the 
tyranny under which they groaned, and some chance of procuring 
a restoration of the arms snatched from them.2 

Towards the Sicilian Greeks, also, the conduct of Dionysius 
was mainly influenced by his anti-Carthaginian projects, which 
made him eager to put aside, or at least to defer, all possibilities 
of war in other quarters. The inhabitants of Rhegium, on the 
Italian side of the Strait of :Messina, had recently manifested a 
disposition to attack him. They were of common Chalkidic ori
gin with Naxos and Katana, the two cities which Dionysius had 
recently conquered and enslaved. Sixteen years before, when the 
powerful Athenian armament visited Sicily with the ostensible 
view of protecting the Chalkidic cities against Syracuse, the Rhe
gines in spite of their fellowship of race, had refused the invita
tion of Nikias 3 to lend assistance, being then afraid of Athens. 

1 Diodor. xiv, 7. 2 Diodor. xiv, 45. a Thucyd. vi, 46. 
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But subsequent painful experience had taught them, that to res
idents in or near Sicily, Syracuse was the more formidable enemy 
of the two. The ruin of Naxus and Katana, with the great ex
tension of Syracusan dominion northward, had filled them with 
apprehension from Dionysius, similar to the fears of Carthage, 
inspired to the Syracusans themselves by the disasters of Agri
gentum and Gela. Anxious to revenge their enslaved kinsmen, 
the Rhegines projected an attack upon Dionysius before his 
power should become yet more formidable; a resolution, in which 
they were greatly confirmed by the ·instigations of the Syracu
san exiles (now driven from lEtna and the other neighboring cit
ies to Rhegium), confident in their assurances that insurrection 
would break out against Dionysius at Syracuse, so soon as any 
foreign succor should be announced as approaching. Envoys 
were sent across the strait to l\Iessene, soliciting cooperation 
against Dionysius, upon the urgent plea that the ruin of Naxus 
and Katana could not be passed over, either in generosity or in 
prudence, by neighbors on either side of the strait. These rep
resentations made so much impression on the generals of l\Iessene, 
that without consulting the public assembly, they forthwith sum
moned the military force of the city, and marched along with the 
Rhegines towards the Syracusan frontier, - six thousand Rhe
gine and four thousand l\Iessenian hoplites, - six hundred Rhc
gine and four hundred l\Iessenian horsemen, - with fifty Rhegine 
triremes. But when they reached the frontiers of the l\Iessenian 
territory, a large portion of the soldiers refused to follow their 
generals farther. A citizen named Laomedon headed the oppo
sition, contending that the generals had no authority to declare 
war without a public vote of the city, and that it was imprudent 
to attack Dionysius unprovoked. Such was the effect of these 
remonstrances, that the l\Iessenian soldiers returned back to their 
city ; while the Rhegines, believing themselves to be inadequate 
to the enterprise single handed, went home also.1 

Apprised of the attack meditated, Dionysius had already led 
his troops to defend the Syracusan frontier. But he now recon
ducted them back to Syracuse, and listened favorably to proposi
tions for peace which speedily reached him, from Rhegium and 

1 Dio<lor. xiv, 40. 



476 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

1\Iessene.t · He was anxious to conciliate them for the present, at 
all price, in order that the Carthaginians, when he came to exe
cute his plans, might find no Grecian allies to cooperate with them 
in Sicily. He acquired an influence in 1\Iessene, by making to 
the city large concessions of conterminous territory; on which 
side of the border, or how acquired, we do not know. He farther 
endeavored to open an intimate connection with Rhegium by mar
rying a Rhegine wife; with which view he sent a formal message 
to the citizens, asking permission to contract such an alliance, ac
companied with a promise to confer upon them important benefits, 
both in territorial aggrandizement and in other ways. After a public 
debate, 'the Rhegines declined his proposition. The feeling in 
their city was decidedly hostile to Dionysius, as the recent de
stroyer of Naxus and Katana; and it appears that some of the 
speakers expressed themselves with contemptuous a..~perity, re
marking that the daughter of the public executioner was the only 
fit wife for him.2 Taken by itself, the refusal would be sufficiently 
galling to Dionysius. But when coupled with such insulting re
marks (probably made in public debate in the presence of his own 
envoys, for it seems not credible that the words should have been 
embodied in the formal reply. or resolution of the assembly 3), it 
left the bitterest animosity; a feeling, which we shall hereafter 
find in full operation. 

Refused at Rhegium, Dionysius sent to prefer a similar request, 
with similar offers, at the neighboring city of Lokri; where it was 
favorably entertained. It is remarkable that Aristotle comments 
upon this acquiescence of the Lokrians as an act of grave impru
dence, and as dictated only by the anxiety of the principal citizens, 
in an oligarchical government, to seek for aggrandizement to them
selYes out of such an alliance. The request would not have been 
granted (Aristotle observes) either in a democracy or in a well
regulated aristocracy. · The marital connection now contracted by 
Dionysius with a Lokrian female, Doris, the daughter of a citizen 
of distinction named Xenetus, produced as an ultimate conse

1 Diodor. xiv, 40. ' Diodor. xiv, 44, 106, 107. 
3 Diodorus, when he first mentions the answer, does not give this remark 

as comprised in it; though he afterwards alludes to it as having been said 
to be (q.aat) so comprised (xix, 44-107). 
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quence the overthrow of the oligarchy of Lokri.l And even 
among the Lokrians, the request was not granted without opposi
tion. A citizen named Aristeides (one of the companions of 
Plato), whose daughter Dionysius had solicited in marriage, re
turned for answer that he would rather see her dead than united 
to a despot. In revenge for this bitter reply, Dionysius caused 
the sons of Aristeides to be put to death.2 

But the amicable relations which Dionysius was at so much 
pains to establish with the Greek cities near the Strait of l\fes
sene, were destined chiefly to leave him free for preparations 
against Carthage ; which preparations he now commenced on a 
gigantic scale. Efforts so great and varied, combined not merely 
with forecast but with all the scientific appliances then available, 
have not hitherto come before us throughout this history. The 
terrible effect with which Hannibal had recently employed his 
battering-machines against Selinus and Himera, stimulated Diony
sius to provide himself with the like implements in greater abun
dance than any Greek general had ever before possessed. He 
collected at Syracuse, partly by constraint, partly by allurement, 
all the best engineers, mechanists, armorers, artisans, etc., whom 
Sicily or Italy could furnish. He set them upon the construction 
of machines and other muniments of war, and upon the manufac
ture of arms offensive as well as defensive, with the greatest pos
sible assiduity. The arms provided were of great variety; not 
merely such as were suitable for Grecian soldiers, heavy or light, 
but also such as were in use among the different barbaric tribes 
around the :l\Iediterranean, Gauls, Iberians, Tyrrhenians, etc., from 
whom Dionysius intended to hire mercenaries; so that every dif
ferent soldier would be furnished, on arriving, with the sort of 
weapon which had become habitual to him. All Syracuse became 
a bustling military workshop, - not only the market-places, por
ticos, palrestrre, and large private houses, but also the fore-cham

l Aristot. Politic. v, 6, 7. 'En Ollt TO rrauar; Tar; apl<ITOKpaTtKllf rro'Atniar; 
o'Atyap;rtKilr; tlvat, µii),/,,ov 'TrAEOVeKTOV(JtV ol yvwp1µ01 • olov Kat iv AaKtoaiµovt 
•lr; Miyovr; al ov<Itat lp;rovTat, Kai l~eurt rrouiv on uv fH/,,wu1 Toir; yvwpiµotr; 
µaJ.Aov, Kat Kl}Oevetv orc,J -{ft/,,ov<Jt, !:.to Kai ~ .AoKpi:Jv 'TrOALTEta arrwAeTO iK 
Tijr; rrpo, t:.wvfotov Kl}Oeiar;- il lv OTJµ01<pariq. OV{( av fytvero, oM' UV iv" 
apt<ITOKpariq, tV µeµtyµtvr;. 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 6. 
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bers and baek-chambers of the various temples. Dionysius dis
tributed the busy multitude into convenient divisions, each with 
some eminent citizen as superintendent. Visiting them in person 
frequently, and reviewing their progress, he recompensed largely, 
and invited to his table, those who produced the greatest amount 
of finished work. As he farther offered premiums .for inventive 
skill, the competition of ingenious mechanists originated several 
valuable warlike novelties; especially the great projectile engine 
for stones and darts, called Catapulta, which was now for the first 
time devised. We are told that the shields fabricated during this 
season of assiduous preparation were not less than one hundred 
and forty thousand in number, and the breast-plates fourteen thou
sand, many of them unrivalled in workmanship, destined for the 
body-guard and the officers. Helmets, spears, daggers, etc., with 
other arms and weapons in indefinite variety, were multiplied in 
corresponding proportion.I The magazines of arms, missiles, 
machines, and muniments of war in every variety, accumulated 
in Ortygia, continued stupendous in amount through the whole 
life of Dionysius, and even down to the downfall of his son.2 

If the preparations for land-warfare were thus stupendous, those 
for sea-warfare were fully equal, if not superior. The docks of 
Syracuse were filled with the best ship-builders, carpenters, and 
artisans; numerous wood-cutters were sent to cut ship-timber on 
the well-clothed slopes of .LEtna and the Calabrian Apennines; 
teams of oxen were then provided to drag it to the coast, from 
'whence it was towed in rafts to Syracuse. The existing naval 
establishment of Syracuse comprised one hundred and ten tri
remes; the existing docks contained one hundred and fifty ship
houses, or covered slips for the purpose either of building or hous
ing a trireme. But this was very inadequate to the conceptions 
of Dionysius, who forthwith undertook the construction of one 
hundred and sixty new ship-houses, each competent to hold two 
vessels,- and then commenced the building of new ships of war 
to the number of two hundred; while he at the same time put all 

1 Diodor. xiv, 42, 43. 
The historian Philistus had described with much minuteness these war

like preparations of Dionysius. Diodorus has probably abridged from him 
(Philisti Fragment. xxxiv, ed. 1Jarx and ed. Didot.) 

' Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 13. 
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the existing vessels and docks into the best state of repair. Here 
too, as in the case of the catapulta, the ingenuity of his architects 
enabled him to stand forth as a maritime inventor. As yet, the 
largest ship of war which had ever moved on the Grecian or 
Mediterranean waters, was the trireme, which was rowed by three 
banks or tiers of oars. It was now three centuries since the first 
trireme had been constructed at Corinth and Samos by the inven
tive skill of the Corinthian Ameinokles : 1 it was not until the 
period succeeding the Persian invasion that even triremes had 
become extensively employed; nor had any larger vessels ever 
been thought of. The Athenians, who during the interval be
tween the Persian invasion and their great disaster at Syracuse 
had stood preeminent and set the fashion in all nautical matters, 
were under no inducement to build above the size of the trireme. 
As their style of manamvring consisted of rapid evolutions and 
changes in the ship's direction, .for the purpose of striking the 
weak parts of an enemy's· ship with the beak of their own, - so, 
if the size of their ship had been increased, her capacity for such 
nimble turns and movements would have been diminished. But 
the Syracusans had made no attempt to copy the rapid evolutions 
of the Athenian navy. On the contrary, when fighting against 
the latter in the confined harbor of Syracuse,2 they had found 
every advantage in their massive build of ships, and straightfor
ward impact of bow driven against bow. For them, the larger 
ships were the more suitable and efficient; so that Dionysius or 
his naval architects, full of ambitious aspirations, now struck out 
the plan of building ships of war with four or five banks of oars 
instead of three ; that is, quadriremes, or quinqueremes, instead 
of triremes. a Not only did the Syracusan despot thus equip a 
naval force equal in number of ships to Athens 1n her best days; 
but he also exhibited ships larger than Athens had ever possessed, 
or than Greece had ever conceived. 

In all these offensive preparations against Carthage, as in the 
previous defences on Epipolre, the spontaneous impulse of the Sy
racusans generally went hand in hand with Dionysius.4 Their 

1 Thucyd. i, 13. 2 Thucyd. vii, 36-62. a Diodor. xiv, 42 . 
• Diodor. xiv, 41. !.vµrrpo~vµov11frwv ol: TWV !.vpa~ovaiwv rff TOV Awvv

aiov rrpoatpfoet, rro~J,~v avve{3atve revfo~at T~V <f>tAOTtµia11 11:ept T~V TWll 
611:'Aw11 1Carac11cev~v. 
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sympathy and concurrence greatly promoted the success of his 
efforts, for this immense equipment against the common enemy. 
Even with all this sympathy, indeed, we are at a loss to under
stand, nor are we at all informed, how he found money to meet so 
prodigious an outlay. 

After the material means for war had thus been completed,
an operation which can hardly have occupied less than two or 
three years, - it remained to levy men. On this point, the ideaa 
of Dionysius were not less aspiring. Besides his own numerous 
standing force, he enlisted all the most effective among the Syra
cusan citizens, as well as from the cities in his dependency. He 
sent friendly addresses, and tried to acquire popularity, among the 
general body of Greeks throughout the island. Of his large fleet, 
one-half was manned with Syracusan rowers, marines, and officers; 
the other half with seamen enlisted from abroad. He farther sent 
envoys both to Italy and to Peloponnesus to obtain auxiliaries, 
with offers of the most liberal pay. From Sparta, now at the 
height of her power, and courting his alliance as a means of per
petuity to her own empire, he received such warm encouragement., 
that he was enabled to enlist no inconsiderable numbers in Pelo
ponnesus; while many barbaric or non-Hellenic soldiers from the 
western regions near the l\Iediterranean were hired also.I He at 
length succeeded, to his satisfaction, in collecting an aggregate 
army, formidable not less from numbers and bravery, than from 
elaborate and diversified equipment. His large and well-stocked 
armory (already noticed) enabled him to furnish each newly-arrived 
soldier, from all the different nations, with native and appropriate 
weapons.2 

"'When all his preparations were thus complete, his last step waa 
to celebrate his nuptials, a few days previous to the active com
mencement of the war. He married, at one and the same time, 
two wives,-the Lokrian Doris (already mentioned), and a Syra
cusan woman named Aristomache, daughter of his partisan Hip
parinus (and sister of Dion, respecting whom much will occur 
hereafter). The first use made of one among his newly-invented 
quinquereme vessels, was to sail to Lokri, decked out in the richest 
ornaments of gold and silver, for the purpose of conveying Doris 

1 Diodor. xiv, 43, 44, 45. 2 Diodor. :s.iv, 41. 
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in state to Ortygia. Aristomache was also brought to his house 
in a splendid chariot with four white horses.l He celebrated his 
nuptials with both of them in his house on the same day ; no one 
knew which bed-chamber he visited first ; and both of them con
tinued constantly to live with him at the same table, with equal 
dignity, for many years. He had three children by Doris, the 
eldest of whom was Dionysius the Younger; and four by Aris
tomache; but the latter was for a considerable time childless ; 
which greatly chagrined Dionysius. Ascribing her barrenness to 
magical incantations, he put to death the mother of his other wife 
Doris, as the alleged worker of these mischievous influences.2 It 
was the rumor at Syracuse that Aristomache was the most beloved 
of the two. But Dionysius treated both of them well, and both 
of them equally; moreover his son by Doris succeeded him, though 
he had two sons by the other. His nuptials were celebrated with 
banquets and festive recreations, wherein all the Syracusan citizens 
as well as the soldiers partook. The scene was probably the more 
grateful to Dionysius, as he seems at this in-Oment, when every 
man's mind was full of vindictive impulse and expected victory 
against Carthage, to have enjoyed a real short-lived popularity, 
and to have been able to move freely among the people; without 
that fear of assassination which habitually tormented his life even 
in his inmost privacy and bedchamber-and that extremity of 
suspicion which did not except either his wives or his daughters.3 

After a few days devoted to such fellowship and festivity, Dio
nysius convoked a public assembly, for the purpose of formally 
announcing the intended war. He reminded the Syracusans that 
the Carthaginians were common enemies to Greeks in general, but 
most of all to the Sicilian Greeks -as recent events but too plainly 
testified. He appealed to their generous sympathies on behalf of 
the five Hellenic cities, in the southern part of the island, which 
had lately undergone the miseries of capture by the generals of 
Carthage, and were still groaning under her yoke. Nothing pre
vented Carthage (he added) from attempting to extend her 
dominion over the rest of the island, except the pestilence under 
which she had herself been suffering in Africa. To the Syracusans 

1 Diodor. xiv, 44; xvi, 6. 1 Plutarch, Dion. c. 3. 
3 Cicero, Tusc. Disp. v, 20, 57-63; Valer. Maxim. ix, l3j Diodor.xiv, 2. 
voL. x. 21 Sloe. 
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this ought to be an imperative stimulus for attacking her at once, 
and rescuing their Hellenic brethren, before she had time to recover.I 

These motives were really popular and impressive. There was 
besides another inducement, which weighed with Dionysius to 
hasten the war, though he probably did not dwell upon it in his 
public address to the Syracusans. He perceived that various Sicil
ian Greeks were migrating voluntarily with their properties into 
the territory of Carthage ; whose dominion, though hateful and 
oppressive, was, at least while untried, regarded by many with less 
terror than his dominion when actually suffered. By commencing 
hostilities at once, he expected not only to arrest such emigration, 
but to induce such Greeks as were actually subjects of Carthage 
to throw off her yoke and join him.2 

Loud acclamations from the Syracusan assembly hailed the 
proposition for war with Carthage ; a proposition, which only con
verted into reality what had been long the familiar expectation of 
every man. And the war was rendered still more popular by the 
permission, which Dionysius granted forthwith, to plunder all the 
Carthaginian residents and mercantile property either in Syra
cuse or in any of his dependent cities. "\Ve are told that there 
were not only several domiciliated Carthaginians at Syracuse, but 
also many loaded vessels belonging to Carthage in the harbor, so 
that the plunder was lucrative.J But though such may have been 
the case in ordinary times, it seems hardly credible, that under the 
actual circumstances, any Carthaginian (person or property) can 
have been at Syracuse except by accident; for war with Carthage 

1 Diodor. xiv, 45. • Diodor. xiv, 41. 
a Diodor. xiv, 46. 
There were also Greeks, nnd seemingly Greeks of some consideration, 

who resided at Carthage, nnd seemed to have continued resident there 
throughout the war between the Carthaginians and Dionysius (Diodor. xiv, 
77). "\Ve should infer, from their continuing to reside there, that the Car
thaginians did not retaliate upon them the plunder now authorized by Dio· 
nysius against their countrymen resident at Syracuse ; and farther, it affords 
additional probability that the number of Carthaginians actually plundered 
at Syracuse was not considerable. 

For instances of intermarriage, and inter-residence, between Carthage 
and Syracuse, see Herodot. vii, 166; Livy, xxiv, 6. 
· Phamician coins have been found in Ortygia, hearing a Phamician in· 
scription signifying The Is"land,- which was the usual denomination of Or· 
tygia (Movers, Die Phonizier, ii, 21 p. 327). 
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had been long announced, not merely in current talk, but in the 
more unequivocal language of overwhelming preparation. Nor is 
it easy to understand how the prudent Carthaginian Senate (who 
probably were not less provided with spies at Syracuse than Dier 
nysius was at Carthage) 1 can have been so uninformed as to be 
taken by surprise at the last moment, when Dionysius sent thither 
a herald formally declaring war; which herald was not sent until 
after the license for private plunder had been previously granted. 
He peremptorily required the Carthaginians to relinquish their 
dominion over the Greek cities in Sicily,2 as the only means of 
avoiding war. To such a proposition no answer was returned, 
nor probably expected. But the Carthaginians were now so much 
prostrated (like Athens in the second or third years of the Peler 
ponnesian war) by depopulation, suffering, terrors, and despondency, 
arising out of the pestilence which beset them in Africa, that they 
felt incompetent to any serious effort, and heard with alarm the 
letter read from Dionysius. There was, however, no alternative, 
so that they forthwith despatched some of their ablest citizens to 
levy troops for the defonce of their Sicilian possessions.a 

The first news that reached them was indeed appalling. Dier 
nysius had marched forth with his full power, Syracusan as well 
as foreign, accumulated by so long a preparation. It was a power, 
the like of which had never been beheld in Greece; greater even 
than that wielded by his predecessor Gelon eighty years before. 
If the contemporaries of Gelon had been struck with awe4 at the 
superiority of bis force to anything that Ilellas could show else
where, as much or more would the same sentiment be felt by those 
who surrounded Dionysius. :More intimately still was a similar 
comparison, with the mighty victor of Himera, present to Dier 
nysius himscl£ Ile exulted in setting out with an army yet more 
imposing, against the same enemy, and for the same purpose of 
liberating the maritime cities of Sicily subject to Carthage ;5 

I Diodor. xiv, 55. Tovro o' iµ'f/xavi}uaro ('lµiA.1<wv) 1rpo, TO µ'f/Oiva ri:iv 
KaraUKO'lrWV arrayyeiAaL rnv KOTa'lrAOVV r'iJ flWVVUt<,J, etc. 

2 Diodor. xiv, 46, 47. 3 Diodor. xiv, 47. 
• Hcrodot. vii, 145. T1/. oi: I'eA.i:ivo, 1rpi}yµara µiyaA.a O..iyero elvat, oMa

µi:iv 'EAA'f/VLKi:iv ri:iv ov 'lrOAAov µi~w. Compare c. 160-162 . 
. 6 Hcrodot. vii, 158. Gclon's speech to the Lacedremonians who come to 

solicit his aid against Xerxe8. 
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cities, whose number and importance had since fearfully aug
mented. 

These subject-cities, from Karriarina on one side of the island' to 
Selinus and Himera on the other, though there were a certain 
number of Carthaginian residents established there, had no effe.c
tive standing force to occupy or defend them on the part of .Car
thage ; whose habit it WM to levy large mercenary hosts for the 
special occasion and then to disband them afterwards. Accordingly, 
as soon as Dionysius with his powerful army passed the Syracusau 
border, and entered upon his march westward along the southern 
coast of the island, proclaiming himself as liberator - the most 
intense anti-Carthaginian manifestations burst forth at once, at 
Kamarina, Gela, Agrigentum, Selin us, and Himera. These Greeks 
did not merely copy the Syracusans in plundering the property of 
all Carthaginians found among them, but also seized their persons, 
and put them to death with every species of indignity and torture. 
A frightful retaliation now took place for the cruelties recently 
committed by the Carthaginian armies, in the sacking of Selinus, 
Agrigentum, and the other conquered cities.I The Hellenic war
practice, in itself sufficiently rigorous, was aggravated into a mer
ciless and studied barbarity, analogous to that which had disfigured 
the late proceedings of Carthage and her western mercenaries. 
These " Sicilian vespers," which burst out throughout all the south 
of Sicily against the Carthaginian residents, surpassed even the 
memorable massacre known under that name in the thirteenth cen
tury, wherein the Angevine knights and soldiers were indeed 
assassinated, but not tortured. Diodorus tells us that the Cartha
ginians learnt from the retaliation thus suffered, a lesson of for
bearance. It will not appear however, from their future conduct, 
that the lesson was much laid to heart ; while it is unhappily cer-

Ailrol cle, lµev Trporepov cle71i'Jivror {3rzp/3aptKoiJ arparov avveTra!faai'Jai, ore 
µot 7rpilr Kapx71cfoviovr veiKor avvfiTrro •••••••• vTroretvovror re rii. J.µ
Tropta avveA.evi'Jepovv, etc. 

Diodor. xiv, 46. Ov µovov yup avrwv Tur ovaiar dthprraaav, uA.A.c~ Kai 
avrovr avA.A.aµf3uvol'rer, 'lruaav aiKiav Kai il(Jpiv tlr TU awµara avrwv arreri
1hvro, µv71µovefovrer i:iv avrol Karil T?)v aixµaA.c.iaiav lTrai'Jov. 'ETrl roaovrov 
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ta.in, that such interchange of cruelties with less humanized neigh
bors, contributed to lower in the Sicilian Greeks that measure of 
comparative forbearance which characterized the Hellenic race 
in its own home. 

Elate with this fury of revenge, the citizens of Karnarina, 
Gela, Agrigentum, and Selinus joined Dionysius on his march 
along the coast. He was enabled, from his abundant stock of 
recently fabricated anris, to furnish them with panoplies and wea
pons ; for it is probable that as subjects of Carthage they had 
been disarmed. Strengthened by all these reinforcements, he 

. mustered a force of eighty thousand men, besides more than three 
thousand ·cavalry; while the ships of war which accompanied him 
along the coast were nearly two hundred, and the transports, with 
stores and battering machines, not less than five Iiundred. With 
this prodigious army, the most powerful hitherto assembled under 
Grecian command, he appeared before the Carthaginian settle
ment of :Motye, a fortified seaport in a little bay immediately north 
of Cape Lilybroum. l 

Of the three principal·establishments of Carthage in Sicily, 
1\fotye, Panormus (Palermo), and Soloeis, - Motye was at once 
the nearest to the mother-city, 2 the most important, and the most 
devoted. It was situated (like the original Syracuse in Ortygia) 
upon a little islet, separated from Sicily by a narrow strait about 
two-thirds of a mile in breadth, which its citizens had bridged 
over by means of a mole, so as to form a regular, though narrow, 
footpath. It was populous, wealthy, flourishing, and distinguished 
for the excellence both of its private houses and its fortifications. 
Perceiving the approach of Dionysius, and not intimidated by the 
surrender of their neighbors and allies, the Elymi at Eryx, who 
did not dare to resist so powerful a force, - the Motyenes put 
themselves in the best condition of defence. They broke up their 
mole, and again insulated themselves from Sicily, in the hope of 
holding out until relief should be sent from Carthage. Resolved 
to avenge upon Motye the sufferings of Agrigentum and Selinus, 
Dionysius took a survey of the place in conjunction with his prin
cipal engineers. It deserves notice, that this is· among the ear
liest sieges recorded in Grecian history wherein we read of a pro

1 Diodor. xiv, 47. 1 Thucyd. vi, 2 ; Pausan. v, 251 3. 
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fessed engineer as being directly and deliberately called on to ad· 
vise the best mode of proceeding. l 

Having formed his plans, he left his admiral Leptines with a 
portion of the army to begin the necessary works, while he him
self with the remainder laid waste the neighboring territory de
pendent on or allied with Carthage. The Sikani and others sub
mitted to him ; but Ankyrre, Solocis, Panormus, Egesta, and En
tella, all held out, though the citizens were confined to their walls, 
and obliged to witness, without being able to prevent, the destruc
tion of their lands. 2 Returning from this march, Dionysius 
pressed the siege of :Motye with the utmost ardor, and with all 
the appliances which his engineers could devise. Having moored 
his transports along the beach, and hauled his ships of war ashore 
in the harbor, he undertook the laborious task of filling up the 
strait (probably of no great depth) which divided l\Iotye from the 
main island; 3 - or at least as much of the length of the strait as 
was sufficient to march across both with soldiers and with batter
ing engines, and to bring them up close against the walls of the 
city. The numbers under his command enabled him to achieve 
this enterprise, though not without a long period of effort, during 
which the Carthaginians tried more than once to interrupt his pro
ceedings. Not having a fleet capable of contending in pitched bat
tle against the besiegers, the Carthaginian general Imilkon tried 
two successive manceuvres. He first sent a squadron of ten ships 
of war to sail suddenly into the harbor of Syracuse, in hopes that 
the diversion thus operated would constrain Dionysius to detach a 
portion of his fleet from l\Iotye. Though the attack, however, 
was so far successful as to destroy many merchantmen in the har
bor, yet the assailants were beaten off without making any more 
serious impression, or creating the diversion intended.4 Imilkon 
next made an attempt to surprise the armed ships of Dionysius, 

I Diodor. xiv, 48. l:J.tovfoio, oe µeru TOJV upxtre/CTOVWJJ 1earau1mpuµevoc 
roil' ro'l!"ov,, etc. 

Artemon the engineer was consulted by Perikles at the siege of Samos 
(Plutarch, Perikles, c. 27). 

1 Diodor. xiv, 48, 49. 
· 3 Diodor. xiv, 49. lxwvvve rilv µera?i> 'l!"opov, 1ca2 ru' µ11xavuc l1e rov 1earil 
Mlyov aµa •v TOV xwµaror; av?fJue1 'l!"poui/yaye roz, reixeui. 

• Diodor. xiv, 50. 
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as they lay hauled ashore in the harbor near Motye. Crossing 
over from Carthage by night, with one hundred ships of war, to 
the Selinuntine coast, he sailed round Cape Lilybreum, and ap
peared at daybreak off :Motye. His appearance took every man 
by surprise. Ile destroyed or put to flight the ships on guard, 
and sailed into the harbor prepared for attack while as yet only 
a few of the Syracusan ships had been got afloat. As the harbor 
was too confined to enable Dionysius to profit by his great superi
ority in number and size of ships, a great portion of his fleet 
would have been now destroyed, had it not been saved by his 
numerous land force and artillery on the beach. Showers of mis
siles, from this assembled crowd as well as from the decks of the 
Syracusan ships, pre"\"ented lmilkon from advancing far enough 
to attack with effect. The newly-invented engine called the cata
pulta, of which the Carthaginians had as yet had no experience, 
was especially effective; projecting large masses to a great dis
tance, it filled them with astonishment and dismay. While their 
progress was tlm;; mTested, Dionysius employed a new expedient 
to rescue his fleet from the dilemma in which it had been caught. 
His numerous soldiers were directed to haul the ships, not down 
to the lrnrbor, but landward, acro3s a level tongue of land, more 
than two miles in breadth, which separated the harbor of J\fotye 
from the outer sea. Wooden planks were laid so as to form a 
pathway for the ships; and in spite of the great size of the newly
eonstructed quadi·iremes and quinqneremes, the strength and ardor 
of the army sufficed for this toilsome effort of transporting eighty 
ships across in one day. The entire fleet, douhle in number to that 
of the Carthaginians, being at length got afloat, Imilkon did not 
venture on a pitched battle, but returned at once back to Africa. I 

Though the citizens of :Motye saw from the walb the mournful 
spectacle of their friends retiring, their courage was nowise 
abated. They knew well that they had no mercy to expect; that 
the general ferocity of the Carthagini_ans in their hour of nctory, 
and especially the cruel treatment of Greek captives even in J\fo.. 
tye itself, would now be retaliated; and that their only chance lay 
in a brave despair. The road across the strait having been at 
length completed, Dionysius brought up his engines and began his 

1 Diodor. xiv, 50; Polyrenus, v, 2, 6. 



HISTORY OF GilEECE. 488 

assault. While the catapulta with its missiles prevented defenders 
from showing themselves on the battlements, battering-rams were 
driven up to shake or overthrow the walls. At the same time 
large towers on wheels were rolled up, with six different stories in 
them one above the other, and in height equal to the houses. 
Against these means of attack the besieged on their side elevated 
lofty masts above the walls, with yards projecting outwards. 
Upon these yards stood men protected from the missiles by a sort 
of breastwork, and holding burning torches, pitch, and other com
bustibles, which they cast down upon the machines of the assail
ants. l\Iany machines took fire in the woodwork, and it was not 
without difficulty that the conflagration was extinguished. After 
a long and obstinate resistance, however, the walls were at length 
overthrown or carried by assault, and the besiegers rushed in, 
imagining the town to be in their power. Ilut the indefatigable 
energy of the besieged had already put the houses behind into a 
state of defence, and barricaded the streets, so that a fresh assault,_ 
more difficult than the first, remained to be undertaken. The tow
ers on wl1eels were rolled near, but probably could not be pushed 
into immediate contact with the houses in consequence of the 
ruins of the overthrown wall which impeded their approach. 
Accordingly the assailants were compelled to throw out wooden 
platforms or bridges from the towers to the houses, and to march 
along these to the attack. But here they were at great disadvan
tage, and suffered severe loss. The 1\Iotycnes, resisting desper
ately, preventetl them from setting firm foot on the houses, slew 
many of them in hand-combat, and precipitated whole companies 
to the ground, by severing or oversetting the platform. For seve
ral days this desperate combat was renewed. Not a step was 
gained by the besiegers, yet the unfortunate l\Iotyenes became 
each day more exhausted, while portions of the foremost houses 
were also overthrown_ Every evenihg Dionysius recalled his 
troops to their night's repose, renewing the assault next morning. 
Having thus brought the enemy into an expectation that the night 
would be undisturbed, he on one fatal night took them by surprise, 
sending the Thurian Archylus with a chosen body of troops to 
attack the foremost defences. This detachment, planting ladders 
and climbing up by means of the half-demolished houses, estab
fahed themselves firmly in a position within the town before re
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sistance could be organized. In vain did the ]l,fotyenes, discover· 
ing the stratagem too late, endeavor to dislodge them. The main 
force of Dionysius was speedily brought up across the artificial 
earth-way to confirm their success, and the town was thus carried, 
in spite of the most gallant resistance, which continued even after 
it had become hopeless.I 

The victorious host who now poured into Motye, incensed not 
merely by the length and obstinacy of the defence, but also by 
antecedent Carthaginian atrocities at Agrigentum and elsewhere, 
gave full loose to the sanguinary impulses of retaliation. They 
butchered indiscriminately men and women, the aged and the chil
dren, without mercy to any one. The streets were thus strewed 
with the slain, in spite of all efforts on the part of Dionysius, who 
desired to preserve the captives that they might be sold as slaves, 
and thus bring in a profitable return. But his orders to abstain 
from slaughter were not obeyed, nor could he do anything more 
than invite the sufferers by proclamation to take refuge in the 
temples; a step, which most of them would probably resort to 
uninvited. Restrained from farther slaughter by the sanctuary of. 
the temples, the victors now turned to pillage. Abundance of 
gold, silver, precious vestments, and other marks of opulence, the 
accumulations of a long period of active prosperity, fell into their 
hands ; and Dionysius allowed to them the full plunder of the 
town, as a recompense for the toils of the siege. He farther dis
tributed special recompenses to those who had distinguished them
selves; one hundred mime being given to Archylus, the leader of 
the successful night-surprise. All the surviving Jl,fotyenes he sold 
into slavery ; but he reserved for a more cruel fate Daimenes and 
various other Greeks who had been taken among them. These 
Greeks he caused to be crucified ;2 a specimen of the Phrenician 
penalties transferred by example to their Hellenic neighbors and 
enemies. 

The siege of Motye having occupied nearly all the summer, 
Dionysius now reconducted his army homeward. He left at the 
place a Sikel garrison under the command of the Syracusan Biton, 
as well as a large portion of his fleet, one hundred and twenty 
ships, under the command of his brother Leptines; who was in· 

1 Diodor. xiv, 51, 52, 53. 1 Diodor. xiv, 53. 
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structed to watch for the arrival of any force from Carthage, and 
to employ himself in besieging the neighboring towns of Egesta 
and Entella. The operations against these two towns however 
bad little success. The inhabitants defended themselves bravely, 
and the Egestamns were even successful, through a well-planned 
nocturnal sally, in burning the enemy's camp, with many horses, 
and stores of all kinds in the tents. Neither of the two towns was 
yet reduced, when, in the ensuing spring, Dionysius himself re
turned with his main force from Syracuse. He reduced the inhab
itants of Halikyre to submission, but effected no other permanent 
conquest, nor anything more than devastation of the neighboring 
territory dependent upon Carthage.I 

Presently the face of the war was changed by the arrival of 
Imilkon from Carthage. Having been elevated to the chief mag
istracy of the city, he now brought with him an overwhelming 
force, collected as well from the subjects in Africa as from Iberia 
and the Western Mediterranean. It amounted, even in the low 
estimate of Timreus, to one hundred thousand men, reinforced 
afterwards in Sicily by thirty thousand more,-and in the more 
ample computations of Ephorus, to tliree hundred thousand foot, 
four thousand horse, four hundred chariots of war, four hundred 
ships of war, and six hundred transports carrying stores and en
gines. Dionysius had his spies at Carthage, 2 even among men 
of rank and politicians, to apprise him of all movements or public 
orders. But Imilkon, to obviate knowledge of the precise point 
in Sicily where he intended to land, gave to the pilots sealed in
structions, to be opened only when they were out at sea, indicat
ing Panormus (Palermo) as the place of rendezvous.a The 
transports made directly for that port, without nearing the land 
elsewhere; while Imilkon with the ships of war approached the 

1 Diodor. xiv, 54. 
Leptines was brother of Dionysius (xiv, 102; xv, 7), though he after

wards married the daughter of Dionysius,- a marriage not condemned by 
Grecian sentiment. 

• Justin, xx, 5. One of these Carthaginians of rank, who, from political 
enmity to Hanno, wrote letters in Greek to communicate information to 
Dionysius, was detected and punished as a traitor. On this occasion, the 
Carthaginian senate is said to have enacted a law, forbidding all citizens to 
learn Greek, - either to write it or to speak it, 

• Diodor. xiv, 54; Polyrenus, v, 10, l· 
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harbor of Motye and sailed from thence along the coast to Panor
mus. Ile probably entertained the hope of intercepting some 
portion of the Syraeusan fleet. But nothing of the kind was 
found practicable; while Leptines on his side was even fortunate 
enough to be able to attack, with thirty triremes, the foremost ves
sels of the large transport-fleet on their voyage to Panormus. 
Ile destroyed no less than fifty of them, with five thousand men, 
and two hundred chariots of war; but the remaining fleet reached 
the port in safety, and were there joined by Imilkon with the ships 
of war. The land force being disembarked, the Carthaginian 
general led them to Motye, ordering his ships of war. to accom
pany him along the coast. In his way he regained Eryx, which 
was at heart Carthaginian, having only been intimidated into sub
mission to Dionysius during the preceding year. Ile then attacked 
1\Iotye, which he retook, seemingly after very little resistance. It 
had held out obstinately against the Syracusans a few months be
fore, while in the hands of its own Carthaginian inhabitants, with 
their families and properties around them; but the Sikel garrison 
bad far less motive for stout defenee.1 

Thus was Dionysius deprived of the conquest which had cost 
him so much blood and toil during the preceding summer. ·we 
are surprised to learn that he made no effort to prevent its recap
ture, though he was then not far off, besieging Egesta, - and 
though his soldiers, elate with the successes of the preceding year, 
were eager for a general battle. But Dionysius, deeming this 
measure too adventurous, resolved to retreat to Syracuse. His 
provisions were failing, and he was at a great distance from allies, 
so that defeat would have been ruinous. Ile therefore returned 
to Syracuse, carrying with him some of the Sikanians, whom he 
persuaded to evacuate their abode in the Carthaginian neighbor
hood, promising to provide them with better homes elsewhere. 
1\Iost of them, however, declined his offers; some (among them, 
the Ilalikymans) preferring to resume their alliance with Car
thage. Of the recent acquisitions nothing now remained to 
Dionysius beyond the Selinuntine boundary ; but Gela, Kama
rina, Agrigentum, and Selinus had been emancipated from Car
thage, and were still in a state of dependent alliance with him ; 

1 Diodor. xiv, 55. 
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a result of moment,-yet seemingly very inadequate to the im.: 
mense warlike preparations whereby it had been attained. 
"Whether he exercised a wise discretion in declining to fight the 
Carthaginians, we have not sufficient information to determine. 
But his army appear to have been dissatisfied with it, and it was 
among the causes of the outbreak against him shortly afterwards 
at Syracuse.I 

Thus left master of the country, Imilkon, instead of trying to 
reconquer Selinus and Ilimera, which had probably been impov
erished by recent misfortunes,-resolved to turn his arms against 
l\Iessene in the north-east of the island; a city as yet fresh and 
untouched, - so little prepared for attack that its walls were not 
in good repair, - and moreover at the present moment yet farther 
enfeebled by the absence of its horsemen in the army of Diony
sius.2 Accordingly, he marched along the northern coast of Si
cily, with his fleet coasting in the same direction to cooperate with 
him. He made terms with Kephalcedium and Therma, captured 
the island of Lipara, and at length reached Cape PeIOrus, a few 
miles from Messene. His rapid march and unexpected arrival 
struck the l\Iessenians with dismay. l\Iany of them, conceiving 
defence to be impossible against so numerous a host, sent away 
their families and their valuable property to Rhegium or else
where. On the whole, however, a spirit of greater confidence 
prevailed, arising in part from an ancient prophecy preserved 
among the traditions of the town, purporting that the Carthagi
nians should one day carry water in l\lessene. The interpreters 
affirmed that "to carry water" meant, of course, "to be a slave," 
-and the Messenians, persuading themselves that this portended 
defeat to Imilkon, sent out their chosen military force to meet him 
at PelOrus, and oppose his disembarkation. The Carthaginian 
commander, seeing these troops on their march, ordered his fleet 
to sail forward into the harbor of the city, and attack it from sea
ward during the ab~ence of the defenders. A north wind so fa

1 Diodor. xiv, 55. 
1 Diodor. xiv, 56, 57. Twv loiwv ltrrrewv lv 'IvpaKofom~ ovTwv, etc....• 

cha TWV 7r£TrTWKOTWV TelXWv eiaf3taaapevot, etc. TU Teix11 KaTatrerrrwKora, 
etc. 

Compare another example of inattention to the state of their walls, on 
the part of the l\fessenians (xix, 65) • . 
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vored the advance of the ships, that they entered the harbor full 
sail, and found the city on that side almost unguarded. The 
troops who had marched out towards Pelorus hastened back, but 
were too late ; I while Imilkon himself also, pushing forward by 
land, forced his way into the town over the neglected parts of the 
wall. J\Iessene was taken; and its unhappy population fled in 
all directions for their lives. Some found refuge in the neighbor
ing cities; others ran to the hill-forts of the l\fessenian territory, 
planted as a protection against the indigenous Sikels; while about 
two hundred of them near the harbor, cast themselves into the 
sea, and undertook the arduous task of swimming across to the 
Italian coast, in which fifty of them succeeded.2 

Though Imilkon tried in vain to carry by assault some of the 
Messenian hill-forts, which were both strongly placed and gal
lantly defended, -yet his capture of l\Iessene itself was an event 
both imposing and profitable. It deprived Dionysius of an impor
tant ally, and lessened his facilities for obtaining succor from Italy. 
But most of all, it gratified the anti-Hellenic sentiment of the Pu
nic general and his army, counterbalancing the capture of l\Iotye 
in the preceding year. Having taken scarce any captives,Imilkon 
had nothing but unconscious stone and wood upon which to vent his 
antipathy. He ordered the town, the walls, and all the buildings, 
to be utterly burnt and demolished; a task which his numerous 
host are said to have executed so effectually, that there remained 
hardly anything but ruins, without a trace of human residence.3 

1 Kleon and the Athenians took Torone by a similar manomvre (Thu
cyd. v, 2). 

• Diodor. xiv, 57. 
3 Diodor. xiv, 58. 'IµiAK(,)V oe rii!.' J\Iecrcrfiv7]!,' Ta TelX'l 1caTaCTKa1/Ja>, rrpocri

Ta;e TOi!,' CTTpartOirat!,' Kara(3a"Aelv Tll!,' olKia!,' el!,' lc!acpor, Kai µfin 1dpaµov, 
µfi{}' VA7]V, µfir' UAAO µ7]oi:v V'lrOAL'lrtiv, UAAU TU µi:v KaraKaiiCTat, TU oi: crovrpi
1/Jat. Taxv <le r'ii rwv crrpartc.>rwv rrol.vxetpii,z A.a(3ovrnv Tow lpyc.>v crovTiAetav,. 
fi 11«JAt1· uyvwcrro!,' ~v, /lr.ov rrporepov avriiv oiKei11{}at crvv€{3atvev. 'Opwv )'Up 
Tov Torrov rro/i/Jw µi:v arro TWV crvµµa;riowv 7r0Atc.>V Kexwptcrµi:vov, ehatporarov 
oe TWV rrepl !.tKeAiav ovra, rrpofip7]TO ovoiv 1%npov, fi T£Af(,)!,' ciot/C7]TOV OtaT7]
peiv, fi ovcrxepij KOL 'lrOA~XPOVLOV TT/V KTlcrLV ovrij!,' )'LVECT'9at. 

'Evarrooei~uµevo!,' ovv To rrpil!.' ToV!.' 'Eililijva!,' µtcro!,' lv T'ii Twv Me<TCT7]viwv 
arvxii,z, etc. 

It would appear, however, that the demolition of Messene can hardly. 
have been carried so far in fact as Imilkon intended; since the city reap· 
pears shortly aftenvards in renewed dignity. 
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He received adhesion and reinforcements from most of the Sikelsl 
of the interior, who had been forced to submit to Dionysius a year 
or two before, but detested his dominion. To some of these Sikels, 
the Syracusan despot had assigned the territory of the conquered 
Naxians, with their city probably unwalled. Ilut anxious as they 
were to escape from him, many had migrated to a point somewhat 
north of N axus, - to the hill of Taurus, immediately over the sea, 
unfavorably celebrated among the Sikel population as being the 
spot where the first Greek colonists had touched on arriving in the 
island. Their migration was encouraged, multiplied, and organized, 
under the auspices of Imilkon, who prevailed upon them to con
struct, upon the strong eminence of Taurus, a fortified post, which 
formed the beginning of the city afterwards known as Taurome
nium.2 J\Iagon was sent with the Carthaginian fleet to assist in 
the enterprise. 

l\.feanwhile Dionysius, greatly disquieted at the capture of l\les
sene, exerted himself to put Syracuse in an effective position of 
defence on her northern frontier. Naxus and Katana being both 
unfortified, he was forced to abandon them, and he induced the 
Campanians whom he had planted in Katana to change their 
quarters to the strong town called .tEtna, on the skirt of the moun
tain so named. He made Leontini his chief position ; strengthen
ing as much as possible the fortifications of the city as well as those 
of the neighboring country forts, wherein he accumulated maga
zines of provisions from the fertile plains around. He had still a 
force of thirty thousand foot and more than three thousand horse ; 
he had also a fleet of one hundred and eighty ships of war,- tri
remes and others. During the year preceding, he had brought out 
both a land force and a naval force much superior to this, even for 
purposes of aggression; how it happened that he could now com
mand no more, even for defence and at home,-or what had be
c-0me of the difference,-,- w.e are not told. Of the one hundred and 
eighty ships of war, sixty only were manned by the extraordinary 
proceeding of liberating slaves. Such sudden and serious changes 
in the amount of military force from year to jear, are perceptible 
among Carthaginians as well as Greeks, -indeed throughout most 
part of Grecian history; - the armies being got together chiefly 

1 Diodor. xiv, 59-76. t Diodor. xiv, 59. 
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for special occasions, and then dismissed. Dionysius farther de
spatched envoys to Sparta, soliciting a reinforcement of a thousand 
mercenary auxiliaries. Having thus provided the best defence 
that he could through the territory, he advanced forward with his 
main land-force to Katana, having his fleet also moving in coope
ration, immediately off shore. 

Towards this same point of Katana the Carthaginians were now 
moving, in their march against Syracuse. Magon was directed to 
coast along with the fleet from Taurus (Tauromenium) to Katana, 
while Imilkon intended himself to march with the land force on 
shore, keeping constantly near the fleet for the purpose of mutual 
support. But his scheme was defeated by a remarkable accident. 
A sudden eruption took place from 1Etna; so that the stream of 
lava from the mountain to the sea forbade all possibility of march
ing along the shore to Katana, and constrained him to make a 
considerable circuit with his army on the land-side of the mountain. 
Though he accelerated his march as much as possible, yet for two 
days or more he was unavoidably cut off from the fleet; which 
under the command of Magon was sailing southward towards 
Katana. Dionysius availed himself of this circumstance to advance 
beyond Katana along the beach stretching northward, to meet 
Magon in his approach, and attack him separately. The Cartha
ginian fleet was much superior in number, consisting of five hundred 
sail in all; a portion of which, however, were not strictly ships of 
war, but armed merchant-men,- that is, furnished with brazen bows 
for impact against an enemy, and rowed with oars. But on the 
other hand, Dionysius had a land-force close at hand to coi\pcrate 
with his fleet; an advantage which in ancient naval warfare counted 
for much, serving in case of defeat as a refuge to the ships, and 
in case of victory as intercepting or abridging the enemy's means 
of escape. l\Iagon, alarmed when he came in sight of the Grecian 
land-force mustered on the beach, and the Grecian fleet rowing up 
to attack him,- was nevertheless constrained unwillingly to accept 
the battle. Leptines,, the Syracusan admiral, -though ordered by 
Dionysius to concentrate his ships as much as possible, in conse
quence of his inferior numbers, - attacked with boldness, and even 
with temerity ; advancing himself with thirty ships greatly before 
the rest, and being apparently farther out to sea than the enemy. 
His bravery at first appeared successful, destroying or damaging 
the headmost ships of the enemy. But their superior numbers 
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presently closed around him, and after a desperate combat, fought 
in the closest manner, ~ip to ship and hand to hand, he was forced 
to sheer off, and to seek escape seaward. His main fleet, coming up 
in disorder, and witnessing his defeat, were beaten also, after a 
strenuous contest. All of them fled, either landward or seaward 
as they could, under vigorous pursuit by the Carthaginian vessels; 
and in the end, no less than a hundred of the Syracusan ships, 
with twenty thousand men, were numbered as taken, or destroyed. 
l\Iany of the crews, swimming or floating in the water on spars, 
strove to get to land to the protection of their comrades. But the 
Carthaginian small craft, sailing very near to the shore, slew or 
drowned these unfortunate men, even under the eyes of friends 
ashore who could render no assistance. The neighboring water 
became strewed, both with dead bodies and with fragments of 
broken ships. As victors, the Carthaginians were enabled to save 
many of their own seamen, either on board of damaged ships, or 
swimming for their lives. Yet their own loss too was severe; and 
their victory, complete as it proved, was dearly purchased. 

Though the land-force of' Dionysius had not been at all engaged, 
yet the awful defeat of his fleet induced him to give immediate 
orders for retreating, first to Katana and afterwards yet farther 
to Syracuse. As soon as the Syracusan army had evacuated the 
adjoining shore, l\Iagon towed all his prizes to land, and there 
hauled them up on the beach; partly for repair, wherever practi
cable, - partly as visible proofs of the magnitude of the triumph, 
for encouragement to his own armament. Stormy weather just 
then supervening, he was forced to haul his own ships ashore also 
for safety, and remained there for several days refreshing the 
crews. To keep the sea under such weather would have been 
scarcely practicable; so that if Dionysius, instead of retreating, 
had continued to occupy the shore with his unimpaired land-force, 
it appears that the Carthaginian ships would have been in the 
greatest danger; constrained either to face the storm, to run back 
a considerable distance northward, or to make good their landing 
against a formidable enemy, without being able to wait for the arri
val of Imilkon.1 The latter, after no very long interval, came up, so 
that the land-force and the navy of the Carthaginians were now 

1 Diodor. xh·, 60, 61. Compare the speech of Theodorus at Syracuse 
afterwards (c. 68), from which we gather a more complete idea of what 
passed after the ha ttlc. 
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.again in cooperation. While allowing his troops some days of re· 
pose and enjoyment of the victory, he sent envoys to the town of 
.lEtna, inviting the Campanian mercenary sol<liers to break with 
Dionysius and join him. Reminding them that their countrymen 
.at Entella were living in satisfaction as a <lependency of Carthage 
(which they had recently testified by resisting the Syracusan inva
sion), he promised to them an accession of territory, and a share 
in the spoils of the war, to be wrested from Greeks who were ene
mies of Campanians not less than of Carthaginians.I The Campa- · 
nians of JEtna would gladly have complied with his invitation, 
and were only restrained from joining him by the circumstance 
that they had given hostages to the despot of Syracuse, in whose. 
army also their best soldiers were now serving. 

:Meanwhile Dionysius, in marching back to Syracuse, found his. 
army grievously discontented. ·withdrawn from the scene of action 
without even using their arms, they looked forward to nothing bet
ter than a ·blockade at Syracuse, full of har<l~hip and privation. 
Accordingly many of them protested against retreat, conjuring him 
to lead them again to the scene of action, that they might either 
assail the Carthaginian fleet in the confusion of landing, or join bat
tle with the advancing land-force under Imilkon. At first, Dio
nysius consented to such change of scheme;. But he was presently 
reminded that unless he hastened back to Syracuse, l\lagon with 
the victorious fleet might sail thither, enter the harbor, and pos
sess himself of the city; in the same manner as Imilkon had 
recently succeeded at l\Iessene. Under these apprehensions he re
newed his original order for retreat, in spite of the vehement pro
test of his Sicilian allies ; who were indeed so incensed that most of 
them quitted him at once. 'Vhich of the two was the wiser plan, we 
have no sufficient means to determine. But the circumstances seem 
not to have been the same as those preceding the capture ofl\Iessene; 
for l\Iagon was not in a condition to move forward at once with the 
:fleet, partly from his loss in the recent action, partly from the 
stormy weather; and might perhaps have been intercepted in the 

Diodor. xiv, 61. Kai Kai90/.ov cle TWV 'EA.A.»v<.>v yivor urrecleiKvve 71'0Al· 
•fLlOV vrrap;rov rwv ul,Al.JV Ufvwv. 

These manifestations of anti-Hellenic sentiment, among the varions 
neighbors of the Sicilian Greeks, are important to notice, though they lll'e 
not often brought before us. 

VOL. X. 32oc. 
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very act of landing, if Dionysius had moved rapidly back to the 
shore. As far as we can judge, it would appear that the complaints 
of the army against the hasty retreat of Dionysius rested on highly 
plausible grounds. He nevertheless persisted, and reached Syra
cuse with his army not only much discouraged, but greatly dimin
ished by the desertion of allies. He lost no time in sending forth 
envoys to the Italian Greeks and to Peloponnesus, with ample 
funds for engaging· soldier11, and urgent supplications to Sparta as 
well as to Corinth.I Polyxenus, his brother-in-law, employed on 
this mission, discharged his duty with such diligence, that he came 
back in a comparatively short space of time, with thirty-two ships 
of war under the command of the Lacedremonian Pharakidas.2 

Meanwhile Imilkon, having sufficiently refreshed his troops 
after the naval victory off Katana, moved forward towards Syra
cuse both with the fleet and the land-force. The entry of his 
fleet into the Great Harbor was ostentatious and imposing ; far 
above even that of the second Athenian armament, when Demos
thenes first exhibited its brilliant but short-lived force. 3 Two 
hundred and eight ships of war first rowed in, marshalled in the 
best order, and adorned with the spoils of the captured Syracusan 
ships. These were followed by transports, five hundred of them 
carrying soldiers, and ane thousand others either empty or bring
ing stores and machines. The total number of vessels, we are 
told, reached almost. two thousand, covering a large portion of the 
Great Harbor. 4 The numerous land-force marched up about the 
same time; Imilkon establishing his head quarters in the temple 
of Zeus Olympius, nearly one English mile and a half from the 
city. I!e presently drew up his forces in order of battle, and ad· 
vanced nearly to the city walls; while his ships of war also, being 

• Diodor. xiv, 61. 
' Diodor. xiv, 63. 
Polyamus (v, 8, 2) recounts a man~uvre of Leptines, practised in hring

iug hack a Lacedremonian reinforcement from Sparta to Sicily on his voy· 
age along the Tarentine coast. Perhaps this may be the Lacedremonian 
division intended. 

1 Thucyd. vii, 42; Plutarch, Nikias, c. 21; Diodor. xiii, 11. 
' Diodor. xiv, 62. 
The text of Diodorus is here so perplexed as to require conjectural al

teration, which Rhodomannus has supplied ; yet not so as to remove all 
that is obscure. The word elu>'hoµevai sti!l remains to be explained or cor
rected. 
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divided into two fleets of one hundred ships each, showed them
selves in face of the two interior harbors or docks (on each side 
of the connecting strait between Ortygia and the main land) 
wherein the Syracusan ships were safely lodged. He thus chal
lenged the Syracusans to combat on both clements; but neither 
challenge was accepted. 

Having by such defiance farther raised the confidence of his 
own troops, he first spread them over the Syracusan territory, and 
allowed them for thirty days to enrich themselves by unlimited 
plunder. Next, he proceeded to establish fortified posts, as essen
tial to the prosecution of a blockade which he foresaw would be 
tedious. Besides fortifying the temple of the Olympian Zeus, he 
constructed two other forts; one at Cape Plemmyrium (on the 
southern entrance of the harbor, immediately opposite to Ortygia, 
where Nikias had erected a post also), the other on the Great 
Harbor, midway between Plemmyrium and the temple of the 
Olympian Zeus, at the little bay called Daskon. He farther en
circled his whole camp, near the last-mentioned temple, with a 
wall; the materials of which were derived in part from the de
molition of the numerous tombs around ; especially one tomb, 
spacious and magnificent, commemorating Gelon and his wife 
Damarete. In these various fortified posts he was able to store 
up the bread, wine, and other provisions which his transports were 
employed in procuring from Africa and Sardinia, for the continu
ous subsistence of so mighty an host. 

It would appear as if Imilkon had first hoped to take the city 
by assault; for he pushed up his army as far as the very walls of 
Achradina (the outer city). He even occupied the open suburb 
of that city, afterwards separately fortified under the name of 
Neapolis, wherein were situated the temples of Demeter and Per
sephone, which he stripped of their rich treasures.1 But if such 

1 Diodor. xiv, 63. Kare/,aj3ero oe Kai ro riir: 'A;rpaoiviir: rrpoaurelov, 11:a~ 
rovr; vtiwr; riir: re ti.*µrirpor; Kai Koprir: fov}.71uw. 

Cicero (in Verrem, iv, 52, 53) distinctly mentions the temples of Deme
ter and Persephone, and the statue of Apollo Temenites, among the char
acteristic features of Neapolis; which proves the identity of Ncapolis with 
what Diodorus calls the suburb of Achradina. This identity, recognized 
by Serra di Falco, Colonel Leake, and other authors, is disputed by Saverio 
Cavallari, on grounds which do not appear to me sufficient. 

See Colonel Leake, notes on Syracuse, pp. 7-10; Cavallari, zur Topo
graphie von Syrakus, p. 20. 
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was his plan, he soon abandoned it, and confined himself to tho 
slower process of reducing the city by famine. His progress in 
this enterprise, however, was by no means encouraging. \Ve 
must recollect that he was not, like Nikias, master of the centre 
of' Epipqlre; able from thence to stretch his right arm southward 
to the Great Harbor, and his left arm northward to the sea at 
Trogilus. As far as we are able to make out, he never ascended 
the southern cliff, nor got upon the slope of Epipolre; though it 
seems that at this time there was no line of wall along the south
ern cliff, as Dionysius had recently built along the northern. 
The position of Imilkon was confined to the Great Harbor. and 
to the low lands adjoining, southward of the cliff of Epipolre; so , 
that the communications of Syracuse with the country around 
remained partially open on two sides,- westward, through the 
Euryalus at the upper extremity of Epipolre, - and northward 
towards Thapsus and l\Iegara, through the Hexapylon, or the 
principal gate in the new fortiiication constructed by Dionysius 
along the northern cliff of Epipolre. The full value was now felt 
of that recent fortification, which, protecting Syracuse both to the 
north and west, and guarding the precious position of Euryalus, 
materially impeded the operations of Imilkon. The city was thus 
open, partially at least, on two sides, to receive supplies by land. 
And even by sea means were found to introduce provisions. 
Though Imilkon had a fleet so much stronger that the Syracusans 
did not dare to offer pitched battle, yet be found it difficult to 
keep such constant watch as to exclude their store-ships, and en
sure the arrival of his own. Dionysius and Leptines went forth· 
themselves from the harbor with armed squadrons to accelerate 
and protect the approach of their supplies ; while several desul
tory encounters took place, both of land-force and of shipping, 
which proved advantageous to the Syracusaus, and greatly raised 
their spirits. 

One naval conflict especially, which occurred while Dionysius 
was absent on his cruise, was of serious moment. A corn-ship 
belonging to Imilkon's fleet being seen entering the Great Harbor, 
the Syracusans suddenly manned five ships of war, mastered it, 
and hauled it into their own dock. To prevent such capture, the· 
Carthaginians from their station sent out forty ships of war; upon 
which the Syracusans equipped their whole naval force, bore down 
upon the forty with numbers decidedly superior, and completely 
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defeated them. They captured the admiral's ship, damaged twen
ty-four others, and pursued the rest to the naval station; in front 
of which they paraded, challenging the enemy to battle. .A.ii the 
challenge was not accepted, they returned to their own dock, tow
ing in their prizes in triumph. 

This naval victory indicated, and contributed much to occasion, 
that turn in the fortune of the siege which each future day still 
farther accelerated. Its immediate effect was to fill the Syracu
san public with unbounded exultation. " ·without Dionysius we 
conquer our enemies; under his command we are beaten ; why 
submit to slavery under him any longer ? " Such was the burst 
of indignant sentiment which largely pervaded the groups and 
circles in the city; strengthened by the consciousness that they 
were now all armed and competent to extort freedom, - since 
Dionysius, when the besieging enemy actually appeared before 
the city, had been obliged, as the less of two hazards, to produce 
and redistribute the arms which he had previously taken from 
them. In the midst of this discontent, Dionysius himself returned 
from his cruise. To soothe the prevalent temper, he was forced 
to convene a public assembly; wherein he warmly extolled the 
recent exploit of the Syracusans, and exhorted them to strenuous 
confidence, promising that he would speedily bring the war to a 
close. 

It is possible that Dionysius, throughout his despotism, may 
have occasionally permitted what were called public assemblies;, 
but we may be very sure, that, if ever convened, they were mere 
matters of form, and that no free discussion or opposition to his 
will was ever tolerated. On the present occasion, he anticipated 
the like passive acquiescence; and after having delivered a speech, 
douLtless much applauded by his own partisans, he was about to 
dbmiss the assembly, when a citizen named Theodorus unexpect
edly rose. Ile was a Horseman or Knight, - a person of wealth 
and station in the city, of high character and established reputa
tion for courage. Gathering boldness from the time and circum
stances, he now stood forward to proclaim publicly that hatred of 
Dionysius, and anxiety for freedom, which so many of his follow
citizens around had been heard to utter privately and were well 
known to feel.I 

1 Diodor. xiv, 64. Ov µqv Ii.A.A.a TotovTCo1V My"'v ytvoµevCo1v, ti.iovfoto~ Ka
TiTtA.wue, Kal uvvayaywv t1<1<A.17uiav, lrrijvtL Toi>' :l:vpaKovufov,, Ka' ?rape1<a'A.ei 
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Diodorus in his history gives us a long harangue (whether com
posed by himself, or copied from others, we cannot tell) as pro
nounced by Theodorus. The main topics of it are such as we 
should naturally expect, and are probably, on the whole, genuine. 
It is a full review, and an emphatic denunciation, of the past con
duct of Dionysius, concluding with an appeal to the Syracusans 
to emancipate themselves from his dominion. "Dionysius (the 
speaker contends, in substance) is a worse enemy than the Car
thaginians: who, if victorious, would be satisfied· with a regular 
tribute, leaving us to enjoy our properties and our paternal polity. 
Dionysius has robbed us of both. He has pillaged our temples 
of their sacred deposits. He has slain or banished our wealthy 
citizens, and then seized their properties by wholesale, to be trans
ferred to his own satellites. He has given the wives of these ex
iles in marriage to his barbarian soldiers. He has liberated our 
slaves, and taken them into his pay, in order to keep their mas
ters in slavery. He has garrisoned our own citadel against us, by 
means of these slaves, together with a host of other mercenaries. 
He has put to death every citizen who ventured to raise his voice 
in defence of the laws and constitution. He has abused our con
fidence,-once, unfortunately, carried so far as to nominate him 
general, - by employing his powers to subvert our freedom, and 
rule us according to his own selfish rapacity in place of justice. 
Ile has farther stripped us of our arms ; these, recent necessity 
has compelled him to restore, - and these, if we are men, we 
shall now employ for the recovery of our own freedom.I 

iJappfiv, hrayye/..).oµevor ra;riwr Karn/...foetv TOV Troi..eµov. 'HVIJ o' auroii µi/...
.Mvror ota/...vew ri;v EKKA7J<Ita11, ava<IT<Jr eeoowpor 0 l:vpaKOVcrtor, iv roir lrr
11'EV!1lV evooKtµC>v, Ka2 ooKC>v elvat 7rpaKTtKof, aTrer6/...µ1J<IE 7rep2 ri/r t/...eviJepiar 
rowvrotr ;rpiwa<I{)ai /...6yoir. 

1 Diodor. xiv, 65. Ovror ne, TU µev lepil <IVAq<Iar, TOVf Ve TWV lOtOJTWll 
'll'AOVTOV~ uµa rair TWV KEKTTJµivwv 1/Jvxair a</>e/...6µevor, TOVf olKfrar µ1<I{)ooo
rei fTrL Ti/f TWV Ve!11rOTWV oov/...etaf • •. , 

c. 66. 'H µev yup aKp07r0Atf, oov/...wv 07rAOlf T71povµiv71, Karil ri/r 7rOAEWr 
lmrerei;rt<ITlll. TO oe TWV µ1(1{)0<1>6pwv r.A.i/iJor trr2 oov/...ei~ TWV l:vpaKOV<Ilwll 
~iJpot<ITat. Ka£ Kparel ri/r rr6/...ewr OVK trri<I1Jr f3pa(3ei•wv TO cliKatov, a/.../...il 
µ6vapxor r./...eove?i~ Kpivwv r.purretv r.uvra. Kai vvv µi:v ol TroUµwt {lpaxv 
µipor l;rov<It Tijf ;rwpar• LitOVV<IlOf Oe, mr<IaV 7l"Otq<Iaf ci.va<ITarov, TOif T1JV TV· 
pavvicla uvvav~ov<ILV lOwp~<Iaro • ••••• 

• • • • • • Ka2 7rpor µi:v Kap;r71ooviovr ofo µuxar tv<IT1J<Iaµevor lv lKadpatr 
~TTTJTllt • r.apil oe rolr TroAiTatr 1rl<ITEV{)£lr citra? <Irpar71yiav, evrJiwr a</>efJ.ero 
T~V lA.ev{)epiav. </>OVEVWV µe11 TOVf 7rappTJ<Iiav uyovrar vrrcp TWV v6µwv, <1>vya
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"If the conduct of Dionysius towards Syracuse has been thus 
infamous, it has been no better towards the Sicilian Greeks gen
erally. He betrayed Gela and Kamarina, for his own purposes, 
to the Carthaginians. He suffered Messene to fall into their hands 
without the least help. He reduced to slavery, by gross treach
ery, our Grecian brethren and neighbors of Naxus and Katana; 
transfon-ing the latter to the non-Hellenic Campaniam1, and de
stroying the former. He might have attacked the Carthaginians 
immediately after their landing from Africa at Panormus, before 
they had recovered from the fatigue of the voyage. He might 
have fought the recent naval combat near the port of Katana, 
instead of near the beach north of that town ; so as to ensure to 
our fleet, if worsted, an easy and sure retreat. Had he chosen to 
keep his land-force on the spot, he might have prevented the vic
torious Carthaginian fleet from approaching land, when the storm 
came on shortly after the battle ; or he might have attacked them, 
if they tried to land, at the greatest advantage. He has conducted 
the war, altogether, with disgraceful incompetence; not wishing 
sincerely, indeed, to get rid of them as enemies, but preserving 
the terrors of Carthage, as an indirect engine to keep Syracuse in 
subjection to himself. As long as we fought with him, we have 
been constantly unsuccessful; now that we have come to fight 
without him, recent experience tells us that we can beat the Car
thaginians, even with inferior numbers. 

"Let us look out for another leader (concluded Theodorus), in 
place of a sacrilegious temple-robber whom the gods have now 
abandoned. If Dionysius will consent to relinquish bis dominion, 
let him retire from the city with his property unmolested ; if be 
will not, we are here all assembled, we are possessed of our arms, 
and we have both Italian and Peloponnesian allies by our side. 
The assembly will determine whether it will choose leaders from 
our own citizens, - or from our metropolis Corinth, - or from the 
Spartans, the presidents of all Greece." 

od1wv ell: TOV( Tair OValal( 11poexo1lrnr . /Wl TU( µev TOJV </wyuowv yvvaiKa( 
oi1<frair 1<al µ<."fUUlV av<Jponrot( uvvornit;wv, TWV O/; 7rOAtTlKWV 01!'A<.JV {3apj3u
povr Kat ~evovr 7roti:iv Kvpiovr • ••••• 

c. 67. Ov" aiuxvv6µe&a Tov 7roAEµtov lxovnr i/yeµuva, Tov Ta 1<aTil ri]v 
w6A.tv itpil UtUVATJl<OTa ; 

c. 69. !lt67rep frepov fiyeµ6va t:TJTTJTiov, i'mwr µi) Tov ueUVATJKOTa Tovr Tw~ 
<Jewv vaovr aTpaTTJyi>v lxovrer iv T</J 7ro°Aeµftl, <Jeoµa;rwµev • ••••• 

http:01!'A<.JV
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Such are the main points of the long harangue ascribed to 
Theodorus; the first occasion, for many years, on which the voice 
of free speech had been heard publicly in Syracuse. Among the 
charges advanced against Dionysius, which go to impeach his 
ma~mer of carrying on the war against the Carthaginians, there 
are several which we can neither admit nor reject, from our insuffi
cient knowledge of the facts. But the enormities ascribed to him 
in his dealing with the Syracusans, - the fraud, violence, spolia
tion, and bloodshed, whereby he had first acquired, and afterwards 
upheld, his clominion over them, - these are assertions of matters 
of fact, which coincide in the main with the previous narrative of 
Diodorus, and which we have no ground for contesting. 

Hailed by the assembly with great sympathy and acclamation, 
this harangue seriously alarmed Dionysius. In his concluding 
words, Theodorus had invoked the protection of Corinth as well 
as of Sparta, against the despot, whom with such signal courage 
he had thus ventured publicly to arraign. Corinthians as well as 
Spartans were now lending aid in the defence, under the com
mand of Pharakidas. That Spartan officer came forward to 
speak next after Theodorus. Among various other sentiments of 
traditional respect towards Sparta, there still prevailed a remnant 
of the belief that she was adverse to despots; as she really had 
once been, at an earlier period of her history. l Hence the Syra
cusans hoped, and even expected, that Pharakidas would second 
the protest of Theodorus, and stand forward as champion of free
dom to the first Grecian city in Sicily. 2 Bitterly indeed were 
they disappointed. Dionysius had established with Pharakidas 
relations as friendly as those of the Thirty tyrants at Athens with 
Kallibius the Lacedremonian harmost in the acropolis. 3 Accord
ingly Pharakidas in his speech not only discountenanced the pro
position just made, but declared himself emphatically in favor of 
the despot; intimating that he had been sent to aid the Syracu
sans and Dionysius against the Carthaginians, - not to put down 

1 Thncyd. i, 18; IIerodot. v. 92. 
~ Diodor. xiv, 70. TotovTOl!: TOV ewowpov X,pl'jaaµivov itoyotr, ol µ'tv 

'!.vpa1<0VatOl µeTi(,)pOt raii: 1/Jvxaii: tyivovro, Kat 7rpoi: TOV!: avµµuxovi: u7ri/3'Ae
'lr0V. <l>apa1<[oov cle roii AaKeoatµovfov vavapxoiivroi: rwv avµµux(,)v, Kat 7ra· 
pe/;{)ovroi: ltrt Til /31/µa, Truvrei: 7rpoaeooK(,)JJ U.pxl'/yov laea{}at Ti/!: l'Aev{)epfoi:. 

8 Diodor. xiv, 70. 'O oe ra 7rpoi: Tilv rvpavvov lx(,)v oiKei(,)i:, etc.; compare 
Xenoph Hellen. ii, 3, 14. 



PHARAKIDAS. 505 

the dominion of Dionysius. To the Syracusans this declaration 
was a denial of all hope. They saw plainly that in any attempt 
to emancipate themselves, they would have against them not 
merely the mercenaries of Dionysius, but also the whole force of 
Sparta, then imperial and omnipotent ; represented on the present 
occasion by Pharakidas, as it had been in a previous year by 
Aristus. They were condemned to bear their chains in silence, 
not without unavailing curses aga!nst Sparta. l\Ieanwhile Diony
sius, thus powerfully sustained, was enabled to ride over the peri
lous and critical juncture. His mercenaries crowded in haste 
around his person, - having probably been sent for, as soon as the 
voice of a free spokesman was heard.l And he was thus enabled 
to dismiss an assembly, which had seemed for one short instant to 
threaten the perpetuity of his dominion, and to promise emanci
pation for Syracuse. 

During this interesting and momentous scene, the fate of Syra
cuse had hung upon the decision of Pharakidas: for Theodorus, 
well aware that with a besieging enemy before the gates, the city 
could not be left without a supreme authority, had conjured the 
Spartan commander, with his Lacedremonian and Corinthian 
allies, to take into his own hands the control and organization of 
the populru· force. There can be little doubt that Pharakidas 
could have done this, if he had been so disposed, so as at once to 
make head against the Carthaginians without, and to restrain, if 
not to put down, the despotism within. Instead of undertaking 
the tutelary intervention solicited by the people, he threw himself 
into the opposite scale, and strengthened Dionysius more than 
ever, at the moment of his greatest peril. The proceeding of 
Pharakidas was doubtless conformable to his instructions from 
home, as well as to the oppressive and crushing policy which 
Sparta, in these days of her unresisted empire (between the vie- • 
tory of lEgospotami and the defeat of Knidus), pursued throughout 
the Grecian world. 

Diodor. xiv, 70. IIapa oe T~V -rrpoaOoKtaV yevoµev111: ri/1: a7ro.puae1.>1;, oE 
µev µ1080.popot avv€0paµov -rrpil1: TOV Ll.toVVatoV, ol oe !.vpaKOVatOt KaTa1rAa
)'EVTt!; r~v fiav;r;iav, eixov, -rrolllla rolr !.r.:apr1um11: K.arapwµevot. Ka~ yap Ti> 
-rrponpov 'Apfr111: oAaKeoaiµovwr (he is called previously .Aristus, xiv, 10), 
avrtllaµ(3avoµivi.>v avrwv Ti/!: Uev8<pia1: eyevero 1rpOOOTT/(. Kat TOTt 41apaii;i-' 
Ila!; EvfoTT/ Tal!; opµal!; TWV !.vpaKOVOllJ11• 
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Dionysius was fully sensible of the danger which he had thus 
been assisted to escape. Under the first impressions'of alarm, he 
strove to gain something like popularity; by a conciliatory lan
guage and demeanor, by presents adroitly distributed, and by in
vitations to his table. Whatever may have been the success of 
such artifices, the lucky turn, which the siege was now taking, was 
the most powerful of all aids for building up his full power 
anew. 

It was not the arms of the Sjracusans, but the wrath of Dem
eter and Persephone, whose temple (in the suburb of Achradina) 
Imilkon had pillaged, that ruined the besieging army before Syra
cuse. So the piety of the citizens interpreted that terrific pesti
lence which now began to rage among the multitude of their ene
mies without. The divine wrath was indeed seconded (as the 
historian informs us I) by physical causes of no ordinary severity. 
The vast numbers of the host were closely packed together; it 
was now the beginning of autumn, the most unhealthy period of 
the year; moreover this summer had been preternaturally hot, 
and the low marshy ground near the Great Harbor, under the 
chill of morning contrasted with the burning sun of noon, was the 
constant source of fever and pestilence. These unseen and irre
sistible enemies fell with appalling force upon the troops of Imil
kon; especially upon the Libyans, or native Africans, who were 
found the most susceptible. The intense and varied bodily suf
ferings of this distemper, - the rapidity with which it spread 
from man to man, - and the countless victims which it speedily 
accumulated, - appear to have equalled, if not surpassed, the 
worst days of the pestilence of Athens in 429 B. c. Care and 
attendance upon the sick, or even interment of the dead, became 
impracticable; so that the whole camp presented a scene of de
plorable agony, aggravated by the horrors and stench of one bun

• dred and fifty thousand unburied bodies.2 	 The military strength 
of the Carthaginians was completely prostrated by such a visita-. 

. I Diodor. xiv, 70. ~VVE1rEAaj3eT9 Oe Ka2 Ty TOV oatµovfov uvµ'/Jopij, TO µv
ptailar elr TabTiJ rJvva{)potrJ{H;vat, Ka2 TO Ti/r C,par elvat rrpor Tar vorJovr lvcp
y6rarov, etc . 

• Diodor. xiv, 71-76. TrEVTEKaloeKa µvptuoar lTreZoov aTu'/Jovr Ota TOV .Mt
µOv rJErJ(,)pevµevovr. 

I give the figure as I find it, without pretending to trust it as anything 
more than an indication of a great number. 
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tion. Far from being able to make progress in the siege, they 
were not even able to defend themselves against moderate energy 
on the part of the Syracusans; who (like the Peloponnesians du
ring the great plague of Athens) were themselves untouched by 
the distemper.I 

Such was the wretched spectacle of the Carthaginian army, 
clearly visible from the walls of Syracuse. To overthrow it by 
a vigorous attack, was an enterprise not difficult; indeed, so sure, 
in the opinion of Dionysius, that in organizing his plan of opera
tion, he made it the means of deliberately getting rid of some 
troops in the city who had become inconvenient to him. Concert
ing measures for a simultaneous assault upon the Carthaginian 
station both by sea and land, he entrusted eighty ships of war to 
Pharakidas and Leptines, with orders to move at daybreak; while 
he himself conducted a body of troops out of the city, during the 
darkness of night; issuing forth by Epipolre and Euryalus (as 
Gylippus had formerly done when he surprised Plemmyrium2), 
and making a circuit until he came, on the other side of the Ana
pus, to the temple of Kyane; thus getting on the land-side or 
south-west of the Carthaginian position. He first despatched his 
horsemen, together with a regiment of one thousand mercenary 
foot-soldiers, to commence the attack. These latter troops had 
become peculiarly obnoxious to him, having several times engaged 
in revolt and disturbance. Accordingly, while he now ordered 
them up to the assault in conjunction with the horse, he at tho 
same time gave secret directions to the horse, to desert their com
rades and take flight. Both his orders were obeyed. The onset 
having been made jointly, in the heat of combat the horsemen 
fled, leaving their comrades all to be cut to pieces by the Cartha
ginians.a "'\Ve have as yet heard nothing abQut difficulties arising 

1 Thucyd. ii, 54. 
·wheu the Roman general Marcellus was besieging Syracuse in 212 n.c., 

R terrific pestilence, generated by causes similar to that of this year, broke 
out. All parties, Romans, Syracusans, and Carthaginians, suffered from it 
considerably; but the Carthaginians worst of all; they are said to have all 
perished (Livy, xxv, 26). 

1 Thucyd. vii, 22, 23. 
3 Diodor. xiv, 72. OvTot O' ~aav ol µur&opopot Ti/J Awvvatc,> 1rapil 'lravrar 

ci.A.~.orpiwrarot, Ka2 1rAeovaKtr a'lroaraaetr Kat Tapaxilr 1rOt0iivrer. ti.u5rrep 6 
µev AtOVVatof roir l1r1rEVl1lV ~v 1rap1JyyEAKWf, orav t;iirrrnvrat rwv 'lrOAeµiwv, 
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to Dionysius from his mercenary troops, on whose arms his do
minion rested; and what we are here told is enough merely to 
raise curiosity without satisfying it. These men are said to have 
been mutinous and disaffected; a fact, which explains, if it does 
not extenuate, the gross perfidy of deliberately inveigling them 
to destruction, while he still professed to keep them under his 
command. 

In the actual state of the Carthaginian army, Dionysius could 
afford to make them a present of this obnoxious division. His own 
attack, first upon the fort of Polichne, next upon that near the 
naval station at Daskon, was conducted with spirit and success. 
While the defenders, thinned and enfeebled by the pestilence, 
were striving to repel him on the land-side, the Syracusan fleet 
came forth from its <locks in excellent spirits and order to attack 
the ships at the station. These Carthaginian ships, though afloat 
and moored, were very imperfectly manned. Before the crews 
could get aboard to put them on their defence, the Syracusan tri
remes and quinqueremes, ably rowed and with their brazen beaks 
well directed, drove against them on the quarter or midships, and 
broke through the line of their timbers. The crash of such impact 
was heard afar off, and the best ships were thus speedily disabled.I 
Following up their success, the Syracusans jumped aboard, over
powered the crews, or forced them to seek safety as they could in 
fliglit. The distracted Carthaginians being thus pressed at the 
same time by sea and by land, the soldiers of Dionysius from the 
land-side forced their way through the entrenchment to the shore, 
where forty pentckonters were hauled up, while immediately near 
them were moored both merchantmen and triremes. The assail
ants set fire to the pentekonters; upon which the flames, rapidly 
spreading under a strong wind, communicated presently to all the 
merchantmen and triremes adjacent. Unable to arrest this terrific 
conflagration, the crews were obliged to leap overboard; while the 
vessels, severed from their moorings by the burning of the cables, 
drifted against each other under the wind, until the naval station 
at Dascon became one scene of ruin. 

Such a volume of flame, though destroying the naval resources 

pevyetv, Ka2 rovr µur&o<J,f;povr ty1wral.111"elv • wv 1rot11auvrwv ril 7rpoara;rt'iw, 
oVrot µ'tv Urravrer KareK07rT}<Jav. 

1 Diodor. xiv, 'i2. Ilavr1J 01: ri:iv t;o;rwrurwv vei:Jv tfpavoµtvwv, ol µ'tv l" 
rl:iv lµ{361.wv avapp11rr6µevat A.aKiJer t;ai<JtoV E11"0lOVVTO 'ljiopov, etc. 

http:l�{361.wv
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of the Carthaginians, must at the same time have driven off the 
assailing Syracusan ships of war, and probably also the assailants 
by land. But to those who contemplated it from the city of Syra
cuse, across the breadth of the Great Harbor, it presented a spec
tacle grtind and stimulating in the highest degree; especially when 
the fire was seen towering aloft amidst the masts, yards, and sails 
of the merchantmen. The walls of the city were crowded with 
spectators, women, children, and aged men, testifying their exulta
tion by loud shouts, and stretching their hands to heaven, - as on 
the memorable day, near twenty years before, when they gained 
their final victory in the same harbor, over the Athenian fleet. 
1\Iany lads and elders, too much excited to remain stationary, 
rushed into such small craft as they could find, and rowed across 
the harbor to the scene of action, where they rendered much ser
vice by preserving part of the cargoes, and towing away some of 
the enemy's vessels deserted but not yet on fire. The evening of 
this memorable day left Dionysius and -the Syracusans victorious 
by land as well as by sea; encamped near the temple of Olympian 
Zeus which had so recently been occupied by Imilkon. Though 
they had succeeded in forcing the defences of the latter both at 
Polichne and at Daskon, and in inflicting upon him a destructive 
defeat, yet they would not aim at occupying his camp, in its in~ 
fected and deplorable condition. 

On two former occasions during the last few years, we have 
seen the Carthaginian armies decimated by pestilence,-near 
Agrigentum and near Gela, - previous to this last and worst ca
lamity. Imilkon, copying the weakness of .Nikias rather than the 
resolute prudence of Demosthenes, had clung to bis insalubrious 
camp near the Great Harbor, long after all hope of reducing Sy
racuse had ceased, and while suffering and death to the most awful 
extent were daily accumulating around him. But the recent de
feat satisfied even him that his position was no longer tenable. 
Retreat was indispensable ; yet nowise impracticable, - with the 
brave men, Iberians and others, in his army, and with the Sikels 
of the interior on his side, - had he possessed the good qualities 
as well as the defects of Nikias, or been capable of anything like 
that unconquerable energy which ennobled the closing days of the 
latter. Instead of taking the best measures available for a retir
ing march, Imilkon despatched a secret envoy to Dionysius, un
known to the Syracusans generally; tendering to him the sum of 



510 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

three hundred talents which yet remained in the camp, on condi
tion of the fleet and army being allowed to sail to Africa unmo
lested. Dionysius would not consent, nor would the Syracusans 
have confirmed any such consent, to let them all escape i but he 
engaged to permit the departure of Imilkon himself with the na
tive Carthaginians. The sum of three hundred talents was ac
cordingly sent across by night to Ortygia ; and the fourth night 
ensuing was fixed for the departure of Imilkon and his Cartha
ginians, without opposition from Dionysius. During that night 
forty of their ships, filled with Carthaginians, put to sea and sailed 
in silence out of the harbor. Their stealthy flight, however, did 
not altogether escape the notice of the Corinthian seamen in Sy
racuse; who not only apprised Dionysius, but also manned some 
of their own ships and started in pursuit. They overtook and 
destroyed one or two of the slowest sailers; but all the rest with 
Imilkon himself, accomplished their flight to Carthage. 

Dionysius, - while he affected to obey the warning of the Co
rinthians, with movements intentionally tardy and unavailing, 
applied himself with earnest activity to act against the forsaken 
army remammg. During the same night he led out his troops 
from the city to the vicinity of their camp. The flight of Imil
kon speedily promulgated, had filled the whole army with aston
ishment and consternation. No command,-no common cause, 
- no bond of union, - now remained among this miscellaneous 
host, already prostrated by previous misfortune. The Sikels in 
the army, being near to their own territory and knowing the roads, 
retired at once, before daybreak, and reached their homes. 
Scarcely had they passed, when the Syracusan soldiers occupied 
the roads, and barred the like escape to others. Amidst the gen
eral dispersion of the abandoned soldiers, some perished in vain 
attempts to force the passes, others threw down their arms and 
solicited mercy. The Iberians alone, maintaining their arms and 
order with unshaken resolution, sent to Dionysius propositions to 
transfer to him their service; which he thought proper to accept, 
enrolling them among his mercenaries. All the remaining host, 
principally Libyans, being stripped and plundered by his soldiers, 
became his captives, and were probably sold as slaves.I 

The heroic efforts of Nikias, to open for his army a retreat in 

• Diodor. xiv, 75. 
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the face of desperate obstacles, had ended in a speedy death as 
prisoner at Syracuse, -yet without anything worse than the usual 
fate of prisoners of war. But the base treason of Imilkon, 
though he insured a safe retreat home by betraying the larger 
portion of his army, earned for him only a short prolongation of 
life amidst the extreme of ignominy and remorse. When he 
landed at Carthage with the fraction of his army preserved, the 
city was in the deepest distress. Countless family losses, inflicted 
by the pestilence, added a keener sting to the unexampled public 
loss and humiliation now fully made known. Universal mourning 
prevailed; all public and private business was suspended, all the 
temples were shut, while the authorities and the citizens met 
Imilkon in sad procession on the shore. The defeated commander 
strove to disarm their wrath, by every demonstration of a broken 
and prostrate spirit. Clothed in the sordid garment of a slave, he 
acknowledged himself as the cause of all the ruin, by his impiety 
towards the gods; for it was they, and not the Syracusans, who 
had been his real enemies and conquerors. He visited all the 
temples, with words of atonement and supplication, - replied to 
all the inquiries about relatives who had perished under the dis
temper, - and then retiring, blocked up the doors of his house, 
where he starved himself to death. 

But the season of misfortune to Carthage was not closed by 
his decease. Her dominion over her Libyan subjects was always 
harsh and unpopular, rendering them disposed to rise against her 
at any moment of calamity. Her recent disaster in Sicily would 
have been in itself perhaps sufficient to stimulate them into insur
rection ; but its effect was aggravated by their resentment for the 
deliberate betrayal of their troops serving under Imilkon, not one 
of whom lived to come back. All the various Libyan subject 
towns had on this matter one common feeling of indignation ; all 
came together in congress, agreed to unite their forces, and formed 
an army which is said to have reached one hundred and twenty 
thousand men. They established their head-quarters at Tunes 
(Tunis), a town within a short distance of Carthage itself, and 
were for a certain time so much stronger in the field, that the Car
thaginians were obliged to remain within their walls. For a mo
ment it seemed as if the star of this great commercial city was 
about to set for ever. The Carthaginians themselves were in the 
depth of despondency, believing themselves to be under the wrath 
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of the goddesses Demeter and her daughter Persephone; who, 
not content with the terrible revenge already taken in Sicily, for 
the sacrilege committed by Imilkon, were still pursuing them into 
Africa. Under the extreme religious terror which beset the city, 
e"llery means were tried to appease the offended goddesses. Had it 
been supposed that the Carthaginian gods had been insulted, expi
ation would have been offered by the sacrifice of human victims, 
- and those too the most precious, such as beautiful captives, or 
children of conspicuous citizens. But on this occasion, the insult 
had been offered to Grecian gods, and atonement was to be made 
according to the milder ceremonies of Greece. The Carthagi
nians had never yet instituted in their city any worship of Deme
ter or Persephone; they now established temples in honor of these 
goddesses, appointed several of their most eminent citizens to be 
priests, and consulted the Greeks resident among them, as to the 
form of worship most suitable to be offered. After having done 
this, and cleared their own consciences, they devoted themselves 
to the preparation of ships and men for the purpose of carrying 
on the war. It was soon found that Demeter and Persephone 
were not implacable, and that the fortune of Carthage was return
ing. The insurgents, though at first irresistible, presently fell into 
discord among themselves about the command. Having no fleet, 
they became straitened for want of provisions, while Carthage 
was well supplied by sea from Sardinia. From these and similar 
causes, their numerous host gradually melted away, and rescued 
the Carthaginians from alarm at the point where they were always 
weakest. The relations of command and submission, between 
Carthage and her Libyan subjects, were established as they had 
previously stood, leaving her to recover slowly from her disastrous 
reverses.I 

But though the power of Carthage in Africa was thus restored, 
in Sicily it was reduced to the lowest ebb. It was long before 
she could again make head with effect against Dionysius, who 
was left at liberty to push his conquests in another direction, 
against the Italiot Greeks. The remaining operations of his 
reign, - successful against the Italiots, unsuccessful against Car
thage, - will come to be recounted in my next succeeding chapter 
and volume. 

1 Diodor. xiv, 77. 
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