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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MCKENNY, W i l l i e  J .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 5 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Machinegunner,  Second 
Squad, Second P l a t o o n ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  c o u l d  r e c a l l  no t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  l e g a l i t y  
o f  o r d e r s  (pg .  2 )  . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  h i s  squad l e a d e r  b r i e f e d  him on 
t h e  o p e s a t i o n  (pg .  3 ) .  There  was n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  hoo tches  o r  of  f o o d s t o c k s  
( p g s *  3 1  4 )  

3. THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a .  A c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  1 6 t h .  

The w i t n e s s  went  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  on t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t .  The doorgunners  w e r e  f i r i n g  t o  clear t h e  a r e a  
(pgs .  5 ,  6 )  , a l t h o u g h  t h e  t r o o p s  d i d  n o t  f i r e  upon l a n d i n g  
(pg. 6 ) .  On l e a v i n g  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone t h e  t r o o p s  moved on  
l i n e  u n t i l  two mines were t r i p p e d ,  a t  which j u n c t i o n  t h e  
t r o o p s  moved around t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h i s  s u s p e c t e d  m i n e f i e l d  
(pgs .  7 ,  9 )  . H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n , a c r o s s  a s m a l l  
r i v e r , r e p o r t i n g  t e n  o r  e l e v e n  k i l l s  (pg .  8 ) .  u n t i l  t h e  
mines were t r i p p e d  and t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t a k e n ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  
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f e l t  they were t o  e n t e r  and sea rch  t h e  l a r g e  v i l l a g e ,  
.My Lai  (1) p g  1 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  
was on s e c u r i t y  around t h e  CP (pgs.  10-12) . I n s t e a d  of 
s ea rch ing  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  the company remained i n  an a r e a  
near  a  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  u n t i l  l a t e r  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  (pg.  1 2 ) .  
He r e c a l l e d  no unusual  occurrences  t h a t  day (pg.  1 4 ) .  H e  
d i d  hea r  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  some i n t e r r o g a t i n g  of VC s u s p e c t s  
(pgs .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  H e  saw t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t o r s  hook 

w i r e s  from a  f i e l d  te lephone  t o  s e n s i t i v e  p a r t s  of t h e  
s u s p e c t ' s  bodies  and shock t h e m  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  g e t  them 
t o  t a l k .  
heard  of  

The e f f o r t  was unsucaes s fu l  (pgs .  1 4 ,  15) . He 
no o t h e r  t o r t u r e  be ing  used (pg. 1 5 ) .  

b.  A c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  17 th .  

The nex t  morning t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  l e d  o f f  o u t  
of t h e  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n ,  fol lowed by t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon  
w i t h  t h e  commacd p o s t  (pg.  1 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  c ros sed  t h e  
b r i d g e  a f t e r  t h e  demol l t lon  men had been c a l l e d  up t o  check 
f o r  mines (pg. 1 7 ) .  By t h e  t i m e  t h e  w i t n e s s  a r r i v e d  a c r o s s  
t h e  b r i d g e  t o  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  a r e a ,  most of t h e  f i r i n g  
had ceased ,  and TAYLOR had been medevacld (pg.  17) . H e  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  ~ i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS and MUNDY t hen  a r r i v e d  on 
a  h e l i c o p t e r  with a LWCV photographer who took a  couple  
of p i c t u r e s  (pgs .  18 ,  1 9 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  
photographer a f t e r  t h i s  (pgs.  19 ,  2 0 ) .  The wi tnes s  observed 
an element of t h e  second p l a toon  f i r i n g  a t  a  VC who f e l l  
a s  i f  s h o t ,  b u t  h i s  body cou5d n o t  be  l o c a t e d  (pg.  21) . The 
p l a toons  s p l i t  up and t h e  w i tnes s  moved wi th  h i s  group down 
t h e  c o a s t  and then  up t h e  c o a s t  burning a l l  hootches and 
v i l l a g e s  as they moved back (pgs .  22, 2 3 ) .  H e  observed 
smoke i n  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  (pg.  24) . H e  could 
r e c a l l  nothing unusual  about  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg.  25) . 

c .  A c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  18 th  and 19 th .  

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  moving i n t o  an a r e a  and 
rounding up some Vietnamese. The t h i r d  p l a toon  joined them 
i .n .  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  25) . He recounted t h a t  a cap tu red  V i e t  
Cong d i r e c t e d  them t o  	a cache,  though it was empty (pgs .  2 6 ,  
3 0 ) .  That  n i g h t  t h e  company was a s s a u l t e d ,  MILUS was k i l l e d ,  
and two d e t a i n e e s  were picked up {pg. 2 8 ) .  One of t h e s e  
was bea t en  and f i e l d  te lephone  w i r e s  were u t i l i z e d  i n  
ques t ion ing  him. This was be ing  done by f i r s t  p l a toon  
members, ARVNIS, and i n t e r p r e t e r s  (pg.  29) . He r e c a l l e d  
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Sergeant  L I A S  swinging a t  t h i s  p r i s o n e r .  Captain  MICHLES,r 
a s  w e l l  as two ARVN i n t e l l i g e n c e  men, were p r e s e n t  
(pg. 3 0 ) .  

4 .  KNOWLEDGE OF AN INCIDENT. 

The w i t n e s s  had no knowledge of t h e  k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  3 1 )  . 
5. KNOWLEDGE OF AN INVESTIGATION. 


The w i t n e s s  had no knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
from any sou rce  (pg. 31) . 
6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

He opined t h a t  mari juana was n o t  a problem i n  the 
company (pg.  32)  . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT -
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

1 F i t  had seen  l t ,  buQ 
3MACV Card "Nine Rules" d i d  n o t  c a r r y  it. 

MACV Card "The Enemy i n  d i t  could n o t  
3M-3 Your Hands" 	 r e c a l l .  


W i t  d i d  n o t  re-

- 8 miscellaneous Scene Icogni ze  . 	 1 3  

t w i t  d i d  n o t  r e i  I 
P-19 Miscel laneous Scene cognize . 13 

- Wit d l d  n o t  re-
P-20 Miscel laneous Scene cognize .  1 3  

Wltness recognlzea  I 
P-21 Miscel laneous Scene persons .  1 3  

- 2 ~ ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  l ~ i t  	 13Scene d i d  n o t  reca l l .1  
I 1 

P-23 miscellaneous Scene l ~ i tr e c a l l e d .  1 3  
l W i t  r e c a l l e d  one 

-	 6 l ~ h o t oof A R V N 1 s  l o t  them. 1 4  
I I 

- 21 Photo of hootches  W i t  r e c a l l e d  burnin.g 22 

t o  of  p r i s o n e r s  W i t  recognized.  21 

1 ~ h n t nof R / 4 / 1  CP ] w i t  recognized a r e 4  22 
1 w i t  recoqnized- t h e  1 

t o  of pen insu la  a r e a .  I 23 
Witness p o s s i b l y  

Photo of d e t a i n e e s  recognized.  2 6  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1421 h o u r s ,  5 February  
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  


RCDR: The fo l l owing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  COL 

WILSON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 


The n e x t  w i t n e s s  w i l l  b e  M r .  W i l l i e  J. MCKENNEY. 

(MR MCKENNEY was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l low: )  

P l e a s e  s ta te  your  f u l l  name, occupa t i on ,  and 
r e s i d e n c e .  

A. W i l l i e  James MCKENNEY, occupa t ion  i s  a p p r e n t i c e  
c a r p e n t e r ;  my a d d r e s s  i s  20625 Northwest  28th Cour t ,  Miami, 
F l o r i d a .  

COL WILSON: M r .  MCKENNEY, d i d  you have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
r ead  ove r  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  w e  pa s sed  o u t  t o  you? Do you 
unders tand  it o r  have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. Yes, and I have no q u e s t i o n s .  

Q . Have you d i s c u s s s e d  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  anyone 
p r i o r  t o  coming i n  h e r e ?  I mean excep t  f o r  t h e  l a s t  24 hou r s?  

A .  N O ,  sir. 

Q. Nobody from your  company h a s  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  
w i t h  you? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  your  ass ignment  i n  B/4/3 on 16  
March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q. What was i t ?  

A. W e  were a t  LZ Up t igh t .  

Q. What was your  du ty?  
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A. W e  had s e c u r i t y  guard t h a t  day f o r  t h e  CP. 

Q. You w e r e  i n  t h e  2d Platoon? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q- What squad? 

A .  Second squad. 

Q. What w a s  your job? 

Machinegunner. 

Was t h i s  an M-60? 

Y e s .  

Q. Did you say  second squad? 

A. Right.  

Q. Was t h i s  machinegun m art of  t h e  second squad o r  
d i d  it belong t o  a machinegun squad? 

A. W e  had t h e  squad and w e  w e r e  a t t ached .  

Q You were a t t ached  t o  t h e  second squad? 

A. Y e s .  
\ 

Q Did you always work with  t h e  second squad? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q Who w a s  t h e  squad l eade r?  

A. Sergeant  WATTS. 

Q Do you recall  having rece ived  any t r a i n i n g  a t  
anytime, or  heard anybody g iv ing  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  
l e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s ,  i l l e g a l  versus  l e g a l  o r d e r s ?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  
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Q. E x h i b i t  M-2 i s  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules ."  This  i s  
a f a c s i m i l e  o f  a w a l l e t - s i z e d  from MACV. Have you e v e r  
seen  i t ?  

A. I probably seen  it, b u t  I d i d n ' t  have one. 

Q g  You d i d n ' t ?  

A. No. 

Q How about  M-3, e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands." 

A. I never  had one of  t h e s e  e i t h e r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e .  
No. 

Q. Were you wi th  t h e  b r i g a d e  i n  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s .  I g o t  t h e r e  about  2 months be fo re  t hey  
moved o u t .  

Q. I n  o u r  sequence o f  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  w e  are going t o  
t r y  t o  fo l low t h e  procedure  of  a sk ing  you f i r s t  what you 
were t o l d  b e f o r e  you went on t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  and then  we 
w i l l  g e t  i n t o  what happened on t h e  o p e r a t i o n s .  

The f irst  t h i n g  w e  a r e  going t o  be  concerned 
w i t h  i s  what i n s t r u c t i o n s  you g o t ,  and what you knew be fo re  
you went o u t .  Based on t h a t ,  we w i l l  go back t o  t h e  15  
March. The o p e r a t i o n s  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about  took p l a c e  on 
1 5  through 19 March 1968. On 15 March you were back a t  
Upt ight .  Do you r e c a l l  how you g o t  t h e  in format ion?  

A. W e  w e r e  on LZ Upt ight  and they  t o l d  us w e  w e r e  
going o u t  on a b lock ing  f o r c e  f o r  C h a r l i e  Company. We g o t  
t h e  in format ion  a t  LZ Uptight .  

Q Who gave it to '  you? 

A. The squad l e a d e r .  

Q. Your squad l e a d e r ?  

A. Y e s .  H e  comes down and pas ses  it around. 

Q. Was t h e r e  anyth ing  s a i d  about  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. No. 
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Q - Anything s a i d  about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of l ives tock?  

A. No. 

Q. How about food s tock?  

A. No, j u s t  a blocking force .  

Q You were supposed t o  be a blocking force?  

A. Y e s .  I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t h a t  i s  what it 
was. 

Q. There was nothing s a i d  about t h a t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q Was t h e r e  anything s a i d  about 2d Platoon sweeping
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I f  I remember, when we got o f f  ,of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
t h e r e  were a couple of hootches t h e r e ,  b u t  t h a t  was n o t  con-
s ide red  a l a r g e  v i l l a g e .  We checked t h e s e  couple of  hootches 
o u t  and by t h i s  t ime, t h a t ' s  when Lieutenant  COCHRAN got  it. 

Q. Was t h e r e  anything s a i d  about what t h e  var ious 
platoons of t h e  company w e r e  supposed t o  do? 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  I d o n ' t  know. When t h e  squad l e a d e r  
comes ou t  he  t e l l s  us what t h e  2d Platoon would do and what. 
h i s  squad would do. 

Q Was t h e r e  any d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  mission of  t h e  
squads? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  because I d o n ' t  know what 
t h e  rest of t h e  missions were f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p la toons .  
The squads of 2d Platoon would be together .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember anything e l s e  about what you 
were t o l d ?  Were you t o l d  how long you were going t o  be o u t  
t h e r e ,  o r  what per iod  of time t h e  opera t ion  was going t o  be? 

A. He usual ly  t e l l s  us 3 t o  4 days. 
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Q. L e t ' s  s tar t  on t h e  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s .
C h a r l i e  Company went i n  t h e r e  f i r s t  and as you s a i d  
you w e r e  supposed t o  be  a b lock ing  f o r c e  f o r  C h a r l i e  
Company. So you knew C h a r l i e  Company was going i n  
t h e r e .  

A. They w e r e  a l r eady  i n  t h e r e ,  be fo re  w e  g o t  o u t  
t h e r e .  

Q =  They went i n  f i r s t ,  and then  Bravo Company went 
i n .  My q u e s t i o n  now i s  when you came i n  f o r  a l and ing  t h a t  
morning, do you r e c a l l  whether t h e r e  was any f i r i n g  going i n ?  

A. When t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n  t hey  always f i r e  t o  
c l e a r  t h e  a r e a  and t h a t  i s  t h e  on ly  f i r e .  

Q. Do you know i f  you were on t h e  first o r  second 
l i f t ?  

A.  I w a s  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  

0 - The f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  i f  your  doorgunners w e r e  f i r i n g ?  

A.  Y e s ,  because I remember t hey  w e r e  f i r i n g ,  because 
I was a gunner and I wanted t o  s e e  f o r  myself t h e  way they  
were f i r i n g .  

&. You were i n t e r e s t e d ?  

Y e s .  

Q. They d i d n ' t  have any t r o u b l e ?  They d i d n ' t  have 
any jams? 

A. No.. 

Q They w e r e  f i r i n g ?  

A. Y e s .  

(MCKENNEY) APP T-328 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. What w e r e  they  f i r i n g  a t ?  

A. They ca l l  it c l e a r i n g  t h e  area. Like  t h e  f i r s t  
l oad ,  t hey  c l e a r  t h e  a r e a  and f i r e .  

Q. When you g o t  o f f  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  was anybody 
f i r i n g ?  

A. A t  us?  

Q- Y e s .  

A. No. 

Q. W a s  anybody g e t t i n g  o f f  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  coming 
o u t  f i r i n g ?  

A. No. 

Q- When you h i t  t h e  ground, what happened? Did 
you set up a l i t k l e  pe r ime te r  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - How long d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e  b e f o r e  you moved o f f ?  

A. Maybe 2 0  minutes a t  t h e  most. 

Q. Then you moved o f f  i n  a gene ra l  n o r t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Right .  

Q. Your h e l i c o p t e r  should  have landed wi th  i t s  nose 
f ac ing  Upt ight?  

A. Y e s .  

a.  Apparently you set  down around--you w e r e  on t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t  and s e t  down around 0815? 

A. I c a n ' t  say  what t ime it was. 

Q. Th is  i s  accord ing  t o  t h e  l o g ,  and t h e  f i r s t  
booby t r a p  w a s  set  o f f  a t  0745. How f a r  w e r e  you from 
them when L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN g o t  k i l l e d ?  

A. F i f t e e n  o r  twenty meters .  
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Q. Do you recall  whether t h e  p l a toon  moved i n  a 
column o f  two o r  a l l  t h e  squads w e r e  i n  l i n e ?  

A. Before  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN g o t  k i l l e d ?  

Q Y e s .  

A .  No. W e  w e r e  sp read  ou t .  I t  was a sweep. 

Q. Abreast?  Walking on l i n e ?  

A. Y e s ,  it w a s  a sweep type .  

Q. How long  d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  format ion? 

A. Th is  i s  when L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN g o t  k i l l e d .  W e  
set  up a s m a l l  t y p e  of  pe r ime te r  t h e r e  and they  c a l l e d  i n  
t h e  medevac f o r  him. That  i s  when we came back t o  where 
w e  s t a r t e d  from and they  s t a r t e d  i n  a column t o  M y  L a i .  

Q. That i s  when t h e  second group g o t  h i t ?  What 
happened on t h a t  evacua t ion?  

A. The same t h i n g  aga in .  They c a l l e d  i n  a medevac 
and then  Capta in  MICHLES p u l l e d  us o u t ,  because w e  p r o t e s t e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a mine f i e ld .  W e  went around t o  t h e  l e f t  of  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  we w e r e  i n .  

Q. Do you remember whether one o f  t h e s e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
t h a t  came i n  w a s  marked wi th  a  red c r o s s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  second one w a s  a medevac. 
I know t h e  f i r s t  one was, ' I b e l i e v e .  

Q. The second one, do you know i f  Colonel  BARKER 
was on t h a t  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

(2. Do you know where t h e  3d P la toon  was? 

A. Y e s .  The 3d P la toon  set up s e c u r i t y  around t h e  
CP . 
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Q.  What about t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. They w e r e  ac ross  a l i t t l e  r i v e r .  They were ac ross  
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h i s  r i v e r .  

Q Do you remember hea r ing  any f i r i n g  o u t  t h e r e  where 
t h e  1st Platoon was? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know, b u t  they s a i d  they  k i l l e d  
some people ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  f i r i n g .  I t  could have been. 

Q - What was t h i s  you heard? 

A. When they k i l l  someone they r e p o r t  how many they  k i l l .  

Q.  How many d i d  you h e a r  repor ted?  

A. They kep t  r e p o r t i n g  and maybe they  go t  10 o r  11. 

Q How d i d  you know t h i s ?  

A. I n  our  company w e  had a squad r a d i o  and w e  could 
hear .  

Q. You could h e a r  t h i s  on t h e  r ad io?  

A. Y e s .  

Q . Did you hea r  anything else on t h e  r ad io?  

A. I d i d n ' t  pe r sona l ly  h e a r  i t ,  b u t  t h e  word go t  
around. 

Q. You w e r e  n o t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  a r ad io?  

A. No, because t h e  machinegun squad was o u t  p u l l i n g  
s e c u r i t y .  

Q Sounds l i k e  t h e  1st Platoon found a l o t  of ac t ion  
ovcr  t h e r e .  

A .  They got  a  l o t  of  a c t i o n .  

Q. 1st Platoon had a l l  of t h e  a c t i o n  and t h e  2d 
Platoon took a l l  of  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ?  
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A. That  i s  t r u e ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  a change o r  do you r e c a l l  swapping 
p l a c e s  w i t h  t h e  3d P la toon ,  changing miss ions?  

A. We jo ined  them. W e  d i d n ' t  change p l a c e s .  

Q= You jo ined  t h e  3d P la toon?  

A. Right .  

Q .  You moved over  t o  t h e  w e s t .  Did you e v e r  t h i n k  
t h a t  your p l a toon  w a s  supposed t o  sweep P i n k v i l l e ,  My L a i  (1), 
t h a t  b i g  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

Q- You were r i g h t  on t h e  end o f  it when you took 
t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s .  

A. Right .  

Q. Nobody e v e r  s a i d  you were a l l  going through t h a t  
l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. That  i s  where w e  were going when a l l  t h i s  happened. 

Q. What makes you t h i n k  t h a t ?  

A. W e  were on l i n e .  

Q. ' You w e r e  on l i n e  going i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  then?  

A. Where w e  were a t  t h e  t ime L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN g o t  
h i t ,  it w a s  maybe one o r  two hootches .  That  i s  a l l  t h a t  I 
s a w .  I d o n ' t  know t h e r e  was a l a r g e  v i l l a g e  up ahead. 

Q. Was L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN h i t  r i g h t  by a hedgerow 
o r  d ike?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  hedgerow w a s  behind him because 
t h e  h i l l  w a s  behind him l i k e  t h i s .  

LTC NOLL: You s a i d  t h a t  you changed d i r e c t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  
second mine went o f f ?  

A. Right .  
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Q Can you t e l l  m e  what w a s  s a i d ,  how t h i s  change 
i n  d i r e c t i o n  came about?  Had you--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L ike  I s a i d ,  a f t e r  t h e s e  two mines 
went o f f  w e  k e p t  p r o t e s t i n g  about it, t h a t  it w a s  a mine-
f i e l d .  Some of  t h e  guys s a i d  they  were n o t  going on and w e  
took o u r  s t u f f  and went around t o  t h e  l e f t .  

Q.  Who d i d  you t e l l  t h i s  t o ?  

A.  To o u r  squad l e a d e r , . t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  and p l a toon
daddy. I n  t u r n  t hey  t o l d  Captain  MICHLES, s o  he  p u l l e d  us 
back ou t .  

Q. Taking t h i s  from t h e  beg inn ing ,  a chopper came i n ,  
r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s  -

Q.  And w a s  your  whole p la toon  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. I don ' t remember. 

Q.  Did you w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  second l i f t  came i n  b e f o r e  
you s t a r t e d  going toward P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Right .  

Q - DO you know what d i r e c t i o n  you were going on 
t h e  ground? 

A. North. 

Q. I f  you cont inued  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  would you
have e n t e r e d  P i n k v i l l e ?  Was t h e  v i l l a g e  dead i n  f r o n t  o f  
you? 

The v i l l a g e ,  t h e  l a r g e  v i l l a g e ,  w a s  t o  o u r  r i g h t .  

Q a Do you t h i n k  you would have'g o t t e n  i n t o  t h i s  
l a r g e  v i l l a g e  had you n o t  s u f f e r e d  t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q. Did you have any i n s t r u c t i o n s  what t o  do a f t e r  
you got  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  S e t  up s e c u r i t y  and search  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Was it f i x e d  i n  your mind t h a t  you were going 
t o  go i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  before  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  occurred? 

A. I n  my mind? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I ' d s a y ,  yes .  

Q. When t h e  second group of  people were wounded f r o m  
t h e  l a s t  mine, d id  you s e e  a chopper come i n  and pick them 
up? 

A. Yes. 

Q Did you see who was i n  i t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you know i f  Captain MICHLES was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of t h e  chopper? 

A. Y e s ,  because t h e  chopper landed i n  t h e  CP a rea .  

Q Do you know i f  t h e r e  was any exchange between 
squad l e a d e r s  and t h e  platoon l eader s  with r e fe rence  t o  t h e  
p la toon ' s  r e luc tance  t o  go on t h i s  t r a i l  of mines t h a t  you 
were on? W a s  t h e r e  any exchange between Captain MICHLES and 
t h e  p la toon l eader?  

A. Y e s ,  d e f i n i t e l y  . 
Q. When d id  you g e t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  change 
d i r e c t i o n s ?  Before t h e  chopper s a t  down? 

A. No, af terwards.  

Q. What w e r e  you t o l d ?  
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A. When t h e  squad l eader  came around he s a i d  we were 
backing o u t  of t h i s  a rea  and going around by way of a t r a i l .  

Q - You s a i d  t h a t  you thought t h e  3d Platoon was pro-
vid ing  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  CP? 

A .  Right. 

Q. How permanent was t h e  CP? In  o t h e r  words, was it 
a moving CP o r  d id  they set up f o r  an hour and then move 
someplace e l s e ?  

A. Y e s ,  on t h i s  type  of opera t ion ,  usua l ly  we s e t  up 
i f  we a r e  going t o  be i n  t h i s  a r e a  a l l  day. I t  w i l l  be per-
manent a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  day; i t ' s  no t  going t o  be a tempor-
a r y  CP. 

Q. Was t h i s  a temporary type  CP? 

A. Yes, I would say so.  

COL WILSON: Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  day any ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r s  
coming i n ?  

A. One could have, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Do you remember Char l i e  Company l i n k i n g  up with 
you? 

A. Linking up with us t h a t  day? 

Q Yes, sometime t h a t  day? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  because a f t e r  we came around from 
t h i s  explosion we s e t  up on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of a small  v i l l a g e  
and we s a t  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h a t  af ternoon sometime. 

Q You d id  what now? Af te r  a l l  of those  people were 
wounded you d id  what? 

A. We set up on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of a v i l l a g e  and we 
sat t h e r e  q u i t e  a while.  

Q And then you moved o f f  from t h e r e ?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  photo,  Exhib i t  P-18? Do you 
recall  anything about t h a t  photograph? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t  see t h i s .  

Q. How about t h i s ,  P-19? 

A. No. 

A. This  w a s  a l l  3d Platoon here  and I d i d n ' t  s e e  
t h i s .  

Q. How about P-21, d id  you ever  see any of those  
people? 

A. I s a w  them, but  I d o n ' t  remember the  names. 

A. (Witness shakes head, i n d i c a t i n g  negat ive)  This 
guy he re ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

A. Y e s ,  I remember t h i s  one. 

Q- Where i s  t h a t ?  

A. I n  t h e  same area  where I th ink  they were going 
through. They took a l l  of t h e  people o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e s  
and crowded them around t h i s  tree and they were ques t ioning  
them. 

Q Is t h a t  Captain MICHLES i n  t h a t  photograph on t h e  
l e f t ?  

'2. Y e s .  

Q Who i s  t h a t  with him with t h e  papers? Do you 
remember see ing  t h a t  person? 
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A. I could have,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. 

Q H e r e  is P - 6 6 .  These two Vietnamese s o l d i e r s ,  have 
you e v e r  s een  them be fo re?  

A. I only  seen one of  them. 

Q Which one? 

A. Th i s  one ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q The one on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. I t h i n k  so .  

Q - Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on b e s i d e  
t he  one of  Captain MICHLES? 

A. Only one. 

Q =  Did you see an i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q.  Where? 

A. That  i s  r i g h t  a f t e r  MILUS g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q No, I mean t h a t  day? 

A. No. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  see any t h a t  day? 

A. I knew they  had some going on,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  
any 

Q . Do you r e c a l l  any U.S. o f f i c e r s ,  n o t  from Bravo 
Company, and i n t e r p r e t e r s  coming i n  t h a t  day? 

A. No. 

Q. Did anyth ing  unusual  happen a f t e r  t h a t  a f t e rnoon?  
Do you remember C h a r l i e  Company coming i n ?  
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A. That  n i g h t  w e  were a l l  t o g e t h e r ,  ye s .  I remember 
t h a t .  

Q Do you remember i f  they  came i n  wi th  any ARVN 
s o l d i e r s  o r  not? 

A. They d id .  

Q .  How many? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, b u t  u s u a l l y  two. But I d o n ' t  know 
how many it w a s .  

Q You set  up a de fens ive  p o s i t i o n .  Did anyth ing
happen? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q Did you h e a r  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  o r  q u e s t i o n i n g
going on t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s .  There w a s  q u e s t i o n i n g  going on. 

Q What was going on,  do you know? 

A. They usua l ly  q u e s t i o n  i f  t h e r e  i s  any VC i n  t h e  
a r ea .  

Q Do you know o f  any unusual  t echniques  used by t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t o r s ?  

A. They hooked up t h e s e  w i r e s  t o  t h e  people  and they  
t u r n e d  t h i s  phone-type r a d i o .  

Q And what happens? 

A. I t  shocks them. 

Q Were they us ing  t h a t  t h i s  day? 

A. I t h i n k  they  w e r e .  I t h i n k  s o ,  a f t e r  we set  up 
f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  

Q. Who was us ing  t h i s ,  American o r  Vietnamese? 
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A. The Vietnamese s o l d i e r s .  

Q. Did you s e e  t h i s ?  

A .  P a r t  of  it. 

Q. You d i d  see i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q 
crank? 

Where w e r e  t hey  hooking t h e  w i re s?  

To t h e  p e n i s ,  t o  t h e  e a r s .  

To t h e  s e n s i t i v e  l o c a t i o n s ?  

I t h i n k  t h e  p e n i s  i s  s e n s i t i v e .  

What happened t o  t h e s e  guys when they  cranked t h e  
Did they  h o l l e r ?  

Y e s ,  they h o l l e r e d .  

Did they  t a l k  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Same t h i n g ,  they  d i d n ' t  t a l k .  

Q Were they  us ing  any o t h e r  t echniques  b e s i d e s  
f i e l d  te lephones?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I remember, because t h a t  was supposed 
t o  be  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  h e a r  of  any of them g e t t i n g  s h o t ?  

A. That evening i n  t h e  pe r ime te r?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. No. 

Q Did any o f  them g e t  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f ?  

A. I t  could  have happened and I d i d n ' t  know about  it. 
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Q Did you hea r  about i t ?  

A. No. 

Q. The next  morning, t h e  1st and 3d Platoon saddled 
up and went down t o  t h e  br idge? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. And t h e r e  was a c t i o n  down the re?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. What platoon l e d  o f f  from t h e  defens ive  pos i t ion?  
Was it t h e  3d Platoon o r  t h e  2d Platoon? 

A. 3d Platoon,  I be l ieve .  

Q 3d Platoon was f i r s t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Followed by t h e  CP? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The mortar platoon was mixed i n  with t h e  CP? 

A. Yes. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  s ee  much of what was going on up t h e r e  
then? 

A. No. 

Q - Did you hear  any f i r i n g ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Did you s e e  any gunships? 

A .  No. 
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Q Did you h a l t  very long  a f t e r  t h e  f i r i n g  s t a r t e d ,  
o r  w e r e  you moving? 

A. W e  w e r e  moving. 

Q How long  d i d  you ho id  up when t h e  f i r i n g  s t a r t e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  d id .  

Q D i d  you c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  wi thou t  any problem? 

A. W e  c r o s s e d ,  b u t  t hey  were checking f o r  mines. 

Q S t i l l  checking f o r  mines? 

A. Y e s .  And a f t e r  w e  g o t  a c r o s s  t hey  found a mine 
and blew it up. 

Q Who w a s  checking? 

A. I t h i n k  guys from t h e  3d P la toon ,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  
know. They had demol i t ion  guys. 

Q. There were supposed t o  be  two demol i t ion  engineers
w i t h  t h e  company. D i d  you see them? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - I even t h i n k  they  w e r e  c a l l e d  forward t o  l o c a t e  
t h e s e  mines. L e t  me ask t h i s .  Were t h e  mines marked o f f ,  
by t h e  t i m e  you go t  t h e r e ,  w i th  t i s s u e  paper?  

A. Yes. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remeher anyth ing  a t  t h e  t i m e  you g o t  
t h e r e ?  Most o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  around t h e  b r i d g e  had s topped? 

A. Yes, t h e  1st P la toon  w a s  s i t t i n g  around. They 
had a pe r ime te r .  

i 
L - I guess  TAYLOR had a l r e a d y  been evacuated? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q id you see anyth ing  unusual  ove r  t h e r e ?  Did you 
see any bodies  around o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  f r e s h  graves?  

A. No. 

Q .  What w a s  your  p la toon  doing then?  Did you s t o p  
f o r  any l e n g t h  o f  t ime? 

A. W e  s topped t h e r e  and t h a t  i s  when L ieu tenan t  LEWIS 
came i n  on a chopper wi th  t h e  photographer.  

Q • Lieu tenan t  LEWIS took t h e  p l a toon  o v e r ,  d i d n ' t  
he?  What d i d  t h e  photographer  do? 

A. Took a p i c t u r e  o f  him. I know he took a couple  
o f  p i c t u r e s .  

Q What d id  t h i s  photographer look l i k e ?  

A .  Young, i n  h i s  e a r l y  20 ' s .  

Q Did h e  have on a s o f t  h a t  o r  helmet?  

A. A s o f t  cap. 

Q .  Jung le  o r  b a s e b a l l ?  

A. Baseba l l  type .  

Q. Did he  have any k ind  of i n s i g n i a  on? 

A .  I d i d n ' t  pay t h a t  much a t t e n t i o n .  

Q .  W a s  h e  wearing a jungle  s u i t  o r  f a t i g u e s ?  

A. Fa t igues ,  I t h i n k .  

Q .  . Did h e  have a MACV pa tch  on? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Was it red?  

A. That i s  t h e  c o l o r  of  MACV, red and whi te .  
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Q Was it t h e  camouflaged one? 

A. Y e s ,  it w a s .  

Q - I t h i n k  they  ca l l  it subdued? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. You do remember he  had on a MACV pa tch?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Did he  have anyth ing  else on h i s  uniform, S t a r s  
and S t r i ~ e s ?  

A. Yes, h e  had S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  on something l i k e  a 
name t a g  pa t ch .  

Q. He d i d  have t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - You remember s e e i n g  t h a t ?  

A .  Right .  

Q. And h e  took two p i c t u r e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, I ' d  s ay  two. 

Q. What happened t o  him a f t e r  t h a t ?  Did he  go w i t h  
your p la toon?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. I d o n ' t  know where he  
went a f t e r  t h a t .  That  i s  t h e  l a s t  I remember s e e i n g  him. 

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  L ieu tenan t  MUNDY t h a t  day? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Did h e  come o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. He came o u t  wi th  t h e  photographer.  
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Q You d o n ' t  remember t h i s  photographer ' s  name? 

A. No. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember how long he  s t a y e d  o u t  t he re? .  
You d i d n ' t  see him aga in ,  i s  what you s a i d .  

A. That i s  r i g h t .  

Q What else came on t h a t  chopper? Was t h e r e  any
ammunition? 

A. Water came i n  on t h e  chopper and most l i k e l y ,
ammunition. 

Q. A f t e r  t h e  chopper l e f t ,  d i d  you move o f f  t hen?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e  2d Pla toon moved toward t h e  east ,  toward 
t h e  wate r .  

Q Your p la toon  moved down t h e  c o a s t  i n  t h e  sand? 

A. Right  . 
Q Hard walking? 

A. D e f i n i t e l y .  

Q 2d Pla toon r e p o r t e d ,  I guess  it was t h e  2d P la toon ,  
r epo r t ed  a VC k i l l e d .  Two engaged and one k i l l e d .  What 
happened t h e r e ?  

A. They couldn 't f i n d  him. 

Q. Where d i d  you see t h e s e  two? 

A. A s  w e  were on t h e  beach they  wen t ,up t h i s  sand 
p i l e  and they  f i r e d  upon them and he  f e l l .  But when they  
g o t  t h e r e  h e  wasn ' t  t h e r e .  

Q . I thought  it was r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  two 
downed t h e r e ?  

A. I t  could have been. 
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Q What made them t h i n k  t h i s  was a VC? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

W a s  he  running away from them? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, because a machinegunner--I a m  i n  t h e  
r e a r  s e c u r i t y  and they  had t h i s  o t h e r  machinegunner up t h e r e .  
But h e  was n o t  f i r i n g .  I r an  up f r o n t  and I s a w  t h e  guy when 
he  f e l l ,  b u t  when they  go t  down t h e r e ,  he  was n o t  t h e r e .  They 
r epo r t ed  them k i l l e d ,  b u t  no body. 

Q Were t h e r e  any bod ie s  on t h e  t r a i l s ?  

A. The guy t h a t  went up s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  and w e  d i d n ' t  
fo l low it. Three guys checked it o u t .  

Q. Did anyth ing  e l s e  happen? 

A. W e  went on down t o  t h e  c o a s t ,  down on t h e  beach 
l i n e .  

Q. A 1 1  t h e  way down t o  t h e  end? 

A. Right .  

Q. A p r e t t y  h o t  day, w a s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Every day i n  Vietnam is h o t .  

Q Did you eve r  see t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  i n  E x h i b i t  P-208? 
Do you remember t h o s e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Do you know what happened t o  them? 

A. No. 

0. Did they  s t a y  wi th  you a l l  n i g h t ?  

A. I guess ,  I d o n ' t  know r e a l l y .  The n e x t  morning 
w e  g o t  up and moved o u t .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  them? 
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A. I d i d n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  them. 

Q - P-209, does t h a t  look l i k e  anyth ing  you have e v e r  
seen be fo re?  

A. That  i s  t h e  same a r e a .  

Q. That i s  where t h e  CP was? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When you went down. t h i s ,  do you remember any ARVN 
be ing  w i t h  you when you moved sou th  on t h a t  beach? 

A. No, n o t  w i th  t h e  2d P la toon .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  see any ARVN? 

A. No. When w e  l e f t  we s p l i t  up and a l l  of  t h e  
p l a toons  s p l i t  up. 

Q. Did you burn any v i l l a g e s  going down t h e r e ?  

W e  went through them and burned them. 

How many v i l l a g e s ?  

V i l l a g e s  o r  hootches?  

Both. 

A l l  o f  them. 

A l l  t h e  way down? 

Y e s ,  a l l  t h e  way down. 

This  i s  P-121, do you remember t h a t ?  

Y e s .  We burned a l l  o f  them. 

Q Did you burn t h i s ?  This  was down a t  t h e  extreme 
t i p .  
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A. 
l a r g e  
There 

W e  s topped where t h e s e  palm t r e e s  a r e .  I t ' s  a 
opening. We d i d n ' t  go a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  end. 
is  a l a r g e  v i l l a g e  down f u r t h e r .  

Q I th ink  you a r e  confusing t h a t  with t h e  next  day. 
This i s  t h e  br idge  r i g h t  here ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exhibi t  MAP-4). 

A .  Right. 

Q. And you moved down t h i s  coas t .  You moved r i g h t  
along t h e  s e a  t o  t h e  t i p  and came back here  and went i n t o  
a laager  a rea .  

A. Right,  w e  burned a l l  t h e  way down. We came down 
f i r s t  and w e  burned going up. 

Q. You didn 't going down? 

A. No, we burned some hootches i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
t h a t  morning and w e  walked a l l  t h e  way down here .  W e  
s t a r t e d  burning here  and s t a r t e d  burning going back up. 

Q Was t h e r e  anywhere i n  t h i s  a rea  o t h e r  than t h i s  
day where t h e  order  came down not  t o  burn any more? 

A. Right. 

Q When d i d  you g e t  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n ?  

A. I th ink  t h a t  i s  when we laagered  i n .  

Q- Not while  you were on t h e  march? 

A. N o ,  because when w e  walked a l l  t h e  way down t h a t  
i s  when we s t a r t e d  burning and moving back i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  
area.  The v i l l a g e  r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  end we burned up. 

Q This i s  P-212 i t  was taken down a t  t h e  end of t h e  
peninsula down t h e r e .  Is t h a t  t h e  one you a r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. D o  you recognize i t ?  
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A. Y e s .  W e  burned a l l  of t h i s  because t h e r e  i s  ano the r  
v i l l a g e  and w e  d i d n ' t  go beyond t h i s  p o i n t  he re .  From h e r e  
w e  burned back up. W e  d i d n ' t  burn a l l  of  t h e  hootches ,  some 
o f  t h e  hootches w e  s t r i p p e d .  

LTC NOLL: What w a s  t h e  1st Platoon doing? 

A. I don ' t know. 

Q Do you know they  w e r e ,  on your r i g h t ?  

A. They had t o  be  because o f ' t h e  w a t e r .  

Q Were you i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  them a s  you went sou th?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you s e e  any smoke coming up from t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. Right ,  smoke a l l  over  t h a t  day. 

Q What was t h e  b a s i s  of  burn ing  some o f  t h e  
hootches?  Why w e r e  some burned and some weren ' t ?  

A. They t o l d  us t o  burn t h e  hootches  and move o u t .  

Q. Who t o l d  you t o  do t h i s ?  

A. I guess t h e  c a p t a i n  d i d ,  t h e  squad l e a d e r  t o l d  us .  

Q. Did you g e t  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  changed t h a t  morning 
o r  when? 

A. That  a f t e rnoon ,  when w e  g o t  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q. Was t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  given o u t  i n  a way s o  t h a t  
one group w a s  supposed t o  burn? Was i t  s a i d ,  his p la toon  
w i l l  burn hootches  and t h i s  p l a toon  w i l l  p u l l  s e c u r i t y , "  o r  
was everybody supposed t o  do it? 

A. The 1st Platoon w a s  t o  o u r  r i g h t .  They w e r e  
p u l l i n g  s e c u r i t y  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  
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Q What about w i t h i n  t h e  p l a toon?  Was any squad des-
igna t ed  t o  do t h e  burn ing  o r  was everybody supposed t o  do 
i t ?  

A. W e  se t  up s e c u r i t y  and o u r  squad was two 6 0  gun-
n e r s  and I had t h r e e  people  t o  man t h e  gun. They s t a y e d  
i n  w i th  t h e  gun and t h e  rest of  t h e  people  were supposed t o  
s t a r t  burn ing .  

Q. Now, back i n  t h a t  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ,  do you 
remember any choppers coming i n  wi th  people?  Did you have 
any d e t a i n e e s  o r  p r i s o n e r s  o r  anything? 

A. I t h i n k  they had one o r  two. I d o n ' t  remember 
people  coming i n  on a chopper though. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  unusual  about  t h a t  
n i g h t ?  

A. No. 

Q You went on back and you s t a r t e d  o f f  t h e  nex t  
morning and went by t h a t  b r i d g e .  You picked up t h e  3d 
Pla toon.  Do you remember f i n d i n g  t h e  r i c e ?  They w e r e  
supposed t o  have choppers come i n  and l i f t  t h i s  r i c e  o u t .  
You d i d n ' t  s e e  it y o u r s e l f ?  

A. No. 

Q And p icked  up three men and moved up i n t o  a b i g  
v i l l a g e  and rounded up some people?  

A. Right .  

Q. What d i d  t h e  2d Pla toon do t h a t  day? 

A. W e  moved t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  and p u l l e d  
s e c u r i t y  and searched  hootches .  

Q.  What were t h e  3d and 1st P la toons  doing? 

A. The 3d Pla toon w a s  t o  o u r  e a s t  and they  came i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h a t  day w e  s a t  around and t a l k e d .  

Q How about  s o r t  of a l a k e  up t h e r e ,  a f i s h  pond? 
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A .  I t ' s  r i g h t  on t h e  ocean.  

Q There w a s  a b i g  f i s h  pond up t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  you recall  t h i s  o r  no t .  You say  you moved t o  t h e  no r th  
s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  whole p l a toon?  

A. Right .  

Q Where d i d  you spend t h e  n i g h t ?  

A. W e  came back down toward t h e  beach s o u t h  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q. Was t h e  CP i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  du r ing  t h e  day t ime? 

A. Not i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  w e  were i n .  They were down 
f u r t h e r  probably by t h e  v i l l a g e .  They w e r e  n o t  i n  t h e  area 
w e  were i n .  

Q Who else w a s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. 3d P la toon  w a s  t h e r e ,  and t h e  c a p t i v e .  The VC 
w e  g o t  him h i d i n g  i n  a boa t .  

COL WILSON: I t  w a s  r epo r t ed  t h a t  one VC was picked up. Is 
t h a t  t h e  one you a r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. I suppose so .  

Q. What d i d  you do wi th  him? 

A. They asked him q u e s t i o n s  and t h e  people  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  s a i d  h e  j u s t  came i n .  They s a i d  he w a s  a VC. H e  
s a i d  where a cache w a s ,  b u t  they  d i d n ' t  f i n d  anything.  

Q D i d  you e v e r  see t h a t  man on P-215? 

A .  That could be  t h e  man. 

Q You d o n ' t  recognize  him? 

A. They a l l  look a l i k e  t o  m e .  

Q Did you see t h e  medical team working t h a t  day? 
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A. Y e s .  

Q- Did you see any a d d i t i o n a l  ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r s  come 
i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q. D i d  you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

A. Yes. 

Q Who w a s  a sk ing  them? 

A. L i eu t enan t  LEWIS, and then  h e  tu rned  them ove r  
t o  Captain  MICHLES. 

Q. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  L ieu tenan t  LEWIS o r  Captain  MICHLES 
could speak Vietnamese. 

A .  They could have an i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q Did they  have an i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. I suppose so .  

Q. The i n t e r p r e t e r  they  had ,  d i d  they  have him be fo re?  

A. H e  w a s  a f r i e n d l y  type .  A l l  of t h e  guys t a l k e d  t o  
him. 

Q Did you s e e  any unusual  t echniques  be ing  used by 
t h a t  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Not t h a t  day. 

Q. That n i g h t  you had a mortar a t t a c k ,  and MILUS g o t
k i l l e d .  You had f o u r  o r  f i v e  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A.  Right . 
Q. Was t h e r e  any sma l l  arms f i r e  coming i n t o  t h e  
pe r ime te r  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. There could  be ,  because t h e r e  was s o  much going on.  

Q Before  t h a t ,  do you recal l  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  o r  e a r l y
t h a t  evening whether t h e r e  w a s  any f r i e n d l y  o r  enemy a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  o u t  t h e r e ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  a couple  o f  rounds. I ' m  
n o t  s u r e .  

Q- Did you see a woman be ing  brought  i n  w i t h  h e r  l e g  
a l l  r i pped  open? 

A. That evening? 

Q That evening.  

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q. Did you see h e r  evacuated? Do you know what 
happened t o  h e r ?  

A. I know t h e  medics were working on h e r .  

Q. Do you recall t h e  nex t  morning whether t h e r e  w e r e  
any d e t a i n e e s  o r  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. A f t e r  MILUS g o t  k i l l e d ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Y e s .  There w a s .  

Q How many? 

A.  Two a t  t h e  most. I d e f i n i t e l y  remember th'is one. 

Q why? 

A. They hooked t h i s  r a d i o  t o  him. 

Q That  i s  t h e  day they  used t h e  t e l ephone ,  electr ical  
shock? 

A. Yes. 

Q Did they  use  it b e f o r e  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you see them us ing  it be fo re  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. And they  used it be fo re  t h a t  day? 
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A. Yes. 

Q .  How many de ta inees  d i d  they have? 

A. I th ink  two. 

Q Did they use t h i s  system on both de ta inees?  

A. They could have, b u t  I only saw it used on one. 

Q - Were they using anything bes ide  t h a t  telephone? 

A. He was p r e t t y  wel l  worked over ,  beaten.  

Q What happened t o  him? Was he evacuated o r  turned 
loose  o r  what? 

A. He was evacuated. 

Q - Both of them? 

A. Yes. 

Q O r  d i d  one of them g e t  away? A t  t h e  time you saw 
him, d i d  you s e e  h i m  using anything bes ide  hooking t h i s  t e l e -
phone t o  him? 

A. I t  w a s  with t h e  f i s t .  

Q How about kicking them? 

A. Could have been. 

Q. Did you see  them? 

A. No. 

Q . How many people were involved i n  i t ?  

A. Mostly it was t h e  guys i n  t h e  1st Platoon. 

Q a This was with Bravo Company people? 

A. ARVN and i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  too.  

Q. Were they a l l  down t h e r e  around t h e  VC? 
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A. The ARVN s t ayed  i n  t h e  CP group, and he  w a s  i n  
t h e  CP group. 

Q Was Captain  MICHLES t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q =  Did you n o t i c e  any s t r a n g e  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e ?  Any
m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h e r e ?  

A. ARVN type?  

Q. One could have been U . S .  o r  ARVN. 

A. There w e r e  ARVN t h e r e .  

Q.  How many? 

A. I would say  two of  them. 

Q. You say  it w a s  t h e  1st  Pla toon working t h i s  guy 
over?  

A. Y e s ,  and t h e  ARVN. 

Q Did you know Sergeant  LIAS? 

A. I d i d .  

Q.  Was he  k i ck ing  t h i s  guy around? 

A. Y e s .  I saw him swing a t  him, b u t  n o t  k i c k  him. 

Q You d o n ' t  know what happened t o  t h i s  p r i s o n e r ?  

A. No. I t h i n k  they  took one o u t  t h a t  morning. F i r s t  
P l a toon  took  one VC o u t ,  and t h a t  i s  when he  t o l d  them where 
t h i s  cache was. I d o n ' t  know where they went.  I d o n ' t  know. 

LTC NOLL: On t h e  morning of  t h e  1 9 t h ,  you w e r e  evacuated and 
you were o u t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  a f t e rnoon .  Do you remember p i c k i n g  
up any a d d i t i o n a l  VC s u s p e c t s  t h i s  morning o t h e r  t han  one you 
had i n  your  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q The people  you w e r e  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  are t h o s e  you k e p t
ove rn igh t?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q .  You d o n ' t  know of  any a d d i t i o n a l  ones  picked up on 
t h e  morning of  t h e  19 th?  

A. N o .  

COL WILSON: M r .  MCKENNEY, d i d  you have any knowledge o f  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i n q u i r y  be ing  made a f t e r  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. N o .  

Q Were you ques t ioned  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. N o .  

Q Did you have a camera? 

A. N o .  

Q. D o  you know of  anybody i n  your--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  N o .  

Q - Do you have any notebooks o r  any th ing  t h a t  might 
have s o m e  in format ion?  

A. No. 

Q Did you e v e r  hea r  o f  any c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A. N o t  u n t i l  I r ead  it i n  t h e  papers  r e c e n t l y .  

Q - Were you ever t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  ope ra t ion  
o r  any th ing  t h a t  happened? 

A. N o .  

Q. Aside from your  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  what happened up 
t h e r e  t h e  l a s t  day,  do you know o f  any suspeo t s  o r  PW's 
m i s t r e a t e d  by U.S. o r  ARVN s o l d i e r s ?  

A. Repeat t h a t .  

Q. D o  you know i f  any s u s p e c t s  o r  PW's w e r e  m i s t r e a t e d  
by U.S. or  ARVN s o l d i e r s ?  
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A. That day? 

Q. N o ,  excep t  f o r  t h a t  one day up t h e r e  you t o l d  me 
about.  Do you know o f  any o t h e r  t imes  o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h i s  
happened? 

A. The f i r s t  n i g h t ?  

Q. The f i r s t  n i g h t  they  used t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  system 
then .  Is t h e r e  any o t h e r  t i m e  t h a t  you know o f ?  

A. They b e a t  them up, b u t  d i d  n o t  use  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  
hook up. 

Q - Where d i d  they  b e a t  them up? 

A. H i t  them a  couple  t imes .  

Q Where w a s  t h i s ?  

A. This  was t h e  o p e r a t i o n  be fo re  t h a t .  I t  was n o t  
du r ing  t h a t  ope ra ion ,  no. 

Q Do you know i f  mari juana was a problem i n  t h e  
company? 

A. What do you mean a problem? Did i t  make guys 
do t h i n g s ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. No. 

Q .  Unusual t h i n g s ?  

A. No. 

Q Do you know i f  people  i n  t h e  company used it on 
o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. Not on o p e r a t i o n s .  , 

Q Did you ever h e a r  of an o r d e r  be ing  passed down 
a t  any t i m e  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  s t o p  burn ing  o r  s t o p  
k i l l i n g ?  

A. The on ly  o r d e r  w e  had was t o  s t o p  burning.  
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Q. I know your normal procedure. I wonder i f  
anything s p e c i a l  came down? 

A. No. 

Q Have you got any f u r t h e r  testimony o r  f u r t h e r  
s ta tements  t h a t  might a s s i s t  us? 

A. No, nothing t h a t  I can t e s t i f y  r i g h t  now. 

Q. I advise  y o u , n o t  t o  d iscuss  your testimony i n  t h i s  
case  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  except  a s  you may 
be requi red  t o  do before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. 

(The hear ing  was recessed a t  1528 hours ,  5 February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : MERCER, Leon R. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 9 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: RTO, B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  went from Hawaii t o  Vietnam w i t h  t h e  
1 1 t h  Br igade  (pg.  1).  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  having a 
class on t h e  l e g a l i t y  v e r s u s  t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  o f  o r d e r s  
(pg. 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a c l a s s  on t h e  Geneva 
Conventions (pg.  2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  had r e c e i v e d  a copy o f  
t h e  MACV c a r d ,  "Nine Rules" (pg.  2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see a 
copy o f  t h e  c a r d  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pg.  2 ) .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  knew on 15 March t h a t  t h e y  
were go ing  t o  move o u t  t h e  fo l l owing  morning on a n  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg.  2 ) .  H e  cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  whether  it was t o  b e  a 
s e a r c h  and c l e a r  o r  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  m i s s i o n  (pg.  2 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  it was a f r i end ly  v i l l a g e  t hey  would j u s t  
s e a r c h  it, b u t  i n  an  u n f r i e n d l y  a r e a  t hey  would normal ly  
bu rn  t h e  p l a c e  (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  They would n o t  normal ly  i n t e r f e r e  
w i t h  t h e  o l d  peop l e  who r a n  a v i l l a g e  (pg. 4 )  . I f  they  
encounte red  young peop l e  they  would send  them back f o r  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg.  4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  CP 
group c a r r i e d  two r a d i o s ;  one  on t h e  company n e t  and one  
on b a t t a l i o n  n e t  (pg.  3)  . There  would a l s o  b e  two r a d i o s  
i n  each p l a t o o n ;  one f o r  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  and one f o r  t h e  
s e r g e a n t  (pg.  3 )  . 
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3. COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 16 March. 

(1) Landing and i n i t i a l  movement. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Captain  MICHLES 
went on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  (pg. 5 )  . The second p l a toon  went 
on t h e  same l i f t  a long  wi th  t h e  CP group (pg. 5)  . The 
mor ta r  p l a toon  had no t  come o u t  when they  landed (pg. 5)  . 
The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any f i r i n g  when they went i n  
and s t a t e d  t h e r e  was none u n t i l  they l a t e r  r a n  i n t o  a 
v i l l a g e  (pg.  6 ) .  The doorgunners were n o t  f i r i n g  a s  they  
went i n  (pg. 6 ) .  They d i d  n o t  c i r c l e  t h e  a r e a  b e f o r e  
land ing  because t h e  Sharks had s t r a f e d  t h e  a r e a  a s  they  
came i n  (pg. 6 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  an a r t i l l e r y  
p r e p a r a t i o n  (pg.  6)  . H e  was informed of E x h i b i t  M-20, 
t h e  t a p e  r eco rd ing  of communications i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a prep  (pg. 7 ) .  He s t i l l  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any a r t i l l e r y  
prep  (pg. 7) . A s  soon a s  t h e  second p l a toon  landed i t  
moved o u t  (pg.  5)  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  rest o f  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r s  w e r e  s t i l l  coming i n  when t h e  second p l a toon  
h i t  t h e  mine (pg.  5 ) .  This  occur red  50 t o  75 meters  
from where t h e  CP was l o c a t e d  (pg .  5 ) .  The wi tnes s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN had moved o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  
c r o s s i n g  a t r a i l ,  and was heading back towards LZ u p t i g h t  
(pg.  1 0 ) .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  was r i g h t  
overhead when COCHRAN was wounded (pg.  11). This  was t h e  

h e l i c o p t e r w h i c h  took COCHRAN i n  (pg.  11). The second 
explos ion  occur red  a s  t h e  members of t h e  p l a toon  cont inued 
up t h e  t r a i l  (pg.  1 2 ) .  The i n j u r e d  were evacuated by Colonel  
BARKER'S h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  15) . Colonel BARKER d i d  n o t  g e t  
o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  when i t  came i n  (pg.  15) . The f i r s t  
p l a toon  had moved o f f  towards t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 11). The 
second p l a toon  was c a l l e d  back by MICHLES (pg. 1 2 ) .  The 
e n t i r e  company began t o  move i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  towards LZ 
Uptight  (pg. 1 4 ) .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  they  h i t  a t r a i l  and 
tu rned  towards t h e  r i g h t  (pg.  1 4 )  . 

( 2 )  Movement through v i l l age ' s  . 
A s  t h e  company was moving t h e  w i t n e s s  


r e c a l l e d  cornrnunicatimfrom t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  i n d i c a t i n g  

t h a t  they had seen  some people  moving on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
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(pg. 1 4 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  whether they were 
supposed t o  c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  o r  sweep t h e  s i d e  they were 
on (pgs .  15 ,  1 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  
f i r s t  p l a toon  t h a t  day (pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  a r e p o r t  
coming i n  of K I A  and s t a t e d  t h a t  MICHLES c a l l e d  back saying 
"Don't be  k i l l i n g  innocent  people"  (pg.  1 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  d i d  no t  c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  day 
(pg. 1 8 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  making a t r ansmis s ion  
t o  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  they  should go back 
and s e a r c h  a  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 9 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  they  
r ece ived  a r e p o r t  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  s n i p e r  f i r e  was r ece ived  
on t h e  way t o  a v i l l a g e  (pg. 20 ) .  A l a t e r  r e p o r t  came i n  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  more people  w e r e  k i l l e d  and t h e  w i tnes s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  MICHLES wanted t o  know who they  were k i l l i n g  
(pg. 2 1 ) .  There w a s  a r e q u e s t  r ece ived  f o r  Sharks ,  t o  

which MICHLESreplied "You ought t o  be  a b l e  t o  maneuver i n  
t h e r e  and g e t  t h a t  s n i p e r "  (pg.  2 1 ) .  MICHLES t o l d  
WILLINGHAM t h a t  i f  necessary he would go up and "show him 
how i t  was done" (pg.  2 1 )  . The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
a message t o  b a t t a l i o n  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  were no women 
and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  (pg.  2 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  c r o s s i n g  
through a v i l l a g e  and see ing  some b o d i e s ,  which were 
"puffed up" (pg.  2 2 )  . He s t a t e d  t h e  people  s tood  around t h e  
v i l l a g e  wh i l e  they searched it (pg.  2 3 ) .  The v i l l a g e  was 
l o c a t e d  a good d i s t a n c e  from where t h e  bodies  were (pg.  23) . 

( 3 )  Presence of  a photographer.  

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  a photographer coming 
i n t o  B Company on t h e  morning of 16 March (pg. 2 3 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  photographer took p i c t u r e s  (pg.  2 4 ) .  

( 4 )  P r i s o n e r s .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
d e p i c t e d  i n  E x h i b i t  P-18 would have been taken  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  l i n k  up wi th  C Company because they were be ing  guarded 
by HUFFMAN (pgs .  23, 2 4 ) .  

( 5 )  Night l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e p l a c e d  t h e  RTO 
of t h e  second p l a toon  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg.  27) . H e  s t ayed  wi th  
t h e  second p l a t o o n  f o r  t h e  remainder of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 28) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  dur ing  t h e  evening p r i s o n e r s  
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w e r e  s e n t  i n  on a h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 2 8 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t hey  l aage red  i n  a sandy s p o t  i n  t h e  middle of open 
r i c e  paddies  (pg.  31) . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any 
ARVN personne l  (pg.  3 1 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  some a c t i v i t y  i n  
t h e  r i c e  paddy dur ing  t h e  evening b u t  could n o t  r e c a l l  
i f  it w a s  f i r e d  upon (pgs .  32, 33) . 

b. A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

(1) Movement dur ing  t h e  day. 

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t hey  jo ined  up wi th  
t h e  second p l a t o o n  (pg. 18) . He a l s o  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
L ieu tenant  LEWIS and a r e p o r t e r  came i n  t h a t  day (pg.29) .  
The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  o rde r  of march l ead ing  
t o  t h e  b r i d g e  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  weapons p l a toon  probably 
brought  up the r e a r  (pg.  3 5 ) .  H e  heard  t h e  mine going o f f  
when TAYLOR was wounded b u t  d i d  n o t  s e e  it because they  
were s t i l l  on t h e  t r a i l  w i t h  t h e i r  v i s i o n  blocked by 
hedgerows (pgs .  35, 36) . He s t a t e d  he r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
MICHLES spoke w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  and t o l d  them t o  
check t h e  b r i d g e  (pg .  36) . He did n o t  hea r  any f i r i n g  
s t a r t  when t h e  mine went o f f  (pg.  3 7 ) .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  a s  they c rossed  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e  mines were i n d i c a t e d  
wi th  t i s s u e  paper (pg.  37) . The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  heard  
"a l o t  of f i r i n g "  which he thought  was f l u s h i n g  a s n i p e r  
o u t  (pg. 38) . That q u i e t e d  o f f  and then  began aga in  
(pg. 3 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  gunships coming i n  b e f o r e  they  
c rossed  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg.  3 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  saw bodies  
near  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg.  39) . (These may be t h e  same bodies  
t h e  w i tnes s  r e p o r t e d  see ing  on 16 March). The bod ie s  were 
l oca t ed  c l o s e  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  t r a i l  which 
l e d  t o  t h e  s e a  (pg. 39 ) .  He s t a t e d  he saw f o u r  t o  f i v e  
bodies  most of whom were men, wi th  one woman (pg.  4 0 ) .  
He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  he saw a number of mounds i n  t h e  a r e a  
which he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  were f r e s h l y  dug g raves  because 
t h e r e  were f o o t p r i n t s  on them (pgs .  4 0 , 4 1 )  . The bod ie s  
were a l r eady  swollen and tu rned  b l ack  (pg.  4 2 )  . 

( 2 )  Presence of a photographer .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a  photographer o r  a 
r e p o r t e r  came i n  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  they  c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  
(pg. 4 3 ) .  L i eu t enan t  MUNDY a l s o  came o u t  t h a t  day b u t  
d i d  n o t  t r a v e l  w i th  them (pg. 4 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
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know i f  MUNDY saw t h e  bodies (pg.  4 4 ) .  

( 3 )  Movement t o  t h e  beach. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  as they  moved some 
s n i p e r  f i r e  w a s  r ece ived  and when it stopped they cont inued 
t h e i r  movement (pgs.  4 4 ,  4 5 ) .  A s  t hey  neared t h e  beach 
they  s a w  some sampans which had been heading towards t h e  
beach b u t  which tu rned  and went back t o  open wa te r s  
when t h e  company came i n t o  s i t e  (pg. 4 5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  they 
encountered a  young man who r a n  and w a s  f i r e d  upon 
(pg. 4 5 ) .  They d i d  n o t  k i l l  him and he went and h i d  i n  t a l l  
g r a s s  (pg.  4 5 ) .  A f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  they moved t o  t h e  end 
of t h e  beach (pg. 45) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  
burned t h e  v i l l a g e  , i n  which he had seen  t h e  bodies  
(pg. 4 5 ) .  He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  they encountered a  sma l l  
v i l l a g e  wi th  q u i t e  a few people  i n  i t  (pgs .  45, 4 6 ) .  H e  
de sc r ibed  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  be ing  on a f i n g e r  
p o i n t  (pg.  4 6 )  . When they l e f t  t h a t  v i l l a g e  it was s t i l l  
s t and ing  and had n o t  been burned (pg. 4 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  they saw a l a r g e  f i r e  over  t o  t h e  west  a s  they were 
r e t u r n i n g  (pg. 4 7 ) .  This was t o  t h e  l e f t  a c r o s s  t h e  
waterway (pg.  4 7 ) .  There was a l s o  a  l o t  of shoo t ing  
coming from t h a t  v i l l a g e  (pg.  4 7 ) .  The u n i t  headed back 
towards t h e  b r i d g e  (pg.  48 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  s e e  any 
people  i n  e i t h e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  they passed through 
t h a t  day (pg. 4 8 ) .  He d i d  r e c a l l  one b l i n d  man who was 
encountered b u t  was l e f t  a lone  (pgs .  48, 4 9 ) .  

( 4 )  People  f l e e i n g  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  

The wi tnes s  desc r ibed  an i n c i d e n t  i n  which 
a number of  people  swam a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  and evaded t h e  CP 
group a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f i r s t  and second p la toons  (pg. 4 9 ) .  
The u n i t  nad k e n  c a l l e d  back t o  t h e  r i v e r  from t h e i r  
l a a g e r  a r e a  (pg.  5 0 ) .  There were 20 t o  30 people  who swam 
a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  (pgs .  50,  51) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  they  were 
young people  and were d re s sed  i n  s o l i d  b l ack  (pg.  5 1 ) .  

( 5 )  Night l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
any th ing  p a r t i c u l a r  happening on t h e  evening of 1 7  March 
(pg. 5 1 ) .  
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c. A c t i v i t i e s  on 18 March. 

(1) Movement of  t h e  u n i t .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  encounte r ing  a  l a r g e  
cache of r i c e  because a s e r g e a n t  t o l d  L ieu tenan t  LEWIS 
t h a t  he  was supposed t o  c a r r y  i t  (pgs .  51,  5 2 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  they  a l s o  found some mortar  rounds t h a t  had 
n o t  been exploded (pg. 52) . A s  they  moved n o r t h  they  
encountered some people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg .  53 ) .  They 
were supposed t o  s e c u r e  t h e  beach l i n e  and "check o u t  t h e  
sampans" (pg. 5 3 ) .  One p l a toon  was on t h e  s h o r e  l i n e ,  
one went up t h e  middle,  and one went up t h e  s i d e  (pg.  5 3 ) .  
They s e n t  t h e  people  t h a t  they  encountered back f o r  
MEDCAP and i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pgs.  53, 54) . 

( 2 )  ,Lnte r roga t ion  of  t h e  people .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Captain  KOTOUC, 
c a r r y i n g  a land l i n e  phone came i n  w i th  one Vietnamese 
and i n t e r r o g a t e d  some people  (pg. 5 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  one 
"messed h i s  b r i t c h e s "  (pg.  5 6 ) .  This was t h e  only  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t h a t  he  saw t h a t  day (pg. 5 7 ) .  

( 3 )  Night l aage r  p o s i t i o n .  

The wi tnes s  desc r ibed  t h e  pe r ime te r  o f  t h e  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  a s  having t h e  second p l a toon  on t h e  l e f t ,  
t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  and then t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  
(pg. 57) . The back was towards t h e  ocean (pg. 57) . The 
wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d . t h e  mortar  a t t a c k  and t h e  presence  of 

Spooky (pg. 5 8 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any smal l  
arms f i r e  du r ing  t h e  mortar  a t t a c k ,  b u t  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  
they r e t u r n e d  some f i r e  (pg.  5 9 ) .  

A c t i v i t i e s  on 19 March. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  saw t h e  p r i s o n e r s  be ing  
i n t e r r o g a t e d  and one be ing  taken  t o  t h e  ocean (pg.  5 9 ) .  
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4. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  was n o t  ques t ioned  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 6 2 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  heard rumors t h a t  one company 

w a s  "kicked o u t  of Task Force Barker" because they had 
"more o r  less wiped.  o u t  a  v i l l a g e . "  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
whether it wast'C Company o r  D Company" (pg . 65) . He had 
been t o l d  t h i s  one o r  two weeks a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  by 
some members of t h e  company (pgs.  6 5 ,  6 6 ) .  Sergeant  
MCCLOUD t o l d  him t h e  same s t o r y ( p g .  6 6 ) .  The wi tnes s  
was never t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  6 6 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The wi tnes s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  MICHLES s t r e s s e d  t h e  f a c t  
t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were n o t  t o  be  harmed 
(pg.  33) -

b .  The wi tnes s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he had g iven  f o u r  r o l l s  
of e i g h t  m i l l i m e t e r  movie f i l m  t o  a man named " W i l l i e  BESS', who 

was i n  t h e  company r e a r ,  t o  mai l  f o r  him (pgs .  6 2 ,  6 4 ) .  

The f i l m  conta ined  some views of a t r o c i t i e s ,  and when 

t h e  w i tnes s  only  r ece ived  one r o l l  back wi th  h a l f  " b l o t t e d  

o u t " ,  he presumed t h a t  Kodak had tu rned  it over t o  t h e '  

government (pg.  63) . 


c .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  "po t"  was a  problem i n  
t h e  company, b u t  was no t  t aken  o u t  on o p e r a t i o n s  (pg. 6 9 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES .-- PAGES 

1 i W i t  had r e c e i v e d  I 
MACV Card "Nine Rules"  one .  2 

MACV Card "The Enemy - i n  


M- 3 Your Hands" W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l .  2 

T r a n s c r i p t  o f  TF Barker  Transmissions re-


M-20 t a p e  q a r d i n s  t h e  

a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  w e r e  


-	 r e a d .  t o  w i t n e s s .  7 
Wit l d e n t l r l e a  


- - M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene .PLACEK and HOFFMAN 23 

g u a r d i n g  V i e t n a m e s ~  


I 	 I
I W i t  r e c o g n i z e d  the1 

I Misce l l aneous  Scene I p e o p l e  b u t  d i d  n o t  24 
( 	 know where h e  saw 

them. 
W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  

P-20 Misce l l aneous  Scene 	 a r t i l l e r y  b e i n g  7 1 8  

f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  LZ 

a s  t h e y  approached 


W i t  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  25 
man w i t h o u t  a

I he lmet  and h i s  I
1- i n t e r p r e t e r ,  b u t  I 

---I-	 I 
I d i d  n o t  know h i s  

name. -
W i t  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  

- Misce l l aneous  Scene i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  25 

W i t  s t a t e d  t h a t  

P-22 Misce l l aneous  Scene h~ d i d  n o t  know 26 


where it was b u t  

t- h e  w a s  t h e r e ] 


1 W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

-	 M i  W e o u s  Scene h i m s e l f  on  t h e  ' 26  

ext reme r i g h t ,  
b u t  d id  n o t  know 
where i t  was 
t a k e n .  
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EXHIBITS 

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

P-52 
I n d i v i d u a l  photo of ' W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
CPT KOTOUC t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r  56,60 

on 18 and 1 Y  Marcn. 

A e r i a l  photo,  Son My Used t o  o r i e n t  t h e  
P-168 v i l l a g e ,  c o a s t a l  complex wi tnes s .  8 

W i t  r ecognized  t h e  
P-206 Miscel laneous Scene - a r e a  b u t  could n o t  8 

r e c a l l  f l r e  I n  t h e  
LZ. 
W i t  d l d  n o t  r e c a l l  

P-207 Miscel laneous Scene a r t i l l e r y  be ing  
Pinto 

7 , 8as they  came i n .  
W i t  recognized t h e  

P-208 2 7 , 2 8Miscel laneous Scene p r i s o n e r s  and 
s t a t e d  lt was near  
t h e  CP. 
W i t  l d e n t l t l e d  as 

P-212 46Miscel laneous Scene t h e  v i l l a g e  which -
was on a linger 01 

land .  
U s e d  t o  o r l e n t  

MAP-4 Map 6 7 3 9  I1 t h e  w i tnes s  . 8 

9 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0930 hours,  9 Feb-
ruary, 1 970. ) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  cOL 
WILSON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The nex t  witness  i s  M r .  Leon R.  MERCER 

(MR MERCER was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows : )  

RCDR : Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupation and 
residence? 

A .  My f u l l  name i s  Leon Randal MERCER. My oc-
cupation i s  heavy equipment opera to r .  I ' m  l i v i n g  r i g h t  
now i n  Okeechobee, F lor ida .  The address i s  Blue f i e ld  
Road, Route 1. 

COL WILSON: M r .  MERCER, d i d  you have a chance t o  read 
Exhibi t  M- 81? 

A .  Right. 

COL WILSON: What was your job i n  B/4/3 on t h e  16t h  of 
March 1968? 

A .  I c a r r i e d  a r a d i o  f o r  a  long time. 

Q. Which n e t  was t h i s ?  

A. I was j u s t  on t h e  company n e t .  

Q Were you with t h e  11th Brigade i n  Hawaii? 

A .  Right,  s i r .  I was s e n t  over  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  d a t e  I got  s e n t  over  t h e r e .  There was a 
whole bunch of us t h a t  got  s e n t  over t h e r e .  They took 
a l l  of us and pu t  it i n  t h e r e  and brought it up t o  
s t r eng th .  We took a l o t  of t r a i n i n g  over t h e r e  and we 
we,e s e n t  over  t h e r e .  

Q During your m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g ,  a t  any time 
d id  you r e c a l l  e v e r  q e t t i n g  a c l a s s  on t h e  s u b j e c t  of 
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l e g a l  ve r sus  i l l e g a l  o r d e r s ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  d i d .  I d o n ' t  re-
member t h a t .  

Q This  c l a s s  probably would have come through 
a t  a t i m e  when m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  w a s  be ing  t a u g h t  o r  the 
Geneva Convention o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  sir.  

Q I have two e x h i b i t s .  One E x h i b i t  M-2 e n t i -
t l e d ,  "Nine Rules ."  I t ' s  a MACV c a r d ,  a w a l l e t - s i z e d  
card.  Have you e v e r  s een  t h a t ?  A f a c s i m i l e  copy. 

A. I b e l i e v e  I have,  sir.  I b e l i e v e  we g o t  one.  
W e l l ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  we g o t  one be fo re  we g o t  s e n t  over .  
W e  had t o  g e t  a l o t  o f  c a r d s  and some s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  
I f  t h i s  is  t h e  same one. 

Q W a s  t h i s  i n  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  J u s t  b e f o r e  we go t  s e n t  ove r  t o  
'Nam. 

Q The nex t  e x h i b i t  i s  E x h i b i t  M-3 e n t i t l e d  
"The Enemy I n  Your Hands." Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  ca rd?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  one l i k e  t h i s .  

Q I want you t o  t h i n k  back t o  t h e  1 5 t h  o f  
March. The o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about was dur-
i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  16-19 March. L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  
on t h e  f i r s t  day. MILUS was k i l l e d  on t h e  l a s t  n i g h t .  
T h a t ' s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Now, t h e  day be fo re  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  
took place- ,  I want you t o  t h i n k  back and t e l l  m e  who t o l d  
you t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was coming o f f  and what was s a i d ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  on ly  t i m e  we knew w e  w a s  going on an 
o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  day w a s  when we moved o u t .  We would 
s t a y  on t h e  f i r e  base  maybe 2 o r  3 days and they  would 
f l y  us o u t .  I f  I'n n o t  mistaken, on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
day, w e  knew i t  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  when they  t o l d  us t o  be  
ready t o  move o u t  t h e  fo l lowing  morning. W e  was going 
on a s e a r c h  and c l e a r  o r  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  I d o n ' t  
remember j u s t  which miss ion i t  was and what t h e y  named it. 
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We g o t  CA'd o u t .  W e  no sooner  g o t  o f f  t h e  choppers--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W a i t .  I want t o  t r y  t o  s t i c k  
t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  What else d i d  t hey  t e l l  YOU? Who t o l d  
you t h i s ?  

A. That  would come down--well a t  t h a t  t i m e  I w a s  
w i th  t h e  company commander. He j u s t  t o l d  us t h a t  we would 
be going o u t  tomorrow on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and supposed t o  
l a s t  maybe a couple  o r  3 days o r  something and g e t  your  
g e a r  ready.  

Q Was t h e r e  anybody e l s e  t h e r e  when he t o l d  you
t h i s ?  

A.  There w a s  what t hey  c a l l e d  t h e  CP group which 
was t h e  medic, and two more, ano the r  RTO. Then t h e r e  was 
a s e r g e a n t  t h e r e  who was i n  charge of us .  

Q You wou ldn ' t  have g o t t e n  t h i s  i n  any of  t h e  
p la toon  l e a d e r s  ' meetings? 

A. Oh, no, sir.  W e  d i d n ' t  have a p l a toon  meeting 
l i k e  t h a t  because we was j u s t  around him and what informa-
t i o n  h e  wanted t o  t e l l  us ,  t h a t  was what he  t o l d  u s .  

Q How many r a d i o s  d i d  you have i n  t h e  CP? 

A. I n  t h e  f i e l d  we had two: t h e  company and t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  n e t .  

Q No s p a r e s ?  

A.  No, s i r .  W e  d i d n ' t  c a r r y  no s p a r e s .  There 
w a s  normally two r a d i o s  i n  each p l a toon :  one f o r  t h e  l i e u -
t e n a n t  and one f o r  t h e  s e r g e a n t .  The reason w e  d i d n ' t  
want t o  c a r r y  s p a r e s  w a s  a c t u a l l y  we d i d n ' t  have no p l a c e  
t o  c a r r y  them w i t h  eve ry th ing  else. 

Q - Any i n s t r u c t i o n s  passed  o u t  about t h e  d e s t r u c -
t i o n  of v i l l a g e s ,  burn ing  o f  houses and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  When we would go through a v i l l a g e  
they would t e l l  u s  i f  it w a s  s ea rch  and d e s t r o y .  When w e  
went i n t o  a v i l l a g e  i f  it was cons ide red  a f r i e n d l y  v i l -
l a g e  w e  d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  no th ing .  W e  j u s t  s ea rched  i t  and 
go on. 
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I f  it was on s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  which normal ly  t hey  would 
send us i n  t h e r e  i f  t h e  people  wasn ' t  f r i e n d l y  and expec ted  
something. Normally t h e r e  wasn ' t  anybody i n  t h e r e  when w e  
g o t  i n  t h e r e  e x c e p t  a few o l d  people  who c o u l d n ' t  walk. W e  
would just go ahead and burn t h e  p l a c e s  down l i k e  we w e r e  . 

t o l d  and move on. 

Q What d i d  you do wi th  t h e  o l d  people?  

A .  L e f t  them t h e r e .  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  operat ion--
what do you mean you l e f t  them t h e r e ?  

A .  W e  l e f t  them t h e r e  j u s t  l i k e  we found them. 
I f  they  w a s  o u t s i d e  around a . w e l l  o r  something o r  i n  one 
of them hootches  i n  t h e  ground w e  would go i n  t h e r e  and 
sea rch  t h a t  and l e a v e  them t h e r e .  Maybe they  would p u t  
them i n  t h e  c e n t e r  and t a l k  t o  them o r  t r y  t o  f i n d  o u t  
something and we'd move on. I f  they  was young o r  some-
t h i n g  w e  would have them s e n t  back i n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  o r  
t a l k  t o  them. 

Q This  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  you've given me I 
t h i n k  normal procedure .  For  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  
w e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d ?  

A. Not then .  Like I say .  He t o l d  us t o  g e t  o u r  
g e a r  t o g e t h e r ,  t h a t  we was going t o  be CA'd. That was it. 

Q Did you know where you were going? 

A. He would say  something about - - I 'd  c a t c h  some-
t h i n g  about  t e l l i n g  one of t h e  o f f i c e r s  something l i k e  
t h a t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know where we was going u n t i l  we landed.  
You know t h e r e  i s  going t o  be rumors around about where 
w e  was going b u t  none of  them was ha rd ly  a c c u r a t e .  I 'd 
say  t h a t .  

Q But you d i d n ' t  know what t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  
w a s  down t h e r e ?  

A. W e  d i d n ' t  know whether t h e r e  was going t o  be 
a b a t t a l i o n  o r  a cbmpany j u s t  a few o r  j u s t  go o u t  and 
f i n d  what was t h e r e .  
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Q Do you know what t h e  o t h e r  p l a toons  w e r e  sup-
posed t o  do? 

A .  Not r e a l l y .  H e  would t e l l  them, "You go and 
t a k e  t h i s  a r e a  here . "  The o t h e r  would be more o r  l e s s  
l i k e  drawing a l i n e  and s e a r c h i n g  and f i n d  what you could  
f i nd .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  I n  r ega rds  t o  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  
fo l lowing  day,  what l i f t  were you i n ?  

A. I t h i n k  w e  w a s  i n  what w e  c a l l e d  t h e  second 
s o r t i e ,  I b e l i e v e .  That  l i f t  t h a t  we went i n  t h e  whole--
t h e  c a p t a i n  went o u t  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  and then  w e  went 
o u t  on t h e  f i rs t  l i f t .  L i eu t enan t  COCHRAN1s p l a toon  went 
o u t  w i t h  us .  H e  landed and then  w e  landed.  

Q The CP and t h e  2d P la toon?  Where was t h e  mor-
t a r  p l a toon?  

A. They h a d n ' t  even come o u t  y e t .  

Q - You a r e  s u r e  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN w a s  wi th  
you a l l ?  

A. H e  w a s  w i th  t h e  p l a toon  t h a t  landed w i t h  us .  
I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  of  t h a t  because they  no sooner  g o t  on 
t h e  ground when they  s t a r t e d  moving o u t .  By t h a t  t i m e  
t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  choppers had s t a r t e d  coming i n .  They was 
jumping o f f .  They h a d n ' t  even g o t t e n  time t o  g e t  o u t  
of the way of  t h e  choppers be fo re  t h e  f i r s t  c a s u a l t y  
took p l a c e .  The p l a toon  had j u s t  s t a r t e d  t o  go o u t ,  move 
ou t .  They had a l i t t l e  rise t o  go up, i n  o t h e r  words, go 
down and come up and t h a t ' s  t h e  way he chose t o  go. W e  
heard a loud  exp los ion .  I t  d i d n ' t  happen 50 t o  7 5  
meters from where t h e  CP was a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q- Who secu red  t h e  l and ing  zone f o r  t h e  2d 
Pla toon? 

A. They would always go i n  and p rep  t h e  p l a c e .  
They would run  t h e  Sharks ove r  it and g e t  it ready f o r  
us .  A l o t  o f  t i m e s  i f  it was supposed t o  be a r e a l  h o t  
LZ t hey  k e p t  Sharks  over  us a l l  t h e  t i m e .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
a couple of  p l a t o o n s  would l a n d  and they  would s e c u r e  t h e  LZ. 
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Q So t h e  2d P la toon  d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  a t  a l l ?  ~t 
s t a r t e d  movement as soon as it h i t  t h e  ground? 

A. Right .  A s  soon as t h e  men g o t  o f f  t h a t  l i f t ,  and 
t h e  o l d  man g o t  down, w e  w e r e  going t o  move o u t  t o  s ecu re  
t h e  LZ. T h a t ' s  t h e  morning when t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o t  it. 

LTC NOLL: Was t h e  second l i f t  on t h e  ground when he was 
h i t  by t h e  mine o r  s t epped  on t h e  mine? 

A. I know a l l  h i s  p l a toon  w a s  t h e r e  and t h e  o t h e r  was 
j u s t  coming i n  t o  l and .  They just about had t h e  whole company 
a t  t h a t  t ime i n  t h e  choppers on t h e  way t h e r e .  They d i d n ' t  
have t o  go back and come aga in .  A l l  of  us was i n  t h e  a i r  a t  
t h e  t i m e .  

COL WILSON: Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  when you went i 'n? 

A. Not a b i t .  

Q Did any develop while--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not du r ing  t h a t  p e r i o d .  W e  d i d n '  t 
f i r e  a s h o t .  There w a s n ' t  a s h o t  f i r e d  up un t i l - -we l l ,  t h e  
on ly  t h i n g  w e  hea rd  was t h a t  exp los ion  and t h a t  w a s  it. W e  
d i d n '  t r e c e i v e  no f i r e  and we d i d n ' t  r e t u r n  none. There wasn 't 
nobody t h e r e ,  a c t u a l l y .  There wasn ' t  anybody h a r d l y  u n t i l  we 
g o t  where o l d  M I L U S  g o t  k i l l e d .  We r an  i n t o  one v i l l a g e .  

Q The doorgunners w e r e n ' t  f i r i n g  when you went i n ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Do you remember having t o  make a go-around? 

A. Go-around? Do you mean c i r c l e  it b e f o r e  we went 
i n ?  No, s ir .  W e  d i d n ' t  because when we took o f f  t h e  Sharks 
w e r e  c i r c l i n g  t h e  a r e a  and j u s t  before--when they  seen  us 
coming they  s t a r t e d  s t r a f i n g  t h e  a r e a .  They d i d n ' t  p u t  o u t  
no fire on t h a t  l and ing .  

LTC NOLL: D o  you know i f  t h e r e  was an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  know about t h a t .  I n  t h a t  p l a c e  
t h a t  w e  landed t h e r e  was a t r a i l  running up through.  I t  went 
a c r o s s  a c r eek  and t h a t ' s  where one o f  o u r  p o i n t  men g o t  h i s  
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f o o t  blowed o f f .  W e  landed t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  no f i r e ,  
except  t h a t  it was p u t  i n  t h e r e  before  us .  J u s t  before  we s i t  
down t h e r e  was a prep  by t h e  Sharks. The machinegunners on 
t h e  o t h e r  choppers were ready, b u t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  any need f o r  
them. There wasn ' t  any sho t s  f i r e d  when we went i n .  

COL WILSON: Let  me give you something from Exhibi t  M-20 
which is  a tape  recording of a communication between t h e  com-
mand elements t h a t  morning. Coyote i s  t a l k i n g  t o  Dolphin Lead. 
He says ,  " A r t i l l e r y  prep i s  s t a r t e d .  Should go on schedule.  
You should touch down a t  0815." 

A. Did t h a t  come over b a t t a l i o n  n e t ?  

Q- That i s  c o r r e c t .  

A. I t  was t h e  o t h e r  RTO then.  

Q - That i s  c o r r e c t .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  something 
t o  your mind. Dolphin Lead t o  Coyote 6 says l a t e r ,  t h e  per iod  L 

of t i m e  I d o n ' t  have: " I  had t o  make a go-around because t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  was s t i l l  shoot ing while I was on my approach, and 
d i d n ' t  want t o  land i n  t h e r e  while i t  was going." Coyote 6 ,  
"Roger, rounds complete. " 

' A. That prep was on t h e  day Lieutenant  COCHRAN g o t  
killed? I d o n ' t  remember no a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  no prep  on t h a t  
LZ . 
Q Dolphin Lead t o  Coyote 6 a few minutes l a t e r ,  
"This completes your l i f t  f o r  t h i s  morning. We only had one 
problem and t h a t  was t h a t  the  a r t i l l e r y  d i d n ' t  g e t  s h u t  o f f  
i n  time. " Coyote 6 affirmed and s a i d  it was a minute l a t e  
c u t t i n g  o f f .  

A. I don I t  remember no prep  being f i r e d  i n  t h e r e  while 
we was landing. 

Q Do you remember t h e  Sharks? Remember t h e  gunships 
going i n ?  

A .  Oh, yes ,  s ir .  We could s e e  them make t h e i r  runs a s  we 
w a s  coming through. 

Q These two photographs, Exh ib i t s  P-20 and P-207, show 
f i r e  going i n t o  what i s  supposed t o  be c lose  by o r  on your land-
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i n g  zone. Do you r ecogn ize  them? 

A. This  i s  t h e  same LZ t h a t  w e  l anded  on? 

Q I don' t know. I t h i n k  from my informat ion  it wa's  
e i t h e r  t h e  l and ing  zone o r  c l o s e  by t h e  l a n d i n g  zone. 

A. I t  cou ld  have been c l o s e  by t h e  l and ing  zone because 
they  prepped one area r i g h t  ove r  from us r i g h t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
w e  h i t  t h e  ground. 

Q - These photographs  w e r e  t aken  i n  f l i g h t  e n  r o u t e  t o  
t h e  l and ing  zone. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember them prepping t h e  a r e a  b e f o r e  w e  
landed.  

Q That i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a p rep  h e r e .  This  could  very
w e l l  be  r o c k e t s .  

A. It  cou ld  have come from t h e  gunships .  

Q I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p i n  you down as t o  whether  t h e r e  
w a s  a p r e p  o r  no t .  What I'm t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i s ,  do you re-
member t h i s  a r e a ?  Does t h i s  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  ha rd  f o r  m e  t o  s ay .  A l l  of  it looked 
t h e  same t o  m e .  

Q - There  's no th ing  t h e r e  t h a t  looks- - tha t  you would 
remember? Do you remember t h e  co lo red  smoke on t h e  ground when 
you came i n  t h a t  day? Marker? 

A .  There w a s  some smoke coming up b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
i f  i t  was t h i s  l avende r  o r  yel low o r  what. This  wa te r  on t h i s  
l a s t  p i c t u r e ,  t h i s  P-206, I remember t h e  w a t e r  and a l l  t h i s ,  
b u t  t h e  f i r e  i s  what I c a n ' t  p l a c e .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
excep t  t h e  r a t e  t h e  gunships  p u t  o u t  b e f o r e  w e  set down. 

Q E x h i b i t  MAP-4. I ' m  going t o  p o i n t  o u t  where we 
t h i n k  your l a n d i n g  zone w a s .  Th is  graveyard he re .  W e  t h i n k  
you landed i n  h e r e  somewhere and t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN was 
k i l l e d  up h e r e .  Now, h e r e  i s  t h e  b r i d g e .  

A. W e l l ,  we landed j u s t  I ' d  say  about  500 t o  600 meters  , 
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t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  and t h e r e  was a graveyard t h e r e .  A t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  remember because t h e r e  w a s  a t r a i l  coming up 
and t h e r e  w a s  some o l d  barbed w i r e  s t u f f  they  had l a y i n g  o u t  
t h e r e .  The choppers c o u l d n ' t  see it and set  down f o r  us t o  g e t  
o f f  because i f  t hey  d i d n ' t  it would p u l l  up i n  p l a c e .  They could  
g e t  as c l o s e  as they  could  and t h a t  day we had t o  i m p  o u t  of  t h e  
choppers.  

Q There i s  one t r a i l  t h a t  shows on t h e  map h e r e  t h a t  
i s  521, which i s  t h a t  main t r a i l .  I t  came i n  a l l  t h e  way a c r o s s  
t h e  a r ea .  Th i s  i s  t h e  t r a i l ,  p a r t  of  which went over  t h a t  
b r i d g e ,  and probably t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  you would have followed 
going t o  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e  nex t  day. 

A. W e  went up a t r a i l  t h e  nex t  day.  

Q Now, i s  t h a t  t h e  same t r a i l  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about? 
Do you remember t h a t  t r a i l  you went up? 

A .  Right .  I remember t h a t  t r a i l .  
(4 

Q How f a r  w a s  t h e  CP from t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  day? 

A. W e  l anded  j u s t  a few f e e t  from t h e  t r a i l .  

Q And t h a t  i s  where t h e  CP se t  up? 

A.  No, w e  d i d n ' t  set up. When w e  landed we moved o u t  
j u s t  a l i t t l e  ways from where w e  landed.  W e  moved up and t h e r e  
was some l i t t l e  o l d  p i n e s  t h e r e .  W e  were s e t t i n g  up t h e r e  
w a i t i n g  f o r  everybody t o  g e t  t h e r e  s o  we could  s t a r t  t h e  op-
e r a t i o n s .  

Q W e l l ,  t h e  2d P la toon  had moved o f f  by then?  

A. Right .  They w a s  .going t o  go o u t  and secure--I  know 
what t hey  was going t o  do. They was going t o  s e c u r e  t h e  o l d  
man. Because I d o n ' t  blame them. T h a t ' s  where--going up t h a t  
l i t t l e  bank was where he  g o t  i t .  Ac tua l ly  by. t h e  t ime he s t a r t -
ed  moving o u t  everybody was coming i n  on t h e  ground. Choppers 
was t a k i n g  o f f  and one of  t h e  s o r t i e s  p icked  him up. 

Q Was L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN k i l l e d  on t h e  sou th  o r  on 
the  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h a t  t r a i l ?  

A. I ' d  s a y  we come i n  on t h e  t r a i l  l i k e  t h i s .  The 
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t r a i l  w a s  running he re .  

Q When you 'go t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  you should  have beer 
heading due n o r t h  back toward Upt igh t?  u p t i g h t  w a s  due no r th?  

A. Right .  T h a t ' s  t h e  same way we landed.  W e  landed ax 
t h a t ' s  t h e  way w e  g o t  o f f .  L i eu t enan t  COCHRAN s t a r t e d  o f f  t o  
t h e  r i g h t  and moved up forward. 

Q. Did he  c r o s s  t h e  t r a i l ?  

A .  Right ,  s ir .  H e  w a s  a c r o s s  t h a t  t r a i l .  H e  was head6 
back up towards Upt igh t .  

Q. Now w e  want t o  f i x  t h i s ,  as w e l l  as p o s s i b l e ,  and 
w e ' l l  go from t h i s  map t o  t h e  aerial  photograph.  The same loc ;  
t i o n  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph which is  ~ x h i b i tP-168. Go back 
t o  t h i s  map, h e r e ,  j u s t  f o r  g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  

(Colonel  WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on E x h i b i t  MAP-
and E x h i b i t  P-168.) 

COL WILSON: The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  company commanderfs 
h e l i c o p t e r  landed j u s t  sou th  of  t h e  t r a i l .  Right  by t h e  t r a i l ,  
we b e l i e v e  it w a s  521, and t h e  2d P la toon  moved o f f  r i g h t  away, 

The sequence o f  e v e n t s  t h e r e  accord ing  t o  t h e  l o g ,  
( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  M-16) t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  touchdown w a s  0815. 
That  would have been your  lift. The second l i f t  touchdown was 
a t  0827. Two l i f t s .  L i eu t enan t  COCHRAN was wounded a t  0845. 

A. I d o n ' t  know about t h e  t ime t h e r e  when w e  a l l  landec 

Q We're j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  t i m e s  f i x e d .  This  is  
what t h e  l o g  s a y s .  Somebody was r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  in format ion  
back t o  Task Force Barker.  

A. I know a f t e r  w e  w a s  on t h e  ground t h e  c a p t a i n  would 
c a l l  back and t e l l  t h a t  t h e  s o r t i e  w a s  complete,  "Now s t a r t i n g  
o p e r a t i o n , "  or  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q That  i s  t h e  sequence o f  e v e n t s .  Tha t  t a k e s  you up 
t o  t h e  t ime L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ,  t h a t ' s  about  0845. 
1st Pla toon  came i n  on t h e  second l i f t ,  you say?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h e  second o r  it could  have been 
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another. 

Q D i d  you n o t i c e  which way they  went? 

A. No, sir ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q They went over toward t h e  br idge  and crossed  t h e  
r i v e r .  

A. Well, I know t h a t ,  before  the  day ended, before  
we laagered i n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  they were headed towards t h e  br idge.  
I d o n ' t  know i f  as soon as  they  got  o f f  the  choppers they 
s t a r t e d  t h a t  way o r  not .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  because a l l  
t h a t  was t o l d  t o  them before they eve r  h i t  t h e  ground. 

Q Afte r  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  you d o n ' t  r e -
member what t h e  1st Platoon did? 

A .  No, sir .  

Q Do you remember anything e l s e  happening? 

A. A l l  I know t h e r e  was a scramble t o  g e t  over  t h e r e  
and f ind  o u t  i f  he was r e a l l y  dead o r  what happened, before  t h a t  
platoon o r  t h e  company C P  moved he was evac 'd .  

Q P r e t t y  f a s t ?  

A.  Yes. The chopper was j u s t  about r i g h t  overhead of 
us. He s e t  down and took him out .  Then we go t  h i s  personal  
belongings w e  brought over and I c a r r i e d  them. So t h a t  n igh t  
when we got  r e supp l i ed ,  I set it on a chopper on i n .  

LTC NOLL: Did they take  a l l  t h e  wounded on t h a t  chopper o r  d i d  
they j u s t  t ake  him? 

A .  Well a t  t h a t  time t h e r e  r e a l l y  wasn ' t  t o o  many h u r t  
t h a t  bad t o  have them evac 'd  t h a t  quick.  I th ink  somebody s a i d  
one of them had j u s t  got ten  a small  fragment i n  t h e  arm o r  
something. 

Q One chopper you only had Lieutenant  COCHRAN on it. 

A. Right. A s  f a r  a s  I can remember, j u s t  Lieutenant  
COCHRAN go t  on t h a t  chopper. 
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COL WILSON: About 4 5  minutes l a t e r  a second mine was de-
tonated. A t  t h a t  time t h e r e  were t h r e e  wounded. 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink  of  t h e  boys1 names. 

Q I can give some names of people t h a t  were wounded 
t h a t  day, if t h a t  would h e l p  you any. 

A. It would. 

Q On t h e  16th:  COCHRAN, WILBURN, CANTU, HITCHMAN, 
TRAVERSA, SHIFLEY. 

A. Right. That morning w e  about l o s t  t h e  whole p la-
toon on t h a t  one l i t t l e  go up on t h a t  t r a i l .  A s  soon a s  t h a t  
second mine detonated,  t h e  cap ta in  t o l d  m e  t o  c a l l  them. I 
c a l l e d  and he wanted t o  t a l k  t o  them t o  t e l l  them t o  come back 
o u t  of t h e r e  because it was heav i ly  mined. Af ter  t h a t  second 
mine went o f f ,  t h a t ' s  why he terminated it. He wanted them back 
o u t  of the re .  Come back j u s t  t h e  same way they went i n ,  t h e  
same s t e p s .  So they wouldn't  set o f f  another  mine. That second 
detonated w a s  when w e  c a l l e d  them up and t o l d  them t o  come ou t  
of t h e r e - T h a t ' s  when CANTU and a l l  them--and they brought 
them r i g h t  back o u t ;  if I ' m  no t  mistaken, somewhere genera l ly  
t h e  same way they  went i n ,  and pu t  them on the  next  chopper-

Q. I n  conjunct ion with t h a t  order .  This o r d e r  came 
a f t e r  t h e  de tonat ion  of t h e  second mine? 

A. Right. 

Q How f a r  d id  t h e  platoon move from where Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  The l a s t  man h a d n ' t  r e a l l y  g o t  up 
over t h a t  l i t t l e  k n o l l .  

Q We're t a l k i n g  about a few feet or  a few meters o r  
what? 

# 

A. I don 't r e a l l y  know how f a r  they were spaced apa r t .  
I know t h a t  t h e  l a s t  man hadn ' t  g o t t e n  up over  t h a t  l i t t l e  
o l d  h i l l  over t h e r e .  I th ink  t h e  p o i n t  man o r  something had 
j u s t  passed it. I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  was 10 meters ,  20 meters 
o r  30 meters. 1 
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Q The pe r iod  i s  p r e t t y  we l l  f ixed  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  log 
goes. I t  was about 4 5  minutes from t h e  time COCHRAN was k i l l e d  
u n t i l  t h e  next  man t r i p p e d  t h a t  mine. 

A. I d o n ' t  know how many meters. I t  d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  
j u s t  a few minutes i n  between. T h a t ' s  when he c a l l e d  them up 
and t o l d  them d o n ' t  go no f u r t h e r ,  t u r n  around and come back. 

Q- Now, do you know i f  anybody t a l k e d  t o  t h e  company
commander before  he i s sued  t h i s  o rde r  t o  double back? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I don ' t .  

Q Do you know whether Colonel BARKER t o l d  him anything? 

A. No, sir.  I f  he d id ,  he c a l l e d  him on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
n e t  and a t  t h a t  time we was s t i l l  s o r t  of together .  We were 
s t i l l  p r e t t y  close toge the r ,  because we d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  know 
what we was g e t t i n g  i n t o  r i g h t  then. We s t ayed  p r e t t y  c lose  
t o  him. A s  f a r  a s  I know, he didn 't g e t  a c a l l  t o  t e l l  them 
t o  come back o u t  of t h a t - - t e l l  t h e  platoon t o  back up, go 
forward. He j u s t  took i t  on h i s  own, a s  f a r  a s  I knew, t o  t e l l  
them t o  come back o u t  because he done t h a t  on s e v e r a l  occasions.  
I know t i m e s  t h a t  they 'd  come i n  and they 'd  l o s t  men. I t  
seemed l i k e  t h e  f u r t h e r  they go, t h e  more it went. So he had 
them backtrack. T e l l  them t o  t u r n  r i g h t  around i n  t h e  same 
t r ack  and walk i n  t h e  same t r a c k  r i g h t  back o u t .  

Q This  was no t  an unusual procedure? 

A .  No, sir.  When we went t o  a p lace  if he had any 
idea  t h a t  it w a s  heavi ly  booby-trapped o r  mined, nobody went 
i n t o  it. 

Q- W e  had an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  the  2 d  Platoon may have 
had t h e  mission o f  sweeping , P i n k v i l l e ,  My Lai  (1), and t h a t  
when these  mines w e r e  h i t  Colonel BARKER s a i d ,  "Don't sweep 
P inkv i l l e .  " 

A. I never heard nothing about t h a t .  I know when they 
s t a r t e d  i n  t h e r e  and Lieutenant  COCHRAN go t  k i l l e d  he was s t i l l  
supposed t o  move o u t  i n  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n .  When t h a t  o t h e r  ex-
p l ~ s i o nwent o f f  he t o l d  him t o  come out  of the re .  Whether 
he was t o l d  t o  do t h a t  I d o n ' t  know. A s  f a r  a s  I know--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Were t h e r e  any communications, a t  t h a t  
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time, d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  3d Platoon? Was t h e r e  any ques t ion  of 
change i n  mission o r  r ep lac ing  t h e  2d with t h e  3d Platoon t o  
do whatever t h e  2d  was supposed t o  do? 

A. L e t  me th ink  now. I want t o  make sure .  I know when 
they s t a r t e d  on up t h a t  way he t o l d  them t o  continue on t h e i r  
mission. When CANTU and those  fel lows go t  h i t  they  w a s  brought 
back t h e  same, o r  genera l ly  t h e  same way. They didn 't go back 
i n t o  t h a t  same area  towards t h e  same d i r e c t i o n .  I c a l l e d  the  
se rgean t  up. I d o n ' t  know whether they had a se rgean t  i n  t h a t  
platoon a t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  no t ,  t h e  o l d  man t a lked  t o  him. 

LTC NOLL: I n  what d i r e c t i o n  were they moving? Back toward My 
Lai  (1)? Had they gone i n t o  P inkv i l l e?  

A. From t h e s e  maps, I don 't know. I know we headed back 
towards Uptight because t h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e  whole opera t ion  
s t a r t e d .  When we landed we was headed back toward  up t igh t  and 
when we s t a r t e d  moving t h a t ' s  t h e  same way we moved. Before 
long we had s h i f t e d  and turned  and went back towards t h i s  
r idge  r i g h t  h e r e ,  up t h a t  t r a i l .  L a t e r  on, t h e  1st Platoon 
had c a l l e d  i n  t h a t  they had seen some people moving on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e .  A l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  we went up i n  t h e r e  w e  found a 
v i l l a g e  t h a t  had a l o t  of people i n  it. 

Q Okay. There i s  a communication t h a t  was taped some 
t i m e  about 0930 .  Coyote 6 says ,  "Three WHA down t h e r e ,  i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ? "  He rece ived  t h e  t ransmiss ion ,  "Very weak. Say 
again ,"  then ,  "Change b a t t e r i e s . "  

A. Right. 

Q Coyote 6 rogered whatever t h a t  t ransmission was : 
"I can come i n  and pick him up i f  y o u ' l l  pop smoke f o r  us and 
secure  a p lace  f o r  us. Over." Coyote 6 subsequently said--or 
it was arranged t h a t  t h e  mark would be v i o l e t  smoke. He s a i d ,  
"Have t h e  wounded s i t t i n g  t h e r e . "  Coyote 6 5 ,  do you know Coyote 
65?  Net c o n t r o l  s t a t i o n  f o r  b a t t a l i o n .  

9 ( In terpos ing)  He came i n  and asked, "Are you going
i n  Bravo's a r e a  t o  pick up wounded?" Reply was, "This is  Coyote 
6 ,  a f f i rma t ive .  " 

A. No. This o t h e r  RTO could have been t a l k i n g  t o  them , 
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o r  t h e  cap ta in  could have been doing t h a t  because he t a l k e d  
mostly t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t .  Everytime something l i k e  t h i s ,  
somebody go t  i n j u r e d ,  he more o r  less would t e l l  them t o  s t o p  
and t ake  t h e  r o s t e r  number, g e t  them i n  and g e t  them ou t  and 
then we would cont inue.  

Q Well, you were c lose  enough. I wondered i f  you
heard any of t h e s e  t ransmissions.  Apparently Colonel BARKER 
came i n  t h e r e  t o  pick up t h a t  l a s t  group. 

A. Right.  H e  picked up t h e  l a s t  one because he was 
s t i l l  i n  t h e  a i r .  I d o n ' t  know i f  h i s  chopper was t h e  one t h a t  
c a r r i e d  Lieutenant  COCHRAN. There was one chopper r i g h t  over-
head, he come down and picked 'him up a s  soon a s  w e  c a l l e d  f o r  
it. 

Q The chopper t h a t  Colonel BARKER was on came i n  
t o  pick up those l a s t  t h r e e .  Did Colonel BARKER s t o p  a t  any 
t i m e  t o  t a l k  t o  Captain MICHLES? 

A. No, sir. He never got  o f f  t h a t  chopper, t h a t  I re-
c a l l ,  never d id .  He s tayed on the  chopper because as soon a s  
he s e t  down they pu t  t h e  boys i n ,  and he went r i g h t  back up. 

Q What about t h e  communications from the  1st Platoon 
t h a t  morning? What do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  th ink  of what was s a i d  o r  where 
they were supposed t o  go and a l l  t h a t .  I know t h a t  l a t e r  on 
up i n  t h e  day they c a l l e d  us,  and s a i d  they had seen some ac-
t i v i t y  up by t h i s  br idge.  T h a t ' s  when he was t o l d  t o  be cau-
t i o u s  it could be mined, booby-trapped. That whole t r a i l  
could be s i n c e  t h e  men got  h i t  i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  a r e a  the re .  To 
be r e a l  cau t ious  and take  your time. He t o l d  them t h a t  him-
s e l f  on t h e  radio .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now h e r e ' s  what happened. 1st Platoon 
moved out  from t h a t  landing zone and went down t h a t  t r a i l  
and went t o  t h e  br idge .  We know t h a t  much. Everything a f t e r  
t h a t  we have t o  kind of take  according t o  what we th ink  hap-
pened. Something happened a t  t h e  br idge .  I d o n ' t  know what. 

A. Right. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  know whether we were 
supposed t o  go across  t h e  br idge ,  o r  were supposed t o  sweep 
t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  b r idge ,  o r  go on over. I d o n ' t  know i f  he 
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c a l l e d  them. Anyway, we w a s  t o l d  t o  go ac ross  t h e  br idge  and 
t o l d  t o  send a p o i n t  man on across  t o  make s u r e  it w a s  s a f e .  
Which t h a t ' s  t h e i r  job. Tha t ' s  when t h i s  boy l o s t  h i s  foo t .  He 
seen it and stepped on it. 

Q Wrong day. You' re on t h e  second day. This i s  t h e  
f i r s t  day t h e  platoon was over t h e r e  by i t s e l f .  The 1st Platoon 
went o f f  and l e f t  t h e  company and s tayed over  t h e r e  t h a t  n ight .  
Now, what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  i s  what was going on down there 
a t  t h e  br idge .  We understand Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM c a l l e d  f o r  
gunships,  a r t i l l e r y  and f i n a l l y  go t  mortar f i r e  down t h e r e .  81 
mortar belonging t o  t h e  company. 

A. I l o s t  a day t h e r e  then,  because I d o n ' t  know what 
took p lace .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q You haven ' t  l o s t  a day. You j u s t  l o s t  a  platoon.  The 
p latoon wasn ' t  w i th  you a l l  day. There should have been some 
communications, some heavy t r a f f i c ,  coming back from t h a t  1st 
Platoon,  t h a t  morning. 1 
A. Should have been, r i g h t .  

Q There should have been a l o t  of f i r i n g  going on over 
the re .  They should have asked.f o r  some mortar suppor t ,  and they 
should have asked f o r  some gunships.  

A. I l o s t  t h a t  p la toon,  then.  

Q Let  me t e l l  you what was repor ted .  A t  l e a s t  what 
was repor ted  back t o  Task Force Barker. I f  it was repor ted  t o  
Task Force Barker it had t o  come over  your r ad io .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t  i t  had t o  come through me. 

Q A t  0955 1 2  VC KIA were repor ted .  

A. Before we crossed  t h e  br idge?  

Q This i s  t h e  f i r s t  day. A s  you a l l  were s t i l l  over  
t h e r e  by P i n k v i l l e  g e t t i n g  ready t o  l i n k  up with C Company and 
l a a g e r  t h a t  n ight .  A t  0955, and t h i s  i s  about 25  minutes a f t e r  
t h a t  l a s t  mine went o f f .  The 1st Platoon repor ted  12 VC KIA.  

A. I must have l o s t  t h a t  platoon from t h a t  day t o  t h e  
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nex t  day. I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- Here ' s  some more. A t  1025 they  r e p o r t e d  18  VC K I A .  

A. I remember when they  r e p o r t e d  s o  many t h a t  we had 
c rossed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and w a s  going i n t o  a v i l l a g e ,  and t h e y  g o t  
s h o t  a t .  I remember t h i s .  They were supposed t o  have been a t  
t h a t  t ime t empora r i l y  h a l t e d  by s n i p e r  f i r e .  

Q That  could have happened, too .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  
16 th  and y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  17 th .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  no--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The n e x t  r e p o r t  t h a t  came i n  a t  
1025 t o  1045 was, " S t e e l  he lmets ,  uniforms,  and web equipment." 
Then a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h a t  a f te rnoon  a t  1420 t h e r e  were 8 more VC 
r epo r t ed  KIA.  That  i s  a t o t a l  of  38 f o r  t h e  day. With t h a t  
many people  r e p o r t e d  K I A  t h a t ' s  a s i z a b l e  number t o  come from 
one p la toon .  I t  looks  l i k e  you could  remember t h a t .  

I 

A. It  is .  T h a t ' s  why I ' m  t r y ing - - I  remember most o f  
t h a t  h igh count  came i n  a f t e r  w e  c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e  whole 
company . 
Q T h a t ' s  t h e  wrong day. 

A. Maybe I g o t  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r idge  mixed up, t hen .  

Q. Do you remember t h i s ?  

A. I remember a l l  t h e s e  K I A ' s  because he c a l l e d  m e  and 
r epo r t ed  t h e  f i r s t  ones. The c a p t a i n  c a l l e d  him back up and 
asked him t o  make s u r e ,  d o n ' t  be k i l l i n g  innocent  people .  Make 
s u r e  they  had something wi th  them be fo re  t hey  k i l l e d  them. 

Q Now, t h i s  was a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t  o f  12 VC K I A ,  
r i g h t ?  

A. It w a s  t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t .  I know it was t h e  f i r s t  
l i r g e  r e p o r t  come ove r ,  because it was t h e  on ly  one t h a t  w a s  
r e p o r t i n g  any K I A  ' s . 
Q And why d i d  Capta in  MICHLES t e l l  him n o t  t o  k i l l  any 
innocent  people?  
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A. W e l l ,  because from what I unders tand t h e r e  was a 
v i l l a g e  r i g h t  up t h e r e  and he g o t  s n i p e r  f i r e  o r  something 
going i n  t h e r e .  I don It know i f  it was t h a t  1 6t h  o r  1 7 t h .  I 
know it was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  he r e p o r t e d  any k i l l s .  H e  wanted 
t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t hey  was VC, and n o t  j u s t  people  running 
from him. 

LTC NOLL: You mentioned ,some s n i p e r  f i r e .  I t  wasn 't c l e a r  
i n  my mind where t h a t  s n i p e r  f i r e  was? 

A. L ike  I s a y ,  I remember t h e s e  k i l l s  p u t  i n ,  but 
t hey  w e r e  a c r o s s  t h a t  b r i d g e  when a11 t h i s  took p l a c e .  We 
never  was locked up wi th  them. I remember t h a t  n i g h t .  We 
wasn ' t  even a t  t h e  b r i d g e ,  y e t .  We moved up t o  t h a t  b r i d g e ,  
it seemed l i k e  l a t e r  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  o r  e a r l y  t h a t  morning, 
because we on ly  had a s h o r t  ways t o  go. There was--he s e n t  
him on up i n  t h e r e  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  a r e a  and check i t  on o u t  
b e f o r e  w e  g o t  t h e r e .  He had done went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
had s t a r t e d  back o u t  f r o m  what  he r e p o r t e d  and t h e  o l d  man 
s a y s ,  "You make s u r e  you s e a r c h  t h a t  v i l l a g e  good." H e  had 
a bad h a b i t  o f  j u s t  running i n  t h e r e  and u p s e t t i n g  r i c e ,  
t a k i n g  a b reak ,  and coming back.  He s e n t  him back i n  t h e r e  
aga in .  He r e p o r t e d  s n i p e r  f i r e  going up t h e  t r a i l  he had 
j u s t  come up on. H e  d i d  ask f o r  gunships and t h e  company 
commander s a y s ,  "NQ, n o t  f o r  j u s t  one s n i p e r . "  

Q D o  you know which day you a r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. I must be t a l k i n g  a h o u t  t h e  17 th .  

Q I 'm t r y i n g  t o  s t a y  on t h e  1 6  t h .  

A. I don ' t I -.i.'ernber t h e  1 6t h .  I know t h a t  t h e  day 
t h e  k i l l i n g  took p l a c e ,  t h a t  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  was b e f o r e  we locked 
up wi th  them. I do remember t h a t  now. I f  t h a t  happened on 
t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  dake t h a t  t h a t  took p l a c e .  I know t h a t  
was be fo re  w e  l a a y e r e d  wi th  them because we on ly  had a s h o r t  
p i e c e  t o  walk. 

Q You a r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  day you l i n k e d  up wi th  
t h e  1st P la toon?  

A. Right .  

Q = T h a t ' s  t h e  second day. T h a t ' s  t h e  17 th .  Now, 
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o t h e r  t han  t h a t  d a t e ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  t i m e  t h e s e  k i l l s  
w e r e  r epo r t ed .  The k i l l s  t h a t  are recorded a r e  on t h e  1 6 t h  
no t  t h e  17 th .  So, t h a t ' s  t h e  t h i n g  w e ' r e  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on 
r i g h t  now: t h e  day t h a t  t hose  k i l l s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  and t h e  re-
a t i o n s h i p  o f  what you remember i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  t h o s e  
k i l l s .  I f  you do  remember--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I remember t h e  k i l l s .  I remember 
it happened on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember whether  w e  w a s  w i th  them. I know w e  wasn ' t  w i th  them 
a t  t h e  t i m e  because w e  c a l l e d  them and t o l d  them t o  go back 
and make s u r e  t h e y  sea rched  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

LTC NOLL: You had two sets of  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e n ,  you g o t  
when he r e p o r t e d  t h e  k i l l s ?  He was t o l d  something about be-
i n g  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  k i l l  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A .  Right .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  H e  always t o l d  you t h a t  be-
f o r e  you done any shoot ing .  I d o n ' t  c a r e  i f  you see them 
around. H e  made s u r e  t hey  was armed. I f  w e  went i n  t h e r e  
and i f  they  w e r e  supposed t o  s t o p  when you h o l l e r e d  a t  them, 
they was supposed t o  s t o p .  Ninety-nine p e r c e n t  of them would 
s t o p .  The ones  t h a t  d i d n ' t ,  i f  you s h o t  them, you would end 
up f i n d i n g  something on them. 

Q That  was one se t  of  i n s t r u c t i o n s  you g o t ,  be  ca re -
f u l  ? 

A. Right .  

Q. The o t h e r  s e t  of i n s t r u c t i o n s  you got--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t u r n  around and go back,  r i g h t ?  

Q Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  what I ' m  ques t ion ing  you on. 

A. H e  did t e l l  him t h a t .  He t o l d  him a l l  t h a t  i n  t h e  
same t r ansmis s ion .  H e  t o l d  them t o  go back, s ea rch  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and be c a r e f u l .  

Q .  Okay. Now he went back and I presume searched  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

A. But b e f o r e  he searched  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  second t i m e  
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was when he  r ece ived  t h a t  f i r e .  H e  r e p o r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  s n i -
p e r  f i r e  on h i s  way back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  H e  had j u s t  l e f t .  
I d o n ' t  know how f a r  he  was from t h e  v i l l a g e .  I know he  
was t o l d  t o  go back. When he  s t a r t e d  back he r ece ived  t h e  
s n i p e r  f i r e .  T h a t ' s  when he t o l d  them, a l l  t h e  way around,-
make s u r e  you know what you ' r e  s h o o t i n g  a t .  

Q Is t h i s  what he t o l d  him t h e  second t ime? 

A. Right .  H e  r e p o r t e d  he d i d n ' t  f i n d  anyth ing  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  H e  searched  i t  t o o  quick from what t h e  cap-
t a i n  s a i d .  He s a i d  he c o u l d n ' t  s ea rch  i t  t h a t  ' f a s t ,  H e  
wanted t o  send  him back t o  make s u r e  he searched  it. 

Q Now, i n  30 minutes t ime ,  he should  have sub-
m i t t e d  ano the r  r e p o r t ?  You d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  e i t h e r ,  
o r  how many w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. No. I don Dtremember how many w a s  k i l l e d .  I 
know t h a t ' s  when t h e y  were supposed t o  have done a l l  t h a t  
k i l l i n g  i n  t h e r e  and t u r n e d  i n  t h a t  l a r g e  amount f o r  t h a t  
day. Whether t hey  k i l l e d  them on t h e  16 th  o r  t h e  17 th  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  because s o  f a r  i t  seems l i k e  I ' m  l o s t - -

Q * ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We're n o t  a rgu ing  wi th  you on 
what day it i s .  I j u s t  want t o  g e t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  you 
r e c a l l  about  t h e  exchange of t r ansmis s ions .  

A. Right .  I ' d  c a l l  him up myself ,  and t h a t ' s  when 
t h e  company commander tallced t o  him. A l o t  o f  t i m e s ,  he  
would t e l l  m e  t o  t e l l  h i m  because he had something e l s e .  
H e  was t h e r e  p l o t t i n g  c2.) ,  t h e  map and maybe he was t a l k i n g  
t o  b a t t a l i o n .  He w j u l d  t e l l  me t o  t e l l  them t o  go back 
o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  t h a t  day he d i d  t e l l  them 
t o  t u r n  around and go back and sea rch  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q Now, do you r e c a l l  a second r e p o r t  from Lieu-
t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM,  an a d d i t i o n a l  body count? 

A .  I know t h e r e  w a s  a s h o r t  t ime t h e r e  wasn ' t  
no th ing  r epo r t ed .  Then they  come back wi th  some more 
K I A ' s  t h a t  t hey  had k i l l e d  going back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  There was some more k i l l e d  when they  s t a r t e d  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  They k i l l e d  some more and a f t e r  t hey  
g o t  i n  t h e r e  they  was supposed t o  k i l l  some more. 
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Q What w a s  Captain  MICHLES' r e c a t i o n  t o  t h i s ?  

A. H e  wanted t o  know what t hey  were k i l l i n g .  Did 
they  f i n d  any r i f l e s ?  D i d  t hey  f i n d  anything on them? 
Now I s a y ,  h e  d i d n ' t  want you k i l l i n g  something t h a t  w a s n ' t  
supposed t o  be  k i l l e d .  I know . t h a t .  H e  made s u r e  every-
body seen  something b e f o r e  you k i l l e d  them, un le s s  w e  g o t  
s h o t  a t  by s n i p e r s ,  which you c a n ' t  see. You t a k e  it on 
your own t o  s t o p  them. 

Q You had one r e p o r t  of r e c e i v i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

A. Right .  H e  w a s  supposed t o  be pinned down tempo-
r a r i l y .  T h a t ' s  when he c a l l e d  f o r  Sharks .  He t o l d  him no. 
H e  d i d n ' t  need them. H e  s a i d ,  "You ought t o  be a b l e  t o  
maneuver i n  t h e r e  and g e t  t h a t  s n i p e r . "  

Q What d i d  he t e l l  him t o  use?  Did he t e l l  him 
t o  set  up h i s  crew se rved  weapons? Did he t e l l  him t o  
g e t  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. G e t  i n  t h e r e  and g e t  him. H e  s a i d  i f  he had t o  
he would go up t h e r e  and show him how it w a s  done. Lieu-
t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM on s e v e r a l  occas ions  wanted unnecessary 
s t u f f  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q- H e  had on ly  been i n  count ry  f o r  3 weeks? 

A .  Yeah. He--we won't  go i n t o  t h a t .  

Q Now. You may o r  may n o t  have r e l a y e d  t h e  t r a n s -
miss ion t o  t h e  company commander. L a t e r  on i n  t h e  day,  Cap-
t a i n  MICHLES s e n t  a message t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  i n  t h e  
body count t h a t  had been r e p o r t e d  t h e r e  w e r e  no women and 
c h i l d r e n ?  

A. There were. I Id s ay  when he g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e
t h e r e  were some women and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d .  I know t h a t  t o  
be a f a c t ,  because I seen  them. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  message t o  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  
had been no women o r  c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, because I walked--he w a s  e i t h e r  i n  f r o n t  of  
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me o r  beh ind  m e .  He r o t a t e d  up t o  walk i n  f r o n t  whichever 
he  wanted i n  f r o n t  a t  t h e  t ime.  H e  wanted t h e  speaker  where 
he could  h e a r  it a l l  t h e  t ime.  We had a sma l l  speaker  mounted 
on ou r  r a d i o  and he  could h e a r  whatever took p l a c e .  H e  l i s t e n -
e d  t o  it. 

Q When d i d  you g e t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  You s a i d  when 
you g o t  i n  you d i d  see--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right.  When I went i n t o  it we were 
moving on up t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  moving on through 
t h a t  v i l l a g e  up t o  ano the r  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  kriow what day 
it w a s  because I l o s t  t h a t  p l a toon .  I s t i l l  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
p la toon- - loos ing  it. When we s t a r t e d  moving through it, I ' d  
see--wait  a minute I seen  t h a t  coming back through t h e r e .  
W e  went up t h e  s h o r e  l i n e .  When we come back w e  come back 
through t h a t  v i l l a g e  when I seen a l l  t h a t .  

Q .  How many d i d  you see?  

A. I ' d  seen  t h r e e .  I know I could s e e  s h i r t s ,  t hey  
were swe l l ed  up. I could  see puffed-up people  behind a p i l e  
of  d i r t  o r  something l i k e  t h i s  because i t  was r i g h t  on t h e  
beach l i n e ,  and they  d i g  a l l  k ind  of c r a p  around it. 

Q . When you a l l  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  what d i d  you 
do,  move r i g h t  down a main t r a i l  and j u s t  keep r i g h t  on going? 

A.  Well,  he ' d  seen  one l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  i t  was narrow. 
If I r e c a l l  r i g h t  it was a narrow p l a c e .  One was on t h e  one 
s i d e  o f  t h e  s h o r e l i n e  and one was t h e  o t h e r .  

Q You' r e  t a l k i n g  about p l a toons?  

A. Right .  The weapons p l a t o o n ,  most of t h e  t i m e ,  
i f  it was j u s t  f o r  a s h o r t  ways, he would have them set  up 
t h e i r  mor ta rs  r i g h t  t h e r e .  Keep them from moving s o  f a r .  
He would set  them u p  right there.  When we need them they  
would suppor t  us ,  b u t  we never  needed them, h a r d l y .  W e  went 
a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and s t a r t e d  back.  
There w a s n ' t ' n o  k i l l s  on up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  because a l l  of them 
people  were r i g h t  around i n  t h e i r  hootches  and eve ry th ing .  
When w e  moved i n  they  d i d n ' t  run ,  t hey  d i d n ' t  do no th ing .  I f  
I g o t  t h e  same v i l l a g e .  I remember on t h a t  day we went a 
l i t t l e  f u r t h e r .  There w a s n ' t  no th ing  i n  t h e r e .  I mean we 
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went through t h a t  v i l l a g e  with t h e  people i n  and then  went 
up. I f  t h a t ' s  t h e  same v i l l a g e  t h e r e  wasn ' t  nothing except  
some people. We searched t h e  hootches.  They j u s t  more o r  
less congregated i n  t h e  middle of t h e  l i t t l e  o l d  p lace  they 
got  t h e r e  when we go t  the re .  We d i d n ' t  have t o  do no search-
ing.  You know, no hard searching  o r  people running o r  nothing 
l i k e  t h a t .  They was a l l  s tanding  i n  the re .  I don I t  blame 
them. 

Q That s t ands  o u t  i n  your mind, people s tanding
around? 

A. Right. 

Q How f a r  away were bodies? 

A.  I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  same f i n g e r  p o i n t  t h a t  t h a t ' s  on,  
it w a s  a p r e t t y  good ways up t h e r e .  W e  wanted t o  g e t  back 
across  t h e  r i v e r  t o  l a a g e r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken. 
We wanted t o  g e t  on up t h e r e  and g e t  back across  t h a t  br idge 
before  dark. 

COL WILSON: I want t o  t r y  and pu t  you back on t h e  f i r s t  day 
and s e e  i f  any of these  photographs w i l l  b r i n g  anything back 
because you are i n  one of  them. Maybe we can g e t  t h e  t iming 
s t r a i g h t e n e d  ou t .  Exhib i t  P-18? 

A. That t h e r e  i s  HUFFMAN. I know him r e a l  good. 

Q Who a r e  those  Vietnamese w i t h  him? Did you ever  
s e e  them? 

A .  I ' m  s u r e  I seen them. The whole p lace  looks 
f a m i l i a r .  A l l  t h i s  here  looks f a m i l i a r  with him s tand ing  
the re .  I know i t ' s  got  t o  be PLACEK. Af te r  I l e f t  t h e  
o l d  man he was with our  platoon.  H e  would take it on 
h i s s e l f  t o  guard s o  t h a t  would keep him o u t  of going o u t  
and search .  

Q Do you remember a photographer coming i n t o  B 
Company t h a t  morning? 

A. Right. I remember him. H e  w a s  supposedly 
t ak ing  no tes  and s t u f f  . 
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Q - ' W e l l ,  w a s  he t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s ?  

A. Yeah, he was t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s .  

Q Do you recognize any of t h e s e  Vietnamese? 

A.  They a l l  look f a m i l i a r .  I know I seen  them. 
This  guy h e r e ,  he s t i c k s  i n  my mind f o r  some reason.  

Q Why? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q The l a s t  man on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A .  Right ,  t h i s  one r i g h t  here .  

Q Do you know whether t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  came i n  wi th  
C Company when they  l i n k e d  up, o r  d i d  you have them be fo re  
t h a t ?  

A .  W e  had t o  have them be fo re  t h a t  because he was 
guarding them. 

A. These people ,  I do remember. 

Q What about them? Do you remember where they
were? 

A. I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q W e l l ,  t h e r e  somewhere i n  t h e  proximity of  your 
l a a g e r  a r e a  on t h e  f i r s t  day. 

A. Right.  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  where they  were, 
b u t  I know t h e  same wi th  t h e  p i c t u r e  back there--I seen t h e  
people be fo re .  I ' d  s ay  I know I 've  been t h e r e .  I remember t h e  
people ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what v i l l a g e  it was i n  
o r  where. I know I ' v e  seen t h e s e  people  because w e  had 
them herded up l i k e  t h a t .  

Q You had them herded up f o r  what purpose:  i n -
t e r r o g a t i o n  o r  j u s t  moving them a s i d e  s o  you could search?  
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A. W e  rounded them up t o  go through them, and s e e  
i f  they  had any papers  o r  anything on them. If they  d i d ,  w e  
would send them back. I f  they d i d n ' t ,  w e  d i d n ' t  bother them. 

A. I don ' t  know what rank he i s  because he never 
wore any i n s g i n i a ,  b u t  I know him and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  man wi thout  t h e  helmet on 
and t h e  man s t a n d i n g  nex t  t o  him?. 

A. Right.  

Q M I  type .  I t ' s  L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON. 

A. I d o n ' t  know. H e  never  had no rank o r  nothing.  
H e  j u s t  come up. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  boy, b u t  I remember t h e s e  
two. They would always come o u t  every t i m e  w e  went t o  what ' s  
supposed t o  be a bad a r e a  t o  f i n d  o u t  something. They w e r e  
always s e n t  i n  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  anybody. 

Q These a r e  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ?  

A. Right.  

Q . D o  you remember s e e i n g  them t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. W e l l ,  they s t a y e d  wi th  us one t i m e  f o r  about 2 
weeks, it seemed l i k e ,  o r  a month. They would come back o f f  
and on. 

A. Right. T h a t ' s  when w e  w e r e  o u t  on bus iness ,  and 
they wanted t o  f i n d  o u t  where t h a t  cave was at, underground 
cave. 

Q You were o u t  t h e r e ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know where it w a s  a t ,  b u t  it was sup-
posed t o  be a cave. I f  t h a t  i s  t h e  same man? I t  looks 
l i k e  the  same man. Which they a l l  do look l i k e  when they 
g e t  o ld .  

Q This i s  t h e  f i r s t  day. 

A.  On t h a t  opera t ion?  This is  t h e  day t h a t  r e -
p o r t e r  was wi th  us? 

Q Yes. 

A. H e  s l i p p e d  up on me and go t  a p i c t u r e  then 
because I don ' t  know where t h a t  w a s  a t .  

A .  T h a t ' s  me r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q =  ' On t h e  extreme r i g h t ?  

A. Right.  I d o n ' t  know where t h i s  a r e a  is  a t .  I 
d o n ' t  remember t h e  area.  

Q Do you remember any of those Vietnamese people? 

A. I 've seen them a l l .  I don ' t  know what a rea  w e  
was i n  when we seen them o r  where we had them a t .  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  one of these  i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n  
P-66? I should say ARVN s o l d i e r s .  

A. They s e n t  some o u t  one time t o  do some i n t e r -
rogat ion .  There was supposed t o  be some c i t y  p o l i c e  o r  
something e l s e  with them. That w a s  on t h a t  a rea  where 
MILUS go t  k i l l e d  a t .  Aren ' t  t hese  people on t h a t  a r e a  
where MILUS g o t  k i l l e d ?  

Q - T h a t ' s  t h e  wrong day. P-208. Did you s e e  these  
p r i soners?  

A. Oh, yeah. 

Q. Where d i d  they come from? 
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A. I remember s e e i n g  them a l l .  The a r e a  I j u s t  
c a n ' t  recall. W a i t  a  minute,  t h i s  i s  where I l e f t  t h e  
company commander. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  The 2d Platoon was 
supposed t o  be r i g h t  ove r  t h e r e .  The o t h e r  RTO g o t  s i c k  o r  
h u r t  o r  something. 

Q. You l e f t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  same a r e a  t h a t  
I ' m  t h i n k i n g  about.  I d o n ' t  know what t hey  c a l l e d  i f  t h i s  
is  t h e  same p lace?  I l e f t  t h e  company commander somewhere 
t h a t  looked j u s t  l i k e  it because they  w a s  d i g g i n g  a b i g  
foxhole.  I had g o t  my foxhole  dug. The o t h e r  RTO g o t  s i c k ,  
h u r t  o r  something, and I had t o  go over  t h e r e  and be t h e  
2d P l a t o o n ' s  RTO. 

Q The 2d Platoon RTO? 

A .  Right.  

Q b  You wouldn ' t  have had t o  go ove r  t h e r e  because 
t h e  RTO was wounded? 

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

H e  wasn I t  wounded. Who was RTO of  t h e  2d Platoon? 

A. W e l l ,  he had a co lo red  guy. What was h i s  name? 

Q. Was it any o f  t hose  names I c a l l e d  o u t  t h a t  w e r e  
wounded t h e  first day? I t  w a s n ' t  those?  

A. No. 

Q- H e  wasn ' t  evacuated? 

No. 

Q- Could he  have g o t t e n  s i c k  because of what happened
t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Do you remember becoming t h e  2d P la toon  RTO? 
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A, Oh, yes.  I s tayed with t h e  2d Platoon t h e r e  
u n t i l  I l e f t  t o  come home then. H e  pu t  me over  the re .  H e  
s a i d  t h e  o t h e r  RTO d i d n ' t  know what he was doing on t h e  
r ad io .  H e  wanted me over  t h e r e  where he could keep up on 
what t h e  2d Platoon was doing and keep him--in o t h e r  words,' 
keep t h e  r a d i o  and communications up wi th  t h a t  p la toon.  

Q *  So you l e f t  t h e  company t h e  f i r s t  day? I .mean, 
you l e f t  t h e  company CP? 

A. I had a l ready l e f t  t h e  company CP when t h i s  
r e p o r t e r  w a s  flown i n t o  us across  t h a t  br idge .  I l e f t  t h e  
company commander then ,  i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken. 

Q. Wait a minute. You're not  across  t h e  br idge  y e t .  
L e t  me t e l l  you something. These photographs were taken on 
t h e  f i r s t  day. This  i s  i n  t h e  a r e a  where you had your l aager .  
Where those p r i s o n e r s  were, P-20 8 and P-209. 

A. Right. 

Q- Now, t h e r e  i s  another  photographer t h a t  may have 
come i n  t h e  same day. The photographer t h a t  I a m  t a l k i n g  
about came i n  t h e  f i r s t  day. T h i s  photo, P-208, where t h e  
p r i soners  a r e ,  was very c lose  t o  t h e  company CP t h e  f i r s t  
n ight .  You can see  t h a t ?  

A. I be l i eve  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Here it  is .  

Q Do you know where t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  came from? 

A. The area?  I don I t .  I r e a l l y  don I t .  

Q* W a s  t h e r e  any r e l a t i o n  t o  these  p r i s o n e r s  and 
t h e  people I ' v e  shown you i n  o t h e r  photographs? 

A. I can '  t remember t h a t .  

Q- Do, you know what happened t o  t h e s e  p r i soners?  

A. We p u t  them on a chopper and s e n t  them i n .  

Q. That n igh t?  

A. Yeah. We s e n t  them i n  on t h e  resupply chopper. 
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Q. What time? 

A. I t  w a s  i n  t h e  af ternoon. .  W e  always t r i e d  t o  
g e t  r e s u p p l i e d  b e f o r e  dark .  Everybody would be through e a t i n g .  

Q. They d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No. W e  d i d n ' t  keep none of them over  n i g h t .  

Q* T h a t ' s  t h e  normal r u l e ?  

A. Right .  I f  w e  caught one i n  t h e  middle of t h e  day 
i n s t e a d  of c a r r y i n g  him a l l  day,  he  would c a l l  a chopper i n  
and have him s e n t  o u t ,  o r  they would b r i n g  o u t  an i n t e r r o g a t o r  
t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  him, and w e  would l eave  him and move o f f .  Most 
of t h e  t i m e  they w e r e  a l l  s e n t  back. I f  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r  
wasn ' t  w i th ,  if he  wasn't--a l o t  of  t i m e s  they w e r e  s e n t  back. 

Q- What about t h i s  P-209? See i f  you can recognize 
t h a t ?  

A. Yeah. This  r i g h t  around he re  i s  where I l e f t  t h e  
company commander, around t h i s  b i g  dome. M e  and t h i s  s e rgean t  
who w a s  w i th  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  dug t h a t  foxhole  r i g h t  over  on t h e  
s i d e  t h e r e .  And t h a t  n i g h t  i s  t h e  n i g h t  I l e f t  t h e  company 
commander and went wi th  t h e  o t h e r  p la toon .  T h a t ' s  t h e  same 
n i g h t . 
Q. Okay. You d i d n ' t  go back t o  t h e  company a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. I went back once t o  p ick  up my supply.  

Q- I n  o t h e r  words, go back t o  t h e  CP and c a r r y  t h e  r a d i o ,  
no? What's t h i s  you ' r e  t e l l i n g  me about c r o s s i n g  t h e  br idge  
with  t h e  company commander? 

A. I t  seemed l i k e .  t o  m e  I was with  him when -I crossed  
t h e  br idge .  No, i t  wasn ' t  e i t h e r  because they brought  i n  t h a t  
r e p o r t e r .  I know they  brought i n  a r e p o r t e r  and a new l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  L ieu tenant  LEWIS. 

A. Right. 
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Q And you crossed  t h e  br idge?  

A. Right. I was a l ready with him then.  I mean I was 
wi th  t h e  2d Platoon when they crossed. 

Q. Okay, b u t  you d i d n ' t  go across  t h e  br idge  with t h e  
company commander? 

A* N o .  

Q- At any time? A t  t h e  time you crossed  t h e  br idge ,  
you w e r e  w i th  t h e  2d Platoon? 

A. Right. When I went across  there--when we crossed  
t h e  br idge ,  they  brought t h i s  Lieutenant  LEWIS and a r e p o r t e r  
i n .  He went with t h e  2d Platoon. W e  went down t h e  beachl ine.  

Q. W e ' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t  i n  a minute. 

A. Now, I ' m  s t r a i g h t .  The p i c t u r e  p u t  me s t r a i g h t  on 
t h a t .  A l l  t h e s e  people he re ,  had come o u t  of a l l  t h i s  a r e a  
r i g h t  he re ,  d i d n ' t  they? 

Q I d o n ' t  know i f  they came out  of  t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  b u t  
t h e y ' r e  very c l o s e  t o  t h e s e  two photographs. 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  su re  we had them with us i n  t h i s  area.  
Those sacks over  t h e i r  heads and t h e s e  people r i g h t  h e r e ,  t h e  
way we had them, makes me be l i eve  they come out  of  t h i s  a r e a  
r i g h t  here .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, P-208 and P-209 a r e  very c l o s e .  

A. Right. A s  f a r  a s  I r e c a l l  t h e y ' r e  p r e t t y  c l o s e .  

Q. During t h a t  day a t  some time, C Cobpany l inked  up 
with B Company, and they  went i n t o  a l aager  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. L e t  me th ink .  

Q- You may o r  may n o t  have go t t en  involved with them. 
This d i d  happen. The two companies s tayed toge the r  t h a t  n igh t .  
C Company came i n .  
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A. They laagered  i n  t h a t  same sandy--in o t h e r  
words, t h e r e  was a b i g  sandy s p o t  around t h e  grave o r  what- 
ever  it was supposed t o  be. I f  I'm n o t  mistaken t h e r e  was 
a l a r g e  sandy p lace .  I mean p r e t t y  c l e a r .  There was some 
hedgerows and some bamboo. On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  t h e r e  was open 
rice paddies.  There w a s  open r i c e  paddies a l l  around. This 
was a r e a l  smal l  v i l l a g e .  There wasn ' t  nobody i n  t h e r e  when 
we got  the re .  I f  t h e r e  had o f  been, t h e  o t h e r  p la toon had 
already herded them up. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  For t h a t ' s  when I 
l e f t  t h e  company commander, r i g h t  the re .  I don ' t  know 
whether they  laagered--if  they d i d ,  they laagered  i n  t h a t  
l a r g e  a r e a  around us. 

Q =  But you d i d n ' t  s e e  them? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q- Did you s e e  any ARVN personnel i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  we d i d  o r  d i d n ' t .  

Q - Did yop s e e  any National Po l i ce  i n  t h e r e ?  
t 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  ones I th ink  t h a t  came i n  there--now, 
r i g h t  up from here  i s  where MILUS g o t  k i l l e d .  The n i g h t  
MILUS go t  k i l l e d ,  t h a t ' s  when them p o l i c e  came o u t  and a 
d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q- I t  could be, bu t  i t 's n o t  near  the re .  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  only National  Po l i ce  t h a t  I remember 
seeing.  

Q. Do you remember see ing  any ARVN'S t h a t  f i r s t  n igh t?  
T h i s  is t h e  n i g h t  Lieutenant  COCHRAN got  k i l l e d .  

A. Right ,  t h a t  n igh t .  

Q. The ARVN o r  Vietnamese National  Po l i ce  o r  m i l i t a r y  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  personnel ,  M I  types? 

A. No, --
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You went with t h e  CP ,  maybe you d i d n ' t  
s ee  them. 
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A. He might have come i n  on a resupply chopper. Again 
I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e .  

Q- It could have been-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Because t h a t  n i g h t  I l e f t  t h e  CP 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t  o t h e r  company. 

Q. Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on t h e r e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  what I ' m  th inking  o f .  

Q. Try  t o  keep it on t h a t  day, i f  you can. 

A. Yeah. I f  they d i d ,  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember. I j u s t  
don ' t  know. 

Q* Did you hea r  about any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on 
t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  any went on i n  our  company t h a t  day 
t h a t  I can reca l l , .  

Q. Did you hea r  any f i r i n g  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  
n ight?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I was r i g h t  beyond--right over ,  w e l l ,  
i f  t h i s  was l a a g e r  I would have been r i g h t  over  here.  

Q- L e f t  of  t h e  photograph P-209? 

A.  Right. I t  was r i g h t  behind t h e  C P ,  and I d i d n ' t  
hear  no f i r i n g  myself. 

Q- Nothing unusual happened t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Wait a minute. They had spot ted--I  d o n ' t  know 
whether it was o u r  p la toon,  t h a t  n i g h t  when I joined. I d o n ' t  
remember i f  they had seen somebody, bu t  they d i d n ' t  c a l l  it 
i n  on t h e  radio .  Not t o  me. I t  seemed l i k e  t o  me t h e r e  was 
some motion o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  r i c e  paddy t h a t  n i g h t .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  they s h o t  a t  it o r  no t .  I remember some a c t i v i t y  o u t  
t h e r e  i n  t h a t  r i c e  paddy. They s a i d  it looked l i k e  i t  might be 
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Char l i e  coming i n .  Whether they f i r e d  a t  i t  o r  n o t ,  I 

don 't know. 


Q - Now, t h e r e  i s  a couple of th ings  I would l i k e  

t o  t r y  t o  f i x  on t h a t  day before  w e  go t o  t h e  next  day. one 

is ,  you made a s ta tement  t h a t  Captain MICHLES always t o l d  

t h e  platoons t o  be c a r e f u l  about who they were shoot ing  a t .  


A. Right. 

Q - You mean everytime they repor ted  a k i l l  he would 

come back wi th  t h i s ?  


A. No, t h a t  w a s  before.  When we landed t o  go o u t ,  he 

would s t r e s s  t h a t  p o i n t  r e a l  heavy. 


Q. Yes. 

A. I f  anybody repor ted  any k i l l s  he wanted t o  make 

su re  what they had on them. Were they armed o r  what--just 

what were they  doing. They would t e l l  him, and then  he would 

r e p o r t  it.  I don I t  c a r e  what was happening, anybody t h a t  g o t  

a k i l l e d  t h a t  day, he 'd  r e p o r t  i t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he was 

supposed t o  o r  n o t  bu t  he repor ted  it. I t  would always come 


,back r e p o r t i n g  	t o  us when I was ca r ry ing  t h e  r ad io .  It would 
come back, "KIA running, armed," o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  The 
reason why he  was k i l l e d  o r  something. 

Q- W e l l ,  whenever t h e s e  k i l l s  were repor ted  d i d  he 

normally say anything over the  r a d i o  about c i v i l i a n s ?  


A. Yes. He would s t ress- -yes ,  he would. I d o n ' t  
know, he was always wanting t o  make su re  t h a t  they were VC. 
I mean he would s i t  down a t  n i g h t ,  l i k e  r i g h t  around t h i s  
p lace  r i g h t  here .  The platoon l e a d e r s  would come up. He 
would c a l l  f o r  t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  meeting. A l o t  of t imes,  
I ' d  say n o t  a l o t  of  t imes,  bu t  a few times,  they would hold 
it r i g h t  by t h e  r a d i o  o r  he  o r  Sergeant THOMPSON, who was 
with us a t  t h a t  t ime, would s i t  by t h e  r a d i o ,  and we would 
go e a t  o r  whatever we w e r e  going t o  do., Get a foxhole dug o r  
something l i k e  t h i s .  There would be one man wi th  t h e  r ad io .  
A l o t  of t i m e s  t h a t ' s  when he would have h i s  meetings with.  t h e  
platoon l e a d e r s  t o  t e l l  them what w e  were going t o  do t h e  next  
day o r  what I s  what. I not iced ,  time a f t e r  time and time again,  
he t o l d  them t o  make s u r e  you know what you ' re  shoot ing.  Be 
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c a r e f u l .  W e  d o n ' t  want t o  k i l l  innocent  people.  Way a f t e r  a l l  
t h i s ,  t h e r e  w a s  one k i l l e d  a f t e r  t h a t ,  b u t  it w a s  j u s t  a pure 
accident .  This i s  way on. This d idn '  t happen i n  t h i s  a rea .  
This was way on up. 

Q I ' m  s t r i c t l y  t a l k i n g  about r a d i o  t ransmissions t o  t h e  
platoon,  a l l  t h e  p la toons ,  t h e  whole company, he would s t r e s s  
t h a t  over  t h e  r a d i o  t o  make su re  you knew what you w e r e  shooting, 
Be c a r e f u l .  

Q And you do r e c a l l  t h a t  Captain MICHLES turned 
Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM down on h i s  r eques t  f o r  gunships? 

A. Right,  because he s a i d  he  d i d n ' t  need it. There 
wasn ' t  enough f i r e  coming o u t  of t h e r e .  There w a s  j u s t  one 
sn ipe r .  He ought t o  have been a b l e  t o  g e t  it by himself .  

Q And you do  r e c a l l  recei'ving t h e s e  KIA r e p o r t s ?  

A. Right. When he c a l l e d  me. I would answer. H e  
would e i t h e r  r e p o r t  them t o  me o r  want t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  company 1
commander, which I gave t o  him. The speaker  was r i g h t  bes ide  
my e a r .  

Q You do r e c a l l  t hese  t h r e e  r e p o r t s  being radioed i n ?  

A. Right. I ' d  t e l l  t h e  company commander he 'd j u s t  
k i l l e d  some more. He would c a l l  him back up and t a l k  t o  himself 
on t h e  e x a c t  number k i l l e d ,  what they found on them and s t u f f  like 
t h i s .  I n  t u r n ,  he would t u r n  around and g e t  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  and 
c a l l  it i n .  

Q One ques t ion .  The 2d Platoon moved i n t o  t h i s  mine-
f i e l d ,  back o u t ,  went around i t ?  

A. Yeah. I d o n ' t  remember which d i r e c t i o n .  

Q What was t h e  3d Platoon doing a t  t h a t  time? Do you
know? 

(Witness shakes head i n  t h e  negat ive .) 

I f  you d o n ' t  know, i t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  I j u s t  wondered. 

A .  
t h a t .  
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I know they  had t o  back o u t  of t h e  a rea  they s t a r t e d  i n  where 
Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  They backed ou t .  I don ' t  know 
whether it w a s  t h i s  way, t h i s  way, o r  t h i s  way. I know they 
went around t h e  a r e a  they run i n t o  t h e  mines. 

Q L e t ' s  go on t o  t h e  17th.  The 17 th ,  t h e  1st Platoon 
was across  t h e  r i v e r  and they laagered  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  nor th .  
They s t a r t e d  moving back down t o  t h e  br idge .  TAYLOR h i t  t he  
mine. Now, w e  d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what t h e  sequence of events  
was, b u t  B Company moved back down t o  t h a t  t r a i l  and s t a r t e d  
moving toward t h e  br idge .  I th ink  t h e  3d Platoon was leading  
and t h e  2d Platoon - -
A. ( In te rpos ing)  The 1st Platoon had t o  be leading .  

Q The 1st Platoon was a l ready over  t h e r e .  Leading 
down ' t&ard  t h e  br idge we b e l i e v e  w a s  t h e  3d Platoon followed 
by the  C P  and t h e  2d Platoon with t h e  mortars  mixed i n  t h e r e  
somewhere. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Do you remember t h e  o r d e r  of march? 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  but  I know t h e  weapons p la toon,  I ' m  
p r e t t y  s u r e ,  would f a l l  i n  behind us,  i f  a l l  t h e  platoons was 
toge the r  t h e  weapons platoon brought t h e  r e a r  up. 

Q Okay. Now, do you remember t h e  mine going o f f  over 
t h e r e  where TAYLOR was wounded? 

A. Right. 

Q. You heard i t ?  

A. Right. 

Q. Do you remember where your l o c a t i o n  was when t h a t  
mine went o f f ?  

A. I know we wasn ' t  along ways o f f .  We was j u s t  about 
t o  s e e  it. There was a vee i n  t h e r e .  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  t h e  
br idge ,  i t s e l f .  I could s e e  some of t h e  smoke coming from it. 

Q Were you moving through a v i l l a g e  then  on t h i s  t r a i l ?  
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Was t h e r e  a hedgerow on each s i d e ?  

A. There w e r e  some hedgerows, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  no 
v i l l a g e .  I f  t h e r e  w a s ,  it a l ready had been b u r n t  o r  t o r e  up 
o r  something .  

Q Do you remember s topping  f o r  any length  of t ime 
t h e r e  ? 

A. W e  h a l t e d  f o r  them t o  check t h a t  br idge .  H e  c a l l e d  
up and wanted t o  make su re  t h a t  br idge  was s a f e  before  he moved 
t h e  rest of t h e  element ac ross .  

Q Cal led t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. Right.  Because I was s t i l l  monitoring t h e  t r a n s -
missions.  

Q This  w a s  a f t e r  t h e  explosion? 

A. Well, he t o l d  them one time t o  check it before  we 
got  t h e r e .  He t o l d  them he had a l ready s e n t  t h e  p o i n t  man 
across  it. 

Q They were a l ready over  t h e r e ?  

A. Well, I know, bu t  he t o l d  them - - he c a l l e d  them up 
and asked them whether t h e  br idge  was secured and they s a i d ,  "YE 
I ' v e  a l ready double checked." T h a t ' s  when, I guess ,  TAYLOR got 
it qoing back - - somewhere on t h e  br idge he t o l d  them t h a t  day, 
H e  seen t h e  mine, b u t  he  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  s t o p  h imsel f .  

Q You were l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h i s ?  

A. Right.  I heard i t  on - - w e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  hea r  him sal 
t h a t  because he d i d n ' t  have a radio .  This  i s  t h e  way it come dc 
Severa l  of my f r i e n d s  was watching, t h a t  was . r i g h t  t h e r e .  I knc 
TAYLOR r e a l  good and I asked him, "Did he know what he s tepped c 
and he s a i d  "He seen it b u t  he a l ready s t a r t e d  i n t o  it and he 
c o u l d n ' t  s t o p  himself .  I' There wasn' t no way t o  s t o p  and h i s  foc 
landed on it. 

Q Do you know i f  t h e  p o i n t  eve r  c rossed  t h e  br idge  that 
morning t o  check it ou t?  
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A. No, I don ' t .  

Q. O r  d i d  they s t a y  on t h e  f a r  s i d e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know whether they  come back across  o r  not .  
I know before  t h e  whole element went ac ross ,  before  we g o t  t h e r e ,  
he wanted t o  make su re  t h a t  br idge  was s a f e  f o r  us t o  go across .  

Q The mine went o f f ?  Did any f i r i n g  s t a r t  then? 

A. No. 

Q N o  f i r i n g ?  

A. No f i r i n g ,  because everybody j u s t  knew it had t o  be 
a booby t r a p ,  you know, a mine o r  something. I t  happened r i g h t  
on t h e  br idge .  Nobody e l s e  was up t h a t  way. W e  d i d n ' t  know who 
it was, a t  t h e  t ime, o r  how many had g o t  h i t ,  b u t  we knew t h e r e  
was a mine explosion because of t h e  way t h e  smoke and t h e  sound 
of it. 

Q How about EOD? Did you s e e  any EOD men t h a t  morning? 
Engineer d e m o l i t i o n i s t s  a t t ached  t o  t h e  company? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  on t h i s  same day o r  n o t ,  b u t  
we had a l o t  of them come o u t  and blow up some tunne l s  i n  t h a t  
same area .  

Q What? 

A. W e  had some of  them come o u t  and blow up a bunch of 
tunnels  t h a t  t i m e .  Right across  t h e  r i v e r  was another  company 
c ross ing  t h a t  br idge .  hey was coming through a v i l l a g e  they 
was supposed t o  be f ind ing  a l o t  of  s t u f f  over  the re :  tunne l s  
and s o  f o r t h .  When we moved along going t o  t h e  br idge  o r  coming 
back, I d o n ' t  remember i f  i t  was going o r  coming, we seen t h a t  
company across  t h e r e  because we t r a v e l e d  along t h e  waterway 
r i g h t  next  t o  t h e  water.  We were on a t r a i l ,  I be l i eve  going 
towards t h e  br idge .  

Q Did you see  any marked mines on t h e  br idge ,  near  
t h e  br idge ,  on t h e  approaches on t h e  b r idge ,  with t i s s u e  paper? 

A. Oh, yes .  On one br idge ,  i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  same b r idge ,  
t h e r e  was t i s s u e  paper on t h e  br idge .  
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Q Marking t h e  mines on t h e  approaches? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was marking them o r  n o t ,  b u t  when 
t h e  mine went o f f  it j u s t  h a l t e d  th ings  till w e  g o t  him ext rac t '  
Tissue paper? You could f i n d  t h a t  l ay ing  on t h e  b r idges ,  on t h  
roads,  o r  anywhere o u t  t h e r e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  That mine went o f f  a t  0810 t h a t  morning. 
Tha t ' s  when he w a s  r epor ted  wounded. A t  0845 t h e  1st Platoon 
repor ted  rece iv ing  s n i p e r  f i r e .  

A. Now, i s  t h a t  when I g o t  ahead, go t  back? 

Q I th ink  t h i s ' w h a t  is  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about.  This i s  
what is  i n  t h e  journal .  

A. I know t h a t  they  were somewhere ac ross  t h a t  br idge  
when they rece ived  t h a t  s n i p e r  f i r e .  Whether i t  w a s  on t h e  1 6 t  
o r  17 th ,  b u t  I know r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  they was - -
Q ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h e r e  was some f i r i n g  then? 

A. I don ' t  b e l i e v e  i t  was t h e  day TAYLOR g o t  k i l l e d ,  be 
cause TAYLOR was a p o i n t  man. 

Q TAYLOR didn I t  g e t  k i l l e d .  

A. I mean, go t  h i s  f o o t  blown o f f .  

Q I t  was repor ted  t h a t  h i s  f o o t  w a s  blown o f f  a t  0810 
and a t  0845 you go t  s n i p e r  f i r e .  Now, l e t ' s  j u s t  assume t h a t  
t h a t  is  t h e  same day because you know they g o t  s n i p e r  f i r e  over 
t h e r e .  

A. Yeah. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  t h e  ac t ion?  Do you recall t h a t  there 
was a l o t  of f i r i n g  going on? 

A. No, sir. W e l l ,  when they rece ived  t h a t  s n i p e r  fire 
you could hea r  it. I mean, it w a s  c l o s e  enough t o  hear  what wa 
going on. You could h e a r  a l o t  of  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h a t  - - suppose 
t o  be f l u s i n g  t h e  s n i p e r  ou t  - - and it j u s t  q u i e t e d  o f f  i n  a 
l i t t l e  whi le  and then it s t a r t e d  back up. 
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Q Before  you c ros sed  t h a t  b r i d g e  whi le  you were l a y i n g  i n  
t h e r e  w a i t i n g ,  do you r e c a l l  some gunships coming i n ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember any gunships?  

A. No. A f t e r  t h a t  mine went o f f  a l l  I can remember on 
t h a t  day i n  o t h e r  words about t h a t  mine, w a s  t h a t  a chopper come 
i n  and took him o u t ,  and w e  went a c r o s s  t h a t  b r i d g e .  

Q Okay. Then you went a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  Is t h a t  when 
you s a w  t h e  bod ie s?  

A. Yeah. 
\ 

Q.  L e t ' s  go back i n .  How c l o s e  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  w e r e  t h e s e  
bodies?  

A .  I t  w a s n ' t  r e a l  c l o s e  t o  t h e  b r i d g e .  They were on up 
i n  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know how many f e e t  o r  mete rs ,  j u s t  up i n  t h e r e  
a p r e t t y  good ways. I know t h a t .  

Q Were they  s t r a i g h t  towards t h e  s e a  from t h e  b r i d g e  o r  
were they  towards t h e  s e a  and then  down t o  t h e  r i g h t ?  

A .  I don ' t remember i f  w e  made a t u r n  o r  went s t r a i g h t .  
We d i d  make a t u r n  because w e  fo l lowed t h a t  t r a i l .  I t  w a s  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  o f  t h e  t r a i l .  A s  you went up i n  i t ,  it  w a s  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of  
t h e  t r a i l .  

Q. This  t r a i l  l e a d i n g  toward t h e  s e a ?  

A. R igh t ,  s t r a i g h t .  W e  went o f f  i n  t h e r e  and more o r  
less a fo rk  i n  t h e  t r a i l .  We took t h e  one t o  t h e  r i g h t .  W e  went 
back up i n  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  where I seen t h e s e  bod ie s .  

Q Were t h o s e  bodies  around hootches?  

A .  Some was and some w a s  l a y i n g  by a p l a c e  going i n t o  
t h e  ground o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q 
saw? 

Could you g i v e  us t h e  f i g u r e s  aga in  a s  t o  how many you 
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A. Well ,  I t h i n k  I seen f o u r  o r  f i v e  of them bod ie s  l a y i n g  
o u t  through t h e r e .  

Q A l l  women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. No, no. They w a s n ' t  a l l  women and c h i l d r e n .  I seen  t h e  
ma jo r i t y  of  them w a s  men. I seen one women. I know t h a t  because I 
j u s t  had t o  s t o p  and look.  Most of  t h e  bodies  t h a t  I seen t h a t  day 
a l l ,  excep t  f o r  t h a t  one,  was men. They w a s n ' t  o l d  men. They wasn ' t  
what you would c a l l  farmers .  I d i d n ' t  look a t  t h e i r  hands o r  nothing 
e l s e .  I j u s t  walked by them. I d i d n ' t  want t o  handle  them. When I 
walked by them I j u s t  looked a t  them. They wasn ' t  farmers .  They 
d i d n ' t  look l i k e  fa rmers .  They could  have been,  b u t  t hey  j u s t  - -
mostly when you go i n t o  a v i l l a g e  l i k e  t h a t  you f i n d  o l d  people .  Old 
people l i k e  t h i s  o l d  man be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d  back h e r e .  

Q When you s a y  back he re  you mean i n  t h e s e  photographs? 

A. The photographs .  Righ t ,  s i r .  

Q Did you s e e  anyth ing  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  men w e r e  - -
have any weapons o r  any th ing  wi th  them? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  see noth ing  l i k e  no weapons o r  no th ing  l i k e  N 
t h a t .  I j u s t  s een  t h e  bod ie s ,  some of t h e  bod ie s .  I d o n ' t  know +.,, 
how many w a s  supposed t o  have been t h e r e ,  b u t  I s a w  some of  them. 

LTC NOLL: You mentioned mounds, a l s o .  

A .  Right .  They w a s  - - some might have been t h a t  h igh  
( i n d i c a t i n g  approximately 2 4  i n c h e s ) .  I d o n ' t  know what they  
were used f o r  o r  what purpose of  them w a s .  They w e r e  roun$&d over .  
I t  w a s  n i c e  and round. I don 't know f o r  what purpose they  ' w a s  f o r .  
I t  was a l l  sand.  T h a t ' s  when I seen  t h e  s h i r t  had swol len up. 
T h a t ' s  when I took n o t i c e  o f  some of  them l a y i n g  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q Were t h e s e  mounds bes ide  hootches?  

A. They would be  away from hootches .  Most of  them wi th  
bodies  b e s i d e  them w a s  away from t h e  hootches .  They w a s  a few 
f e e t  i n  f r o n t  of  o r  b e s i d e  it. 

Q I r e a l i z e  you w e r e n ' t  w i th  Captain  MICHLES. A t  l e a s t  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you were w i th  Captain  MICHLES. 
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A. No, I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I was with t h e  cap ta in  then.  
That ' s  when t h a t  l i e u t e n a n t  come ou t  and took over when we 
was coming back through the re .  

Q You d o n ' t  know i f  Captain MICHLES had any reac t ion?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  

COL WILSON: Did Captain MICHLES s e e  these  bodies? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know if he seen them o r  no t .  

LTC NOLL: Were t h e s e  mounds t h a t  you s a w ,  d i d  you th ink  they 
were f r e s h  graves? 

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  t h ink  they were f r e s h  graves be-
cause they j u s t  d i d n ' t  look l i k e  a grave.  They wasn ' t  t h a t  long. 
There were some t h a t  would only be t h a t  long,  ( i n d i c a t i n g  approx-
imately 3 f e e t )  about t h a t  long and some a l i t t l e  longer.  The 
average mound wouldn ' t  be any longer  than t h i s  t a b l e  t o p  from 
t h i s  end t o  t h a t  one r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q Did they look f resh?  

A. No, sir.  They r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  look t h a t  f r e s h  because 
t h e r e  w a s  some p r i n t s  on them. 

Q . E a r l i e r  you s a i d  something about people being i n  a 
group. Was t h e r e  a group of people i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  Not a l i v e  anyway. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, 'you saw no people a t  a l l ?  

A. No, n o t  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  When we went through it 
t h e r e  was nobody i n  t h e r e  except some bodies.  T h a t ' s  when 
t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  come i n  on a chopper and we went up t o  t h e  
r i v e r .  Along t h e  shore l ine  we d id  a t  one t i h e  rece ive  s n i p e r  
f i r e .  There was a photographer with us a t  t h a t  time and he 
d i d n ' t  know whether t o  s tand  up and t ake  p i c t u r e s  o r  go b l ind .  

Q. You s a i d  immediately a f t e r  TAYLOR'S f o o t  w a s  blown 
off t h e r e  wasn ' t  any f i r i n g ?  
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A. Not t h a t  I remember. I t  was j u s t  more o r  less a 
hush and th ings  stopped. We got  him o u t  and i t  s t a r t e d  again.  
I d o n ' t  remember no f i r i n g  t h a t  took p lace  except t h a t  loud 
explosion. 

Q You do r e c a l l  some messages between Captain MICHLES 
and Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  "Get t h e  br idge  checked 
out"?  

A. Right. 

Q By t h i s  you assumed t h e  po in t  group - -
A. ( In terpos ing)  Was checking t h e  br idge .  

Q Check it ou t .  To check it ou t  they had t o  come back - -
A. ( In terpos ing)  He wanted t o  make s u r e  it was s a f e  f o r  
t h e  rest of  t h e  element t o  go across .  

Q When you a l l  moved through t h i s  v i l l a g e i  what d i d  
you do? Move through o r  keep going? 

A. T h a t ' s  when we were coming back. T h a t ' s  when I ' d  
seen the  bodies.  W e  were coming back. We weren ' t  searchzng it 
o r  nothing. The r e s t  of them had supposedly searched,  t h e  1st 
Platoon. I d o n ' t  know. When I come through and seen t h e  bodies 
we were j u s t  - -

Q ( In terpos ing)  Going south? 

A. Heading back towards t h e  br idge.  

Q You don 't know what day it was - -
A. ( In terpos ing)  I know t h e  bodies had a l ready swel-
l e d  up and turned black.  I t  could have been t h e  day before  we 
went across  t h a t  br idge .  I t  could have happe'ned t h a t  morning. 
The bodies had swollen up and turned black.  To me  it looked 
l i k e  it had t o  happened t h e  day before .  Afain,  with bodies it 
d o n ' t  take  long with t h a t  hea t .  

COL WILSON: There was only one woman i n  t h a t  group? 

A. That I seen. 
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Q What k inds  o f  wounds d i d  t hey  have? 

A. I d i d n ' t  even check them. Like I s a i d ,  w e  j u s t  
went on through I t ,  and I j u s t  g lanced  over  and looked a t  
them. 

LTC NOLL: Do you know what t h e  3d Pla toon  and mor ta r  p l a toon  
d i d  t h a t  morning when you c ros sed  t h a t  b r i d g e ?  

A. Right  a f t e r  w e  g o t  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  bad 
mistaken,  h e  had t h e  mor ta r  t ubes  se t  up. H e  had them set  up 
r i g h t  t h e r e  where t h a t  l i e u t e n a n t  - - w e l l ,  w e  d i d n ' t  move t h e r e  
u n t i l  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  come i n  t o  j o i n  u s .  This  
photographer ,  r e p o r t e r  come i n ,  and w e  moved j u s t  a l i t t l e  ways. 

Q What t i m e  d i d  L ieu tenan t  MUNDY g e t  o u t  t h e r e  wi th  
t h a t  photographer?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  t i m e .  I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  long a f t e r  t h i s  
exp los ion .  W e  had  j u s t  went a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  W e  had j u s t  s t a r t e c  
moving aga in  and w e  g o t  t h e  c a l l .  I heard it over  t h e  company n e t .  
H e  d i d n ' t  c a l l  b a t t a l i o n .  He c a l l e d  company n e t  t h a t  w e  w a s  re-
ce iv ing  a r e p o r t e r  and another  l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q Did you pas s  through t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not r i g h t  t h e n ,  no. That  was a f t e r  we was coming 
back. W e  a l r e a d y  went on up t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  and w e r e  coming back. 
There w a s  a s m a l l  - - I mean it had a l r eady  b u r n t  down - - on up 
p a s t  t h i s  v i l l a g e  a l l  t h e s e  people  had been i n .  We went r i g h t  on 
p a s t  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  when t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  w i th  t h i s  photographer - -
w e  w a s  going up t h i s  l i n e .  We j u s t  g o t  s h o t  a t .  He w a s  s o  f a r  
it f e l l  s h o r t ,  r e a l l y .  I c a l l e d  it i n .  He wanted me t o  ca l l  it 
i n .  I c a l l e d  it i n  and he s a y s ,  "Can you f i n d  o u t  where i t ' s  
coming from? How many rounds have they  f i r e d  a t  you?" Something 
l i k e  t h i s .  I l e t  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t a l k  t o  him. H e  w a s  nervous,  
green.  

COL WILSON: Who was t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  a f t e r  ~ i e u t e n a n tCOCHRAN 
was k i l l e d ?  W a s  it Sergeant  LOVE? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t  it w a s  Sergeant  LOVE. 

,Q H e  had t h e  p la toon  u n t i l  L i eu t enan t  LEWIS came o u t ?  
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A. Right  s ir .  

Q I want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  I unders tand t h i s .  Did 
L ieu tenan t  LEWIS a l s o  see t h e s e  bod ie s  o r  w a s  h e  t h e r e  then? 

A. H e  w a s  w i th  us then .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he  seen  the 
bod ie s  o r  n o t .  I f  h e  went t h e  same way he had t o  see them 
because t h a t ' s  where w e  went i n  a l i n e  o r  column j u s t  going 
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q The execu t ive  o f f i c e r ,  L i eu t enan t  MUNDY, supposedly 
came o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  morning, too .  Did you s e e  him? 

A. Right ,  sir.  H e  came o u t  t h e r e  t o  t e l l  - - I don ' t  
know e x a c t l y  what he w a s  supposed t o  come and t e l l  t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  
t h a t  w a s  w i t h  u s .  Rea l ly ,  I d o n ' t  know what he  d i d  come o u t  t h e r e  
f o r .  I know he come i n  a chopper and he went r i g h t  back o u t  
on t h e  chopper. He d i d n ' t  t r a v e l  t o o  f a r  wi th  u s .  

N 
Q Did L ieu tenan t  MUNDY have an oppor tun i ty  t o  s e e  t h e s e  
bodies  from where h e  w a s  l oca t ed?  

bJ 
A .  I r e a l l y  c o u l n d ' t  say.  I know he l e f t .  Whether 8 

N
h e  went o f f  and went up i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  o r  n o t ,  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y .  
I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 

Q As you moved down t h e  beach, t h e r e  were supposed t o  
be  two VC engaged and one VC K I A .  Do you remember t h i s ?  That  
w a s  r e p o r t e d  a t  1320, Task Force Barker.  

A. As w e  was moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q This  was down sou th  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  less than  a 3000 
meters. 

A. Th is  was when w e  were going on up. W e  w a s  running - -
w e ' r e  going a long  t h a t  - - I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  o t h e r  p l a toon  s h o t  
anybody o r  n o t .  From t h e  r a d i o  - - t h e r e  wasn ' t  nobody t h a t  
r e p o r t e d  anyth ing .  U p  u n t i l  w e  s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  some s n i p e r  f i r e ,  
w e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t .  A f t e r  t h a t  it s o r t  of q u i e t e d  o f f  and w e  con-
t i n u e d  down t h a t  end. 

Q L e t ' s  s t o p  a minute.  L e t  me show you what happened. 
The r e p o r t  w a s  a t  1320. W e  b e l i e v e  it w a s  on t h e  beach somewhere 
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over  by t h e  beach. 

A. W e l l ,  now, w e  d i d  encounte r  - - a f t e r  t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  
had q u i t  w e  s t a r t e d  moving o u t  aga in .  These sampans w e r e  heading 
toward t h e  beach. They seen  us moving a long  t h e  beach.  They 
tu rned  around and went back o u t  t o  t h e  open w a t e r s ,  w e l l  o u t  o f  
range.  Tehy looked l i k e  they  were heading around t h e  end of  t h i s ,  
sou th  t o  t h i s  o t h e r  wa te r  down t h e r e .  We k e p t  going.  Then w e  
decided we wanted t o  g e t  on t h i s  h igh r i s e  s o  i t  would be easier 
walking.  W e  went up on t h i s  h igh  rise. There w a s  a young man i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  A r e a l  young man. We were going t o  ca t ch  him. W e  
h o l l e r e d  a t  him. H e  s t a r t e d  running j u s t  a s  f a s t  as he  could.  
We s h o t  him, b u t  he d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e .  W e  d i d n ' t  k i l l  him. There 
was some rice paddies  and l i t t l e  o l d  - - I guess t hey  use  i t  f o r  
t h e  water supply  o r  something f r e s h  water. H e  h i t  t h a t .  I t  had 
t a l l  g r a s s  around it and eve ry th ing ,  and w e  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  him. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  v i l l a g e  I saw t h a t  had a l r e a d y  been b u r n t  complete ly  t o  
t h e  ground. They was j u s t  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  when w e  went i n  
t he re .  This  happened wi th  t h e  p l a toon  I was i n .  That  was t h e  on ly  
one t h a t  I know o f  t h a t  had done any shoo t ing  a f t e r  L ieu t enan t  
LEWIS had jo ined  us .  

Q A s  you moved sou th  could you move a long  t h e  c o a s t ?  
D i d  you move through t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  4 

A. N o ,  s ir .  A f t e r  w e  s een  t h i s  guy w e  went down i n t o  t h e  -4 
v i l l a g e  and moved through it. Then w e  went r i g h t  on t o  t h e  end. d 
A f t e r  t h a t ,  w e  g o t  t o  t h e  end. The whole company was t h e r e  a t  
t h e  end. I n o t i c e d  a p i c t u r e  a whi le  ago t h a t  looked l i k e  it 
was t aken  r i g h t  on t h e  end. 

Q Did you a l l  burn' any v i l l a g e s  o r  was t h a t  t h e  1st 
Pla toon  t h a t  w a s  burn ing  the v i l l a g e s ?  

A. Tha t  was 1st P la toon .  They burned t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h e  
people  were l a y i n g  i n .  

Q How many people  do you e s t i m a t e  w e r e  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. You mean dead? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. I wouldn ' t  have t h e  s l i g h t e s t  idea. A t  t h e  f a r  end of  
t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few people  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h a t  
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f i n g e r  po in t .  There was q u i t e  a few people t h e r e .  Mostly women 
and ch i ld ren  and r e a l  o l d  men. Right across  t h e r e  was some water  
d iv id ing  another p lace  l i k e  t h i s .  There was a l a r g e  number of 
people over  t h e r e .  

Q Did you have any reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
any dead down t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. I t  w a s  j u s t  a small  f i n g e r .  I f  anybody was 
dead out  t h e r e  you could have seen them. The only way they could 
dispose of t h e  bodies was bury it r e a l  deep o r  throw it o u t  t o  
s e a .  

Q Did you s e e  any ARVN w i t h  t h e  column t h a t  day? 

A. Not with us.  

Did you ever  see  a wdman t h a t  TAYLOR had used t o  run ha
Q F 
t h e  poin t?  

k?.' 
A. H e  would grab - - we a l l  would, not  j u s t  him. Any p o i n t a  
man i f  we was going thtough a v i l l a g e  we would grab t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o p  
t h a t  would come up. I f  t h e r e  was a booby t r a p  they would no t  go down 
it. We won't  go down it then. 

Q We have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  TAYLOR had a woman using
h e r  f o r  po in t  t h e  f i r s t  day and t h e  following morning. Then she 
was turned over  t o  the  ARVN who was with B Company, probably with 
t h e  headquarters  element. You never d i d  s e e  t h i s ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s ee  no ARVN t h a t  day. 

Q Do you recognize t h i s  v i l l a g e  i n  Exhib i t  P-212? 

A. Right. That i s  it i n  t h e  f i n g e r .  I t  was r i g h t  on t h e  
end of t h a t  f i n g e r  t i p .  Here i s  t h a t  waterway I was t a l k i n g  about ' 

and over t h e r e  were my people. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Was t h i s  v i l l a g e  burned, P-212? 

A. Not when we l e f t  it. I t  was s t i l l  s tanding .  I t  was a l l  
i n t a c t .  

Q Were any people i n  t h e r e ?  
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A. Right. There were some people i n  the re .  There was 
some women and ch i ld ren ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, i n  one or two of 
these  hootches. We d i d n ' t  even t ake  time t o  even go through 
t h e  hootches. We j u s t  went t o  t h e  end of it. I d o n ' t  know why 
o r  f o r  what purpose we went t o  t h e  end of it, turned around, and 
come r i g h t  back. 

Q. Did you s e e  Colonel BARKER o r  Major CALHOUN come i n  
down the re?  

A. There was a chopper supposed t o  land ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know i f  it d i d  o r  see  i f  anybody got  o f f  of it. 

Q = A l l  r i g h t .  You turned around and went back. A t  t h e  
time you were qoing down o r  t h e  time you were going back, e i t h e r  
one, d i d  you look over t o  t h e  west ,  which would have been ac ross  
the  r i v e r ,  and d i d  you s e e  any burning going on? 

A. W e  s u r e  d id .  There was a l a r g e  f i r e  over t h e r e .  
There was a l o t  of  shoot ing going on over  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
Right a f t e r  t h a t  somebody burnt  t h a t  l a r g e  v i l l a g e .  

Q What l a r g e  v i l l a g e ?  

A t  W e l l ,  it appeared t o  be a l a r g e  v i l l a g e  from t h e  f i r e  
and s t u f f  t h a t  was over the re .  

Q Who burned i t ?  

A .  I guess t h e r e  was another  - -

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Across t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. When we looked t o  t h e  l e f t ,  a s  I was going back, it would 
be on t h e  l e f t .  

Q- Do you know which v i l l a g e  it was? 

A. No, sir. I t  was across  t h e  waterway I know t h a t .  I 
don 't know what company it was. I know t h e r e  was a l a r g e  f i r e  
coming from over the re .  There was a l o t  of shoot ing  t h a t  took 
place over  t h e r e .  W e  was coming back from t h i s  p o i n t  here  and 
a f t e r  you g e t  back up i n  here  - -
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Let the record show t h a t  we a r e  t a l k i n g  
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about  P-212. And you s a i d  you w e r e  coming back from t h i s  p o i n t .  

A. W e  headed back toward t h i s  b r idge .  W e  w e r e  going back 
towards t h i s .  W e  were heading back i n  t h e r e .  We had j u s t  g o t t e n  
t o  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n .  It w a s n ' t  real t h i c k .  W e  h a d n ' t  even g o t t e n  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  y e t ,  where t h o s e  bod ie s  w e r e .  W e  looked o f f  t h e r e  
and t h e r e  was a l o t  o f  burning.  

COL WILSON: Th i s  is  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Right .  

LTC NOLL: How about  t h e  1st P la toon?  Were t h o s e  v i l l a g e s  l a r g e  
t h a t  t hey  burned? 

A .  W e l l ,  t h ey  w e r e  b i g g e r  t han  t h e s e .  They w a s  hootches  - l 

t h a t  t hey  were burning.  They were s t a n d i n g  up on p o l e s  and had 
n i c e  t o p s  on,  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

What do  you mean by a n i c e  top?  
\ 

a 
A .  W e l l ,  it was a b e t t e r  t o p  than  t h i s .  They p u t  it )r 

c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r .  

COL WILSON: The w i t n e s s  i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  photo P-213. 

A. I t ' s  a b e t t e r  t o p  than  t h i s .  They wove it c l o s e r  
t o g e t h e r .  They g e t  up on t h e  t o p  and p u t  i t  on. Then they  hang 
t h i s  l oose  s t u f f  on t o p  of it and p u t  i t  on t h e  s i d e  drape  it on 
t h e  s i d e s .  They were j u s t  b e f o r e  p u t t i n g  mud t o  make a mud hootch.  
They would p u t  mud around it. I t  would be  a n i c e  - - w e l l ,  i t  i s  
a n i c e  p l a c e  f o r  them over  t h e r e .  I t  tu rned  o u t  t o  be  a n i c e  p l a c e  
f o r  people  t o  l i v e  i n .  

Q Did you s e e  any people  i n  e i t h e r  of t h e s e  two v i l l a g e s ?  
D i d  you s e e  any people  o t h e r  t han  down h e r e  a t  t h e  p o i n t ?  

A. Not a l i v e .  

Q You s a w  t h e  one man you s h o t  a t ?  

A .  Right .  Right i n  t h e r e .  There w a s  a b l i n d  man i n  t h i s  
one. A r e a l  o l d  man. He was b l i n d .  The reason why I know t h a t  I 
walked down t h e r e .  They had a new c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a home t h e r e  and 
t h e r e  w a s  an underground t h i n g .  I d i d n ' t  want t o  go i n .  There was 
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a s t r i n g  t h a t  he had a hold of and it was a cord he had t i e d  t h e r e .  
I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  was t o  enable  him t o  go back down t h e r e  o r  not.  
I d o n ' t  know why. A b l i n d  man c a n ' t  b u i l d  a house. There was a 
cons t ruc t ion  of a home going up r i g h t  beside t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  go 
i n  t o  see  i f  t h e r e  was anymore i n  t h e r e  o r  no t  because Lieutenant  
LEWIS d i d n ' t  want me t o  p u l l  t h a t  s t r i n g  t o  s t a r t  with.  I only 
know what t h a t  s t r i n g  was a t tached t o .  I pu l l ed  it and nothing 
happened. 

Q What happened t o  t h e  o l d  man, d i d  he s t a y  the re?  

A t  That b l i n d  man? 

Q Yes. 

A. We d i d n ' t  even bother  him. We repor ted  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a d i sab led  man t h e r e .  They j u s t  s a i d  leave him. He wasn ' t  
even worth t a l k i n g  t o .  

LTC NOLL: Evident ly you heard some shoot ing t o  t h e  west.  Was 
t h i s  t h e  1st Platoon o r  t h e  o t h e r  company? 

A. I t  was t h e  o t h e r  company. Af te r  we had turned around ' 
and s t a r t e d  back t h a t  was t h e  o t h e r  company because t h e r e  was no 
f i r i n g  t h a t  took p lace  t h e r e .  

Q Do you know i f  t h e  1st Platoon ever  engaged t h e  boa t s  
o u t  here i n  t h i s  stream t o  t h e  west of Co Lay (1) o r  Co Lay ( 2 ) ?  
Do you know i f  they ever  engaged a boat  anywhere along i n  here? 

A. We a l l  d i d  a t  one time a f t e r  we had crossed t h e  r i v e r .  
This is  a f t e r  we had already gone back across  the re .  

Q . You a l l  engaged them? 

A .  Right. Not j u s t  t h e  boa t  t h e r e  were, oh,  I d o n ' t  
know how many swimming across  t h e  r i v e r .  We got  c a l l e d  and t o l d  
t o  go down t h e r e  and i n v e s t i g a t e  it. They was a l ready h i t t i n g  t h e  
water  swimming down t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away from us.  

Q Who was involved i n  t h i s ,  t h e  1st o r  2d Platoons? 

A. They was more o r  l e s s  t h e  1st and 2d and t h e  CP 
group and they l e f t  a platoon back t o  secure t h e  l a a g e r  po-
s i t i o n s .  We had already s t a r t e d  t o  l a a g e r  i n  and we g o t  a 
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ca l l  t o  go down t h e r e ,  and w e  h u s t l e d  down t h e r e .  Now, t h i s  
happened b e f o r e ,  though, I was g e t t i n g  ready t o  f i l l  t h e  o l d  
man i n .  I t  happened b e f o r e  w e  went i n  t h e r e .  There w a s  a 
b o a t  i n  t h a t  bunch w e  blowed it up. 

Q Did t h a t  happen up h e r e  i n  t h e  Song D i e m  D i e m  River o r  
d i d  it happen down h e r e ?  

A. Well,  it d i d n ' t  happen down i n  t h i s ,  back towards - -
what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  it would be  back up towards t h e  b r i d g e .  It 
was back up t h i s  way. A s  f a r  as I can r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  no 
b o a t s  on t h i s  t h i n g  excep t  them sampans t h a t  headed i n t o  u s .  That 
I can r e c a l l .  I t  might have been t h e  D i e m  D i e m .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, when you were down he re  no th ing  l i k e  
t h a t  had happened? 

A. No. 

Q When you s topped a t  My Khe ( 4 )  you d o n ' t  recall  en-
gaging any sampans? 

A .  We wanted t o  engage them. They seen us and t u r n e d  
around and went back. We wanted t o  see what was t a k i n g  p l a c e .  
What they had i n  t h e r e  they  d i d n ' t  want us t o  see, b u t  t h e y  tu rned  
around b e f o r e  t hey  e v e r  g o t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  shore  l i n e .  They j u s t  
went back. 

Q I d o n ' t  blame them. 

A. Well ,  i f  t hey  had something t o  h i d e .  

COL WILSON: You went back up t o  t h e  - - l a age red  t h a t  n i g h t .  Do 
you remember anybody coming i n ?  Do you remember any ARVN o r  V i e t -
namese coming i n ?  Anything unusual  t a k i n g  p l a c e  t h a t  n i g h t ?  W e  
unders tand t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon  d i s p l a c e d ,  and l a a g e r e d  wi th  you. 
The 3d P la toon  s t a y e d  up t h e r e  by t h e  b r idge .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  Coming back o u t ,  w e  had moved 
way up i n t o  h e r e  c l e a r  up p a s t  t h a t  r i v e r  back up t h e  r i v e r .  Tha t ' s  
when w e  engaged t h o s e  people .  That  cou ld  have been b e f o r e  w e  went 
down t h e r e .  A t  one t i m e  it w a s  a l r e a d y  a f t e r  w e  had set  ,up  f o r  
l a a g e r .  W e  g o t  r e s u p p l i e d  and we g o t  a c a l l  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h a t .  
W e  went down t h e r e .  There must have been 20 o r  30 o f  them 
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h i t  t h e  water .  They had j u s t  go t  i n  t h e  w a t e r  and g o t  halfway 
ac ross  - -

Q ( In t e rpos ing)  This  is  while  you s t i l l  w e r e  wi th  t h e  
company commander? 

A. Right.  That took p l a c e  be fo re  w e  went on down i n  
t h e r e .  That same company t h a t  I mentioned we seen  a s  w e  moved 
up. Everything was heading towards t h i s  b r idge  t o  go on ac ross  
and search .  They had a l s o  supposed t o  have gone down t h e r e  and 
checked on those  people t h a t  w e  engaged t h a t  n i g h t .  They had 
t o  move a t  n i g h t  down t h e r e .  I t  was dark.  

Q A r e  we t a l k i n g  about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Right. A l l  t h a t  happened on t h e  same opera t ion .  

Q That was never repor ted .  

A. W e l l ,  they d i d n ' t  come up with  no bodies ,  b u t  w e  
know t h e r e  was k i l l s  because when you s e e  - - when you shoot  
them i n  t h e  head, they go t o  t h e  bottom. There was some 
choppers f l y i n g  ove r  s e v e r a l  days a f t e r  t h a t .  They s a i d  some 
bodies had come back t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  water ,  b u t  we  c o u l d n ' t  
r e p o r t  it. H e  c a l l e d  i n  and t o l d  them what happened. They 
s a i d ,  "Well, then you a c t u a l l y  c a n ' t  prove you g o t  any KIA's", 
and t h e  cap ta in  says ,  "No." So t h e r e  was noth ing  e v e r  s a i d  
about t h a t  b u t  they  was a l l  - - you could t e l l  they wasn ' t  
o l d  people because they w e r e  moving and swimming t o o  f a s t .  
They were d res sed  i n  s o l i d  b lack .  Didn ' t  even have no h a t s  
on o r  nothing.  

Q. Now, a s  f a r  a s  t h e  l a a g e r  goes t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  17th  
you d i d n ' t  have anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  you remember? 

(Witness shakes head i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

A l l  r i g h t .  The morning of t h e  18th  t h e  company 
l e f t  and moved back nor th  t o  t h e  b r idge .  The 3d Platoon 
was supposed t o  have found 3,000 pounds of r i c e .  D o  you 
remember t h a t ?  

A. I remember t h a t .  

Q What happened? Anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  about t h a t ?  
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A. The reason  why I remember it r e a l  good i s  because I 
s h o u l d n ' t  say  t h i s ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a s e r g e a n t  who suckered  a new 
l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e r e  t h i n k i n g  w e  had t o  c a r r y  it. 

Q But t h e r e  wasn ' t  a l i e u t e n a n t  w i th  t h a t  p l a toon .  

A. Not w i t h  t h a t  p l a t o o n ,  no,  b u t  w i th  t h e  p l a t o o n  I had 
jo ined  t h e r e  w a s .  

Q Oh, L ieu tenan t  LEWIS. You're s ay ing  you g o t  L ieu t enan t  
LEWIS t o  c a r r y  it. 

A. Right .  

Q Is t h a t  what you mean? 

A. Right .  H e  g o t  t o  t h i n k i n g  about  it a f t e r  he had 
a l r e a d y  g o t  saddled  up and moving o u t ,  and he  dropped it. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  reason  why I can remember t h a t  i n c i d e n t  r e a l  good. N 

k-' 
Q T h a t ' s  q u i t e  a l o a d ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  I b:; 

pa: 
A. It i s .  I 

=I 
Q - Even f o r  a l i e u t e n a n t .  

A. I mentioned it t o  him. I s a i d ,  " S i r ,  do you r e a l l y  
t h i n k  w e ' r e  supposed t o  c a r r y  t h i s ? "  W e  moved down t h a t  beach 
l i n e  going - - when we s t a r t e d  moving o u t  a f t e r  t h e  rice w a s  
found we w a s  moving up on t h e  a r e a  where "Jug" g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q That  's r i g h t .  

A. And w e  found some mor ta r  rounds t h a t  h a d n ' t  exploded.  
So w e  de tona t ed  them. 

Q These mor ta r  rounds t h a t  you found,  w e r e  t hey  found 
i n  t h e  same v i c i n i t y  t h a t  you found t h e  r i c e ?  

A. W e l l ,  it was on up from it a good ways. They w e r e  
l a y i n g  r i g h t  i n  t h e  wa te r  l i n e  where it was washing o f f .  They 
w a s  l a y i n g  up i n  t h e r e .  

LTC NOLL: 811s?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know what they  could have been. W e  found a 
couple up on t h a t  beach and exploded them. 

COL WILSON: A l l  r i g h t .  You moved on up nor th  t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. There were some people  on up i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  When 
we f i r s t  went i n  t h e r e  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  nobody around t h e r e ,  b u t  we 
kept  going u n t i l  w e  found a l l  t h e s e  people .  

Q And you remember what your p la toon  d i d  t h a t  day? What 
p a r t  of t h e  a r e a  you searched? 

A. A t  t h e  t ime w e  w e r e  s t i l l  on t h a t  beach l i n e .  W e  
w e r e  supposed t o  secu re  t h e  beach l i n e .  Check o u t  t h e  sampans 
and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  was s topped along t h a t  s i d e .  W e  j u s t  
kept  going on up l i k e  t h a t .  I t  wasn ' t  r e a l  wide s o  t h e r e  had 
been a p la toon  on t h e  s h o r e l i n e ,  and one going up t h e  middle, 
and one up t h e  s i d e .  

Q Three of  them. 

A. W e  were j u s t  s t r e t c h e d  ou t  ac ross .  

Q You s e n t  t h e  people back. 

A. W e l l ,  i n  t h a t  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  wasn ' t  anybody i n  
it. We g o t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  end. W e  found, and w e  d i d n ' t  do  no-
t h i n g  wi th  those .  They was a l r eady  s t and ing  o u t  t h e r e .  They 
t a l k e d  t o  a few, found a bunch of c u t  c l o t h i n g  and s t u f f  l i k e  
t h a t .  W e  j u s t  des t royed  t h e  c l o t h i n g  because it  was p a r t s  of  
uniforms. Some of  them looked l i k e  p a r t  of ou r s  and o t h e r  
s t u f f .  So w e  j u s t  des t royed  it. T r i e d  t o  f i n d  a l a r g e  amount 
of r i c e  which you cou ldn ' t .  You could j u s t  f i n d  b a r r e l s  of  
rice. We wouldn ' t  even b o t h e r  it. There wasn ' t  no need i n  it. 
We turned  around and laagered  back i n .  I remember these  c i t y  
p o l i c e .  What i t  looked l i k e  was people t h a t  worked i n  t h e  
c i t y  around t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  people.  They come ou t  and 
some M I  men and i n t e r r o g a t e d  - - w e  d i d  g e t  one o r  two along 
t h e r e .  There w a s  two. They i n t e r r o g a t e d  them and they t o l d  
them t h e r e  was supposed t o  be a t u n n e l  w i th  weapons and a l l  
t h a t  i n  t h e r e .  They went up and never d i d  f i n d  it, and they  
brought  them on i n .  

Q. When you got  back down t o  where you went i n t o  t h e  
l a a g e r  t h a t  evening d id  you see a medical team down t h e r e ?  
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Did you see a bunch of  c i v i l i a n s ,  somewhere near  t h e r e  being 
processed by medics? They would have been r i g h t  i n  t h e  same 
area.  

A. Right. They would have been i n  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  we 
come up on. 

Q They would probably have been near  where t h e  M I  people 
were. 

.e 

A. Well, t h e  M I  people come ou t  a f t e r  w e  s t a r t e d  t o  l a a g e r  
i n  t o  t a l k  t o  those people.  

Q How many d i d  they t a l k  t o ?  

A-. We had two t h a t  I can remember. They was r i g h t  i n  our  - -
where 2d Platoon w a s  going t o  l aager  t h a t  n igh t .  There was a l i t t l e  
mound of d i r t  p i l e d  up t h e r e .  they d i d n ' t  want everybody t o  s e e  how 
they i n t e r r o g a t e d  them. 

Q Why d i d n ' t  they want anybody t o  s e e  how they in te r roga ted  
them? Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n  before? 

A. I ' d  seen t h i s  guy i n  t h e  photgraph i n t e r r o g a t e  a few. 
This i s  t h e  one you c a l l e d  Lieutenant  JOHNSON I be l i eve .  H e  in - + 
t e r roga ted  those people back t h e r e  t h a t  HUFFMAN had. I f  I ' m  no t  
mistaken. t . 4  

N 
Q. You a r e  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  photo P-22: t h e  person i n  the 
c e n t e r  with h i s  helmet, back looking towards t h e  camera? 

A .  Right. I ' d  seen him i n t e r r o g a t e  I d o n ' t  know how 
many, That was while  I was s t i l l  with t h e  company CP,  though. 
He d i d n ' t  come o u t  on t h i s  opera t ion  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  anybody. 

Q T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  determine. On t h e  1 8 t h ,  t h e  
people t h a t  were o u t  t h e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  - -
A. ( In te rpos ing)  I had never seen h i m  before  up u n t i l  
t h a t  n igh t .  They i n t e r r o g a t e d  tham and they l e f t .  I don ' t  
th ink  they spen t  t h e  n i g h t  with us. 

Q On t h e  18th? 

A.  Tha t ' s  t h e  n i g h t  MILUS got  k i l l e d .  
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Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  The M I  people  t h a t  w e r e  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  
day - - w a s  h e  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t  see him. 

Q Do you know t h e  M I  person t h a t  w a s  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  
day? 

A. I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. I d o n ' t  know if I would recog-
n i z e  him They j u s t  wanted everybody bes ide  t h e  c a p t a i n .  They d i d n u -
want anybody around. Go back t o  your  bus ines s ,  g e t  away. 

Q. Do you remember what t h i s  guy looked l i k e ?  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p l a c e  h i s  f ace .  

Q. Do you know i f  he  c a r r i e d  a b i g  k n i f e  l i k e  a bowie 
k n i e f ?  

A. I know he  c a r r i e d  something i n  a l a n d l i n e ,  a l a n d l i n e  
phone. 

Q The phone? Did he c a r r y  t h a t  w i th  a s t r a p  ove r  h i s  
shoulder  o r  how d i d  he c a r r y  i t ?  

A. H e  j u s t  c a r r i e d  it wi th  him j u s t  normal. 

Q Thi s  was an American? 

A. r i g h t .  

Q H e  was i n  uniform? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Do you know what h i s  g rade  was? 

A .  When them people  come o u t  you d i d n ' t  know no th ing  about 
them. W e  d i d n ' t  know what they  w e r e .  

Q W a s  t h e r e  any Vietnamese w i t h  him? 

A. There was one. 

Q. Did you s e e  him use  t h i s  phone? 
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A. N o .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him use  it, b u t  I heard he d i d .  I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  him do it. 

Q Did you h e a r  of him us ing  it t h a t  day? 

A. Not t h a t  day,  b u t  I heard  he w a s  known t o  do t h a t .  

Q Did you e v e r  see t h i s  person aga in?  

A. No. I j u s t  seen  him t h a t  day. I never  s een  him no 
more. I know s h o r t l y  a f t e r  they  g o t  'done t a l k i n g  to  them t h e y  
had t o  c a r r y  one t o  t h e  ocean. I heard  t h a t  he messed h i s  b r i t -
ches.  I d o n ' t  know by what. 

Q I show you E x h i b i t  P-52. A f ace  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  i n  
t h e  lower r i g h t  c o r n e r ,  do you recall  s e e i n g  him? 

A. Yeah. T h a t ' s  him r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q The man i n  E x h i b i t  P-52 w a s  t h e  one t h a t  was o u t  t h e r e  t~ 
t h a t  day. 1 

A. 
b:

I t  looks  j u s t  l i k e  him. H e  w a s  bald-head$d and looked b,-, 
j u s t  l i k e  t h a t .  IC1 

Q With t h e  EE-8 phones? I mean wi th  t h e  te lephone? 

A. R igh t ,  

Q And t h e  wi re?  

A. I j u s t  know t h a t  h e  had t h e  phone. I d o n ' t  know 
whether h e  had any w i r e  o r  no t .  

Q H e  had t h e  phone? H e  w a s  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. That  looks  e x a c t l y  l i k e  t h e  same man. 

Q And you heard  t h a t  t h i s  guy t h a t  had t o  go o u t  and 
c l e a n  h i s  b r i t c h e s ?  Is he t h e  one t h a t  i n t e r r o g a t e d  him? 

A. Right.  H e  i n t e r r o g a t e d  both  of  them. H i m  a n d - t h a t  
Vietnamese. 

Q L e t  t h e  r eco rd  show t h a t  t h e  w i tnes s  i d e n t i f i e d  Captain  
KOTOUC i n  photo E x h i b i t  P-52. 
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A. T h a t ' s  t h e  same man. 

Q Did you see anything e l s e  on i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going 
on t h a t  day, a s i d e  from t h a t  one? 

A. No, t h a t  was a l l .  

Q You say t h e r e  were only two people in te r roga ted?  

A. T h a t ' s  a l l  I can remember. There were two people.  
There might have been a t h i r d  one, bu t  I d o n ' t .  r e c a l l  t h e  
t h i r d  one. I j u s t  know of two. 

Q Did you see c a p t a i n  KOTOUC, t h e  man you i d e n t i f i e d ,  
a t  any o t h e r  time dur ing  t h e  opera t ion  except  on t h a t  one day? 

A. J u s t  on t h a t  one day. I don 't know i f  he spen t  30 
o r  40 minutes o r  an hour. I j u s t  r e c a l l  t h a t  orle time t h a t  I 
seen him. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  you went i n t o  a l aager  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
n ight .  A s  we understand the  formation, t h e  1st platoon w a s  
on t h e  e a s t ,  and the  2d platoon was i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  and t h e  3d 
platoon was on t h e  l e f t .  

A. Wait a minute. The 2d platoon was on t h e  l e f t ,  
and t h e  3d platoon was i n  the  c e n t e r  and t h e  1st platoon.  W e  
d i d n ' t  have t o  worry about t h e  back because of t h e  ocean. 

Q Okay. l e t ' s  t ake  a look a t  the  area t h a t  you were 
i n  basing it on d i r e c t i o n .  You were r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a rea  here .  
Your 1st platoon was fac ing  more t o  t h e  e a s t .  They joined 
t h e r e  l e f t  f l ank  w i t h  the-,-

A. ( In te rpos ing)  3d Platoon. Then we made i t  back--

Q.  ( In te rpos ing)  The 2d Platoon was fac ing  west.  

A. They headed l i k e  t h a t  then t h e  1st Platoon,  3d Pla-
toon and 2d Platoon.  By t h e  time we got  s t r e t c h e d  o u t  we l i n k -
ed back up t o  t h e  beach l i n e .  

Q We 've got  a p r e t t y  good account of t h a t  ( r e f e r r i n g  
t o  Exhib i t  M-46) . A t  0130 t h e r e  was one k i l l e d .  That was MILUS 
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and f i v e  wounded. F i f t e e n ,  s i x t e e n  mor ta r  rounds a t  0144. Re-
q u e s t  f o r  d u s t o f f  and a l i g h t  f i r e  team. A t  0244 t h e  d u s t o f f  
w a s  complete. A t  0250 r eques t ed  a "Spooky. " A t  0350 "Spooky" 
w a s  on s t a t i o n .  A t  0440 r ece ived  ano the r  mor ta r  round. Can 
you remember t h a t ?  

Y e s ,  sir. 

One round? 

I s u r e  do. 

Q .- Wasn' t t h a t  k ind  o f  unusual? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Why? 

A. One n i g h t  I know w e  on ly  rece ived  one round. I t  
k i l l e d  one guy. W e  d idn  I t g e t  no more. There wasn 't noth ing ,  W 
then .  That  n i g h t  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  t h i s  happened r i g h t  when MILUS P 
g o t  k i l l e d .  I d o n ' t  know how many came i n  and e v e r y t h i q  g o t  ti:
q u i e t .  I mean i t  j u s t  q u i t .  I t  j u s t  t u r n e d  on and tu rnkd  o f f .  k-' 
You could h e a r  it coming. T h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  was s h o t  w a s  ~ n e  a3 
round. They w a s  a gunship on t h e  way o u t .  W e  g o t  t h e  gunships  
i n  t h e r e .  They come i n .  The company commander had gived them 
approximately where o u r  pe r ime te r  was. They s t r a f e d  tha* a r e a  
around i n  t h e r e ,  and it was q u i e t  t h e  rest of t h e  n i g h t .  I t  
w a s  a s  q u i e t  if noth ing  happened. 

Q But t h e r e  w a s  a round t h a t  came i n  a t  0440? 

A. Not t o o  f a r  from--

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  3 hours  a f t e r  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  w e  d i d n ' t  know what was going t o  hap-
pen. We d i d n ' t  know whether t hey  was going t o  h i t  us a l l  a t  
once o r  j u s t  l e a v e  us a lone  a f t e r  MILUS g o t  2 t .  The gunships 
were j u s t  about--well,  I don ' t  know i f  they  had a l r e a d y  gone 
o r  were s t i l l  g i v i n g  it a prep .  I know t h e r e  w a s  a round come 
i n  because it landed n o t  t o o  f a r  from where I w a s  a t .  

Q W e  don 't have any r eco rd  of t h e  "Spooky" C-47 gun-
s h i p  going o f f  s t a t i o n .  I t  came on a t  0350. I t  would appear  
t h a t  would have s t a y e d  on s t a t i o n  a t  l e a s t  f o r  b e t t e r  t h a n  an 
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hour. What seems t o  be unusual  t o  me i s  t h a t  C-47  up t h e r e  
making a l l  t h a t  n o i s e  on s t a t i o n  t h a t  t hey  would f i re  t h e  mor-
t a r  again .  

A. That  w a s  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  w e  moved up -
i n  t h e r e .  W e  had one man k i l l e d .  That  happened t h e  same 
way. W e  d i d n ' t  have a "Spooky" t h e r e .  That  n i g h t  t h e  "Spooky" 
d i d  come on which w a s  t h a t  n i g h t  t h e r e .  W e  had thought  
they had a l r e a d y  q u i t .  Nothing e l s e  was going t o  happen. 
They opened t h e  f i r s t  t ime.  That  w a s  j u s t  b e f o r e  MILUS g o t  
k i l l e d .  They opened up one t i m e  and they  q u i t .  They opened 
up aga in  and t h a t ' s  when t h e  mor ta r  round,  and M I L U S  g o t  k i l l e d .  
I d o n ' t  know what k i l l e d  him. I know they  opened up one t i m e .  
I n  j u s t  a few minutes t h e r e  wasn ' t  no f i r i n g .  Then they  come 
back again  and MILUS g o t  it. Where I w a s  a t  and where Lieuten-
a n t  LEWIS w a s  a t  t h e  sh rapne l  h i t  s o  c l o s e  t h a t  you could  
p r a c t i c a l l y  see it. I n  f a c t ,  i f  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  d a y l i g h t  
you could have seen  it. I t  w a s n ' t  l and ing  t o o  f a r  from us .  
I t  j u s t  f e l l  s h o r t  o f  o u r  foxhole .  

Q. W a s  t h e r e  any smal l  arms f i r e  w i t h  t h a t  mor ta r  at-
t ack?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I know t h a t  w e  r e t u r n e d  
some f i r e .  I don ' t  know i f  t hey  knew what t hey  w a s  shoo t ing  
a t  o r  n o t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  The nex t  morning w e r e  t h e r e  any p r i son -
e r s  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t hey  k e p t  t h e  two p r i s o n e r s  o r  
no t .  

Q Did you s e e  t h a t  man i n  photo P-215? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  I seen  him o r  no t .  I may have had,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him. I f  he w a s  t h e r e  I might n o t  
have seen him. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  two s t a y e d  t h e  n i g h t  o r  
no t .  

9. You mentioned t h a t  one o f  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  w a s  
i n t e r r o g a t e d  had t o  go wash h i s  b r i t c h e s  o f f .  

A. Right .  That  w a s  j u s t  what t hey  s a i d  because they  
c a r r i e d  him o u t  t o  t h e  ocean. 
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Q Was t h a t  t h e  one who was i n t e r r o g a t e d  by t h e  M I ?  

A. Y e s .  

Captain KOTOUC? Was t h i s  t h e  man?Q 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  h i s  face .  I saw him c a r r y  him down 
t o  the  ocean and b r i n g  him back, but  I d i d n ' t  s e e  his--I  mean 
I d i d n ' t  g e t  c l o s e  enough t o  r e a l l y  say t h a t ' s  t h e  man. 

Q Did he have s h o r t s  on . l ike '  t h a t ?  

A. He had on s h o r t s .  Both of them had on s h o r t s .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  same man o r  no t .  

LTC NOLL: What d i d  you a l l  do t h e  18th  once you moved i n  with 
t h e  2d Platoon? Did they s t a y  i n  the  CP a r e a  or--they moved 
a l l  t h e  way up here  t o  here? 

A. Tha t ' s  when we were headed up towards--
E3 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Yes. 
F 

w 
A. The whole p lace  moved up t o  t h i s  p lace .  Then, when W 
everybody s o r t  of got  ou t .  The whole company moved i n t o  t h e r e  CQ 
and moved back out .  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  a MEDCAP up t h e r e  t h a t  a f te rnoon,  a 
l o t  of people? 

A. Yes. 

Q Did you he lp  ga the r  up t h e  people? 

A. That was p a r t  of t h e  2d Pla toon ' s  job. W e  moved up 
on t h e  coast .  We narrowed down and met i n  the  v i l l a g e  more 
o r  l e s s  because it  was r i g h t  a t  t h e  end. We j u s t  come i n  l i k e  
t h a t  and w e  brought t h e  people. 

Q What d i d  you do? Come down here  and come back? 

A. W e  d i d n ' t  want t o  go over  t h e r e .  I t  was g e t t i n g  
t o o  open. W e  j u s t  more o r  l e s s  got  t o  t h e  green t h e r e .  W e  
used t o  cover over he re ,  and kept  on moving down u n t i l  we come 
t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  We stopped it. I d o n ' t  know which platoon 
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made a c i r c l e  and come through it. I n  o t h e r  words, t hey  went 
behind and come back through it b r i n g i n g  a few of t h e s e  peo-
p l e  w i t h  them. A l l  t hey  done was j u s t  herded them up l i k e  
t h a t .  They looked a t  them. We searched  where t hey  w a s  a t  
and le f t .  

Q Did you look a t  t h e i r  hootches?  

A. W e  went through them. 

Q You burned t h e  day b e f o r e ,  on t h e  17 th .  

A. Tha t  one v i l l a g e .  

Q Y e s ,  t h a t  one v i l l a g e .  

A. And t h a t  w a s  it. 

Q Did you g e t  o r d e r s  n o t  t o  burn t h e  n e x t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  w e  got--we d i d n ' t .  The on ly  o r d e r  
w e  go t  w a s  j u s t  t o  s ea rch .  They' d i d n ' t  t e l l  us t o  burn no th ing .  
They j u s t  s a i d  whatever you f i n d  i f  i t ' s  o f  importance,  you 
know, l i k e  i f  you f i n d  p i s t o l  b e l t s ,  can teen  covers ,  any th ing  
l i k e  t h a t ,  you can r e p o r t  t h a t  and t h a t ' s  it. The people  i n  
t h a t  v i l l a g e  on t h e  end w e r e  r e a l l y  f r i e n d l y  t o  u s .  

COL WILSON: The day you moved up t h e r e  do you r e c a l l  a r t i l -
l e r y  marker rounds be ing  f i r e d ?  

A. Moving up t o  t h e  end of  t h a t  v i l l a g e  where w e  found 
t h e  people?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I t  could  have been, b u t  I d o n ' t  re-
c a l l  any. 

Q Do you remember a woman be ing  brought  i n  w i t h  h e r  
l e g  a l l  s l i c e d  up? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  w a s  a woman o r  what, b u t  she  
had something wrong w i t h  h e r  l e g  or f o o t .  I know t h a t .  The 
medic went over .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t hey  wrapped h e r  up o r  d i d  
something f o r  h e r  o r  n o t .  
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Q Do you have any knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
inqu i ry  being made a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion  i n  Vietnam? 

(Witness shakes head i n  t h e  negat ive . )  

Do you remember an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  burning a t  any 
time during t h e  opera t ion?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q Were you o r  anyone you know e v e r  quest ioned on t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r .  There wasn ' t  nothing eve r  s a i d  about any 
opera t ion  w e  went on. 

Q id you have a camera? 

A. Yes, sir. I had a motion p i c t u r e  camera. 

Q Did you take it  with you? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q On t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I c a r r i e d  i t  with me. I received it about a month 
a f t e r  I got  i n  'Nam and I c a r r i e d  it w i t h  me throughout my t o u r  
over the re .  

Q 8 mi l l imeter?  

A. Regular 8 mi l l imeter .  

Q . Do you have any photographs t h a t  we could ask you 
t o  l e t  us borrow and poss ib ly  reproduce them? 

A .  Well, a s  f a r  a s  I know, you a l l  have them because 
I had them mailed and developed, and I have never received 
them. They never have been re turned  t o  me. 

Q When was t h i s ?  

A. I had them mailed ou t  when I was over  i n  ' N a m  t o  
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Kodak. I never received nothing o f f  of  it. 

Q So you didn '  t ge t  them back? 

A. No, sir.  I have one r o l l  of f i l m  and h a l f  of t h a t  
has been blanked. Tha t ' s  it. 

Q On t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I c a r r i e d  a r o l l  and j u s t  took what I wanted t o  
take.  Half of it had been b l o t t e d  out .  I wanted t o  s e e  it 
when I g o t  back and see  what i t  was. When I got  home I found 
out  I d i d n ' t  have bu t  one r o l l  of f i lm.  I d o n ' t  know where 
t h e  o t h e r s  went. I heard nothing a t  a l l  about it. I j u s t  
assumed t h a t  Kodak had an agreement with you a l l  t o  t ake  f i l m  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q What d i d  you have on i t ?  

A. I had a l o t  of c r u e l  t h i n g s  on it. 

Q A l o t  of  what? 

A.  W e l l ,  I had people t h a t  was maybe s h o t ,  one arm 
hanging o r  something. 

Q. Was i t  on t h i s  operat ion? 

A .  No, it wasn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y .  Any opera t ion  we went 
on. When I go t  c lose  t o  somebody t h a t  had been l a i d  open o r  
something, I wanted t o  t ake  a p i c t u r e  of it. I took a p i c t u r e  
of burning and everything.  

Q Do you have a record  of t h i s  photography? Do you 
have any claim check? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q. When you mailed i t ?  

A. I had a boy i n  t h e  back t o  mail  them f o r  m e .  H e  
mailed them a l l .  I would have them s e n t  t o  my wife .  She would 
send them t o  have them developed. She wrote--I asked h e r  i f  s h e  
received t h e  f i l m  and she never had received them. I don ' t  even 
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know i f  they  even l e f t  Vietnam. The boy, I asked him about 
it and he mai led them. H e  wrapped them up and mai led them 
f o r  m e .  I d o n ' t  know whether--

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who w a s  t h i s ?  

A. H e  was a l i t t l e  co lo red  guy. 

Q - Was he  i n  t h e  company? 

A. Right .  H e  w a s  i n  t h e  r e a r .  "Bess" i s  what w e  c a l l e d  
him. T h a t ' s  a l l  I know him as,  "Bess." W i l l i e ,  "Bess" o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. And he s a i d  he  mai led them? 

A .  Right.  The one I have g o t  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  worth ev-
en looking  a t  because t h e r e ' s  no th ing  h a r d l y  on them, 

Q I f  you g e t  back and you can f i n d  anyth ing  t h a t  can 
i d e n t i f y  t h e  d a t e  and t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  mai led,  o r  i f  you 
have a c la im check o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t  we would l i k e  f o r  you 
t o  c a l l  us back. You've g o t  o u r  number and pas s  it back t o  N 
us if t h e r e  i s  any way we can i d e n t i f y  t hose .  )ld 

A. I w a s  r e a l l y  wanting them f o r  my own use .  I f  you t-...' 
K?

f e e l  down and o u t ,  j u s t  look a t  some of them. I wanted them N 
t o  show t o  a couple o f  my f r i e n d s  and t h a t  was it. I never  
r ece ived  them. I d o n ' t  even know i f  t hey  l e f t  Vietnam. I 
would j u s t  g i v e  him t h e  money t o  mai l  it w i t h .  When I would 
come i n  I would ask him d i d  he g e t  a chance t o  m a i l  i t ,  and 
he s a i d ,  "Yeah, I s e n t  them home. " 

Q How many w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I had t h r e e  r o l l s .  Well ,  f o u r  count ing  
t h e  one I ' v e  go t .  I r ece ived  one back. Of c o u r s e ,  my wi fe  
g o t  t h a t  one back. The re ' s  on ly  a few feet of f i l m  on t h a t  
you can see .  The rest i s  j u s t  b l o t t e d - o u t .  

Q W e l l ,  you check when you g e t  back and s e e  i f  you 
can f i n d  a record  o f  t h a t .  W e ' l l  go t o  Kodak. 

A. I t  was a Kodak f i lm .  I j u s t  s e n t  it back i n  t h e  
c o n t a i n e r .  T h a t ' s  where I s e n t  i t  t o .  R e e l  8 m i l l i m e t e r .  
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Q Do you have a r e e l  camera? 

A. I t ' s  a r e g u l a r  8 m i l l i m e t e r  movie camera. 

Q D There a r e  two types .  One i s  t h e  8 millimeter r o l l  
f i l m  and t h e  o t h e r  i s  8 mi l l ime te r  packet .  I t  works automa-t-
i c a l l y  . 
A. Oh, no, i t ' s  n o t  automatic.  

Q It was r o l l ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. You have t o  t a k e  t h e  f i l m  o u t ,  i f  i t ' s  h a l f - f i n i s h e d  
and t u r n  i t ?  Right? 

A. Yeah. When you t a k e  it o u t  one s i d e  you have t o  
t u r n  it over.  

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  r o l l .  Did you eve r  hea r  any rumors t h a t  
c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  by B/4/3  o r  C/1/20? 

A. I heard about one company who g o t  kicked o u t  of Task 
Force Barker because they  more o r  l e s s  wiped o u t  a v i l l a g e .  

Q Which company was t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  i t  was C Company o r  D e l t a  Comp-
any o r  which one. I th ink  t h e r e  was j u s t  two companies t h a t  
w a s  i n  Task Force Barker i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade. Tha t ' s  a l l  I 
knew of anyway. That company--when I g o t  back t o  D o t t i e  one 
day I heard  they kicked out because they wiped o u t  a v i l l a g e .  

Q How long a f t e r  t h i s  ope ra t ion  d i d  you h e a r  t h a t ?  

A. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  it. By t h e  t i m e  w e  got  back and ev-
e ry th ing ,  I guess it was about a week maybe two when w e  heard 
about it. 

Q And who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. Some of t h e  guys t h a t  was i n  t h e  company. I d i d n ' t  
know them. I j u s t  walked up t o  them. W e  was t a l k i n g  and 
t o l d  them w e  had j u s t  g o t  our  pass .  They s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  w e  c a n P t  
go." Why? " W e l l ,  w e  j u s t  go t  kicked ou t . "  
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Q T h i s  w a s  peop le  from t h e  company you w e r e  t a l k i n g
t o ?  They s a i d  t h e y  g o t  k i c k e d  o u t ?  

A. They s a i d  t h e y  g o t  k icked  o u t  o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
because  t h e y  supposedly  had wiped o u t  a v i l l a g e ,  murdered a l l  
t h e  peop le .  

Q Did you know t h e s e  men you w e r e  t a l k i n g  t o ?  

A. Some o f  them I d i d ,  some of them I d i d n ' t .  

Q They w e r e n ' t  from B Company? 

A. No. They w a s n ' t  from o u r  company. Then t h e  rumor 
a l s o  g o t  around o u r  company t h a t  t hey  had g o t  k i c k e d  o u t ,  t o o .  
I t  come from one o f  t h e s e  s e r g e a n t s ,  Sergean t  MCCLOUD. W e  
w a s  t a l k i n g  and h e  mentioned something l i k e  t h a t .  A f t e r  a 
w h i l e  it j u s t  g o t  common th roughout  t h e  company. w 

I-' 
Q Sergean t  MCCLOUD s a i d  t hey  g o t  k i cked  o u t ?  

P1 
A. W e l l ,  h e  s a i d  h e  had hea rd  it. W e l l ,  I ' d  hea rd  i t  N 
b e f o r e  he  t o l d  m e .  I heard  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  th roughout  IP 
t h e  company t h a t  t h e y  g o t  k icked  o u t .  I s a i d  "Yeah, I h e a r d  
it t o o . "  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  no l i e u t e n a n t  t e l l  m e  o r  n o t h i n g  l i k e  
t h a t .  I t  was when w e  would g e t  t o g e t h e r  and s t a r t  t a l k i n g  
about  t h e  f i r e  ba se  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  The c a p t a i n  nev-
e r  mentioned any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  un-
neces sa ry  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  by Task Force Barker?  

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e . )  

Do you know, a s i d e  from what you s a i d  you h e a r d  
about  t h e  t e l ephone ,  do you know o f  any U.S. o r  ARVN t o r t u r i n g  
VC s u s p e c t s  o r  PW's on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. On t h i s  same o p e r a t i o n  I know what I s a i d - - i t  looked 
l i k e  t h e  c i t y  p o l i c e .  They c a r r i e d  some o f  them o u t  beh ind  a 
hootch and s h o t  h o l e s  i n  t h e i r  hands.  

Q How do you know? 

A. I s e e n  t h e i r  hands.  You cou ld  see them c a r r y  them 

APP T-349 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

behind t h e  hootch and you could hear  t h e  gunshots--pistols.  

Q How many? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was two o r  t h r e e  o r  just t h a t  
one. I know they c a r r i e d  one behind t h e r e .  I seen him when 
they c a r r i e d  him behind t h e r e ,  and I seen him when they  come 
back ou t .  He w a s  holding h i s  hand and blood w a s  coming from 
it. I heard some s h o t s .  

Q Did you hea r  of anybody c u t t i n g  f i n g e r s  o f f ?  

A. I heard of t h a t ,  bu t  I never seen it. 

Q Where was t h a t ?  

A. I heard t h a t  happened--some of t h a t  happened on 
t h i s  same opera t ion .  

Q. What da te?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what d a t e  it was, b u t  I heard it w a s  
i n  tha t - - r igh t ,  up down from where w e  laagered.  It  would have 
been r i g h t  up from it. T h a t ' s  where I seen t h a t  one guy come 
from behind t h e  hootch a t .  

Q Your t a l k i n g  about t h e  l a s t  day, r i g h t ?  

A. Right. 

Q How about t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  opera t ion ,  d i d  you--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I d i d n ' t  even know they had an M I  team o u t  
the re  o r  anybody else. 

Q This  was done by t h e  ARVN, you s a i d ?  

A. Right. What they c a l l e d  t h e  c i t y - - t h a t ' s  what I 
c a l l e d  t h e  c i t y  p o l i c e .  They was dressed i n  white  h a t s .  

Q. National  Pol ice?  Not ARVN s o l d i e r s ,  b u t  Nat ional  
Pol ice? 

A. Right. They had maybe one o r  two ARVN's with them 
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and they  were d r e s s e d  i n  uniform. The o t h e r s  had whi te  s h i r t s  
and l i t t l e  o l d  s t r i p e s  on them. I seen them t a k e  them behind--
w e l l ,  i t  was t h e  f i r s t  hootch they  come t o  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
They took one behind t h e r e  and you could h e a r  a couple  of  s h o t s .  
They brought  him back. I thought  t hey  k i l l e d  him. They brought  
him back. 

Q What happened t o  him a f t e r  t hey  brought  him back? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did you s e e  any more done l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No. J u s t  on t h a t  one occas ion  t h a t  I seen  t h a t .  

Q Anything e l s e ?  

A. I heard  them t a k i n g  t h e  k n i f e  and c u t t i n g  t h e i r  
f i n g e r s  o f f .  I never  seen t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody t h a t  
had been done t h a t  way. I heard  t h a t  t hey  were good a t  that!. 
When they  t a l k e d  t o  somebody they  normally s a i d  something. . 

I h3 

Who w a s  doing t h i s  c u t t i n g ?  Was it an American? 
P

Q 
w 

A. No. I t  w a s  t h a t  same bunch t h a t  doing a l l  t h e  i n - P3 
t e r r o g a t i n g .  The Na t iona l  P o l i c e  and them A R V N ' s  were doing 43 
t h a t .  From what I unders tand ,  t h a t  happened t o  one guy t h a t  
was i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  on t h a t  same ope ra t ion .  I t  w a s  down from 
t h a t  beach where t h a t  happened. 

LTC NOLL: Was t h i s  on t h e  morning of t h e  19 th  o r  evening of 
t h e  18 th?  

A. I d o n ' t  know which one it was. W e  were coming i n  
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  We was coming up t o  go on way down t h e r e .  
That  happened be fo re  MILUS g o t  k i l l e d .  W e  w e r e  coming i n t o  
t h e r e  and t h o s e  people  were o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  f i r s t  v i l l a g e .  
They had one o r  two t h e r e .  

Q That  w a s  t h e  day b e f o r e  MILUS was k i l l e d ?  That  
would be  t h e  morning of t h e  18 th?  

A. Right .  The n e x t  morning t h e r e  was some of  t hose  
same people  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody o r  hea r  no th ing .  
I d o n ' t  know what t hey  done. 
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Q Is t h i s  t h e  same day t h a t  man had t o  go and wash 
h i s  b r i t c h e s  o r  was t h a t  t h e  nex t  morning? 

A. The same day he had t o  wash them was t h e  same n i g h t  
MILUS g o t  k i l l e d .  Tha t  happened b e f o r e  dark .  About noon o r  
somewhere, I ' d  s ay  it was j u s t  b e f o r e  we g o t  on i n  t h e r e  and 
come back was when I seen  t h e s e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  and t h e r e  A R V N ' s  
ove r  t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you know i f  mar i juana  w a s  a b i g  problem i n  t h e  
company? 

A. No, b u t  I know p o t  was. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  same 
t h i n g .  I w a s n ' t  t h i n k i n g  t h e r e .  

Q Was it a problem? 

A. There was a few o f  t h e  people  would go down t o  t h e  
local--when they  could and buy some of  it. 

Q Did they  t a k e  it o u t  on o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. No. That  was mos t ly  conducted around t h e  f i r e  bases .  

COL WILSON: Do you have any f u r t h e r  t es t imony,  any f u r t h e r  
s t a t emen t s  t h a t  might assist  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I f  you have some more--I d o n ' t  know 
i f  I could  h e l p  you anymore o r  n o t .  

Q u Nothing you can t h i n k  o f ?  

A. Not based on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  no. 

COL WILSON: I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  t o  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  excep t  a s  you may b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  be-
f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1 2 0 5  hour s ,  9 February 1 9 7 0 .  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MORENO, Arturo M. 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 6 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rifleman, Second Squad, 
Second P la toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  had been i n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
t r ea tmen t  o f  p r i s o n e r s  whi le  i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  (pg. 2 ) .  
They were t o l d  t o  p u t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n t o  two groups,  male 
and female ,whi le  they searched t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any c l a s s  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  l e g a l i t y  ve r sus  
t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s  (pg. 3 )  . Upon h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  
Vietnam he  went through a f i v e  day t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d  a t  
Chu Lai  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  
handl ing o f  PW's t h e r e  (pg.  3 )  . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  normally t h e i r  squad l e a d e r  
would i n s t r u c t  them on an o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  thought  
t h a t  h i s  squad leader was probably Sergeant  LOVE (pg. 5 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any in format ion  be ing  given o u t  concerning 
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s ,  foods tocks ,  o r  l i v e s t o c k  (pg .5 ) .  
He thought  they  were t o l d  t o  expec t  many ~ i e tCong, b u t  
he d i d  no t  know t h e  name of t h e  u n i t  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  it was t o  b e  a s ea rch  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 29) . 
He s a i d  t h a t  i n  May o r  June of 1968 t h e  t e r m  w a s  changed 
f ran sea rch  and d e s t r o y  t o  s e a r c h  and c l e a r  (pg. 29) . 
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3. COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 16 .March. 

(1) Landing and i n i t i a l  movement. 

The wi tnes s  thought  he  was on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  
(pg. 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  doorgunners f i r i n g  when 
they went i n  (pg .7 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  s e e  anyone 
f i r i n g  a s  they g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 7 ) .  The company 
commander t o l d  them t o  move towards a cemetery (pg. 7 ) .  
The second squad began t h e  movement (pg. 7 ) .  d hey moved 
on l i n e  (pg. 8 ) .  They were going through on a t r a i l  
when Lieu tenant  COCHRAN c a l l e d  them back t o  check something 
(pg. 8) . A s  they  went back,  they moved t o  t h e  l e f t  and 

COCHRAN proceeded up t h e  t r a i l  where he h i t  a mine (pg.  8 ) .  
A f t e r  COCHRAN was evacua ted ,  they  began t o  move a g a i n ,  
t h i s  t ime wi th  a mine d e t e c t o r  (pg. 11). They found a mine 
which they w e r e  jumping over (pg. 11). GUNTA d i d  n o t  jump 
" f a r  enough" and h i t  t h e  mine (pg.  11). He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
what t ype  of  h e l i c o p t e r  took COGHRAN away (pg.  12) . Af te r  
t h e  second group was evacuated they d i d  no t  move (pg.  12)  . 
Sergeant  LOVE took over t h e  p l a toon  and went and m e t  w i th  
MICHLES i n  a v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 2 ) .  The u n i t  s t a y e d  around 
t h a t  v i l l a g e  most of t h e  day (pg.  1 2 )  . 

( 2 )  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a .  

The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any 
i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  t h a t  day (pg. 1 4 ) .  He d i d  
r e c a l l  C Company coming i n  t o  l aage r  near  them (pg.  1 4 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  t a l k  wi th  any members of t h e  u n i t  t h a t  n i g h t  
(pg. 1 4 )  . He thought  t h a t  MENDOZA and TRAVERSA s h o t  a  
V i e t  Cong o u t s i d e  t h e  per imeter  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 1 5 ) .  
He was n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  same day,  however, and 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  V i e t  Cong was o u t l i n e d  i n  f r o n t  of a f i r e  
s t a r t e d  by t h e  r o c k e t s  of a s p o t t e r  p l ane  (pg. 1 5 ) .  

b .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

(1) Movement towards t h e  b r idge .  

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  c r o s s i n g  a b r i d g e  which 
had been marked for; mines (pg. 1 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
f i r e  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  c r o s s i n g  (pg.  16) . He saw TAYLOR'S weapon 
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a s  they c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 1 7 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h e  
a r r i v a l  of  L ieu t enan t  LEWIS b u t  d i d  n o t  see h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  
come i n  (pg. 1 7 ) .  He a l s o  r e c a l l e d  pas s ing  through a s m a l l  
d e s e r t e d  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 8 ) .  He d i d  no t  s e e  any bodies  or  
new graves  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 8 ) .  He a l s o  r e c a l l e d  t h e  
presence  of a photographer who went wi th  t h e  p l a toon  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i a l  i n s i g n i a  o r  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  on t h e  photographer (pg. 20) . H e  r e c a l l e d  
moving t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  anyone was 
k i l l e d  (pg. 2 2 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  burn ing  one v i l l a g e  b u t  d i d  
no t  remember i f  it  was cn t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  22, 23) . 

( 2 )  A c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  d igg ing  i n  a t  one p o i n t  
t o  a  graveyard which smel led bad (pg.  18) . 

c. A c t i v i t i e s  on 18 and 1 9  March. 

The wi tnes s  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  hea r ing  about a 
rice cache be ing  found (pg. 2 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  
any knowledge of t h e  presence  of people  on t h e  beach du r ing  
t h e  day (pg. 2 5 ) .  He d i d  r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  where a number 
of i n t e r r o g a t o r s  came i n  and ques t ioned  people  on t h e  
beach by us ing  w i r e s  (pg. 2 5 ) .  He n o t i c e d  t h a t  one ~ i e t n a m e s e  
had t o  go wash h i s  pan t s  i n  t n e  wate r  (pg.  26) . H e  
thought t h i s  happened t h e  day be fo re  MILUS was k i l l e d  
(pg. 2 6 )  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was ~ i e t n a m e s e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  

who p u t  t h e  w i re s  on t h e  p r i s o n e r  and t h e r e  was one 
American wi th  them (pgs .  26, 27) . This  was t h e  only  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t h a t  he  saw (pg. 28) . 
4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tnes s  was n o t  ques t ioned  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  wh i l e  
i n  Vietnam (pg. 2 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  hear  any rumors about  
c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  unneces sa r i l y  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 30) . H e  was n o t  t o l d  no t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 30). 

5. OTHER INFORMaTION. 

The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  mari juana was a problem 
i n  t h e  company b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  "some of t h e  boys d i d  smoke 
i t "  (pg. 3 1 ) .  H e  did n o t  know i f  they  used it on o p e r a t i o n s  
(pg. 31) . 
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 
" 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES 
' W i t  knew t h e  man 

P-18 Miscel laneous  Scene b u t  could  n o t  name. 
W i t  had s een  the 

P-19 Misce l laneous  Scene peop le  p r e v i o u s l y .  
W i t  r ecognized  a s  

P - 2 1  Miscel laneous  Scene i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  
W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  

- Misce l laneous  Scene t h e  t e r r a i n .  
-

W i t  s t a t e d  t h a t  it 
P-207 Misce l laneous  Scene 	 resembled a grave-

y a r d ,  and n o t  t h e  
p l a c e  where 
COCHRAN was k l l l e d  . 
W i t  thought  t h a t  

P-208 Miscel laneous  Scene he  r e c a l l e d  one o f  
t h e  prisoners 
shown. 
W i t  i d e n t l t l e d  a s  

-P-212 Misce l l aneous  Scene a l a r g e  v i l l a g e  
a t  t h e  end or t n e  
pen in su l a .  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  him 

P-215 Miscel laneous  Scene a s  a p r i s o n e r  who 
had escaped.  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0905 hour s ,  6 February 
1970. ) 

LTC NOLL: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  LTC NOLL and 
MAJ THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Ar turo  M. MORENO. 

(MR MORENO w a s  c a l l e d ,  sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as 
fol lows :) 

P l e a s e  state your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and 
res idence?  

A. Arturo  M. MORENO, 4503 Buena V i s t a  S t r e e t ,  San 
Antonio, Texas. I work f o r  Sea r s  Roebuck Company. 

L T ~NOLL: Did you have a chance t o  read t h e  in format ion  
s h e e t  ( E x h i b i t  M-81) you w e r e  provided? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I should  e x p l a i n  now t h a t  t h e r e  are t h r e e  people  

on t h i s  team. The team i s  headed by Colonel  WILSON who w i l l  

be h e r e  l a t e r  t h i s  morning. Also on ' the  t e a m  i s  M r .  WALSH, 

a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  vo lun teered  t o  assist t h e  

Sec re t a ry  o f  t h e  Army i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and myself .  

What w e  w i l l  do i s  t a k e  t h e  f i r s t  sequence o f  q u e s t i o n s  and 

t hen  w e  w i l l  recess u n t i l  Colonel  WILSON and M r .  WALSH g e t  

here .  The f i r s t  s e r i e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t r a i n i n g .  

What w a s  your  duty  assignment on 16 March? 


A. To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, s i r ,  w e  went on an 

ope ra t ion .  


Q. W e l l ,  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  I am looking  f o r  is  your  

TOE p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  company. 


A. My assignment? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. I w a s  a r i f l eman ,  ammo b e a r e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
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Q.  What p l a t o o n  and squad? 

A. 2d P l a t o o n ,  second  squad.  

Q - When d i d  you j o i n  B Company? 

A. I j o i n e d  it o n ,  I d o n ' t  recall  t h e  d a t e .  

Q - February  o f  1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You j o i n e d  t h e  company i n  c o u n t r y ?  

A. I g o t  i n  c o u n t r y  t h e  1 7  of  J a n u a r y ,  b u t  t o  t h e  
company--I went t o  t h e  u n i t  i n  February .  

Q . I see. Where d i d  you t a k e  your  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. F o r t  P o l k ,  L o u i s i a n a .  

Q P r i o r  t o  go ing  t o  Vietnam, w e r e  you g i v e n  any 
t r a i n i n g  on t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  P W ' s ,  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war? 

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  d i d  j u s t  a l i t t l e .  They t o l d  
us t h i s  i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g .  

Q G e n e r a l l y ,  what d i d  t h e y  t e l l  you? 

A. The t r e a t m e n t ,  how t o  t r e a t  them, n o t  t o  h a r a s s  
them t o o  much and a l l  t h a t .  Not t o  m i s t r e a t  them and t h e  
p r o p e r  way o f  s e a r c h i n g  them and a l l  t h a t .  

Q Did t h e y  d i s c u s s  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  c i v i l i a n s  i n  
an a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  noncombatants  and d i d  you r e c e i v e  any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  noncombatants? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  What I r e c a l l  i s  t h a t  t h e y  t o l d  us  t o  
t a k e  a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and p u t  them i n  
s e p a r a t e  g roups ,  t h e  women t o  one  s i d e  and t h e  men t o  t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q. Was t h i s  i n  t h e  S t a t e s  now b e f o r e  you went  t o  
Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  i n  t h e  S t a t e s .  
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Q *  Now, du r ing  your  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  d i d  you 
e v e r  have a c l a s s  t h a t  might have been p re sen ted  by a l e g a l  
o f f i c e r  t h a t  might have been a p a r t  o f  t h e  Geneva Convention 
class, and t h a t  d i s cus sed  an i s s u e  o f  l e g a l  o r d e r s  and il-
l e g a l  o r d e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  recall ,  sir. 

Q. When you a r r i v e d  i n  coun t ry ,  d i d  you go through 
an o r i e n t a t i o n  week? 

A. W e  went through,  I t h i n k ,  it w a s  a f ive-day 
t r a i n i n g  t h e r e  a t  Chu L a i  a t  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  Div is ion .  

Q Any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  hand l ing  of  PW's t h e r e ?  

A. I don 't recall ,  sir. 

Q- Okay, f i n e .  

A.  I know w e  had cameras and--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S t i l l  no th ing  on t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  
o rde r s?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir.  

Q. Now you r e a l i z e  t h a t  w e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  ope ra t ion .  The company went on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
again  on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March. I ' m  s u r e  you w e r e  t h e r e .  You 
probably remember L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Were you on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. When Colonel  WILSON comes i n ,  one of t h e  f i r s t  
s e r i e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e  nex t  series o f  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  you r ece ived  p r i o r  t o  going on t h i s  
ope ra t ion .  What he  w i l l  ask you, eve ry th ing  you w e r e  t o l d  
dur ing  t h i s  b r i e f i n g .  

W e  w i l l  recess now. You can spend some t i m e  and 
cons ider  what you w e r e  t o l d .  
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(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  0910 hours .) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  09 35 hours .  ) 

COL WILSON: Hearing come t o  order .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons a r e  p r e s e n t ,  COL WILSON, 
LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

COL WILSON: M r .  MORENO, t h e  next  series of  q u e s t i o n s  w e  
a r e  concerned with  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  information which you 
rece ived  a t  f i r e  base  Uptight  b e f o r e  t h e  ope ra t ion  which 
would probably have been on t h e  15 th  of March. Have you a 
good i d e a  of  t h e  t i m e  pe r iod  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I know t h e  t i m e  w e l l ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  what w e  w e r e  t o l d  be fo re  w e  went ou t .  

Q W e l l ,  I want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  you know t h e  opera-
t i o n .  Do you know t h e  ope ra t ion  on t h e  16th  of March? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I know which one w e  are t a l k i n g  
about.  

Q. Lieutenant  COCHRAN got  k i l l e d  t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now back a t  t h e  f i r e  base ,  on t h e  15th, somebody 
should have pu t  o u t  some word t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  be  an 
ope ra t ion  t h e  n e x t  day. Did your squad have a meeting or  
anything? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  always d i d  be fo re  we went o u t ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  words they  t o l d  us. 

Q . Who was your squad l eade r?  

A. I t h i n k  i t  was Sergeant  REID. I d o n ' t  remember 
t h e  o t h e r  se rgean t .  

Q e  Which squad w e r e  you i n ?  

A. Second squad. I t  w a s  REID o r  LITTLE. 

Q. How about SCHMIDT? 
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A. SCHMIDT? 

Q *  T h a t ' s  no t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. No. Sergeant  LOVE was with  us too.  I t h i n k  he 
was walking about  two o r  t h r e e  men ahead of  us. 

Q Who? 

A. Sergeant  LOVE. SCHMIDT was j u s t  a spec  f o u r  a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  H e  was a team l eade r .  SCHMIDT was a team l eade r .  
The squad l e a d e r  I ' m  s u r e  it was e i t h e r  King LITTLE, LOVE 
o r  REID. They w e r e  t h e  t h r e e  Sergeants  w e  had. I t h i n k  it 
was Sergeant  LOVE. Af t e r  COCHRAN h i t  a mine and GUNTA h i t  
another  mine about  15  yards  away. 

Q. That 's t h e  next  day. I want t o  s t i c k  t o  what 
you w e r e  t o l d  be fo re  you went i n  t h e r e ,  r i g h t  now. W e  ' re  
not  s u r e  about  squad l e a d e r s ,  b u t  you d o n ' t  remember t h e  
squad l e a d e r  g e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  and say ing  where you w e r e  
going and how many days you w e r e  going t o  be o u t  t h e r e  and 
t h i s  k ind  o f  t h i n g .  

A. I know they t o l d  us ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
words, s i r .  

Q Do you know where you w e r e  going? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  I know they  t o l d  us 
because everytime j u s t  be fo re  w e  went o u t  they t o l d  us how 
many days w e  w e r e  going t o  be o u t ,  where w e  w e r e  going,  what 
t o  expec t  and a l l  t h a t .  

Q. Any information given concerning t h e  burning 
of hootches and d e s t r u c t i o n  of  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q Anything s a i d  on t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  foodstock? 

Foodstock? 

Livestock.  

NO,  sir. 
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Q. Anything s t a t e d  concerning t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  people  who l i v e d  i n  t h a t  a r ea?  

A .  No, sir.  When w e  g o t  t h e r e ,  I know w e  went t o  
t h i s '  v i l l a g e .  W e  took a l l  t h e  people  i n t o  one s i d e ,  b u t  w e  
d i d n ' t  g e t  any o r d e r s  f o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  l i v e s t o c k  o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Do you remember what t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  w a s  
supposed t o  b e  down t h e r e ?  

A. The enemy s i t u a t i o n ?  I know they  t o l d  us t h e r e  
were a l o t  o f  V i e t  Cong i n  t h e r e  because I t h i n k  they  k i l l e d  
a few t h e r e .  

Q. Do you know what u n i t  w a s  supposed t o  be  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Task Force Barker.  

Q. 
i

I mean t h e  enemy u n i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you know what t h e  p l a toons  o f  B Company were 
supposed t o  do ,  1st 2d, and 3d P la toons?  

A. W e  were on a b lock ing  fo rce .  

Q The company? 

A. No. I t h i n k  j u s t  t h e  2d P la toon  o r ,  l e t ' s  see. 
I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  t h a t  day what w e  did.  I know w e  
go t  o f f  t h e  choppers. 

Q. W e l l ,  w a i t  a minute. What about t h e  squads ,  w e r e  
t h e r e  any s t a t m e n t s  made a s  t o  what t h e  squads o f  t h e  p l a toon  
w e r e  supposed t o  do? F i r s t ,  second,  and t h i r d  squads o r  
f i r s t  and second squad,  whichever your  o r g a n i z a t i o n  may have 
been? 

A. I know t h e  CO t o l d  us t o  go t o  t h i s - - I  t h i n k  w e  
w e r e  going t o  look f o r  t h e  V i e t  Cong. H e  t o l d  us t o  go t o ,  
I t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  cemetery. 

Q. The what? 
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A. To go through a cemetery, I guess it w a s  a cemetery, 
because t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of mounds. 

Q. Was t h i s  t h e  day before  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q- But you weren ' t  t o l d  anything about what each squad 
was going t o  do t h e  day before  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. They t o l d  us ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q. Okay. L e t ' s  g e t  t o  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f .  Was 
t h e r e  any f i r e  as you came i n t o  t.he landing  zone? 

A. No, sir .  

Q Do you remember which l i f t  you were on? There 
were two l i f t s  t h a t  day. 

A. I t h i n k  it was t h e  f i r s t  one. 

Q. Were t h e  doorgunners f i r i n g  when you came i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q. Did anybody g e t  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  you saw 
t h a t  w e r e  f i r i n g ?  

A. No, sir .  Nobody f i r e d .  Not t h a t  I heard it. I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  any. 

Q. When you got on t h e  landing  zone, you went i n t o  a 
per imeter ,  then  you s t a r t e d  moving ou t  toward t h e  nor th .  What 
was t h i s  t h e  company commander t o l d  you? 

A. What, s i r ?  

Q. You mentioned something e a r l i e r  about t h e  CO 
t e l l i n g  you t o  move .through a graveyard o r  something? 

A. It w a s  something l i k e  a graveyard. I thought 
it w a s  a graveyard,  I d o n ' t  know. He t o l d  us t o  move. My 
squad s t a r t e d  moving f i r s t ,  t h e  second squad. Then j u s t  a s  
soon a s  we hi t - -wel l ,  it wasn ' t  t oo  f a r  from where w e  made 
t h e  landing when we s t a r t e d  h i t t i n g  t h e  mines t h e r e .  
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Q.  What's t h e  graveyard g o t  t o  do wi th  i t ?  

A. Nothing. 

Q.  You remembered it though. 

A. But it had l i k e  h i l l s ,  mounds of  d i r t ,  s o  I 
thought  it w a s  a graveyard.  I ' m  no t  s u r e  i f  it w a s  a grave-
ya rd  o r  n o t .  

Q .  This  i s  photo E x h i b i t  P-206 and P-207. Does 
e i t h e r  of  t h o s e  t e r r a i n s  seem f a m i l i a r  t o  you--taken from 
t h e  a i r .  

A.  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them. 

Q Nothing f a m i l i a r  t h e r e ?  

A. That  looks  l i k e  a graveyard over  h e r e .  

Q .  Which one a r e  you looking  a t ,  P-207? 

A. P-207. But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  p l a c e  where 
COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  

Q . No, I didn ' t say  it was. I j u s t  wondered i f  t h e  
a r e a  looked f a m i l i a r .  According t o  t h e  l o g ,  ( E x h i b i t  M-16) 
L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN t r i p p e d  a mine, a booby t r a p  a t  0845. 
Your touchdown, i f  you were on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  w a s  a t  0815. 
The second l i f t  came i n  a t  0827. So w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about  a 
pe r iod  o f  about  0830 t o  0845, which i s  t h e  t i m e  he  t r i p p e d  
t h a t  mine, du r ing  a pe r iod  of about 15  minutes ,  from t h e  
t i m e  he  t h e  l a s t  a i r c r a f t  s e t  down u n t i l  he h i t  t h e  mine. 
So, appa ren t ly  you didn ' t s t a y  on t h e  l and ing  zone t o o  long.  
You say  you t h i n k  t h e  second squad l e a d  o f f  i n  t h e  p l a toon ,  
i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s  , sir .  

Q .  Was t h e  p l a toon  i n  a squad column o r  w e r e  a l l  t h e  
squads a b r e a s t ?  

A. W e  were going on l i n e .  I t  was a machinegun crew 
and Sergeant  LITTLE. Then, L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN c a l l e d  us back. 
W e  were going through t h e  t r a i l  and he c a l l e d  us back so he  
s a i d  t o  check something. We tu rned  around and s t a r t e d  walking 
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t h i s  way and then COCHRAN and h i s  RTO w e r e  coming behind on 
t h i s  s i d e .  He h i t  t h e  mine r i g h t  t h e r e ,  j u s t  where w e  were 
going. The f i r s t  squad w a s  going t h e  o t h e r  way because 
t h e r e  were a l ready some guys over i n  t h e  f r o n t ,  CANTU and 
SMITH. I th ink  they were wounded by t h e  same booby t r a p s .  

Q- Well, I ' m  not  su re  I follow t h i s .  You l e f t  t h e  
landing zone and you s a i d  t h e  machinegun element w a s  i n  
f r o n t ?  

A. Sergeant LITTLE was i n  f r o n t .  

Q .  Of what, t h e  platoon o r  t h e  squad? 

A. W e l l ,  it wasn't--there were j u s t  four  guys--no, 
f i v e  guys--four guys, he t o l d  us t o  go check something ou t .  

9 .  Were you with the  squad? 

A. With t h e  machinegun crew i n  t h e  second squad. 

Q. And you l e f t  t h e  squad? 

A. No. See, four  guys weEe walking through t h e  
t r a i l .  I th ink  Sergeant LITTLE was i n  f r o n t  when Lieutenant  
COCHRAN c a l l e d  him back and t o l d  him t o  t a k e  t h e  machinegun, 
t o  go check--I d o n ' t  know what it was t o  go check. 

Q- W e l l ,  what was Sergeant LITTLE'S job? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  he was a squad l eader  o r  
team leader ,  b u t  he was a sergeant .  A t  t h a t  t ime,  I d o n ' t  
remember i f  he was team leader .  I know a f t e r  t h a t  he became 
a squad leader .  

Q. You were up i n  f r o n t  of Lieutenant  COCHRAN, is  
t h a t  co r rec t?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  we were i n  f r o n t .  

Q. And COCHRAN w a s  fol lowing you? 

A. Following us. Then he  t o l d  Sergeant LITTLE t o  
t ake  t h e  machinegun crew and go check. He s a i d  t o  go check 
something o u t  over t h e r e .  

# 
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Q Which d i r e c t i o n  d i d  you go? I f  you were moving
towards f i r e  base Uptight you were moving due nor th .  I f  
you went o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o r  l e f t  I could t e l l  you which 
d i r e c t i o n  you went. 

A ,  W e l l ,  from where he h i t  t h e  mine, w e  moved l e f t .  
We j u s t  s t a r t e d  moving l e f t .  

Q You moved t o  t h e  w e s t  then? 

A. And he h i t  t h e  mine. We were going through 
t h a t  t r a i l  so  he went t o  t h e  t r a i l  we were going a t  f i r s t .  
He h i t  t h e  mine t h e r e .  But I was wai t ing  f o r  t h e  machine-
gun crew t o  pass because I was supposed t o  walk behind t h e  
machinegunner and a s s i s t a n t .  I was t h e  ammo bearer .  I was 
wai t ing  f o r  them and Lieutenant  COCHRAN h i t  t h e  mine r i g h t  
t h e r e .  

Q . How f a r  from you d id  he h i t  t h a t  mine? 

A. I guess he was between 7 and 1 0  ya rds ,  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Well, now we g e t  a  desc r ip t ion  t h a t  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,
t h e  b ig  v i l l a g e  t h e r e ,  c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e ,  My Lai (1), had s o r t  
of a hedgerow around it. I t  was near  t h i s  hedgerow t h a t  he 
h i t  t h a t  mine. 

A. No. There was a t r a i l .  There must have been, I 
guess a t r e e  o r  two. I t  went on a l i t t l e  s lope  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Now you remember when you crossed t h a t  t r a i l ,  was 
t h e r e  a b i g  ga te  over  t h e  t r a i l  w i t h  some Vietnamese w r i t i n g  
on t h e . t o p  of  i t ,  s o r t  of just--I  d o n ' t  know how t o  desc r ibe  
it except  t o  descr ibe  it as  a  ga te .  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Were you moving down a t r a i l  o r  c ross ing  a  t r a i l ?  

(MORENO) 

No, moving down t h e  t r a i l .  

You were moving down t h e  t r a i l ?  

Yes, s ir .  

1 0  
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Q- A f t e r  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN was h i t ,  0845, t h e  nex t  
mine t h a t  was t r i g g e r e d  was a t  0930, t h i s  accord ing  t o  t h e  
l o g ,  45 minutes l a t e r .  

A. Yes, s i r .  A f t e r  we evacuated t h e  men, t hey  
t o l d  u s ,  Capta in  MICHLES o r  whatever h i s  name w a s ,  t o l d  
us t o  keep on. So we go t  up and t h i s  t i m e  w e  had a mine 
d e t e c t o r .  The mine d e t e c t o r  d e t e c t e d  a mine s o  w e  were 
jumping ove r  t h e  mine. W e  would t a k e  a b i g  hop and jump 
over it. GUNTA, h e  came and didn ' t jump f a r  enough and h e  
h i t  t h e  mine. 

Q So you a l l  knew t h a t  mine w a s  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Now back t o  COCHRAN. Was Capta in  MICHLES up
t h e r e ?  

A. No, h e  wasn 't wi th  us .  

H e  w a s n ' t  w i t h  you? 

NO,  s ir .  

You say  he  t o l d  you? 

H e  rad ioed .  

Q You hea rd  t h e  r a d i o  communication? 

A .  No, s ir .  But they--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Passed it down. Did you h e l p  
load  any of  t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  on t h e  evacua t ion  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I just--we moved COCHRAN, m e  and t h e  
medic and somebody e l s e ,  w e  j u s t  p u t  him l i k e  t h a t  t o  see 
i f  h e  was s t i l l  a l i v e .  I d i d n ' t  h e l p  them. 

Q. You remember t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  t h e r e ?  

The medevac? 

Y e s .  
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A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  I do. 

Q D o  you know whether it w a s  a medevac o r  whether 
it w a s  Colonel  BARKER'S a i r c r a f t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  on t h a t ,  sir.  I know a chopper 
came and took--I t h i n k  t h r e e  guys. COCHRAN, CANTU and SMITH. 

Q Then what happened a f t e r  t h e  second group g o t
h i t ?  Did you see t h a t  chopper come i n ?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  see t h a t  one because w e  s t a y e d  
down. I t h i n k  w e  s t a y e d  down over  t h e r e  u n t i l  t hey  took 
everybody. Then, you know, everybody thought  t h a t  t h e  whole 
p l a c e  was f u l l  of  mines s o  we j u s t  s t a y e d  where w e  were. I 
don 't remember s e e i n g  t h e  chopper. 

Q. What happened a f t e r  they  took t h o s e  c a s u a l t i e s  
o u t ?  Where d i d  you go then?  

A. Sergeant  LOVE, I t h i n k ,  then took over  t h e  
p l a toon .  

Q. Yes. 

A. He rad ioed  Captain MICHLES. I t h i n k  he t o l d  us 
t o  g e t  o u t  of  t h e r e .  We went and met him i n  a v i l l a g e .  H e  
w a s  a l r eady  i n  a v i l l a g e  some p l a c e  i n  t h e r e .  H e  w a s n ' t  
r e a l  f a r ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a v i l l a g e .  I t h i n k  where t h e  f l a g  
i s ,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  some p l a c e  i n  t h e r e .  There w a s  a 
smal l  v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  W e  went over  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  w e  b u i l t  
a per imeter  i n  t h e r e  o r  something. W e  a t e  t h e r e .  

Q You s t a y e d  around t h a t  v i l l a g e  most of  t h e  day,  
I suppose? 

A. I know w e  s t ayed  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know how long ,  
b u t  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  w e  a t e  t h e r e .  W e  a t e  d i n n e r .  

Q Show us t h e  photographs,  E x h i b i t  P-18. Have you 
e v e r  seen  any o f  t h o s e  people  i n  t h e  photograph,  and do you 
know where it i s ?  

A. I know t h i s  guy. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know h i s  name? 
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A. I have forgot ten  it, b u t  I know him. 

Q- P-19. Did you ever  s e e  any of those  people,
Vietnamese? 

(Witness nodded i n  th.e a f f i rma t ive .  ) 

P-21. Did you ever  s e e  any of those two men i n  
uniform? 

A. They were i n t e r r o g a t o r s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q The man on t h e  r i g h t  i s  an i n t e r p r e t e r ,  r i g h t ?  

A.  I guess t h a t ' s  what--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  I n t e r p r e t e r  o r  i n t e r r o g a t o r .  P-22? 

A. No. 

Q Did you ever  see  e i t h e r  one of  t h e s e  two Vietnamese 
i n  uniform, P-66? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  face  too  wel l .  

Q. Did you ever  see  t h e s e  pr i soners?  This i s  P-208? 

A. Yes. I th ink  I remember t h a t  one. 

Q. Where was t h a t ?  

A. I remember t h e  p r i soner ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know where 
it was. 

9- Why do you remember t h e  pr i soner?  

A. Because I remember they caught a Tot of suspec t s .  
I don ' t  know i f  they w e r e  V i e t  Cong o r  not .  I remember they 
caught them. I th ink  they took them t o  Duc Pho o r  some place .  

Q. When? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. I know a l o t  of t imes we 
caught a l o t  of  p r i soners  and p u t  a sand bag on t o p  of t h e i r  
head. 
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Q. You don 't recognize  t h a t  a r ea?  

A. The ground s e e m s  f a m i l i a r .  

Q. Can you see P-209 w e l l  enough t o  i d e n t i f y  any-
t h i n g  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. You s t ayed  i n  t h e  area a l l  t h a t  day. Did you see 
any i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. I know a l o t  of  t i m e s  w e  
b rought  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  and sometime they  brought  i n  an 
i n t e r r o g a t o r .  

Q Do you remember C Company coming i n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
l i n k i n g  up w i t h  you a l l ,  and s t a y i n g  t h e r e ?  

A. They s t a y e d  nea r  us one t i m e .  I t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  
same o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. That i s  r i g h t ,  t h a t  w a s  t h e  n i g h t .  Do you
remember any ARVN coming i n  w i th  them? 

A. No, s i r .  I know C/1/20 s t ayed  wi th  us o r  n e a r  
us one t ime.  

Q - Did you t a l k  t o  any o f  them t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  o r  q u e s t i o n i n g  
going on t h a t  n i g h t  o r  l a t e  t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  VC s u s p e c t s ,  PW's? 

A. W e  had one,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  he w a s  on t h a t  day. 
I t  was when they  brought  i n ,  I t h i n k ,  L ieu t enan t  LEWIS, t h a t  
r ep l aced  COCHRAN . 
Q That w a s  t h e  nex t  day? 

A. The n e x t  day? W e l l ,  I know t h a t  day they  brought  
some i n  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any on t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  
f i r s t  day? 

1 4  
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A. No, sir. 

Q- You saw them when Lieutenant  LEWIS came i n ?  

A, Yes. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  anything about t h a t  n i g h t  when you 
went i n t o  your l aager  a r e a ,  defensive p o s i t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e  were c ross ing  t h e  r i v e r .  W e  w e r e  
walking through a r i c e  paddy. We had a l o t  of f i r e  from 
one s i d e ;  then I th ink  from another  s i d e .  I th ink  w e  c rossed  
t h e  r i v e r .  W e  got  some more f i r e .  

Q Tha t ' s  t h e  next  day, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h a t  
n i g h t  where you laagered. C Company came i n  t h e r e .  I 
wonder i f  you remember any small  arms f i r e  i n s i d e  t h e  per imeter  
o r  i s  t h e r e  anything about t h a t  night--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I th ink  t h a t  n i g h t  MENDOZA k i l l e d  
a Vie t  Cong. 

Q. MENDOZA? Where d i d  he k i l l  him? 

A. There w a s  a s p o t t e r  p lane  f i r i n g  rockets .  There 
was a f i r e  t h e r e .  Then t h i s  Viet  Cong came i n  f r o n t  of  
t h e  f i r e .  We had a  per imeter  r e a l  c l o s e  t o  t h e r e .  MENDOZA 
saw him. I th ink  MENDOZA and TRAVERSA s h o t  h i m .  He was a 
V i e t  Cong because he had some handgrenades. 

Q. He wasn 't reported? 

A. I t h i n k  it was. The next  morning we had t o  go 
over t h e r e  and drag him. 

Q. Was t h i s  t h e  same day? Was t h i s  t h e  same day 
Lieutenant COCHRAN was k i l l e d ?  

A. I don 't know i f  it was t h e  same day. I know it 
was on t h e  same opera t ion .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h e  next  
day. I d o n ' t  even remember where we s l e p t  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q- W e l l ,  l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  next  day. 

LTC NOLL: Before Lieutenant  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d ,  what was 
t h e  ob jec t ive  of  your platoon? You came o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  
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You s t a r t e d  moving i n  a d i r e c t i o n .  What were you moving 
towards ? 

A. We were going through what I th ink  was a cemetery. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A. I guess our  o b j e c t i v e  was to--I  d i d n ' t  know 
nothing. They d i d n ' t  t e l l  me. Whenever they t o l d  me t o  
move I moved. They t o l d  us t o  go through t h a t  t r a i l ,  I 
guess,  and look f o r  t h e  Vie t  Cong. I never d id  pay too  
much a t t e n t i o n .  When they t o l d  me ' t o  go some p lace ,  I 
j u s t  went. 

Q. Were you near  a v i l l a g e  when Lieutenant  COCHRAN 
was k i l l e d ?  

A. There was a v i l l a g e  because a f t e r  they t o l d  us 
t o  move o u t  of  t h e r e ,  we went t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  Captazn 
MICHLES was t h e r e  with us.  I ' m  not  s u r e  i f  t h e r e  was .another 
platoon t h e r e ,  e i t h e r  t h e  1st o r  t h e  3d. I th ink  t h e r e  was 
a v i l l a g e  not  too  f a r  away from t h e r e .  

COL WILSON: The next  day you moved o u t  towards t h e  br idge .  
Sergeant TAYLOR got  h i s  foo t  blown o f f .  The 1st Platoon 
had been across  t h e  br idge a l l  n igh t .  I d o n ' t  know whether 
t h e  2d Platoon moved o f f  f i r s t  t h a t  morning o r  whether t h e  
3d Platoon did.  We be l i eve  t h e  3d Platoon d id .  There were 
some mines down t h e r e  by t h e  br idge ,  marked o f f  wi th  t i s s u e  
paper. 

A. Oh, yeah, yes ,  sir, I remember. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was any f i r i n g  when you 
got  t o  t h a t  a rea  where those  mines marked o f f  by t h e  br idge? 

A. Crossing t h e  br idge?  

Q. Yes. 

A .  NO, sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  f i r i n g  before  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  
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You don ' t ?  

A. I know we crossed t h e  br idge.  I d o n ' t  know i f  it 
was a Sergeant  o r  no t ,  b u t  he got  h i s  l e g s  blown o f f .  H i s  
weapon was blown a l l  t o  p ieces .  

Q e  Was he  s t i l l  t h e r e  when you crossed t h e  br idge? 

A. No, b u t  t h e  weapon was. 

Q Was it a l l  t o r n  up? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- That was Sergeant TAYLOR. You got  across  t h e  
br idge and s a w  h i s  weapon had been a l l  b e a t  up from t h e  
b l a s t ?  

A. I f  it is  t h e  same one I am t a l k i n g  about,  t h e  
weapon was blown up. 

Q. I ' m  s u r e  we have had t h i s  information before t h a t  
t h a t  weapon was p r e t t y  badly beaten up. What happened cross-
ing  t h e  br idge? Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  o r  d i d  you j u s t  c ross  
t h e  br idge a s  you would any o t h e r  br idge? 

A. Y e s .  The only t h i n g  I remember is t h a t  while  
we w e r e  c ross ing  they t o l d  us not  t o  s t e p  on paper--
t o i l e t  t issue--because t h e r e  were mines under the re .  I 
don ' t  remember where w e  went a f t e r  t h a t  o r  what we d id .  
But t h i s  i s  t h e  same day we had a photographer wi th  us.  

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  could be. Tha t ' s  coming up. I t h i n k  
it is .  You got  across  t h e , b r i d g e .  What d i d  you do across--
t h i s  was when--about t h i s  t ime, is when Lieutenant  LEWIS 
came i n .  Do you remember him coming i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. So I understand h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  may have s e t  down 
i n  a s m a l l  v i l l a g e  over t h e r e .  Did you s e e  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  
come i n ?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q - Did you do any moving around over t h e r e  a f t e r  you 
crossed t h e  br idge  o r  d id  you a l l  j u s t  s i t  down and wai t?  

A. When he came? 

Q.  No, r i g h t  before  he came. 

A. I know when he came we were i n  a per imeter  a l ready.  

Q You were? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you g e t  t o  move through a small  v i l l a g e  over  
the re?  Did you g e t  t o  move around very much? Did you do any 
searching? 

A. I t h i n k  it was a deser ted  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did you see  any bodies over the re?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you s e e  any new graves? 

A. No. 

Q . When Lieutenant  LEWIS came i n ,  who came i n  with him? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I j u s t  saw h i m .  They t o l d  us he 
was going t o  be our new l i e u t e n a n t ,  our  new platoon l eader .  

Q - You were already i n  t h e  per imeter .  Where were you? 
Were you up on t o p  of t h a t  sand dune? 

A. Sergeant LITTLE and I ,  I th ink  were i n  a hole .  We 
dug a hole .  I th ink  t h e r e  was a graveyard t h e r e  because we 
dug a hole  and it s t a r t e d  s t i n k i n g  r e a l  bad. W e  dug t o o  deep 
and it s t a r t e d  s t i n k i n g  r e a l  bad. 

Q. I want you t o  be s u r e  of t h a t .  Where was t h i s ,  up 
on t o p  of t h e  h i l l  o r  was t h i s  down i n  t h e  va l ley?  

A. I t  was c l o s e  t o  t h e  beach t h e r e .  
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Q. I t  was? 

A. That was when I t h i n k  MILUS got  k i l l e d  by a mortar 
round. 

Q. No. 

A. Then I ' m  no t . . . .  

Q. MILUS was k i l l e d  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  18 th .  

A. Then I ' m  a day ahead, sir. 

Q. But you do remember ~ i e u t e n a n tLEWIS coming i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I do. 

Q. And you s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  a photographer? 

A. On one of  those  days,  t h e r e  was a photographer. 

Q Did h e  go wi th  your platoon? 

A. H e  was wi th  us. 

Q How long d i d  he  s t a y  with  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I know he  took some p i c t u r e s ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember when he l e f t .  

Q. What d i d  he t a k e  p i c t u r e s  o f ?  

A. One t i m e  he took a p i c t u r e  o f ,  I guess t h e  
machinegunner. QUINTWILLA was a machinegunner a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. What was t h i s  f e l l o w ' s  name? Do you know, t h e  
photographer? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. What k ind  of uniform d i d  he have on? 

A. I t h i n k  he  was wearing f a t i g u e s .  

Q. Fat igues .  What k ind  of  h a t ?  

APP T-334 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  I t h i n k  it w a s  a--
B 

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Baseba l l  cap? What k ind  of  
camera d i d  he have? 

I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

How d i d  you know he w a s  a photographer? 

Because he w a s  t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s .  

Q W e l l ,  a l o t  of people  come o u t  and t a k e  p i c t u r e s .  

A. Over t h e r e ?  

Q Sure ,  people  always have cameras around. You 
can g e t  a v i s i t o r  anytime t o  t a k e  p i c t u r e s .  

A. He w a s n ' t  i n  ou r  u n i t .  

Q. H e  w a s n ' t  i n  B Company. Did he  s t a y  p r e t t y
c l o s e  t o  L ieu tenan t  LEWIS? 

A. I d o n ' t  know--one t ime he was walking.  When he PJc:' 
took t h e  p i c t u r e  of  t h e  machinegunner, he was walking c l o s e  IP 
t o  u s ,  t o  t h e  machinegunner. 

Q =  Did he have any s p e c i a l  i n s i g n i a  o r  name t a g  on? 

A. I don ' t know. 

Q- S t a r s  and S t r i p e s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  know it. 

Q- MACV patch?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q - Did anybody say  anything about  him n o t  going t o  
be i n  country  b u t  a couple  o r  3 more days? 

A. No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  t h e  rumor. 

Q Did anybody say  anyth ing  about  where he came from? 
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A. No, s i r .  

Q Come from Saigon,  Chu La i?  

A. A t  least I d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  h e a r  it. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  else about  i t ?  

A .  NO,  s ir .  

Q- You mentioned t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  VC k i l l e d .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. When w a s  t h a t ?  Was t h i s  t h e  day t h a t  h e  was k i l l e d ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q. You g o t  t h i s  w i t h  another  ope ra t ion?  

A. I know it was du r ing  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know i f  it w a s  t h e  18 th .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e  2d Pla toon o r  t h e  company r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
t h e  2d P la toon  engaged two VC and k i l l e d  one.  That  w a s  down 
whi le  you w e r e  moving sou th  on t h e  beach,  b u t  it w a s  a f t e r  you 
l e f t  t h a t  area where you c ros sed  t h e  b r idge  and s t a r t e d  moving 
sou th  down t h e  pen insu la .  You a l l  moved sou th  t h a t  day. I t  
was a p r e t t y  long  march. 

A.  Oh, y e s ,  I remember. 

Q. You went a l l  t h e  way down and about h a l f  way down 
t h e r e ,  it w a s  r epo r t ed  t h a t  two VC w e r e  engaged and one w a s  
k i l l e d .  

A. That  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  squad,  I t h i n k .  

Q. I d o n ' t  know who it w a s .  W e  b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h e  
2d Pla toon.  Is t h a t  t h e  one you a r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. No. I must have been--

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n c i d e n t ?  
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A. I t h i n k  I do. 

Q- Lieu tenan t  LEWIS g e t t i n g  exc i t ed .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  t hey  k i l l e d  anybody. W e  
walked, I d o n ' t  know how f a r ,  b u t  it w a s  r e a l  f a r  through 
t h e  sand. 

Q. Walked through t h e  sand on a h o t  day? 

A. Y e s .  And t h e r e  w e r e  some s h o t s  f i r e d .  

Q. But you d i d n ' t  see i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  Then a f t e r  t h a t  w e  came 
through a v i l l a g e .  Nobody w a s  t h e r e  b u t  somebody, I guess 
had j u s t  f i n i s h e d  us ing  it. There was s t i l l  some, f i r e  
burning.  L 

Q People who had been l i v i n g  t h e r e ,  had i e f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you a l l  burn t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  I don 't recall. 

Q.  Okay. You moved sou th  and went a l l  t h e  way 
down. I j u s t  wondered i f  you recall burn ing  any v i l l a g e s  
on t h e  way down t h e r e ?  

A. A l o t  of  t i m e s  on a sea rch  and d e s t r o y ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember i f  it was on--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  w a s  r i g h t  a long  t h e  beach,  
now you should  remember t h i s  because it should  have been 
scen ic .  

A .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  w e  cou ld  have burned it. I 
don ? remember. 

Q. Do you remember looking  over  and s e e i n g  any
v i l l a g e s  burning? 

A .  I know w e  burned one,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember which 
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ope ra t ion  t h a t  w a s .  It  w a s  a long  t ime ago. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
it w a s  a t  My L a i .  

Q Do you remember some ARVN be ing  w i t h  you t h a t  day? 
I t h i n k  you s a i d  some i n t e r p r e t e r s  came i n  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  
LEWIS. 

A. That  w a s  n e a r  t h e  c o a s t ?  

Q- Y e s ,  on t h e  c o a s t .  

A. The i n t e r r o g a t o r s  came; 

Q. They d id?  

A. I know, I t h i n k  t h a t  man w a s  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r .  
I d o n ' t  know how many young guys w e  had. 

Q W e l l ,  t h a t  w a s  probably a f t e r  you g o t  up t h e r e  
i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

A. No, it wasn ' t  i n  a v i l l a g e .  

Q. It  w a s n ' t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  beach? 

A. T h a t ' s  when MILUS g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q. But you d o n ' t  remember any except  f o r  t h e  i n t e r -
p r e t e r  o r  i n t e r r o g a t o r ?  You d o n ' t  remember any ARVN be ing  
wi th  you? 

A. What do you mean, Vietnamese? 

Q- Vietnamese Army personne l  i n  uniform. 

A. There w a s  a Vietnamese. 

Q. J u s t  one? 

A. I do ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  were one o r  two.P 
Q. id you s e e  any Nat iona l  Po l i ce?  

A. Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  no. 
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Q. Do you remember--this i s  P-212--do you remember 
t h i s  a r ea?  Where i s  t h a t ?  T h a t ' s  down a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  
pen insu la ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  when w e  walked t h e  long  march. 

Q A l l  t h e  way down, r i g h t  a t  t h e  end. 

A. Y e s .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  a b i g  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Is t h a t  a c r o s s  t h e  wate r?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. How long  d i d  you a l l  s t a y  down he re?  

A. W e  j u s t  checked them, and I t h i n k  w e  came back. 

Q .  Were t h e  people  a l l  gone from t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  a few f i s h i n g  o r  something. 

Q Was t h i s  i n  t h e  2d Pla toon area o r  w a s  it i n  t h e  
1st Platoon a r e a ?  W a s  t h e  whole company t o g e t h e r  a t  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. Only t h e  2d Pla toon.  

Q Can you t e l l  who t h i s  i s  on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you a l l  burn t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  sir. 

Q. Okay. You a l l  t u rned  around and went back up 
and l aage red  t h a t  ni .ght .  Do you remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming 
i n  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER o r  Major CALHOUN wh i l e  you w e r e  down 
a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  down a t  t h e  end? 

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q. You tu rned  around,  came back about h a l f  way up. 
You l aage red  t h a t  n i g h t ,  a l l  excep t  3d Pla toon which i s  up 
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t h e r e  a t  the b r idge .  Do you remember anyth ing  unusual  happen-
ing  tha t  n i g h t ?  

A. That  n i g h t ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. Well,  I guess it w a s  t h e  same n i g h t  when MILUS 
go t  k i l l e d .  

Q - No, the n i g h t  be fo re .  You don' t remember anyth ing  
unusual  t h a t  n i g h t .  T h e  n e x t  day you g o t  up and went n o r t h  
and passed t h a t  b r idge  aga in ,  where you came o v e r ,  p icked up 
t h e  3d Pla toon.  They had found about 3,000 pounds of  r i c e  
up t h e r e  t h a t  morning? I don" know whether you knew about 
t h i s  o r  n o t .  You went on up t o  a b i g  v i l l a g e  up t h e r e  and 
rounded up a whole bunch of  people .  A medical  team w a s  b rought  
i n  t h e r e .  I suppose t h e r e  w e r e  some i n t e r p r e t e r s  brought  i n  
t oo .  I wonder i f  you recall  what happened t h a t  day? This  i s  
t h e  day MILUS g o t  k i l l e d .  There w a s  a l o t  o f  s ea rch ing  going 
on, b u t  I d o n v t  know what t h e  2d P la toon  w a s  doing? 

A. I d i d n ' t  hea r  about t h a t ,  n o t  r ice. 

Q T h a t ' s  no t  important .  What I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  do 
w a s  f i n d  o u t  what happened a f t e r  you g o t  up t h e r e  i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e  o r  a f t e r  you g o t  up t h e r e  where a l l  t h e s e  people  
were rounded up. There w e r e  about  a thousand people  up 
t h e r e  t h a t  were brought  down t o  t h e  beach. The medical  
team brought--.took them over .  There could have been some 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on. 

A. I f  i t ' s  t h e  same day t h a t  t h i s  Vietnamese came 
and some o t h e r  G I  w i t h  him, I guess  he  was an i n t e r r o g a t o r .  
They had a l o t  o f ,  you know, young guys. Not a l o t  o f  them, 
I d o n ' t  know how many t h e r e  w e r e .  They s t a r t e d  t o  i n t e r r o -
g a t e  them, you know. 

Q Y e s .  

A. And I guess t hey  had a b a t t e r y  o f  some t y p e .  

Q. Hooked up t h e  wi res?  

A. Yes. 
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Q Was t h i s  done on t h e  beach o r  was it done a t  t h e  
CP? 

A.  I know it was c l o s e  t o  t h e  beach because one 
Vietnamese had t o  go wash h i s  pants  o r  something. 

Q From t h a t  wire  o r  from g e t t i n g  kicked around? 

A .  I guess it w a s  from t h e  w i r e .  

Q 
/ IHow did  t h e  w i r e  do t h a t ?  Did you s e e  him g e t t i n g  

bea t  up? 

A .  To t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  I saw them g e t  bea t  up by t h e  
Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t o r .  I saw them, but  I d o n ' t  remember 
a t  t h a t  time. 

Q Do you know wh.etker this guy washed h i s  pants--
do you know whether t h i s  w a s  t h e  day before  M I L U S  was k i l l e d  
o r  t h e  morning a f t e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  morning--it w a s  t h e  day 
be£ore .  

Q. The day before M I L U S  w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A. Because when we went and picked up a l l  t hose  
people,  I t h i n k  they  went back. Nobody s tayed i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  day. I th ink  w e  received a mortar round on t h e  same 
day. But I ' m  p r e t t y  su re  it w a s  t h e  day before M I L U S  got  
k i l l e d .  

Q Well, now t h e r e  must have been a number of 
people being i n t e r r o g a t e d  down t h e r e .  Did you s e e  t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  abusing t h e  p r i soners?  Did you s e e  them bea t ing  
the p r i soners  on this  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I know they put  t h e  wires  on 
them. 

Q Who put th.e wire on them? Was it t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. The Vietnamese. 

Q Were any Americans wi th  them? 
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A. I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  th.ere was one. 

Q Was it the one you s a w  t h e  p i c t u r e  of e a r l i e r ?  

A. I t  looked l i k e  him. I ' m  no t  su re .  He looks l i k e  
t h e  one. 

Q That w o u l d  be photo P-22. Which one? 

A. He looks l i k e  t h i s  guy. 

Q The one i n  t h e  c e n t e r f a c i n g  t h e  camera. Do you 
remember i n  photo P-21? Do you remember t h e  Vietnamese on 
t h e  r i g h t ?  You don, . t  remember h.im? 

A. He's wearing g lasses .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. No. 

Q. YOU d o n ' t  remember him? 

A. No. 

Q. And the wires  were t h e  only t h i n g  you saw? 

A. Y e s ,  sir and th.e b a t t e r y .  

Q. Tha t ' s  t h e  only th ing?  

A. You s e e ,  we were on a per imeter ,  we cou ldn ' t  go 
away. 

Q . This was th.e day he fo re ,  r i g h t ?  

A. ~ ' mp r e t t y  su re  it w a s  t h e  day before  MILUS got
k i l l e d .  I th ink  MILUS got  k i l l e d  r i g h t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning 
ox a t  n i g h t  ox something l i k e  t h a t  o r  whether it w a s  t h e  day 
before.  

Q. Did you ever  s e e  t h i s  man, P-215? 

A. T h i s  one was the one t h a t  escaped from C/1/20? 

Q. Char l ie  Company? 
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A. Y e s .  Because when I f i r s t  g o t  t o  my u n i t ,  t h e y  
had a p r i s o n e r ,  b u t  I t h i n k  he escaped.  

Q When you f i r s t  g o t  t o  what u n i t ?  

A. To my u n i t ,  Bravo Company. 

Q This  photograph w a s  t aken  on t h e  day t h a t  MILUS 
was k i l l e d .  

A. Then, I d o n E t  remember. I t  looks l i k e  t h e  one 
when I f i r s t  go t  t o  my u n i t .  They had a p r i s o n e r  t h a t  looked 
l i k e  him. 

Q W e l l ,  t h a t  n i g h t ,  you go t  some mor ta r  f i r e .  MILUS 
go t  k i l l e d .  You had c a s u a l t i e s .  They were evacua ted .  The 
nex t  day d i d  you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

A. Not a f t e r  t h a t  one I s a w  t h a t  day. 

Q T h a t ' s  a l l  you saw? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. The n e x t  day you l e f t  about noon. Anything happen 
be fo re  t h a t ?  

A.  I d0nl. t  remember where we went t o .  

Q Do you have any knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
o r  i n q u i r i e s  be ing  made on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  a f t e r  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ,  whi le  you were s t i l l  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, sir. 

Q • 
Did you eve r  remember r e c e i v i n g  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  

burning? 

A. The on ly  t h i n g  I heard  t h a t  I remenber, t h a t  t hey  
t o l d  us t o  j u s t  s ea rch  and c l e a r  o r  something. I t  used t o  be 
sea rch  and des t roy .  Then they  changed it t o  s e a r c h  and c l e a r .  

Q. That  was dur ing  t h e  ope ra t ion?  I t  w a s  some t i m e  
r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  I guess .  
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Q You mean a f t e r  you got  back t o  t h e  f i r e  base? 

A.  No, no. I guess it was around May o r  June o r  
August . 
Q. This i s  a long t i m e  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - A couple o r  t h r e e  months? 

A. Oh, yes ,  they changed t h e  term. The term from 
search  and des t roy  t o  sea rch  and c l e a r .  

Q Do you remember when you were t o l d  about t h i s  
operat ion? It w a s  supposed t o  be search  and c l e a r  o r  
search and des t roy?  

A.  I ' m  p r e t t y  su re  it was a search and des t roy  
mission. 

Q. Okay. Do you r e c a l l  during t h i s  opera t ion  a t  
any time an order  being passed down t o  s t o p  burning? 

A. No, sir,  I don ' t  r e c a l l .  

LTC NOLL: What does search  and des t roy  mean t o  you? 

A. Well, t o  m e ,  my personal  opinion i s  t h a t  l i k e  
i f  they have, w e l l ,  l i k e  what we d i d ,  wel l  no t  always. To 
go search  and i f  t h e r e  i s  anything t h a t  might be an a i d  t o  
the Vie t  Cong, des t roy  it. A l o t  of t imes we found p a r t s  
of a mortar round o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  destroyed them 
o r  a l o t  of r i c e  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  a i d  t o  t h e  Vie t  
Cong. We found medical supply,  no t  only on t h e  opera t ion ,  
but some o t h e r  opera t ions .  

COL WILSON: Were you o r  anyone you knew e v e r  quest ioned on 
t h i s  opera t ion  before  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A. I d i d n t t  hear  it u n t i l  I came home ou t  of t h e  
s e r v i c e .  U n t i l  I ETStd. 

9. Did you have a camera? 

A .  Yes, I d i d ,  bu t  I d i d n ' t  t a k e  any p i c t u r e s .  
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a .  You d i d n ' t  take any p i c t u r e s ?  

A. 
t h a t .  

Not of k i l l i n g s  o r  anybody dead o r  any th ing  l i k e  

No, b u t  d i d  you t a k e  any p i c t u r e s  on t h i s  oper-

A. No, sir.  

Q Do you know anybody t h a t  d id?  

A. I know someone had a camera, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
who it w a s .  One of t hose  i n s t a m a t i c s  . I c a r r i e d  a p o l a r o i d .  
I d i d n ' t  have a chance t o  t a k e  p i c t u r e s ,  n o t  i n  My L a i .  

Q.  Did you eve r  hea r  rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  unneces sa r i l y  e i t h e r  by C/1/2O o r  B/4/3 du r ing  t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  

A. Not du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q.  That  they had been k i l l e d  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  I j u s t  heard it. I read  it i n  t h e  paper .  

Q But I'm t a l k i n g  about whi le  you were i n  Vietnam? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A .  N O ,  s i r .  

Q.  DO you, a s i d e  from t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  hookup which 
you r e f e r r e d  t o ,  do you know o r  d i d  you s e e  any U.S. o r  ARVN 
t o r t u r i n g  VC s u s p e c t s  o r  PW's on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. ~ o r t u r i n g ,no, sir. J u s t  t h e  w i r e s  i s  a l l  I s a w .  
I didn't s e e  any t o r t u r i n g .  

Q .  T h a t ' s  a l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q. Do you know i f  marijuana was a problem i n  t h e  
company? 

A. Well, I don't  t h ink  s o  , but  w e l l ,  some of the 
boys d i d  smoke it. 

Q On t h e  opera t ions?  

A. I don" know about opera t ions ,  b u t  you know. I 

Q Have you got any f u r t h e r  testimony o r  anything
t h a t  might assist us i n  th . i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I j u s t  wanted t o  say t h a t  i n  my personal  
opinion,  I wouldn't consider  t h i s  a massacre. Because my 
personal opinion was that a r t i l l e r y  must have k i l l e d  some 
people. I n  My L a i ,  I don ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  is  e i t h e r  one o r  two 
persons who a r e  l o y a l  t o  t h e  U.S .  o r  t r y  t o  h e l p  t h e  U.S. 
They a l l  d i d  t h e  Vie t  Cong I ' m  p r e t t y  su re .  T h a t ' s  my per-
sonal opinion about My Lai and P i n k v i l l e .  

Q. Anything e l s e ?  

A. No. 

LTC NOLL: Did you hear  anything about t h e  1st Pla toon ' s  
operat ion on t h e  f i r s t  day of t h i s  operat ion? Remember t h e  
1st Platoon went across  and landed. You a l l  went up here  
and got i n  t o  problems with t h e  mines. The 1st lat to oh went 
across .  They repor ted  considerable  body count i n  My Khe ( 4 )  , 
t h e  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  across  from t h e  br idge  t h a t  you crossed 
t h e  next morning. Did you hear  anything about t h e i r  opera-
t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. The 1st Platoon? 

Q- Lieutenant  WILLINGKAM's  Platoon. TAYLOR w a s  i n  
t h e  platoon.  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  any members of t h e  1st Platoon 
while you were i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  about t h e i r  opera t ion  t h e  f i r s t  
day? 
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A. I d o n ' t  remember who was i n  t h e  1st Platoon. 
Was S p e c i a l i s t  NOLTON (phonet ic)  i n  t h e  1st Platoon? 
I t a l k e d  t o  him t h a t  day, b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  he  was i n  
t h e  1st Platoon o r  t h e  3d Platoon. 

Q.  What day? You wouldn't  have seen him t h e  f i r s t  
day? 

A. It was e i t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  o r  second day. I d o n ' t  
know what platoon he was i n ,  but  I think--wasn't it w a s  t h e  
f i r s t  day when t h e  CP was with one platoon.  

Q You t a l k e d  t o  M I L U S  on t h i s  operat ion? 

A. To MILUS? 

Q - Yes, before  he was k i l l e d ?  

A.  No, sir .  

Q. What about LITTLE, d i d  you t a l k  t o  him? 

A. No. 

Q. REID? 

A. Sergeant REID? 

Q. Terry R E I D ,  was he a Sergeant? Terrence REID? 

A. I know we had a Sergeant ,  bu t  I don' t remember 
t h a t  opera t ion .  

COL WILSON: M r .  MORENO, I reques t  you not  t o  d i scuss  your 
testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  
witnesses f o r  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except a s  you may be requi red  
t o  do before a competent, j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

(The hearing recessed a t  1040 hours ,  6 February 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: SHIFLEY, Johnny J .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 4 February 1 970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Rifleman, F i r s t  Squad, 
Second Pla toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

SHIFLEY had a class i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  a t  F o r t  
Leonard Wood concerning t h e  l e g a l i t y  ve r sus  t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  
of o r d e r s  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  knew t h a t  he d i d  n o t  have t o  obey 
an i l l e g a l  o rde r  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  was i s s u e d  t h e  MACV ca rds  
"Wine Rules" and "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" i n  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  
Combat Center i n  Vietnam (pgs. 4 ,  5 ) .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

H e  d i d  n o t  remember being b r i e f e d  f o r  t h e  16 March 
ope ra t ion  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  r eca l l  any o r d e r s  t o  
des t roy  v i l l a g e s  o r  burn houses (pg. 6 ) .  H e  could b r i n g  
t o  mind no o r d e r  t o  des t roy  animals o r  foodstocks (pg. 7) . 
On sea rch  and des t roy  missions they u s u a l l y  ga thered  t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  t o g e t h e r ,  segrega ted  t h e  men and women and 
checked t h e  men f o r  I D  cards  (pg. 7 ) .  They rece ived  no 
s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  regard ing  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  f o r  t h i s  
ope ra t ion  (pg.  7 ) .  The company considered t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
area t h e  wors t  of t hose  i n  which they worked (pg. 7 ) .  

3. THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a .  Actions on t h e  16th .  

SHIFLEY d i d  n o t  recal l  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  e i t h e r  as 
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they approached t h e  l and ing  zone o r  a l i g h t e d  from t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  9 ) .  However, h i s  doorgunner sprayed t h e  
a r e a  (pg. 1 2 ) .  He assumed t h e r e  was some f i r e  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  p l a t o o n ' s  a r e a  (pgs .  9 ,  10 . He admit ted t h a t  
t h e  f i r e  could have come from C Company which was i n  t h e  
same d i r e c t i o n  as t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  (pg.  10) . A s  they  
s t a r t e d  n o r t h  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN h i t  a mine on the s i d e  
of a k n o l l  (pgs .  10 ,  11). SHIFLEY thought  COCHRAN was 
evacuated by a s l i c k ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  know i f  it w a s  
~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER'S h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  1 3 ) .  Sergeant  
WOOD became t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  (pgs.  13 ,  1 4 ) .  The p l a toon  
formed i n  s i n g l e  f i l e  and moved behind t h e  p o i n t  team which 
had a  mine d e t e c t o r  (pg.  1 3 ) .  The p o i n t  team d iscovered  a 
mine and passed back word about  i t ,  b u t  two of t h e  men d i d  
n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e  in format ion  and t r i g g e r e d  t h e  mine (pg .13) .  
The wi tnes s  was i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  man who h i t  i t ,  and he  
r ece ived  a p i e c e  of sh rapne l  i n  t h e  l e g  from it (pgs.  13,  
15). He was dusted-off wi th  t h e  two o t h e r s  who had been 
wounded (pg. 15) . He thought  t h a t  it was BARKER'S 
h e l i c o p t e r  which took him back and t h a t  BARKER was aboard 
(pg. 1 ). The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  company 
f o r  two and one-half weeks (pg. 1 9  . 
4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

SHIFLEY had no knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i n q u i r y  
being conducted a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 20) . He was never  
ques t ioned  about  i t ,  and he knew of no one who was (pg. 2 1 )  . 
He d i d  n o t  h e a r  any rumors about  c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  
by anyone from B/4/3 o r  C/1 /20  (pgs .  2 1 ,  2 3 ) .  He was never 
t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  2 3 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The f i r s t  p l a toon  u s u a l l y  d i d  a l o t  of shoot ing  
on an o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  2 1 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  an i n c i d e n t  where 
t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  used p r i s o n e r s  a s  p o i n t  men t o  move 
a c r o s s  a d i k e  and t h e  p r i s o n e r s  de tona ted  a mine which 
k i l l e d  them (pg. 2 2 ) ,  

b .  While mari juana was used ,  it w a s  n o t  smoked on 
ope ra t ions  (pg.  2 4 ) .  SHIFLEY d i d  n o t  t h i n k  it was used 
e x t e n s i v e l y  (pg. 24) . 

c.  He knew noth ing  about  t h e  t o r t u r e  O r  mis t rea tment  
of Vietnamese by B/4/3 (pg.  2 4 ) .  
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(The hear ing  was reconvened a t  1108 hours ,  
4 February 1970 .) 

COL WILSON: Hearing w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  present :  COL WILSON, 
LTC NOLL, and M A J  THOMAS. 

The next  witness  is  M r .  Johnny J. SHIFLEY. 

(MR SHIFLEY, was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows: 1 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
res idence . 
A. Johnny J. SHIFLEY, 30 18 Calhoune S t r e e t ,  Gary, 
Indiana,  and I am a meat department manager i n  a grocery 
s t o r e .  

COL WILSON: Did you have an opportuni ty t o  read t h e  i n -  
formation passed ou t  t o  you (Exhibi t  M-81) ? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q. L e t  m e  b r i e f  you as  t o  t h e  na tu re  and purpose 
f o r  this inqu i ry .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Secre tary  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  A r m y ,  
f o r  the purpose of determining c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and making 
recommendations and f indings  concerning t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  
of 16 March 1968. In conducting h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General 
PEERS decided it w a s  necessary t o  have an understanding of 
B Company 4/3 during 16-19 March. 

H e  appointed in terv iew team C which i s  t h i s  team 
t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  people from B Company t o  b u i l d  a p i c t u r e  of 
what took p lace  t h a t  day. 

Your testimony w i l l  be  taken under oa th .  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t a p e  recording is 
being made i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  taken by 
t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony 
may become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  a t  a l a t e r  da te .  
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The  i n t e rv i ew w i l l  be based on a ch rono log ica l  se-
quence--we'll  ask you q u e s t i o n s  on t r a i n i n g  and then  some ques-
t i o n s  on t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you r ece ived  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
Then ques t ions  on t h e  4 days o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and f i n i s h  
w i t h  some ques t ions  on anyth ing  t h a t  you may know about  an i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  an i n q u i r y .  

Q What w a s  your ass ignment  on 16 March 1968? 

A. I was a r i f l eman .  

Q. Which p la toon?  

A. 2d P la toon .  

Q- Which squad? 

A. F i r s t  squad. 

A. Right  . 
Q Who w a s  your  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. Give me a minute ,  because t h e r e  w a s  s o  many o f  
them t h e r e ,  you know what I mean, t hey  were go ing  s o  f a s t  
I c o u l d n ' t  keep up w i t h  them. 

Q. This  is the o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  L ie tuenan t  COCHRAN w a s  
k i l l e d  on. 

A. Right .  

Q- So,  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  
squad l e a d e r  t h a t  day. That would be Sergeant  WOOD. Who 
w a s  t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  t h a t  day? He would have t aken  over  
the p la toon  a f t e r  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ?  

A. Yeah, w e l l  Sergeant  LOVE took ove r  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  
b u t  a t  t h e  t i m e  I h o n e s t l y  c o u l d n ' t  say  who it was- - I  d o n ' t  
t h i n k  there--you know what I mean--because t h e r e  wasn ' t  a 
p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  of  rank .  I t h i n k  it w a s  Se rgean t  LOVE. 

Q. W a s  Se rgean t  LOVE a s p e c i a l i s t  o r  was he an NCO? 

A .  H e  was an E-5. Some o f  them w e r e  doing two jobs .  
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Q - How many squads d id  you have i n  t h e  platoon t h a t  
day, you know, was it two o r  th ree?  

A. There was four .  The way we worked it, you had f i r s t  
and second squad. There were two squads i n  a platoon and t h e r e  
was an A team and B team of each squad and weapons platoon was 
not  c l a s s i f i e d  as  a weapons squad. 

Q So, you had f o u r  f i r e  teams, one squad l ead  by Ser-
geant  WOOD and t h e  o t h e r  squad by who? 

A. Right ,  t h e  weapon--it was r e a l l y  n o t  c l a s s i f i e d  as 
a weapons squad. I t  was j u s t  one gun with t h e  f i rs t  squad 
and one gun w i t h  t h e  second squad. 

Q So, you had two squads,  one squad lead  by Sergeant 
WOOD and one squad lead  by who? 

A. Sergeant R E I D ,  I th ink .  

Q - who? 

A. Sergeant R E I D .  

Q REID? 

A. Y e s ,  it was e i t h e r  Sergeant REID or--and I know 
these  guys f a c e s ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  t h ink  of t h e i r  names. 

Q - There i s  a r o s t e r  (Exhib i t  M-24) --it's alphabetical--
if you want t o  look a t  the--

A. ( In terpos ing)  . Yeah, I ' 11 check it over.  A s  f a r  
a s  I can remember it was Sergeant REID. 

COL WILSON: Let  me s e e  t h e  cards?  

(The RCDR d i d  a s  requested.)  

Q. Did you e v e r  have a c l a s s  of  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  you 
can r e c a l l  which would have probably been m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  o r  
Geneva Convention which r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  l e g a l i t y  of  o r d e r s ,  
l e g a l  and i l l e g a l  o r d e r ,  anything you e v e r  r e c a l l e d  on t h a t ?  
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A. Basic  t r a i n i n g .  

Q- What d i d  they say? 

A. The lega l i ty- -wel l ,  they s a i d ,  t h e  way I in-
t e r p r e t  i t ,  t h e  way I have always f e l t  when I was i n  t h e  
Army--legality of order--if your commander o r  your auth- 
o r i t y  g ives  you a command t h a t  was j u s t i f i a b l e ,  I mean, 
you know, you a r e  t o  do it, b u t  i f  you thought i t  was un-
j u s t i f i a b l e  i n  t h e  sense  it was morally wrong then you could 
go a g a i n s t  it and n o t  do it, bu t  I mean, what it would be 
like--somebody saying ,  "You go and k i l l  s o  and s o , "  you 
know what I mean, each person probably would i n t e r p r e t  
i t - -but  t h a t  t o  me would be an u n j u s t i f i a b l e  o rde r  w i t h -
o u t  cause. 

Q- Where d id  you hea r  t h i s ?  

A - Where d i d  I hea r  what? That--I mean--not neces-
s a r i l y  t h a t ,  t h a t ' s  j u s t  my own i d e a ,  bu t  I remember t h e  
c l a s s ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember every word from it, every 
d e t a i l ,  

Q =  Where was i t ?  

A. For t  Leonard Wood. 

Q.  Basic? 

A. Basic  t r a i n i n g .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  c l a s s ?  

A. No, I imagine i t  would be something l ike--I  
d o n ' t  know what you would c a l l  it. I t  was j u s t  a c l a s s .  

Q- I g o t  two e x h i b i t s  h e r e ,  Exhib i t  M - 2 ,  i s  a  
f acs imi le  of a pocket card c a l l e d  "Nine Rules,  " have you 
ever  seen that? 

(COL WILSON handed t h e  card  t o  the  wi tness . )  

A. Yes. 

Q. Were you ever  issued one of those cards? 

A. Yeah. 
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A. In  t h e  America1 combat c e n t e r  i n  Vietnam and I 
th ink  w e  had some be fo re  w e  went over from F o r t  Lewis, 
Washington. I was one of t h e  f i r s t  replacements. 

Q- ( In terpos ing)  When d i d  you jo in  B Company? 

A. I t  was on o r  about t h e  middle of January,  t h e  
14th  o r  15th because I g o t  i n  country on t h e  8th--by t h e  
time of t h e  t r a i n i n g  and everything i t  was t h e  15th .  

Q You came d i r e c t l y  from advanced ind iv idua l  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Right ,  a f t e r  a 30-day leave.  

Q Thi r ty  days? And you g o t  t h i s  card  both p laces?  

A. I t h i n k  I d i d ,  because these  th ings  were a l l  
around and I remember we even had them i n  our  company, you 
know, up i n  the--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  B Company? 

A. Y e s ,  i n  t h e  o rde r ly  room t h e r e ,  I mean, you know, 
they w e r e  t h e r e .  

Q- Did you have one of these  cards?  

A. Not a t  a l l  t imes ,  because i n  t h e  field--one day 
you ' r e  w e t  and t h a t ' t  it. 

Q* How about Exhibit M - 3 ,  d i d  you e v e r  s e e  t h a t  one, 
c a l l e d  the "Enemy I n  Your Hands?" 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Were you i s sued  one of those cards? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Where? 

A. Probably t h e  same t i m e  a s  t h i s  one. ( Ind ica t ing  
Exhibi t  M-2. ) 

Q. M r .  SHIFLEY, I want you t o  t h i n k  back as  throughly 
as you can and t e l l  me what you were t o l d  on t h e  15th of  March, 
p r i o r  t o  going on t h i s  opera t ion .  What you w e r e  going t o  do and 
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how w e r e  you going t o  do it and what t h e  rest of t h e  company 
was qoing t o  do and s o  f o r t h ?  

A .  W e l l ,  as f a r  a s  I can remember, I wasn ' t - - I  mean 
l i k e  my squad l e a d e r  o r  p l a t o o n  se rgeant - - I  c a n ' t  even re-
member anybody t e l l i n g  m e  e x a c t l y  what we a r e  qoinq t o  do. 
W e  j u s t  went and whatever  t h e y  t o l d  us--you know--search t h e  
vil lages--we searched--I  mean w e  had an i d e a  i f  we  were i n  
t h e  a r e a  and w e  were going i n  t h e r e  and we knew what it was 
anyway, you know, j u s t  go i n  t h e r e  and do your job and hope 
you g o t  back out--cause--ah--the fee l ing- -wel l ,  you d o n ' t  want 
t h a t .  But l i k e  I s a y ,  I c a n ' t  remember any i n c i d e n t  where 
t hey  s a i d ,  l i k e  w e  are go ing  t o  go t o  g r i d  coo rd ina t e s  s o  and 
s o  and sea rch  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  They would j u s t  say- -scu t t l ebu t t - -  
j u s t  s a y ,  "Well ,  tomorrow we a r e  go ing  o u t ,  you know, t o  
Pinkville--My L a i  and we ' r e  gonna s e a r c h  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o r  
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  o r  whatever t h e  t h i n g  was. I d o n ' t  re-
member i f  any--l ike I s a y ,  you know, c a l l i n g  a meeting and 
b r i e f i n g  anybody. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember a  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, I cannot  h o n e s t l y  say  t h a t  I d o n ' t  remember a 
b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  I w a s n ' t  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  I could  p u t  it t h a t  
way. 

Q. W e l l ,  you g o t  t h e  word t h e r e  was go ing  t o  be an 
o p e r a t i o n  and you w e r e  go ing  t o  g e t  on a  h e l i c o p t e r  and you 
w e r e  going t o  go down towards P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Right .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  concern ing  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of  v i l l a g e s  o r  t h e  burn ing  o f  houses  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A- Not o r a l l y ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Nothing t h a t  you g o t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Anything about t h e  t ype  o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  whether a 
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  s e a r c h  and c l e a r  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. Gene ra l ly ,  every t ime  w e  went 
i n t o  t h a t  area, it was always searched  and i f  it d i d n ' t  look 
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r i g h t  t o  t e a r  it down--tear it a p a r t ,  because I mean t h a t  i s  
it. 

Q - Did you consider  t h i s  t h e  worst  a r e a  t h a t  you
operated i n ,  o r  medium o r  what? 

A . I considered it t h e  wors t ,  sir. 

Q Was t h a t  cons idera t ion  c a r r i e d  throughout t h e  com-
pany? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I would t h i n k  it was, yes ,  sir. 

Q Do you know i f  t h e r e  was any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
qiven f o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  food s tocks?  

A- No. 

Q Animals ? 

A. No. 

Q- How about t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  people i n  iqhere,
t h e  na t ives  and t h e  inhab i t an t s  i n  t h e  a rea?  

A. How d i d  we  d e a l  with them? 

Q =  W a s  t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h i s ?  

A. No, no t  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

Q - How d i d  you normally d e a l  with them? 

A. Well, i f  you go i n  t o  search  a v i l l a g e  and as  long 
as  you go in--you have no fire--you have no f i re  o r  anything 
when you go i n ,  you s tar t  searching t h e  v i l l a g e .  W e  genera l ly  
rounded up a l l  t h e  people,  put  t h e  men i n  one a r e a  and t h e  
women i n  one a rea ;  one squad t o  do t h e  searching  and h a l f  of 
the  o t h e r  squad may be up a t  t h e  per imeter ,  you know, s t rung  
o u t ,  and t h e  o t h e r  squad would be watching t h e  people and 
they 'd  check t h e  men f o r  I D ' S  and what have you and some 
would go through t h e  hootches and check t h e  hootches o u t .  
Sometimes they  wasn't--all  of us  weren ' t  always n e a t  about 
it, unless--I wouldn ' t  say t h a t ,  because t h e  record  shows 
t h a t  being nea t  won't keep you a l i v e  sometimes, b u t  a s  f a r  
as purposely des t roying  s t u f f ,  food supplies--or o t h e r  what 
might have you on t h e  whole I wouldn't say anything--anybody 
had t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  of doing it purposely o r  w i l l i n g l y  a l l  t h e  
time, bu t  g ran ted ,  I mean, n a t u r a l l y  some t ime s t u f f  would 
g e t  turned over ,  b u t  usual ly  you--you'd usual ly  s t and  there--
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go i n  corn o r  whatever they 'd  have o r  potatoes-- just  might 
t u r n  them over  and s e e  what 's  i n  it and t h e  people can put  
it back; i f  t h e r e ' s  a hand grenade i n  t h e r e  f i r e  t h e  grenade 
i n s t e a d  of  throwing out  the  pota toes .  

Q - Do you know what t h e  platoons of t h e  company was 
supposed t o  do? 

A. Not ekac t ly .  I c o u l d n ' t  say what t h e i r  mission 
was, as  I s t a t e d  before--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  . Do you know i f  t h e  2d Platoon was 
supposed t o  search  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Well, now you a r e  t a l k i n g  about the  v i l l a g e ?  

Q. Yes? 

A. W e l l ,  when you say P i n k v i l l e  t h a t ' s  not  one v i l l a g e ,  
t o  me i t ' s  an a r e a .  

Q I mean My Lai (1) and n o t  Son My. 

A. My La i ,  okay. 

Q.  M y  Lai (1). 

A. W e l l ,  as f a r  a s  I knew i f  t h a t  i s  where w e  w e r e  
a t ,  I mean, now, you know, I can say f a i r l y  s u r e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  
where we was a t ,  bu t  when we went on these--I  c o u l d n ' t  shown 
you on t h e  map e x a c t l y  where w e  was going u n t i l  we go t  t h e r e ,  
because l i k e  I s a i d ,  I was only a PFC and r i f leman b u t  I d i d n ' t  
l a t e r  on I got  t o  know what was going on a t  t h e  time. I hon-
e s t l y  could say I was j u s t  going,  because I ' d  only been t h e r e  
2 months--there about 3 ,  4 o r  5 months and you s t i l l  dream, 
you know, of course af terwards i t ' s  a l l  and w e l l ,  because it 
keeps you a l i v e .  You s o r t  o f  fol low along i n  somebody e l s e ' s  
f o o t  s t e p s .  

Q W e l l  l i s t e n ,  i s  t h e r e  anything t h a t  you can r e c a l l  
about t h e  information given t o  you p r i o r  t o  going on t h e  oper-
a t i o n  t h a t  was unusual o r  d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  opera t ion?  

(No response.  ) 

W e  a r e  going t o  g i v e  you a run-down on t h e  concept 
of t h e  opera t ion  and what happened on the  f i r s t  day, more o r  
less t o  g e t  you o r i e n t e d ,  and then we a r e  going t o  go through 
each day and ask you ques t ions .  
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(Map o r i e n t a t i o n  of  Exh ib i t  MAP-4 by Colonel WILSON.) 

When you went i n t o  t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  day, do you 
remember r ece iv ing  any f i r e  as  you approached t h e  landing zone? 

A. N O ,  no t  on my l e f t - - t h a t  w e  come--I d idn ' t - - I  
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any f i r i n g  being on it. 

Q. How about when you g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. When I g o t  o f f  our  platoon wasn ' t under f i r e ,  bu t  
as I can remember, i f  I ' m  on t h e  r i g h t  opera t ion ,  t h e  1st 
Platoon had some f i r e .  A t  t h a t  time they were t o  our  l e f t  and 
we weren ' t  under any f i r e  a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  I can remember, 
you know, r i g h t  a f t e r  we unloaded, and then  we formed up and 
moved o u t ,  bu t  then  10 minutes a f t e r  w e  moved o u t  they g o t  
Lieutenant COCHRAN. 

Q - W e l l ,  w e  ' 11 probably use t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph
( ~ x h i b i tP-168) h e r e  a s  w e  go through a couple of th ings  and 
p in  down t h e  times which may h e l p  you i n  th inking  back, but  
you s a i d  t h a t  you were on t h e  second l i f t ,  o r  were you on t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A .  I th ink  it was t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  because a s  I re-
member w e  were spread o u t  f a i r l y  l a r g e  f o r  secur ing  t h e  LZ.  

Q - I g o t  t h e  impression t h a t  you went i n  a f t e r  the  
1st Platoon? 

A. I thought t h e  1st Platoon went i n  wi th  u s ,  you 
know--1st and 2d Platoons went i n  a t  t h e  same time. 

Q =  A s  you s a i d  you were about how f a r  from t h e  1st 
Platoon when you began t o  move nor th?  

A - I guess ,  a s  f a r  a s  I can f i g u r e  o u t ,  maybe 1,500 
m e t e r s ,  1 , 0 0 0  meters .  I t  was wi th in  e a r  s h o t  enough t h a t  you 
could d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  sho t .  

Q. Which d i r e c t i o n  was t h i s  f i r e ?  You were moving 
nor th ,  you were moving back up towards Uptight.  Now, would 
the d i r e c t i o n  have been--

A. ( In terpos ing)  It would have been t o  my l e f t .  

Q Coming from t h e  west? 
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A. The 1st  Platoon was t o  our  l e f t .  

Q The 1st Platoon was t o  your l e f t ?  

A. I th ink  so .  

Q You know C Company was over t h e r e  too? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Look a t  t h a t  d i s t ance  on t h a t  map there--from your 
landing zone C Company was about 1,'800--almost 2,000 meters 
and they had been i n  t h e r e  and probably f i r i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  perhaps it was Char l ie  Company, bu t  I th ink  
t h e  f i r i n g  was coming from t h e r e .  

Q The f i r e  was coming from t h e  west? 

A. W e  f i r e d  wi th  t h e  1st Platoon. Some of us was 
shoot ing a t  t h e  next  row. 

Q - Could you s e e  t h i s  1st  Platoon? 

A - No, I could no t .  

Q. It  was an assumption then t h a t  the  f i r e  was coming 
from t h e  1st Platoon? 

A - Y e s .  

Q. Because t h e  1st Platoon was r e a l l y  moving t o  t h e  
e a s t ?  

A. Where? 

Q- N o w ,  t h e  3d Platoon--I d o n ' t  know exac t ly  what the  
l i f t  sequence was, but  t h e  3d Platoon could have been t h e r e  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  How f a r  d id  you move from t h e  p o s i t i o n  you were 
i n  when you got  of f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  when you went i n t o  a l i t t l e  
per imeter  and you began t o  move north? How f a r  d i d  you move 
when COCHRAN h i t  t h i s  mine? 

A. Not very far. Not even a q u a r t e r  of  a mi le ,  be-
cause I was--the per imeter  of t h e  LZ was h e r e ,  I was over here  
( ind ica t ing  on map). We formed up over h e r e ,  and we s t a r t e d  
nor th  and it was a r ice- - l ike  you know, a l l  r i g h t ,  and then--
low land. I t  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  h i l l y  i n  here  ( ind ica t ing)  * 
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So, Lieutenant  COCHRAN h i t  it on t h e  s i d e  o f ,  you know, a 
kno l l .  I was s t i l l  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy when he g o t  h i t .  So, 
~ ' dsay it was no more than 200 o r  300 f e e t ,  o r  something. 

Q - Do you remember c ross ing  a t r a i l ?  

A. There was a l i t t l e  pa th .  I d o n ' t  know i f  you 
would c a l l  i t  a t r a i l .  It  was a  pa th  we  were supposed t o  
be following. H e  had two columns and a C P  group i n  the  
middle and unfor tunate ly  he g o t  it and everybody e l s e  around--
but you mean a major pa th?  

Q - Y e s .  

A .  I ' d  say a f o o t  t r a i l .  

Q. You crossed it, I'm no t  t a l k i n g  about the  one you 
followed. 

A. Well yeah, I guess it might have been. I t  was on 
top  of t h e  r i c e  paddy--at t h e  edge of t h e  rice--where the  woods 
s t a r t e d .  

Q - W e l l ,  t h i s  was t h e  same road t h a t  you moved o u t  on 
the  next  morning t o  go t o  t h e  br idge  you crossed ,  t h a t  road, 
r i g h t ?  

A. I th ink  s o ,  I don? know. 

Q - Do you remember hear ing  any f i r e  over towards t h e  
s e a  t o  your e a s t  t h a t  morning? 

A. W e l l ,  a s  I s a i d ,  I heard as  w e  were moving ou t  j u s t  
before--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  But t h i s  was t o  t h e  w e s t ,  I mean 
over  t o  t h e  e a s t .  

A. Where I thought t h e  1st Platoon was--

Q- ( In terpos ing)  Yes, where t h e  1st Platoon went, 
down towards t h e  s e a ?  

A. Okay, t h a t ' s  when I heard t h e  f i r i n g ,  it was t o  my 
l e f t .  

Q I was wondering about t h a t  f i r e ,  d i d  you hear  any 
f i r e  on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A .  Maybe t h e r e  was, bu t  t h e  b i g g e s t  t h i n g  I can re-
member is the f i r e  from t h e  l e f t .  
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Q. You can normally t e l l  i f  it w a s  in-coming, d i d  
you remember any in-coming--just s m a l l  arms f i r e - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  It was sma l l  arms f i r e ,  it w a s n ' t  
no p ings .  

Q- W e r e  any of  t h e  doorgunners f i r i n g  when you come 
i n ?  

A. Y e a h .  

Q. They were? 

A. They were sp ray ing  as I can remember. 1 was nex t  
t o  t h a t  gun and my ears were r i n g i n g  when w e  g o t  o f f  and when 
w e  come i n  t h e  doorgunner,  he  w a s  j u s t  s p r a y i n g  t h e  immediate 
a r e a  of t h e  wood l i n e ,  because I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  we w e r e  t h e  
first lift i n ,  because he  was j u s t  spray ing  the a r e a ,  you know, 
t h e  gunners. 

Q. I'm going t o  ask M r .  WALSH t o  b r i e f  you on t h e  
photograph h e r e  and g i v e  you a l i t t l e  run-down on t h i s  a r e a  
and watch t h i s  photograph on t h e  t a b l e  c a r e f u l l y ,  because I 
t h i n k  you might  be a b l e  t o  p i c t u r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a l i t t l e  
b e t t e r .  

(Photo o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  E x h i b i t  P-168 by M r .  WALSH.) 

A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  L ieu tenant  COCHRAN was h i t ,  do 
you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  people  who were c a s u a l t i e s  a t  the t ime 
h e  w a s  h i t ?  Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him evacuated? 

(No response .  1 

Do you r e c a l l  t h e  t ype  of a i r c r a f t  t h a t  evacuated 
him? 

A. A r e g u l a r  s l i c k .  

9- It was a r e g u l a r  s l i c k ?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  I'm n o t  s u r e .  

Q. No markings on i t ?  

A. No. 


Q. Do you know i f  t h i s  was Colonel BARKER'S a i r c r a f t ?  
D i d  you see him? 
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A .  NO, I wasn ' t  t h a t  c lose .  When he g o t  h i t  I was 
almost a t  the end of t h e  column and I g o t  a p iece  of shrapnel--
j u s t  a l i t t l e  p iece  and i t  scared  m e  t o  death and then I--1 
was h i t  i n  t h e  stomach, b u t  i t  wasn ' t  anything ser ious- - jus t  
c u t  the  s k i n  a l i t t l e .  So, we were s t i l l  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy 
f u r t h e r  down and I remember t h i s  guy GUNTA and he came up and 
s a i d ,  "What happened?" And a f t e r  t h a t  we were lay ing  t h e r e  
and one of the  s e n i o r  medics came over  from t h e  company CP t o  
g i v e  he lp ,  because t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a few wounded and h u r t .  
When t h e  chopper come i n  I was t o  t h e  l e f t  and i n  t h e  back of 
i t  more o r  l e s s ,  because I was s t i l l  lay ing  i n  t h e  paddy, I 
d i d n ' t  want t o  g e t  up. And t h e n  t h e  chopper l e f t  and then w e  
formed up and t h i s  time we went i n t o  a s i n g l e  f i l e  and w e  had 
a mine d e t e c t o r  and they were d e t e c t i n g  and they picked up 
something. This was a b i g  g r i p e  even u n t i l  t h e  time I g o t  o u t  
and I extended and I was one of t h e  l a s t  guys that--you know 
what I mean--to l eave ,  but  t h e  mine d e t e c t o r ,  t h e  p o i n t  men 
they picked something on t h e  k n o l l  l i k e  a s  we went up the  h i l l  
and they kept  passing t h e  word back--you know--to bypass i t ,  
because we d i d n ' t  have time t o  check it ou t  o r  anything. So,
the  word supposedly kep t  coming back and it never g o t  back t o  
the  two guys i n  f r o n t  of me. For tunate ly ,  t h e  guy i n  f r o n t  
of me missed it and I missed it and then ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e  
guy behind m e ,  we l l  then he h i t  i t  and as  f a r  a s  I know today, 
it was a 1 0 5 ,  and i t  blew o f f  both l e g s .  

Q Both l e g s ?  

A .  He was behind m e .  And God h e l p  me, miraculously,  I 
only took another  l i t t l e  piece.  I j u s t  g o t  another l i t t l e  b i t ty- -
i t ' s  a l l  crone away, t h e  s c a r .  And t h e  guy from behind him from 
what I understand l o s t  a kidney, but  h i s  was up--like t h i s  ( ind i -
c a t i n g  with hands) and I guess t h e  b l a s t  went back down from 
the thing-- just  a l i t t l e  b i t  come over ,  because some of  t h e  
guys u p  f r o n t  s a i d  they could h e a r  some of the  s t u f f  going over .  

Q. The t i m e  we had on t h a t  a t  l e a s t  as f a r  as  the  log 
(Exhibi t  M - 1 6 )  goes was t h a t  t h e  booby t r a p  which k i l l e d  Lieu-
tenant  COCHRAN w a s  detonated a t  0845 and t h e  next  group, when 
t h a t  booby t r a p  o r  mine whatever it was, t r i p p e d ,  it was 0930--

A .  ( In terpos ing)  Yeah, t h e  per iod of time t h e  evacua-
t i o n  came i n  and t h e  platoon--af ter  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  
t h a t  l e f t  Sergeant WOOD, I ' m  s u r e .  H e  was i n  command. H e  was 
the  platoon l e a d e r ,  because he was an E-5 and he wasn't--he was 
a shaky type of  guy anyway, b u t  he was the only one there s o ,  
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a f t e r  we g o t  t h e  wounded evacua ted  o u t  he formed it up because 
it c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  do any good walking i n  two columns as 
L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN had us  do ing ,  because t h e r e  w a s  6 o r  7 
o r  maybe 8 guys evacua ted  where i n  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  r i g h t  a f t e r  
w e  s t a r t e d  moving aga in  there w a s  only  two, I mean i t ' s  bad,  
b u t  you know what I mean? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. A s i n g l e  f i l e  i s  b e t t e r  t han  a double ,  b u t  from 
t h e  t ime t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n  and picked up t h e  wounded 
and then  a f t e r  w e  moved out--and t h a t ' s  where t h e  t i m e  e lasped .  

Q- L e t  m e  g e t  your  o r d e r  o f  march from t h e  land ing  
zone up t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  L ieu tenant  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d .  Which 
squad was on t h e  l e f t  and which squad was on t h e  r i g h t ?  You 
were broken down i n t o  two e lements?  

A. Right .  The second,  t h e  f i r s t  squad was on t h e  l e f t  
and t h e  second squad was t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  me, because I was i n  
t h e  f i r s t  squad and t h e  second squad was t o  my r i g h t .  K! 

c.: 
Q. And t h e n  when you moved i n t o  a s i n g l e  column a f t e r  
L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  which squad was l ead ing?  !pd 

3 

A- The second squad w a s  s t i l l  l e a d i n g  because I w a s  33 

s t i l l  towards t h e  end o f  t h e  f i r s t  squad and we had two p o i n t  
men up f r o n t ,  t hey  belonged t o  o u r  squad. 

Q. Okay, t h e  second squad l e d ,  where was t h e  3d P la toon?  

A. A f t e r  t h a t - - a l l  t ha t - -hones t ly ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say u n t i l  
t h a t  day was about  o v e r ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember where anybody 
w a s  a t  o r  t o o  much of what w a s  go ing  on because I '  11 be hones t  
with you, you know what I mean. I j u s t  d idn ' t--I guess  you 
could say  I j u s t  went a long i n  a daze ,  because I--

Q . You had a couple  of  c l o s e  c a l l s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d ,  b u t  thank God I ' m  a l i v e .  

Q e  Well t h e n ,  a f t e r  t h e  second group w a s  wounded, 
which w e  c a l c u l a t e d  according t o  t h e  l o g  t h e r e  was t h r e e  
wounded. Did t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  evacuated these--was t h i s  a 
d u s t o f f  o r  w a s  it ano the r  s l i c k ?  

A. T h e  second t ime? 

Q The second t ime ,  t h e  second group t h a t  w a s  evacuated? 
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A. This is when I was dusted-of f . 
Q. You were dus ted-of f ?  

A. I was dusted-off on t h e  second one. I remember, 
wa i t  a minute, I remember when t h e  f i r s t  one went o f f .  Let  
me th ink .  Okay, because man, I t e l l  you I haven ' t  remembered 
none of t h i s  u n t i l  I g o t  t h i s  telegram. A f t e r  Lieutenant  
COCHRAN was dusted-off w e  moved o u t  and I t o l d  you t h a t  
GUNTA h i t  t h e  th ing- - i t  was not  bad, g e t  what I mean, but  I 
had a p iece ,  you know, broke t h e  s k i n  enough t o  b r ing  t h e  
blood and it came over  my l e g  and t h e  medic s a i d ,  "You go 
i n  too ,"  and wi th  t h a t  I went in--because it wasn't--

Q - ( In te rpos ing) .  You were one of t h e  t h r e e  men then? 

A. Right. And as you quest ioned e a r l i e r  about the  
s l i c k s  t h e r e  was--when we went in--because I know it was p r e t t y ,  
you know what I mean, because he was r i g h t  t h e r e ,  l a y i n g  with 
me, and t h e  o t h e r  guy--I f e l t  l i k e  an a s s  because I though I 
wasn ' t  h u r t  t h a t  bad, but  you c a n ' t  argue w i t h  t h e  medics t h a t  
it was, anyway, it was a p l a i n  s l i c k  and I d o n ' t  know i f  it 
was Colonel BARKER, but  it was a ranking o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  chopper 
and t h e r e  was a colored man i n  t h e r e  t o o ,  and i f  he was a medic 
I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know i f  he was a medic, because a f t e r  
they put  Charlie--he was t o r e  up p r e t t y  bad i n  t h e  legs--Charlie 
GUNTA, he was t o r e  up p r e t t y  bad and t h e r e  wasn ' t  anybody on 
the  chopper, you know what I mean, t o  g i v e  him any a s s i s t a n c e  
while going with t h e  th ing .  

MR WALSH: Did t h e  ranking o f f i c e r  have any k ind  of  p e c u l i a r  
kind of helmet on? 

A. Had on a helmet wi th  a--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Did t h e  commander have a p a r t i c u l a r  
co lo r?  

A. White , it might have been white . I don 't know 
f o r  s u r e ,  because usual ly  I--I imagine most of them were 
whi te ,  except  f o r  t h e  p i l o t s ,  they had a l l  kinds of  designs 
o r  something on them. I cou ldn ' t  say f o r  s u r e  it was Colonel 
BARKER a t  t h e  t ime,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  you l i k e  my i d e a  o r  
no t ,  b u t  I guess n o t  it may--probably was Colonel BARKER, be-
cause it wasn ' t  a medevac chopper and a s  f a r  a s  I know, w e  
always--it w a s  a th ing  i n  t h e  company t h a t  whenever w e  was i n  
an operation--within a v e l l ,  you know, you could h o l l e r  a t  them. 
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Q. H e  was normally very c lose  t o  t h e  ground? 

A. Yeah. The men thought very h igh ly  of him f o r  t h i s ,  
because on occasion,  when w e  w e r e  i n  a l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  he 'd  
f l y  i n  and walk around with t h e  men, because I know, I had a--
w e l l  one of my numerous f r i e n d s  t o l d  me t h a t  one of  t h e  guys i n  
one of the companies--he had a--we were on an opera t ion ,  I 
d o n ' t  know what it was--just a rumor--his w i f e  had a baby and 
Colonel BARKER brought t h e  message o u t  personal ly  t o  him o r  
something l i k e  t h i s  and t h e  men thought very h igh ly  of Colonel 
BARKER. 

Q - Did he normally f l y  a t  a p r e t t y  low a l t i t u d e  over  
opera t ions ? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. D i d  you s e e  him on the ground? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was him, b u t  I seen ,  you know, 
choppers with markings with some a c t i o n  o r  something and the 
choppers would be r i g h t  around the re .  You know what I mean as  
f a r  a s  t h e  company and t h e  i d e a  t h a t  he wasn't--you know what 
I mean--he w a s  t h e r e  with h i s  men. I mean when you a r e  i n  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  you know, when you a r e  bea t ing  t h e  bush and you ' re  a 
p r i v a t e  o r  PFC--even up t o  t h e  d r a f t e d  sergeant--no o f fense ,  
b u t  your regards f o r  higher-ups, I mean you know, p e n c i l  pushers,  
bu t  Colonel BARKER though was okay, because he cared f o r  h i s  
men, t h a t ' s  my opinion.  

Q. Did you know Colonel HENDERSON? 

A .  I knew who he was. I d i d  n o t  know him personal ly .  
I was no t  t h e r e  r e a l l y  long enough t o  g e t  t o  know him, because 
when--I d idn ' t - -ac tua l ly ,  I heard h i s  name, b u t  I never seen  him, 
January then. They had joined Task Force--Colonel BARKER had 
come o u t ,  you know, u n t i l  t h e  Task Force BARKER broke up and 
w e  went back working wi th  br igade  and b a t t a l i o n  then  I--

COL WILSON: ( In terpos ing)  Colonel BARKER, i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  
normally had from t h r e e  t o  f o u r  PRC-25's and probably one o r  
two people monitoring these  r ad ios .  Did you by any chance, 
n o t i c e  a number of r ad ios  i n  t h e  chopper? 
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A. N o ,  I hones t ly  c o u l d n ' t  s ay .  I t  was packed--there 
were t h r e e  of us i n  t h e r e  and t h e  t h i n g  w a s  packed up, b u t  you 
know what I mean, it d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  much room, because GUNTA 
was l a y i n g  down s t r a i g h t  and me and Peewee--I d o n ' t  remember 
the  guy 's  name, he was i n  one co rne r  and I was i n  t h e  o t h e r  cor-
ner  and I had a ho ld  of Chuck's hand, because you know, t h e  
co lone l ,  man, he  had Chuck's o t h e r  hand, so  I c o u l d n ' t  say t h e r e  
was t w o  r a d i o s .  I d i d n ' t  even know where my weapon went. I t  
was on t h e  chopper. F o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  g o t  back t o  t h e  company 
a rea .  Somebody p u t  it on t h e  chopper. 

Q. We c a r r y  t h e  fo l lowing  personne l  k i l l e d  o r  wounded 
t h a t  day : COCHRAN, WILBURN , CANTU, HITCHMAN, TRAVERSA, SHIFLEY, 
HACHEN, and GUNTA. 

A. Right.  

Q So you and who w e r e  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  on t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  
You---

A .  GUNTA and a guy named--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  WILBURM , CANTU , HITCHMAN, TRAVERSA, 
SHIFLEY , HACHEN and GUNTA. 

A .  This  guy w a s  a b i g  guy fzom Montana and he  had pre-
v ious ly  been wounded i n  ano the r  o p e r a t i o n  and t h i s  w a s  h i s  f i r s t  
day back,  because I remember w e  t o l d  him t o  s t a y  l a s t  man s o  he 
would be  s a f e  and he go t  it worse t han  anybody, I mean i n  t h e  
second i n c i d e n t .  But a l l  of them, I know, a l l  of  t h e  names 
very w e l l ,  excep t  t h i s  one he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. HACHEN. This  in format ion  came from t h e  11 th  Brigade 
log ,  r i g h t ?  The morning r e p o r t  which i s  E x h i b i t  R-4 shows 
CANTU, WILBURN, GUNTA, HITCHMAN, SHIFLEY, TRAVERSA and no such 
name as HACHEN. 

-A. And t h e  man, Pewee, h i s  name w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  Let  m e  
look on h e r e  ( l ook ing  a t  Exh ib i t  M-24) . 
Q. G o  ahead. 

A.  Because I know, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  w a s n ' t  h i s  name, 
HACHEN, bdcause I d idn '  t even t h i n k  I e v e r  hea rd  of HACHEN. 
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RCDR: Colonel  MILLER and I surmise  t h a t  t h i s  name could 
very w e l l  have been e n t e r e d  and l i s t e d  on t h e  l o g ,  y e t  he  d i d n ' t  
go t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and i t  was n o t  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  morning r e p o r t .  ' 

Q HACHEN? 

RCDR: Y e s ,  cou ld  ve ry  w e l l  have been e n t e r e d  i n t o  and could 
have been l i s t e d  i n  t h e  l o g ,  y e t  n o t  i n  t h e  morning r e p o r t .  

Q - H e  is  on t h e  l o g  though.  

RCDR: Y e s .  He is on t h e  l o g .  

0 Was he on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  second l i f t  when he was 
wounded? You d o n ' t  know? 

A. I t  might have been a f a i r l y  new man. 

Q ~ W e  g o t  a man named BLEACHER, t h a t ' s - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  BLEACHER. 

Q. BLEACHER, i s  t h i s  t h e  quy y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. That  I s  i t ,  you know, w e  j u s t  c a l l e d  him Peewee, be-
cause  he  was a peewee. 

Q. Did you g e t  t h a t  on t h e  r eco rd?  

(Af f i rma t ive  nod by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  ) 

Q BLEACHER was a man--so, on your h e l i c o p t e r  was your-
s e l f ,  BLEACHER and GUNTA? 

A. Right .  

Q And a l l  t h e  rest  were on t h e  f i r s t  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Right .  That  HACHEN, i f  he  was i n  t h e  company he was 
f a i r l y  new o r  h e  d i d n ' t  come back a f t e r  he  was wounded aga in  o r  
t r a n s f e r r e d  o r  something,  because I d o n ' t  even remember t h e  name 
a t  a l l .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I hea rd  t h e  name, b u t  perhaps  he could be-' 
h e  was a new man. 

Q. So, you were evacuated according t o  t h e  l o g ,  you were 
probably taken  o u t .  W e l l ,  t h e  booby t r a p  w a s  t r i p p e d  a t  0930 and 
t h e  l o g  shows t h e  evacua t ion  about  t h e  same t ime .  
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LTC NOLL: Same time. 


COL WILSON: You were evacuated about t h a t  t ime? 


A. Yeah, because I went i n t o  Chu Lai. 

Q* Now d i d  you q e t  back i n t o  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. That ' s  why a f t e r  vou s a i d  t h e  t r a i l  and a f t e r  t h e  
t r a p  and then ,  you know, I thought of GUNTA, because I knew 
I had been l i f t e d  o f f .  T h a t ' s  when I went and a f t e r - - I  d i d n ' t  
q e t  back t o  t h e  company f o r  maybe two and a h a l f  weeks, because 
I spent  3 days i n  Chu Lai and about a week i n  Qui  Nhon and then 
2 days s e t t i n g  back and about a day and a h a l f  i n  t h e  r e a r .  

Q. How come they d i d n ' t  q i v e  vou a purple  h e a r t ?  

A. They d i d .  They presented i t  t o  me i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q - Yes? 

A. Y e s ,  and then  s e n t  it home. 

LTC NOLL: Do you r e c a l l  Captain MICHLES coming over  t o  t h e  
chopper when YOU were loaded? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember Captain MICHLES. The 
l a s t  I knew of Captain MICHLES on the morning--because SWEENEY, 
the  s e n i o r  a i d  man had run over from the CP and I guess  t h e  CP 
was somewhere behind us sir--somewhere around they'd--I re-
member him h o l l e r i n g ,  he was c l o s e  enough, I could hea r  him 
h o l l e r ,  because t h e  man--he would scream over  t h e  r a d i o  and he 
was c l o s e  enough he d i d n ' t  need t h e  r a d i o  and a f t e r  t h e  chopper 
come i n  because of t h e  no i se  and everybody, it was--there was 
no l eader sh ip ,  because a f t e r  Lieutenant  COCHRAN went t h a t  was 
the  only  o f f i c e r  w e  had and t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  N C O ' s  were a l l  
volunteers  o r  d r a f t e e s .  None of them had,  you know what I 
mean, p r i o r  experience o r  anything when it happens t h a t  f a s t ,  
you know l i k e  t h a t .  What I mean--everybody g e t s  a l i t t l e  
shaky, because when you l o s e ,  you know, you have t h a t  many 
men evacuated off i n  a m a t t e r  o f  an hour and you g e t  a l i t t l e  
shaky and sometime you j u s t  don't--you j u s t  f o r g e t  about 
th ings .  

Q. W e l l  now, t h e r e ' s  one o t h e r  ques t ion  I have con-
cerning this p a r t i c u l a r  time per iod  and I w i l l  t e l l  you what 
some of  the testimony has  been t o  s e e  i f  it might b r ing  some-
th ing  back t o  your mind. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  w e  b e l i e v e  what 
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some of t h e  testimony i n d i c a t e s  e i t h e r  t h a t  2d o r  3d Platoon 
was supposed t o  sweep through My Lai (1) and t h a t  when 
COCHRON--and I d o n ' t  know when you h i t  t h e  mine t h e  second 
time o r  when you a l l  h i t  t h e  mine t h e  f i r s t  time--but r i g h t  
i n  t h a t  t i m e  frame t h a t  Colonel BARKER was supposed t o  have 
t o l d  MICHLES n o t  t o  sweep through t h e  a r e a ,  because I suppose 
he f e l t  t h e r e  were too  many mines i n  t h e r e  and he t o l d  him t o  
s t a y  ou t .  

A .  Yeah. 

Q- Do you know of  anything--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I didn ' t h e a r  of anything--hearsay , 
bu t  not  a s  f a r  as  hearing--

Q - ( In terpos ing)  Well, what hearsay d i d  you hear? 

A. When I go t  back t o  t h e  company, you know, n a t u r a l l y ,  
I wanted t o  know what happened af terwards.  

Q - Y e s  ? 

A .  T h e  two p o i n t  men t h a t  day--we were t h i c k  as f l e a s ,  
because w e  went o u t  toge the r  and they f i l l e d  me i n  on what 
happened af terwards and because you know, they--I ,  because 
t h e r e  was n o t  t h a t  many of them l e f t  s o ,  they s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  you know, a f t e r  w e  h i t  it, they  formed up and pul led  
back o u t  and they  went with Captain MICHLES--the CP group--
They j u s t  made a b igger  C P  qroup, because t h e r e  c o u l d n ' t  have--
know what I mean, I don' t know what they  done. 

Q You d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e  was a change i n  the o r d e r s ,  
about no t  sweeping t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A - No, I cou ldn ' t  say s o ,  because t h e  only th ing  I re-
member af terwards when t h e  second t h i n g  went o f f  which is j u s t  
hearsay ,  some sku t t l ebu t t - - t a lk ing  and s t u f f .  

Q- Do you have any knowledge of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
inqu i ry  being conducted a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. 
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Q - While you were i n  Vietnam? 

A. No. 

Q- You say you extended over t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  bu t  I was i n  t h e  r e a r  t h e  l a s t  po r t ion  of my 
time s o  I d i d n ' t  mind. 

8 - Were you o r  anyone e v e r  questioned about this 
operat ion? 

A - No. 

Q No one you kneii? 

Q - Did you ever  h e a r  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been unnecessar i ly  k i l l e d  by e i t h e r  B/4 /3  o r  C/1/20 on 16 
March 1968? 

A. No s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I have heard a l o t  of  war 
s t o r i e s ,  bu t  I never heard of any mass k i l l i n g s  o r  any un-
j u s t i f i a b l e  k i l l i n g s  i n  my company and I didn '  t h e a r  anything 
of Char l ie  Company u n t i l  I g o t  home and I heard about it on 
TV from guys t h a t  weren ' t  even t h e r e  and i n  t u r n  t o  me--that 
makes me r e s e n t f u l ,  because I was with those  guys and i f  some-
thing would have happened I would have been t h e r e .  I f  I 
wouldn't have been t h e r e  I would have been t h e r e  l a t e r  and I 
su re ly  would have heard about it and I would t e s t i f y  u n t i l  I 
turned b lue  i n  t h e  f a c e ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody i n  my company 
o r  i n  my platoon do anything t l a t  was not  according t o  t h e  
laws of t h e  Geneva Convention o r  however you want t o  say it. 

Q Did you hea r  any s c u t t l e b u t t  about t h e  1st Platoon 
operat ing across  t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  day? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q - Nothing about an excess ive  amount of f i r i n g ?  

A. The 1st Platoon was always good a t  shoot inq a t  
ghosts .  They used t o  shoot  up a l o t  of s t u f f .  Not a t  people 
o r  nothing. They just-- they1 d g e t  a few rounds and they '  d 
s t a r t  lay ing  i n  f i r e  a l l  over  i n s t e a d  of t r y i n q  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  
what i t  w a s  o r  where it was coming from, b u t  I d o n ' t  know--
no, t h a t  is not  t h e  same opera t ion .  I don' t - -wel l ,  you d o n ' t  
want t o  hear  t h i s .  
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&- Y e s ,  what? 

A. Okay, you want t o  know, t h e  1st P la toon- -a l l  
r i g h t ,  I c a n ' t  s ay  what o p e r a t i o n ,  it might have been an 
o p e r a t i o n  a f t e rwards  o r  b e f o r e  t h a t ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  on--we w e r e  
r i g h t  on t h e  c o a s t  and t h e r e  was an i s l a n d  o u t  t h e r e  and 
t h e r e  was a b i g  long  wide b r i d g e ,  it w a s n ' t  a f o o t  b r i d g e ,  
you know, pa th .  It  was r e a l  b i g .  A l l  r i g h t ,  they w e r e  o u t  
on t h a t  i s l a n d ,  1st P la toon  a lone  and t h e  n e x t  day o r  a 
couple  days l a t e r  o r  something they  w e r e  supposed t o  come 
back,  s o  Capta in  MICHLES c a l l e d  and t o l d  them and s a i d ,  
"Don' t  come a c r o s s  t h a t  t h i n g  u n t i l  you c l e a r e d  i t . "  I 
t h i n k  they  had a couple  of  e n g i n e e r s ,  very seldom b u t  maybe 
w e  had them t h a t  day s o  they  wa i t ed  and wa i t ed  and t h e  en-
g i n e e r s  d i d n ' t  do it o r  something--somehow something d i d n ' t  
happen s o  t h e r e  was f o u r  Vietnamese i n  t h e  groups--four Viet -
namese walking ac ros s  t h e  t h i n g  you see-so I d o n ' t  know who 
s a i d  t o  do it o r  what,  b u t  t hey  took t h e  f o u r  "gooks" and 
t u r n e d  them around and s a i d ,  "We ' 11 fol low you back. " Na-
t u r a l l y ,  t hey  s t a y e d  f a r  enough away and--but when t h e  "gooks" 
g o t  blown away, t h e  "gooks ," t hey  s a i d  when they  come a c r o s s  
they were walking l i k e  t h i s  (zig-zag) t hey  were n o t  going 
s t r a i g h t .  They w e r e  walking funny. T h a t ' s  why they  suspec ted ,  
you know. I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  i t  would be  l i k e  s u i c i d e  t o  go  
through t h e r e ,  because they  had been i n  t h e r e  f o r  a day o r  
two, you g e t  what I mean, from t h e  r e s t  of  them and n a t u r a l l y  
t hey  could  se t  i n  t h e r e  and mine t h e  road.  So,  t h e  nex t  morn-
i n g  from what w e  hea rd  they  tu rned  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  around,  you 
know, t h e  guys t h a t  were walking a c r o s s  and made them go back,  
you know, u s ing  them as p o i n t  because i f  they  come through 
t h e r e ,  w e l l  t hey  knew it. Okay, i f  t hey  d i d n ' t ,  t hey  s h o u l d n ' t  
have been t h e r e .  I f  they  come through t h e r e ,  t h e  Vietnamese, 
t hey  l e t  t h e  people  know t h e  s t u f f  is t h e r e .  A s  it happened, 
they  d i d n ' t .  As it happened they  h i t  it. 

Q- Was t h i s  a f t e r  o r  b e f o r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s a y .  I t h i n k  i t  was a f t e r  t h a t  
happened, a f t e r  I w a s  wounded and on a l a t e r  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  I 
c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  It may have been t h e  f i r s t  week I was i n  
t h e  count ry ,  I c a n ' t  remember, 

These people  w e r e  blown up on t h e  b r i d g e ?Q. 

A. Y e s .  

Q They mined t h e  b r idge?  

A. N o ,  it w a s n ' t  a bridge--well-- there was a b r i d g e .  
It was l i k e  a l e v e e .  
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A. Y e s ,  i t  was a s  wide as  t h i s  t a b l e  o r  wider  ( p o i n t i n g )  
and i t  went o u t  of  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on MAP-3) s o  t h e  wa te r  
could run  th rough .  I t  reminded me of  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on MAP-3) . 
~f t h i s  is t h e  v i l l a g e  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f ,  it was always rundown. 

Q. I t  was t h e  causeway probably? 

A. R igh t ,  t h e  causeway. This must have been t h e  b r i d g e  
and t h i s  w a s  l i k e  a l e v e e  and they supposedly boarded up t h e  
conc re t e  p a r t ,  t h e  mine o r  whatever it was de tona ted  t h e r e .  They 
h i t  it. The ones t h a t  were a l i v e  were evacuated.  They were 
dusted-off  and t h e  engineers-- I  d o n ' t  know i f  t hey  went on o u t  
t h e r e  o r  n o t .  We never  depended on them t o o  much. 

Q . DO you remember any o f  t h e  eng inee r s  t h a t  worked wi th  
your u n i t ?  

A. No, I h o n e s t l y  can '  t say--I c a n ' t  remember names o r  
even what t hey  looked l i k e .  I remember one of  them was a l i t t l e  
chubby guy and he was fo l lowing  m e  one day and he was i n  o u r  
p la toon .  H e  had t h i s  mine, i t  must have been h i s  very f i r s t  day 
i n  t h e  f i e l d  and he  had a l l  of  h i s  s t u f f  over  h i m  and he was 
dropping i t  and he  was supposed t o  be up f r o n t .  W e  had one o f  o u r  
men up f r o n t  p r o t e c t i n g  him w i t h  a  mine d e t e c t o r .  But ,  t hen  aqa in  
I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  a l l  of  t h e s e  guys were a w a s t e ,  j u s t  l i k e  i n  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  we had some s o r r y  people  i n  o u r  o u t f i t  once i n  awhi le .  

Q. W e r e  you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  with 
anybody? 

A. N o ,  because it was--nobody t o l d  u s  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
anything.  

Q. You never  heard  anyth ing  about  t h i s ?  

A. No. 

Q. A l o t  of k i l l i n g  o r  unnecessary k i l l i n g  on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, as long  as I was i n  Vietnam--I was from January 
of 1968 t o  March o f  1969. A l l  o f  t h e  time I was ove r  t h e r e  I 
never  heard  o f  any mass murders o r  any d i s c r e p a n c i e s  of  any k i n d  
towards--or even t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o r  any th ing  when w e  w e r e  i n  t h a t  
a rea .  N a t u r a l l y ,  du r ing  t h e  summer w e  s lowly phased o u t  of t h e  
a r e a .  I guess  they  f i g u r e d  they 10st t o o  many guys.  

Q.  D o  you know i f  t h e r e  was any problem w i t h  mari juana 
i n  B Company? 
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A. Some d i d  i t .  I wouldn' t say a problem. because 
i n  my p l a toon- - l e t  me s e e .  I know t h e r e  was one o r  two 
t h a t  used i t  and one of them--he i s  dead anyway, b u t  t h e  
o t h e r  one--they used i t  when they come i n t o  base .  They used 
i t  t h e n ,  b u t  t h e y  wouldn ' t smoke it i n  t h e  bunkers .  They 
would s e t  away i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I hea rd  when you a r e  s t a t e -
s i d e  and have t r a i n i n g  and e v e r y t h i n g ,  i t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  my 
p a r e n t s .  They t h i n k  everybody i n  Vietnam smokes p o t .  But 
when I q o t  ove r  t h e r e  I found t h e  men were a g r e a t  bunch o f  
guys and t h e  in fan t ry- - they  d i d n ' t  want t o  do anyth ing  t o  
j eopard ize  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  because i f  they d i d n ' t  have t h e i r  
s t u f f  t o g e t h e r - - i t  on ly  took a s n l i t  second because you d i d n ' t  
g e t  much s l e e p  anyway. Even i n  t h e  f i r e  b a s e s ,  t h e  i n f a n t r y  
had t o  p u l l  bunker guard and p u l l  p a t r o l  and K P  t o o ,  whi le  
t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  people  manned t h e  guns o r  whatever t hey  had 
t o  do. P e r s o n a l l y ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was e x t e n s i v e l y  used.  
N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  going t o  be some t o  do it  anyways. 

Q .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  any U.S. o r  ARVN i n d i v i d u a l s  
t o r t u r i n g  VC s u s p e c t s  o r  p r i s o n e r s  of war? 

A. I have hea rd  nothing about my company, n o t  my 
personne l .  I have hea rd  o l d  s t o r i e s .  I hea rd  s t a t e s i d e  
where they t a k e  them up i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  and throw them o u t  
and s t u f f  l i k - e  t h a t .  

Q - I ' m  t a l k i n g  about con f in ing  i t  w i t h i n  this a r e a ?  

A. No. 

Q And a l s o  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. This o p e r a t i o n ,  a s  i t  w a s ,  I d i d n ' t  have much t i m e .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  i t ?  

A. No, I ' v e  heard  and seen  guys s l a p  people  around,  
b u t  sometimes i t  was j u s t i f i e d ,  because i f  you a r e  s e a r c h i n g  
through a l a d y ' s  hootch and sometimes they  g e t  a l i t t l e  h a t e -
f u l  and r e s e n t f u l ,  which I c a n ' t  blame them, I wouldn ' t  want 
anybody t o  come i n t o  my house and t e a r  i t  a p a r t ,  b u t  a l l  and 
a l l ,  I t h i n k  t h e  t i m e  I was i n  t h e  f i e l d  wi th  Bravo Company 
and t h e  men I se rved  w i t h ,  I t h i n k  they  d i d  t h e i r  job very 
w e l l .  

Q Do you have any f u r t h e r  s t a t emen t s  o r  tes t imony 
t h a t  may h e l p  us w i t h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. N o t  t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f ,  u n l e s s  you q o t  any more 
q u e s t i o n s .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  any s p e c i f i c s  t o  b r i n g  o u t .  

Q Did you have a camera? 
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A - Y e s .  

Q Did you have o r  know of anybody t h a t  had a camera 
on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I had one. 

Q Y e s ,  b u t ,  your time i n  t h e r e  was l imi ted?  

A. Yes ., Michael SMITH had one,  h e ' s  dead. I d o n ' t  
know h i s  name, bu t  I know h i s  nickname, w e  c a l l e d  him--he was 
from Alabama. H e  had one t o o ,  a l i t t l e  Kodak. 

Q - J O N E S  ? 

A - David J O N E S .  There probably were o t h e r s ,  but 
I cou ldn ' t  s ay ,  because a t  times whenever you could keep one 
working and you could g e t  film--guys were qoing i n t o  the  r e a r  
whenever they could and come o u t  and sel l  it f o r  double t h e  
p r i c e .  

Q. M r .  SHIFLEY, I ' d  l i k e  t o  r eques t  t h a t  you no t  d i s -
cuss your testimony i n  t h i s  case with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  
wi tness ,  except  a s  you may be requi red  t o  do s o  before  a com-
e t e n t  j u d i c i a l ,  admin i s t r a t ive  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

(The hear ing  adjourned a t  1 2 1 6  hours ,  4 February 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ASKEW, Walter A. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 28 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rifleman, Thi rd  Squad, 
Thi rd  P l a toon ,  B/4/3. 

..= 
1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

M r .  ASKEW had never s een  t h e  MACV ca rds  "Nine Rulesl1 
and "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pg. 4 )  . 
2.  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Se rgean t  BRADDOCK was ASKEW'S squad l e a d e r  and 
Sergeant  MCCLOUD w a s  t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  l e a d e r  (pg.  3 ) .  
H e  w a s  b r i e f e d  by h i s  squad l e a d e r  on 15 March. There 
w e r e  no s p e c i a l  o r  unusual  i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  f o r  t h e  
16-19 March ope ra t ion .  Everyone expected heavy resistance 
when they w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  they w e r e  going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  
(pgs.  4-7) . 
3 .  B/4/3 COMBAT OPERATIONS, 16-19 MARCH 1968. 

The wi tnes s  landed on t h e  LZ i n  t h e  second l i f t .  
The doorgunners were f i r i n g  a s  s n i p e r  f i r e  w a s  be ing  
r ece ived  by t h e  t roops  a l r eady  on t h e  ground from t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 7 ) .  L ieu tenant  COCHRAN had been k i l l e d  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  second l i f t ' s  i n s e r t i o n  (pg. 8) . While on 
t h e  LZ they r e t u r n e d  t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  from t h e  a d j a c e n t  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 8 ) .  However, t h e  w i tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
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in-coming f i r e  was a c t u a l l y  coming from C/1/20 (pg.  9 ) .  
The second p l a toon  moved o f f  t h e  LZ f i r s t ,  fo l lowed by t h e  
t h i r d  p l a toon  (pgs. 20, 21) . H e  s a w  a  h e l i c o p t e r  evacua te  
some of t h e  wounded, b u t  he  d i d  n o t  know i f  it w a s  a 
C&C s h i p  (pg. 1 0 ) .  The f i r s t  p l a toon  c ros sed  a  b r i d g e  
whi le  t h e  remainder of  B/4/3 remained i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  
(pg.10).  A t  about 1630 o r  1700 hours  C/1/20 jo ined  
B/4/3 and t h e  two companies se t  up t h e i r  n i g h t  de fens ive  
p o s i t i o n s  (pg. 11) i n  a nearby v i l l a g e  (pg. 19)  . ASKEW 
n o t i c e d  s e v e r a l  uniformed i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  
n i g h t  (pg. 1 2 )  . They had s e v e r a l  d e t a i n e e s ,  b u t  h e  d i d  
n o t  know which company had picked them up (pgs .  12 ,  1 3 ) .  
H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  evacuated t h e  d e t a i n e e s  t h e  
nex t  morning (pg.  1 4 )  . ASKEW had no knowledge .of 
VC s u s p e c t s  being s h o t  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  a h e l i c o p t e r  f lew i n  a  h o t  meal a t  
t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  He d i d  n o t  know i f  he  saw Lieu tenant  
JOHNSON and Sergeant  M I N H  on 16 March o r  i f  it was 17 March 
(pg. 1 7 ) .  L a t e r  on 1 6  March he saw an o l d  man, who had 

been wounded when they f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  w e s t  of 
t h e  b r i d g e  which t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  c ros sed  (pgs .  1 8 ,  19)  . 

b. 17 March. 

B/4/3, minus t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon ,  moved toward t h e  
b r i d g e  on 17 March 1968. However, b e f o r e  r each ing  t h e  
b r i d g e ,  they heard  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  b r i d g e  
(pg.  21 ) .  They h a l t e d  f o r  20 t o  30 minutes (pg.  2 1 ) .  Two 
gunships came on s t a t i o n  and s t r a f e d  t h e  a r e a  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
f i r s t  p l a t o o n ' s  p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e  
(pgs .  21, 2 2 ) .  A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e ,  TAYLOR, who 
was wounded, was evacuated by a h e l i c o p t e r  which ASKEW 
saw land  (pg. 23) . He d i d  no t  s e e  any bodies  t h e r e  (pg.23). 
Around 1300 ASKEW saw a  h e l i c o p t e r  l and  and a S t a r s  and 
S t r i p e s  photographer jo ined B/4/3. The photographer 
remained wi th  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon .  He was wearing a s o f t  
cap,  and he  c a r r i e d  a camera (pgs .  2 4 ,  25, 2 7 ) .  The 
chopper a l s o  brought i n  L ieu tenant  MUNDY and s u p p l i e s  
(pgs.  25 ,  26) . The t h i r d  p l a toon  s t ayed  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of t h e  b r i d g e  t o  s ecu re  t h e  mor ta r  wh i l e  t h e  r e s t  o f  
B/4/3 moved sou th  (pgs.  26-28). Before t h e  company 
moved s o u t h ,  ASKEW had a conve r sa t ion  wi th  Amos WILLIAMS, 
a  member o f  t h e  f i r s t  p la toon .  WILLIAMS t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  
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5. OTHER INFORMATION. 


a. ASKEW had n o t  d i s cus sed  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  anyone 
i n  B/4/3 s i n c e  r e t u r n i n g  from Vietnam (pg. 2 ) . 

b .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  mari juana w a s  smoked 
p r i o r  t o  o p e r a t i o n s  and t h a t  he had used it t o  se t  up h i s  
"nerve".  However, he t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  mar i juana  w a s  n o t  
used on t h e  16-19 March o p e r a t i o n  because B/4/3 w a s  on 
t h e  move (pgs .  48, 4 9 ) .  

c. H e  never  heard  of any i n c i d e n t  where members of 
~ / 4 / 3  molested women (pg. 5 0 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES 

,--

PAGES 
i ~ h ewi tness  had I 

I CV Card "Nine Rules" never Seen. 4 
MACV 
Your 

Card "The Enemy i n  
Hands " 

The wi tness  had 
never seen. 4 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

-
-	 Black- and White photo ( t h e  mortar platoon.1 1 4  

l W i t  i d e n t l r i e d  I 
P-22 Black and White photo CPT MICHLES. 15 

ID'S were being 
P-23 Black and White photo ( checked. 1 15I 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1335 h o u r s ,  2 8  January  
1970.)  

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The f o l l o w i n g  named p e r s o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL 
WILSON, LTC NOLL and MAJ THOMAS. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  W a l t e r  A.  ASKEW. 

(MR ASKEW was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn,  and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s : )  

RCDR: " P l e a s e  s t a t e  your name, o c c u p a t i o n ,  and r e s i d e n c e .  

A.  Wal te r  Adam ASKEW, 2611 B o l l i n g  Road, S o u t h e a s t ,  
Washington D.C. l4y o c c u p a t i o n  i s  s t u d e n t .  

COL WILSON: M r .  ASKEW, t h e  P e e r s  I n q u i r y  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief  o f  S t a f f  o f  t h e  
Army f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t s  and making recom- 
mendations c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  o f  March 1 6 ,  1968.  
I n  c o n d u c t i n g  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  Genera l  PEERS d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  
i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  have  a comple te  i n s i g h t  i n t o  B / 4 / 3  
ground and a i r  o p e r a t i o n s  on 1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  and 19 March 1968. 
H e  t h e r e f o r e  a p p o i n t e d  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  team C ,  t o  a s s i s t  him 
i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  conducted  by B Company d u r i n q  
t h a t  t i m e  p e r i o d .  You may e x p e c t  Genera l  PEERS o r  o t h e r  
members o f  h i s  board  t o  come i n  h e r e  and ask  q u e s t i o n s .  I t ' s  
q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  a s  h e  goes around t o  h i s  i n t e r v i e w  teams.  I n  
t h a t  c a s e ,  i f  t h e r e  is  anybody t h a t  you a r e  concerned a s  t o  
t h e i r  i d e n t i t y ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you who t h e y  a r e .  

Your t e s t i m o n y  w i l l  be t a k e n  under  o a t h .  A 
v e r b a t i m  t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be made. A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  a l s o  
b e i n g  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e p o r t e r ' s  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e -
p o r t  w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  t e s t imony  
may become a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

During t h e  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  b o a r d  w i l l  u s e  a  
c h r o n o l o g i c a l  sequence  of q u e s t i o n i n g .  The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n s  
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w i l l  be  concerned p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  t r a i n i n g  which was r e c e i v e d  
r i g h t  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  Repub l i c  o f  Vietnam. The 
n e x t  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be  concerned w i t h  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  was 
g i v e n  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  down i n  P i n k v i l l e .  The 
n e x t  series o f  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be concerned w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
which w e r e  conducted  on 1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  and 19 March. The f i n a l  
q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be  t o  ask i f  you have any knowledge o f  an  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i n q u i r y  which was e v e r  conducted  i n  Vietnam on 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  Have you g o t  any q u e s t i o n s  abou t  what  I ' v e  
covered?  

A. No q u e s t i o n s  . 
COL WILSON: Have you d i s c u s s e d  this o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  anyone 
who was i n  your  u n i t  s i n c e  y o u ' v e  come back from Vietnam? 

A. No, I h a v e n ' t .  

& . What was your  a s s ignment  on 16 March 1 9 6 8 ?  

A. The o ~ e r a t i o n ?  

Q Y e s ,  what was your  d u t y  ass ignment?  

A. I was a r i f l e m a n .  

Q.  With what squad?  

A .  T h i r d  squad .  

Q Of what p l a t o o n ?  

A. T h i r d  P l a t o o n .  

Q. The 3d P l a t o o n  had t h r e e  squads?  

A.  R i g h t .  

Q. Some o f  t h e  p l a t o o n s  had p e r s o n n e l  s h o r t a g e s  and 
o n l y  had tiyo, b u t  you had t h r e e  s q u a d s ?  

A. R igh t .  W e  w e r e  s h o r t  of  men, b u t  w e  a lways  d i d  
have t h r e e  s q u a d s .  
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Q. Who w a s  your squad l e a d e r ?  

A. BRADDOCK, Sergeant  BRADDOCK. 

Q e  Pla toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. s e r g e a n t  WILLIAMS. 

Q *  WILLIAMS? 

A. N o ,  I t h i n k  he go t  k i l l e d .  Sergeant  WEBSTER. 

LTC 	 NOLL: WILLIAMS s t epped  on a mine, d i d n ' t  he? 

A. L e t  m e  see, Sergeant  WILLIAMS g o t  k i l l e d  t h e  same 
day Sergeant  WATSON g o t  k i l l e d ,  so w e  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  have a 
p la toon  l e a d e r ,  b u t  an a c t i n g  p la toon  l e a d e r ,  an E-5. 

., 	 COL WILSON: How about  Sergeant  MCCLOUD? D o  you remember Ser-
geant  MCCLOUD? 

. A. T h a t ' s  who it w a s .  

(MR WALSH e n t e r e d  t h e  hea r ing .  ) 

Q. M r .  ASKEW, I d i d n ' t  inform you o f  what t h e  i n t e r -  
view team c o n s i s t e d  o f .  There are t h r e e  people  on t h i s  i n t e r -  
view team. Major THOMAS is  t h e  r eco rde r .  H e  main ta ins  a l l  o f  
t h e  documents. The people  on t h e  board are myself ,  M r .  WALSH 
on my r i g h t  who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  vo lunteered  h i s  
s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  assist General  PEERS. 
and Lieu tenan t  Colonel NOLL on my l e f t .  The t h r e e  of us have 
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  q u e s t i o n  you. 

Now, Sergeant  MCCLOUD w a s  your p l a toon  l eade r?  

A. Right.  

Q - What w a s  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  machineguns i n  
t h e  p l a toon?  Did you have a machinegunner a t t a c h e d  t o  your 
squad? 

A.  W e  had two machineguns. One machinegun t o  two 
squads.  W e  had two machineguns i n  each p l a toon  and d iv ided  
up i n  d i f f e r e n t  squads.  
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Q Dif fe ren t  squads a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes? 

A. Right. I t  a l l  depended on where t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
wanted t h e  machinegun. 

Q Exhibi t  M-2 i s  a f acs imi le  of a MACV,card e n t i t l e d  
"Nine Rules." Have you ever  seen t h a t  card?  

A. No, I ' v e  never seen t h i s .  

Q. The Exhibi t  M - 3  i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy i n  Your 
Hands." Have you ever  seen t h a t  card? 

A. No, I ' v e  never seen t h i s  card be fo re .  

Q M r .  ASKEW, what I ' d  l i k e  t o  do now i s  t o  ask you 
t o  descr ibe  t h e  b r i e f i n g  you received o r  t h e  information you 
received about t h i s  time about t h e  a s s a u l t  p r i o r  t o  going on 
t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  A s  much as  you can remember about i t .  I 
recognize it was 2 years  ago. Then w e ' l l  t e l l  you what we know 
about the  t a sk  fo rce  and what i t  d id  t h e  f i r s t  day and days 
l a t e r  and review from our  s tandpoin t  what we ' r e  aware o f .  Be-
f o r e  we do t h a t  we want t o  g e t  an i d e a  of t h e  type of b r i e f i n g  
you had, whether it was a squad l e a d e r  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  whether 
your platoon l e a d e r  b r i e f e d  you, o r ,  i f  you can remember back 
t h i s  f a r ,  what you were t o l d  about t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  p r i o r  t o  
giving you what we know about it. I f  you would begin and l e t  
us know whatever you were t o l d  and who t o l d  you. 

A. The opera t ion  of March 1 6 ,  17 ,  18? 

Q - Yes. Now i s  t h e r e  any ques t ion  i n  your mind about 
which opera t ion  t h i s  was? 

A. No. Well r e a l l y ,  when we'd go on an opera t ion ,  
say l i k e  we ' re  moving ou t  t h e  next  day and we're  going t o  
P i n k v i l l e ,  t h a t  was our  a rea  of opera t ion ,  our  AO, w e  d i d n ' t  
ge t  a b r i e f i n g ,  j u s t  l i k e  they s a i d  we ' re  moving o u t  tomorrow 
a t  a c e r t a i n  t ime,  going t o  P i n k v i l l e .  We d i d n ' t  e v e r  know 
i f  it was a search  and des t roy  o r  what type  of opera t ion  it 
was. A l l  we knew i s  we were moving o u t .  going t o  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q Knew what time you were going and going by h e l i -
cop te r  and s o  f o r t h ?  
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A. W e  knew what t i m e  w e  w e r e  go ing  t o  l e a v e  by chop-
p e r  and what t i m e  we  were supposed t o  be  ready t o  move o u t .  

Q L e t  m e  ask you some s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  on t h i s  one ,  
t hen .  Who b r i e f e d  you? Was i t  t h e  squad l e a d e r  o r  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  CO,  he would b r i e f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  and 
the l i e u t e n a n t  would t e l l - - t o l d  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  t o  break 
i t  down i n t o  squads  and t h e  squad l e a d e r s  would s a y ,  "We're 
moving o u t  tomorrow t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  have your equipment r eady . "  
T h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q. Did he  e v e r  use  a map? 

A. The l i e u t e n a n t  used a map, once h e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  
a r e a .  W e  d i d n ' t  use  a  map. 

Q. The squad l e a d e r  used a  map when he  t o l d  you where 
you w e r e  going? 

A. You mean show us?  

Q .  Y e s .  

A. No. 

Q. Did h e  have a map? 

A. R igh t ,  he had a map. 

Q .  Where d i d  t h e  squad l e a d e r  u s u a l l y  t e l l  you you 
w e r e  moving o u t  t h e  nex t  morning? Was t h i s  i n  a bunker o r  o u t  
i n  t h e  open o r  any th ing?  

A. Wel l ,  h e ' d  come o u t  t o  t h e  bunker  o r  i f  h e ' d  c a t c h  
i n d i v i d u a l s  moving around t h e  f i r e  b a s e ,  f o r  example l i k e ,  
o r d i n a r i l y ,  l i k e  once t hey  g e t  t h e  word everybody knows w e ' r e  
.moving o u t .  

Q W e l l ,  d i d  h e  g e t  t h e  whole squad t o g e t h e r  o r  d i d  
he  do it i n d i v i d u a l l y ?  

A. W e l l ,  l i k e ,  i f  he  go from bunker t o  bunker  t h e  
whole squad would be t o g e t h e r  l i k e  b r eak ing  t h e i r s  down, 
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maybe f o u r ,  t h r e e  men i n  a  bunker ,  come by and t e l l  us we ' re  
moving-out  and he s e n t  a squad l e a d e r  up t o  t e l l  u s .  

a There ' s  no s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n
which were any d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you 
went on? 

A. No,, n o t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q.  You d o n ' t  remember whether it was d e s c r i b e d  a s  
s ea rch  and c l e a r  o r  s ea rch  and d e s t r o y ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  way t h e  o p e r a t i o n  went,  it was l i k e  
s e a r c h  and c l e a r .  

a No, I mean a s  f a r  a s  t h e  b r i e f i n g  goes .  R 
L.r 

A. Oh, no b r i e f i n g  on i t .  IU 
w 

Q Now, how many t imes had you been i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  k) 
a r e a  b e f o r e ?  

A. Q u i t e  a few t imes ,  went i n  January and February.  i 
( 

Q. Did t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you were going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  
impress you as an o p e r a t i o n  which would be  any d i f f e r e n t  from 
any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  you were goinq t o  run? 

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  t h a t  was o u r  o p e r a t i o n .  W e l l ,  t h a t  
was our  f i r s t  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n  when w e  g o t  t o  Vietnam. We 
d i d n ' t  know anyth ing  about P i n k v i l l e ,  about Vietnam, r e a l l y  
when we f i r s t  g o t  over  t h e r e  because when we f i r s t  g o t  over  
t h e r e  w e  took a few days o p e r a t i o n  r i g h t  around t h e  f i r e  base .  
Then w e  went on a 6-day o p e r a t i o n .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  o u r  a r e a  of 
o p e r a t i o n  was f o r  Task Force Barker and t h a t  was o u r  a r e a  o f  
ope ra t ion .  

(2 Did t h e  Batangan Peninsu la  a r e a  mean anyth ing  t o  
you, t h e  Batangan Pen insu la ,  o p e r a t i o n s  o u t  t h e r e ?  

A ,  No. 

Q - Did t h e  squad l e a d e r s  say anything about t h e  
enemy s i t u a t i o n  down t h e r e ?  
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A. Well ,  l i k e  we knew before  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  every t i m e  
we went i n  t h e r e  we q o t  h i t  p r e t t y  bad.  W e  a l r eady  knew t h a t .  
Every t ime we went i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  t h a t ' s  what w e  expec ted .  

Q .  So when y o u ' r e  going i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  you 
know what t o  t h i n k ?  You know wha t ' s  coming up? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning 
your squad,  t h a t  your squad was supposed t o  do t h a t  t h e  rest 
of t h e  p l a toon  w a s n ' t  supposed t o  do ,  o r  t h e  p l a t o o n  was 
supposed t o  l and  and move a l l  t o q e t h e r ?  

A. Moved o u t  t o g e t h e r .  We had no s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

Q Didn ' t  have any s p e c i a l  miss ion o r  anything? 
Okay. L e t ' s  t a k e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f  now. Le t  me ask a 
couple  o f  q u e s t i o n s  b e f o r e  we s t a r t  on t h e  map o r i e n t a t i o n .  
Do you remember which l i f t  you were i n ?  You were wi th  t h e  
f i r s t  group of h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  went o u t  o r  t h e  second group? 

A. Second l i f t .  

Q Second l i f t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you n o t i c e  whether t h e r e  was any f i r i n g  o r  n o t  
when you landed? 

A. There was f i r i n g  because t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  t h a t  went 
i n  t h e r e  g o t  h i t  p r e t t y  bad s o  when w e  g o t  i n  w e  g o t  s n i p e r  
f i r e ,  too .  

Where was t h i s  f i r e  coming from? 

The v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you see any gunships?  

A. No. 
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Q I am going t o  g i v e  you t h e  c o n c e n t  and what b a s i c -
a l l y  happened from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  When I 
g i v e  you t h i s  M r .  WALSH w i l l  t a k e  t h e  photoqraph and g i v e  you 
a more d e t a i l e d  o r i e n t a t i o n .  

(The w i t n e s s  was g i v e n  an o r i e n t a t i o n  on E x h i b i t  
MAP-4 and a e r i a l  p h o t o  E x h i b i t  P-168.) 

Do you r e c a l l  when you h i t  t h e  l a n d i n q  zone and 
your  p l a t o o n  moved o u t  what t h e  o r d e r  o f  march was i n  t h e  com-
pany? Was t h e  3d P l a t o o n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  t o  move o u t  o r  
was t h e  2d P l a t o o n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  t o  move o u t ?  

A. 2d P l a t o o n .  T h a t ' s  when L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN g o t  
k i l l e d .  L ike  I s a y ,  w e  had f i r e  coming from t h e  v i l l a g e .  
A f t e r  w e  came i n ,  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN a l r e a d y  had  g o t  k i l l e d .  
W e  w e r e  h e l d  up f o r  maybe 15 o r  20 minu tes .  W e  h i t  a h o l e  and 
w e  d i d n ' t  see them, b u t  w e  w e r e  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  A f t e r  
t h a t  w e  s t a y e d  around t h a t  v i l l a g e  f o r  maybe a n  h o u r ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l .  Then when w e  moved o u t ,  I t h i n k  3d P l a t o o n  moved o u t  
f i r s t .  

Q From t h e  l a n d i n g  zone ,  you mean, o r  from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. The l a n d i n g  zone ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone i s  
r i g h t  by t h e  v i l l a g e .  Where L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN g o t  k i l l e d .  
He g o t  k i l l e d  i n  a r i c e  paddy. T h a t ' s  where w e  jumped o u t  o f  
the c h o p p e r s ,  i n  t h e  r ice paddy,  coming i n  on t h e  second l i f t .  

Q How f a r  from t h e  l a n d i n q  zone ,  from where you 
l a n d e d ,  was L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN k i l l e d ?  

A.  About 2 5  f e e t .  I n  a cemete ry .  H e  was g o i n g  through 
a cemetery .  The cemetery was r i g h t  o f f  t h e  r i c e  paddy g o i n g  
up a h i l l .  And w e  g o t  o f f  r i g h t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy,  g o t  a l l  
w e t  because  we  w e r e  f i r i n g  a t  somebody. They s a y  it was com-
i n g  from C h a r l i e  Company a s  t h e y  w e r e  coming from t h e  v i l l a g e .  
But w e  d i d n ' t  know. 

Q. T h i s  f i r i n g ,  a b o u t  how f a r  away do you t h i n k  i t  
was? 

A. W e l l ,  a t  t h e  p r o p e r  t i m e  and t h e  s i t u a t i o n  it l o o k s  
l i k e  it c o u l d  have  been c l o s e  and t h e n  a f t e r  you t h i n k  a b o u t  
it it  c o u l d  have been f a r .  
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Q Could you s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h e  f i r i n g  was 
coming from? 

A.  We saw t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  we d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  
any f i r e .  W e  heard  f i r e  and it sounded p r e t t y  c l o s e .  We g o t  
off, h i t  the r i c e  paddies ,  f u l l  oE wate r .  W e  t r i e d  t o  move 
ou t  of  t h e  r i c e  paddies  and we h i t  a b i g  h o l e  about  25 meters  
from t h e  v i l l a g e .  I r e c a l l  t h e  f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e  because 
w e  wasn ' t  r e a l l y  i n  a f i r e  f i g h t  because they  was a l l  pinned-
down. The f i r e  was coming from C h a r l i e  Company. 

Q Did .your  whole p l a toon  open f i r e  on t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. . No, maybe h a l f  of them, because I don' t t h i n k  t h e  
t h i r d  l i f t  had g o t  i n .  

Q There w e r e n ' t  b u t  two. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  were 
b u t  two l i f t s  i n .  Usually g o t  bo th  companies i n  w i t h  two 
l i f t s .  

A. I know l i k e  our  p l a t o o n ,  about h a l f  o f  them were 
f i r i n g .  

Q When you l e f t  t h e  l and ing  zone and moved n o r t h ,  
do you r e c a l l  c r o s s i n g  a  f a i r l y  good t r a i l ?  

A. Right .  

Q Do you remember a g a t e  ove r  t h e  road? 

A. Right .  

B Now how f a r  were you from t h a t  g a t e  when Lieuten-
a n t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ?  

A. From where Lieu tenant  COCHRAN g o t  k i l l e d ?  

Q. Y e s .  About how f a r  were you from t h e  g a t e ?  

A. About 200  meters  o r  more. 

Q . Which s i d e  of t h e  road were you on when he  was 
k i l l e d ?  
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A. On t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  road .  

Q .  And you j u s t  h e l d  u p  f o r  a wh i l e .  Do you remember 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  and p i ck ing  up t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  came i n  f i r s t ?  
Was it a medevac chopper? You had two groups o f  c a s u a l t i e s .  
You had COCHRAN and some wounded, and i n  about 40  minutes you 
had some more. Do you remember e i t h e r  one o f  t h e s e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
coming i n  be ing  a command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  from Colonel  BARKER'S 
headqua r t e r s  ? 

A. Command and c o n t r o l  s h i p ?  

Q .  Command and c o n t r o l  s h i p .  Did you s e e  Colonel  !S 
BARKER o u t  t h e r e ?  't 

A. I never  saw Colonel BARKER. 

61 
Q Did you s e e  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  be ing  evacuated? 

A. I saw one chopper come o u t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  who 
was on t h e  chopper. I wasn ' t  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  t o  s e e  who was on 
t h e  chopper. I w a s n ' t  t h a t  c l o s e  when t h e  chopper came i n .  

Q - Okay, what d i d  you a l l  do t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  day? 

A .  W e l l ,  w e  moved o u t .  The 1st Platoon went a c r o s s  
t h i s  b r idge .  W e  s t a y e d  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and we h e l d  up f o r  
t h e  n i g h t  t h e r e .  The nex t  morning 1st Pla toon came back 
ac ros s .  

Q Do you remember when C Company came i n ?  Do you
remember when you a l l  l i n k e d  up wi th  C Company? 

A. We l i n k e d  up wi th  C Company, I t h i n k  it was t h e  
second l i f t .  

n 
\L N o ,  you remember you said you l a a q e r e d  wi th  them. 
I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h e  1st P la toon  now. 

A. You mean t h e  whole companv? 
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Q - When B Company l i n k e d  up w i t h  C Company? 

A.  W e  d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y ,  w e l l ,  l i k e  w e  saw them, b u t  
they was l i k e  a c r o s s  t h e  road.  

Q. C Company was? 

A. Right .  We d i d n ' t  ac tua l ly - -oh ,  y e s ,  w e  d i d .  

Q Y e s ,  y o u ' r e  t h i n k i n g  about  t h e  p l a toon?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  d i d ,  r i g h t  i n  t h e  r ice paddy. 

Q - Do you remember what t ime  you a l l - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Laagered? 

Q Y e s ,  w i t h  C Com~any. Do you remember what t i m e  
they  came i n ?  

A. They came i n  about  4 : 3 0  o r  5 ,  because  they  d i d n ' t  
have enough t i m e  t o  d i g  foxho le s .  I t  g o t  da rk .  

Q. And you had a l r eady  been t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Okay, now. Do you r e c a l l  whether  C Company had 
some ARVN s o l d i e r s  o r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  w i t h  them? 

A. No, because ,  l i k e ,  I d i d n ' t  see t h e  CP group.  
The on ly  guys I saw were s e t t i n g  up t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .  

Q You d i d n ' t  see t h e  whole company, t h e n ?  You j u s t  
saw p a r t s  of  i t ?  

A. Right .  I d i d n ' t  see t h e  whole company a s  a whole. 

Q. Did you see any ARVN o r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t h e r e  
t h a t  day? 

A. What about  i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

Q Did you see i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  
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A. There were a couple  of interpreters. 

& Did they come i n  wi th  C Company o r  were they  wi th  
B Company? 

A. Each company had an i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q How many d i d  you s e e  t h a t  day? 

A. Both companies ? 

Q Yes. 

A. Q u i t e  a few because l i k e  we g o t  more i n t e r p r e t e r s - -
I guess t h e r e  were seven o r  e i g h t .  

(1 They had on uniforms? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you s e e  any Nat iona l  Po l i ce?  Do you recog-
n i z e  anybody i n  t h a t  photograph (Exh ib i t  P-18) and a l s o  t h a t  
a r e a ?  

A. I recognize  t h a t  guy. 

Q Who i s  t h a t ?  

A. HUFFMAN. 

Q P-18 shows HUFFMAN. He 's  t h e  only  U.S. t ype  t h e r e .  

A. H e ' s  guarding t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  I remember t h a t .  

Q D o  you recognize  any o f  t h e s e  people ,  t h e s e  Viet -
namese? 

A. W e l l  t h e s e  were t h e  people t h a t  he  was guarding.  

Q o Where d i d  they  come from? 

A. Out of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  tha t - - I 
b e t  w e  p icked them up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  coming through t h i s  a r e a .  
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(2 I n  o t h e r  words, t h e s e  people  were picked up by B 
Company ? 

A. Yes. 

Q Do you recognize  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ?  

A. Yes, t h i s  i s  where we met up w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company. 

Q Why do you recognize  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. T e r r a i n  f e a t u r e s .  

Q Did you s e e  t h e s e  people a t  t h e  t ime you l i n k e d  
up wi th  C h a r l i e  Company? Was t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t ime you saw 
them? 

A. Come t o  t h i n k  of it I b e l i e v e  i t  was. 

Q What I was going t o  ask you i s  had you seen  them 
be fo re?  

A. Before  we l i n k e d  up wi th  C h a r l i e  Company, t o  t e l l  
you t h e  t r u t h  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember now, i f  we a l r e a d y  had 
them o u t  t h e r e  of  i f  C h a r l i e  Company brought  them o u t .  I c a n ' t  
remember now. 

Q This i s  what we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  i f  t hey  
came ou t  t h e r e  w i t h  C Company o r  n o t .  

A. But I t h i n k  B Company--because l i k e  if C h a r l i e  
Company had any w e  wouldn ' t  guard them. 

Q. HUFFMAN wouldn ' t,be t h e i r  guard? 

A. No, it would be someone from Char l i e  Company. 

& Unless t h e r e  was a p r o v i s i o n  f o r  one of t h e  com-
panies  t o  evacua te  t h e  VC suspec t s .  Well ,  do you recognize  
t h i s  p i e c e  of t e r r a i n  h e r e  as  be ing  anyth ing  s p e c i f i c ?  

A. The only  t h i n g  I remember about t h i s  t e r r a i n  
f e a t u r e  i s  where w e  l aaqe red  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  
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Q You remember t h a t ?  

A. Right .  

0 Do you know what happened t o  t hese .  people?  Did 
you s e e  them? 

A. A t  n i g h t  we t i e d  them up. 

Q They s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

(2 Did you s e e  them t h e r e  t h e  nex t  morning? 

A. m e n  w e  f i r s t  g o t  u p ,  b u t  t hen  a f t e r  t h a t  I t h i n k  
a chopper came and g o t  them. 

Q The next  day? 

A. The nex t  day. They d i d n ' t  go a long  wi th  u s ,  n o t  
t o o  f a r  anyway. 

Q Do you recognize  anything i n  t h i s  photograph,  
E x h i b i t  P-19? 

A. Nothing t h a t  I can remember. 

Do you recognize  anyth ing  i n  P-20? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon .  We a r e n ' t  normally 
t o o  c l o s e .  

Q. They ' re  people from t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon .  You d o n ' t  
recognize  t h a t  a r e a  o r  t h a t  hootch o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q How about P -21 ,  t h a t  man i n  uniform? 

A. H e ' s  i n  t h e  1st  P la toon ,  

Q- You t h i n k  t h i s  man on t h e  l e f t  i s  i n  1st  P la toon?  
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A. I t h i n k  s o .  

Q I ' l l  show you a n o t h e r  p i c t u r e  o f  him, P-22. 

A .  I t h i n k  he  was a c a p t a i n  and h e  was--I know he  
was an  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  l i k e  h e  had something t o  do w i t h  MACV. 

Q *  'Was h e  an  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  what  he  was. 

Q. H e  w a s  an  i n t e r r o g a t o r ?  

A. Y e s ,  h e  was an  i n t e r r o g a t o r .  

Q- Do you r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  man w i t h  him? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  man who was w i t h  him. 

Q - A Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t o r ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q. I n t e r p r e t e r .  

A. R i g h t ,  I remember him. 

Q =  Did you by any chance  see t h i s  o l d  man? 

A. No. 

Q- Man on t h e  l e f t  is--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  C a p t a i n  MICHLES . 
Q. Do you r e c o g n i z e  any o f  t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h i s  
p i c t u r e ?  

A. I r e c o g n i z e  o l d  "papa s a n . "  I t h i n k  I remember 
t h a t  s i t u a t i o n .  

Q. What was g o i n g  on t h e r e ,  do you r e c a l l  (P-23)? 

A. I t h i n k  t h e y  w a s  c h e c k i n g  t h e  I D ' S .  
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Q Where was t h i s ?  

A. P i n k v i l l e .  

Q We know it was i n  t h a t  a rea .  

A. You want t o  know t h e  spec i f ic - -

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  We're t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h i s  was 
before  you g o t  t o  t h e  l aager  a rea  o r  a f t e r  you g o t  t o  t h e  laager  
a rea  or--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I t  would have t o  be before .  

Q I t  was before?  Do you recognize--looks l i k e  an 
i n t e r p r e t e r - - t h i s  Vietnamese here?  

A. Right. 

Q.  Was he with your u n i t ?  

A. H e  wasn ' t .  I th ink  he came along with--

Q ( In terpos ing)  The same one t h a t  was with t h e  in-
t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  t h a t  you pointed o u t .  This man i n  the  cen-
t e r ,  t h i s  Vietnamese i n  t h e  cen te r  looking towards t h e  camera, 
you pointed t o  him. Did you ever  s e e  him? 

A. I recognize h i m .  

Q Anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A. No, j u s t  h i s  face  looks f a m i l i a r .  

Q - This i s  P-66. Have you ever  seen t h i s  man on t h e  
extreme l e f t ?  

A. This one he re?  

B. Yes. 

A. No. 

Q The o f f i c e r  which you i d e n t i f i e d  i n  those  two 
photographs i s  Lieutenant  JOHNSON and i t  was h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  
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w i th  him. H i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  w a s  named MINH, Sergean t  MINH. 
When C Company came i n ,  I was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  determine i f  
you had much c o n t a c t  w i t h  them o r  i f  you saw whether they  
came i n  wi th  any Vietnamese o r  ARVN o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  N O ,  because w e  was a l r e a d y  s e t  up i n  p o s i t i o n  and 
l i k e ,  when they  came i n ,  only  guys we saw were t h e  ones t h a t  
were s e t t i n g  i n  a p o s i t i o n  c l o s e  by o u r  p o s i t i o n .  Like I s a y ,  
I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  CP group come i n .  I f  t hey  had any i n t e r -
p r e t e r s  they would be i n  t h e  CP group.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  you s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  D i d  any
h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n ,  b r i n g  you any h o t  r a t i o n s  o r  any th ing  
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. We had a h o t  meal. 

Q. You had a h o t  meal? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Did they  b r i n g  anybody i n  w i t h  them? D o  you 
remember s e e i n g  t h i s  L ieu tenant  JOHNSON o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know how he came o u t  t h e r e .  I d i d n ' t  
s e e  him g e t  o f f  t h e  chopper. 

Q Well he could have come i n  any t ime du r ing  t h e  
day. 

A. NO,  I didin ' t  s e e  him t h a t  day. 

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  t h a t  i n t e r p r e t e r  wi th  him? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  nex t  day when I saw him. 

Q. Did you s e e  anybody t h a t  you d i d n ' t  know come i n  
t h a t  day b e f o r e  you l i n k e d  up wi th  C Company? 

A. I t  was e i t h e r  L ieu t enan t  JOHNSON o r  t h e  i n t e r p r e -
t e r .  They e i t h e r  came i n  t h e  day w e  g o t  w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company 
o r  t h e  nex t  day. They p o s s i b l y  came i n  t h e  same flay wi th  
C h a r l i e  Company. 
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Q- You s t a y e d  around t h i s  a r e a  up t h e r e  most of t h e  
day, t h e n  l a a g e r e d  t h e r e  t h a t  n i q h t .  Was t h i s  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  
o f  t h e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. 	 Right .  Outs ide  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Were t h e r e  any c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  day? Were t h e r e  
Vietnamese c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  Anybody g e t  wounded, 
from a Vietnamese s t a n d p o i n t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  on ly  one  I know was an o l d  "papa san"  
g o t  h i t  i n  t h e  l e g s .  

Q a  
 What happened t o  him? 

A. I t h i n k  we l e f t  him t h e r e .  


Q- You mean t h e  p l a toon  l e f t  him t h e r e ?  


A. 	 W e  moved o u t ,  t h e  whole company moved o u t .  

Q. 	 Where w a s  he  wounded, on t h e  l a n d i n g  zone or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right.  See,  when I t o l d  you w e  
came o f f  t h e  l and ing  zone t o  t h e  r i c e  paddies  w e  hea rd  f i r e .  
We f i red i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and "papa san"  g o t  h i t .  

Q= 	 I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Y e s .  

Did you see him? 

Y e s .  

How f a r  w a s  he? 

When w e  w a s  f i r i n g ?  

No, when you s a w  him. 

I walked up t o  him. 
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LTC NOLL: When you were l i f t e d  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  d i d  t h e  p l a toon  
come i n  a s  a u n i t  o r  was it s p l i t  between t h e  f i r s t  and second 
l i f t s ?  

A. I t  was s p l i t ,  b u t  i t  w a s n ' t  s p l i t  i n  a l a r g e  amount. 
I t  was s p l i t  i n  a  smal l  amount. 

Q . Five of your p l a toon  a l r eady  on t h e  ground when 
your group came i n ?  

A. R igh t ,  b u t  n o t  t h a t  many. 

Q Do you know what o t h e r '  p l a toon  came i n  w i th  you? 
I n  o t h e r  words,  I ' m  s u r e  what was l e f t  of your  p l a toon  d idn '  t 
f i l l  up  t hose  n i n e  choppers.  

A. No, t h e  2d P la toon .  No, i t  had t o  be 1st Platoon 
because t h e  2d Pla toon was a l r eady  l i f t e d  i n .  

Q Did t h e  1st Pla toon move o u t  of t h e  LZ behind you? 

A. No, they moved o u t  be fo re  us .  

Q The 2d Pla toon moved o u t  f i r s t ?  

A. No, 2d P la toon ,  t hey  were t h e  on ly  ones t h a t  had 
t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  s o  they d i d n ' t  move o u t  f i r s t .  

Q Well they d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  u n t i l  t hey  
g o t  away from t h e  LZ. We ' r e  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  how they  
moved t o  a d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n .  

A. Are you t a l k i n g  about--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  
LZ. Only g e t t i n g  away from t h e  LZ. 

A. Ge t t i ng  away from t h e  LZ,  who moved o u t  f i r s t ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. 2d P la toon .  

Q.  Then what p la toon  followed them? 
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A. 3d P la toon .  

COL WILSON: A l l  r i g h t .  You s t a y e d  t h e r e  ove rn igh t ;  nothing 
e v e n t f u l  happened and s t a r t e d  moving o u t  t h e  n e x t  morning. D o  
you know what--whether it w a s  t h e  1st Platoon ahead of  you o r  
was your p l a toon  i n  t h e  f r o n t  as you moved towards t h e  b r idge?  

A. W e  moved toward t h e  b r i d g e  f i r s t .  

Q A s  you moved down t h e  road ,  do you remember when 
you passed under t h a t  t h i n g  over  t h e  road?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you remember it be ing  t h e r e ?  Had you passed
under i t  when t h e  f i r i n g  s t a r t e d  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  
r i v e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  because ,  l i k e ,  when t h e  f i r i n g  s t a r t e d  w e  
jumped i n t o  a b u i l d i n g  and t h a t  was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q Did you h e a r  f i r i n g  going on ove r  t h e r e ?  

A. R igh t ,  b u t  we d i d n ' t  know what it was a l l  about .  

Q How long  d i d  you h a l t  t h e r e  b e f o r e  you moved ou t?  

A. About 20 o r  30 minutes.  

Q And then  d i d  t h e  f i r e  seem t o  t a p e r  o f f  o.r s t o p  o r  
d i d  it cont inue?  

A. I guess it went on f o r  about  5 o r  10 minutes .  

Q - Did you s e e  any gunships  come i n  t h a t  day? 

A. Yes. 

Q.  Do you know how many? 

A. Two. 

Q. Did you a l l  s t a r t  moving b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  
gunships came i n ?  
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A. Af ter  t h e  gunships. Well w e  moved up a l i t t l e  b i t  
and then we stopped because t h e  1st Platoon was f i r i n g ,  I th ink .  
One buddy of mine i n  t h e  1st Platoon s a i d  t h e  gunships were 
going t o  h i t  them. 

Q You mean t h e  gunships came i n  c lose?  

A. Yes. 

Q .  Who t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A. Amos W I L L I A M S .  

Q =  WILLIAMS? 

A. Yes. 

MR WALSH: Where does he l i v e  now? 

A. F lo r ida .  

Q- Do you have h i s  address? 

A .  I have i t ,  bu t  i t ' s  a t  home. 

Q We 've had a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  l o c a t i n g  va r ious  
people. 

A. - ( In terpos ing)  I have a few addresses .  

Q I t  would be very h e l p f u l .  

A. One l i v e s  i n  Baltimore. 

COL WILSON: I want you t o  contac t  t h e  wi tness  s e c t i o n  before  
you go, f i n d  out  which addresses  you have and s e e  i f  we've go t  
them. 

You moved on a f t e r  t h e  gunships stopped t h e i r  
f i r i n g  o r  made t h e i r  f i r i n g  passes?  

A.  Yes. 
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Q When you got  down t h e r e  t o  t h e  br idge  and crossed 
t h e  b r idge ,  was TAYLOR already evacuated o r  was he s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A. TAYLOR, yes .  TAYLOR was t h e  guy who los t  h i s  toes .  
After  the  gunships,  I t h i n k  was evacuated. . 

Q Did you s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  and pick him up? 

A. Yes, I saw t h a t .  

Now, he was gone when you g o t  t h e r e ,  is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

TAYLOR? 

Yes. 

No. 

Q H e  was s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A. Like a f t e r  t h e  gunships--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  You mean a f t e r  you crossed t h e  b r idge ,  
TAYLOR was s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, he was t h e r e .  
I 

Q. H e  was t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q . Was t h e r e  s t i l l  any f i r i n g  going on when you 
crossed t h e  br idge?  Did you s e e  any bodies? 

A. No bodies .  We d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know what it was a l l  
about. I t  was 1st Platoon t h a t  was f i r i n g .  We d i d n ' t  s e e  
any dead bodies .  

Q. When you crossed  the  br idge  and g o t  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r ,  d i d  you a l l  h a l t  again o r  d i d  you keep moving? 

A. I th ink  we came back and s e t  up f o r  t h e  n igh t  
alongside t h e  v i l l a g e .  I remember l i k e ,  myself and PARKER, 
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w e  s e t  a t r i p f l a r e  on t h e  b r i d g e .  I remember we s t a y e d  c l o s e  
by t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q Now, t h e  company c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e .  Do you remem-
b e r  s e e i n g  a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n ,  b r i n g i n g  some s u p p l i e s ?  

A. Not a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  You're t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  day t h a t  TAYLOR s tepped  on t h e  mine? What happened t h e r e  
is t h a t  t h e  1st Platoon c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and I t h i n k  l i k e  
they s t a y e d  a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge .  We s t ayed  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  
t h e  b r idge .  The nex t  morning they came back a c r o s s  and then  
w e  went back ac ros s  t h e  b r i d g e .

I 

Q Did you s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  a f t e r  t h e  f i r i n g  
was ove r ,  a f t e r  you g o t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q That b rought  i n  some s u p p l i e s  o r  any th ing  l i k e  
t h a t ,  o r  brought  i n  maybe a couple  of people?  

A. It brought  i n  a photographer .  

Q Did he have a MACV i n s i g n i a  on? 

A. I t h i n k  s o .  He was from t h a t  p a p e r . .  

Q S t a r s  and S t r i p e s ?  

A. S t a r s  and S t r i p e s .  

Q - D o  you know what t ime he came i n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  i t  was about 1 o r  2 i n  t h e  evening 
( a f t e rnoon)  , 

(2  Did you t a l k  t o  him? 

A. I th ink  he  was w i t h  1st P la toon .  

Q And you d i d n ' t  have a chance t o  talk--how d i d  
you know he  was a photographer?  

A. Word g o t  around.  
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a*  Did he  have on a uniform? 

A.  W e l l  he had on jungle--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Jung le  o u t f i t ?  Had a weapon w i t h  
him? What k ind  o f  a helmet was he wear ing,  headgear?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was a s t e e l  po t .  

Q. A s o f t  cap  of some k ind?  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  
t h a t  could be i d e n t i f i e d ?  Did h e  have on c r e s t s ?  Was he 
wearing " U . S .  Army"? Did he  have a grade  r a t i n g ,  o r  name t a g ?  

A. I t h i n k  he  was a s p e c i a l i s t  f i v e .  I d o n ' t  know 
h i s  name. 

Q - Don't  remember h i s  name? 

A. A s i g n a l  pa t ch .  A l l  I know is h e  was a photo-
grapher .  I s a w  him when h e  g o t  o f f  t h e  chopper. I d i d n ' t  
know who h e  w a s .  He had t h i s  camera. 

Q What k i n d  o f  camera d i d  he have,  35 m i l l i m e t e r  
o r  d i d  he  have a b i g  speed g raph ic?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  s i z e .  I knew it was a camera. 

Q. Did you s e e  anybody e l s e  w i t h  a camera? Did you
have one? 

A .  NO, only  t h e  guys i n  t h e  company had a l i t t l e  "104." 

Q. Did you know anybody t h a t  had one t h a t  day? 

A. Amos WILLIAMS, he always c a r r i e d  one.  

Q. Did anybody come i n  w i t h  t h a t  photographer?  

A .  I know w a t e r  came i n  w i t h  t h e  chopper,  and o u r  XO 
came i n ,  L i eu t enan t  MUNDY. 

0 

Q Lieu tenan t  MUNDY came i n  w i t h  t h e  photographer?  

A. I t h i n k  s o  because l i k e  Captain  MICHLES w a s  going 
on R&R o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I know he  s t a y e d  one day o u t  
t h e r e .  
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Q who? 

A. Lieutenant  MUNDY. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  That chopper came i n  and brought t h e  
var ious  th ings  : t h e  XO , and t h e  photographer,  and t h e  water.  
Did they b r i n g  any demoli t ion o u t  t h e r e ?  D i d  you s e e  any 
demolit ion? 

A. A t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time? 

Q. Yes. 

A. They brought some mortar f o r  t h e  mortar platoon.  

Q. Brought some what? 

A. Some mortar  rounds. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  The company moved south t h a t  day. Now 
it could be t h a t  you s t ayed  up t h e r e ,  I ' m  n o t  saying  you d idn ' t .  
But t h e  company moved south and they went a l l  t h e  way down t o  
t h e  end of--crossed t h e  br idge  and went a l l  t h e  way down t o  the 
t i p  down t h e r e .  

A. We s tayed  t h e r e  q u i t e  a while .  

Q. Did you s t a y  t h e r e  a l l  day t h a t  day? 

A. Not a l l  day, b u t  like--because l i k e  a f t e r  a while  
t h e  photographer came, he l e f t  and we were st i l l--when t h e  
chopper came i n  we s tayed and 1st Platoon moved ou t .  

Q. You were with weapons platoon? 

A. Right . 
Q And you saw t h e  mortar go i n t o  p o s i t i o n  over here?  

A. Right. 

Q. And you s t ayed  t h e r e  with t h e  mortar?  

A. Secure t h e  mortar .  
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Q .  ?'he w l l o l c  p la toon  stayed tllc:re'? 

A. 3d Pla toon.  1st Platoon moved o u t .  

Q Okay, t h e  company went on s o u t h ,  now from what we 
unders tand t h e  photographer  went w i th  t h e  company. Did t h e  
photographer s t a y  t h e r e  wi th  you a l l  or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, he went w i t h  t h e  1st Pla toon ,  
went wi th  t h e  1st P la toon .  

8 Stayed with  t h e  1s t  Pla toon? 

A. R igh t ,  because we d i d n ' t  g e t  anybody t o  t a k e  p i c -
t u r e s  i n  o u r  p l a toon .  

Q The. company came back and e s t a b l i s h e d  a  , l a age r  
p o s i t i o n  h e r e  and you e s t a b l i s h e d  an ambush up h e r e ?  

A. Right .  

Q - Did a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  t h e r e  t h a t  evening? 

A. Y e s .  

Q How d i d  t h e  photographer  g e t  back t o  your  loca-
t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  he d i d n ' t  come back t o  ou r  p o s i t i o n .  I 
t h i n k  they p icked  him up. 

Q .  Brought him t o  t h e  company? 

A. Right .  

Q Did t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n t o  your l o c a t i o n  t h a t  
n i g h t ?  

A. No, t h e  only chopper t h a t  came i n t o  o u r  l o c a t i o n  
was when they  g o t  o f f  and t h e  wa te r  g o t  o f f .  

Q. That was t h a t  day,  e a r l i e r  t h a t  day? You d i d n ' t  
g e t  any r a t i o n s  t h a t  n i g h t  from t h e  chopper? 
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A. No, w e  a l r e a d y  had r a t i o n s .  

B Did you s e e  any smoke e i t h e r  o v e r  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  
t o  t h e  e a s t  o r  down t o  y o u r  s o u t h  where t h o s e  v i l l a g e s  a r e ?  

A. Tha t  was 1st P l a t o o n .  They were d o i n g  a t h i n g  
down t h e r e .  

Q .  They w e r e  what?  

A. They w e r e  f i r i n g .  

Q - You cou ld  h e a r  f i r i n g  go ing  on down t h e r e ?  

; A. Y e s .  They were d o i n g  a t h i n g ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know 
' where i t  was. 

B Now, i t  was t h e  1st and t h e  2nd P l a t o o n ?  

A. R i g h t .  

Q And t h e  company h e a d q u a r t e r s  group? 

A. Y e s .  The 3d and t h e  weapons p la toon--

Q = ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  U p  h e r e  by t h e  b r i d g e .  

A. R i g h t  . 

Q Could you s e e  smoke coming u p  from t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  saw smoke. 

Q .  How abou t  o v e r  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  h e r e  t o  t h e  w e s t ?  
Did you see any smoke o v e r  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. There was smoke a l l  a round t h e  whole t h i n g .  

Q .  And you h e a r d  f i r i n g  o v e r  h e r e ,  down i n  B Company 
a r e a ?  

A. W e l l ,  1st  and 2d P l a t o o n s  h a d n ' t  even moved o u t  
o f  t h e  a r e a ?  
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MR WALSH: When you g o t  ac ros s  t h e  b r i d g e  and l i n k e d  up with  
1st P la toon ,  d i d  you t a k e  a break i n  t h e r e  and have a chance 
t o  t a l k  t o  people  or--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )I t h i n k  they  came back t h e  nex t  
morning. 

Q No, po. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  second day. Across 
t h e  b r idge  t h e  f i r s t  t ime a f t e r  TAYLOR g o t  wounded, d i d  t h e  
company t a k e  a break and g e t  a chance t o  t a l k  t o  any people  
from t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. Yeah. I saw them b e f o r e  t h e  ( i n a u d i b l e ). 
Q. - Did they t e l l  you about t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  t h e  day 
be fo re?  

A. Well ,  they  would say  when they  went a c r o s s  t h e  
b r i d g e  t h e r e  were no mines on t h e  br idge , '  b u t  when they  came 
back t h e r e  were ,  l i k e ,  f i v e  mines on t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q Did they say they  had k i l l e d  a l o t  of  VC t h e  day 
be fo re  over  t h e r e ?  

A. Like you s a i d ,  they had k i l l e d  some. 

Q. They k i l l e d  a l o t  of people  anyway over  t h e r e .  I 
know you w e r e n ' t  t h e r e ,  I j u s t  want t o  know what you heard  
when you went over  t h e r e .  What can you remember about  t h a t ?  

A. Well I remember l i k e ,  I was t a l k i n g  t o  Amos, he 
t o l d  me t h a t  when they  went ac ros s  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e r e  was no 
mines o r  no th ing ,  b u t  he s a i d  when he came back t h e r e  was a 
l o t  of  mines. TAYLOR g o t  h i t .  They k i l l e d  some people .  

Q. Are you t a l k i n g  about  r i g h t  a f t e r  TAYLOR g o t  
wounded o r  t h e  day be fo re  when they went o u t ? .  

A. A f t e r  TAYLOR go t  wounded, I t h i n k  it was. 
\ 

Q He didn ' t say anyth ing  about t h e  day b e f o r e ,  when 
they f i r s t  moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  a l o t  of  people  g o t  k i l l e d .  
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Q This i s  no t  a s u r p r i s e  t o  u s ,  a s  you can imagine. 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  know what you heard .  

A.  Well ,  l i k e  I say about 60  people  g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q .  About 60? 

A. Yes. 

Q Do you remember i f  you hea rd  t h a t  number 6 0  a t  
t h a t  t ime o r  some o t h e r  t ime? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime .  

Q Did they e x p l a i n  how they  had g o t t e n  k i l l e d ?  

A. TNT . 
Q *  TNT most ly?  

A. Machineguns. 

Q Machinegun mostly o r  some of bo th?  

A. A l l  k i n d s ,  g renades ,  TNT, C 4 .  

Q Can you t e l l  me anyth ing  about what t h e  men's a t -
t i t u d e s  were about i t ?  Did t h i s  b o t h e r  them a t  a l l  o r  was 
t h i s  what t h e i r  o r d e r s  were t o  do and d i d  a good job of  i t ?  

A. I guess  i t  was o r d e r s ,  l i k e  eve ry  t ime we do some-
t h i n g  we g e t  o r d e r s .  

Q But none o f  t h e  men were t e l l i n g  you t h i s  i n  t h e  
way t h a t  t hey  f e l t  badly  about i t .  

A. No, none of them f e l t  bad about i t .  

Q Then a f t e r  TAYLOR g o t  k i l l ed - - I 'm  s o r r y ,  TAYLOR 
h i t  t h e  mine and t h e r e  was a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  t h e n ,  d i d  t hey  g e t  
any more people  then  o r  were they  a l l  gone from t h e  day be-
f o r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  g o t  any t h a t  I can remember t he  
day t h a t  TAYLOR g o t  k i l l e d .  
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Q A l l  r i g h t  now, a f t e r  you s e t  up t h e r e  around t h e  
b r idge  and t h e  o t h e r  p la toons  moved o u t ,  w e r e n ' t  you a l i t t l e  
cur ious  t o  go look and s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s e e  what had happened 
t o  i t ?  

A. We d i d n ' t  go. 

Q You d i d n ' t ?  

A. Our p l a toon ,  we never  d i d  go.  

Q You j u s t  s t a y e d  r i g h t  around t h e  b r i d g e .  

A. For t h e  n i g h t  we moved up, w e  moved t h e  o p p o s i t e  
way. 

Q - I know, b u t  as  I unders tand i t  t h e r e  was t h e  lit-
t l e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  had been burned t h e  day be fo re  t h a t  w a s n ' t  
very f a r  away from t h e  end of  t h e  b r i d g e .  I j u s t  wondered i f  
anybody from your  p la toon  moved around t h e  a r e a  t h e r e  t o  t a k e  
a look a t  t h i n g s ?  You j u s t  s t a y e d  r i g h t  a t  t h e  edge of t h e  
b r idge?  Did you s e e  any bodies  a t  a l l  anywhere? 

A. No. 

Q D o  you remember, i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  HUFFMAN b r ing-
i n g  i n  a wounded woman o r  somebody b r i n q i n q  i n  a wounded wo-
man, c a l l i n g  f o r  a  dus to f f  f o r  h e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  I remember i t .  

Q What do you remember about i t ,  had she  come up o r  
how had she  been found? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  f a c t s  behind t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  but 
I do remember a woman be ing  brought ,  somebody brought  h e r  i n ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  know how. 

Q Do you know how she  g o t  h u r t ?  

A. Somebody brought  h e r  i n .  I d o n ' t  know how she  g o t  
h u r t .  I t h i n k  I remember somebody b r i n g i n g  a woman i n .  

Q D o  you remember i f  she  was dus ted-of f?  
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A. More than  l i k e l y  s h e  was. She probably was dusted-
o f f  because Captain  MICHLES was--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was Captain  MICHLES wi th  your  group? 

A. NO,  he was wi th  t h e  1st and 2d P la toons .  

Q .  Did you s e e  any c i v i l i a n s  around t h e  a r e a  wh i l e  
you were s i t t i n g  around t h i s  day,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  wounded woman? 

A. We saw a few because ,  l i k e  t h e r e  was a l o t  o f  lit-
t l e  b o a t s  and t h i n g s ,  sampans. 

Q. People o u t  i n  t h e  ocean i n  t h e  Sampans? 

A. They w e r e n ' t  o u t ,  b u t  t hey  were c l o s e  on t h e  water .  

Q But t h e r e  were a few around t h e r e ?  Do you remember 
i f  some of them brought  t h i s  wounded woman i n ? .  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  know how s h e  g o t  t h e r e .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember anything e l s e  about t h a t  day 
t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  your mind a t  a l l ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

LTC NOLL: I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  i n  m y  mind j u s t  
where t h e  p l a toon ,  your p l a toon ,  s p e n t  t h e  day ,  r i g h t  o f f  the  
end of  t h e  b r idge  t h e r e ?  

A. Our p o s i t i o n  was l i k e  maybe 15 meters  f r o m  t h e  
b r i d g e .  Harry PARKER, myself and two o t h e r s ,  o u r  p o s i t i o n  was 
l i k e  r i g h t  o u t  about 15 meters  from t h e  b r i d g e .  We se t  a t r i p -
f l a r e  on the b r i d g e .  

Q .  Did you have a f a i r l y  t i g h t  pe r ime te r?  

A. Right .  W e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  enemy a t  a l l  and w e  had 
a p r e t t y  t i g h t  pe r ime te r .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any reason t h a t  you a l l  d i d  n o t  go i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h e  b u i l d i n g s  had been,  where t h e  o t h e r  pla-
toon ope ra t ed  t h e  prev ious  day? Was t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r '  rea-
son given f o r  n o t  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. No, they  d i d n ' t  g i v e  us  a reason .  They gave us no 
r ea son ,  l i k e  whatever happened over  t h e r e ,  whatever  happened, 
we were over  t h e r e ,  w e  'd j u s t  g e t  up and go over  t h e r e  and 
j u s t  look around f o r  c u r i o s i t y .  We ' d  j u s t  go i f  t hey  t o l d  us 
w e  had t o  go. But it was l i k e  about 200 meters  from us. 

Q .  Were your squads pu t  i n  so  t h a t  one squad was 
looking  t o  t h e  nor th  and another  squad looking t o  t h e  sou th  i n  
your pe r ime te r?  

A. W e l l ,  i n  t h e  pe r ime te r  we were looking  a l l  f o u r  
ways. 

Q. Did you h e a r  any demol i t ions  going o f f  from t h e  
company t h a t  was moving s o u t h ,  t h a t  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  company 
moving sou th?  

A. I t h i n k  they had a l o t  of TNT and a l o t  of  C 4 .  

Q Did you h e a r  any t a l k  about t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  use 
of TNT o r  r e s u l t s  of t h e  use of t h e  C 4 ?  

A. Like I was t e l l i n g  him about C 4 .  

Q.  Was t h a t  t h e  17 th  o r  t h e  16 th?  

A. I t  had t o  be t h e  1 6 t h .  The 18 th  we g o t  mortared 
and t h e  19th--

COL WILSON: You c rossed  t h e  b r idge  on t h e  1 7 t h .  

A. Well ,  i t  had t o  be t h e  16 th .  

Q Did you s e e  any f r e s h  graves  ove r  t h e r e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any f r e s h  g raves .  

Q. We've had r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e r e  were VC KIA. We had 
in format ion  r e l e a s e s  on k i l l s  dur ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  The 1st 
P la toon  l e a d e r  r e p o r t e d  somewhere between 20  and 40  K I A ' s  de-
pending on which r e p o r t  you read .  What happened t o  t h e s e  peo-
p l e ?  Have you go t  any i d e a  what happened t o  t h e  bod ie s?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any. We d i d n '  t even go i n  t h a t  d i -
r e c t i o n ,  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r .  We d i d n ' t  go i n  t h e r e .  Our p la toon  
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d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know what they d i d  wi th  t h e  bodies .  T h a t  I s  

t h e  only  t h i n g  I know. What I heard .  

Q .  Were t h e r e  any a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  n i q h t ?  

A. No, it was k ind  of q u i e t  r e a l l y ,  j u s t  down by t h e  
b r i d g e .  Nothing happened t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  what happened on t h e  18 th?  The company 
came back up? 

A. Yes, we moved o u t  as  a whole company. That whole 
day I b e l i e v e  w e  ga thered  cp something l i k e  4 0 0  people  over  
t h e  re. 

Q When you moved o u t  you moved o u t  t o  t h e  n o r t h ?  

A. Right  , down.by--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On E x h i b i t  MAP-4, t h e r e ' s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
you moved up t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. Right .  We were c l o s e  by t h e  China Sea.  I n  t h a t  
whole a r e a  we ga thered  something l i k e  400 peop le .  It took u s  
a l l  day. We ga thered  a whole l o t  of people  up. 

Q When you moved up you moved i n t o  a vil1ag.e c a l l e d  
Ky Xuyen (1) which i s  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  map? 

A. Yes, w e  moved i n t o  a whole l o t  of them. 

Q O r  you moved i n t o  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. Yes. 

Q And then  you c rossed  t h i s  sandy a r e a  h e r e ?  

Right .  

Q Now where d i d  your  p l a toon  go when it g o t  up here? 
D i d  it s t a y  on t h e  c o a s t  o r  d i d  it move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. We were on t h e  c o a s t  most of t h e  t i m e .  We came i n  
l i k e  w e  came i n  from t h e  coas t  because t h e r e  were a l o t  of 
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dead f i s h  and b o a t s  coming o u t  of  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a q e  t h a t  w e  
went i n t o .  W e  g a t h e r e d  up a l l  t h e  p e o p l e ,  l i k e  t h e  whole com-
pany, w e  g a t h e r e d  abou t  400  peop le  up,  a whole l o t  of  p e o p l e ,  
everybody t h a t  c o u l d  walk .  We l e f t  t h e  c r i p p l e d  b e h i n d .  

Q Did you n o t i c e  a n y t h i n g  o r  any h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n  
w i t h  a n y t h i n g  unusua l  on your  move from t h e  b r i d g e  a f t e r  you 
had j o i n e d  t h e  company? 

A. That  p a r t i c u l a r  day more i n t e r p r e t e r s  came i n  and 
I t h i n k  Colone l  BARKER was o u t  t h e r e .  

Q W e l l  t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h a t  came i n ,  when d i d  
t h e y  j o i n  you ,  a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e  day I ' m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  now. 

Q You mean up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R igh t .  Because we had a whole l o t  o f  i n t e r p r e t e r s  
because  l i k e .  I g u e s s  t h e y  had p lanned  an  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q .  Did you s e e  any of  them t h a t  came up w i t h  t h e  rest. 
of  t h e  company when t h e y  j o i n e d  you a t  t h e  b r i d g e ?  Were any 
s t r a n g e r s  i n  t h a t  g roup  t h a t  you h a d n ' t  s e e n  b e f o r e ?  

A. J u s t  o u r  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h a t  had been a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  
company. 

Q .  No s t r a n g e r s ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you s e e  any 'ARVN w i t h  them a s i d e  from t h e  i n -
t e r p r e t e r s  t h a t  you r e f e r r e d  t o ?  

A. When you s a y  ARVN you mean--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I mean m i l i t a r y  Vietnamese.  

A. I n t e r p r e t e r s  . 
Q. Y e s ,  w e l l - -
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A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  J u s t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  would be a l o n g  
on a r e g u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  But l i k e  I say, you know, t h a t  pa r -
t i c u l a r  day w e  g a t h e r e d  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  up t h e y  had more i n t e r -
p r e t e r s ,  s o  more i n t e r p r e t e r s  came. I t h i n k  Colone l  BARKER 
came o u t  t h a t  d a y ,  t o o .  

Q =  You s w e p t  t h o s e  v i l l a g e s  up and rounded up a bunch 
of  p e o p l e  and some h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n  b r i n g i n g  more i n t e r p r e -
ters .  Did you see any medics come i n  w i t h  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. Any medics ,  n o ,  w e  j u s t  had  o u r  r e g u l a r  medics .  

Q.  A l l  r i g h t  now, t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  when you saw 
them, w e r e  t h e y  i n t e r v i e w i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e ?  What w e r e  t hey  
do ing?  

A.  They were w i t h  C a p t a i n  MICHLES and a l l  l i k e  t h e y  
was ,  you know--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Were t h e r e  any U.S. p e r s o n n e l  w i t h  
t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t o r s ,  i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Did you s e e  any o f  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
Vietnamese t h a t  had been rounded up? 

A. C a p t a i n  MICHLES would a s k ,  was a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,  
t h e y  was j u s t  t a l k i n g ,  he was t r a n s l a t i n g .  

Q C a p t a i n  MICHLES was do ing  a l l  t h i s ?  

A. No, wha tever  Cap ta in  MICHLES wanted t o  know, t h e y  
had i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h e r e .  

Q - Did you see any unusua l  t e c h n i q u e s  b e i n g  used?  

A. Not t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day.  

Q Did you see any used  a t  a l l  d u r i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Techniques ? 

Q Force .  Were any o f  t h e  Vietnamese b e i n g  f o r c e d  to 
do a n y t h i n g  t h a t - -
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LTC NOLL: Did you a l l  s e a r c h  t h i s  a r e a  o r  d i d  you j u s t  round 
up t h e  peop le ,  some of t h e  people?  

A. We rounded up everybody we saw t h a t  w a s  a b l e  t o  
walk. W e  j u s t  l e f t  t h e  c r i p p l e d  and r e a i  s i c k  behind.  

Q Did you sea rch  any of  t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A.  : Yes, we go i n s i d e  of hootches  and ga the red  people 
o u t s i d e .  

MR WALSH: Did you blow any bunkers whi le  you were s ea rch ing  
t h a t  t h i r d  day? 

A. No. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words it was a d i f f e r e n t  k ind  of opera-
t i o n ,  t h a t  t h i r d  day,  than i t  was t h e  prev ious  day? 

A. We were burn ing  hootches ,  b u t  l i k e  t h e  t h i r d  day 
we d i d n ' t  bu rn .  I t  took us t h e  whole day t o  g a t h e r  up  a l l  t h e  
people and b r i n g  them back t o  o u r  d e s t i n a t i o n .  

LTC NOLL: D i d  t h a t  s t r i k e  you as  odd? 

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y ,  because l i k e  whatever w e  have t o  
do,  i t  changes,  changes a l l  t h e  t ime .  Do t h i s  and do t h a t .  

MR WALSH: Well i t ' s  n o t  much of  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  opera-
t i o n  i f  y o u ' r e  walking around and j u s t  c o l l e c t  a l l  t h e  people 
and b r ing ing  them down to--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  See l i k e  we d o n ' t  know, l i k e '  I t o l d  
him we d o n ' t  know what t ype  of o p e r a t i o n .  The CO and l i e u t e n -
a n t ,  maybe they  know, b u t  once we g e t  o u t  t h e r e ,  they Say burn 
t h e  hootches  . 
Q. On t h e  t h i r d  day you g o t  some k ind  of  an o r d e r  
t h e r e  would be no more burn ing  hootches .  

A. Right .  

Q And you d i d n ' t  worry about checking o u t  t h e  bunkers 
and blowing them dur ing  t h e  cou r se  o f  t h a t  day? 

(ASKEW) 39 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-260 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No. I remember o n l y  one i n c i d e n t .  W e  d i d n ' t  blow 
any bunkers .  W e  w e r e  g a t h e r i n q  p e o p l e  up. I g u e s s  h e  was a 
V i e t  Cong. H e  t r i e d  t o  g e t  away. I know my p l a t o o n  and my-
s e l f  and two more g u y s ,  w e  saw h i m .  We s h o t  i n t o  t h e  bunkers  
and threw some CS g a s  i n  beh ind  him. H e  d i s a p p e a r e d .  W e  
d i d n ' t  g e t  him. T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  i n c i d e n t  I know a b o u t  t h a t  
day. 

LTC NOLL: L e t  m e  go  back t o  t h e  1 7 t h  a  moment. Did you de-
s t r o y  any mines on t h e  1 7 t h ,  f i n d  any mines and d e s t r o y  them? 

A. No, I t h i n k  w e  found a l a r g e  t u n n e l .  They c a l l e d  
i n  d e m o l i t i o n  and i t  was blown. I t h i n k  i t  was a t h r e e - l e v e l  
t u n n e l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  f i n d i n g  any r i c e  a t  any t i m e ?  

A. W e  u sed  t o  f i n d  r i c e  a l o t .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  
w e  found any t h a t  day o r  n o t .  

COL WILSON : T h i s  t h r e e - s  t o r y  t u n n e l  you ' re t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  was 
t h i s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ?  Is t h a t  where 
y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  where t h i s  t u n n e l  was? 

A. I t h i n k  i t  was a f t e r  w e  c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e .  I 
t h i n k  it was t h e  same day t h a t  we were b u r n i n g  t h e  h o o t c h e s .  

Q. Was i t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  where a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  was 
g o i n g  on? 

A =  Where t h e  f i r i n g  was go ing  on?  
, '4 8 

Q - Y e s .  You know t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  was t a k e n  under  
a t t a c k .  

A. No. 

Q I t  w a s n ' t  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  Which one was i t ?  

A. I t  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  a v i l l a g e ,  l i k e  it was a v i l l a g e ,  
b u t  i t  w a s n ' t  s t a n d i n g  any more, you know, o l d  rundown hoo tches  
and s t u f f ,  l i k e  somebody j u s t  found a  t u n n e l  and b lew i t .  

Q This  d e m o l i t i o n  you s a y  was b r o u g h t  i n  f o r  t h a t  
purpose  ? 

(ASKEW) 40 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-260 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A. Right.  

Q Was anybody brought i n  t o  do t h i s  job or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No. 

Q. Your B Company people do i t ?  

A. They c a l l e d  demolit ion i n .  

Q Engineer demolit ion team? 

A. Right.  

Q They came i n  and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  EOD 

Q.  Was t h i s  something t h a t  happened while  you were up 
t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  mortar p la toon,  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company was 
gone o r  what? 

A. No. ' 

Q - Was t h e  whole company t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, because we was a l l  around. I t  was t h e  same 
day t h i s  guy s a t  on a mine. 

Q. You're no t  t a l k i n g  about TAYLOR? 

A. No, no t  TAYLOR. This p a r t i c u l a r  day w e  blew the  
tunnel  it might be on a d i f f e r e n t  opera t ion .  

Q I th ink  you might have it mixed up. 

A. It was i n  P i n k v i l l e  b u t  i't might have been a d i f -
f e r e n t  opera t ion .  

&. What happened t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Af te r  we ga thered  a l l  t he  people we laagered  i n  
and go t  our p o s i t i o n s .  I t  was 2 o ' c lock  t h a t  morning we got  
the  mortar .  W e  go t  mortared and then  we received f i r e ,  they 
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w a s  t r y i n g  t o  ground a t t a c k .  Capta in  MICHLES c a l l e d  i n  gun-
s h i p s ,  a r t i l l e r y ,  and t h e  Navy was r i g h t  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
w a t e r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  was f i r i n g .  

Q You g o t  mortared p r e t t y  bad? 

A. W e  g o t  mortared p r e t t y  bad.  And I guess  w e  g o t  
about  l i k e  maybe two mor ta rs  because w e  d i d n ' t  know what was 
going on and an hour  an a h a l f  l a t e r  two more came i n  and 
t h a t  was t h e  l a s t  one.  

Q You mean you had two d i f f e r e n t  v o l l e y s  of mor ta r  
f i r e ?  

A. . One round came i n  an hour  a n d  a h a l f  l a t e r ,  

Q I n t o  t h e  pe r ime te r?  

A. Right .  But no one d i d n ' t  g e t  h i t - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  From t h e  second t ime? 

A. R igh t .  

Q A l l  your  c a s u a l t i e s  were from t h e  f i r s t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q MILUS was k i l l e d  and you had some c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Right .  

Q - Did you see an o l d  Vietnamese o r  Vietnamese woman 
brought  i n  t h a t  day wi th  a l e g  badly wounded, b e f o r e  n i g h t ?  

A. Before  n i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  when we had a l l  t h e  people .  
I couldn '  t remember t h a t .  

Q Anything e l s e  happen t h a t  n i g h t  unusual  b e s i d e s  
the m o r t a r  a c t i o n ?  

A. J u s t  mor ta r  and s n i p e r  f i r e .  

LTC NOLL: How many people  were d e t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  and 
ques t ioned  , roughly? 

- & 
"-?-
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A .  Al toge the r  no more than  about  20. 

COL WILSON: Do you have any knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
i n q u i r y  be ing  conducted on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  wh i l e  you w e r e  s t i l l  
i n  Vietnam? 

A .  On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. Yeah. Like I was s a y i n g ,  t h i s  guy g o t  bea t en  up, 
they e l e c t r o c u t e d  him s h o t ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  
only i n t e r r o g a t i o n  I remember. 

Q No, I mean a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  I ' m  speak ing  from 
a U.S. s t a n d p o i n t .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  o r  do you know of  any-
body conduct ing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n o n  t h i s  whole o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  
I was t a l k i n g  abou t ,  i n c l u d e  B and C Comnany bo th .  Anybody 
e v e r  a sk  any q u e s t i o n s  about i t ?  

A. W e l l  I know one i n t e r r o g a t i o n  was going on when 
w e  w e r e  a t  Upt igh t .  

Q Were Americans be ing  ques t ipned  by Americans? 

A .  Y e s ,  two i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r s  came up t o  Upt igh t .  

9. What w e r e  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s ?  

A.  W e l l  l i k e  they  d i d n ' t  g e t  around t o  u s .  

Q What q u e s t i o n s  were they  ask ing?  

A.  I guess  they  was t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what went on 
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. You s a y  ' they  were i n t e l l i g n e c e  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q What k ind  o f  q u e s t i o n s  were t hey  a sk ing ,  do  you
know? 

A. The only  t h i n g  w e  cou ld  g a t h e r  t h a t  t hey  w a s  t r y -
i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what went on on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  
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When was t h i s ?  

A. This was on Upt igh t .  

Q How long a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, I guess  I Id s ay  roughly between 
2 and 3 days ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 days .  

Q What rank w e r e  t hey?  

A .  I t h i n k  one was a l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q Was it  t h i s  o f f i c e r  t h a t  you i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  
photograph? 

A .  No. 

Q. Two o r  t h r e e  days a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  Who d i d  
they  t a l k  t o ?  

A. I guess they  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  CO, CP group of 1st 
P la toon .  They d i d n ' t  g e t  around t o  3d P la toon .  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  t hey  t a l k e d  t o  anyone o r  n o t .  

Q Do you know--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We saw them come i n  on t h e  choppers 
t h a t  day.  I was about i n  t h e  space  where t h e  choppers come i n  
from Upt igh t .  

Q How long  were they  t h e r e ?  

A.  . I guess a  couple  hour s .  

Q They d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  over  n i g h t ?  

A. No. 

Q You're s u r e  t h e y ' r e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. What we g a t h e r e d ,  you know, l i k e  i t  was i n t e l l i -
gence o f f i c e r s ,  came .w i th  a b r i e f  ca se .  
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Q - We've g o t  t o  try t o  g e t  a s  much in fo rma t ion  as  w e  
can on this. Can you d e s c r i b e  anyth ing  f u r t h e r  about  t h e s e  
people? 

A. T h a t ' s  a l l  t h e  in format ion  w e  g o t  on them. 

Q. Did you see them? 

Y e s .  

Q a Did they have any s ~ e c i a li n s i g n i a  on? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. D i d  they t a l k  t o  anybody b e s i d e s  B Company person-
n e l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. The way Upt ight  is ,  w e  were down t o  
the bottom o f  t h e  h i l l ,  a t  l e a s t  ou r  squad was down t h e  bo t -
tom, W e  j u s t  s a w  them when they  g o t  o f f  t h e  chopper. 

MR WALSH: H a d  you eve r  s een  them b e f o r e ?  

A. N o .  

Q Did you know Major CALHOUN? 

A. I never  saw Major CALHOUN. 

Q- You wouldn ' t  know who h e  was? 

. A. No, b u t  he w a s  k i n d  of young, and t a l l .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  t h i n k  they  were from Task Force Barker? 

A. No, I know they  w e r e n ' t  from Task Force Barker.  

Q. Do you know what u n i t  t h e y  w e r e  from? 

A. No, l i k e  I s a y ,  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  we g o t  on them, 
they s a i d  t hey  w e r e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  o r  something. 

Q. Could they  have been t a l k i n g  about f i n d i n g  o u t  in -
format ion  about  t h e  enemy t h a t  you p icked  up on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  
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A. Poss ib ly .  

Q. You heard t h a t  they were t r y i n g  t o  pick up in fo r -
mation on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of American t roops?  

A. A l l  I know is  they were t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  infor -
mation about what went on on the  opera t ion .  I d o n ' t  know what 
s tandpoin t  they were covering. 

COL WILSON: Now you saw t h i s  was 2 o r  3 days a f t e r  you came 
back? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was t h e ,  same ,opera t ion .  

Q - Do you th ink  t h a t  d a t e ' s  p r e t t y  accura te ,  anything 
happen t h a t  you could remember t h a t  day o r  t h e  day be fo re ,  the 
day af te r - -

A. ( In terpos ing)  No, not  r e a l l y .  I f  I ' m  c o r r e c t ,  it  
was a f t e r  t h e  same opera t ion ,  I th ink  I know two guys came up, 
I th ink  it was a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q You're not  s u r e ,  though, whether it was a f t e r  t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say d e f i n i t e l y ,  but  I know two guys 
came up a f t e r  an opera t ion .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink  i f  i t  was 
this opera t ion .  

8- Can you f i x  t h e  apparent  time t h a t  t h e s e  people 
came up t h e r e  i n  conjunct ion with c a s u a l t i e s  rece ived?  Was 
TAYLOR s t i l l  t h e r e  o r  was M I L U S  s t i l l  t h e r e  o r  had they become 
c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I t h i n k  MILUS was dead. 

Q. You th ink  he had already been k i l l e d ?  

A. That ' s  what I ' m  th inking .  MILUS was dead. I don ' t  
know, I cou ldn ' t  say f o r  d e f i n i t e  whether it was a f t e r  t h i s  
opera t ion  o r  a f t e r  another  opera t ion .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, i f  M I L U S  were dead it would have 
been a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q *  Do you e v e r  remember going back down i n t o  t h a t  
a r e a  aga in  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. I t h i n k  t h a t  was o u r  l a s t  opera t ion- -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Down t h e r e ?  

A. I n  P i n k v i l l e  p e r i o d .  

Q So would t h a t  f i x  it any b e t t e r ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  f o r  d e f i n i t e .  

Q- You w e r e  a t  Upt igh t?  

A. I know w e  w e r e  a t  Up t igh t .  

i Q. You had j u s t  come o u t  of P i n k v i l l e ,  and some i n -
t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r s  d i d  come a sk ing  some q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q. They d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  you? 

A. No. 

Q You d o n ' t  know who t h e y  t a l k e d  t o ?  

A. No. 

Q .  You c a n ' t  g i v e  m e  , the  name of anybody t h e y  t a l k e d  
t o ?  

A. No. 

Q. But you d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was t h e  3d P l a toon?  

A. No, it w a s n ' t  t h e  3d P l a toon .  

Q . So it must  have been p e o p l e  i n  t h e  1st and 2d? 
* 

A. I f  h e  t a l k e d  t o  any of  t h e  guys .  
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Q. O r  company h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  mor t a r  p l a t o o n ?  

A. R igh t .  Amos cou ld  t e l l  you i f  h e  t a l k e d  t o  any-
body. H e  would remember. 

Q You s a i d  WILLIAMS was where? 

A. I n  F l o r i d a .  

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  W e ' l l  g e t  him. You s a y  you d i d n ' t  
t a k e  a camera? 

A.  No. 

Q .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  o r  
noncombatants had been u n n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d  by Task Force 
Barker  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  you l e f t  ~ i e t n a m ,b e f o r e  a l l .  
t h i s  s t u f f  h i t  t h e  paper  and t h e  p r e s s ?  

A. No. 

Q Didn ' t h e a r  any th ing  about  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Never h e a r d  any rumors t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  C Company 
k i l l e d  a bunch o f  p e o p l e ,  t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g ?  

A. People  g o t  k i l l e d .  I t  w a s n ' t  l i k e  t h e y  s a y  i n  
t h e  p a p e r s ,  I d idn  ' t h e a r  t h a t  anyway. 

Q - Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q • Was t h e r e  any mar i j uana  problem i n  B Company? 

A. Y e s ,  more t h a n  l i k e l y .  

Q You don'  t know? 

A. Y e s ,  w e l l ,  you know. There w a s  p robab ly  some 
mar i  j uana. 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BRADDOCK, James A. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 23 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF:  N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Squad Leader,  Thi rd  
P la toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  was wi th  t h e  11 th  Brigade i n  H a w a i i  f o r  
s i x  montns b e f o r e  they l e f t  f o r  Vietnam (pgs .  2 ,  3 )  . H e  
remained wi th  B/4/3 f o r  13 months a f t e r  he a r r i v e d  i n  
Vietnam (pg. 3)  . 

PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tnes s  was t r a i n e d  i n  Hawaii t o  s e p a r a t e  
male p r i s o n e r s  from female p r i s o n e r s  and r ece ived  a 
gene ra l  o r i e n t a t i o n  on t h e  t r ea tmen t  o f  c i v i l i a n s  from 
Captain  MICHLES (pg. 3)  . MICHLES t o l d  them they  would be  
r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  k i l l i n g s ,  b e a t i n g ,  and anyth ing  "of 
t h a t  n a t u r e "  t h a t  they d i d  t o  c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  3 ) .  This  
c l a s s  was given t o  t h e  company a t  l e a s t  me  month b e f o r e  
they  l e f t  Hawaii (pg. 3 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
any th ing  be ing  mentioned on t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  o r d e r s  (pg. 4 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  they 
a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam (pg. 4 ) .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  they 
w e r e  on an o p e r a t i o n  and Vietnamese s t a r t e d  t o  run ,  they  
would h o l l e r  "Dung La i"  and i f  t h e  person d i d  n o t  s t o p  they 
would f i r e  t o  k i l l  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  H e  could n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  
being t o l d  they  w e r e  supposed t o  f i r e  a warning s h o t  and 
he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  number o f  t i m e s  t hey  w e r e  t o  h o l l e r  
"Dung La i "  was l e f t  t o  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
(pg. 5 ) .  The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  r e c e i v i n g  a Geneva Conventions 
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c a r d  b e f o r e  they  l e f t  Hawaii (pgs.  1 0 , 11). H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he  had seen  E x h i b i t  M-2 previously,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  E x h i b i t  M-3 (pg. 11). 
3 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Sergeant  MCCLOUD, t h e  a c t i n g  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  gave 
t h e  p l a toon  a b r i e f i n g  and informed them t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
going on a  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion (pg. 5 ) .  The wi tnes s  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  had been warned t o  move o u t  
o f  t h e  a r e a  and they  were supposed t o  go i n  and bomb t h e '  
a r e a  (pg. 5 )  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e  w a s  t o  
des t roy  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  food which they  found (pg. 5 ) . 
Often they  would bag t h e  food and f l y  it o u t  t o  be  g iven  
t o  orphanages (pg.  6 )  . They would u s u a l l y  d e s t r o y  food 
which was "obviously  concealed"  b u t  would l e a v e  food a lone  
t h a t  had been l e f t  o u t  i n  p l a i n  s i g h t  (pg. 6 )  . He d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  be ing  t o l d  anyth ing  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  do w i t h  t h e  
food o r  t h e  animals on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 6 )  . They were 
t o l d  t h a t  a t  t h e  conc lus ion  of  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  ARVN's  
would move i n  and se t  up a  base  camp (pg. 7 ) .  The wi tnes s  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  they  were t o  round up i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e s  and move them o u t  (pg.  7) . They would p u t  a l l  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  i n t o  a  p la toon  pool  and pas s  them back t o  
t h e i r  p l a toon  l e a d e r  who would i n  t u r n  pas s  them back 
t o  t h e  company (pg. 8 ) .  The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  they  
were t o l d  a s p e c i f i c  enemy u n i t  would be t h e  a r e a  o f  
b a t t a l i o n  s i z e  (pg.  8 ) .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  a 
l i t t l e  more nervous going on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  than  normally 
because o f  t h e  t r o u b l e  t h a t  they had had i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a ,  which they  had found t o  be h e a v i l y  mined and i n  which 
they had l o s t  a ma jo r i t y  o f  t h e i r  people  (pg. 9). The 
p lans  f o r  t h e  cperat ion c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  p l a toon  of  t h e  w i tnes s  
t o  c l e a r  a c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 9 )  . The 
t h r e e  r e g u l a r  r i f l e  p l a toons  were each t o  c l e a r  a s e c t i o n  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  weapons p la toon  w a s  t o  accompany 
t h e  CP f o r  s e c u r i t y  (pg. 9 )  . By "sectioli '  t h e  w i t n e s s  was 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  va r ious  i s l a n d s  t h a t  composed My La i  
(pg. 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  what s e c t i o n  
each of t h e  t h r e e  p l a toons  had,  b u t  he d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  his 
squad was supposed t o  sweep through t h e  v i l l a g e  wi th  t h e  
command group (pg.  1 0 ) .  The wi tnes s  desc r ibed  h i s  p la toon  
as being organized  i n t o  two squads, each o f  which had a 
permanent machinegun s e c t i o n  composed o f  a  machinegunner 
and an a s s i s t a n t  gunner (pg. 1 2 ) .  I n  h i s  squad t h e  machine- 
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gunner was named MAHR a s s i s t e d  by George NAVARRE (pg. 1 2 )  . 
General ly  people  worked i n  teams. The wi tnes s  worked wi th  
ASKEW, and PARKER took a new boy i n  t h e  squad around (pg .13) . 
David SCHINDLER was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  squad l e a d e r  (pg. 13) . 
Other  members o f  t h e  squad were Tommy L. BROOKS, Vincent 
INGALLS, Frank L.  WATTS, Harry PARKER, and Walter  ASKEW 
(pgs.  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  The squad had worked t o g e t h e r  i n  Hawaii 
and remained t o g e t h e r  u n t i l  t h e  w i tnes s  went i n t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  and INGALLS l o s t  h i s  eye (pg. 1 4 ) .  When t h e s e  
t h i n g s  happened people  became discouraged and were n o t  
w i l l i n g  t o  go lack t o  t h e  f i e l d  aga in  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

4 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

A c t i v i t i e s  on 1 6  March 1968. 

(1) The landing  and i n i t i a l  movements. 

The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  which l i f t  he 
was i n  nor  d i d  he remember which a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  "V" 
he was in (pg. 15 )  . He d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  a s  t hey  approached 
t n e  land ing  zone t h e  doorgunners were f i r i n g  a g r e a t  d e a l  
(pg.  15)  . They d i d  n o t  beg in  t o  f i r e  u n t i l  they  had been 
f i r e d  upon from t h e  woodline which was 300 meters  t o  t h e  
west  (pgs .  15 ,  1 6 ) .  The a i r c r a f t  landed f a c i n g  n o r t h  and 
t h e  w i tnes s  e x i t e d  from t h e  le f t -hand  door (pgs .  1 5 ,  1 6 ) .  
Enemy f i r e  w a s  coming from t h e  west  (pg.  1 6 ) .  The wi tnes s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  t h e  f i r e  could have been coming from 
t h e  C Company o p e r a t i o n  b u t  he thought  it was t o o  a c c u r a t e  
t o  be a c c i d e n t a l  ( g .  1 ). The t r e e l i n e ,  which was about  
300 meters  t o  t h e  west  (pgs .  27, 2 8 ) ,  was f i r e d  upon 
by gunships  (pgs .  1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  The group began moving towards 
t h e  t r e e l i n e ,  and Lieu tenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ,  s o  t h e  u n i t  
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  r i c e  paddies  aga in  (pg. 17 )  . When they were 
50 meters  from t h e  v i l l a g e  they r ece ived  f i r e  from it (pg.  17)  . 
They r e t u r n e d  t h e  f i r e ,  g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  rounded up t h e  
people ,  p u t  them i n  a c e n t r a l  p o i n t ,  and began t o  s ea rch  
f o r  r i f l e s  (pg. 17 )  . The company commander and t h e  CP group 
then  moved i n  (pg.  1 7 ) .  The wi tnes s  f e l t  t h a t  most of  t h e  
day was s p e n t  s ea rch ing  f o r  r i f l e s  and i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 1 7 ) .  Although t h e  w i t n e s s  w a s  n o t  s u r e  o f  
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which v i l l a g e  they  went i n t o  he s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  
ane nea r  where ~ i e u t e n a n tCOCHRAN was k i l l e d  (pg. 2 6 ) .  
A f t e r  spending t h e  day t h e r e ,  they moved o u t ,  and m e t  up 
wi th  C h a r l i e  Company f o r  a n i g h t  l a a g e r  (pg. 17)  . 

. A c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

A t  approximately 1630 hours  t h e  group moved n o t  
more than  150 meters  i n t o  a l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
o r  n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  complex they  had been i n  
( P ~ S  28, 2 9 ) .  He remembered be ing  on t h e  pe r ime te r  o f  t h e  
p la toon  t h a t  n i g h t  and f a c i n g  i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  
(pg. 2 9 )  . H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  pagoda 'being i n  t h e  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  b u t  d i d  n o t  remember s e e i n g  any Nat iona l  P o l i c e  
t h e r e  (pg. 3 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  a "b ig  c a p t a i n "  who wore 
a bowie k n i f e  i n t e r r o g a t e  any d e t a i n e e s  nor  d i d  he hea r  
anything about  a c a p t a i n  c u t t i n g  o f f  t h e  f i n g e r  o f  a VC 
s u s p e c t  (pgs .  30, 3 1 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t a l k i n g  t o  an NCO from 
C h a r l i e  Company and l e a r n i n g  t h a t  they  had k i l l e d  34 VC 
t h a t  day (pg. 31) . 

c.  A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  moving o u t  slowly on a main 
t r a i l  on t h e  morning of 17 March (pg. 32) . The second 
p la toon  was i n  f r o n t  of  h i s  p la toon  (pg. 3 2 )  . He s t a t e d  
t h a t  they  were walking on t h e  t r a i l  about 5 0  meters  
from t h e  b r i d g e  when they began t o  r ece ive  f i r e  (pg. 3 3 ) .  
The p o i n t  element was i n  t h e  middle o f  t h e  b r i d g e  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  and t h e  w i tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he could s e e  TAYLOR t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  o f f  the b r idge  _(pg.-33 ) .  He s a i d  t h a t  he c a l l e d  
h i s  machinegunner up and they watched t h e  people  scampering 
around i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 3 3 ) .  I t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  
how many because of t h e  brush  (pg. 3 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he was s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e  heavy volume uE f i r e  
d i r e c t e e  towards t h e  people  on t h e  b r i d g e  d i d  n o t  h i t  them 
(pg. 3 4 ) .  The b u r s t  l a s t e d  about two minutes and when they 

began moving aga in  they heard  an explos ion  and r ece ived  
word t h a t  TAYLOR had had h i s  f o o t  blown o f f  (pg. 3 4 ) .  H i s  
p l a toon  remained on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  b r idge  whi le  t h e  
second p l a t o o n ,  t h e  CP group,  and t h e  weapons p l a toon  
went a c r o s s  (pg. 35) . He could n o t  h e a r  any f i r i n g  on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  ,and ,when they c ros sed  ove r  and 
e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  , they found it d e s e r t e d  (pg. 35) .  
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The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  t h e  gunships making a run be fo re  t hey  
c rossed  t h e  b r i d g e  (pgs.  37-40) . P r i o r  t o  c r o s s i n g  t h e  
b r idge  they  had seen  t h e  medevac s h i p  come i n  t o  g e t  
TAYLOR (pg.  35 ) .  They began t o  s e a r c h  as they  walked i n  a  
sou the r ly  d i r e c t i o n  (pg.  3 6 ) .  There were houses from t h e  
edge o f  t h e  b r i d g e  spread  o u t  f o r  200  meters o r  s o  
(pg. 3 6 ) .  They d i d  n o t  go any f u r t h e r  sou th  t h a t  day 
(pg.  36) . They saw a dead woman (pg. 37) . Because o f  t h e  

mines and booby t r a p s  t h e  u n i t  was h e s i t a n t  t o  conduct  t h e  
search  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  they were o rde red  t o  make i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pgs .  4 1 ,  4 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  hea r ing  a number 
of  demol i t i ons ,  a l though he thought  t h a t  t h e  caves and 
bunkers i n  t h e  a r e a  looked a s  though they had been blown up 
(pg. 4 2 ) .  They d i d  no t  burn t h e  v i l l a g e s  because they had 

been t o l d  n o t  t o  (pg. 4 3 ) .  They d i d  n o t  r e j o i n  t h e  r e s t  
of t h e  company on t h e  17 th  b u t  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  
end of  t h e  b r i d g e  and s e t  up an ambush t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  
(pg. 4 4 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  a  Vietnamese woman being medevac'd 

w i th  gunshot wounds i n  h e r  f o o t  and head t h a t  a f t e rnoon  
(pg. 4 4 )  . He d i d  n o t  h e a r  of any people  be ing  raped 
(pg.  4 6 ) .  

d .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 18 March. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  on t h e  18 th  they  t r a v e l e d  
t o  t h e  srtreme no r the rn  t i p  of t h e  pen insu la ,  g a t h e r i n g  up 
c i v i l i a n s  and moving them south  (pg. 46 ) .  When t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
were a l l  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t ,  t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  began t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  them (pg. 46 ) .  his d i r e c t i o n  
t o  move sou th  had been given t o  Sergeant  MCCLOUD t h e  n i g h t  
be fo re  when he f lew back on Colonel  BARKER'S chopper t o  t h e  
main l a a g e r  a r e a  (pg. 4 7 ) .  Colonel  BARKER was n o t  on h i s  
h e l i c o p t e r  when it came i n  c a r r y i n g  t h e i r  r a t i o n s  (pg. 47 ) .  
The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  moving ove r  sand dunes (pgs .  48, 4 9 )  . 
He es t ima ted  t h a t  they rounded up approximately 500 
people who were ga the red  down on the  beach (pg. 5 0 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  s e e  a  medical  team come i n ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  
because once they dropped t h e i r  p r i s o n e r s  o f f  they d i d  n o t  
s t a y  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  5 1 ) .  They l aage red  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  
n i g h t , a n d  he s t a t e d  t h a t  he was approximately 30 meters  
away from MILUS when he  was k i l l e d  (pgs .  51,  5 2 ) .  He was 
f a c i n g  n o r t h  on t h e  pe r ime te r  and he s a w  s m a l l  arms f i r e  coming 
i n  (pg. 5 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s m a l l  arms f i r e  was 300 meters  
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away (pg - 53) 

e .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 1 9  March. 

The wi tnes s  thought  t h a t  t hey  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
f i r e b a s e  a t  0800 on 1 9  March (pg. 5 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
s ee ing  any Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  ARVN1s  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
d e t a i n e e s  (pg. 5 3 ) .  H e  d i d  hea r  t h a t  t h e  A R V N 1 s  t o r t u r e d  
p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r  by hooking a l and  l i n e  up t o  them and 
pas s ing  e l e c t r i c i t y  through it (pg. 5 4 ) .  He was t o l d  t h i s  
by S teve  MILLER (pg. 54) . The only o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  of 
mis t reatment  o f  a p r i s o n e r  t h a t  he heard  of on t h e  e n t i r e  
ope ra t ion  w a s  when t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  who was wi th  L ieu tenan t  
JOHNSON s lapped  a woman on t h e  f i r s t  day (pg.  55) . The 
wi tness  was 1 0  ya rds  away from them when t h i s  happened 
(pgs.  55,  5 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  approximately  one 
month a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  from t h e  o p e r a t i o n  he hea rd  s t o r i e s  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p o i n t  team had blown up a number o f  
bunkers (pg. 56) . H e  had a l s o  hea rd  a  t o t a l  body count  
of 4 2  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  b u t  t h i s  was no t  connected t o  any 
e s t i m a t e  of t h e  number of  people  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  bunkers 
(pgs .  5 6 ,  5 7 ) .  

5. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

Upon t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  w i tnes s  t o  LZ D o t t i e  n e i t h e r  
he nor anyone i n  h i s  company was ques t ioned  about t h e  
ope ra t ion  (pg.  5 7 ) .  He d i d  h.ear t h a t  a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  had 
t a l k e d  t o  h i s  company commander about  something t o  do wi th  
t h e  l a r g e  body count  (pg.  57) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  company 
commander was "a  l i t t l e  t i c k e d  o f f n a b o u t  t h i s  because they  
had run i n t o  a  ha rd  co re  VC b a t t a l i o n  (pg.  5 7 ) .  The wi tnes s  
a l s o  heard  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being conducted i n t o  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  C h a r l i e  Company because of  a h e l i c o p t e r s  
r e p o r t  o f  unnecessary shoot ing  (pg. 58) . This was t h e  r e s u l t  
o f  rumor (pg. 5 9 ) .  No one e v e r  t o l d  th>e people  i n  h i s  squad 
n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  because it was .be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  
(pg.  5 9 ) .  

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a change i n  t h e  
method o f  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  company a f t e r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n c i d e n t  (pg. 60) . I his was because t h a t  t h e  company began 
t o  " f o l d  up" i n  t h e  s ense  t h a t  t h e  people  who came wi th  them 
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began t o  p u t  i n  f o r  t r a n s f e r s ,  go on s i c k  c a l l ,  and become 
d i s g r u n t l e d  wi th  working i n  t h e  f i e l d  (pg. 60). He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was because TAYLOR and MILUS were bo th  
very popular  and t h e i r  f r i e n d s  l o s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  working 
i n  t h e  f i e l d  (pgs .  6 0 ,  61). 

b. The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  mari juana was used i n  
t h e  company and g o t  t o  be a problem a f t e r  awhi le  (pg. 63). 
He s t a t e d  t h a t  it was f r e e  and easy  t o  g e t  a ho ld  o f  
and t h a t  some o f  t h e i r  replacements c o n t i n u a l l y  smoked 
it (pg. 63). He f e l t  t h a t  they  smoked on o p e r a t i o n s  b u t  
he could never  catch them (pg. 63). He s a i d  t h a t  a number 
of  people  w e r e  moved o u t  o f  t h e  company because of  it 
(pg. 64). He s t a t e d  t h a t  o u t  o f  120 people  i n  t h e  company 
he would e s t i m a t e  t h a t  1 0  smoked it a l l  of  t h e  t ime and 
t h a t  80 p e r c e n t  were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  it (pg. 64). 

c .  I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  t a c t i c s  of  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  
t h e  w i tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  HOOTON, who w a s  on t h e  p o i n t  team, 
t o l d  him t h a t  they had blown up some bunkers (pgs.  6 4 ,  
65). They had crawled i n t o  t h e  bunkers f i r s t  and asked 
t h e  people  t o  come o u t  b u t  when they  d i d  no t  s e e  anyone 
they ~ l e wthem up (pg. 65). These people  formed a c o n s t a n t  
p o i n t  team because they d i d  no t  l i k e  t h e i r  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  
o r  t h e i r  p l a toon  l e a d e r  (pg. 65). The i r  p l a toon  l e a d e r  
was Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM (pg. 65) who was new i n  t h e  
f i e l d  Dut was regarded a s  a  " f l o p "  (pg. 66) . 
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E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 

p--

M- 2 

M- 3 


P - 2 0  


p - 2  1 

---.-

C V  C a r d  " N i n e  R u l e s "  

o u r  Ha_n_ds 'I 

Miscellaneous Scene 

~ 

i sce l laneous  Scene-

% i s c e l l a n e o u s- SceneP - 2 2-- ----- ------

N O T E S  P A G E S  
W i t  had one b u t  
he  d id  n o t  k n o w  11 -- 
w h e r e  he g o t  it. 

W i t  d i d  n o t  reca l l .---11 

HOUGHTON w i t h  t h e  
p o l e ,  and t h e  m a n  
on t h e  r i g h t  as 
HOOTON. I t  w a s  
t aken  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e t h a t  t h e y  
w e n t  t o .  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  LT 
JOHNSON'S i n t e r -
p r e t e r . 
w i t  i d e n t i f i e d  LT 
JOHNSON and h i s  

1 9 , 2 0  

2 2  

2 2  

2 3 , 2 4  

2 5  

1 6  

27 

i n t e rp re t e r .  

M I C H L E S ,  MERCER 
w i t h  t h e  t r a n s -

i n F E ! G f r 6 n t e ft . 
s ta ted  lt w a s  

l ook ing  eas t-

W i t  m a r k e d  t he  

I --I---
( 2 - T h e  v i l l a g e .  7 2 8  
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EXI-IIBIT 
NUMEER DESCiIIPTION NOTES PAGES 

7

3-The - l a a g e r  

P-190 Annotated P-168 a r e a .--- 30 

( c o n t )  	 4-The s p o t  where 

f i r e d  upon on 38 
17 M a r .  

-- --	 5-The gunship  run.  40 
7-The l o c a t i o n  o f  

--- -- --	a women's body. 4 3  -
8-Vi l l age r s  moved 

---------- --	 t o .  a  c e n t r a l  53 
c o l l e c t i o n  point-. 

A 


MAP-4 M a p  6739 I1 Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  10 

~ d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  


MAP-5 M a p  6739 I1 ( sma l l  s c a l e l t y p e  used--i n  1 9 
r-+-	 --
Vietnam. 

-. -

-- .- -	 -

--	 ------a-

-	 ----- ii-
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1.000 hour s , ,  2  3 January 
19 70. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL 
WILSON, MR WALSH, LTC NOLL and MAJ THOMAS. 

RCDR : The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  James A.  BRADDOCK. 

(MR BRADDOCK w a s  c a l l e d  as a  w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn 
and he t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

RCDR : P l e a s e  s t a t e  your name, occupa t ion  and r e s idence?  

A.  James Al len  BRADDOCK, 107 Rancocas Blvd. Mount 
Holly, New J e r s e y .  I am a p r i n t e r .  

COL WILSON: M r .  BRADDOCK, b e f o r e  w e  proceed I have a  acouple 
of m a t t e r s  I would l i k e  t o  o r i e n t  you on.  

The Peers  Inqu i ry  was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  t h e  pur- J 

pose of making f i n d i n g s  and de te rmin ing  f a c t s  2nd c i rcumstances  
involv ing  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968. 

I n  conduct ing t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  General PEERS 
determined t h a t  it w a s  neces sa ry  t o  have a complete i n s i g h t  
t o  t h e  B/4/3 ground and a i r  o p e r a t i o n s  from t h e  p e r i o d  16 ,  
t o  19 March 1968. H e  t h e r e f o r e  appoin ted  t h i s  board 'which 
i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as In t e rv i ew Team C t o  q u e s t i o n  personne l  of 
B Company and p repa re  a complete d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h a t  u n i t ' s  
ope ra t ion  du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d .  You can expec t  General  PEERS 
or  any o t h e r  members of  t h e  pane l  t o  come i n  he re  a t  any t ime.  

your t es t imony w i l l '  be  t aken  under o a t h .  A ver-
batim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared .  A t a p e  r eco rd ing  i s  be-
ing made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  be ing  t aken  by t h e  
cour t  r e p o r t e r .  

~ l t h o u g h  t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  p a r t s  of it may 
become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 
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During t h i s  i n t e rv i ew t h e  board w i l l  fo l low a 
ch rono log ica l  sequence of ques t ion ing  . T h e  f i r s t  s e r i e s  of 
q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be concerned w i t h  t r a i n i n g  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  and 
a f t e r  a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam. Second, w i l l  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t s  and; t h e  t h i r d ,  con-
ce rn ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 16 t o  19 March. The f i n a l  q u e s t i o n s  
w i l l  concern any knowledge t h a t  you may have on p r i o r  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  o r  i n q u i r i e s  concerning t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera- 
t i o n .  

Now, t h i s  board has  no a u t h o r i t y  t o  reach f ind -
ings  o r  conc lus ions ,  o r  t o  make recommendations. I t ' s  s t r i c t -
l y  a c o l l e c t i o n  agency f o r  General  PEERS. He i s  t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  and he w i l l  come up wi th  t h e  conc lus ions  and 
f i n d i n g s  on h i s  r e p o r t .  There a r e  t h r e e  members of t h i s  
board ,  M r .  WALSH, a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  on my r i g h t  who has  
vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  
a s s i s t  General  PEERS. And Colonel NOLL on my l e f t  i s  a 
member of t h e  board and I ' m  a member of t h e  board.  I f  a t  
any t ime anyone e l s e  comes i n  h e r e  and s t a r t s  ask ing  you 
q u e s t i o n s ,  i f  t h e r e ' s  any q u e s t i o n  i n  your mind a s  t o  whether 
they  have t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  I w i l l  inform you of t h a t .  A l l  
pe rsons  h e r e ,  t h e  t h r e e  t h a t  I ' v e  named have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
t o  ask you q u e s t i o n s .  Have you any q u e s t i o n s  on what I have 
j u s t  covered? 

A.  No. 

Q. . What w a s  your assignment i n  March 1 9 6 8 ? ,  

A. I w a s  a squad l e a d e r ,  s i r .  

Q. I n  which p l a toon?  

A. The 3d P la toon ,  s i r ,  B / 4 / 3 .  

Q.  And a t  t h a t  t i m e  a ss igned  t o  Task Force Barker .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Were you w i t h  t h e  11 th  Brigade i n  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q. How long? 

A. S ix  months b e f o r e  we d e ~ a r t e d ,s i r .  

Q How lonq d i d  you s t a y  wi th  B / 4 / 3  a f t e r  you a r -
r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? 

A.  T h i r t e e n  months, s i r .  

Q- The e n t i r e  pe r iod?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you r e c e i v e  any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  
depa r tu re  on t h e  hand l ing  o f  PW's o r  c i v i l i a n  noncombatants? 

A. No, s i r ,  j u s t  t h e  t a c t i c a l  p o r t i o n ,  j u s t  s e ~ a r a t -
ing t h e  male and female ,  and t h e  l e a d e r s  o r  c h i e f s ,  and p u t t -
ing them i n  one s e c t i o n ,  b u t  as f a r  a s  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  them-
selves--I 'm wrong, w e  g o t  an o r i e n t a t i o n ,  w e  d i d  r e c e i v e  one 
o r i e n t a t i o n  on t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q Who gave you t h a t ?  

A. Our company commander, C a ~ t a i nMICHLES . 
Q What d i d  he  t e l l  you? 

A. H e  t o l d  us a t  t h e  t ime we  could be h e l d  respon-
s i b l e  f o r  t h e  k i l l i n g s ,  b e a t i n g s ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  and anyth ing  o f  
t h a t  n a t u r e .  

Q Did he g i v e  t h i s  t o  t h e  whole company? 

A. Y e s  s i r ,  it was a company c l a s s .  

Q - This was r i g h t  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  Hawaii? 

A. Within a t  l e a s t  a month be fo re  we l e f t , .  

Q. Could t h i s  have been p a r t  of t h e  Geneva Conven-
t i o n  l e c t u r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I b e l i e v e  it was. 
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Q Do you remember whether you had s i g n e d  a s h e e t  
t o  show t h a t  you a t t e n d e d  t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q. But it w a s  g iven  by t h e  company commander? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did he mention any th ing  .,on t h e  l e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s ?  
> . 

\ 

A. I d o n ' t  r eca l l ,  s ir .  , .' 
\ 

i I 

Q H e  w a s  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about  how you cou ld  be  h e l d  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  mi s t r ea tmen t  of p r i s o n e r s ,  i s  t h a t  what 
you s ay?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q How about  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, w e r e  you 
g iven  any t r a i n i n g  i n  these s u b j e c t s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Were you g iven  any t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  engagement of 
t h e  Vietnamese i n  combat o p e r a t i o n s .  When you w e r e  a u t h o r i z e d  
t o  f i r e  on them and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  

Q. I f  you go on a combat o p e r a t i o n ,  and move, and 
some Vietnamese s t a r t  runn ing  away from you,  what do you do? 

A. Our g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e  w a s ,  i f  t h e  Vietnamese s t a r t e d  
t o  run w e  would u s u a l l y  h o l l e r  and i f  he  con t inued  t o  run w e  
would f i r e .  

Q What would you h o l l e r ?  

A. "Dung l a i .  " 

Q And when you f i r e d  would you f i r e  t o  k i l l ?  
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A. Yes, s i r ,  I guess you could f i r e  t o  k i l l .  

Q *  Did you ever  hear  anybody say anything about a 
warning sho t?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  s o ,  s i r .  

Q How many times were you suppose t o  h o l l e r  "Dung 
l a i  "7  

A. That w a s  l e f t  t o  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  ind iv idua l .  

Q. How about r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  mistreatment of noncom-
b a t a n t s  o r  PW's ,  were you ever  t o l d  how t o  do t h i s ,  o r  what 
t o  do? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  per iod  r i g h t  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t  on 16 March, down i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  
I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what you were t o l d ,  where, and by whom on 
t h a t  mission. I n  o t h e r  words, t o  t h e  b e s t  of your knowledge 
would you r e c a l l  what type  of b r i e f i n g  you received p r i o r  t o  
the  combat a s s a u l t? 

A. Well, t h e  b r i e f i n g  w a s  given t o  us by our  a c t i n g  
platoon l e a d e r ,  Sergeant MCCLOUD, and he i n s t r u c t e d  us t h a t  
it would be a search  and des t roy  mission. I f  I r e c a l l  cor-
r e c t l y  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  had been warned f o r  q u i t e  awhile t h a t  
they would have t o  move out  of t h e  area .  And t h a t  we were 
suppose t o  go i n  and burn t h e  a r e a .  

Q You s a i d  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  had been moved o u t ?  

A. Had been warned t o  move out  of t h e  a rea .  

Q- And you were t o l d  t h a t  you were t o  burn t h e  
villages-.-.and what about t h e  food s tock?  

A .  T h e  genera l  p r a c t i c e  was t h a t  i f  w e  found l a r g e  
q u a n t i t i e s ,  t o  des t roy  t h e  food s tock .  But t h e r e  was no-
t h i n g  mentioned s p e c i f i c a l l y  on what t o  do. I t  w a s  j u s t  
genera l  knowledge, what we were t o  do. 
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Q I n  o t h e r  words,  a s  a procedure you always would 
des t roy  food s t o c k s  i f  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  q u a n t i t y ?  

A. Usually w e  would bag it up and b r i n g  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
i n  t o  f l y  it o u t ,  and g ive  it t o  orphanages.  

Q You would evacuate  it then .  I f  it was a l a r g e
s t o c k  would you d e s t r o y  a l l  of i t ?  I f  you had a v i l l a g e  t h a t  
could use  it would you des t roy  a l l  of t h e  food s t o c k ?  

A. No, s i r ,  o r d i n a r i l y  i f  we found foodstock and ob-
v i o u s l y  concealed p r o v i s i o n s ,  where they  wou ldn ' t  want us t o  
f i n d  them, w e  would d e s t r o y  t h a t .  I f  it w a s  wel l -concealed,  
b u t  i f  it w a s  l e f t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  p l a i n  s i g h t  of  us we 
would l eave  it a lone .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about caches of 
foodstock t h a t  w e r e  obvious ly  f o r  t h e  VC? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  thought  it was f o r  t h e  VC. 

Q You c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  You j u s t  had t o  make an 
e s t i m a t e ?  

Yes, s i r .A 0. 

Q I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a i d  about what t o  do wi th  t h e  foodstock? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q J u s t  normal procedure?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. How about animals? What w a s  t h e  normal procedure
f o r  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. There w a s  no normal procedure .  We had w a t e r  
b u f f a l o  t h a t  had been k i l l e d ,  bu t  t h a t  w a s  because--for 
i n scance  where t hey  run a t  t h e  G I ' s .  And as f a r  as  I know 
t h e  ma jo r i t y  of t h e  animals  k i l l e d  were wa te r  b u f f a l o .  
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Q - Then t h e  des t ruc t ion  of food s tock i n  l a r g e  quant i -  
t i e s  d id  not  apply t o  animals i n  t h e  normal procedures of 
B Company? 

A.  No, no s i r ,  i t ' s  very hard t o  hide an animal such 
as a  water  b'uffalo o r  a p i g  and they  were usua l ly  l e f t  ou t  
i n  p l a i n  view. 

Q. On t h i s  opera t ion  was t h e r e  anything s t a t e d  de- 
f i n i t e l y  about t h e  l ives tock?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. What about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s ,  were you
t o l d  t h a t  a l l  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  should be destroyed? 

A .  No, s i r ,  j u s t  a genera l  warning o r d e r  t h a t  we were 
going t o  land i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  and t h a t  it was t o  be burnt  
and the  v i l l a g e r s  were supposed t o  be moved o u t .  

Q- I thought you s a i d  they had been warned t o  move 
out before  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  they had been warned, t h a t  was supposedly--
from my understanding from Sergeant MCCLOUD. And a t  t h e  ! 

conclusion of our opera t ion  t h e  ARVN's would be moved i n  t o  
s e t  up t h e i r  base camp. 

Q. You were t o l d  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  -\ 

Q. And as  you s t a t e d ,  am I c o r r e c t ?  You were t o  
round up t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  and move them 
out? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. What procedures were you t o  follow? Who were 
you t o  t u r n  them over t o ?  

A. I had no idea ,  sir.  
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Q .  You're t h e  squad l e a d e r ,  who were you s u ~ p o s e d  
t o  t u r n  yours  ove r  t o ?  

A.  W e l l ,  when we d i d  c o l l e c t  t h e  v i l l a q e r s ,  and my 
squad g o t  t h e  group,  they  p u t  them i n  a p l a toon  p ~ o land 
moved them o u t  t o  where t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  and ARVN po l ice - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  you j u s t  passed them back 
t o  your p l a toon  l e a d e r  and he passed them back t o  t h e  company? 

! A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you normally have somebody e s c o r t  them back? 

A. Y e s  s i r ,  w e  had t h e  e n t i r e  platoon--as w e  g o t  
them w e  would p u t  them back i n  t h e  p l a toons .  

Q What were you t o l d  concerning t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  
i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y  w e  were q iven  a unit--a 
s p e c i f i c  enemy u n i t  would be i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h e r e  was no 
doubt i n  my mind t h a t  they were o u t  t h e r e ,  because we  had 
a l o t  of t roub le ,  i n  t h a t  a r e a  f o r  q u i t e  awhi le .  

Q What s i z e  f o r c e  d i d  you t h i n k  you were going t o  
encounter?  

A. A b a t t a l i o n  s i z e  f o r c e ,  s ir .  

Q D i d  t h i s  o ~ e r a t i o nappear  t o  be any d i f f e r e n t  
from any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  o r  t h e  b r i e f i n q  f o r  i t ?  

A. Nothing s i r .  

Q Nothing unusual  about t h e  b r i e f i n q  and nothing 
unusual  about  t h e  techniques  o r  t a c t i c s ?  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q =  You w e r e n ' t  any more nervous about  go ing  on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  than  you had been by go ing  on any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n ?  
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A. A little b i t  more nervous, sir. 

Why? 

A. Because of t h e  t r o u b l e  t h a t  we'd always had i n  
t h a t  a rea .  

Q Did t h e  name P i n k v i l l e  ca r ry  some meaning t o  you? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q What was t h a t  meaning? 

A. Well, it was a heavi ly  mined a r e a  and s i n c e  w e  
l o s t  t h e  major i ty  of our  people t h e r e  with mines, we were 
n a t u r a l l y  a f r a i d  of them. 

Q- What type  of c a s u a l t i e s  d i d  you expect t o  have 
down i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  mine o r  contac t?  

A.  The contac t  we were a l s o  looking t o ,  bu t  t h e  
mines were what we were r e a l l y  a f r a i d  o f .  

Q. How, can you descr ibe  t o  me as  b e s t  you can re-
c a l l  what t h e  p la toons  of t h e  company were supposed t o  do 
on landing? 

A. Upon landing  I be l i eve  my platoon had t h i s  cer -
t a i n  s e c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  it was suppose t o  c l e a r .  
When we went t o  c l e a r  t h a t  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  s t r a i g h t -
l e g  platoons-.-well, t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  r egu la r  r i f l e  platoons 
were supposed t o  a l l  have l i t t l e  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
t o  move i n t o  and secure .  And t h e  weapons platoon w a s  t o  
accompany our company CP a s  CP s e c u r i t y  a s  f a r  as  we were--

.where t h e  company CP was suppose t o  be I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- You s a i d  t o  move i n t o  a v i l l a g e ?  

A. Well, My L a i ,  s i r ,  i s  broken down i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  
s e c t i o n s .  There 'd be maybe 10 hu t s  and then  one of t h e  r i c e  
paddies--one of t h e  s o r t  of an i s l a n d  and then across  t h e  
rice paddy poss ib ly  50 t o  100 yards would be another  s e c t i o n  
and it a l l  came under My Lai .  
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Q I ' m  going t o  g ive  you a run down on t h e  map i n  
a l i t t l e  wh i l e  on what t h e  p l an  was. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  your 
unders tanding of t h e  p l an  f i r s t .  We do have a good know-
ledge  of how t h a t  a r e a  was organized  and what t h e  name of  
it i s  and s o  f o r t h .  But r i g h t  now I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what 
you mean by two s t r a i g h t - l e g  p l a toons  and your p l a t o o n ,  w h a t ' s  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ?  

A. What I meant t o  say was t h a t  we had t h r e e  r i f l e  
p l a toons  and a weapons p l a toon .  The t h r e e  r i f l e  p l a toons  
w e r e  supposed t o  move i n  t h e i r  own s e c t i o n s ,  t a k e  t h a t  and 
secu re  it. While t h e  weapons p l a toon  s t a y e d  wi th  t h e  com-
pany CP and CP s e c u r i t y  and a s  f a r  a s  I know t h e  CP would 
move w i t h  one of t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s .  

Q You remember what t h e  1st Platoon was t o  do? 

A. I d o n ' t  know which v i l l a g e  o r  which s e c t i o n  they  
were supposed t o  go i n t o .  I j u s t  know what t h e  3d P la toon  
was t o  do i n  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  and t h e  2d P la toon .  

Q What w a s  your squad supposed t o  do? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  squad w a s  suppose t o  sweep through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  wi th  t h e  command. We w e r e  supposed t o  move 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and e i t h e r  s ecu re  o r  s e a r c h ,  one o r  t h e  
o t h e r .  

COL WILSON : Give m e  t h e  Map. E x h i b i t  MAP-4. 

(LTC NOLL d i d  a s  reques ted .  ) 

Q. I want t o  be  s u r e  t h a t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  same o p e r a t i o n .  Which f i r e  base  were you on? 

A. Upt igh t .  

9. Okay, I have one o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  b e f o r e  w e  pro-
ceed t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Do you r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any w a l l e t -
s i z e  ca rd  which was publ i shed  by t h e  M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  
Command i n  Vietnam wi th  t h e  r e d  i n s i g n i a  of MACV on t h e  
f r o n t  of the card?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  W e  had a Geneva Convention 
c a r d  t h a t  w e  r ece ived .  
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Q Did you g e t  t h e  Geneva :qConvention card before  you 
l e f t  Hawaii.? 

A - Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you got t h a t  carb with you? 
& 

A. I dont. t  be l i eve  s o ,  ,s ir .  

Q Well, t h e  card t h a t  I was r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  Exhibi t  
M-2, e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules." This i s  a f acs imi le  of t h e  MACV 
card.  Would you look a t  it and s e e  i f  you have eve r  seen i t ?  

(.COL WILSON handed t h e  witness  Exhibi t  M - 2 . )  

A. I b e l i e v e  I have seen t h i s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you ever  have one? 

A. I t h i n k  s o  s i r .  I t ' s  hard t o  say ,  because th ings  
were being des t royed.  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember where you got  t h e  card?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember where I g o t  it. 

Q. The o t h e r  one i s  Exhibi t  M-3, which i s  e n t i t l e d ,  
"The Enemy I n  Your Hands." Have you e v e r  seen t h i s  card.  
I t ' s  a f acs imi le?  

CCOL WILSON handed th.e wi tness  Exh ib i t  M - 3 . )  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  card  a t  a l l ,  s ir .  

Q. You s e e  t h a t  it has some English t r a n s l a t i o n s  
on i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

LTC NOLL: One ques t ion  on o rgan iza t ion .  How was your 
platoon organized,  r egu la r  t h r e e  squads or--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No s i r ,  w e  had two squads of  machine-
guns ass igned  t o  t h e  squad. And by t h a t  t i n e  w e  had l o s t  so 
many people  o u t  of t h e  squad by t h a t  t ime.  

Q You were i n  the 3d Pla toon t h a t  w a s  o rgan ized
t h a t  way, what about t h e  2d Pla toon? Do you know? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  e n t i r e  company was organized  t h a t  
way, sir.  

\ 

COL WILSON: Was t h i s  machinegun p a r t  of your  squad o r  was 
it a t t a c h e d  t o  your squad? 

A. I t  was p a r t  of t h e  squad,  s i r .  

MR WALSH: You had two squads and a machinegun s e c t i o n ,  i s  
t h a t  what you c a l l  i t ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  t h e  machinegun was p a r t  of  t h e  squad it-
s e l f .  I t  had a machinegunner and a s s i s t a n t  gunner.  

Q I n  each of t h e  two squads? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  t h e  name of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  
t h e  p l a toon  and t h e  squad they  were i n  on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  
I n  your squad? 

A.  I n  my squad i t s e l f ,  my machinegunner was Michael 
MAHR, h i s  a s s i s t a n t  gunner w a s  George NAVARRE. Then w e  had 
Harry PARKER, Walter ASKEW and t h e  o t h e r  men I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  
sir .  

/ 

Q Were t h e s e  people  organized  i n  teams of two men 
each f o r  the  puqgose of s ea rch ing  p l a c e s  th roughout  t h e  ham-
l e t  a r e a s ?  d 

A. When w e  go t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  i t s e l f ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Could you t e l l  us-.-.I assumed t h e  a s s i s t a n t  machine-
guiiner and t h e  machinegunner worked t o g e t h e r ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  u s e d  t h e m  as s e c u r i t y .  

Q Were ASKEW and PARKER w o r k i n g  t oge the r?  Do y o u
recall? 

A .  O n  t h i s  pa r t i cu l a r  m i s s i o n  I w o r k e d  w i t h  ASKEW 
and w e  had a n e w  boy i n  our  squad. I c a n ' t  recal l  h i s  name, 
b u t  I think PARKER took h i m  around. 

Q - Does t h a t  account fo r  everybody i n  your squad n o w ?  

A. N o ,  sir, there w e r e  others t h a t  I c a n ' t  recall .  
avid SCHINDLER,  sir h e  w a s  my a s s i s t a n t  squad leader. Would 

you l i k e  fo r  m e  t o  pick o u t  the e n t i r e  squad? 

COL WILSON: Y e s .  

A. Tommy L.  BROOKS, V i n c e n t  INGALLS and Frank L .  WATTS, 
sir. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I bel ieve t h a t ' s  it, s i r .  

MR WALSH: Who did  SCHINDLER w o r k  w i t h  on t h i s  operation? 

A.  I don ' t  recall ,  s ir .  

Q. How about BROOKS, do you r e m e m b e r  w h o  he w o r k e d  
w i t h ?  

A. I believe BROOKS w a s  w i t h  ASKEW. 

Q W i t h  ASKEW? 

A .  A n d  myself, sir.  

Q. T h e  three of you stayed together? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q How about WATTS? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know who he worked w i t h ,  s i r .  

Q.  INGALLS ? 

A . .  I have no i d e a ,  s i r .  

Q Were any of  t h e s e  people  t h a t  you mentioned 
p o s s i b l y  n o t  a long  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  O r  can you r e c a l l  
a l l  of t h e s e  peop le  as be ing  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. They w e r e  a l l  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  s i r .  

MR WALSH: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

LTC NOLL: Looking back on your  expe r i ence  i n  Vietnam d i d  
you f e e l  your  t r a i n i n g  w a s  adequa te?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it could  have been b e t t e r .  

Q Judging  from t h e  morning r e p o r t  you expe r i enced  
q u i t e  a b i t  of  pe r sonne l  t u r b u l e n c e .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  ga in s  
and l o s s e s .  What about  your p a r t i c u l a r  squad? How l o n g  had 
you been a b l e  t o  work w i th  t h e s e  people?  

A.  N a t u r a l l y  w e  were i n  H a w a i i  t o g e t h e r  and w e  s t a y e d  
t o g e t h e r  u n t i l - - j u s t  a f t e r  t h a t  when t h e  squads s t a r t e d  t o  
d i s i n t e r g r a t e .  I went i n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and Vince INGALLS 
l o s t  h i s  eye .  People  go t  d i scouraged  and s t a r t e d  go ing  on 
s i c k  c a l l  and when I came back a l o t  of  t h e  peop l e  w e r e n ' t  
going back t o  t h e  f i e l d  aga in .  

Q The p e r i o d  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  now i s  a f t e r  March? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you g e t  a l o t  of new people  i n  your  squad 
a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I got--I  t h i n k  I had 
one. 

Q . J u s t  one? 
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A.  Yes, sir.  

&. I n  o t h e r  words, your squad was r a t h e r  s t a b l e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

LTC NOLL: I d o n ' t  have anything e l s e .  . 

COL WILSON: Do you r e c a l l  as  you approached your landing 
zone one of your doorgunners f i r i n g  a l o t ?  

A. yes ,  s i r ,  they were. 

Q Which l i f t  were you i n ?  D o  you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q Which a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  vee were you i n ?  

A. I dontt r e c a l l  t h a t  e i t h e r ,  s i r .  

Q Were you s i t t i n g  by one of t h e  doorgunners o r  
on t h e  inboard of t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I was t h e  l a s t  man i n  t h e  chopper, sir. 

Q- What does t h a t  mean? 

A .  I was s i t t i n g  on t h e  end. 

Q. On t h e  end? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Which door d i d  you g e t  ou t  as  you faced t h e  f r o n t  
of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. T h e  lef t -hand door.  

Q - How long had t h e  doorgunners been f i r i n g  before 
you landed? 
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A. They d i d n ' t  s t a r t  f i r i n g  u n t i l  we were p i ck ing  
up f i r e .  

Q Did you r e c e i v e  f i r e  a s  you approached? 

A. Y e s ,  s i x .  

Q - Where w a s  t h e  f i r e  coming from? 

A .  From t h e  woodline approximately 300 meters  t o  
t h e  w e s t .  

Q And do you remember-the d i r e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  nose  
of your a i r c r a f t  when you landed? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was n o r t h ,  s i r .  

Q. And t h e  f i r e  w a s  coming from t h e  wes t?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Was t h e r e  any a c t i o n  be ing  t aken  t o  n e u t r a l i z e  
t h i s  f i r e ?  

A. We had gunsh ips ,  I f o r g e t  whether t h e y  were 
t h e r e  when we a r r i v e d  o r  whether they were c a l l e d  i n ,  b u t  
t h e r e  were gunships ,  

Q Could t h i s  f i r e  have been coming from t h e  C Corn-
pany o p e r a t i o n s  over  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  about 1,000 o r  1,200 meters? 

A. Poss ib ly  could have,  s i r ,  b u t  t h e  f i r e  seemed 
very a c c u r a t e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  s i r .  We thought  it w a s  p o s s i b l y  
VC. When someone would pose a s  a  t a r g e t  w e  would g e t  s n i p e r  
f i r e  and when the t a r g e t  came down--in o t h e r  words when he  
would s t o p  posing a s  a t a r g e t  t h e n  they  would s t o p  t h e  f i r i n g .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  a e r i a l  
photo,  Exh ib i t  P--168.) 

Q . W e  are reasonably  s u r e  t h a t  you f lew over  t h e  
South China Sea and came up from t h e  south l i k e  t h i s .  
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A. When t h e  gunships s t a r t e d  t o  f i r e  we began mov-
ing and Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  So we went back i n t o  
t h e  r i c e  paddies again.  We s tayed o f f  t h e  dikes and my pla-
toon moved into--were moving up on a small  v i l l a g e  where pos-
s i b l y  a dozen h u t s  were. I th ink  we were about 50 meters 
from t h e  v i l l a g e  when we received f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s o  
we re turned  f i r e  and we got  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We rounded 
up t h e  people and put  them i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  po in t  and began 
searching f o r  a r i f l e .  We were p r e t t y  s u r e  t h e  r i f l e  was 
s t i l l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h a t  took most of t h e  day, j u s t  
t h e  searching.  Then I be l i eve  t h e  Company Commander and t h e  
CP Group moved up with us.  I t  was t h e  same t h i n g ,  j u s t  
searching f o r  t h e  r i f l e  and i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  p r i soners .  
Then we l e t  them go and we moved out  and met up with Char l i e  
Company and laagered  i n  with them. That was t h e  f i r s t  day. 
That 's a l l  t h a t  happened t h e  f i r s t  day. 

MR WALSH: Do you remember anything about t h e  l aager  a r e a  
with Char l i e  Company? 

A. It was a graveyard,  s i r .  

Q.  Was any water nearby? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir.  There was a small pagoda. 

Q . A small  pagoda? Well, o t h e r  people have mentioned 
t h a t .  

COL WILSON: Do you r e c a l l  t h e  a r e a  you searched t h i s  f i r s t  
day, was it t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. It was e i t h e r  t h e  nor th  o r  t h e  northwest s i r ,  
from where we landed. 

Q .  I see .  In  t h e  company formation was t h e  platoon 
t o  t h e  e a s t  o r  w a s  it t o  t h e  west of t h e  2d Platoon? 

A. It  w a s  t o  t h e  west ,  sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a s  you moved nor th  from your LZ you
d id  move north.  d i d n ' t  you o r  d i d  you? 
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A. The way I have it o r i e n t e d  now, s i r .  The s h i p s  
landed p o i n t i n g  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  W e  came o u t  
and broke up. W e  s t a r t e d  going up j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  ' 

up and l e f t  t o  a v i l l a g e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q You ' re t a l k i n g  about nor thwest?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  do you remember c r o s s i n g  a d i k e  of  
any s i g n i f i c a n c e ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  they  w e r e  j u s t  s m a l l ,  average d i k e s .  

MR WALSH: Do you remember going through a g a t e  on t h e  t r a i l  
where L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, s i r ,  we were s t i l l  i n  t h e  rice paddy when he  
was k i l l e d .  

Q. Were you i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  t h e  second l i f t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  I might have been 
on t h e  second,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  of t h a t .  

Q. W e r e  you nearby when L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN g o t  k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. About how f a r  away when h e  w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A. Approximately 150 meters . 
Q. W a s  th .ere  a l a r g e  number of t r o o p s  around t h e  a r e a  
where the L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: What t y p e  map d i d  you use  over  t h e r e ?  Did you 
use  1:25,000 o r  1:50,000? 

A .  I t t s  been s o  long ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. 
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Q Have you ever  seen t h i s  t h i n g  (Exhibi t  MAP-5)? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I be l i eve  t h a t  ' s  t h e  type of map, 
whehter i t ' s  1:25,000 o r  1:50,000, I d o n ' t  know. This  
is  what we used. 

Q Maybe t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  you t o  r e c a l l .  T h a t ' s  t h a t  
graveyard that  shows up on t h i s  one here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. Then we must' t o  have landed i n  here  s i r  ( ind ica t ing)  . 
(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  t o  Exhib i t  MAP-

5.1 

Q. You say your p la toon moved towards t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Do you remember any of t h e s e  l i t t l e  houses around here? Does 
t h i s  b r i n g  anything t o  mind us ing  t h a t  i n  conjunction--

A. ( In terpos ing) ,  I ' m  not  s u r e ,  s i r ,  as c l o s e  a s  
I can g e t ,  the 2d Platoon was moving i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  and 
we were moving and went up i n t o  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q- You're po in t ing  t o  My Lai (5). Well, l e t  me 
do t h i s .  Give m e  those photographs. 

(The RCDR d i d  a s  reques ted . )  

Q =  I am going t o  t u r n  t o  some photographs here and 
i f  you se,e any t h a t  you recognize,  e i t h e r  t h e  people o r  t h e  
p lace ,  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  s t o p  me. Photograph Exhibi t  
P-20? 

A. I recognize t h e  man. 

Q. Who is t h e  man w i t h  t h e  pole? 

A. HOUGHTON ,' sir  . 
Q. Who i s  t h e  man bending over? 

I d o n b t  recognize h i m .  

Q The man w i t h  t h e  helmet on t h e  extreme r i g h t ?  
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A .  It looks  l i k e  Don HOOTON. But it c a n ' t  be,  h e  
was i n  t h e  1st P la toon .  

Q How about  t h e s e  two men s t and ing  about  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  he re?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q - Do you know where t h a t  l o c a t i o n  i s ,  t h a t  p l ace?  

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Where i s  i t ?  

A. That  w a s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  w e  went  i n t o .  
t 

Q. That was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you went i n t o ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  That  's t h e  CP Group. HOUGHTON was a 
member of t h e  weapons p l a t o o n ,  CP s e c u r i t y .  

MR WALSH: You s a i d  t h e  v i l l a g e  you went i n t o .  You mean 
t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  o r  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you searched  as 
you g o t  o u t  of t h e  choppers and moved no r th?  

A. That  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  w e  a s s a u l t e d .  

Q You s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  a whi le  I t a k e  i t ?  

A .  W e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  a l l  day ,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: Well ,  how f a r  is  t h i s  from where L ieu tenan t  
COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A. 200, p o s s i b l y  250 mete r s ,  maybe 300 w e s t .  

Q. West? 

A. W e s t  . 
MR WALSH: You remember a chopper b r i n g i n g  i n  a photographer  
i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. N O ,  sir .  
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Q Do you remember s e e i n g  a photographer  t h a t  day
around? 

A. Not that day a t  a l l ,  sir.  

COL WILSON: Have you e v e r  s een  t h e s e  two people  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  r e a r  , (.Exh.ibit P-20) . The one wi th  t h e  .he lmet  on 
and t h e  one with. t h e  helmet o f f  s t a n d i n g  by ,  t a l k i n g  t o  
t h i s  woman and looking  down a t  t h e  ground?. 

A. T h a t ' s  a poor photo,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  d i s t i n g u i s h  i t .  

Q - E x h i b i t  P-20 i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  your p l a toon
moved i n t o  t h e  f i r s t - -

A. ( . In te rpos ing)  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  of  it s i r ,  because 
I recognize  t h a t  hootch.  

Q. You recognize  t h a t  hootch? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q . Were th.e r e s t  of t h e  hootches  i n  th.e v i l l a g e  
s imi l i a r  t o  t h i s ?  . 
A .  No,, sir. 

Q Did you have m o r e  permanent s t r u c t u r e s ?  

A. I remember t h a t ,  because someone w a s  chopping it 
down. Someone found a k n i f e  and they  were chopping i t  down. 

Q - Found a what? A machete? 

A. Not q u i t e  a machete,  b u t  something f o r  c u t t i n g .  

Q - You're t a l k i n g  about some U . S .  s o l d i e r  who was c u t t -
i n g  it down? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. How about  E x h i b i t  P-21? 
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Q 
k n o w  him? 

It  looks l i k e  M r .  J O H N S O N ' S  interpreter .  

Who i s  M r .  JOHNSON? 

M r .  JOHNSON w a s  the M I  t h a t  w a s  o u t  there. 

D o  you recognize t h i s  person here? 

I recognize h i m  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  k n o w  h i s  n a m e .  

How d id  you r e m e m b e r  J O H N S O N ' S  n a m e ?  D i d  you 

Y e s ,  sir. 

Do you k n o w  the name of t h a t  in te rpre te r?  

NO, sir.  

D o  you recognize anybody else i n  t h a t ?  

J u s t  the G I ' s  face and I d o n ' t  r eca l l  h i s  n a m e ,  sir. 

E x h i b i t  P - 2 2 ?  

That 's  M r .  JOHNSON and h i s  in t e rp re te r ,  sir.  

T h i s  i s  J O H N S O N ,  here? 

Y e s ,  s i r .  

Do you remeher t h i s  loca t ion?  . 

A. NO, sir. 

Q Y o u  r e m e m b e r  the o l d  m a n ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  r eca l l  h i m  e i ther,  the  old m a n .  

Q Y o u  s a w  M r .  JOHNSON there t h a t  day t h e n ,  is t h a t  
correct? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q Did you see  him when he came i n ?  Do you know 
how he go t  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know how. I f  he  came--when 
he came up wi th  o u r  p l a toon  he w a s  wi th  t h e  CP group.  I 
b e l i e v e  h e  came up wi th  t h e  company commander. 

Q Do you know how long he  s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  company? 

A NO,  sir.  

Q E x h i b i t  P-23? 

A .  That  i s  Captain MICHLES. I remember t h i s  man 
(po in t ing  t o  t h e  U.S. s t a n d i n g  t o  t h e  r i g h t )  . I w a s  i n  t h e  
h o s p t i a l  w i th  him, b u t  I c a n ' t  recall h i s  name. 

Q Which man are you t a l k i n g  about?  

A.  Th is  man, sir. 

Q The man on t h e  extreme r i g h t  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s m i t t e r  
on h i s  pack. 

MR WALSH: W a s  he an RTO? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he w a s  p a r t  of t h e  weapons p l a t o o n ,  s ir ,  
b u t  the weapons p l a t o o n  and t h e  CP group moved t o g e t h e r  so 
much t h a t  t h e y  s t a r t e d  t a k i n g  ove r  f u n c t i o n s  as a CP group,  
and h e ' d  been c a r r y i n g  t h e  r a d i o .  I t h i n k  h e  w a s  c a r r y i n g  
t h e  r a d i o  when h e  w a s  here. 

Q Would it be COVINGTON? 

A. No s i r ,  I know t h e  man's name. I f  I could  s e e  
t h e  company r o s t e r  I c o u l d ' t e l l .  MERCER, sir.  

Q. MERCER and what w a s  h i s  job? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  A s  I s a y ,  he w a s  p a r t  of t h e  weapons p l a t o o n ,  
b u t  h e  had been c a r r y i n g  t h e  weapons f o r  t h e  CO. 

Q. Do you recognize  any Vietnamese i n  t h i s  photograph? 
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A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q . DO you know i f  h e  a c t e d  a s  an FO f o r  t h e  8 1  mortar?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he d i d .  

Q Do you recognize  any of t h o s e  p i c t u r e s ?  

A. I t  looks  l i k e  a man named Larry  HATCH, I can ' t  
be s u r e  s i r ,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r  two I c a n ' t  seem t o  remember. 

Q. You t h i n k  t h i s  man i n  t h e  f r o n t  l e f t  i s  Larry  HATCH? 

A. I wouldn ' t  swear by it, bu t  it looks  somewhat 
l i k e  him. 

Q E x h i b i t  P-28, does t h i s  a r e a  look f a m i l i a r  t o  
you i n  any way? 

(Negative response by t h e  w i t n e s s .  ) 

E x h i b l t  P-28, c o l o r  photo ,  you s e e  some wa te r  
back he re  i n  t h e  back? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Very b r igh t - - . i t  ' s  probably sand h e r e .  

A .  T h a t ' s  a graveyard,  s i r .  

Q And a couple  of roads ,  smal l  v i l l a g e  probably 
a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  h e r e .  D o  you recognize  t h i s  graveyard? 

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q You recognize  anyth ing  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q Do you know what r i v e r  t h i s  i s ,  you can on ly  see 
a s m a l l  p a r t  of i t ?  

A .  I imagine i t r s  t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  s e p a r a t e s  P i n k v i l l e  
from t h e  mainland o r  one v i l l a g e  from t h e  mainland. 

(BRADDOCK) 24 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-217 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

Q Then you t h i n k  y o u ' r e  looking  e a s t ?  

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q 9 I n s t e a d  of n o r t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You g o t  two bodies  of water. 

MR WALSH: Can you t e l l  us i f  t h a t  ' s  t h e  graveyard t h a t  you 
remember from t h e  l a a g e r  area o r  i s  it n o t  t h e  graveyard you 
remember from t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I can remember sir, i s  
it looks l i k e  t h e r e ' s  a pagoda h e r e  and t h a t ' s  about  it. 

Q Was t h e  pagoda i n  t h e  middle of  a graveyard? 

A. No, s i r ,  it w a s  on t h e  edge of  t h e  graveyard ,  I ' d  
say  t h e  sou the rn  edge.  

Q I f  you landed somewhere i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  ( p o i n t i n g  
t o  t h e  sou th  of 521) , and you move no r thwes t ,  you have t o  
c r o s s  t h i s  road?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember c r o s s i n g  it, s i r .  

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about a t r a i l  now. I 'm n o t  really 
t a l k i n g  about  a road .  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  a t r a i l - - . a  w e l l  used t r a i l .  

Q. T h a t ' s  what w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  

A. I t  s k i r t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I ,b e l i e v e .  

Q =  Now, where L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  h e  w a s  
a c r o s s  t h e  t r a i l ,  he had t o  be  a c r o s s  t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  
about  a macadam road ,  b u t  a d i r t  s u r f a c e d  road and t h e r e  w a s  
a g a t e  h e r e ,  that seemed t o  be f a i r l y  c l e a r  i n  some p e o p l e ' s  
minds. Reasonably n e a r  where h e  w a s  wounded, you may n o t  
have seen  t h e  g a t e ?  
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A. They were e i t h e r  approaching t h e  q a t e  o r  they  
had -just gone tlu-ough it. It was i n  a l i t t l e  open a r e a  
when the booby t r a p  went o f f ,  they were moving i n t o  t l ~ e  
woodland. 

Q What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  do is  fix--we would l i k e  t o  
t r y  t o  determine which--in someway, which of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  
you moved i n t o ?  

A. I f  you p i c k  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN 
w a s  k i l l e d  i n  s i r ,  t h e n  I can p ick  it. 

Q According t o  ou r  in format ion  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN 
wasn ' t  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  he was k i l l e d - -

A. ( In t e rpos ing )  A s  we were approaching t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. I t ' s  g e n e r a l l y  somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
r i g h t ?  

A. W e l l ,  i f  he w a s  k i l l e d  h e r e ,  s i r ,  t h e n  w e  were i n  
he re .  We were moving up t h i s  way. 

Q . You mean t h i s  is  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about?  

A. p o s s i b l y .  

MR WALSH: And you s t a y e d  t h e r e  a l l  day? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you l a a g e r  t h e r e  o r  d i d  you move o u t  t o  
l a a g e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  we moved j u s t  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  and everyone 
w a s  very s u r p r i s e d ,  because we moved j u s t  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  
and dug i n .  

Q. Then do you remember t h i s  r i v e r ?  

A ,  N o ,  I d o n ' t  remember i t r  sir.  I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  
it wasn' t  t h e r e .  I ' m  s ay ing  I d o n ' t  recal l .  
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Q How l a r g e  was t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  Was it about t h i s  
s i z e ?  

A. I t  seemed t o  be about one dozen h u t s .  

COL WILSON: I th ink  t h i s  i s  good enough t o  pu t  down. L e t ' s  
put  down t h e  LZ generally-we'l l  make p o i n t  1 t h e  LZ. Now 
what we want t o  determine is  t h e  movements of t h e  squad o r  
t h e  p la toon,  and I t h i n k  we'd b e t t e r  s t i c k  t o  t h e  squad b a s i s .  
Were you wi th  t h e  platoon t h e  e n t i r e  day? 

(The witness  annotated ~ x h i b i tP-168, which was 
Later  en te red  i n t o  evidence as Exhibi t  P-190.) 

A. J u s t  when we were searching ,  sir. I n  o the r  
words, we were a11 spread ou t  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Now t h a t ' s  po in t  2 t h a t  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  
What happened a t  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Before we reached t h e  v i l l a g e  we got  s n i p e r  
f i r e  coming from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s o  we re turned  f i r e  and 
proceeded t o  move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We got  t h e  people 
r i g h t  away and s t a r t e d  searching f o r  t h e  r i f l e .  

Q. S t a r t  searching  f o r  what r i f l e ?  

A. By our way of th ink ing  s i r ,  i f  t h e r e  was f i r e  
coming out  of the v i l l a g e  t h e r e  w a s  probably a r i f l e  i n  
the v i l l a g e .  I t  d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  he could sneak o u t  of 
the  back of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  way it w a s  open. 

8 You a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  when you landed you were 
rece iv ing  f i r e  and you s a i d  you were r ece iv ing  it from 
a t r e e  l i n e ?  

- A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. And t h e  t r e e  l i n e  was t o  t h e  west of t h e  LZ? 

A. ' Yes, s i r .  

Q. I t h i n k  you s a i d  300 meters d i d n ' t  you? 
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A. I t  seemed- about 300 me te r s ,  approximately 300 meters 
w e s t .  

Q Now a t  p o i n t  2 ,  d i d  you r e c e i v e  your s n i p e r  f i r e  
b e f o r e  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN h i t  t h a t  mine? 

A. No, s i r ,  a f t e r  he h i t  t h e  mine. 

Q .  Now l e t ' s  p u t  p o i n t  2 ,  "Received r i f l e  from t h e  
v i l l a g e .  " 

A. We w e r e n ' t  s ea rch ing  t h e  e n t i r e  day ,  j u s t  s loughing  
o f f ,  and bumping around,  and s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  trees. M r .  JOHNSON 
and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  people .  

Q .  W e  a r e  s t i l l  on p o i n t  2 .  "Joined by Lieu tenant  
JOHNSON. " How many people  do you e s t i m a t e  he i n t e r r o g a t e d  a t  
t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know sir .  I ' d  walk by and h e ' d  be  i n t e r o -
g a t i n g ,  I d o n ' t  how many h e  w a s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  somebody. 
Then I would go o u t  i n  t h e  back of t h e  v i l l a g e  and s t a y  
back t h e r e  f o r  awhi le ,  t h e n  come back a g a i n .  He might be  
i n t e r r o g a t i n g ,  I d o n ' t  how many he was i n t e r r o g a t i n g .  

COL WILSON: Po in t  1, on t h e  photo map d e s i g n a t e s  t h e  LZ 
p la toon  r ece ived  r i f l e  f i r e  approximately 300 meters  t o  t h e  
w e s t .  P la toon  moved t o  t h e  n o r t h  nor thwes t  t o  a v i l l a g e  
des igna t ed  as  p o i n t  2 .  Received r i f l e  f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Searched t h e  v i l l a g e .  Jo ined  by L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON who in-
t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  And you remained a t  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
a l l  day? 

A. Yes , s i r .  

Q .  You remember what t ime you depar ted?  

A. Poss ib ly  1630 o r  somewhere i n  t h a t  a r e a  I b e l i e v e ,  
s i r  about 1630 i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  

Q .  And you moved how f a r ?  

A .  J u s t  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e ,  no more than  say  150  meters .  
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Q Which d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. North s i r ,  o r  n o r t h e a s t .  

Q Were you i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies  aga in  o r  were you i n  
a v i l l a g e  complex, o r  what? 

A .  No, s i r ,  w e  swung out-.-we went o u t  q u i t e  aways and 
secured.  W e  w e r e  i n  t h e  rice paddies ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  w e  drew 
back--they w e r e  r i c e  paddies ,  bu t  they  were dry .  

Q You w e r e n F t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  complex? You weren ' t  
near  a bunch of houses? 

A .  No, s i r ,  w e  w e r e  very c l o s e  t o  t h e  houses. 

LTC NOLL: Did you and C Company e v e r  jo in  i n  a n i g h t  defens ive  
p o s i t i o n ,  i n  o t h e r  words, w e r e  you t i e d - i n  wi th  one another?  

A .  yes s i r ,  we w e r e .  

Q Was your platoon i n  con tac t  wi th  C Company? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  w e  had them t i e d - i n ,  a s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t  
I t h i n k  w e  w e r e ,  because one of t h e i r  N C O ' s  came over  and 
t a l k e d  t o  m e .  

Q Were you on the per imeter  of the p la toon  t h a t  n i g h t .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember which d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  per imeter  
your p la toon  w a s  f ac ing  on s e c u r i t y ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  had the e a s t e r l y  s e c t i o n .  

Q Were you secur ing  from the e a s t  o r  w e r e  you f ac ing  
t h e  e a s t ?  

A .  W e  w e r e  f ac ing  t h e  east. 

3. W e l l ,  i t ' s  almost t h e  same t h i n g .  I f  you s a i d  
you moved 100 o r  150 meters n o r t h e a s t  from p o i n t  2 ,  t h a t  would 
pu t  you about r i g h t  ou t  i n  here ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

29 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-217 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A. One t h i n g  I do remember about t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  
sir ,  w a s  t h e  pagoda. 

Q While he is drawing t h a t ,  l e t  me go over t h e  morning 
r e p o r t  f o r  1 6  March t o  r e f r e s h  your memory a l i t t l e  b i t .  
There were s e v e r a l  c a s u a l t i e s  on t h e  16 th ,  Lieutenant  COCHRAN, 
WILBURN, and CANTU, HITCHMAN, TRAVERSA, SHIFLEY, HOSKINS and 
GUNTA. A l l  of these  people were no t  wounded a t  t h e  same 
time t h a t  Lieutenant  JOCHRAN was k i l l e d ,  b u t  they  were wounded 
t h a t  day. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A .  I th ink  I r e c a l l .  That was a f t e r  they  moved i n  t h e  
wood l i n e ,  I be l i eve .  

Q = Okay, p o i n t  3 .  Night defensive p o s i t i o n s  16 March. 

MR WALSH: When you were i n  the l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t  did 
you s e e  any National  Po l i ce  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  p r i soners?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  even remember see ing  National 
Po l i ce  i n  t h e  l aager  p o s i t i o n .  

Q Did you s e e  a cap ta in  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any de ta inees?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q.  Did you know o r  d i d  you s e e  a b i g  cap ta in  t h a t  
was a sharp  d r e s s e r ?  He wore a p i s t o l  and a b i g  Bowie k n i f e .  

A. No, sir,  I d o n k t  remember see ing  him a t  a l l  during 
t h e  e n t i r e  mission. 

Q Did you ever  hear  anything about any de ta inees  being
s h o t  e i t h e r  National Pol ice  o r  anybody e l s e  i n  t h e  l aager  a rea ,  
a t  t h a t  time? 

A .  No sir, as a mat ter  of f a c t  I heard no s h o t s  a t  a l l .  

Q - Did you ever  hear  anything about a U.S. cap ta in  cut-
t i n g  t h e  f i n g e r  o f f  a VC suspect  i n  t h e  l aager  a r e a  t h a t  
n igh t?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q Is t h e r e  any th ing  else t h a t  happened d u r i n g  t h e  
f i r s t  day of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  your  mind? 
That  you t h i n k  would be  a t  a l l  h e l p f u l  t o  u s ?  

A.  W e l l ,  when w e  were t y i n g - i n  I w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  t h a t  
NCO from C h a r l i e  Company and I w a s  a s k i n g  him i f  t h e y  took  
many c a s u a l t i e s .  I f o r g e t  h i s  answer. Then I asked him i f  
t hey  k i l l e d  anybody t h a t  day and he  s a i d  t h e y  k i l l e d  34. 

Q K i l l e d  how many? 

A. T h i r t y - . £o u r .  

Q Did h e  say whether  t h e y  w e r e  VC o r  women and 
c h i l d r e n ,  or any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q. H e  j u s t  t o l d  you t h a t  t hey  k i l l e d  34? 

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember what h i s  name was? 

A. N o ,  sir .  I t h i n k  h e  w a s  a heavy se t  boy w i t h  a 
hand lebar .  

Q. By t h e  hand l eba r  you mean mustache? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q You remember i f  h e  w a s  a b l a c k  s o l d i e r  o r  Cauc-
a s i a n ?  

A. H e  w a s  a Caucasian.  

Q You remember what h i s  grade  was? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he  was an E-5.  

(1. Other  t h a n  that  you d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
t h e  f i r s t  day ,  of any th ing  o u t  of t h e  o r d i n a r y  t h a t  might  be 
h e l p f u l  t o  us  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. NO, sir. 
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LTC NOLL: Did it seem t o  you t h a t  you completed your m i s -
s i o n  f o r  t h i s  f i r s t  day. I n  o t h e r  words, you on ly  searched  
one v i l l a g e ?  Did you expec t  t o  do more than  t h a t  when you 
went o u t  t h e r e ?  

A .  N O ,  s ir .  

Q This  w a s  j u s t  e x a c t l y  what you were expected t o  do? 

A .  Y e s ,  slr. 

COL WILSON: Did you burn any v i l l a g e s  t h a t  day? That  v i l l a g e  
you were i n ,  w a s  t h a t  des t royed?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r . '  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t  I ' m  
p r e t t y  s u r e  it w a s n ' t .  W e  w e r e  s o  c l o s e  b e f o r e ,  we s e t t l e d  
down f o r  the night-.-.there were people  going back i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  t o  g e t  s t r a w  t o  l a y  on t h e  ground s o  we would have 
something t o  l a y  on. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  17 th .  What happened 
t h e  fo l lowing  morning? 

A. W e l l ,  we s t a r t e d  out-.-I d o n ' t  know what t ime we 
s t a r t e d  out--we were moving p r e t t y  slowly--we were on a 
main t r a i l  and-.-. 

MR WALSH: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What w a s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  
company a s  you moved? Do you remember? 

A. I r e a l l y  don ' t  know, s i r .  

Q. You remember i f  you were a t  t h e  'head of t h e  
column o r  i n  t h e  r e a r  or-.-. 

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When we g o t  h i t ,  w e  g o t  h i t  a t  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  my p l a toon  w a s  second. 

Q. There w a s  one p l a toon  i n  f r o n t  of you? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  2d P la toon .  . 

Q. Was t h e  CP group i n  f r o n t  of you? 

A ,  NO, s ir .  

Q You s a i d  t h e  1st  P la toon  w a s  i n  f r o n t  of  you--was 
t h e  1st Platoon--do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  them on t h e  f i r s t  day? 
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A. When we s t a r t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  f i r e .  

Q - Where were you a t  t h a t  p o i n t ?  Were you on the 
br idge?  

A. No, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  we were winding around and 
w e  were walking down a t r a i l  headed towards t h e  b r idge .  We 
were i n  an a r e a  i n  t h e r e  I t h i n k ,  about  50 meters .  We were 
on t h e  r i v e r  i t s e l f  and 50 meters  more we would have been a t  
t h e  br idge .  

Q Could you s e e  people  on t h e  b r idge?  

A. No, sir.  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  w a s  t he  element t h a t  was r e c e i v i n g  t h e  
f i r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e  o r  was it on your s i d e  
of  t h e  b r idge?  

A. They w e r e  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  b r i d g e ,  because 
when we s t a r t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  f i r e  t h a t ' s  when everybody was i n  
p o s i t i o n  g e t t i n g  ready t o  f i r e  and I saw, I t h i n k  it was TAY-
LOR, t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o f f  t h e  b r idge  and they  were f i r i n g .  

Q. And you could see TAYLOR on t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  a t  t h a t  t ime I could.  

Q. Did you see anybody bes ides  TAYLOR on t h e  b r idge?  

A.  W e l l ,  t h e  p l a toon  was s t r e t c h e d  o u t  a long  t h e  
b r idge  and he w a s  i n i t i a l  p o i n t  man. 

Q. Okay, then  what happened when you noted them re-
c e i v i n g  f i r e ?  

A. I c a l l e d  my machinegunner up and we  w e r e  watching 
t h e  people  over  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Could you s e e  t h e  people?  

A. Y e s ,  t hey  w e r e  scampering around over  t h e r e .  

Q On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  water?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q A l o t  of  them? 

A .  It looked l i k e  q u i t e  a few, s i r ,  b u t  it w a s  ha rd  
t o  t e l l ,  because they  ducked behind t h e  brush.  

Was t h e r e  a l o t  of  f i r i n g  going on? 

A. They p u t  up a real  heavy volume. It s u r p r i s e d  us  
a l l  concerning t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h e  men were i n  t hey  d i d n ' t  g e t  
h i t .  

COL WILSON: Who p u t  o u t  a heavy volume? 

A. T h e  f i r e  t h a t  w a s  coming from t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  very 
heavy. I t  w a s  automat ic  weapons f i r e  . 
MR WALSH: From th.e v i l l a g e  and d i r e c t e d  t o  you? 

A. A t  the people  on t h e  b r idge .  

Q But you w e r e n ' t  r e c e i v i n g  any f i r e ?  

A .  No, s ir .  

Q Okay, were you r e t u r n i n g  f i r e  o r  f i r i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  
river? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q Now how long d i d  t h i s  keep? , 

A .  This  was a very s h o r t  pe r iod  of t i m e ,  t h e  b u r s t  
l a s t e d ,  I ' d  say  no more than  2 minutes and t h e n  when we , s t a r t e d  
moving aga in .  W e  heard  t h e  explos ion  and t h e  word came back 
that TAYLOR had h i s  f o o t  blown o f f  and t h e n  w e  pushed r a p i d l y  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Had you c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q. Were you t h e  l a s t  p la toon  t o  c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ?  
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A. N O ,  s i r ,  t h e  2d Platoon--no s i r ,  we were t h e  l a s t  
p l a t o o n ,  they  h e l d  us back t o  s ecu re  t h e  o t h e r  end of t h e  
b r i d g e  whi le  t h e  2d Pla toon and t h e  CP group and t h e  weapons 
p la toon  went a c r o s s .  

Q How long d i d  you s t a y  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
b r i d g e  p u l l i n g  s e c u r i t y ?  

A. My guess  would be  about an hour ,  s i r .  ' 

Q Could you hea r  any f i r i n g  from acrois  t h e  b r i d g e  
whi le  you w e r e  t h e  s e c u r i t y  element on t h e  wes t  s i d e  o f  t h e  
b r idge?  

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q I t  was q u i e t e r  over  t h e r e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Okay, now what happened when you c ros sed  t h e  b r idge?  

A. When w e  g o t  a c r o s s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I s a w  w a s  TAY-
LOR'S  f o o t .  It  w a s  l a y i n g  on t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  t r a i l .  We 
went i n  and t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  d e s e r t e d  and we were t o l d  t o  head 
sou th .  W e  went down south  f o r  about  2 0 0  meters .  

Q J u s t  a minute ,  d i d  you see a medevac s h i p  come i n  
t o  g e t  TAYLOR? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Was t h a t  be fo re  you c ros sed  the b r i d g e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q About how long  a f t e r  t h e  medevac s h i p  went o u t  d i d  
you c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. Forty-.five minutes I b e l i e v e ,  s ir .  

Q Did you s e e  t h e  o t h e r  p l a toons  when you g o t  a c r o s s  
t h e  b r idge?  

A. W e  s a w  t h e  weapons p l a t o o n ,  s i r .  

Q That 's  a l l ?  
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A. They w e r e  s e c u r i n g  t h e  o t h e r  end of  t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q. T h e  1st and 2d P l a toons  w e r e  a l r e a d y  moving o u t  o f  
t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What o r d e r s  d i d  you g e t  a t  t h e  t i m e  and from whom? 

A. W e  w e r e  to-- the a c t i n g  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  Se rgean t  
MCCLOUD had us s t a r t  moving sou th .  W e  went down abou t  200 
meters and checked t h e  houses .  H e  w a s  a l i t t l e  a f r a i d  t o  walk 
f u r t h e r ,  because  t hey  had mines a l l  o v e r  t h e r e .  

Q Were t h e  houses  about  200 meters s o u t h  o f  t h e  
b r i d g e ?  

A .  No, s i r .  The houses were--there w e r e  houses as 
soon as w e  g o t  a c r o s s  t h e  br idge-- they w e r e  extended--not 
l i k e  a t y p i c a l  v i l l a g e  where they  w e r e  packed c l o s e  t o g e t h e r .  
These were sp read  o u t  and t hey  w e r e  sp r ead  o u t  q u i t e  a b i t ,  
s o  w e  d i d n ' t  even b o t h e r  checking a l l  t h e  way i n t o  t h e  houses .  
W e  came around back t o  t h e  b r i d g e  aga in  and t h e n  w e  s t a y e d  
t h e r e  u n t i l  da rk .  Then t h e  weapons p l a t o o n  moved o u t  and 
w e  se t  up an ambush a t  t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q So you d i d n ' t  go sou th  d u r i n g  t h e  day a t  a l l ?  

A.  J u s t  t h a t  200 meters o r  s o .  

Q. Were a l l  t h e  hoo tches  burned? 

A. NO , sir.  

Q Before  you went sou th  t h a t  day? 

A.  No, sir.  

Q They w e r e  s t i l l  unburned? 

A. They w e r e  s t i l l  unburned. Some of  the p o t s  had 
been k i cked  o v e r ,  e t  cetera, b u t  n o t h i n g  e l s e .  

Q. Did you see anybody? 

A. Once, s ir .  

Q. VC o r  c i v i l i a n ?  
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A .  W e  saw--we were checking o u t  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  a m -
bush and w e  were up i n  t h e  sand and we found a woman up t h e r e .  
She'd been dead a l l  day and t h a t  w a s  t h e  only  t h i n g  I saw. 

Q Did she  have any c l o t h e s  on? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  When t h e  men came up they  had some new 
people  t h a t  had never  seen  bodies  and wanted t o  go up and s e e .  
They were t a l k i n g  about  it and w e  decided t h a t  s h e  had a b i g  
gaping h o l e  i n  h e r  neck,  it w a s  from a r e g u l a r  weapon. But 
it was no th ing  w e  c a r r i e d  s o  we thought  it might have been 
a h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q Mow, wh i l e  you were on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
b r i d g e  d i d  you see any gunships making any runs?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q From what d i r e c t i o n  d i d  t hey  come and how many runs  
d i d  t hey  make? 

A. I t h i n k  they  came from t h e  w e s t ,  s i r ,  and i t ' s  ha rd  
t o  t e l l  t h e n ,  because t h e  s h i p s  come i n  s e p a r a t e l y .  

Q. Did they  come over  your head? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q They w e r e  coming from the w e s t  and where w e r e  t hey  
f i r i n g ?  

A .  They w e r e  f i r i n g  a t  t h e  bank s i r ,  a long  t h e  r i v e r ,  
b u t  t h e  f i r i n g  w a s  coming from the bank i t s e l f - - t h e  enemy and 
they  were f i r i n g  i n t o  the bank and r i g h t  a long  t h e  beach it-
s e l f .  

Q Was it j u s t  t o  t h e  sou th  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  o r  j u s t  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  of the b r i d g e ,  do you recall t h a t ?  

A .  When I saw t h e m  f i r i n g  they  were f i r i n g  j u s t  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  of the b r i d g e .  

9 .  J u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of the b r idge?  How many h e l i -
c o p t e r s  and how many gunruns d i d  t h e y  make, you remember? 

A. I donqt remember t h e  gunruns ,  b u t  t h e y  u s u a l l y  f lew 
i n  groups of t w o ' s  and t h r e e ' s .  

Q You d o n ' t  rememher whether  t h e r e  were two o r  t h r e e ?  

[BRADDOCK] 37 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-217 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A. No, s i r .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember how many runs they  made? 

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q Was it over p r e t t y  quick? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e  whole t h i n g  was over - - i t  seemed l i k e  
it was j u s t  s t a r t e d  and then  it was over .  

COL WILSON: L e t t s  s t a r t  g e t t i n g  t h i s  down. Moving t o  t h e  
bridge--what rou te  d i d  you follow when you came down? 

A. I b e l i e v e  we h i t  t h e  , t r a i l ,  s i r ,  and followed t h e  
t r a i l  a l l  t h e  way down. 

Q This  i s  what you des ignate  a s  po in t  4 .  What hap-
pened the re?  

A. While the p o i n t  team was s t i l l  on t h e  br idge  we 
received a  heavy volume of f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  banks 
along t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did t h e  p o i n t  team o r  you rece ive  i t ?  

A.  T h e  p o i n t  team, t h e  people t h a t  were on t h e  br idge 
a t  t h e  t i m e .  

LTC NOLL: Would t h i s  be i n  t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

COL WILSON: You were on t h e  br idge? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. You rece ived  a heavy volume of f i r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  very heavy. 

Q You observed t h i s ?  

A .  Well, we couiii hear  t h e  b u l l e t s  cracking and s e e  
t h e  t r a c e r s .  

Q . A t  t h i s  po in t  what e l s e  happened? You mentioned 
t h a t  TAYLOR was wounded. Was t h i s  a f t e r  t h e  f i x e  s t a r t e d ?  
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A. It w a s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r e  had ceased,  s i r ,  when we 
s t a r t e d  moving o f f  t h e  br idge again.  

Q Okay, l e t ' s  j u s t  put  it a t  t h i s  p o i n t  4 .  TAYLOR 
wounded a f t e r  t h e  f i r e  ceased. He was wounded on t h e  br idge?  

A .  NO,  six. He w a s  off  t h e  br idge .  

Q. H e  w a s  of f  t h e  br idge?  \ 

(No response.  ) 

LTC NOLL : He was on the east s i d e  of t h e  br idge?  

Y e s ,  s i r ,  he had j u s t  ~ t e p p e d ~ o f f .  

MR WALSH: You c l e a r l y  remember see ing  TAYLOR run across  t h e  
br idge b e f o r e  he h i t  the  booby t r a p ?  

Y e s ,  sir. 

You d idnt . t  see anybody except  TAYLOR? 

A. W e l l ,  TAYLOR w a s  t h e  only one t h a t  I could p ick  o u t  
of the group. He w a s  a b i g  man. 

1 

LTC NOLL: Af te r  t h e  f i r e  had ceased? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: IS t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  occurred h e r e  where 
TAYLOR got  wounded before  the gunships came i n ?  

A, Y e s ,  t h e  medevac. 

Q- The medevac picked him up. How long a f t e r  he w a s  
wounded? 

A. Poss ib ly  15 minutes. 

COL WILSON; Put  naedevac on p o i n t  4 too .  

CLTC NOLL d i d  a s  requested.  l 

okay,  the next  t h i n g  was the gunrun? 
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A. No, s ir .  The gunrun came before t h e  medevac I 
be l ieve .  

Q - The gunrun d id  come before  t h e  medevac? 

A. I t h i n k  so .  

Q. The gunrun i s  over here .  So w e ' l l  have t o  put t h i s  
as  another  p o i n t .  

(LTC NOLL i nd ica ted  po in t  5 as  requested by COL 
WILSON. ) 

Q Now a t  po in t  5 .  Where,would you say t h e  impact 
a rea  w a s  from t h e  gunrun? 

A. When we got  o f f  t h e  br idge  we had t h e  palm t r e e s .  
And r i g h t  as we were g e t t i n g  from under t h e  t r e e s  they were 
blown o f f  t h e i r  base with rockets .  I 'd say r i g h t  about t h e  
end of t h e  b r idge ,  t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of t h e  br idge  o r  i n  t h a t  
immediate a r e a ,  around t h e  br idge .  

Q Well, wasn ' t  t h a t  very c l o s e  t o  where TAYLOR was? 

A. Yes sir.  We were along t h e  r i v e r  r i g h t  down i n  
here--the sh ips  were coming very low. 

Q This  i s  Exhibi t  P-185. 

A. They were coming very low over us and firing down--
t h e r e  i s n ' t  much e l s e  they can do, because people had been 
down on t h e  br idge anyway and t h e  impact a r e a  was r i g h t  i n  
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ] .  Then t h e  f i r i n g  ceased and we went across  
t h e  br idge  and then TAYLOR l o s t  h i s  f o o t .  

Q So a c t u a l l y ,  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of f l i g h t  was over  your 
head and the impact a rea  was genera l ly  over  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember how many? 

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q .  Had t h e  f i r i n g  from t h e  v i l l a g e  stopped before  t h e  
gun passes  were--
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( . Interposing)  N o ,  s i r .  

Q Kind of su rp r i sed  about t h a t ,  t h e  f i r i n g  j u s t  
s t a r t e d  and it seems t h e  gunships a r e  making a run a l ready.  
id it s t o p  a f t e r  t h e  gunships made t h e i r  run? 

A. Yes, sir ,  it usual ly  does. 

Q - Were they f i r i n g  miniguns? 

A. The gunships,  s i r ?  Yes, they were f i r i n g  rockets  
and miniguns. 

Q Rockets and miniguns? Okay, put  t h a t  down. Rockets 
and minigun f i r e .  

A. And t h e  door gunners were f i r i n g  t h e  machineguns. 

Q Did it seem t o  be a very e f f e c t i v e  f i r e ?  Did it 
look l i k e  it was going i n t o  t h e  a rea  where t h e  f i r e  was coming 
from? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 1 

Q From your p o s i t i o n  r i g h t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  d id  you 
have p r e t t y  good observat ion of what was going on t h e r e ?  Was 
t h i s  high ground? 

A. I th ink  it was a mud f l a t ,  s i r .  

Q. Right i n  here  ( ind ica t ing)  ? 

A .  I t h i n k  t h e  whole t h i n g  was a mud f l a t ,  I be l i eve .  

Q How f a r  could you see  beyond t h i s  br idge  ( indi -
ca t ing)  a s  f a r  as t h i s  a r e a  here?  

A. I t  w a s  f a i r l y  open. You could s e e  between t h e  t r e e s ,  
t h e r e  wasn't  much underbrush i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - When you moved down h e r e ,  d i d  you conduct search  
opera t ions?  

A. W e  were supposed t o  s i r ,  b u t  no one d i d .  

Q. Why? 
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A. Because of  mines and booby t r a p s .  

Q You mean you d i d n ' t  s e a r c h  any of t h e  h u t s ?  

A. J u s t  looked in-,-a cu r so ry  g l ance .  

Q Were t h e r e  any t u n n e l s  o r  bunkers  o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you s ea r ch  any of  t h o s e ?  

A. J u s t  looked i n t o  t h e m ,  s i r .  

Q You mean from the t o p ?  

A. They had them b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  sand  dunes and t h e y  
were j u s t  looked i n t o .  

Q Could you see any th ing?  

A. No, s i r ,  somewhere o r  o t h e r  t h e  caves  w e r e  f a l l i n g  
i n .  I t h i n k  some of t h e m  might  have been blown up. 

Q You mean blown up t h a t  day? 

I t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  

MR WALSH: Did you h e a r  a l o t  of  demol i t i ons?  

A. No, sir.  I t h i n k  I hea rd  one e x p l o s i o n  w h i l e  w e  
were d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q Did any of  t h e  p l a c e s  look l i k e  t h e y  w e r e  blown up?
Did you see any c i v i l i a n s  wounded o r  k i l l e d ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q None a t  a l l ?  

A .  I s a w  no c a s u a l t i e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  dead woman. 

Q .  Where d i d  you see t h a t  dead woman? 
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A. A t  t h e  br idge here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , t h a t  we saw i n  
t h e  sand dune, r i g h t  i n  he re ,  sir. She was r i g h t  o f f  from t h e  
br idge.  

Q About how f a r  from t h e  end of t h e  br idge?  

A. She was i n  t h e  sand dune, s o  it would be about t h e  
d i s t ance  between t h e  end of t h e  br idge and t h i s  sand dune--I 
don' t know how f a r  t h a t  is .  

COL WILSON:' L e t ' s  put t h a t  down as  po in t  7. Observed one 
dead woman ; 

(LTC NOLL d i d  as  requested.  1 

MR WALSH: Was it your impression t h a t  t h e  woman had been k i l l e d  
by r i f l e  f i r e ,  machinegun f i r e  t h a t  n igh t?  

A .  No, s i r ,  see ing  t h a t  t h e  ho le  w a s  s o  b ig .  We d o n ' t  
ca r ry  anything t h a t  b ig .  So we thought it might have been t h e  
gunships coming i n .  

LTC NOLL: Did you destroy any of t h e  s h e l t e r s  o r  bunkers t h a t  
were i n t a c t  during t h e  day? 

A. NO, sir  

Q Did you burn any of t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. No, s i r .  We were t o l d  n o t  t o .  

Q. You were t o l d  not  t o ?  

A .  Yes , sir. \ 

When were you t o l d  not  t o ?  

That day when w e  got  over  i n ,  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s i r .  

Q- But you were t o l d  t o  burn 'them before  you went ou t?  

A .  
t h e r e .  
t h a t  n 

Sergeant MCCLOUD t o l d  us no t  t o ,  when w e  got  over  
Because we were going t o  s e t  'up an ambush over  t h e r e  

.ght, so he d i d n t t  want t o  mess t h e  v i l l a g e  up. 

Q - Did you have a platoon lkader  o r  w a s  Sergeant 
MCCLOUD t h e  platoon l eader?  

A.  Sergeant MCCLOUD w a s  t h e  platoon l e a d e r .  

(BRADDOCK) 4 3  APP T-217 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

MR WALSH: You d i d n ' t  go down and jo in  t h e  res t  of t h e  company 
a t  any time dur ing  t h e  17th? You s tayed i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  
end of t h e  br idge and s e t  up an ambush t h e r e  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q How d i d  you g e t  chow? 

A .  They flew it down t o  us ,  s i r .  We .were with t h e  
weapons platoon a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  I b e l i e v e ,  s i r .  

Q- Were t h e  81 mortars s e t  t h e r e ?  

A.  I th ink  they d id  s e t  one up, s ir .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
they s tayed a l l  n i g h t .  I th ink  we were by ourse lves .  We a t  
l e a s t  moved away from t h e m ,  s o  we had our own perimeter .  

COL WILSON: I n  o t h e r  words, you weren ' t  secur ing  t h e  mortars 
then? The mortars weren ' t  i n  your per imeter?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they were, s i r .  

MR WALSH: Late i n  t h e  af ternoon do you remember a Vietnamese 
woman with gunshot wounds i n  h e r  foo t  and head. She was 
brought t o  t h e  br idge and someone requested a dus tof f  f o r  
her?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  Yes, I do s i r ,  
t h e  G I ' s  were ca r ry ing  h e r  and someone was making comments 
about it. 4 

Q What were th.e comments? 

A .  They were laughing a t  t h e  guys t h a t  were ca r ry ing  
he r .  I t h i n k  it was HOUGHTON and they were laughing about 
h i s  good looking g i r l f r i e n d ,  and what a good looking d o l l  
she was. 

Q. Where had he found her? 

A .  I have no i d e a ,  sir.  

Q. Was h.e i n  t h e  3d Platoon? 
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A. He was i n  t h e  weapons p la toon ,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: What time of day w a s  t h i s ?  

A .  I have no i d e a ,  s i r .  

MR WALSH: How many c i v i l i a n s  d id  you see  around t h e  a reas  t h a t  
day? 

A. Afte r  we had crossed t h e  b r idge ,  s i r?  

Q That I s  r igh. t. 
A .  I s a w  none. 

Q None a t  a l l ?  

A .  None. 

Q Did anybody t e l l  you t h a t  they  had seen any? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q , I  t a k e  it t h a t  your platoon t h a t  day, a f t e r  you 
got across  t h e  b r idge ,  d i d n ' t  have much t o  do a l l  day, i s  t h a t  
a f a i r  s ta tement? 

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q You could g e t  a l i t t l e  s l e e p  o r  wash? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  washed up and got some s l eep .  

Q I n s i d e  t h e  hootches? 

A.  N O ,  s i r .  We s tayed where t h e r e  was more shade--a 
l o t  of shade down on th.e r i v e r .  We would wash and then  we 
would s l e e p  f o r  a l i t t l e  while.  

Q. Did you ever  hear  t h a t  any of t h e  people i n  t h e  
platoon might have found a g i r l  o r  two i n s i d e  of t h e  hootches? 

A. I ' d  be w i l l i n g  t o  say t h a t  no one d i d ,  s ir .  

Q. You're p r e t t y  su re  of t h a t ;  i f  they had you'd know 
about i t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  a l o t  of people  had b i g  mouths. 

Q Did anybody i n  t h e  p l a toon  eve r  f i n d  any booby 
t r a p s  du r ing  t h e  day? 

A .  No, s i r ,  no t  t h a t  I know o f .  

MR WALSH: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have on t h e  1 7 t h .  

COL WILSON : You remained t h e r e  ove rn igh t?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: Okay, l e t ' s  p u t  a t  t h e  end of p o i n t  5. RON. 
Now, what happened on t h e  morning 'of  t h e  18 th?  

A. When we go t  up,  s i r ,  w e  went t o  t h e  extreme nor-
t h e r n  t i p  of t h e  pen insu la  and s t a r t i n g  g a t h e r i n g  c i v i l i a n s  
and moving them down south .  A s  we go,  w e  would p ick  up more 
and more. When w e  g o t  them down t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o l l e c t i n g  
p o i n t  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  were w a i t i n g  f o r  them. 

Q From t h e  beginning o r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning o f  t h e  
1 8 t h ,  when d i d  you con tact  t h e  company aga in?  

A. W e  had no c o n t a c t  w i t h  them i n  t h e  morning, w e  
d i d n ' t  s e e  them aga in  u n t i l  we go t  back wi th  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
t h a t  w e  had c o l l e c t e d .  

Q. YOU moved o u t  of h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A .  A s  f a r  as I know, s i r ,  we were t h e  on ly  ones t h a t  
moved i n  that d i r e c t i o n .  

LTC NOLL: Where d i d  you t u r n  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o v e r  t o  t h e  company? 

A. W e  had a c o l l e c t i o n  p o i n t  a t  t h e  same coord ina t e s  
t h a t  MILUS w a s  k i l l e d .  

MR WALSH: Do you r e c a l l  w a i t i n g  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  u n t i l  t hey  moved 
up t o  you o r  d i d  you move up by y o u r s e l f ?  

A. W e  moved up by ou r se lves .  
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COL WILSON: Were you d i r e c t e d  t o  move o u t ,  o r  d i d  you have 
communications that t o l d  you t o  o r  was t h i s  j u s t  something 
t h a t  was planned t h e  day before? .. 

A .  W e  knew about i t  t h e  n i g h t  be fo re .  

Q You knew you were going t o  move o u t  t h a t  nex t  
morning? 

A.  How they got t h e  word back was probably r a d i o  
transmission--there was a h e l i c o p t e r  f l y i n g  back between our  
platoon and back t o  t h e  company, s o  when Sergeant MCCLOUD--I 
f o r g e t  whether he flew back t o  t a l k  t o  them then  o r  what. 

Q - You remember t h a t  when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  brought i n  
your supp l i e s  and r a t i o n s  t h a t  n i g h t  whether he had a l ready 
stopped a t  t h e  o t h e r  l aager  a rea?  

A. Yes, it w a s ,  sir. I t  w a s  Colonel BARKER'S chopper, 
t h e  colonel  was back wi th  t h e  company then.  

Q It w a s  Colonel BARKER'S chopper and i n  o t h e r  words, 
you r e c a l l  t h e  r a t i o n  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  and it w a s  Colonel 
BARKER'S h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q.  H e  went t o  t h e  l aager  a r e a  of B Company and while  
he was t h e r e  t h e  chopper caiie up and dropped o f f  your r a t i o n s ,  
is t h a t  what you r e c a l l ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q And then  re turned  t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR WALSH: W a s  Colonel BARKER on t h e  chopper when he--do you 
remember see ing  him? 

A. N O ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: H e  s tayed i n  th.e B Company l aager?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q Is t h a t  what you heard?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q Okay, now you l e f t  your l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  morning. 
Do you remember what t ime? 

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q And you moved t o  t h e  end of the--what you r e f e r  t o  
a s  t h e  pen insu la?  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q Using E x h i b i t  MAP-4, do you r e c a l l  whether  you
moved a l l  t h e  way towards t h e  end of t h e  peak of l a n d  ou t  
he re?  

A. W e  moved o u t  j u s t  below an o l d  French f o r t .  There 
w e r e  heavy French bunkers t h a t  were up t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  w a s  
a v i l l a g e  j u s t  below it. We s t a r t e d  g a t h e r i n g  t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a f i s h  pond, a l a r g e  f i s h  pond as 
you moved n o r t h ?  

A .  N o ,  I d o n l , t  s i r .  

Q You r e c a l l  moving over some sand dunes? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q A couple  hundred me te r s ,  I gues s ,  of sand  dunes? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q How f a r  beyond t h o s e  sand dunes d i d  you go? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  s i r ,  everyone w a s  complaining,  because 
w e  had t o  walk such  a d i s t a n c e  on t h i s  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t ime .  
W e  u s u a l l y  t r a v e l e d  1,000 meters  and we had t o  t r a v e l  a t  
least 1,000 meters and back aga in  t o  t h e  company. There w a s  
a f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e ,  I would imagine it would be r i g h t  i n  he re .  

Q Yout:re p o i n t i n g  t o  an a r e a  c a l l e d  An Binh? Let  
me ask  you one q u e s t f o n ,  as you moved n o r t h  do you remember 
a second b r i d g e  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  which was demolished on 
your  l e f t ?  
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A.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ?  

NO,  s ir .  

Q And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  f i s h  pond? 

A .  No, s i r .  The t e r r a i n  got  p r e t t y  t h i c k ,  t h e  f u r t h e r  
we moved up and i t ' s  very easy t o  miss. 

Q You moved ou t  and you rounded up t h e s e  people?
What d id  you do with them? 

A. We s t a r t e d  moving them ou t .  Down t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  
po in t  with t h e  company. 

Q Where w a s  t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Not exac t ly  s i r ,  j u s t  where M I L U S  w a s  k i l l e d ,  

Q- Where M I L U S  was k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I f  I showed you a 1:50,000 shee t  (Exhib i t  MAP-5) 
would t h i s  c l a r i f y  th ings  from t h e  time you moved from t h e  
br idge he re ,  n o r t h  and e a s t .  There ' s  a major v i l l a g e  o u t  
here--there were supposedly a demolished b r i d g , ~ ,sand dunes, 
f i s h  ponds and houses along t h e  coas t?  

A. W e  d i d n ' t  follow t h e  c o a s t  always. 

Q. You didn"? 

A. No, sir .  

Q- Could you s e e  t h e  water? 

A .  N o ,  s i r ,  no t  a t  a l l  t imes ,  we c o u l d n ' t .  

Q., These sand dunes were r ight--general ly  i n  t h i s  
area.  D i d  anything occur i n  your movement t o  t h e  nor th  t h a t  
you can r e c a l l ?  
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A. One chopper w a s  f i r i n g .  

Where was t h a t ,  do you remember? 

Not e x a c t l y ,  s i r .  

Q. When you crossed t h e s e  sand dunes, do you remember 
a v i l l a g e  on the o t h e r  s ide?  

A .  NO,  s i r ,  I don ' t .  

MR WALSH: You remember i f  t h e  hootches were burned o r  had 
been burned recen t ly  when you came up t h a t  way nor th?  

A. I d i d n t t  see  any houses a t  a l l ,  sir,  n o t  until we 
l e f t  t h e  c o a s t  and went i n l a n d ,  we s t a r t e d  going through some 
v i l l a g e s .  

Q. Were they burning? 

A. No, sir ,  they were completely i n t a c t .  

Q. Is t h e r e  anything you can r e c a l l  t h a t  day t a k i n g  
p lace  on a l o c a t i o n  b a s i s  ou t  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. No, s i r ,  those  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s  a l l  look a l i k e  when 
you ge t  i n t o  them. 

Q But you say you do r e c a l l  MILUS g e t t i n g  k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  that was t h a t  n igh t .  

Q. Nothing during t h e  day? How many v i l l a g e r s  d i d  you 
round up t h a t  day? 

A. I have no i d e a  s i r ,  I imagine i t  w a s  a t  l e a s t  500.  

Q Five hundred? Do you remember where t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  
po in t  was? Was i t  down on t h e  beach? 

A. It w a s  down on t h e  beach--we had passed t h e  a rea .  
I t  pass ib ly  could be over here  s i r ,  it was s o  sandy t h e r e .  
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Q. You mean you passed t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  p o i n t  going 
and came back t o  it, is  t h a t  what you mean? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you move i n l a n d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h a t  co l -
l e c t i o n  p o i n t  o r  had you a l r eady  gone i n  t h e r e  by t h a t  t ime,  
because t h a t  w a s  on t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. The c o l l e c t i o n  p o i n t  was r i g h t  on the  beach. They 
had t h e  v i l l a g e r s  a l l  s i t t i n g  on t h e  beach. There was a f i s h -
ing  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  t h e r e  and s o  we came back and tu rned  our  
p r i s o n e r s  i n .  Then we went t o  ou r  n i g h t  p o s i t i o n s .  

Q . W a s  t h a t  very  f a r  from t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  p o i n t ?  

A. No, s ir ,  they  were r i g h t  nex t  t o  each o t h e r .  

Q And you s e t  up a  pe r ime te r  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You remember a medical  team coming i n ,  g iv ing  
medicine? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  Once w e  dropped ou r  p r i s o n e r s  o f f  we 
went back t o  our  p o s i t i o n  and we d i d n ' t  s ee  them a t  a l l .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  have any i d e a  why a l l  t h e  people  were 
being rounded up? 

A. W e l l ,  t hey  would e i t h e r  be rounded up f o r  i n t e r -
r o g a t i o n  o r  j u s t  making arrangements t o  move them o u t ,  because 
a s  I unders tood it t h e r e  was a miss ion t h a t  we were supposed 
t o  perform and g e t  t h e  people  t o g e t h e r  and move them o u t .  

Q. How f a r  w e r e  you from MILUS when he w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A .  About 30 meters. 

Q , T h i r t y  meters?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q.  Were you on s e c u r i t y  watch o r  were you--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s i r ,  I was on watch when t h e  
round came i n .  

Q . Did you see where t h e  rounds came from? 

A. Only smal l  arms f i r e ,  s i r .  

Q You s a w  s m a l l  arms f i r e ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Which d i r e c t i o n  were you f a c i n g  i n  t h e  per imeter?  

A. I w a s  f a c i n g  n o r t h .  

Q. You were f a c i n g  n o r t h  and you were s t i l l  i n  t h e  
dunes? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q . Was t h e  sea t o  your r e a r ?  

A .  N o ,  s i r ,  t h e  s e a  w a s  t o  my r i g h t .  

Q. The s e a  w a s  t o  your r i g h t  and you were f a c i n g  
no r th?  Did t h e  f i r i n g  beg in  be fo re  t h e  mor ta r  rounds came 
i n  or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s i r .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, t h e r e  w a s  sma l l  arms f i r e ?  

A. y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  smal l  arms s t a r t e d  and t h e n  it seemed 
i n  a matter of  seconds t h e  mortar  rounds h i t .  So appa ren t ly  
t hey  dropped them i n  t h e  t ubes  and s t a r t e d  t o  f i r e  t o  cover 
it. The f i r s t  round h i t  behind m e  and t h e n  t h e  second h i t  
r i g h t  i n  MILUS1s h o l e ,  and they  kep t  moving t h e  f i r e  down t h e  
sand  dunes. 

Q. Did it appear  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  w a s  very f a r  from--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The smal l  arms f i r e  seemed no more 
than  300 meters. This  w a s  ou r  l a a g e r  pos i t i on - - I  t h i n k  t h e  
smal l  arms f i r e  was coming from over  i n  h e r e ,  over  i n  t h i s  
t h i c k e t  h e r e .  I t  seems t o  be where t h e  f i r e  was coming from, 
r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  I t  s t a r t e d  t o  widen a l i t t l e  b i t  and 
t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of trees t h e r e  s o  they  could have been dropp-
ing  t h e i r  mor ta rs  over  from t h e  woods and cover ing  wi th  smal l  
a r m s  r i g h t  down on the beach from us .  

Q Did you hea r  of a p a t r o l  going o u t  and f i n d i n g
t h a t  mortar  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  nex t  day? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: N u m b e r  8 r i g h t  h e r e .  On 8 .  Cannot r e c a l l  
l o c a t i o n .  Moved approximately 500 v i l l a g e r s  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t -
i n g  p o i n t ,  w a s  approximately 50 meters  from MILUS when k i l l e d .  
Reca l l s  s m a l l  a r m s  f i r e  p reced ing  mor ta r  a t t a c k .  Do you 
remember what t i m e  on t h e  19 th  you l e f t  and went back t o  t h e  
f i r e  base?  

( E x h i b i t  P-19 0 was e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence . )  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was around 0700 o r  0 8 0 0 .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  which f i r e  base  you went t o ?  

A .  I t h i n k  w e  went back t o  D o t t i e ,  s i r .  

MR WALSH: Before  you l e f t  t o  go back t o  D o t t i e ,  do you 
r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  A R V N ' s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  de-
t a i n e e s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  Vietnamese--the ARVN's  were w i th  us 
and we were g i v i n g  them food and they  were jok ing  around. 

Q. How long had they  been wi th  you? 

A. I have no i d e a .  The f i r s t  t ime I s a w  them was i n  
t h e  morning. 

&. J u s t  t h e  morning? 

You r e a n  w e r e  th.ey wi th  us j u s t  i n  t h e  morning? 
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Q. Y e s .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You e v e r  s e e  o r  h e a r  about any of t h e  A R V N ' s  t o r -
t u r i n g  PW's? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  you s e e  i t ?  

A.  No, sir.  

Q What d i d  you hea r  about i t ?  

A. I heard t h a t  they  hooked a l a n d  l i n e  up t o  him and 
s h o t  some e l e c t r i c i t y  through it. 

Q Through h i s  t e s t i c l e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you hea r  of any o t h e r  forms o f  pe r suas ion
t h a t  they  were us ing  t h a t  morning? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  only  one I know o f .  

9. But you d i d n ' t  s e e  it y o u r s e l f ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. I
1 

You remember who t o l d  you about i t ?  

A. Steve  MILLER, sir.  

Q. Do you remember h i s  squad? 

A. No, s i r ,  he w a s  i n  t h e  weapons p l a toon .  He had 
been a member of my squad b e f o r e  we l e f t  Hawaii. 

Q . Did you e i t h e r  see o r  h e a r  about  any o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  
of mis t rea tment  of PW's o r  c i v i l i a n s  du r ing  t h e  cou r se  o f  t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  
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A. No, s i r ,  o the r  than an i n t e r p r e t e r  smacked some 
lady. 

Q That was t h e  1st day, how d id  t h a t  happen? When 
d id  t h a t  happen? 

A. The  1st  day .. 

Q On t h e  1st day. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Was t h a t  i n  t h e  l aager  a r e a  of B Company? 

A. No s i r ,  t h a t  was when we were searching  t h e  v i l -
lage .  

Q- This  was t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  was wi th  Lieutenant  
JOHNSON? 

A. yes ,  sir. 

Q H e  slapped he r?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q a 
Was anything more than  t h a t  done o r  d i d  he do any 

o t h e r  phys ica l  damage o t h e r  than s l a p  h e r .  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so s i r ,  they t o l d  us t o  leave  t h e  
a r e a  anyway. 

Q Afte r  you observed them s lapping  t h e  woman? 

A. Well, no mat ter  when you went up t h e r e ,  they wanted 
t o  keep t h e  G I  I s  away from them. 

Q But on t h i s  occasion you were c l o s e  enough t o  Lieu-
t enan t  JOHNSON and t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t o  s e e  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  s l a p  
her?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q How f a r  away were you from them? 
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A. Ten y a r d s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you hea r  a t  any time--did you h e a r  about any 
method of o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  way i n  which members of  t h e  1st  Pla-
toon were checking bunkers which r e s u l t e d  i n  a l o t  of  people  
be ing  k i l l e d  dur ing  t h e  second day? 

A. I heard  about it a month l a te r .  

Q What d i d  you hea r?  

A. I heard  t h a t  they c a l l e d  i n  t h e  bunkers f o r  them 
t o  come o u t ,  and i f  they  d i d n ' t  they  threw exp los ives  i n  t h e r e .  

Q Did you hea r  t h i s  about any p a r t i c u l a r  element of 
t h e  Ist Pla toon?  

A. ,The p o i n t  team, s ir .  

Q - Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  about anybody o t h e r  than 
t h e  p o i n t  team? 

A. ' N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q And you didn 't hea r  about t h i s  u n t i l  a month a f t e r  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q D i d  you h e a r  a t  t h e  same t i m e  o r  a t  any o t h e r  t ime 
any estimate as t o  how many c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  as a 
r e s u l t  of t h i s ?  

A. Forty-two i s  what I hea rd .  

Q. You heard  4 2 ?  

A .  Not 42 c i v i l i a n s - - t h a t ' s  where t h e  company had 
g o t t e n  a body count  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q.  A l l  r i g h t ,  my q u e s t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  more t o  an e s t i -
mate of t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s  who might have been k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  bunkers  as a r e s u l t  cf t h e  p o i n t  team dropping explosives?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  hea r  about i t .  w\. -., , 
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Q - YOU heard t h a t  they had followed t h i s  p r a c t i c e ,
but  you d i d n ' t  hea r  any es t ima te  of t h e  number of people 
k i l l e d  doing i t ?  

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q - Afte r  you got e x t r a c t e d  back t o  Dot t i e  d id  you
hear anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted i n t o  
t h e  opera t ion  of Task Force Barker a t  t h i s  time? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q. Did anyone eve r  ques t ion  you about your a c t i v i t i e s  
during t h e  opera t ion?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q Did you ever  hear  about anybody i n  t h e  company 
being quest ioned about t h e  opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r .  The only t h i n g  I heard was t h a t  one of 
our commanding o f f i c e r s  had t a l k e d  t o  t h e  company commander 
and that 's a l l  I heard.  

Q. When you say you heard one of t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  
had t a l k e d  t o  your company commander, what d id  you under-
s t a n d  t h e  conversat ion was about? 

I 

A .  Actual ly what it pointed t o  was some combat 
we had had b e f o r e ,  where a l a r g e  body count was accumulated. 
I b e l i e v e  it was General LIPSCOMB. H e  came i n  and com-
mented t o  t h e  company commander t h a t  t h e  body count looked 
a l i t t l e  unrea l  and t h e  company commander was a l i t t l e  
t icked-off  about i t ,  because t h e r e  was really--we had run 
i n t o  a hard-core VC b a t t a l i o n .  

Q. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  is  what you heard about 
t h e  company commander being spoken t o  about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I be l i eve  it was s o r t  of a l l  combined. 

Q .  A l l  r i g h t  now, when d i d  you hear  about t h e  company 
having claimed a body count of 42?  
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A. I never  heard it, s i r .  I never  even knew t h e  com-
pany t o  r e a l l y  t u r n  i n  a body count .  I never  saw a r e p o r t  o r  
heard  anything- of any o f f i c i a l  numbers. 

Q Did you s e e  o r  know about any VC t h e  company k i l l e d  
t h a t  day? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q O r  any day du r ing  t h e  ope ra t ion?  
. . I 

A. I heard  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  over--the 
fol lowing morning, be fo re  we l i f t e d  o f f ,  t h a t  t hey  had caught 
s i x  s n i p e r s  o r  had k i l l e d  s i x  s n i p e r s .  

A t  your pe r ime te r?  

A .  N o ,  s i r ,  t h e  s n i p e r s  s o r t  o f  had a l i t t l e  b a s e  
camp set  up and the informat ion  they  had g o t t e n  o f f  of one o f  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s  l e d  them t o  t h i s  base  camp. 

Q Who went i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

i Q. W a s  it your company? 

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
be ing  conducted i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of C Company du r ing  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What d i d  you hea r?  

A. That one of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  had r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  t hey  were doing unnecessary s h o o t i n g ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  l a s t  
I heard of it. 
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Q - You remember who you heard t h a t  from? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  rumor. j u s t  f l a shed  around t h e  com-
pany e 

Q Did Captain MICHLES or  anyone eve r  t e l l  you o r  
t h e  people i n  your squad not  t o  t a l k  about i t ,  o r  no t  t o  t e l l  
war s t o r i e s  about t h i s  opera t ion .  That it was being i n v e s t i -
gated? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - Can you t h i n k  of anything t h a t  we haven ' t  asked 
you t h a t  might be of he lp  t o  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  That 
you haven ' t  t o l d  us already? 

A. N o ,  I c a n ' t  t h ink  of anything e l s e ,  sir.  

LTC NOLL! For your mode of opera t ion  a t  t h e  end of t h e  day ' s  
ope ra t ion ,  were you ever  gathered t o g e t h e r  and b r i e f e d  on 
what happened t h a t  day and what w a s  going t o  be done t h e  next  
day? 

A. My u n i t  s i r ,  no, sir. 

COL WILSON : Did you have a camera? 

A. Yes, sir ,  but  I never took any f i lm.  

Q. You never took any of any opera t ion?  

A. No, sir. 

Q= Do you know anybody t h a t  did? 

A. Not a t  th.at t ime,  s i r .  

Q- Do you have any s o r t  of documents, o r  t a p e  record-
ings, or  letters, o r  anything which would r e c a l l ,  o r  which 
would be p e r t i n e n t  t o  this p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  and t h i s  in-
v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I don ' t  be l i eve  s o ,  s i r .  
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Q W e l l ,  i f  you g e t  back and i f  you f i n d  o u t ,  and 
i f  you run a c r o s s  anyth ing  l i k e  photographs o r  any th ing  l i k e  
t h a t ,  would you g ive  us a r i n g  and we w i l l  t r y  t o  make arrange-
ments t o  g e t  t h e  copies  of i t ,  and g ive  them back t o  you. 
Anything t h a t  can g ive  us a b e t t e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  what happened 
dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod .  

A. No s i r ,  I ' m  very s u r e .  I was very c a r e f u l  n o t  
t o  w r i t e  any w a r  s t o r i e s .  

Q. Sometimes people  w r i t e  l e t t e r s  a f t e r  t hey  come o u t  
of t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  may h e l p  f i x  t i m e s  and d a t e s .  Was t h e r e  any 
change of t echn iques ,  o r  methods of o p e r a t i o n ,  or  t a c t i c s  of  
B Company a f t e r  th is  ope ra t ion?  , 

A. Well ,  t h e  whole company s t a r t e d  t o  f o l d  up. People 
were s t a r t i n g  t o  get- -older  people  we brought  w i t h  u s ,  and 
w e  were s lowly  l o s i n g  them and people  j u s t  g o t  d i s g u s t e d  be-
f o r e  they  l e f t  f o r  t h e  f i e l d .  Went on s i c k  c a l l ,  came back 
wi th  p r o f i l e s ,  pu t  i n  f o r  t r a n s f e r s .  

Q Was Captain  MICHLES s t i l l  t h e r e  when a l l  t h i s  
w a s  going on? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What was t h e  reason f o r  t h i s ?  

A. A t  this  t ime when w e  went i n t o  My La i  w e  w e r e  a new 
u n i t  and by t h a t  t ime everybody w a s  d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  f i e l d - -

Q ( . In terposing)  I n  o the r  words, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  under 
which you were working, where everybody was d i s g r u n t l e d  about 
i t ?  Is t h a t  what you mean? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  have anyth ing  t o  do wi th  i t ?  

A .  I doubt i t ,  s i r ,  u n l e s s  it was t h e  wounded w e  took.  
TAYLOR w a s  a very popula r  man and s o  w a s  MILUS and I know t h e  
group t h a t  MILUS used t o  hang around wi th  a l l  t h e  time--as soon 
as w e  went hack they  s t a r t e d  going on sick c a l l .  d i d n ' t  want 
t o  go t o  t h e  f i e l d  anymore. And t h e  p o i n t  team disbanded a f t e r  
TAYLOR l o s t  h i s  f o o t .  
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Q D i d  t h e y  g e t  ano the r  p o i n t  team t o g e t h e r ?  What 
, d i d  t hey  do? 

A. N o  sir. The o r i g i n i a l  p o i n t  team were v o l u n t e e r s  
anyway and af te r  they  fo lded  up they  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  anybody 
who wanted t o  go back t o  be ing  on t h e  p o i n t  team. 

Q. What about t h e  t a c t i c s ,  were t h e r e  any changes i n  
t a c t i c s  o r  w a s  t h e r e  anymore r e s t r a i n t  on B Company personne l  
than  t h e r e  had been b e f o r e ,  or less r e s t r a i n t - - y o u r  freedom of 
a c t i o n  about t h e  same a s  f a r  as squad l e a d e r s  w a s  concerned? 

A. No s i r ,  it w a s  about - -d i f fe ren t  t ypes  of tact ics 
' w e r e  b rought  i n .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  company w a s  g e t t i n g  s o  

s m a l l  by t h e n ,  w e  w e r e  working more on squad l e v e l  and p la -
toon l e v e l ,  r a t h e r  t han  going o u t  on long  miss ions  f o r  t h e  
company. 

Q No change i n  r u l e s  as f a r  a s  you ' r e  concerned a s  
engaging the enemy and s o  f o r t h ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q N o  change i n  r u l e s  i n  how t o  sweep t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. NO change i n  r u l e s  of  burning? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Des t ruc t ion  of food s t o c k s ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Same procedures?  

A. Y e s  sir,  no change. 

Q Did t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  a f t e r  you came o f f  of  i t ,  appear  
t o  b e  any d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you've con-
ducted? 
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A .  O t h e r  than  t h e  people t h a t  w e r e  l o s t .  To m e  i t  
was a c t u a l l y  kind of a quiet t h i n g .  A s  I said, I saw one 
body t h e  whole t ime and t h a t  w a s  t h a t  w o m a n .  O r d i n a r i l y  we'd 
go o u t  and g e t  i n  a l i t t l e  h o t  f i r e  f i g h t  and g e t  a few body 
c o u n t s ,  b u t  t h i s  one was a c t u a l l y  p r e t t y  q u i e t .  

Q ~ u tyou ' i d  l o s e  an abnormal number of personne l  
on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  w a s  it t h e  key people  t h a t  was l o s t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  more t h e  key people ,  because n o t  
t o o  long b e f o r e  we had l o s t  q u i t e  a few people .  I know w e  
l o s t  a .  l o t  of  ou r  s e n i o r  N C O ' s .  

CE Back a t  the t i m e  you were a t  t h i s  b r i d g e .  Had 
t h e s e  gunships made one ,  o r  two, o r  how many passes - - f ly ing  
passes?  Would you have expec ted  t o  f i n d  some bod ie s  a s  a 
r e s u l t  of t h o s e  pas ses?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  o r d i n a r i l y - - w e l l  no ,  I c a n ' t  a c t u a l l y  
say  t h a t  s i r ,  because weapons a r e  such a funny t h i n g .  You 
can drop  a b i g  bomb i n  t h e  middle of a c i t y  and walk i n  and 
f i n d  two dead bodies,. And t h a t ' s  t h e  way o u r  weapons a r e .  
Sometimes t h e y  are very e f f e c t i v e  when you t h i n k  they  wouldn ' t  
be, and sometimes when they  should be ,  they w e r e n ' t .  

Q Do you know i f  t h e r e  was any s e a r c h  made t o  f i n d  
any bod ie s  as a r e s u l t  of t h o s e  f l y i n g  pas ses?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  normal s ea rch  p a t t e r n s ,  w e  had them. 
W e  would go i n  and s e a r c h  f o r  weapons and food caches and i f  
t h e r e  w e r e  bodies  w e  would f i n d  them t h e n .  

Q This  a r e a  w a s  searched  t h e n ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  time? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

LTC NOLL: On t h e  1 7 t h  you s p e n t  t i m e  i n  t h e  a r e a  a c r o s s  t h e  
b r idge  when t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company w a s  working s o u t h ,  would 
it be  reasonable  t o  expec t  you t o  h e a r  t h e  demol i t ion  charges  
going o f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir, 
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Q . Did you h e a r  any? 

A. One, sir.  

Q J u s t  one? 

A. And everybody pa ld  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t  because of 
t h e  mines--we w e r e  more concerned about mines and we thought  
maybe somebody e l s e  had g o t t e n  i t ,  t h a t ' s  as f a r  a s  I can 
remember. 

Q Demolit ions were s e t  o f f  two g r i d  squa re s  away,
2 ,000  meters, would you hear t h a t ?  

A. Unless you y o u r s e l f  were f i r i n g  your weapons, you 
would hear it. 

COL WILSON: Do you know i f  t h e r e  w a s  any use  of mari juana i n  
B Company? 

A. Yes, sir,  t h e r e  w a s .  

Q. Was it a problem? 

A. It  go t  t o  be  a f t e r  awh i l e ,  s i r .  

Q. Was it a problem b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I would say  it w a s  about t h e  same--the people  
t h a t  we began t o  have problems w i t h  w e r e  u s ing  it b e f o r e  and 
some just s t a r t e d .  And it became more and more f r e e  and easy  
t o  get ho ld  of and t h e n  we had some o r  o u r  replacements  con-
s t a n t l y  smoking it a l l  t h e  t ime.  

Q. Your replacements?  

A. The replacements  which w e  were g e t t i n g  i n .  

Q. D i d  t hey  smoke on o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. I w a s  p r e t t y  s u r e  some of them d i d ,  I could  never  
c?tch t h e m ,  but I was p r e t t y  s u r e  a l o t  of them were. 
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Q Would you al low this  i n  your squad? 

A. W e l l ,  I had t r o u b l e  w i t h  a  couple of people  and 
w e  had a t a l k .  I t o l d  then  I would have t o  t u r n  them i n  un-
less they s topped it. 

Q On ope ra t ions?  

A. No, n o t  on o p e r a t i o n s ,  i n  base  camp. 

Q And it d i d  become a problem? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  had some people t h a t  were moved o u t  
of t h e  company because of it. 

Q. You d id?  How were they  moved? Admin i s t r a t ive ly  
o r  by c o u r t - m a r t i a l ?  

A. They were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  units--you r e a l l y  
c o u l d n ' t  ca t ch  them, h u t  you knew t h a t  t hey  were. 

Q . . Did you have any d e t a i l s  o n  t h e s e  mari juana use r s?  
Do you know where they  were g e t t i n g  i t ?  

A .  You can g e t  it anywhere o v e r  t h e r e .  

Q. You know about  how many we're t a l k i n g  about ,  o u t  
of a company s t r e n g t h  of about 120 men? 

A. Out of 120 I ' d  say t h e r e  w e r e  10 t h a t  smoked a l l  
t h e  t i m e  w d  probably 80 pe rcen t  were a t  l e a s t  t r y i n g  it while  
t hey  were over  t h e r e .  

Q. Are t h e r e  any o t h e r  n a r c o t i c s  be ing  used by per-
sonnel  i n  the u n i t ?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  see any, sir.  

Q Do you have any f u r t h e r  tes t imony o r  any f u r t h e r  
s t a t emen t s  that might a s s i s t  us i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  Maybe s i r ,  s i n c e  you asked i f  I had heard  about 
the t a c t i c s  the 1st Platoon used. When I heard  about  it a 
f r i e n d  of mine w a s  on the p o i n t  team and w e  were t a l k i n g  
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about it and he denied i t - -as  f a r  as  he j u s t  s a i d  they  blew 
up some bunkers. But a s  f a r  as he knew t h a t ' s  a l l  they d i d .  
They c a l l e d  i n  and asked t h e  people t o  come o u t  and they did-
n ' t  s e e  anyone, so they blew up t h e  bunkers. 

Q Who was t h a t ?  

A. Donald HOOTON. 

Q Was t h i s  p o i n t  group a p r e t t y  rough crowd? 

A. They had a r epu ta t ion  of being r e a l l y  wi ld ,  they 
d i d n ' t  l i k e  t ak ing  o rde r s  from t h e  N C O ' s  and o f f i c e r s .  They 
were cons tan t ly  goofing o f f ,  and messing around, and hors ing  
around mostly. They weren ' t  goofing o f f ,  bu t  everybody j u s t  
thought they  were crazy because they were t h e  only people 
i n  t h e  company t h a t  would volunteer  f o r  a po in t  team. 

Q What w a s  t h e i r  lodgevity? Did t h a t  po in t  team 
change personnel  very of ten?  

A.  No,  sir. 

Q I t  seems kind of odd d o e s n ' t  i t ?  

A .  They l i k e d  it, sir. They d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  platoon 
l eader  and they  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  p la toon se rgean t  they  had. 

Q. They didn ' t  a l l - come from t h e  same platoon? 

A,  Yes, s i r .  

Q They d id?  Who was t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Well, Lieutenant  SPRAGGINS had been t h e  platoon 
l e a d e r ,  t h a t ' s  when it w a s  a c t u a l l y  p a r t  of t h e  1st Platoon. 
Then Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM came i n  and he d i d n ' t  have any 
confidence t o  t r u s t  himself .  And he s tayed away from t h e  
1st Platoon as  much as poss ib le .  

Q. A s  I r e c a l l  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM h a d n ' t  been t h e r e  
very long? 

A .  N o ,  sir. 
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Q Is t h i s  normal,  f o r  personne l  i n  a u n i t  l i k e  t h a t  
t o  have a green l i e u t e n a n t  t o  come i n  and d i d n ' t  have any 
r e s p e c t  for him , i n i t i a l l y ?  

A.  W e l l ,  he  posed t h e  image of t h e  t y p e  of man t h a t  
you wouldn ' t  want t o  go i n t o  combat w i t h .  Whether h e  had 2 
y e a r s. . o r  2 .  weeks. 

Q. How about these replacement o f f i c e r s  t h a t  came i n ?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h ey  v a r i e d ,  some w e r e  good and some were 
bad. 

Q W e l l ,  j u s t  because a guy" replacement  i s  w i t h o u t  
combat experience--does a man look a t  him r i g h t  away and say  
t h a t  t hey  d o n ' t  t r u s t  him? 

A. Well ,  w e  th.ought he  was s o r t  of  a f l o p .  

Q You meln WILLINGHAM. Now I ' m  speaking a s  a whole? 

A .  He i s n ' t  t h e  k ind  of a guy t h a t  you want t o  go t o  
t h e  b a r  and d r i n k  w i t h .  

Q. What about t h e  o t h e r s ?  

A. T h e  o t h e r  rep lacements ,  s i r ?  

Q. Yes? 

A .  Most of t h e m  were p r e t t y  good people .  The m a j o r i t y  
of them w e r e  p r e t t y  good people .  

COL WILSON: How many o f f i c e r s  were i n  t h e  f i e l d - - t h e  company 
commander and t w o  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  and t h e  b a t t e r y  commander? 

A. W e  had our  company commander and a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  we 
went o u t  t o  My L a i  w e  had a L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM and L ieu tenan t  
COCHRAN and w e  had a p l a toon  F O .  

Q I am going t o  r e q u e s t  you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t e s t i -
mony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  wi tnesses ,  
except  as  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent jud ic ia l !  
l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. You unders tand what I mean 
by t h a t ?  
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A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q You a r e  not  t o  d i scuss  it, but  i f  you a r e  c a l l e d  
before  a Congressional committee o r  before  another  board of 
t h i s  type ,  t h e  warning i s n ' t  i n  e f f e c t .  I t  is j u s t  t h a t  we 
don't want you t o  d i scuss  i t  wi th  o t h e r  witnesses  o r  anybody 
who i s  going t o  appear before  t h i s  board,  o r  t h e  p r e s s ,  o r  
t h e  pub l i c ,  i t ' s  j u s t  a p r i v a t e  ma t t e r ,  okay? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  
I 

COL WILSON: The  hearing w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1232 hours ,  23 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BROOKS, Tommy L. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 29 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT 16-19 MARCH 1968: Grenadie r ,  Second Squad, 
Thi rd  P la toon ,  B / 4 / 3 .  

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tnes s  came from Hawaii w i th  t h e  11 th  Brigade 
(pg. 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  being g iven  on 
t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  o r d e r s  and he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  ~ x h i b i t s  M-2 
and M-3 (pg. 2 ) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tnes s  could n o t  r e c a l l  being b r i e f e d  on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  by h i s  squad l e a d e r ,  who would normally pas s  
down i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  (pgs.  3 ,  4 ) .  Most 
o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  u n i t  w e r e  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  and 
t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  normal procedures  w e r e  t o  be used 
on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs . 4 ,  5 )  . The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  be ing  
t o l d  t h e  area was a VC s t rongho ld  (pg. 5 )  . They were t o  
ga the r  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  and sea rch  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 5 ) .  

3 .  ASSAULT OPERATIONS. 

a .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 16 March. 

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN t r i g g e r i n g  
t h e  mine and s a w  a s l i c k  evacua te  him (pgs. 6 ,  7 ) .  A 
medevac took t h e  o t h e r s  o u t  (pg. 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
recall any o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  day (pgs .  6 -8 ) .  
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b .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  TAYLOR h i t t i n g  a booby 
t r a p  o r  any o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  day,  o t h e r  t han  f i n d i n g  r i c e  
i n  a d e s e r t e d  v i l l a g e ,  which they s e n t  o u t  (pgs .  1 0 ,  11). 

c .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 18 March. 

The wi tnes s  remembered rounding up a number of  
Vietnamese, b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any medics coming i n  (pgs.  12 ,  
1 3 ) .  H e  remembered ARVN s o l d i e r s  being p r e s e n t  t h a t  n i g h t  
a long  w i t h  two d e t a i n e e s  (pgs .  13 ,  1 4 )  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  
2000 hour s ,  wh i l e  on guard ,  they were h i t  by mor ta rs  (pg. 1 4 ) .  
The f l a s h  w a s  250 meters  away (pg.  1 5 ) .  The c a s u a l t i e s  were 
evacuated and "Spookie" and gunships  came i n  (pg. 15)  . 
4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tnes s  knew noth ing  about any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and 
heard  no rumors concerning t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  
c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 17)  . 

5.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  know of a mari juana problem i n  
t h e  unit (pg. 1 7 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1645 hours ,  29 
January 1970.) 

COL. WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a,re p r e s e n t :  MR WALSH, 
COL WILSON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The nex t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Tommy L. BROOKS. 

(MR BROOKS was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

W i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  
and r e s i d e n c e ?  

A. Tommy L e e  BROOKS, 149 B r i g h t  S t r e e t ,  J e r s e y  C i t y ,  
New J e r s e y .  

RCDR: And your  occupa t ion?  

A. Dr ive r  f o r  a t r u c k i n g  company. 

COL WILSON: M r .  BROOKS, have you d i scussed  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
wi th  anybody i n  your  company s i n c e  coming over  from Vietnam? 

A. No, I h a v e n ' t .  

Q You r e a d  E x h i b i t  M-81 which w e  gave you wi th  t h e  
in format ion  f o r  w i t n e s s e s  on t h e  procedures  t h a t  w e  w i l l  u se  
f o r  t h e  i n t e rv i ew.  You unders tand  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an i n t e r v i e w  
t e a m  which i s  p a r t  of  t h e  Peers  Inqu i ry .  The t e a m  is  composed 
of myself ,  M r .  WALSH who i s  t h e  c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  appoin ted  by 
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  assist General  PEERS, and Colonel  
NOLL who i s  a m e m b e r  of t h e  t e a m .  The t h r e e  o f  us  have t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  q u e s t i o n  you f o r  Genera l  PEERS. Major THOMAS i s  
t h e  r e c o r d e r  f o r  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  team. Any m e m b e r  of General  
PEERSf t e a m  a l s o  has  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  ask  q u e s t i o n s .  I f  t h e r e  
are any q u e s t i o n s  i n  your mind, ask  and 1'11 i d e n t i f y  t h e m  t o  
you. 

What w a s  your du ty  ass ignment  on 16 March 1968? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember where I w a s  t h a t  e x a c t  d a t e ,  b u t  
du r ing  t h e  month of  March I w a s  a g renad ie r .  

Q You w e r e  i n  t h e  3d P la toon?  

A. Y e s .  

(BROOKS) 1 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-272 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Do you remember which squad?Q. 

A. I th ink  it was t h e  second squad, I ' m  no t  sure .  

Q- Who w a s  your squad l e a d e r ,  remember? 

A. Sergeant BRADDOCK, I be l i eve .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  being given any t r a i n i n g  anytime i n  
your m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  which was concerned wi th  t h e  l e g a l i t y  of 
orders?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. That i s ,  l e g a l  and i l l e g a l  o r d e r s ,  o r  anything on 
t h a t  s u b j e c t  a s  t o  whether every o rde r  you rece ived ,  whether 
you could ques t ion  as t o  whether o r  n o t  it was l e g a l ?  

A. No. 

Q. I ' l l  s h w  you Exhibi t  M-2 which is  t i t l e d ,  "Nine 
Rules." I t ' s  a MACV card.&, T h a t ' s  a f a c s i m i l e ,  f r o n t  'and 
back. Have you ever  seen t h a t  card?  

A. No, I haven ' t  seen ? card  l i k e  t h i s  one. 
P 

Q. Exhibi t  M-3 i s  t i t l i r d  , "Enemy i n  Your Hands. " 
Have you ever  seen t h a t  card?  

t 
A. No, I ' m  not  s u r e ,  bu t  only t h i n g  I could remember 
w a s  t h e  languages. English language was t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Viet-
namese. 

Q. ' And d i d  you remember t h e  card? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  know t h e  card.  

Q Were you a t  t h e  11 th  Brigade p r i o r  t o  its coming 
from Hawaii? 

A. Yes, from Hawaii. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  from t h e  information s h e e t  t h a t  we 
gave you o u t l i n i n g  t h e  chronologica l  sequence of ques t ioning?  
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The f i r s t  series of  q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h e  o p e r a t i o n  would 
be  concerned w i t h  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you r e c e i v e d  p r i o r  t o  t he  
combat a s s a u l t .  Now b e f o r e  a sk ing  you any q u e s t i o n s  on 
t h a t ,  I want you t o  be s u r e  t h a t  i t ' s  c l e a r  i n  your mind which 
o p e r a t i o n  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  Do you remember t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  took p l a c e  on 16 March? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember it. 

Q. Do you remember when Se rgean t  TAYLOR, Sergeant  
MILUS, o r  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN w e r e  wounded o r  k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  yes .  Y e s ,  I remember it. 

Q - Do you remember t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Then t h a t ' s  t h e  one w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  I know 
you went through a l o t  o f  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and I j u s t  want t o  be  
s u r e  t h a t  i t ' s  c l e a r  i n  your  mind which one we ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about .  You w e r e  a t  LZ Upt igh t?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. On 15  March o r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning of  16 March, 
you should have g o t t e n  e i t h e r  a b r i e f i n g  o r  f i e l d  o r d e r ,  some 
informat ion  t h a t  you w e r e  going t o  go on a  miss ion ,  a combat 
a s s a u l t  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  16 th .  Do you r e c a l l  who t o l d  you 
about  i t ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  No, I c a n ' t  recal l  t h a t  I 
saw anyth ing  about  it. 

Q. I ' m  speak ing  o f  . such  t h i n g s  a s  somebody's g o t  t o  
s ay ,  "We're going down i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  w e ' r e  going t o  t a k e  3 
days '  r a t i o n s ,  o r  1 d a y ' s  r a t i o n s ,  w e ' r e  t o  t a k e  ammunition, 
we've g o t  t o  have t h i s ,  and be s u r e  and t a k e  your  s l e e p i n g  bag,  
o r  d o n ' t  t a k e  your s l e e p i n g  bag , "  and t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g .  Who 
t o l d  you about  t h i s ?  Regular p r e o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I f  anybody t o l d  u s  about  an i n t e r v i e w ,  it had t o  
be my squad l e a d e r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember him t e l l i n g  m e  about  
it. 

Q. Normally though,  h e ' s  t h e  one who g i v e s  it t o  you? 
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Y e s ,  he g e t s  it from t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r .  

Q And h e  pas ses  i n s t r u c t i o n s  down t o  h i s  squad? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And you d o n ' t  remember any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

No, n o t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one. 

Q Do you remember, r e c a l l ,  any th ing  be ing  d i s c u s s e d  
about  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  type  o p e r a t i o n  t h i s  was 
supposed t o  be? 

A. No, b u t  most ly  on o u r  o p e r a t i o n s  w e  would sea rch  
and d e s t r o y .  

Q. You t h i n k  t h i s  was a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  W e l l ,  y e s ,  w e  always d i d  away wi th  it. 

.Q Destroyed? 
. .. 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Was t h e r e  anyth ing  s p e c i a l  s t a t e d  abou t  t h e  pro-
cedure  t o  be used i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No'. 

Q How about  animals?  

A. Not a s  f a r  a s  I know o f .  

Q.  Any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on what to  do wi th  t h e  
n a t i v e s  o f  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. No. 

Q. J u s t  normal procedures?  

A. N o .  
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Nothing s p e c i a l ?  
0 

Yes. 

Q - Do you understand o r  were you t o l d  what t h e  enemy
s i t u a t i o n  w a s  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. Yes, it was supposed t o  be a VC stronghold o r  some-
th ing .  We knew t h e r e  was p lenty  of VC t h e r e  from a b r i e f i n g ,  
you know. 

Q. Previous opera t ions?  

A - Yes. We were t h e r e  before .  

Q. There were no s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on v i l l a g e r s ,
n a t i v e s ,  people,  what t o  do with them? 

A. Well, it was t h i s ,  t o  sepa ra te  t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  put  
them a l l  i n  one p lace  and then  search  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Do you know what your squad was supposed t o  do with 
reference  t o  t h e  o the r  squads i n  t h e  platoon? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Did you have a machinegun a t t ached  t o  your squad? 

Y e s .  

Do you know who t h e  gunner was? 

I b e l i e v e  it was Sergeant  MAHR. 

Q Sergeant  MAHR? . 

A. Y e s ,  M-A-H-R. I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  b u t  I be l i eve  it was. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t . - Now, can you remember anything e l s e  
about t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  you got?  

A. No. 
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Q. ' Now, what weapon were you armed with? 
0 

A. A grenade launcher .  A . 4 5 ,  a l s o .  

Q Did you have ammunition f o r  t h e  grenade launcher? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- L e t ' s  go t o  t h e  opera t ion .  I ' l l  g ive  you a s h o r t  
rundown on what w e  th ink  happened, and then w e ' l l  s t a r t  through 
each day, and see  i f  you've got  any a d d i t i o n a l  information t h a t  
you could provide us .  

(COL Wilson o r i en ted  t h e  witness  on t h e  opera t ion  
using MAP-4. ) 

Now, from your s t andpo in t ,  do you r e c a l l  when you 
went i n ,  i f  t h e r e  was any f i r i n g  on t h e  ground? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember. There was a  Lieutenant  
COCHRAN h i t .  

Q L e t  m e  g e t  a couple more ques t ions  on t h e  landing 
zone. You d i d n ' t  h e a r  any f i r i n g  on t h e  landing  zone? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q. Do you remember moving o u t  t o  t h e  nor th?  Now t h i s  
w a s  before  COCHRAN g o t  it. Do you remember moving north with 
your p la toon,  when you l e f t  t h e  landing zone? 

A. No. 

Q Do you 'remember c ross ing  t h e  t r a i l  before  COCHRAN 
was h i t ?  D o  you remember a b i g  g a t e  over a t r a i l  t h a t  had some 
w r i t i n g  a c r o s s  it, Vietnamese w r i t i n g  ac ross  t h e  top  of i t ?  

A .  No. 

Q. Do you remember where Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ?  

A. Yes, I remember. 

Q- How f a r  were you from him when he t r i g g e r e d  t h i s  
mine? 
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A. About 50 meters, I guess .  

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  evacua t ion  s h i p  come i n  t o  p ick  
him up? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q. Was it a d u s t o f f  o r  was it a s l i c k ?  

A. I t  w a s  a s l i c k .  

Q - Did you see the o t h e r  group when they  h i t  t h e  mine. 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  see them. 

Q- Did you h e a r  t h e  exp los ion?  

A. Y e s ,  I heard  t h e  explos ion .  

Q Did you see t h e  evacua t ion  s h i p  come i n  and p ick  
up t h o s e  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. W a s  t h i s  a marked h o s p i t a l  s h i p ,  w i t h  a r e d  c r o s s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  w i t h  a red  c r o s s ,  s ir .  

Q. I t  had a r e d  c r o s s  on it. Do you recall  what 
happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  Did you s t a y  t h e r e  o r  d i d  you s e a r c h  
any v i l l a g e s ,  or what happened? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember any th ing  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q You don'  t remember s ea rch ing?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember l i n k i n g  up w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company 
t h a t  n i g h t ?  Do you remember C h a r l i e  Company coming i n ?  Se t -
t i n g  up a l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember any ARVN coming i n ,  o r  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e ,  o r  U.S. M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ?  Do you 

(BROOKS ) 7 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-272 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

remember see ing  any of them around t h e  per imeter  t h a t  n i g h t  
o r  t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. NO,  no t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. About t h a t  evening. Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  o r  d id  
you hear  any small  arms f i r e  i n s i d e  t h e  per imeter?  O r ' o u t s i d e ?  

A. No. 

Q- There was nothing t h a t  you can r e c a l l  t h a t  happened
t h a t  n igh t  t h a t  you would remember? 

A. No. Like I s a i d ,  normally I can remember, b u t  then 
I was wounded i n  October. 

Q- W e l l ,  a t  about t h e  same t i m e  o r  poss ib ly  r i g h t
before  he had been mined, d id  you hear  any f i r i n g  going on 
over  t h e r e  toward t h e  sea? 

A.  No. 

Q Did you see  Colonel BARKER come i n t o  t h e  pos i t ion?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

a.  A t  any t i m e  d id  you th ink  t h a t  you were g e t t i n g
sn ipe r  f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. A s  I can remember, I know most every time we 
went t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  we always g o t  sn ipe r  f i r e ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  
remember t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  morning. 

Q. Did you see  anybody from Char l i e  Company s t a y i n g
i n  t h a t  l aager  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q The next  day you moved t o  t h e  c o a s t ,  toward t h e  
sea .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A.  That's t h e  road? 

Q. T h a t ' s  your l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  You moved on t h a t  
road toward t h e  s e a  r i g h t  over t h e  br idge  down t h e r e .  
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A. I was i n  t h e  l aager  c l o s e  t o  the  water ,  but  I 
d o n ' t  know what day it was on. 

Q Do you remember hear ing  some f i r i n g  down t h e r e  and 
coming t o  a h a l t  on t h e  t r a i l ?  Stopping and holding up? 

A. No, sir.  No, I c a n ' t  remember it. 

Q This was about what t i m e ,  about 0810? This i s  
where TAYLOR h i t  t h a t  booby t r a p ,  apparent ly on t h e  br idge.  
Maybe you don' t remember TAYLOR, Sergeant TAYLOR? 

A. No, I can' t remember it. 

Q He h i t  t h e  booby t r a p ,  then they go t  some s n i p e r
f i r e .  That was t h e  r e p o r t .  Do you remember f i r i n g  over a 
r i v e r  i n t o  an a r e a  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e , r i v e r ,  , o r  do you 
remember your p la toon f i r i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, n o t  c l o s e  t o  a r i v e r .  

Q Do you remember c ross ing  a concre te  br idge? 

A. No. 

Q With some mines marked on t h e  o t h e r  s ide?  

A. .Mines marked? 

Q Taped o f f ,  so you won't s t e p  on them. 

A. No. 

Q Well, our r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  3d Platoon crossed 
over and with t h e  81 mortars s tayed i n  t h i s  genera l  v i c i n i t y  
o u t  t h e r e  by t h e  ocean ( i n d i c a t i n g  on MAP-4) . 
A. No, i f  they were t h e r e ,  I can" t remember. 

Q. The r e s t  of Bravo Company moved over ,  joined the  
1st Platoon and moved south while t h e  3d Platoon s tayed up 
t h e r e  by t h e  br idge  i n  t h a t  genera l  a rea .  The company moved 
south and d i d n ' t  j o i n  you again t h a t  day. You a l l  s t ayed  up 
t h e r e  by yourse l f .  
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On a h i l l t o p ,  o r  something,  o r  what? 

Q No, y o u ' r e  r i g h t  t h e r e  by t h e  b r i d g e ,  o r  I ' d  s ay
w i t h i n  150 meters of  t h e  b r i d g e .  You set up a n i g h t  p o s i t i o n  
t h a t  n i g h t  and s t ayed  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you had a h o t  meal 
t h a t  n i g h t .  H e l i c o p t e r s  a l l e g e d l y  came back wi th  some chow, 
C r a t i o n s ,  probably.  

A. N o ,  t h e  on ly  t i m e  I can remember j o i n i n g  t h e  weapons 
p l a toon  i s  on t o p  o f  a h i l l  o r  something. 

Q. On t o p  of a h i l l ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Then you say t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  t h a t  
n i g h t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  they  w e r e n ' t  t h e r e .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember them be ing  t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  day you c ros sed  t h e  b r idge?  Do 
you recall  moving n o r t h  and p u t t i n g  a cordon a c r o s s  t h a t  s p i t  
o f  l and?  

A. No. 

Q. P o s s i b l y  500 meters  r lorth? 

A. No. 

Q Bravo Company moved sou th ,  a l l  t h e  way down. You 
may have heard  someone t a l k i n g  about  it. I t ' s  a p r e t t y  long  
walk. They came back up and went i n t o  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  You 
s t a y e d  by y o u r s e l f .  Do you remember t h a t  day s e e i n g  anybody 
come i n  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ?  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  any Vietnamese i n t e r -
p r e t e r s ?  

A. No, they came i n  so  much, I c a n ' t  remember what 
day i t . w a s  t h a t  he  came i n .  
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Q. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you g o t  a h o t  meal t h a t  n i g h t .  You 
could have g o t t e n  a resupply ,  p o s s i b l y  of ammunition and ex-
p l o s i v e s ,  and you could have g o t t e n  some r a t i o n s  i n .  But any-
way, on t h e  1 8 t h ,  it was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  3,000 pounds of  r i c e  
w a s  found up t h e r e  nea r  where you w e r e .  I t  w a s  a t  0755 hours .  
Tha t  w a s  probably b e f o r e  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company g o t  up t h e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  I remember f i n d i n g  a l o t  o f  rice, and I remem-
b e r  a b r i d g e  t h a t  w a s  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  p l a c e  where w e  found t h e  
rice. 

Q. How was i t ?  Where w a s  i t ?  

A.  I n  a baske t .  

Q More than  one baske t  o r  one b a s k e t ?  

A.  Baske ts  a l l  over  t h e  p l a c e .  

Q - Baskets  of rice around t h e r e .  Was it i n  t h e  v i l -
l a g e  o r  was it o u t ?  

A. Y e s ,  i n  a d e s e r t e d  v i l l a g e .  

Q W a s  it hidden o r  r i g h t  o u t  i n  t h e  open? 

A.  No, it w a s  i n  t h e  open, k ind  o f  concealed.  

Q. What? 

A. Kind o f  concealed,  b u t  n o t  a good job.  

Q W a s  t h e r e  an  a t t empt  t o  concea l  i t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q - Was it i n  a house? 

A. Some o f  it w a s .  Some o f  it w a s  i n  back of  t h e  
house. 

Q- Do you know what happened t o  t h e  r i c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  w e  bagged it up o r  something,  and w e  
sh ipped  it o u t ,  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  and took it o u t .  
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Q. They came i n  t o  evacuate i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q *  , The company go t  together .  I d o n ' t  know exac t ly
what t h e  formation was, b u t  they moved from t h e  b r i d e  p o s i t i o n  
where you were. They moved on t o  t h e  north on up t h e  s p i t  
r i g h t  by t h e  ocean t h e r e  and i n t o  a v i l l a g e ,  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  
v i l l a g e ,  up i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and s t a r t e d  t o  round up a bunch of 
Vietnamese from o u t  on t h e  c o a s t a l  a rea .  More than maybe 500 
t o  600 and up t o  1,000 Vietnamese were rounded up up t h e r e  
and brought back t o  t h e  beach. Do you remember t h a t ?  

A .  I remember t h a t .  

Q A whole bunch of ~ i e t n a m e s e .  A couple of v i l l a g e s  
up 'back i n  the re .  These people were brought back t o  t h e  beach. 

Do you remember rounding t h e s e  people up? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. You remember tak ing  them back t o  t h e  beach? 
.J 

A. Not t h a t  n i g h t ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink .  ! 

Q What happened t o  them when you rounded them up?
This  would have been dur ing  t h e  day. 

A. We p u t  them i n  one l o c a t i o n ,  and a f t e r  w e  had four  
of them toge the r ,  you know, f o u r  of the  Vietnamese t o g e t h e r ,  we 
s a w  one o r  two farmers.  This was about 500 meters away. 

Q. Yes? 

A. Then t h a t  n i g h t  w e  g o t  h i t .  

Q .  Did you s e e  t h e  medical teams i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day
wi th  t h e s e  Vietnamese you s e n t  down the re?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q Do you remember t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n  br inging  
some medics? Medical equipment? These people being t r e a t e d  
f o r  whatever problems they had? What was c a l l e d  a MEDCAP? Did 
you know about  t h a t ?  
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A. No, I c a n ' t  remember medics coming i n .  I n o t i c e d  
some h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n  t h a t  day. 

Q You g o t  through rounding t h e s e  people  up, and toward 
dark ,  as it g o t  la ter  t h a t  day,  d i d  you come back and set  up a 
pe r ime te r?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Do you remember s e e i n g  any Vietnamese i n  t h a t  p e r i -
m e t e r ,  ARVN, any s t r a n g e r s ,  m i l i t a r y  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  of  cou r se ,  w e  had cap tu red  one o r  two. One o r  
two w a s  w i t h  u s  t h a t  day.  

Q =  A r e  t h e s e  d e t a i n e e s  o r  are t h e s e  ARVN personne l?  

A. Detainees .  

Q. How many d e t a i n e e s  d i d  you have t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I could remember two, I b e l i e v e .  

Q. Two? 

A. One o r  two. 

Q - Where w e r e  they?  Were they  i n  your  p l a toon  o r  were 
t hey  somewhere e l s e ?  

A. They w e r e  w i t h  t h e  CP. 

Q - They w e r e  w i t h  t h e  CP? Did you see any ARVN s o l d i e r s  
up t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  CP? 

A.  Oh, y e s ,  w e  k e p t  one o r  two w i t h  us  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  a s  
i n t e r p r e t e r s .  

Did you know any o f  t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  I knew some, b u t  I d i d n ' t - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  By name? 

A. No, I d i d n '  t know them by name, I know them by f ace .  
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Q- Were t h e r e  some i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  A t  l e a s t  one o r  two t h e r e ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  i n t e r -
p r e t e r s .  

Q. Did you s e e  any s t r a n g e  U.S. t ypes  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  
know, who w e r e n ' t  i n  Bravo Company, t h e r e ?  

A. S t range?  

Q. W e l l ,  I mean s o l d i e r s  o r  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  had come i n ,  
who you d idn '  t know? 

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  People t h a t  w e r e n ' t  a s s igned  t o  
Bravo Company? 

A .  No, I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q L a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  you a l l  g o t  h i t .  How many rounds 
d i d  you g e t ?  

A. I was on guard  t h e  t i m e  w e  g o t  h i t .  Th is  must have 
been around 1900 o r  2000, I guess .  A f t e r  t h a t  w e  g o t  sma l l  arms 
f i r e .  

Q. Did you see t h e  muzzle b l a s t s ,  or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Muzzle f l a s h ,  yes .  

Q. How f a r  w a s  i t ?  

A. About 200 meters, maybe 250. 

Q. And t h e  sma l l  arms f i r e  came i n  a f t e r  t h e  mor ta r  
rounds? , 

A. Right .  

Q. And evacua t ion  s h i p s  came i n  and g o t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A.  O h ,  ye s ,  s u r e .  
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Q How f a r  was MILUS from you? 

A .  Oh, M I L U S  w a s  25  t o  30 f e e t .  

Q Feet?  

A. I s a i d  me te r s ,  d i d n ' t  I? 

Q. No. 

A. Twenty-five o r  t h i r t y  me te r s .  I w a s  on t h i s  s i d e  
of  t h e  pe r ime te r ;  he was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q The h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n  and took t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  
o u t .  Now ' e a r l i e r  t h a t  day,  d i d  you s e e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  coming 
i n t o  t h o s e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. N o ,  I c a n ' t  remember no a r t i l l e r y .  

Q. Did you h e a r  of  a n  o l d  woman w i t h  h.er l e g  o f f ?  
Wounded, be ing  evacuated? 

A. No. 

Q- A f t e r  t h e  mor ta r  f i r e ,  do you r e c a l l  a i r c r a f t  
f l y i n g  around? 

A. Oh, y e s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  f l a r e s  up a l l  n i g h t .  

Q A i r c r a f t ,  o r  from your  mor ta rs?  

A. No, n o t  from t h e  mortars. I t  was from t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q. W a s  t h i s  fixed-wing o r  h e l i c o p t e r ?  f 

A. I t h i n k  it was fixed-wing. I t h i n k  it was "Snoopy, 
Snoopy1'--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  "Spooky"? 

A. Yes, "Spooky." 

Q Did anyth ing  else occur  t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l ?  

A .  I remember gunships  coming i n  also. 
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' Q.  A l o t  of f i r i n g ?  

A.  Y e s ,  a l o t  of f i r i n g .  

Q Do you recall  a n y  detainees, any-'-it  was only t w o  
t h a t  you r e c a l l  be ing  there--do you remember if t hey  were m i s -
t r e a t e d  o r  n o t ?  

A. N o  t hey  w e r e n ' t  m i s t r e a t e d .  

0- They w e r e  no t ?  
I 

A. No. 

MR WALSH: Did you h e a r  anyth ing  about  t h e  1st P la toon  a c t i o n  
t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. No. 

Q Did you h e a r  any t a l k  about  what t h e i r  body count  
w a s  ? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  any bod ie s  on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  I s a w  some b o d i e s ,  a t  leas t  one,  t h a t  w a s  MILUS. 

Q. All r i g h t .  Do you remember anyone h e a r i n g  o f  a 
Vietnamese woman? 

A.  No. 

COL WILSON: Do you remember g e t t i n g  an o r d e r  any t i m e  du r ing  
t h e  day,  it would have been on t h e  l a t h ,  I guess ,  t o  s t o p  t h e  
burn ing?  S t o p  burn ing  t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  . . 

A .  N o ,  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you remember any t i m e  s e e i n g  any Navy s h i p s  being 
o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  wate r?  

A.  No, I hea rd  some t a l k i n g  about  t h e i r  s h i p s  be ing  ou t  
t h e r e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  see them. 
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Q . Did you hea r  anyth ing  t h a t  they had brought  i n  
some Vietnamese i n  sampans? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  si-r. 

Q Do you have any knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  
any i n q u i r i e s  t h a t  w e r e  conducted on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A. No. 

Q. Nobody asked you any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No. 

Q- Did they  ask anybody you know any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No. 

Q.  You d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody back a t  D o t t i e  o r  Up t igh t
q u e s t i o n i n g  people  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been u n n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d  by any of B/4/3 o r  C/1/20? 

A. No. 

Q. Were you eve r  t o l d  t o  n o t  d i s c u s s  a t  any t ime U.S. 
o r  ARVN personne l  t o r t u r i n g  VC s u s p e c t s  o r  p r i s o n e r s  of  war? 

A. No. 

0. D o  you know i f  ' t h e r e  was any mari juana problem i n  
B/4/3? 

A .  Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. M r .  BROOKS, have you any f u r t h e r  tes t imony o r  any 
s t a t e m e n t s  t o  make t h a t  might ass is t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

No, I t h i n k  t h a t  I s a i d  eve ry th ing  t h a t  I know. 

Q N o  f u r t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s ?  I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  
d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
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i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s ,  
t o  do  b e f o r e  a competent  j
t i o n s  on  t h a t ?  

except t h a t  which 
u d i c i a l  or l e g i s l a t i v e  

you may be 
body. 

r equ i r ed  
Any ques-  

A. No. 

COL WILSON: W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  coming. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1713  hours, ,  29 J a n u a r y  
1970.  ) 
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SUWRY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: CARTER, David S. 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 17 January 197Q 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

-COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P la toon  l e a d e r ,  3d P l a t o o n ,  
(Hosp i t a l i zed )  , B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

M r .  CARTER could n o t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  any c l a s s e s  
on t h e  Rules o f  Land Warfare o r  t h e  Geneva Conventions 
i n  Hawaii. However, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  may have r ece ived  a class 
p r i o r  t o  embarkation (pgs .  7 ,  8 )  . I n  Vietnam, they  r ece ived  
t r a i n i n g  on t h e  proper  handl ing  of  PW's. P r i s o n e r s  were t o  
be  tagged and b l ind fo lded  p r i o r  t o  be ing  s e n t  back f o r  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg.  8 ) .  C i v i l i a n s  were ga the red  t o g e t h e r  
dur ing  a sweep and searched .  A f t e r  completing t h e  sweep, 
they  w e r e  f r e e d .  However, it w a s  common p r a c t i c e  f o r  them 
t o  accompany t h e  m i t  dur ing  a sweep (pgs. 1 2 ,  13) . 

I f  a woman o r  a nonmil i tary-age male r a n ,  no a c t i o n  

was t aken .  However, i f  a m i l i t a r y - a g e  male r a n ,  a warning 

s h o t  was f i r e d  and " h a l t "  w a s  h o l l e r e d  b e f o r e  shoo t ing  

him (pg.  1 4 )  . B/4/3 personne l  were very f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h i s  

procedure  (pg.  15)  . 


B/4/3 reconned by f i r e  i n  un inhabi ted  a r e a s  i f  t h e  

company commander acquiesced (pg.  1 6 ) .  Captain  MICHLES 

w a s  adamant t h a t  B/4/3 t roops  were n o t  t o  shoo t  innocent  

c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 22) . CARTER cannot remember s e e i n g  any 

document e n t i t l e d  "Rules of Engagement" (pg. 11). I t  was 

n o t  unusual  t o  r e c e i v e  o r d e r s  t o  burn v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  

Batangan Pen insu la  o r  " P i n k v i l l e "  a r e a s  (pgs .  17 ,  1 8 ,  19)  . 

The f i r s t  t i m e  they ope ra t ed  i n  t h e  pen insu la  they  w e r e  

i n s t r u c t e d  t o  k i l l  t h e  animals and throw them i n t o  t h e  

w e l l s  (pg.  2 1 ) .  
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by t h e  w i t n e s s  (pg. 2 9 )  . 
c. Marijuana usage was widespread i n  B/4/3. CARTER d i d  

n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  any connect ion between mar i juana  usage 
and w a r  cr imes (pg. 3 9 )  . 

d.  Although CARTER d i d  n o t  t h i n k  WILLINGHAM w a s  a 
good p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  t h e  w i tnes s  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
WILLINGHAM was capable  of  murdering innocent  c i v i l i a n s  
(pgs .  2 6 ,  4 1 )  . 

( CARTER) 3 SUM APP T - 1 7 3  

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


NUNBEK D E S C K T P T l O N  ._ NOT'j!: S PAGES-_ ._ -.-_ _._ __ ... __  __ 
JTF Barker loq., 1 6  March VC KIA credited t o  1-

M-14 I1968 b/4/3  read to w i t .----.. .-. ----. .---- --. . . ---. . -.-----------I- p i t  does not 
. ~ _ + - 1 ~ _ 1 ~ . ! ~ _ b i _ 1 ! ~ _ e - g . - .  allega- .BBINGER'S 


4 SUM APP T-173 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

(Th.e hear ing  reconvened a t  0912 hours., 17 
January 1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hearing w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL E 
WILSON, LTC NOLL and MAJ THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  witness  is  M r .  David S. CARTER. 

(MR CARTER, was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as .follows :) 

RCDR: Please  state your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
residence.  

A. David Stokes CARTER. I ' m  a s tuden t  a t  t h e  
Universi ty  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  Rivers ide ,  and my res idence  i s  
4212 Eldorado, Rivers ide ,  C a l i f o r n i a  92501. 

COL WILSON: M r .  CARTER, before  proceeding with any ques t ions  
I would l i k e  t o  inform you of seve ra l  mat te rs .  The Peers 
Inquiry was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  
Chief of S t a f f  of  t h e  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining 
f a c t s  and making recommendations concerning t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  
i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968. 

I n  conducting h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  General PEERS 
determined it w a s  necessary t o  have a complete i n s i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  ground and a i r  opera t ions  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  
Son My v i l l a g e  a r e a  during t h e  pe r iod  16-19 March 1968. 
He t h e r e f o r e  appointed t h i s  board,  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  i n t e r -
view team C ,  t o  ques t ion  personnel of B/4/3 and prepare 
a complete d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  u n i t  opera t ions .  

General PEERS may be expected t o  come i n  a t  
any t i m e  during t h i s  in terv iew,  o r  any of h i s  group. 

Your testimony w i l l  be taken  under oa th .  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t a p e  recording i s  
being made i f i  add i t ion  t o  t h e  .verbatim no tes  taken by t h e  
r e p o r t e r .  
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Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  re-
p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it is  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  
testimony i n  t h e  f u t u r e  may become a  ma t t e r  of pub l i c  record.  

During t h i s  in terv iew t h e  board w i l l  follow a 
chronological  sequence of ques t ions .  The f i r s t  s e r i e s  of 
ques t ions  w i l l  be concerned with t r a i n i n g  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  and 
a f t e r  a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam. The second concerns t h e  b r i e f -
ing  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  and t h e  next  s e r i e s  
w i l l  be concerned wi th  t h e  opera t ions .  The f i n a l  ques t ions  
w i l l  be concerned with any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  
i n t o  t h e  t a s k  force  opera t ion  during t h a t  per iod .  

We recognize t h a t  you were i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
during t h i s  pe r iod ,  and we w i l l  design our  ques t ion ing  
with t h a t  i n  mind. F i r s t ,  I would l i k e  t o  a sk ,  where 
d i d  you l o s e  your arm? 

A. I l o s t  my arm on a h i l l  known as  74, which 
is  about 2 ki lometers  south of LZ Uptight.  On t h i s .  map 
it appears t o  be g r i d  733824. 

COL WILSON: The witness  r e f e r r e d  t o  Exh ib i t  MAP-4. What 
d a t e  was t h i s ?  

A. .19 Ju ly  1968. 

Q When you went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  
16 March, you d id  r e j o i n  t h e  company a f t e r  you came out  
of t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i x .  

Q - How long were you i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. I was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my know-
ledge,  about 2 weeks. 

Q What was t h e  purpose of t h a t ?  

A.  Shor t ly  be fo re ,  e i t h e r  t h e  14th o r  1 5 t h ,  we 
were moving o f f  a  h i l l ,  and I s l i p p e d  going down t h i s  
h i l l ,  and i n  t r y i n g  t o  keep from f a l l i n g  down, I grabbed 
a limb and wrenched a muscle i n  my back. I s tayed i n  
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t h e  f i e l d  f o r  about another  8 hours before  I was f i n -
a l l y  evacuated t o  the  h o s p i t a l .  

Q What was your assignment a t  t h e  t ime you went 
t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  , 

A .  A t  Lhe time I went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  my assign-
ment a s  platoon leader--to be a p la toon l e a d e r  of t h e  3d 
Platoon,  B / 4 / 3 ,  11th Brigade, Americal. 

Q Which was p a r t  of  Task Force Barker a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. Which was a p a r t  of Task Force Barker. However, 
during t h a t  ope ra t ion  we were n o t  under t h e  command of 
Task Force Barker. We were back under our  o r i g i n a l  command, 
t h e  4 / 3  command. 

Q- Which opera t ion  a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t d  an opera t ion  t h a t  was a  bat-
t a l i o n  sweep. 

Q I f  it's out  of the  P i n k v i l l e  complex--

A. ( In terpos ing)  Yes, w e l l  o u t  of the P i n k v i l l e  
complex. 

Q Now, when you re turned  t o  the  u n i t ,  t o  t h e  company,
2 weeks a f t e r  you l e f t  the  h o s p i t a l ,  d i d  you go back t o  
t h e  same assignment a s  platoon leader?  

A .  No, I didn t. When I came back we had a replace-
ment. Lieutenant  LEWIS had a r r i v e d  while I had been i n  
t h e  h o s p i t a l .  He had my platoon i n  t h e  i n t e r i m  and t h e r e  
was about f ive-- this  is very fuzzy,  somewhere i n  t h e  neigh-
borhood of a week from t h e  time I came back and t h e  time 
I l e f t  t o  go on R&R. I went on R&R,  and when I came back 
from R&R I took over  the  2d Platoon of t h e  same company, 
which was i n  poor shape. 

Q. What do you mean it  was i n  poor shape? 
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A. They had a bunch of replacements .  They didn ' t 
have any d i s c i p l i n e  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  p la toon .  They w e r e n ' t  
even bo the r ing  t o  c a r r y  some of t h e  r e a l l y  e s s e n t i a l  sup- 
p l i e s .  I remember one p a r t i c u l a r  t ime-- I don ' t remember 
t h i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I t  was t o l d  t o  me a s  hea r say .  They 
had t o  borrow claymores b e f o r e  they  went o u t  on ambush, 
and f o r  a p l a toon  i n  Vietnam, t h i s  is  s o r r y  shape.  I t ' s  
r i d i c u l o u s .  

COL WILSON: L e t  me have t h e  morning r e p o r t s  f o r  B Company. 
I ' m  going t o  r e f e r  t o  Exh ib i t  R-4.  T h e  morning r e p o r t  o f  
1 5  March shows t h a t  you were a t t a c h e d  t o  2d S u r g i c a l  Hos- 
p i t a l ,  Chu L a i .  The morning r e p o r t  of  11 March c a r r i e s  
Second L ieu tenan t  LEWIS a t t a c h e d  as o f  t h a t  d a t e ,  EDCSA 
9 March. On t h e  2 1 s t  of March, t h e  morning r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  you a r r i v e d  back a t  t h a t  u n i t .  That  ' s  n o t  ve ry  long.  

A.  T h a t ' s  n o t  2 weeks. It seemed l i k e  2 weeks 
t o  me. 

Q - It  a t t a c h e s  you. The e n t r y  i s ,  "Attached personnel  
a r r i v e d ,  a t t a c h e d  from USARV P a t i e n t  Casua l ty  Company pending 
EDCSA. " And then  on 2 6  March t h e  morning r e p o r t  p i c k s  
you up as p r e s e n t ,  a s s igned .  

A. The d i f f e r e n c e  may have been due to--I  had a 
p r o f i l e  when I g o t  o u t  of  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  and I was going 
t o  go back o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  and Colonel  BARKER would n o t  
l e t  m e  go o u t  t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I q o t  it waived i n  a 
couple  o f  days a f t e r  I came back.  That  may have been p a r t  
of  t h a t  f i g u r e .  I d o n ' t  completely unders tand morning 
r e p o r t s .  I was a p l a toon  l e a d e r .  

Q 9 Now, a s  I unders tand i t ,  L ieu tenan t  L E c l I S  
d i d  n o t  t a k e  over  your  p l a t o o n  p r i o r  t o  your go ing  t o  
t h e  h o s p i t a l  . 
A .  No. He d i d n ' t .  

Q - And al though t h e  morning r e p o r t  p i cks  him up 
a s  p r e s e n t  on 11 March, you d i d n ' t  meet him b e f o r e  going 
t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  
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A. I d i d n ' t .  H e  must have s tayed back t o  the 
r e a r  o r  something. 

Q We have you re tu rn ing  from R & R ,  Tokyo f o r  5 
days,  h e r e  on 17 A p r i l ,  and then  you took over the  2d 
Platoon. M r .  CARTER, before  you depar t  from Washington 
I ' m  going t o  ask Major THOMAS t o  g ive  you a good debr ief -
i n g  on wi tnesses ,  personnel t h a t  you remember. W e  ' ve  go t  
a r o s t e r .  We're having a very d i f f i c u l t  t ime l o c a t i n g  
people. You may be a b l e  t o  give us an i d e a  of t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  
where we might be a b l e  t o  f i n d  some of these  people. 

A. The only person t h a t  I know s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  and 
I d o n ' t  have h i s  address w i t h  m e ,  i s  Lieutenant  MUNDY. 

Q Lieutenant  MUNDY? But you do have h i s  address? 

A. I do have h i s  address , and I '11 be more than  
happy t o  g e t  it t o  you. 

Q You can have our  phone number and c a l l  us. U s -
u a l l y ,  we can f i n d  t h e  o f f i c e r s  e a s i e r  than we can t h e  en-
l i s t e d  men, because they have b e t t e r  records o r  l e s s  records.  
W e  have s o  many addresses f o r  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men once they 
a r e  discharged. A t  any r a t e ,  w e  '11 g ive  you a debr ie f ing  
on wi tnesses  t o  see i f  we can poss ib ly  move a l i t t l e  f a s t e r  
on loca t ions .  What was t h e  normal procedure t h a t  Captain 
MICHLES used f o r  t h e  prel iminary b r i e f i n g  of h i s  company 
p r i o r  t o  an opera t ion?  

A. He b r i e f e d  the  platoon l eader s .  H e  usual ly  g o t  
them a l l  toge the r  and t o l d  them what w a s  happening. Gave 
us a l l  the c u r r e n t  poop. Where we were going, who was 
going t o  do what. I t  w a s  no formal,  f i v e  paragraph f i e l d  
o r d e r ,  b u t  it was-- j u s t  about everyth ing  was i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Did you normally, when you moved ou t  on a bat-
t a l i o n  opera t ion  o r  a t a sk  fo rce  opera t ion  as  opposed t o  
a company o r  a platoon opera t ion ,  know how long you were 
going t o  be i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  
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A. No, w e  d i d n ' t .  W e  were told a c e r t a i n  e s t i m a t e .  
One day i n  February  w e  w e r e  t o l d  no-t t o  t a l c e  any b e d r o l l s .  
W e  w e r e  on ly  go ing  t o  g o  o u t  f o r  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  and we w e r e  
o u t  f o r  6 days .  

Q What d i d  you do f o r  b e d r o l l s ?  

A. L a t e r  on ,  abou t  t h e  f o u r t h  day ,  t h e y  w e r e  flown 
i n  t o  u s .  The 1st P l a toon  d i d  n o t  go o u t .  They went 
back t o  D o t t i e  and p icked  up a l l  o u r  s t u f f  and b rough t  
it o u t  t o  u s .  

Q So, normal ly  i f  you w e r e  go ing  t o  s t a y  o u t ,  you 
would t a k e  your  b e d r o l l s .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  February  i s  t h e  c h i l l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  
y e a r .  

Q Would you say  a s  a r u l e ,  when you went  on  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and I ' m  speak ing  of  two o r  more com-
p a n i e s ,  t h a t  you d i d  normal ly  take b e d r o l l s .  

A .  I f  you w e r e  go ing  t o  s t a y  o u t  f o r  a coup l e  o f  
days ,  y e s ,  you took  b e d r o l l s .  

Q.  W a s  t h e r e  any SOP i n  Bravo Company on wear ing  
o f  f l a k  j a c k e t s ?  

A .  There  was f o r  a w h i l e .  For  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  
Cap t a in  MICHLES wro t e  an SOP, o r  t h a t  a p p a r e n t l y  came down 
from t a s k  f o r c e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  f o r  a w h i l e  it w a s  man-
d a t o r y  t h a t  everyone wear flak j a c k e t s .  T h i s  w a s  f o r  a cer-
t a i n  p e r i o d .  Then a f t e r  t h a t ,  i f  you d i d n '  t want them you 
cou ld  t u r n  them back i n .  

Q. Do you remember when t h i s  was e f f e c t i v e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  I do. I t  came i n t o  e f f e c t  between t h e  
t i m e  I was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and t h e  t i m e  I went on R&R.  

Q I t  would have been from t h e  t i m e  you went t o  
t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  o r  somewhere i n  t h a t  p e r i o d .  
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A. Somewhere i n  t h a t  pe r iod .  I t  became e f f e c t i v e  
du r ing  that pe r iod .  

Q. Were you with  t h e  11 th  Brigade i n  Hawaii? 

A .  Y e s ,  I w a s .  

Q. You w e r e  w i t h  B Company a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You went through Vietnam wi th  B company? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- W a s  t h e  company given any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  i n  
H a w a i i  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  handl ing  p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r ,  d i s p o s i -
t i o n  of noncombatants, such as t h a t ?  

A. I f  t h e r e  were,  I wasn' t p r e s e n t  f o r  them. I was 
only p r e s e n t  f o r  about 2 months i n  Hawaii b e f o r e  I sh ip -
ped over  t o  Vietnam. During t h a t  t i m e  I went on two major 
t r a i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and due t o  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  t h e  
j u n i o r  l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  company, I had a bunch o f  o t h e r  
s t u f f  t o  do i n  which I had t o  l eave  my p l a toon  and go some 
p l a c e  else. Qui te  o f t e n  I w a s n ' t  w i th  my p l a toon  i n  cer-
t a i n  a r e a s  of t r a i n i n g .  I d o n ' t  remember, however, r u l e s  
of war and how t o  handle  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war and t h i s  s o r t  
of t h i n g .  They t augh t  us t h a t  i n  OCS. W e  had t a g s  t o  t a g  
ou r  p r i s o n e r s  w i th  once we g o t  over  t h e r e .  

Q. I was t h i n k i n g  more of  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  might 
have been given t h e  company. 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember any t r a i n i n g  o f  t h a t  t ype .  

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  a t  any t i m e ,  a  judge.  advocate  
o f f i c e r  coming down and g iv ing  you a l e c t u r e  on r u l e s  of  
l and  w a r f a r e ,  Geneva Convention,  l e g a l i t y  o f  o r d e r s ,  p r i s -
one r s ,  e t  c e t e r a ?  

7 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-173 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I don ' t remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  , b u t  t h a t  I s  n o t  
r e a l l y  very good, because th ings  were i n  such a m e s s .  I 
was up sometimes 20 hours a day, running around doing t h i n g s ,  
inspec t ing  weapons, packing t h i n g s ,  i n s p e c t i n g  t h i n g s ,  teach-
ing  c l a s s e s ,  prepar ing  f o r  c l a s s e s .  

Q a Did you e v e r  give a c l a s s  on r u l e s  of land war-
f a r e ?  I 

A.  I donft remember g iv ing  a c l a s s  on r u l e s  of 
land  warfare .  

Q How about Geneva Convention? 

A .  I never gave a c l a s s  on t h e  Geneva Convention. 
I b e l i e v e  we d i d ,  y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  we d id .  It may have 
been--it was 2 weeks before  we g o t  over  t h e r e .  They 
g o t  t h e  whole b a t t a l i o n  toge the r  i n  an auditorium. That 
may have been it. I remember t h e r e  was a l s o  some s t u f f  
about venerea l  d i s e a s e  and use of drugs.  I t h i n k  it  was 
a 2-hour block.  I 

Q. Given by somebody o u t s i d e  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Yes, given by somebody ou t s ide  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  

Q - -What about a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? Was 
any t r a i n i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i r e c t e d  towards these  s u b j e c t s ?  

I 

A .  Yes, t h e r e  was. There was some a t  Carantan f i r e  
base.  Every u n i t  t h a t  went ou t  as a company went through 
this c e r t a i n  set of t r a i n i n g .  One of t h e  th ings  t h a t  was 
covered completely t h e r e  was how t o  handle p r i s o n e r s .  

Did you cons ider  t h i s  p r e t t y  good t r a i n i n g ?  

A .  I f  nothing e l s e ,  i t  gave the  men an i d e a  what 
t o  expect  and what t o  do i n  a case l i k e  t h i s .  

& What was t h e  po l i cy  on tagging PW's? Did the  
platoon l e a d e r s  do it or  squad l e a d e r s ?  
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A .  The b a t t a l i o n  PW's ,  a s  f a r  a s  I am concerned,  
when we--in my p l a toon  a t  l e a s t ,  when we took a p r i s o n e r  
o r  a suspec t ed  VC o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  w e  tagged him. 
I f  it  was i n  a ha rd  a r e a ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  P i n k v i l l e ,  w e  
would p u t  a  bag over  h i s  head. Although Capta in  MICHLES 
was adamant about  t h i s ,  t h a t  we do t h i s  w i th  a l l  p r i s o n e r s ,  
I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o .  The reason was t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  i n -
nocent  people  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  count ry .  So g e n e r a l l y ,  
i f  it w a s  i n  a ha rd  a r e a ,  P i n k v i l l e  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w e  
bound them and pu t  a sandbag over  t h e i r  head and p u t  
them i n  a chopper. A f t e r  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  some 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  i n  t a s k  f o r c e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. I had 
no connec t ion  wi th  t h a t .  A l l  I have i s  hearsay .  They 
went t o  t h e  MP's t o  t h e  ARVN I s .  

Q. ' Did you have a r e g u l a r  s e t  of t a g s  t h a t  you
c a r r i e d  w i t h  you t o  t a g  the '  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  d i d .  W e  had t h e  r e g u l a r  t a g s .  There 
w e r e  two t a g s  w e  had t o  f i l l  o u t  f o r  each p r i s o n e r  of  w a r .  

Q You used t h e  term hard  a r e a .  W a s  t h e  normal 
A0 of  Task Force Barker cons idered  a ha rd  a r e a ?  

A .  No, no t  t h e  whole . t h i n g .  It was c e r t a i n  a r e a s  
t h a t  were cons idered  a hard a r e a .  Every t i m e  we went n e a r  
it w e  took c a s u l t i e s .  The p e n i n s u l a  and--although t h e  
~ i n k v i l l ew a s  n o t  d i , r e c t l y  w i t h i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  A 0  it 
very probably w a s  an ex t ens ion .  J u s t  about  any th ing  sou th  
o f  t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e  i s  a hard a r e a .  

COL WILSON: L e t  m have t h e  VACV c a r d  e x h i b i t s .  

(The r e c o r d e r  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

The f i r s t  E x h i b i t  i s  M - 2 .  I t ' s  a f a c s i m i l e  
o f  a MACV w a l l e t  s i z e d  ca rd  e n t i t l e d i  "Nine Rules ."  Have 
you e v e r  s een  t h i s  ca rd?  You ' l l  f i n d  t h e  back of it on 
t h e  nex t  page. 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Where d i d  you s e e  t h i s  ca rd?  

(CARTER) 9 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-173 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  the  f i r s t  time I saw it was 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  w e  a r r i v e d  i n  country.  I'm n o t  su re .  I 
may have seen it i n  Hawaii. 

a - Did you have one of these  cards?, 

A .  I had one of those cards.  

Q- Was t h e  card  i s sued  t o  your t roops?  

A .  The cards  %werei s sued  t o  our t roops .  

Q How? 

A. Through t h e  company l e v e l ,  I be l i eve .  

Q Pardon? 

A .  N o .  Somebody brought them down t o  t h e  platoon 
se rgean t s .  The platoon serge  an t s  passed them o u t .  

Q The next  e x h i b i t  is M - 3  -and i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "The 
Enemy i n  Your Hands, " two pages,  the  f a c s i m i l e  of  t h e  card.  
Have you seen  t h i s  e x h i b i t ?  I t  i s  another  w a l l e t  s i z e d  
card .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  see ing  t h a t  card.  

Q- You don' t remember t h a t  card.  This i s  t h e  one 
t h a t  had some t r a n s l a t i o n s  on i t .  

A. That ' s  what I was looking a t .  

Q But you d o n ' t  remember seeing t h a t ?  

A.  It  seems t o  me, i f  I had those  t r a n s l a t i o n s  
I would have remembered them, because I could have used 
them a t  one time o r  another .  

Q The next card is  f o r  o f f i c i a l  use only.  It i s  
Exh ib i t  M - 4 ,  and it  is  e n t i t l e d ,  "Guidance f o r  Commanders i n  
Vietnam. " It is by General WESTMORELAND. Have you e v e r  
seen  t h i s  card? 
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A .  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  it. 

LTC NOLL: I have a q u e s t i o n  on t h e  t r a i n i n g .  I under-
s t a n d  t h a t  the u n i t  went through an  o r i e n t a t i o n  pe r iod  when 
i t  f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam. What about an o f f i c e r  l i k e  
L ieu tenan t  LEWIS, d i d  he r e c e i v e  an o r i e n t a t i o n  a t  b a t t a l -
i o n  o r  b r i g a d e  l e v e l  b e f o r e  he  w a s  ass igned  down? 

A. I would have no way o f  knowing. I never  asked 
him. He d i d  n o t  come o v e r  wi th  us .  I have no way o f  know-
ing .  I c a n ' t  remember having asked him. 

Q What about t h e  e n l i s t e d  replacements?  Were they 
r e q u i r e d  t o  go  i n t o  a school  a t  a f i r e  s u p p o r t  base?  

A.  Y e s .  They would go through some s c h o o l ,  I b e l i e v e  
a t  Chu L a i ,  b e f o r e  they  came i n .  I b e l i e v e  it  was a t  Chu 
La i .  I may be wrong on t h a t .  

Q Do you have any i d e a  how long they  were i n  
count ry  b e f o r e  they  were a s s igned  t o  your  company? 

A. Usually about a week. 

COL WILSON: Were you e v e r  t o l d  o r  d i d  you e v e r  r ead  a docu-
ment which may have been e n t i t l e d ,  "Rules of Engagement"? 

A. Rules of Engagement. I t  s u r e  sounds f a m i l i a r .  

Q* I d o n ' t  know whether t h i s  document would have 
f i l t e r e d  down t o  t h e  company l e v e l  o r  no t .  

A .  I remember something about it. One of t h e  
l i e u t e n a n t s  i n  t h e  company was t a l k i n g  about  i t .  I b e l i e v e  
it was L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN who was t a l k i n g  about  i t  a t  LZ 
Carantan.  

Q. You mean t h i s  was when you f i r s t  g o t  over  t h e r e ?  

A .  When we f i r s t  g o t  o v e r  t h e r e .  He was t a l k i n g  
about r u l e s  of engagement, and he  w a s  involved  wi th  a 
c l a s s  o r  something i n  some way. 

Q Did you e v e r  see a document on t h i s ?  
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A .  I don ' t  remember. 

Q Did you have any i n d i r e c t  f i r e  weapons i n  your 
platoon? 

A. Well, I t r i e d ,  b u t  they took them away from us. 
I t r i e d  t o  g e t  a 60 mortar one time. That was taken away 
from us.  

Q .  W i l l  you desc r ibe  t o  me your understanding as  
t o  what you were t o  do i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n  as  a platoon 
l eader  when you approached a v i l l a g e ?  

A. When you approached a v i l l a g e .  Tha t ' s  a very 
nebulous ques t ion .  I t  depends e n t i r e l y  on t h e  circumstances 
of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

&. L e t ' s  put  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  and 
l e t ' s  say you conducted a combat a s s a u l t  i n  t h e  proximity--

A. ( In terpos ing)  Okay. The combat a s s a u l t ,  t h e  
first t h i n g  t h a t  had t o  be done w a s  t o  conso l ida te  t h e  
platoon and g e t  them i n  one a r e a ,  and usua l ly  i n  t h e  d i rec -
t i o n  you were t o  go. You would move o u t  always on l i n e ,  
e s s e n t i a l l y  always on l i n e ,  and sweep t h e  s e c t o r .  I f  you 
w e r e  s h o t  a t ,  you shoot  back. I f  somebody was h u r t ,  g e t  a 
medic over  t o  h i m  and keep on moving u n t i l  your s e c t o r  
was swept. 

Q. In  a s i t u a t i o n  where you conducted a combat a s s a u l t  
i n t o  an open a r e a ,  and t h e  p la toons  poss ib ly  moved o u t  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s ,  and a platoon was going t o  sweep t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  what would normally be done with noncombatants? 
And t h i s  aga in  i s  i n  a hard area?  

A .  The noncombatants were t o  be ga thered  up, usua l ly  
by a p la toon se rgean t  and a couple of  men, and they  would 
send them over .  They would ga the r  them up and keep them 
consol ida ted .  

Q And t hen  what would you even tua l ly  do with them? 

A .  Keep them t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  a r e a  
was thoroughly searched,  and disband them when w e  l e f t  
t h e  a rea .  
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Q L e t  them go? 

A. Let  them go. 

Q . A t  any t i m e  when you ope ra t ed ,  and I assume 
you d i d  o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  o r  sou th  of  t h e  
r i v e r ,  were t h e r e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  t o  move t h e  noncom-
b a t a n t s ,  o r  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  a r e a s ,  back o u t  of  
t h e  a r e a ,  o r  were they j u s t  rounded up and al lowed t o  
go back i n t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, they  w e r e n ' t .  I n  none of ou r  a s s a u l t s  d i d  
w e  e v e r  g e t  any d i r e c t  f i r e  t h a t  I w a s  i n ,  and now t h e r e  w e r e  
some t h a t  I heard  about  whi le  I was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  there 
and on R&R t h a t  t hey  d i d  g e t  some d i r e c t  f i r e .  Somewhere 
a c r o s s  a b r i d g e ,  somewhere where Major TRINKLE was wounded, 
and i n  i n s t a n c e s  l i k e  t h i s ,  t hey  had d i r e c t  f i r e .  Sweeping 
through a v i l l a g e  l i k e  t h i s ,  however, it w a s  a good 
t h i n g  t o  keep them wi th  u s ,  because they  were C h a r l i e ' s  
people  and C h a r l i e  w a s n ' t  going t o  shoot  h i s  own people .  So 
w e  k e p t  them wi th  us .  I n  t h e  gene ra l  v i c i n i t y .  W e  d i d n ' t  
have them i n  l i n e  wi th  t h e  t r o o p s .  

COL WILSON: W e ' l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  recess. 

(The hea r ing  r eces sed  a t  0950 h o u r s ,  1 7  January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0 9 5 3  hour s ,  1 7  
January 1970 .  ) 

COL WILSOIil: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  
a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  M r .  WALSB i s  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

COL WILSON: I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under o a t h .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: I n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  say you a r e  con f ron ted  by 
a number of Vietnamese running from your p l a toon .  What 
a c t i o n s  a r e  t o  be taken?  
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A. I t  depends i f  they a r e  male o r  female, and i f  
you can d i sce rn  t h a t  they a r e  male and they a r e  obviously 
m i l i t a r y  age,  i f  they can be running and a r e  b i g  enough, 
shoot .  I f  they a r e  not m i l i t a r y  age o r  women, you do not  
shoot .  

Q Is t h e r e  any sequence of a c t i o n  taken be f o r e  you
shoot? 

A. Y e s ,  a warning and a s h o t  over t h e  head. 

Q. What do you mean warning? 

A. You h o l l e r  "dung lai ," o r  "dung l a y ,  " o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  expression.  

Q The Vietnamese words you s a i d  mean what? 

A. Stop,  a s  f a r  as  I know. This may no t  be accura te .  
I ' v e  fo rgo t t en  what the  a c t u a l  words were t h a t  w e r e  used, 
b u t  a t  t h e  t i m e  I thought i t  meant s t o p .  

Q You have descr ibed  t o  m e  what seems t o  be t h e  
sequence of  a c t i o n  you 'd  have taken. Would you g o  through 
them one more time i n  sequence? 

A .  We would come through a v i l l a g e  and w e  would see 
a couple of f i g u r e s  break out  across  t h e  r i c e  paddies ,  
300 yards ahead of u s .  You h o l l e r e d  a t  them and t o l d  them 
t o  s top .  I f  they were mil i tary-aged males,  i f  you can d is -
cern they a r e  males, you shoot  a t  them. 

Q You s a i d  something about a warning. 

A. I mentioned t h e  warning. 

Q =  Is t h a t  t o  s t o p ?  

A. Yes, t o  s top .  

8. And then  i f  they continued t o  run you f i r e d  a t  
them? 
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A .  Yes, w e  f i r e d  a t  t h e m  i f  we could d i s c e r n  t h a t  they 
were males. In  o t h e r  words , we don' t shoot  a t  t h e  women. 

Q. A t  what d i s t a n c e  i n  black pajamas can you t e l l  a 
ma1.e from a female? 

You can t e l l  from a good d i s t a n c e ,  because they r u n  
f  f e r e n t l  .y. Probably up t o  250  o r  300 meters you should be 
l e  t o  d i  .scern t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between male and female with 

some accuracy and some r e l i a b i l i t y .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  warning s h o t s  should be 

f i r e d ?  


A. Y e s ,  I mentioned t h a t .  You h o l l e r e d  "stop" and 

then  t h e  warning shot .  


Q. I d i d n ' t  know when you s a i d  warning you meant a 
$ warning shot .  

A. When I r e f e r  t o  warning, i t ' s  "Stop!" and "bang" 
over  t h e  head. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Now, do you f e e l  t h a t  t h e  people of B 
Company knew t h i s ?  

A .  Yes. I know they knew it. 

Q. HOW'. o f t e n  were they t o l d ?  

A. Captain MICHLES passed i t  down a h a l f  a dozen t imes.  

Q. Did he e v e r  g e t  up i n  f r o n t  of t h e  company as  a 

group and t e l l  them what t o  do i n  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s ?  


A. Yes. 

Q *  Have you ever  seen ,  whi le  with opera t ions  i n  Bravo 
Company, any indiscr iminate  f i r i n g ?  

A. Only when w e  were being s h o t  a t .  

Q. You only took someone under f i r e  when you were 

taken under f i r e ,  is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
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A. I n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r e .  I assume your  r e f e r r i n g - - i n -  
d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g ,  I t h i n k ,  would be f i r i n g  i n  a f i r e  f i g h t .  
I wouldn ' t  s a y  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g  would be  shoo t ing  c i v i l -  
i a n s  when t h e r e  is  a male t o  be s h o t  a t ,  o r  s h o o t i n g  c i v i l i a n s  
when t h e r e  was no male t o  be s h o t  a t .  I n d i s c r i m i n a t e  is spray ing  
t h e  a r e a .  

Q- That 's r i g h t .  Sometimes r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  reconnais-
ance by f i r e .  

A. We used a reconna issance  by f i r e  when w e  had some 
c o n t a c t  b e f o r e .  Although i t  was a d i f f e r e n t  company, i n  a 
d i f f e r e n t  u n i t  t h e  day I was h i t ,  w e  used reconna issance  by 
f i r e .  

Q. The day you were h i t .  Now, t h a t ' s  when you l o s t  
your  arm? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. That day you w e r e  us ing  reconniassance  by f i r e ?  

A. 'That day we were us ing  reconniassance  by f i r e .  They 
had been throwing rounds a t  us and t r i e d  an a s s a u l t  i n  broad 
d a y l i g h t  on us  a t  t h e  h i l l  we were on.  W e  knew t h a t  t hey  w e r e  
i n  t h e r e ,  and w e  knew t h a t  t hey  were "gooks." W e  knew they  
w e r e  i n  t h e r e ,  and we were s h o o t i n g  by reconniassance  by f i r e .  
Occas iona l ly ,  w e  used reconniassance  by f i r e  i n  abandoned areas. 
A l o t  of  a r e a s  i n  between Highway 1 and t h e  c o a s t  a r e a ,  
P i n k v i l l e ,  where t h e r e  is  very l i t t l e  i n h a b i t a t i o n  o r  any-
t h i n g .  And we  go i n t o  an a r e a  l i k e  t h i s  q u i t e  o f t e n .  W e  used 
reconniassance  by f i r e .  I t  was a r o u t i n e  t h i n g ,  b u t  I c l e a r e d  
it w i t h  t h e  CO f i r s t .  W e  d i d  t h i s  i n  an a r e a  where t h e r e  
w a s  no c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion .  

Q- How would you know which of t h e s e  w e r e  i n h a b i t e d  
and which o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  w e r e  n o t  i n h a b i t e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  I was i n  t h a t  a r e a  probably f o r  a t o t a l  of  
f i v e  and one h a l f  months, and I knew every  t r a i l .  

Q- W a i t  a minute. T 'm t a l k i n g  about  P i n k v i l l e .  

A. P i n k v i l l e ,  okay. Down t h e r e ,  I w a s n ' t  down t h e r e  
t o o  many t i m e s .  I wouldn' t know. We d i d  recon by f i r e ,  
though, a s  w e  were moving through t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q I f  you were conduct ing a  combat a s s a u l t  i n  the Pink-
v i l l e  a r e a ,  and you moved a c r o s s  this b i t  of l a n d  over  t h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  t h a t  runs  up i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  and you approached 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  would you use reconna issance  by f i r e ?  

A. I f  i t  was an un inhabi ted  a r e a .  

Q- Was B Company e v e r  t o l d  a t  any t ime ,  o r  d i d  you 
e v e r  r e c e i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  b u m  any v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Where w e r e  they?  When was t h i s ?  

A. February.  

Q - Was this v i l l a g e  t o  be burned--was t h i s  P i n k v i l l e  
i t s e l f ,  My L a i  ( I ) ?  

A .  My La i  (1) and My Lai  ( 2 )  a r e  on t h i s  b i t  of  l and .  
Th i s  a r e a  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  g r i d  square-- in  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  
o f  t h e  l e f t  h a l f  of g r i d  square  7380 ( E x h i b i t  MAP-4) . Also 
s l i g h t l y  below it. 

Q. T h e  w i tnes s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a complex o f  houses which 
was nor thwes t  of  My L a i  (1) o r  P i n k v i l l e .  Now, what about 
P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f ?  Were you e v e r  t o l d  t o  burn t h a t ?  

A .  No, w e  w e r e n ' t .  J u s t  a minute .  From my r e c o l l e c -
t i o n s ,  the o t h e r  p l a t o o n  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  h e r e  had t h e  job 
of  sweeping t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  and w e  w e r e  sweeping t h i s  a r e a  
over  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on MAP-4). 

Q. I ' m  going t o  ask you a t  t h e  end of  t h e  ques t ion ing  
p e r i o d  t o  s i t  down wi th  Colonel  NOLL and a map and ske t ch  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  me. Right now I ' m  j u s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
burn ing  p a r t .  You were t o l d  i n  February,  t h e n ,  t o  burn t h i s  
a r e a  of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  up t h e r e ,  which appa ren t ly  are p a r t  
of  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  o r  My Lai  (1). Were you t o l d  t o  burn any 
o t h e r  v i l l a g e ?  

$ 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  We were t o l d  t o  burn t h e  s e c t i o n  up 
h e r e .  Right  a t  t h e  t i p .  My p l a toon  w a s  t o  sweep up and burn 
it. W e  s t a r t e d  and g o t  about halfway through and g o t  t h e  o r d e r  
t o  s t o p  burning.  
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Q.  This  is an a r e a  s t i l l  on MAP-4, n o r t h  of My L a i  (1).
How were these  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given? 

A. Though t h e  CO. 

Q. And what d i d  he say?  

, A. "Burn it. I' 

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  he s a y ,  "Tota l ly  demolish i t " ?  

A. It  's  been a long time. I c a n ' t  remember the  exac t  
words, bu t  I can remember--I do remember t h e  words, no t  t h e  
words, b u t  t h e  meaning of t h e  opera t ion .  From what I under 
s tood from him, I was supposed t o  sweep through h e r e ,  ga the r  
up t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  and to rch  everyth ing  o f f .  

Q. Now, these  v i l l a g e s  were i n h a b i t e d  then? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  They were inhab i t ed .  

Q Were you given any i n s t r u c t i o n s  regarding  food s tocks? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember any s p e c i f i a  i n s t r u c t i o n  regarding 
food s tocks .  It was SOP i n  an a r e a  l i k e  t h i s .  W e  were supposed 
t o  spread t h e  r i c e  around and des t roy  t h e  food s tocks .  I don ' t  
remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  any animals i n  t h e  a r e a .  I do up i n  
t h e  peninsula ,  i n  which case they  were s h o t .  

Q - I n  an a rea  l i k e  t h i s ,  now how do we s e p a r a t e  what 
we ' re  t a l k i n g  about.  We ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  i n  
one p lace ,  and then  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about t h e  peninsula  a r e a  i n  
another  p lace .  Was t h e  peninsula  a r e a  and t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea  
considered t h e  same? 

A. W e l l ,  t he  peninsula  a rea  wasn ' t  i nhab i t ed  as  much 
as P i n k v i l l e  was, but  then  we took more c a s u a l t i e s  i n  the  
peninsula  a rea  than  we d id  down i n  P i n k v i l l e .  Although both 
of t h e m  were considered h o t t e r  than  h e l l .  

Q But it was normal i n  t h e  peninsula  a rea .  I f  I ' m  
i n c o r r e c t  c o r r e c t  m e .  It was no,rlnal Fn the  peninsula  a r e a  and 
i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  and I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  now t o  My Lai (1) 
which is  where you descr ibed  t h i s  opera t ion ,  t o  des t roy  l i v e -
s t o c k  and v i l l a g e s ?  
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A. Not SOP a l l  t h e  time. I f  the  dec i s ion  was made 
and we were ordered t o  bum the  v i l l a g e ,  we went ahead and de-
s t royed t h e  l i v e s t o c k .  

Q. I n  the  number of opera t ions  t h a t  you conducted i n  
t h i s  a r e a ,  you s a i d  it wasn ' t  SOP a l l  t h e  t ime,  was t h i s  done 
more o f t e n  than n o t ? '  

A. W e l l ,  your t a l k i n g  about such a small. number of 
times t h a t  I was r e a l l y  down i n  P i n k v i l l e .  Both times I was 
down t h e r e ,  one time we burned, and we d i d  n o t  burn t h e  sec-
ond time. W e  d i d  no t  t e a r  up t h e  second time. Peninsula ,  
the  f i r s t  t i m e  we  burned i t ,  and one o t h e r  t ime we burned 
t h i s  one p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e  I ' m  th inking  about t h a t  was 
i n  t h e  area.  

Q - When you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  peninsula ,
when you went on t h e  opera t ion ,  were you t o l d  t o  go out  and 
burn t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir. A s ,  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h e  f i r s t  time I 
burned t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e  t h a t  my p la toon and another  
platoon t h a t  I had with me were sea rch ing ,  I c a l l e d  t h e  CO 
and asked him s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  " I t  was searched,  secured,  w e  've 
q o t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  gathered up, everyth ing .  Do you want us t o  
burn i t ? "  "Yes, to rch  i t  o f f .  " I h a t e  t o  throw anything 
l i k e  t h a t  on a dead man, b u t  t h a t  's t h e  t r u t h .  

Q I t ' s  necessary t h a t  we g e t  the t r u t h  on t h i s  th ing .
You d o n ' t  know i f  you a r e  r e f l e c t i n g  on your commander anyhow, 
because he may have been t o l d  t o  do t h i s .  He's following i n -
s t r u c t i o n s .  What w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  determine i s  t h e  normal 
procedures and normal opera t ions ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  Now, l e t  me ask you about opera t ions  f u r t h e r  
west of t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f ,  back down road 521, f o r  example, 
which I am s u r e  you a r e  f m i l i a r  with.  

', A. I 1 m . n o t  t h a t  f a m i l i a r  with it. 

Q. ' W e l l ,  you remember H i l l  8 5 ,  d o n ' t  you? 

A. I remember see ing  it ,  yes .  

Q Do you remember t h e  o ld  French f o r t  here?  
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A. No, I was never  down t h a t  f a r .  

Q. L e t  I s  say back i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  away from t h e  c o a s t ,  
would t h e  same type  procedures  ho ld?  We're s t i l l  i n  what the 
people  seem t o  r e f e r  t o ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  Task Force Barker ,  as t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  complex. 

A.  I wouldn ' t  r e f e r  t h a t  t o  P i n k v i l l e .  P i n k v i l l e  i s  
r i g h t  n e x t  t o .  t h a t  s t i n t  of  l a n d .  That  s h o r t  l i t t l e  pen insu la  
that s t i c k s  up. 

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ?  

A.  Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  what I r e f e r  t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e .  I was 

n o t  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  e i t h e r .  My p l a t o o n  was on Up t igh t ,  but 
I do  remember some burn ing  going on down t h e r e .  I ' l l  say this--
I remember s i t t i n g  a t  Upt igh t  and watching burn ing  down i n  t h a t  
a r e a ,  and I d i d n ' t  know my platoon--the r e s t  o f  my company was 
o u t .  I d i d n ' t  know i f  it was my company o r  ano the r  company 
doing it, because i t  was a combined o p e r a t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  wi th  
C/1 /20 ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I have it down, a n o t e  l i k e  t h a t ,  i n  
l e t t e r s  t a l k i n g  about  i t ,  because I remember t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
because a s e r g e a n t  i n  ou r  p l a toon  g o t  h i t  i n  t h e  b u t t o c k s  by 
a b u l l e t .  The b u l l e t  lodged between h i s  w a l l e t  and t h e  s e a t  
o f  hi 's pan t s  and burned. T h a t ' s  why it  caused s o  much pa in .  
I remember t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  w r i t i n g  my f o l k s  about  i t  and tel-
l i n g  them they  were w i th  C/1/20. 

&. This was . sou th  of t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  This  was f a i r l y  ea r ly - -  

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You s a i d  you were s i t t i n g  a t  Up-
t i g h t  and you could s e e  t h e  burn ing?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  You could s e e  t h e  whole a r e a .  I t  was 
a t  n i g h t ,  o r  it was a t  dusk.  

Q - Yes. But now a t  Up t igh t ,  where d i d  t h i s  man g e t  
wounded, o r  was t h e  man i n  C Company t h a t  you were t a l k i n g  
about?  

A. No. My p l a toon  was on Up t igh t ,  b u t  t h e  rest o i  my 
company was down sou th  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  My platoon--we had 
been o u t  f o r  t h e  l a s t  5 days i n  row. I t  was du r ing  t h e  t i m e  
I was t h e  on ly  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  l i e u t e n a n t  t y p e ,  i n  t h e  company. 
I had been o u t  f o r  about  a week, and they  dec ided  t o  send  t h e  
o t h e r  two o u t ,  and t h e  company commander was w i t h  them. 
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Q - And t h i s  was dawn sou th  o f  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. This  was' sou th  of  t h e  r i v e r .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  my 
company was s o u t h  of  t h e  r i v e r .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where 
they  w e r e .  They were--somebody was i n  the g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y ,  
and there was some burning going on. 

Q This  was a t  n i g h t  t h a t  you s a w  t h i s ?  

A. A t  dusk.  

Q. D i d  you have any photographs o f  t h i s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  There w a s n ' t  enough l i g h t  t o  t a k e  
photographs.  

a =  What? I n  t h e s e  a r e a s  t h a t  you r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r ,  
where you w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  Were you in -
s t r u c t e d  t o  do anyth ing  about  t h e  wate r?  To contaminate  t h e  
wate r  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  we were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  k i l l  t h e  animals  and 
throw them down a w e l l .  Now, t h i s  r e a l l y ,  i n  f a c t  ,.i s  a waste  
o f  t i m e ,  because C h a r l i e  o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would f i s h  t h e  an i -
m a l s  up, and d r y  them t o  e a t  them, and i n  a couple  o f  days t h e  
wate r  would be  c l e a n  aga in .  But t h a t ' s  what we w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  
t o  do one t i m e .  The f i r s t  t ime w e  went i n t o  t h e  pen insu la  
t h a t ' s  what we  w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  do. 

Q. And you r ece ived  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  from t h e  Corn-
pany commander? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- And you conductad--prior t o  go ing  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
i n  March, you d e s c r i b e d  a combat a s s a u l t ,  o r  you w e r e  l i f t e d  
i n t o  an. rea. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Now, how many t i m e s  can you r e c a l l ,  p r i o r  t o  March, 
o r  t h e  middle  of  March, w e r e  you l i f t e d  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  sou th  
o f  t h e  D i e m  D i e m  River?  

A. J u s t  once.  
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A. No, I b e l i e v e  I heard--things I h e a r d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
t h a t  was when MILUS was k i l l e d .  L i eu t enan t  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d  
t h e r e .  There w a s  ano the r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  same proximi ty  of 
MILUS t h a t  was a l s o  k i l l e d .  I hea rd  t h e  s t o r i e s  about  them, 
b u t  I don' t remember any o t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  rumors about  what 
had happened. L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN and I were very  c l o s e .  

Q - Did you know L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM? 

A. W e l l ,  n o t  very  w e l l .  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  him. H e  was 
a g r e a t  XO, b u t  a lousy p l a toon  l e a d e r .  

Q - I n  w h a t  r e s p e c t  w a s  he lousy?  

A. Very by t h e  bookish and ve ry ,  very r i g i d .  W e l l ,  I ' m  
going t o  s t a r t  throwing names. He was l i k e  Colonel  ADKINS 
was, as opposed t o  Colonel  BARKER. Colonel  ADKINS was--by 
everyone above him--he w a s  doing a wonderful  job. H e  always 
k e p t  h i s  ass covered.  Everybody below him s t a n k .  H e  was t h e  
lowes t  man on the totem p o l e  a s  far a s  I ' m  concerned.  I h a t e d  
h i m .  I j u s t  l i t e r a l l y  h a t e d  -him, because h e  caused unnecessary 
dea ths .  WILLINGHAM w a s n ' t  a l l  t h a t  bad. H e  w a s  j u s t  very 
bookish i n  a s  much a s  how exac t ly - - to  g i v e  an example h e  was 
t r y i n g  t o  keep 100 p e r c e n t  a l e r t  on h i s  ambushes. Keeping 
1 0 0  p e r c e n t  a l e r t s  on ambushes i s  s h e e r  s u i c i d e ,  and you 
have claymores and d a i s y  cha in  c laymores .  You need one man 
awake t o  o p e r a t e  t h o s e  claymores and two men somewhere else 
f o r  s e c u r i t y  and t h e  rest can l i e  t h e r e  and s l e e p ,  and you 
swi t ch  guards .  This  is what is  neces sa ry ,  and i f  you can 
g e t  d a i s y  cha in  claymores,  you can g e t  f a n t a s t i c  f i repower  
i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y .  I t ' s  t h e  b e s t  ambush you can g e t .  H e  
i n s i s t e d  on t r y i n g  t o  keep a 100 p e r c e n t  a l e r t .  H e  t r i e d  t o  
keep ,  I f o r g e t  what it was, some r i d i c u l o u s  amount of  ammo. 
I d i d n ' t  have t h a t  much c o n t a c t  w i th  him, b u t  h i s  men d i d n ' t  
have--well, h e  could  r ead  a map you know. H e  knows what t o  
do ,  b u t  he  wasn ' t  a very good p l a toon  l e a d e r .  

Q .  Do you f e e l  t h a t  h e  may n o t  have had complete con-
t r o l  of  h i s  u n i t ?  

A. No, I mentioned t h a t  he  had complete c o n t r o l  of  
his u n i t ,  and it was probably p r e t t y  good c o n t r o l  of  t h e  
u n i t .  I ' v e  g o t  t o  hand it t o  him f o r  t h a t .  But l i k e  I say ,  
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he would have made a good XO, you know, someone l i k e  him, 
yes. But as a combat p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  I d o n ' t  know how t o  de-
s c r i b e  him. I t  was something he missed ,  something t h a t  he was 
l ack ing .  

Q But you never  heard  anyth ing  about t h i s  opera-
t i o p  on 16 March, e i t h e r  i nvo lv ing  C h a r l i e  Company o r  B Com-
p any? I 

A. I didn ' t hear  t h i s .  

Q .  - You never  h e a r d  anyth ing  about rounding up c i v i l -
i a n s  and shoo t ing  them? 

A.  No, I never  hea rd  anyth ing  about  rounding up c i v i l -
i a n s .  

Q. How about r ap ing  and abusing Vietnamese women? Was 
this a problem from time t o  t ime i n  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. One t ime it was. A couple  of  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  my 
u n i t  s t a r t e d  t o  moles t  a g i r l .  I had t o  s t e p  i n  t o  s t o p  them, 
b u t  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  I mean, pardon t h e  e x p r e s s i o n ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t  . 
anyth ing  r a p a b l e  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q W e l l  , we I ve hea rd  c o n s i d e r a b l e  tes t imony t h a t  
o t h e r  people  might have had d i f f e r e n t  ideas on t h a t  s c o r e ,  and 
I j u s t  wondered i f  t h i s  was something t h a t  had t o  be watched 
f o r ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  was always something you had t o  watch 
f o r  when t h e r e  was an a t t r a c t i v e  g i r l  around,  and t h i s  d i d  
happen one t i m e  up i n  t h e  pen insu la .  A couple  o f  t h e  hen 
s t a r t e d  p l a y i n g  around a l i t t l e  b i t ,  h a r a s s i n g  t h e  g i r l .  
They werenl  t s e x u a l l y  a s s a u l t i n g  her. 

Q You never  heard any rumors about  r a p e s  be ing  
committed? 

A. G I ' s  threw o u t  some rumors. I h e a r d  s o  many 
rumors, and I d o n ' t  g ive  a bit of credence on any of them. 

Q. What rumors d i d  you h e a r ?  

A. T h a t ' s  l i k e  a sk ing  how many c a r s  d i d  I see between 
Rivers ide  and L.A. There i s  no way t h a t  I could  p o s s i b l y  
t e l l  you w i t h  any accuracy a t  a l l .  You aways h e a r d  rumors 
about  G I ' s  r ap ing  g i r l s .  That I s  a f l a t  s t a t e m e n t .  Another 
f l a t  s t a t e m e n t ,  9 9 . 9  p e r c e n t  o f  them w e r e  f a l s e .  
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LTC NOLL: I n  March and e a r l y  A p r i l ,  what was t h e  a r e a  of  op-
e r a t i o n  fox  B/4/3? 

A. Between t h e  t i m e  I was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and t h e  
t i m e  I went on R&R, B/4/3 w a s  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  h e r e ,  
which i n c l u d e s  g r i d  squa re s  7186, 7185, 7184, 7284, 7283, and 
7383. 

Q To your knowledge t h e r e  was never  an o p e r a t i o n  
around 1 A p r i l ,  some 30 K's t o  t h e  west?  

A. T h i r t y  k i l o m e t e r s  i n  A p r i l .  

Q. The 1st of A p r i l .  

A. Not around A p r i l .  Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q. When an o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t e rmina t ed ,  when t h e r e  was 
a number o f  VC body coun t ,  w a s  t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  concerning 
t h e  success  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  q u i t e  a b i t .  One o p e r a t i o n ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  we 
g o t  t o  D o t t i e ,  it should  be--we g o t  t o  D o t t i e  t h e  day a f t e r  
S p e c i a l i s t  GLEGHORN was k i l l e d ,  t h e  day o r  t h e  day a f t e r  t h a t .  
I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y .  There w a s  an  o p e r a t i o n ,  Spec-
i a l i s t  GLEGHORN was t h e  f i r s t  K I A  we  had i n  o u r  company, and 
s o  he  l e f t  ou r  p l a toon  s i t t i n g  around t a l k i n g .  They had an 1 
o p e r a t i o n  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  j u s t  
nor thwes t  o f  t h e  b i g  square  o l d  French f o r t ,  down h e r e  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g ) .  They had an o p e r a t i o n  down t h e r e  i n  which 
t h e r e  was s t i f f  f i r e  f i g h t i n g ,  and they  had ,  a t  n i g h t ,  they  
had t o  be withdrawn w i t h  t r a c k s  and p u l l e d  back o u t .  But 
there was q u i t e  a b i t  of d i s c u s s i o n  about t h e  k i l l s  and what 
happened. Everybody was very exhuberant  'about t h e  whole 
ope ra t ion .  

COL WILSON: The wi tnes s  i s  s t i l l  r e f e r r i n g  t o  MAP-4. 

LTC NOLL: This  i s  E x h i b i t  M - 1 4 ,  Task Force Barker  log f o r  16 
March. B/4/3 a t  0955 r e p o r t e d  1 2  VC k i l l e d .  Bravo Company 
a t  1025 r e p o r t e d  18 VC k i l l e d ,  and Bravo Company a t  1420 re-
p o r t e d  8 VC k i l l e d .  A t o t a l  o f  3 8 .  A f t e r  you r e t u r n e d  t o  t he  
company d i d  you h e a r  any d i s c u s s i o n  concerning t h i s ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember any d i scuss ion .  I 
probably heard some, b u t  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember any 
d iscuss ion .  I ' m  s o r r y ,  t h a t ' s  how it is. 

COL WILSON: W e l l ,  would t h i s  number of k i l l s  have s t imula t ed  
any d i scuss ion?  

A .  Y e s .  I t  would have most d e f i n i t e l y .  Yes, sir. 

Q- We're t a l k i n g  about a t o t a l  of  38 VC K I A  i n  one day. 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  That would have s t i m u l a t e d ,  b u t  l i k e  I 
expla ined  t o  t h e  a t to rney-who was i n  h e r e ,  I mean, I came back 
and I heard  t h a t  L ieu tenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  MILUS was 
k i l l e d  and one another  man was k i l l e d .  I was very fond o f  
Lieu tenant  COCHRAN. H e  and I w e r e  good buddies .  MILUS was 
k i l l e d .  

a *  who? 

A. MILUS, he was a b l ack .  H e  was i n  t h e  1st Pla toon ,  
and he was l i k e  t h e  s p i r i t  l e a d e r  of a l l  t h e  b l acks  i n  the 
company. H e  was a mean son o f  a b i t c h .  Big,  ug ly ,  and mean. 

Q. T h i s  number of 38, one day ' s  VC k i l l s  f o r  B Company, 
no weapons cap tu red ,  is t h i s  normal? 

A.  It depends on hcrw they are k i l l e d .  C h a r l i e  needs 
h i s  weapons very badly.  I f  you q e t  i n  a f i r e  f i g h t ,  and you 
k i l l  a bunch of "gooks" i n  a l i n e ,  and you f i n a l l y  move i n t o  
the l i n e ,  and t h e  ones t h a t  are l e f t  d o n ' t  have t i m e  t o  drag  
o u t  t h e  bod ies ,  they w i l l  grab those  weapons, because they 
need them bad. C h a r l i e  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  weapons b e f o r e  they  
t a k e  bod ies ,  and they usua l ly  t a k e  bodies  when they  can.  

Q What w e r e  t he  procedures f o r  body count  i n  B Com-
p any? 

A. You mean go i n t o  an a rea .  Usual ly ,  w e  were some-
what s p l i t  up and you know, "How many have you g o t  over  t h e r e . "  
" I ' ve  g o t  three over  here. " "Seven ove r  he re . "  

Q- Was t h i s  t r a n s m i t t e d  by r a d i o  o r  vo ice?  

A. Radio. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, you usua l ly  g o t  your r e p o r t  from 
your  squad leadex? 
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A .  That may not  have been t r ansmi t t ed  by r a d i o .  That 
may have been. t r ansmi t t ed  by voice very e a s i l y ,  although 
maybe by l i t t l e  squad rad ios .  W e  had those.  From me t o  t h e  
company was always r a d i o ,  o r  e s s e n t i a l l y  r ad io .  

Q You t r ansmi t t ed  yours by r a d i o .  You g o t  yours
from whom? 

A .  Squad l e a d e r s ,  and from what I saw myself .  

Q. Would you normally,  as  p la toon l e a d e r ,  s e e  n o s t  of  
t h e  k i l l s ?  

A. Normally, as platoon Leader, I would s e e  some of the  
k i l l s .  I c a n ' t  cover my whole p la toon ' s  ground. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  you r e c a l l  where you 
repor ted  noncombatants, e i t h e r  wounded o r  k i l l e d ,  a s  a separ-
a t e  repor t ,  a s i d e  from a body count? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  know whether it was one of my 
machinegunners o r  one of 2d P la toon ' s  machinegunners, they 
repor ted  an o ld  man go t  s h o t  i n  t h e  l e g ,  and they c a r r i e d  him 
i n  t o  where we were and medevac'd him. I remember a CA j u s t  
south  of Uptight ,  j u s t  a f t e r  Uptight had been abandoned. There 
was a lady t h a t  was k i l l e d .  No, she  was wounded. Wounded bad 
though. She was medevac'd. Yes, she  was medevac'd. I know 
t h e r e  w e r e  more i n s t a n c e s .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  them. 

Q. My ques t ion  is  r e a l l y ,  d i d  you r e p o r t  t h e s e  o r  d id  
you evacuate  them? 

A. Well, we had t o  r e p o r t  them t o  evacuate  them. 

Q You repor ted  them. In  o t h e r  words, you c a l l e d  t h e  
company commander. 

Q. Yes, t h a t  was s tandard  opera t ing  procedure on evac-
uat ion .  I would c a l l  i n  t o  g e t  us a medevac , but we d i d n ' t  
have rad ios  t o  reach Chu Lai .  

Q. Your procedure then ,  a s  you descr ibed  t o  me, was 
t o  evacuate  the  Vietnamese, medevac--
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A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Wounded, yes .  We wouldn ' t  evacu-
a t e  them i f  they were dead,  and we d i d n ' t  b u s t  ou r  a s s  t o  
evacua te  them. W e  wouldn ' t  have--I d o n ' t  remember any spe-
c i f i c  t ime where we were o f f e r e d  t h e  o p t i o n  of evacua t ing  under 
f i r e ,  b u t  we wouldn ' t do t h i s .  I n  o t h e r  words, I b e l i e v e  tllcy 
were r o u t i n e  e v a c s ,  

Q.  When you mentioned L ieu tenan t  LEWIS, do you know 
where L ieu tenan t  LEWIS l i v e s ?  

A. He 's  dead,  s i r .  

Q. Was he k i l l e d  a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A.  Y e s .  H e  was k i l l e d  a f t e r  t h i s .  

Q. L i eu t enan t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  

A. LIEUTEnant 's SPRAGGINS and ROSS were wounded--they 
were wounded be fo re  t h i s .  

Q Y e s ,  I remember SPRAGGINS w a s .  I d o n ' t  remember--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  ROSS w a s  wounded be f o r e  SPRAGGINS. 
No, L ieu tenan t  SPRAGGINS was wounded r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
of February.  I n  f a c t ,  he was wounded on t h e  way back i n ,  i f  I 
can remember c o r r e c t l y .  Sn ipe r  f i r e .  The f o o l ,  he always ad-
v e r t i s e d  h i s  p resence  as a p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  

Q - D o  you recall  where anyone i s  p r e s e n t l y  l i v i n g ?  
Do you know any of t h e  people?  

A. L i eu t enan t  MUNDY. 

Q. What's h i s  address?  

A.  I d o n ' t  have t h e  s p e c i f i c  number, b u t  he l i v e s  
i n  San Diego, C a l i f o r n i a ,  and t h i s  w i l l  be  one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  
I send. 

Q Well,  we've g o t  h i s  name I b e l i e v e  on t h e  
r o s t e r .  Was he  i n  t h e  company a t  t h e  t ime? 

A.  H e  w a s  n o t  i n  t h e  company a t  t h a t  t i m e .  He was 
XO of t h e  company, b u t  h e  was n o t  i n  the f i e l d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
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Q Oh, h e  wasn ' t?  

A. NO , sir. 

9 Anybody e l s e ?  

A. That I remember t h e r e .  I g o t  t h e s e  addresses  I 
have he re  from "Pop," o r  Sergeant DAHNER. 

Q Did you s e e  Sergeant DAHNER? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. While he was s t i l l  here  i n  town? 

A. No, no t  while he was s t i l l  he re .  I saw him over  
Christmas vacat ion.  My wife  and I went f o r  a r i d e  down the  
c o a s t  and stopped i n  t o  s e e  him a t  For t  Ord. 

Q - Do you have any knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
an inqu i ry  be ing  made on t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  took p lace  i n  
March by Task Force Barker? 

A. NO,  'sir. 

Q. Did you e v e r  see  a  f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r  from o t h e r  
than Task Force Barker ques t ioning  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  B Company 
a t  any time? 

A. NO', s ir .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of anybody i n  B Company who was 
questioned under oa th  i n  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  procedure? 

A. O t h e r  than cour t -mar t ia l s  i n  t h e  Lieutenant  ROSS 
i n c i d e n t ?  

Q.  What was t h e  Lieutenant  ROSS i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Someone threa tened t o  k i l l ,  o r  threa tened Lieu-
t enan t  ROSS wi th  h i s  l i f e ,  before  we were a t t ached  t o  Task 
Force Barker. W e  were on LZ Sue, and t h e r e  were court-mar-
t i a l - t y p e  inves t iga t ions .  being s t a r t e d  f o r  t h a t .  
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Q.  That I s  t h e  only ca se  t h a t  you know of  where people  
were ques t ioned  i n  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i n q u i r y ?  

A. As  f a r  a s  I know, t h a t ' s  t h e  only  s p e c i f i c  one I 
know. 

Q a 	 Did you know a man named EBINGER? 

A. 	 Yes. 

Q. 	 What was your op in ion  of  EBINGER? 

A. B igges t  God damn dud t h e  human r a c e  has  e v e r  pro-
duced. 

Q-	 Who produced? 

A. 	 The human r a c e  e v e r  produced. 

Q. EBINGER wrote  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  Are you 
aware of  t h a t ?  

A. I hea rd  somethinq from "Pop" t h a t  h e  wrote  a l e t t e r .  
A l e t t e r  o f  some s o r t .  

Q. I n  t h a t  le t ter  he a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  r a p e s  
going on. Do you have reason--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I have very good reason  t o  doubt 
t h e  v e r a c i t y  of t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  because he was never  o u t  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  long  enough t o  know. 

Q . 	 EBINGER r e f e r e n c e  is  E x h i b i t  M-45. I have no in -
t e n t i o n  o f  u s ing  t h i s  exhibit o r  l e t t i n g  you s e e  i t .  I j u s t  
wanted t o  q u e s t i o n  you on t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  of h i s  l e t t e r .  Had 
you ever hea rd  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  unneces sa r i l y  
by B/4 /3  o r  C/1/20 du r ing  t h i s  t ime pe r iod?  

A. 	 I h e a r d  g e n e r a l  rumors concerning t h e  1st P la toon .  

Q. 	 T h e  1st Pla toon  of  B Company? 

A .  	 Y e s ,  s i r .  

What t ype  of rumors do you mean? 
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A.  That t h e y  k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s  u n n e c e s s a r i l y .  B o t h  i n  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  I mentioned i n  which Lieu-
t e n a n t  ROSS was wounded. Tha t  w a s  r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  a r r i v e d  a t  
LZ Dottie. L i e u t e n a n t  ROSS was wounded down n e a r  t h e  o ld  
French f o r t .  I h e a r d  some r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h a t .  I a l s o  h e a r d  
some rumors i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  when S p e c i a l i s t  GLEGIiOq was k i l l e d .  
I h e a r d  some rumors t h a t  t h e y  k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s  unneces-
s a r i l y .  

Q Let me ask  you once  more, ROSS'S ass ignment  was 
what? 

A .  Second P l a t o o n .  

Q. GLEGHORN w a s  wha t?  

A. GLEGHORN was a r i f l e m a n  i n  my p l a t o o n ,  3d P l a t o o n .  

Q When he  w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A.  When he  was k i l l e d  he was a r i f l e m a n  i n  my p l a t o o n .  

Q The rumors t h a t  you h e a r d  concern  t h e  1st P l a t o o n  
on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. The 1st P l a t o o n ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I n  t h e  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8  March t i m e  f rame.  

A.  Oh, t h i s  was n o t  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8  March. 

Q I t  wasn'  t? 

A .  No, sir .  T h i s  w a s  e a r l i e r .  You can check f o r  Spec-
i a l i s t  GLEGHORN, b u t  it w a s  t h e  day t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  GLEGHOIW 
w a s  k i l l e d  i n  February ,  e a r l y  February .  

Q. What y o u ' r e  s a y i n g ,  t h e  rumors you h e a r d  about t h e  
1st P l a t o o n  and t h e  2d Pla toon--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Xo, t h e  rumors I h e a r d  a b o u t  
concerned t h e  1st P l a t o o n .  

Q. Only t h e  1st P l a t o o n ?  
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A.  Only the  1st Platoon. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  The rumors t h a t  you heard concerned only
t h e  1st Platoon,  and t h i s  was on t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  
GLEGHORN was k i l l e d .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  

COL WILSON: We r e f e r  t o  Exhibi t  R-4.  GLEGIIORN, J e r r y  W . ,  i s  
c a r r i e d  as deceased on t h e  7th of February morning repor t .  D o  
you know i f  GLEGHORN was k i l l e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  o r  d i d  he d i e  
i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. K i l l ed  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q Usually they en te red  t h a t  a s  "dead on a r r i v a l .  " 
I ' m  s u r p r i s e d  they d i d n ' t  do it here.  

A.  H e  was dead a t  t h e  t i m e  he got  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  
He was s h o t  i n  t h e  h e a r t .  

Q "From du ty  t o  deceased of wounds, from small  a r m s  
f i r e ,  1030 hours ."  

A. That sounds reasonable.  I wrote a r e p o r t  up on 
t h a t ,  t h a t  I turned i n  t o  Colonel BARXER, e i t h e r  Colonel 
BARKER o r  Major CALHOLJN, and it should be around somewhere. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  This opera t ion  t h a t  occurred on 7 Feb-
ruary.  You s a i d  t h e  rumors you heard ,  was t h a t  t h e  following 
day ? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  same day. Almost immediately a f t e r -
wards. 

Q. Almost immediately a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e  1st Platoon un-
n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q - T h a t ' s  t h e  rumor? I t  sounds l i k e  a r e p r i s a l  of 
some s o r t .  

A. I t  sounds l i k e  a r e p r i s a l .  
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Q Do you t h i n k  t h a t  i f  t h i s  occu r red ,  i t  would have been 
because of GLEGHORVfs dea th?  Was t h i s  i n  a v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Could you g i v e  m e  t h e  coo rd ina t e s  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

c6L WILSON: W e ' l l  take a r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1056  hour s ,  17 January 
1970.)  

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1105 h o u r s ,  1 7  January 
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : P r e s e n t  is  Colonel  WILSON and Major THOMAS. 

COL WILSON: I remind you are s t i l l  under th.e o a t h .  

&. The l o c a t i o n  where S p e c i a l i s t  GLEGHORN. . w a s  k i l l e d  
was n o r t h  of  Monastery H i l l .  

A. That is c o r r e c t .  

Q- Which p u t s  you cons ide rab ly  o u t  of t h e  a r e a  o f  
o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  P i n k v i l l e  complex. 

A. I t  w a s  s t i l l  t h e  Task Force Barker AO. The Muscatine 
A0 . 
Q This  w a s  t h e  1st P la toon  t h a t  a l l e g e d l y  d i d  t h i s .  
Who w a s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. L i eu t enan t  SPRAGGINS . 
Q I have a copy of S p e c i a l  Order 3 4  p rov ided  by 
M r .  CARTER, wi th  check marks by t h e  names of a l l  t h e  men in 
h i s  p l a toon .  M r .  CARTER, I a l s o  ask i f  you can i n d i c a t e  on 
t h i s  document t h e  squads t h a t  t h e s e  people  were i n .  

A. I can make an a t t empt .  I can give you a t  l e a s t  
a few of  them. 
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Q .  What I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  do i s  t o  j u s t  put  a  
1, 2 ,  o r  3 ,  i f  you know i t ,  by t h e  man's name. I f  you d o n ' t  
know i t ,  i t ' s  a l l  r i g h t ,  j u s t  d o n ' t  pu t  any th ing ,  and then  
we w i l l  accep t  t h i s  as  an e x h i b i t .  A f t e r  he h a s  done t h i s  
you can e n t e r  t h i s  a s  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: Th is  document was l a t e r  r ece ived  i n  ev idence  a s  
E x h i b i t  M-47. 

COL WILSON: M r .  CARTER, I b e l i e v e  you had two squads  i n  your 
p la toon?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Suppose you t a k e  t i m e  r i g h t  now t o  p u t  t h o s e  
numbers i n .  S p e c i a l  Order 3 4  has  been marked. You have by 
MCCLOUD 1 (SL) . 
A. He was a squad l e a d e r .  The same a s  Sergeant  WEB-
STER t h e r e .  

Q Now, WILLIAMS, Maurice C . P .  W a s  he  your RTO o r  what? 

A. H e  was my p l a toon  s e r g e a n t .  

Q I  Who was your RTO? 

A .  HATCH, SP4 HATCH. 

Q - D i d  you have ano the r  RTO? 

A. I was having RTO problems a t  t h a t  t i m e .  HATCH took 
over  a s  RTO t h e  day b e f o r e  t h i s  happened. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  have two RTO's d i d  you? 

A. Y e s ,  q u i t e  o f t e n .  Whenever I g o t  h o l d  o f  two r a d i o s .  
But whoever c a r r i e d  my r a d i o  w a s  u s u a l l y  t h e  same guy, a l -
though va r ious  people  switqhed o f f  on t h e  r a d i o .  

Q. My q u e s t i o n  i s  t h i s :  d i d  you have a r a d i o  f o r  t h e  
company n e t  and a r a d i o  f o r  t h e  p l a t o o n  n e t ?  

A .  No, t h e  r ad io '  f o r  my p l a t o o n  n e t  w a s  my l i t t l e  squad 
r a d i o  which I c a r r i e d .  The second r a d i o  was j u s t  used ,  l i k e  
i f  your i n  c o n t a c t ,  you have one r a d i o  t o  t h e  CO and one t o  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r .  One t o  t h e  CO. One t o  t h e  d u s t o f f .  One t o  t h e  CO. 
One t o  a r t i l l e r y .  Something l i k e  t h i s .  
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(1- A s  f a r  as your normal opera t ions  a r e  concerned, 
a s  t o  what you a r e  supposed t o  have, you had a r a d i o  which 
put you i n  con tac t  with t h e  company commander, which was a 
company n e t .  You d i d n ' t  have any o t h e r  r ad ios  a s  normal 
procedure? 

A .  A s  a normal procedure w e  t r i e d  t o  have two rad ios .  
Men ' s l i v e s  depended on r a d i o s .  

Q • That was s o  you could t a l k  d i r e c t l y  t o  whom? 

A .  The company commander. The prime r a d i o  was t o  
t a l k  t o  t h e  company commander. The second r a d i o  was t o  
t a l k  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  a r t i l l e r y ,  o r  d u s t o f f .  

Q Did you have any a r t i l l e r y  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t tached t o  
the u n i t ?  

A. We d i d n ' t  have any permanently a t t ached .  Q u i t e  of-
t e n  t h e  FO would come ou t .  

Q. When you had t h i s  e x t r a  r ad io  and you wanted t o  
t a l k  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  d i d  you have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c a l l  i n  
a c o n t a c t  mission? 

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c a l l  a 
c o n t a c t  miss ion ,  but  once i t  was approved and on t h e  way I 
would a d j u s t  with t h a t  r ad io .  I f  t h e  FO was t o  come o u t  w i t h  
u s ,  i f  t h e  81 I s  had t h e i r  own n e t ,  and w e  were using t h e  mor-
tar--some mor ta r s ,  then they would switch o f f  t h a t  n e t  and 
keep t h e  t r a f f i c  o f f  the  company n e t .  W e  would use t h e  o t h e r  
r a d i o  f o r  t h a t .  

Q When you had mortar observers ,  o r  a r t i l l e r y  FO's , 
of course they had t h e i r  own communication. 

A. Sometimes they d id .  Q u i t e  of ten--they always h-ad 
t h e i r  own communications. Sometimes company commanders say ,  
"Hey, I want your r ad io .  Don't t ake  it away." They g o t  an-
o t h e r  r a d i o  and used h i s .  

APP T-173 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

COL WILSON: Major TIIOMAS, I am going t o  g ive  you Specia l  Order 
34 f o r  t h e  e x h i b i t .  I want you t o  make a copy of t h i s  and 
r e t u r n  t h e  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  back t o  t h e  wi tness  and g ive  Major 
A P I C I  a copy. 

RCDR: Yes, s i r .  

COL WILSON: M r .  CARTER, do  you know i f  t h e r e  was e v e r  a prob-
lem w i t h  marijuana i n  B Company? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  I th ink  t h e r e  was a problem with mar-
ijuana i n  B Company. 

Q Was it s e r i o u s ?  

A. I t  was p reva len t .  I d o n ' t  cons ider  it a s e r i o u s  
problem, bu t  it was prevalent .  

Q Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  any of  t h e  t roops  used mari-
juana p r i o r  t o  going on opera t ions?  

A. Not p r i o r  t o  going on opera t ions .  

Q O r  during opera t ions?  

A. Out i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  Maybe a f t e r  they had set up. 
I caught a whiff  of  it here  and t h e r e  out  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  i f  
you ' r e  s e t  up f o r  t h e  n igh t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ,  and you ' re  
going t o  s t a y  i n  t h a t  p lace  a l l  n i g h t .  

Q- Do you b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  marijuana had anything t o  do 
with t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  occurred,  o r  the  rumors t h a t  you 
heard about unnecessary k i l l i n g  by t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  two a r e  connected a t  a l l .  
F i r s t ,  they wouldn ' t b e ,  using it a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime. 
A t  l e a s t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  they would be using it .  Second of a l l ,  
I j u s t  d o n ' t  know about t h e  e f f e c t s .  Everybody I saw t h a t  was 
stoned--they used t o  go around and check bunkers every once 
i n  a while .  Anything t h a t  would s m e l l  susp ic ious .  A t  l e a s t  
they '  r e  awake. The men were awake and a l e r t .  

Q. M r .  CARTER, w e  '11 terminate  t h e  ques t ion  p o r t i o n  
of t h e  in te rv iew,  except  t o  ask i f  you have any f u r t h e r  t e s t i -
mony o r  s ta tement  t h a t  you want t o  make t h a t  might g ive  us 
an i n s i g h t  i n t o  what happened on 1 6 ,  17 ,  1 8  March 1968? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember anything e l s e .  O h ,  except  f o r  one 
th ing .  The a r e a  e a s t  of LZ Uptight.  There were a l o t  of 
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A. I doubt i t .  I r e a l l y  doubt it. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  
could  have happened wi thout  m e  h e a r i n g  some p r e t t y  s t r o n g  
rumors. 

Q Do you t h i n k  L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM w a s  capable  of 
doing anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No. 

Q - D o  you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  you knew i n  t h e  
u n i t s  t h e r e  would have condoned such a t h i n g ?  

No. They k e p t  s a y i n g  d o n ' t  do it. 

Q What abbut L ieu t enan t  CALLEY? Did you e v e r  m e e t  him? 

A .  I never  met L ieu t enan t  CALLEY. 

Q Did you know Captain  MEDINA? 

A. I knew him by s i g h t .  I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  
e v e r  t a l k i n g  t o  him. 

Q - You know what t h i s  is d e s c r i b e d  as ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n
t h a t  took p l a c e  down t h e r e ,  and a l s o  your  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you 
desc r ibed  t a k i n g  p l ace  up n o r t h  o f  My Lai  (I), P i n k v i l l e  it-
self. W e  would c a l l  a d e n i a l  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. A d e n i a l  ope ra t ion .  That  means you deny the enemy 
h i s  resources .  

Q Have you e v e r  hea rd  any o f  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  t h a t ?  

A. No, I have never  h e a r d  o f  them as d e n i a l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
b u t  t h e  concept  was t h e r e ,  Burning v i l l a g e s ,  k i l l  t h e  an imals ,  
deny C h a r l i e  h i s  food source--destroy the food. 

Q. Was t h e  term "sea rch  and d e s t r o y ,  " "search  and 
c l e a r "  used very much i n  B Company? 

A. Search was. "Search and d e s t r o y , "  "search  and 
c l e a r . "  There i s  no real p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t i n c t i o n .  Search 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q. Before t e r m i n a t i n g ,  I would l i k e  t o  remind you 
t h a t  t h e r e  are two t h i n g s  t h a t  I r e q u e s t  you do. One is  t o  s i t  
down wi th  Colonel  NOLL and f i l l  o u t  a map, and d e s c r i b e  as 
best  you can what happened. I f  w e  can ,  r e f e r  i t  t o  t h e  map; 
i f  n o t ,  a d e s c r i p t i o n .  Second, when you q e t  done wi th  t h e  
map, Major THOMAS w i l l  g ive  you an add res s  and an envelope 
f o r  t h e  m a t e r i a l  we  asked you f o r  ear l ier .  I f  you would mai l  
it t o  m e  I would  a p p r e c i a t e  i t .  I f  you have a problem g e t t i n g  
t h i s  s t u f f  reproduced,  you can send it t o  us  and we  I l l  repro-
duce i t  and send it back t o  you. 

A .  There is a l i b r a r y  across - - f ive  b locks  from me. 

COL WILSON: You have t h e  address ' ,  addressed  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ,  
s o  t h a t  i t  w i l l  come back t o  you. 

RCDR: Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you do n o t  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  
f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  
be f o r e  competent j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you are s u b j e c t  t o  the o r d e r  i s s u e d  
by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  the p r e s e n t  cour t -mar t ia l .  case 
United S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y  your appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes 
the  a p p l i c i b i l i t y  and effect of t h a t  o rde r .  You are n o t ,  and 
I doubt t h a t  you -wi l l  be ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  a s t a n d a r d  c a u t i o n .  
W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming. 

COI, WILSON: T h e  h e a r i n g  will recess. 

(The  hearing r eces sed  a t  1130 h o u r s ,  17 January 
1 9 7 0 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: DUFF, Edward E .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 January 1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Forward Observer from 
t h e  weapons p l a toon  work i rqwi th  t h e  Thi rd  P l a toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s ,  who was wi th  t h e  b r igade  i n  ~ a w a i ip r i o r  
. to  going t o  Vietnam, had r ece ived  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  handl ing  
of p r i s o n e r s  of  war (pg. 3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  they  w e r e  t o l d  no t  
t o  harm noncombatants, and w e r e  t o  r e t u r n  them t o  headqua r t e r s  
f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  l e c t u r e s  being g iven  on 
t h e  Geneva Conventions (pg. 3 ) .  The wi tnes s  had n o t  s een  
,Exhib i t  M-2 prev ious ly  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had seen 
l i t e r a t u r e  wi th  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  of  E x h i b i t  M-3, b u t  he had 
n o t  seen  t h e  c a r d  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any l e c t u r e s  
being given on t h e  requirement  of obeying i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  
(pg. 3 )  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  be ing  t o l d  they were 
t o  s ea rch  and des t roy  a l l  o f  t h e  enemy i n  P i n k v i l l e  (pgs .  4 ,  
5 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  was supposed t o  be  h e a v i l y  
occupied by t h e  enemy (pg. 5 ) .  This  w a s  t h e i r  f i r s t  s ea rch  
and d e s t r o y  miss ion (pg. 5 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  c a p t a i n  MICHLES 
gave t h e  f i n a l  b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  company b e f o r e  they l e f t  t h e  
pick-up zone (pg. 5 ) .  He could n o t  r e c a l l  who was t h e  p l a toon  
l e a d e r  a t  t h e  t ime ,bu t  he  thought  t h a t  it might have been 
L ieu tenan t  CARTER (pg. 7 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  recal l  be ing  
t o l d  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t o  do anyth ing  wi th  f o o d s t u f f s  o r  
l i v e s t o c k  (pg. 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  normally when they came 
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a c r o s s  a l a r g e  cache o f  food they  would bag it and send it 
t o  t h e  r e a r  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given t o  t h e  squads ,  n o r  d i d  he 
r e c a l l  what t h e  p l a toons  i n  t h e  company were supposed t o  do 
(pg. 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know what enemy f o r c e  was supposed t o  
be  i n  th.e a r e a  (pg. 8 ) .  

3 .  ASSAULT ACTIVITIES . 
a .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 16 March. 

(1) Landing and i n i t i a l  movement. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  which l i f t  he 
went i n  on ,  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he thought  they were e i t h e r  t h e  
l a s t  o r  t h e  nex t  t o  t h e  l a s t  p l a toon  t o  g e t  i n  (pg. 9 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  thought  everyone sp read  o u t  when they 
landed and he thought  he r e c a l l e d  see ing  g ~ n s h i p s ~ a l t h o u g h  
he d i d  n o t  see them f i r e  (pgs .  9 ,  1 0 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  
L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN be ing  k i l l e d  a f t e r  they  had s t a r t e d  
t h e i r  movement t o  t h e  l e f t  (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  they  
had g o t t e n  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  d i r t  road when COCHRAN h i t  t h e  
mine (pg.  11). He s t a t e d  t h a t  they were from 150 t o  200 
meters  sou th  (pg.  11). A f t e r  t h e  explos ion  everyone s topped 
i n  p l a c e  and t h e  w i t n e s s  thought  he could remember a medevac 
chopper coming i n  (pgs .  11, 1 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  an 
E5 took over  f o r  COCHRAN and,when t r y i n g  t o  r eg roup , the  
p l a toon  h i t  ano the r  mine (pg. 1 2 ) .  Everyone wa i t ed  15 
t o  20 minutes and then  t h e  p l a toons  g o t  t o g e t h e r  and k ind  of  
"cooled it f o r  t h e  day" (pg.  1 2 ) .  

( 2 )  Movement of  t h e  u n i t .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  they c ros sed  
Highway 521 on t h e i r  way t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  where they  were 
p lanning  t o  s e a r c h  (pg. 1 3 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  they  went through 
one v i l l a g e  and rounded up t h e  c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  1 4 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were n o t  t o o  many p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and t h e r e  was no i n t e r p r e t e r  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  (pg.  1 4 ) .  
O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  w i tnes s  s t a t e d ,  t h e  second p l a toon  was n o t  
supposed t o  r e j o i n  t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  u n t i l  t h e  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h e  explos ions  t h e i r  o r d e r s  were changed 
and they  jo ined  them (pgs .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  The c i v i l i a n s  they  
rounded up were on ly  kep t  whi le  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  searched  
(pgs .  15,  1 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  they  
only saw women and c h i l d r e n  (pg.  1 6 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  moving 
t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  a t  approximately 1500 hours  and s t a t e d  
t h a t  C Company m e t  up wi th  them. The l a a g e r  w a s  nor thwes t  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e  any d e t a i n e e s  i n  
t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  nor  d i d  he d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  
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members o f  C Company (pg. 1 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  i d e n t i f i e d  v a r i o u s  
people  guard ing  p r i s o n e r s  (See E x h i b i t  L i s t  i n f r a )  (pg. 1 7 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  found it d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between t h e  
v a r i o u s  days  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  H e  d i d  n o t  recall  anyth ing  
unusual  happening on t h e  evening o f  16 March (pg. 19). 

b. A c t i v i t i e s  on 17  March. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  see TAYLOR be ing  wounded by 
t h e  mine explos ion  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 20 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
h e  r e c a l l e d  gunships  coming i n  and h i t t i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  b u t  he thought  t h a t  t h e  
second p l a toon  had c ros sed  f i r s t  (pg. 20 ) .  The wi tnes s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  l a i d  down f i r e  f o r  t h e  second p l a toon  t o  
suppor t  them i n  g e t t i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  thovght  TAYLOR was patched up by a medic 
(pg.  2 1 ) .  He cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  what t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  w a s  
doing as they  were s e p a r a t e d  by t h e  r i v e r  (pg. 2 1 ) .  He 
s t a t e d  t h e  second p l a toon  swept t h e  v i l l a g e  and searched  
it whi l e  h i s  p l a toon  went down t h e  pen insu la  (pg. 2 2 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  de s t roy ing  any mines a s  they  moved ouf 
no r  d i d  he  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any smoke (pg.  2 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  any r i f l e  f i r e  o r  demol i t ions  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  h i s  
p l a toon  (pg. 2 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon  
f i r e d  any miss ions  t h a t  day and he  d i d  n o t  see any Navy 
S w i f t  Boats (pg.  2 4 ) .  

c. A c t i v i t i e s  on 18,March.  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a toon  having a  machinegunner k i l l e d  i n  t h e  mor ta r  a t t a c k  
t h a t  occu r red  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 2 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
much which happened du r ing  t h e  day (pg.  2 5 )  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
one day they  went up and searched  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  (pg. 2 5 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any sma l l  arms f i r e  du r ing  t h e  a t t a c k  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  nor  d i d  he r e c a l l  any d e t a i n e e s  be ing  h e l d  i n  t h e i r  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  (pgs .  2 5 ,  26) . 
4. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a.  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Robert  GELDMEYER u s u a l l y  
took a number of  photographs on t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  .they had.  
gone on (pg.  3 3 ) .  

b .  The wi tnes s  never  saw any mar i juana  be ing  used 
by members of  t h e  company (pg. 3 4 )  . 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0937 h o u r s ,  29 January  
1970. )  

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The f o l l o w i n g  named p e r s o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, 
LTC NOLL, and M A J  THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Edward E. DUFF. 

(MR DUFF w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s  :) 

, P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, o c c u p a t i o n ,  and resi-
dence .  

A. Edward Evere t t  DUFF. I work a t  Dana C o r p o r t a t i o n ,  
f a c t o r y  work. I l i v e  a t  O s s i a n ,  I n d i a n a .  

COL WILSON: M r .  DUFF, w e r e  you g i v e n  a copy o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  s h e e t ?  Did you have  a chance t o  r e a d  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q D o  you have  any q u e s t i o n  on t h i s ?  

A. No. 

(The s h e e t  r e a d  by M r .  DUFF, a one-page document 
e n t i t l e d ,  "Genera l  I n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  Wi tnesses  Appear ing  Before  
I n t e r v i e w  Team C , "  w a s  r e c e i v e d  i n  e v i d e n c e  and e n t e r e d  as 
E x h i b i t  M-81. ) 

COL WILSON: M r .  DUFF, l e t  m e ,  b e f o r e  w e  s t a r t ,  i n t r o d u c e  
I n t e r v i e w  Teap C. T h i s  team i s  composed o f  t h r e e  p e r s o n s ,  
m y s e l f ,  C o l o n e l  NOLL, and .Mr. WALSH. M r .  WALSH i s  a c i v i l i a n  
a t t o r n e y  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  
Genera l  PEERS. W e  are a s s i s t i n g  Genera l  PEERS by i n t e r v i e w i n g  
w i t n e s s e s ,  b u t  any c o n c l u s i o n s  o r  recommendations made on t h i s  
r e p o r t  are h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  W e  have  no p r e r o g a t i v e  on 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i t e m .  Major THOMAS is o u r  r e c o r d e r .  The 
t h r e e  o f  u s  have  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  q u e s t i o n  you. Genera l  
PEERS o r  o t h e r  members of Genera l  PEERS' b o a r d  may come i n  
h e r e  from t i m e  t o  t i m e  and q u e s t i o n  you. I f  so,  I w i l l  i d e n -
t i f y  them i f  you d e s i r e ,  b u t  I want  t o  emphasize t h a t  t h e  
r e p o r t ,  and t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  and recommendations,  and 
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f i n d i n g s  a r e  h i s  s o l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

Have you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  anyone s i n c e  
you l e f t  Vietnam, t h a t  was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  u n i t ?  

(MR WALSH e n t e r e d  t h e  h e a r i n g .  ) 

A. No, I h a v e n ' t  s e e n  anyone s i n c e  I l e f t  Vietnam. I 
came back b e f o r e  t h e  rest o f  t h e  u n i t  d i d .  1.w a s  wounded i n  
J u n e ,  and I l e f t  i n  J u n e ,  and t h e  rest  of  t h e  company came back 
i n  November, I b e l i e v e .  I h a v e n ' t  s e e n  anyone i n  t h e  u n i t  s i n c e .  

Q What was your  a s s ignment  i n  March o f  1968? 

A. P i n k v i l l e ,  I g u e s s ,  was t h e  b i g g e s t  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  
way I u n d e r s t a n d .  

Q I want t o  go  back t o  t h e  sequence  o f  q u e s t i o n i n g .  
The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n s  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  a sk  you w i l l  b e  r e a l l y  con-
c e r n i n g  t r a i n i n g .  The n e x t  series w i l l  b e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  b r i e f -
i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a s s a u l t ,  and t h e  n e x t  w i l l  b e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
T h a t  sequence ,  w e  ' re  g o i n g  t o  t r y  t o  f o l l o w  it. What was your  
d u t y  ass ignment  i n  t h e  company o f  16 March? 

A. I w a s  fo rward  o b s e r v e r .  

Q An FO? 

A. R i g h t .  

Q .  Were you a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  weapons p l a t o o n ?  

A. I was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  3d P l a t o o n ,  and I was w i t h  t h e  
m o r t a r  p l a t o o n .  B u t  I was a s s i g n e d  t o  the 3d. 

Q You w e r e  an FO w i t h  t h e  3d P l a t o o n  from t h e  weapons 
p l a t o o n ,  B/4/3? 

A. R i g h t .  

Q .  Now, you were w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e  b e f o r e  it went  t o  
Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  I was i n  Hawaii w i t h  it. 
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Q .  Were you g iven  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on hand-
l i n g  noncombatants o r  p r i s o n e r s  of  war? 

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  I ' d  s a y  s o .  

Q Do you remember what you were t o l d  t o  do wi th  them? 

A .  Well,  we w e r e  n o t  supposed t o  do any harm t o  non-
combatants.  I f  w e  wanted t o  q u e s t i o n  them, we w e r e  j u s t  sup-
posed t o  send  them back i n  t o  headqua r t e r s .  

Q How about  Geneva Convention? D o  you remember 
g e t t i n g  any l e c t u r e s  on t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you g e t  a card? 

A .  Right .  

Q Did you e v e r  r e c e i v e  any in format ion  from anyone 
on t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s  o r  t h e  requirement  t o  obey i l l e g a l  
o r d e r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know about o r d e r s .  We were j u s t  
supposed t o  go by--I d o n ' t  knew what t hey  mean, "obey i l l e g a l  
o r d e r s , "  because w e  unders tand o r d e r s  a r e  supposed t o  come from 
h i g h e r ,  and I guess  we ' r e  supposed t o  fo l low o r d e r s .  

Q You never  d i d  g e t  any in format ion  o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
on what t o  do i n  ca se  you r ece ived  an o r d e r  which you cons i -
de red  n o t  l e g a l ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

COL WILSON: L e t  m e  see t h o s e  c a r d s .  

(The r e c o r d e r  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

Q - I have E x h i b i t  M-2 e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules."  I t  i s  
a f a c s i m i l e  o f  a MACV card .  I t  i s  f r o n t  and back t h e r e .  Have 
you seen t h i s  ca rd?  

A. I h a v e n ' t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. 
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Q E x h i b i t  M - 3  i s  a f a c s i m i l e  of ano the r  MACV card .  
I t  i s  e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands." Have you seen t h a t  
ca rd?  

A. I d o n ' t  know about  t h e  card. The on ly  t h i n g  I 
remember, I t h i n k  we had l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  gave t h e  Engl i sh  
t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  c a r d s .  The on ly  t h i n g  
I remember i s  t h e  p i e c e  of paper .  

Q This  i s  a w a l l e t - s i z e  ca rd .  I f  you w e r e  g iven  it ,  
you were probably t o l d  t o  keep it i n  your w a l l e t ,  bo th  o f  them. 

A. N O ,  I h a v e n ' t  had one.  

Q M r .  DUFF, t h e  nex t  series of  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be 
concerned w i t h  t h e  b r i e f i n g  which you r ece ived  p r i o r  t o  going 
on t h i s  combat' a s s a u l t .  I want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  you under-
s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  we a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  an opera-
t i ~ nt h a t  took p l a c e  i n  P i n k v i l l e ,  and you had about  15 o r  16 
c a s u a l t i e s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  One was L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN; 
ano the r  one w a s  Sergeant  TAYLOR. Do t h e s e  names mean anyth ing  
t o  you? 

A. L i eu t enan t  COCHRAN, t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  81 mor ta r  squad 
l e a d e r .  I t h i n k  he may have been wi th  t h e  2d P l a toon  because 
he w a s  swi tched  over  because one o f  t h e  o t h e r  l i e u t e n a n t s  was 
h u r t ,  wqs wounded, and they  p u l l e d  him o u t .  

Q Does t h i s  f i x  t h e  p e r i o d  of  t ime? Do you r e c a l l  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  people  were wounded and 
k i l l e d  on? 

A. Right .  

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w e  a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  You 
were probably given some s o r t  of i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  o r  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  
o r d e r  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  which took p l a c e  o r  began on 
t h e  16 th  of March. I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t e l l .  m e  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  what you w e r e  t o l d ?  

A. T h e  b e s t  I remember w e  w e r e  t o l d  t o  s e a r c h  and 
d e s t r o y  a l l .  t h e  enemy i n  P i n k v i l l e ,  and w e  had a combat 
a s s a u l t .  They f lew us  i n .  I guess 2 o r  3 hours  w e  was 
t h e r e .  

Y 
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Q You're ahead o f  m e  now. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  
what you were t o l d .  He re ' s  what I ' m  going t o  do. When we g e t  
through w i t h  t h i s  phase o f  t h e  ques t ion ing ,  w e  a r e  going t o  
g ive  you a b r i e f i n g  on what we know happened and then  t r y  t o  
f i l l  i n  what i s  miss ing wi th  a d d i t i o n a l  in format ion  you may 
have. Right nQw, b e f o r e  w e  t e l l  you anyth ing  which w e  know, 
I ' m  anxious t o  know what you were t o l d ?  What w a s  going t o  hap-
pen on 1 6 ,  17 ,  18 ,  and 1 9  March. What you w e r e  t o l d ,  n o t  
what happened. What w a s  going t o  happen? 

A. W e  were supposed t o  s e a r c h  and dest roy it. 

Q - Was t h i s  a normal miss ion f o r  B Company? 

A. Well ,  t h i s  w a s  supposed t o  be h e a v i l y  enemy-occu-
pied. Most of  t h e  t ime w e  s ea rch  and j u s t  s e a r c h  more o r  l e s s .  

Q Search and c l e a r ?  

A. Right ,  

Q How many t imes d i d  you have a sea rch  and d e s t r o y  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  on ly  t i m e ,  r e a l l y .  I 
d o n ' t  know. I t h i n k  t h a t  was probably about  the on ly  o r d e r s  
w e  were g iven  t o  s ea rch  and d e s t r o y .  

Q. Who b r i e f e d  you? Who t o l d  you you w e r e  going on 
t h i s  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. Actua l ly ,  o l d  MICHLES gave t h e  f i n a l  b r i e f i n g  be-
f o r e  w e  l e f t .  

Q That  was where, a t  t h e  pickup zone? 

A. Right .  

Q. Who b r i e f e d  you b e f o r e  t h a t ?  Who t o l d  you what 
was going t o  happen b e f o r e  t h a t ?  

A. I t h i n k  he was t h e  on ly  one t h a t  t o l d  us what we 
were going t o  do t h e r e .  I t h i n k  t h e  c o l o n e l  f l ew i n  and gave 
him t h e  o r d e r s .  
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. 

Q I mean who i s  your squad l e a d e r ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  have a squad l e a d e r .  FO's j u s t  had a p l a -
toon l e a d e r .  

Q What about  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  d i d  he  g e t  t h e  squad
l e a d e r s  t o g e t h e r ?  You j u s t  went down t o  t h e  pickup zone and 
t h e  company commander s a i d :  "Get on t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I ' m  n o t  going 
t o  t e l l  you which one t o  g e t  on. G e t  on t h e  a i r c r a f t . "  You g o t  
some informat ion  t o  t a k e  s o  many r a t i o n s ,  o r  s o  much ammu-
n i t i o n ,  o r  y o u ' r e  going t o  be doing t h i s  o r  t h a t .  Now, who 
gave it t o  you? 

A. I t  must have been t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ,  then .  

Q Who w a s  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. Well ,  w e  had two. I can look through h e r e  and t e l , l  
you. 

(The w i t n e s s  i s  looking  through t h e  company r o s t e r . )  

LTC NOLL: I t  might w e l l  be t h a t  a p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  w a s  a c t i n g  
p l a toon  l e a d e r .  

A. The 3d P la toon  they  got- -Lieutenant  LEWIS was a£-
te rwards .  W e  had a second l i e u t e n a n t ,  Dave something. 

COL WILSON: How about a p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. W e  had a p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ,  MCCLOUD, t h a t  took over  
a f t e r  t h e  2d P la toon  l e a d e r  was wounded. Then t h e  1st  Pla toon 
l e a d e r  was wounded. 

Q No, I ' m  t e l l i n g  how t h e  E-6, p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ,  
took over  f o r  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  u n t i l  w e  g o t  ano the r  l i e u -
t e n a n t  i n .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  
was David--

LTC NOLL: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  CARTER? 

A. CARTER, r i g h t .  

COL WILSON: H e ' s  n o t  on t h a t  l i s t ?  
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Q Do you t h i n k  L ieu tenan t  CARTER w a s  p l a toon  l e a d e r  
a t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  took p l ace?  

A. Right .  

Q .  D o  you r e c a l l  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  a t  a l l ?  Is t h e r e  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  you remember about anyth ing  concerning burn ing  
of houses o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  v i l l a g e s  when you say  "search  
and d e s t r o y " ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  way I unders tand s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  i s  
j u s t  s e a r c h a n d  d e s t r o y  a l l  t h e  enemy, and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  
t h e  o r d e r s  w e  g o t  when w e  went t o  P i n k v i l l e .  A s  f a r  a s  de-
s t r o y i n g  p e r s o n a l  p rope r ty  l i k e  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  anyone else would t a k e  
o r d e r s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q I n  t h e s e  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ions ,  do you mean 
t h a t  when you go i n t o  t h e s e  a r e a s  y o u ' r e  supposed t o  d e s t r o y  
t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  t h e  houses ,  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. No. 

Q ~t d o e s n ' t  mean t h a t ?  

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

How about t h e  food s t o c k s ?  What do you do  wi th  t h e  
food s t o c k s ?  

A. W e l l ,  we bagged it, g o t  sandbags.  I know w e  had 
s o  much rice t h a t  w e  bagged it  up and s e n t  it back i n .  They'd 
p ick  it up on choppers and p u l l  i t  back. 

Q What w e r e  you t o l d  t o  do? Were you t o l d  t o  do 
anything on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  about food s t o c k s  o r  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. Not as I r e c a l l .  

Q Nothing mentioned? 

A. (Shaking head i n  t h e  n e g a t i y e )  J u s t  when we would 
g e t  a heavy cache,  w e  would bag it up and send it back i n .  
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Q .  That  i s  normal procedure?  

A.  Right .  

Q What about  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  i n h a b i t a n t s ?  Was t h e r e  
anything s t a t e d  about t echniques  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h i s  ope ra t ion  
which were n o t  conducted on o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  

Q - Do you remember whether t h e r e  w a s  any s p e c i a l
i n s t r u c t i o n s  given t o  any o f  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  a s  t o  what t h e  
squad was supposed t o  do? 

A. No. 

Q - DO you know what t h e  p l a toons  i n  t h e  company w e r e  --
supposed t o  do,  l s t ,  213, and 3d P la toons?  

(Witness shakes  head i n  nega t ive . )  

When t h e  company commander b r i e f e d  you a t  t h a t  p ick-
up zone on t h e  morning of t h e  16 th ,  what d i d  he  say? 

A. The on ly  o r d e r s  I remember, you know, w e  were sup-
posed t o  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  T h a t ' s  about  it. W e  were supposed 
t o  be a l i t t l e  more c a u t i o u s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t han  w e  had been pre -
v i o u s l y  because t h i s  a r e a ,  you know, w a s  supposed t o  be  one o f  
t h e  h i g h l y  occupied wi th  VC. 

Q - Did you know what enemy f o r c e  w a s  supposed t o  be  
i n  t h e  a r ea?  

A. No, I d o h ' t .  

Q You say  you were wounded i n  June? 

A. In'June .  

Q What t ype  wound? 

A. My lunq  was punctured.  

Q. Gunshot wound, s h r a p n e l ,  mine? 
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A.  Shrapnel .  

Q Well,  I ' m  going t o ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  review t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  a s  we know it from documents. Then w e ' l l  go through 
each day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and give you i n d i c a t i o n s  of what w e  
t h i n k  happened, and s e e  i f  you can  e n l a r g e  upon it. During 
t h i s  p roces s ,  a f t e r  I o r i e n t  you on the t a s k  f o r c e  concept and 
what had happened on t h e  f i r s t  day,  M r .  WALSH w i l l  t a k e  an a e r i a l  
photograph and give you a more d e t a i l e d  o r i e n t a t i o n .  H e  j u s t  
r e t u r n e d ,  and a couple  photographs he  took a r e  h e r e  which a r e  
a l s o  h e l p f u l .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  your  p l a toon  g o t  down t h i s  f a r .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i tnes s  on t h e  map.) 

Do you remember which l i f t  you w e r e  on? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you remember i f  t h e r e  was any f i r i n g  a s  you
approached t h e  l and ing  zone o r  a f t e r  you g o t  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Well,  a f t e r  w e  had landed I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  had 
any f i r i n g ,  b u t  it was j u s t  a s h p r t  t i m e  a f t e rwards  t h a t  w e  
g o t  i n  t h e  m i n e f i e l d  t h e r e ,  t h e  2d P la toon  d i d .  

- * . ,..I. qQ.-- Was t h e r e  any smal l  arms f i r e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q Was anyone f i r i n g  when they  l e f t  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. No. 

Q D i , d  you see any gunships?  Did you s t a r t  t o  say  
something? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  I ' v e  g o t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  mixed up 
o r  n o t .  I t  seemed l i k e  when w e  f i r s t  landed t h e r e  might have 
been f i r i n g  because I remember everybody sp read  o u t  around t h e  
a r e a .  There w a s  j u s t  a smal l  v i l l a g e ,  maybe t w o  or t h r e e  h u t s  
o r  something,  r i g h t  on t h e  o t h e r  side of  t h e  LZ e i t h e r  a t  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  o r  a t  t h e  nex t  one. I d o n ' t  know. I t h i n k  w e  w a s  
nex t  t o  t h e  l a s t  o r  t h e  l a s t  p l a toon  t o  g e t  i n ,  t h e  3d P la toon .  

Q. Ygu t h i n k  you w e r e  t h e  l a s t  p l a toon?  
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(Witness nods i n  t h e  af f i r m a t i v e  .) 

Did you see any gunsh ips?  

A.  Y e s ,  I t h i n k  t h e y  had gunsh ips .  

Q Could you see them f i r i n g ?  

A. No. 

Q .  A l l  r i g h t .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  day,  we've g o t  c e r t a i n  
a c t i o n s  t h a t  w e  t h i n k  took p l a c e ,  and a s  I h i t  one of t h e s e  
a c t i o n s ,  t h e  t h r e e  of us  w i l l  ask  you any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  w e  
have on t h o s e .  The f i r s t  one was a t  0815. The combat a s s a u l t  
came i n  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Remember t h i s  i s  t h e  same 
photograph t h a t  you saw. Th i s  i s  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  o u t  h e r e ,  
t h i s  i s  P i n k v i l l e .  H e r e  i s  t h e  road .  The l a n d i n g  zone was 
g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  The l a s t  l i f t  touched down a t  0827.  
The f i r s t  booby t r a p  was t r i p p e d  w i t h  one k i l l e d  and f o u r  
wounded a t  0845.  That  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  The second 
booby t r a p  was t r i p p e d  a t  0 9 3 0  w i t h  t h r e e  wounded. I t  w a s  
g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  W e  o n l y  show one symbol for it ,  b u t  
it was g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  There i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  and t h e r e  was a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  t i m e .  Do 
you remember t h i s ?  

A. I remember a couple  o f  booby t r a p s ,  y e s .  

Q - There  w e r e  two d i f f e r e n t  groups of  peop le  h i t .  

MR WALSH: Do you remember L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN g o t  k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q W e  t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  one .  - D o  you remember 
s e e i n g  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  you see, w e  had a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  o u t  t o  t h e  
l e f t .  

Q. The 2d P l a toon  w a s  t o  you r  r i g h t ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q Do you remember c r o s s i n g  t h e  road ,  a d i r t  road? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  we g o t  up t h a t  f a r .  

Q When L ieu tenan t  COCIIRAN h i t  t h e  mine, d i d  you hear  
t h e  explos ion?  

A.  Right  . 
Q Did you s e e  it, s e e  it explode,  o r  see any of t h e  
people  g e t  h i t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  w e  seen  t h e  s m ~ k efrom it because we was on ly  
maybe 500--maybe 1 5 0 ,  200 meters sou th .  W e  j u s t  s e p a r a t e d .  3d 
Pla toon  w a s  going on an o p e r a t i o n .  This  is  t h e  way t h e  ope ra t ion  
was s e t  up. Then L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN h i t  it. I b e l i e v e  he was 
t h e  f i r s t .  

Q Do you remember what L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN was doing 
a t  t h e  t i m e  h e  h i t  i t ?  What was t h e  2d Platoon--what was 
t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e ?  

A. I guess  they was going t o  push o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e .  
We w e r e  going t o  push up and m e e t  them. 

Q e  Do you remember i f  L i eu t enan t  COCHRAN and h i s  p la -
toon w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  go through a hedge o r  a rise around--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There w a s  more l i k e  a rise around 
t h e r e ,  yes .  

Q . We've heard  some tes t imony t h a t  t h e r e  was k i n d  of 
a b u i l t - u p  hedge o r  something t h a t  k ind  of surrounded t h e  main 
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  and t h e  2d P la toon  was supposed t o  go i n  and 
sea rch  it. When they  t r i e d  t o  go through t h e  hedge, L ieu t enan t  
COCHRAN got h i t .  

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

When L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN h i t  t h a t  mine, w e  unders tand 
t h a t  it w a s  around 0845. Did everybody j u s t  s t o p  i n  p l a c e  
fox  a whihe? 

A .  Right .  

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  a medevac chopper coming i n ?  
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A.  Y e s ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a medevac chopper. 

Q - Can you remember i t ?  

A .  I t h i n k  I can,  yes .  

Q Can you remember i f  it had a r e d  c r o s s  on it o r  
could i t  have been ano the r - - ju s t  a s l i c k  command s h i p ?  

A. I don ' t remember. 

Q - Now, do you remember t h e  second mine going o f f ?  

A. Tha t  w a s  L i eu t enan t  COCHRAN and h i s  RTO h i t ,  and 
then  I t h i n k  it w a s  an E-5 took over .  H e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  regroup 
h i s  p l a toon  and h i t  ano the r  mine. 

Q Had you moved o u t  by t h e  t i m e  t h e  second mine went 
o f f  o r  w e r e  you s t i l l  ho ld ing  where you were? 

A. W e  were s t i l l  ho ld ing .  

Q - What happened when t h e  second mine went o f f ?  

A. I guess  t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  more f e a r .  The second 
mine went o f f ,  and I t h i n k  we s a t  t h e r e  f o r  about  1 5  o r  20 
minutes t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  back t o  normal. Then w e  al l--
I t h i n k  qhe weapons p l a t o o n ,  and t h e  2d P la toon ,  and t h e  3d 
P la toon ,  and t h e  CO a l l  g o t  t o g e t h e r .  I n s t e a d  o f  going through 
P i n k v i l l e ,  we went around by t h e  3d P la toon .  The 2d P la toon  
went w i th  him, and a l l  more o r  less g o t  t o g e t h e r  and went o u t  
t o  t h i s  s i d e  and j u s t  k ind  of  "cooled i t "  f o r  t h e  day. 

Q.  By t h e  s i d e ?  You mean looking  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and 
moving up t o  t h e  nor thwes t  a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

A. Right .  

Q.  Do you remember Colonel  BARKER'S s h i p  coming i n ?  

A. I t h i n k  he come i n  j u s t  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  w e  grouped 
up wi th  C Company because he  came i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  I 
t h i n k  t h a t ' s  when Colonel  BARKER came i n ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  l a t e  i n  
t h e  a f t e rnoon .  

(MR WALSH withdrew from t h e  h e a r i n g .  ) 
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LTC NOLL: I would l i k e  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  concen t r a t e  on t h i s  t ime 
when t h e  two mine exp los ions  occur red .  We've g o t  an i d e a  t h a t  
t h e y ' r e  about  4 5  minutes a p a r t .  Is t h i s  t h e  way you r e c a l l  i t ?  
Do you r e c a l l  how much t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  was t h a t  much t i m e  between them 
because we j u s t  h a d n ' t  moved any. 

QI The t h i n g  t h a t  happened, t h e  medevac s h i p  came i n  
and g o t  o u t  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN and t h e  f o u r  o t h e r  people  t h a t  
were wounded. That  s h i p  had l e f t ,  I ' m  assuming, be fo re  t h e  
second explos ion  had occur red .  

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  .) 

Did you t h i n k  t h a t  you w e r e  s t i l l  back i n  t h e  LZ 
when L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN w a s  wounded? 

A .  No. 

Q =  When w e  t a l k  about  c r o s s i n g  t h a t  road ,  we're t a l k i n g  
about c r o s s i n g  t h a t  t r a i l ,  Route 521. Had you c ros sed  t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  w e  w e r e  up going t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - What was t h e  miss ion of  t h e  3d Pla toon  t h a t  day? 
I n  o t h e r  words, what w e r e  you p lanning  t o  do? 

A .  W e l l ,  t h e  whole company was j u s t  going t o  s e a r c h .  
If there was any a c t i o n ,  w e  w a s  supposed t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  enemy. 

Q. You w e r e  t o l d  you were going t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
hamlet .  O r  were you t o l d  t h a t ?  

A. W e 1 . 1 ,  'whenever I went on an o p e r a t i o n ,  w e  was t o l d  
t h e  hamlet  where w e  was going,  b u t  I don ' t  remember which one.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  how t h e  second group of  people  t h a t  
were wounded were evacuated? 

A .  W e  went through one v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  l e f t .  I t  was a 
smal l - - the  o u t s k i r t s  of  P i n k v i l l e  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I 
don 't remember e x a c t l y  what v i l l a g e  i t  was. 

(DUFF) APP T-268 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. D i d  you c o l l e c t  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h a t  v i l l a g c  
i n  one group? 

A.  Yes, w e  rounded up--on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  w e  rounded 
up I d o n ' t  know how many c i v i l i a n s .  

Q - I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  morning, on t h e  day of  
t h e  16 th .  

A. The way I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  t h a t  many people  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  we went t o .  W e  went t o  s ea rch ;  w e  
rounded up a l l  c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was t h a t  
many t h e r e .  

Q .  Was t h e r e  any i n t e r p r e t e r  t h e r e  t o  q u e s t i o n  them? 

A. Not a t  t h a t  t ime .  H e  came i n  l a t e r .  

Q When d i d  he  come i n ?  

A. I t h i n k  he came i n  w i th  Colonel  BARKER. H e  
came i n  t h e  lower a r e a  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  3d P la toon  went down, 
which would be sou th  on t h e  map, went down t o  t h e  b i g g e r  p a r t ,  
l i t t l e  i s l a n d  t h e r e .  The 3d P la toon  went t h a t  way. I 
t h i n k  when we had them a l l  rounded up, we had an i n t e r p r e t e r  
come i n .  The i n t e r p r e t e r s  d i d n ' t  s t a y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  us .  
They j u s t  f lew i n  a s  we needed them. 

COL WILSON:  There i s  one q u e s t i o n  I want t o  ask .  You mentioned 
t h a t  t h e  2d and 3d P la toons  s o r t  of  g o t  t o g e t h e r .  Was t h e r e  
a change i n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  2d P la toon  t h a t  you know, 
change i n  o r d e r s ?  

A. Yes. You s e e ,  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  going t o  meet u n t i l  
t h e  evening i n  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  Then a f t e r  t h e  2d P la toon  
you know, g o t  p r e t t y  w e l l  b e a t  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  b i t  of 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t hey  j u s t  grouped w i t h  u s .  A f t e r  w e  went 
through that one v i l l a g e ,  we 'set up, n o t  a p e r i m e t e r ,  a block-
i n g  f o r c e  for C Company u n t i l  C Company came. 

Q - This  w a s  when both p l a t o o n s  were t o g e t h e r ?  

A. Right .  
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Q - The 2d P l a toon ,  you unders tand,  d i d  r e c e i v e  a 
change i n  o r d e r s ?  

A. Oh, yeah,  d e f i n i t e l y .  

Q They jo ined  you a t  t h a t  t ime.  Otherwise ,  they  would 
have been--what were they  supposed t o  do? 

A. They were going s t r a i g h t  on through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q - They were going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Right .  

Q - One p l a toon?  

A,  W e l l ,  t h e  way w e  w e r e  sp read  o u t ,  t h e  1st P la toon  
went o f f .  

Q I unders tand.  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  when Lar ry  g o t  h i t ,  w i t h  t h e  1st 
P la toon  o v e r  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e .  W e  was going--
t h e r e  w a s  a v i l l a g e  o f f  t h i s  way. W e  w e r e  going o u t  and up, 
and t h e  2d P la toon  w a s  going s t r a i g h t  up t o  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  
t h e r e .  W e  w a s  go iqg  more ox less on t h e  o u t s i d e  t o  a smal ler- -

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The v i l l a g e  t h a t  you a l l  moved 
ove r  t o  and sea rched ,  how many h u t s  w e r e  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l ,  b u t  I know t h e r e  wasn ' t  
no 20 people  t h e r e ,  20 c i v i l i a n s .  

(COL WILSON withdrew from t h e  hea r ing .  ) 

LTC NOLL: What happened t o  t h e  people  t h a t  you rounded up? 
How long d i d  you keep them? When w e r e  they  r e l e a s e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h ey  probably d i d n ' t  take maybe 30 o r  4 5  
minutes t o  s e a r c h  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  maybe a l i t t l e  l o n g e r .  Mostly 
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t h e r e  was--I t h i n k  t h e r e  was one man i n  t h e  whole group.  M o s t  
eve ry  v i l l a g e  we went t o  t h e r e  was j u s t  women and s m a l l  k i d s ,  
and I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a b o u t  a l l  t h e r e  was e x c e p t  f o r  maybe one o r  
two o l d  men. I r e c a l l  maybe one man, and h e  was p r e t t y  o l d ,  and 
w e  j u s t  k e p t  them t h e r e ,  you know, j u s t  l o n g  enough t o  s e a r c h  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and w e  r e l e a s e d  them. 

Q - Where was y o u r  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  e v e n i n g  w i t h  res-
p e c t  t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  Did you move r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. L e t ' s  see, w e  moved n o r t h  and then w e  moved out. 
You see, w e  moved on o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Then C Company m e t  
up w i t h  u s .  I guess  i t  was l a t e  a f t e r n o o n ,  2 o r  3 o ' c l o c k  i n  
t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  Then w e  moved, I t h i n k  w e  moved t o  t h e  w e s t .  
So it would b e  n o r t h w e s t  from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h i s  was t o  t h e  
wide open s p a c e .  I t  was p r e t t y  c l e a r  t h e r e .  

Q . Did you t a l k  t o  any members from C Company? 

A. Y e s ,  I had f r i e n d s  I was w i t h  i n  C Company. 

B Did t h e y  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. They j u s t  s a i d  t h e y  had been 
th rough  a v i l l a g e  and was p u s h i n g  towards  u s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  
t h i n g  I know. 

Q Did you see any d e t a i n e e s  i n  y o u r  n i g h t  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t ,  no. 

Q. Did you h e a r  o f  anyone, any d e t a i n e e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
t h a t  n i g h t ?  

(Witness  s h a k e s  head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e . )  

Do you r e c o g n i z e  anybody i n  t h i s  p h o t o ,  P-18? 

A.  T h i s  i s  HUFFMAN. R i g h t ,  C e c i l  HUFFMAN; h e  w a s  i n  
m o r t a r  p l a t o o n .  

(2. A r e  t h e s e  t h e  peopie t h a t  you  rounded up t h a t  day? 
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A. T h a t ' s  g o t  t o  be on t h e  lower v i l l a g e ,  on t h e  
l ~ w e rp a r t  of  t h e  map t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  p l a c e  w e  p icked 
up any men t h a t  I can remember on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e s e  
he re  were he ld .  This  w a s  t h e  second day,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  where 
w e  l a a g e r e d  t h a t  n i g h t ,  e i t h e r  t h e  second o r  t h e  t h i r d  day. 
You can see r i g h t - - i t ' s  r e a l  sandy because I know we dug i n .  
There w a s n ' t  nokhing t o  d igg ing  i n  on t h e  a r e a  on t h e  beach,  
and we had an i n t e r p r e t e r  f l y  i n .  I guess  it w a s  a Thai  o r  
something. 

Q So you d o n ' t  recognize  t h e  t e r r a i n ,  o r  do you 
recognize  t h a t  t e r r a i n ?  I n  o t h e r  words, can you i d e n t i f y  
on t h e  map where t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A. The on ly  p l a c e  I ' d  have t o  s ay  would be on t h e  
lower p a r t .  You s e e  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  we come i n .  

Q - Did you s e e  HUFFMAN t h e r e  w i th  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Yes, I remember him wi th  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  because he 
and TREGARTHEN would be t h e  ones  t h a t  took c a r e  o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  

Q. Do you know who took t h i s  p i c t u r e ?  

A.  No, I d o n ' t  have any i d e a .  

Q - P-19? 

A. Th i s  would be j u s t  b e f o r e  you go a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q On what day? Do you know who t h i ;  i s ?  

A .  That  musk be t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h e r e .  

Q H e  b e l i e v e s  the .  boy i n  uniform i n  P-19 i s  t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r .  P-20? 

A. T h a t ' s  HOOTON, and t h a t '  s--he was a s e r g e a n t  who 
went back t o  supply .  

Q - The man w i t h  t h e  b a r  i s  Dan HOOTON. MARSHALL? 

A. R igh t ,  t h i s  would be QUINTANILLA r i g h t  h e r e  looking  
down. 
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Q .  The man w i t h o u t  a  he lmet  l o o k i n g  down is  who? 

A. QUINTANILLA. H e  was wounded l a t e r  on. I t h i n k  h e  
g o t  b o t h  l e g s  blowed o f f .  

Q Do you r e c o g n i z e  anyone in P-21? 

No, i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h e r e .  

Q. Did you e v e r  see him b e f o r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. They a l l  look  a b o u t  a l i k e  t o  m e .  

A.  No, .I d o n ' t  know anyone t h e r e .  

A. T h a t  i s  C a p t a i n  MICHLES t h e r e .  

Q. What a b o u t  t h i s  t e r r a i n ,  do you r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  (re-
f e r r i n g  t o  MAP-1) ? 

A. T h i s  would have t o  b e  somewhere i n  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  T h i s  l o o k s  l i k e  t h a t  may b e  t h a t  main t r a i l  
coming th rough  o r  w h a t e v e r ,  and t h i s  is t h e  c o a s t l i n e  h e r e .  

Q 'You're  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  t r a i l  as Route 521? 

A.  R i g h t .  

Q. And t h e  w a t e r  at t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  a s  t h e  
c o a s t l i n e ?  

A. (Nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e )  O r  it c o u l d  be t h e  r i v e r  
t h e r e .  

A.  I d o n ' t  know anyone t h e r e .  

Q . I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  you company j o i n e d  w i t h  C Company. 
Did you go o v e r  t o  C Company's a r e a ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I went over  t h e r e .  I t a l k e d  t o  
them. They passed  by us  and come through what w e  s e t  up 
t h e r e ,  more o r  less a pe r ime te r .  They come through us ,  and 
they  passed r i g h t  by m e .  I knew q u i t e  a few guys i n  C Com-
PanY * 

Q Did you hea r  any r e p o r t s  of  t h e  body count f o r  
t h e  day? 

A. No. 

Q Did you h e a r  any r e p o r t  on what t h e  1st  P la toon  was 
doing a c r o s s  t h e  conc re t e  b r idge?  

\ 

A. o u r  1st P la toon?  

Q. Your 1st Platoon.  

A .  E i t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime o r  t h e  second t i m e  we went 
i n ,  Lar ry ,  he  w a s  an E-4 a t  t h e  t i m e  b u t  he made se rgeant - -
be fo re  he went i n  o r  r i g h t  a f t e r  anyway they  had a p r i s o n e r  
t h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e .  There w a s  a mine r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  
Anyway, h e  g o t  h i s  f o o t  blowed o f f ,  and they  p u l l e d  him o u t .  
But j u s t  b e f o r e  t h a t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  he made s e r g e a n t .  H e  w a s  an 
E-4 squad l e a d e r  be fo re .  

Q On t h e  1 6 t h ,  d i d  you h e a r  any r i f l e  f i r e  o r  any 
mor ta r  f i r e  o r  machinegun f i r e  coming from t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
1st Pla toon '  s o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I t ' s  hard  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  days between 
t h e  16th, 1 7 t h ,  and 18 th .  There was probably g u n f i r e ,  probably.  

Q- Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  company a r e a  t h a t  
n i g h t  r ega rd ing  t h e  body count  r e p o r t e d  by t h e  1st P la toon?  

A.  N o .  

Q D i d  any th ing  unusual  happen t h e  evening  o f  t h e  16th? 

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

Now, would you d e s c r i b e  your a c t i o n s  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  
t h e  fo l lowing  day,  t h e  1 7 t h ,  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  
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A. The 3d Pla toon  went on the big p a r t ,  more o r  l e s s ,  
on t h e  pen insu la  t h e r e ,  because I know a f t e r  we g o t  down s o  
f a r  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  much down t h a t  way. A f t e r  w e  g o t  down t h e r e ,  
w e  k ind  of s l i p p e d  up, you know, about--I t h i n k '  it was one of 
t h e  squads moved on f a r t h e r  ahead,  and then  come back and met 
w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of u s ,  and we tu rned  and went back.  

Q = A l l  r i g h t .  Did you move o u t  of  your n i g h t  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  back t o  Route 5 2 1  and over  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  l e a d i n g  t o  
t h e  s p i t  of l a n d  on t h e  17 th?  . 

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  s o ,  because I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  where t h e  
2d P la toon  come through t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h e  1st P la toon  had 
been. 

Q Did you h e a r  t h e  exp los ion ,  t h e  mine exp los ion  a t  
t h e  br idge?  

A. When? 

Q When TAYLOR l o s t  h i s  f o o t .rn 

A. Y e s ,  p robably .  I t h i n k  s o .  

Q Where were you when t h a t  occur red?  Did you see him? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  him. 

Q = Did you s e e  him be ing  evacuated? D i d  you see a 
medevac chopper come i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  I guess  t h a t ' s  what come i n .  

9. Do you r e c a l l  any gunships  i n  t h a t  area t h a t  morning 
r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  happened? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know. I g e t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  k ind  of mixed 
up because I know one gunship came i n .  The 2d P la toon  came 
a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  some gunships  came i n  and h i t  t he  v i l l a g e  
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  t h e r e ,  and t h e  3d Pla toon  m v e d  up t o  h e l p  
suppor t  t h e  2d u n t i l  t h e y  c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  a f t e r  t h e  gunships 
come i n .  That was--TVd say  t h a t  was t h e  same day. 

Q . The o r d e r  of  march t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  w a s  it t h e  3d Pla-
toon beh ind  t h e  2 d  P la toon?  What w a s  t h e  o r d e r  of march? 
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A. Y e s ,  t h e  2d P la toon  w a s  f i r s t .  A f t e r  t h i s ,  t hey  
c o u l d n ' t  c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and we had t o  move up and suppor t  
t h e  2d t o  g e t  a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge .  

Q = How d i d  you suppor t  them? 

A .  W e l l ,  see, t h e  gunships  were a l r e a d y  f i r i n g  i n .  
So w e  more o r  less j u s t  p u l l e d  up a long  t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  
r i v e r ,  and w e  l ayed  down f i r e  f o r  t h e  2d u n t i l  t hey  got a c r o s s .  

Q Did you deploy o f f  t h e  road a long  t h e  bank? 

A. Y e s ,  because t h e r e  was one l i t t l e  hootch t h a t  had 
a man t h a t  w a s  wounded i n  it where w e  s topped.  I know t h e r e  
w a s  me and t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  and t h e  RTO had s topped  by. 
And he w a s  i n  t h e r e ,  whatever t hey  g o t  t h e r e ,  whatever you 
want t o  c a l l  it. 

Q - Was t h i s  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o r  was i t  on t h e  e a s t  
side of the stream? 

A. I t  would be  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e .  

Q D o  you know what happened t o  t h e  man t h a t  was 
wounded? 

A. I know t h e  medic pa tched  him up. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
they  brought  a chopper i n  f o r  him. 

Q- What w a s  t h e  1st P la toon  do ing  whi le  you w e r e  
suppor t ing  t h e  2d P la toon  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r idge?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember because w e  were s e p a r a t e d  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  I guess ,  because t h e  1st P la toon  s t ayed  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r .  

Q - You mentioned gunships ,  I b e l i e v e .  Were t h e y  
f i r i n g  i n t o  the v i l l a g e ,  making a pas s  and f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Once t h e  company c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  d i d  t hey  
sweep t h i s  v i l l a g e  and c l e a r  i t ?  
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A. The 2d P la toon  swept t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t ' s  when 
we sepa ra t ed .  You s e e ,  w e  went o v e r ,  t h e  2d P la toon  se t  up a 
l a a g e r  f o r  us i n  suppor t  of  us ,  and w e  went a c r o s s ,  and, you s e e ,  
t h e  weapons pla toon-- the  mor ta r  p l a toon ,  t hey  s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  
2d Pla toon because t h e  2d P la toon  was s h o r t  because they  had 
a l l  t h a t  wounded. So t h e  weapons p l a toon  and t h e  CO s t a y e d  
wi th  t h e  2d P la toon ,  and they  searched  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  

Q- You say  t h e  weapons p l a toon ,  t h e  2d P la toon ,  and 
t h e  CO. You're t a l k i n g  about Capta in  MICHLES? 

A. Right .  

Q. They s t a y e d  and sea rched  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  is  t h a t  
r i g h t ?  

A. Tha t '  s r i g h t .  

Q And what d i d  your p l a toon  do? 

A. W e  went on down t h e  pen insu la  t h e r e  o r  whatever 
it is ,  whatever you want t o  c a l l  it, t h e  wide s t r i p  of  l and .  

Q Do you know what t h e  format ion was go ing  s o u t h ,  
whether anyone w a s  on t h e  r i g h t  o r  l e f t  of t h e  p l a toon?  

A. No. 

? Did you go down on t h e  beach s i d e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I don ' t  t h i n k  s o .  We d i d n ' t  go 
a l l  t h e  way down t h e  c o a s t .  We g o t  down so f a r  and t h e r e  
w a s n ' t  any th ing  on t h a t  s i d e  t h a t  amounted t o  anyth ing ,  s o  we 
tu rned  around and pushed back up. 

Q = What, t i m e  frame are you t a l k i n g  about  now? How 
much t i m e  d i d  you spend going sou th?  

A. I t  w a s  about  a l l  day. I mean t o  g e t  back. 

Q- D i d  you see t h e  1st P la toon  any t i m e  du r ing  t h e  day? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t h e  t ime we l aage red  up i n  t h a t  
area where t h e  1st P la toon  l aage red  a t  be fo re .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
t h e  n i g h t  w e  g o t  mortared t h e r e .  
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Q Your days  a r e  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f f .  L e t  m e  ask you 
a  couple  of  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  Do you r e c a l l  engaging two VC 
sou th  of  t h e  b r i d g e  on t h a t  s p i t  of l and?  

A. The on ly  t h i n g  I can remember i s  t h e r e  w a s  a b o a t ,  
o r  a sampan, o r  something. T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I can r e m e m -
b e r .  W e  had come up i n  t h e r e  by a sampan. 

Q Were they  engaged? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  d e s t r o y i n g  any mines as you moved 
sou th?  

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

Do you r e c a l l  any smoke t h a t  day as you went sou th?  

A. Do you mean whi le  w e  w e r e  down on t h a t  lower end 
down t h e r e ?  

Q. Y e s .  

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

Burning o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any r i f l e  f i r e  o r  demol i t i ons  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  of  your p l a toon?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any because it a l l  seemed s o  peace-
f u l  down t h e r e  t o  m e  compared--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you see any people  t h e r e  t h a t  
day? 

A. J u s t  t h e  ones i n  t h e  sampan t h e r e  i s  t h e  on ly  ones 
I seen .  

Q - Did you g e t  a chance t o  t a l k  t o  members of  t h e  2d 
P la toon  t h a t  swept t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. No. 

Q J u s t  a c r o s s  from t h e  b r idge?  

A. If--I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  them, bu t  i f  t h a t ' s  what I 
r e c a l l ,  t hey  took some p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e r e .  When we g o t  back 
t o  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  t hey  f lew i n  an i n t e r p r e t e r .  I t  
seems l i k e  t h e r e  was a Thai  t h a t  came t h e r e ,  a  Thai  f o r  t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q D i d  t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon  f i r e  any miss ions  t h a t  day? 

A. No. 

Q - Did you s e e  any Navy s w i f t  b o a t s ?  

A. No. W e  was ove r  t h e r e  a  couple  of  t imes .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  I ' v e  g o t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  mixed up o r  what. 

Q - What about  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  d i d  you s e e  any 
members of t h e  2d P la toon  t h a t  went i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  andaswept  i t ?  

A. I t h i n k  a f t e r  t h i s  v i l l a g e  was where t h e y  qepara ted  
our  company. They s e n t  t h e  3d P la toon  up t o  Up t igh t ,  and they 
took t h e  rest  o f  t h e  company t o  D o t t i e .  The 3d Pla toon ,  i f  
t h i s  i s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  I remember, t h e  3d P la toon  w a s  t h e  on ly  
one t h a t  was l e f t  w i t h  f u l l  s t r e n g t h .  1st and 2d P la toons  
were down about  1 3  o r  1 4  men ap iece ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q How w a s  your p la toon  organized  on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  
Did you have t h r e e  squads? 

A. Right .  

Q What about  t h e  o t h e r  two p l a toons?  Do you r e c a l l  
how they  were organized?  

They were probably t h e  same. 

(LTC NOLL o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i tnes s  on E x h i b i t  P-168.) 

Q .  Can you d e s c r i b e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  18 th  a s  you 
remember them? That  i s  your t h l r d  day i n  t h e  f i e i d .  T h i s  i s  
t h e  d a t e  t h a t  you probably moved a l o t  of people .  
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A. The on ly  t h i n g  I remember, i f  t h i s  is  t h e  day w e  
g o t  mortared--I  d o n ' t  know. The 1st P l a toon  had a l o t  o f  
c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  n i g h t .  T h e i r  machinegunner was k i l l e d ,  I 
know f o r  a f a c t ,  and t h i s  would have been a t  n i g h t .  I d o n ' t  
know how many rounds of  mor t a r  w e  g o t  o r  any th ing .  I know 
we g o t  q u i t e  a few i n j u r e d ,  and w e  c a l l e d  i n ,  I t h i n k ,  i t  was 
a  p l a n e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  us  t h a t  l a i d  machinegun f i r e  around 
t h e  o u t e r  p e r i m e t e r .  

Q Okay, what d i d  you do d u r i n g  t h e  d a y l i g h t  hours  
b e f o r e  even ing?  D o  you r e c a l l ?  

A. (Shaking head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e )  I know a t  t h e  
t i m e ,  t h a t  n i g h t ,  I know a s e r g e a n t  w a s  i n  charge .  Because 
I know L i e u t e n a n t  CARTER. I t h i n k  h e  went t o  t h e  2d P la toon  
e i t h e r  t h e  day b e f o r e  o r  s o  because  Sergean t  MCCLOUD w a s  i n  
charge  o f  u s  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q L i e u t e n a n t  CARTER d i d  n o t  come t o  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  
you on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  H e  went i n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  2 days b e f o r e  
from h u r t i n g  h i s  back. H e  came back and went t o  t h e  2d P l a t o o n  
t h e n  because  t h e y  l e f t  S e r g e a n t  MCCLOUD i n  cha rge .  D o  you 
recal l  s e a r c h i n g  t h a t  upper  p e n i n s u l a  and rounding up a l o t  
o f  peop le?  

A. T h i s  must have been t h e  f o u r t h  day.  I d o n ' t  
know i f  t h e r e  was 4 days  t h e r e  o r  n o t .  I know one day w e  
went up and s e a r c h e d  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  o u t  t h e r e .  L i e u t e n a n t  
LEWIS was t h e r e  when w e  g o t  back ,  b u t  t h a t  must have been 
t h e  second t i m e  w e  w e r e  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. You moved n o r t h ,  w e  b e l i e v e ,  t h e  t h i r d  day you 
w e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  You assembled most of  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  
t h e  upper p a r t  o f  t h a t  s t r i p  o f  l a n d  f o r  a J!IEDCAP. I t  was 
t h a t  even ing  you g o t  mortared.  

A. Y e s ,  I remember t h a t  even ing .  

Q . Was t h e r e  any s m a l l  arms f i r e  t h a t  accompanied t h e  
mor ta r  a t t a c k ?  

A. Tha t  n i g h t ?  

Q ye s .  
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A. Y e s ,  I know t h e  machinegun had f i r e d  q u i t e  a num-
b e r  of t i m e s  b e f o r e  w e  g o t  t h e  mor t a r  a t t a c k ,  and w e  had f i r e d  
back.  W e  had  f i r e d  t h e  machinegun. 

9 - Do you r e c a l l  any d e t a i n e e s  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n ?  

Tha t  n i g h t ?  

Q 0 That  n i g h t .  

A. I t  was ea r l i e r ,  b u t  they  must have a l r e a d y  took 
them o u t  o r  something because  they  w e r e n ' t  h e l d  o v e r n i g h t  t h a t  
I can remember. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  them b e i n g  i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Did you see them be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  . 

A. No. 

Q - Did you h e a r  any r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q How t h e y  a r e  t r e a t e d ?  

(Witness  shakes  head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e . )  

A t  any t i m e  d u r i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  d i d  you see any 
mi s t r ea tmen t  o f  d e t a i n e e s  by U . S . ,  ARVN, o r  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e ?  

A. W e l l ,  when t hey  i n t e r r o g a t e  them, t h e  A R V N ' s  o r  
whoever it is--I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e y  would b e  m i s t r e a t i n g  them 
o r  n o t .  I d o n ' t  know how they  would have t o  do it t o  g e t  
q u e s t i o n s  and answers ,  b u t  t h e y  do k i n d  o f  smack t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
around a l i t t l e  b i t .  As f a r  a s  U . S .  t r o o p s ,  I d o n ' t  remember 
any. 

LTC NOLL: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  r ece s sed .  1 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1057 h o u r s ,  29 January  1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1122 h o u r s ,  29 January  1970.) 
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COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, 
LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

COL WILSON: M r .  DUFF, d i d  you normally work i n  c l o s e  conjunc t ion  
w i t h  t h e  r a d i o s  as forward obse rve r?  

A .  Right .  

Q D o  you have your  own r a d i o  o r  do you use  one o f  
t h e  p l a toon  ' s ?  

W e  used t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  p l a toon  l e a d e r ' s  r a d i o .  

Q How many PRC-25 I s  were i n  t h a t  p l a t o o n ,  do you know? 

A. Two. 

'Q. You s a i d  t h e  3d P la toon  l a i d  down a base  of  f i r e  
on t h e  second day du r ing  t h e  2d P la toon  c ros s ing .  Was t h i s  
done from t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Right .  

Q And what type  of  f i r e  was i t ?  

A .  Well,  t h e  squads w e r e  sp read  o u t  a long  t h e  bank 
a r e a ,  and I t h i n k  they  f i r e d  a few rounds o f  machinegun. But 
I t h i n k  m o s t  o f  it w a s  M-16. 

Q. Were a l l  squads on l i n e ,  o r  j u s t  one o r  two squads? 

A. I t h i n k  probably a l l  o f  them w e r e  on l i n e .  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e .  

Q There must have been some f i r e  c o n t r o l  t h e r e  t o  
keep from h i t t i n g  t h e  2d P la toon  t h a t  w a s  a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge .  

A. Well ,  I w a s  back w i t h  my p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  and they  
was behind u s .  I t  would be  Sergeant  MCCLOUD. W e  w e r e  back--
t h e r e  was a wounded man on t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e ,  t h e  
b r i d g e ,  and t h e  medic t h a t  w a s  a t t e n d i n g  him, he was back 
t h e r e .  
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Q Who w a s  t h e  wounded man, a Vietnamese man? 

A. Right .  

Q Was he  evacuated? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q Well,  d i d  you h e a r  any communication concerning f i r i n g ?  

A. No. 

LTC NOLL: What was t h i s  f i r e  supposed t o  suppress?  Why was 
it neces sa ry ,  do you know? 

A. We were t r y i n g  t o  d i s t r a c t ,  I guess ,  t h e  enemy f o r  
t h e  2d P la toon .  Because they  were going o f f  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e r e ,  
and w e  were j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a base  of f i r e  down s o  they  
could g e t  a c r o s s .  

COL WILSON: Was t h e r e  any f i r e  coming from t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  The 2d P la toon  c o u l d n ' t  c r o s s  because o f  t h e  
sma l l  arms f i r e .  4 
Q What about  t h e  requirement  t o  p u t  some mor ta r  f i r e  
on t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Well ,  as I r e c a l l ,  gunships  w e r e  c a l l e d  i n  on 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q How many s h i p s ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was two o r  three--two I t h i n k .  

Q - How many pas ses  d i d  t hey  make? 

A. I d o n ' t  have any i d e a .  

Q And was t h i s  f i r i n g  by t h e  p l a toon  done b e f o r e  o r  
a f t e r  t h e  gunships  had made t h e r e  pas ses?  

A. Be f o r e .  
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Q • W e l l ,  i f  it was b e f o r e  t h e n ,  t h e  2d P la toon  c ros sed  
wh i l e  t h e  gunships w e r e  making t h e i r  p a s s e s .  I mean t h e  2d 
P la toon  c ros sed  whi le  t h e  gunships were making t h e i r  pas se s?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  was b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r ,  b u t  on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  g u l l y ,  and t h e  2d 
P la toon  was ove r  i n  t h e r e  when w e  c ros sed .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether 
they  went a c r o s s  b e f o r e  t h e  gunships  came i n  o r  r i g h t  a f t e r  
they  were t h e r e .  W e  d i d n ' t  move a c r o s s  u n t i l  t hey  had a l r e a d y  
l e f t .  

Q The gunships?  

A. Right .  

Q. This  photograph P-18, when d i d  you t h i n k  t h i s  was 
taken? 

A. I thought  it was on t h e  second day because we 
come up on a v i l l a g e  t h a t  q u i t e  a few people  w a s  i n  it. There 
w a s  q u i t e  a number of men i n  i t ,  and w e  k ind  of  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  
men and women. The weapons p l a toon  was ho ld ing  them i n ,  and 
t h e  3d Pla toon  rounded them up, I guess ,  and w e  w e r e  s e a r c h i n g  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Thi s  w a s  on ' t h e  second day? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

LTC NOLL: A s  I unders tood it, one of  t h e  reason  why you 
s a i d  t h e  second day i s  because on t h e  f i r s t  day you d i d n ' t  
f i n d  any men, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. The 3d Pla toon  d idn '  t ,  I know. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  
they d i d n ' t .  

Q Where do you t h i n k  t h i s  was? Th i s  would have been 
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o r  t h e  east s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  Where do you 
t h i n k  it was? 

A. I don 't 'know e x a c t l y .  

Q What about  P-20? Do you remember t h a t  photograph?
Do you remember where t h a t  was? 
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A. I d o n ' t  remember where i t ' s  a t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  weapons 
p l a toon  t h e r e .  

Q a DO you remember t h e s e  two? 

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  one i s  QUINTANILLA from t h e  2d P la toon .  

Q - That  i s  t h e  man wi thou t  t h e  helmet  on? 

A. R igh t .  

Q What about  t h e s e  two i n  P-21? 

A. I don 't know. 

Q a 
D&d you e v e r  h e a r  a t r ansmis s ion  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  

t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  t h a t  probably had come ove r  on 
t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

, 
A. No. 

Q - D i d  you e v e r  h e a r  of  a body count  f i g u r e  given? 

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

Any q u e s t i o n s  on a body count?  

NQ. 

Q - Did you e v e r  h e a r  an o r d e r  about  s t o p  burn ing  
hootches?  

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

Did you e v e r  h e a r  Captain  MICHLES g i v i n g  an o r d e r  
t h e  f i r s t  day t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  t h e  mortar?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember t h e  mor ta r  be ing  f i r e d .  The 
only t h i n g  I remember, t hey  were s e t t i n g  t h e  mor ta r  up when t h e  
2d P la toon  h i t  t h o s e  mines. I d o n ' t  remember them e v e r  f i r i n g .  

Q - Were you back t h e r e  w i th  i t ?  

A. No, we w a s - - I  s een  them s e t t i n g  up. .You see, 
w e  were over  t o  t h e  l e f t .  
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Q They cou ld  have f i r e d  w i t h o u t  your  knowledge? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  w e r e n ' t  t h a t  f a r  away. I guess  t h e y  cou ld  
have,  b u t  I j u s t  don ' t  remember it. 

Q S e r g e a n t  VANN s a i d  t h e y  f i r e d .  The FO of t h e  1st 
P l a toon  s a i d  t h e y  f i r e d .  

A. I d i d n  ' t h e a r  i t  myself .  S e r g e a n t  VANN ought  t o  know. 

Q Did you ask  him about  t h e  counte rmor ta r  f i r e  up
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

COL WILSON: Do you know i f  t h e r e  w a s  coun t e rmor t a r  f i r e  on t h e  
n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  a f t e r  you r e c e i v e d  t h e  incoming rounds? Did 
our  8 1 ' s  f i r e  back? 

A. I t h i n k  t h e y  might have f i r e d  a couple  of  rounds 
b e f o r e  t h e  s h i p  g o t  i n  t h e r e ,  t h a t  a i r p l a n e .  I know they  s t a r t e d  I 
t o  ca l l  i n  a r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  t hey  wou ldn ' t  g ive  us a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

Q They wouldn ' t ?  

I guess  because  o f  t h e  a i r p l a n e .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  marker rounds b e i n g
f i r e d  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  b e f o r e  dark?  

A. There  w e r e  u s u a l l y  marker rounds i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  

Q Did you see a woman w i t h  a l e g  s h o t  up, a Vietnamese 
woman b e i n g  b rough t  o u t ?  Did you see h e r ?  

A.  No. 

Q Did you see when t h e y  evacua t ed  h e r ?  Did you h e a r  
about  h e r ?  The q u e s t i o n  i s  whether  o r  n o t  s h e  was h i t  by t h e  
a r t i l l e ry  markers?  

A .  The o n l y  one I remember t h a t  day was when t h e  1st  
. P l a t o o n  p i cked  someone up i n  t h a t  f i r s t  v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t  was 
on t h e  f i r s t  day.  
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HOW do you know what t h e  1st  P la toon  had t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. They s a i d  t hey  had a woman p r i s o n e r .  T h a t ' s  what I 
heard.  

Q You heard  t h i s .  Did you s e e  h e r ?  

A .  No. 

Q 0 What d i d  you h e a r  about h e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I guess i t  came o v e r  t h e  r a d i o .  I 
don ' t know. 

Q 0 This  was a r a d i o  t r ansmis s ion?  

A. I ' m  n o t  going t o  s a y  it was. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I know 
they  had a women t h e r e .  Where w e  go t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  from--

& 0 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h a t  woman wi th  him t h e  nex t  morning
when you c ros sed?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did you e v e r  see any U . S .  o r  ARVN s o l d i e r s  t o r t u r i n g  (
d e t a i n e e s  o r  PW's on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any. 

Q a Did you h e a r  anyth ing  about  i t ?  

A. Well ,  I hea rd  t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  t h e  A R V N ' s  or whoever 
came i n  t h e r e  t o  q u e s t i o n  w e r e  s l a p p i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  around. 

Q 9 What n i g h t  w a s  t h a t ?  

A. I t  must have been t h e  n i g h t  w e  were a l l  l a a g e r e d  to -
g e t h e r  t h e r e ,  when t h e  1st P la toon  g o t  mortared t h e r e .  W e l l ,  we 
a l l  g o t  mortared.  The 1st  P la toon  g o t  a l l  t h e  wounded. 

Q That  was up t h e r e  n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e , )  

You heard '  t h e r e  were some ARVN wi th  you t h a t  n i g h t ?  
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A. They f l ew  them i n ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h e y  took them back 
o u t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e y  s t a y e d  t h e r e  o v e r n i g h t  o r  n o t .  

Q Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  go ing  on? 

A. No. 

Q Did you h e a r  any th ing  e l s e  abou t  t o r t u r i n g ?  

A. No. 

Q *  Were you o r  anyone you know q u e s t i o n e d  on t h i s  op-
e r a t i o n  a s  t o  what happened? 

A. No, I was never  q u e s t i o n e d ,  and I d o n ' t  know o f  
anyone else. 

Q Did you t a k e  a camera w i t h  you? 

A. No, n o t  on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q 9 Do you know anybody t h a t  d i d ?  

A. I don ' t  know u n l e s s  Rober t  GELDMEYER. H e ' s  from 
Wisconsin.  H e  u s u a l l y  had a l i t t l e  104 t h a t  he  c a r r i e d  w i t h  
him all t h e  t i m e .  

Q Did you see a pho tographer  on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  MACV? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  way I unde r s t and  i t ,  I h e a r d  t h e y  was w i t h  
t h e  2d p l a t o o n  b u t  d i d n ' t  s t a y  b u t  a s h o r t  t i m e .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q - What else d i d  you h e a r  abou t  him? Did you h e a r  any-
t h i n g  e l s e  abou t  him? 

A. No. 

Q Did you see him? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

LTC NOLL: What day was t h i s ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  was t h e  second day. 
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COL WILSON: Do you have any photographs  t h a t  w e r e  t a k e n  d u r i n g  
J 

t h i s  p e r i o d ?  

A. No. 

Q Any documents t h a t  might  h e l p  f i x  t i m e s ,  and d a t e s ,  
and p l a c e s ?  

A. No, a l l  t h e  p i c t u r e s  I had i n  Vietnam t h e y  k e p t  over  
t h e r e .  I g o t  h i t ,  and I neve r  g o t  my p i c t u r e s  back.  I d i d n ' t  have 
any of  t h i s  a r e a  anyway. 

Q They are probab ly  d e c o r a t i n g  somebody's bunker .  

A. P robab ly .  

Q 0 
Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors abou t  some c i v i l i a n s  

b e i n g  k i l l e d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  by B Company o r  C Company on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  t h i s  b roke?  

A. No, n o t  u n t i l  t h i s  b roke .  

Q Do you know i f  any mar i j uana  was used by B Company? 

A. I n e v e r  t h i n k  I s een  any mar i j uana .  I don t know. I 4 
d o n ' t  know how they  would r e a c t .  

Q .  Do you have any f u r t h e r  t e s t imony  o r  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  1 

n i g h t  a s s i s t  us?  

A. I d o n ' t  know of  any. 

Q No more? 

A. No. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  b e i n g  v i s i t e d  by Co lone l  BARKER on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  he  come o u t  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  w i t h  c Company when 
w e  l a a g e r e d  t o g e t h e r .  

Q - Did you s e e  him? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he  was o u t  t h e r e .  
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Q- Do you know o f  any d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  t ook  p l a c e  be-  
tween Co lone l  BARKER and Cap t a in  M I C H L E S ?  

A. No. 


COL W I L S O N :  M r .  DUFF, I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t e s t i -  
mony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  
t h a t  may be  c a l l e d  o r  t h a t  have been c a l l e d  e x c e p t  a s  you may be 
r e q u i r e d  t o  do  s o  b e f o r e  a l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  j u d i c i a l  body i n  which 
case w e  have  no h o l d s  on t h e  t e s t imony .  W e  would l i k e  t o  keep  
t h i s  on a c o n f i d e n t i a l  b a s i s  and n o t  have you t a l k  t o  anybody 
abou t  it. Thank you ve ry  much f o r  coming; w e  a p p r e c i a t e  it. 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1140 hou r s ,  29 J anua ry  1970 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTINONY 

WITNESS: ESTERLING, Ronald J. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 29 January 1 970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Machinegunner, ~ h i r d  
Squad, Thi rd  P la toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  when the u n i t  came i n t o  Duc 
Pho they had c l a s s e s  concerning what they should shoo t  a t  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  (pg.  2 )  . They were t o l d  t h a t  anyone who 
evaded them should be  t o l d  t o  s t o p  and i f  he d i d  n o t ,  they 
nad permiss ion t o  shoo t  a t  him, i f  he was a  mi l i t a ry -age  
male (pg. 2 ) .  They were t o l d  t o  r e f r a i n  from shoo t ing  a t  
women and c h i l d r e n  un le s s  they were f i r i n g  back (pg. 2). 
He d i d  n o t  remember having a c l a s s  on t h e  l e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s  
b u t  s t a t e d  he  knew they d i d  n o t  have t o  obey an i l l e g a l  
o r d e r  (pg. 3 ) .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  e i t h e r  
~ x h i b i t sM-2 o r  M-3, b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  whi le  i n  Hawaii he  was 
i n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  "Nine Rules" (pg. 3 ) . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  could n o t  r e c a l l  who had g iven  them a 
b r i e f i n g ,  a l though  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  u s u a l l y  t h e  company 
commander passed t h e  word down t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  and 
squad l e a d e r s ,  who would inform t h e  men (pgs.  4 ,  5)  . H e  
s a i d  t h a t  sometimes t h e r e  was a company format ion i n  which 
t h e  company commander would g i v e  the whole u n i t  t h e  
in format ion  (pg. 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  that t h i s  was t h e i r  
f i r s t  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion  because they were e n t e r i n g  
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a " t i g h t  community" of V i e t  Cong sympathizers  (pg. 6 )  . H e  
b e l i e v e d  h e  was t o l d  t h i s  by t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  on t h e  
morning of 16 March (pg. 6 ) .  He d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h i s  from a  
s ea rch  and c l e a r  miss ion  i n  t h a t  they were t o  d e s t r o y  
anything t h a t  would be  of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  V i e t  Cong 
(pg. 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any o r d e r s  be ing  g iven  concerning 
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of hootches o r  concerning animals  and food- 
s t o c k s  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  they  were t o l d  t o  g a t h e r  up t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  and have them watched whi le  they searched  t h e  
v i l l a g e s  (pg. 7 ) .  Usual ly ,  they would l eave  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  
where they found them and n o t  move them o u t  i n t o  a  s e p a r a t e  
group (pg. 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  they were t o l d  t h e r e  was a 
b a t t a l i o n - s i z e  f o r c e  of V i e t  Cong i n  t h e  a r e a  where t hey  w e r e  
going (pg. 8 ) . H e  Sald  t h a t  t h e  men i n  t h e  u n i t  would be  
more a f r a i d  going i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  because of t h e  
number of mines l o c a t e d  t h e r e  (pg. 8 )  . He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e  company was " a l l  psyched up" f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  they were nervous (pg. 5 0 ) .  The wi tnes s  
mentioned t h a t  they had prev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a  a l though  he was n o t  s u r e  of t h e  d a t e s  (pgs.  9 ,  1 0 ) .  

3 .  COMBAT ASSAULT. 

A c t i v i t i e s  on 1 6  March. 

(1) The landing  and i n i t i a l  a c t i v i t y .  

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  approximately n i n e  
s l i c k s  came i n  t o  p i ck  them up a t  LZ Upt igh t  (pg. 5 ) .  H e  was 
n o t  s u r e  i f  he  was on t h e  r l r s t  o r  second l i f t  (pg. 1 7 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  being f i r e d  a t  when they landed (pg.11) .  
When they g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t hey  s e t  up s e c u r i t y  
and L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN s tepped  on a  mine (pg.  11). The 
wi tnes s  s t a t e d  they wai ted f o r  t h e  dus to f f  t o  come i n  
(pg. 11). He s t a t e d  he  was approximately 50 meters  w e s t  of 

COCHRAN when it happened and he  thought t h a t  bo th  COCHRAN 
and t h e  second group were dus tedof f  by a  medevac s h i p  
(pgs .  13 ,  1 4 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  l and ing  t h e  
u n i t  had t o  t a k e  cover because they thought  t h a t  they w e r e  
r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  (pg .11 ) .  F i f t e e n  minutes l a t e r ,  they  found 
o u t  t h a t  it was f i r e  coming from c h a r l i e  Company (pgs . l l , l 2 )  . 
They were t o l d  n o t  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  f i r e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  
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( 2 )  Movement i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e i r  pla,toon 
moved n o r t h  wh i l e  t h e  remainder h e l d  r e a r  s e c u r i t y  (pg.12)' .  
The two groups then joined and t h e  whole p l a toon  went and 
searched  t h e  v i l l a g e  d i r e c t l y  wes t  of them (pg. 12) . He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  they  searched  bo th  v i l l a g e s  and t h a t  i t  took 
most of t h e  morning (pg. 1 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  gunships  
were f i r i n g  i n  suppor t  of them t h a t  day .(pg. 15) . H e  d i d  
hea r  some shoo t ing  coming from t h e f i r s t  p l a t o o n ' s  a r e a  
(pg.  1 4 ) .  When t h e  u n i t  l e f t  t h e  land ing  zone t o  s ea rch  
t h e  v i l l a g e  on l i n e  (pg. 1 5 ) ,  t he second  p l a toon  was loca t ed  
t o  t h e i r  r i g h t  (pg. 1 7 ) .  A f t e r  s ea rch ing  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  h e  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  they went back and s e t  up s e c u r i t y  t o  e a t  
lunch (pg. 1 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  a number of  t h e  houses 
were e i t h e r  b u r n t  down o r  blown up,  he thought  by a i r  
s t r i k e s  o r  a r t i l l e r y  (pq. 1 7 ) .  They found approximately 
s i x  m i l i t a r y - a g e  men t h a t  t hey  kep t  w i th  them a l l  n i g h t  i n  
t h e i r  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  (pq .  1 8 ) .  He could n o t  r e c a l l  what 
was done wi th  t h e s e  s i x  t h e  nex t  day (pg. 18) . H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  burning any of t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  day,  because most 
of t h e  hootches  they found were i n  r u i n s  (pg. 37) . 

( 3 )  The n i g h t  l aage r  p o s i t i o n .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h e y  laagered  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
us ing  t h e  hedgerows a s  t h e i r  per imeter  (pg.  1 6 ) .  The s i x  
p r i s o n e r s  were p u t  i n t o  a  hootch and were guarded a l l  n i g h t  
long (pg.  1 8 ) .  He i d e n t i f i e d  E x h i b i t  P-18 a s  a  photograph 
of  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  be ing  guarded by HUFFMAN (pg. 1 8 ) .  During 
t h e  n i g h t  t h e  mortars  f i r e d  w h i t e  phosphorous and some 
l i v e  rounds b u t  he d i d  no t  hea r  any smal l  arms f i r e  on t h e  
per imeter  (pg. 2 1 ) .  

( 4 )  In format ion  concerning t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  
f i r s t  p l a toon  and C / 1 / 2 0 .  

~ u r i n g  t h e  evening when they passed members of  
C/1/20, t h e  w i tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  one man who w a s  r e s t i n g  by 
t n e  road t o l d  him t h a t  they had s h o t  everybody i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  they had searched  (pg. 22) . H e  was t o l d  t h a t  t h e  
men raped women and then  s h o t  them (pg. 22 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
know t h e  person  who t o l d  him t h i s  (pg. 2 2 ) .  He a l s o  hea rd  
rumors t h a t  t n e  f i r s t  p l a toon  had done something s i m i l a r  
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(pg. 2 2 ) .  I n  t a l k i n g  t o  members of t h e  f i r s t p l a t o o n ,  h e  
was informed t h a t  t hey  had k i l l e d  approximately 30 people  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  which they  went through on 16 March (pg.23) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  most of  t h e  people  were k i l l e d  because they 
r e fused  t o  s t o p  (pg. 2 4 ) .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  re-
c a l l e d  hea r ing  machinegun and M - 1 6  f i r e  t h a t  day and h e  
r e c a l l e d  commenting t h a t  " t h e y ' r e  doing a l o t  of shoot ing  
over  t h e r e "  (pg. 33) .  A t  t h e  t ime he  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  i t  
was t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  t h a t  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg.  3 4 )  . The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  when h e  l a t e r  saw t h e  
a r e a  he  thought  it was unusual  t h a t  t h e r e  were no b o d i e s ,  
b u t  he f e l t  t h a t  they  had been ga the red  up by t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
(pg. 3 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  q u e s t i o n  anyone from t h e  f i r s t  
p l a toon  on t h i s  b u t  r e c a l l e d  d i s c u s s i n g  i t  w i t h  a f r i e n d ,  
Larry  HATCH (pg. 3 5 ) .  He d i d  no t  know s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  which 
v i l l a g e  t h e  people  had been k i l l e d  (pg.  3 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  hea r ing  anyth ing  about  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  us ing  
dynamite (pg.  3 7 ) .  

A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

(1) I n i t i a l  movements. 

Tne wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  r e c a l l e d  c r o s s i n g  
t h e  b r i d g e  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  the f i r s t  platoor,  w a s  
o p e r a t i n g  i n  (pg.  2 5 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  TAYLOR be ing  wounded 
a s  he c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 25) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  who 
c ros sed  the b r i d g e  f i r s t ,  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  h i s  
p l a toon  d i d  (pg.  2 6 ) .  They had n o t  reached t h e  b r i d g e  when 
TAYLOR was wounded, b u t  they could s e e  t h e  smoke i n  t h e  
a i r  a f t e r  t h e  explos ion  (pg. 2 6 ) .  They could a l s o  hear  
t h e  M-60 machinegun f i r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r idge  
(pg. 2 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any gunships i n  t h e  a r e a  
(pg. 2 7 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  when they c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
they n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were many mines marked and h e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  b r i d g e  was l a t e r  blown up b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  know by 
whom (pgs. 27, 2 8 ) .  They had t h e  equipment t o  do it them-
s e l v e s ,  because GUTHRIE c a r r i e d  demol i t ion  equipment 
(pg. 28 ) .  When they c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e  p l a toon  se t  
up s e c u r i t y  nex t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  t o  the sou th  (pg. 29) . H e  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  LEWIS came i n  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  t o  
t a k e  over  t h e  seeehd p l a toon  (pgs .  29, 3 0 ) .  
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( 2 )  Night l aage r  p o s i t i o n .  

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  a  h e l i c o p t e r  coming 
i n  b u t  t hey  could n o t  s e e  it from t h e i r  area (pg.  3 0 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  remember s ee ing  a MACV photographer (pg. 3 0 ) .  ' 

He s t a t e d  t h a t  they l o c a t e d  a dead woman and b u r i e d  he r  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  s e a  on n igh  ground (pg.  31) . This  w a s  t h e  
only  body t h a t  he saw (pg. 3 1 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  thought 
t h e  p l a toon  l e f t  t h e  rest  of t h e  company and worked their 
way down t h e  pen insu la ,  and e v e n t u a l l y  s e t  up a  b lock ing  
f o r c e  c l e a r  a c r o s s  t h e  pen insu la  (pg.  3 1 ) .  They mainta ined 
t h i s  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t  and d i d  no t  j o i n  t h e  rest of 
t h e  company (pg. 32 ) .  They d i d  no t  do any s e a r c h i n g  p r i o r  
t o  s e t t i n g  up t h i s  ambush p o s i t i o n  (pg.  32 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  any c o n t a c t  du r ing  t h e  n i g h t  (pg. 3 8 ) .  

c .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 18 March. 

(1) Movement. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  that  h e  thought  t h a t  
t h e  company moved over t o  t h e  end of  t h e  pen insu la  t h a t  
day (pg. 3 9 ) .  He remembered f i n d i m r i c e  one t ime b u t  h e  
was n o t  s u r e  t h a t  it was on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 39) .  They 
moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  u p - t o  t h e  no r th  and rounded u p ,  
a l a r g e  number of  people ,  sending them back t o  t h e  beach 
(pg.  40 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  p l a toon  brought  i n  t h e  l a s t  
group of people  @g. 40) . H e  d i d  n o t  know what was done 
w i t h  t h e  peop le ,  b u t  he  thought  t h a t  they were be ing  ques t ioned  
(pg. 4 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  go down t o  t h e  end of t h e  beach 
where tney were being he ld  (pg.  40 ) .  He d i d  n o t  see any 
h e l i c o p t e r s  w i th  medical  personne l  coming i n  b u t  h e  d i d  
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e f i r s t  p l a toon  had a VC s u s p e c t  (pgs .  4 1 ,  4 2 ) .  

( 2 )  Night l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  they l aage red  on t h e  
l each t h a t  n i g h t  on t h e  no r the rn  p a r t  of t h e  per imeter  
(pgs .  40, 4 1 )  . He r e c a l l e d  see ing  seven o r  e i g h t  ARVN 
personne l  i n  t h e  chow l i n e ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  know when they had 
a r r i v e d  (pg. 4 2 ) .  The f i r s t  p l a toon  s e t  up on t h e  beach and 
faced  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  (pg.  3 3 )  , and ha'd one machinegun- se t  
up p o i n t i n g  n o r t h  (pg. 4 3 ) .  H i s  p l a toon  f aced  t o  t h e  nor th-  
west  and t h e  second p l a toon  f aced  wes t  and c i r c l e d  down 
around t o  t h e  beach (pg.  43) .. H e  thought  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  e i t h e r  
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one o r  two Vietnamese males d e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  pe r ime te r  t h a t  
n i g h t  (pg.  4 4 )  . He d i d  no t  see a wounded woman be ing  
evacuated (pg.  4 4 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  be ing  mortared du r ing  
t h e  n i g h t  and s t a t e d  t h a t  MILUS was k i l l e d  (pg.  5 3 ) .  H e  
saw a dus to f f  come i n  t h a t  n i g h t  and p ick  up t h e  wounded, 
b u t  he  could n o t  r e c a l l  i f  they were e s c o r t e d  by gunships  
(pg.  5 4 ) .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  were gunships  which 
f i r e d  f o r  q u i t e  a wh i l e  (pg. 5 4 ) .  When they  w e r e  mortared 
he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any in-comlng smal l  arms f i r e  (pg. 5 4 ) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  mortar  p o s i t i o n  was approximately 50 t o  
1 0 0  meters  away from t h e  per imeter  (pg.  5 5 ) .  The a r t i l l e r y  
r e tu rned  f i r e  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg.  5 5 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  
s e e  some ground-to-ai r  f i r e  from t h e  nor thwest  (pg.  53)  . . 

d.  A c t i v i t i e s  on 19 March. 

A t  approximately 0 9 0 0  hours  i n  t h e  morning, he 
remembered a p l a toon  going o f f  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and sea rch ing  
f o r  something (pgs.  4 7 ,  48) . He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  mortar  
p o s i t i o n  was a l s o  found t h e  nex t  day (pg.  55) . During t h e  Q 
day h e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  a d e t a i n e e  was b e a t e n  and had t o  go down w 
t o  t h e  s e a  t o  wash o u t  h i s  s h o r t s  (pg.  4 6 ) .  He could n o t  Tt 

s e e  the i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  were doing t h i s  because it happened 1 
f a r  down t h e  beach (pg. 4 7 ) .  He d i d  no t  s e e  t h e  man being 
kicked (pg.  4 8 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a f i e l d  te lephone  
was used on t h e  person (pg.  4 8 )  . 
4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tnes s  d i d  no t  r e p o r t  anything t o  h i s  o f f i c e r s  
because he f e l t  t h a t  "nothing was be ing  h i d  from them" 
(pg. 4 9 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  MICHLES o r  anyone e l s e  on t h e  

beach could have seen  t h e  man be ing  bea t en  ipgs.  39-50) . 
He d i d  n o t  hea r  of anyone i n  t h e  company r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  t o  
t h e  I G  (pg. 50) . He was n o t  ques t ioned  by any o f f i c e r s  
and d i d  no t  know t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  
conducted (pg.  51) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he never saw anyone i n  t h e  
u n i t  u s ing  mari juana (pg.  52) . 
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EXHIBITS 

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER 

M- 2 

DESCRIPTION 

MACV Card "Nine ~ u l e s "  

NOTES 
.-

Wit had n o t  seen 
be fo re  b u t  had 
been i n s t r u c t e d  on.  

PAGES 

3 

P-18 

MACV Card "The Enemy i n  
Your Hands" 

Miscel laneous photo -

I 

W i t  had n o t  seen  
b e f o r e .  -
Wit 1 d e n t l L l e a  
HUFFMAN guarding 
the prisoners. 

3 

18-

P - 2 1  

P-66 

P-185 

Miscel laneous photo 

Miscel laneous photo 
Aerial  photo o f  the  Son 
My c o a s t a l  a rea .  

W l t  r ememerea  see-
i n g  t h e  o l d  man. 
W i t  recognized 
CPT MICHLES. 
Used t o  o r l e n t  t n e  
w i t n e s s .  

20  

21 

31 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1417 hours ,  29 January 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hearing w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The following named persons a r e  present :  COL WILSON, 
MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The next  witness  is  M r .  Ronald J. ESTERLING. 

(MR ESTERLING was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  w a s  sworn, 
and he t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows:) 

P lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupation and resi-
dence. 

A. Ronald J.  ESTERLING, f a b r i c  repairman a t  F i res tone  
T i r e  and Rubber Company, address ,  1496 E t t l e  Drive, Barbarton, 
Ohio. I 

I 

COL WILSON: M r .  ESTERLING, w e  gave you a document which i s  
marked Exh ib i t  M-81 which you read p r i o r  t o  convening t h e  
board here.  D o  you have any ques t ions  on t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. I t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  is Team C and what we a r e  looking 
f o r .  This team c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  people,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
NOLL, myself ,  and M r .  WALSH, who is  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  d i s i g -  
nate$ by t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS. H e ' l l  
probably be i n  l a t e r  t h i s  af ternoon.  Major THOMAS i s  our  recorder .  
And t h i s  information t h a t  I passed out  t o  you e a r l i e r  ind ica ted ,  
we're going t o  use a  chronological  sequence t o  develop our  
quest ioning.  So could you g i v e  m e  your duty assignment i n  B/4/3  
on 16 March 1968? 

A.  On 16 March 1968, I w a s  machinegunner f o r  t h e  t h i r d  
squad, 3d Platoon,  B Company. 

Q. Have you discussed t h i s  opera t ion  wi th  anyone p r i o r  
t o  coming t o  t h i s  hearing s i n c e  you've been back from Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  I ' v e  d iscussed  it with my family. 

Q - But nobody t h a t  was wi th  you on t h e  opera t ion?  
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A. No, t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  I h a v e n ' t  seen a t  a l l .  

Q Who w a s  your squad l e a d e r ?  

A. Squad l e a d e r  was, I b e l i e v e  it was Sergeant  JORDON a t  
t h e  t i m e .  

Q Now was he t h e  machinegun squad l e a d e r  o r  t h e  r i f l e  
squad l e a d e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  had a machinegun a t t a c h e d  t o  each squad. 
There  wasn ' t  any machinegun squad l e a d e r .  They w e r e  a t t a c h e d  
t o  t h e  squad, s o  he  was a squad l eade r  of t h e  p l a toon .  

0. You b e l i e v e  it w a s  JORDON? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so; I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e ;  I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q .  Who w a s  your p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. Our p l a toon  l e a d e r  w a s n ' t  o u t  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  it was 
Se rgean t  MCCLOUD who w a s  t a k i n g  t h e  p l a c e  of t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  
on t h a t  day. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  having r ece ived  any t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  
going t o  Vietnam or a f t e r  a r r i v a l  . t h e r e  concerning t h e  l e g a l i t y  
o f  o r d e r s ?  

A. I t  was--we d i d  have c l a s s e s  o n - - l e t ' s  see; t h e  f irst  
b a s e  w e  landed on over  t h e r e  w a s  nex t  t o  Duc Pho. I c a n ' t  remem-

' '. ber t h e  name r i g h t  o f fhand .  W e  had c l a s s e s  t h e r e  concerning what 
w e  should shoo t  a t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and what we s h o u l d n ' t  shoo t  a t ,  
what o u r  o r d e r s  would be  concerning t h a t .  

Q. What d i d  t hey  say? 

A. They s a i d  t h a t  anyone who w a s  evading u s  i n  any way 
when you h o l l e r e d  a t  them t o  s t o p .  I f  they  wouldn ' t  s t o p ,  and 
i f  it looked l i k e  a mi l i t a ry-aged  male t h a t  w e  had permiss ion 
t o  shoo t  a t  him and s t o p  him. But t hey  t o l d  us  t o  r e f r a i n  
from shoo t ing  any women o r  c h i l d r e n  o r  any th ing  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  
u n l e s s  t h e y  w e r e  shoo t ing  back a t  us .  
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Q. Really what my ques t ion  i s ,  were you ever  told--did 
anybody ever  i n s t r u c t  you t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some o rde r s  which 
a r e  l e g a l  and some which a r e  not  l e g a l ,  and you d i d  n o t  have 
t o  comply with  o rde r s  which were no t  l e g a l ?  Did you ever  have 
such a c l a s s ?  

A.  W e l l ,  such a c l a s s  as t h a t  c a s e ,  I c a n ' t  remember 
having a c l a s s  b u t  I knew--I w a s  f a m i l i a r  with t h a t  o rde r  
myself. 

Q Where d i d  you g e t  t h i s  information? 

A.  W e l l ,  j u s t  through a per iod  of h i s t o r y .  I mean 
where an i n c o r r e c t  order  was given t h a t  I thought w a s  completely 
u n j u s t  and I wouldn ' t ' fol low it ou t .  I knew I had t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
t o  n o t  fol low it o u t  and t ake  t h e  consequences i f  I was r i g h t  
o r  wrong. 

Q. W e l l ,  d id  you l e a r n  t h i s  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o r  d i d  you
know t h i s ?  

No, j u s t  what I knew--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Such a course of i n s t r u c t i o n  was never 
given t o  you? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q. Exhib i t  M-2  is  a MACV card e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules." 
Have you ever  seen t h a t ;  i t ' s  a facs imi le ,  f r o n t  and back? 

A.  I do no t  r e c a l l  seeing t h i s  ca rd ,  b u t  I remember hear ing  
t h e s e  s ta tements  being. made before .  

Q Where d i d  you hear  them? 

A. I n  Hawaii before  we went over t o  Vietnam. 

Q o  Exhib i t  M-3 is  e n t i t l e d ,  "Enemy i n  Your Hands," another  
MACV card.  Have you ever  seen t h a t  one? 

A. No, I haven ' t .  
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Q. Do you know which opera t ion  we're  concerned with? 
The 16th  of March, do you remember t h a t  da te?  

A. I remember t h a t  da te .  A t  t h e  time, I d i d n ' t  know 
what d a t e  it was, b u t  I do remember a l i t t l e  b i t  of what 
happened t h a t  day,not  a whole l o t .  

Q.  What we're going t o  do is  t o  ask you what you were 
b r i e f e d  on, and what you w e r e  t o l d  before  t h i s  opera t ion  
s t a r t e d .  Then we're going t o  o r i e n t  you on t h e  a r e a  and t e l l  
you what we have determined, from t h e  s tandpoint  p t i m a r i l y  of 
documents, a s  t o  what happened. We're going t o  ask you t o  
f i l l  i n  t h e  th ings  t h a t  we d o n ' t  know. A l l  r i g h t ,  now, t h e  
f i r s t  t h i n g  is  t h e  day before  t h e  opera t ion ,  you should have 
been b r i e f e d  o r  given an order  o r  i n  some way been t o l d  what 
w a s  going t o  happen t h e  next day. I ' d  l i k e  t o  know who t o l d  
you what was going t o  happen and what they s a i d .  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I can remember who s a i d  what was going 
t o  happen t h e  next  day o r  what they s a i d ;  I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q w e l l ,  you had a squad l eader  and an a c t i n g  p la toon 
l eader .  Did e i t h e r  one of  them t e l l  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I t  could have been, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
know. I c a n ' t  remember who gave it. I t  might n o t  have been 
even given t h e  day before.  

Q You l e f t  p r e t t y  e a r l y  t h a t  morning; it could have 
been given t h e  nex t  morning. 

A. I t  could have been given t h a t  morning. 

Q Q u i t e  poss ib ly ,  i f  you r e c a l l  t h a t ;  do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it being t h a t  morning, b u t  I would 
say  it was i n  t h e  morning more than t h e  n igh t  before .  

Q. Somebody would have t o  t e l l  you how long you w e r e  
going t o  be o u t ,  whether t o  t ake  r a t i o n s  o r  n o t ,  how much 
ammunition t o  t ake ,  what h e l i c o p t e r  you were going t o  g e t  aboard, 
and what time you were going t o  leave.  A l l  t h i s  information,  
somebody had t o  put  it o u t .  
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A.  I t  w a s  p u t  o u t  t o  us .  I t  always was each t i m e  
be fo re .  I t  was always p u t  o u t  how long approximately  we ' re  
supposed t o  be o u t ,  and how much r a t i o n s  w e  were supposed t o  
t a k e  each t ime.  I t  was always t o l d  t o  u s .  

Q. Who t o l d  you? 

A .  W e l l ,  u s u a l l y  t h e  company commander passed t h e  word 
down t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s ,  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s ,  and squad 
l e a d e r s .  I t  was u s u a l l y  done t h a t  way, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  who it was t h a t  t o l d  u s .  Sometimes w e  had a 
company format ion ,  and t h e  CO would t e l l  u s  a l l  t h i s  in format ion  
himself  t o  hake s u r e  t h a t  everybody heard .  When it w a s n ' t  
a v a i l a b l e ,  w e  had t o  move o u t  e a r l y  o r  something, h e ' d  pas s  
it a long  through t h e  p l a toon .  

Q. Now t h i s  is t h e  o p e r a t i o n  you recal l  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  
COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d  on. 

A. Y e s .  

Q. And it was t h e - - i t  could have been t h e  day b e f o r e ,  it 
could have been t h a t  morning, t h e r e  should have been some 
informat ion  p u t  ou t .  I ' m  t r y i n g  every  way I know how t o  f i n d  
o u t  whether t h e  squad l e a d e r s  b r i e f e d  t h i s ,  whether t h e  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r s ,  o r  whether t h e  company commander d i d .  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember which one it would have been.  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  remember which base  camp w e  l e f t  from t h a t  morning. 
b e l i e v e  it w a s  LZ Upt igh t .  

Q - You w e r e  up a t  u p t i g h t .  

A. Yeah. 

Q. About n i n e  s l i c k s  came i n  t h e r e .  

A.  Nine of them t h a t  day? 

Q. TWO l i f t s  should have been needed t o  g e t  B Company 
i n t o  t h e  area. The l a s t  l i f t  c l e a r e d  about  0847.  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, t h a t  morning, who gave t h e  o r d e r .  
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Q Okay. What o rde r s  were given concerning d e s t r u c t i o n  
of v i l l a g e s  and houses and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Well., a s  much a s  I can r e c a l l ,  t h i s  was our  f i r s t  
search  and des t roy  mission a s  it was pu t  ou t  t o  us .  We'd 
never been on a search and des t roy  mission before.  

Q Okay. What type missions had you been on before? 

A.  W e l l ,  w e  went on search  and c l e a r  missions before .  
W e  went through t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h i s  day it was supposed t o  
have been a t i g h t  community of V i e t  Cong sympathizers.  

Q Right,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  L e t  m e  ask you a ques t ion
about t h i s  search  and des t roy  while  w e ' r e  on it. The f i r s t  
on you'd been on? 

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  one they c a l l e d  search  and d e s t r o y ,  
yeah. 

Q- And was t h i s  put  o u t  t o  t h e  company o r  was it put  o u t  
by t h e  squad l e a d e r s ,  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s ,  o r  what? 

A .  I would t h i n k  it would be by t h e  p la toon l eader s  
t h a t  morning, search  and des t roy .  

Q Okay, you were t o l d  you were going on a search  and 
des t roy  mission. Now t h e  sea rch  and des t roy  mission,  had you 
had any b r i e f i n g s  on t h i s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  search  and 
c l e a r  and search  and des t roy?  

A .  Yeah, we l l ;  l e t ' s  see. 

Q What d i d  it mean t o  you? 

A. W e l l  t h e  only d i f f e r e n c e  I knew t h a t  we were going t o  
go through those  v i l l a g e s  and search  them a s  we normally d i d  and 
anything t h a t  would have been any a i d  t o  t h e  V i e t  Cong, we're 
going t o  des t roy  it. 

Q Now, w e r e  t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  passed o u t  t o  t h e  
squads o r  was any i n s t r u c t i o n  given a s  t o  the  method of  des t roy-
i n g  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s .  I ' m  speaking p r imar i ly  r i g h t  now of v i l l a g e s ,  
houses. 
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A. A s  f a r  a s  d e s t r u c t i o n  of anything, it was usua l ly  
l e f t  up to--usual ly  got  those  o rde r s  from t h e  p la toon l eader  
o r  squad l eader .  

Q . Well, was it pu t  o u t  before  you went i n  t o  t h e  area?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember it being put  o u t  how we were 
going t o  des t roy  anything. 

Q What about foodstock, anything d e f i n i t e  s t a t e d  about 
foodstock i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember any b i g  supply of anything abnormal 
t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  themselves. 

Q. Nothing s a i d  about t h e  method of d e s t r u c t i o n  and so  f o r t 1  

A. W e l l ,  we usua l ly  burned any b i g  supply of foodstock. 

Q- How about animals? 

A. . Animals, nothing t o  do with them. 

Q. What o rde r s  were given concerning t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  
inhab i t an t s?  Any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on these  people? . 

A, Yeah, w e  were supposed t o  ga the r  everybody ou t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  Get everyone o u t  of the v i l l a g e  and g e t  them 
all t oge the r  i n  a group and have them watched. Get eve~ybody 
o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  so  w e  could c l e a r  it of anybody w e  thought 
might be i n  there as Vie t  C o ~ g .  W e  were told t o  search  t h e  
tunne l s ,  search  everything,  and g e t  everybody ou t .  

Q. Is t h i s  d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  opera t ion  you'd 
been on from t h e  s tandpoint  of what you 're  supposed t o  do with 
t h e  v i l l a g e r s ?  

A .  W e l l ,  most opera t ions  we d i d n ' t  always g e t  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  
i n  a group. Wevd j u s t  go through and search  it and leave  them 
where t h e y ' r e  a$. Not always, sometimes w e  d id ,  sometimes we 
d i d n ' t .  

Q So you had done t h i s  be fo re ,  you bad rounded them 
up before.  
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A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  We had rounded them up before  i n  groups. 
I 

Q Did you know you were going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  what w e  c a l l e d  it, P i n k v i l l e .  

Q Did t h i s  have any impression on you? Did you th ink  
about - - d id  t h i s  mean anything d i f f e r e n t  from going on any 
o t h e r  opera t ions?  

A. W e l l ,  everybody was more scared going down t o  P i n k v i l l e  
because it w a s  loaded wi th  land mines. q u i t e  a few of  them. Every-
body was a f r a i d  of t h a t .  W e  l o s t  more men down t h e r e  on mines. 
Also we had more enemy c o n t a c t  i n  P i n k v i l l e  and n a t u r a l l y  every-
body was nervous about t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  day. 

Q. What about t h e  Batangan Peninsula? Did you have any
s i m i l i a r  i d e a  about t h e  Batangan Peninsula t h a t  you d i d  about 
P i n k v i l l e ?  W a s  it about t h e  same o r  was it a more favorable  
a r e a  t o  opera te  i n  from t h e  s t andpo in t  of c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A, There both - - w e l l  it was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  we'd gone on 
t h e  peninsula ,  we d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know. But it wasn ' t  q u i t e  a s  
bad a s  going through P i n k v i l l e .  

Q I t  wasn ' t?  

A. Except w e l l  - - no I c a n ' t  say t h a t .  We d i d  g e t  h i t  
on t h e  peninsula  too.  We got  h i t  bad t h e r e  one time. 

Q Well, t h e  - - d i d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  information you g o t  
p r i o r  t o  leaving  g ive  you any idea  of what t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  
w a s  down t h e r e ?  What t h e  enemy f o r c e  s i z e  was o r  anything l i k e  
t h i s ?  Thinking from t h e  s t andpo in t  of what you were t o l d ,  n o t  
what you knew. 

A. Well, l e t ' s  s e e ,  down a t  P i n k v i l l e  I th ink  they had sus-
pected I ' m  not  s u r e  b u t  I th ink  they suspected a t  l e a s t  a b a t t a l i o n -
s i z e  f o r c e  of V i e t  Cong, There was supposed t o  have been a 
l a r g e  fo rce  down t h e r e .  We ran  i n t o ,  had c o n t a c t  with them q u i t e  
a few times.  
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Q. B Company d id?  

A .  B Company and A Company and C Company of t h e  t a s k  
force .  

Q . Did B Company - - were you with B Company t h e  l a s t  
time they were down the re?  

A. No, I wasn ' t  myself. I th ink  it was j u s t  two of t h e  
p la toons  t h a t  went o u t  t h e  l a s t  time. 

Q. What was t h e  o t h e r  platoon doing, s i t t i n g  on Uptight? 

A. No, it was on Dot t i e .  

Q. Secur i ty?  

A. Yes, s e c u r i t y  on Dot t i e .  

Q Which platoon was t h a t ,  do you know? 

A.  3d Platoon. 

Q. 3d Platoon remained a t  Uptight .  Now which - -
A. LZ Dot t i e .  

Q I ' m  s o r r y ,  Dot t i e .  For which opera t ion  was it ,  t h e  
opera t ion  i n  e a r l y  February o r  l a t e  February ? 

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  be su re  on t h e  d a t e .  I wouldn't  know. I 
never r e a l l y  kept  t r a c k  of t h e  days o r  months very w e l l .  

Q. Do you remember any of t h e  people t h a t  were wounded 
o r  k i l l e d  on t h e  opera t ion  when you s tayed on Uptight? 

A .  Well, t h e  platoon l e a d e r ,  2d Platoon,  was s h o t  i n  

t h e  shoulder .  

Q . Is t h a t  CARTER? 

A; No, sir ,  t h a t  was - - he wasn ' t  w e l l ,  he l e f t  t h a t  
day. H e  was a s h o r t  fe l low.  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q ROSS? 
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A .  Lieutenant  ROSS w a s  s h o t .  

Q He was s h o t  on t h a t  opera t ion?  T h a t ' s  t h e  opera t ion  he  
w a s  s h o t  on? 

A . '  Yeah. 

Q Do you remember what t h e  platoons of B Company were 
supposed t o  do? l s t ,  2d, 3d Platoon a f t e r  they  h i t  t h e  ground? 

A .  On t h a t  day? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. They set up s e c u r i t y  r i g h t  away, w e  weren 't going any-
where. , 

Q.  Move ou t?  

A. Not r i g h t  away. You always go t  t o  set up your s e c u r i t y  
f i r s t ,  before  you move out .  

Q.  Then what? 

A .  W e l l ,  then  t h a t ' s  when Lieutenant  COCHRAN stepped on the  
mine. W e  had t o  w a i t  awhile f o r  dus to f f  t o  come i n  f o r  him and a 
few o t h e r  f e l lows ,  then  a f t e r  - -
Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  But I mean do you know what t h e  b r i e f i n g  
s a i d  they  w e r e  going t o  do? 

A.  Well, yeah, w e  were t o  move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a few 
v i l l a g e s  t h e r e  i n  P i n k v i l l e  and search  them. 

Q. The whole company o r  j u s t  one of t h e  platoons? 

A .  W e l l ,  w e  had t h e  whole company. 

Q .  L e t ' s  see, Lieutenant  ROSS was a t t ached  t o  t h e  2d 
Surg ica l  Hospi ta l  on t h e  12th  of February according t o  t h e  
morning r e p o r t s ,  Exh ib i t  R-4. So t h e  12 th ,  mid-February would 
have been t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you w e r e  a t  Uptight  and t h e  rest of  
t h e  company - - a t  Dot t i e .  

A - Yeah. 

10 
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Q Do you remember what t h e  squads i n  t h e  p l a toons  w e r e  
supposed t o  do? W a s  one squad supposed t o  j u s t  l e a d  o f f  o r  
ano the r  one fo l low o r  were any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given on w h a t ' s  
going t o  happen ,when you l e f t  t h e  l and ing  zone. 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember any o r d e r  g iven  b e f o r e  w e  h i t  t h e  
land ing  zone on what each squad was going t o  do. I imagine 
t h e r e  were, t hey  u s u a l l y  were given t o  us .  I c a n ' t  remember 
s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether t h e r e  w a s  anyt 'hing s a i d  about 
one p l a toon  l e a v i n g  t h e  company, going o f f  by i t s e l f ?  

A. I t  seemed t o  m e  l i k e  - - w e l l  I r e c a l l  t h e  1st P la toon  
w a s  o f f ,  it seemed l i k e  it was o f f  by i t s e l f .  I d i d n ' t  see it 
much t h a t  day.  

Q. Did you know t h a t  b e f o r e  you went i n  o r  a f t e r  you g o t  
t h e r e ?  

A. I t  w a s  af ter  I g o t  t h e r e .  I d i d n ' t  know t h e y ' d  be  
o f f  by themselves  b e f o r e  w e  went i n .  

Q- Would you recall ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  as you remember it. 

(COL WILSON o r i e n t s  w i tnes s  on t h e  maps and a e r i a l  photos . )  

A.  You mean from when we - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You landed and what d i d  you do? Was 
t h e r e  any f i r e  when you landed? 

A.  No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  be ing  f i r e d  a t ,  a t  a l l  t h a t  day. 
Oh you mean ground f i r e ,  burning.  I c a n ' t  remember any, no. 
And then  w e  g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  and set  up t h e  s e c u r i t y  
t h e r e .  I t  wasn ' t  t o o  long a f t e r  w e  landed when t h e  company - -
w e l l  t h e  CP group w a s  always around i n  t h e  middle anyway, and 
it w a s n ' t  t o o  long  a f t e r  L i e u t e n t a n t  COCHRAN s tepped  on t h e  
mine. W e  had t o  w a i t  f o r  d u s t o f f  t o  come i n .  The whole 
t i m e  w e  w e r e  ho ld ing  our  s e c u r i t y  i n  p l a c e .  When w e  landed 
w e  had t o  t a k e  cover  t o o ,  because w e  thought  w e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  
s h o t  a t .  W e  found o u t  l a t e r ,  w e l l  about  15 minutes  o r  s o ,  
it w a s  C h a r l i e  Company from over  i n  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n .  
Some of  t h e i r  b u l l e t s  w e r e  coming o u r  d i r e c t i o n  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  
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and t h a t  was stopped s h o r t l y .  

Q.  How d id  you f i n d  t h i s  ou t?  Somebody t e l l  you t h i s  
o r  w a s  it a r a d i o  t ransmission? 

A.  I t  was passed down through t h e  platoon.  I t  was j u s t  
done by shout ing.  I f  t h e  C O ' s  c l o s e  enough h e ' l l  t e l l  you t o  
q u i t e  shoot ing over t h a t  way. I f  anybody f i r e d  back a t  them, 
t o  g e t  down, it was our  own men. 

Q. W e l l  now when t h i s  f i r i n g  was coming and it was coming 
from t h e  west ,  i f  it was C Company--

A. ( In terpos ing)  Yeah. 

Q When t h i s  f i r i n g  was coming from t h e  w e s t ,  d id  your 
company t ake  any a c t i o n  t o  f i r e  back? 

A. No. 

Q You d i d n ' t ?  

A. No, we d i d n ' t  f i r e  back. We could see- them over  
t h e r e .  

Q. W e l l ,  then you d i d n ' t  th ink  it was enemy f i r e  a t  
f i r s t .  

A .  We d i d n ' t  t h ink  it was enemy--well some thought it 
was and they t o l d  them not t o , f i r e ,  they were going t o .  Be-
cause it was o u t  of M-16 range,  it would have taken machine-
guns. Before , they go t  t h a t  s e t  up they t o l d  them no t  t o  f i r e ,  
wa i t  and f i n d  o u t  f o r  su re .  Well, I d i d n ' t  know who was go-
i n g  t o  be over t h e r e ,  b u t  I guess t h e  o t h e r s  knew t h a t  t h e r e  
were o the r  companies somewhere i n  t h e  a r e a ,  s a i d  t o  hold t h e i r  
f i r e  u n t i l  they found o u t  f o r  s u r e .  

Q Well d i d  you s t a y  low o r  d id  you move on o f f ?  

A .  Well, w e  s tayed  low t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  a while .  Then 
p a r t  of our  p la toon moved up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  nor th ,  while  p a r t  
of us he ld  rear s e c u r i t y  and searched t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  was 
almost i n  f r o n t  of u s ,  no r th  of us t h e r e .  Then they  came 
back and t h e  r e s t  of us ,  t h e  whole p la toon went over  and searched 
t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  was j u s t  d i r e c t l y  west of us ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  

(ESTERLING) 12 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-270 



FOR OFFIClHL USL ONLY 

ways, no t  too  f a r .  But the re  was a gap i n  between both of 
them, t h e  one we searched nor th  and t h e  one t h a t  was west.  
There was a l i t t l e  gap between them, i n  a rea  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
We searched both of them. I t  took most of t h e  morning, I 
be l ieve .  And a f t e r  we got  through searching t h e  v i l l a g e s  
t h e r e ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  much more of what we d id  t h a t  day un-
til we met up with Char l ie  Company. They would have crossed 
over.  W e  m e t  t h a t  day sometime i n  t h e  l a t e  af ternoon.  I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t oo  much t h a t  happened i n  between. 

Q Okay, l e t  me ask you a ques t ion .  Do you remember 
a b i g  g a t e  over  t h e  road t h e r e ,  over t h a t  t r a i l  t h a t  had 
some w r i t i n g  on i t ?  

A .  There was a lot--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  To t h e  r i g h t  a s  you crossed t h a t  t r a i l  
going up nor th .  Maybe you were p a s t  it. Where were you lo-
cated when Lieutenant  COCHRAN h i t  t h e  mine? 

A. J u s t  west of him about 50 'meters, i n  t h e  r i c e  pad-
d i e s .  

Q- And d i d  you see  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  evacuate him? 

A. Yeah, a dus tof f  came i n .  Then it came i n  again 
f o r  t h e  next  one t h a t  was stepped on. 

Q. How long--do you th ink  t h a t  the  time t h a t  we have 
up here--0845 t o  0930, is  t h e  approximate per iod of t ime, 
we 're  t a l k i n g  about 45 minutes between those  two mines o r  
booby t r a p s ?  

A .  I would say s o  because when he stepped on t h e  f i r s t  
mine we had t o  w a i t  a while f o r  t h e  dus tof f  t o  g e t  the re .  
Well, it only seems l i k e  i t  took a long t ime, maybe it d i d n ' t .  
But it was a t  l e a s t ,  I ' d  say 15 minutes before  it go t  t h e r e .  
Af ter  it w a s  a l l  done then someone stepped on one again a f t e r  
t h a t .  

Q. Now t h e  second group t h a t  was dusted o f f ,  do you 
remember t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  picked them up? 

A. The same one came back f o r  them I be l i eve .  

Q. W e  have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  Colonel BARKER's'cornmand 
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and c o n t r o l  s h i p  picked them up. 

A.  You say  do I--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, w e  have i n d i c a t i o n s .  Did you see t h i s  
s h i p ?  

A. Yeah, he came back t w i c e ,  d u s t o f f  d id .  

Q. Was it marked as an evacua t ion  s h i p ?  

A .  Yeah, it had a b i g  r e d  c r o s s  on it. 

Q .  Both t imes? 

A.  Both t i m e s ,  r i g h t .  So because of t h i s  r i g h t  h e r e  
w e  s p e n t  q u i t e  a wh i l e  on t h e  ground wi thou t  moving from our  
s e c u r i t y  when w e  f i r s t  landed.  

Q . What d i d  you hea r?  Did you hea r  any th ing  going on 
over  t h e r e  i n  t h e  1st P la toon  a r e a ?  

A. There w a s  some shoo t ing  going on o v e r  t h e r e .  I d id -
n ' t  know t h a t  t hey  w e r e  going t o  l e a v e  us .  I d i d n ' t  know it 
was them.over  t h e r e  a t  f i r s t  b u t  I found o u t  l a te r .  

Q .  Did you s e e  any gunships?  

A. Yeah, t hey  were f l y i n g  i n  suppor t  o f  us t h a t  day. 

Q. Did you see them f i r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  recall  t h e  gunships  f i r i n g .  W e  had t h e  
bubble gunships  t o o ,  t h e  ones w i t h  j u s t  t h e  60 machineguns 
on it. 

Q You mean t h e  bubble was f l y i n g  around? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q When C Company l i n k e d  up wi th  you t h a t  day--or f i r s t ,  
do you remember t h e  o rde r  of march w i t h i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  a f t e r  you 
l e f t  t h e  l and ing  zone. Do you remember which squad w a s  f i r s t ,  
which w a s  second and which was t h i r d ?  
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A. No, w e  got  on l i n e  then and went through on l i n e .  

Q Abreast? 

A. Abreast .  Because t h e  v i l l a g e  wasn ' t  t h a t  f a r  away, 
we wanted t o  sweep through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  wi th  our r e a r  secur-
i t y  a b r e a s t  behind us and t h e  l i n e  i n  f r o n t .  

Q Did you th ink  you were going t o  sweep P i n k v i l l e  o r  
what? You know P i n k v i l l e  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  (1). 

A .  Yeah. 

Q The one over t h e  c o a s t ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  coas t .  

A. W e l l ,  I thought P i n k v i l l e  v i l l a g e  was t h e  whole a rea  
t h a t  w a s  pink on t h e  map. 

(Colonel WILSON o r i e n t e d  M r .  ESTERLING on t h e  map 
of t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea . )  

Q. My ques t ion  i s ,  d id  you t h i n k  you were going t o  
sweep through P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  remember i f  we w e r e  going through it 
o r  n o t ,  I c a n ' t  remember. But we c o u l d n ' t  have landed t h a t  
far  away from where they go t  wounded though. 

Q - W e l l  t h e  wounded--the people t h a t  were wounded, were 
wounded, r i g h t  on t h e  edge of t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  My Lai  (1). 

4- W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  where we landed then. 

Q Yes, .not too  f a r  from the re .  

A.  Yeah, r i g h t .  

Q From t h e  time you landed u n t i l  you g o t  your f i r s t  
wounded was only a f e w  minutes,  probably about 1 0  o r  15 min-
u t e s .  From t h e  time a l l  t h e  company c losed  i n  t h e r e .  

A .  I t  wasn ' t  long a t  a l l .  

Q- So you s o r t  of s tayed around i n  t h a t  a rea  t h a t  a f -
ternoon and j u s t  searched t h a t  one v i l l a g e .  I t  wouldn't  have 
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been P i n k v i l l e ,  but  it was a v i l l a g e  t h a t  you searched? 

A. Yeah, r i g h t .  Well, from where he was wounded, on 
t h e  map it would have been--well, almost d i r e c t l y  w e s t  from 
it, where our  platoon was, t h e  3d Platoon. 

Q. Could you g ive  u s  an idea ,  from t h a t  photograph, 
what v i l l a g e  it is  t h a t  you swept? 

A .  Well, I could t e l l  e a s i e r  from r i g h t  h e r e ,  could 
you t e l l  m e  where Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  

Q. Right t h e r e ,  r i g h t  a t  t h i s  hedgerow. 

A .  Okay, r i g h t ,  t h e r e ' s  a hedgerow t h e r e .  Well, i f  
he was k i l l e d  r i g h t  t h e r e  our  platoon searched--it  must have 
been j u s t  t h e s e  few r i g h t  up i n  here.  See those  two l i t t l e  
b lack  d o t s  the re .  

Q .  These two? 

A. Yeah, we searched those  f i r s t ,  then w e  came r i g h t  
over here ,  must have been t h i s  qroup of v i l l a g e s  r i g h t  here .  

LTC NOLL: Where d i d  you spend t h e  n igh t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  
v i l l a g e ,  t h i s  small  group of bu i ld ings .  

A .  W e l l ,  it would have been nor th  of the re .  I remem-
ber t h e  l aager  p o s i t i o n  r e a l  w e l l ,  b u t  it was t h e  f i r s t  t ime 
we laagered i n  t h i s  spo t .  I t  was i n  a v i l l a g e  t h a t  w e  laag-
ered t h a t  n igh t .  We laagered r i g h t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  along t h e  
--made t h e  hedgerows our  per imeter ,  what we used for a perim-
e t e r  t h a t  n igh t .  

COL WILSON: You did s t a y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. We stayed--our hedgerows were t h e  per imeter  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  f o r  around t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Where's C Company? 

A. With C Company, yeah. I wasn't  aware t h e  1st Pla-
toon wasn ' t  w i th  us t h a t  n igh t .  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t .  

i 
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LTC NOLL: What l i f t  were you on, do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember which l i f t .  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  it 
was t h e  f i r s t  one. I t  might no t  have been. I c a n ' t  say f o r  
su re  which,  i f  we were on t h e  f i r s t  o r  t h e  second. 

Q You moved out--platoon moved ou t  on l i n e ,  the  2d 
Platoon was on your r i g h t .  

A .  Yeah, they would have been on our  r i g h t ,  but  they 
d i d n ' t  go wi th  us i n  t h e  d i r e c t i a n  we were going. 

Q .  Were they  moving on l i n e  o r  were they  i n  column? 

A .  I cou ldn ' t  say which way t h e  2d Platoon was moving. 

COL WILSON: Was any p a r t  of your per imeter  on t h e  water t h a t  
n i g h t ? ,  

A. Not t h a t  n i g h t ,  no. 

Q .  I mean on t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e ,  t h e  stream t h a t  came down 
the re .  It  could have been, a t  t h a t  time of year ,  a d ry  stream-
bed. 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  so, not  ' t h a t  n i g h t .  

LTC NOLL: You searched one v i l l a g e ?  

A. I searched one v i l l a g e .  I remember--well, l e t ' s  
s e e ,  a f t e r  we g o t  through searching t h a t  v i l l a g e  I remember 
now t h a t  w e  went back over to--well, it must have been j u s t  
about t h e  a r e a  of P i n k v i l l e  t h e r e ,  where w e  s e t  up a laager--
not  a l aager ,  w e  s e t  up s e c u r i t y  and a t e  lunch a t  noon. L e t ' s  
s e e ,  a f t e r  t h a t  now, I c a n ' t  remember where we went through 
bu t  I do remember going through a l o t  of--well where t h e  a i r  
s t r i k e s  o r  a r t i l l e r y ,  one of t h e  two, had gone through, where 
a l o t  of houses were burn t  down and blown up. Went through 
some of t h e  v i l l a g e s  t o  see  what we could f i n d .  

COL WILSON: Is that--was t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A.  Tha t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  day, yeah. I remember t h a t  now. 
I d o n ' t  remember f ind ing  anything t h a t  day though. 
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Q . What d i d  you do  w i t h  t h e  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  W e  found about--I t h i n k  it w a s  about  s i x  m i l i t a r y -
age  men t h a t  w e  k e p t ,  t h e  rest w e  l e t  go. W e  had them t h a t  
n i g h t ,  w e  k e p t  them w i t h  u s  a l l  n i g h t .  A s  a matter of f a c t ,  
my squad guarded them a l l  n i g h t ,  my p o s i t i o n  on t h e  l i n e .  
W e  p u t  them i n  a h u t  t h e r e  and w e  had them guarded a l l  n i g h t  
long.  

LTC NOLL: Did anybody come a long  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t e d  b e f o r e  t hey  gave 
them t o  u s  t o  keep a l l  n i g h t .  Then t h e  nex t  morning, I c a n ' t  
remember i f  t h e y  took them i n  r i g h t  t h e r e  o r  took them wi th  
us  t h a t  day, I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e .  I would imagine they  
took them i n  f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  s i r ,  because t h e y  w e r e  a l l  
young h e a l t h y  men, about  s i x  of  them. 

COL WILSON: Were they  abused,  d i d  you see the--what t h e i r  
c o n d i t i o n  w a s ?  Wounded o r  h u r t  o r  b e a t  up o r  any? 

A. No, t hey  w e r e n ' t ,  n o t  i n  any way. 

Q Do you recognize  Photo P-18? 

A.  Yeah. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  number one,  where is t h a t ?  

A. T h i s  is  t h e  n i g h t  w e  l a age red  wi th  C h a r l i e  Company. 

Q. And who's guarding t h e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Tha t  's HUFFMAN. 

Q I mean a p p a r e n t l y  guard ing  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ?  A r e  t h o s e  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s  you w e r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. Th is  f e l l ow h e r e  l ooks  awful f a m i l i a r .  

Q. The second man from t h e  l e f t ?  

A. Yeah, b u t  I was looking  f o r  ano the r  f a c e  I had r e a l  
f a m i l i a r .  T h i s  guy looks  l i k e - - i f  I could see h i s  f a c e  h e  
looks  f a m i l i a r  b u t  I--
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The man i n  whi te  w i th  h i s  back tu rned?  

A. Yeah, t h e r e ' s  ano ther  one I remember r e a l  w e l l  be-
cause  he  w a s  young, h e a l t h y ,  and r e a l  s t r o n g .  I d o n ' t  re-
member keeping the--we might have kep t  t h e  boys,  I c a n ' t  re-
member i f  w e  k e p t  them or n o t .  

Q. The two boys on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. Yeah, I d o n ' t  remember keeping them. 

Q But t h i s  was i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a .  What's HUFFMAN 
doing ,  guarding them? I thought  you s a i d  your p l a toon  had 
them. 

A. W e l l ,  t hey  had them dur ing  t h e  day b u t  t hey  gave 
them t o  u s  t h a t  n i g h t  t o  watch. 

Q The 3d P la toon?  

A,  Yeah, t h e  3d Pla toon.  W e  d i d n ' t  g e t  them u n t i l  
t h a t  n i g h t .  

Do you recognize- - th i s  i s  P-19. Do you recognize  
of t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h a t  photograph? 

No, I wouldn ' t  recognize  any of t hose .  

Do you recognize  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h o s e  people ,  P-20? 

I c a n ' t  r ecognize  t h e  l o c a t i o n .  

P-21? 

No. 

P-22? 

I remember t h a t  o l d  man, r i g h t  t h e r e .  

You remember t h i s  o l d  man? 

Yeah. 

What do  you remember about him? 
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A. I c a n ' t  remember anyth ing  excep t  he always k e p t  say-
ing--we c o u l d n ' t  unders tand what he was say ing  b u t  he k e p t  
s ay ing  he d i d n ' t  do any th ing ,  t h a t ' s  what he t r i e d  t o  g e t  a-
c r o s s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  wrong wi th  him. I remember t h i s  
f e l l ow was--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The man i n  t h e  c e n t e r  w i th  t h e  helmet on? 

A. Yeah, he w a s  from b a t t a l i o n  I b e l i e v e , '  came o u t  w i th  
t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r .  I d o n ' t  remember e x p l i c i t l y  what h i s  job 
was. 

Q Did you see--do you remember s e e i n g  him t h a t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  day b u t  I remember s e e i n g  him. 
I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  day.  

Q But you remember t h i s  o l d  man t h a t  day? 

A. . I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  day b u t  I remember s e e i n g  t h a t  man. 

Q Anything happen t o  t h a t  o l d  man? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q - Me j u s t  k e p t  walking around? 

A .  W e l l ,  t h ey  l e t  him go e v e n t u a l l y  o r  took h i m  i n ,  
one of t h e  two. 

Q ' D i d  you p i ck  him up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
. . 

A. I d i d n ' t  p i c k  him up myself .  

Q. Did you s e e  him i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I ' v e  s een  him i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  b e f o r e ,  ye s .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  e l s e .  

A. N o ,  I c a n ' t  remember much about  him. 

Q. T h i s  photograph h e r e ,  you recognize  any of  t h e  V i e t -
namese? 
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A. I c a n ' t  remember them. 

Q You see  Captain MICHLES on t h e  l e f t .  Can you 
t e l l  what h e ' s  doing, o r  do you know where he i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  h e ' s  looking a t  t h e i r  I D  c a r d s ,  apparent ly ,  
checking t h e i r  I D  I s .  

Q Where do you th ink  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A .  I t ' s  probably on t h a t  opera t ion .  I remember--1 
t h i n k  I remember t h a t  p i c t u r e  being taken.  I t  w a s  pu t  i n  
one of the--I th ink  it was t h e  br igade  newspaper o r  some-
th ing  they pu t  out .  

Q Who took t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know who took t h e  p i c t u r e .  ' 

Q DO you recognize t h i s  Vietnamese with Captain MICHLES? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  one, no. 

Q. H o w  about t h i s  Vietnamese here  on t h e  l e f t ;  d i d  
you ever see him? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  recognize him. 

Q. T h a t ' s  photo P-66. Did you observe a t  any t i m e  
o r  any time dur ing  t h e  n i g h t ,  d i d  you hear  any f i r i n g  i n s i d e  
t h e  per imeter?  

A. Well, mortars were f i r i n g .  They f i r e d  white  
phosphorus and some l i v e  rounds. They expected an a t t a c k  
t h a t  n igh t  and they kept--

( In te rpos ing)  They f i r e d  f l a r e s  o r  WP? 

Q But d i d  you hear  any small  arms f i r e  i n  t h e  
per imeter?  

A .  Not t h a t  n i g h t ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink .  

Q. Anything e l s e  on t h e  f i r s t  day you can r e c a l l ?  
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A .  Yeah, I can r e c a l l  we a l l ,  w e l l ,  walking p a s t  
C h a r l i e  Company t h a t  day.  T h a t ' s  what r e a l l y  g o t  m e  about  
t h a t  day more than  anyth ing .  I walked p a s t  a few of t h e i r  
f e l l o w s  t h e r e .  They w e r e  s i t t i n g  down r e s t i n g  and one f e l l o w  
s a i d  he  d i d n ' t  f e e l  t o o  good and I asked him why. H e  s a i d ,  
"Because o f  what w e  d i d  today ."  I asked him what t hey  d i d .  He 
s a y s ,  "Well most of t h e  guys over  t h e r e ,  they went through and 
s h o t  j u s t  about  everybody over  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e . "  H e  s a i d ,  "I 
j u s t  d o n ' t  f e e l  good." H e  s a i d  some of t h e  guys ove r  t h e r e  
raped women t h e n  s h o t  them a f t e r  t hey  raped them. T h a t ' s  one 
t h i n g  I d i s t i n c t l y  remember about  t h a t  day t h a t  I thought  w a s  
r e a l l y * a w f u l .  I c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. The guys s i t t i n g  t h e r e  
s a i d  t hey  c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it themselves .  They s a i d  t hey  
c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  some of t h e  guys t h a t  had done it and t h e y  
w e r e  just s i c k  about it. 

Q. Who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. I never  saw t h e  f e l l ow be fo re  i n  my l i f e .  I pro-
bably  wouldn ' t  even recognize  him. I t  w a s  j u s t  s o m e  people  
i n  C h a r l i e  Company, 

Q. How long d i d  you t a l k  t o  them? 

A. J u s t  walked by them, t h a t ' s  what t h e y  t o l d  me. 

Q - You d o n ' t  know what p l a toon  they  w e r e  i n ?  

A. I wouldn ' t  have any i d e a .  

9. Did you e v e r  hear  anybody i n  B Company say  anyth ing  
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Yeah, I ' v e  heard  guys i n  ou r  company say  t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t ,  too .  

On t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  On t h a t  ope ra t ion .  

Q. Okay, w e ' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t .  Maybe we'd b e t t e r  g e t  t o  .) 
t h a t  r i g h t  now. What was i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I heard t h e  1st Pla toon  had done something of 
t h e  same n a t u r e  t h a t  day. T h a t ' s  j u s t  what I hea rd  and t h a t ' s  
about  a l l .  
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Q. When d i d  you hea r  t h a t ?  

A. On t h a t  day. 

Q The f i r s t  d-ay? 

A. Y e s .  

Q What d i d  t h e  1st P la toon  do? 

A. They s a i d  they went through and k i l l e d  about--well ,  
they k i l l e d  a l o t  of people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  they  went through 
t h a t  day. It  seems l i k e  they s a i d  they k i l l e d  about  40 people  
over t h e r e .  They s a i d  shoot ing  a l o t  of people .  

Q. Anything e l s e ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember anyth ing  e l s e  t hey  s a i d  they  
d i d  except  some of them w e r e  bragging about  it t h a t  day;  some 
of them seemed t o  en joy it. 

Q a  And you heard  t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  day;  d i d  you hea r  it 
t h a t  n i g h t  o r  when d i d  you hea r  i t ?  

A.  Sometime t h a t  day. Come t o  t h i n k  of it, it c o u l d n ' t  
have been t h a t  day because we w e r e n ' t  e v e r  w i th  them. Must 
have been t h e  second day we were w i th  them. 

Q. Who t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  nobody s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  j u s t  t h a t  w a s  going down 
through the  whole company about  what t hey  had done. 

Q. W a s  it going around through t h e  whole company? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q How many people  d i d  you h e a r  w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. I heard  about  4 0 ,  40 some. 

Q- Did you hear  anyth ing  e l s e ?  Hear about  any r a p e s ?  

A. Not from t h e  1st P la toon ,  I d i d n ' t .  

(ESTERLING) 2 3  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-270 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. What d i d  you hear--what do you mean? Where d i d  
you hea r  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  j u s t  from what I s a i d  b e f o r e  about  C h a r l i e  
Company. 

Q. About C Company? 

A. Yeah, t h a t ' s  when. Some of t h e  o t h e r s ,  t h a t ' s  
t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I heard about  t h a t .  

Q .  Did you g e t  any d e t a i l s  on t h e s e  40 people  k i l l e d  
a s  t o  how they  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  whether t hey  w e r e  k i l l e d  by explo-
s i v e s  o r  s m a l l  arms f i r e ?  

A. They s a i d  they  went through t h e  v i l l a g e  and they  
y e l l e d  a t  people  t o  s t o p  a s  t hey  were coming through.  So a 
l o t  of them, I guess ,  w e r e  l e av ing  and i f  t hey  d i d n ' t  s t o p ,  
they  s h o t  them, no m a t t e r  what it w a s .  

Q. Any more in format ion?  

A.  T h a t ' s  a l l  I know about  t h a t .  

Okay. You s t ayed  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

Y e s .  

Nothing of any s i g n i f i c a n c e  happened? 

A .  No. 

Q .  You d i d n ' t  hea r  any--did you s e e  any Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  o r  ARVN come i n  w i th  C Company when they  joined you 
t h a t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  recall  any ARVN coming i n .  

Q I n t e r p r e t e r s ,  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ?  

A. W e  always had-- jus t  about  always had a n  i n t e r p r e t e r  
w i t h  us .  
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Q.  Do you know who t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  was? 

A.  No, I d o n ' t  remember by name. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  hea r  of any mis t rea tment  of  d e t a i n e e s  
t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A.  No. 

Q. O r  shoot ing?  

A. No. 

Q Okay. You g o t  up t h e  nex t  day and moved o u t  toward 
t h e  b r i d g e ,  r i g h t ,  o r  d i d  anyth ing  happen b e f o r e  you moved t o  
t h e  b r idge?  

A.  W e l l ,  t h e  nex t  morning, I remember--I c a n ' t  remember 
t o o  much about  what w e  d i d  t h e  nex t  morning except  moving o u t .  
I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  which d i r e c t i o n  w e  went t h e  n e x t  morning. 

Q .  You d o n ' t  remember which d i r e c t i o n  you went t h e  
nex t  morning? 

A. W e l l ,  n a t u r a l l y  we wouldn ' t  have gone back i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  w e  came from. I imagine it would have been no r th  o r  
it seemed l i k e  w e  went up along--I c a n ' t  remember i f  we c r o s s e d  
t h e  b r idge  over--I t h i n k  we c rossed  t h e  b r idge  t h e  nex t  morning 
over where 1st Pla toon  had been. W e  went over  t h e r e .  A man 
g o t  wounded on t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  morning, t o o .  

Q. Okay. This  i s  what w e  t h i n k .  

A. Yeah, t h e  man--

Q. (interposing) TAYLOR? 

A. TAYLOR, r i g h t .  Moved a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  morning 
and our  p l a toon  set up s e c u r i t y  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r idge .  

Q. Now l e t  m e  a sk  you a q u e s t i o n .  While you w e r e  moving 
down toward t h e  b r i d g e ,  d i d  you move down t h a t  same t r a i l ?  Did yo^ 
move down t h a t  t r a i l  through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  which t r a i l  w e  d i d  t a k e  over  
t o  t h e r e .  W e  had t o  come back almost--
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You had t o  come back sou th .  

A. South, .  yeah,  had t o  come back sou th  t o  g e t  t o  
t h e  b r idge .  L e t ' s  see, yeah,  w e  d i d  come b a c k a c r o s s  t h e  
b r i d g e  t h i s  morning; t h a t ' s  where w e  w o u l d h a v e  gone t o .  
Because .we  d i d  c r o s s  t h a t  b r idge  t h a t  morning. 

Q. Who c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  f i r s t ,  2d P la toon?  3d 
Pla toon? 

A. I can '  t remember f o r  s u r e .  We w e r e n ' t  l a s t  going 
a c r o s s  so--I know t h a t  because we set up s e c u r i t y  whi le  t h e  
o t h e r s  came a c r o s s .  We might have been f i r s t  a c r o s s .  I 
c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e .  

Q. Do you remember s e e i n g  TAYLOR when he  w a s  wounded? 

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t  see him. W e  h a d n ' t  reached t h e  b r i d g e  
y e t .  

Q. How f a r  w e r e  you from t h e  b r i d g e  when h e  w a s  wounded? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know. I could see t h e  smoke go up i n  t h e  
a i r  when t h e  explos ion .  

.Q . Hear any f i r i n g  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  W e l l ,  l e t ' s  s e e ,  yeah,  I d i d  t o o .  
There w a s  a n  M-60 machinegun going a f t e r  t h a t ;  it was f i r i n g  
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e .  MILUS was f i r i n g ,  t h e  co lo red  
boy t h a t  g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q.  What was he  doing? 

A. W e l l ,  a l l  I know i s  from what o t h e r  people  s a i d .  
H e  w a s  f i r i n g  over  t h e r e .  I d i d n ' t  s ee  him. 

Q =  A r e  you t a l k i n g  about  t h e  second day? 

A. The second day,  yeah. 

Q. What d i d  you hea r  about  i t ?  

A. J u s t  t h a t  he w a s  f i r i n g  a t  something h e  had seen 
over  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he  r e a l l y  d i d  o r  n o t ,  thought  -he  
had seen somebody ove r  t h e r e .  
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Q Did you s e e  t h e  gunships?  

A.  The second day I don ' t - - they  might  have been o u t  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  morning b u t  i f  they  were t hey  d i d n ' t  s t a y  a l l  
day,  I don' t t h i n k .  I don' t remember i f  they were o r  no t .  

Q Don't  you remember any gunships?  

A .  I don'  t recall  them, sir,  be ing  around.  

Q- Now when you moved down t o  t h a t  b r i d g e ,  do  you 
remember cover ing  t h e  movement of a u n i t  going a c r o s s ?  

A .  I t ' s  j u s t  vague, it was ei ther--we w e r e  e i t h e r  
cover ing  t h e  movement of ano the r  p l a toon  o r  I w a s  e i t h e r  
over  t h e r e  f , i r s t  and ou r  p l a toon  had covered t h e  rest of o u r  
p la toon  coming ove r .  I c a n ' t  remember what it w a s  e x a c t l y .  
If I had t o  say ,  I ' d  say w e  w e r e  over  t h e r e  f i r s t  more t h a n  
anyth ing ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q You t h i n k  you were on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  
b r idge  b e f o r e  t h e  2d P la toon?  

A. I t h i n k  so .  Yeah, because I remember t e l l i n g  them 
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e  t o  watch t h e i r  s t e p  because 
it had blown p a r t  of t h e  b r idge  on t h e  o t h e r  side. They weren ' t  
s u r e  i f  t h e  b r i d g e  was complete ly  c l e a r e d  on bo th  s i d e s  o f ' i t .  
H e  had c l e a r e d  a pa th  through t h e  middle on t h e  end of it and 
made s u r e  everybody s t ayed  on it. 

Q - Did you s e e  any mines marked? 

A .  Yeah, t h e r e  were some marked on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  morning. , 

Q They h a d n ' t  been blown? 

A. They blew up a f t e r  w e  g o t  a c r o s s .  

Q. You remember them blowing? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Who blew them? 
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A: I d o n ' t  know who blew them f o r  s u r e .  

Q Did you see a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  w i t h  some demo-
l i t i o n s  and eng inee r s?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  would have 
had t o  blow them. We blew a l o t  of them o u r s e l v e s .  W e  c a r r i e d  
t h e  equipment t o  do it o u r s e l v e s .  

Q Who c a r r i e d  demol i t i ons  i n  your p la toon?  

A. GUTHRIE . 
Q - Was he your  demol i t i ons  man i n  t h e  p l a toon?  

A. Demolit ions man, yeah. 

Q. Was he  i n  t h e  t h i r d  squad o r  which squad was he  i n ?  

A. No, he  w a s n ' t  i n  my squad. 

Q .  Did you have a p o i n t  group i n  t h e  3d P la toon  o r  w a s  
t h a t  j u s t  t h e  1st Pla toon?  

A.  No, we d i d n ' t  have a p o i n t  group,  j u s t  t h e  1st 
Platoon.  

Q. Squad t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  p o i n t  fu rn i shed  i t ?  

A .  Yeah, and you r o t a t e d  w i t h i n  your squad. 

Q.  You d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h e  mines de tona t ed?  

A.  W e l l ,  l e t ' s  see. I was r i g h t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  b r idge  s o  i f  t hey  were,  I had t o  have seen them. 

Q.  I j u s t  wondered--you d o n ' t  remember who d i d  i t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember who d i d  it, no. 

Q. Did you do any f i r i n g  i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  or 
after you c ros sed  t h e  b r idge?  

A.  No, we c o u l d n ' t  have. The o t h e r  p l a t o o n  w a s  on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e .  

I 

Q =  They w e r e  i n  t h e r e ? .  
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A. Yeah, w e  c o u l d n ' t  f i r e  over  t h e r e .  They w e r e  
ho ld ing  it down when w e  came a c r o s s .  

Q. Were you t h e  gunner? 

A .  Yeah, I was a machinegunner. 

Q. Who w a s  t h e  ammo b e a r e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  l e t s  see, it changed a few t i m e s ,  I t h i n k  
EVANS w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q.  EVANS? 

A. EVANS, I b e l i e v e ,  I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e .  

.- Q.! Did you have anybody else i n  your s e c t i o n ?  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You have an a s s i s t a n t  gunner? 
% 

A. Gunner and a s s i s t a n t  gunner. 

Q Who was your a s s i s t a n t  gunner? 

A.. EVANS, a s s i s t a n t  gunner and ammo b e a r e r .  

Q. Oh, you d i d n ' t  have an ammo b e a r e r  and a s s i s t a n t  
. gunner? 

A. No, w e  u s u a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  it o u t  through t h e  
p l a toon ,  t h e  whole p la toon .  

Q. Anything else you r e c a l l  about  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  
' and t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  took p l a c e  t h e r e  t h a t  w e  h a v e n ' t  asked? 

A . ,  W e l l ,  when we c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  our  p l a toon  set 
up s e c u r i t y  r i g h t  nex t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  n igh t - - I  mean 
t h a t  day because I was j u s t  down a ways from t h e  b r idge .  
I w a s  j u s t  s o u t h  of t h e  b r i d g e  and on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  where I set up t h e  machinegun and watch t h e  o t h e r s .  
I remember L ieu tenan t  LEWIS came i n  t h a t  a f t e rnoon .  
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0- Which p la toon d id  he take  over? 

A. 2d on t h a t  day. 

Q .  What time d i d  he come i n ?  

A. It  was i n  t h e  morning before  noon sometime. 

Q. Who came i n  with him? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember who it was came wi th  him r i g h t  
now. I d o n ' t  remember who-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Did you s e e  a MACV photographer 

come i n  t h e r e ?  


A. Might have. I d o n ' t  know, I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Had on s o f t  h a t ,  e i t h e r  jungle h a t  o r  b a s e b a l l  
cap. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember a s o f t  cap be ing-- i t  would seem 
l i k e  I ' d  remember one i f  he d id  have one. 

Q. Have a MACV i n s i g n i a  on i t ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t ,  no. 

Q. D o  you remember an i n t e r p r e t e r  coming i n  with-- 
t h a t  t i m e ,  wi th t h e  company commander? 

A. No. Well, a h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  b u t ,  s ee ,  we were 
on our p o s i t i o n  and we weren ' t  about t o  go back and see  who 
a l l  is coming i n .  

Q =  Did you see  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A .  N o ,  no t  from our  pos t ion .  There were a l o t  of 

t r e e s  around t h a t  a r e a .  


a .  Now l e t ' s  look a t  t h i s  a e r i a l ' p h o t o g r a p h .  A s  you 
. - 	 can see from t h i s  photograph your br idge  is  no more, a t  

l e a s t  i t ' s  l o s t  p a r t  of i t s  span. We' l l  in t roduce  t h i s  aer-
i a l  photograph of t h e  c ross ing  south of My Lai  (1). This 
i s  e x h i b i t  P-185. 
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(Witness o r i e n t e d  on Exh ib i t  P-185.) 

The wi tness  desc r ibed  on t h e  e x h i b i t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
of where h i s  machinegun was and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  loca ted  a 
dead woman. Was it t h a t  evening? 

A. That evening. 

Q. And bur i ed  h e r  over c l o s e  t o  t h e  sea .  Did you bury 
h e r  up on t h a t  h igh  ground? 

A. On t h e  high ground t h e r e ,  t h a t ' s  where s h e  l a y ,  
t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of sand. 

0. Was t h i s  t h e  only body you saw? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  only  one I saw. 


Q - Did you see any evidence of o t h e r  bodies?  


A. Not a t  a l l ,  no. 

Q. And what happened t h e  rest of t h e  day t h e r e .  Any-
t h i n g  e v e n t f u l ?  

A. W e l l ,  I b e l i e v e  our  p la toon  l e f t  t h e  rest of t h e  
company. W e  went n o r t h ,  down t h i s  way. W e  walked down t h a t  
p a r t  of t h e  pen insu la ,  it was our  p l a toon  a lone .  And I think--
w e l l  se t  up a  blocking f o r c e  i s  what w e  w e r e  doing.  W e  
d i d n ' t  s ea rch  anyth ing ,  we j u s t  set  up a  b locking  f o r c e  a c r o s s  
t h e  peninsula  from t h e  ocean clear i n t o  the- - th i s  body of wa-
ter  here .  

Q. Okay, they r e f e r r e d  t o  t h i s  a s  an ambush t h a t  n i g h t  
t h a t  you a l l  set up. 

A. No. 

Q. T h a t ' s  what t h e  l o g  says .  

A. Oh, okay. 


LTC NOLL: How f a r  d id  you go, a m a t t e r  of 100 ya rds ,  200 yards?  


A. N o ,  about--I 'd say  500 a t  l e a s t ,  it was q u i t e  a  ways 
over ,  it wasn ' t  a r e a l  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e .  
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Q - Do you remember t h e  81 s e c t i o n  be ing  i n  your po-
s i t i o n  t h i s  day? 

A. Not w i t h  u s  t h a t  day.  W e l l ,  w e  se t  up t h e  b lock ing  
f o r c e  t h a t  day.  We d i d n ' t  j o i n  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company t h a t  
n i g h t  e i t h e r .  Our p l a toon  l a a g e r  by themselves  back,  way 
back i n  t h i s  area b e f o r e  t h e  b r i d g e .  

COL WILSON: You mean you moved o u t  and s e t  up a b lock ing  
p o s i t i o n  and you came back and they  c a l l e d  it .an ambush t h a t  
night..' 

A .  Yeah, I guess  you could  have c a l l e d  it an  ambush. 

Q But you moved t h a t  day. Did you do  any sea rch ing ,  
d i d  you s e a r c h  any of t h e  houses i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember doing any sea rch ing  t h a t  day,  no. 
We j u s t  moved down and set up. 

Q. Anything e l s e  happen t h a t  day t h a t  you can  r e c a l l ?  

A. No, no t  t o o  much. We g o t  our  s u p p l i e s  i n  a f t e r  t h e  
rest o f  t h e  company g o t  t h e i r s .  W e  we ren ' t  s u r e  i f  we w e r e  
going t o  g e t  them t h a t  n i g h t  o r  no t .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  dropped them o f f .  I t h i n k  somebody might have 
c a r r i e d  them down t o  us  cause  it was l a t e .  I d o n ' t  r e m e m -
be r  i f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  brought  them down o r  n o t ,  a lmos t  d i d n ' t  
g e t  any. T h i s  i s  when w e  came back t o  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
around t h e  b r i d g e  and set up. 

a - Now d i d  anyth ing  happen t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  made any c o n t a c t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  n o t  
t h a t  I can recall ,  no. 

MR WALSH: When you came a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  morning was t h e  
1st P la toon  i n  t h e  a r e a  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e  when 
you g o t  t h e r e ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h e y  were s t i l l  i n  t h e  a r e a  t hey  w e r e  
a s s igned ,  yeah. 

a.  Did you t a l k  t o  any of t h e  members of  t h e  1st 
P la toon?  
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A. No. They were making a po in t  r e a l  c l e a r  t h a t  
,morning. 	 They wanted everybody t o  keep spread ou t  and n o t  
bunch up. This  was because, it being a mined a r e a  and so  
we d i d n ' t  g e t  a chance t o  t a l k  t o  anybody i n  t h e  1st Pla-
toon r i g h t  away when we g o t  over.  

Q. Well, how d i d  you hear  about t h e  shoot ing up of 

t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  day before  by t h e  1st Platoon? 


A. I t  must no t  have been t h e  day before .  I t  had t o  

been a f t e r  we g o t  over the re .  I t  might have been even t h e  

t h i r d  day because--well, he f e l t  t h e  same a s  I d i d ,  how 

t e r r i b l e  he f e l t  about what was s a i d  t o  have been going on 

from our  company and t h e i r  company. 


Q. Well whether it was t h e  f i r s t  day o r  t h e  second 

day, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  th ink  r e a l  hard and t e l l  u s  everything 

t h a t  you can remember hearing about it. How it was done and 

any d e t a i l s  you remember. 


A. There ' s  no t  many d e t a i l s  I can remember about it. 

I t  was j u s t  hearsay through t h e  whole company. I n  o the r  words, 

I mean t h e r e ' s  no evidence,  I mean it was j u s t  a l l  hearsay. 


Q. Well, I understand. 

A. I d o n ' t  know of any--anything o t h e r  they s a i d ,  

t h a t  they  went over and they s h o t  a l l  t h e  people. 


Q. Now was t h i s  shoot ing done by machineguns o r  by 

ind iv idua l  weapons. 


A .  W e l l  we heard machinegun and M-16 t h a t  day. This 
i s  t h e  f i r s t  day I ' m  t a l k i n g  about.  We heard M-16 and machine- 
guns. A l o t  of it t h a t  day because I remember commenting 
about t h e y ' r e  doing a l o t  of shoot ing over  t h e r e ,  whoever 
was over the re .  

Q. This af ter--before you crossed t h e  br idge?  

A. This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  day, yeah, before  we crossed 

t h e  br idge  . 

Q. Well, you could hear  shoot ing over t h e r e ?  

A. The f i r s t  day? 
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Q. The f i r s t  day. 

A. Yeah. I d i d n ' t  know a t  t h e  time who w a s  over  
t h e r e  b u t  it had t o  be somebody from us.' 

Q Now, d i d  you eve r  hear  anyth ing  about--anybody 
t e l l  you t h a t  MILUS might have gone kind of w i ld  on--with 

. t h e  machinegun? 

A .  W e l l ,  I remember people  bragging about  how he--
t h e  o n l y l t h i n g  I remember about  it, he  he ld  it wi th  one hand 
and feed  t h e  ammunition wi th  h i s  hand and shoo t ing  it through 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  This  was t h e  second morning I remember him 
t a l k i n g  about  t h i s .  Who he s h o t  on t h e  second morning t h a t ' s - -
t h i s  is what I remember. 

Q =  Do you remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t ?  

,. A .  Yeah, I remember t a l k i n g  about how he he ld  t h e  
gun wi th  one hand and fed t h e  ammo wi th  t h e  o t h e r  wi th  it 
s t r apped  around h i s  shou lde r .  

Q H e  was t a l k i n g  then  about  how he f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  o n ' t h e , s e c o n d  morning be fo re  you c ros sed  t h e  b r idge?  

I A .  Yeah, t h e  second morning. 

Q - T h a t ' s  a f t e r  TAYLOR g o t  wounded? 

A .  Right .  
a 

a 

Q . Now focus ing  on t h e  s t o r i e s  you heard t h a t  more 
t h a n  40 people  had been k i l l e d ,  w a s  it your unders tanding  
t h a t . a l 1  of t h o s e  had been k i l l e d  by t h e  1st P la toon  f i r i n g  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  d i d  you a l s o  h e a r  t h a t  s o m e  of t h e  men 
had been killed a s  they  came o u t  of bunkers o r  i n  bunkers 
w i t h  demol i t ion?  Did he  say anyth ing  about t h a t  a t  a l l ?  

.I 

A .  N o .  The on ly  t h i n g  tha t - - they  were shoot ing ,  a t  
most-everybody t h a t  was l e a v i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d i d n ' t  hea r  
of them s p o t t i n g  anyone they  thought  was enemy o r  anyth ing  
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q .They were a l l  most ly  women and c h i l d r e n  and o l d  men? 
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A. Well,  t h a t ' s  what i t  normally was, yeah. I d o n ' t  
know i f  t h e r e  were any m i l i t a r y  t h e r e  o r  no t .  

Q Did it s t r i k e  you a s  odd t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  people had 
been k i l l e d  t h e  day be fo re  and t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  any bodies  around 
t h a t  a r ea?  

A. Well ,  it i s  odd, b u t  t h a t ' s - " w e l l ,  t h a t  number 
e s p e c i a l l y  b u t  one t h i n g  about  Vietnam was you know you've 
s h o t  people in .  a v i l l a g e  from a d i s t a n c e  b e f o r e  that--when 
you 20 i r l  t o  f i n d  them i t ' s  awful hard t o  f i n d  them. They 
w e r e  a b l e  to--people h i d i n g  t h e  bodies  o r  themselves i f  t hey  
had been wounded r e a l  w e l l .  For  some reason  i t ' s  hard t o  
f i n d  them once they had been k i l l e d .  The c i v i l i a n s  them-
s e l v e s  ga thered  t h e  bodies  up a s  soon a s  t hey  can and p u t  
them where w e  c a n ' t  f i n d  them. I t ' s  r e a l  hard  t o  f i n d  them 
i n  any i n c i d e n t .  

Q. Did you know Ter ry  REED? 

A. The name i s  r e a l  f a m i l i a r .  I c a n ' t  place--REED--
I t h i n k  I can p i c t u r e  who it was. 

Q Did you eve r  t a l k  t o  him about  t h i s ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  say I t a l k e d  t o  him about  it. 

Q Did you eve r  q u e s t i o n  anybody i n  t h e  1st P la toon  
about  what had been done t h a t  f i r s t  day? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  q u e s t i o n  anybody. I remember I r e a l l y  
f e l t  lousy  about  it myself because I was t h e r e  and t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  t hey  s a i d  had gone on I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  was t h e  t ype  of t h i n g s  
we should be  doing.  I thought--I  t a l k e d  it over  w i t h  my buddy. 
I thought  w e  should t u r n  i n  a s  a c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r  about 
t h i s  t ype  of  war be ing  fought .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  where something l i k e  
t h i s  should be  going on. I remember t a l k i n g  t h a t  ove r ,  b u t ,  w e l l ,  
we j u s t  d i d n ' t  agree  w i th  what had been s a i d  had been done. I 
d i d n ' t  know what had been done f o r  s u r e .  

Q. Who was t h e  buddy you t a l k e d  it over  wi th?  
rl 

a. Larry  HATCH. He was about t h e  b e s t  f r i e n d  I had over  
t h e r e .  

(ESTERLING) 35 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-270 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q .  I Do you know where he i s  now? 

A. W e l l  he ' s - - I  imagine home. He 's  from Gi l son ,  I l l i n o i s .  
T h a t ' s  where h e ' s  l i v i n g  now. 

Q. We're very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  running down e x a c t l y  what 
happened t h e r e .  We've g o t  some p r e t t y  good i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  what 
you heard  i s  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  r i g h t ,  and any sugges t ions  o r  i n f o r -
mation you can g i v e  us t o  h e l p  us  p i n  down e x a c t l y  what t h e  f a c t s  
and c i rcumstances  were, we'd ve ry  much l i k e  t o  g e t .  Can you th ink  
of  !mybody t h a t  you know who was t h e r e ,  1st P la toon ,  who you know 
f e l t  t h e  s a m e  way you d i d  about  i t ?  

A .  Not t h e  1st Pla toon .  Usual ly  i n  t h e  f i e l d  you d o n ' t  
, g e t  a chance t o  t a l k  t o  your p l a toon  t o o  much u n l e s s  i n  t h e  

chow l i n e  and then  no t  ve ry  much e i t h e r .  

Q I t h i n k  you s a i d  t h a t  r i g h t  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  
b r i d g e ,  perhaps  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l  on t h e  approach 
t d  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a few houses ,  b u t  no t  ve ry  many. About 
how f a r  away was t h i s  v i l l a g e  o r  c o l l e c t i o n  of hootches  where you 
understood t h e  40  people  had been k i l l e d ?  

\ 

A. W e l l ,  a s  f a r  as I unders tand of where t h o s e  people  
were be ing  k i l l e d ,  I d i d n ' t  know what v i l l a g e  it w a s  s p e c i f i -
c a l l y .  I t  might n o t  have been t h a t  one r i g h t  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know t h a t  because I r e a l l y  d o n ' t - - r i g h t  now I 
d o n ' t  know where t h e  1st P la toon  went t h a t  day on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of t h e r e .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. But t h a t  v i l l a g e  y o u ' r e  
speaking o f ,  i t ' s - - I ' d  say  t h e  c l o s e s t  hootch was about  50 
meters froin t h e  b r i d g e  a t  t h e  most. 

, 
Q.  There were on ly  a few hootches  t h e r e ?  

A. Yeah, n o t  many. 

Q. And they  had been burned when you g o t  a c r o s s ?  

A. Yeah, t h e y  were most ly  a l l  gone then .  

Q. Did you s e e  any more hootches be ing  burned t h a t  day,  
t h e  second day you w e r e  a c r o s s  t h e  br idge?  
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A. No, n a t  t h a t  day because  w e  w e r e  i n  a  b lock ing  
p o s i t i o n  most of t h e  day and w e  d i d n ' t  do  any d e s t r u c t i o n  
t h a t  day.  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether you had s a i d  t h e  3d P l a toon  
o r  2d P l a toon  d i d  any burn ing  of  hoo tches  on t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  burn ing  any on t h a t  day ,  t h e  f i r s t  
day: W e  sea rched- -wel l ,  t h e  couple  t h e r e  I showed you f i r s t  
and a few t o  t h e  w e s t .  W e  d i d n ' t  do any th ing  t o  them. There 
w a s n ' t  much t h e r e  t o  f i n d  s o  w e  went back.  The rest of  t h e  
a r e a  t h a t  w e  sea rched  had a l r e a d y  been bombed o u t  mos t ly .  
There w a s n ' t  much of any th ing  t o  d e s t r o y ,  j u s t  s e a r c h  t h e  
r u i n s  was about  it. 

Q. Did you hea r  any th ing  about  t h e  1st  P l a toon  u s i n g  
dynamite? 

A. No. 

Q .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I--I may have misunders tood you. 
Did y o u ; s a y  t h a t  a f t e r  you c ro s sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t hey  w e r e  going 
t o  blow t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A .  No, we' d i d n ' t  blow it. 

COL WILSON: Do yo; r e c a l l  any s t r a n g e r s  j o i n i n g  t h e  u n i t  
t h a t  day ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  evening o r  coming back wi th--before  
t h e y  l e f t  o r  do 'you r e c a l l  anybody coming i n ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  
Vietnpmese, i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ,  pho tographers?  

A. A l l  I can remember i s  L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS coming i n  
one day.  I know t h e r e  was a t  l e a s t  two of them. I know him 
and someone else; t h e r e  might  have been more t h a n  j u s t  two, 
I c a n ' t  remember. A r e  you speak ing  of  t h e  second day? 

Q Yes. 

A. I ' c a n ' t  remember any more, because  a c t u a l l y  I c o u l d n ' t  
s ay  who d i d  come i n ,  i f  they  d i d .  And w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  see 
t h e  company t h e  rest  of  t h e  day e i t h e r .  

Q. Did t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  come up and b r i n g  some chow t h a t  
n i g h t ,  t h a t  evening? 
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, 

-
A. 

I , I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  remember i f  t h e y  d i d  o r  somebody 
had t o  b r i n g  it t o  u s .  'Cause I remember there was a d i s c u s s i o n  

' o n  	it. W e  w e r e n ' t  s u r e  if w e  w e r e  go ing  t o  g e t  it o r  n o t .  I 
k'npw we d i d  g e t  it. I c a n ' t  remember which it  was. I t  might  
have  been;  . t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  might  have come and dropped it o f f .  
More t h a n  l i k e l y  it d i d  because  it w a s  a ways down t h e r e  t o  
t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n  and it was p r e t t y  d a r k  when it d i d  come. 

. -
< 

Q.  , Nothing e v e n t f u l  happened t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. , ' .  No, I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  a n y t h i n g .  

LTC NOLL: I ' v e  g o t  a p i c t u r e  of  some movements o n  t h e  1 7 t h ,  
a t  l e a s t  I t h i n k  c e r t a i n  p l a t o o n s  moved c e r t a i n  d i r e c t i o n s .  
~ ' ' mt r y i n g  t o  p i n  down t h e  t i m e s  a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e .  You 
crosSBdland I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  2d P l a t o o n  o r  t h e  1st P l a t o o n  
moved s o u t h  w h i l e  you w e r e  s t i l l  on t h i s  l o c a t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
on ~ x h i b i t  P-16%) . 

- A .  Y e s .  

Q. W e  have one l o g  e n t r y  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  a t  1040  your  
p l? toon  and t h e  81mm m o r t a r  s e c t i o n  w e r e  h e r e .  Then l a te r  on--I 
won ' t  s a y  l a t e r  on--you i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you moved n o r t h  approx imate l$  

1500 m e t e r s '  and cordoned o f f  t h e  end of  t h e  s t r i p  o f  l a n d .  
T h e r e ' s  a l o g  e n t r y  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you came back t o  t h i s  

-genega l  a r e a ' t o  	spend t h e  n i g h t ,  and t h e r e ' s  a l o g  e n t r y  t h a t  
i n d i c a t e ' s  t h e  m o r t a r  s e c t i o n  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  w i t h  t h e  rest o f  
t h e  company. 

A ;  R i g h t .  

Q. A l l  t h e  company down s o u t h  and on-ly your  p l a t o o n  

up n o r t h ?  


,. A . .  R i g h t .  
. I .  

Q. ,I d o n " t  know how much of t h i s  you c a n  c o n f i r m  a c t u a l l y  
t o o k  p l a c e ,  but I would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  t i m e  o f  day  t h a t  

,you b e l i e v e  you moved n o r t h  t o  co rdon  o f f ,  	s e t  a co rdon  a c r o s s  
this strip of l a n d .  

,A. I W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  g i v e  a t i m e .  W e  had n e v e r  been up 
t h e r e .  W e  d i d n ' t  move up i n  a h u r r y ,  which n a t u r a l l y  w e  c o u l d n ' t  
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do. . A f t e r  w e ' g o t  up t o  t h e  end ,  we must have s a t  t h e r e  f o r  
a b o u t  a n  hour  o r  s o  b e f o r e  w e  a t e  lunch .  W e  a t e  lunch  up 
t h e r e  thaC day. W e  a lways wa i t ed  u n t i l  noon b e f o r e  w e  a t e .  
Everybody t o o k  t u r n s  e a t i n g  a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s o  I ' d  s a y  it 
had t o  be i n  t h e  morning,  p o s s i b l y  1 0  o ' c l o c k .  

Q :  ' , Would it b e  r e a s o n a b l e  f o r  t h e  m o r t a r  s e c t i o n  t o  
move up and down t h a t - -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not by t h e m s e l v e s ,  it w o u l d n ' t .  I f  
w e  l e f t  th6m t h e r e  by themse lves  t h e y  migh t  have b rough t  up  
t h e  r e a r  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  res t  o f  t h e  company. They might  
have s t a y e d  and watched t h e  b r i d g e  and made s u r e  nobody came 
a c r o s s .  Might have t h o u g h t  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e y ' d  t a k e  
case- of  t h e  b r i d g e  and t h e y ' d  sweep t h e  rest  of t h e  p e n i n s u l a  

. s o u t h .  

COL WILSON: A l l  r i g h t ,  now t h e  n e x t  day was t h e  1 8 t h ,  and B 
Company came back.  Do you remember them coming back from 

' t h e  s o u t h ,  t h e  res t  of  t h e  company? You a l l  moved n o r t h  u p  
t h e  s p i t  of  l a n d  t h e r e .  

A. I t h i n k  w e  moved a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  end of 
t h e  p e n i n s u l a  t h a t  day .  

/ 

Q - Moved on up t h e r e  j u s t - - d i d  you n o t i c e  when B 
Company j o i n e d  you? Did you n o t i c e  whether  t h e r e  w e r e  any 
~ a t i o n a l . ~ o l i c e ,Vie tnamese ,  ARVN p e r s o n n e l  w i t h  them? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did you n o t i c e  whe the r  t h e y  had any d e t a i n e e s ,  
any Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  w i t h  them? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e m . b r i n g i n g  any w i t h  them, no.  

Q Do you remember a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  a  r ice cache?  

LTC.NOEL: T h a t  would b e  j u s t  s o u t h  of t h e  b r i d g e .  

COL WILSON: 3 , 0 0 0  pounds.  

A.  I remember a t ime  w e  d i d  f i n d  r i c e  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember 
it being-- I  c a n ' t  p l a c e  it w i t h  t h a t  t i m e .  I c a n ' t  remember 
f o r  s u r e .  , 

\ 
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Q Okay. You moved on up i n t o  the--do you remember 
moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  no r th?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  Going up i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and what happened--rounded 
up a bunch of people?-
A .  Rounded up an awful l o t  of people  t h a t  day. 

Q Your job would be  move through t h e  v i l l a g e  and send 
people  back t o  t h e  beach o r  what? 

A. Yeah, w e  ga the red  eve ry th ing  t h a t  cou ld  walk, w e  
g a t h e r e a  up and took them i n .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Did you send them back t o  t h e  group 
under guard o r  d i d  you j u s t  t e l l  them t o  move back? 

A. ,They  j u s t  t o l d  them t o  move back. They jus t - -wel l ,  
they  j u s t  pushed them back l i k e  a herd of ca t t le  p r a c t i c a l l y ,  
t h a t ' s  about  a l l  t h a t  was t o  it. 

Q. Okay, what was going on back t h e r e ,  do  you know? 

A .  You mean--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Back a t  t h e  beach,  back where they 
w e r e  a l l  going? 

A.  W e l l ,  we brought  i n  t h e  l a s t  of them. Our p l a toon  
came i n  l a s t  w i th  a l o t  of them. I d o n ' t  know what w a s - - I  
imagine 'they were ques t ion ing  a l l  of them. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  if 
they  took them o u t  of t h e r e  o r  l e t  them go o r  what. W e l l ,  w e  
herded them a l l  down t h e r e  and I remember t h e y  went a l l  down 
t h e  rest of t h e  beach; I d i d n ' t  go down a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  

, end where t hey  w . e r e  going.  I d o n ' t  know what t hey  d i d  down 
t h e r e  w i th  them. 

Q. Where did--did you e v e r  g e t  back down t h e r e ,  o r  
where d i d  you go? 

A.  W e  s t ayed  on the--wel l ,  w e  w e r e  a lmos t  on t h e  nor thern  
p a r t  of t h e *per imeter  t h a t  n i g h t  so  w e  s topped.  
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Q. You were on t h e  no r the rn  p a r t  of t h e  pe r ime te r ;  
you never d i d  g e t  back t o  t h e  beach? 

. 	A .  W e - - w e l l ,  l e t ' s  s e e .  We came back t o  t h e  beach. 
A l l  t h e  people  were t h e r e  and they kep t  on going a l l  t h e  way-- 
t hey  Bent down t h e  beach f u r t h e r  from where we l aage red  t h a t  
n i g h t .  Where we stopped on t h e  beach was j u s t  about  where w e  
s e t  up our  per imeter  t h a t  n i g h t .  Myself ,  most o f  ou r  p l a toon ,  
w e  d i d n ' t  go down t h e  r e s t  of t h e  way. People j u s t  kep t  on 
going.  The rest of t h e  company was having them go a l l  t h e  . 
way down t o  where most of t h e  r e s t  of t h e  people  were t h a t  
t hey  had -ga the red  u p  a l r e a d y .  

Q = Are you say ing  t h a t  t h e  3d P la toon  remained n e a r l y  
i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ?  

A. - W e l l ,  j u s t  about where we s topped .  I t  w a s n ' t  down 
t h e  beach ve ry  f a r  where t h e  people s topped e i t h e r .  

Q. T h a t ' s  where t h e  l a a g e r  was? 

A. Well ,  we brought  a l l  t h e s e  people  down h e r e  and we 
w e r e  heading them, I ' d  s ay  approximately  t o  t h i s  a r e a .  We came 
o u t  o n , t h e  @each j u s t  n o r t h  of t h e  l aage r  p o s i t i o n ,  r i g h t  o u t  
on t h e  beach. W e  s topped r i g h t  about he re .  The.y were on t h e  
beach j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  down h e r e .  Some of t h e  company was down 
t h e r e  w i th  them. We s t ayed  up h e r e ,  I remember t hey  set us 

a 
 lup. I n  a l i t t l e  b i t  we set up our l aage r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q - Did any h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n  t h a t  day with  ,medical  
personne l?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember them coming i n ,  no. 

Q .  D i d  you see  t hose  people  you herded down t h e r e  

g e t t i n g  .any medical  t r ea tmen t?  


-
A. No, a s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  know what they  d i d  

- w i t h  them. 

Q. . Did you see--did you a l l  g e t  a VC s u s p e c t ,  p i ck  up a 
VC s u s p e c t  around t h e r e ?  

A .  Yeah, I remember they had one. 
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Q. Who had one, t h e  3d Pla toon? 
t 

A .  I t h i n k  1st P la toon .  

Q. 1st Pla toon .  Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t o r s  o r  

i n t e r p r e t e r s  c o m e  i n ?  


A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  remember any coming i n .  

Q. Did you s e e  any ARVN personne l  i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h e  t h i r d  n i g h t  we d i d  have ARVN i n  t h e r e  w i th  
us.  I remember them be ing  t h e r e  t he ,  t h i r d  n i g h t .  I remember 
s ee ing  them i n  t h e  chow l i n e .  

Q. How many? 

A. They must have had--there must have been about seven 
or e i g h t  of them. I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  I remember t hey  
w e r e  t h e r e .  They might have been w i t h  u s  t h e  whole o p e r a t i o n ,  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  b u t  I remember s e e i n g  them t h a t  n i g h t .  They had 
t h e i r  own--they had t h e i r  own r a d i o s  and t h i n g s ,  t oo .  

Q. , Did you see where they  w e r e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  

pe r ime te r?  Where t hey  were l o c a t e d ,  what they, w e r e  doing? 


A .  For  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

Q. Yes. 

A .  . , I d o n ' t  know where t hey  set them up a t .  I doubt  t h e y  
would have p u t  them on t h e  pe r ime te r ;  they  u s u a l l y  d o n ' t .  They 
might have,  I d o n ' t  know. Our pla toon--wel l ,  say  t h i s  i s  o u r  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  beach. This  is where w e  set up a t  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  P-168) . 
Q. S e t  up sou th  of t h e  f i s h  pond, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  The 

g e n e r a l  l a a g e r  a r e a  was down i n  t h i s  a r e a  somewhere. 


' A. Okay, t h e  1st P la toon  had p a r t  a long  t h e  beach.  

Q. 1st Pla toon  was a long t h e  beach? 

A .  1st Pla toon  had p a r t  a long  t h e  beach and then  going 

n o r t h  h e r e ,  they had t h e  pe r ime te r  going no r th  a l i t t l e  ways. 
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t h i n k  we had .one  machinegun s e t  up going n o r t h ,  t o o ,  a long 
w i t h  t h e  1st Pla toon .  Then our  p l a toon  s t a r t e d  coming down 
t h e  w e s t  s i d e  h e r e .  

Q = .  You were facing more o r  l e s s  t o  t h e  nor thwest?  

A. Yeah, I guess t h a t  would be .  Our p l a t o o n  had one 
machinegun on t h e  end and t h e  rest of it was f a c i n g  t h i s  way, 
down a long  t h e  s i d e .  Then down a long  h e r e  somewhere t h e  2d 
P la toon  jo ined  i n .  I d o n ' t  know how it was, b u t  I imagine 
they  came around t o  t h e  beach he re  and joined up wi th  t h e  1st 
Platoon.  

Q ;  They were f a c i n g  more t o  t h e  e a s t ,  2d Pla toon? 

Yeah. 

LTC NOLL: 2d P la toon  was w e s t .  

COL WILSON: I ' m  s o r r y ,  t o  t h e  west .  Facing more t o  t h e  w e s t  
and t h e n  back a long  t h e  beach.  T h i s  i s  n o r t h  r i g h t  he re .  

. 
A, Oh, t h i s  i s  no r th .  They'd been f a c i n g  more w e s t ,  
we'd been-- -

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t ' s  run through t h a t  aga in .  Your 
p l a toon  w a s  from t h e  beach t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  f a c i n g  t h e  nor th-
e a s t .  C o r r e c t i o n ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  1st P la toon  from t h e  beach f a c i n g  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  . 
A. 1st Platoon.  

Q. . .Your p l a toon  w a s  f a c i n g  more o r  less t o  t h e  n o r t h .  
\ , 

'A. Northwest.  

Q Northwest? 

, ; A. * ,  Right .  

Q. And then  t h e  2d P la toon  was f a c i n g  t h e  w e s t  i n  t h a t  
d i r e c t i o n  and coming back around down to  t h e  beach.  

A.  4 Yeah. ['m not  s u r e  i f  t h e  CP group had some of t h e  
beach t h a t l n i g h t  o r  n o t ,  they might have. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know 
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what t h e  2d P la toon  covered up t o  t h e  1st P la toon  t h e r e ,  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  ' cause  I d i d n ' t  g e t  down t h a t  a r e a .  

Q =  What about  t h e  ARVN pe r sonne l ,  do you know where 
t h e y  were? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  know where they s t ayed .  I t  w a s n ' t  up 
on o u r  end. W e  w e r e  up h e r e  and they  had s t ayed  down t h e r e  
somewhere; it wasn' t up i n  our  end of  t h e  per imeter .  

Q Did you see them t h a t  n i g h t ?  id you see them anymore 
a f t e r  you s a w  them i n  t h e  chow l i n e ?  

A. N o ,  because I went back t o  my p o s i t i o n  f a c i n g  t h e  
n o r t h  w e s t .  Had t o  d i g  m y  foxhole  ou t .  

Q. Did you see any Vietnamese d e t a i n e d  i n s i d e  t h e  
per imeter?  

A. Yeah, I t h i n k  w e  had one I know o f ;  t h e r e  might have 
been two. . 
Q. Male o r  female? 

A. . Male, young man. 

Q. Did you see any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  day,  no. 

Q. Did you see a wounded woman brought  i n  wi th  a l e g  
a l l .  s h o t  up? 

4 '  

A .  No. 

Q. Did you hea r  of any d e t a i n e e s  being m i s t r e a t e d  
t h a t  day? 

A .  The t h i r d  day? 

Q. Y e s .  

A .  Y e s .  

Q What d i d  you hea r?  
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A.  Well,  I heard t h a t  t h e  one man they  w e r e  mistreat-
ing ,  t hey  h i t  him. I saw two f e l l ows  h i t  him i n  t h e  stomach. 

Q. Who was t h i s  man? Is t h i s  t h e  one y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about  e a r l i e r ?  Is t h i s  t h e  d e t a i n e e  t h a t  was i n  t h e  pe r ime te r?  

A.  Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  same'one t h a t  was i n  t h e  pe r ime te r .  
I saw--they were more o r  l e s s  down on t h e  o t h e r  end t h e r e  and 
t h e y  w,ere--I c o u l d n ' t  reqognize  who was down t h e r e .  A few 
people  would. h i t  him i n  t h e  stomach and were h i t t i n g  him around.  
They would t e l l  him what t o  do and n a t u r a l l y  he wouldn ' t  know 
what t h e y  were say ing .  He d i d n ' t  do it so  they  h i t  him t o  
make, him do it o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

0. .Was it p a r t  of t h e  command group o r  who was doing 
t h i s ?  

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  say who it  was because it was down on 
t h e  o t h e r  end of t h e  pe r ime te r .  I ' d  never seen some of  the--
I t h i n k ,  w e l l ,  t h e  reason  they  were doing it was because w e  
g o t  h i t  t h a t  n i g h t  and they--a few guys g o t  k i l l e d  and t h e y  
were j u s t  t a k i n g  it o u t  on him. T h a t ' s  what t hey  w e r e  more 
o r  less doing.  

Q. When d i d  you s e e  t h i s  going on? 

A. -The t h i r d  day.  

Q.  T h a t ' s  when you were h i t  then?  

A .  W e  w e r e  h i t  the--wel l ,  l e t ' s  s ee ;  it was t h e  
l a s t  day o u t .  What eve r  day t h a t  was. 

Q. Are you t a l k i n g ' a b o u t  t h e  day you w e r e  l i f t e d  o u t ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. What about  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h a t ,  t h e  day when you set 
up your p e r i m e t e r ,  you know, when one man was i n  t h e r e .  Did you 
see him be ing  m i s t r e a t e d  t h a t  day? 

A .  Not t h a t  day,  no. 

Q Did you s e e  anybody be ing  m i s t r e a t e d  t h a t  day? 
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Q The tifie y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  guy w a s  rnis-
t r e p t e d  w a s  t h e  fo l lowing  day a f t e r  you had g o t  some mor ta r  
rounds,  i n ?  

A .  Yeah, t h e  nex t  day,  yeah.  

Q . Was he  t h e  on ly  d e t a i n e e  you a l l  had t h a t  fo l lowing  
day? 

A,. T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  one I can remember, t h e r e  might have 
been two of them, I c a n ' t  remember. I remember h e  w a s  d r e s s e d  
i n  wh i t e  t h a t  day. He had a wh i t e  s h i r t  and whi te  s h o r t s  on. 

Q What e l s e  d i d  t hey  t e l l  you? 

A. . T h a t ' s  a l l  I know. I know t h a t  t hey ,  t h a t  - - I 
saw him.go o u t  t o  t h e  ocean t o  wash h i s  s h o r t s  o u t .  They 
m i s t r e a t e d  him s o  bad he  messed i n  h i s  own s h o r t s .  H e  went 
o u t  t h e r e  and washing them o u t  h imse l f .  I remember s e e i n g  
him t o  t h a t .  

\ 

Q . Did they  do  anyth ing  e l s e  t o  him? Kick him around,  
b e a t  him up? 

A. N o ,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  any th ing  else t h e y ' d  done. 

: Q. And w a s  t h i s  - - could  you t e l l ,  was t h i s  p a r t  of 
B Company t h a t - d i d  t h i s  o r  was it somebody - -
A. (interposing) This  was o u r  company t h a t  was t h e r e ,  
yeah. 

Q. B Company personne l?  

A. Yeah, because w e  were laagered  t h e r e  by ou r se lves .  

Q. It  wasn ' t  by y o d r s e l f ,  d o n ' t  f o r g e t  you had some ARVN 
i n  t h e r e ,  you had some - - had people  around. I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  
f i n d  o u t  i f  you know t h a t  t h e s e  were B Company pe r sonne l .  

A. We l l , -wha t  I ' m  s ay ing  i s  somebody from whoever w a s  
o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day. I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  ou r  company o r  n o t .  
I c a n ft s a y  t h a t  f o r  s u r e .  
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Q . You d o n ' t  know t h a t ?  

A.  No. 

Q You d i d n ' t  recognize  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  were do ing  
t h i s  except  t h a t  he  was down - - was he  down toward t h e  command 
CP a r e a ?  

A. No, he  was below t h a t  a ways t o o .  

Q .  Well,  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  - - sounds t o  me l i k e  
y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about i n  t h e  2d P la toon  a r e a .  

A. Yeah, down around t h a t  a r e a ,  t h a t ' s  where - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Down a t  t h e  f a r  end of t h e  beach? 
-

Yeah, r i g h t .A .  

&. So h e ' s  down i n  t h e  2d P la toon  a r e a ?  

A. Down i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

LTC NOLL: What do you mean by t h e  f a r  end of t h e  beach. Are 
you t a l k i n g  about  going back towards t h e  b r i d g e  o r  t a l k i n g  
about  going o u t  towards t h e  p o i n t .  

A ,  Toward t h e  b r idge .  

COL WILSON: Toward t h e  b r i d g e ,  t o  t h e  west? 

Right .A.  

LTC NOLL: What t ime of day was t h i s ?  

A .  I t ' d  been i n  t h e  morning. 

Q D o  you have any knowledge of a VC s u s p e c t  be ing  
p icked-up around 1030 on t h e  19 th?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember. They might have. I c a n ' t  remember 
which p l a tdon  it was r i g h t  now. One of them went o u t  t h a t  day 
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and I thought  they were s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a round 
t h a t  d i d n ' t  go o f f .  1 d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e y  brought  anybody 
back wi th , t hem o r  n o t .  They weren ' t  gone a r e a l  long t i m e .  
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Q. What t i m e  d i d  they  go o u t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know any s p e c i f i c  t i m e ,  it wasn ' t  - - I ' d  
s ay  around 8:30 o r  9 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning. 

MR WALSH: You say  you could  see somebody b e a t i n g  t h i s  d e t a i n e e  
down t h e  beach? 

A. Yeah. 

Q- About how f a r  away were you? 

A. L e t s  see, it would be  about  - - probably about  100 
meters down a t  t h e  o t h e r  end of  t h e  beach.  

Q Did you hea r  about  any o t h e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  techniques
such a s  involved us ing  a k n i f e ?  , 

'.. 

A. N o ,  I never  heard  anyth ing  about  t h a t .  

Q. . How about  u s ing  a f i e l d  te lephone?  . 
L 

A. I ' v e  heard  of t h a t ,  yeah. 

Q D i d  you kee  t h a t  done of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  about  t h e  
4 

same t i m e  t h a t  you s a w  t h e  person  be ing  bea t en?  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t  s ee  it done, b u t  I remember them us ing  
t h e  phone. I th ink , '  I remember s ay ing ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what made 
him m e s s  h i s  p a n t s  t h a t  day,  u s ing  t h e  f i e l d  te lephone .  I t h i n k  
t h a t ' s  - - I d i d n ' t t  see him use  t h e  phone b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what 
it was used as f a r  a s  - - I ' d  f o r g o t t e n  about  t h a t .  I guess  they 'd  
p u t  it on and - -

Q You heard  about t h a t ,  you d i d n ' t  see t h a t  y o u r s e l f ?  

A .  I heard  about  it, b u t  I d i d n ' t  see i t ,  no, b u t  I heard 
about  it. 

Q. How about k i c k i n g  t h e  f e l l o w ,  d i d  you h e a r  or see t h a t ,  
on t h e  ground k i c k i n g ,  

A .  N o ,  I d i d n ' t  see it. 
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Q Did you eyer g i v e  any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  r e p o r t i n g  
a n y , o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you had heard o r  seen? 

A. Yeah,. I gave it c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  know why I 
never  s a i d  anyth ing  about i t ,  I thought  about  t e l l i n g  somebody 
about  it because I d i d n " t  t h i n k  it was r i g h t .  I t  made me f e e l  
s i c k  t o  know t h a t  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  had happened. 

Q. Who d i d  you cons ide r  t a l k i n g  t o ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I thought I ' d  j u s t  w r i t e  home t o  my p a r e n t s  
and t e l l  them how t h e  war was going on over he re .  

Q Give any thoughts  of t a l k i n g  t o  any of t h e  o f f i c e r s  
i n  t h e  company about i t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q.  How about  your squad l e a d e r s ?  

A.  No. I t h i n k  t h e  on ly  one I t a l k e d  it over w i th  was 
a buddy of  mine, HATCH. W e  bo th  thought  t h e  same way. 

Q I wonder why you d i d n ' t  cons ide r  t a l k i n g  t o  one of 
t h e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  company o r  one of t h e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  t a s k  
- force  o r ,  b r igade .  What can you t e l l  me about  t h a t ?  Why d i d n ' t  
you cons ide r  t h a t  t o  be  a f e a s i b l e  t h i n g  t o  do? 

A. Well ,  I guess  I j u s t  l e t  it go when I s h o u l d n ' t  
have., I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  way war was supposed t o  
be fought .  I knew - - I thought  t h e  company commander knew 
t h e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  were going on. I thought  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  - -
it was a l l  g e n e r a l  knowledge through t h e  whole company and I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  any s e n s e  i n  t a l k i n g  it over w i t h  t h e  company. And 
t h e s e  guys w e r e  supposed t o  be go ing ,  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  t e l l  any-
body about  it. I probably should have. 

\ 

Q . What gave you t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  knew 
about  i t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  no th ing  was be ing  h i d  from them. 

Q . I can s e e  what you mean by t h e  - -
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  I mean l i k e  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  of a d e t a i n e e  be ing  bea ten  t h a t  morning. H e  cou ld  
have s tood  .up and see  t h a t  t h a t  happened. 
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Q A r e  you t a l k i n g  about  MICHLES now. 

A. Capta in  MICHLES, yes ,  o r  anybody could  have. I mean 
nobody was h i d i n g .  I t  was an open beach. 

Q. How about t h e  - - l i k e  you'd heard  about  t h e  1st  P la toonf s  
a c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  f i r s t  day.  I know you d i d n ' t  have f i r s t h a n d  
knowledge of t h a t  b u t  Captain  MICHLES wasn ' t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  
where t h e  1st P la toon  w a s .  

A. N o .  I d o n ' t  know why I d i d n ' t  say  anyth ing  about  it. 
I thought  about  it b u t  I never  d i d .  T h e r e ' s  no r ea son  f o r  n o t  
s ay ing  anyth ing  about it. 

Q Did you g e t  any i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  course  o f  your 
t r a i n i n g  about  t h e  I G ,  t h e  I n s p e c t o r  Genera l ,  what h i s  f u n c t i o n  
is ,  how i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a s o l d i e r  t o  go t o  t h e  I G  and t e l l  him 
t h i n g s  t h a t  h e ' s  concerned about  and have it i n v e s t i g a t e d  wi th-
o u t  h i s  commander be ing  n e c e s s a r i l y  involved? 

A. Yeah. I know you could  go t o  t h e  I G ,  yeah,  r i g h t .  CT 
Ic 

Q I n  t h e  t ime you w e r e  i n  Vietnam d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  L 

of  anybody going t o  t h e  I G  about  any th ing?  

A. J u s t  f o r  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  states.  Nothing ove r seas  i n  
~ i e t n a m .  I never  heard  anyth ing  about  t h a t .  

Q You never heard  of any s o l d i e r  i n  your company o r  i n  
any o t h e r  company going t o  t h e  I G  and t e l l i n g  t h e  I G  t h a t  t h i n g s  
were being done t h a t  he d i d n ' t  t h i n k  w e r e  r i g h t ?  

A. ., Not over i n  Vietnam, no. 

LTC NOLL: Is t h e r e  any evidence t h a t  t h e  company w a s  psyched 
up f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. I f  they wefe anyth ing  they were more nervous 
about going on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q T h i s  was simply l a i d  o u t  t h a t  you w e r e  going back i n t o  
t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. Going back i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  r i g h t .  There might have been 
some people ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  t h a t  way from t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  b u t  t h e  p a r t  
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of t h e  company t h a t  was o u t  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know. O v e r a l l  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h e  company was i n  t h a t  s t a t e  of mind. 

COL WILSON: Do you have any knowledge of  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  or 
i n q u i r y  t h a t  was made of this o p e r a t i o n  w h i l e  you w e r e  s t i l l  
i n  Vietnam? 

A .  No, none a t  a l l .  

Q Anybody e v e r  q u e s t i o n  you o r  anybody you know abou t  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  Back a t  U p t i g h t  o r  D o t t i e ?  Any o f f i c e r s  c o m e  
o u t  t h e r e  and a s k  some q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  i t ?  

A. Nobody. 

Q .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors - - w e l l  you d i d  ment ion  
a l r e a d y  t h a t  you h e a r d  C Company t a l k i n g  a b o u t  k i l l i n g  a bunch 
o f  p e o p l e  over- i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  C i v i l i a n s  o r  - -

.A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yeah, j u s t  by t h e  few p e o p l e  I walked 
by,  m y s e l f .  

Q. Yeah, d i d  you h e a r  any more a b o u t  t h a t  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  
you g o t  back t o  t h e  f i r e  b a s e ,  a f t e r  t h e  e x e r c i s e ,  a f t e r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  was o v e r ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  h e a r  a n y t h i n g  else a b o u t  it. 

Q .  J u s t  t h a t  one t i m e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  i s  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  
you h e a r d  o f  i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you r u n  i n t o  C Company p e r s o n n e l  anymore b e f o r e  
Task Force  B a r k e r  was d i s e s t a b l i s h e d ?  

A. W e  might  have run  i n t o  them exchanging f i r e  b a s e s .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h a v i n g  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  them a f t e r  
t h a t .  There  migh t  have ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q.  But  you d i d n ' t  h e a r  any more a b o u t  it from anybody? 
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A. No. 

Q. Did you hear  any rumors a f t e r  t h a t  about B o r  C Company
being involved any, o t h e r  than  what you heard.  From anybody, d i d  
you hear  anything on t h i s  sub jec t?  

A. No. 

Q - Were you ever  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  s u b j e c t  of 
k i l l i n g  a bunch of people? 

A. From t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h a t  happened t h e  next  t i m e  I re-
member it being brought up a t  a l l  was when I s a w  t h e  f r o n t  page 
of t h e  newspaper. 

Q When you g o t  here  back here  i n  t h e  s t a t e s ?  Do you 
know i f  t h e r e  was any problem of marijuana i n  your u n i t ?  

A .  ' I guess some people s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was. I had never 
seen anybody us ing  it. They warned everybody a g a i n s t  using it. 
They t o l d  them - - w e l l ,  they j u s t  t o l d  them they cou ldn ' t  use it. 
They weren ' t  allowed t o  have it t h e r e .  But I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  h 

'k' 

had an in f luence  on anybody over  t h e r e  o r  not .  I know some guys - -* 
I ' v e  heard people t a l k  l i k e  they  wanted t o  g e t  ahold of it, b u t  id 4 

I've never seen anybody with it myself. 

Q .  You d o n ' t  know whether it was ever  taken o u t  on oper-
a t i o n s  o r  anything? 

A. No, I wouldn't  know. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  any. I 
d i d n ' t  know anybody i n  our  platoon ever  used it, i n  t h e  3d Platoon. 

Q. Did you have a camera on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, n o t  on t h a t  one. 

Q Did you know anybody t h a t  d id?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  th ink  so .  

Q. And you d i d n ' t  s e e  a photographer? 

A *  No, I d idn '  t s e e  'any? 

Q. And you've descr ibed  a l l  you know about any people 
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t o r t u r e d  o r  m l s t r c a t c d  , t l ~ eonc? man t h c r c  in '  Lllc! per i . n w  L e r , ?  

A. Yeah, t h a t ' s  a l l  I ever  saw. 

Q Yo.u d i d n ' t  hea r  any th ing  e l s e  b e s i d e s  t h a t  on m i s -
t r ea tmen t  of d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. No. 

MR WALSH: Do you remember r e c e i v i n g  an o rde r  a s  you were 
moving o u t  on your t h i r d  day,  a s  you were moving up t o  t h e  
a r e a  where you rounded up a l l  t h e  people ,  do you remember 
r e c e i v i n g  an  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  burning of hootches?  That  
was a change i n  t h e  ope ra t ion  from what t h e  company had been 
do ing  t h e  prev ious  day. 

A. Well,  now you s a i d  it, I t h i n k  t h e r e  was because 
we d i d n ' t  touch anyth ing .  We d i d n ' t  even damage anyth ing  
t h a t  day,  w e  j u s t  went through and ga thered  a l l  t h e  people .  
W e  searched b u t  t h a t ' s  about a l l .  We d i d n ' t  do anyth ing  t h a t  
day. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h i s  o rde r  be ing  passed? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  o r d e r .  

COL WILSON: Do you have any f u r t h e r  tes t imony t h a t  might h e l p  
us  i n  t h e  ca se?  

A. No, t h a t ' s  about  a l l  I can remember about  it, except  
f o r  t h e  n i g h t  w e  g o t  h i t  on t h e  beach,  t h a t ' s  r e a l  c l e a r  i n  my 
mind. I mean I th ink  it was t h e  t h i r d  n i g h t  we g o t  mortared.  

Q Righ t ,  t h a t ' s  when you had Chose c a s u a l t i e s .  

A. Yeah. 

Q. M I L U S  was k i l l e d .  

A. MILUS was k i l l e d  and ano the r  f e l l ow d i e d  a f t e r  he g o t  
taken i n .  

Q. Who was t h a t  t h a t  d i e d  l a t e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name. I helped c a r r y  him away 
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o v e r  to  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  was. H e  hadn '  t been w i t h  us  t o o  long.  
H e  came o v e r  as a r ep lacement .  

Q HARTSON, MOSFORD? 

A. MOSSFORD, y e s ,  h e  w a s  k i l l e d .  And a few o t h e r s  w e r e  
.wounded too, I d o n ' t  remember which ones  t h e y  w e r e .  

Q And d i d  you see t h e  d u s t o f f  come i n  t h a t  n i g h t  and 
p i c k  them up? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. D o  you remember i f  t h e y  were e s c o r t e d  or  n o t  by  
gunsh ips?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e y  w e r e  e s c o r t e d  or n o t  b u t  
I remember t h e  g u n s h i p s  w e r e  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  They f i r e d  f o r  
q u i t e  a w h i l e .  They k e p t  coming back o v e r  t h e  area and f i r i n g  
and t r a c e r s  w e r e  g o i n g  up and down too a t  t h e  same t i m e .  

QI They w e r e  f i r i n g  back?  

A. ~ h &w e r e  f i r i n g  back.  

Q. R e t u r n i n g  f i r e ?  

A. R e t u r n i n g  f i r e .  

Q A t  t h e  t i m e  you g o t  t h e  m o r t a r  f i r e  w a s  any s m a l l  
arms f i r e  coming i n ?  

A. You mean coming i n  w i t h  m o r t a r  f i r e ?  

Q Yeah. 

A. No, it was j u s t  m o r t a r  f i r e  by i t s e l f .  W e  r e t u r n e d  
f i r e .  I t h i n k  w e  r e t u r n e d  f i r e  and t h e y  might  have  f i r e d  a few 
s h o t s  back b u t  t h a t  was a b o u t  a l l .  They t o o k  o f f  p r e t t y  f a s t .  
I w a s  l o o k i n g  r i g h t  a t  it when it went o f f .  

Q.  How f a r  away was i t ?  

A. I t  w a s n ' t  more t h a n  a b o u t  50 meters from t h e  p e r i m e t e r .  
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Q 50 m e t e r s ?  

A. I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  f a r .  50 no more t h a n - 1 0 0 .  I t  
wasn'  t f a r  a t  a l l .  

Q .  Do you know whether  t h e y  found t h a t  m o r t a r  p o s i t i o n  
t h e  n e x t  day? 

A.  They found where they  se t  it up a t .  I t  was e a s y  f o r  
them t o  g e t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  - - w e l l  t h e y  b u i l d  what  t h e y  c a l l  
mounds o v e r  t h e r e  and t h e y  j u s t  sneak up from one t o  t h e  o t h e r  
u n t i l  t h e y  g o t  up p r e t t y  c l o s e  and se t  it up. 

LTC NOLL: The a r t i l l e r y  r e t u r n  f i r e  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A .  Yeah, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  r e t u r n e d  f i r e .  They bombed it o u t  
p r e t t y  good. 

COL WILSON: T h i s  f i r e  you t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  a i r -g round  
f i r e ,  w a s  t h a t  from fixed-wing a i r c r a f t  o r  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. H e l i c o p t e r  gunsh ip .  

Q And you s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  was a g round- to -a i r  f i r e  a l s o ?  

A. Yeah. They f i r e d  back a t  them a few t i m e s .  You 
c o u l d  see t h e i r  t r a c e r s  go ing  up a t  them. 

Q. Where was t h e i r  f i r e  coming from? Extreme e a s t ,  c e n t r a l  
p a r t  o f  t h e ,  . p e n i n s u l a ?  

Nor thwest .  

Q Northwest?  

A. Nor thwes t ,  s t r a i g h t  up t h e  p e n i n s u l a  where w e  came 
from t h a t  day. 

Q - W e l l . ,  you came from t h e  s o u t h .  

A .  No, w e  came from t h e  n o r t h w e s t .  W e  came from up h e r e .  

Q Oh, I see, a f t e r  you - - you mean w h i l e  you w e r e  
s e a r c h i n g ?  

A. Yeah, where w e  w e r e  s e a r c h i n g .  
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Q The a r e a  where you s e a r c h e d  i s  where t h e  f i r e  came 
from? 

MR WALSN: I t  would be t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  

COL WILSON: N o r t h e a s t .  

A .  I t  came from t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

MR WALSH: Going back t o  t h e  second day when you s t a y e d  around 
t h e  b r i d g e  a r e a  when t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  went s o u t h .  DO you 
remember sometime d u r i n g  t h e  day somebody f i n d i n g  or b r i n g i n g  
i n  a wounded woman, r e q u e s t i n g  a d u s t o f  f f o r  h e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  it was on  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  b u t  I 
remember one o p e r a t i o n  a woman came i n .  I c a n ' t  p l a c e  it w i t h  
t h a t  one  though.  I c a n '  t r e m e m b e r .  

Q. Do you remember i f  it w a s  HOOTON who found h e r ?  

A. No, I w o u l d n ' t  know. 

LTC NOLL: On t h e  second  day when t h e  rest o f  t h e  company was 
working s o u t h ,  d i d  you h e a r  any r i f l e  f i r e  o r  d e m o l i t i o n s  
coming from t h e  s o u t h  t h a t  day?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e .  

COL WILSON: M r .  ESTERLING, I 'd l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you do n o t  
d i s c u s s  your  t e s t i m o n y  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  i n c l u d i n g  
o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  e x c e p t  a s  you may b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  do  so b e f o r e  
a competent  j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. And w e  a p p r e c i a t e  
your  coming, w e  a p p r e c i a t e  you h e l p .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1625 h o u r s ,  29 J a n u a r y  1970.)  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

<k' 
! 

WITNESS: FIELDS, Al f red  

'DATE OF TESTIiVIONY : 30 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: F i r s t  Squad, Thi rd  
P l a toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  handl ing  of p r i s o n e r s ,  
b u t  none on t h e  l e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s  (pgs.  4 ,  5 )  . The former 
was given i n  bo th  Hawaii and Vietnam (pgs .  4 ,  5 )  . H e  
could n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any in format ion  
on t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of mis t rea tment  of p r i s o n e r s  and noncombatants 
(pg. 5) 

2 .  OPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

General  p l an  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

The wi tnes s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  an  o f f i c e r  t o l d  them 
t h a t  they would be  going on a combat a s s a u l t .  However, 
a f t e r  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  t h e  w i tnes s  r ece ived  word -4% 

t h a t  t h e  purpose of t h e  miss ion  was changed t o  s e a r c h  and 
des t roy .  The wi tnes s  f e l t  t h e  change w a s  o rde red  by 
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER, a l though  he  r ece ived  t h e  o r d e r  
from h i s  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  (pg. 6 ) .  The word was t o  d e s t r o y  
eve ry th ing ;  hootches ,  l i v e s t o c k ,  f o o d s t u f f s  (pg. 7 ) .  Th is  
change came a f t e r  t h e  company had r ece ived  c a s u a l t i e s  
(pg. 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  when t h e  o r d e r  came down 
h e  unders tood it t o  mean t h a t  people  w e r e  also t o  b e  k i l l e d .  
N o  one ques t ioned  t h i s  (pg. 8 )  . They were t o l d  t h a t  VC 
w e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  (py. 8)  . 2 

(FIELDS) P SUM APP T-283 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



CONFIDENTIAL 


SUM APP T-283 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


t h e  u n i t  searched  and burned a few hootches  i n  t h e  area 
(pg. 26 ) .  H e  saw no bodies  i n  t h a t  a r e a  (pgs .  26, 27 ) .  
He could r e c a l l  no h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n  t h a t  day 
(pgs.  28, 29) . He heard  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  had done 
a l o t  of k i l l i n g  and "des t royed  i n s t e a d  of  searched"  
(pg. 29 ) .  

c. A c t i v i t i e s  on 18 and 19 March. 

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  rounding up Vietnamese i n  
the v i l l a g e s  nea r  t h e  beach (pgs.  33, 3 4 ) .  H e  remembered 
ARVN's i n t e r r o g a t i n g  some of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 34) . H e  
could r e c a l l  no d e t a i n e e s  o r  ARVN's  i n  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  (pg. 35) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  a conve r sa t ion  w i t h  
MILUS, t h e  l a t t e r  had t o l d  him of s e t t i n g  up a machinegun 
and shoo t ing  s e v e r a l  Vietnamese i n  a v i l l a g e  (pgs.  30, 3 7 ) .  
MILUS i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  was ordered  t o  s h o o t  any th ing  t h a t  
moved (pg. 31) . Most of t h e  rumors of t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  
t h a t  day involved MILUS' a c t i o n s  (pgs .  31, 32) . H e  r e -
c a l l e d  t h e  mor ta r  a t t a c k  and r e c e i v i n g  sma l l  a r m s  f i r e  
t h a t  n i g h t  (pg.  3 6 ) .  MILUS was k i l l e d  by a mortar  
round (pg. 3 6 ) .  The wi tnes s  recounted  a medevac p i ck ing  
up wounded and having t o  u se  i t s  l i g h t s  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  
wounded (pg. 3 6 ) .  The nex t  morning t h e  w i t n e s s  heard of 
d e t a i n e e s  be ing  bea t en  (pg. 3 7 ) .  

4 .  KNOWLEDGE OF AN INCIDENT.  

The wi tnes s  t o l d  of hea r ing  about  a l i e u t e n a n t  u s ing  t h e  
w i re s  of a f i e l d  te lephone  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  d e t a i n e e s .  H e  
a l s o  heard  of C Company going i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and k i l l i n g  
people  f o r  no reason  (pg. 4 1 ) .  One of t h e  men i n  B Company, 
EBINGER,  complained of t h e  wholesa le  k i l l i n g  t o  o f f i c e r s  b u t  
t o  no a v a i l .  H e  t h r ea t ened  t o  w r i t e  h i s  congressman (pgs .  43, 
4 4 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Use of  mari juana.  

The wi tnes s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  q u i t e  a few t r o o p s  
smoked mar i juana ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  a problem (pg. 42) . 

b 
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EXEIIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES '. 

PAGES 
1 


MACV Card "Nine Rules" Wit had seen. 4 

MACV Card "The Enemy In I 


Wit had not seen. 1 4 
I 


M-81 Instructions to witness Read by witness . I 1 


P-18 Miscellaneous Scene Wit recognized. 15 

-

P-20 l~iscellaneous Scene GI but not the 
Wit recognized a 


16 

ARVN. 
Wit recognized a I

I 


P-22 Miscellaneous Scene GI. 1 17 

Wit did not re- I 


Wit recognized I 

-	 3 Miscellaneous Scene none of the 17 


Vietnamese. 


Wit did not re- 

cosni ze . 17 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1100 h o u r s ,  30 J a n u a r y  
1970 . )  

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The f o l l o w i n g  named p e r s o n s  are p r e s e n t :  COL 
WILSON, MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  A l f r e d  FIELDS. 

(MR FIELDS was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn,  
and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s : )  

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, o c c u p a t i o n ,  and 
r e s i d e n c e .  

A.  A l f r e d  FIELDS, Toledo,  Ohio, and o c c u p a t i o n  i s  
county  laborer.  

COL WILSON: M r .  FIELDS, was t h e r e  a n o t h e r  FIELDS i n  B 
Company b e s i d e s  you? 

A. No, s i r .  I t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  FIELDS w a s  i n  A Company. 

Q . You d o n ' t  know of  a F r a n k l i n  FIELDS? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q. M r .  FIELDS, d i d  you have  a chance t o  r e a d  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  was handed o u t  t o  you ( E x h i b i t  M-81) ? 

A. - Y e s  , s i r .  

Q - Did you r e a d  t h e  s e c t i o n  where it e x p l a i n e d  what 
this i n t e r v i e w  team w a s  and how w e  i n t e n d  t o  go  a b o u t  t h e  
q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  F i r s t ,  l e t  m e  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  are t h r e e  
members o f  t h i s  t e a m :  M r .  WALSH, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  
. d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  assist  G e n e r a l  PEERS; 
C o l o n e l  NOLL; and m y s e l f .  W e  have a u t h o r i t y  from G e n e r a l  PEERS 
t o  conduc t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s .  There  may be  o the r .members  from 
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G e n e r a l  PEERS' b o a r d  t h a t  w i l l  walk i n  h e r e  and a s k  q u e s t i o n s ,  
i t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  i n  which c a s e  i f  t h e r e ' s  a q u e s t i o n  i n  your  mind 
I ' l l  i d e n t i f y  them. T h i s  team h a s  no a u t h o r i t y  t o  make f i n d i n g s  
o r  recommendations; i t ' s  s t r i c t l y  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e  o f  
Genera l  PEERS, W e  mere ly  i n t e r r o g a t e  and i n t e r v i e w  p e o p l e  f o r  
him. Have you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  anyone from Task 
Force  Barker  s i n c e  you r e t u r n e d  from Vietnam? 

A. . Do you mean h e r e  o r  a t  home? 

S i n c e  you g o t  back from Vietnam, anywhere i n  t h eQ. 
S t a t e s .  

A. A t  home. 

Q With someone from t h e  company? 

A.  Oh, no. 

Q Nobody from t h e  u n i t ?  

A. N o .  

Q - ,  What was your  a s s ignment  on 16 March 1968? 

A. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  s i r .  

Q Your d u t y  ass ignment .  Which p l a t o o n  w e r e  you i n ?  

3d P l a t o o n .  

D o  you remember t h e  squad?  

F i r s t  squad ,  I t h i n k  it was. 

D o  you remember your  squad l e a d e r ?  

SGT HATTAWAY. 

SGT HATTAWAY? 

Y e s ,  s ir .  

Do you know which o p e r a t i o n  w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ?  

M y  L a i .  
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Q. My Lai ,  r i g h t .  D o  you remember t h i s  operat ion? 

A. Not t o o  much of it. Only th ing  I remember about 
it is something about P i n k v i l l e .  

Q. Do you remember when M I L U S  was k i l l e d ?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q Tha t ' s  the  opera t ion  we're  t a l k i n g  about. Lieu-
t enan t  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. T h a t ' s  the  opera t ion .  You've go t  the  t i m e  f ixed  
i n  your mind? 

Q* 
a r e a  more 

Q 
time your 

Q 
leader? 

Q. 
leader?  

(FIELDS) 

Yes. 

T h a t ' s  the  main th ing ,  cause you've been i n t o  t h i s  
than  once, probably. 

Y e s  , sir. 

We're t a l k i n g  about 16 March. A l l  r i g h t ,  a t  t h a t  
squad l eader  w a s  Sergeant HATTAWAY? 

Yes, sir. 

D i d  you have a platoon l eader  o r  an a c t i n g  platoon 

Y e s ,  s ir ,  but I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

NO,  sir. 

You don ' t  remember him? 

I remember h i m ,  but  I d o n ' t  think--

( In te rpos ing)  You d o n ' t  th ink  he was a c t i n g  platoon 

NO , sir. 

3 
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9 A l l  r i g h t .  I want t o  show you a couple of e x h i b i t s .  
E x h i b i t  M-2 is e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules."  I t ' s  a f a c s i m i l e  of  a 
MACV ca rd ,  f r o n t  and back. Have you eve r  seen  t h a t  e x h i b i t ?  

A. Yes I s i r .  

Q Where'd you see i t ?  

A. I n  Chu L a i .  

Q =  Did you have one,  o r  d i d  you j u s t  s e e  i t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  have one. I s a w  it. 

Q - The n e x t  e x h i b i t  i s  M - 3 .  I t ' s  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy
I n  Your Hands," a f a c s i m i l e .  Have you seen t h a t ?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q You h a v e n ' t  seen t h a t  one? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q. Do you recal l  e v e r  r e c e i v i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on the  
t r ea tmen t  of noncombatants and p r i s o n e r s  o r  t h e  mis t rea tment  
of  them and t h e  consequences of such t r ea tmen t?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  we had r ece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

Q - Do you remember where you g o t  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n ?  

A. Right a f t e r  we g o t  i n t o  Vietnam they took us t o  
someplace l i k e  a t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  b e f o r e  we went o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d ,  and they  t o l d  us how we were supposed t o  t r e a t  t h e  
enemy and s o  f o r t h .  

Q - Did you go t o  Vietnam wi th  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A.  Y e s  I sir. 

Q. Back i n  Hawaii, w a s  any th ing  s a i d  concerning t h e  
l e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s :  whether an o r d e r  t o  mistreat a p r i s o n e r  
w a s  a l e g a l  o r d e r ,  any th ing  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q. You d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No , sir. 

Q But you d i d  r e c e i v e  some t r a i n i n g  on how you were 
supposed t o  t r e a t  p r i s o n e r s  a f t e r  you g o t  i n t o  Vietnam? 

A .. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What t ype  of t r a i n i n g  was t h i s ?  What d i d  they  say?  

A .  They t o l d  us how we were supposed t o ,  you know, try 
and t a l k  t o  them, o r  i f  you c o u l d n ' t  t a l k  t o  them, t o  hold  
them t h e r e  u n t i l  somebody could come and t r a n s l a t e ,  you know. 

Q Yes. 

A. O r  t a k e  them t o  our  CO o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  And 
they s a i d  n o t  t o  b e a t  on them and s t u f f  l i k e  k i ck  them around,  
push them around. 

Q And t h i s  w a s  a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  a f t e r  you go t  
there? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Anybody e v e r  say anyth ing  about  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  m i s -
t r ea tmen t  of  p r i s o n e r s  o r  noncombatants o r  d e t a i n e e s ?  

A.  They might have,  sir.  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  day of t h e  15 th  of March, 
p o s s i b l y  t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h  of March, j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
combat a s s a u l t ,  when L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN and s e v e r a l  men were 
wounded t h a t  morning, and t h i n k  i f  you can a s  t o  who b r i e f e d  
you or  who t o l d  you t h a t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  coming o f f  and what 
you w e r e  t o l d  about i t ,  what you were supposed t o  do,  and s o  
f o r t h .  You w e r e  back a t  f i r e  base  Upt igh t .  

A. I t  w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t .  I can p i c t u r e  h i s  f a c e ,  b u t  1 

I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  h i s  name. I c a n ' t  q u i t e  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  b u t  any-
way, h e ' s  t h e  one who b r i e f e d  us  on it. 

Q. You say you were b r i e f e d  by an o f f i c e r ?  
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A: y e s ,  s i r .  

.Q What w e r e  you  t o l d ?  

A. That  we had a combat a s s a u l t  t o  go o u t  on.  

Q D i d  they g ive  you t h e  t imes and t h e  equipment you 
w e r e  supposed t o  t a k e  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  equipment, and they t o l d  us what t o  have 
ready for it. 

Q What o r d e r s  were you given r ega rd ing  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of  houses and v i l l a g e  hootches and v i l l a g e s  i n  t h i s  a r ea?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  o r d e r s  t h a t - - i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken,  t h e  
o r d e r s  that they gave us when w e  f i r s t  went i n  t h e r e  w a s  t r y  
and g a t h e r  up a l l  t h e  people ,  and I t h i n k  a f t e r  a few of  o u r  
people  g o t  h u r t ,  then  we came down wi th  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  
They said t o  d e s t r o y  eve ry th ing  t h a t  was i n  t h e r e ,  j u s t  burn 
t h e  hootches  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Now, you say you w e r e n ' t  t o l d  t h i s ,  s ea rch  and 
d e s t r o y  w a s  n o t  t h e  miss ion when you l e f t  t h e  f i r e  base?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Now, who changed t h i s  miss ion? Do you remember? 

A. I t h i n k  w e  had a  c o l o n e l  by t h e  name of Colonel  
ADKINS a t  that t i m e .  It--it was Colonel  BARKER who changed 
it. 7 

Q Did you hea r  anyth ing  t h a t  he s a i d ,  o r  how d i d  you
know t h a t  he changed i t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  hea r  any th ing  t h a t  he s a i d ,  bu t  it 
came back down, and I t h i n k  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  t o l d  t h e  p la toon  
s e r g e a n t ,  and t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  t o l d  us .  

0 .  Who w a s  your  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember--but he ' s  dead now, anyway, t h e  
one t h a t  I had. 
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Q Do you remember what time t h i s  was? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t he  e x a c t  t ime.  

Q And then  you were t o l d  t o  d e s t r o y  every th ing?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. When you say eve ry th ing ,  do you mean houses--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Hootches , houses ,  and anyth ing  l i k e  
t h a t ,  you know, anyth ing  t h a t  they had on ( inaudib le - -1  t o  3 
words) . 
Q. 'What about foodstock? 

A. They s a i d  d e s t r o y  t h a t ,  t oo .  

Q How about l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. Also. 

Q And t h e  p la toon  s e r g e a n t  t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did he t e l l  your squad t h i s ,  o r  how d i d  he g e t  
the informat ion  ou t?  

A. I t h i n k  he t o l d  t h e  whole squad a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Did he t a l k  t o  t h e  p l a toon  o r  j u s t  a squad? 

A. The whole p l a toon .  

Q. Was t h i s  a f t e r  the--you mentioned t h a t  t h i s  was 
af ter  you r e c e i v e d  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q There w a s  no th ing  s a i d  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  back a t  t h e  
f i r e  base  about  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of houses and l i v e s t o c k  and s o  
f o r t h ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  
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Q What about i n h a b i t a n t s ?  Was anyth ing  s a i d  about 
what you were t o  do wi th  people  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h i s  
o r d e r  w a s  changed? You s a i d  b e f o r e  t h a t  they  w e r e  supposed 
t o  be ga the red  up. How about when t h i s  o rde r  was changed? 
Any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A.  W e l l ,  what they had t o l d  me, t hey  s a i d  des t roy  
every th ing .  When it come down with  us t o  d e s t r o y ,  n o t  s ea rch  
and d e s t r o y ,  they s a i d  j u s t  d e s t r o y  every th ing , .  people ,  t o o .  

Q You unders tood t h a t  t o  mean peop le ,  too?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did anybody e l a b o r a t e  on t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ? Did 
your squad l e a d e r  say anyth ing?  

A. No, he d i d n ' t  say anyth ing .  

Q- Anybody q u e s t i o n  t h i s  o r d e r  t o  k i l l  people? 

A. No. 

9 W e l l ,  b e f o r e  you l e f t ,  what was t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  
as  it w a s  d e p i c t e d  by t h e  person who b r i e f e d  you? 

A. What w a s  t h a t  aga in ,  s i r ?  

Q. What was t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  you understood 
i n  t h e  a r e a ?  What were you t o l d  about t h e  enemy? 

A. The way t h a t  they t o l d  u s ,  t h a t  t h e  enemy was sup-
posedly s t i l l  i n  t h e r e  and we  was supposed t o  go i n  t h e r e  and 
g e t  them out, and t h a t  was it. And they s a i d  g a t h e r  up a l l  
t h e  people ,  t hey  t o l d  us  t o  g a t h e r  up a l l  t h e  peop le ,  and 
t h a t  w a s  what we were supposed t o  do. 

'Q Y e s .  Were you t o l d  what enemy u n i t  was i n  t h e r e ?  

A. on iy  t h i n g  they t o l d  us was VC was supposed t o  be 
i n  t h e r e .  

Q - Had you been i n  t h i s  a r e a  before?  

8 
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A. y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  i n  your  mind when you l e f t  t h e  
f i r e  b a s e  t h a t  morning a b o u t  g o i n g  i n t o  a n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  Pink-
v i l l e  a r e a  t h a t  was d i f f e r e n t  from an o p e r a t i o n  somewhere else 
i n  your  normal  AO? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- You d i d n ' t  t h i n k  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I t h o u g h t  abou t  n o t  coming back.  Tha t  was 
the o n l y  t h i n g .  

Q. D o  you do t h a t  e v e r y t i m e  you g o  o u t  of  t h e  f i r e  
b a s e  i n  the morning? Do you have t h e  same f e e l i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
other p l a c e s  you 'd  go  t o ?  

A. No, s i r ,  j u s t  t h a t  one. 

Q. T h e r e  w a s  a d i f f e r e n c e ,  t h e n .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. T h e r e  w a s  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  name " P i n k v i l l e "  as 
t o  other a r e a s  t h a t  you o p e r a t e d  i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- What 's  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ?  

A. T h e r e ,  i t ' s  more booby t r a p s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and more 
p e o p l e  g e t  h u r t  e v e r y  t i m e  w e  go  o v e r  t h e r e :  somebody g e t s  
h u r t  o v e r  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I n  o t h e r  a r e a s  w e  might  g o  i n t o ,  w e  
might  spend  2 or 3 days  and come back ,  something l i k e  t h a t :  
nobody would g e t  h u r t ,  b u t  as soon as w e ' d  go  o v e r  t h e r e  some-
b o d y g d  g e t  h u r t .  

a.  T h i s  was common knowledge t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  u n i t ,  i s  
that  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q DO you know what  your  p l a t o o n  w a s  supposed t o  do  
a f t e r  it landed?  
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A. Not e x a c t l y ,  sir.  

Q Do you know what the  1st and 2d Platoons were 
supposed t o  do? 

I t h i n k  they were supposed t o  go i n  and search.  

Q. Do you know where? 

A. I n  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  

And t h e  3d Platoon was supposed t o  do what? 

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  but  I th ink  the  3d Platoon was 
supposed t o  be a blocking force .  

Q How about your squad. Was it given any s p e c i a l
mission? 

A.  NO, s i r ,  no t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. L e t ' s  go t o  the  opera t ion  i t s e l f  which took p lace  
on the  morning of the  16th.  Did you rece ive  any f i r e  p r i o r  
t o  landing? Your h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Umm, I t h ink  so .  

Q. Did you rece ive  any f i r e  a f t e r  landing? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q From where? 

A. From--well, a f t e r  we had landed, it came from out  
of the  brush somewhere. 

Q. You c o u l d n ' t  see  where it was coming from? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q We'l l  g e t  a photograph i n  a few minutes and maybe 
you can g ive  us the  d i r e c t i o n  it came from. ,How f a r  d id  it 
sound l i k e  the f i r e  was? 

- A. Oh, 50 t o  60 meters.  

(FIELDS) 10 
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Q. Meters?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you recall  i f  you were on t h e  f i r s t  o r  t h e  second 
l i f t  going i n ?  

A. I w a s  on t h e  second l i f t .  

Q Second l i f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Were your  doorgunners f i r i n g ?  

A. Ye$, sir.  

Q. hey were? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. They u s u a l l y  d i d  f i r e  b e f o r e  we'd go i n .  

Q . But you g o t  t r o o p s  on t h e  ground now i f  y o u ' r e  on 
the second l i f t .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e l l ,  t h e y ' d  u s u a l l y  know, when we'd go
i n ,  they'd u s u a l l y  be i n  a c e r t a i n  p l a c e  s o  t h e  gunners  would 
fire around i n s t e a d  of whatever p o s i t i o n  w e  were i n .  

Q.  Were you f i r i n g  when you l e f t  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

No, sir.  

Was anybody?' 

N o ,  sir, j u s t  t h e  doorgunners.  

Q. You seen  any gunships?  

A. There w a s  two of  them. 

Q. What w e r e  they  doing? 

A. They were f i r i n g  r o c k e t s .  

Q Where? 

A. I n  f r o n t  o f  us .  I n  f r o n t  of o u r  p o s i t i o n s .  
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Q- Nr. FIELDS, we ' r e  going t o  t a k e  a c h a r t  o r  a  map 
o r i e n t a t i o n .  I t ' l l  t a k e  a few minutes ,  I t h i n k  w e ' l l  j u s t  
concern B Company, W e ' l l  t a k e  a few minutes and o r i e n t  you 
on B Company, and then  walk through t h e  4 days of  t h e  oper-  
a t i o n .  

(Witness w a s  g iven a  map o r i e n t a t i o n .  ) 

MR WALSH: I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  you back t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  f o r  a 
minute,  and ask you t o  s ay ,  s t a t e  a g a i n ,  j u s t  what you r e c a l l  
about  what your i n s t r u c t i o n s  were about people  t h a t  you might 
encounter  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  they gave us w e r e  j u s t  
t o  go i n  and s e a r c h  o u t  t h e  people  and,  you know, g e t  them i n  
wi th  us, and somebody cou ld ,  you know, come i n  and t a l k  t o  them. 
And t h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t ,  you know, w e  go t .  

Q. And a s  f a r  as t h e  VC t h a t  w e r e  supposed t o  be i n  
t h e r e ,  w a s  t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  about f i r i n g  when you went 
i n ?  

A. No. They s a i d  d o n ' t  f i r e  un l e s s  you w e r e  f i r e d  upon. 

Q- Were t h e s e  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you 
had been g iven  on o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  o r  was t h e r e  anything d i f -  
f e r e n t  about  t h i s  miss ion  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. They were t h e  same i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  o u t  of  t h e  o rd ina ry  about 
t h i s  miss ion  i n  the way of b r i e f i n g ,  , t h a n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you 
g o t  i n  p rev ious  miss ions?  

A. NO,  sir.  

COL WILSON: M r .  FIELDS, I'm going t o  walk you through t h e  
i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  happened a s  we know them, and w e ' l l  t r y  t o  ask 
you i f  you have any a d d i t i o n a l  knowledge on t h e  occur rences .  
N o w ,  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I ' l l  b r i n g  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  be t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  we  have documented evidence on. We have e i t h e r  
j o u r n a l  e n t r i e s ,  o r ,  n o t  tes t imony a t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  b u t  t h i s  is 
all w r i t t e n  documents from va r ious  sou rces .  Okay, t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t ,  the first l i f t  touched down a t  0815,  NOW, t h i s  photo- 
graph t h a t  y o u ' r e  looking  a t  is  t h e  same one M r .  WALSH used a 
minute ago, That's t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  r i g h t .  You recognize  t h i s  
now, d o n ' t  you. 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  Okay. The second l i f t  touched down a t  0827 .  Samc. 
p l ace .  The f i r s t  c a s u a l t y  was Licu tcnant  COCHRAN k i l l e d  a n d  
fou r  wounded, and t h a t  was a t  0845.  I t  was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you 
g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  you were on t h e  second 
l i f t .  And it w a s  i n  an area which was a c r o s s  t h a t  t r a i l  t h a t  
Mr. WALSH po in t ed  o u t .  Now, do you remember when you landed,  
which d i r e c t i o n  t h i s  f i r e  was coming from? W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ' s  approached from t h e  sou th  and were heading no r th  
when they dropped you o f f .  

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  coming i n  t h e  same was a s  t h e  arrow 
there ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I t h i n k  it w a s  coming from t h e  f r o n t  t h e r e .  

Q. Coming from t h e  f r o n t ?  

A, Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  when L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN was wounded? 

A. Yes,  sir.  

Q I mean, w a s  k i l l e d ?  Were you c l o s e  t o  him? 

A .  No, sir.  

-'Q. Did you see him? 

A.  NO, sir.  

Q. Where were you? I n  which d i r e c t i o n  from h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  
Was he o f f  t o  your r i g h t  o r  l e f t  o r  what? 

A. I think he w a s  o f f  t o  my r i g h t .  

Q. When you l e f t  t h a t  l and ing  zone, do you remember 
the p l a toon  format ion? , 

A. N o  I d o n ' t ,  sir .  

Q Do you remember t h e  squad formation? 

A. I think w e  w e r e  i n  s i x e s  o r  sevens ,  something l i k e  
that, 

Q Were you i n  a column, o r  were you on l i n e ?  
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A. I n  a l i n e .  

Q You w e r e  i n  a l i n e ,  everybody moving abreas t .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q =  Do you know i f  you w e r e  t h e  squad  on t h e  l e f t  or  
t h e  r i g h t  or t h e  c e n t e r  squad ,  o r  what  was y o u r  squad p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  w e  were i n  t h e  middle .  

Q- You t h i n k  you were i n  t h e  midd le .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  There  was one  g roup  wounded. They w e r e  
e v a c u a t e d .  Do you remember s e e i n g  t h e  d u s t o f f  come i n  and p i c k  
them up? T h i s  would have  been t h e  g roup  where L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN 
w a s  k i l l e d .  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  the n e x t  g roup  h i t  a booby t r a p  a t  0 9 3 0  
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of  where--within a few m e t e r s ,  maybe 
100,  and 1 5 0 ,  of  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where t h e  f i r s t  b o o b y t r a p  was 
t r i p p e d - - o r  l a n d  mine. Three  wounded t h e r e ?  D o  you remember 
t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  Do you remember t h e  a i r c r a f t  coming i n  and p i c k i n g  
t h e s e  p e o p l e  up--the e v a c u a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. D o  you remember t h e  t y p e  a i r c r a f t  it was? 

A. I t h i n k  i t  was a d u s t o f f  s h i p .  

Q. Red Cross  markings?  

A. Red C r o s s ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

9- The 1st P l a t o o n  had moved a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  D i d  
you h e a r  any f i r i n g  go ing  on o u t  t h e r e  toward t h e  ocean?.  
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A. No, s i r .  

Q L e t ' s  s ee  t h e  photographs.  What d i d  t he  3d Platoon.  
do t h e  r e s t  of t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  were evacuated? 

A. I ' m  no t  t o o  s u r e ,  e x a c t l y ,  you know, what they d i d ,  
s i r .  We s topped o r  walked i n  o r  s t ayed  i n  one p o s i t i o n  o r  
what, e x a c t l y .  

Q. Do you remember sweeping any v i l l a g e s  t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I t h i n k  we went through one.  

Q. Was it burned? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q - Now, t h i s  would have been t h e  t i m e  a f t e r  you had re-
ce ived  t h e  o r d e r  t o  d e s t r o y  every th ing .  

A. Yes, sir. But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  we burned it, t h a t  
one. 

Q. Do you remember C Company coming i n  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  
t h a t  a f te rnoon?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. You do remember t h a t .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You do remember s e e i n g  them. 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. Let  m e  show you some photographs he re .  P-18. Do 
you recognize  anyth ing  about t h a t  photograph? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. What? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  people  they had t h e r e  were--I t h ink  
t h a t  w e  w e r e  supposed t o  march t h e s e  people  somewhere, b u t  I 
don 't know e x a c t l y  where. 
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. Q. You mean t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e  photograph? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Who's t h e  s o l d i e r  w i t h  them? 

A. That  looks  l i k e  s p e c  4--I d o n ' t  know what h i s  name 
i s ,  b u t  I t h i n k  h e ' s  a s p e c  4 o r  e i t h e r  a buck s e r g e a n t .  

Q. Y e s .  W e l l ,  what p l a toon  was he  i n ?  

A. Second P la toon .  

Q - No, 'he w a s  i n  t h e  weapons p la toon .  H i s  name is  
HUFFMAN, b u t  what w a s  he  doing guarding t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s ?  Do 
you know? 

A. - Nor sir. 

Q Do you recognize  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Where is i t ?  

A. I t  looks  l i k e  i t ' s  o u t  around t h e  a r e a  of  Up t igh t ,  
somewhere up , i n  t h e r e .  

Q. P-20. Do you r e m e m b e r  s e e i n g  any? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q- You d o n ' t  know any of t h e  people  i n  t h a t  photo? 

A. I ' v e  s een  t h i s  guy. 

Q The man on t h e  extreme l e f t  t a k i n g  h i s  helmet o f f ?  

A. YesI sir.  

Q. Did. you s e e  him on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A ,  I f  t h a t ' s  t h e  same guy, sir.  

Q. How about  t h e  Vietnamese s o l d i e r ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' v e  s een  him. 
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Q .  P-22? What do you know about  t h a t  photo? 

A. Uothing,  except  t h e  guy t h a t ' s  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  

(2. Who? The one i n  t h e  c e n t e r ?  Who is  he? 

A. I d o n ' t  know what h i s  name i s .  I never  knew t o o  
many of them. 

.Q. Did you s e e  him on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  so .  

Q Where? 

A. In--I t h i n k  it w a s  around t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  

Q Huh? 

A. I . th ink  i t  w a s  around t h e  ~ i n k v i l l ea r e a ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q - T h a t ' s  t h e  c e n t e r  man i n  t h e  photograph. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. This  photograph,  P-23, show Captain  MICHLES on t h e  
l e f t  and s o m e  Vietnamese. Do you recognize  any o f  t h e  Vietnamese 
i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- Did you e v e r  see t h i s  man on t h e  l e f t  i n  P-66? 

No, sir.  

The. one nex t  t o  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q Did you see, when C Compnay came i n  t h e  l a a g e r  area 
t h a t . a f t e r n o o n ,  d i d  you s e e  some ARVN s o l d i e r s  w i th  them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  they  had t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r  K I M  and 

--I 
' t  t h i n k  o f  t h e  o t h e r  o n e ' s  name. 
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Q - Who's KIM? 

A. K I M .  K-I-M? 

Q. Who's KIM? 

A. ARVN s o l d i e r ,  a l l  I know. H e  w a s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q. For  whom? 

A. For  C Company's c a p t a i n .  

Q. Could t h a t  be PHU? 

A. K i m  PHU? I t  might have been--

Q'• ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Sergeant  PHU? 

A. N o .  

Q But it w a s  t h e  C Company commander's i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. That  l a s t ' pho tog raph  I showed you is a photograph 
o f  him. Look a g a i n  a t  P-66, t h e  man on t h e  l e f t .  

A. No, I s t i l l  d o n ' t  know him. 

Q. But- you do know Captain  MEDINA o r  t h e  C Company 
commander's i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  know him pe r sona l ly .  I t  w a s  one named 
K I M .  I remember him, and he w a s  w i t h  C Company. 

Q - .  Y e s .  

A. A t  least I thought  he w a s .  He c a r r i e d  a dog wi th  
him a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

MR. WALSH: What w a s  h i s  name? 

K I M .  

KIM? 

K I N  or KIM, something l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q H-I -E-N,  HIEN? Could it be HIEN? 

A.  N o ,  t hey  c a l l e d  him K I M .  

Q K I M ?  

A. KIM o r  K I N .  

Q - KIN? 

COL WILSON: But you s a w  some ARVN s o l d i e r s  come i n  t h e r e ?  And 
you s a y  t h i s  man who normal ly  took a dog w i th  him. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  u s u a l l y  c a r r i e d  a dog w i t h  him. Be-
cause  he had been w i th  o u r  u n i t  bnce b e f o r e ,  t oo .  

Q And he  w a s  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  sir .  

9. D o e s  he  normal ly  go by h i m s e l f ,  o r  is  he normal ly
w i t h  a U.S. uniformed i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. H e ' s  normal ly  w i th  a U.S. i n  uniform. 

Q. Uniformed i n d i v i d u a l .  H e ' s  an  o f f i c e r  o r  an  e n l i s t e d  
man i n  t h e  U.S. f o r c e s ,  U.S. Army. O r  does he go by h imse l f ?  

A. No, he u s u a l l y  goes o u t  w i t h  t h e  u n i t  when t hey  go o u t .  

Q. But he  came i n  w i th  C Company. H e  wasn' t w i t h  t h e  
u n i t  t h a t  morning when you went on t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. No, h e  come i n  w i th  C Company. 

Q Do you know t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  pa t ch?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

9. Do you remember any d i s t i n c t i v e  i n s i g n i a  t h a t  was 
b e i n g  worn by t h e s e  ARVN s o l d i e r s ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q D o  you know i f  any o f  t h e s e  ARVN s o l d i e r s  w e r e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e ,  or w e r e  t h e r e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  i n  t h e  group w i t h  C Company? 

A. No, s i r .  
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Q. And you s a i d  you saw--did you say  how many ARVN 
s o l d i e r s  came i n  w i t h  C Company? 

A. I d i d n ' t  say  how many came i n .  I on ly  s a i d  that 
I seen one. 

Q J u s t  t h e  one,  t h a t ' s  a l l ?  

A. y e s ,  sir.  

Q. You d i d n ' t  see any more t h a n  t h a t ?  

A. There  might  have been some more, but I d i d n ' t  see 
any more. 

Q- When C Company came i n ,  d i d  they  come i n  w i t h  any 
d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h e y  d i d .  

9. Was t h i s  group t h a t  you saw i n  t h e  photographs  
being guarded ,  d i d  C Company b r i n g  t h e s e  peop l e  i n  o r  d i d  
B Company round them up? 

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  C Company brought  i n  some o f  them. 

0. And b rough t  them i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Did you see any of them evacua ted?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  recal l .  

Q - Did you see any of them be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  they  had a guy o u t  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  
some. 

Q. Was he  Vietnamese o r  American? 

A. Vietnamese. 

Q e  Was there an American w i t h  him? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q Do y o u  remcmber what t h e  rank of t h e  Arncrican was? 

A .  I t h i n k  hc w a s  a c a p t a i n .  

Q Think what? 

A. I t h i n k  he was a c a p t a i n .  

Q. What d i d  he look l i k e ?  

A. A l l  I remember is  he was a t a l l ,  w h i t e  m a l e - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T a l l ?  

A. Yes , sir .  

Q Did he have any s p e c i a l  t y p e  o f  c l o t h i n g  on? 

A, I d i d n ' t  pay t h a t  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  him. 
, 

Q - Did he have a l a r g e  k n i f e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q. While t h e s e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  w e r e  going on ,  d i d  you 
see any mi s t r ea tmen t  of t h e  d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q How many d i d  you see i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  I on ly  s een  one,  sir.  

Q - They d i d n ' t  b e a t  him up o r  mistreat him? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. Did you h e a r  of any mi s t r ea tmen t  of d e t a i n e e s  t h a t  
day? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I hea rd - - i t  was th rough  t h e  company. 

Q. Was it t h a t  day? 
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COL WILSON: A l l  r i g h t ,  t h e  17 th  t h e  company moved a c r o s s  t he  
b r i d g e  over  toward the  s ea .  Now, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e r e  was some 
commotion down t h e r e  on the  b r i d g e ,  some f i r i n g  and some a c t i o n .  
D o  you recall t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I 
Q Sergeant  TAYLOR t r i p p e d  a mine? 

A. Y e s  , s i r .  I 
a - Where w a s  your p l a toon  when t h i s  happened? I 
A .  If I ' m  n o t  mis taken,  I t h i n k  t h a t  ou r  p l a toon  w a s  
behind somewhere, almost  behind on over  on t h e  s i d e ,  because 
when w e  heard  t h e  f i r i n g  going on when he h i t  t h a t  *mine, I 
t h i n k  w e  w e r e  supposed t o  go a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  the V i e t  Cong w e r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  A f t e r  TAYLOR had 
g o t  h i t ,  t hey  came back i n s t e a d  of  going a l l  t h e  way a c r o s s  
t h e  br idge .  And when w e  come down and run i n t o  t h e  road w e  
m e t ,  you know, they had some women and i n  t h i s  hootch,  s o  we 
took them o u t  t o  s e e  i f  they would go a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and 
they  took o f f  and s t a r t e d  running.  They ended up g e t t i n g  blown 
up because the  whole b r idge  was boobytrapped. And when they  
r a n  a c r o s s  and we found o u t  t h e  b r idge  was boobytrapped,  w e  
s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e  from t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q A s  I unders tand i t ,  you say t h a t  nobody was a c r o s s  
t h e  b r i d g e ?  

@ 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I t h i n k  TAYLOR was on h i s  way across 
t h e  b r idge  when t h i s  happened. 

LTC NOLL: What was t h e  o r d e r  of march from your  l a a g e r  a r e a  t o  
t h e  b r idge?  Do you r e c a l l  i f  t he  o r d e r  of  march was 2d P la toon ,  
3d Pla toon;  2d P l a toon ,  command group,  3d Pla toon.  

A. I t h i n k  it was t h e  1st P la toon  t h a t  went f i r s t ,  then 
t h e  3d P la toon  second,  then  t h e  2d P la toon .  

COL WILSON: See,  t h e  t h i n g  about  the-- the  1st P la toon  w a s  
across and had been a c r o s s  and s t ayed  over  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  
TAYLOR w a s  wounded coming back t o  t he  b r i d g e  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  
b r idge  f o r  t h e  2d and 3d P la toons  t o  c r o s s .  They w e r e  on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r .  
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A. The one I a m  probably t h i n k i n g  of  w a s  ano the r ,  
because t h e r e  was something o r  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was 
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t .  

Q. But TAYLOR was wounded on t h i s  one. 

A.  Maybe I g o t  TAYLOR mixed up wi th  some o t h e r  guy 
t h a t  g o t  wounded on another  o p e r a t i o n .  

(2. What about t h e s e  Vietnamese t h a t  you say you g o t
ahold of and they r a n  o f f  and g o t - - i t ' s  n o t  very common f o r  
Vietnamese t o  run over  mines, i s  i t ?  

A. No, i t ' s  n o t ,  bu t  l i k e  I s a i d ,  we were supposed t o  
be going a c r o s s  t h i s  b r i d g e ,  and they j u s t  took o f f  and s t a r t e d  
running and when they d i d  they h i t  t he  mines, s o  I guess t h e  
women knew what was t h e r e .  

Q Well, where w e r e  t h e  mines. Were t h e y  on t h e  b r idge  
o r  on t h e  approaches? 

A. On t h e  approaches t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and they had one 
i n  t h e  middle of it. 

Q - Was t h e  b r idge  damaged? 

A.  No, n o t  t h a t  much. J u s t  knocked one-half  of it o u t ,  
bu t  you could s t i l l  g e t  a c r o s s .  

Q What about t h e  f i r i n g  .over t h e r e ?  Was t h e r e  any 
f i r i n g  coming from a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. I ' d  say on t h e  r i g h t  over  t h e r e ,  o u t  of t h e  brush 
o r  something. 

Q. D i d  any of t h e  p l a toons  on t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r  
r e t u r n  t h e  f i r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q How was i t  done? id you a l l  move up on l i n e  o r  
what? 

A. W e  moved up on l i n e ,  g o t  down and f i r e d  r i g h t  
ac ros s .  Then ano the r  p l a toon  went t o  go a c r o s s  t he  b r i d g e ,  
we f i r e d  a t  them s o  they could g e t  a c r o s s .  

Q. You covered t h e i r  c r o s s i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q. What about  gunships?  

A. ' W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  had--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You d o n ' t  remember any gunships?  

A. No, sir .  

Q What happened when you g o t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  
anything? 

A. Yeah, w e  had t o  s ea rch  t h a t  a r e a  o u t  because I r e c a l l  
a f e w  hootches  and s t u f f  over  t h e r e .  They s t a r t e d  burn ing  t h o s e ,  
t h e  ones t h a t  w e r e  t h e r e ,  b u t  ( i n a u d i b l e ) .  

Q D i d  you see any bodies?  

A. No. 

Q How long d i d  t h e  s ea rch  t ake  b e f o r e  you moved--if 
you moved? 

About 2 o r  3 hours .  

Q. 2 o r  3 hours?  1 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. .HOW many house d i d  you squad sea rch?  

A. W e  had searched  q u i t e  a few; I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
e x a c t  number. 

Q. How do you a l l  u s u a l l y  s ea rch  houses? 

A. W e  u s u a l l y  go i n  by squads and sea rch .  

Q- You mean one squad goes i n  a hootch? 

A.  Not the whole squad,  j u s t  one squad goes i n t o  a 
c e r t a i n  area, you know, two o r .  t h r e e  hootches c lo se ,  and s p l i t  
up and go into the hootches .  

Q How do you s p l i t  up? 

A. W e l l ,  it would be l i k e  a two-man team. One man might 
say  o u t s i d e ,  ano the r  man might go i n  and sea rch  around. 
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Q. Who d i d  you normal ly  work w i th?  

A.  W e l l ,  t h e  man I was normal ly  working with--who-
e v e r  d i d n ' t  have anybody t o  go i n  w i t h .  

a .  Do you normally work w i t h  t h e  same guy a l l  t h e  t ime?  

A. No, sometimes I ' d  even go i n  by myse l f .  

Q. T h a t ' s  n o t  a ve ry  good i d e a .  

A. There  was always somebody o u t  around t h e  a r e a  when 
I went i n .  

Q - You d i d n ' t  see any b o d i e s .  Did you h e a r  o f  any 
people b e i n g  , k i l l e d  ove r  t h e r e ?  

A .  I don'  t t h i n k  s o .  

Q N o  t a l k ?  

A. There  might  have been some, b u t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. What d i d  you do a f t e r  t h a t ,  a f t e r  you g o t  th rough
s e a r c h i n g ?  Did you s t a y  t h e r e  o r  d i d  you move o u t ?  

A. I t h i n k  we l a a g e r e d  t h e r e .  

Q- Right  around t h a t  same a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - Did you move o f f  and come back ,  o r  d i d  you s t a y
r i g h t  t h e r e .  

A. W e  moved o f f .  

Q Came back b e f o r e  da rk?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q How f a r  o u t  d i d  you go? 

A. W e  wasn ' t '  t h a t  f a r  away f r o m  i t .  
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Q.  W e l l ,  wh i l e  you were over  t h e r e ,  do you remember 
s e e i n g  any ARVN o r  Vietnamese s o l d i e r s  wi th  B Company t h a t  
day come a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

NO, s ir .  

Q. D i d  you s e e  any s t r a n g e r s ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  people ,  o r  
photographers ,  o r  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  personne l?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. D i d  you s e e  t h a t  s e r g e a n t  t h a t  you knew t h a t  was 
w i t h  B Company? Did you s e e  him aga in  t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q. So he  was over--so he c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  day.
I 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - ' Did you s e e  any h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n  b r i n g i n g  i n  
s u p p l i e s  o r  personne l?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q - Did you s e e  Colonel  BARKER t h a t  day? 

A.  No, s ir .  

Q. You moved o u t  t hen  moved back i n t o  a l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  
t h a t  n i g h t .  Did a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  and b r i n g  you anything? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q- What weapon w e r e  you armed wi th?  

A. M-16. 

Q Did you need a resupply  of  ammo? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  t h a t  day. 

A. N O ,  s i r .  
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Q R a t i o n s .  D i d  y o u  have r a t i o n s  w i t h  you? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Don ' t  r e c a l l  a n y t h i n g  happening t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  
o f  any impor tance?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q a A l l  r i g h t ,  you s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  B Company
moved o f f .  The rest of  t h e  company went s o u t h .  Anything 
happen t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Not i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  t h a t  I know o f .  

MR WALSH: Did you see a n y t h i n g  u n u s u a l  a f t e r  you g o t  a c r o s s  
the b r i d g e ?  

A. N o t  ' t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you t a l k  w i t h  anybody f r o m  t h e  1st P l a t o o n  
a f t e r  you g o t  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  abou t  what had been done 
the  day b e f o r e ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q Did you h e a r  t h a t  t h e y  had k i l l e d  a l o t  o f  peop le?  

A. .Yeah, I h e a r d  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q What d i d  you h e a r ?  

A.  From what t h e y  w e r e  s a y i n g ,  t h e y  just went th rough  
a v i l l a g e .  They s e a r c h e d  and d e s t r o y e d .  A c t u a l l y ,  they  de-
s t r o y e d  i n s t e a d  of s e a r c h e d .  

Q . Did you see any b o d i e s  down t h e r e ?  

A .  No. 

Q How many p e o p l e  d i d  t h e y  k i l l  t h e  day b e f o r e  t h a t ?  

A. T h a t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Did anybody you t a l k e d  t o  g i v e  you any number o r  
es t i ,ma te?  

A. N o .  
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Q. When thc?y  w c l l  t Lhroucl l~ t l ~ c .  v i  1 l a c l c .  , how w e r e  t h t .  
people  k i  l l cd?  Mac11inc:cjuns:' S111al1 {lrnis,.? 

A. From what I w a s  told, it was from s m a l l  arms--1 
mean it w a s  mainly machineguns, but they  a l s o  s a i d  it was 
sma l l  a r m s  t o o .  

Q. Did you h e a r  t h a t  MILUS had se t  up a machinegun 
and f i r e d  a t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  moved around t h e  v i l l a g e  when 
they  moved i n t o  i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you t a l k  t o  MILUS abou t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  w e  had set  up and w e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  
ready t o  eat chow and I asked him about  it, and he t o l d  m e  
he d i d n ' t  t h i n k  no th ing  cou ld  k i l l  him. That  s a m e  n i g h t  a 
mor t a r  round came i n  and k i l l e d  him. H e  s a i d  something l i ke - -
he s a i d  he d i d n ' t  t h i n k  no th ing  cou ld  k i l l  him. A n d  he w a s  
t a l k i n g  about  how he had k i l l e d  t h e s e  peop le .  And t h a t  same 
n i g h t  a mor t a r  round came i n  and went d i r e c t l y  i n t o  h i s  h o l e  
and k i l l e d  him. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  you to--of c o u r s e ,  h e ' s  n o t  h e r e ,  s o  w e  
c a n ' t  t a l k  t o  him, b u t  s i n c e  you had a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  him, 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  t r y  t o  recall j u s t  a s  b e s t  you can  how he d e s c r i b e d  
how he had k i l l e d  t h e  peop le  on t h a t  f i r s t  day. 

A .  W e l l ,  t h e  only t h i n g  I t e l l  you he j u s t  t o l d  m e  he 
killed a l o t  of peop le .  

Q Did he t e l l  you where he was when he k i l l e d  them? 

A .  NO, s i r .  

Q. Was he i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  w a s  he o u t s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  i f  it w a s  i n s i d e  o r  o u t s i d e ,  
b u t  I think it w a s  on t h e  i n s i d e .  

Q. H e  d i d n '  t say how many a l t o g e t h e r ?  

A .  No, it w a s  q u i t e  a few, b u t  he d i d n ' t  say  how many. 
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Q - Did he t e l l  you whether  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  o r  
anybody had  g o t t e n  a n g r y  w i th  him as a r e s u l t  of i t ?  

A. No, si r .  

Q - Did he t c l l  you whether  he had been d rde red  t o  
k i l l  everybody i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  they  moved i n  o r  when 
they  moved i n ?  

A. From t h e  way people  were t a l k i n g ,  from what I h e a r d ,  
they  s a i d  somebody t o l d  him--he had an o r d e r  i n  o t h e r  words, t o  
k i l l  any th ing  t h a t  moved, and he was t h e  t ype  of  :guy t h a t  l i k e d  
t o  pull t h e  t r i g g e r  anyway. I guess  when he moved he s t a r t e d  
f i r i n g ,  k i l l i n g  them. 

Q. So h e  fo l lowed o r d e r s .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. And he d i d  a good job o f  it. 

A. I d o n ' t  know about  a good job ,  k i d s  and s t u f f .  

Q We've had some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  he had some h e l p ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  some o t h e r  peop le  who f i r e d  a t  any th ing  t h a t  
moved t oo .  D i d  you h e a r  any th ing  abou t  whether  he was t h e  
on ly  one,  or whe ther  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  peop l e  i n  h i s  squad o r  
else w e r e  i n  t h e  1st P l a toon  who--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  t h e  on ly  one I h e a r d  was him, 
because  everyone was runn ing  around t h e r e  and t a l k i n g  about  
it, MILUS did t h i s ,  MILUS d i d  t h a t .  

Q. How abou t  peop le  coming o u t  of bunkers  and be ing  
s h o t  as t hey  came o u t  of  bunkers  by the 1st P l a t o o n  t h a t  f i r s t  
day? D i d  you h e a r  any th ing  abou t  t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  sir .  

Q - Hear any th ing  about  u s i n g  g renades  o r  dynamite on 
the bunkers?  

A. I h e a r d  something about  throwing grenades  i n  t h e r e .  

Q Hear abou t  any people  b e i n g  k i l l e d  t h a t  way? 

A.  W e l l ,  th'ey had been k i l l e d  t h a t  way. T e l l  them t o  
come o u t  and t hey  d o n ' t  come o u t  and y o u ' r e  n o t  going i n  t h e r e  
t o  get them, s o  you throw i n  a grenade i n  t h e r e .  

(FIELDS) 31 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-283 



FOR O F F I C I A L  U S E  ONLY 

Q - Is t h a t  something t h a t  you know g e n e r a l l y  from 
o p e r a t i o n s  o r  d i d  you hea r  somebody t a l k i n g  about  i t ?  

A. Well, t h i s  i s  something g e n e r a l l y  from o p e r a t i o n s ,  

Q. HOW about  t h e  1st P la toon  o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  f i r s t  
day? Did you hea r  anyth ing  s p e c i f i c  about t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. The only t h i n g  you heard  was t a l k i n g  t o  MILUS and 
people  t a l k i n g  about M I L U S  on t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

LTC NOLL: Do you r e c a l l  where t h e  81 m i l l i m e t e r  mor ta r  was 
l o c a t e d  t h e  second day,  t h e  day you c ros sed  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. NO, s i r .  

Q Did you h e a r  of t h e  1st P la toon  k i l l i n g  anybody 
on t h e  second day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  day t h a t  you spen t  
most of t h e  day around t h e  br idge?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir .  

COL WILSON: You said t h a t  when you t a l k e d  t o  MILUS t h a t  day 
you s a t  down t o  e a t  wi th  him. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What t i m e  w a s  t h a t ?  

A. Tha t  w a s  dur ing--wel l ,  it was j u s t  about  a lmost  
da rk ,  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q- You're s u r e  it was t h e  evening meal? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I remember t h a t  one because t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
t h a t  I had s a t  me  on a p o s i t i o n  where i f  I h a d n ' t  changed my 
p o s i t i o n  I would have been k i l l e d .  T h a t ' s  why I remember t h a t .  

9. MILUS was wi th  you then?  

A. No, he w a s n ' t  wi th  me. I mean w e  were a l l  t o g e t h e r  
i n  ou r  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  and when we went t o  chow I w a s  t a l k i n g  
t o  him i n  t h e  chow line, and I t o l d  him I ' d  heard  about  what 
he ' d  done, and t h a t ' s  when he t o l d  me t h a t  no th ing  could  s t o p  
him from t r y i n g  t o  k i l l  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s .  
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Q.  This  was t h e  day t h a t  you c ros sed  the  br idge?  

A. No, sir. T h i s  was t h e  n i g h t  before--

LTC NOLL: A f t e r  t h e  MEDCAP. 

COL WILSON: This  is no t  t h e  second day t h e n ,  i t ' s  the--Okay . 
MR WALSH: Th i s  i s  t h e  n i g h t  MILUS was k i l l e d .  

A. Yes. 

COL WILSON: L e t ' s  go up t o  t h e  18 th .  You s t a y e d  t h e r e  i n  
t h e  p o s i t i o n .  Now I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t he  t i m e  t h a t  you s t ayed  
i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  up by t h e  b r idge .  This  is t h e  d a t e  I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about.  Remember you s t ayed  up t h e r e  by t h e  b r idge .  The day 
you c ros sed ,  you s t ayed  up i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  R e m e m b e r  
t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And t h e  company went o f f ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Now,  t h e  nex t  morning, t h e  company came back,  your 
p l a toon  should  have followed i n  w i th  t h e  company and moved up 
t o  t h e  no r th .  D o  you recall  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Moved o u t  i n t o  a v i l l a g e  up t h e r e .  Whole bunch of 
Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Remember t h i s  ? Rounding 
up a whole bunch of c i v i l i a n s  and moving t h e m  down toward t h e  
beach? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You do  remember t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Search ing  t h e  v i l l a g e  o u t ?  Do you remember anyth ing  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  about  s ea rch ing  those  v i l l a g e s ?  
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A. I f  i t ' s  t h e  same t h i n g  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f ,  t h e r e  was 
no th ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  I can t h i n k  o f .  

Q D o  you remember medical  pe r sonne l  coming i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  N O ,  sir .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h e s e  people  t h a t  you s e n t  back 
being t r e a t e d  by medics? 

A. NO, - sir.  

(2 Remember any h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- No a d d i t i o n a l  personne l  be ing  brought  i n ,  then?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. I Remember s e e i n g  any ARVN? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q M i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  personne l?  

A. Would t h i s  be i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  where? 

Q. Y e s ,  it would be anywhere i n  t h e r e  du r ing  t h a t  day. 

A .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was some ARVN's  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

Q - Do you remember where you saw them? What they were 
doing? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  a f t e r  w e  rounded t h e s e  people  up, they 
went i n t o  a hootch and they  had them i n  t h e r e  and asked them 
q u e s t i o n s .  

Q- What happened? 

They would ask'em and send them back o u t .A. 

Q You d i d n Pt see what they were doing i n  t h e r e .  
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A. No, sir. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  When you got  throuqh t h a t  day,  you went 
i n t o  a l a a g e r  that night, r i gh t ' ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - E s t a b l i s h e d  a  per imeter  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q A t  t h a t  t ime d i d  you see  any ARVN personne l  i n s i d e  
t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q Any mil i tary--any s t r a n g e r s ,  no t  members of  B Company? 

A .  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you hea r  of any ARVN o r  i n t e r p r e t e r s  be ing  i n  
t h e  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. 'NO,  s ir .  

Q. Did you hea r  of any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? Any 
mis t rea tment  of Vietnamese d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q- L a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  you r ece ived  a  mor ta r  a t t a c k .  
MILUS w a s  k i l l e d  and s e v e r a l  men wounded. R e m e m b e r  how many 
rounds came i n ?  

One o r  two. 

Q. Did you see where t h e  mortar  was f i r i n g  from? 

A. Y e s ,  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q How f a r ?  

A. I t  w a s  a p r e t t y  good ways. I t  was s t i l l  a good 
d i s t a n c e  from us.  

Q- Any s m a l l  arms? 
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A .  Yeah, there was some f i r i n g  50 or  60 meters away
from us .  

Q Did you a l l  r e t u r n  t h e  f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q* How f a r  w a s  MILUS from you when he w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A. About 25 meters. 

Q - You remember t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n  t o  evacua te  
t h e  wounded and MILUS? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. They came ip t h a t  n i g h t  because they  had 
t o  have l i g h t s  t o  see where it w a s ,  where t h e  wounded w e r e .  

Q - Had t o  what? 

A.  I t h i n k  they  came i n  du r ing  t h e  n i g h t ,  because I 
remember something about where they had t o  have t h e i r  l i g h t s .  
They had t o  t u r n  t h e i r  l i g h t s  on, and they d i d n ' t  want t o  t u r n  
them on because w e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  f i r e d  on. 

Q What about  a r t i l l e r y ?  Did you hea r  any a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  t h a t  day? E i t h e r  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  o r  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q- How about  gunship f i r e  o r  a i r  t o  ground f i r e .  Did 
you h e a r  any t h a t  day o r  t h a t  n i g h t  a f t e r  you r ece ived  mor ta r  
f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember sir. 

Q. Anything else occur  t h a t  n i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  mortar 
a t t a c k ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

LTC NOLL: Do you remember where your  p l a toon  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  the o t h e r  two b l a t o o n s  i n  t h e  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ?  Were-you f a c i n g  n o r t h ,  east,  o r  west?  
You were a long  t h e  s e a c o a s t .  Did you have your  backs t o  t h e  
sea? 

(FIELDS) APP T-283 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, ours--my s i d e  was t o  t h e  s ea .  

Q 1st Pla toon  on your r i g h t ?  

A.  Yeah, I t h i n k  so .  Yeah. 

COL WILSON: Now, you d i d  r e c e i v e  a ho t  meal t h a t  n i g h t ,  r i g h t ?  
This was t h e  n i g h t  you t a l k e d  t o  MILUS? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. The nex t  morning, d i d  you see  any d e t a i n e e s  being 
i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A. ( Inaudible-one word) , sir .  

Q. Did you see any of t h e m  be ing  m i s t r e a t e d ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q D5d you hear--

A .  ( I i ikerposing)  Yes, I heard about it. 

Q What happened? What d i d  you hear?  

A. That  they b e a t  somebody, b u t  I d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  
who they w e r e  t a l k i n g  about .  

Q. B e a t  him? 

A. Y e s .  

A. With t h e i r  hands. 

Q. D i d  you s e e  any of t h e  d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. I s a w  a few of them. I t h i n k  we had--I 'm no t  s u r e ,  
b u t  I t h i n k  w e  had t h r e e  o r  four. 

Q Did you s e e  a11 of them, o r  how many d i d  you see .  

A. J u s t  two of them. This  w a s  t h e  same n i g h t  one of 
them g o t  away. 
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Q .  One guy go t  away? 

A. Yes. 

Q These people  t h a t  you saw t h e  nex t  day,  d i d  they 
look l i k e  they 'd  been b e a t  up? 

MR WALSH: Who d i d  you h e a r  had done t h e  b e a t i n g  on t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  ? 

A. I d i d n ' t  hear .  I j u s t  heard t h a t  somebody b e a t  them. 

Q Were t h e r e  ARVN's around t h e r e  t h a t  morning? 

A. I t h i n k  so. 

Q. How many? 

A. Two. 

Q- This  i n t e r p r e t e r  named KIM, d i d  he s t a y  with  B 
Company through t h e  rest of t h e  ope ra t ion  a f t e r  he jo ined  up 
with  C Company? 

A. I couldn 't say.  

Q. D o  you remember see ing  him t h e  next  day. 

A. ( I n a u d i b l e )  remember s e e i n g  him t h e  nex t  day, be-
cause ( i n a u d i b l e )  . 
Q When d i d  he l eave?  Did he l eave  t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. I t h i n k  so.  

Q And you d i d n ' t  see him aga in  t h e  rest of t h e  
ope ra t ion?  

A. NoI sir. 

Q Do you remember see ing  another  i n t e r p r e t e r  wi th  
Captain MICHLES dur ing  t h e  second and t h i r d  day. 

A. NoI sir.  

Q. Remember  s ee ing  an American, maybe a Spec 4 o r  5 
who t a l k e d  Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any of the--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s i r .  

Q Bid you see him c u t t i n g  t h e  backs of  t h e i r  hands 
w i t h  a k n i f e  and p u t t i n g  s a l t  i n  them? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q But you i n d i c a t e d  you do remember s e e i n g  an American 
i n t e r p r e t e r .  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q. When d i d  you see  him? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what day it w a s , , b u t  I do 
remember s e e i n g  him. 

Q. Remember s e e i n g  him i n t e r r o g a t e  any p r i s o n e r s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q H i t t i n g  them a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

A. Slapped them around a l i t t l e .  

Q- U s e  any o t h e r  means o f  t o r t u r e ?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q- Remember h e a r i n g  anyth ing  about  anybody us ing  f i e l d  
te lephones  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  p r i s o n e r s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

4 .  \ Who was doing t h a t ?  

A. Well, I don' t know h i s  name, b u t  he w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q. Lieutenant?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. He'd run t h e  w i r e  around o n e ' s  tongue 
and,.  .. 
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Q. Touch t h e  w i re s  t o  p a r t s  of t h e i r  bodies  and g i v e  
it a crank o r  two? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Have you eve r  seen t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  be fo re?  

A. ye s ,  sir. 

Q. M i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he was o r  no t?  

Q *  Did he have an i n t e r p r e t e r  who wore dark  g l a s s e s  
wi th  him? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. Is t h a t  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  middle ,  photograph 
P-22? 

A. No, t h a t ' s  n o t  him. 

Q T h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  guy? 

A. No. 

Q Ever see t h a t  f e l l ow before?  

A. This  one he re?  

-Q. No, t h e  f e l l ow i n  t h e  middle.  

A. Yeah, I t h i n k  I have seen him. H i s  f a c e  looks  
f a m i l i a r  . 
Q A r e  you s u r e  t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  who was 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  people?  O r  d i d n ' t  you see t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
who w a s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  people? 

A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  s ee  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  a c t u a l l y .  

Q. You j u s t  heard t h a t  a  l i e u t e n a n t  was i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
people  w i t h  a f i e l d  te lephone ,  h u t  you d i d n ' t  see i t ?  
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A. No. 

Q.  Okay. So, a s  f a r  a s  y o u ' r e  concerned,  it cou ld  
have been t h a t  l i e u t e n a n t  o r  anybody else because  you never  
saw it. 

a- * Y e a h "  I never  seen  h i m .  

LTC NOLL: Did you e v e r  see t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  who d i d  this a f t e r -
wards ? 

' A .  I might have seen  him, b u t  I d o n ' t  know. 

COL WILSON: Do you have any knowledge of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
-an i n q u i r y  conducted i n  Vietnam on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  Anybody 
e v e r  a sk  you any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. Not about  t h a t ,  no,  si,r. 

Q - ' About t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  Never d i d ?  Anybody e v e r  
ask  anybody you know q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Did you have a camera? 

A. Not wh i l e  I w a s  i n  ' N a r n .  

Q Do you know anybody who had one on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  Sergean t  WHITTAKER had a camera,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e  t a k i n g  any p i c t u r e s .  

Q - Did you h e a r  any rumors t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been u n n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  by e i t h e r  C o r  
B Company? 

* 

A. I hea rd  something about  it. 

Q What d i d  you h e a r ?  

A, That  a whole bunch of peop le  had g o t t e n  k i l l e d  by 
C Tompany, and t hey  s a i d  t h a t  C Company j u s t  went i n  t h e r e  
and k i l l e d  them f o r  no th ing .  T h a t ' s  what I hea rd .  
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Q.  When d i d  you h e a r  t h i s ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  when. 

Q . Was it whi l e  you wcrc on the o p e r a t i o n  o r  a f t e r  
you g o t  back t o  t h e  f i r e  base .  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q .  Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  you n o t  t o  say anyth ing  about 
t h a t ?  

A.  No, n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q Nobody eve r  t o l d  you t o  keep q u i e t  about t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  any way? 

A. No, sir.  I thought  everybody knew about  it. 

Q About t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  about t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. About t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q - D i d n ' t  know about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I 'm t a l k i n g  about 
what occur red  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. Oh. 

Q .  Do you know i f  t h e r e  was any problem wi th  mari juana 
i n  B Company? 

A. I t ' s  n o t  a problem, b u t  t h e r e ' s  q u i t e  a few tha t - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Used i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r . '  

Q How about on ope ra t ions?  

A. Not on o p e r a t i o n s .  Ju s t - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Don? go a long w i t h  t h a t ?  

A. Oh, no! 

MR WALSH: Sounds p r e t t y  dangerous t o  me, b u t  I wasn ' t  t h e r e .  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : GUTHRIE, J i m r n i e  W .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: EOD,  Th i rd  P l a t o o n ,  
B / 4 / 3 .  

4 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

GUTHRIE w a s  neve r  g iven  any i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  
l e g a l i t y  v e r s u s  t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  o f  o r d e r s  (pg. 11). H e  d i d  
n o t  reca l l  s e e i n g  o r  be ing  i s s u e d  t h e  MACV c a r d s  "Nine 
Rules"  orl 'The Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pg. 1 5 )  . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

H e  cou ld  n o t  remember i f  t h e  b r i e f i n g  w a s  g iven  by a 
squad l e a d e r  o r  a l i e u t e n a n t  (pgs.  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  no 
o r d e r s  g iv6n  t o  d e s t r o y  l i v e s t o c k  o r  burn  hoo tches  (pg. 1 3 ) .  
They w e r e  t o l d  t o  expec t  a h o t  LZ (pg.  14). 
3 .  THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

I .  

a. Act ions  on t h e  1 6 t h .  

GUTHRIE came i n  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  (pg.  1 5 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  r eca l l  f i r i n g  by h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  1 6 ) .  They 
r e c e i v e d  some f i r e  from t h e  w e s t  which t h e y  r e t u r n e d  d e s p i t e  
t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  see a t a r g e t  (pgs .  1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  Perhaps  
t h e  f i r i n g  t hey  h e a r d  came from C company 's area (pgs . 1 6  , 
1 7 ) .  A s  t hey  moved n o r t h  L i eu t enan t  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d  
(pg. 1 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  remember s e e i n g  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
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which evacuated e i t h e r  COCHRAN1s b o a o r  t h e  l a t e r  c a s u a l t i e s  
(pg. 1 8 ) .  A f t e r  t h i s ,  t hey  swept through t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  de s t roy ing  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  

hea r ing  any f i r e  i n s i d e  it (pgs .  2 2 ,  2 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  hea r  
t h a t  MILUS set  up a  machinegun and s h o t  eve ry th ing  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  t h a t  moved (pg. 47) . He saw C Company t h a t  n i g h t  a t  
the l a a g e r  s i t e  (pg. 2 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  any ARVN m i l i t a r y  
wi th  them, and he d i d  n o t  hea r  any f i r i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  
n i g h t  (pg. 2 0 ) .  E igh t  o r  n i n e  Vietnamese were k e p t  i n  t h e  
p e r i m e t e r ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  see anyth ing  unusual  happen (pg.21) . 

b.  Actions on t h e  17 th .  

GUTHRIE remembered TAYLOR being wounded by a mine 
on t h e  morning of  t h e  1 7 t h  (pg. 23) . A t  t h e  t ime t h e  w i tnes s  
was moving toward t h e  b r idge  t o  disarm it (pgs .  2 3 ,  24, 2 8 ) .  
They r ece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  a few minutes a f t e r  t h e  mine 
exploded (pgs.  25, 2 7 ) .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  w i tnes s  was about  
halfway a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  (p s .  2 9 )  . The f i r e  was r e t u r n e d  Q 
i n  an exchange t h a t  l a s t e d  f i v e  o r  t e n  minutes (pgs.  25, 
27, 28 ) .  A gunship came i n  and made one o r  two nor th-south 
pas ses  (pgs .  28,  2 9 ) .  Some charges  were s e t  o f f  by o t h e r  
EOD men on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of the b r idge  a long  a t r a i l  i n  
o r d e r  t o  de tona t e  mines o r  booby t r a p s  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pgs.  30, 
3 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  (pg. 3 2 ) .  
Tne p l a toon  went a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  s e t  up a  pe r ime te r  and 
wai ted  f o r  about two hours  (pg. 3 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  moving 
sou th ,  and he  thought  t h a t  t h e i r  l a a g e r  s i t e  t h a t  n i g h t  w a s  
i n  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  b r idge  (pg. 34) . He d i d  n o t  remember any 
d e t a i n e e s  s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg.  3 6 ) .  While 
he r e c a l l e d  a resupply h e l i c o p t e r ,  he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  it 
brought  i n  a resupply of  demol i t ions  (pg.  3 6 ) . 

c .  Act ions  on t h e  18 th .  

He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  B Company r e j o i n i n g  h i s  p l a toon  
on t h e  1 8 t h ,  nor  d i d  he remember s ee ing  any Navy s h i p s  o r  
Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  personne l  (pg. 39 ) . He r e c a l l e d  f i n d i n g  
t h e  body of a  woman t h a t  morning who was b u r i e d  by some o f  
t h e  men i n  t h e  p l a toon  (pgd. 37, 3 8 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  moving no r th  
t o  a l a r g e  v i l l a g e  where they  s p e n t  most of t h e  day rounding 
up r e s i d e n t s  (pgs .  39-41). H e  d i d  n o t  remember a MEDCAP 
team (pg. 4 0 ) ,  nor d i d  he r e c a l l  a  wounded woman be ing  
brought  i n  (pg.  4 4 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  M I  
pe rsonne l  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 4 0 ) .  That n i g h t  t hey  r ece ived  
an o r d e r  t o  f i r e  M-79 rounds o u t s i d e  t h e  pe r ime te r  
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every 30 minutes  (pg. 4 4 ) .  L a t e r  they  r ece ived  a mor ta r  
a t t a c k  and M I L U S  was k i l l e d  (pgs.  4 0 ,  43 ) .  The n e x t  morning 
he went o u t  of t h e  pe r ime te r  and t h e  EOD men w i t h  him blew 
up a dud 81 mrn round and two 105 rounds (pgs.  4 0 ,  42, 4 3 )  .. 

d.  Observat ions  d u r i n s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Except f o r  t h e  woman he saw on t h e  1 8 t h ,  he s a w  no 
bodies  and no f r e s h  graves  (pg. 45) . H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  about  
anyone i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  shoo t ing  up t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  
16 th  (pg. 47) . He d i d  n o t  see o r  h e a r  about Vietnamese be ing  
t o r t u r e d  by U . S  . o r  ARVN m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne l ,  b u t  he s a w  a 
c a p t a i n  q u e s t i o n  some Vietnamese (pg. 46 1 . 
4 .  I N Q U I R I E  AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

GUTHRIE d i d  n o t  know t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  made 
o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 45) . H e  knew o f  no one who w a s  
ques t ioned  about  it (pg. 4 5 ) .  He heard  no rumors t h a t  
c i v i l i a n s  had been unneces sa r i l y  k i l l e d  by e i t h e r  B o r  
C Company (pgs.  45, 43). H e  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
a l a r g e  body count  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 4 5 ) .  H e  w a s  never  
t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  
by Task Force Barker (pg. 4 6 ) .  

5 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  o r  f i v e  pounds of TNT were needed t o  blow up 
a normal-size bunker (pg.  5 ) .  A normal-size bunker w a s  
10 f e e t  deep,  fou r  t o  six f e e t  wide,  and f o u r  f e e t  h igh  
(pg.  5 ) .  S ince  t h e  purpose was t o  cave t h e  bunkers i n ,  
t n e  charges  would be p laced  on t o p  of them (pg. 6 ) .  Usual ly  
EOD personne l  were c a l l e d  when people  wanted bunkers blown 
up (pg. 8)  . He was t h e .  only  man i n  B Company t r a i n e d  i n  
EOD (pg. 2 7 ) .  

b .  While mari juana was used,  he  doubted it w a s  used 
dur ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  (pgs.  46, 4 7 ) .  Captain  MICHLES t o l d  
t n e  company about t h e  adverse  e f f e c t s  of mari juana (pg. 4 7 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

E X H I B I T  
DESCRIPTION NOTES 

' m  PAGES 
W l t  had n o t  s e e n  

MACV Card "Nine Rules"  b e f o r e .  15  
MACV Card "The Enemy I n  Wit n a a  n o t  s e e n  
Your Hands" b e f o r e .  15  

Man h e  saw c a p t a i n  
_Mi.scellaneous Scene t a l k i n q  t o .  1 21 

W i t  d i d  n o t  see the1 
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene group.  21  

-
W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  

Misce l l  aneous  Scene s e e i n q  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  21 
W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  

Misce l l aneous  Scene s e e i n g  p e o p l e  b e f o r e  22 
Looks l i k e  o l d  man 

Misce l l aneous  Scene i n  P-18.  22 
I d e n t i f i e d  o n l y  

P-23 I ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 1 CPT MICHLES. 1 22 
1 W i t  saw Vietnamese l 

Misce l l aneous  Scene n e a r  p e r i m e t e r  o f  19 
v i l l a g e .  

W i t  d i d  n o t  re-
Misce l l aneous  Scene cogn ize  a n y t h i n g  2 0  

i n  pho to .  
I 

W i t  d i d  n o t  re-
P-214 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene cogn ize  anyone. 45 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1007 hour s ,  2 February 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL 
WILSON, LTC NOLL , and MAJ THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Jimmie W .  G U T H R I E .  

(MR G U T H R I E  was c a l l e d  as  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows : )  

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and resi-
dence. 

A. My name i s  Jimmie W .  G U T H R I E .  I l i v e  i n  Alamogordo, 
New Mexico, and I ' m  a computer o p e r a t o r .  

COL WILSON: M r .  GUTHRIE,  we gave you ou r  E x h i b i t  M - 8 1  which 
is o u r  g e n e r a l  in format ion  f o r  w i tnes ses  appear ing  b e f o r e  In-
te rv iew T e a m  C .  Have you read t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I have. 

Q .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  emphasize t h a t  t h i s  is an 
in t e rv i ew team o f  General  PEERS' committee and t h a t  w e  are 
des igna t ed  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  from B / 4 / 3 .  
W e  have no a u t h o r i t y  t o  make f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 
This i s  h i s  p r e r o g a t i v e .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  o t h e r  members 
of h i s  t e a m  may come i n  h e r e  and ask you q u e s t i o n s  du r ing  t h i s  
i n t e rv i ew.  I f  s o ,  I ' l l  i d e n t i f y  them t o  you. There a r e  t h r e e  
members of t h i s  t e a m .  M r .  WALSH is a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  He 
is a t  ano the r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  and he may come back down i n  a 
s h o r t  wh i l e .  He has been appointed by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  
Army t o  assist  General  PEERS. Colonel  NOLL and myself a r e  on 
t h i s  board.  A l l  t h r e e  o f  us have a u t h o r i t y  t o  q u e s t i o n  you. 
Major THOMAS is t h e  r e c o r d e r .  Have you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  opera-
t i o n  w i t h  anyone from your  u n i t  s i n c e  you came back from V i e t -
nam? 
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A. N o ,  s i r ,  I h a v e n ' t .  I d i d n ' t  even know t h i s  t h i n g  
happened w h i l e  I was t h e r e .  I t h o u g h t  it happened a f t e r  I g o t  
o u t .  T h i s  i s  when I h e a r d  a b o u t  i t .  

Q. What was your  a s s ignment  i n  March o f  1968? 

A .  EOD. 

Q Ordnance d i s p o s a l ?  

(Nod i s  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Was t h a t  a TOE job o r  was t h i s  an  a d d i t i o n a l  d u t y ?  

A. T h i s  was i n  w i t h  t h e  company. They asked  f o r  
v o l u n t e e r s  and I went  t o  s c h o o l  i n  H a w a i i  f o r  EOD men. I 
v o l u n t e e r e d  f o r  it. 

Q. What was your  job? 

A. T h i s  w a s  s t i l l  w i t h  t h e  company? 

Q. T h i s  was,  ,I t h i n k ,  an  a d d i t i o n a l  c a p a b i l i t y .  
D i d n ' t  your  MOS ca l l  f o r  something b e s i d e s  EOD? ' 

A. R i g h t ,  11 Bravo.  

Q What i s  t h a t ?  

A. An i n f a n t r y m a n .  

Q And how many d e m o l i t i o n i s t s  d i d  t h e y  have  i n  a ' 

squad when t h e y  s e n t  you a l l  t o  t h i s  s c h o o l  i n  Hawaii .  

A .  W e l l ,  i n  t h e  company, s i r ,  t h e r e  was j u s t  a b o u t  10 
o f  us .  

Q - Did it b r e a k  o u t  s o  many p e r  p l a t o o n ?  

A. The o n l y  ones  I know, s i r ,  came o u t  o f  o u r  company. 

Q. And how l o n g  was t h i s  s c h o o l ?  

A. About 2 months . 
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Q T h i s  was concerned w i t h  ordnance  d i s p o s a l  and 
d e m o l i t i o n ?  

A. R i g h t .  

Q Was t h i s  run  by t h e  b r i g a d e  o r  d i v i s i o n  o r  by some 
o t h e r  i n s  t a l l a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t ,  s i r .  There w e r e  serv icemen o u t  
t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  they  was run  by t h e  b r i g a d e  or  what .  

Q. What was t h e  pr imary  purpose  o f  t h i s  c o u r s e ,  de-
s t r u c t i o n  o f  mines and booby t r a p s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  They n e v e r  d i d  s a y .  They s a i d  
t h e y  p robab ly  would need some EOD men. 

Q Did t h i s  a l s o  i n c l u d e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  d e s t r u c -
t i o n  of  bunkers  and f i e l d  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ?  

A. y e s ,  s i r ,  it d i d .  

Q. I n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t y p e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  d i d  t h e y  
g i v e  you a se t  o f  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  go th rough  when you w e r e  i n  a 
hamle t  t h a t  you h a d n ' t  been  i n  b e f o r e  o r  was s t r a n g e  t o  you ,  
and you w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  demol ish  t h e  underground i n s t a l l a -
t i o n s ,  t u n n e l s ,  abu tments ,  o r  wha tever  you want  t o  c a l l  them. 
Was t h e r e  a p r o c e d u r e  i n  which you w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  a s  t o  how 
t h i s  was t o  b e  done? 

A. Not e x a c t l y ,  s i r .  The o n l y  t h i n g  t h e y  would s a y  
was : " H e r e  ' s  a h o l e ,  I want you t o  blow i t . " The p l a t o o n  
would go i n ,  c l e a r  t h e  a r e a ,  make s u r e  t h e r e  w a s  no c i v i l i a n s  
o r  anybody a round ,  and I would j u s t  go i n  and blow it. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words you were  i n s t r u c t e d - - i t  was n o t  
your  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  was c l e a r e d ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  The o n l y  t i m e  I made 
s u r e  it w a s  c l e a r e d  was b e f o r e  I d e t o n a t e d  it. 

Q What d i d  you do t h e n ,  j u s t  h o l l e r :  "Fire i n  t h e  
h o l e " ?  
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A. W e l l ,  I would walk around,  check a l l  my charges  I 
set, look down and make s u r e  nobody was t h e r e ,  and t h e n  I 'd  
y e l l  : " F i r e  i n  t h e  h o l e .  " 

Q L e t 1 $  d e a l  w i th  a bunker ,  w h i c h  most o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  have.  They check t h a t  bunker and you are going t o  
d e s t r o y  it. D o  you go down i n  t h e r e  and p l a c e  t h e s e  charges  
o r  are they  p l aced  on t op?  

A. I n s i d e .  

Q= How f a r  i n s i d e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  depends how f a r  it goes i n ,  s i r .  
You've got t o  start  from t h e  back and work o u t .  

Q. You have t o  go a l l  t h e  way through .it? 

A. J u s t  about  i f  y o u ' r e  going t o  d e s t r o y  it comple te ly .  

Q- Before you go  down i n t o  t h a t  bunker ,  is  t h e  p l a t o o n
supposed t o  clear i t ?  

. . 
A. They had a couple  of men v o l u n t e e r  a s  t u n n e l  r a t s .  

Q. Who w e r e  t h e y ?  

A. One of  them was FIELDS and a n o t h e r  was a new guy. 
I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. H e  was b rough t  i n .  

Q. FIELDS was a t u n n e l  r a t .  

A. When they  cou ld  g e t  him t o  go i n .  

Q. If you j u s t  had two of  them and one w a s  r e l u c t a n t  
t o  go  i n  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  much c l e a r i n g  done,  w a s  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. W e  never  had much t r o u b l e .  You'd 
probably  pick up a couple  more now and t h e n  who would g e t  t h e  
u rge  t o  go down i n  f h e r e  and s e e  what i t ' s  l i k e .  T h a t ' s  where 
you u s u a l l y  pick them up,  j u s t  curiosity. 
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Q. A l l  r i g h t .  They s a y ,  " H e r e ' s  a h o l e ;  blow it. " 
You assume by t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  i s  c l e a r e d  and go i n t o  it. You 
have t o  if you p u t  your  c h a r g e s  down i n  t h e r e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q. You go i n  t h e r e  and s e t  y o u r  c h a r g e s  a n d ' d e t o n a t e  
it, r i g h t ?  

A. R i g h t . 
0. F o r  a normal - s i ze  bunker  how much d e m o l i t i o n s  are 
w e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ?  

A. Demol i t ion  team? 

Q. N o ,  how much d e m o l i t i o n s  w e r e  you p u t t i n g  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I t  a l l  depends on what  s i z e  h o l e  you g o t .  

Q. The a v e r a g e  s i z e .  


A,  Usually about 4 o r  5 pounds. 


Q. 4 or  5 pounds? 

A. Of TNT. 

Q- Could you g i v e  m e  t h e  d imensions  o f  t h e  h o l e  t h a t  
c o u l d  be demol i shed  by 4 o r  5 pounds o f  TNT? 

A. I s u r e  c o u l d n ' t .  

Q. Could you g i v e  m e  the dimensions  of a n  average- 

s i z e  bunker .  


A. Oh, I f i g u r e  a b o u t  10 f e e t  deep,  anywhere from 4 

t o  6 feet wide ,  and 4 f e e t  h i g h .  


Q . 4 f e e t  h i g h .  Four t o  6 f e e t  wide and 10 f e e t  

under the s u r f a c e .  Is t h a t  what  you mean by deep? 


A *  R i g h t ,  sir. 
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Q 10 f e e t  from t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  from t h e  s u r -
f a c e  o f  t h e  ground,  i s  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  bunker.  

A. R igh t ,  t h i s  is  t o p  i n s i d e .  

Q Then g o t  a n o t h e r  4 o r  5 f e e t  which is  t h e  
h e i g h t  o f  the bunker .  

A. Right .  

Q . Then you 've  g o t  a wid th  of what? 

A. 4 f e e t  i n s i d e .  4 t o  6 f e e t  i n s i d e .  

Q. You c a n ' t  g e t  many people  i n  t h e r e .  

A .  No, you c a n ' t .  Mostly j u s t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  l i v e  
i n  t h a t  house .  

Q You can  demolish t h a t  w i t h  about  4 o r  5 pounds of 
TNT ? 

A. P r e t t y ,  w e l l ,  s o  you c a n ' t  g e t  i n s i d e  of  it anyway. 
I d o n ' t  know what it does f o r  damage i n  t h e  i n s i d e .  I neve r  
have been a b l e  t o  g e t  back i n s i d e  of  one. 

\ 

Q - Where do you p l a c e  t h e s e  charges?  What a r e  you 
do ing ,  s e a l i n g  o f f  t h e  e n t r a n c e ?  

A. J u s t  cave i t  i n  i s  what w e  k e  t r y i n g - t o  do, 
P l a n t e d  them mos t ly  i n  t h e  s i d e  and i n  t h e  t o p ,  and t h e n  g e t  
one on t o p .  

Q. You p u t  charges  on t op?  

A. I f  I can.  I f  you cou ld  g e t  them t o  mount up t h e r e ,  
you u s u a l l y  p u t  one up t h e r e .  

Q. Now, normal ly  you would go i n t o  t h e  back.  You say  
you 'd work from t h e  back.  

A. You would go a s  f a r  a s  you cou ld  t o  t h e  back and 
s t a r t  back t h e r e ,  about- - leave a couple  f e e t  from t h e  end be-
cause  y o u ' r e  n o t  go ing  t o  blow t h a t  end anyway. I t  was p r e t t y  
w e l l  covered up. 
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Q s  And p u t  your charges  on t h e  f l o o r ?  

A. No, I p u t  them on t h e  w a l l .  

Q =  Halfway up? 

A. About t h a t .  

Q- And j u s t  work o u t  from t h e r e .  

A. Right  . 
Q What would you do i n  t h e  en t r ance?  What would you 
do t h e r e ,  any th ing?  

A. No, n o t  e x a c t l y .  I ' d  s a y  about ano the r  3 o r  4 
f e e t  i n s i d e  t h e r e  you s e t  t h e  l a s t  charge.  You s t r i n g  your
w i r e  on o u t  o r  you 've  g o t  a t i m e  f u se  f o r  it.  W e  u s u a l l y  
used electric b l a s t i n g  caps  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Now, how many t imes do you g e t  t h i s  requirement .  
W e  hear about people  running around wi th  one-half  pound of TNT 
and some composi t ion C wrapped around it and a b l a s t i n g  cap i n  
it, and throwing t h e s e  down i n  t h e  bunkers .  Where does that  
f a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I never  run a c r o s s  t h a t .  

Q. I was going t o  say  have you e v e r  seen  them do 
t h a t ,  throwing something i n  a bunker.  What could  it b e ,  a 
f r a g  grenade,  r i g h t ?  You d i d n ' t  have any concussion grenades ,  
d i d  you? 

A. Yes, sir ,  we had those .  I guess it w a s n ' t  e i t h e r .  
Concussion grenades ,  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about when they  h i t  t h e  
ground? 

Q .  I mean t h e  ones t h a t  were exp los ive  and no--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q e  Thi s  i s  what it sounded l i k e ,  they  were wrapping 
TNT. But normally t h i s  w a s n ' t  done, was it. Did you e v e r  see 
it? 
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A. I neve r  run a c r o s s  it. I never  d i d .  

Q .  So when they  wanted t o  blow a  bunker  t h e y  would 
have t o  cal l  one o f  t h e  EOD peop le .  Now, was t h i s  a p r e t t y  
b i g  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e s e  hamle t s .  Would they  go i n  t h e r e  and blow 
most of  t h e s e  bunkers?  

A. I t h i n k  I might  have blown one. 

Q. One bunker?  

A. One bunker ,  and most ly  ' I  blew mines.  

Q. And t h i s  one bunker  t h a t  you blew,  where was t h a t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  a good q u e s t i o n .  

Q You don 't remember? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember a t  a l l .  I t  was on t h e  o u t s i d e  of  
a  v i l l a g e ,  j u s t  a s  w e  come i n .  

Q - W e l l ,  normal ly  when you went i n ,  your  p a r t i c u l a r  
job i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f i e l d  was t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of mines and 
bombs and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  I t  d o e s n ' t  t a k e  much of a c h a r g e ,  
does  i t ?  

A. No, it d o n ' t .  J u s t  enough t o  b reak  t h e  c a s i n g  of 
it. 

Q. You d o n ' t  have t o  c a r r y  a heavy l o a d  o f  demol i t i ons  
w i t h  you,  do you? 

A. No, I u s u a l l y  c a r r i e d  about  10 o r  15  pounds. 

Q Did you have one o f  t h e s e  l i t t l e  d e m o l i t i o n  bags?  

A. No, I had t o  scrounge mine up. I had t o  use a 
claymore bag  most ly  and my pack.  

Q And where d i d  you c a r r y  your  d e t o n a t o r s ?  

A. I n  my pocke t ,  my s h i r t  pocke t .  

Q - I n  a l i t t l e ,  wooden box? 
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A .  Right  . 
Q • A l i t t l e ,  r e d ,  wooden box. 

A. Y e s ,  I guess  i t  would be  r e d ,  k i n d  of  l i g h t  co l -
o red .  

Q. And you s ay  you p r i m a r i l y  used e lec t r ic  d e t o n a t i o n .  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q Did you have a b l a s t i n g  machine w i th  you? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  Where I g o t  my e l e c t r i c i t y  from was from 
e i t h e r  a b a t t e r y  o f f  a r a d i o  o r  from a d e t o n a t o r  o f f  a c lay-
more mine. a 

Q .  Those machines a r e  something else t o  c a r r y .  A s  I 
unders tand  i t ,  B Company a t  any r a t e  a s  a r u l e  d i d n ' t  normally 
go i n  and j u s t  r e a l l y  e l i m i n a t e  bunkers?  

A .  No, and a s  f a r  a s  I know t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  one w e  
de s t royed .  

Q. If t h e r e  were any e x p l o s i v e s  b e i n g  thrown i n  t h e  
bunkers ,  it was f o r  casua l ty -produc ing  purposes  o r  t o  clear 
them? 

A .  If t h e r e  was something down i n  t h e r e  and t h e y  
c o u l d n ' t  g e t  it o u t ,  t hey  always would t r y  t o  g e t  it,o u t  t h e  
b e s t  way t h a t  t h e y  cou ld .  A f t e r  t h a t  I d o n ' t  know. I f  t hey  
would throw a charge  i n  it, t h e y  would more o r  less come o u t .  

Q Was it normal pr 'ocedure? Was t h e r e  any i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  g iven  abou t  t h e s e ?  Were you supposed t o  h o l l e r  any th ing  
f i r s t ?  

A. Yes, you 'd  u s u a l l y  h o l l e r  q u i t e  a b i t .  Some of  
the guys knew t h e  Vietnamese language and t r i e d  t o  g e t  them 
o u t  of  t h e r e .  If they  know t h e r e  a r e  c i v i l i a n s  down t h e r e ,  
they  would g e t  them o u t .  But i f .  t h e y  know t h e r e  a r e  VC down 
there, t h e y  w o n ' t  go down a f t e r  them. T h e y ' l l  g e t  them o u t  
somehow and d e s t r o y  t h e  bunker .  
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Q W e l l ,  t h ey  ' r e  n o t  r e a l l y  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  bunker ,  
t hey  're throwing a handgrenade.  

A .  N o ,  n o t  t h a t  way. 

Q. How d i d  t h e y  d e s t r o y  i t ?  

A. They blew it. 

Q - W e l l ,  you only  d i d  t h a t  once.  

A. I ' m  s a y i n g  t h a t  i f  t h e y  knew t h e r e  was VC i n  t h e r e ,  
and a f t e r  t hey  would g e t  them o u t ,  w e  would go back i n  t h e r e  
and d e s t r o y  i t  and see i f  t hey  had any th ing  hidden down i n  
t h e r e .  

LTC NOLL: What w a s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  average  bunker  of  a 
home? W a s  i t  down i n  t h e  ground a couple  o f  f e e t  or was it 
j u s t  sandbags? 

A. Some o f  them were down i n  t h e  ground w i t h  heavy 
l o g s  and d i r t .  Some of  them w e r e  down i n  t h e  ground j u s t  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  w i t h  l o g s .  They w e r e  p r e t t y  t h i c k .  

COL WILSON: What was your  p l a t o o n ,  your  squad ass ignment?  

A. On t h i s  day? 

Q. On 1 6  March. 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I d o n ' t  even know where I was t h a t  
day. 

Q You w e r e  i n  t h e  3d P l a toon ,  w e r e n ' t  you. You d o n ' t  
know which squad? 

A. I w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  a s s igned  t o  any squad.  I was j u s t  
up t h e r e  by t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  I ' d  s t a y  beh ind  t h e  FO. 

Q You w e r e  i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  group.  Okay, l e t ' s  
be s u r e  t h a t  we've g o t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  f i x e d  i n  your  mind be-
f o r e  w e  go t o  any q u e s t i o n s  on it. This  day t h a t  w e ' r e  
t a l k i n g  abou t ,  when t h e  o p e r a t i o n  took p l a c e ,  was t h e  day t h a t  
L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  Do you remember t h a t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do ,  very w e l l .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  That  i s  t h e  day we a r e  t a l k i n g  about .  
Tha t  is t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w e  a re  t a l k i n g  about .  L a t e r  on i n  t h a t  
o p e r a t i o n ,  MILUS was k i l l e d .  TAYLOR w a s  wounded. Now t h i s  
ought  t o  f i x  t h e  t i m e .  

A .  I remember t h e  day w e l l  when L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN 
w a s  k i l l e d .  

Q- One q u e s t i o n  b e f o r e  I g e t  t o  t h i s  b r i e f i n g .  Were 
you e v e r  g iven  a c l a s s  a t  any t i m e  which was concerned w i t h  
t h e  l e g a l  a s p e c t s  of  o f f i c i a l  o r d e r s ,  a s  t o  whe ther  t h e r e  was 
a t y p e  o r d e r . w h i c h  d i d n ' t  have t o  be  obeyed because  it was il-
l e g a l ?  Did you e v e r  h e a r  of any th ing  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q I t  might  have come connected w i t h  t h e  Geneva Con-
v e n t i o n  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

A. I h e a r d  t h a t  q u i t e  o f t e n  b u t  no th ing  t o  t h e  o t h e r  
e f f e c t .  

Q. Nothing about  t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s .  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q On t h e  15 th  o f  March, whlch was t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  
combat a s s a u l t ,  who t o l d  you and what d i d  t hey  s ay  about  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  b e i n g  conducted f o r  t h e  n e x t  day? 

A. W e l l ,  i f  anybody would have t o l d  u s ,  it probab ly  
would have been L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  
what he s a i d .  

Q You had a p e r i o d  t h e r e  where you had an  NCO runn ing
the p l a t o o n ,  t o o .  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  because  3d P l a toon  neve r  
d i d  l o s e  anybody u n t i l  w e  l o s t  L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS. A s  I can re-
ca l l ,  w e  had a n o t h e r  l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  came o v e r  w i t h  us .  I 
can 't remember h i s  name. 

LTC NOLL: L i e u t e n a n t  CARTER? 
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A. R i g h t ,  s i r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  CARTER. A s  f a r  a s  I know, 
he  never  had l e f t  t h e  p l a t o o n .  

COL WILSON: Now, you 've  g o t  t o  remember one t h i n g ,  w e ' r e  
t a l k i n g  abou t  a p e r i o d  o f  3 o r  4 days a t  t h e  most.  People  
d i s a p p e a r  f o r  4 o r  5 days and you may n o t  even r e a l i z e  t h e y ' r e  
gone. I imagine  he cou ld  go on R & R  and you might  n o t  even 
know about  it. 

A. T h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q .  A t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  took p l a c e ,  you d i d n ' t  
have an o f f i c e r  a s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  a s  f a r  a s  w e  lve been a b l e  t o  
de te rmine .  But  you t h i n k  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  normal ly  b r i e f e d .  
Did he  normal ly  b r i e f  t h e  whole p l a toon  o r  d i d  he  b r i e f  t h e  
squad l e a d e r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  l'm s u r e  t h a t  he d i d  i f  he  t o l d  us  abou t  it, 
because  he  w a s  p r e t t y  good abou t  g e t t i n g  us a l l  t o g e t h e r  and 
b r i e f i n g  us a t  one t i m e  and a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s .  

Q .  You d o n ' t  remember anybody say ing :  "Well,  w e ' r e  
go ing  t o  l e a v e  i n  t h e  morning. We're go ing  t o  have  n i n e  h e l i -  
c o p t e r s  o u t  h e r e .  Y o u ' l l  t a k e  h e l i c o p t e r  s o  and s o .  W e ' l l  be  
on t h e  second  l i f t .  W e '  11 t a k e  2-days r a t i o n s ,  " o r  words t o  
t h i s  e f f e c t ?  

A. I can  remember t h i s  I t h i n k .  

Q 9 Who t o l d  you? 

A. One l i e u t e n a n t ,  b u t  I s u r e  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you who. 
H e  was t h e  one  t h a t  u s u a l l y  t o l d  us what w e  w e r e  go ing  t o  do, 
how w e  w e r e  go ing  t o  do it, and what  w e  w e r e  go ing  t o  do a f t e r  
w e  g o t  t h e r e ,  

Q. he squad l e a d e r s  d o n ' t  do t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t hey  ao .  I f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  d o e s n ' t  t a l k  
t o  us a l l  a t  one  t i m e ,  h e  would j u s t  ca l l  i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  ser-
g e a n t s  and squad l e a d e r s  and t a l k  t o  them. T h e y ' l l  come back 
o u t  and t e l l  us .  

Q - Now, on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  you d o n ' t  remember 
what was - -
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What was s a i d  about  i t? No, I s u r e  
d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he b rought  us a l l  i n  o r  t h e  squad 
l e a d e r s  went up and t a l k e d  t o  him and came back o u t .  Usual ly  
i f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  cou ld  g e t  us a l l  together, he would j u s t  as 
soon g e t  us a l l  t o g e t h e r  and ask  us q u e s t i o n s  about  it. 

Q =  This  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  was an o p e r a t i o n  which 
i nc luded  t h e  e n t i r e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  a l o t  of h e l i c o p t e r s  on it. 
I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  how I can r e c a l l  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  
t o  you. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what you w e r e  t o l d  b e f o r e  you 
went i n  t h e r e ,  a s  opposed t o  what happened a f t e r  you g o t  i n  
t h e r e .  I want t o  s e p a r a t e  t h l s  because  w e  are go ing  t o  review 
a few t h i n g s  t h a t  happenea. Le t  m e  ask  you some s p e c i f i c  
q u e s t i o n s .  Were t h e r e  any o r d e r s  g iven  concern ing  t h e  de-
s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  hootches  and food stock? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  The a r t i l l e r y  p r e t t y  
w e l l  t ook  care o f  t h a t .  

Q - What a r t i l l e r y ?  

A .  The f i r e  s u p p o r t .  

Q. What, bu rn ing  hoo tches?  

A. A s  I can recall  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any th ing  l e f t  a f t e r  
the f i r e  s t r i k e ,  a f t e r  t h e  w h i t e  phosphorous g o t  th rough .  

Q. Did you see any w h i t e  phosphorous? 

A. I 'rn a lmos t  s u r e  t hey  f i r e d  some from o f f  t h e  h i l l .  

Q - I n  o t h e r  words,  you r e c e i v e d  no s p e c i f i c  o r d e r s  
about-- the p l a t o o n  r e c e i v e d  no s p e c i f i c  o r d e r s  about  bu rn ing  
the houses?  

A .  No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can  r e c a l l .  

Q How about  t h e  destruction o f  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  w e  neve r  d i d  touch any l i v e s t o c k .  

Q. You neve r  d i d ?  

A .  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  
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Q What was t h e  normal p rocedure  when you went i n t o  
what  might  be  c o n s i d e r e d  .a h o s t i l e  a r e a  on t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
houses  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. W e l l ,  u s u a l l y  w e  d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  the houses .  W e  
d i d n ' t  h u r t  any th ing  e x c e p t  f o r  s h e l t e r  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  peop l e .  
W e  d i d n ' t  d e s t r o y  them u n l e s s  w e  j u s t  had t o ,  and a s  f a r  a s  I 
know w e  neve r  d i d  d e s t r o y  any.  A t  l e a s t  I d o n ' t  know any th ing  
abou t  it i f  t h e y  d i d .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t hey  d i d  some. Some of  
t h e  peop l e  cou ld  have  d e s t r o y e d  them. 

9- Did you know what t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  was i n  t h i s  
a r e a  o r  what  t h e y  t o l d  you i t  was? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  They t o l d  us w e  w e r e  go ing  t o  g e t  
dropped i n t o  - a h o t  LZ,  and w e  ' d r e c e i v e  f i r e  as soon a s  w e  
touched ground o r  b e f o r e .  W e  d i d  r e c e i v e  f i r e ,  b u t  it wasn ' t 
much. 

Q They t o l d  you you were go ing  i n t o  a h o t  LZ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What was supposed t o  be t h e r e ?  

A. They r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  s a y  t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  j u s t  
t h a t  w e  w e r e  go ing  t o  be dropped i n t o  a h o t  LZ. There  probab-
l y  would b e  VC t h e r e  I assumed. 

Q. Do you know what t h e  p l a t o o n s  of  t h e  company, what 
each p l a t o o n  w a s  supposed t o  do? Did anybody t e l l  you abou t  
that? 

A. No, t h e y  d i d n ' t .  

Q Do you know what each  of t h e  squads  i n  your  p l a -
toon was supposed t o  do? 

A .  W e l l ,  sir--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h e y  had any 
ass ignment  l i k e  t h a t .  

A. W e l l ,  u s u a l l y  you would j u s t  g e t  down and' g e t  a l l  
your  d i f f e r e n t  squads ,  and t h e y  had d i f f e r e n t  l i t t l e  a r e a s  t o  
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go t o .  When w e  would g e t  t h e r e  w e  would g e t  o rgan ized ,  and 
t h e  p la toon  would t e l l  you which d i r e q t i o n  t o  go. T h a t ' s  t h e  
way it u s u a l l y  worked. 

Q. This  i s  E x h i b i t  M-2 and i s  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules." 
It is  a f a c s i m i l e .  Have you e v e r  seen  t h i s  ca rd?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  I might have a t  one t ime ,  
b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q. Thi s  i s  Exhibi t  M - 3 ,  ano the r  f a c s i m i l e  of  a card .  
Have you e v e r  s een  t h a t  ca rd  e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands"? 

A .  I remember s e e i n g  some k ind  of ca rd ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  one o r  n o t .  

Q- You. d o n ' t  remember i f  you were i s s u e d  t h e s e  ca rds?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  we were. I remember 
s e e i n g  some k ind  of ca rd  t h a t  was i s s u e d ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  say i f  
t h e s e  a r e  t h e  ones o r  n o t *  A s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  I)d o n ' t  know 
what t h e  ca rds  were t h a t  were i s s u e d  t o  u s ,  b u t  I do remember 
s e e i n g  something l i k e  it. I t  could  have been t h e  one. 

Q. We're going i n t o  the o p e r a t i o n  now, and I want t o  
ask a couple  o f  q u e s t i o n s  b e f o r e  we show you some photographs.  
D i d  you r e c e i v e  any f i r e  p r i o r  t o  l and ing?  

A. No, s i r ,  not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. Were you on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  t h e  second l i f t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was on t h e  second l i f t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  
e i t h e r  the first  or the  second l i f t .  I know t h e r e  w e r e  s t i l l  
some more choppers t o  come i n  a f t e r  we d i d .  

Q. There were only two l i f t s .  

A. I t  must have been t h e  f i r s t  one. 

Q - Were your doorgunners f i r i n g  a s  you approached 
the l and ing  zone? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  o u r s  was. They could have been. 
W e  w e r e n ' t  on t h e  o u t s i d e  chopper,  we were on t h e  i n s i d e .  I 
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d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he  was f i r i n g .  O f  cou r se ,  he cou ld  have been.  
I j u s t  neve r  n o t i c e d  it. 

Q - Did you r e c e i v e  f i r e  a f t e r  you h i t  t h e  ground? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  d i d .  I t h i n k  it was a f t e r  a l i t t l e  
b i t  and w e  r e c e i v e d  some f i r e .  ' 

Q Which d i r e c t i o n  was it coming from do you know? 

A. Fac ing  Up t igh t  on a h i l l '  coming from o u r  r i g h t .  

Q - T h a t ' s  from t h e  s e a .  

A. Sea ,  r i g h t ,  go ing  towards Upt igh t  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN 
w a s  k i l l e d  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ,  s o  i t  had t o  be on t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  

Q The f i r e  was from t h e  l e f t ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q.  Tha t  was coming from t h e  w e s t .  C Company was 
do ing  an awful  l o t  o f  f i r i n g  o v e r  t h e r e .  Do you suppose t h a t  
t h i s  cou ld  have  been C Company's f i r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  There  was a company 
o v e r  t h e r e  and came t o  us l a t e r .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  was 
C Company o r  n o t .  

Q I ' l l  show you how t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  deve loped ,  and 
w e ' l l  g e t  a pho to  o u t  and r e c o r d  some d e t a i l s .  

( C o l o n e l -WILSON o r i e n t e d  the w i t n e s s  u s i n g  E x h i b i t  
MAP-4 and P-168.) 

T h i s  i s  t h e  same photograph you have  j u s t  been 
o r i e n t e d  on. These a r e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  have been r eco r -
ded t o  have t a k e n  p l a c e .  The f i r s t  l i f t  touched  down a t  
0815. The second l i f t  touched down a t  0827. Photo  P-206 
shows a r o c k e t  go ing  i n t o  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone. P-207 shows more 
r o c k e t s  l a n d i n g  i n  what  was t o  be  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone. Do you 
recal l  s e e i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ?  Did you see t h a t  from 
t h e  a i r ?  D o  you remember t h a t  b e i n g  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone? 
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A. No, s i r ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  I t  d o n ' t  look l i k e  it a t  
a l l  r e a l l y .  Where I r e c a l l  w e  l anded ,  it was j u s t  f l a t  r i c e  
paddy, no water, no no th ing .  There w a s n ' t  a l l  t h i s  o t h e r  s t u f f  
i n  here .  This  photograph appears  t o  be a graveyard.  

Q. Now, you s a i d  t h a t  t h e  f i r i n g  was coming from t h e  
w e s t  back ove r  i n  h e r e ,  and some 1,200 t o  1,400 m e t e r s  from your 
l and ing  zone w a s  C Company's o p e r a t i o n .  D o  you recall whe-
t h e r  t h e r e  w a s  any-- this  f i r i n g  t h a t  you heard ,  whether t h e r e  
w a s  any incoming f i r e  i n  your d i r e c t i o n ?  You can normally t e l l  
i f  t h a t  s t u f f  i s  popping around you.  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I know t h a t  w e  r e t u r n e d  f i r e  
back t h e r e .  

Q- But d i d  you s e e  anyth ing  t o  f i r e  a t ?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Okay, you hopped o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  You s a i d  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  you r ece ived  f i r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q F i r e  was r e t u r n e d  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  Was it re-
t u r n e d  by t h e  1st P la toon ,  2d P l a toon ,  o r  what? 

A. 1st P la toon  d i d  f i r e .  

Q. Then you moved no r th  and L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN w a s  
h i t  by a mine? 

A. Y e s ,  he  was h i t  by a mine. 

Q. W e  have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  booby t r a p  w a s  t r i p p e d  
a t  0845 t h a t  morning, and t h e r e  were f o u r  wounded w i t h  him 
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  him. Then a t  0 9 3 0 ,  which is  4 5  minutes  later ,  
a second booby t r a p  was t r i p p e d  and t h r e e  were wounded. 

A. Now, t h i s  is  s t i l l  i n  t h e  same a r e a .  

Q From what we have been a b l e  t o  determine it was 
probably w i t h i n  100 o r  200 meters. 
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A. Okay. 

Q- Now, t h e r e  w e r e  two h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  came i n  t o  
evacua t e  t h e s e  peop le .  Did you see e i t h e r  one of  them? 

A. I f  I ' d  s e e n  any one of them it probab ly  would have 
been L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  I d i d  o r  n o t .  

H e  was i n  the f i r s t  group? 

H e  was i n  t h e  f i r s t  group. 

Q. P o s s i b l y  one of  t h e s e  h e l i c o p t e r s  cou ld  have been 
t h e  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  t h a t  belonged t o  Colonel  BARKER. 
You d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  was? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  s i r .  I wou ldn ' t  know i f  I ' d  s een  it 
u n l e s s  somebody t o l d  m e .  

Q .  W e l l ,  t h i s  s h i p ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  wou ldn ' t  have medical  
markings on it. 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  h e  was t h e  one t h a t  came i n  o r  
n o t ,  s ir .  

Q I n  t h e  meantime t h e  1 s t  P l a toon  moved on down t h e  
t r a i l  t h a t  you c r o s s e d  and moved on down toward t h e  e a s t  and 
w a s  c r o s s i n g  t h a t  b r i d g e .  They r e p o r t e d  a t  0 9 5 5  t h a t  12 VC 
w e r e  k i l l e d ,  and t h e y  conducted t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  a f t e r  t h a t .  
Now, what I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  what i n  your  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  
occu r r ed  a f t e r  t h e s e  wounded w e r e  evacua ted .  A f t e r  t h e s e  two 
booby t r a p s  w e r e  d e t o n a t e d  o r  mines,  whichever  t h e y  may b e ,  
probably  mines,  what happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  Did you go o v e r  
t h e r e ?  Did you do any ordnance d i s p o s a l  o r  any th ing  a t  t h a t  
t ime?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you s t a y  w i th  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  

A. Not e x a c t l y  w i t h  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  I was o u t  
i n  f r o n t  o f  him a l i t t l e  ways. W e  s t a r t e d  on o u r  sweep, I 
b e l i e v e ,  a f t e r  w e  took c a r e  o f  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN and h i s  
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men. We s t a r t e d  t o  sweep o u t  a ways. I'm s u r e  we must have 
s topped long enough, i f  t h e r e  was a chopper t o  come i n ,  t o  
set up a pe r ime te r  f o r  it. W e  d i d  s t a r t  our  sweep. 

Q. Where d i d  you go? D o  you know? 

A. Right  s t r a i g h t  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  sweeping on 
s o r t  of an angle .  We d i d n ' t  go r i g h t  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  it. 

Q- Well,  d i d  you s e t  up a command p o s t  o r  something 
t h a t  day, la ter  t h a t  day? 

A. W e  se t  up an o u t s i d e  pe r ime te r  and s t a y e d  t h e r e  
f o r  a whi le .  

Q. Outside  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. N o ,  t h i s  was a f t e r  we swept through,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. Did anyth ing  happen i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. N o t  t h a t  I know o f .  They picked up a few c i v i l -  
i ans .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e r e  and I t h i n k  we 
ques t ioned  them. That  w a s  about. i t .  

Q. I show you E x h i b i t  P-208.  Did you e v e r  see those  
people? 

A. I t h i n k  I d i d ,  s i r .  

Q. Where was t h a t ?  

A, -1 b e l i e v e  it was j u s t  on t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  I b e l i e v e  I d i d  see them. 

Q. Right i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  per imeter?  

A. They. were i n s i d e  t h e  pe r ime te r  when I 'd seen them, 

Q. What happened t o  t hose  people?  

A. I t h i n k  they  brought  a chopper i n  and took them 
ou t .  I w a s  on t h e  o t h e r  side. I come over  h e r e  t o  p ick  up 
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some r a t i o n s ,  and I ' d  s e e n  some people .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e s e  
w e r e  t h e  ones o r  n o t .  

Q. Were t h e s e  by t h e  company headqua r t e r s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it &as .  I ' m  n o t  r e a l  s u r e .  I t  was 
c l o s e  t o  t h e  a r e a  anyway. I ' d  s een  them when I was going up 
t h a t  way. 

Q What about  P-209? Do you r ecogn ize  any th ing  i n  
t h a t  photograph? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it e x c e p t  it might  be 
where t h e  CP was se t  up a t .  

Q Did you see any A R V N ' s  o r  Vietnamese Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  come i n t o  t h e  company t h a t  day? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you see C Company when they  l i n k e d  up? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  any of them? 

A. I might have passed  a few words what  t h e i r  miss ion  
was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  Tha t  was about  a l l .  I ' m  s u r e  w e  t a l -
ked t o  them. W e  always do when w e  see some o f  t h e  o t h e r  com-
pan i e s  o u t  t h e r e .  W e  u s u a l l y ,  when p a s s i n g  through; t a l k  t o  
them a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q Did you see any ARVN with1 C Company, Vietnames-e 
m i l i t a r y ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I on ly  s een  a few of them. 

Q You d i d n ' t  see any t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Did you h e a r  any f i r i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. N o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  
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Q - Did anyth ing  unusual  happen t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  you 
can remember? 

A. NQ, s ir .  W e  had a f e w  c i v i l i a n s  w i th  us we  wouldn ' t  
release u n t i l  t h e  morning. 

Q. Where were they, i n s i d e  t h e  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No, w e  had them down t h e r e .  They w e r e  down i n  
the area w e  were s e t  i n  a t ,  e i g h t  or  n ine  of them down t h e r e .  

Q Who w a s  w i th  them? 

A, The on ly  one t h a t  was down t h e r e  w i th  them w a s  
the ones t h a t  se t  up a pe r ime te r  around this area, around 
t h e  whole CP group. 

Q They were i n s i d e  t h e  pe r ime te r  then?  

Q How many were t h e r e ?  

A. Eigh t  o r  n ine .  @ 

Q- D o  you remember s e e i n g  any VC? P-18? 

A. I t h i n k  I remember s e e i n g  t h i s  o l d  f e l l ow back h e r e .  

0. The o l d  man f a c i n g  t h e  camera i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  H e ' s  
the one you are t a l k i n g  about? 

A. H e  might have been one of them. The c a p t a i n  w a s  
t a l k i n g  to t h a t  one back t h e r e  i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  one I ' m  t h i n k i n g  
o f .  I s a w  him. T h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q - What about  t h i s  group? P-19? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you e v e r  see t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  P-20? 

A. I don' t recall .  This  must have been where t h e  
81 ' s  w e r e '  set up a t  I guess .  T h a t ' s  t h e  weapons. 
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Q What a b o u t  t h e s e  two peop le  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  back 
p a r t  o f  t h e  pho tograph ;  t h e  one  w i t h o u t  t h e  he lmet  s t a n d i n g  
and t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  l a d y  on t h e  ground? Did you e v e r  see t h o s e  
p e o p l e  be  f o r e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q How a b o u t  t h e s e  two? Did you e v e r  see t h o s e  m i l i -
t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  b e f o r e ,  P-21? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can  r e c a l l .  

A .  T h a t  man, I ' m  s u r e  I ' v e  s e e n  t h a t  man, b u t  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e  o t h e r  two. 

Q You s a y  i n . P - 2 2  photograph t h e  o l d  man i s  t h e  same 
a s  t h e  o l d  man i n  P-18? 

A .  H e ' s  g o t  a b e a r d .  I t  looks  l i k e  him. I 'm n o t  
s u r e  it i s  though.  

.1 
Q - P-23? 

A .  A l l  I know t h e r e  i s  t h e  c a p t a i n .  

Q MICHLES is  on the l e f t .  Have you e v e r  s e e n  e i t h e r  
o f  t h e s e  t w o  Vietnamese s o l d i e r s  b e f o r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I h a v e n ' t  s e e n  them. I f  t h e y  w e r e  i n  
t h e  same uniform,  t h a t ' s  t h e  t h i n g .  I f  t h e y  w e r e  i n  t h e  same 
uni form,  I p robab ly  would r e c o g n i z e  them. 

LTC NOLL: Did you e v e r  d e s t r o y  any food? Did you d e s t r o y  
t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  day when you swept  i t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  d e s t r o y e d  a n y t h i n g  i n  it t h a t  
day.  

COL WILSON: Did you h e a r  any f i r i n g  o r  e x p l o s i v e s  i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  While w e  was i n s i d e ,  s i r ?  
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Q e  Y e s .  

As I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  heard any f i r i n g  whi le  w e  was 
i n s i d e  the  v i l l a g e .  

LTC NOLL: Was t h a t  a p r e t t y  s l o w  day? 

A. You mean enemy-wise? 

Q. Yes, what you d id?  

A. Y e s ,  it w a s .  There wasnl t much a c t i v i t y  a t  a l l  
t h a t  day where w e  went. 

COL WILSON: The next  morning t h e  1st Platoon had one man 
wounded on a booby t r a p  down t h e r e  by t h e  br idge .  That w a s  
repor ted  a t  0 810. 

As I t  w a s  a mine, sir ,  is what it was. They c a l l e d  
it i n  and asked me t o  come across  the  br idge .  A s  I w a s  ap-
proaching t h e  b r idge ,  he mus t  have stepped on it or  something 
o r  played around with it, and it went o f f .  H e ' s  the  one t h a t  
found i t  and repor ted  it, and h e ' s  t h e  one t h a t  detonated it. 

Q. Who? 

A. The fel low t h a t  found it. I c a n ' t  remember his 
name. 

Q - TAYLOR? 

A. TAYLOR. 

Q - TAYLOR w a s  wounded. 

A. Right.  From what I understand, h e ' s  the one t h a t  
found it. 

Q You mean he found it before  he w a s  wounded? 

A. From what I could f i n d  o u t ,  he d id .  They c a l l e d  
us over. They had m e  come over  or s t a r t  t o  come over.  

Q. And t h a t ' s  when i t  detonated? 
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A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q.  And he was messing around wi th  i t ?  

A .  He must have been.  

LTC NOLL: Did he l o s e  h i s  ba l ance?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I w a s  j u s t  coming ac ros s  t h e  
b r idge  o r  j u s t  approaching it when it went o f f .  

COL WILSON: Where was t h a t  mine? 

A. ' Right below t h e  b r i d g e .  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  w a s  o f f  t o  t he  s i d e  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
b i t .  

Q W a s  i t  on an i n c l i n e  o r  something where somebody 
could f a l l  o f f  on i t ?  

! 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was. I t h ink  it was j u s t  b u r l e d  
i n  t h e  sand.  

Q. And how long had you been on t h e  way up t h e r e ?  
How long  had you r ece ived  t h e  word t o  go forward when you 
heard  t h e  explos ion?  

A. Oh, about 1 0  minutes maybe, maybe n o t  t h a t  long.  

Q . How long d i d  it t a k e  you t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  

A. Qu i t e  a wh i l e .  W e  r ece ived  f i r e  going a c r o s s  t h e  
b r idge .  This  a f te r - -you  s e e ,  when I approached t h e  br idge--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  He s t epped  on i t ?  

A. He had done s t epped  on it. I went ahead and was 
going a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and I r ece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  going 
across t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q *  You d i d ?  Was anybody wi th  you? 

(GUTHRIE) 24  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-298 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

. . 
A.  Yes, s i r ,  I th ink  t h e r e  was two men w i t h  me--cros-
sed with me. 

Q. Where were they from'? 

A. They were from t h e  same company, B Company. 

Q- I mean were they from your platoon o r  1st Platoon 
o r  what? 

A.  They was from t h e  3d Platoon. 

Q- Had t h i s  been t h e  f i r s t  s n i p e r  f i r e  t h a t  they re-
ceived o r  what? 

A. This morning, t h i s  was the  f i r s t  s n i p e r  f i r e  we 
received.  I d o n ' t  know about t h e  1st Platoon. 

Q How d i d  you g e t  across  the  br idge  under f i r e ?  

A. Ran. 

Q. Did your people r e t u r n  f i r e  o r  was f i r e  re turned  
from the  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  br idge?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  two boys behind me s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  
as  we was going a c r o s s ,  and the  1st Platoon re turned  f i r e ,  
too. 

> 

Q. Which was on the  o t h e r  s i d e .  

A. Yes. 

Q - What about the  3d Platoon? Was it i n  any p o s i t i o n  
o r  was it s t i l l  back on t h e  road? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  they was i n  p o s i t i o n  t o  f i r e .  I don ' t  
know whether they f i r e d  o r  not .  

Q You s a i d  it took you a while  t o  g e t  up , there .  I f  
the  platoon w a s  up t h e r e  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  f i r e ,  they must have 
been f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  br idge .  

A.  This was be fo re  we went across  t h e  br idge .  We s e t  
up before  we went across  t h e  br idge .  
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Q You g o t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  and wai ted?  

A. Waited u n t i l  they  g o t  i n t o  position. There was 
s u r e  no cover  going a c r o s s  t h a t  b r i d g e .  

Q Y e s ,  b u t  I was under t h e  impress ion t h a t  you moved 
forward from t h e  p l a toon  and s t a r t e d  ac ros s  t h e  b r i d g e  when 
you g o t  s n i p e r  f i r e .  

A. No. Now I was up t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  approaching t h e  
b r i d g e ,  when I b e l i e v e  TAYLOR s t epped  on t h e  mine. I moved 
a c i o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  a f t e r  w e  had some men s e t  up ac ros s  t h e  r i v e r  
bank. 

9 Did t h e  f i r i n g  s t a r t  a f t e r  he s tepped  on t h e  mine 
o r  when you s t a r t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. When he  s tepped  on t h e  mine, I t h i n k ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
a f t e r  he s tepped  on t h e  mine. 

Q. 
1 

So t h e  f i r i n g  s t a r t e d  as  a r e s u l t  of t h a t  mine 
going o f f ?  

A. I t  must have been.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  must have been 
what t hey  w a s  w a i t i n g  f o r .  They had a few o t h e r  t i m e s  when 
somebody s t epped  on a mine and we r ece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  a t  t h e  
same t i m e .  

LTC NOLL: The enemy f i r e  had s t a r t e d  a t  t h e  same t ime he 
s tepped  on t h e  mine? 

A.  I t h i n k  it was j u s t  a l i t t l e  a f t e r .  I t  s t a r t e d  
j u s t  t h e  i n s t a n t  t h a t  he d i d  s t e p  on t h e  mine. 

Q. W a s  t h e r e  any response a s  f a r  a s  the 1st P la toon  
f i r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  s t a r t e d ,  o r  d i d  t hey  w a i t  u n t i l  
t h e r e  w a s  s n i p e r  f i r e  b e f o r e  they  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they w a i t e d ,  and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they  
j u s t  f i r e d  because t h e  mine went o f f .  The reason ,  I t h i n k ,  
it had t o  w a i t  a whi le  was because t h e r e  was no s n i p e r  f i r e  
a t  a l l  u n t i l  I g o t  up on t h e  b r i a g e .  

Q - What was t h e  o r d e r  of  march approaching t h e  b r i d g e ?  
What p l a toon  was i n  t h e  l e a d ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  B Company was i n  t h e  l e a d  going t o  t h e  
b r idge .  

Q. I t  would be  B Company. What p l a toon  w a s  i n  f r o n t ?  
You had one p l a toon  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ,  you 've  g o t  two p la toons  
approaching.  Was t h e  2d P la toon  behind t h e  3d Pla toon? 

A. They must have been because I b e l i e v e  w e  w a s  t h e  
f i r s t  ones t h e r e ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: Well t h i s  wouldn ' t  make sense .  I f  there w e r e  10 
men t r a i n e d  i n  EOD, wouldn ' t  t h e  1st P la toon  have had an EOD 
man o v e r  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  t h e r e  was only  one i n  t h e  company, 
and t h a t  was me. 

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  You were t h e  only  man i n  t h e  company 
EOD t r a i n e d  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  r i g h t ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  Now 1st P la toon  d i d  do some o f  t h e i r  
own demol i t ions .  I n  f a c t ,  a l l  of  t h e  p l a toons  d i d ,  b u t  I done 
most a l l  of  it though. Usually t h e  c a p t a i n  would c a l l  m e  up 
t o  blow up t h e s e  mines o r  t h e s e  bo i~bs .  I f  he found them, he 
would ca l l  m e  i n s t e a d  of  having somebody else do it. 

LTC NOLL: L e t  m e  ask you now what was t h e  t ime i n t e r v a l  
between t h e  t i m e  TAYLOR was wounded u n t i l  t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  
s t a r t e d ?  

A. A few minutes I b e l i e v e .  

Q - Did t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  resume? I ' m  assuming t h a t  
once you a l l  r e t u r n e d  f i r e  t h a t  t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  was s i l e n c e d .  
Did it resume a second t i m e  o r  w a s  t h a t  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  when w e  r e t u r n e d  f i r e ,  t hey  was s t i l l  f i r i n g ,  
sir .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  f i r e  a l l  morning and then  f i n a l l y  suc-
ceeded i n  s i l e n c i n g  t h e  f i r e .  I ' m  k ind  of  cur ious--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  They d i d n ' t  f i r e  a l l  morning. A s  
w e  were f i r i n g ,  they  were f i r i n g  t o o  I guess .  
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Q How long d i d  t h i s  exchange of f i r e  l a s t ?  

A. About 5 o r  10 minutes a t  t h e  most. I t  d i d n ' t  l a s t  
long.  

Q Were t h e r e  gunships  on s t a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  o r  d i d  
they  come i n  l a t e r ?  

A. There w a s  a gunship t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he 
come i n  as w e  was f i r i n g  o r  a f t e r  w e  q u i t  f i r i n g .  One w a s  
t h e r e  because he was f i r i n g ,  t oo .  ' 

Q - Had t h e  medevac s h i p  come i n  t o  t a k e  o u t  TAYLOR? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he  was f l y i n g  i n .  

COL WILSON: When you g o t  t h e r e ,  he was f l y i n g  i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  he was. I wasn ' t  paying t o o  much 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. I know t h e r e  was one t h e r e  though. 

LTC NOLL: We've g o t  t h e  b i g  even t s  f i x e d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  say 
w e  have a r e a l  p r e c i s e  p i c t u r e  of what happened t h e r e .  I 
t h i n k  you a r e  one of t h e  few people  w e  have had t h a t  was 
r e a l l y  r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  s p o t  a f t e r  TAYLOR s t epped  on t h i s  
mine t h a t  would be  a b l e  t o  t a k e  us through t h i s  s t e p  by s t e p .  
Now, would you t r y  t o  do t h a t  p l e a s e  and I I . 1 1  t r y  n o t  t o  i n -
t e r r u p t  you? 

A. Now, t h i s  w a s  approaching t h e  b r i d g e ?  

Q L e t ' s  t a k e  it from t h e  t ime TAYLOR s t epped  on t h e  
mine. What your  p l a t o o n  l o c a t i o n  was, and what you remember. 

A. I remember t h e  1st P la toon  c a l l e d  L ieu tenan t  LEWIS 
and r eques t ed  him f o r  me t o  come ove r  and blow t h e  mine. H e  
s e n t  word back t o  m e  t o  come forward which I d i d .  H e  t o l d  me 
t h a t  they had mines ove r  by t h e  1st P la toon  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  
A s  we approached t h e  b r i d g e ,  I ' m  s u r e  I asked t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
t o  set  up some men a long  t h e  bank j u s t  i n  case w e  d i d  r e c e i v e  
s n i p e r  f i r e  going a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and he d i d .  A f t e r  h e  had 
them set  up, I was going a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  The mine went o f f  
b e f o r e  I s t a r t e d  on t h e  b r i d g e  though. The mine went o f f  as 
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I s t a r t e d  ac ros s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  g o t  about halfway,  I b e l i e v e ,  a 
l i t t l e  over  o r  a l i t t l e  l e s s  t han  t h a t .  We r ece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  
and t h e  two men behind me jumpea off r i g h t  a longs ide  t h e  wa te r .  
I went on over  i n  where TAYLOR was a t ,  and the  1st P la toon  
w a s  r e t u r n i n g  f i r e .  The 3d P la toon  was t o o ,  I b e l i e v e .  The 
men behind m e  was r e t u r n i n g  f i r e  as  they  was coming ac ros s  t h e  
b r idge .  Now, where TAYLOR was a t  t hey  must have drug him 
back o f f  by t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ,  because he w a s n ' t  t h e r e  when I 
jumped i n  t h e r e .  

Q I would guess t h a t  t h e  medevac chopper w a s  n o t  
t h e r e  a t  t h i s  t ime frame. 

A .  I ' m  s u r e  h e  would have had t o  come i n  a f t e r  t h e  
f i r e .  

Q. Did you d e s t r o y  any mines a t  t h i s  t ime? Did it 
t a k e  some t ime t o  s ea rch  t h e  b r i d g e  o u t  f o r  mines as you moved 
t o  mark i t ?  

A. The only  th ing,  we come a c r o s s  w a s  some mines on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  a f t e r  we come a c r o s s .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  w e  had a 
few o t h e r  E O D ' s .  Now, where t h e s e  come from I d o n ' t  know. I 
d i d n ' t  even know they  was i n  t h e  company, and they  s e t  some 
charges  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  They must have been c a l l e d  i n  by 
b a t t a l i o n  o r  somebody. 

Q W a s  t h a t  b e f o r e  t h e  company c ros sed  or  a f t e r  t h e  
company c ros sed?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime they  was set-
t i n g  t h e  charges .  

Q. What can you t e l l  us about  t h e  gunships?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h e  only  t h i n g  I can t e l l  you about t h a t  
is t h a t  he w a s  f i r i n g  over  o u r  heads.  H e  w a s  on the side, 
n o r t h  s i d e  I b e l i e v e ,  f i r i n g  sou th .  He made a couple  of 
passes  . 
Q One or two pas ses?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was one. I t  could  have been two. They 
usua l ly  run around two, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a second one. 
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Q =  You d i d n ' t  a s s l s t  i n  l o a d i n g  TAYLOR on the chopper? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

COL WILSON: What abou t  t h e s e  e x t r a  EOD pe r sonne l ?  Where d i d  
they  come from? 

A. I have no i d e a ,  s i r .  

Q. How d i d  t hey  g e t  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  e i t h e r ,  s ir .  They must have 
been i n  w i t h  somebody else because  I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  them u n t i l  
they  w a s  coming back.  

Q I d o n ' t  know how they  would have g o t t e n  i n  t h e r e .  

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  was two E O D ' s .  I ' m  s u r e  t hey  s e t  
t h o s e  charges  o f f  o v e r  t h e r e .  

Q. Where w e r e  t hey  from? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I know t hey  w a s n ' t  from B Com-
pany. I n  f a c t ,  I know t h e y  w a s n ' t .  They must have been c a l l e d  
i n  from somewhere else. I ' m  s u r e  t hey  se t  t h e  charges  o f f  be-
cause  t h e y  w a s  u s i n g  C 4 .  I u s u a l l y  d i d n ' t  have t h a t  because  
i t ' s  p r e t t y  h a r d  t o  g e t  a h o l d  o f .  

Q- You mean they  exploded t h e  o t h e r  mines, i n  t h e  
a r e a ?  

A. On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q. On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  where TAYLOR was? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h i s  i s  on t h e  s i d e  I come a c r o s s  from. 

Q - There  w e r e  mines on  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  a l s o ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  They had cha rges  s e t  ove r  
t h e r e .  Now, i f  t h e r e  was mines under t h e r e  when t,hey set  
t h o s e  o f f ,  i t ' s  p r e t t y  h a r d  t o  t e l l .  I t  cou ld  have been j u s t  
sma l l  mines. 
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Q They j u s t  had charges  s e t ,  t o  explode t h e  mines? 

A. I don' t b e l l e v e  so .  They had them--they w a s n ' t  
j u s t  i n ,  an a r e a .  I t  was a long  t h e  t r a i l .  Alongside of t h e  
t r a i l .  hey was spaced-- there  was a p r e t t y  good d i s t a n c e  i n  
be tween. 

Q. The charges?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  and they had some up by t h e  b r i d g e  which 
they  could have been j u s t  demolishing t h e  ground checking f o r  
it. They w e r e  s e t t i n g  charges  a c r o s s  t h e r e .  

Q Oh, you mean they  could have been j u s t  p l a c i n g  
these charges  o u t  f o r  d e t o n a t i o n  of  mines and booby t r a p s  i n  
t h e  a r e a .  

T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q. Was t h a t  normally done? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I never  done it. This i s  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  I eve r  seen  it done. 

Q But t h e s e  were on t h e  west  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e .  On 
the o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  who g o t  r i d  of  t h o s e  e x t r a  mines 
over  t h e r e ?  Who demolished those?  

A. A s  f a r  as I know, t h e r e  were no more ove r  t h e r e .  I 
d i d n ' t  see any charges  ove r  t h e r e  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q . We've had people  say  t h a t  t h e r e  were o t h e r  mines 
w i t h i n  t h e  same a r e a  where TAYLOR was wounded t h a t  were marked 
wi th  t a p e .  

A. T h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  Like I say ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  them 
o r  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any exp los ions  ove r  t h e r e .  

Q . Why would they have done t h a t ?  Why would they  
have marked t h e s e  mines? 

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  1st P la toon  d i d .  

9- A l l  r i g h t .  When you g o t  over  t h e r e ,  what d i d  you 
do? The mine had a l r e a d y  been de tona ted .  
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A. The only  i d e a  when we g o t  over  t h e r e  was t o  r e t u r n  
f i r e  f o r  a w h i l e ,  and a f t e r  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  nothing l e f t .  I 
went back a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge .  

Q- - You d i d  go back t o  your p l a toon  then?  

A. I went back ac ros s  t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q. So you d i d n ' t  go over  t h e r e  t o  look and s e e  i f  
t h e r e  w e r e  any more mines? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Now where d i d  t h e s e  EOD personnel--were they 
engineer  crews ? 

A. They must have been.  

Q. You d o n ' t  g e t  composit ion C a s  a r u l e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q- Did you s e e  them de tona te  t h e s e  charges  t h a t  they
placed  a long  t h e  t r a i l  on t h e  west  s i d e  of t h e  b r idge?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I d i d .  I saw some charges .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them d e t o n a t i n g  them o f f  when I was around any-
way. 

Q Were t h e s e  charges  l i n k e d  t o g e t h e r  w i th  f i r i n g  
cord o r  d e t o n a t i n g  cord  o r  what? 

A. No, s i r ,  they  had t ime f u s e s .  

Q- On each charge? 

(The w i t n e s s  nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

And you went back t o  t h e  p l a toon  and you c ros sed  
over  when your  p l a toon  crossed? 

A. Yes, s i r .  We were s e n t  back a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  
a f t e r  t h e  p l a toon  went over  t o  s e t  up a pe r ime te r  on t h a t  
s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e .  
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Q You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  e a s t  s i d e '  towards t h e  
ocean. 

A.  No, t h i s  i s  a f t e r  we went across  the b r idge ,  sir. 
The whole platoon--a few men, I guess a squad, went back across  
t o  the  west s i d e  and set up a per imeter  over t h e r e .  

Q- For how long? 

A. A couple of hours .  W e  was t h e r e  f o r  a while.  

Q. Did you go back with them? Were you on t h e  w e s t  
s i d e  of the br idge  t o  s e t  up the  per imeter?  

* (The wi tness  nodded i n  t h e  a f f i rma t ive . )  

LTC NOLL: I n  how long d i d  a l l  t h i s  t ake  p lace?  

A. You mean s e t t i n g  up t h e  per imeter  and going 
across  t h e  br idge?  

( M r .  WALSH en te red  t h e  hear ing .  ) 

Q. Yes. L e t ' s  t a k e  how much time e lapsed  from the 
t i m e  TAYLOR was h u r t  u n t i l  t h e  time you went back t o  s e t  up 
a per imeter  on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  br idge?  

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  su re  t h e  s n i p e r s  were gone. W e  
went back across  the  br idge .  When I w a s  back across  t h e r e  
they had these--I  be l i eve  they had these  charges on t h e  ground 
and then the  3d Platoon went on across .  Now, coming back I 
d o n ' t  know if those  charges were already blown o r  not .  I ' m  
s u r e  they must have been, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  them 
coming back across .  And we, the squad, s e t  up a perimeter  
r i g h t  t h e r e  along t h e  r i v e r  bed. I ' d  e s t ima te  1 hour and 
45,  I guess,  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q You s tayed  t h e r e  2 hours? 

A.  Approximately 2 hours.  

Q- That would have made it about 10 o 'c lock  i n  t h e  
morning. 
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A. Somewhere around t h e r e .  I know w e  moved o u t  t h e  
f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  morning toward t h e  1st P l a toon .  

Q- Where was t h e  81 m i l l i m e t e r  mor t a r  s e t  up? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q. What d i d  you do when you moved o u t  t o  w e s t  of t h e  
b r i d g e ?  

A. Moving o u t ,  s i r ?  

Q Y e s ,  you s a i d  you d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e .  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  went back a c r o s s  and s e t  up a p e r i -
meter, o r  moved down and s e t  up a p e r i m e t e r .  I know w e  s t a y e d  
ove r  t h e r e  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q. What d i d  t h e  res t  of t h e  p l a t o o n  do w h i l e  your  
squad was on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  do you know? 

A. No, s i r ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t  u n l e s s  t h e y  was s e t t i n g  up 
a pe r ime te r .  I b e l i e v e  w e  se t  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  r i g h t  t h e r e .  
I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

COL WILSON: The l o g  shows a t  0810 t h a t  TAYLOR was wounded 
and a t  0845 you r e c e i v e d  s n i p e r  f i r e .  T h a t ' s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
a l l  t h e  f a c t s  b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  way it was r eco rded ,  which p u t s  
t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  r e c e i v e d  a f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded. I t  cou ld  
have been a phase o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  s n i p e r  f i r e .  There  was a 
r ea sonab l e  conc lu s ion  drawn t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  f o u r  o r  f i v e  mor-
t a r  rounds f i r e d  t h e  f i r s t  day on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h a t  
b r i d g e .  About t h r e e  o r  f o u r  of  t h e s e  w e r e  duds .  I wonder i f  
it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  any o f  t h e s e  s o - c a l l e d  booby t r a p s  and 
mines cou ld  have been one o f  t h o s e  mor ta r  duds somebody was 
f o o l i n g  w i t h ?  

A. I t  cou ld  have been.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was. Of 
cou r se ,  I d o n ' t  know. I w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  

Q- From an  EOD s t a n d p o i n t ,  a mor ta r  round dud,  how 
easy  is it t o  d e t o n a t e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I never  messed w i t h  t h e  s t u f f .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  b e i n g  t o l d  about  it. I ' m  s u r e  w e  d i d .  I 
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b e l i e v e  they  are n o t  t o o  dangerous.  They a r e  dangerous ,  b u t  
they .are n o t  r e a l  s e n s i t i v e .  

Q The company minus moved south  t h a t  day,  went a l l  
t h e  way down t o  t he  T r a  Khuc River down on t h e  sou th .  Did you 
s t a y  wi th  t h e  p l a toon  o r  d i d  you go down wi th  t h e  company? 

A .  I s t a y e d  wi th  t h e  p l a toon .  I always s t a y e d  wi th  
t h e  3d Pla toon.  

Q- W e l l ,  do you remember what you d i d  t h a t  day a f t e r  
t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  morning? 

A. S e t  up a pe r ime te r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  s ir .  

Q- Stayed  r i g h t  t h e r e ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  w e  d i d .  I know we d i d  move up no r th  
on t h e  same day or t h e  fo l lowing  day. 

Q- That day,  do you r e c a l l  B Company moving o f f  
s o u t h ,  you s t a y i n g  t h e r e ,  o r  what? 

A. W e  s t a y e d  t h e r e .  I ' m  s u r e  w e  d i d n ' t  move. 

Q- Did anyth ing  happen t h a t  day a t  a l l  t h a t  you can 
recall? 

A .  No, s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  Are you r e f e r r i n g  
t o  t h a t  side of t h e  b r i d g e ?  

Q - Y e s .  -
A. N o ,  s i r .  I know w e  d i d  booby t r a p  the a rea .  

Q. You booby t rapped  i t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  se t  up f l a r e s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. T h a t ' s  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Now, what about t h a t  n i g h t .  Did anyth ing  occur  
t h a t  night? 
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A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q .  Did you have any d e t a i n e e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  
b 

Q Do you remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  l a t e  t h a t  
day b r i n g i n g  in--

A. . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a chopper coming 
i n  w i t h  s u p p l i e s  on it. 

Q What k ind  of  s u p p l i e s ?  

A. Ra t ions .  

Q. Did you need any more e x p l o s i v e s  by t h a t  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  s i r ,  because  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
e v e r  a sk ing  f o r  any more. I u s u a l l y  d o n ' t  g e t  e x p l o s i v e s  o f f  
t h e  chopper anyway. I u s u a l l y  w a i t  u n t i l  w e  g e t  back i n  u n l e s s  
I j u s t  have t o  have some. 

Q. Did anybody else i n  t h e  company c a r r y  e x p l o s i v e s  
b e s i d e s  y o u r s e l f ?  

A .  N o  one c a r r i e d  them i n  t h e  company. 

Q. You normal ly  wou ldn ' t  c a r r y  enough i f  you had t o  
blow more t h a n  one bunker .  

A. I used t o  c a r r y  enough--I c a r r i e d  q u i t e  a b i t  about  
1 0  o r  15 pounds. It goes q u i t e  a ways. Like I on ly  blowed one 
bunker  and u s u a l l y  what I d i d  blow was mines and bombs. I t  
don' t t a k e  much. 

Q Cou ldn ' t  you a lmos t  do t h a t  w i t h  a d e t o n a t i n g  
cap? 

A. Not a bomb. 

Q .  How about  a mine? 

A. You can w i t h  a mine. I t  d o n ' t  t a k e  much t o  se t  
o f f  a mine. 
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Q. A c t u a l l y  you cou ld  f i r e  on it. 

A. I b e l i e v e  you cou ld .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  about  t h a t  day a f t e r  
t h a t  morning. 

(The w i t n e s s  shakes  head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e . )  

LTC NOLL: While you w e r e  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  d i d  you go t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  it would b e  r i g h t  t o  t h e  e a s t  where t h e  3d P l a toon  
was t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  t o  look around? 

A. T h i s  was a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  where w e  se t  up a 
p e r i m e t e r ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a v i l l a g e  around t h e r e .  
There was one w e  passed  through on t h e  w e s t  s i d e ,  I guess 
maybe 200 meters o f f  away from t h e  b r i d g e .  There  w a s  a 
couple  o f  hoo tches  t h e r e .  

Q - T h i s  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  morning w i t h  s n i p e r s ,  d i d  t h e  
company sweep t h a t  a r e a  and t u r n  up any b o d i e s ?  

A. Not t h a t  morning. I b e l i e v e  w e  found a woman t h e  
nex t  morning. I t  looked l i k e  s h e  had been o u t  t h e r e  q u i t e  a 
wh i l e .  

Q =  Did you bury h e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  d i d .  

Q. Did s h e  have a neck wound? 

A. I d o n ' t  recall ,  s i r .  She d i d n ' t  s m e l l  t o o  good. 
I d i d n ' t  g e t  ' t o o  c l o s e  t o  h e r .  She was s t i l l  i n  a hammock o r  
something t h e y  c a r r i e d  h e r  i n .  Whoever c a r r i e d  h e r ,  I guess  
a f t e r  s h e  d i e d  o r  t h e y  g o t  i n  a h u r r y  o r  something they  must 
have j u s t  l e f t  h e r  t h e r e .  T h i s  must have been when t h e  1st 
P l a toon  came ove r  t h e r e  I guess .  But s h e  had been l a y i n g  t h e r e  
f o r  a l o n g  t i m e .  

COL WILSON: Who b u r i e d  h e r ?  
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A. A few men i n  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y  who t h e y  w e r e .  

Q Did you see h e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d  see h e r .  

Q Do you remember t h e  type  wound s h e  had? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  even n o t i c e  t h e  wound a t  a l l .  

Q. D o  you reme@er t h e  nex t  morning anybody f i n d i n g  
a cache o f  r ice,  about  3,000 pounds? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  d i d .  Oh, y e s ,  s i r ,  I 
do. I s u r e  do. I b e l i e v e  t hey  found some r ice b u r i e d .  I t  
w a s  b u r i e d .  Somewhere t hey  found some r ice.  I b e l i e v e  it was 
b u r i e d .  I b e l i e v e  it was r ice ,  and I t h i n k  w e  bagged it up 
and sh ipped  it o u t .  

Q What k i n d  o f  bags  d i d  you pu t  i n  i t ?  

A. Sandbags,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t ' s  what w e  used.  .\4\1
\II 

Q .  Was t h i s  r ice underground somewhere o r ,  was it i n  \ 
a bunker  o r  what? $3 

A. W e l l ,  it w a s  j u s t  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  s and  w i t h  p l a s t i c  
a l l  around,  what  w e  found. 

Q That  was r e p o r t e d  a t  0755, p r e t t y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
morning, when i t  was found. I guess i t  was b e f o r e  t h a t  t i m e  
t h a t  B Company c a m e  on back from t h e  s o u t h .  They l a a g e r e d  
down t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  They came on back from t h e  s o u t h ,  and 
you j o ined  them moving n o r t h .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. B Company coming from t h e  s o u t h ?  

Q Y e s .  

A.  No, s i r ,  because  B Company was t h e r e  where t hey  
found t h e  rice. 

Q W e l l ,  t hey  would have j o ined  you by t h a t  dime. 
I ' m  not--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You've g o t  me l o s t  now because 
I ' m  wi th  B Company. 

/ 

Q- Yes, I know. You remember t h a t  you s t a y e d  up t h e r e  
by y o u r s e l f  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  p l a toon ,  wh i l e  B Company was i n  t h e  
sou th .  B Company came back and s t a r t e d  moving no r th .  

A. I don'  t r e c a l l  them h i t c h i n g  up wi th  us .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember going up toward t h e  b i g  v i l l a g e
t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r .  The nex t  morning, I'm s u r e  we moved o u t  
towards t h e  n o r t h  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i t c h i n g  up w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company. 

Q Did you s e e  any ARVN o r  Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  t h a t  
' day? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q - Did you see any Navy s h i p s  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I ' d  seen  some, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  it was t h a t  
day o r  no t .  

Q. How about  t h e  day be fo re?  

A. No, s ir ,  I know I d i d n ' t  s e e  any then .  

Q What happened a f t e r  you moved up t h e r e  and s t a r t e d  
moving i n t o  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  up i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t ?  

A. W e  never  d id  run a c r o s s  any v i l l a g e s .  

Q. You d i d n ' t ?  

A. N o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  - I t ' s  j u s t  a sandbar  a l l  t he  
way down t h e r e .  There were some v i l l a g e s  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  
over t h e r e ,  b u t  w e  never  d i d  c r o s s  t o  them. There was a 
v i l l a g e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a lmost  a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  t o p  up t h e r e .  
I d o n ' t  know if it w a s  on our  s i d e  o r  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a b reak ing  p o i n t  i n  t h e r e  somewhere and t h e  
ocean come up. W e  never  d i d  go up q u i t e  t h a t  f a r ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q Where w a s  M I L U S  , k i l l e d ?  
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A. H e  w a s  k i l l e d  when w e  se t  up t h a t  p e r i m e t e r  t h a t  
n i g h t .  T h a t ' s  when t h e  whole company was t h e r e ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  
they  d idn  't m e e t  up w i t h  u s ,  t h e  3d P l a toon .  I t h i n k  t hey  
m e t  somewhere a long  t h e  way up t h e r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  
r i v e r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them moving up w i t h  us t h a t  n i g h t .  H e  
w a s  k i l l e d  on t h a t  sandbar  t h e  n i g h t  w e  s e t  up t h e  pe r ime te r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  rounding up a whole bunch o f  c i v i l i a n s  
t h a t  day o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  a MEDCAP, a medical  t e a m  coming i n  
t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  Do you r e c a l l  any i n t e r p -
reters o r  any M I  p e r sonne l  coming i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h o s e  E O D ' s  w e r e  t h e r e .  T n a t ' s  t h e  on ly  
t h i n g  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q =  The E O D ' s  w e r e  w i t h  them aga in?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q What d i d  t hey  do,  d i d  they  s t a y  w i t h  them. 

A. They was t h e r e  t h e  n e x t  morning, because  they  went 
o u t  t h e r e  and blowed some rounds t h a t  was f i r e d  i n .  

Q F i r e d  i n  where? 

A. W e  r e c e i v e d  some mor ta r s  t h a t  n i g h t  and t h e  n e x t  
morning. 

Q.  T h a t ' s  t h e  n e x t  day t hen? '  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  They went outband blowed some 1 0 5  rounds ,  
duds. I t h i n k  t h e y  blowed one o r  two of them. 

Q Now, l e t  I s  go back h e r e  t o  t h e  day you moved up 
t h e r e ,  t h e  day you moved up t h a t  sandbar .  Do you remember 
mor ta r  f i r e  or  any a r t i l l e r y  rounds b e i n g  f i r e d  i n t o  t h a t  
v i l l a g e ,  i n t o .  t h a t  a r e a ?  
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A. NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q You d o n ' t .  Did you g e t  any ordnance d i s p o s a l  t h a t  
day a t  a l l ?  

A. , NO,  s i r .  

Q. what d i d  you do t h a t  day,  d i d  you s t a y  wi th  t h e  
p la toon  CP o r  what? 

A. I s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  p l a toon ,  b u t  I went o u t  w i t h  
them t o  g a t h e r  up people .  

Q Did you go through v i l l a g e s  o r  d i d  you s t a y  down 
on t h e  beach? 

A .  I went through v i l l a g e s .  

Q D i d  any th ing  unusual  occur?  

A. N o ,  sir, n o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I d o n ' t  remember 
r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  o r  any th ing  t h a t  day. 

Q You s p e n t  most of  t h e  day rounding up people  and 
sending them back t o  t h e  company? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q And what happened--what t i m e  d i d  you go back t o  
j o i n  t h e  company aga in ,  back a t  what w a s  t o  be  t h e  n i g h t  
d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. A f t e r  w e  g o t  through rounding up a l l  t h e  people  
t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  it must have been i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  
I guess .  

Q And you moved i n  and s e t  a n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

9 A t  t h a t  t i m e  w e r e  t h e s e  EOD people  w i t h  B Company? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  they  were. 

Q- Did you t a l k  t o  any o f  them? 
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A. No, s i r ,  I never  d i d  t a l k  t o  them. 

Q Were they  t h e  same ones t h a t  w e r e  w i t h  them t h e  
f i r s t  day? 

A. They must have  been because  I don ' t r e c a l l  any 
choppers coming i n  w i t h  them. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  now, I want  t o  f i n d  o u t  what  I can 
abou t  t h i s  d e t o n a t i o n  o f  105 rounds .  Where w e r e  t h e s e  rounds?  

A. W e l l ,  t h ey  were between us and t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Who knew where t h e y  were? 

A. The s e a r c h  p a r t y  t h a t  went o u t .  

Q g  They s p o t t e d  them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  t hey  must have  s p o t t e d  them. 

Q T h i s  EOD team went o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was two of  them and myself  went  
o u t .  I t h i n k  w e  had a coup l e  o f  men w i t h  u s .  

Q. You went  o u t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  how many rounds d i d  you d e t o n a t e ?  

A. None, s ir .  

Q Did you f i n e  any? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  w e  found an 8 1  round.  

Q m  Whose was i t ?  

A. I t  was o u r s .  

' Q. From t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ?  

A. From t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  w e  r e c e l v e d  t h e  m o r t a r s .  
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A f t e r  you g o t  t h e  a t t a c k .  

A, Y e s .  

Q And what d i d  you do w i t h  t h a t ?  

A. The E O D ' s  t h a t  was w i t h  us blew it, sir .  

Q So you a l l  went o u t  a s  one team? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Then what  else d i d  you f i n d ?  

A. W e  found--I b e l i e v e  it was one o r  two 105 rounds 
which somebody else had l o c a t e d .  W e  d i d  f i n d  an 81  round. 

Q. And what about  t h e  1 0 5 ' s ,  d i d  you blow those .  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Now, t h e r e  was a t o t a l  o f  t h r e e  peop le  i n  t h i s  
group,  you and t h e  o t h e r  two EOD pe r sonne l .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  p l u s  t h e  men w e  took o u t  w i t h  us .  

Q How many w a s  t h a t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was t h r e e  o r  f o u r  of them went o u t  
w i t h  us .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  The n i g h t  t h a t  you r e c e i v e d  t h a t  mor ta r  
a t t a c k ,  w a s  t h e r e  any th ing  unusua l  abou t  t h a t  a t t a c k  t h a t  you  
can r e c a l l ?  W e  know they  g o t  between f i v e  and s i x  rounds and 
MILUS w a s  k i l l e d  and s o  f o r t h .  

A. The o n l y  t h i n g  I r e c a l l  unusual  is  the c a p t a i n  
asked  us  t o  f i r e  an  M-79 round eve ry  30 minutes .  

Q I n  what  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. I n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  from which t h e  p e r i m e t e r  w a s  set  
up, w e s t ,  s o u t h  and n o r t h .  

Q- Outs ide  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  a r e a ?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q And how o f t e n  w e r e  t h e s e  7 9 ' s  supposed t o  be f i r e d ?  

A. Every 30 m i n u t e s ,  si'r. 

Q One from each p l a t o o n  o r  jus t - -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  One from each p o s i t i o n  t h a t  had  an  
M-79 . 
Q- Were t h e r e  any f l a r e s  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. N o t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r i n g  w e  was d o i n g ,  n o t  b e f o r e  t h e  
a t t a c k .  The o n l y  f l a r e s  I r e c a l l  was a f t e r  t h e  a t t a c k ,  and 
t h e y  had  a "Puff  t h e  Magic Dragon" f l y i n g  around.  H e  was , 

d r o p p i n g  f l a r e s .  
/ 

Q- Why do you t h i n k  it was unusua l  t o  f i r e  t h a t  M-79 
a f t e r  you r e c e i v e d  an a t t a c k  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. .Th i s  was b e f o r e ,  s i r .  

Q - T h i s  was b e f o r e  you g o t  t h a t  a t t a c k  t h a t  h e  s a i d  
t o  f i r e  t h e  M-79's e v e r y  30 minu tes?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. What t i m e  d i d  you s t a r t  t h i s  f i r e ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  it must have  been a f t e r  d a r k ,  sundown. 

Q- And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whe the r  t h e r e  was any a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  p i a c e d  i n  t h e r e  b e f o r e  t h a t  a t t a c k ,  s i n g l e  rounds?  

A. W e l l ,  i f  t h e r e  would have been a n y t h i n g ,  it would 
. have  j u s t  been  a b e a r i n g  on s e t t i n g  up t h e  p e r i m e t e r  a t  n i g h t .  

I f  t h e y  f i r e d  some a r t i l l e r y  o u t  t h e r e ,  it might  b e  marking 
rounds .  They would have  been t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  f i r e d .  

Q Do you remember a woman b e i n g  b r o u g h t  i n  t h a t  had 
a v e r y  b a d l y  wounded l e g  and was e v a c u a t e d ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  
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Q. Thi s  i s  P-214. Does t h a t  photo  look f a m i l i a r  t o  
you i n  any way? 

A. No, s i r ,  i t  s u r e  d o e s n ' t .  

Q Beginning w i t h  t h e  16 th  of  March th rough  t h e  1 8 t h ,  
1 9 t h  o f  March, d i d  you see any bod i e s  e x c e p t  t h e  woman t h a t  
you found up t h e r e  on t h e  h i l l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  I h a v e n ' t  s een  any 
bod i e s  a t  a l l .  

Q- Did you see any new g raves  t h e  1 7 t h  o r  t h e  1 8 t h ?  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q. Do you have any knowledge of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
i n q u i r y  b e i n g  made on t h e s  o p e r a t i o n  w h i l e  you w e r e  i n  
Vietnam? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  know t h i s  i n c i d e n t  happened 
u n t i l  I g o t  a t e l eg ram t h e  o t h e r  day. I thought  t h i s  happened ,  
a f t e r  w e  l e f t .  

Q . Was t h e r e  anybody i n  your  u n i t  t h a t  you know of 
t h a t  w a s  q u e s t i o n e d  about  t h i s  t i m e  abou t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  Not u n t i l  I r e c e i v e d  t h e  t e legram.  

Q I mean i n  Vietnam w h i l e  you were s t i l l - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, no,  s i r .  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q - Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  by  B Company o r  C Company on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  No, s i r .  , 

Q . id you h e a r  anybody t a l k i n g  about  a l a r g e  body 
count  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  a l a r g e  number o f  peop le  b e i n g  k i l l e a ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  abou t  t h e  body 
coun t  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s .  
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Q. Nothing a b o u t  e x c e s s i v e  k i l l s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e '  p o s s i b l e  
unnecessa ry  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  by Task Force  B a r k e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q D o  y ~ uknow o f ,  o r  a t  any t i m e  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n
d i d  you see, Vietnamese b e i n g  t o r t u r e d  o r  m i s t r e a t e d  by U . S .  
o r  ARVN m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l ?  

A. No, s i r .  I know t h e y  had some t h e r e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  
see them m i s t r e a t i n g  them o r  a n y t h i n g .  They w e r e  a s k i n g  
q u e s t i o n s  of them. 

0. Who was a s k i n g  them q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  c a p t a i n  was t a l k i n g  t o  one o f  them o r  
t r y i n g  t o  t a l k  t o  one of  them. T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  one I s e e n ,  
t h a t  o l d  man t h e r e .  

0. And a s  I r e c a l l  your  t e s t i m o n y ,  you s a i d  you 
d i d n ' t  see any ARVN m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e r e .  

A .I T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I t ' s  j u s t  what  I s a i d ,  t h e  c a p t a i n  
was t a l k i n g  t o  them. W e l l ,  t h e y  c o u l d  have  been  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  
b u t  I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  them. 

Q. Did you h e a r  o f  any m i s t r e a t m e n t ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you know i f  m a r i j u a n a  was a problem i n  B Company? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was a problem. They p r e t t y  w e l l  
k e p t  it under  c o n t r o l .  I f  it did b o t h e r  t h e  men, t h e y  l e f t  it 
a l o n e .  

Q.  D o  you t h i n k  m a r i j u a n a  was used b e f o r e  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. I don. ' t  know, s i r .  

Q. During o p e r a t i o n s ?  
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A. I doubt  it. I t  was probably  used a f t e r  w e  r e t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  f i r e  ba se  o r  something.  I t h i n k  it was used t h e n .  I 
never  even s e e n  anybody u ~ i n git myself .  I hea rd  t h e  c a p t a i n  
t a l k  about it a few t i m e s ,  

Q. You d i d ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q. What d i d  h e  s ay?  

A. H e  j u s t  t o l d  us about  it, what k ind  of  damage it 
c a n l d o  t o  you and a f t e r  e f f e c t s  on it. 

Q. M r .  GUTHRIE, have you g o t  any f u r t h e r  t e s t imony ,  
any f u r t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s ,  o r  any th ing  t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  
I 

MR WALSH: M r .  GUTHRIE, on t h e  second day a s  you moved down 
a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  and j o ined  up w i t h  t h e  1st P l a toon ,  do you 
remember hav ing  any d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  anybody i n  t h e  1st P la toon  
or  anybody i n  t h e  company about  how t h e  1st P l a toon  s h o t  up 
t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  t h e  day b e f o r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  about  t h a t .  

Q You d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  about  MILUS s e t t i n g  up a 
machinegun, and s h o o t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  moved i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s ir .  The on ly  t i m e  I s e e n  him use t h e  machine-
gun i s  when w e  r e c e i v e d  t h a t  s n i p e r  f i r e .  

Q You cou ld  see it. Were you a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  a t  
t h a t  t ime?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was o v e r  w i t h  t h e  1st P l a toon  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  

/ 

A. And I suppose you a l r e a d y  d e s c r i b e d  f o r  Colonel  
WILSON and Colonel  NOLL what you d i d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Did you 
h e a r  any th ing ,  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  you j o ined  up w i t h  t h e  rest  
of  t h e  compavy o r  l a t e r ,  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  peop le  i n  t h e  1st 
P l a toon  maybe blowing bunkers  w i t h  demol i t i ons  o r  s h o o t i n g  i n t o  
some hootches  t h a t  might have had some people  i n  them? 
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A.  N o ,  s i r ,  n o t  t h a t .  I know o f .  T h e  1s t  P l a t o o n  
u s u a l l y  d o n ' t  c a r r y  any e x p l o s i v e s  a t  a l l .  I f  t h e y  do c a r r y  
it, i t ' s  v e r y  few, j u s t  enough t o  blow t h e i r  own mines i f  t h e y  
run  a c r o s s  them. T h a t  would be  abou t  i t .  

Q. D o  you know on o c c a s i o n  i f  t h e y  ever g o t  s p e c i a l  
s u p p l i e s ,  d e m o l i t i o n s ,  i f  t h e y  r a n  i n t o  an a r e a  w i t h  a l o t  of 
bunkers  t o  blow? 

A. No, s i r .  I f  t h e y  do,  t h e y  u s u a l l y  c o n t a c t e d  me  t o  
see i f  I had  a n y t h i n g  i f  t h e y  c a l l e d  i n  something like t h i s .  

Q. Was anyone i n  t h e  f r o n t  e l e m e n t ,  t h e  1st P l a t o o n ,  
p r e t t y  good a t  d e m o l i t i o n s ?  

A. If it would have  been  anybody, it would have been  
TAYLOR. 

Q How abou t  HOOTON? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I know HOOTON messed w i t h  it b e f o r e .  
I d o n ' t  know i f  h e  was r e a l  good w i t h  i t .  

Q Do you know i f  t h e r e  was an  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  l a r g e  
amount of d e m o l i t i o n s  used  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  u s e  much. I d o n ' t  know i f  the 1st 
Pla toon-- I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  had any o r  t h e y  c a l l e d  m e  o v e r ,  
b u t  t h e r e  was t w o  more EOD men t h a t  used  them. I d o n ' t  know 
how much t h e y  used.  I know t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  u s i n g  C 4 .  

Q- Were t h e y  from t h e  1st P l a t o o n ?  

A. N o ,  t h e y  must have  been w i t h  t h e  CP. 

Q. What w e r e  t h e i r  names? 

A .  I have  no i d e a .  I t a l k e d  t o  them a l i t t l e  b i t ,  
b u t  I s u r e  d o n ' t  know t h e i r  names. 

COL WILSON: You can  g i v e  us no f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  whatsoever  
on t h e s e  EOD p e r s o n n e l ?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I s u r e  c a n ' t .  
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Q. The t y p e  o f  p a t c h  they  had on, t h e i r  uni forms,  t h e  
u n i t  t h e y  were a s s i g n e d  t o ?  

A. I* they  d i d  -come i n ,  s i r ,  t h e y  would come i n  o f f  
o f  LZ D o t t i e ,  i f  t h e y  would have come - i n  from anywhere else 
b e s i d e s  Up t ig h t .  

Q Did you e v e r  see them back t h e r e  a t  D o t t i e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Did you e v e r  see t h e  e n g i n e e r s  a t  D o t t i e ?  

Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

You have no f u r t h e r  t e s t imony  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

NO,  s i r ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q - No f u r t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Did you have a camera? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Did you have it w i t h  you t h i s  day? 

I p robab ly  d i d .  I always c a r r i e d  it w i t h  m e .  

0. Where do you keep your  photographs?  

A. I n  a photograph book. 

Q. When you g e t  back ,  would you look th rough  t h a t  book , 

and see i f  you can  i d e n t i f y  any photographs  t h a t  w e r e  t a k e n  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I s u r e  w i l l .  

Q- And i f  you do ,  would you m a i l  them t o  us s o  t h a t  
w e  can reproduce  them and send  them back t o  you. These photo-
graphs  h e r e  w e  g o t  from CONGLETON. These w e r e  s l i d e s ,  35 
m i l l i m e t e r .  W e  s u r e  would a p p r e c i a t e  g e t t i n g  cop i e s  o f  them. 
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I f  you can m a i l  them i n ,  w e ' l l  g i v e  you an envelope b e f o r e  you 
l e a v e  w i t h  o u r  add re s s  on it. A l l  you'  11 have t o  do is  p u t  
them i n  t h e r e .  Major THOMAS w i l l  g e t  them back t o  you. W e '  re 
t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  up any th ing  w e  can.  Some of  t h e s e  a r e  ve ry  
h e l p f u l  when you t a l k  to a w i t n e s s  on something t h a t  happened 
2 y e a r s  ago ,  any th ing  you can do t o  f i x  t h i s  i n  h i s  mind is 
a g r e a t  asset. 

A. W e l l ,  I ' l l  look through it and see i f  I can.  f i n d  
any th ing  f o r  you. 

Q I would g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  it. D o  you know o f  
anybody else t h a t  had a camera on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. NO,  s ir ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  w a s  somebody 
else there, b u t  I s u r e  c a n ' t  t e l l  you who it was, u n l e s s  it 
would b e  NAVARRE. H e  c a r r i e d  one w i th  him. 

Q. W e  need t h o s e  photographs i f  you 've  g o t  any; a l s o ,  
i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  with t h a t ,  any documents t h a t  might h e l p  f i x  
t i m e  and p l a c e .  Sometimes peop le  keep d i a r i e s ,  sometimes 
le t ters ,  t a p e  r e c o r d i n g s ,  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  any th ing  of  
that n a t u r e .  And i n  con junc t i on  w i t h  t h i s  photography,  i f  you 
do have pho tographs ,  when you go t o  ma i l  them i n  as soon as 
you f i n d  o u t  t h a t  you have t h e s e  photographs ,  would you ca l l  
us c o l l e c t  and l e t  us know t h a t  you 've  g o t  them on the way? 

A. I s u r e  w i l l .  

Q You've g o t  ou r  phone number, I t h i n k .  You've been 
t a l k i n g  t o  peop le  up h e r e .  Who have you been t a l k i n g  t o ,  
MACHUSICK? 

A. Y e s ,  MACHUSICK . 
Q J u s t  t e l l  MACHUSICK t h a t  you 've  g o t  some photo-
graphs  and you would l i k e  t o  ma i l  them i n .  H e ' l l  p a s s  it t o  
m e .  You cou ld  t a l k  t o  m e  b u t  I ' m  u s u a l l y  i nvo lved  i n  t h i s .  
I t  would j u s t  t a k e  up t i m e .  W e  can u s u a l l y  g e t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
reproduced i n  a p e r i o d  of  a couple  o f  days .  I t  s h o u l d n ' t  
t a k e  much l o n g e r .  

A. If I g o t  t h e  n e g a t i v e s ,  do you want t h o s e  o r  t h e  
p i c t u r e s ?  
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Q Actua l ly  it probably would be--if you could i d e n t i f y
the--are you t a l k i n g  about 35 m i l l i m e t e r  o r  photographs? You're 
t a l k i n g  about  photographs. I t  would probably be b e s t  i f  you 
s e n t  t h e  nega t ive  because t h a t  way w e  know what t h e  sequence 
of t h e  p r i n t s  is .  

A. I usua l ly  always keep t h e  nega t ives .  

Q. W e  can use e i t h e r  one. W e  t r y  t o ,  whenever 
p o s s i b l e ,  work them i n  sequence. I f  w e  know what t h e  sequence 
of photography w a s ,  t h a t  would l o c a t e  t h e  guy t h a t  took t h e  
p i c t u r e s .  

A. W e l l ,  I w i l l  look through them and see i f  I can 
f i n d  them. 

COL WILSON: I would a p p r e c i a t e  it. We're i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your 
p i c t u r e s  of 15,  16 ,  17 ,  18 ,  19 ,  and 20 March, about the  t i m e  
COCHRAN was k i l l e d  and 3 t o  5 days a f t e r  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  
pe r iod  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about.  W e  s u r e  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming 
i n .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r eces s .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1206 hours ,  2 February 
1970.) 
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