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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: DOHERTY, W i l l i a m  F. SP4 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 12 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder 

COUNSEL: Major Lewis J .  ROSE, 1111 Army-Navy Drive, 
Ar l ing ton ,  V i r g i n i a .  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rif leman,  3d P l a toon ,  
C/1/20. 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

DOHERTY r e c a l l e d  no i n s t r u c t i o n s  given by Captain 
MEDINA about  t h e  handl ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 7) . 
2. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

The w i t n e s s  r e fused  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h e  
a s s a u l t  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recall  going through My La i  (5) 
a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 5 ) .  He heard  t h a t  VC s u s p e c t s  
were ques t ioned  by Nat iona l  P o l i c e ,  b u t  knew noth ing  
f u r t h e r  (pg. 6 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  recal l  what t h e  company d i d  
on t h e  1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h  (pg. 6 ) .  

3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

DOHERTY r e c a l l e d  n e i t h e r  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  on t h e  1 8 t h  no r  
t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  C Company by Colonel  HENDERSON a t  
LZ Dottie (pg. 6 ) .  H e  heard  by way o f  rumor  t h a t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  be ing  conducted (pg. 6 ) .  Ne i the r  MEDINA 
nor  anyone else t o l d  him t o  be q u i e t  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
(pg. 7) . , H e  w a s  n o t  ques t ioned  by anyone i n  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
c a p a c i t y  and he knew o f  no one i n  t h e  company who w a s  (pgs.  
7, 8)  
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1970.) 
(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0820  hairs, 12 January 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : 
ZYCHOWSKI, 

The fol lowing per
and MAJ COOP. . 

sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, MAJ 

The nex t  w i tnes s  i s  SP4 W i l l i a m  F. DOHERTY. 

(SP4 DOHERTY was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

Would you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
s t a t i o n ?  

A. SP4 Will iam F. DOHERTY, F o r t  Hood, Texas, B / 2 / 4 1 s t  
I n f a n t r y ,  U.S. Army, 

MR WEST: Before  w e  proceed wi th  any q u e s t i o n s ,  I want 
t o  adv i se  you of t h e  n a t u r e  of t h i s  i n q u i r y  and your 
t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s .  This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and Chief of  S t a f f  of t h e  Army 
f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations concerning two m a t t e r s  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of t h e  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as the My 
La i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  wi thhold ing  of 
in format ion  by any person  who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and 
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  
words, whether  t h e r e  was a coverup. 

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n q u i r e  i n t o  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what 
happened a t  My Lai .  I t  i s  n o t  o u r  purpose,  f o r  example, 
t o  de te rmine  t h e  c r i m i n a l  c u l p a b i l i t y  of any i n d i v i d u a l  
o r  of any th ing  t h a t  might have happened t h e r e .  

We've had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have reviewed 
p r i o r  s t a t e m e n t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  For example, we have t h e  copy of a state-
ment which you gave t o  Colonel  WILSON who was conduct ing 
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an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  The Inspec to r  General  i n  May of 1969. 
Your test imony w i l l  be  t aken  under oa th .  A verbat im t r a n s -
c r i p t  w i l l  be  p repared .  A t a p e  record ing  is be ing  made i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im no te s  be ing  taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony o r  
p a r t s  of it may l a t e r  become a  m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  t o  no t  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  
b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i -
c i a l  duty  o r  as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent 
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

Are you s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i -
t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  cou r t -mar t i a l  case  of  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v. Ca l ley?  Did you r e c e i v e  a l e t t e r  from Capta in  
DANIEL, t h e  t r i a l  counse l  i n  t h e  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  
v. Ca l l ey?  This  would concern an o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge,  Colonel  KENNEDY, which adv i se s  w i t n e s s e s  o r  pros-  
p e c t i v e  w i t n e s s e s  n o t  t o  t a l k  about t h i s  ca se .  Did you 
g e t  such a l e t t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- I do want t o  adv i se  you t h a t  t h i s  hea r ing  today 
i s  p e r m i s s i b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  t e r m s  of t h a t  o r d e r .  There is no 
c o n f l i c t  between them. Also,  when w e  ask you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h e  case, t h a t  d o e s n ' t  a f f e c t  o r  change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
of t h a t  o r d e r .  I t ' s  s t i l l  i n  f o r c e .  

I unders tand t h a t  i n  December 1969 when you were 
be ing  ques t ioned  by M r .  GRAHAM of t h e  C I D ,  you were advised  
of your  r i g h t s  t o  l e g a l  counse l  and f u r t h e r  adv ised  t h a t  you 
w e r e  su spec t ed  of murder a r i s i n g  o u t  of your  conduct  i n  My 
La i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968. I n  view of t h i s ,  I want t o  adv i se  
you concerning your  r i g h t s  a s  a  w i t n e s s  t o  be  a b s o l u t e l y  
s u r e  you unders tand them. 

Your r i g h t s  are: 

F i r s t ,  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t .  

Secondly, any s t a t emen t  you may make may be used 
a s  evidence a g a i n s t  you i n  a  c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  

Th i rd ,  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i th  counse l ,  
a  q u a l i f i e d  lawyer,  and have such counse l  p r e s e n t  wi th  you 
du r ing  t h e  ques t ion ing .  You may r e t a i n  counse l  a t  your own 
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expense or counsel will be appointed for you at no expense to 
you. And since you are subject to the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice, appointed counsel may be military counsel of your 
own selection if he is reasonably available. 

Even if you decide to answer questions now, without 
having counsel present, you may stop answering questions at 
any time. Also, you may request counsel at any time during 
these questions. Do you understand these rights? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you wish any further,explanation? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q Do you have any questions? 

A. There is a possibility that I could be charged 
by the Army with murder, is this true? 

Q On the basis of what information the CID has, yes.
Let me say here, though, that we are not directly concerned 
with the conduct, acts of yours, that morning at My Lai 
on 16 March 1968, which may be the basis of such charges. 
And if you agree to answer questions, you may refuse to 
answer any question which tends to bring out such acts. 
You may, of course, refuse to answer any question which 
in any way would incriminate you. Let me ask you, do 
you want counsel? 

A. Yes, sir. 

MR WEST: We'll recess and obtain counsel for you. The 
hearing will be recessed. 

(The hearing recessed at 0830 hours, 12 January 
1970.) 

(The hearing reconvened at 1117 hours, 12 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The hearing will come to order. 

RCDR: The following persons are present: MR WEST, MAJ 
ZYCHOWSKI and MAJ COOP. 

The hearing recalls Specialist DOHERTY. 
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(SP4 DOHERTY was r e c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s .  ) 

MR WEST: S p e c i a l i s t  DOHERTY, you are reminded t h a t  you 
a r e  s t i l l  under  o a t h .  A r e  you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counse l?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q W i l l  c ounse l  p l e a s e  s t a t e  h i s  name and a d d r e s s  
f o r  t h e  r eco rd?  

I C :  Major Lewis J .  ROSE, 1111 Army-Navy Dr ive ,  
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22202 

Q. A r e  you a member of  t h e  Judge Advocate G e n e r a l ' s  
Corps? 

I C  : Y e s ,  s i r ,  I am. 

Q What s t a t e  are you admi t t ed  i n ?  

I C  : New York. 

Q - S p e c i a l i s t  DOHERTY, have you had an  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  your  counse l?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Have you made a d e c i s i o n  a s  t o  whether  you wish 
t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I was adv i sed  n o t  t o  answer any 
q u e s t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f .  

Q. I w i l l  ask you some q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e n ,  beg inn ing
w i t h  t h e  p e r i o d  a f t e r  C h a r l i e  Company l e f t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
And if a t  any t i m e  you wish t o  t a l k  t o  c o u n s e l ,  p l e a s e  do 
so .  You may, o f  cou r se ,  r e f u s e  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  i f  you 
wish t o .  I assume you w i l l  be  guided by your  counse l  i n  
t h i s  r ega rd .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we've y e t  e s t a b l i s h e d  what 
your  ass ignment  w a s  on 16 March 1968. Could you t e l l  us 
p l e a s e  what your  g r ade  w a s  and your o u t f i t  and ass iynment  
a t  t h a t  t ime? 
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A. My grade was PFC. I was a r i f leman,  a l s o  a point-
man, with t h e  3d Platoon. I d o n ' t  remember p a r t i c u l a r l y  
what squad. 

Q. You were i n  t h e  3d Platoon? 

A. Yes. 

Q =  C/1/2O? 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. A t  t h a t  time was C Company a p a r t  of Task Force 
Barker? 

A. yes ,  sir.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Do you r e c a l l  what C Company d i d  on 
t h e  af ternoon of 1 6  March 1968 a f t e r  it l e f t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. We j u s t  proceeded through approximately 8 t o  15  
v i l l a g e s ,  searching.  

Q This w a s  on the  af ternoon of t h e  16th? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Do you remember going through t h e  v i l l a g e  of My 
L a i  (5), which l ies a l i t t l e  north and t o  t h e  e a s t  of  My Lai 
( 4 )  ? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  I can remember t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether any c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  
i n  My Lai  (5)? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q. Where d id  C Company l a a g e r  f o r  the  n i g h t  on t h e  
16th? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say. I p r ~ b a b l y ~ w o u l d n ' tbe 
a b l e  t o  p o i n t  it ou t  on the map. 
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Q. We had evidence t h a t  C Company moved from My Lai  
( 4 )  genera l ly  t o  t h e  e a s t  and a l i t t l e  nor th  some d i s t a n c e  
and joined up wi th  B Company and laagered f o r  t h e  night 
near  a  graveyard. Do you r e c a l l ,  l a t e  on t h i s  a f te rnoon,  
see ing  any members of t h e  Nat ional  Police.?A ,.=: . . 

A .  I d i d n ' t  s ee  them, s i r ,  but  I Mew t h a t  they w e r e  
i n  t h e  company. 

Q Did you hear  anything about o r  d i d  you see these  
Nat ional  Po l i ce  k i l l  some VC suspects?  

A .  I heard they were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  VC suspec t s ,  
b u t  I don ' t  know f o r  su re .  

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  i t ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q. Do you remember what C Company d i d  t h e  nex t  2 
days, t h e  17th and t h e  18th? 

A .  N o t  very much, s i r .  

Q. Do you remember C Company being l i f t e d  o u t  by 
h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e  af ternoon of t h e  18th and be ing  taken back 
t o  Landing Zone Dot t ie?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r  t a l k i n g  t o  a 
number of members of C Company back a t  Landing Zone Dot t i e  
and asking them about what happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q. Did you hear  anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
being conducted i n t o  what happened a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  But t h a t ' s  about a l l  it w a s .  I heard 
some t a l k .  You know, I d i d n ' t  hea r  it f romany  se rgean t s ,  
o r  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  o r  cap ta ins .  

Q .This w a s  r i g h t  a f t e r  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I hea rd  t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  be an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  about i t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  it. 

Q Did anybody e v e r  come and t a l k  t o  you about  i t ?  

A. No, sir.  The f i r s t  t i m e  anybody e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  
m e  about My L a i  w a s  Colonel  WILSON. 

Q Colonel  WILSON, i n  May of 1969? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Okay. Going back t o  t h e  days r i g h t  a f t e r  My La i  
( 4 ) ,  do you remember Capta in  MEDINA g e t t i n g  t h e  company 
t o g e t h e r  and say ing  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going 
on and it would be b e s t  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  what happened a t  
My L a i  ( 4 )  du r ing  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I don 't remember t h i s .  

Q Did anyone e v e r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about  
what happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No. Nobody r e a l l y  t o l d  m e  t o  keep q u i e t .  

Q. D o  you remember i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  by Capta in
MEDINA about  t h e  handl ing  of p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q. S p e c i a l i s t  DOHERTY, a s  w a s  exp la ined  t o  you earl ier ,  
w e  are endeavoring t o  determine j u s t  what i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  w e r e  conducted immediately a f t e rwards  
and t h e  adequacy of  t h o s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  and a l s o  w e ' r e  
t r y i n g  t o  determine whether t h e r e  w a s  any coverup o f  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  s o  t h a t  it d i d  n o t  become known. Within t h e  l i m i -
t a t i o n s  you 've  imposed about  your  t es t imony,  i f  you can 
t h i n k  of any th ing  t h a t  might h e l p  us i n  o u r  i n q u i r y ,  t h a t  
you would be w i l l i n g  t o  t e l l  u s ,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  it. There 
may be  something you can t h i n k  of  t h a t  has  n o t  been covered 
by q u e s t i o n s  which might be h e l p f u l .  So, i f  you can t h i n k  of  
any th ing ,  we'd l i k e  t o  have you t e l l  us .  

A. No, sir .  The on ly  t h i n g  I hea rd  about  an inves-
t i g a t i o n  w a s  t h a t ,  as I s a y ,  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
Approximately, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  more t h a n  30 days a f t e r  t h a t ,  
I w a s  o u t  of  t h e  company. I w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  and I never  
heard  anyth ing .  
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Q D o  you know whether any o t h e r  member of t h e  com-
pany w a s  q u e s t i o n e d  abou t  what happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 
1 6  March? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  

MR WEST: Thank you,  S p e c i a l i s t  DOHERTY. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  
be r ece s sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1128 h o u r s ,  1 2  January 

APP T-131 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: DUSTIN, Fred W .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 9 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Rifleman, 3d P la toon ,  
C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

DUSTIN rece ived  no t r a i n i n g  on t h e  r u l e s  of 
engagement o r  t h e  t r ea tmen t  of PW's and noncombatants 
e i t h e r  i n  Hawaii o r  Vietnam (pg. 32 ) .  He had been t o l d  
t o  s ea rch  p r i s o n e r s ,  d isarm them, keep them q u i e t ,  and 
keep them s e p a r a t e d  (pg. 2 0 ) .  He had some t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
handl ing  of  PW's and noncombatants whi le  i n  AIT (pg. 33) .  
The wi tnes s  had never  s een  t h e  MACV Cards "Nine Rules" or 
"Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pg. 3 3 ) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  a mine f i e ld  i n c i d e n t  where 
s e v e r a l  persons  were k i l l e d  (pg. 1 0 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
men had been sn iped  a t  and s u f f e r e d  c a s u a l t i e s  from booby- 
t r a p s  (pg. 4 ) .  Also,  they  r e s e n t e d  Vietnamese people  
because they  f e l t  they  were f i g h t i n g  t h e i r  war f o r  them 
(pg. 1 5 ) .  A s  a r e s u l t  t h e  men looked upon t h e  My Lai  
o p e r a t i o n  a s  an oppor tun i ty  f o r  revenge (pg. 5 ) .  Captain  
MEDINA may have r e f e r r e d  t o  it a s  a chance f o r  revenge (pg. 5 ) .  
H e  t o l d  t h e  company t h a t  hootches ,  food s u p p l i e s ,  and 
animals w e r e  t o  b e  des t royed  (pg.  4 ) .  While MEDINA d i d  no t  
s ay  t h a t  everyone was t o  be  k i l l e d ,  he s a i d  t h a t  everyone 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  t o  be  cons idered  an enemy (pgs.  4 ,  1 7 ) .  
The people  had been warned t o  l eave  and t h u s  anyone l e f t  
would be  a VC o r  a VC sympathizer  (pg.  4 ) .  DUSTIN 
i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e s e  remarks t o  mean t h a t  t h e  company should be  
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very c a u t i o u s  of anyone found i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 7 ) .  He 
d i d  n o t  t h i n k  they  were t o  be k i l l e d  (pg. 1 7 ) .  DUSTIN d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  being t o l d  t h a t  everyone would be  a t  market 
(pg. 2 1 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  a p l a toon  b r i e f i n g  fo l lowing  

MEDINA's  b r i e f i n g  (pg.  5 ) .  

3 .  ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a .  Entry  i n t o  v i l l a g e .  

(1) The p l a toon  moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

DUSTIN'S p l a toon  a r r i v e d  l a s t  and wai ted  on 
t h e  LZ i n  a de fens ive  l i n e  f a c i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  about  
30 minutes f o r  t h e  o t h e r  p l a toons  t o  move through My L a i  
(pgs. 23, 24 ) .  The t h i r d  p l a toon  searched and burned hootches  
and des t royed  l i v e s t o c k  a s  it went through t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 6 ) .  H e  hea rd  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  shoo t ing ,  b u t  t h e  t h i r d  
platoon had no r e s i s t a n c e  and he  knew o f  no r e s i s t a n c e  
m e t  by t h e  rest of  t h e  company (pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  H i s  p l a toon  
became mixed wi th  t h e  o t h e r s  (pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  saw many dead 
o l d  men, women, and c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  no mi l i t a ry -age  males 
(pg. 6 )  

( 2 )  DUSTIN s e e s  a group of  people  s h o t .  

A s  he moved down t h e  main t r a i l  he passed a 
group of  10 women and c h i l d r e n  being guarded by American 
s o l d i e r s  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  heard  s h o t s  and tu rned  t o  d i s c o v e r  
t h a t  except  f o r  a l i t t l e  g i r l  t h e  e n t i r e  group had been 
s h o t  by two Negro so ld ie rs - -one  t a l l ,  one s h o r t  (pgs .  7,8, 
2 4 ) .  .He d i d  n o t  know what happened t o  t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l  
(pg. 2 6 )  

( 3 )  DUSTIN observes  a qroup of  dead people .  

H e  con t inued  t o  move a long  t h e  main t r a i l  
t o  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 8 ) .  He s a w  a group 
of 10-15 bod ie s  a t  a d i s t a n c e  of 1 0 0  meters (pgs. 8 ,  26). 
H e  d i d  n o t  go over  t o  look a t  them and t h u s  did not 
know t h e i r  age o r  s e x  (pg. 9). 

( 4 )  F u r t h e r  movements. 

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h i s  scene he r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  i n  which he r e j o i n e d  h i s  p l a toon  and then  
l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  where t hey  
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marr ied up w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company (pg. 2 7 ) .  Aroung 
1030 word had been passed from one s o l d i e r  t o  t h e  nex t  t o  
s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing  (pgs .  9 ,  1 0 ) .  I n  a l l  he saw about  100 
bodies  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  many of which were s c a t t e r e d  a long  t h e  
t r a i l  i n  groups of two o r  t h r e e  (pgs. 9 ,  2 4 ) .  Th is  group 
w a s  composed of o l d  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  (pg.  24) .  He 
saw no mi l i t a ry -age  males (pg. 2 4 ) .  The t h i r d  p l a toon  
d i d  n o t  t a k e  any p r i s o n e r s  (pg.  11). DUSTIN b e l i e v e d  the 
company avenged t h e  people  it had l o s t  b e f o r e  t h e  
a s s a u l t  (pg. 11). 

b. Movements a f t e r  l eav ing  My La i .  

DUSTIN d i d  n o t  remember what t h e  company d i d  
a f t e r  l e a v i n g  My Lai  (pg. 27 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  it moved 
toward t h e  ocean,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  bivouac wi th  
B/4/3 on t h e  n i g h t  of 16 March (pgs.  1 4 ,  27) .  H e  remembered 
something about  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  k i l l i n g  a s u s p e c t ,  b u t  he  
r e c a l l e d  no th ing  about a f i n g e r  be ing  removed (pg. 
knew no th ing  about  an i n c i d e n t  a t  Co Lay (pg.  1 4 ) .  

1 3 ) .  H e  

4. I N Q U I R Y  AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

DUSTIN d i d  n o t  remember t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  
18 th  o r  q u e s t i o n i n g  by HENDERSON (pg. 1 4 ) .  

on t h e  
MEDINA t o l d  

t h e  company t h e r e  was going t o  be  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  
t hey  should  on ly  t a l k  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  (pgs.  1 4 ,  
1 5 ) .  Ne i the r  he nor  anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  company was ques t ioned  
(pgs.  15 ,  18) . Had t h e  men been p rope r ly  ques t ioned  t h e  
f a c t s  would have come o u t  (pgs .  1 9 ,  2 0 )  . The men d i d  n o t  
d i s c u s s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  among themselves (pg. 1 8 ) .  DUSTIN d i d  
n o t  know why t h e  i n c i d e n t  was n o t  p rope r ly  r e p o r t e d  (pg. 1 8 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Eva lua t ion  of o f f i c e r s .  

DUSTIN t r u s t e d  M E D I N A ' s  judgment, b u t  was n o t  i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  t o  dec ide  i f  he had c o n t r o l  of t h e  company on t h e  
16 th  (pgs. 1 12) . Lieu tenan t  LACROSS wnss a good l e a d e r  who w a s  
f r i e n d l y  w i t h  t h e  men and easy  going (pgs.  2 1 ,  2 2 ) .  

b .  U s e  of  mari juana.  

Although he knew t h a t  some of t h e  men used mar i juana ,  
he  d i d  n o t  know i f  it was used on t h e  16th  (pg.  22) . There 
was a good p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some of t h e  men w e r e  "up on i t "  
t h a t  day (pg.  22 ) .  
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c .  Reason f o r  i n c i d e n t .  

DUSTIN thought  My Lai  happened because they  
wanted revenge and because they  were "psyched-up" by 
MEDINA (pg. 1 6 )  . 
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EXIIIRITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES- PAGES 

1 a n t e r e d  i n t o  I 
M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" evidence.  34 

MACV Card "Enemy i n  Your Entered i n t o  
M-3 Hands'' evidence.  34 

W i t  asked t o  o r i e n t .  
P-1 l ~ e r i a lphoto o f  My Lai  . fhimself  on map. 1 5 , 6  

1 t w i t  marked l o c a t i o n 7  
with:l 

~ i t - F a F k e d  p o i n t  
where he saw10; 
 LZ
s o t  wi th  

he saw CARTER wi th-
a number " 3 " .  

E::::s:iie 
me ers away w l-W-i::f 

A s  i d e n t i f i e d  by 

I 

P-14 

~ P H U t h i r d  from r i g h t .  
second from r i g h t t h e  w i t n e s s .  
of  DUSTIN s e t t i n d l ~ s i d e n t i t l s d b y  

f i r e  t o  hootch.  [ t h e  ; i t n e s s L b i  

1 
II 

28 

28 
House a long  nor th-south AS 1 e n t i f i  

P-16 I t r a i l  w i t  
Iburned. 

1 29 

P-17 
MARONEY second f  

I r i g h t ,  PHU t h i r d  
K 

from 
( A s  i d e n t i t i e d  by 
t h e  w i t n e s s .  29 

r i g h t .  

P - 3 3  l ~ a m e  hootch a s  P-16 1 t h e  w i t n e s s .  1 29 
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EXIIIBITS 

E X H I B I T  
NUME3ER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

(shows -same woman and hs i d e n t i f i e d  
P-34 c h i l d  a s  P-16. by t h e  w i t n e s s .  29 

A s  i d e n t i f i e d  by  
P-36 P i c t u r e  o f  CARTER - t h e  w i t n e s s .  3 0

C h i l d  he  saw a l o n g  A s  i d e n t i f i e d  by 
P-38 s o u t h  b o r d e r  o f  w i t n e s s .  30-- villaqe_,.t&_e_ - - - - _

P i c t u r e  o f  10 p e o p l e  he A s  i d e n t i f i e d  by 
P-40 had s e e n  s h o t .  t h e  w i t n e s s .  30 


%iinks t h i s  i s  group o f  A s  i d e < c I c e J  by 

P-41 b o d i e s  he saw from a t h e  w i t n e s s .  


d i s t a n c e .  

30 


A S  i d e n t i f i e d  by  

P-60 P i c t u r e  o f  GRIMES t h e  w i t n e s s  . 31 


A s  i d e n t i f i e d  by  

P-62 P i c t u r e  o f  WILLIAMS t h e  w i t n e s s .  31

-1%.
A s  i d e n t i f i e d  by  


P-64 A. Smith.  Behind him i s  t h e  w i t n e s s .  

P e t e  DELPOME . 


31 

P i c t u r e  o t  DELPOME A s  i a e n t i f i e d  by 

P-69 s e t t i n g  f i r e  t o  hoo tch .  t h e  w i t n e s s .  31 
P-1  a s  -Fated by t h e  .Enter=-into-

. P-153 w i t n e s s .  e v i d e n c e .  32 -

-
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 4 0 0  hou r s ,  9 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
LTC ROGERS, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and PclAJ COOP. 

The nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Fred W .  DUSTIN. 

(MR DUSTIN was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  w a s  
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

P l e a s e  s ta te  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  
and address .  

A .  M r .  Fred W i l l i a m  DUSTIN, I ' m  a c l e r k .  My address  
is  19749 Covel lo ,  Canoga Park,  C a l i f o r n i a .  

MR WEST: M r .  DUSTIN, b e f o r e  we g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s  
I want t o  adv i se  you about  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of  
t h i s  i n q u i r y .  This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  
United S t a t e s  Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of determining 
f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concern-
i n g  two t h i n g s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
t h a t  w e r e  made i n t o  what is  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  now 
a s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  of in format ion  
by anyone who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  o r  f u r n i s h  i n f o r -  
mation concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
whether t h e r e  w a s  any coverup. 

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted 
t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  a l l  a s p e c t s  of what happened a t  My Lai .  
For example, w e ' r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  concerned wi th  t h e  i n -  
d i v i d u a l  c u l p a b i l i t y  of anyone f o r  what happened t h e r e  
which may have been wrong o r  an o f f e n s e  of some kind.  

We've had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have 
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  ob ta ined  - a t  o t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  For example, we have 
a copy of t h e  s t a t e m e n t  which you gave t o  C I D  agen t s  
some t i m e  ago. 
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Your t es t imony  w i l l  be  t a k e n  under o a t h .  
A v e r b a t i n  t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p r epa red ,  and a  t ape -
r eco rd ing  i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  ve rba t im  
n o t e s  be ing  t aken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  I n o t i c e  you 
speak r a t h e r  c l e a r l y ,  and i f  you c o n t i n u e  t o  t a l k  
l i k e  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t e r  w i l l  g e t  eve ry th ing .  

Now, w e  are going t o  p r epa re  a r e p o r t .  
I t  w i l l  be c l a s s i f i e d  as c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  it i s  
p o s s i b l e  that t h e  t e s t imony ,  o r  p a r t s  of  i t ,  w i l l  
l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  knowledge. I t ' s  
something w e  c a n ' t  c o n t r o l  o u r s e l v e s .  

You are asked  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony  
h e r e  t o d a y ,  o r  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  who may come b e f o r e  u s ,  e x c e p t  as you 
may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do f o r  some competent  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  
j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. For example, t h e r e  i s  
a subcommittee o f  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee 
which i s  making an  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  My L a i  case, and 
t hey  have been c a l l i n g  some w i t n e s s e s .  Of c o u r s e ,  
when w e  ask you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  case, it wou ldn ' t  
app ly  t o  responding  t o  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  subcommittee. 

I a l s o  want t o  ask you, have you r e c e i v e d  
an o r d e r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Uni ted  
S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey?  

A.  No. 

MR WEST: Some of  o u r  w i t n e s s e s  have.  I j u s t  wanted 
t o  a d v i s e  t h a t  it i s  pe rmi s sab l e ,  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  
o f  t h a t  o r d e r ,  t o  t e s t i f y  h e r e .  And a l s o ,  shou ld  you 
r e c e i v e  an  o r d e r  l a t e r ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we've asked  
you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  case d o e s n ' t  a f f e c t  t h a t  o r d e r  i n  
one way o r  a n o t h e r .  

MR WEST: M r .  DUSTIN, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  I unders tand  
t h a t  you w e r e  a member of  t h e  Army on 16 March 1968 .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q What was your g rade  then? 

A. I b e l i e v e  PFC. 

Q What was your o u t f i t ?  Was it C h a r l i e  
Company 1/20,  Task Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What was your  p la toon?  

A. Th i rd  Pla toon.  

Q What was your du ty ,  you were--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Rifleman. 

Q Who was your squad l e a d e r ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  myself .  When d i d  you h e a r  
of the planned a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 )  , M r .  DUSTIN? 

A .  One o r  two days beforehand.  

Q . Was t h i s  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  company b r i e f i n g  
by Captain  MEDINA? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you remember what Captain  MEDINA s a i d  
du r ing  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. The whole t h i n g ?  

9- What you can r e c a l l .  

A. H e  s a i d  t h a t  w e  were going t o  have an 
a s s a u l t  on a v i l l a g e ,  it w a s  supposedly an enemy 
v i l l a g e .  We'd be  l e a v i n g  by choppers i n  t h e  morning, 
and would l and  o u t s i d e  of it. Like I s a i d ,  t h e  
v i l l a g e  was supposed t o  be an enemy v i l l a g e .  
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They w e r e  going t o  drop l e a f l e t s ,  o r  somehow l e t  
t h e  people  know t h a t  we were coming and t h a t  they 
should l eave .  Because anybody who was l e f t  was t o  be 
cons idered  enemy. And Captain  MEDINA t o l d  us t h a t ,  
a s  f a r  a s  he w a s  concerned,  everybody who was l e f t  
would be cons idered  an enemy, and we were t o  d e s t r o y  
t h e  v i l l a g e  because i t  w a s  f o r  VC and sympathizers .  
I guess  w e  w e r e  t o  burn t h e  hootches ,  d e s t r o y  t h e  
food s u p p l i e s ,  and k i l l  t h e  animals.  He s a i d  t h a t  
he c o u l d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  t e l l  us t o  k i l l  anyone, bu t  as 
f a r  as he w a s  concerned they  were enemy and t o  be 
t r e a t e d  as such.  T h a t ' s  about it. 

Q Did he say  anyth ing  about how long t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  was t o  l a s t ?  Cha r l i e  Company, 
how long it w a s  t o  be i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you know whether t h e r e  was a meeting 
of  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  and p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  b e f o r e  t h e  
company b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know anyth ing  about t h a t , - s i r .  

Q What w a s  t h e  mood of t h e  men of t h e  company 
a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Worried, I guess ,  because it was t h e  f i r s t  
a s s a u l t  of  any d e f i n i t e  n a t u r e  on which we were t o  
go. Af ra id ,  I guess ,  anxious .  

Q A s  I unders tand ,  t h e  company up t o  t h i s  
t i m e  had had q u i t e  a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s  from s n i p e r s ,  
booby t r a p s ,  and g e t t i n g  i n t o  m i n e f i e l d s ,  and they  
had never  r e a l l y  had a good chance t o  come t o  g r i p s  
w i t h  t h e  VC. 

A. That  I s  r i g h t .  
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Q Was t h e r e  any f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was going 
t o  be a chance--you were going t o  g e t  a chance t o  g e t  
even wi th  "Cha r l i e "?  

A. I would say s o ,  yes .  

Q- Did Captain  MEDINA sugges t  t h i s  a s p e c t
of t h i n g s ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. H e  may have s a i d  something l i k e  t h i s  
would be  o u r  chance f o r  revenge.  

Q Did you have a p l a toon  b r i e f i n g  a f t e r  
t h i s ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Your p l a toon  l e a d e r  was L ieu tenan t  LACROSS? 

A. Y e s .  

a. Your p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  was Sergeant  LOPEZ? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Did LOPEZ t a l k  t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember now. 

Q .  L e t ' s  move on t o  t h e  n e x t  day. A f t e r  you 
w e r e  l i f t e d  i n  t o - - l e t ' s  g e t  a photograph. W e  might 
j u s t  as w e l l  show you a blown-up a e r i a l  photograph,  
E x h i b i t  P-1, of My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  M r .  DUSTIN. 
A s  you see it i n  f r o n t  of you, it i s  o r i e n t e d  so t h e  
top is  t o  t h e  no r th .  This  east t o  t h e  China Sea. 
The s c a l e  of t h i s  i s  1 inch  equa l s  about  80 m e t e r s .  
If you look o v e r  on t h e  map h e r e ,  you can s e e  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
There i s  t h e  s t ream going around h e r e ,  and you n o t i c e  
the t r a i l  Highway 521, t h a t ' s  h e r e ,  and t h e  l and ing  zone 
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w a s  w e s t  of t h e  hamle t ,  as you r e c a l l .  Now, do you r e c a l l  
t h e  miss ion of  t h e  3d Pla toon? 

A. We were t o  remain o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
as t h e  r e s e r v e  p l a toon ,  and t o  fol low t h r o u g h . a f t e r  
t h e  f i r s t  t w o  p l a toons  g o t  through on l i n e .  

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
about  burn ing  hootches  f o r  t h e  3d P la toon?  

A. No, n o t  s p e c i a l  ones .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  would you j u s t  d e s c r i b e  f o r  
u s ,  t h e n ,  what you s a w ,  what t h e  p l a toon  d i d  a s  you 
moved--after you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. A s  w e  were moving through we were s ea rch ing  
t h e  hootches ,  s e t t i n g  them on f i r e ,  and dumping o v e r  
r i c e .  I k i l l e d  two p i g s  and a  wate r  b u f f a l o .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  everybody was k i l l i n g  t h e  animals  o r  no t .  W e  
w e r e  j u s t  g e n e r a l l y  c l ean ing  up. I f  t h e r e  w e r e  any 
people  around,  w e  w e r e  supposed t o  b r i n g  them towards 
t h e  middle t o  be h e l d  as p r i s o n e r s ,  I guess .  

Q. L e t ' s  t a k e  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  
as you moved through.  Did you s e e  any dead bodies  
as you went a long? 

A. Q u i t e  a few. 

Q - What w e r e  t h e s e  a s  f a r  as age and sex  w a s  
concerned? 

A. A l o t  of women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men. 
I d o n ' t  recall  s ee ing  any mi l i t a ry -age  m a l e s .  

Q Up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  were you aware of  any 
enemy r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l ?  

A. W e l l ,  we were o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  None 
of t h e  f i r e  I recall  came over  my head,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  
r e a l l y  say who w a s  shoo t ing  a t  whom. 
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9. Could you hea r  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, q u i t e  a b i t  of shoot ing .  

Q Did t h e  3d P la toon  i t s e l f  meet any r e s i s t a n c e  
a t  a l l ?  

Q .  Up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  s a y ,  halfway through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  had you seen any Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  
k i l l e d ?  I unders tand you had seen  some dead bod ie s ,  
b u t  d i d  you see anybody a c t u a l l y  shoo t ing  anybody? 

A .  No. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  I b e l i e v e ,  accord ing  t o  your 
s t a t emen t  t o  M r .  PORTER, t h e  CID a g e n t ,  t h a t  you d i d  
s e e  a shoo t ing  i n c i d e n t  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on,  a t  least  
you were i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  one l a t e r  on around t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Would you d e s c r i b e  t h a t ?  

A. I t  w a s  on t h e  main t r a i l  running,  I guess ,  
no r th  and sou th  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  There w e r e  some 
women and c h i l d r e n  brought  o u t  from hootches i n t o  t h e  
t r a i l ,  and they  were be ing  guarded by t h e  G I s .  I w a s  
walking p a s t ,  and as they  were be ing  brought  o u t ,  a f t e r  
I had j u s t  g o t t e n  p a s t  them, I heard  some s h o t s .  I 
tu rned  around,  and they  had been s h o t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
a c t u a l l y  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  shoot ing .  

Q You remember about how many people  t h e r e  
w e r e  i n  t h i s  group? 

A. I t  seemed t o  me l i k e  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a 
few, maybe 10.  

Q .  Were they  a l l  women and g i r l s ?  

A. .I b e l i e v e  so .  There could have been an o l d  
man o r  t w o .  

Q. Could you describe--Do you remember t h e  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  t w o  s o l d i e r s ?  
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A. I w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  t a k i n g  no te  of  who was 
where, b u t  it seems t o  m e  t h a t  they were,  a s  I s a i d  
t o  t h e  C I D  man, bo th  Negroes, and one of them was 
t a l l e r  t han  t h e  o t h e r .  One w a s  a l i t t l e  t a l l e r  t han  
average,  and t h e  o t h e r  was s h o r t e r  t han  average.  

Q. W e  have some photographs ,  M r .  D U S T I N .  Maybe 
you can i d e n t i f y  a photograph of t h i s  group. We have 
a group t h a t  looks--seems t o  f i t  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n .  
Major ZYCHOWSKI w i l l  go over  some photographs wi th  you 
l a t e r  on. Were a l l  t h e  people  i n  t h i s  group k i l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know about  e v e n t u a l l y ,  b u t  I know 
when I looked,  one g i r l  w a s  s t i l l  a l i v e .  

Q What s o r t  of  weapon were t h e  men f i r i n g  
a t  t h e s e  people?  

Q- M-16? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. What d i d  you do o r  s e e  a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A.  Then I went on down o u t  t h e  main t r a i l ,  
and walked a long  o u t  t o  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
down t h e  s i d e  a l i t t l e  ways. I s t ayed  t h e r e  most o f  
t h e  t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  l i f t .  And they  c a l l e d  t h e  company 
t o g e t h e r ,  and w e  moved o u t .  

Q. L e t ' s  go back a b i t ,  now. A s  you came o u t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a long  t h i s  nor th-south t r a i l ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
you t o l d  M r .  PORTER t h a t  you saw a group of  bodies  o u t  
some d i s t a n c e  a long  t h e  t r a i l .  

A. Yes, I seem t o  remember. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
I t o l d  him I d e f i n i t e l y  s a w  them, b u t  it seemed t o  
m e  t h e r e  were some bodies  o u t  maybe 100 yards  on t h i s  
t r a i l .  
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.The way he has  it h e r e ,  you s a i d  t o  him: 
"As I reached t h e  sou thern  t r e e l i n e  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I looked o u t  over  t h e  b a r e  
space .  And a t  a d i s t a n c e  o f  approximately 
100 meters ,  I saw what I t h i n k  were some 
more bodies  l y i n g  on t h e  t r a i l .  

"At t h i s  p o i n t  I moved e a s t ,  moving i n t o  
t h e  tree l i n e , "  

a s  you j u s t  de sc r ibed .  I asked you t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  be-
cause  w e  have had o t h e r  w i tnes ses  who saw a group of  bodies  
about t h i s  same p l a c e .  Could you t e l l  what t hey  w e r e .  Were 
they  women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A.  I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  I d i d n ' t  go ove r  and 
look a t  them. 

Q Too. f a r  away. I b e l i e v e  when you moved 
back t o  t h e  eas t ,  I b e l i e v e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s ,  you 
joined up w i t h  o t h e r  members of  t h e  3d Pla toon.  Could 
you t e l l  us  what you d i d  then?  

A. A s  I remember, we jo ined  up a long  t h a t  t r a i l ,  
moved t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and moved on 
o u t .  

Q Did you have lunch t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
be fo re  you moved on? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q.  About how many bodies  of  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  
d i d  you see i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a l t o g e t h e r ?  Could you 
e s t i m a t e ?  

A. Maybe 100. 

Q.  Do you remember hea r ing  an o r d e r  du r ing  t h e  
morning, perhaps  between 10:30 and 11 o ' c l o c k ,  t o  s t o p  
t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing?  
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A. Maybe, I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t  w a s n ' t  handed t o  
me a s  an o r d e r ,  j u s t  people  t e l l i n g  each o t h e r  t o  s t o p  
shoot ing .  

Q. Did you g e t  t h e  impress ion t h a t  it might 
have been passed  a long? From t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  f o r  
example. 

A. To me it sounded l i k e  j u s t  t o  s t o p  shoo t ing ,  
because t h e r e  were G I ' s  a l l  over  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and it 
would be  easy  t o  h i t  one of them. 

Q- I s e e .  Witnesses have t o l d  us t h a t  t h e  
1st P la toon  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  L i eu t enan t  CALLEY, and 
t h e  2d P la toon  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  L i eu t enan t  BROOKS 
both  d i d  i s s u e  o r d e r s ,  I t h i n k  it was a long  about  
t h i s  t i m e ,  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing  and knock o f f  t h e  
k i l l i n g ,  o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  Apparently 
because they r e c e i v e d  t h e s e  o r d e r s  from Capta in  
MEDINA over  t h e  r a d i o  on t h e  company n e t ,  t h e  company 
"push." I thought  perhaps  L ieu tenan t  LACROSS had 
r ece ived  t h e  same o r d e r .  Did you spend any t ime around 
L ieu tenan t  LACROSS t h a t  morning, p a r t i c u l a r l y ?  

A. I may have passed him, b u t  I w a s n ' t  a s s igned  
t o  h i s  headqua r t e r s ,  s o  I wouldn ' t  be nea r  him. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what you t o l d  M r .  PORTER 
as  t o  why t h e  a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 )  was d i f f e r e n t  
from any t h a t  you had been on b e f o r e ,  and a f t e rwards  
f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  it was t h e  f i r s t  one where we had 
a d e f i n i t e  t a r g e t  t h a t  was t h e  main th ing .  I t  w a s n ' t  
j u s t  a  b i g  p a t r o l .  About--well, sometime b e f o r e ,  
3 weeks o r  a month o r  s o ,  w e  had walked through a 
mine f i e ld  and g o t t e n  s e v e r a l  c a s u a l t i e s .  I t h i n k  
it w a s  two guys who g o t  k i l l e d ,  and q u i t e  a few who 
g o t  i n j u r e d  bad ly .  And a l s o ,  b e f o r e  we went through 
the  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  squad l e a d e r ,  COX, i n  my p l a t o o n  w a s  
k i l l e d  by a - - i t  was e i t h e r  a  mine, o r  a booby t r a p ,  
o r  he j u s t  p icked up a dud round and i t  went o f f .  
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S e v e r a l  members o f  h i s  squad w e r e  h u r t  p r e t t y  bad ly .  
SO you ask about  mot ive  f o r  t h e  a s s a u l t .  I t  was s o r t  
of revenge f o r  us .  

Q. I t h i n k  t h e  way you expressed  it t o  M r .  PORTER 
was t h a t  you s a i d :  

"The men of t h e  e n t i r e  u n i t  w e r e  'psyched 
up'  f o r  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  a s s a u l t .  A s  b e s t  I 
can r e c a l l ,  t h e  men w e r e  keyed up t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  f o r  My La i  ( 4 )  . I '  

Is t h i s  about  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I would t h i n k  s o .  

Q- id t h e  3d P l a toon  t a k e  any p r i s o n e r s  
t h a t  you r e c a l l  d u r i n g  t h e  morning? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, no. 

Q Did you see any people  rounded up by 3d 
Pla toon ,  any o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  i n  groups s e n t  forward 
any p l a c e ,  o r  s e n t  back? 

A. No. 

Q During t h e  morning, d i d  you see any v i s i t i n g  
o f f i c e r s  around My La i  ( 4 )  , such a s  somebody from Task 
Force  Barker ,  b r i g a d e ,  o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. How w e l l  d i d  you know--Did you g e t  t o  know 
Capta in  MEDINA w e l l ?  

A. A s  a person  o r  an o f f i c e r ?  

Q A s  an  o f f i c e r .  

A. I n  a way, I gues s  I g o t  t o  know him w e l l  
enough t o  t r u s t  h i s  judgment. 

Q Now, as you know, t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  o f  
Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  of My La i  ( 4 )  k i l l e d  t h a t  morn-
i n g  th roughout  t h e  hamle t ,  perhaps  more i n  t h e  1st 
P l a toon  s i d e .  
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Th i s  w a s  a most unusual  t h i n g ,  and one of t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  
w e  have had w a s  t h a t  Cap ta in  MEDINA j u s t  l o s t  c o n t r o l  of  
t h e  company. Things g o t  o u t  o f  hand. Were you i n  a p o s i t i o n  
t o  judge whether  t h e r e  w a s  any th ing  t o  t h i s ,  o r  n o t ?  

A. No, I was a r i f l eman .  I d i d n ' t  even--I had 
t r o u b l e  j u s t  f o l l owing  my squad l e a d e r  around.  

Q .  W e l l ,  d i d  you obse rve  any th ing  t h a t  would 
make you t h i n k  t h a t  t h i n g s  were o u t  o f  c o n t r o l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what you mean e x a c t l y  by o u t  
of c o n t r o l .  There w a s - - w e  w e r e n ' t  on l i n e  o r  i n  s e t  
fo rmat ions .  W e  w e r e ,  you cou ld  s a y ,  m i l l i n g  around,  
b u t  w e  w e r e  i n  o u r  own areas. 

Q .  W e l l ,  more or less men j u s t  s h o o t i n g  every  
Vietnamese t hey  s a w ,  t h i s  k ind  of  t h i n g .  

A. W e l l ,  a s  I s a i d ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody s h o o t  
anyone. 

Q. Do you remember what t h e  company d i d  t h e  
res t  of  t h e  day? During t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  w e  know t h a t  
t h e  company g e n e r a l l y  moved on t o  t h e  e a s t  and a 
l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I remember, w e  moved on o u t  t o  t h e  
s h o r e  l i n e  a long  s i d e  t h e  bay.  

Q. W e l l  I t h i n k  you--think back ,  I b e l i e v e  
maybe you sk ipped  24 hou r s ,  because  we 've  had a l o t  
of  ev idence  of  what your  company d i d  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n .  
I t  moved a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  east and n o r t h ,  m e t  up 
w i t h  Bravo Company, 4 / 3  and l a age red  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  
around a graveyard .  Do you remember t h i s  now? P e r -
haps  t h i s  w i l l  s t i r  your memory. Do you remember 
any members of  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  w i t h  t h e  company? 

A. Not i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h a t .  I t  d o e s n ' t  
r i n g  a b e l l ,  no. 
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Q W e l l ,  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  a f t e r  C h a r l i e  
Company jo ined  up w i t h  Bravo Company, t h e r e  w e r e  some 
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t h e r e .  They w e r e  q u e s t i o n i n g  some 
VC s u s p e c t s ,  Cap ta in  MICHLES of Bravo Company, and 
c a p t a i n  MEDINA of C h a r l i e  Company, and some o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s .  Do you r e c a l l  any o f  t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  sometime i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  I remember 
there w e r e  some N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  o r  wha tever ,  and it 
seems t o  m e  t h a t  t hey  s h o t  a s u s p e c t .  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  it was i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  n o t .  
You were t a l k i n g  about  spending a  n i g h t  i n  a grave-
yard .  I remember one n i g h t  w e  camped in--we had 
"Snoopy" f l y i n g  around us .  I d o n ' t  know it i t ' s  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t ,  b u t  w e  d i d  one n i g h t  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q - I t h i n k  you probab ly  r e c a l l  p a r t  of  this. 
We've had good ev idence  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  two of them, ques t i oned  s e v e r a l  sus -
p e c t s  and t h e y  e v e n t u a l l y  k i l l e d  two of them because  
they wou ldn ' t  t a l k .  A t  l eas t  one o f  them had some 
f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f  w h i l e  he  w a s  b e i n g  ques t i oned .  H e  
s t i l l  wou ldn ' t  t a l k ,  s o  they  s h o t  him. I g a t h e r  you 
d i d n ' t  see t h i s ,  o r  d o n ' t  know of t h a t .  

A. I d i d n ' t  see any of t h e  f i n g e r  i n c i d e n t ,  no. 
I w a s  n e a r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  a t  one t i m e  when I hea rd  
some s h o t s ,  and I found o u t  l a t e r  t h a t  t h e y  had k i l l e d  
someone. I f  it w a s  t h a t  day,  I suppose then  it w a s  t h a t  
day. 

Q A l l  o u r  i n fo rma t ion  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was 
t h a t  day,  t h e  1 6 t h .  Bravo Company was l i f t e d  i n t o  
t h e  a r e a  g e n e r a l l y  east  of  My La i  ( 4 )  t h a t  same day,  
and t h e y  had  c e r t a i n  o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  1 6 t h .  Then 
they  went on t o  a n o t h e r  a r e a  on t h e  17 th .  Did you 
e v e r  h e a r  abou t  t h e r e  b e i n g  some c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  
ano the r  hamle t  ove r  by t h e  sea, i n  the Bravo Company 
a r e a ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  about Bravo 
Company. 

Q.  Th is  was i n  a hamlet  o r  subhamlet of  Co 
Lay. There was one r e p o r t  t h a t  a s  many a s  9 0  women, 
c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men had been k i l l e d .  

A.  I t  d o e s n ' t  mean anyth ing  t o  me. 

Q.  Do you remember being-- the  company be ing  
l i f t e d  o u t  t o  LZ D o t t i e .  This  a c t u a l l y  occur red  on 
t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 8 t h ,  t h e  t h i r d  day,  t h e  l a s t  
day of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A.  Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no. 

Q .  One o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  happened was t h a t  
t h e  b r igade  commander, Colonel  HENDERSON, came o u t  
t o  t a l k  t o  some of  t h e  men of C h a r l i e  Company when 
they  came back t h e r e  t o  LZ D o t t i e .  This  was two o r  
t h r e e  h e l i c o p t e r  l o a d s ,  and they  went i n  t o g e t h e r .  
Colonel  HENDERSON came o u t  t o  t a l k  t o  them, and asked 
them something about t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of I.ly La i  ( 4 )  on 
t h e  16 th .  Do you r e c a l l  such a t h i n g ,  whether you 
w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. No, he d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  me. 

Q.  Did you h e a r ,  about t h i s  t ime ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on of  what happened a t  
My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  16 th?  

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  Captain  MEDINA t o l d  us t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  they  were s t a r t i n g  t o  
g e t  one r eady ,  and we should be c a r e f u l  t o  whom we 
t a l k .  Make s u r e  they are--they had c r e d e n t i a l s  of  
some s o r t ,  and n o t  j u s t  t o  t a l k  wi th  eng inee r s  i n  
t h e  base  camp,. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, i f  it w a s  somebody con-
d u c t i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h e n  it w a s  okay. Other-
w i s e  n o t  t o  t a l k  about i t ?  
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A. R igh t .  

Q *  Do you remember when t h i s  was, w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  t h e  16 th?  

A. I t  was a f t e r  we g o t  back. I d o n ' t  know i f  
it w a s  t h e  same day w e  g o t  back,  o r  t h e  n e x t  day. 

Q Did anyone ever .come around l a t e r  t o  q u e s t i o n  
you about  i t ?  

A. Not u n t i l  abou t  a  month ago when t h e  C I D  
man came. 

Q - So, wh i l e  you w e r e  i n  Vietnam, you.  neve r  
were q u e s t i o n e d  about  i t ?  

A. No. 

Q - Did you h e a r  of anyone else be ing  q u e s t i o n e d  
i n  t h e  company? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q M r .  D U S T I N ,  t h i s  i s  s o r t  of a g e n e r a l  
q u e s t i o n .  How d i d  t h e  men of  C h a r l i e  Company f e e l  
toward t h e  Vietnamese people?  Did t h e y  l i k e  them, 
o r  d i s l i k e  them, o r  j u s t  what was t h e i r  a t t i t u d e ?  

A. D i f f e r e n t  peop le  f e l t  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  b u t  
most of  t h e  guys ,  even i f  t h e y  d i d  l i k e  a few s p e c i f i c  
k i d s  o r  something,  d i s l i k e d  them because  of  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  away from home, and t h e y  had t o  come 
o v e r  and f i g h t  t h e i r  w a r  f o r  them. So t h e r e  would 
be p robab ly  a l i t t l e  t i n g e  o f  d i s l i k e  overshadowing 
whatever  else t h e y  f e l t .  

Q . S o r t  of a resentment?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Was t h e r e  any f e e l i n g ,  f o r  example, t h a t  
t h e  l i f e  of a Vietnamese j u s t  d i d n ' t  coun t  a s  much as 
t h e  l i f e  o f  an  American? Do you t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  any 
a t t i t u d e  l i k e  t h i s ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anyone e v e r  ment ioned it  
i n  t h o s e  words ,  e x a c t l y .  They mentioned t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e y  d i d  l i v e  a l o t  d i f f e r e n t l y  from t h e  p e o p l e  
i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  n o t  a s  c i v i l i z e d ,  b u t  no  one 
t h a t  I can  r e c a l l  e v e r  s a i d  t h a t  t h e i r  l i f e  was wor th  
any less t h a n  anyone e l s e ' s .  

Q I a s k e d  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  b e c a u s e ,  among o t h e r  
t h i n g s ,  we 've  been t r y i n $  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  what happened 
t h e r e  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  16t h  of March. There  w e r e  
i n c i d e n t s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  where g roups  o f  women, c h i l d r e n ,  
and l i t t l e  b a b i e s  were k i l l e d ,  even b a b i e s  t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  
walk. L i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  c o u l d  b a r e l y  t o d d l e ,  w e r e  
c a r e f u l l y  and m e t h o d i c a l l y  s h o t .  So t h e  q u e s t i o n  h a s  
been asked  whe the r  t h o s e  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  had 
t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t o  k i l l  one of  t h e s e  was n o t  t h e  same 
a s  t o  k i l l  a n  American back home. Was any such  t h o u g h t  
e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  company? 

A. The i d e a  was p r o b a b l y  e x p r e s s e d  because  of 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  l i v e  lower  t y p e s  o f  l i v e s .  

Q Lower s t a n d a r d s  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. R i g h t .  

Q The n e x t  coup le  of  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  c a l l  
f o r  an  o p i n i o n ,  and I ask  abou t  everybody t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  
Your o p i n i o n  w i l l  be  h e l p f u l  t o  u s .  You must have  t h o u g h t  
a good b i t  abou t  what happened t h a t  day ,  and p e r h a p s  
t a l k e d  it o v e r  w i t h  your  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  company. What 
i s  your  o p i n i o n  of  why a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  k i l l e d  
a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning,  why it happened? 

A. P robab ly  j u s t  because  i t  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
we'd e v e r  r u n  i n t o  a s i t u a t i o n  where w e  t h o u g h t  t h e r e  
would be  enemy r e s i s t a n c e ,  and were l i k e ,  c a r r i e d  away. 
We'd been b u i l d i n g  it up i n  o u r  minds t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e  h e r e ,  and v e r y  s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e .  
And w e  went  i n  e x p e c t i n g  it. And t h e  revenge f a c t o r  
f o r  a l l  o f  o u r  f r i e n d s  who had g o t t e n  i n j u r e d  o r  k i l l e d  
r e c e n t l y .  I t  was i u s t  a t o t a l  of  e v e r y t h i n g .  
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Q - A combination of t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q .  So~ne w i t n e s s e s  have thought  t h a t  t h e  men, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  who me thod ica l l y  s h o t  everybody 
they  s a w  i n  f r o n t  of them, thought  t h e y  w e r e  o r d e r e d  
t o  do t h i s .  They w e r e  i u s t  c a r r y i n g  o u t  o r d e r s .  Did 
you have t h a t  impress ion?  

A. No. Cap ta in  MEDINA s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a i d  t h a t  
he c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  us  t o  k i l l  everybody o r  anybody, b u t  
t h a t  everybody t h e r e  w a s  t o  be  cons ide red  a s  an enemy. 

Q - Do you t h i n k  some of t h e  men might have 
neve r the less g o t t e n  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  any Vietnamese 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  was enemy and f a i r  game? 

A. Y e s ,  you cou ld  have e a s i l y  cons t rued  it 
any way you wanted it. I p e r s o n a l l y  took it t o  be 
c a r e f u l  o f  them, b u t  I h a d n ' t  had any of my f r i e n d s  
k i l l e d  e i t h e r .  

Q - You took it more t o  be c a u t i o u s  of what-
e v e r  Vietnamese you saw. 

A. R igh t ,  t o  be  c a r e f u l ,  n o t  t h a t  you should  
go ahead and k i l l  them. But t h e n ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  way I ' v e  
been b rough t  up, t o o .  

Q - There  w e r e  q u i t e  a few men i n  t h e  company 
i n  My La i  ( 4 )  t h a t  day who wou ldn ' t  shoo t  anyone. 
According t o  t h e  ev idence ,  t h e r e  w e r e  some who were 
o rde red  t o  s h o o t  peop le  and r e f u s e d .  I t h i n k ,  M r .  
DUSTIN, y o u ' r e  a l s o  aware t h a t  t h i s  unusual  t h i n g  
d i d n ' t  become q e n e r a l l y  known i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  
u n t i l  6 weeks ago,  2 months ago. I t  was a c t u a l l y  
unknown t o  Department o f  t h e  Army u n t i l  a l e t t e r  was 
r e c e i v e d  from a former s o l d i e r  i n  Vietnam named RIDENHOUR, 
whom you might  have known. Some o f  t h e  members of 
C h a r l i e  Company d i d ,  b u t  he  w a s n ' t  i n  t h a t  company. 
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H e  wro t e  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense and s e v e r a l  
members of Congress ,  and, because  of t h i s ,  t h e  Army s t a r t e d  
an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  A p r i l  conducted by t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  
and l a t e r  t h e  P rovos t  Marshal General  con t inued  i t ,  and t h e n  
t h e r e ' s  t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t ' s  going on now. But t h e  
i n c i d e n t  was n o t  r e p o r t e d  up through channe l s  i n  t h e  u s u a l  
way. One might  e x p e c t  it would, an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  t h i n g ,  
c e r t a i n l y  o v e r  100 dead.  I would t h i n k  t h a t  you 've  never  s een  
any th ing  l i k e  it b e f o r e  o r  s i n c e .  

A. No. 

Q. Do you have any i d e a  why i t  was n o t  r e p o r t e d
o f f i c i a l l y  i n  a r e g u l a r  way? 

A. No, I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. 

Q. We've had some w i t n e s s e s  t e l l  us t h a t  t h e y  
thought  t h a t  they  had been t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  was an  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  go ing  on ,  t h a t  t h e  f a c t s  w e r e  known, be ing  looked 
i n t o ,  and t h a t  what had happened--and t h a t  t h e  p rope r  a c t i o n  
would be  t aken .  They a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  they never  hea rd  any-
t h i n g  t h a t ,  i f  t h e r e  w a s  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Did anybody i n  
t h e  company t a l k  abou t  it la te r  t h a t  you know? 

A. No. W e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be an  inves -
t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  no one came t o  ask  us about  it. My g e n e r a l  
f e e l i n g  was t h a t  it was something t h a t  was u n p l e a s a n t ,  and 
I t r i e d  t o  f o r g e t  about  it. I d i d n ' t  want t o  t a l k  about  it. 
I d o n ' t  r eca l l  r e a l l y  d i s c u s s i n g  it t o o  thoroughly  w i th  
anybody else i n  t h e  company. 

Q A t  t h e  t i m e ,  as I unders tand  i t ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e ,  t h e  f i r s t  rea l  a c t i o n  l i k e  t h i s  you 'd  been 
i n  where t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of  peop le  k i l l e d .  Did you 
come o u t  of it w i t h  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t ,  w e l l ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  
way combat i s ?  

A. No, I wou ldn ' t  say  t h a t .  For one t h i n g ,  I 
d i d n ' t  see any o f  t h e  a c t u a l  a c t i o n ,  i f  you want t o  
c a l l  it a c t i o n .  

Q. The a c t u a l  k i l l i n g  of  people?  

A. R igh t ,  I was j u s t  s o r t  of--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You're p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h i s  one 
group t h a t  was s h o t  down i n  t h e  middle of t h e  road? 
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A. Tha t  I d i d n ' t  p u t  under t h e  g e n e r a l  t e r m  of a c t u a l  
combat. My image of  war ,  I gues s ,  changed s l i g h t l y .  But I 
s t i l l  d i d n ' t - - I  wou ldn ' t  s ay  t h a t  t h i s  was an everyday 
occur rence .  

Q. I f  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  back i n  
LZ D o t t i e  w i t h  t h e  rest of t h e  company, do you t h i n k  t h a t  
i f  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  had come around i n  a fo rmal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
and had t a k e n  s t a t e m e n t s  from t h e  member s  of t h e  company, 
t h a t  t h e  members of t h e  company would have t a l k e d  f r e e l y  
and t o l d  what happened t h a t  day. 

A. I suppose ,  j u s t  as t h e y ' r e  do ing  now., t h a t  t h o s e  
who have come forward and spoken o u t  would have t h e n ,  and 
t h e  ones who d o n ' t  s ay  any th ing  wou ldn ' t  have s a i d  any th ing  
t h e n ,  e i t h e r .  I t  might  have been a l i t t l e  ha rd  t o  t a l k  t hen  
because  you 'd  j u s t  been through i t ,  and you might  have been 
u p s e t  by it ,  you know, t o  t h e  p o i n t  where you wouldn ' t  want 
t o  t a l k  abou t  it. I t  would have been a l o t  f r e s h e r  i n  
everybody ' s  mind f o r  s u r e .  The d e t a i l s  would have f i t  
t o g e t h e r  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  

Q. W e l l ,  l e t  m e  p u t  i t  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t l y .  Do 
you t h i n k  i f  a thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been conducted,  
t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  would have come o u t  of what happened. 

A. P u b l i c l y ?  

Q - W e l l ,  it would have become known o f f i c i a l l y  what 
happened. 

A. T h a t ' s  what I thought  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would be. 
I t  would be  by someone h i g h e r  up. 

Q- An i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  o r  maybe C I D ,  o r  someone l i k e  
t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  who would c a r r y  it 
o u t ,  b u t  it seems t o  m e  t h a t  much h i g h e r  t h a n  company 
l e v e l  shou ld  have;  b a t t a l i o n ,  b r i g a d e ,  o r  maybe d i v i s i o n .  

Q- W e l l ,  from your  knowledge of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
t h e r e ,  do you t h i n k  i f  t h e r e  had been a thorough inves -  
t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  f a c t s  would have come o u t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what you mean by " t h e  f a c t s  would 
come ou t . "  
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Q. W e l l ,  it cou ld  have been known t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  

LTC ROGERS: What had you been t o l d  about  t r e a t m e n t  of  c i v -
i l i a n s  b e f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  , n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  connec ted  
w i t h  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. You mean how w e  w e r e  t o  t r e a t  them? To s e a r c h  
them, f i r s t  of  a l l ,  and make s u r e  t h e y  d i d n '  t have any 
weapons concea led  on them. To keep them q u i e t  and 
s e p a r a t e d .  W e l l ,  t h i s  was r e l a t i v e l y  soon a f t e r  I g o t  i n t o  
Vietnam. Most of my t r a i n i n g  would have been j u s t  Army 
t r a i n i n g  f i l m s ,  and nobody had s a i d  any th ing  t o o  d i f f e r e n t  
from t h a t .  J u s t  t o  be more c a r e f u l ,  t o  check r e a l  c a r e f u l  
f o r  weapons and grenades ,  and n o t  t o  t r u s t  them. 

Q Had you been i n  a s i t u a t i o n  where you were con-
f r o n t e d  w i t h  a number of c i v i l i a n s  be fo re?  

A. W e  had qone through some v i l l a g e s  on o u r  r e g u l a r  
p a t r o l s  where w e  d i d n ' t  do any th ing  excep t  move them i n t o  
t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  s e a r c h  them o u t  
o r  any th ing .  J u s t  g e n e r a l  checking o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  
g e t t i n g  peop le  o u t  of  t h e  way and congrega ted  i n t o  one 
s p o t ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q - I n  t h o s e  p l a c e s  you j u s t  assembled them? 

A. R igh t .  

Q Were your  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  do t h a t  i n  My La i  
( 4 )  ? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what he t o l d  us t o  do 
w i t h  them. W e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  would be enemy, though,  
and t o  t r ea t  them a s  such ,  and t o  be e x t r a  c a r e f u l .  

Q How long  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  moved o u t  d i d  
your  p l a t o o n  move o u t ?  

A. About a  h a l f  hour ,  I t h i n k ,  w i t h i n  a h a l f  hour*. 
B 
I 

Q .  When you g o t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  was your  p l a t o o n  .. 

mixed up w i t h  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s ?  
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A. There  was an o v e r l a p p i n g ,  y e s .  

Q- Did you s e e  your  squad l e a d e r  a l l  t h e  t ime?  

A. Did I see him a l l  t h e  t i m e ?  No, n o t  t h a t  I 
remember. My squad was broken up,  s e a r c h i n g  d i f f e r e n t  
h o o t c h e s ,  two o r  t h r e e  men t o  a hoo tch .  You w e r e  p r e t t y  
much on your  own j u s t  a s  l o n g  as you k e p t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
a n o t h e r  G I  s o  y o u ' d  know what was happening.  

Q M r .  DUSTIN, on t h e  1 5 t h ,  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  you had ,  
w e r e  you under  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  you would f i n d  women and 
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  w e r e  you b r i e f e d  somewhat t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e y  would be gone t o  t h e  m a r k e t ,  o r  gone 
shopping,  o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  

A. A s  I remember, w e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  would d r o p  
l e a f l e t s  o r  f l y  i n  t h e  loudspeaker  p l a n e ,  and somehow n o t i f y  
t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  anybody l e f t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  when w e  g o t  
t h e r e  would be  c o n s i d e r e d  VC o r  VC s y m p a t h i z e r s .  Every-
body else s h o u l d  leave. I h e a r d  t h i s  market  t h i n g  i n  a 
coup le  of  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  news, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody 
s a y i n g  it t o  m e .  

Q. Then you w e r e  b r i e f e d  on t h e  1 5 t h  t h a t  l e a f l e t s  
w e r e  dropped? 

A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  I t  was l e a f l e t s  o r  t h e  p l a n e ,  
b u t  t h e r e  d e f i n i t e l y  was go ing  t o  be some a t t e m p t  made t o  
n o t i f y  them. 

MRWEST: W e  j u s t  g o t  a s t a t e m e n t  from a n o t h e r  man. I 
d o n ' t  remember h i s  name r i g h t  now. H i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  
t h a t  t h e  company was t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  had  been done some 
t i m e  b e f o r e  i n  a p r e v i o u s  o p e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  comment on 
t h a t ,  b u t  w e  g e t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  v e r s i o n s ,  you know, t h i s  
i s  t h e  way he r e c a l l e d  it. 

A. I n  my mind it seems t o  be  e i t h e r  t h a t  morning 
o r  t h e  day b e f o r e ,  b u t  v e r y  soon b e f o r e  it was t o  happen. 

Q. What k i n d  of  an o f f i c e r  was L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS? 

A. H e  was a f a i r  man; he was a good l e a d e r ;  he  was 
f r i e n d l y  t o  h i s  men. H e  w a s  an  o f f i c e r  and he  would s t a n d  
a p a r t  from you,  and a l s o  a man who c o u l d  joke  w i t h  you a t  
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t i m e s .  H e  w a s ,  I t h i n k ,  h e  was r e l a t i v e l y  new. I mean, he 
h a d n ' t  been t h e  s e r v i c e  t o o  a w f u l l y  l o n g .  H e  was s t i l l  
l e a r n i n g ,  b u t  h e  was s t i l l  a good l e a d e r .  

Q One w i t n e s s  t o l d  us  t h a t  C a p t a i n  M E D I N A  used  t o  
chew him o u t  now and t h e n ,  b u t  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS d i d n ' t  
l e t  it g e t  under  h i s  s k i n ,  and went away s m i l i n g .  I d o n ' t  
know j u s t  what t h a t  meant.  

A. I can b e l i e v e  it. I d o n ' t  know any c e r t a i n  circurn-
s t a n c e s .  H e  was r a t h e r  e a s y  go ing .  He d i d  h i s  job ,  b u t  he . 

d i d n ' t  qo o u t  of h i s  way t o  b e  r e a l l y  t e c h n i c a l  abou t  t h i n g s .  

Q MR. DUSTIN, i n  a c o u p l e  of  moments w e ' l l  f i n i s h  
t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  p r o p e r ,  b u t  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you 
would spend s o m e  t i m e  w i t h  Major ZYCHOWSKI, who w i l l  show you 
some pho tographs ,  p e r h a p s  t a k e  you th rough  t h e  h a m l e t  on an 
a e r i a l  pho tograph ,  and d i s c u s s  some o t h e r  m a t t e r s  w i t h  you. 
There  i s  one more q u e s t i o n  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask  you which I u s u a l l y  
a sk  p e o p l e .  I n  November, t h e r e  w e r e  some newspaper s t o r i e s  
t h a t  some o f  t h e  men of  C h a r l i e  Company may have  been 
under  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  t h e  morning o f  t h e  1 6 t h .  
T h i s  p o s s i b l y  c o u l d  have  something t o  do w i t h  a l l  t h e  
p e o p l e  who were k i l l e d .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  
t h i s ?  

A. I n  t h e  news media,  y e s .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  guys i n  
t h e  company, I know t h e r e  were some who smoked m a r i j u a n a .  
I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  would have had any e f f e c t  o r  n o t ,  would 
have pushed them o v e r  t h e  edge t o  where t h e y ' d  j u s t  go ahead 
and k i l l  p e o p l e ,  i f  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  have done it anyway. 

Q - To your  knowledge, was anybody h i g h  on m a r i j u a n a  
t h a t  morning? 

A. To my knowledge, no. T h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I 
w a s  exposed t o  m a r i j u a n a ,  s o  I p r o b a b l y  w o u l d n ' t  have  recog-
n i z e d  it anyway. T h e r e ' s  a good p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some guys 
w e r e  up on it t h a t  day. L i k e  I s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e  some guys ,  I 
found o u t  e v e n t u a l l y  when I was o v e r  i n  Vietnam, who had bee11 
smoking g r a s s .  

Q M r .  DUSTIN, can  you t h i n k  of a n y t h i n g  t h a t  y o u ' d  
l i k e  t o  t e l l  us  t h a t  might  be of  some a s s i s t a n c e  t o  u s .  
Something t h a t  w e  h a v e n ' t  t h o u g h t  t o  a sk  you a b o u t ,  a n y t h i n g  
t h a t  comes t o  mind? We'd a p p r e c i a t e  it.  
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A.  Not o f fhand ,  no. 

Q W e  ve ry  much a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming h e r e .  I t ' s  a 
long way, I know i t ' s  a l o t  of t r o u b l e  and inconvenience  t o  
you p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  k ind  of wea ther  w e ' r e  having.  You've 
been very  h e l p f u l  t o  u s ,  and w e ' r e  ve ry  g r a t e f u l .  Thank you, 
very  much. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1503 hou r s ,  9 January  1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1530 hou r s ,  
9 January  1970. MAJ ZYCHOWSKI and t h e  w i t n e s s  w e r e  p r e s e n t .  ) 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: M r .  DUSTIN, I ' d  l i k e  t o  remind you 
t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under  oa th .  I n  f r o n t  of you i s  
an a e r i a l  photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-1, of the v i l l a g e  
of  My La i  ( 4 )  and t h e  sur rounding  a r e a s .  I would 
l i k e  t o  have you show on t h e  map t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  you 
took d u r i n g  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  a s s a u l t ,  and any o t h e r  
s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g s  which s t a n d  o u t  i n  your  mind 
t h a t  cou ld  p o s s i b l y  have occu r r ed .  Would you t e l l  
m e  what  l i f t  you came i n  on? 

A. I can '  t remember which l i f t .  

Q .  I n  o t h e r  words, you w e r e  n o t  on t h e  f i r s t ,  
i n i t i a l  l i f t  t h a t  went i n .  

A. No, 3d P l a toon  was t h e  l a s t  one t o  be  
l i f t e d  o u t .  

Q Could you p o i n t  on t h e  map t h e  approximate 
a r e a  of t h e  LZ? 

(MR DUSTIN p o i n t s  o u t  l o c a t i o n  on a e r i a l  
photo  and marks s a m e  w i t h  the number 1. E x h i b i t  P-1 
w a s  l a t e r  r e c e i v e d  i n  ev idence  w i t h  a n n o t a t i o n s  by 
MR DUSTIN as E x h i b i t  P-153.) 

M r .  DUSTIN, would you con t inue  and de-
s c r i b e  what  happened, and t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  you took 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e  w a i t e d  about  30 minutes  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
two p l a t o o n s  t o  move through.  
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Q Where d i d  you w a i t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ?  

A. I n  t h e  LZ a r e a  i t s e l f .  

Q R i g h t  i n  t h e  LZ. Did you have a p e r i m e t e r  
d e f e n s e ?  

A. B a s i c a l l y ,  a l i n e  d e f e n s e  towards  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Then w e  moved fo rward  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
took a random p a t h  toward  t h e  c e n t e r ,  check ing  t h e  
hoo tches  a s  w e  went .  I myself  g o t  t o  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  
t r a i l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and came s o u t h  t o  t h e  edge  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. M r .  DUSTIN, from t h e  t i m e  you e n t e r e d  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  u n t i l  you r e a c h e d  t h e  j u n c t i o n  
of  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l ,  d i d  you see any b o d i e s  a l o n g  
t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  There  were b o d i e s  s c a t t e r e d  
h e r e  and t h e r e  by t h e  h o o t c h e s  a s  I came th rough  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you see any l a r g e  numbers? 

A. Not bunches ,  no.  Smal l  g r o u p s ,  two o r  
t h r e e .  

Q And t h e s e  b o d i e s ,  c o u l d  you i d e n t i f y  
them a t  t h i s  t i m e  a s  t o  whether  t h e y  w e r e  men, women, 
o r  c h i l d r e n ?  

A. They were mos t ly  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and 
o l d  men. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any m i l i t a r y - a g e  males .  

Q What happened from t h e  t i m e  you reached  
t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l ?  What r o u t e  d i d  you t a k e  t h e n ?  

A. I came s o u t h  t o  t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
On my way, I saw a q roup  o f  maybe 10 p e o p l e  b e i n g  
b r o u g h t  o u t  from w i t h i n  some hoatches o n t o  t h i s  t r a i l .  
A f t e r  I had p a s s e d  t h i s  g roup ,  I h e a r d  some s h o t s  
and t u r n e d  around.  And t h e y  had been k i l l e d .  

Q Approximately how many p e o p l e  w e r e  k i l l e d ?  
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A. I would say  t h a t  t h e r e  were about  10 people  
i n  t h e  group,  and t h e r e  was one g i r l ,  sma l l  g i r l ,  
s t i l l  a l i v e .  I d o n ' t  know who else was a l i v e .  

Q .  Could you p o i n t  on t h e  map t h e  approximate 
a r e a  where you saw t h e s e  peop le?  

The w i t n e s s  marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  w i t h  a  
number 2 . )  

Q - A t  t h e  scene  t h e n ,  M r .  DUSTIN, a t  p o i n t  
2 ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  approximate ly  10 peop le  w e r e  
k i l l e d .  You mentioned t h a t  one l i t t l e  g i r l  was s t i l l - -
had been wounded. Do you know what happened t o  t h i s  
g i r l ?  

A. N o ,  I l e f t  t h e  scene .  I d i d n ' t  see what 
happened t o  h e r .  

Q P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e ,  M r .  DUSTIN? 

A. I went g e n e r a l l y  s o u t h  a long  t h e  t r a i l ,  
s e a r c h i n g  t h e  hootches  and checking o u t  t h e  a r e a ,  
came o u t  t o  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e n  went 
w e s t  a long  t h e  t r a i l  f o r  maybe 100 meters o r  s o .  

Q A s  you w e r e  walking i n  a w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  
d i d  any th ing  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  occu r?  

A. A f t e r  I t u r n e d  w e s t  and had gone a few 
meters, somebody mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a G I  had 
been s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t ,  o r  had s h o t  h imse l f  i n  t h e  
f o o t .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  I went back t o  l ook ,  and I saw 
him l a y i n g  i n  t h e  t r a i l  w i t h  some people  around him 
t a k i n g  c a r e  of  him. 

Q. D o  you know who t h i s  s o l d i e r  was? 

- A. I b e l i e v e  h i s  name was CARTER. I d i d n ' t  
know him p e r s o n n a l l y .  

Q. Did you p h y s i c a l l y  see him? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  ye s .  
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Q A f t e r  you observed CARTER, you con t inued  
i n  a w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  What happened then?  

A.  W e  h e l d  up a long  t h i s  t r a i l  f o r  a few 
minu tes ,  and t hen  g o t  t h e  word t o  regroup  and move 
o u t .  I fo l lowed my p a t h  back t o  t h e  nor th -sou th  t r a i l ,  
i n  toward t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t hen  o u t  
i n  a b a s i c a l l y  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q A s  you w e r e  p roceed ing  back t o  t h e  nor th -
s o u t h  t r a i l ,  going i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  d i d  
you obse rve  any o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t s  t h a t  s t a n d  
o u t  i n  your  mind? 

A. I t  s e e m s  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a body 
of a s m a l l  c h i l d  a long  t h i s  t r a i l ,  t h e  eas t -wes t  t r a i l  
on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b e f o r e  I g o t  back t o  t h e  
nor th -sou th  t r a i l  go ing  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you observe  any l a r g e  number of b o d i e s ?  

A .  I r e c a l l  something a long  t h e  nor th -sou th  
t r a i l ,  maybe 100 meters o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  seems 
t o  m e  t h e r e  w e r e  b o d i e s  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  go o u t  
t o  check them o u t .  

Q - Would you i n d i c a t e  on t h e  map t h e  approximate  
a r e a  where you observed t h e s e  bod i e s?  

(The w i t n e s s  marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  w i t h  a 
number 3 . )  

M r .  DUSTIN, a s  you w e r e  look ing  down on 
t h e  t r a i l  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  could  you e s t i m a t e  
t h e  number of b o d i e s  t h a t  you observed? 

A. I would say abou t  10 o r  15. 

Q .  P l e a s e  i n d i c a t e  w i t h  a number 4 on t h e  map 
t h e  approximate a r e a  where you observed 10 t o  15 bod i e s  
a long  t h e  t r a i l .  

(The w i t n e s s  d i d  as r e q u e s t e d . )  

Would you p l e a s e  con t inue?  What happened 
a f t e r  you observed  t h e s e  bod i e s  on  t h e  t r a i l ?  
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A. W e  moved back i n  th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  a l o n g  
t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l  towards  t h e  c e n t e r  a g a i n ,  formed 
up, and t h e n  moved o u t  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q .  A s  you moved back th rough  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  
a long  t h i s  t r a i l ,  did you o b s e r v e  t h e s e  b o d i e s  t h a t  
you p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e r e  a t  p o i n t  2? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  t h e r e .  

Q A f t e r  you p a s s e d  p o i n t  2 ,  i n  what d i r e c t i o n  
d i d  you g o  th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. From t h e r e ,  w e  took  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  
and went on  o u t  t h e  c o r n e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - You w e r e  p r o c e e d i n g  th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Did you o b s e r v e  any o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t s  t h a t  s t a n d  
o u t  i n  your  mind? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, no. 

Q - A f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  
you marry up w i t h  t h e  rest  o f  t h e  company, o r  what 
happened? 

A. A s  I remember, w e  m a r r i e d  up w i t h  t h e  
company and t h e n  l e f t  t h e  a r e a .  

Q Do you recal l  where you went a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  went g e n e r a l l y  toward  t h e  
ocean ,  and se t  up o u r  o v e r n i g h t  camp i n  t h e  a r e a  some-
where. 

Q - I f  I u n d e r s t a n d  you c o r r e c t l y ,  you d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  what  happened a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  
My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  W e  j u s t  came o u t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  and moved o u t  toward t h e  ocean.  T h a t  i s  a l l  
I can remember. 
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Q - I ' l l  now show you t h e  pho tos  t h a ' t  you 
have  s e l e c t e d ,  on which you f e e l  t h a t  you c a n  i d e n t i f y  
something.  .What do  you r e c o g n i z e  on t h e s e  p h o t o s ,  
P-6 ,  P-7, P-8, P-9, and P-lo? 

A. Those a r e  t h e  p i c t u r e s  o f  CARTER and h i s  
i n j u r e d  f o o t ,  and t h e  guys h e l p i n g  him and removing 
him. 

Q . These photos--can you select any of  t h e s e  
p h o t o s ,  and p l a c e  it somewhere n e a r  a r e a  3 where 
you s t a t e d  you obse rved  CARTER? 

A. Y e s .  Photos  P-6, P-7, and P-10 are t h e  
pho tos  o f  CARTER when he  was by t h e  t r a i l  i n  a r e a  
3 .  

Q I show you pho to  P-13. What d o  you recog-
n i z e  on t h a t ?  

A. S e r g e a n t  PHU, t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r .  S e r g e a n t  
PHU i s  t h e  t h i r d  p e r s o n  from t h e  r i g h t .  S e r g e a n t  
MARONEY, I b e l i e v e ,  i s  h i s  name. H e  was i n  t h e  mortar 
p l a t o o n .  S e r g e a n t  MARONEY is  t h e  second man from 
t h e  r i g h t .  

Q- D o  you r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. N o .  

Q - P h o t o  P-14? 

A. P-14 i s  m y s e l f ,  s e t t i n g  f i r e  t o  a hoo tch .  
I r e c o g n i z e  t h e  watch  on  my w r i s t .  

Q - Is t h i s  s c e n e  t a k e n  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A.  I would assume it was, y e s .  

Q .  But  y o u ' r e  n o t  p o s i t i v e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  i d e n t i f y  t h e  house .  
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A. P-16 i s  a house a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  
t r a i l  t h a t  I o b s e r v e d  b e i n g  burned ,  and t h r e e  b o d i e s .  
t h e r e ' s  an  o l d  man i n  f r o n t  of tlie p o r c h ,  a woman, 
and c h i l d  on t h e  porch .  

Q - Would you p o i n t  t o  t h e  approximate  a r e a  
on t h e  map? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  it was around a r e a  2 .  

Q The a r e a  t h a t  was p r e v i o u s l y  l i s t e d  a s  
p o i n t  2?  

A. Y e s .  

A. I r e c o g n i z e  S e r g e a n t  MARONEY a g a i n ,  and 
I b e l i e v e  S e r g e a n t  PHU. ( S e r g e a n t  MARONEY, second 
p e r s o n  from t h e  r i g h t ;  and S e r g e a n t  PHU, t h e  t h i r d  
pe r son .  ) 

Q Do you r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  a r e a ,  where it w a s  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t ' s  on t h e  o u t s i d e .  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  
which s i d e ,  though.  

Q - Is t h i s  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you. 

Q. P h o t o  P-33? 

A. P-33 i s  t h e  same hoo tch  a s  i n  P-16.. 

A. P-34 shows t h e  woman and c h i l d  of t h e  
same pho tograph ,  P-16. 
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Q Are bo th  P-33 and P-34 i n  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  
a s  P-16? 

A. Right .  They a r e  a l l  of t h e  same t h i n g .  

A. That  ' s CARTER aga in .  

Q Do you recognize  t h e  a r e a ,  i s  it t h e  same 
a s  where you observed him be fo re?  

A. A s  f a r  as I can t e l l  from t h e  photo ,  h e ' s  
s t i l l  a longs ide  of t h e  t r a i l .  

A. P-38 would be t h e  c h i l d  t h a t  I s e e m  t o  
r e c a l l  a long t h e  sou th  bo rde r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  wes t  
from t h e  nor th-south t r a i l .  

A. P-40 seems t o  be a p i c t u r e  of t h e  group 
of about 1 0  people  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  a r e a  2 on t h e  
map. 

A. P-41 could be t h e  group of people  r e f e r r e d  
t o  i n  a r e a  4 on t h e  nor th-south t r a i l .  

Q S ince  you observed t h e s e  dead bodies  
from a d i s t a n c e ,  you cannot p o s i t i v e l y  s t a t e  t h a t  
t h e s e  a r e  t h e  ones  you saw. But you t h i n k  t h a t  
t h e s e  resemble t h e  bod ie s  t h a t  you saw? 

A. That  i s  c o r r e c t .  

A .  P-60, I t h i n k ,  i s  a p i c t u r e  of a man named 
GRIMES i n  my p l a toon .  
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Q. Is t h i s  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l .  

Q *  P-62? 

A. P-62, t h e  man on t h e  l e f t  appears  t o  be 
a man named WILLIAMS, who w a s  i n  my p la toon  a l s o .  

Q How about  t h e  person on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  be s u r e  about t h e  person -on t h e  
r i g h t  . 
Q D o  you know where t h i s  a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q - Is it My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l .  

A. P-64, t h e  man on t h e  r i g h t  f r o n t  i s  G.A.  SMITH, 
and t h e  man behind him i s  P e t e  DELPOME. ,, 

Q D o  you recognize  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. N o .  

A. P-69 i s  DELPOME a g a i n ,  s e t t i n g  f i r e  t o  a 
hootch. 

Q D o  you recognize  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. N o .  
! 

Q - You d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  i s  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say.  
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Q Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  you can r e c a l l  
t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  your mind t h a t  we could p u t  on 
the  map, any o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  events?  

A. Not rea1l.y. I t h ink  I 've  covered it . p r e t t y  
w e l l .  Most of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  went on ,  went on when 
I w a s  i n  t h e r e .  

Q If t h i s  i s  c o r r e c t ,  I ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  it 
i f  you would s i g n  your name a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  photo. 

(Witness d i d  as reques ted .  ) 

The photo i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence a s  
E x h i b i t  P-153. 

When d i d  you j o i n  C/1/20? 
A. I n  Hawaii, i n  S c h o f i e l d  Barracks .  

Q .  While you were i n  S c h o f i e l d ,  p r i o r  t o  
going t o  Vietnam, d i d  t h e  company, o r  b a t t a l i o n  i n  
t h i s  ca se ,  r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Not w h i l e  I was t h e r e .  They had r ece ived  
a l l  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  I a r r i v e d .  
I g o t  t h e r e  10 days b e f o r e  w e  l e f t  f o r  Vietnam. 

Q. So a c t u a l l y  t hen ,  wh i l e  you were i n  Hawaii, 
you r ece ived  no t r a i n i n g  a s  f a r  a s  t r ea tmen t  of non-
combatants and p r i s o n e r s  of war and s o  f o r t h .  Is 
t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Not myse l f ,  no. 

Q = A f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, d i d  you
r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Not any s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g ,  no. 

Q I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  aga in  t o  p r i s o n e r s  of  war,  
noncombatants, r u l e s  of engagement, and s o  f o r t h .  

A. Not a s  f a r  a s  I can remember a f t e r  t h e  
r e g u l a r  t r a i n i n g  movies and A I T .  

Q . I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  only  t r a i n i n g  you had 
a s  f a r  a s  noncombatants and p r i s o n e r s  of war was the t r a i n -
i n g  you r ece ived  wh i l e  i n  AIT? 
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A. A s  f a r  a s  I can remember, ye s .  

Q I show you E x h i b i t  M - 2 ,  and ask you i f  
you recal l  s e e i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c a rd .  Th i s  c a r d  
is e n t i t l e d :  "Nine Rules .  " 

A. No, I never  saw one of t h e s e .  

Q Were you e v e r  i s s u e d  a c a r d  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h i s ?  

A. NO,  I w a s n ' t .  

Q I show you E x h i b i t  M-3, e n t i t l e d :  "Enemy 
i n  Your Hands." Have you e v e r  s een  t h i s  c a r d ,  o r  
w e r e  you i s s u e d  such a ca rd?  

A. N o ,  I was n o t .  

Q T h i s  completes t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  i n t e r -
r o g a t i o n .  Is t h e r e  any th ing  which you cou ld  add which 
would h e l p  us i n  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  Anything t h a t  I can t h i n k  
of  t h a t  i s  p e r t i n e n t  I have a l r e a d y  t o l d  you. 

Q Again w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f ,  a f t e r  you 
go home, you should  come a c r o s s  any documents o r  maps, 
le t ters  o r  t a p e s  which would r e f e r  t o  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  
i n c i d e n t ,  you would c o n t a c t  us and l e t  us  know. 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1630 h o u r s ,  9  January  
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: FLORES, Abel 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Medic, 3d P l a toon ,  C/1/20. 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a .  MEDINA'  s b r i e f i n g  . 
The wi tnes s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  

men i n  t h e  company a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on 15 March t h a t  they 
could expec t  e i t h e r  NVA o r  VC i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and should 
a n t i c i p a t e  heavy f i r e  from them (pg.  3 ) .  Everything i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  belonged t o  t h e  VC and a l l  t h e  people  were VC (pg .3 ) .  
Women w e r e  VC sympathizers .  Chi ldren  would grow up t o  be  VC. 
L ives tock  and o t h e r  food w a s  VC food (pg.  2 6 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  
them t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  had been warned t h a t  t hey  were coming 
i n  (pg. 2 6 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  MEDINA t e l l i n g  h i s  
men t o  k i l l  a l l  t h e  people  (pg. 26) , b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
r ece ived  t h e  impress ion t h a t  everyone i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  could 
be s h o t  (pg. 2 8 ) .  

b. Morale o f  t h e  company. 

The wi tnes s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  men of  t h e  company 
w e r e  r a t h e r  s c a r e d ,  s i n c e  they  had never  had, a d i r e c t  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  wi th  t h e  enemy (pg. 4 )  . Many of  them wanted 
t o  g e t  even w i t h  t h e  VC s i n c e  they  had never  had a chance 
be fo re  (pg .  5 ) .  
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2 .  ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a .  The land in^. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  when t h e  l and ing  was made 
t h e r e  had been some s n i p e r  f i r e .  However, he noted t h a t  t h e  
f i r e  w a s  n o t  coming from t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  ( p g . 6 ) .  
He added t h a t  when t h e  company a r r i v e d  i n  My Lai  they  were 
ready f o r  VC and when they  r ece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  eve ry th ing  
went w i ld .  H e  d f e r e d  t h a t  everyone was s o  keyed up f o r  a 
f i g h t  t h a t  it was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  they  s t a r t e d  k i l l i n g  
eve ry th ing  t h e y  saw (pg.  25) . 

b. The a s s a u l t  th roush  t h e  v i l l a s e .  

The wi tnes s  s a i d  t h a t  he e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  wi th  
L ieu tenan t  LACROSS and MEDINA and a t  t h a t  t ime MEDINA gave 
LACROSS t h e  o r d e r  f o r  h i s  p l a toon  t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.61, 
The wi tnes s  added t h a t  by t h e  t ime he a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
eve ry th ing  was burning (pg.  6 ) .  When he a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  
c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  he s a w  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and e l d e r l y  
men who had been s h o t  and were l y i n g  a long  t h e  t r a i l .  A t  t h e  
middle o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  p i l e  o f  b o d i e s .  I n  
a l l  he s a w  a t  l e a s t  100 bodies  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  no ted  t h a t  t h e r e  
had been no r e s i s t a n c e  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  s n i p e r  f i r e  w a s  
r ece ived  (pg. 11). He s t a t e d  t h a t  he had seen  no shoo t ing  
h imse l f ,  b u t  he  d i d  s e e  t h e  bodies  and t h e  burn ing  o f  
b u i l d i n g s  (pg.  11.  He noted  t h a t  he  had hea rd  t h e  s t o r y  of 
t h e  1st P la toon  shoo t ing  some 5 0  people  i n  an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h ,  
b u t  d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  d i t c h  himself  (pgs .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  H e  ave r r ed  
t h a t  he had heard  no th ing  o f  any k i l l i n g s  a t  Co Lay (pg.25) a 


React ions  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g s .  

He r e l a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  CARTER had seen  WIDMER do a l l  
t h e  shoo t ing ,  he s t a t e d  he could  n o t  t a k e  p a r t  i n  i t  ( p g . 9 ) "  
He no ted  t h a t  some h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  were c a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  
company n e t  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  reason f o r  a l l  t h e  k i l l i n g  
(pg. 19)  . LACROSS r e a c t e d  a s  i f  he were s tunned  a t  a l l  t h e  
k i l l i n g ,  a s  d i d  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  and t h e  former went t o  t h e  
r a d i o  t o  f i n d  o u t  what had happened (pg.  1 0 ) .  He no ted  t h a t  
LACROSS gave no o r d e r s  t o  s t o p  shoo t ing ,  b u t  added t h a t  t h e  
3d P la toon  w a s  n o t  doing t h e  shoo t ing .  They were burn ing  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 7 ) .  
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g.  End o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

The wi tnes s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  company was l i f t e d  
o u t  much sooner  than  they expec ted .  MEDINA had t o l d  them 
t h i s  was t o  be  a long o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  w i t n e s s  s a i d  t h a t  he 
had t h e  i d e a  t h a t  they would be i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  about a 
month (pg.  2 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON speaking 
t o  them when they  came i n  from t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 3 ) .  

3 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a .  MEDINA' s  speech t o  t h e  company. 

The wi tnes s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  MEDINA c a l l e d  t h e  company 
t o g e t h e r  a t  LZ D o t t i e  and t o l d  them t h a t  i f  any th ing  came 
o u t  of  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  he would cover f o r  them o r  do 
whatever he had t o  do. He t o l d  them n o t  t o  speak t o  anyone 
about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  2 4 ) .  The men had heard  t h a t  t h e r e  
was t o  be  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and he had t h e  impress ion t h a t  
MEDINA was a f r a i d  t h a t  they  would t a l k  t o o  much (pgs .  30,31) . 

b.  Act ions  of  t h e  men. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  some men i n  t h e  company 
had in tended  t o  w r i t e  t h e i r  congressmen, b u t  d i d  n o t  when 
they  heard  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 2 7 ) .  He 
noted t h a t  t h e  men d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o o  much about  My Lai  
s i n c e  they  were s o  shook up about it (pg.  2 7 ) .  H e  heard  
t h a t  one man went t o  a p s y c h i a t r i s t  about t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  
t h e  p s y c h i a t r i s t  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  h i s  s t o r y .  H e  t hen  went t o  
a c h a p l a i n ,  b u t  t h e  witness s t a t e d  he heard  no th ing  more of  
t h i s  man's e f f o r t s  (pgs .  27, 2 8 ) .  

Opinion concerning a aoverup. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was never  approached by 
anyone i n  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  c a p a c i t y  (pg. 2 3 ) .  H e  added t h a t  
he read  i n  t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  t h a t  h i s  o u t f i t  had k i l l e d  
over  300 VC du r ing  t h e  q e r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t  d i d  n o t  bo the r  him 
a s  much a s  a r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  w a s  t o  r e c e i v e  a c i t a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  23, 2 7 ) .  He cons idered  t h i s  a cover-
up (pgs .  27,  3 1 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  E x h i b i t s .  

The e x h i b i t s  involved i n  t h i s  tes t imony a r e  

l
I 
1 

noted ,  i n f r a .  
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b.  Mar i juana .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  ma r i j uana  w a s  used i n  t h e  
company, b u t  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  it a problem. H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  was some u se  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  2 4 ) .  

c. A t t i t u d e  o f  C/1/20 toward Vietnamese. 

When t hey  first a r r i v e d  i n c o u n t r y ,  t h e  men i n  t h e  
company were sympa the t i c  towards t h e  Vietnamese,  b u t  a f t e r  
t h e y  had l o s t  t h e i r  b u d d i e s ,  t h e y  came t o  h a t e  VC 
sympathizers '  (pg .  2 4 ) .  H e  added t h a t  he  had neve r  s een  any 
o t h e r  Vietnamese b e i n g  m i s t r e a t e d  by anyone from h i s  ou t -
f i t  (pg .  2 5 ) .  

d .  Rapes. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had h e a r d  s t o r i e s  abou t  
men i n  C Company r a p i n g  young g i r l s  when t hey  went through 
v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  he  hea rd  no such rumors concern ing  t h e  My La i  
o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  31, 3 2 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIq 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION . 

Miscellaneous Scene 

MACV Card "Nine Rules" 
MACV Card "Enemy in Your 
Ilands" 

NOTES 

I Recosnized PHU. 

Not recognized. 

Not recognized. 

1 

PAGES 

36 

36 

36 
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EXHIBIT 

NUMBER DESCRBPTION 

1 
P-18 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

P-25 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

P-26 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

P-30 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

P-31 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

P-35 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

P-36 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

P-38 i d i s c e l l a n e o u s  

P-39 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

P-41 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  
I 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

P-57 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

- M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

- M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

P-6 4 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

P-66 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

P-6 7 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

P-6 8 M i s c e l l a n e o u s1 


EXHIBITS 

Scene  

Scene  

Scene 

Scene  

Scene  ' 

Scene  

Scene  

Scene  

Scene  

Scene  

Scene  

Scene  

Scene  

Scene  

Scene  

Scene  

Scene  

Scene  

NOTES PAGES 
~Recoqn lzed  man b u t  
I c o u l i '  n o t  r eca l l  
lname . 

Recognized  GRIMES. 44 

Recognized  LZ D o t t i ?  44,45 

Recognized h i m s e l f .  45 
Bodies  a t  soucn  
e n d  o f  My L a i  (4). 45 

Recognized CAPEZZA. 45 
Recognized CAPEZZA 
and CARTER. 46 
Scene  on t r a l l  a t  
My L a i  (4). 46 
Recognized  l i t t l e  
boy a t M y  L a i  (4). 46 

Scene  on t r a i l .  46,47 

Recoqnized WIDMER. 47,48 

Recognized  LOPEZ. 48 

Recognized  l a n d i n g  

s t r i p .  4 8 


Recognized FRANKLIIJ . 48 
3d P l a t o o n  g o i n g  
i n .  48-50 
Recognized  PHU, 
MURRAY, and WEST. 49 

Recognized  PHU. 49,50 

Did n o t  r e c o g n i z e  50I 

* 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBE,R DESCRIPTION . NOTES PAGES 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  D i d  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  . 5 0  
Shown t o  w i t n e s s ,  5 ,  

A e r i a l  p h o t o  marked,  and e n t e r e d  8 ,12 ,  
i n t o  e v i d e n c e .  3 4  ,SU 

bMap 6 7 3 9  I1 l ~ h o w nt o  w i t n e s s .  5 
I I 
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January 1
(The hea r ing  reconvened 

970. ) 
a t  1448 hour s ,  3 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons are present :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and M A J  COOP. 

The nex t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Abel FLORES. 

(MR FLORES was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows :) 

Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and 
r e s idence?  

A. Abel FLORES. I ' m  from San Antonio, Texas, a  
s t u d e n t  a t  San Antonio Col lege.  

MR WEST: M r .  FLORES, be fo re  we proceed wi th  any ques- 
t i o n s ,  I want t o  advise  you of t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose 
of t h i s  i n q u i r y .  This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  
Army f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations concerning:  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
cha in  of command of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  wi thhold ing  of 
in format ion  by any person who had a duty  t o  r e p o r t  o r  
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened a t  
My La i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t hose  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I 
have j u s t  s t a t e d .  For example, we a r e  n o t  concerned wi th  
i n d i v i d u a l  c u l p a b i l i t y  f o r  t h i n g s  t h a t  were done a t  My La i  
which may have been wrong. We've had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us 
and reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  
o f f i c i ' a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  For example, 
we have a copy of a s t a t emen t  which you gave t o  a C I D  agent .  
Your tes t imony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A verba t im t r a n s -  
c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t ape  r eco rd ing  i s  be ing  made i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  taken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  
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Now, t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  
which w i l l  be  made o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i s a t i o n  i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  
But it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o r  p a r t s  o f  it may-
l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  knowledge. You a r e  r e -
q u e s t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t e s t i m o n y  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  e x c e p t  as you may be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  
a competent  j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body. Are you s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  v .  C a l l e v ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  T h a t  b e i n g  s o ,  y o u ' r e  a d v i s e d  t h a t  y o u r  appea r -
a n c e  h e r e  i n  no  way changes  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  t h a t  o r d e r .  
A t  t h e  same t i m e  Judge  KENNEDY h a s  r u l e d  t h a t  it i s  p e r -
m i s s i b l e  f o r  you t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  u s .  Do you have  any 
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h i s ?  

A. I w a s  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  a sk  a b o u t  t h a t .  

Q These  a c t i v i t i e s  are b o t h  o f f i c i a l  and  can  go  
on s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  M r .  FLORES, were you a member o f  t h e  
Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q When w e r e  you d i s c h a r g e d ?  

A.  I w a s  d i s c h a r g e d  8 September 1969.  

Q What w a s  your  d u t y  a s s ignment  on 16 March 1968? 

A. I w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  C/1/20. I was a medic  f o r  t h e  
3d P l a t o o n .  

Q A t  t h a t  t i m e  was C/1/20 p a r t  o f  Task F o r c e  B a r k e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it w a s .  

Q - When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  o f  t h e  p l a n n e d  a s s a u l t  
on My L a i  (4)? 

A. The p l a n  i t s e l f  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  day  b e f o r e  by  
C a p t a i n  MEDINA. H e  t o l d  u s  what  w e  were  g o i n g  t o  do and  
why w e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  do  it. 

Q . Is t h i s  when t h e  company was a s sembled  a t  Landing  
Zone D o t t i e ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. What d i d  he  t e l l  t h e  company t h a t  day?  

A. H e  t o l d  us we w e r e  i n  f o r  a b i g  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  
n e x t  day,  t h a t  w e  w e r e  qo ing  t o  have t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  i t  
a l l  day and make s u r e  e v e r y t h i n g  was i n  t o p  c o n d i t i o n .  
W e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  doub le  t h e  l o a d  o f  ammo, and medics 
would have t o  t a k e  doub le  t h e  l o a d  i n  medica l  s u p p l i e s  
f o r  t h i s  m i s s i o n .  W e  would p r o b a b l y  be o u t  f o r  a l o n g  
t i m e ,  and w e  c o u l d  e x p e c t  a l o t  o f  a c t i o n .  Then he  went 
i n t o  d e t a i l ,  t e l l i n g  us  a b o u t  why we w e r e  making t h e  
a s s a u l t  and e v e r y t h i n g  else on t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t  
t h e r e  was supposed t o  be some b a t t a l i o n  of  t h e  North 
Vietnamese o r  t h e  VC i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  and t o  e x p e c t  
heavy f i r e  from t h e s e  p e o p l e .  

Q- Did h e  s a y  what t h e  company was t o  d o  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y .  

Q How t h e  company was t o  o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
what it was t o  do?  

A. What t h e y  w e r e  supposed t o  do? I was w i t h  
3d P l a t o o n ,  and h e  gave o r d e r s - - I  was w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  
LACROSS u s u a l l y .  H e  gave  us o r d e r s  t o  work i n  a tri-
a n g l e ;  1st and  2d P l a t o o n s ,  and t h e  3d P l a t o o n  was sup-
posed t o  b r i n g  up t h e  r e a r .  Our o r d e r s  w e r e  t o  b u r n  
down t h e  v i l l a g e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  o r d e r s  t h a t  I knew o f .  

Q. D o  you remember h i s  o r d e r s  t o  t h e  1st and 2d 
P l a t o o n s ?  

A. H e  u s u a l l y  gave t h e  o r d e r s  t o  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s .  
I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  h e a r  them a t  a l l .  

Q- Was a n y t h i n g  s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  hamle t?  

A. W e l l ,  h e  t o l d  us  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  VC. Every-
one i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  was VC, and e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e r e  be longed  
t o  t h e  VC. 

Q- D o  you,remember a memorial s e r v i c e  b e i n g  h e l d  
sometime b e f o r e  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  
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A. Yes, t h e r e  was a s e r v i c e  for--I  t h i n k  it was 
maybe just about a week before o r  so .  Fivc  guys were 
h i t  by a booby t r a p ,  and onc of them was k i l l e d .  I t  was 
Sergeant  COX, and they  h e l d  s e r v i c e s  f o r  him. I t h i n k  hc 
was p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  everybody i n  t h e  company. 

Q. This  was about a week be fo re  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  when, b u t  it was 
about t h a t  t i m e .  

Q We've asked s e v e r a l  w i t n e s s e s ,  and t e s t i m o n i e s  
have v a r i e d  a good b i t  about  j u s t  when it was. Two 
w i tnes ses  thought  it was t h e  same a f t e rnoon  a s  t h e  b r i e f -
ing .  

A. I t  might have been. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Your i n i t i a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n  was t h a t  it was 
perhaps  a week be fo re?  

A. Yes. 

Q We're a l s o  t o l d  t h a t  a chap la in  who was a 
major conducted t h e  ceremony. D o  you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. I j u s t  remember t h e r e  was s o r t  of  a mass be ing  
s a i d .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember who conducted it. 

Q - What was t h e  mood of t h e  company a f t e r  Captain  
MEDINA's b r i e f i n g ?  Did it sound a s  i f  you were i n  f o r  a 
b i g  f i g h t ?  

A. Before ,  a l l  we had been doing,  we had been sn iped  
a t ,  and we'd walk i n t o  a mine f i e ld  and a l o t  of people  
g o t  i n j u r e d  and k i l l e d ,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  We 
had never  been a b l e  t o  f i g h t .  I was s c a r e d  myself .  I d i d n ' t  
know what I was i n  f o r ,  and I t h i n k  j u s t  about  everybody 
was sca red .  

Q. Had t h e  company been i n  a r e a l  f i r e  f i g h t  wi th  
t h e  VC from t h e  t ime you came ove r  from Hawaii? 

A. W e l l ,  I was wi th  t h e  company only about  a month 
b e f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  know what happened. While 
I was wi th  them, a l l  t h a t  we r ece ived  w a s  s n i p e r  f i r e .  
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Q You had n e v e r  r e a l l y  come t o  g r i p s  w i t h  them? 

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  And a s  I r e c a l l ,  I t h i n k  we 
had always come o u t  on t h e  raw end  of i t .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any s p i r i t  of  wanting t o  g e t  even 
w i t h  t h e  V i e t  Cong? We've had some w i t n e s s e s  t e l l  u s  t h a t  
t h e y  t h o u g h t  .maybe t h i s  p l a y e d  a p a r t  i n  it. Is t h a t  
your  i m p r e s s i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  many p e o p l e .  
W e  n e v e r  r e a l l y  had a chance t o  g e t  even.  I g u e s s  t h i s  
i s  t h e  way t h e y  f e l t ,  l i k e  t h e y  were g o i n g  t o  g e t  t h e i r  
b i g  chance  now. 

Q - Did everybody e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e y  were i n  f o r  a 
real f i g h t ?  

A. They e x p e c t e d  something else t h a n  what  t h e y  
g o t .  I d i d n ' t  e x p e c t  what happened t h e r e .  

Q - Okay, l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  n e x t  day ,  16 March, a t  
My L a i ,  a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e  l a n d i n g  
zone. T h i s  i s  an e n l a r g e d  a e r i a l  photograph o f  My Lai ( 4 )  
and v i c i n i t y .  (The w i t n e s s  was shown E x h i b i t  P-1.)  And I 
show you a l s o  a 1:25,000 s c a l e  map which h a s  been a d m i t t e d  
i n t o  e v i d e n c e  a s  E x h i b i t  MAP-4 .  You n o t i c e  t h e  o u t l i n e  of  
t h e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  h e r e  on t h e  map; t h i s  i s  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
N o t i c e  t h e  s t r e a m  coming up h e r e .  Below t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e ' s  
a t r a i l  l e a d i n g  down t o  t h i s  road .  H e r e  it i s  on t h e  map, 
coming down h e r e .  T h i s  i s  Highway 521. T h i s  i s  n o r t h  on 
t h e  pho tograph .  E a s t  i s  t h e  China S e a ,  o u t  t h i s  way. The 
s c a l e  o f  t h e  photograph i s  1 i n c h  e q u a l s  abou t  100 meters. 
T h i s  i s  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone i n  h e r e .  Does t h i s  look  f a m i l i a r  
t o  you? 

A. It does  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q =  Do you remember H i l l  8 5 ,  which i s  s o u t h  o f  My 
L a i  ( 4 ) ?  D o  you r e c a l l  H i l l  85? A man named MEADLO i n  t h e  
1st P l a t o o n  l o s t  h i s  f o o t  t h e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  MEADLO l o s t  h i s  f o o t  as w e  were wa lk ing  
th rough  a v i l l a g e .  

a .  A c t u a l l y  it was on t h i s  h i l l .  H e r e ' s  H i l l  85 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  lower  p a r t  o f  t h e  h i l l .  
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(The w i t n e s s  was f u r t h e r  o r i e n t e d  on 
E x h i b i t  P-1.) 

M r .  FLORES, can you d e s c r i b e  f o r  u s  what you d i d  
and saw a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a t  t h e  l a n d i n g  
zone t h e r e  by My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  morning of  16 March? 

A. W e  l e f t  e a r l y  t h a t  morning. We l a n d e d ,  I 
imagine ,  a round h e r e  someplace ,  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy. A s  soon 
a s  w e  w e r e  l a n d i n g  we were r e c e i v i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e .  W e  had 
been r a d i o e d  and t o l d  t h e y  w e r e  t a k i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  and when 
w e  g o t  t h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  t a k i n g  it i n .  

Q .  So it was a h o t  LZ? 

A. I t  was a h o t  LZ. I was w i t h  t h e  l a s t  g roup  t o  be 
l i f t e d ,  w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS and t h e  RTO. C a p t a i n  MEDINA 
and h i s  RTO's, t h e y  were on t h e  same l i f t .  W e  l a n d e d ,  and 
3d P l a t o o n ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e y  went up. W e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
r i c e  paddy. I s t a y e d  t h e r e  w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS. One 
squad  went up,  and t h e y  s h o t  t h e  s n i p e r s .  Meanwhile --
Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t ' s  s t o p  t h e r e  j u s t  a moment. 
We've had t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  one squad moved s o u t h ,  l i k e  t h i s ,  
down t o  t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  Is t h a t  what you r e f e r r e d  t o  when 
you t a l k e d  abou t  one squad moving o u t ?  T h i s  i s  a wood l i n e  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. They moved up t h i s  way, and t h i s  i s  where w e  w e r e  
r e c e i v i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  They s a y  w e  a l s o  took  
it i n  from t h e  v i l l a q e ,  b u t  t h e  o n l y  s n i p e r  f i r e  I saw was 
coming from t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q .  What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  a s  w e  were t a k i n g  c a r e  fif t h e  s n i p e r s  
w e  j u s t  w a i t e d  f o r  them; and t h e  1st and 2d P l a t o o n s  s t a r t e d  
moving i n  th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e n  Cap ta in  N E D I N A  
moved o v e r  t o  where w e  were. We b o t h  walked i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t o g e t h e r ,  and t h a t ' s  when--I t h i n k  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h a t  he  gave 
t h e  o r d e r s  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS f o r  o u r  p l a t o o n  t o  b u r n  
down t h e  v i l l a g e ;  and t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  what t h e y  d i d .  They 
went th rough  t h e r e  and burned it down and e v e r y t h i n g .  

Q. Could you d e s c r i b e  and go th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  
you d i d  t h e n ,  and t e l l  us what you saw? 

A. W e l l ,  a s  I f i r s t  walked i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  
was n o t h i n g  t h e r e .  E v e r y t h i n g  was b u r n i n g .  I g o t  t o  t h e  
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middle  o f  it --

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  NOW, a s  t h e  aidman, w e r e  you 
moving w i t h  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  p l a t o o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  h e a d i u a r t e r s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  w i t h  
L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS. We were g o i n g  a lmos t  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I g o t  a b o u t  midway t h r o u g h ,  and w e  s t a r t e d  
s e e i n g  a l l  t h e s e  Vietnamese.  Women and c h i l d r e n  and o l d  
men had been s h o t  and were l y i n g  a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l .  And 
I remember, r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle  t h e r e  was a b i g  p i l e  of  
them j u s t  s t a c k e d  up a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l  t h e r e .  They had a l l  
been s h o t ,  o r  e lse  g renades  o r  something had blown up. 
Most of t h e  s h o o t i n g ,  i t  was a l r e a d y  i n  f r o n t  of  u s ,  y e t  
t h e  3d P l a t o o n  was do ing  some of it. I guess  t h e y  were 
f i n i s h i n g  o f f  what t h e  o t h e r  ones  l e f t  beh ind .  I must 
have s e e n  a b o u t ,  on t h e  t r a i l  I walked,  100 p e o p l e ,  a t  
leas t  100 p e o p l e .  T h a t ' s  a b o u t  it. 

Q. T h i s  p l a c e  where you s a w  q u i t e  a g roup  o f  b o d i e s  
t o g e t h e r ,  c o u l d  you l o c a t e  t h a t  on t h e  pho tograph ,  t h e  
approximate  l o c a t i o n ?  You can u s e  t h a t  b l u e  marking p e n c i l  
t h e r e .  

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  a t r a i l ;  t h e r e ' s  a t r a i l  r i g h t  
around h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

Q- Y e s .  

A. I remember w e  w e r e  wa lk ing  th rough  one of  t h e s e  
l i t t l e  t r a i l s  h e r e ,  and t h e r e  was a main t r a i l  g o i n g  t h i s  
way. They had them r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  
a hootch .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Do you t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  approximate  
p l a c e ?  

A. W e l l ,  it looked  l i k e  t h e y  l i n e d  them up.  

Q. Would you mark t h a t  w i t h  a f i g u r e  1, and draw a 
c ircle  around it, where you t h i n k  you saw t h e  b o d i e s ?  

A. R i g h t  a b o u t  h e r e ?  

Q. Wherever it is .  
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(The w i t n e s s  marked a f i g u r e  1 on t h e  a e r i a l  
pho tograph ,  l a t e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  e v i d e n c e  a s  E x h i b i t  P-136. ) 

A. O t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  t h e y  w e r e  a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l  n e x t  
t o  h o o t c h e s .  

Q =  J u s t  s c a t t e r e d ?  

A. J u s t  s c a t t e r e d ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  t i m e  I s a w  
a n y t h i n g  p i l e d  up. Also ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h a t ,  I m e t  up w i t h  
PFC CARTER, and he was p r e t t y  sliook up,  you know. H e  wanted 
t o  g e t  o u t  of  t h e r e  r e a l  bad and a l l .  I t o l d  him, " J u s t  
d o n ' t  look a t  i t ,  keep  on w a l k i n g . "  I must have  walked 
abou t  t e n  s t e p s  and I h e a r d  a s h o t ;  t h e n  he s t a r t e d  c a l l i n g  
f o r  m e .  H e  w a s n ' t  i n  my p l a t o o n  b u t  s i n c e  I was r i g h t  
t h e r e ,  t h e y  c a l l e d  f o r  m e .  T h a t ' s  when he  had s h o t  h i m s e l f  
i n  t h e  f o o t .  I t h i n k  h i s  name was CARTER. 

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  H e  was h e r e  t h i s  week and t a l k e d  
t o  u s .  However, he  s a i d  i t  was an a c c i d e n t ,  he  d i d n ' t  do it 
on purpose .  

A. I d o n ' t  know how it happened. H e  had  h i s  weapon 
o u t .  The n e x t  t h i n g  I knew he  had s h o t  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  f o o t .  
They e v a c u a t e d  him o u t .  

Q D o  you know a man named WIDMER? 

A. Tha t  was an  RTO f o r  C a p t a i n  MEDINA. 

Q.  CARTER t o l d  us t h a t  WIDMER borrowed h i s  . 4 5  and 
went around f i n i s h i n g  o f f  a number o f  wounded Vie tnamese ,  and 
t h a t  he  s h o t  a l i t t l e  boy. When he s h o t  t h e  l i t t l e  boy t h e  
. 4 5  jammed. H e  gave i t  back t o  CARTER. CARTER was working 
on i t ,  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i t  unjanuned. I t  went o f f ,  and he  
s h o t  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  f o o t .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h i s  s t o r y ?  

A. When I went o v e r  t h e r e ,  t h a t ' s  what t h e y  t o l d  m e .  
The o t h e r  guy t o l d  me t h a t  h i s  . 4 5  had jammed. But I t h o u g h t  
t h e y  w e r e  j u s t  making up  a s t o r y ,  because  t h e r e  was an  A r t i c l e  
1 5  f o r  anybody t h a t  -- s o  I n e v e r  d i d  g e t  t o  t a l k  t o  CARTER. 

Q. What d i d  CARTER s a y  t o  you b e f o r e  t h i s ,  when h e  
w a s  u p s e t  and wanted t o  q e t  o u t  o f  t h e r e ?  

A. T h a t 1s a b o u t  i t .  H e  j u s t  wanted t o  g e t  o u t ,  
and he  s a i d  he  c o u l d n ' t  t a k e  it. H e  was p r e t t y  shook 
up and e v e r y t h i n g .  
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H e  was t a k i n g  it p r e t t y  h a r d .  

Q.  From s e e i n g  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s .  H e  s a i d  he  c o u l d n ' t  t a k e  p a r t  i n  i t .  H e  
wanted no p a r t  i n  i t ,  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  I d o n ' t  
know h i s  e x a c t  words b u t  I guess  t h i s  was j u s t  a f t e r  he 
had s e e n  WIDMER do t h i s .  

Q - You y o u r s e l f  d i d n ' t  s e e  WIDMER a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. WIDMER was w i t h  my p l a t o o n  w i t h  C a p t a i n  MEDINA 
b u t  t h e y  w e r e  wa lk ing  a r o a d  o v e r .  W e  m e t  up w i t h  them 
around t h e  midd le  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q- You w e r e  w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS a good b i t  abou t  
t h i s  t i m e .  Did you s t a y  w i t h  him? 

A. Y e s ,  a lmos t  t h e  whole t i m e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did you t a l k  abou t  t h e  k i l l i n g s  t o  him o r  d i d  he 
t a l k  t o  you? 

A. Not v e r y  much, no. 

Q =  Do you remember g i v i n g  a s t a t e m e n t  t o  M r .  THOMPSON 
of  t h e  C I D ?  Do you remember he asked  you: "How d i d  Second 
L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS r e a c t  t o  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  b e i n g  k i l l e d ? "  
And your  answer was: "Ile was l i k e  m e ,  he was s t u n n e d .  H e  
s a i d  he  was g o i n g  t o  r a d i o  and f i n d  o u t  what was happening."  
Do you remember t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  what he d i d .  H e  s t a r t e d  s e e i n g  
a l l  t h i s .  H e  r a d i o e d  C a p t a i n  MEDINA t o  s e e  what was r e a l l y  
g o i n g  on.  The choppers ,  I remember a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  w e r e  
c a l l i n g  i n ,  t o o .  I t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e  on o u r  network o r  some-
t h i n g ,  b u t  t h e y  wanted t o  know what was go ing  o n ,  t o o .  I 
t h i n k  t h e y  were blaming t h e  choppers  f o r  k i l l i n g  some of  t h e s e  
peop le .  

9- Do you remember who L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS' RTO was? 

A. GLIMPSE was h i s  RTO, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  h e  
was o u t  t h e r e  w i t h  u s  o r  n o t .  I t h i n k  he was s i c k .  I ' m  n o t  
t o o  s u r e .  When h e  asked  m e  I t o l d  him it was GLIMPSE. Tha t  
was h i s  r e g u l a r  RTO. 

Q. I t h i n k  you had mentioned t h a t .  
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A. I t  might  have  been somebody e l s e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember who. They s w i t c h e d  e v e r y  week. 

Q E a r l i e r  i n  your  s t a t e m e n t  you s a i d ,  "Second 
L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS, S e r g e a n t  LOPEZ, and S p e c i a l i s t  F o u r t h  
C l a s s  GLIMPSE, and I were on one a i r c r a f t . "  Do you t h i n k  
now t h a t  he may n o t  have been t h e r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember who it was. I remember GLIMPSE 
w a s  s i c k  f o r  a w h i l e ,  o r  he had been wounded o r  someth ing ,  
b u t  he was o u t  f o r  a w h i l e .  And d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  w e  had  
q u i t e  a few R T O ' S .  I t h i n k  it was one e v e r y  week. And 
I d o n ' t  remember who was w i t h  us a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Could you,  t h i n k i n g  b a c k ,  f i x  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h i s ,  
abou t  when you w e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS and 
you h e a r d  a b o u t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  You s a i d  you t h o u g h t  
t h e y  w e r e  on your  company n e t .  You c o u l d  h e a r  t h e  remarks 
o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s .  

a 
A. They w e r e n ' t  t a l k i n g  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS. They rC 
were t a l k i n g  t o  Cap ta in  MEDINA.  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was s o m e  
i n c i d e n t  o u t  t h e r e  where L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY was c h a s i n g  some 
Vietnamese o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  

!-

Q There  was an  i n c i d e n t  l i k e  t h a t  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  
CV 

morning. I t  was j u s t  beyond t h e  e a s t  end  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  what t i m e  i t  was,  b u t  I remember 
t h e y  w e r e  c a l l i n g  down, because  a l s o  we had q u i t e  a few 
i n t e r p r e t e r s  w i t h  u s .  They were a s k i n g  C a p t a i n  M E D I N A  why w e  
were d o i n g  a l l  t h i s ,  what happened. 

Q.  Do you remember S e r g e a n t  P H U ,  an i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Tha t  was t h e  company i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q. R igh t .  There  was a S e r g e a n t  M I N H ,  a n o t h e r  
Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r .  Do you remember him? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  They 
had abou t  t h r e e  of  them, I t h i n k .  

Q - About t h e  t i m e  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS c a l l e d  C a p t a i n  
MEDINA on t h e  r a d i o ,  where were you i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. C a l l e d  him f o r  what? 
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Q. Well ,  you s a i d  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS g o t  on t h e  
r a d i o  and t a l k e d  t o  C a p t a i n  MEDINA t o  f i n d  o u t  why everybody 
was b e i n g  k i l l e d .  

A. H e  wanted t o  know what was happening.  W e  were 
a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a round t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  I 
d o n ' t  remember what t h e y  were t a l k i n g  abou t  because  L i e u t e n a n t  
LACROSS was wa lk ing  ahead.  I t  w a s n ' t  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  what 
w e  e x p e c t e d .  We'd walk i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and t h e r e ' s  a l l  t h e s e  
p e o p l e  l y i n g  around dead and e v e r y t h i n g .  I e x p e c t e d  a l o t  
of b loodshed ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  i t  would be l i k e  t h i s .  I 
e x p e c t e d  a f i g h t .  

Q - You a c t u a l l y  weren '  t e n c o u n t e r i n g  any r e s i s t a n c e  
a t  a l l ?  

A. Not a f t e r  t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  n o t  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q - ~ n ds t i l l  t h e y  w e r e  s h o o t i n g  up everybody? 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  what t h e y  s a y .  I d i d n ' t  see any o f  
t h e  s h o o t i n g .  L ike  I s a i d ,  3d P l a t o o n  was d o i n g  t h e  b u r n i n g ,  
and t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  what t h e y  d i d .  They w e r e  b u r n i n g  every-
t h i n g .  

Q. A f t e r  you l e f t  t h i s  p o i n t  where you saw a g roup  o f  
dead p e o p l e ,  c o u l d  you t e l l  u s  what happened g o i n g  t h e  rest 
o f  t h e  way t h r o u g h  t h e  hamle t?  

A. The rest o f  t h e  way t h r o u g h ,  t h e y  j u s t  s t a r t e d  
b u r n i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  down. W e  walked o v e r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
We w a i t e d  f o r  a  w h i l e  t o  g e t  CARTER e v a c u a t e d  because  he  was 
-- I t h i n k  he s h o t  h i m s e l f  r i g h t  abou t  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. Could you mark t h e  approximate  p l a c e  where you 
found CARTER and t h e n  t r e a t e d  him? 

A. I hope t h i s  i s  r i g h t .  I ' m  n o t  t h a t  s u r e  abou t  t h i s .  
I t  was r i g h t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  a l l  t h i s ,  and t h e r e  was an 
open rice paddy where w e  g o t  him e v a c u a t e d .  

Q I t h i n k  t h a t  was r i g h t  down a b o u t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
T h a t  w a s  t h e  rice paddy. 

A. Oh, t h i s  i s  it r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . Then he  

11 
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must have walked -- and t h i s  was more over  he re .  This  
r i g h t  h e r e ,  mark it 2 ?  

Q Yes. 

A. Right about t h e r e  i s  where I found him. (The 
wi tnes s  marked t h e  p o i n t  wi th  a number 2 on t h e  a e r i a l  
photograph.  ) There was two o t h e r  people  t r e a t i n g  him, 
and then  w e  brought  him over  t h e r e  and evacua ted  him. 

Q- Could you t e l l  us what you d i d  and saw a f t e r  
t h e  dus tof  f ?  

A. A f t e r  t h e  d u s t o f f ,  I th ink  they  had. a cease  f i r e .  
They had no more f i r i n g ,  no more k i l l i n g .  

Q Did you hea r  t h e  o r d e r s ?  

A. I heard  t h e  o r d e r s .  Captain  MEDINA g o t  them 
from some h i g h e r  up. I was over  t h e r e  wi th  him because 
m e  and t h e  s e n i o r  aidman CAPEZZA were t h e  ones t h a t  evacua ted  
him. So I heard him g ive  t h e  o r d e r s  and s t a r t e d  p a s s i n g  them 
t o  t h e  o t h e r  people .  

Q- Would you d e s c r i b e  how he g o t  t h e  o r d e r s ?  

A. I imagine it was over  t h e  r a d i o .  They j u s t  gave 
him o r d e r s  t o  s t a r t  cease  f i r i n g .  He s t a r t e d  p a s s i n g  them 
around t h e r e ,  and gave them t o  t h e  o t h e r  p l a toons  t o o .  

Q What d i d  he say? 

A. He d i d n ' t  want any more shoot ing .  

Q Now, M r .  FLORES, t h i s  i s , a  r a t h e r  impor tan t  p o i n t  
i n  ou r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  t o  who gave t h e s e  o r d e r s  t o  Captain  
MEDINA. Whatever you can t e l l  us about t h i s  w i l l  be ve ry  
h e l p f u l .  I assume t h i s  came i n  over  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  "push."  

A. Yes. 

Q . I t h i n k ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  RTO on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
"push" was MURRAY. 

A. Sergeant  MURRAY, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  
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Q- Can you r e c a l l  what MURRAY s a i d  o r  d i d ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  e x a c t l y  h e a r  i t .  I remember he was 
t a l k i n g  on t h e  -- I d o n ' t  know i f  he  was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
chopper p i l o t s  o r  t o  who, b u t  he was r i g h t  n e x t  t o  u s .  
Cap ta in  MEDINA walked a l i t t l e  ways away, and p r e t t y  soon 
w e  g o t  o r d e r s  n o t  t o  f i r e  any more. 

Q- T h i s  was a f t e r  he t a l k e d  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o t e l e p h o n e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q= B u t  you d o n ' t  know who he was t a l k i n g  t o ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  

Q - You d i d  g e t  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  it was from h i g h e r  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i n c e  he was t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o  and --

Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Can you recal l  what made you t h i n k  
t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. J u s t  a l l  o f  a sudden,  he g e t s  o f f  
t h e  r a d i o ,  and t h e y  s a y  s t o p  f i r i n g .  You know, r a d i o  a l l  t h e  
p l a t o o n s .  And L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS and a l l  g o t  o r d e r s  t o  s t o p  
f i r i n g ,  no  more f i r i n g .  

Q .  Could you t e l l  us abou t  what t i m e  t h i s  was? 

A. I t  was p r e t t y  close t o  noon. I imagine  i t  was 
abou t  11 o ' c l o c k .  

Q. W e l l ,  c o u l d  you t e l l  u s  when it was w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  t h e  d u s t o f f  of  CARTER? 

A. I t  was a f t e r  t h e  d u s t o f f ,  I imagine ,  t h a t  w e  g o t  
t h e  o r d e r s .  

Q .  Yes? 

A. I t  was a f t e r  t h e  d u s t o f f .  

Q- Was i t  v e r y  l o n g  a f t e r ,  u s i n g  t h e  d u s t o f f  a s  a 
p o i n t  o f  r e f e r e n c e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was t o o  much l o n g e r ,  because  
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I remember I was s t i l l  o u t  h e r e  where t h e  d u s t o f f  was when 
we g o t  t h e  o r d e r s .  

Q .  Can you d c s c r i b c  wha t  happened a f t c r  t h a t ?  

A. A f t e r  t h a t ,  we went through t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
evacua t ed ,  I remember, a l i t t l e  g i r l  and a l i t t l e  boy.  W e  a t e  
r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  and moved on t o  t h e  n e x t  v i l l a g e .  

Q. A s  you walked th rough  t h e  rest o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  ' 

you see more b o d i e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  I saw peop l e  j u s t  s c a t t e r e d .  

Q Did you s e e  any o t h e r  l a r g e  groups?  

A. N o .  The o n l y  o t h e r  l a r g e  group I h e a r d  abou t  b e i n g  
s h o t  was i n  a c r eek  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I was wa lk ing  
down, it seemed l i k e  a l i t t l e  c reek  o f  b lood  coming down, 
b u t  t h e y  had s l a u g h t e r e d  some cows o r  something.  

Q. You s a y  a c r e e k .  Was t h i s  a c t u a l l y  a c r e e k ,  o r  
cou ld  it have been an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h .  

Q. Did you see b o d i e s  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. No, I d idn  ' t see any b o d i e s .  They t o l d  m e  what 
had happened,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  go up t h e r e  and see them. 

Q. What d i d  t h e y  t e l l  you? 

A. They t o l d  m e  t h e r e  was abou t  50 peop l e  t h a t  had 
j u s t  been s h o t  i n  t h e  c r eek  t h e r e ,  o r  t h e  d i t c h ,  o r  what-
e v e r  it was. 

Q.  When you say  " t h e y , "  t h i s  was a member o f  t h e  
p l a t o o n  t h a t  t o l d  you? 

A. W e l l ,  y e s .  Some o f  them w e r e  members o f  3d 
Plakoon t h a t  t o l d  m e  what had happened. 

Q. D o  you remember who it was? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  
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Q. Did t h e y  t e l l  you a n y t h i n g  abou t  who might  have  
done i t ?  

A. I imagine  it was 1st  P l a t o o n ,  because  t h e y  was 
wa lk ing  i n  f r o n t  o f  us  a t  t h e  t i m e .  T h i s  had a l r e a d y  been 
done b e f o r e  w e  s t o p p e d  t o  e a t .  

Q. Was i t  i n  t h e  1st P l a t o o n  s e c t o r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Were you v i s i t e d  t h a t  morning a t  My L a i  by any 
o f f i c e r s  from Task Force  B a r k e r ,  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember anybody coming down. I t h i n k  
Colone l  BARKER was f l y i n g  around i n  h i s  chopper ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  
a b o u t  it. 

Q- D o  you remember any o c c a s i o n  when C a p t a i n  MEDINA 
t a l k e d  t o  Colone l  BARKER by r a d i o  t h a t  morning? 

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  he  was w i t h  o u r  p l a t o o n ,  b u t  I 
w a s n ' t  w i t h  him t h a t  long.  H e  was w i t h  a n o t h e r  p o r t i o n  
of  o u r  p l a t o o n .  W e  w e r e  a l l  s p r e a d  o u t ,  and w e  d i d n ' t  have  
a b a t t a l i o n  r a d i o .  

Q. Did you g e t  t o  know C a p t a i n  MEDINA ve ry  w e l l ?  

A. I knew him good, n o t  t h a t  -- I knew him a s  an  
o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  Army. 

Q - What k i n d  o f  an  o f f i c e r  was he?  

A. H e  was a good o f f i c e r .  H e  was s t r i c t  and d i s c i p l i n e d .  
H e  b e l i e v e d  a s  l o n g  a s  you obeyed o r d e r s ,  you were a l l  r i g h t .  
I f  you d i d n ' t  -- I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he was t h a t  gungho, b u t  he  
w a s  i n  c e r t a i n  ways. I t h i n k  he j u s t  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  Army, 
t h a t ' s  it. 

Q. Were you i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  t e l l  whe the r  he had con-
t r o l  o f  t h e  company t h a t  morning a t  My L a i ?  

A. I t h i n k  he  had c o n t r o l .  H e  was w i t h  u s .  

Q W a s  ,he i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  see t h e  k i l l i n g  t h a t  was 
g o i n g  on?  
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A. W e l l ,  he  was wa lk ing  w i t h  my p l a t o o n .  H e  saw 
e x a c t l y  what I saw. 

Q - H e  d i d n ' t  d o  a n y t h i n g  t o  s t o p  it u n t i l  he  
a p p a r e n t l y  g o t  t h i s  message? 

A. I g u e s s .  T h a t ' s  what it looked  l i k e  t o  m e .  I 
d o n ' t  know what  h e  was d o i n g  t h e  whole t i m e  down t h e r e  and 
a l l  t h i s ,  b u t  w e  walked i n ,  it must have  been a b o u t  a n  hour  
or an  hour  and a h a l f  b e f o r e .  W e  w a i t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e  a l i t t l e  w h i l e .  I t  was a good w h i l e ,  a h a l f  an  h o u r ,  
i t  might  have been l o n g e r ,  b e f o r e  w e  walked i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
And t h e n  a f t e r  a b o u t  an  h o u r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e n  t h e y  
s t o p p e d  t h e  f i r i n g .  My p l a t o o n  had been i n  t h e r e  an hour.  

Q. Did you t r e a t  anybody e l s e  i n  t h e  company d u r i n g  
t h e  morning? 

A. No, s i r ,  j u s t  CARTER. 

COL FRANKLIN: You went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  abou t  
8: 30. You l a n d e d  a b o u t  7 : 4 5  t o  8 : O O .  You went i n  a b o u t  
h a l f  an h o u r  l a t e r  and t h e n  t h e  f i r i n g  s t o p p e d  a t  9:30,  i f  
it was a n  hour  o r  more. Up t o  t h e  t i m e  CARTER was e v a c u a t e d ,  
w a s  t h e r e  s t i l l  f i r i n g  go ing  on? 

A. here was a l i t t l e  b i t ,  n o t  t o o  much. 

Q Not t o o  much. Most of it had s t o p p e d  o r  d i e d  down? 

A. I ' d  s a y  abou t  90 p e r c e n t  had s t o p p e d .  

Q. Had s t o p p e d  b e f o r e  CARTER g o t  h i t ?  

A. Before  -- no,  a f t e r ,  CARTER g o t  h i t .  

Q - I t  was g o i n g  p r e t t y  s t r o n g  u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A. I t  was g o i n g  p r e t t y  s t r o n g  u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q.  
That  
t h a t  

Okay, w e  know t h a t  CARTER was h i t  a b o u t  10:20. 
would mean t h e r e  w e r e  abou t  2 h o u r s  of f i r i n g .  Would 
b e  p o s s i b l e ?  

A. I t  c o u l d .  

Q - Did it s e e m  t o  you t h a t  t h e r e  was f i r i n g  f o r  a 
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l ong  t i m e  or do you have r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of t h a t ?  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  an i d e a  o f  how long  t h i s  f i r i n g  took p l a c e  
i n s i d e  t h e  hamlet .  

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you e x a c t l y  how long.  . I remember 
it was a good wh i l e .  I f  you have it down t o  about  2 hours  
t hen  I say  it must have been about  2 hours .  

Q. I t  might  have been l onge r .  I t  was a f t e r  CARTER 
g o t  evacua t ed ,  dus ted-off  --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Tha t  e v e r y t h i n g  s t a r t e d  dying 
down . I 

Q. Okay, d i d  i t  s t a r t  dy ing  down because  o f  Cap ta in  
M E D I N A f s  o r d e r  o r  was it dy ing  down when he gave t h e  
o r d e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was j u s t  dy ing  down because  t h e r e  was 
h a r d l y  any th ing  l e f t .  

Q- There was h a r d l y  any th ing  l e f t .  So a c t u a l l y  
when he  gave t h a t  o r d e r ,  t h a t  d i d n ' t  have t h a t  much e f f e c t ?  

A. Not r e a l l y .  

Q. What happened t o  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS? L a t e r  on h e  
was k i l l e d  a s  I unders tand  it .  

A. L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS? 

Q- Y e s .  A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t  a t  a l l ?  

A. No, n o t  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS. 

Q. I f  he  w a s  n o t  k i l l e d ,  what w e r e  h i s  a c t i o n s  d u r i n g  
t h i s ?  Did he seem v e r y  d i s t u r b e d ?  You s a i d  t h e r e  were 
some 3d P l a t o o n  people  t h a t  were shoo t ing .  Did he t e l l  
anybody "knock it o f f "  o r  " d o n ' t  shoo t"?  Did you h e a r  him 
g i v e  any o r d e r s  about  n o t  f i r i n g ?  

A. No, he d i d n ' t  g i v e  any o r d e r s  n o t  t o  f i r e .  H e  
d i d n ' t  give any o r d e r s  t o  f i r e .  A l l  w e  had o r d e r s  t o  do was 
burn  down t h e  v i l l a g e .  There was somebody i n  t h e  3d P l a t o o n ,  
I know t h e r e  was because  I hea rd  i t ,  f i r i n g  from where w e  
w e r e  walking i n .  
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Q. L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS was w i t h  you? 

A. Y e s .  

Q .  Did you see any 3d P l a t o o n  peop le  s h o o t ?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  sce anybody s h o o t .  

Q.  Why do you t h i n k  t h e  chopper  p i l o t s  w e r e  on your  
n e t ?  

A. Because t h e y  saw a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  b e i n g  k i l l e d  
and a l l  up above. They wanted t o  know what w a s  happening.  

Q. Why do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  on your  company 
"push"?  

A. I t h i n k  I h e a r d  them on t h e  --

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On t h e  company "push"?  

A. Y e s ,  on t h e  company "push.  " I t h i n k ,  on one 
of t h e  r a d i o s .  I h e a r d  them r a d i o  down and ask  what was 
happening.  

Q T h a t  was on t h e  company "push.  " Could it have  been 
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  C a p t a i n  MEDINA c o u l d  have  been t a l k i n g  t o  
them j u s t  p r i o r  t o  g i v i n g  t h e  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  a l l  t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. I t  c o u l d  have  been.  

Q. Could have  been? 

A. L ike  I s a i d ,  I w a s n ' t  w i t h  Cap ta in  MEDINA. I j u s t  
remember b e i n g  o v e r  t h e r e  when CARTER was e v a c u a t e d  because  
w e  moved him o v e r  t o  where t h e  command group was. And t h a t ' s  
when I h e a r d  them on t h e  r a d i o  and e v e r y t h i n g  else.  

MR WEST: Do you know John PAUL? 

A. John PAUL, he was one of  t h e  R T O ' s .  

Q.  H e  was h a n d l i n g  t h e  company "push" f o r  Cap ta in  
MEDINA. 
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COL F R A N K L I N :  You saw abou t  1 0 0  bod i e s?  

A. About t h a t  many. 

Q- You were on ly  i n  a s m a l l  p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
were you n o t ?  

A. W e  walked through t h e  whole v i l l a g e .  

9 - You walked th rough  t h e  whole v i l l a g e ?  

A. I mean, I d i d n ' t  cover  t h e  whole v i l l a g e .  I walked 
i n  h e r e ,  I walked t h i s  way, and t ook  a r i g h t .  W e  walked 
down t o  where t h e r e  was q u i t e  a few bod i e s  l a y i n g ,  down, r i g h t  
around h e r e .  We walked up t h i s  way, and t h e y  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d .  
For some r e a s o n ,  w e ,  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS and m e ,  w e r e  wa lk ing  
up t h i s  way and w e  saw a few more o v e r  h e r e ,  s c a t t e r e d  ou t -  
s i d e  hoo t ches .  And t h e n  w e  walked back and came back t h i s  
way. 

Q - But you would n o t  have s e e n  bod i e s  i n s i d e  of 
hoo tches?  

A. No. 

Q. You wou ldn ' t  have seen  them because  you d i d n ' t  
go i n  any of  t h e  hoo tches?  

A. No. 

Q - Did you go i n s i d e  o f  any bunkers?  

A. No, I was a medic. 

Q - Did any of t h e  wounded Vietnamese e v e r  c a l l  f o r  a 
medic t o  p a t c h  them up, o r  d i d  anybody e v e r  t h i n k  o f  t h a t ?  

A. No, when t h e y  s e e  us t h e y  r e c o g n i z e  us r i g h t  away; 
b u t  most o f  them w e r e  dead when I saw them. 

Q. Did anybody a t  any t i m e  c a l l  f o r  you t o  t r e a t  a 
wounded Vietnamese? 

A. No. 

Q - Do you know i f  any medic i n  your  company e v e r  
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t r e a t e d  a wounded Vietnamese a t  My L a i ?  

A. No. L i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  j u s t  s h o o t i n g  
them j u s t  t o  s h o o t  them. They were dead .  

Q .  Did you s e e  many l i v e  Vietnamese p e o p l e  a round?  

A. I s a w  two l i t t l e  k i d s .  One l i t t l e  g i r l  and  
one  ' l i t t l e  boy walked  o u t  o f  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I s a w .  I 
h e a r d  t h e r e  w a s  more. I h e a r d  t h e y  were  l e t t i n g  them g o  from 
one s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  h e a r s a y .  

Q .  You d i d n ' t  s e e  them? When you s a w  a Vie tnamese ,  
h e  w a s  dead?  

A. Y e s ,  he  w a s  dead  o r  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  it. 

LTC PATTERSON: Did you i n s p e c t  any o f  t h e s e  Vie tnamese  dead  
o r  wounded t h a t  you saw l y i n g  around?  

A. Not r e a l l y .  

Q.  Did you g o  up and f e e l  t h e i r  p u l s e ,  l i f t  t h e i r  
e y e l i d s ,  o r  check  t o  see i f  t h e y  were dead?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q - You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  were  s h o t .  How d i d  you 
a r r i v e  a t  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n ?  

A. You can  t e l l  when somebody's  b e e n  s h o t .  I went  
up  t h e r e - - l i k e  i f  somebody 's  h e a d  i s  blown o f f ,  you c a n  t e l l .  

Q Were t h e y  s h o t  a t  c l o s e  r a n g e ?  

A. Some l o o k e d  l i k e  t h e y  w e r e .  

Q .  Were t h e y  r i f l e ,  M-16 s l u g s  o r  c o u l d  you t e l l ?  
Could t h e y  have been  a r t i l l e r y  o r  do you know? 

A. I t  c o u l d  have  been  a r t i l l e r y ,  t o o .  I ' m  n o t  
s a y i n g  it w a s .  

Q The t y p e  o f  wounds t h a t  you s a w  w e r e  what  k i n d  o f  
wounds? 
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A. Other  than  the booby t r a p  t h a t  MEALjLO h i t ,  
w e  d i d n ' t  encoun te r  any s n i p e r  f i r e ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q Do you remember be ing  l i f t e d  o u t  t h e  next  
day and t aken  back t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e ?  

A. Yes. W e  had expec ted  t o  s t a y  o u t  t h e r e  
l o n g e r ,  b u t  a l l  o f  a sudden t hey  c a l l e d  us  back,  l i f t e d  
us o u t ,  and took  u s  r i g h t  back t o  D o t t i e .  

Q How long  d i d  you e x p e c t  t o  be i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. Usua l ly  about  a month. 

Q You r e a l l y  expec t ed  t o  s t a y  a month? 

A. I was. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  everybody e l s e  
w a s .  W e  had enough--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Going back t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
on t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  1 5 t h ,  d i d  Capta in  MEDINA t e l l  
you a s p e c i f i c  p e r i o d  t h a t  you were going t o  s t a y  o u t ?  

A. H e  neve r  knew how long  w e  w e r e  go ing  t o  
s t a y  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  We always expec ted  a  " l ong ; "  
i f  w e  g e t  a " s h o r t n - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did he g i v e  you an approximate 
i d e a ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  he d i d  o r  no t .  I d o n ' t  
know why, I j u s t  expec ted  t o  s t a y  o u t  q u i t e  a  l ong  
t i m e .  

Q Did you have enough medical ,  s u p p l i e s  f o r  
t h a t  long?  

A. W e  c a r r y  a s  much a s  w e  can.  W e  can always 
g e t  r e s u p p l i e d  once i n  a wh i l e .  

Q W e l l ,  do you remember go ing  back t o  Landing 
Zone D o t t i e ?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q Did you know Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  b r i g a d e  
commander? 

A. I knew who he was. 

Q Colone l  HENDERSON t o l d  us t h a t  he m e t  some 
of  t h e  men coming i n  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  and asked  them 
abou t  what had  happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  abou t  p o s s i b l e  
k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  and i f  any o f  them knew any-
t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  o c c u r r i n g ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  you t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g  made of  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I h e a r d  t h e r e  was one.  C a p t a i n  MEDINA 
c a l l e d  u s  t o g e t h e r  a t  D o t t i e  and t o l d  us n o t  t o  worry 
a b o u t  a n y t h i n g ,  t h a t  i f  a n y t h i n g  would come 'up t h a t  
h e  would c o v e r  f o r  u s  o r  wha tever  t h e y  had t o  d o ,  
something t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  e x a c t  
words. And t h a t  w e  w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  t a l k  t o  any-
body a b o u t  it. The n e x t  t h i n q  I h e a r d  was t h a t  w e  
w e r e  g e t t i n g  a c i t a t i o n ,  though w e  n e v e r  d i d  g e t  n o t h i n g  
f o r  it. 

Q. You n e v e r  g o t  a c i t a t i o n ?  

A. W e  w e r e  supposed t o ;  t h a t ' s  what I h e a r d .  
Tha t  was a rumor. Maybe t h a t  was a coverup o r  some-
t h i n g .  

Q Did anybody else e v e r  t e l l  you t o  keep  
q u i e t  a b o u t  i t ?  

A. O t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  no.  

Q. Nobody e v e r  came around s a y i n g  he was i n v e s t i -
g a t i n g  i t ?  

A. No, n o t  t o  me. 
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Q .  A f t e r  t h i s  t i m e ,  what  k i n d  o f  a s s ignments  
d i d  C h a r l i e  Company draw? 

A. The u s u a l  o n e s .  We were o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
j u s t  l i k e  any o t h e r  company. 

Q .  Back i n  November t h e r e  were some newspaper 
s t o r i e s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  members of C h a r l i e  Company 
might  have been under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  t h e  
morning o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  a n y t h i n g  
l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  were.  I d o n ' t  know. 
I know a l o t  smoked i t  w h i l e  t h e y  were o v e r  t h e r e .  

Q Was t h e r e  a r e a l  m a r i j u a n a  problem i n  t h e  
company? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was. I t h i n k  t h e y  
blew it up more t h a n  what it was. Some maybe looked  
l i k e  t h e y  were r e a l l y  on i t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h e y  had  
it t h e r e  and  t h e y  s t a r t e d  smoking it .  The n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  
you know, w e  had movies and a l l .  T h a t ' s  a b o u t  it. 

Q .  What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  men i n  C h a r l i e  
Company towards  t h e  Vietnamese p e o p l e ?  Did t h e y  l i k e  
them and g e t  a l o n g  w i t h  them o r  d i d  t h e y  d i s l i k e  them? 

A. I t  was a normal r e a c t i o n .  I t h i n k  a l l  
t h e  p e o p l e  o v e r  t h e r e  a c t e d  t h e  same way. A t  f i r s t  
you f e e l  s o r r y  f o r  t h e s e  p e o p l e  b u t  a f t e r  y o u ' v e  s e e n  
l i k e  C h a r l i e  Company, a l o t  o f  t h o s e  guys had been 
t o g e t h e r  f o r  a y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e y  even g o t  t o  Vietnam, 
and t h e n  a l l  of  a sudden a buddy of  y o u r s  g e t s  k i l l e d .  
You s t a r t  d i s l i k i n g  p e o p l e .  To m e ,  when I l e f t  C h a r l i e  
Company, t h e y  h a t e d  Vietnamese.  

Q A l l  o f  them o r  j u s t  t h e  VC s y m p a t h i z e r s ?  

A. VC s y m p a t h i z e r s .  

Q How abou t  t h e  Vietnamese p e o p l e  back i n  
t h e  government -con t ro l l ed  a r e a s ?  
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A. No, t hey  t r e a t e d  peop le  around t h e  v i l l a g e  
and any th ing  l i k e  t h i s - - I  never  saw anybody m i s t r e a t e d .  

Q They were okay? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any th ing  about  p o s s i b l e  
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  a n o t h e r  l i t t l e  hamlet  o v e r  
on t h e  c o a s t  below P i n k v i l l e  a t  about  t h e  same t i m e ,  
t h e  1 6 t h  of  March, 1968? 

A. C h a r l i e  Company had done t h i s ?  

Q . No, w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  who d i d  it. 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I e v e r  heard  any th ing .  

Q We've had a  couple  of  r e p o r t s  from Vietnamese 
sou rce s  t h a t  some people  were k i l l e d  i n  a l i t t l e  hamlet  
c a l l e d  Co Lay r i g h t  o v e r  on t h e  c o a s t ,  s o u t h  and e a s t  
of H i l l  85 a long  t h e  c o a s t l i n e .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  
any rumors of  t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Now I want t o  ask  you some q u e s t i o n s  which 
c a l l  f o r . a n  o p i n i o n ,  M r .  FLORES. When you went i n t o  
My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning you w e r e  s u r p r i s e d ,  a s  I under-
s t a n d  your  t es t imony .  You d i d n ' t  e x p e c t  t o  see r e s i d e n t s  
of  t h e  l i t t l e  hamle t  s h o t  and k i l l e d  t h e  way t h e y  w e r e .  
What do you t h i n k  happened t h a t  morning t h a t  b rough t  
t h i s  about?  

A. I r e a l l y  don' t know. A t  t h e  t i m e  I d i d n ' t  
know t h e  guys t h a t  w e l l .  I had been t h e r e  about  a  
month. They had been t h e r e  3 months a l r e a d y .  
To m e  it w a s  more o r  less revenge,  something l i k e  
t h i s .  They f e l t  t h e y  had a r i g h t  t o  k i l l  t h e s e  peop le  
o r  something.  T h a t ' s  what I f i g u r e d .  I w a s  f i g u r i n g  
on f i g h t i n g  VC t h a t  day. W e  w e r e  ready f o r  it and 
e v e r y t h i n g  else.  W e  g o t  t h e r e ,  w e  g o t  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  
and e v e r y t h i n g  j u s t  went w i l d  a f t e r  t h a t .  
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Q Do you t h i n k  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  men 
w e r e  a l l  keyed up f o r  a f i g h t  and j u s t  k i l l e d  any-
t h i n g  t h e y  saw? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  abou t  i t  r i g h t  t h e r e .  I 
d o n ' t  know. I g u e s s  t h e y  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
a s  b e i n g  w e  were supposed t o  do  t h i s ,  supposed t o  
wipe o u t  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  I c a n ' t  remember C a p t a i n  MEDINA 
s a y i n g  wipe o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  k i l l  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e .  
I do know he t o l d  u s  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e r e  was VC, c h i l d r e n  
would grow up t o  be VC, and women were VC s y m p a t h i z e r s .  
Cows, p i g s ,  and c h i c k e n s  w e r e  VC food.  But I d o n ' t  
remember him t e l l i n g - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We've had some w i t n e s s e s  
i n d i c a t e  t o  u s  t h a t ' s  what t h e y  t h o u g h t  he  meant:  
k i l l  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  b r e a t h e s .  From h e a r i n g  t h i s  
b r i e f i n g ,  do you t h i n k  t h a t  some p e o p l e  c o u l d  have  
concluded t h a t ' s  what he  meant? 

A. I t h i n k  s o .  Like  I s a i d ,  I d i d n ' t  e x p e c t  
t o  go i n  t h e r e .  Also ,  he  s a i d  something abou t  t h e y  
had been warned. I d o n ' t  s e e  how t h e y  c o u l d  warn 
a South  Vietnamese v i l l a g e  t h a t  w e  w e r e  go ing  t o  come, 
because  i f  t h e y  d i d  t h a t ,  t h e y  c o u l d  se t  up a r e a l  
good t r a p  o r  something f o r  u s .  Al though,  he d i d  t e l l  
u s  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  had been warned t h a t  w e  w e r e  g o i n g  
t o  b e  t h e r e .  Now i f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  had been warned,  
n a t u r a l l y  t h e  VC w e r e  b e i n g  warned,  t o o .  

Q Did you h e a r  a b o u t  any PSYWAR o p e r a t i o n  
a day o r  t w o  b e f o r e ,  maybe a l e a f  l e t  d r o p  o r  a loud-
s p e a k e r  warning o f  t h e  peop le?  

A. T h a t ' s  happening a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  
h e a r  a n y t h i n g  on t h a t .  He t o l d  us  t h a t  t h e y  had  been 
warned,  b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  see how t h e y  had.  Tha t  would 
b e  p r e t t y  s t u p i d  t o  t e l l  them t h a t  w e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  
come. 

Q . T i p p i n g  your  hand? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' r e  aware t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
d i d  n o t  become g e n e r a l l y  known u n t i l  j u s t  r e c e n t l y .  
A c t u a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  word of  t h i s  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  w e  g o t  i n  t h e  Department of  t h e  Army was back 
i n  e a r l y  A p r i l  when a man named RIDENHOUR w r o t e  a 
l e t t e r  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense.  S h o r t l y  t h e r e -
a f t e r  Co lone l  WILSON, who 's  n o t  i n  t h e  room t o d a y ,  
s t a r t e d  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  t h e  I n s p e c t o r  Genera l .  
So,  i t  was o v e r  a y e a r  a f t e r  i t  happened t h a t  word 
g o t  back h e r e  a b o u t  i t .  Do you have  any i d e a  o f  why 
it w a s n ' t  r e p o r t e d  l i k e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened 
on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. I know some o f  t h e  
guys were g o i n g  t o  w r i t e  t h e i r  congressman and a l l .  
They s a i d  it was b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a t  one t i m e  b u t  
it j u s t  seemed t o  be covered  up o r  something.  I r e a l l y  
d o n ' t  know. L i k e  I s a i d ,  a l l  o f  a sudden I h e a r d  
w e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  a c i t a t i o n .  W e  came o u t  
i n  t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  a s  k i l l i n g  300 something 
VC. T o  m e  t h a t  was a c o v e r u p .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it 
w a s  o r  n o t .  

Q Did t h e  men of t h e  company t a l k  a b o u t  i t ?  

A. R e a l l y  n o t  t h a t  much. They d i d  t a l k  a b o u t  
it. I know some f e l t  a l i t t l e  shook up o v e r  it. O t h e r s  
had menta l  problems,  a l o t  o f  them d i d .  

Q C o u l d n ' t  s l e e p  and t h a t  k i n d  o f  t h i n g ?  

A. Some o f  them would come up t o  m e  and t e l l  
m e  t h a t .  I w o u l d n ' t  know t o o  w e l l  because  some were 
j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  f i e l d .  They wanted 
t o  go t a l k  t o  a p s y c h i a t r i s t .  I c o u l d n ' t  s e n d  every-
body i n  f o r  t h a t .  And t h e n  when we 'd  g e t  i n  from 
t h e  f i e l d ,  h e  w o u l d n ' t  want  t o  go.  

Q. Do you know anybody who went t o  t a l k  t o  
a c h a p l a i n  a b o u t  My L a i  (4)? 

A. I t h i n k  I h e a r d  something l i k e  t h a t .  Some-
one went.  H e  went t o  t a l k  t o  a p s y c h i a t r i s t  f i r s t ,  
and t h e y  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  him. Then he went t o  t a l k  t o  
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a c h a p l a i n ,  something t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  I d o n ' t  remember 
who it was though.  

COL FRANKLIN: A t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g  w i t h  Cap ta in  MEDINA, 
d i d  h e  s a y  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been warned? 

A. I t h i n k  he  s a i d  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  warned,  
b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  s e e  how t h e y  w e r e .  

Q I t  s t u c k  i n  your  mind because  it d i d n ' t  
s e e m  t o o  s m a r t ?  

A. No, it w a s n ' t  t o o  s m a r t .  I f  you a r e  g o i n g  
t o  t e l l  them y o u ' r e  coming, t h e y  c o u l d  s e t  up a t r a p  
o r  a m i n e f i e l d  r i g h t  t h e r e ;  and we'd s u r e l y  h i t  it .  

Q And he s a i d  t h a t  t h e  VC w e r e  i n  t h e r e ,  
t h e  women were VC, and t h e  k i d s  w e r e  go ing  t o  grow 
up t o  be  VC. Did he s a y  t h a t ?  

A. Something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q I ' v e  h e a r d  t h o s e  words once a l r e a d y ,  a b o u t  
t h e  k i d s  growing up t o  be VC. 

A. Something l i k e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h o s e  
w e r e  t h e  e x a c t  words ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  what he  meant.  

Q I know you e x p e c t e d  a f i g h t .  From t h a t  
wouldn ' t t h e  s o l d i e r  i n  C Company a u t o m a t i c a l l y  assume 
everybody i n  t h e r e  c o u l d  be s h o t ,  was an  enemy? Did 
you have  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  everybody i n  t h e r e  c o u l d  
b e  s h o t  a t ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  abou t  h i t t i n g  i t  on t h e  
head.  E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  was l e f t  i n  t h e r e ,  w e  f i g u r e d ,  
was VC. H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  was a VC s t r o n g h o l d ,  and 
t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  be i n  t h e r e ,  and t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  
t o  f i g h t  u s .  I guess  w e  e x p e c t e d  a f i g h t  when w e  
l a n d e d  because  we s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  and 
I h e a r d  it was p r e t t y  heavy f o r  t h e  f i r s t  l a n d i n g .  
W e  d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  third. A l l  I saw was 
from one d i r e c t i o n ,  s n i p e r  f i r e .  

2 8  
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A. Y e s ,  t h i s  was t h e  main s u b j e c t .  

Q Was t h i s  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  you and t h e  rest 
o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  you know, when y o u ' r e  o v e r  t h e r e ,  
n o t  t o o  many t h i n g s  a r e  s u r p r i s i n g .  

Q I want  you t o  t h i n k  c a r e f u l l y  a b o u t  what  
you s a i d .  Did you g e t  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  he w a s  
a l i t t l e  concerned  a b o u t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and was 
a f r a i d  t h a t  maybe some o f  t h e  men would t a l k  t o o  much? ' 
Is  t h a t  what you s a i d ?  

A. Something l i k e  t h a t .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know 
t h e  way he  t h i n k s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  I have .  

Q What i m p r e s s i o n  d i d  you have  o f  what would 
happen t o  you i f  you d i d  t a l k  t o  somebody t h a t  came 
down t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  c o u l d  do  a n y t h i n g  t o  
you. I don '  t t h i n k  h e  wanted us t o ,  b u t  I don ' t  t h i n k  
he  c o u l d  have  done a n y t h i n g  i f  w e  d i d .  

Q.  What d i d  he s a y ,  a g a i n ,  a b o u t  b a c k i n g  every-
body up, t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  them? What w a s  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  
t h a t  he gave? 

A. Something l i k e  t h a t .  T h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h a t  w e  w e r e  n o t  supposed t o  t a l k  
t o  anybody. I imagine  men l i k e  newspaper p e o p l e  were 
always around s o m e  p l a c e  i n  b a s e  camps, and t h a t  
h e ' d  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h i n g s .  

Q Was i t  your  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a 
coverup?  

A. Not t h i s .  When w e  g o t  t h e  c i t a t i o n ,  o r  
t h e y  s a y  w e  g o t  o n e ,  I d o n ' t  know, it was j u s t  l i k e  
a rumor t h a t  we  w e r e  supposed t o  r e c e i v e  a c i t a t i o n  
f o r  what  w e  had  done. To m e  t h a t  was a coverup.  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  any r a p e s  
i n  C Company? 
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A. Y e s .  

Q .  What d i d  you h e a r ?  

A. Tha t  t h e y  had gone th rough  v i l l a g e s ,  you
know, and r a p e d  any young g i r l s  t h a t  t h e y  saw. 

Q Did you b e l i e v e  t h a t ?  

A.  C Company, y e s .  

Q T h i s  was b e f o r e  and a f t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  b o t h  b e f o r e  and a f t e r .  

Q .  Did you h e a r  a n y t h i n g  abou t  any r a p e s  d u r i n g
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q id you c a r r y  p e n i c i l l i n  t o  t r e a t  men for 
VD? 

A. When I needed i t  I c a r r i e d  it. I w o u l d n ' t  
c a r r y  it u n l e s s  I r e a l l y  needed it. I f  somebody had 
VD o r  something,  I ' d  c a r r y  i t  o u t  w i t h  m e .  

,. , 

Q Did you have a l o t  o f  VD i n  your  company? 

A. W e  had  i t .  I d o n ' t  think i t  was t h a t  much. 

Q I f  a man had t h e  " c l a p "  on a b o u t  16 March, 
where would h e  have  p r o b a b l y  g o t  i t ?  

A. I imagine  a b o u t  a week b e f o r e  o r  s o ,  p r o b a b l y
down a t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Down a t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a round D o t t i e ?  

A. Around D o t t i e .  

Q 
it? 

(FLORES) 
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A. I t  was a good company, I t h i n k .  I t  had 
a l o t  of good guys i n  t h e r e .  You cou ld  t e a r  them 
down f o r  a l o t  of  t h i n g s ,  b u t  I s t i l l  t h i n k  it was 
a good company. 

Q Did you have a group i n  C Company t h a t  
w a s  s o r t  o f  a c l i q u e ,  a group o f  dudes ,  s o r t  o f  a  
group of  guys i n  t h e  company t h a t  hung around t o g e t h e r ,  
t h a t  w e r e  cons ide red  by t h e  rest  of  t h e  s o l d i e r s  
as s o r t  o f  bad news? 

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  There w a s  q u i t e  
a few groups  o f  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  always hung 
around.  

Q. But t h e y  w e r e n ' t  hood-type gangs o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  They w e r e  j u s t  f r i e n d s ?  

A. No, w e l l ,  maybe j u s t  a l l  o f  t h e  I t a l i a n s  
i n  t h e  1st P l a toon .  They always hung around t o g e t h e r  
a l o t .  I guess  t h e y  s t u c k  t o g e t h e r  more t h a n  any-
th ing .  I imagine SIMONE and a l l  t h o s e  o t h e r  guys ,  
t h e y  w e r e  always i n  t r o u b l e .  But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  
w e r e  hoods. 

Q Was CONTI one o f  them? 

A. CONTI. They were a l l  from Rhode I s l a n d ,  
New York, New J e r s e y .  They always hung around t o g e t h e r .  

MR WEST: M r .  FLORES, w e  ' r e  about  t o  f i n i s h .  W e  ' d  
a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  a f t e r w a r d s  you 'd  go w i t h  Colonel  
PATTERSON, and h e  '11 con t inue  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by 
a s k i n g  you t o  look a t  some photographs .  Can you t h i n k  
of any th ing  you 'd  l i k e  t o  add now, any th ing  t h a t  might  
h e l p  us?  

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  many t h i n g s  I s a i d .  I hea rd  
o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  o v e r  t h e  company n e t  o r  something,  I 
t h i n k  it was--now I cou ld  be wrong. I t  cou ld  have 
been o v e r  some o t h e r  r a d i o .  Th i s  i s  j u s t  what I know. 
T h a t ' s  abou t  it. 
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MR WEST: Thank you v e r y  much. W e  v e r y  much a p p r e c i a t e  
your  coming. I know i t ' s  been a l o t  o f  t r o u b l e .  You've 
been a g r e a t  h e l p .  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1600 h o u r s ,  3 J a n u a r y  
1970.)  

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1621  h o u r s ,  
3 J a n u a r y  1970,  w i t h  LTC PATTERSON and t h e  w i t n e s s  p r e s e n t . )  

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  c o m e  t o  o r d e r .  M r .  
FLORES, I ' d  l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  y o u ' r e  s t i l l  under  
o a t h .  With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph on 
which you marked i t e m s  1 and 2 d u r i n g  t h e  open s e s s i o n ,  
I'd l i k e  t o  f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f y  f e a t u r e s  on t h e  p h o t o  
and would l i k e  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  do it u s i n g  your  
words,  i f  p o s s i b l e .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  CARTER w a s  
wounded somewhere i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  marked 
i t e m  2 ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. R i g h t ,  sir.  

Q Right .  About where you 've  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  2? 

A. I t h i n k  s o .  T h a t ' s  what it l o o k s  l i k e  
t o  me .  

Q Did you t rea t  him i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. I t r e a t e d  him and t h e n  w e  c a r r i e d  him o v e r  
t o  where t h e  command group was. 

Q. . Would you s t a t e  what i t e m  1 s i g n i f i e s ?  

A. T h a t ' s  an  a r e a  where I saw q u i t e  a few 
p e o p l e  l y i n g  a round ,  l y i n g  t h e r e  dead  a f t e r  b e i n g  
s h o t .  

Q How many p e o p l e  would you e s t i m a t e ?  

A. I'd s a y  a b o u t  4 0 ,  45,  a round t h e r e .  
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And t h e s e  were dead Vietnamese?Q 

A. They were dead.  They had been s h o t .  

Q And c o u l d  you s t a t e  a n y t h i n g  f u r t h e r  a b o u t  
t h e s e  Vietnamese? Were t h e y  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. N o ,  t h e s e  w e r e  o l d  men, women, and c h i l d r e n .  

Q .  And what t i m e  d i d  you s a y  t h i s  was? Was 
t h i s  b e f o r e  t h e  CARTER i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  must have  been a b o u t  9 :  30 
t o  10.  

Q And t h a t  i s  p o s i t i o n  l ?  

A. T h a t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Q Now, M r .  FLORES, a r e  t h e r e  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  
of  b o d i e s  or  l o c a t i o n s  t h a t  you t h i n k  you can  r e c a l l  
on t h a t  map now, o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  t w o  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  
happened on t h a t  day o f  16 March? 

A. L ike  I s a i d ,  t h e r e  was b o d i e s  s c a t t e r e d  
a l l  over .  I d o n ' t  know where t h i s  d i t c h  was, b u t  
t h e r e  was a d i t c h  a round  h e r e  some p l a c e .  

Q I have  a series of pho tographs  h e r e  t h a t  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  have  you look a t .  I f  you can r e c o g n i z e  
any p e o p l e ,  Vietnamese o r  Americans, any p a r t i c u l a r  
p l a c e s ,  o r  a n y t h i n g ,  I would l i k e  t o  have  you s e p a r a t e  
t h o s e  p i c t u r e s  i n t o  one s t a c k .  Those t h a t  mean n o t h i n g  
t o  you,  p u t  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a c k .  W e  w i l l  r e c e s s  w h i l e  
y o u ' r e  d o i n g  t h i s  and once  you have  t h e  pho tos  sep-
a r a t e d ,  t h e n  w e ' l l  open t h e  h e a r i n g  a g a i n .  I would 
l i k e  t o  g e t  on r e c o r d  what you can  r e c o g n i z e  i n  t h e s e  
p i c t u r e s .  Do you u n d e r s t a n d  what  I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you 
t o  do? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

(FLORES) 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1626 h o u r s ,  3 J a n u a r y  
1970. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1635 h o u r s ,  
3 J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0 ,  w i t h  LTC PATTERSON and t h e  w i t n e s s  
p r e s e n t .  ) 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  I ' d  
l i k e  t o  a g a i n  a d v i s e  you t h a t  y o u ' r e  under  o a t h ,  M r .  
FLORES. 
Q I have  h e r e  E x h i b i t  M-2, which is  a c a r d  
e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules . "  Have you e v e r  s e e n  t h a t  c a r d  
be£ore? 

A .  N o ,  sir.  

Q. To t h e  b e s t  o f  your  knowledge, w e r e  you 
ever i s s u e d  t h a t  c a r d ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q I have  h e r e  E x h i b i t  M - 3  e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy 
i n  Your Hands," a n o t h e r  c a r d .  Have you e v e r  s e e n  t h a t  
c a r d ?  

A. I t h i n k  w e  g o t  something l i k e  t h i s  when 
w e  f i r s t  came o v e r  t o  Vietnam. T h i s  t h i n g  i s  f a m i l i a r  
h e r e .  W e  had a l i t t l e  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  w i t h  23d D i v i s i o n '  
on i.t. 

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  MACV p a t c h .  

A. Y e s .  

Q L e t ' s  go t o  t h e  p h o t o s ,  and l e t ' s  s t a r t  
w i t h  t h e s e  f i r s t  ones  h e r e .  I have  p h o t o  E x h i b i t  
P-3; Can you t e l l  m e  who t h a t  i s ?  

A. T h a t  w a s  t h e  company i n t e r p r e t e r ,  S e r g e a n t  
PHU . 
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Q D o  you r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  a s  b e i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  c o u l d  have  been a n o t h e r  v i l l a g e .  

Q You c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  a s  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q. E x h i b i t  P-4? 

A. T h i s  r i g h t  h e r e  i s  CAPEZZA, 

Q The man s t a n d i n g  on t h e  r i g h t  i s  CAPEZZA. 
How a b o u t  P-6? 

A .  T h i s  i s  CARTER b e i n g  s h o t .  T h a t ' s  m e ,  
t h e  second  man down on t h e  r i g h t .  These a r e  members 
o f  t h e  3d P l a t o o n .  I know t h a t ' s  WIDMER r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q WIDMER i s  t h e  t h i r d  from t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. T h i r d  from t h e  r i g h t .  These o t h e r  p e o p l e  
i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  I d o n ' t  r e c o g n i z e ' t h e m  a t  a l l .  

Q Photograph P-7? 

A.  T h a t ' s  CARTER t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  WIDMER. 

Q WIDMER i s  h o l d i n g  h i s  l e g ?  

A. I n  t h e  c e n t e r .  I d o n ' t  r e c o g n i z e  any o f  
t h e  o t h e r s .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know who t h i s  man i s  h e r e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you f o r  s u r e .  

Is t h a t  a j o k e r  i n  t h e  he lmet  i n  photograph 

A. A l o t  o f  t h e  guys d i d  t h a t ,  a c e s  and j o k e r s .  

Q *  P-8? 
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A. T h a t ' s  t h e  c o m m a n d  group i n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d ,  ' 

C a p t a i n  MEDINA and MURRAY, h i s  RTO. I t h i n k  t h i s  
i s  e i the r  PAUL o r  WIDMER. T h i s  i s  MARTIN. 

Q. O n  t h e  l e f t ?  

A. O n  t h e  l e f t .  H e  w a s  an a r t i l l e r y  RTO. 
T h i s  w a s  CAPEZZA w h o  w a s  t h e  senior  a i d m a n .  

Q T r e a t i n g  CA-RTER? 

A. T r e a t i n g  CARTER. 

Q - D o  you r ecogn i ze  t h i s  man s t a n d i n g ,  w i t h  
t h e  glasses? 

A. H e  w a s  an in te rpre te r .  

Q D o  you k n o w  h i s  n a m e ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Sergeant  MINH? 

A. It  m i g h t  have been h i m .  

Q P h o t o g r a p h  P - 9 ?  

A. T h i s  i s  CARTER be ing  carr ied over t o  w h e r e  
t h e  c o m m a n d  group w a s .  T h a t ' s  WIDMER and I d o n ' t  
recall t h i s  m a n ' s  n a m e .  

Q Would you k n o w  h i s  n a m e  i f  I gave it t o  
you? 

A. I probably w o u l d .  

Q MAURO ? 

A. T h a t '  s r i g h t .  

Q. Now you s a y  he i s  b e i n g  carried t o  w h e r e  
t h e  c o m m a n d  group is? A r e  you s u r e  of t h a t ?  
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A. T h a t ' s  what i t  looks  l i k e  t o  m e .  I t h i n k  
he  w a s  s h o t  around i n  h e r e .  

Q You s a i d  P-8 o c c u r r e d  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  P-9? 

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  P-9 b e f o r e  P-8. Because,  
a f t e r  t h e y  g o t  him h e r e ,  m e  and CAPEZZA c a r r i e d  him 
t o  t h e  chopper .  

9 Is h i s  f o o t  bandaged h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  f i n i s h e d  t r e a t i n g  him o v e r  h e r e ,  
and w e  had t o  c a r r y  him o v e r  t o  g e t  him evacua ted .  

Q Then y o u ' r e  s a y i n g  t h a t  P-9 o c c u r r e d  b e f o r e  
P-8. But  h i s  f o o t  i s  i n  t h e  same shape ,  i s  it n o t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q So i t  h a s  a l r e a d y  been bandaged h e r e ?  

A. CAPEZZA d i d  n o t  t rea t  it; he  j u s t  took 
care of  it b e f o r e  t h e  chopper  g o t  t h e r e .  

Q. How about  P-lo? Is t h i s  when t h e y  c a r r i e d  
him o v e r  t h e r e  t o  where t h e y  w e r e  go ing  t o  d u s t  him 
o f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  happened b e f o r e .  Th i s  i s  t h e  
way t h e y  go i n  o r d e r .  They c a r r i e d  him o v e r ,  t h e y  
b rought  him t o  h e r e ,  and t h i s  i s  where w e  w e r e  t r e a t i n g  
him. 

Q =  Thi s  i s  where he was wounded? 

A. Y e s .  

Q . T h a t ' s  P-7? 

A. T h a t ' s  .P-7. 

Q. And P-6? 
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A. Y e s ,  w e l l  t h i s  i s  a f t e r  t h i s  w e .  They 
w e r e  t r e a t i n g  him u n t i l  I g o t  t h e r e .  When I g o t  t h e r e  
I took him over, and 2 had t h o s e  two c a r r y  him over  
t o  where CAPEZZA w a s .  

Q., So P-7 w a s  t h e  f i r s t  s h o t  and t h e n  P-6. 
Then what happened? 

I 

A. Then i t ' s  P-9 and 1 0  and 8. H e ' s  j u s t  
t r e a t i n g  him r i g h t  t h e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  chopper. 
I know because I w a s  s t a n d i n g  over  he re .  

A. T h a t ' s  when t h e  chopper came i n .  CAPEZZA 
is  ove r  h e r e  on t h e  l e f t .  T h a t ' s  m e  on t h e  r i g h t .  
I d o n ' t  recal l  who t h a t  i s .  

Q Would you know i f  I t o l d  you? 

A. I guess so .  

Q Did you know BERNHARDT? 

A. T h a t ' s  probably BERNHARDT. 

Q D o  you know BERNHARDT? 

A. Y e s ,  I know BERNHARDT. 

Q D o  you know who t h a t  man i s  s t a n d i n g  on 
t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  BEkNHARDT. 

Q And t h a t ' s  i n  P-10 t h a t  he w a s  r e f e r r i n g  
t o .  Is t h a t  CARTER be ing  c a r r i e d ?  

A. Y e s .  
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A. W e  l o a d e d  him on t h e  chopper .  Again t h a t ' s  
BERNHARDT. You can t e l l  by h i s  h a i r .  T h a t ' s  m e  r i g h t  
i n  f r o n t  o f  BERNHAIiDT and CAPEZZA. I t h i n k  h e ' s  s h a k i n g  
hands w i t h  CARTER. I don 't know who ' t h a t  i s .  

Q* What 's  t h i s  you have  i n  your  he lmet?  

A. I n s e c t  r e p e l l e n t .  

Q* P-13? 

A. T h i s  is t h e  m o r t a r  p l a t o o n .  T h a t ' s  t h e  
p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t .  I f o r g o t  h i s  name. 

Q - MARONEY ? 

A. MARONEY. I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  guy h a r d l y  
a t  a l l .  T h a t ' s  PHU. 

Q Second from t h e  r i g h t  i s  S e r g e a n t  MARONEY? 

A,  R i g h t .  

Q T h i r d  from t h e  r i g h t  i s  S e r g e a n t  PHU? 

A. R i g h t .  And t h i s  i s  t h e  " four-deuce"  FO.  
I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. H e  w a s  a s e r g e a n t  too. 

Q And how a b o u t  P-14? 

A. T h i s  i s  a member o f  my p l a t o o n ,  DUSTIN. 

Q 0- DUSTIN? 

A. Y e s .  W e  had  o r d e r s  t o  b u r n  down t h e  v i l l a g e ;  
t h a t ' s  what  w e  w e r e  do ing .  

Q Back t o  P-13, do  you r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  a r e a ?  
Could you p i n p o i n t  t h a t  on t h e  a e r i a l  pho tograph?  

A. T h a t ' s  a b o u t  t h e  area where w e  e v a c u a t e d  
CARTER. A l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  down i s  where w e  e v a c u a t e d .  
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Q Do you rcmumbcr s c c i n q  t l ~ i sg r o u p  s i t t i n g  
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  w e r e  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  when w e  l e f t .  

Q While you were evacua t ing  CARTER? 

A. Y e s ,  i n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  might have been 
mine. 

Q Where w e r e  you evacua t ing  him i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  t h i s  p i c t u r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  group a l s o  s t a y e d  wi th  t h e  command 
group. The mortar p l a toon  they  s t a y e d  wi th  t h e  command 
group. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you e x a c t l y .  E i t h e r  over h e r e  
or over  t h e r e ,  one of  t h e  t w o .  

Q - P o i n t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  t op?  

A. E i t h e r  s i d e ,  r i g h t  around t h a t  area. 

A. Th is  i s  CAPEZZA. I ' v e  been shown t h i s  
p i c t u r e  once b e f o r e  when I w a s  ques t ioned  and s a w  
t h e  name on t h e  pack. H e  had a closer p i c t u r e  or  
something. 

Q How about  P-17? 

A. Th is  i s  p a r t  of 3d P la toon  and t h e  command 
group. T h a t ' s  MURRAY r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  middle.  The 
one p o i n t i n g  is  Captain  MEDINA. T h a t ' s  Sergeant  LOPEZ, 
and t h e  rest I d o n ' t  recognize .  

Q How about t h i s  man he re?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  one I t o l d  you i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e  
j u s t  be fo re .  

Q. Sergeant  MARONEY? 

A. Y e s ,  Se rgeant  MARONEY. T h a t ' s  t h e  group 
s i t t i n g  down. 
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Q So p i c t u r e s  1 3  and 1 7  a p p e a r  t o  be  t h e  same? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  same group  s i t t i n g  down 
i n  t h e  r o a d  t h e r e ,  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r .  

Q And you t h i n k  t h a t  was a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  CARTER 
w a s  shot? 

A. Y e s .  

A. T h i s  was a l s o  a man i n  my p l a t o o n ;  I c a n ' t  
remember h i s  name though.  H e  w a s  p a r t  o f  3d P l a t o o n .  
I j u s t  r e c o g n i z e  him, t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q. Would it be SIMONE? 

A. N o ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  SIMONE.  

Q D i d  you see t h a t  group? 

A. T h i s  g roup  o f  p e o p l e ,  no. I d i d n ' t  see 
them. 

Q. D o  you r e c o g n i z e  t h e  t e r r a i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  My L a i .  

Q. A r e  you s u r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I ' m  a l m o s t  s u r e .  

Q How do you r e c o g n i z e  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, maybe i t  w a s  him i n  t h e  palm 
trees. I know t h e r e ' s  palm trees a l l  o v e r ,  b u t  I remember 
t h o s e  palm trees for  some r e a s o n .  

Q. Could you p o i n t  t h a t  o u t  on t h e  map, on 
t h e  a e r i a l  pho to?  

A. I t h i n k  I c o u l d .  
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Q Where do you t h i n k  t h a t  o c c u r r e d ?  

A. Some p l a c e  around h e r e ,  on t h e  o u t s k i x t s .  

Q. On t h e  n o r t h e a s t  edge?  

A.  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a b o u t  i t ,  r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q What 's  t h i s  i n  t h e  background? 

A. T h a t ' s  a mountain,  I g u e s s .  I c a n ' t  p o i n t  
it o u t  f o r  s u r e .  Mainly,  I r e c o g n i z e  him. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name? 

A. N o ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t ' s  n o t  SIMONE. I know 
SIMONE . 

A. T h a t  must be  one o f  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  it 
must be .  I meant t o  throw t h i s  one o u t .  . 

A. T h i s  i s  GRIMES. I t h i n k  he  w a s  a PFC a t  
t h e  t i m e .  Joe GRIMES, he was one o f  t h e  squad  l e a d e r s .  

A. T h i s  i s  LZ D o t t i e ,  where w e  w e r e  t a k i n g  
o f f  t h a t  morning. 

Q P-29, can  you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  p o s i t i v e l y  as 
t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  s o  many l a n d i n g  zones  t h a t  
w e  had t h e r e .  To m e  it s u r e  does  look  l i k e  i t ,  because  
o f  t h i s  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q- What's t h a t  y o u ' r e  p o i n t i n g  t o ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what t h e y  do ,  b u t  t h e y  had 
them o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  They had a l i t t l e  b u c k e t  t h i n g  
l i k e  w i t h  water. 
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Q A l i t t l e  w e l l ?  

A .  Something l i k e  a  w e l l .  I remember w e  l a n d e d  
r i g h t  n e x t  t o  i t .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  my choppcr  h e r e  
because  w e  w e r e  r i g h t  by t h e s e  t r e e s  h e r e  f o r  abou t  
a h a l f  a n  hour .  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  m e .  For  some r e a s o n ,  I 
d o n ' t  know, t h i s  l o o k s  l i k e  it. 

A. T h i s  l o o k s  f a m i l i a r .  T h i s  i s  t h e  one I 
r e a l l y  chose  o u t ,  31, because  I walked t h i s  t r a i l .  

Q. Did you see t h o s e  b o d i e s ?  

A. I remember t h i s  s c e n e .  

Q Do you remember where t h a t  was? 

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  a n o t h e r  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  o v e r  
h e r e .  T h i s  i s  where I t o l d  you w e  walked up a ways 
and t h e n  w e  came back and t u r n e d ,  where I saw t h o s e  
b o d i e s  l a y i n g  around.  

9. Would t h i s  be on t h e  s o u t h  edge  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  so .  

9 - D o  you t h i n k  you c o u l d  p i n p o i n t  it on t h e  
aer ia l  p h o t o ?  

A. N o ,  n o t  r e a l l y .  

Q P-35? 

A. T h i s  l o o k s  l i k e  t h e  one  I saw. I r e c o g n i z e  
t h i s  as b e i n g  CAPEZZA. 
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A. T h i s  i s  CARTER. T h a t ' s  CAPEZZA r i g h t  t h e r e  t r e a t i ng  
him. 

Q. D o  you r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  man h e r e ?  

A. I r e c o g n i z e  him, b u t  I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. The 
reason I know t h i s  i s  CAPEZZA i s  because  he  a lways  c a r r i e d  
t h a t .  

Q - H e  c a r r i e d  a round i n  a  s t r a p .  P-38? 

A. Same s c e n e .  I remember wa lk ing  down t h i s  t r a i l .  
M e  and L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS walked down it. 

A. I remember s e e i n g  t h i s .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  
l i t t l e  boy o v e r  h e r e  and two l i t t l e  boys b e i n g  s h o t .  

Q - Did you see them s h o t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  see them s h o t .  

Q. Where w a s  t h a t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  P-38? 

A. I d o n ' t  recal l .  

Q. D o  you recal l  where t h i s  was? 

A. I t  was on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  
remember i f  i t  w a s  on t h e  same s i d e  o f  t h i s  v i l l a g e  o r  on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  I j u s t  remember w e  c r o s s e d  o v e r .  I re-
member I walked t h r o u g h  t h i s ,  and I remember t h i s  t o o .  

Q. You can p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  as b e i n g  My 
L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s .  
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A. I r e c o g n i z e  t h i s .  

Q. Did you see t h i s  s c e n e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  them b e i n g  s h o t .  

Q. You remember s e e i n g  t h i s  on t h e  ground? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Where? 

A. I t h i n k  j u s t  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  up,  t h a n  t h i s  P-38. 
I b e l i e v e  one  o f  t h e s e  two,  P-38 o r  39, one o f  t h e s e  i s  a 
l i t t l e  ways up on t h e  t r a i l .  

Q. D o  you remember t h e  p o s e s ?  Can you i d e n t i f y  and ' 

s ta te  p o s i t i v e l y  t h a t  t h i s  i s  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I remember t h e s e  p e o p l e  f o r  some r e a s o n .  I ' v e  
n e v e r  s e e n  a n y t h i n g  s l a u g h t e r e d  l i k e  t h i s  b e f o r e .  

Q. Was t h i s  t h e  g roup  o f  40 t o  50 t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  
e a r l i e r ?  

A. N o .  

Q. T h i s  i s  s e p a r a t e  from p o i n t  number 1 on your  
aerial  p h o t o ?  

IA. T h i s  i s  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The 
one I p o i n t e d  o u t  was r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Was t h i s  i n  t h e  1st P l a t o o n  o r  t h e  2d P l a t o o n  
s e c t o r ?  D o  you r e c a l l ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- P-56? 

A. T h a t ' s  WIDMER r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q. On t h e  r i g h t ?  
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A. On t h e  r i g h t .  I t  l o o k s  l i k e  h e ' s  th rowing  a 
grenade .  

Q. D o  you know t h e  man on t h e  l e f t ?  D o  you recog-
nize that s c e n e ?  

A. I j u s t  know WIDNER. I d o n ' t  r e c o g n i z e  t h i s .  

Q* P-57? 

A. Again,  t h i s  i s  S e r g e a n t  LOPEZ; he was i n  my pla toon.  

Q- What was h i s  job  i n  your  p l a t o o n ?  

A. H e  was p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t .  

Q* P-61? 

A. T h i s  looks l i k e  the l a n d i n g  s t r i p  where w e  landed.  

0- Can you i d e n t i f y  anybody i n  P-61? 

A. P-61 l o o k s  f a m i l i a r ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  The one I wanted " 

w a s  P-62. T h i s  w a s  t w o  members o f  my p l a t o o n  on t h e  l e f t  and 
FRANKLIN. 

Q. On t h e  l e f t  i s  FRANKLIN? 

A. Y e s .  On t h e  r i g h t ,  I d o n ' t  know who t h a t  i s .  

Q- P-6 4? 

A. P-64 i s  my p l a t o o n  marching i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Are t h e s e  t h e  l e a d  men? 

A. N o ,  t h i s  i s  SMITH. 

Q Do you remember h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. No. And t h i s  second  man, he had a n  I t a l i a n  name. 

Q- ROSA? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name.. 
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Q =  LAGUNOY? 

A. Something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - D o  you r e c o g n i z e  anybody e l s e ?  
I 

A. 3d P l a t o o n ,  r i g h t  h e r e .  T h i s  i s  WYATT o v e r  h e r e .  
I can  t e l l  by h i s  he lmet .  

Q. WYATT i s  i d e n t i f i e d  as t h e  t h i r d  from t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. I t  l o o k s  l i k e  him. I ' m  n o t  t h a t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q. Can you p o s i t i v e l y  s t a t e  t h a t ' s  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. N o ,  n o t  by t h i s  a n g l e .  

Q* P-66? 


A .  Again,  t h i s  is  PHU. I t  l o o k s  l i k e  a n o t h e r  i n t e r -  
p r e t e r  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  f r o n t .  R igh t  h e r e  i s  MURRAY, t h e  RTO. 

Q. On t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. The r i g h t .  The RTO was MURRAY. T h i s  i s  a man from 
my p l a t o o n ,  3d P l a t o o n ,  WEST. 

Q. Is WEST on t h e  l e f t  r e a r ?  

A. Y e s ,  C h a r l e s  WEST. T h a t ' s  PHU, . and I guess  t h a t ' s  
MINH or wha tever  h i s  name i s .  

Q. D o  you r e c o g n i z e - t h e  man s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  back? 

A. N o ,  he  was i n  t h e  1st P l a t o o n .  I d o n ' t  recog-
n i z e  him. 

Q. A r e  you s u r e  he w a s  i n  t h e  1st P l a t o o n ?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  I remember him, b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember h i s  name. 

Q- P-67? 

A. This r i g h t  h e r e  i s  PHU. 
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Q. Is t h e  man on t h e  r i g h t  Se rgean t  Phu? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you r e c o g n i z e  t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e cogn i ze  him a t  a l l .  

Q- P-6 8? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e cogn i ze  t h e s e  peop l e  a t  a l l .  

A. T h i s  one r i g h t  h e r e  i s  t h a t  guy a g a i n ,  t h e  same 
one t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  remember h i s  name i n  t h a t  o t h e r  p i c t u r e ,  
b u t  h e ' s  a member of my p l a t o o n .  I remember t h a t  he was from 
New J e r s e y .  And it w a s  i n  P-64, t h e  second man. I c o u l d n ' t  
remember h i s  name. 

Q- Can you i d e n t i f y  o r  p l a c e  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo-
graph  any o f  t h e s e  pho tos?  

A. I w a s  n e v e r  t o o  good w i t h  t h e  maps. I t h i n k  
I cou ld  p l o t  them b u t  I might  p l o t  them wrong. Tha t  might  
m i x  up t h i n g s  a l i t t l e  more t h a n  t h e y  a r e .  

Q. Do you have a n y t h i n g  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  add 
b e f o r e  w e  d i s m i s s  you from h e r e ,  M r .  FLORES? 

A. No, s i r ,  I t h i n k  we've covered  it. T h a t ' s  a l l  
I can remember r i g h t  now. 

LTC PATTERSON: I e n t e r  i n t o  ev idence  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph 
marked by M r .  FLORES and s i g n e d  i n  t h e  upper  r i gh t -hand  
c o r n e r  i n  h i s  s i g n a t u r e  and handwr i t i ng  as E x h i b i t  P-136. 
Th i s  w i l l  become a permanent  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e c o r d .  I f  
you have n o t h i n g  t o  add,  M r .  FLORES, we would a g a i n  l i k e  t o  
thank you ve ry  much f o r  coming. W e  hope t h a t  you have a 
v e r y  s a f e  t r i p  home. I ' d  a l s o  l i k e  a g a i n  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  
you n o t  d i s c u s s  you r  t e s t imony  w i t h  o t h e r s  e x c e p t  a s  re-
q u i r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  competent  b o d i e s  p r e v i o u s l y  mentioned.  
The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1755 h o u r s ,  3 January  1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : GLIMPSE, Steven R. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 7 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: RTO, 3d P la toon ,  C / 1 / 2 0 .  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

He d i d  r e c e i v e  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  methods o f  handl ing  
p r i s o n e r s  o f  war b u t  he d i d  n o t  remember where (pg.  29) . 
H e  w a s  t o l d  t o  t e l l  them t o  l i e  down on t h e  ground and t o  
t a g  them (pg.  2 9 ) .  H e  never  saw E x h i b i t  M - 2 ,  t h e  
"Nine Rules" o r  E x h i b i t  M - 3 ,  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands," nor  
d i d  he  r e c e i v e  cop ie s  of  them (pgs .  29, 3 0 ) .  H e  w a s  n o t  
g iven any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on how t o  handle  noncombatants 
(pg.  30) . H e  was t o l d  t o  h o l l e r  " h a l t " ,  f i r e  a warning 
s h o t ,  and then  f i r e  a t  people  who w e r e  f l e e i n g  (pg.  30) . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Captain  M E D I N A 1 s  b r i e f i n g .  

The w i t n e s s  was t h e  RTO f o r  L ieu t enan t  LACROIX 
f o r  approximately  a month and one h a l f  (pg.  2 ) .  On 15 March 
he a t t e n d e d  Captain  M E D I N A 1 s  b r i e f i n g ,  which w a s  h e l d  on 
t o p  o f  a h i l l  n e a r  t h e  mor ta r  p i t  (pg.  2 ) .  MEDINA d i d  n o t  
use  any g r a p h i c  a i d s  du r ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  t h a t  he could  
remember (pg. 2 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  cannot  remember much 
about  t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 3) . MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  t h e  enemy w a s  
t h e r e  b u t  t h e  w i tnes s  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  d e t a i l s  (pg. 6 )  . 
MEDINA c a l l e d  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and t o l d  everyone what 
w a s  going t o  happen (pg. 7 ) .  A f t e r  t h e  group d i s c u s s i o n ,  
MEDINA u s u a l l y  would t a k e  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  o f f  f o r  a 
meeting. Sometimes, he  would g i v e  t h e  company t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  7) . This  w a s  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  
o p e r a t i o n  which meant t o  burn t h e  hootches .  They had done 
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t h i s  p rev ious ly  r i g h t  around t h e  a r e a  of P i n k v i l l e  ( p g . 9 ) .  

, b .  The memorial s e r v i c e .  

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  one memorial s e r v i c e  which 
was he ld  on LZ Upt igh t  (pg.  3 ) ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  when 
it w a s  h e l d  (pg.  4 )  . Another memorial s e r v i c e  was h e l d  
i n  t h e  woods by a pagoda, p o s s i b l y  f o r  COX and t h e  people  
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  mine f i e ld  i n c i d e n t  i n  February (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  
The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any s e r v i c e  a c t u a l l y  be ing  h e l d  
on t h e  15 th  (pg.  11$ ,  b u t  then  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  had 
been c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  t w i c e  t h a t  day ,  once f o r  a b r i e f i n g ,  
once f o r  a s e r v i c e  (pg. 1 2 )  . 

c. The mood o f  t h e  men. 

The w i t n e s s  f e l t  l i k e  g e t t i n g  i n  and " r e a l l y  
g i v i n g  them h e l l "  (pg.  8 ) .  He f e l t  depressed  because o f  
t h e  dea th  o f  COX and " a l l  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s W t h a t  had b u i l t  
up. H e  f e l t  t h e  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  where r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h e  u n i t  had taken because t h e  u n i t  was 
s h o t  a t  and mortared every  t ime they  went i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
area (pg. 8)  . H e  thought  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  men w a s  
f r i e n d l y  towards t h e  Vietnamese, excep t  i n  a few areas  
where t h e  u n i t  "would c a t c h  h e l l .  " They d i d  n o t  have 
a f r i e n d l y  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  people  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

3. ASSAULT ON MY LA1 . 
a. Landing and movement throuqh t h e  v i l l a g e .  

H e  w a s  100 meters  from t h e  v i l l a g e  when he g o t  
o f f  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  2 3 )  , b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  c r o s s i n g  
a d i k e  t o  g e t . i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  2 4 ) .  The f i r s t  and 
second p l a t o o n s  had a l r eady  moved i n  (pg.  2 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
remember s e t t i n g  up a p e r i m e t e r ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t hey  remained 
on t h e  LZ f o r  20 minutes (pg. 2 4 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
r e c e i v i n g  enemy f i r e  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  o f  
f i r i n g  (pg.  2 1 ) ,  and he d i d  n o t  know who was f i r i n g  a t  whom 
(pg.  31) .  H e  u s u a l l y  would pas s  t h e  t r a n s m i t t e r  t o  ~ i e u t e n a n t  
LACROIX b u t  cou ld  h e a r  what was be ing  s a i d  on it. He d i d  no t  
r e c a l l  an o r d e r  coming down over  t h e  r a d i o  t o  s t o p  t h e  f i r i n g  
(pg. 13)  . LACROIX never  t o l d  them t o  s t o p  f i r i n g .  H e  f e l t  
t h e  p l a toon  on ly  s h o t  a t  males who were running away from 
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 3 ) .  He s a w  MEDINA a l l  around t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg.  1 4 ) .  
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5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no problem wi th  
mari juana i n  C Company. A few i n d i v i d u a l s  d i d  smoke it 
which he f e l t  was normal (pg. 18) . Poss ib ly  one o r  two 
had used mar i juana  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  18 ,  19) . 

b. The r a d i o  w a s  on t h e  company n e t  (pg. 19)  n o t  on 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  s o  he would have no knowledge of  any 
r e p o r t s  s e n t  by MEDINA t o  t h e  TOC (pgs .  19 ,  2 0 ) .  He never  
hea rd  L ieu tenan t  LACROIX make a body count  r e p o r t  (pg. 2 0 ) .  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1320 hour s ,  
7 January 1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  
COL WILSON, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  S teven R. GLIMPSE. 

(MR GLIMPSE was c a l l e d  as a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

RCDR: W i l l  you s t a t e  your name, occupa t ion ,  and address?  

A. S teven R. GLIMPSE, unemployed, 2924 Southeas t  
Morrison, P o r t l a n d ,  Oregon. 

COL WILSON: Before  w e  proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  I s h a l l  
inform you of  s e v e r a l  matters. 

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  
Army f o r  the purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations concerning two m a t t e r s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  cha in  of  command, o f  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as  
t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968, i n  o t h e r  words, 
previous  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s ,  and 

(2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s lon  o r  wi thhold ing  of 
in format ion  by any person  who had a du ty  t o  r e ~ o r t  and 
f u r n i s h  in format ion  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Those two 
t h i n g s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  w h a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is concerned 
wi th .  

T h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  facts and c i rcumstances  of what happened a t  
MY La i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I 
j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  your  s t a t e -  
ment t o  the C I D .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  A 
verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t a p e  r eco rd ing  
is be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  taken 
by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  
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Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  b e  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  your  t e s t i m o n y  
o r  p a r t s  of it may become a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  r e c o r d .  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  t h a t  we w i l l  
f o l l o w .  I n  o r d e r  t o  move you a l o n g  i n  a sequence ,  w e  w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  follow a c h r o n o l o g i c a l  sequence .  I ' l l  ask you 
some g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  and t h e n  when w e  g e t  t h r o u g h  w i t h  
t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s  w e  w i l l  go t o  an a e r i a l  pho tograph .  You 
make a s k e t c h  showing your  r o u t e  of  march and so f o r t h .  We 
w i l l  t a k e  t h a t  a e r i a l  photograph and see i f  w e  can  r e t r a c e  
y o u r  movement th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  i n c i d e n t s  which 
you r e c a l l ,  and r e l a t e  t h o s e  t o  ground photography i f  w e  can .  
So,  w i t h  t h a t  I w i l l  b e g i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n s .  

Q. You were a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  3d P l a t o o n  of  C/1/20 
o f  Task Force  Barker  on 16 March 1968 .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And you w e r e  t h e  RTO f o r  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - 8 

How l o n g  had you been h i s  RTO? 

A. Roughly a month and o n e - h a l f ,  I b e l i e v e .  I t  was 
r i g h t  a f t e r  he g o t  i n  t h e  company t h a t  I became h i s  RTO. 

Q When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  o f  t h e  p l a n n e d  a s s a u l t  
on My L a i ?  

A. The day b e f o r e .  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  day b e f o r e .  

Q D i d  you h e a r  t h i s  th rough  t h e  company commander's 
b r i e f i n g ?  Is t h a t  where it o c c u r r e d ?  Was t h i s  b r i e f i n g  
g i v e n  i n  t h e  m o r t a r  p i t ?  

A. I t  was up on t o p  of t h e  h i l l .  I t  w a s  n e a r  t h e  
m o r t a r  p i t .  Y e s ,  i t  was. 

Q D i d  C a p t a i n  MEDINA u s e  any g r a p h i c  a i d s ,  such as 
maps o r  s k e t c h e s  o r  a n y t h i n g  t o  b r i e f  t h e  company? 

A. N o t  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  l a s t e d  abou t  45 
m i n u t e s ,  o r  how long  d i d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  l a s t ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know. The b r i e f i n g  was r e a l l y  foggy.  I 
canno t  remember. I ' v e  been t r y i n g  e v e r  s i n c e  t h a t  guy came 
o v e r  and I j u s t  remember t h e  way I f e l t  a f t e r w a r d s ,  t h a t  w e  
w e r e  go ing  t o  go g e t  them. 

Q - Was t h a t  t h e  way you f e l t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  way I f e l t .  

Q W e l l ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  what d i d  c a p t a i n  MEDINA say?  

A. , I d o n ' t  know. I can o n l y  p u t  two and two t o g e t h e r  
because  it was t h e  day a f t e r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  o r  was it t h e  same 
day,  t h a t  f i v e  o t h e r  guys g o t  it from a mine. Now, t h a t  u p s e t  
everybody i n  t h e  company because  t h e y  w e r e  rea l  c l o s e  t o  
them. Now, I t h i n k  everybody was i n  a p r e t t y  bad mood and 
I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  p robab ly  why--I c a n ' t  remember e v e r y t h i n g  he 
s a i d  because  I r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  t h i n k i n g  abou t  what he  s a i d .  
I w a s  t h i n k i n g  abou t  what happened t h a t  day o r  t h e  day b e f o r e .  

Q You mean t h e  day b e f o r e  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  you had a 
m i n e f i e l d  i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  I t h i n k  it was r i g h t  around t h e r e .  I t  was r i g h t  
b e f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  on My L a i .  

Q .- Do you remember t h e  f i r s t  man k i l l e d  i n  t h e  
company? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. I remember where it 
was. 

Q- Where was i t ?  

A. I t  was r i g h t  by My La i .  

Q - Do you remember any memorial s e r v i c e s ?  

A. I t  was up on t o p  o f  Up t igh t .  

Q F or  whom? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name, b u t  I remember t h e  
s e r v i c e .  

Q T h i s  was f o r  t h e  f i r s t  man k i l l e d .  Would t h a t  
be  WEBER? 

(GLIMPSE) 3 APP T-75 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. The name sounds f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say .  He 
w a s n ' t  i n  ou r  p l a t o o n .  I remember t h a t .  

Q . Did you go t o  any o t h e r  memorial s e r v i c e  b e s i d e s  
t h a t  one a t  Up t igh t ?  

A. No. 

Q Was t h e  memorial s e r v i c e  h e l d  p r i o r  t o  Cap ta in  
M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g  on 15  March? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I f  t h e r e  was I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I went.  

Q Would you have remembered i t ?  

A. I shou ld  remember, y e s .  I d o n ' t  know i f  I--I 
d o n ' t  know. I would have gone i f  I remember it. 

Q A r e  you P r o t e s t a n t  o r  C a t h o l i c ?  

A. P r o t e s t a n t ,  I gues s .  There was a memorial 
s e r v i c e  by - - i t  w a s n ' t  on any LZ. I t  was up i n  t h e  woods by 
a pagoda I b e l i e v e .  Tha t  might  have been t h e  one f o r  COX 
and t h o s e  guys .  

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  boys t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h e  m i n e f i e l d ?  

A .  Right .  J u s t  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  f a c t ,  I 
t h i n k  it was. 

Q Do you remember t h e  c h a p l a i n  t h a t  h e l d  t h e  
ceremonies? 

A. I remember Se rgean t  SMAIL. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h i s  
w a s  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I remember Se rgean t  SMAIL. H e  was 
a lmost  c r y i n g  because  o f  Se rgean t  COX and because  of  t h i s  
m i n e f i e l d .  I t h i n k  he asked what cou ld  be done abou t  it 
and what w e  cou ld  do  about  t h i s  and him b e i n g  k i l l e d  by 
t h i s  mine and e v e r y t h i n g ,  and I r e c a l l  Cap ta in  MEDINA 
answering him, b u t  I d o n ' t  know what he s a i d .  

Q 9 I f  I remember co r r ec t l y - -o f  cou r se ,  I can g i v e  
you t h e  d a t e  of t h e  m i n e f i e l d  i n c i d e n t '  by l ook ing  a t  t h e  
morning r e p o r t s  of t h e  K I A ' s .  

A. I t  was r i g h t  a f t e r  I g o t  o f f  t h e  H o s p i t a l  Sh ip  
Sanc tua ry ,  because  I remember I was working on K P  because  I 

\ 

(GLIMPSE 4 APP T-75 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

had a l e g  i n j u r y .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t  was i n  February ,  w a s n ' t  i t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r .  

Q B u t ,  w h a t  I ' m  s a y i n g  i s ,  you s a id  r i g h t  before 
t h e  My Lai - - I 'm t r y i n g  t d  f i x  t h e  d a t e s .  When you s a y  r i g h t  
b e f o r e ,  are you t a l k i n g  a b o u t  weeks o r  a 'month o r .  something 
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was r i g h t  b e f o r e .  I c o u l d  be t a l k i n g  
abou t  a month b e f o r e ,  b u t  I t h o u g h t  i t  was r i g h t  b e f o r e  
t h i s .  Maybe n o t .  

Q We've had a  c o u p l e  o f  i n s t a n c e s  where p e o p l e  have  
r e c a l l e d  v e r y  c l e a r l y  and a s s o c i a t e d  t h e  m i n e f i e l d  i n c i d e n t  
w i t h  t h e  b r i e f i n g  g i v e n  by C a p t a i n  MEDINA? 

A. T h a t ' s  what  I s a i d .  

Q Pardon? 

A. T h a t ' s  what I s a i d .  

Q =  I t  was c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q I want t o  f i x  t h e  d a t e  because  1 t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  
was almost a month p e r i o d  b e f o r e  you went i n t o  My L a i  and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There  w e r e  two m i n e f i e l d  i n c i d e n t s  
now. 

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  b i g  one  where you l o s t  
a b o u t  '.12 men? 

A. The whole company walked i n t o  it. 

Q- T h a t  was something e l s e ?  

A. Y e s .  T h a t  was where I was h i t  and a l o t  of 
o t h e r  guys w e r e  h i t .  

Q You.w e r e  one o f  t h e  12?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q You ' re  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a n o t h e r  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Y e s .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  an a r t i l l e r y  round. One 
s i n g l e  a r t i l l e r y  round t h a t  exp loded .  

Q A n d  k i l l e d  one man? 

A. K i l l e d  one man and i n j u r e d  f i v e  o t h e r s ,  a whole 
squad.  

Q ;  I ' d  l i k e  t o  look  t h i s  up. 

A. T h i s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q. Not t h e  one  where t h e  whole company walked i n t o  
t h e  m i n e f i e l d ?  

A.  R i g h t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  I want t o  f i x  t h i s  d a t e  and see how 
c l o s e  it was. 

A. I t h i n k  I was wrong t h e r e ,  t o o ,  because  I t h i n k  
a l s o  t h e  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  I was t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a t  t h e  
pagoda,  I t h i n k  t h a t  was f o r  t h e  b i g  m i n e f i e l d .  

Q The b i g  m i n e f i e l d  t h a t  t h e  company was caugh t  
i n ?  

A. R i g h t .  
I 

Q What d i d  C a p t a i n  MEDINA s a y  a b o u t  t h e  enemy 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  remember. I can  o n l y  
g u e s s  i f  I s a i d .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  were t h e r e .  

Q D o n ' t  g u e s s .  A t  t h e  end  of  t h e  company b r i e f i n g  
d i d  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  and p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  go w i t h  C a p t a i n  
MEDINA t o  h i s  bunker?  

A. I have  no i d e a .  

Q A s  t h e  RTO you w e r e n ' t  c l o s e  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS? 

A. , . A t  t h e  t i m e  I w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  c l o s e  because  he  had 
j u s t  g o t t e n  t h e r e .  To t h i n k  a b o u t  i t ,  I w a s n ' t  an  RTO v e r y  
l o n g  a t  a l l . .  I c o u l d n ' t  have  been.  Y e s ,  I was,  b u t  w i t h  
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ano the r  l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q A s  a normal r u l e ,  d i d  t h e  company g e t  b r i e f e d  
on t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  a s  a group? 

A .  Captain  MEDINA c a l l e d  us t o g e t h e r  q u i t e  a few 
t imes and t o l d  us what was going t o  happen. I t  seemed t o  
se t t le  everybody 's  nerves  r a t h e r  t han  g e t t i n g  it through 
t h e  grapevine  when he t a l k e d  t o  us a s  a group.  

Q - A f t e r  t h e  group d i scuss i ,ons ,  d i d  he  t a k e  t h e  
p l a toon  l e a d e r s  and squad l e a d e r s  o f f ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. He u s u a l l y  d i d .  H e  u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  
them up r i g h t  b e f o r e  we l e f t  on an o p e r a t i o n  o r  something. 

Q - Did Capta in  MEDINA go i n t o  d e t a i l s  wi th  t h e  
company, l i k e  which p l a toon  was going t o  be on t h e  r i g h t ,  
and which p l a toon  was going t o  be on t h e  l e f t ,  and which 
p l a toon  was going t o  be i n  suppor t ,  o r  what t h e  concept of 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was going t o  be a s  f a r  a s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of h i s  
f o r c e s  were concerned? 

A. H e  had t o  sometimes. 

Q . But d i d  he g i v e  it t o  t h e  company? 

A. A l l  a t  once? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

Q Was t h e r e  anyth ing  s p e c i f i c  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  communicators were i n s t r u c t e d  on? Did you use  
t h e  normal SOI? Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  The normal ca l l  s i g n s  
and no change? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Nothing from a communications s t a n d p o i n t  any
d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q How d i d  you f e e l  t h e  day b e f o r e  you went i n t o  t h a t  
v i l l a g e ?  What w a s  your menta l ,  p sycho log ica l  a t t i t u d e ?  
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A. T f e l t  l i k e  g e t t i n g  i n  t h e r e  and r e a l l y  g i v i n g  
them h e l l .  

Q - Who? 

A. The peop le  t h a t  w e r e  do ing  t h i s  t o  us .  T h a t ' s  
a l l  I can s ay .  I was depressed .  

Q You w e r e  dep re s sed  based  on t h e  d e a t h  of  COX, I 
suppose?  

A. On t h a t  and a l l  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  b u i l t  up t o  
it. Everytime you went around t h a t  a r e a  something would 
happen. 

Q - Did you have any reason  t o  be ' l i eve  t h a t  t h e  
peop le  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  
you had t aken?  

A. I d i d .  

Q Why d i d  you t h i n k  t h a t ?  

A. Every t i m e  we went around t h e r e  w e  would be s h o t  
a t  o r  mor ta red .  I had no r ea son  t o  d i s b e l i e v e  itl. 

Q. A r e  you t a l k i n g  about  P i n k v i l l e  o r  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I , t hough t  P i n k v i l l e  and My La i  ( 4 )  w e r e  t h e  same 
g e n e r a l  a r e a .  

Q. Within  a few k i l o m e t e r s  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. W e  went th rough  P i n k v i l l e  once and it wasn ' t 
My La i  ( 4 )  and somebody s a i d  t h i s  i s  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q Do you know why it was c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Because it was p ink  on t h e  map, b u t  it was t h e  
l a r g e s t  o r  p robab ly  t h e  l a r g e s t  hamlet  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Did you e x p e c t  o r  d i d  you have any reason  t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  would be noncombatants i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  No. You mean, d i d  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  a few 
mothers and--yes. Almost every  v i l l a g e  had--in f a c t  eve ry  
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v i l l a g e  w e  e v e r  went through had--
i 

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Yes. That  was a l l ;  women and c h i l d r e n .  . No 
m i l i t a r y  men a t  a l l .  

Q I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  de te rmine  t h e  t e x t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  
a s  t o  whether  t h e  b r i e f i n g  had any th ing  t o  s ay  about  t h i s .  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- W a s  t h e r e  any th ing  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
about  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  know. Some of  t h i s  
s t u f f  I can remember, b u t  I d o n ' t  know where I p icked  it 
up from. 

Q- What about  t h e  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n ?  
Had you conducted t h e s e  b e f o r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Search and c l e a r  o r  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ?  

A. Search  and you might  s a y ,  d e s t r o y .  I t  w a s  t o  
burn  t h e s e  hoo tches .  

Q Had you done much of t h i s  b e f o r e ?  

A. No. Not much of  it. Have w e  done any of i t ?  
Y e s .  I t  w a s  r i g h t  around t h e  a r e a  of  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q When you burned hoo tches  b e f o r e ,  d i d  you burn 
them f o r  a r ea son  o r  d i d  you j u s t  go  ' th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and l e v e l  i t ?  Do you know? 

A. I t  was f o r  a  reason .  I t h i n k  t h a t  was when o r  
r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  guy was k i l l e d .  I t h i n k  t h a t  was why w e  
burned it. I c a n ' t  recal l  us  e v e r  bu rn ing  any th ing  w e  
d i d n ' t  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  burn  o r  a t  l e a s t  w e  d idn  't t h i n k  
w e  had t h e  r i g h t  t o  burn .  

(COL WI.LSON looks  a t  t h e  morning r e p o r t  f o r  
C/1/20. ) 

Q The morning r e p o r t  of  2 5  February  1968 of C h a r l i e  
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Company shows a l o s s  o f  one o f f i c c r  and 1 2  mcn. I t  
l i s ts  S teven  R. GLIMPSE a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  U . S .  A r m y  l I o s p i t a l  
Sanc tuary  and i n  accordance  w i th  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t h e r e  w e r e - -
a l l  of t h e s e  l o s s e s  s e e m  t o  be c a s u a l t i e s .  I had been under  
t h e  impre s s ion  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  r e s u l t  of  t h e  company 
walk ing  i n t o  a m i n e f i e l d .  

A. Thak ' s  what it w a s .  

Q Now, t h i s  i s  t h e  b i g  m i n e f i e l d  i n c i d e n t ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q You s a y  t h a t  COX--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h i s  was a f t e r  t h i s .  I t  was t h e  
f i r s t  week i n  March. 

COL WILSON: (Reading from t h e  morning r e p o r t  o& C/1/20, 
d a t e d  14  March 1968) "George J .  COX was dead on a r r i v a l  
a t  2d S u r g i c a l  H o s p i t a l  from f r agmen ta t i on  wounds on 
t h e  morning of  14  March, " which was 2 days  b e f o r e  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  

A. Tha t  man was dead a minute  a f t e r  t h e  bomb 
exploded.  

Q H e  was k i l l e d  t h a t  day,  on t h e  1 4 t h  o f  March? 

A. R igh t .  

And he  was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  3d P l a toon?  

Y e s .  

Q And he was a squad l e a d e r ?  

A. Y e s .  E v i d e n t l y ,  Cap t a in  MEDINA must have c a l l e d  
u s  t o g e t h e r  t w i c e .  

Q. What do you mean? 

A. Because I remember t h a t  Se rgean t  SMAIL w a s  r e a l l y  
u p s e t  abou t  it, and I must be con fus ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g  w i t h  
t h i s .  

Q I f  t h i s  man was k i l l e d  on t h e  1 4 t h  of  March, it 
would n o t  be  unusual  t o  have sohe s o r t  of  ceremony f o r  him 
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on t h e  1 5 t h ,  i f  you were going back i n t o  a c t i o n  on t h e  16 th?  
Of course ,  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s e r v i c e s .  

A. I d o n ' t .  

Q Where was Sergeant  COX wounded? Ki l l ed?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  

Q W a s  t h e  p l a toon  committed on t h e  14 th  somewhere? 
Were they o u t  on o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was j u s t  o u r  p l a toon  t h a t  went o u t .  
I t h i n k  they  s e n t  o u t  d i f f e r e n t  p l a toons  every  day. 

Q Were t h e s e  n i g h t  o r  day o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. Day. 

Q The 3d P la toon  was o u t  on a p l a toon  ope ra t ion?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Probably a sweep of some s o r t ?  

A. Y e s .  , 

Q - And t h i s  man's dea th  was the  r e s u l t  of  an 
a r t i l l e r y  round? 

A. Command de tona ted .  

Q .' Command de tona ted?  

A. This  was t h e  in format ion  t h a t  ' I  g o t .  There w e r e  
w i r e s  coming from it. 

Q But it i n d i c a t e s  only  ( looking  a t  t h e  morning 
r e p o r t  f o r  C/1/20) --let me r e s t a t e  t h a t .  I t  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h r e e  o t h e r  men w e r e  wounded t h a t  day; CUMINS, DYSON, 
and HENDRICKSON, a l l  from the  3d P la toon  and a l l  from COX' 
squad? 

A .  Right  . 
Q The morning r e p o r t  shows a l o s s  of f o u r .  This 
may e x p l a i n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some men may have been 
confused between t h e  b r i e f i n g  and t h e  ceremony o r  a 
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combination. Did Captain  MEDINA have anyth ing  t o  s ay  about 
COX i n  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. He s a i d  something about COX. I remember him 
t a l k i n g  t o ' s e r g e a n t  SMAIL about it.  What he s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  
know. I thought  t h i s  was t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I was wrong, I 
guess .  E v i d e n t a l l y  t h e r e  was two of them and he c a l l e d  us 
t o g e t h e r  twice .  

Q - ' What was t h e  f i r s t  t ime? 

A. I t  must have been s e r v i c e s  of some kind.  I t  was 
s o m e  k ind  of  comfort  he was g i v i n g  t o  t h e  company. 

Q I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  words i n  your mouth. I 
d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h i s  happened. 

A. - I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  it happened, but--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  COX was w e l l  thought  o f ,  I 
suppose,  by t h e  u n i t ?  

A; , . Y e s ,  he was. 

Q Do you t h i n k  t h i s  could have had anyth ing  t o  do 
wi th  t h e  3d P la toon  be ing  p u t  i n  suppor t?  

(Witness gave no response .  ) 
I 

During t h e  a s s a u l t ,  how many bod ie s  d i d  you s e e  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I e s t ima ted  roughly 30 o r  35 t h a t  I saw. 

Q You saw? A l l  dead? 

A. Yes. This  i s  j u s t  a rough e s t i m a t e .  

Q =  When t h e  u n i t  moved forward i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
I a m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  1st and 2d P la toons  t h a t  were 
sweeping t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you observe them from your  
p o s i t i o n ?  ' 

(GLIMPSE) 

I could  observe a few of  them. 

Was t h e r e  much f i r i n g ?  

There was q u i t e  a b i t  of  f i r i n g .  
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Did t h e y  f i r e  b e f o r e  t hey  moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. , I d o n ' t  know. I w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  

Q =  They had a l r e a d y  begun t o  sweep th rough  when you 
g o t  t h e r e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  an o r d e r  come down t o  s t o p  
t h e  f i r i n g ,  o r  c e a s e  t h e  f i r i n g ,  o r  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  and 
t h e  bu rn ing ,  , o r  any of  t h o s e .  And i f  SO,  what w a s  t h e  o r d e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  recall  an o r d e r  a s  such coming down o v e r  
t h e  r a d i o ,  b u t  I seem t o  r e c a l l  something s t a t i n g - - I  d o n ' t  
know. I s h o u l d n ' t  even be  commenting on t h i s  because  r i g h t  
a f t e r  t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  w e r e  no more k i l l i n g s .  

1 

, Q" You d o n ' t  remember any i n s t r u c t i o n s  coming down 
by r a d i o ?  

A. No. 

Q - Did you normal ly  hand le  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  o r  d i d  
you p a s s  t h e  t r a n s m i t t e r  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS? 

A.  I passed ,  it t o  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS? 

Q.  Could you h e a r  what he had t o  s ay  o v e r  t h a t  
r a d i o ?  

A. . I cou ld  h e a r  i t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  recal l  it. 

Q 'What se't were you c a r r y i n g ?  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS h o l l e r  o u t  
t o  h i s  squads  o r  communicate t o  h i s  squads  an o r d e r  t o  
cease f i r i n g ?  

A. No. I neve r  hea rd  t h a t  from L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS. 
Our p l a t o o n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  o n l y  s h o t  a t  males t h a t  w e r e  runn ing  
away from t h e ,  v i l l a g e .  Now, t h i s  i s  a l l  t h a t  o u r  p l a t o o n  
e v e r  s h o t  t h a t  I know o f .  I saw most of what o u r  p l a t o o n  
d i d .  

Q Did you e v e r  see any s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  from T a s k  
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r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  area where w e  ended our.  march? 

Q* T h a t ' s  down south .  T h i s  w a s  o v e r  t o  t h e  east.  

A. Thi s  w a s  s o r t  o f  an i s l a n d ?  


Q =. It 's  s o r t  of an i s l a n d  over  t h e r e .  


A. . You mean w e r e  w e  a i r l i f t e d  on t h i s  i s l a n d ?  

Q. N o .  You're t a l k i n g  about  P i n k v i l l e .  

A. I remember we  w e r e  a i r l i f t e d  on an i s l a n d  and it 
w a s  q u i t e  an  o r d e a l  on t h a t  i s l a n d .  

Q. Not t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. No. 


Q m  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  1 6 t h  of March i n  t h e  B 

Company area? 

A. N o .  

Q. Was t h e r e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  
a t  any t i m e  t h a t  you know o f ?  

A. I w a s  never  i n t e rv i ewed  f o r  one. I hea rd  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  some s o r t .  I t h i n k  I hea rd  
it from t h e  grapevine .  

Q- Did c a p t a i n  MEDINA e v e r  ge t  up wi th  t h e  company 
and say  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on? 

A. N o .  

Q. Anybody e v e r  t e l l  you n o t  t o  s a y  anyth ing  about  
t h a t  i n c i d k n t ?  

A. N o .  

Q .  Were you ever ques t ioned?  

A. No., 

Q- Did you e v e r  see a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  back a t  Dottie 

o r  a t  . the  p ickup  zone when you l e f t  t h e  area of o p e r a t i o n s  
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t h a t  was asking ques t ions  t o  any men of C Company? 


A- No. 


Q- What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men of C Company

toward t h e  Vietnamese people? 

A- Friendly ,  I th ink .  I know a l l  my f r i e n d s  and m e  
gave them a l l  the C-rations w e  had, except  i n  a few a reas  
where w e  would ca tch  hell and it was j u s t  t h e  opposi te .  

Q-	 And what areas were those? 

A. This  was i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  and then it was up nor th  
a f t e r  this. 

Q - Did you e v e r  see an opera t ion  l i k e  t h i s  before  o r  
a f t e r ?  

A. N o .  Not l i k e  t h i s .  No. 


Q - Was it normal for C Company t o  burn v i l l a g e s ?  


A. 	 No. 

Q-	 D i d  you e v e r  hear  of any rapes i n  C Company? 

(Witness g i v e s  no response.) 

On an opera t ion?  

A. No. Not of a rape.  It  w a s  a mutual agreement 
t h a t  I heard o f ,  

Q. 	 Was t h i s  on an operation? 

A. 	 Y e s .  

Q. D i d  you know of any groups of i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  
t h e  u n i t  t h a t  wore g i r l s  bra ided  h a i r  on t h e i x  helmets? @ 

A. 	 W e  weren ' t  a group of p i l l a g e r s  i f  t h a t  is  what 
you a r e  g e t t i n g  a t .  


Q- I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  t h i s  out.  There is 

evidence t h a t  t h e r e  was a group such as t h a t  i n  C Company? 

A. 	 Not t h a t  I know of .  
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Q. I ' m  q l a d  t o  h e a r  you t a k e  t h a t  s t a n d .  What's 
amazing is if some of t h e  tes t imony t h a t  w e  ge t  i s  t r y e ,  
how it could happen wi thou t  each i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  u n i t  
r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  it w a s  happening, a s  c l o s e  as a u n i t  is i n  
combat. I am s u r e  it can,  b u t  i t ' s  ha rd  t o  b e l i e v e .  

Why do you t h i n k  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  
happened? Was it a r e s u l t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  was it a re-
s u l t  of  p o s s i b l y  now COX? 

A. You c o u l d n ' t  p i n p o i n t  it down t o  any one p a r t i c u l a r  
i n c i d e n t .  I t  w a s  a backlog of a l l  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  
t h a t  were happening and in format ion  t h a t  came down from h igher  
commands. Now, w e  g o t  i n f o m a t i o n  once t h a t  came down t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e  b r i g a d e s  and b a t t a l i o n s  and a l l  k i n d s  of  t h i n g s  
i n  t h a t  area. Now, t h i s  s c a r e d  us. 

Q- You mean, t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  g iven  t o  
you w a s  n o t  e x a c t l y  what you expected? 

A. No. I never  thought  t h e r e  were thousands of  them 
down t h e r e ,  b u t  I knew t h e r e  w e r e  some i n  a concen t r a t ed  a r ea .  
Now, t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  came down - - it wasn ' t  r i g h t  
b e f o r e  My L a i .  I t  w a s  a month b e f o r e  when we f i r s t  started 
o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  area, probably j u s t  t o  keep us  on o u r  toes. 

Q. Our i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  s t i l l  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  
t h e  l a s t  of January  of t h a t  y e a r  t h a t  Quang Ngai w a s  a t t a c k e d  
by two regiments :  one NVA and one VC. When w e  t h i n k  of 
reg imenta l  s t r e n g t h  of o u r  f o r c e s  and t h e i r  f o r c e s ,  t h e r e  
i s  q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n c e  as far  as numbers go. 

A. There must be because I never  s a w  t h a t  many a t  
one t i m e .  

Q- Never would t h e y  be i n  t h a t  s m a l l  a r e a  t h a t  you 
ope ra t ed  i n .  Do you know i f  t h e r e  w a s  a problem w i t h  
mqri juana i n  C Company? 

A. No. There wasn ' t  a problem. There w e r e  a few 
i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  d i d  smoke it. This  w a s  almost  i n  every  
company. There are a few. 

Q. Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  many people  could  have been 
on mar i juana  du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. Not a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I ' m  n o t  
say ing  t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  any, because t h e r e  i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
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t h a t  t h e r e  was, bu t  I cou ldn ' t  say p o s i t i v e l y .  I would 
imagine t h a t  t h e r e  were one o r  two. 

Q. 	 Why was t h i s  i n c i d e n t  no t  repor ted ,  do you th ink?  

A. 	 I thought it was. 

Q. 	 You thought it w a s  repor ted?  

Y e s ,  

You thought it w a s  i nves t iga ted?  

Y e s .  

Q - Do you th ink  t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  company 
thought t h a t  too? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I am p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  everybody 
thought it w a s  reported.  It wasn ' t  even reported? 

Q - 	 Yes. I t  w a s  repor ted  from o u t s i d e  of t h e  company. 

A. 	 I don' t be l i eve  t h a t .  

Q. 	 DO you have any reason to  th ink  t h a t  any i n d i v i d u a l  
i n  t h e  company repor ted  t h i s  t o  anyone? 

A. 	 I don 't have any proof. 

Q. 	 D o  you have any thoughts  on t h e  s u b j e c t ?  

A. I would bet my l i f e  t h a t  Captain MEDINA repor ted  
it. 

Q. 	 By t h a t  you mean t h a t  he would r e p o r t  t h e  number 
of c a s u a l t i e s  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. 	 Y e s .  I n  my opinion he w a s  a very,  very honest 
man. 

Q. 	 Were you on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ?  You w e r e  on t h e  
company n e t ?  

A. The company n e t .  


Q- Were you ever  on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ?  
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A. No, n o t  dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q - You would have no knowledge of any r e p o r t s  t h a t  
Captain MEDINA s e n t  back t o  t h e  TOC? 

A. N o .  

Q. Did your p l a toon  o r  d i d  you e v e r  hea r  Lieutenant  
LACROSS make a body count r e p o r t ?  

A I  I never  heard one. No. 

Q You d o n ' t  r emember  your frequency, do you, t h a t  
you were ,on? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember what you d i d  wi th  your SO1 when 
you changed? 

Q. S i g n a l  Operat ions  I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  f r equenc ies ,  o r  
maybe you d i d n ' t  g e t  them a t  p la toon  l e v e l ?  

A. I never  q o t  any. 

Q. You never  had any c o n f i d e n t i a l  document p r e s c r i b -
i n g  t h e  frequency? 

A. I was j u s t  t o l d .  

Q *  What was your c a l l  s ign?  

A. I should remember t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q- What d i d  C Company do a f t e r  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  Where 
d i d  you go? D i d  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a  and conduct 
o p e r a t i o n s  as you had conducted p rev ious ly  o r  w a s  t h e r e  any 
d i f f e r e n c e ?  

A. A f t e r  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h a t - swe day? 

Q. When you l e f t  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  complex and went back 
t o  Do t t i e?  

A. W e  weren ' t  a t  D o t t i e  very long a t  a l l .  W e  w e r e  
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marching around t h e  mountains a f t e r  t h a t ,  I b e l i e v e  on 
h i l l s  and eve ry th ing .  W e  d i d n ' t  see anyth ing  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. How long a f t e r  t h a t  d i d  you go t o  Danang? Do 
you remember? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, b u t  it wasn ' t  very long.  

Q. When you w e r e  e x t r a c t e d  from t h i s  a r e a  and taken  
back t o  D o t t i e  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  which w e  unders tand 
was 3 days,  how long d i d  you s t a y  back a t  D o t t i e  b e f o r e  
you conducted any o t h e r  ope ra t ions?  

A. Would you r e p e a t  t h e  ques t ion?  I t h i n k  I was 
mixing something up he re .  

Q - When you w e r e  e x t r a c t e d  from t h e  a r e a  and s e n t  
back t o  D o t t i e  o r  t aken  back t o  D o t t i e ,  how long  d i d  you 
s t a y  a t  D o t t i e  b e f o r e  you conducted any o t h e r  ope ra t ion?  

A. 1 c a n ' t  remember. 

Q - Do you remember anyth ing  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  happened 
on t h e  1 7 t h  o r  18 th  of March? I mean by t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  
2 days of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and a f t e r  you l aage red  i n  on t h e  
n i g h t  of t h e  16 th  and moved. You remember you s a i d  you moved 
down by t h e  r i v e r  on t h e  17 th?  

A. Down by t h e  c o a s t  more o r  less. I remember t h a t  
p r e t t y  w e l l ;  There w e r e  p r i s o n e r s  cap tu red  and weapons found 
and I b e l i e v e  documents. 

Q- Down by t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Down by t h e  r i v e r .  

Q- T h i s  was where t h e  nurse  and t h e  h igh  l e v e l  NVA 
was found? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  nu r se  had been 
raped? 

A. No. There w e r e  a l o t  of guys mad a t  h e r  though 
and probably ready t o  rape  h e r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  she  w a s  
raped.  

21 APP T-75 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



CONFIDENTIAL 


APP T-75 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q - O r  Colonel BARKER being the re?  

A. No. 

Q - Do you know what Colonel BARKER looks l i k e ?  

A. Is he baldheaded o r  s o r t  o f ?  

Q. No. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  then. 

Q. Would you know i f  e i t h e r  one of t h e s e  people 

were t h e r e  on t h e  s i t e ?  


A. Would I know them? 

Q - I f  t h e  br igade commander o r  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  commander 
were t h e r e  a t  t h e  pickup zone? 

A. I should know, bu t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

A. No. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q - I ' m  going t o  g ive  you an o r i e n t a t i o n  on some maps 
and photographs and ask you t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  ground photos,  
and take an a e r i a l  photograph and see  i f  we can t r a c e  your 
a c t i v i t i e s  through My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

F i r s t ,  l e t  me g ive  you t h e s e  ground photographs, 
' 	 and what I am going t o  ask you t o  do is  t a k e  t h e  photo 

number and i f  you recognize e i t h e r  people o r  p-laces,  e i t h e r  
one, pu t  t h e  number down. We w i l l  t a l k  about it when you 
a r e  through. 

(COL WILSON o r i e n t s  t h e  wi tness  on an a e r i a l  

photo which was l a t e r  marked and en te red  i n t o  evidence a s  

Exh ib i t  P-145, and shows t h e  witness  ground photos of t h e  

My Lai ( 4 )  a r e a . )  


Q. How f a r  were you from t h e  v i l l a g e  when you g o t  

o f f  your h e l i c o p t e r ?  


A. Maybe 100 m e t e r s .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know, e x a c t l y .  
It  was c lose .  

(GLIMPSE) APP T-75 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q - Do you remember c r o s s i n g  a  d i k e  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

Q. The 1st and 2d P la toons  had a l r e a d y  moved i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right .  


Q - Did you s e t  up a  pe r ime te r  back t h e r e ?  


A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  w e  se t  up a  p e r i m e t e r  o r  n o t .  
W e  were t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  a  wh i l e .  

Q. How long do you t h i n k  you were o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. Twenty minutes .  

(COL WILSON marked t h e  a e r i a l  photo,  , la ter  
e n t e r e d  a s  E x h i b i t  P-145, t o  i d e n t i f y  p o s i t i o n s  l o c a t e d  b; MR 
GLIMPSE. ) 

Q- P o i n t  number 1 i s  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  LZ. 

P o i n t  number 2 i s  where two t o  f o u r  VC'S were 
running w e s t  and were f i r e d  on. 

P o i n t  number 3 i n d i c a t e s  a group of 10 bodies .  

P o i n t  number 4 i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where CARTER was 
wounded. 

Faint number 5  i n d i c a t e s  approximately  10 bod ie s .  

p o i n t  number 6 i n d i c a t e s  where t h e  heavy f i r i n g  
t a p e r e d  o f f .  I want t o  expand on t h a t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  (The 
wi tnes s  determined a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  f i r i n g  had t a p e r e d  
o f f .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  a command, b u t  h& could j u s t  t e l l  t h a t  
t h e  f i r i n g  had begun t o  cease . )  

P o i n t  number 7 i n d i c a t e s  a  wounded boy of  15 
y e a r s  of age s h o t  f o r  no apparen t  reason .  

P o i n t  number 8 i n d i c a t e s  a dead baby. 

P o i n t  number 9 i n d i c a t e s  s topp ing  t o  eat .  

P o i n t  number 10 i n d i c a t e s  f i v e  bodies  observed 
i n  d i t c h .  
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(COL WILSON shows t h e  w i tnes s  s p e c i f i c  photos  
t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s  has  p r e v i o u s l y  observed and i d e n t i f i e d . )  

Photographs P-6, P-7, and P-8 show Sergeant  
CARTER be ing  bandaged a f t e r  he wounded h imse l f .  D o  you 
know where t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember a w a l l  down h e r e ,  b u t  i t  w a s  
l i k e  a l i t t l e  h o l e  i n  t h e  trees t h a t  he w a s  i n .  

Q- Now, photo number P-8 a l s o  shows him up a g a i n s t '  
t h e  b u i l d i n g ?  

A. 	 Right .  

Q. 	 Photo number P-10 shows him l y i n g  down. Do you 
know how f a r  Sergeant  CARTER was from t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  he 
w a s  evacuated? W a s  he  moved o r  no t?  

A. H e  would have had t o  have been moved because t h e  
chopper c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Was he moved a f t e r  he w a s  wounded and b e f o r e  t h e  
chopper came? 

A. 	 N o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q - So, you would say  t h a t  photos  P-6 ,  P -7 ,  P-8, P-9 
and P-10 w e r e  t aken  a t  p o i n t  4 on the  map? 

A. Y e s ,  sir ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  aerial  map la ter  
i d e n t i f i e d  as E x h i b i t  P-145) . 
Q- What about  photo number P-13? Do you know where 
t h a t  was? 

A. Th is  looks  something l i k e  t h e  nor th-south t r a i l  
o r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  it. 

Q.  	 Who i s  t h e  f i r s t  man i n  t h e  photo,  do  you know? 

Somebody. I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

JENNINGS? 

A. 	 Right.  Sergeant  JENNINGS. 

Q. 	 Is t h a t  L ieu t enan t  BROOKS he re?  
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A. Maybe i t ' s  n o t  a l i e u t e n a n t .  I t  l o o k s  l i k e  t h e  
guy t h a t  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  company f o r  a w h i l e .  What ' s  h i s  name? 
I t  w a s  a f t e r  C a p t a i n  MEDINA l e f t .  

Q .  Number P-14? 

A.  I t ' s  F r e d  D U S T I N .  We were b e s t  b u d d i e s .  I t h i n k  
h e ' s  coming i n  tomorrow. 

Q. T h i r d  P l a t o o n ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q. Was t h e  3d P l a t o o n  a s s i g n e d  t h e  m i s s i o n  t o  burn  
t h e  town? 

A. No. I t  was b u r n i n g  b e f o r e  w e  g o t  t h e r e .  We j u s t  
h e l p e d  it a long .  

Q.  Do you r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  pho tograph ,  number P-17? 

A. I a lmos t  p u t  it down because  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  
P i n k v i l l e  . 
Q - Not P i n k v i l l e .  My L a i ?  

A. My L a i .  

Q W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  p h o t o  number P-13 and p h o t o  number 
P-17 w e r e  t a k e n  a t  t h e  same p l a c e ,  b u t  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  a n g l e ?  

A. T h e r e ' s  t h a t  guy. Apparen t ly  it i s  because  t h e r e  
i s  t h a t  guy. Y e s .  I t  would have  t o  be t h e  same p l a c e .  
T h i s  w a s  n o t  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l .  

T h i s  i s  a r a t h e r  l a r g e  .house  h e r e  i n  p h o t o  number 

A. I don '  t remember it. 

Q. One t i m e  i t  appeared  t h a t  p h o t o  number P-13 showed 
t h e  command g r o u p ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  p h o t o  number P-13 shows t h e  
m o r t a r  p l a t o o n ,  a l t h o u g h  I d o n ' t  know what S e r g e a n t  P H U  i s  
doing?  

A. H e  was a s e r g e a n t  i n  t h e  m o r t a r  p l a t o o n .  

Q- S e r g e a n t  MARONEY, t h e  second man? 
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I c a n ' t  r c n l c m h c r .  I l c  sliol: h i s  .Iincjc?r oil:  acc ide r l l a l ly .  l l c >  
w a s  i n  o u r  platoon.  

Q DELPOME? 

A.  R i g h t .  T h e  second m a n  i s  DELPOME. 

Q - Was h i s  f i r s t  n a m e  " ~ e t e " ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q - N u m b e r  P - 1 2 6 ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  w h e r e  w e  s p e n t  o u r  f i rs t  n i g h t .  
T h e r e  i s  S M A I L  and GRIMES.  

Q .  W a i t  a m i n u t e  n o w .  GRIMES on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. GRIMES on t h e  r i g h t .  S M A I L  second f r o m  t h e  l e f t .  

Q Is t h e  f i r s t  m a n  on t h e  l e f t  S M I T H ?  

A. T h a t  sounds  r i g h t .  

Q - GRUVER i s  t h e  t h i r d  f r o m  t h e  l e f t  and GRIMES i s  
t h e  f o u r t h  f r o m  t h e  l e f t ?  

A. R i g h t .  

Q GRUVER ever have a p r o b l e m  w i t h  m a r i j u a n a ?  

A. GRUVER w a s  one of t h e  guys t h a t  s m o k e d  it on occa-
sion.  N o b o d y  t h a t  I k n o w  of had a p r o b l e m ,  l i k e  s m o k e d  it 
every day. 

Q Were there any o t h e r  photographs t h a t  you s a w  
t h a t  you could locate i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  besides t h e  ones w i t h  
CARTE R? 

A. Would you please repeat t h a t ?  

Q - T h e  o n l y  photos t h a t  w e  located as f a r  as loca-
t i ons  go i s  t h e  ones w h e r e  CARTER i s  a t  p o i n t  4 .  A n y  o ther  
photographs t h a t  you s a w  t h a t  you cou ld  locate i n  t h e  v i l -
lage? 

A. N o n e  a t  a l l .  
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(2- Does t h e  t ime t h a t  CARTER was wounded sound about 
r i g h t ?  

A. I t  sounds about  r i g h t .  Not t o o  long a f t e r  t h a t  
he l e f t ,  i n  t h e  morning. You d o n ' t  have it down he re ,  b u t  
t h e r e  were people  running o u t  of t h e  f i e l d ,  which w e  f i r e d  
upon. 

Q. That  was on t h e  LZ? 

A. R igh t .  

COL WILSON: The annota ted  photograph by M r .  S teve  R. GLIMPSE 
i s  e n t e r e d  a s  E x h i b i t  P-145. One o r  two more q u e s t i o n s .  Did 
you r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  methods of handl ing  p r i s o n e r s  
of war? 

A. Yes. I c a n ' t  remember where i t  was. I t  might 
have been r i g h t  when w e  g o t  i n t o  Vietnam. 

Q- What d i d  t hey  t e l l  you? 

A. They t o l d  us t o  l a y  them down on t h e  ground and 
keep them t h e r e .  

Q. Tag them? 

A. Tag them? 

Q Tag them? Put  t a g s  on them? 

A.  Y e s ,  we d id .  

Q. Did you e v e r  t a g  a p r i s o n e r ?  

, A. No. I he lped  t a g  one. 

Q. I show you two e x h i b i t s :  E x h i b i t  M-2 and E x h i b i t  
M-3. They a r e  two w a l l e t - s i z e d  c a r d s .  M-2 is e n t i t l e d ,  
"Nine Rules."  M-3 i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy I n  Your Hands." 
Have you e v e r  seen  t h e s e  documents? 

A. No. 

Q. They would have had t h e  r e d  MACV i n s i g n i a  on t h e  
f r o n t  of them? 

A. No. I never  saw any documents t h a t  came down. 
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Q You w e r e  n o t  g i v e n  any c o p i e s  of t h e s e ?  

A.  I f  I d i d ,  I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  remember them. 

Q Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  one of  t h e s e  h a s  some Vietnamese 
t r a n s l a t i o n s  on i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q.  Were you e v e r  g i v e n  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on how t o  
h a n d l e  noncombatants? 

A. No. 

Q What w e r e  you t o l d  t o  do i f  a Vietnamese r a n  from 
you i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  w e  w e r e  t o l d  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g .  
Our company u s u a l l y  f i r e d  upon p e o p l e  t h a t  w e r e  r u n n i n g  from 
us .  T h a t  was m o r e  o r  less t h e  common t h i n g  t o  d o  i f  we 
h o l l e r e d  " h a l t "  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  h a l t ,  u n l e s s  t h e y  w e r e  women 
and l i t t l e  k i d s  w e  d i d n ' t  f i r e  on.  I n  P i n k v i l l e  w e  would 
have f i x e d  on them i f  t h e r e  were women r u n n i n g .  I mean My 
L a i  ( 4 ) .  U s u a l l y  w e  h o l l e r e d  " h a l t "  and i f  t h e y  d i d n ' t  h a l t  
and t h e y  w e r e  ma les ,  t h e y  would be f i r e d  upon. 

Q. Anything a b o u t  a  warning s h o t  mentioned? 

A. There  w a s  a warning s h o t .  Everyt ime I can remember 
t h e r e  w a s  a warning s h o t .  

Q.  Do you remember e v e r  b e i n g  b r i e f e d  on t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  b e i n g  b r i e f e d  on i t ,  b u t  w e  must 
have been because  everybody s o r t  of  d i d  t h e  same t h i n g .  

Q M r .  GLIMPSE, do you have a n y t h i n g  f u r t h e r  t o  o f f e r  
o r  any f u r t h e r  t e s t i m o n y ?  

A. W e l l ,  n o t h i n g  o t h e r  t h e n  t h e  way I f e e l  a b o u t  t h e  
whole s i t u a t i o n .  

Q .  What w a s  t h a t ?  

A. I j u s t  f e e l  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  a massac re .  I t  w a s n ' t  
a n y t h i n g  n e a r  a massac re .  There  w e r e  a few m i s t a k e s ,  I ' l l  
admit  t h a t .  One o f  them was t h e  baby and one boy s h o t  
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t h a t  was wounded. O t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  I t h o u g h t  it was a p r e t t y  
good o p e r a t i o n  and we c a u g h t  them t o t a l l y  by s u r p r i s e  which 
w e  u s u a l l y  d o n ' t  do .  By t h e  t i m e  w e  u s u a l l y  g e t  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  everyone  i s  gone,  e x c e p t  women and c h i l d r e n .  

Q. How many VC do you t h i n k  you k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  v i l -
l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I ' d  s a y  t h e  whole v i l l a g e  was VC 
o r  p e o p l e  t h a t  h e l p e d  VC and w e r e  s y m p a t h i z e r s .  There  w e r e  
a l o t  of  men t h e r e .  They looked  ha rd -core  and had s h o r t  
h a i r ,  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  loolc l i k e  f a r m e r s .  

Q. Of t h e  number o f  b o d i e s  t h a t  you s a w ,  how many 
w e r e  c h i l d r e n  under  10 y e a r s  o l d ?  

A. One t h a t  I am s u r e  o f ,  and o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  I 
r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  swear o f  any b e i n g  under  10 y e a r s  o l d .  

Q. Excep t  t h e  one? 

A. Excep t  t h e  one .  H e  was d e f i n i t e l y  under  10 y e a r s  
o l d .  

Q - How many women w e r e  among t h e s e  b o d i e s ?  About 
what p r o p o r t i o n  of  t h e s e  w e r e  women? 

A. There  w e r e  a number o f  women, maybe a q u a r t e r  of  
them. I r e a l l y  cou ldn '  t s a y .  

Q- Could you e v e r  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any enemy f i r e  
from t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. N o .  I d o n ' t  know who was f i r i n g  a t  who. There  
w a s  a l o t  o f  f i r i n g .  I ,  m y s e l f ,  was s o r t  of  mixed-up. I 
n e v e r  saw anybody f i r e  a t  m e .  

Q Anything f u r t h e r ?  

A. No. 

(COL MILLER e n t e r s  t h e  h e a r i n g  room. ) 

9 I t h i n k  your  p o i n t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  w e l l  t a k e n ,  b u t  
w e  have t o  d e f i n e  a massacre from combat a c t i o n .  I t h i n k  
t h e  b e s t  way w e  can  do it i n  t h i s  c a s e  i s ,  d i d  any one o r  
more i n d i v i d u a l s  l i n e  up a group of p e o p l e  and s h o o t  them 
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down. Th i s  i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from an a c c i d e n t a l  f i r i n g  
o r  a reconna i ssance  by f i r e  a s  you go i n t o  a v i l l a g e .  

A. I ag ree  w i t h  t h a t ,  and I know no th ing  about  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  I n  f a c t  it reminds m e  l i k e  HITLER marching 
through a v i l l a g e .  

COL MILLER: I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  t h e  e s sence  of what may be t h e  
c r i m i n a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Cid t h a t  happen, and 
n o t  whether t h e r e  was a l e g i t i m a t e  combat o p e r a t i o n  and some-
body misjudged.  Was t h e r e  a p r emed i t a t ed  murder of  peop le  
i n  groups?  

A. P remedi ta ted?  

Q. Cold ly  p remedi ta ted?  

A. Tha t  sounds awfu l ly  funny because  t h a t  would have 
t o  mean, t o  m e ,  t h a t  t h i s  pe rson  t h a t  was going t o  do it 
would have t o  t h i n k  about  it t h e  n i g h t  b e f a r e .  Because when 
y o u ' r e  marching through a v i l l a g e  and t h e r e  i s  a l o t  of 
people  f i r i n g  and t h e r e  i s  a l o t  of mixup, you d o n ' t  t h i n k  
r a t i o n a l l y .  You r e a l l y  don?. 

Q - I f  you move 2 0  o r  30 peop le  through a v i l l a g e  and 
march them o f f  t o  a s p e c i f i c  a r e a  and shoo t  them down, t h a t  
i s  p remed i t a t ed .  You d o n ' t  have t o  t h i n k  about  it t h e  n i g h t  
b e f o r e .  

A. You see, I never  saw t h i s .  

' C O L  WILSON: I j u s t  wanted t o  mention t h i s .  I t  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  
p e r t i n e n t .  I can unders tand  your  a t t i t u d e  because  you t h i n k  
p o s s i b l y  t h a t  somebody i s  be ing  r a i l r o a d e d  on t h i s  t h i n q ,  
b u t ,  a t  any ra te ,  do you have any f u r t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  t o  make? 

A. No. 


Q - Now, I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imo-  
ny i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  wi tnes -  
ses who may be c a l l e d  o r  have been c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n ,  e x c e p t  as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a com-
p e t e n t  j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. Th i s  
i s  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. There a r e  c e r t a i n  peop le  be ing  
c a l l e d  t o  appear  b e f o r e  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee. 
That  i s  okay. A j u d i c i a l  body i s  l i k e  a c o u r t - m a r t i a l .  Have 
you been warned by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge? You h a v e n ' t  r e c e i v e d  

(GLIMPSE) 32  APP T-75 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

any n o t i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  the c a s e  o f  t h e  
u n i t e d  S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey?  

A. No. 

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  c a u t i o n  you t h a t  i f  you do become 
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
ca se  of  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y ,  your  appearance  h e r e  i n  no 
way changes t h e  c o n t e n t  of t h a t  o r d e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming and we r e a l l y  appre-
c i a t e  your  h e l p .  You have done us  a l o t  of good h e r e .  The 
h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 5 4 5  h o u r s ,  7 J anua ry  1 9 7 0 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GRIMES, Joe  

DATE OF TESTIMOXY: 1 0  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: SP4, Squad Leader,  
3d Squad, 3d P l a toon ,  C/1/20, Task Force Barker.  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. MEDINA's b r i e f i n g  on 1 5  March 1968. 

The wi tnes s  a t t ended  Captain  MEDINA' s  b r i e f i n g  
(pg. 3 ) ,  and on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  thought  t hey  

w e r e  go ing  t o  h i t  a b a t t a l i o n  o f  VC i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  (pg. 6 ) .  
MEDINA t o l d  them t h a t  it would probably be t h e i r  f i r s t  
encounte r  w i th  t h e  enemy and t h a t  t h e  hamlet  would be a l l  
VC (pg.  4 )  . There was a mention o f  burning houses ,  and 
they  were t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  were n o t  supposed t o  be  any 
c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  hamlet  a t  t h a t  t ime (pg.  5 )  . The wi tnes s  
d i d  n o t  remember what reason was given f o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
be ing  absen t  (pg. 5 )  . MEDINA d i d  mention t h a t  it was t h e i r  
chance t o  g e t  even (pg. 5 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a 
meeting o f  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  and p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  e i t h e r  
b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  company b r i e f i n g  (pg.  5 )  . 

b .  Memorial s e r v i c e .  

The w i t n e s s  thought  t h e  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  was h e l d  
a few days p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  e n t r y  i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  by a C a t h o l i c  
chap la in  whose name he  d i d  n o t  remember (pg.  3) . ~ e b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  t h e  ceremony w a s  h e l d  f o r  Sergeant  COX and f o r  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  men (pg. 6)  . 
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c. The mood of t h e  men i n  t h e  u n i t .  - -.--.-

Ile f e l t  t h a t  t h e  morale of t h c  lncn i n  t h e  u n i t  
was r a i s e d ,  i n  t h a t  t h e y  knew t h e y  were go ing  t o  engage 
t h e  enemy. H e  b e l i e v e d  most of  them f e l t  " p r e t t y  good" 
and t h e y  had a " p r e t t y  h i g h  morale"  (pg .  5 )  . When t h e y  d i d  
n o t  e n c o u n t e r  t h e  enemy t h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  l e t  down and s t a t e d  
t h e  u n i t  was ready  f o r  i t  (pg .  1 2 ) .  H e  t h o u g h t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  
of t h e  men i n  t h e  company towards  t h e  Vietnamese p e o p l e  
was one of  d i s l i l c e .  H e  ag reed  t h a t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  was 
t h a t  " t h e  l i f e  of  a Vietnamese was n o t  wor th  a s  much a s  t h e  
l i f e  of  an American" (pg .  19)  . 
2. ASSAULT ON MY LA1 . 

a .  The l a n d i n g  a r e a .  

The h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s  was i n  l a n d e d  
approx imate ly  200 meters from t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
i n d i c a t e d  on E x h i b i t  P-154 a s  p o i n t  #1 ( p g s .  23 ,  2 4 ) .  
H e  e x i t e d  th rough  t h e  r i g h t  door  and t h e  v i l l a g e  was on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  which f a c e d  s o u t h  (pg .  2 4 ) .  They 
se t  up a p e r i m e t e r  which l a s t e d  f o r  a b o u t  f o u r  minu tes  
and t h e n  r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e i r  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  
t o  go g e t  a weapon from a  man who was r e p o r t e d  by a 
h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  2 5 ) .  The squad went t o  t h e  s p o t  on l i n e ,  
c o u l d  n o t  f i n d  t h e  man, s t a r t e d  t o  r e t u r n  towards  t h e  
hamle t  and went  back t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
dropped a smoke g renade .  They found a man t h e r e  w i t h  a 
r i f l e .  The man was dead on t h e i r  a r r i v a l .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  what k i n d  of a h e l i c o p t e r  dropped t h e  g renade  
(pgs .  7 ,  8 ,  25, 2 6 ) .  

b .  Movement th rouah  t h e  v i l l a q e .  

The squad n e x t  moved from t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  s o u t h w e s t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  where p e o p l e  had been r e p o r t e d  
f l e e i n g  (pgs .  8 ,  21) . H e  r e c a l l e d  b e i n g  accompanied f o r  a 
s h o r t  w h i l e  by a pho tographer  (pgs. 8 ,  3 3 )  . H e  saw one 
house  b u r n i n g  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  t h e y  moved 
around t o  t h e  s o u t h  (pg.  8 ) .  They swung th rough  a r i c e  
paddy t o  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e ,  n o t  go ing  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  highway. 
They proceeded t o  go th rough  t h e  r i c e  p a d d i e s  i n  an  e a s t e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n  and came upon a s m a l l  hamle t  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  of  
My L a i  ( 4 )  (pg .  9 ) .  There  w e r e  peop le  i n  t h e  h a m l e t ,  
mos t ly  women and o l d  men w i t h  a few c h i l d r e n  ( p g s .  9 ,  11). 
H e  saw t h e  b o d i e s  of  women and c h i l d r e n  and some b a b i e s  on 
a t r a i l  30 meters s o u t h  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  see any 
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, 	 o t h e r  bod ie s  p g  11.  H i s  squad encountered no r e s i s t a n c e  
a s  t hey  moved and heard  no f i r i n g  o t h e r  t han  some s h o t s  
i n  t h e  mr thwes t  end of  t h e  v i l l a g e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  they  
landed (pgs .  11, 1 2 ) .  The squad took no p r i s o n e r s  and d i d  
n o t  round up any c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  1 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  he p o s s i b l y  
heard  men t a l k i n g  about  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  and 
bu rn ing ,  b u t  he  never  r ece ived  one d i r e c t l y  (pg. 1 2 )  . 

c .  H i s  knowledge o f  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

H e  f i r s t  became aware o f  a  number o f  c i v i l i a n s  

be ing  k i l l e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  from d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  

men who mentioned t h a t  they  burned t h e  houses and k i l l e d  

t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and some people  (pg. 13)  . He d i d  n o t  see a 

d i t c h  wi th  a number o f  dead people  i n  it and t h e  on ly  bodies  

he saw w e r e  t h e  ones on t h e  t r a i l  sou th  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  

(pg. 1 4 ) .  Although he d i d  n o t  e n t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  he  f e l t  

t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  many people t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  because 

he d i d  n o t  s e e  very many (pg.  1 4 )  . 


d. L a t e r  movement of  the u n i t .  

The wi tnes s  remembered l a a g e r i n g  i n  a graveyard 
wi th  B Company f o r  t h e  n i g h t  (pg.  1 4 )  . H e  r e c a l l e d  cap tu r ing  
a few men and a nurse  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  Song T r a  Khuc 
River on 17 March (pg. 16)  . A s  they  moved on 17 March, 
he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  pa s s ing  through any hamlets  b u t  d i d  s e e  a 
few h u t s  (pg.  16)  . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  u n i t  burning any 
hamlets  as they  moved towards t h e  wa te r  on 17  March. He 
agreed  t h a t  on 18 March t h e  u n i t  w a s  l i f t e d  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r  
and taken  back t o  LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 17)  . 

e .  H i s  knowledge of  p r i s o n e r s .  

The wi tnes s  saw members o f  t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  

ques t ion ing  VC s u s p e c t s  du r ing  t h e  a f t e rnoon  o f  16 March 

(pgs.  14 ,  1 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  how many p r i s o n e r s  t h e r e  

w e r e  b u t  d i d  see one VC s u s p e c t  s h o t .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  
Captain  MEDINA was t h e r e ,  b u t  he could  n o t  recal l  t h e  names 
o f  o t h e r  American o f f i c e r s .  H e  d i d  n o t  know Captain  MICHLES 
o r  Captain  KOTOUC (pg.  1 5 ) .  H e  d i d  see t h e  f i n g e r  o f  one 
s u s p e c t  b e i n g  c u t  o f f  b u t  d i d  n o t  remember who d i d  it (pg.  1 5 ) .  
He thought  it w a s  an American o f f i c e r  whose grade  he d i d  n o t  
know. He d i d  n o t  know what k ind  o f  k n i k  w a s  used (pg.  16)  . 
The hand w a s  p laced  on a s o l i d  o b j e c t  and t h e  f i n g e r  w a s  c u t  
o f f  a t  t h e  f i r s t  j o i n t  (pg.  2 0 ) .  
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3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

During t h e  morning of  1 6  March t h e  wi tness  d i d  n o t  
see any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  from t h e  t a sk  fo rce ,  t h e  br igade ,  
o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  (pg. 13) . He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  a f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  u n i t  upon i t s  
r e t u r n  t o  LZ Dot t i e  on 18 March. He d i d  remember who 
Colonel HENDERSON w a s ,  b u t  did no t  remember i f  HENDERSON 
met with t h e  r e tu rn ing  u n i t  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  agreed t h a t  
MEDINA t o l d  t h e  u n i t  t h a t  they should no t  d i scuss  t h e  
inc iden t  except  with an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  (pg. 18)  . 
Possibly Sergeant LOPEZ t o l d  him t h a t  t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  MY Lai  ( 4 )  , b u t  he d i d  n o t  remember 
(pg. 1 8 ) .  He was n o t  contacted by an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  
(pg. 1 8 ) ,  and f e l t  t h a t  t h e  men would have t o l d  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  what had happened (pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  d id  
n o t  know why t h e  i n c i d e n t  was no t  r epor ted ,  nor d i d  he hear  
about it being covered-up (pg. 19) . '9 

a 
4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 4 

a .  The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  he had go t t en  t o  know 
MEDINA very w9l . l  and thought t h a t  MEDINA was "a p r e t t y  pl 

good o f f i c e r - MEDINA t r i e d  t o  he lp  them and t o  keep them CV 

s t r a i g h t  (pg. 13)  . 
b.  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  be l i eve  t h e r e  was a marijuana 

problem i n  t h e  u n i t ,  and d i d  n o t  th ink  t h e r e  w a s  a s e r i o u s  
use of it , ar people going i n t o  combat under i t s  in f luence  
(pg. 2 0 )  
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EXHIBITS 

DESCRIPTION 	 NOTES-

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene hown t o  w i t n e s s .  
i t  t h i n k s  it may 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene e a house on t h e  
edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  

W i t  f e l t  it w a s  
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene t a k e n  on a t r a i l  

n e a r  t h e  medevac 
---l o c a t i o n .  

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene LOPEZ a s  s i x t h  man 

f r o m  t h e  r i g h t .  

Witness  i d e n t i f i e d  
Misce l l aneous  Scene h i m s e l f .-

~i-td i d  n o t r e c a l l  
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene s e e i n g  t h e  b o d i e s .  

m t i d e n t i f i e d  him- 
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 	 s e l f  and l o c a t e d  

t h e  house  a t  p o i n t s  
on P-154. 

.w i t  i d e n t i t l e d  
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene DELPOME, and-

l o c a t e d  it n e a r  
p o i n t  # 3  on P-154. 
wit l o c a t e d  it 

Misce l l aneous  Scene a t  p o i n t  #2 on P-154 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  him- 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene s e l f  on t h e  r i g h t ,  
S M A I L  as t h e  t h i r d  
from r i g h t ;  R.D. 
SMITH a s  f o u r t h  

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 


P-7 

P-9 

P-14 

P-17 

P-25 

P-41 

P-60 

-
.P-69 

P-70 

P-126 

PAGES 

29 

29 

34 

32 

33 

34 

34 

37 

38 

-
from r i g h t .  39 


.-

'
A e r i a l  p h o t o  o f  t h e  	 Used t o  o r i e n t  
t h e  w i t n e s s .  1 
W i t  marke 
as p o i n t  L v 3 , 2 4-
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E X H I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 
P-154 A e r i a l p h o t o  o t  e 
( c o n t ) M y  L a i  ( 4 )  area.  

26 

2 7  
p- - .--

W i t  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  

2 8  
W i t  m a r k e d  t h e  

----- l oca t ion  of h i s  -
radio c a l l  t o  h i s  

la toon  leader as-- - --- 4 -

I-
p o i n t  -#5 .  


.- -- ----

m a r k e d  

of E x h i b i t  P-9 
a l so  w h e r e  t h et-


1 m e d e v a c  s h i p
. . -----.-- ------. -- . ---.- .-. --

M A P - ~ ~ M ~ ~11 . - .[ w i t n e s s .- .- -- .-6 7 3 9  - --- .-
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0820 hour s ,  10 
January 19 70. ) 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  
COL WILSON, and MAJ COOP. 

are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 

The nex t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  J oe  GRIMES. 

sworn, 
(MR GRIMES was c a l l e d  

and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  
a s  a  w i tnes s ,  w a s  

RCDR: W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and 
address?  

A. My name i s  J o e  GRIMES. I l i v e  a t  1017 B a l l  
S t r e e t  i n  Pasadena, Texas,  and I ' m  a l a b o r e r .  

MR WEST: M r .  GRIMES, be fo re  w e  s t a r t  i n  wi th  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
I want t o  adv i se  you concerning t h e  purpose and n a t u r e  of 
t h i s  i n q u i r y .  This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by 
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and 
making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning two 
t h i n g s : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of t h e  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
i n t o  what now has  become known a s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  
16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  wi thholding of i n -
format ion by any person who had a duty  t o  r e p o r t  and f u r n i s h  
in format ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words, whether 
t h e r e  w a s  any coverup. 

W e  are n o t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and cir-
cumstances of what happened a t  My Lai .  For example, w e  a r e  
n o t  concerned wi th  p o s s i b l e  c r i m i n a l  c u l p a b i l i t y  of any per-  
son f o r  something t h a t  t hey  d i d  t h e r e  t h a t  might have been 
an o f f ense .  

We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have re-
viewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether you 
have made a s t a t emen t  t o  anybody e l s e  o r  n o t .  
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Your t es t imony  w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  A ve r -
ba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p r epa red .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  be ing  
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  ve rba t im  n o t e s  be ing  t a k e n  by t h e  
c o u r t  r e p o r t e r .  

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of o u r  r e p o r t  w i l l  
be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t e s t imony  o r  p a r t s  
of  it may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. T h i s  
i s  something t h a t  w e  have no c o n t r o l  over .  

W e  ask  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony  b e f o r e  
t h i s  p a n e l  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s ,  excep t  as 
you may be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do o r  asked t o  do b e f o r e  a competent 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. For example, 
t h e r e  i s  a subcommittee of  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee 
i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  They have c a l l e d  some 
w i t n e s s e s .  W e  have asked you n o t  t o  t a l k  about  what goes  on 
h e r e  b u t  t h i s ,  o f  cou r se ,  d o e s n ' t  app ly  t o  t h e  House sub-
committee. I t h i n k  you a r e  p robab ly  aware, a l s o ,  from t h e  
news, t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  pending a g a i n s t  
L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY. The m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h a t  case h a s  
i s s u e d  an o r d e r  d i r e c t i n g  c e r t a i n  w i t n e s s e s  o r  p o t e n t i a l  
w i t n e s s e s  t o  r e f r a i n  from any p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  
ca se .  Have you r e c e i v e d  an o r d e r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge? 

A. No, sir .  I h a v e n ' t .  

Q I d i d  want t o  a d v i s e  you, i n  ca se  you had,  t h a t  
your  appearance  h e r e  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  would n o t  change 
the  a p p l i c i b i l i t y  of t h a t  o r d e r .  You might keep t h a t  i n  
mind i n  c a s e  you do subsequen t ly  r e c e i v e  an o r d e r .  Any 
q u e s t i o n s  about  t h i s  p a r t  of i t ?  

A. No. 

Q.  For  t h e  r e c o r d ,  M r  GRIMES, w e r e  you a member of 
t h e  Uni ted  States Army on 16 March 1969? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. When w e r e  you d i s cha rged?  

A .  A p r i l  7, 1969. 
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Q - On 16 March 1968, what was your g rade  and ass ign-
ment and your o u t f i t ?  

A. I w a s  w i th  C/1/20. I w a s  a s p e c i a l i s t  f ou r .  I 
was a squad l e a d e r  i n  t h e  3d P la toon ,  t h i r d  squad. 

Q- A t  t h a t  t ime C/1 /20  was p a r t  of Task Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And when d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of t h e  planned combat 
a s s a u l t  a g a i n s t  t h i s  l i t t l e  hamlet  of My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  I t h i n k  it w a s  a day o r  a couple  of 
days be fo re  we went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  W e  r ece ived  an o r d e r  
t o  go i n .  W e  had been p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  i t ,  b u t  we never  had 
gone i n  as f a r  a s  I can remember. 

Q Was t h i s  a t  a company b r i e f i n g  h e l d  by Captain
MEDINA? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Do you remember a memorial s e r v i c e  about t h e  
t i m e  of  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  he ld  f o r  two o r  t h r e e  men who had 
been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  company? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Do you remember when t h i s  w a s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Not r e a l l y ,  sir. I t h i n k  it w a s  a couple  of days 
be fo re  w e  went i n t o  My La i  ( 4 )  . 
Q. D o  you remember t h e  chap la in  who conducted t h e  
s e r v i c e ?  W e  know it was a major. A couple  of people  s ay  
he w a s  a C a t h o l i c  chapla in .  

A. I t h i n k  he w a s  C a t h o l i c ,  sir. I d o n ' t  remember 
h i s  name. 

Q Going back t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  by Capta in  MEDINA, what 
d i d  he t e l l  t h e  company du r ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  t h a t  you recall? 

(GRIMES) 3 APP T-125 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. AS f a r  a s  I can remember, s i r ,  he  s a i d  w e  had 
g o t t e n  t h i s  o r d e r  t o  g o  i n t o  My Lai ( 4 1 ,  and t o  e x p e c t  t o  
engage a b a t t a l i o n  of VC who were r e p o r t e d l y  t o  be  t h e r e  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q - Did he i n d i c a t e  how long  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t o  
l a s t ?  

A. Not a s  f a r  a s  I can remember, s i r .  

Q • Did he  t a l k  a b o u t  what k i n d  of  a m i s s i o n  it was? 
I b e l i e v e ,  up t o  t h i s  t i m e ,  you had done m o s t l y  s e a r c h  and 
c l e a r  and p a t r o l  o p e r a t i o n s  o r  t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What d i d  he s a y  abou t  t h i s  one? 

A. W e l l ,  he  s a i d  t h i s  was go ing  t o  be  p r o b a b l y  o u r  
f i r s t  engagement w i t h  t h e  enemy, s i n c e  w e  h a d n ' t  had  any. 
W e  had had a coup le  of  s n i p e r s ,  and mos t ly  what w e  r a n  
a c r o s s  w e r e  m i n e f i e l d s ,  boody t r a p s ,  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  
T h i s  would p r o b a b l y  be o u r  f i r s t  t i m e  t o  engage t h e  enemy, 
and t o  be  p r e p a r e d .  

Q - Up t o  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  company had s u f f e r e d  q u i t e  
a few c a s u a l t i e s  a t  t h e  hand o f  C h a r l i e ,  b u t  n e v e r  came 
t o  g r i p s  w i t h  him. Is t h a t  t h e  way i t  was? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - What d i d  he  t e l l  you a b o u t  t h e  hamle t  and what 
t o  do i n  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  he  s a i d  t h a t  we were supposed t o  engage t h e  
enemy a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and t h a t  it was s t r i c t l y  a VC hamlet .  As 
f a r  a s  t h e y  knew, it was supposed t o  be a l l  VC, and w e  w e r e  
supposed t o  d e s t r o y  it. 

Q. Anything s a i d  abou t  l i v e s t o c k  o r  o t h e r  food ,  or  
whether  t o  burn  t h e  houses?  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  mention of  b u r n i n g  houses .  
W e l l ,  t h e  food w e  u s u a l l y  found,  l i k e  r ice,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
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they  sometimes c a l l e d  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t o  t a k e  it o u t  i f  t h e r e  
w a s  a l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  of rice, and i f  it w a s  su spec t ed  t o  be a 
VC hamlet .  

Q - Did he t a l k  t o  you about t h e  c i v i l i a n  r e s i d e n t s  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  D i d  he say anything about  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir. They s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  supposed 
t o  be any c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  hamlet  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

9- W a s  t h e r e  any exp lana t ion  why? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, sir. 

Q Do you remember hea r ing  anyth ing  said about  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  most of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would be away a t  mar-
k e t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  went i n ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e ,  s ir .  

3 What w a s  t h e  mood of t h e  men of  t h e  company a f t e r  
t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  How d i d  they  f e e l  about t h e  n e x t  d a y ' s  ope,r-,  
a t i o n ?  

A .  Well, s i r ,  I t h i n k  most of them, t hey  f e l t  
p r e t t y  good. We had been t h e r e  q u i t e  a wh i l e ,  and we l o s t  
s e v e r a l  men. We were never  a b l e  t o  g e t  back a t  them, and 
I t h i n k  it r a i s e d  t h e i r  morale up a l i t t l e  b i t ,  as f a r  a s  
knowing t h a t  w e  were going t o  be engaged by t h e  enemy. I ' d  
say w e  had p r e t t y  high morale.  

Q - Did Capta in  MEDINA t a l k  about ,  you may have men-
t i o n e d  t h i s  a l r e a d y ,  t h a t  you had a chance t o  g e t  even wi th  
Cha r l i e?  This  s o r t  of t h i n g .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Do you know i f  t h e r e  was a meeting of p l a toon
l e a d e r s  and p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  around t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  company 
b r i e f i n g ,  e i t h e r  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, s i r .  
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cOL WILSON: You say you had t h e  t h i r d  squad of t h e  3d platoon? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q How long had you had t h a t  squad? 

A. I had it f o r  about 3 o r  4 months. 

Q. Which squad d i d  Sergeant COX have? 

A. I t  w a s  -- I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t  was e i t h e r  t h e  
f i r s t  o r  the  second. I d o n ' t  remember which one it was. 

Q - Do you remember when Sergeant COX g o t  k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who t h a t  ceremony was f o r ,  r i g h t  be-
fo re  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Well, I th ink  it was f o r  Sergeant COX and s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  men. 

Q. A s  I remember, d i d  you say t h i s  was a couple of 
days before t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  or d i d  you say it w a s  on t h e  day 
of t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I wasn ' t  t oo  s u r e  on t h a t .  I th ink  it w a s  a 
couple of days before t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q. What d i d  you th ink  formed t h e  b a s i s  of Captain 
MEDINA's  b r i e f i n g ?  What d id  you th ink  you were going t o  h i t  
i n  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. A b a t t a l i o n  of VC. 

Q - One b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. D o  you know what t h e  normal s t r e n g t h  of a VC 
b a t t a l i o n  i s ?  

A. 400, 500 men. 
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MR WEST: M r .  G R I M E S ,  l e t ' s  go now t o  t h e  n e x t  day,  t h e  1 6 t h ,  
t h e  a c t u a l  combat a s s a u l t  on My L a i  ( 4 ) .  I a l s o  show you an 
e n l a r g e d  a e r i a l  photograph of My La i  ( 4 )  and t h e  immediate v i -
c i n i t y ,  E x h i b i t  P-1, and a long  w i th  it a 1:25,000 s c a l e  map, 
which has  been admi t t ed  i n t o  ev idence  a s  E x h i b i t  MAP-4. 

(MR. WEST o r i e n t s  w i t n e s s  on E x h i b i t s  P-1 and MAP-4.) 

Does t h i s  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you now a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Could you t e l l  u s ,  now, a f t e r  you w e r e  l i f t e d  i n ,  
what your  squad d i d  and what t h e  3d P l a t o o n  d i d  t h a t  morning? 

A. W e l l ,  my squad,  when w e  f i r s t  landed--when w e  f i r s t  
l anded ,  w e  h e a r d  some s h o t s .  The f i r s t  group t h a t  went  i n ,  I 
d o n ' t  know whether  it was t h e  1st o r  2d P l a t o o n ,  t h e y  s a i d  it 
w a s  a c o l d  LZ. And t h e n ,  a f t e r  a w h i l e ,  t h e y  hea rd  some s h o t s .  
And t h e y  c a l l e d  back and s a i d  it was a h o t  LZ,  so w e  l anded  
r i g h t  i n  h e r e .  I had my squad o v e r  down i n  h e r e ,  where w e  
l anded ,  and t h e r e  was a h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  had my squad.  L ieu ten-
a n t  LACROSS was w i t h  m e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q- Your p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  L i e u t e n a n t  
LACROSS, f o r  t h e  3d P l a toon?  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q- Do you remember now? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  So t h e r e  was a h e l i c o p t e r  down on t h i s  
s i d e .  I d o n ' t  know whether  it was w e s t  of  where w e  l anded ,  
b u t  a h e l i c o p t e r  went by and s a i d  t h e y  had s een  a VC c r awl ing  
i n t o  a hedge,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  So I p u t  my squad on 
l i n e  and w e  walked o v e r  t o  t h i s  p l a c e .  W e  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  
any th ing ,  s o  t h e n  w e  s t a r t e d  go ing  back towards  t h e  hamle t  
he re .  And t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  aga in  went by and s a i d  he was go ing  
t o  d rop  smoke on t h e  p l a c e  where t h i s  man was. So he  d i d .  
H e  c i r c l e d  back around and dropped a smoke g r enade ,  and t h e n  
w e  proceeded t o  go  t h e r e .  W e  d i d  f i n d  a man t h e r e  w i t h  a 
r i f l e ,  and he  w a s  dead on o u r  a r r i v a l  t h e r e .  

Q. Was, t h i s  a bubb l e top  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

(GRIMES) APP T-125 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  What happened nex t?  

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  t h a t ,  a l l  t h e  t ime t h a t  w e  w e r e  t h e r e  
I had my squad on t h e  west  s i d e  and sou th  s i d e  of t h e  hamlet .  
They had c a l l e d  u s ,  and s a i d  t hey  had seen  p e o p l e - o n  t h e  sou th  
side running away from t h e  v i l l a g e .  So I took my squad t o  go 
sea rch  and s e e  what it was. Sometimes we d i d n ' t  f i n d  anybody. 

Q =  L e t  me ask you something. Do you remember a photo-
grapher  and a r e p o r t e r  from t h e  P I 0  detachment of b r igade  wi th  
you t h a t  morning? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  f o r  a l i t t l e  wh i l e  he was wi th  
my squad, because whi le  w e  w e r e  on l i n e ,  going t o  t h i s  des ig-
na t ed  p l a c e  where t h e  smoke grenade was thrown, t hey  w e r e  w i th  
us a t  t h a t  t i m e .  They took a p i c t u r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  wh i l e  w e  
were going.  

Q Colonel  WILSON w i l l  show you some photographs later  
on, and maybe you can p i c k  t h a t  one o u t .  The photographer ' s  
name w a s  HAEBERLE, and t h e  r e p o r t e r ' s  name was ROBERTS. I 
d o n ' t  know whether you knew them a t  t h e  t i m e .  

No, sir.  I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Could you d e s c r i b e  what you d i d  and what happened
when you swung sou th  down below t h e  v i l l a g e ?  I unders tand 
t h a t  you moved a l l  t h e  way down a s  f a r  a s  t h e  highway down 
t h e r e .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

I t ' s  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  i t ,  sir .  Yes, sir.  

Q. Would you j u s t  t a k e  us a long  s t e p  by s t e p  a s  you 
remember? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  A f t e r  we were down h e r e ,  on the '  w e s t  
s i d e  I b e l i e v e ,  w e  d i d  go i n  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
f o r  j u s t  a few minutes.  We d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  s e e  anything.  I 

' b e l i e v e  w e  d i d  see one house t h a t  w a s  burn ing ,  and I t h i n k  
they  had some people  ga the red  around t h e r e  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  
t h a t  house on t h e  west  s i d e  of  t h e  hamlet .  Then, w e  con-
t i n u e d  t o  come around t o  t h e  sou t~h .  
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Q. You swung around through t h e  r i c e  paddy and down 
around t o  t h e  southern p a r t ?  

A. Yes, sir. Down t o  t h i s  t r a i l  along here ,  and 
t h e r e  were some more on t h e  south s ide-- there w a s  some more 
huts  around i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  south of t h e  v i l l a g e ) .  
Tha t ' s  a l l  t h a t  my  squad d id :  look f o r  people who were corn-
ing out .  

Q- You d i d n ' t  go down t o  t h e  highway, then? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  we went t h a t  f a r ,  sir.. 

Q* I t h i n k ,  perhaps,  t h a t  it might have been another  
squad with which HAEBERLE and ROBERTS went, and they a c t u a l l y  
went down a s  f a r  a s  t h e  highway. 

A. Yes, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember a c t u a l l y  see ing  t h e  
r e s t  of my platoon a t  t h a t  t ime, u n t i l  we s t a r t e d  going down 
t o  t h e  e a s t .  

Q- Well, a f t e r  you scouted o u t  around t o  t h e  south ,  
d id  you come back and go through w i t h  t h e  rest of t h e  pla-  
toon? 

A. No, sir. W e  kept  on over  here  t o  t h e  south s i d e ,  
going east. 

Q. Through t h e  r i c e  paddies t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. Yes, sir,  towards t h e  e a s t .  There was another  smal l  
v i l l a g e  here.  

Q. I n d i c a t i n g  a small  hamlet, a l i t t l e  e a s t ,  a l i t t l e  
south of My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A. Yes, sir.  We went i n  t h e r e .  We were going by and 
we s a w  a l o t  of people t h e r e ,  s o  w e  went over  the re .  There 
were j u s t  mostly women and o l d  men who were t h e r e .  

Q. What happened the re?  

A. W e  c a l l e d  and t o l d  them t h e r e  w e r e  j u s t  o l d  people,  
men and women and chi ldren .  There w e r e  a few k i d s  the re .  
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Q - W a s  your squad working s e p a r a t e l y  a t  t h i s  t i m e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  My squad w a s  over  h e r e ,  and t h e  o t h e r  
two squads w e r e  down here .  So they  t o l d  us  j u s t  t o  come on 
back,  and j u s t  l e ave  them a l o n e ,  t h a t  we were going t o  head 
o u t  down t h i s  way t o  t h e  east. 

Q. Did you e v e r  go through t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My Lai 
( 4 )  i t s e l f ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. How about  t h e  o t h e r  two squads? 

A, I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q - I unders tand t h a t  t hey  d i d ,  t h a t  t hey  had a miss ion  
t o  burn t h e  houses .  T h a t ' s  what w e  have been t o l d .  Do you 
r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. S o r t  of a mop-up miss ion.  The mortar p l a toon  mem-
b e r s  who w e r e  wi th  C h a r l i e  Company t h a t  day,  n e a r l y  e i g h t  t o  
t e n  of them, t hey  went a long  w i t h  t h e  3d P la toon .  

A, W e l l ,  it must have been w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  and second 
squads ,  then .  

Q. Were you s e p a r a t e d  from L ieu tenan t  LACROSS most of 
t h e  morning? 

Y e s .  


What communication d i d  you have? A p l a toon  n e t ?  


A.  Y e s ,  sir. I had a l i t t l e  PRC-9. 

Q. That sounds r i g h t .  Was t h i s  t h e  k ind  t h a t  w a s  i n  
your helmet? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r -

Q. A l l  t h e s e  women and c h i l d r e n  who w e r e  o v e r  t h e r e  i n  
t h i s  l i t t l e  subhamlet  s o u t h e a s t  of My L a i  ( 4 )  , d i d  you j u s t  
l e a v e  them t h e r e ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They s t ayed  t h e r e .  

Q - Did you see  any of them k i l l e d ,  o r  anybody else 
k i l l e d  t h e r e  t h a t  morning? 

A - Not t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q - Where d i d  you see them? 

A. Down here .  I t h i n k  it was on t h e  south  s i d e  here.,  
on t h i s  t r a i l  he re .  

Q - W e  have had,  j u s t  about  where you have your p e n c i l
t h e r e ,  w e  have had s e v e r a l  b i t s  of evidence t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
group of people on t h e  t r a i l ,  maybe 30 meters o u t ,  south  of 
the  v i l l a g e .  

A. Y e s .  

Q They mentioned women, c h i l d r e n ,  and some bab ies .  

A. Y e s .  

Q What d i d  you see. 

A.  I saw some women and bab ies  t h e r e .  

Q. This  was a s  you moved along t h e  south  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  w e s t  t o  e a s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Do you remember about what t ime t h i s  was? 

A. No, sir. I c o u l d n ' t  say e x a c t l y  what t i m e  it 
was. 

Q - Did you see any o t h e r  dead people around? 

A. No, sir. Those a r e  t h e  only  ones whom I saw a t  
t h i s  p l ace .  

Q. A t  any t i m e  dur ing  t h e  morning, w e r e  you taken un-
der  f i r e ?  Did your squad m e e t  any r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q- How d i d  t h e  men f e e l  about  t h i s ?  Were they  s u r -
p r i s e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  I would imagine s o ,  s i r .  

Q- How d i d  you f e e l  a f t e r  a l l  t h e  bu i ldup?  

A. I t  k ind  of l e t  me down f o r  a whi le .  W e  thought  
t h a t  w e  w e r e  r e a l l y  going t o  g e t  engaged by t h e  enemy, and I 
t h i n k  t h a t  w e  were ready f o r  it. 

Q. Could you hea r  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  hamlet? P a r t i c u l a r l y
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. The f i r s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  morning. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- What was it l i k e ?  

A. There  w a s n ' t  t o o  much f i r i n g .  I d i d  hea r  some s h o t s  
down i n  t h i s  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  down i n  he re .  

Q. The nor thwes t  end? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

T h a t ' s  b e f o r e  you s k i r t e d  around?Q 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Did your p l a toon  t a k e  any p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  morning? 

A. My squad d i d n ' t ,  sir .  

Q- How about  c i v i l i a n s ?  Did you round up any c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q Did you h e a r  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  and t h e  
burning sometime du r ing  t h e  morning? 

A. I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e ,  sir.  I t h i n k  I d i d .  I heard  
something about  i t ,  o r  I heard  some of  t h e  men t a l k i n g  about  
it. Nobody e v e r  c a l l e d  m e  o r  any th ing ,  b u t  I ' d  s een  somelmen 
who w e r e  on t h e  south--by t h i s  t r a i l  he re .  I s a w  some men 
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t h e r e ,  and t hey  had s a i d  t h a t  somebody had c a l l e d  and s a i d  
t h a t  w e  were go ing  t o  move o u t .  

Q- T h i s  was j u s t - - l a t e  i n  t h e  morning, w a s  i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. During t h e  morning, d i d  you see any v i s i t i n g
o f f i c e r s  from Task Force Barker ,  b r i g a d e ,  o r  d i v i s i o n ? ,  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you g e t  t o  know Capta in  MEDINA ve ry  w e l l ?  

A. F a i r l y  w e l l ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. What k ind  of an o f f i c e r  was he? 

A. W e l l ,  t o  m e ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  he w a s  a p r e t t y  
good o f f i c e r ,  sir. H e  t r i e d  t o  keep a l l  o f  h i s  men s t r a i g h t  
and e v e r y t h i n g .  H e  t r i e d  t o  h e l p  them i f  he cou ld  i n  any 
way t h a t  he cou ld .  

Q- Were you aware, a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t  a l o t  - of  V i e t -
namese c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  b e i n g  k i l l e d  a t  My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  about  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  we  g o t  o u t  of h e r e  and headed t h i s  
way t o  t h e  e a s t - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How d i d  you h e a r  i t ?  From o t h e r  
men t a l k i n g ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Do you remember what  you heard?  

A. No, n o t  e x a c t l y ,  sir .  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  it i n  t h e  
e x a c t  words,  b u t  t h e y  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  burned a l l  t h e  houses 
and k i l l e d  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e r e ,  and some people .  
But I wou ldn ' t  know, s i r ,  because  I w a s n ' t  i n  t h e r e .  
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Q- When you were over  around t h i s  hamlet  t h a t  w a s  t o  
t h e  s o u t h e a s t  of My La i  ( 4 ) ,  d i d  you s e e  a d i t c h  wi th  a l o t  
of people  i n  i t ?  A l o t  of dead women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. No, sir.  The only people  whom I s a w  w e r e  on t h i s  
t r a i l  t o  t h e  sou th .  

Q - Going back,  now, t o  t h e  m a t t e r  of t h e  number of 
Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  morn- 
i n g ,  one t h i n g  t h a t  we have been t r y i n g  t o  de te rmine  is  why 
t h i s  happened. I t  i s  p r e t t y  unusual .  Some people  have 
thought  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of t h e  company w e r e  o u t  of  con-
t r o l  t h a t  morning. Do you have any thoughts  on t h i s  sub- 
j e c t ?  Did you hea r  such a t h i n g ?  Did you have t h a t  i m -
p re s s ion?  

A. No, sir.  W e l l ,  f i r s t ,  i f  I may say  so .  W e l l ,  
u s u a l l y  whenever w e  went i n t o  a v i l l a g e ,  I d o n ' t  know, I 
guess  t h i s  w a s  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  ones i n  which w e  had been. 
A s  f a r  a s  t hey  w e r e  say ing  t h a t  t h e r e  were hundreds of  people  
t h e r e ,  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  t h a t  many people  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. I t a k e  it you d i d n ' t  s e e  very many, t hen?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Do you remember what t h e  company d i d  t h e  rest of 
t h e  day a f t e r  t hey  l e f t  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  d i d  go a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  China Sea. Was 
it t h a t  day o r  t h e  nex t?  

Q. I ' l l  j u s t  o u t l i n e  it q u i c k l y .  You w e r e  o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  3 days.  On t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 6 t h ,  you moved 
e a s t ,  a l i t t l e  n o r t h ,  and met up wi th  Bravo Company, and 
l a a g e r e d  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  i n  a graveyard.  

A .  Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q.  That  a f t e r n o o n ,  perhaps  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n ,  d i d  you 
remember s e e i n g  any members of t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e ,  Vietnamese 
Nat iona l  P o l i c e ?  There w e r e  some t h e r e ,  and t h e y  w e r e  ques-
t i o n i n g  some VC s u s p e c t s .  Did you s e e  t h a t ?  
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Y c s ,  I b c l i c v c  I did, sir. 

Do you remember how many t h e r e  were? 

No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q* Did you see them shoot any VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A. One. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  names of  t h e  American o f f i c e r s  
who w e r e  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q- Any of  them a t  a l l ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Capta in  MEDINA was supposed t o  have been t h e r e ?  

Y e s ,  s i r ,  he was t h e r e .  

Q. Did you know Capta in  MICHLES of  Bravo Company? 

A. NO,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q - Did you know KOTOUC, t h e  S2 of  Task Force  Barker? 

A. I t h i n k  I hea rd  h i s  name mentioned,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  
know him. 

Q Did you see o r  d i d  you h e a r  about  t h e  f i n g e r s  o f  
one of t h e s e  s u s p e c t s  be ing  c u t  o f f  d u r i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you see t h i s  y o u r s e l f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you see who d i d  it? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember who it w a s ,  sir .  
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Q - W a s  it an American o f f i c e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  so.  


Q- You d o n ' t  remember h i s  grade? 


A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  I saw it from a d i s t a n c e .  


Q- Do you remember what k ind  of k n i f e  it was? 


A. No, s i r .  

Q - Did t h i s  cause some t a l k  around t h e  company i n  
your squad? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q.  Do you remember what was s a i d ?  What t h e  r e a c t i o n  
was t o  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  n o t  e x a c t l y ,  sir. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  were 
t o o  p l eased  about  i t ,  r e a l l y .  

Q- Did it s t r i k e  you a s  unusual  f o r  an American 
o f f i c e r  t o  do such a t h i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. The n e x t  day t h e  company moved. The 1st P la toon ,  
a c t u a l l y ,  had a miss ion  up on H i l l  85. The company g e n e r a l l y  
moved on down, and t h i s  i s  maybe what you thought  w a s  t h e  s e a ,  
t h e  Song Tra  Khuc River ,  and cap tured  a couple  of  men and a 
nurse .  You may r e c a l l  t h a t  i n s t a n c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Then you moved back up h e r e ,  and s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  
i n  a rice paddy. Do you recal l  going through any hamlets  
t h a t  day, t h e  second day? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  were a few h u t s  t h e r e .  I wouldn ' t  
say they  were very b i g ,  t h e  ones  t h a t  I s a w .  

Q - Was t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i o n  t h a t  took p l a c e  
t h a t  day of any importance? Did you run i n t o  any VC? Did 
you have any f i g h t s  w i th  anybody? 
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A.  They g o t  t h e s e  two men--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Apart  from t h e  two men and nurse .  
What d i d  t h e  company do wi th  t h e  l i t t l e  hamlets  t hey  moved 
through? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t ,  sir. 

Q- W e  have had evidence t h a t  t h e  company burned about 
t h r e e  hamlets  as they  moved through on t h e i r  way down t o  t h e  
water .  Do you remember ' t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q - On t h e  t h i r d  day,  t h e  18tl1, t h e  company was l i f t e d  
o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r  and taken  back t o  LZ D o t t i e .  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q- When your group landed ,  do you remember anyth ing
t a k i n g  p l a c e  t h e r e ?  For  example, d i d  a f i e l d  grade  o f f i c e r  
m e e t  you, t a l k  t o  t h e  group? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  We have had Colonel  HENDERSON he re .  
H e  was t h e  b r igade  commander. .Do you remember him? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q H e  s a i d  t h a t  he met w i th  some of t h e  men as they  
came back,  g o t  a few groups t o g e t h e r ,  and t a l k e d  t o  them about  
what had happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  morning of t h e  16 th .  
This  i s  what I was g e t t i n g  a t .  Do you remember t h a t  a t  a l l ?  

A.  No, sir. , 

Q- Later on,  d i d  you remember Captain  MEDINA g e t t i n g  
t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and t a l k i n g  about My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I t h i n k  I do,  sir. I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  about  what 
w a s  s a i d  o r  any th ing .  

17 
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Q - Was it a s h o r t  t ime a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  w i l l  you t h i n k  hard and s e e  i f  you can 
t h i n k  of what he s a i d ?  What he t o l d  t h e  company? H e  d i d  t a l k  
t o  them about My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember what he s a i d ,  sir .  

Q- W e  unders tand t h a t  he t o l d  t h e  company t h a t  t h e r e  
was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on about  what happened a t  My La i  , 

( 4 )  on t h e  morning of t h e  16 th .  He t o l d  them they  s h o u l d n ' t  
t a l k  t o  anybody about it, except  persons  such a s  an i n v e s t i -
g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  who had an o f f i c i a l  reason.  

A. I heard  t h a t ,  sir .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember t h a t  i n  connect ion wi th  t h e  
company ? 

A. No,. sir. 

Q- What d i d  you h e a r  about t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. J u s t  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  
t h a t  w e  weren 't supposed t o  t a l k  , t o  anybody. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember who t o l d  you t h i s ,  though? 

A. NO,  s ir .  I c a n ' t .  

Q- Your p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  was Sergeant  LOPEZ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Could Sergeant  LOPEZ have been t h e  one who t o l d  
you? 

A. H e  cou ld  have been,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  h o n e s t l y  know. 

Q. Did anybody e v e r  come around and t a l k  t o  you? An 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, s i r .  
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Q- .Co you t h i n k  i f  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  had'come 
around t h a t  t h e  men o f  t h e  company would have t o l d  him what 
had happened t h e r e  t h a t  morning? 

A. I would imagine s o ,  sir .  

Q *  What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men of  C h a r l i e  Company 
toward t h e  Vietnamese peop le?  Did t h e y  l i k e  them, o r  d i s l i k e  
them, o r  how d i d  t h e y  f e e l ?  

A. W e l l ,  most of  them I ' d  say  d i s l i k e d  them, sir.  

0- Do you t h i n k  t h e r e  was a f e e l i n g  t h a t  pe rhaps  
t h e  l i f e  o f  a Vietnamese w a s n ' t  worth as much as t h e  l i f e  
of an American? 

A. I would say  t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  a t t i t u d e .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q *  I t h i n k  you a r e  aware t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  of  My L a i  
( 4 )  was n o t  w e l l  known u n t i l  ve ry  r e c e n t l y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- A s  a matter of  f a c t ,  it w a s  n o t  reported--what  
happened t h a t  morning w a s  n o t  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  u s u a l  way. And 
it wasn ' t  u n t i l  A p r i l  1969,  t h a t  Department of  t h e  Army h e r e  
a t  Washington l e a r n e d  about  it. Do you have any i d e a  why it 
wasn ' t r e p o r t e d ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  any th ing  abou t  a coverup o r  an 
e f f o r t  t o  keep it from be ing  known?. 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q. The newspapers had s t o r i e s  i n  November about  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some of  t h e  men of  t h e  company w e r e  under 
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  mar i j uana  on t h a t  morning a t  My La i  ( 4 )  . 
Do you know any th ing  about  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Was t h e r e  a mar i juana  problem i n  t h e  company?. 
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A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  

Q - I d o n ' t  mean j u s t  a few men smoking m a r i j u a n a ,  b u t  
s e r i o u s  u s e  o f  it by men g o i n g  i n t o  combat under  t h e  i n f l u e n c e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir .  N o .  

COL WILSON: M r .  GRIMES, when you saw t h i s  man c u t  t h e  Viet-
namese' f i n g e r  o f f ,  how f a r  away w e r e  you from him? What dis-
t a n c e  approx imate ly?  

A. I would s a y  a b o u t  50 feet.  

Q- P r e t t y  c l o s e  t h e n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - W a s  t h e  hand p l a c e d  on a s o l i d  o b j e c t  and c u t  off 
l i k e  t h a t ?  How was t h i s  done? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. It was p l a c e d  on an object. I don't 
remember what  it w a s .  It w a s  a s o l i d  o b j e c t  undernea th .  

Q- How much o f  the  f i n g e r  w a s  c u t  o f f ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was t h e  f i r s t  j o i n t .  

Q- D i d  you see t h a t ?  

A. Y e s  , sir .  

Q. You were down t h e r e  i n  t h e  s o u t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- The one man who shot h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  f o o t  down there. 
Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I s a w  a  g l impse  o f  him when t h e y  took h i m  out. 

Q. You s a w  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I a l s o  s ~ wt h c  man. 

Q b  
 H i s  nape w a s  w h a t ?  D o  you remember? CARTER? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Was t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  came t o  
p i c k  him up, n e a r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where you s a i d  t h e  bod i e s  were, 
t h e  group of  bod i e s  a long  t h e  t r a i l ?  O r  w a s  it i n  t h e  s o u t h  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Was it c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h e  h e l i -  
c o p t e r  landed? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  It was r i g h t  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e .  I 
t h i n k  it w a s  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  t h i s  l i t t l e  t r a i l  h e r e ,  on 
t h e  s o u t h  s i d e .  

Q.  How long  was t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  t h e r e ?  

a.  I t h i n k  he j u s t  p icked  him up, p icked  t h e  man up. 

Q. Landed, and t h e n  took o f f ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Did you see any o t d e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n  t h a t  day 
t o  p i c k  peop l e  up? 

A. No, sir.  I s a w  some f l y i n g  around,  b u t  I d i d n ' t -
see any. No, sir. 

Q. One o t h e r  q u e s t i o n .  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  method 
of  c o n t a c t  t h a t  you had on t h e  sou th .  The p l a t o o n  t h a t  w a s  
moving th rough  t h e  s o u t h  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  n o t  t h e  3d 
P l a toon ,  and you w e r e  o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of it. Did you main- 
t a i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e s e  peop l e ,  o r  how d i d  you keep y o u r s e l f  
from moving ahead of them w i t h  f i r i n g  going on? 

A. W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y ,  w e  w e r e  o v e r  h e r e  by--my squad,  
r e a l l y ,  was r e a l l y  by o u r s e l v e s .  

Q. There w a s  some d i s t a n c e  between you and t h e  com-
pany? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. W a s  t h e r e  any q u e s t i o n  i n  your  mind a t  any t i m e  
whether your  squad would g e t  ahead of t h e  company, o r  t h e  com-
pany would g e t  ahead of  your squad,  o r  w e r e  you k i n d  of f l o a t -
i n g  t o  t h e  rear,  o r  what? 
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A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h e  rest of t h e  company was i n  t h e  v i l -  
l age .  I say  t h e  r e s t  of it. I d o n ' t  know how many were i n  
t h e r e .  But what we were doing,  w e  were j u s t  roaming t h i s  sou th  
s i d e  t r y i n g  t o  see i f  anybody would come o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
That  w a s  ou r  purpose t h e r e .  

MR WEST: M r .  GRIMES, can you t h i n k  of  any th ing  else t h a t  
might be of h e l p  t o  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  you could  t e l l  
us? Anything a t  a l l ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  For  
example, do you know whether any member of  t h e  company w a s  
t a l k e d  t o  by an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  Did anybody t a l k  t o  
anybody ? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  sir .  

Q. Can you t h i n k  of any th ing  e l s e ?  

A. No, sir.  

MR WEST: W e  ve ry  much apprec- ia te  your coming t o  see us. W e  
know i t ' s  been a l o t  of t r o u b l e  due t o  bad weather .  You've 
he lped  u s ,  and we a r e  very  g r a t e f u l  t o  you. I ' l l  l e a v e  t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  now. I f  you w i l l  s t a y  w i th  Colonel  WILSON, 
h e ' l l  show you some photographs and documents. 

A. Okay, sir. 

MR WEST: Thank you ve ry  much. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hea r ing  r e c e s s e d  a t  0910 hours ,  10 January 
1970. ) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0921 hours ,  10 Jan- 
uary 1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  COL WILSON i s  
p r e s e n t .  

I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  I 
want t o  proceed wi th  f u r t h e r  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  and I want t o  go 
over-- I 've  g o t  a couple  of  photographs t o  show you, and I 
want t o  go ove r  t h e  a r e a  i n  a l i t t l e  more d e t a i l .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i tnes s  on a d d i t i o n a l  
photography.) 

(GRIMES) 22 APP T-125 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

COL WILSON: I would l i k e  you t o  go through t h i s  book of photo-
graphs ,  and when you f i n d  a photograph where you recognize  
e i t h e r  t h e  people  o r  t h e  p l a c e ,  w r i t e  t h e  number of it down. 
We' l l  t a l k  about  it a f t e r  you go through a l l  t h e  photographs.  
There may be some photographs I won ' t  ask you about ,  s i n c e  we 
a l r eady  know who t h e  people  a r e .  But w e  a r e  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p l a c e  l o c a t i o n s .  So anyth ing  t h a t  you remember i n  t h e  
photographs,  j u s t  w r i t e  t h e  number down, and w e '  11 t a l k  about 
it when you g e t  through.  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hea r ing  r eces sed  a t  0927 hour s ,  10 January 
1970. ) 

.(The hea r ing  reconvened a t '  09 43  hour s ,  10 Jan-
uary 1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  COL WILSON i s  pre -
s e n t .  

M r .  GRIMES, we a r e  going t o  p u t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
photographs a s i d e ,  and now I would l i k e ,  from t h e  beg inn ing  of  
t h e  l and ing ,  t o  t r y  t o  t r a c e  your a c t i v i t i e s  through o r  n e a r  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Now, you went i n t o  a l and ing  zone. 
Do you remember how f a r  your h e l i c o p t e r  w a s  from t h e  edge of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Approximately. About 200 meters. 

Q. Do you remember t h i s  eas t -wes t  tree l i n e  on t h e  
f a r  s i d e  of  t h e  l and ing  zone ( i n d i c a t i n g  on aer ia l  photograph 
E x h i b i t  P-1) ? 

A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  sir .  

Q - Do you remember t h e  d i r e c t i o n  your  a i r c r a f t  f aced  
when you landed? Maybe t h i s  would he lp .  Do you remember which 
door you came o u t  o f ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e  r igh t -hand  s i d e .  

Q A s  you faced  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q - You q o t  o u t  of  t h e  r i g h t  door .  Were you f a c i n g
t h e  v i l l a g e  when you g o t  o u t ?  

A. I t  was t o  my l e f t ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q I mean, when you jumped o u t , o f  t h e  door ,  w e r e  you
looking  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  O r  was it on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  
a i r c r a f t ?  

A. On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q So, t h e  a i r c r a f t  was f a c i n g  sou th?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q =  You say you w e r e  abou t  200  m e t e r s  from t h e  v i l l a g e .
This  i s  going t o  p u t  you about  r i g h t  h e r e .  Do you remember 
s e e i n g  t h i s  s t ream? You g o t  up by t h a t  stream, d i d n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q W a s  t h e r e  any wa te r  i n  i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  

Q.  How f a r  w e r e  you from t h a t  stream, o r  does  t h a t  
r e c a l l  any th ing?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  sir. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  how f a r .  

Q - We're t a l k i n g  about  approximat ions .  

A. I t  w a s  abou t  halfway.  

Q.  (Marking on E x h i b i t  P-1 which i s  l a t e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  
ev idence  w i t h  a n n o t a t i o n s  a s  E x h i b i t  P-154.) P o i n t  1 is  t h e  
approximate a r e a  where M r .  GRIMES landed.  What happened nex t ?  

A. When w e  l anded  h e r e ,  w e  s c a t t e r e d  o u t .  And a h e l i -
c o p t e r  c a l l e d ,  I d o n ' t  remember whom, I t h i n k  it w a s  Cap ta in  
MEDINA. H e  w a s  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e n ,  i n  
t u r n ,  he c a l l e d  o u r  l i e u t e n a n t  and s a i d  a h e l i c o p t e r  had s e e n  
a man w i t h  a weapon. I t  w a s  o u t  h e r e  by t h i s  stream, 

Q.  L e t  m e  go  o v e r  t h i s  once more. 

(GRIMES) 2 4  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-125 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(COL WILSON o r i e n t s  w i tnes s  on E x h i b i t  MAP-4.) 

Q- The s t ream bed, you should have been a b l e  t o  recog-
n i z e  it even i f  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  wate r  i n  it. 

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  wate r  i n  it, sir. I 
do b e l i e v e  w e  c ros sed  it, t o  where t h e  man wi th  t h e  weapon 
w a s .  

9. You t h i n k  you c rossed  t h e  s t ream t o  p i ck  up t h e  
weapon? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q- L e t  me ask you what you d i d  f i r s t .  Did you s e t  
up a per imeter?  

A. W e  s e t  up f o r  a l i t t l e  wh i l e ,  r i g h t  where we land-
ed. We g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and s q u a t t e d  down f o r  a l i t t l e  
whi le  . 
Q. That  w a s n ' t  very long.  How long  do you t h i n k  t h a t  
w a s ?  

A. About 3 o r  4 minutes.  

Q- Now, w a s  yours  t h e  on ly  squad t h a t  w a s  s e n t  o u t  t o  
recover  t h i s  weapon? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  SO , sir.  

Q And d i d  you r e c e i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from your  p l a toon
l e a d e r  t o  go g e t  t h e  weapon? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. With your squad? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. And you t h i n k  you recovered t h e  weapon on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of  t h e  s t ream? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  where it was. 
There w a s  a hedgerow a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t ,  and he w a s  
underneath t h e  hedgerow. So t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  w e  went over  t h e r e ,  
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w e  d i d n ' t  f i n d  anyth ing .  So w c  s t a r t e d  back, and on ou r  way 
back w e  r ece ived  ano the r  c a l l  t h a t  a h c l i c o p t c r  w a s  qoing t o  
go by and drop a .  smoke grenade.  We then  tu rned  back around 
and went s t r a i g h t  t o  where t h e  smoke was. And we looked 
around f o r  a l i t t l e  wh i l e ,  and they  found t h i s  man wi th  t h e  
weapon. 

Q. You say  t h e r e  was a t r e e  l i n e ?  

A. A hedgerow, I b e l i e v e .  

Q. DO you remember a hedgerow more than  you do a 
stream? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- So you r e a l l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a stream. The reason 
I asked t h i s  i s  because I b e l i e v e  you came t o  a hedgerow h e r e ,  
t o  t h e  sou th .  

A. W e  were p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  stream. 

Q. So you do r e c a l l  a s t ream,  and you t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  
weapon w a s  recovered  nea r  t h e  s t ream? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - W e l l ,  w e ' l l  p u t  it down a s  an approximate area. Did 
you say  you c ros sed  t h e  stream? 

A. I ' m  n o t  t o o  p o s i t i v e  now. 

Q - P o i n t  2 ,  and you d i d  recover  t h e  weapon? 

A. Y e s . ,  sir. 

Q What was i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what make it was, sir. 

Q - From a dead VC. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - So p o i n t  2 (Exh ib i t  P-154) i s  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  
weapon was recovered.  A l l  r i g h t .  What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  when we came back and went i n t o  
t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  down here .  

Q *  	 Sergeant  GRIMES' r o u t e  of march has  been t r a c e d  a s  
going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and heading s o u t h ,  and coming o u t  on 
t h e  southwest  corner .  Did anyth ing  happen t h e r e  t h a t  you 
remember? 

A. 	 I remember we burned one h u t  up t h e r e .  

Q. P o i n t  3 ,  one h u t  burned. Did you burn t h e  h u t ,  
o r  d i d  your squad burn t h e  hu t?  

A. 	 I d id .  

Q - Now, when you came o u t  on t h e  southwest  s i d e  of  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  anyth ing  happen down t h e r e ?  

A. 	 Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. So t h e n ,  what d i d  you do? D i d  you move a l l  t h e  
way down? 

A. We j u s t  s t a r t e d  rov ing  around i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  j u s t  t o  t h e  sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e )  . 
Q-	 What miss ion d i d  you have? 

A. 	 To block o f f  any th ing  t h a t  was coming o u t .  

Q. 	 Who t o l d  you t o  do t h a t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  o u r  l i e u t e n a n t ,  o r ,  I d o n ' t  remember i f  
it w a s  ou r  s e r g e a n t  o r  o u r  l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q- But you w e r e  t o l d  t o  go on t h e  sou the rn  s i d e  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  t o  block t h e  movement of VC, o r  c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  what? 

A. Whatever came o u t .  


Q - Were you supposed t o  send them back i n ,  o r  what? 


A. 	 Send them back. 

Send them back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Where d i d  you c e n t e r  your o p e r a t i o n s ?  Did you more 
o r  less o p e r a t e  through t h e  c e n t r a l  sou thern  p a r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. p o i n t  4 ,  q e n e r a l  a r e a  where M r .  GRIMES w a s  ass ign-
ed  t h e  miss ion of sending a l l  personne l  l e a v i n g  v i l l a g e  ' t o  t h e  
sou th  back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  How many people  d i d  you send 
back? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember sending  any back. Ac tua l ly ,  I 
d o n ' t  remember s ee ing  anyone l e a v e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r e a l l y .  

Q Okay, now, what happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  A f t e r  you 
d i d  your p a t r o l l i n g  around t h e r e ,  where d i d  you go from t h e r e ?  

A. From h e r e  we proceeded on t o  t h i s  o t h e r  l i t t l e  
hamlet.  

Q- The hamlet  s o u t h e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And what happened t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  we saw a group of people  t h e r e ,  and w e  went 
over  and checked them o u t ,  and checked t h e  h u t s  t o  s e e  i f  w e  
could f i n d  anyth ing .  And I b e l i e v e  I c a l l e d  back and t o l d  
them they  w e r e  women and some o l d  men, what d i d  t h e y  want t o  
do w i t h  them? They s a i d  j u s t  l e a v e  them a lone ,  come back, and 
j o i n  them, which was moving o u t  away from My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
Q. Were you about  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  when 
you d i d  t h a t ?  When you r ad ioed  back? 

A. I was p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  edge. 

Q.  You t r a n s m i t t e d  t h i s  by r ad io?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. To whom d i d  you t a l k ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  it was my l i e u t e n a n t ,  s i r .  I ' m  n o t  t o o  
s u r e .  

Q. P o i n t  5 .  Now, whcrc: d i d  y o u  g o  rrom tllcrc? 

A. I t h i n k  w e  went on down i n  h e r e  and s p e n t  t h e  
n i g h t  t h e r e .  I t h i n k .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember. 

Q - T h i s  w i l l  be  f a r  enough anyhow. What I want t o  
know i s  what w e r e  you t o l d  a f t e r  making t h i s  r e p o r t  abou t  t h e  
women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. J u s t  t o  go on and come back.  

Q. And j o i n  t h e  rest  of t h e  p l a t o o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

0. You moved o u t  of  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  
do t h i s ?  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. Y e s .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  go  back t h e  way you came? You d i d n ' t  
go  back t o  t h e  sou th?  

A. No, sir.  Tha t  i s  abou t  a s  w e l l  a s  I can remember, 
sir. 

Q- Now, l e t ' s  go o v e r  t h e s e  photographs .  

Q - P-7 shows CARTER, M r .  GRIMES, l o c a t e d  on t h e  photo-  
graph as i n d i c a t e d .  Did you see P-9? 

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q. D o  you r ecogn i ze  t h i s  house i n  t h e  background? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  house was around h e r e .  

Q - I t  was i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R igh t .  On t h e  edge ,  I t h i n k .  
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Q - Photo P-9 i s  p l o t t e d  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo.  Did you 
s e e  CARTER l y i n g  down on t h e  ground? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Now, P-11 and P-12 show t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  You s a i d  
you saw t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Could you g i v e  m e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
landed? 

A. I t h i n k  it was i n  he re  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  
nor th-south t r a i l ) .  

Q .  The h e l i c o p t e r  landed on t h e  plowed f i e l d ?  

A. Yes. 

Q - That  i s n ' t  a plowed f i e l d .  That  i s  a f i e l d  w i th  
growing r i c e .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Does t h a t  r e c a l l  anything? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q . W e ' l l  p l o t  i t  where you t h i n k  it was. You t h i n k  
it was on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  

Q.  About halfway down t h e  t r a i l .  About how far  from 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  How many meters  do you t h i n k  it was? 

A. I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  f a r  from t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. A r e  you t a l k i n g  about 20 o r  4 0  mete rs  from t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

A. Maybe it was a l i t t l e  more than  t h a t ,  I b e l i e v e .  
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Q - P-11 and p h o t o  P-12 must be t h e  same pho tograph .  
Did you see them l o a d i n g ,  o r  was it i n  a n o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n  from 
you? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  them p u t  him i n  t h e r e .  

Q- So P-11  and P-12 would p r o b a b l y  b e  i n  t h e  same 
l o c a t i o n .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n s i g n i a  o r  any i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  do  you? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q *  P-13, what do you r e c a l l  a b o u t  t h a t  pho to?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  o n l y  one t h a t  I remember i s  L i e u t e n a n t  
ALAUX . 
Q P o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  number one man. Who i s  t h e  number 
t h r e e  man? 

A. H i s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q- S e r g e a n t  PHU? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. D o  you know where t h a t  photograph was t a k e n ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: W e '  11 t a k e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

. (The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1011  h o u r s ,  1 0  J a n u a r y  
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1015 h o u r s ,  10 J a n u a r y  
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  COL WILSON is  p r e -
s e n t .  I remind you,  you a r e  s t i l l  under  o a t h .  You d o n ' t  know 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  P-13? 

A. N o ,  sir.  
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A. The o n l y  one I can r e c o g n i z e  i s  S e r g e a n t  LOPEZ. I 
am p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  i s  he .  

Q You t h i n k  S e r g e a n t  LOPEZ i s  a b o u t  t h e  s i x t h  man down 
from t h e  r i g h t .  Do you r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  house? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ,  s l r .  

Q W e  have  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  P-17 and P-13 
w e r e  t a k e n  a t  t h e  same p l a c e  from a d i f f e r e n t  a n g l e ,  and a t  
a d i f f e r e n t  t i m e ,  o f  c o u r s e .  I n  P-13 everyone  is s i t t i n g  
down, and i n  P-17 everyone i s  s t a n d i n g  up. A l s o ,  w e  be-
l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  photograph was t a k e n  when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
was t a k i n g  o f f  because  you can  see t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  rice 
b e i n g  blown. A l s o ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t h i s  photograph may have  t a k e n  
when CARTER was e v a c u a t e d ,  o r  it may have  been t a k e n  when t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l ,  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h e r  and a man named 
ROBERTS, who was a w r i t e r ,  l e f t  C Company and went t o  B Company. 
They may have been w i t h  you a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  t h e y  may have  l e f t  
you. I t h i n k  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  l e f t  you b e f o r e  t h i s .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. DO you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  g e t t i n g  on 
a h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q - T h i s  photograph was t a k e n  by t h e  p h o t o g r a p h e r ,  so 
u n l e s s  he  l e f t  w i t h  CARTER, which I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  happened,  t h i s  
w a s  p robab ly  t a k e n  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  t i m e .  Does t h i s  r e c a l l  any-
t h i n g  a s  f a r  as l o c a t i o n  goes?  

A. T h a t  t r a i l ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i s  t h i s  one t h a t  b o r d e r s  
t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  

Q. T h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  b i g  house t h e r e .  D o  you r e c a l l  
s e e i n g  t h a t  house? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e ,  s i r .  
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A. Tha t  i s  me. 


Q- What a r e  you looking a t  t h e r e ?  


A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d i d n ' t  remember u n t i l  I s a w  
t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  it was a c t u a l l y  me. I d o n ' t  remember what 
I w a s  looking  a t .  I d o n ' t  even r e c a l l  it. 

Q. The photographer  was wi th  you a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  because 
he is  t h e  one who took t h e  p i c t u r e .  

A. Yes, sir .  That  was, I b e l i e v e ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  came 
over  he re  and went back ( p o i n t i n g  t o  2 ) .  

Q- It  looks  l i k e  it was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Was t h i s  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  when w e  came i n  ,over h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e  ( p o i n t -
i n g  t o  3 ) .  

Q- I n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  That  i s  t h e  on ly  p l a c e  where I remember 
going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Do you remember looking  a t  t hose  papers?  

N o ,  sir. To t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h ,  I d o n ' t .  

You d o n ' t  remember what t hey  were? 

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what they  were, s ir .  

Q* I ' m  p l o t t i n g  P-25 i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of 
p o i n t  3 .  You d o n ' t  remember t u r n i n g  t h e s e  documents over  t o  
anyb ody ? 

I might have,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 


You seem p r e t t y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h o s e  documents? 


I d o n ' t  know. 


Q. Was t h i s  n e a r  t h e  a r e a  where you burned t h e  hu t?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  

Q P-14? Where was t h a t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was on t h i s  t r a i l  h e r e ,  sir. 

Q - W a s  t h a t  very  c l o s e  t o  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was, s i r .  

Q Photo P-41 shows a group of dead bod ie s .  L e t ' s  
look a t  t h i s  photograph f o r  a minute.  There seems t o  be rice 
paddies  on both  s i d e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - There i s  a fence  on one s i d e ,  a barbed-wire fence .  
I t  appears  t o  be l ean ing  o r  knocked o v e r ,  p o s s i b l y  from t h e  
weight of t hose  bodies .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q. How c l o s e  d i d  you g e t  t o  t h e s e  people?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember how c l o s e  I was, s i r .  

Q- You d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  about  t h a t ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q. P-60? 

A. T h a t ' s  myself .  

Q- Where w a s  t h a t  house,  do you know? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of p o i n t  3 .  

Q. Near t h e  p l a c e  where you were read ing  t h e  papers?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  A s  f a r  a s  I can remember t h a t  i s  t h e  
only  p l a c e  t h a t  I went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q - Did t h e  photographer who went wi th  you i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  e v e r  l eave  you t o  go anywhere? 

A. Did he do what now? 

Q. Did he go o f f  by h imse l f?  

A. W e l l ,  he l e f t  us a f t e r  we went i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I 
d o n ' t  know where he went t o .  

Q. Let  m e  p o i n t  something o u t  t o  you. I n  accordance 
wi th  t h e  sequence t h a t  he  took t h e s e  photographs ,  I t h i n k  one 
of  t h e  f i r s t  photographs t h a t  he took was you, when you were 
read ing  t h o s e  papers .  And he took a photograph of Sergeant  
LOPEZ and somebody whom w e  h a v e n ' t  i d e n t i f i e d .  H e  took another  
photograph of a burning h u t ,  and then  he took a photograph of  
some bodies  burning i n  t h e  cou r tya rd  of a house. Do you 
remember s e e i n g  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q- He should  have s t i l l  been w i t h  you. Then he took 
a photograph of ano the r  man s e t t i n g  f i r e  t o  a house. W e  be-
l i e v e  t h a t  photograph i s  DUSTIN. Do you know DUSTIN? Do you 
know him? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  

Q- Was he i n  t h e  3d Platoon? 

A. I t h i n k  he was, s i r .  

Q But he wasn ' t  i n  your squad? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  

Q - I t  appears  from t h e  sequence of t h o s e  photographs 
t h a t  t h e  photographer  must have l e f t  a t  least  your people ,  
your squad,  sometime a f t e r  t a k i n g  t h e  photograph of you w i t h  
t hose  papers .  Although he could have been wi th  t h e  p la toon .  
Because, a f t e r  t h a t ,  he took a photograph of t h e  p l a toon  
s e r g e a n t ,  and then  t h e  nex t  photograph of  anyth ing  t h a t  we can 
recognize  i s  DUSTIN. And t h e  nex t  one i s  a series of photographs 
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concerning CARTER'S evacua t ion .  L e t ' s  s e e  i f  w e  can f i x  a 
t ime.  When CARTER was wounded, t h e  l o g  says  it w a s  1020, 
and t h e  t ime he was evacua ted ,  t h e  l o g  says  1030. Does t h i s  
seem about  t h e  r i g h t  t ime t o  you, remembering t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
coming i n ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say what t ime it was. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you remember where you s topped t o  e a t  t h a t  day? 
Where you had chow? 

(Witness shakes  head i n  nega t ive .  ) 

Q You d o n ' t  remember t h i s  house i n  photo P-60? You 
d o n ' t  remember where it was? 

A. No, sir.  

Q .  But you t h i n k  it was on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir .  

Q - Do you b e l i e v e  it was up t h e r e  by p o i n t  3? You 
s a i d  you burned a h u t  up t h e r e .  Is t h i s  what you are t a l k i n g  
about? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  d i d  you say your p l a toon  w a s  
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  burn t h e s e  hu t s?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

( E x h i b i t  P-60 w a s  marked a t  p o i n t  3 as GRIMES 
burning t h e  h u t .  ) 

Q P-69 i d e n t i f i e d  as DELPOME. Where was t h i s  t aken?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  was i n  t h e  same a r e a .  I t  w a s  r i g h t  
a f t e r  I burned one. 

H e r e  i s  ano the r  series of photographs which shows 
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P-60, which i s  t h e  one where you w e r e  bu rn ing  t h e  h u t .  r t  w a s  
t aken  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  photograph of DELPOME burn ing  t h e  h u t .  
Was t h a t  ve ry  c l o s e  t o  you, o r  do you know? Did you see t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir .  But I t h i n k  it was p r e t t y  
c l o s e ,  because  DELPOME was i n  my squad. 

Q- Do you t h i n k  it was a t  t h e  same t ime?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  

Q- I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  back.  I t  seemed t o  m e  you 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  3d Pla toon  was on t h a t  s i d e  w i th  t h e  mi s s ion  
of burn ing  t h e  h u t s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- Did M r .  WEST ask  you t h a t  q u e s t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir .  

Q- But t h e  p l a t o o n  w a s  a s s i g n e d  a mi s s ion  t o  burn  
t h e s e  h u t s ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e  rest of o u r  p l a t o o n  was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
sir. I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e .  

Q. Were you a s s igned  t h e  mi s s ion ,  a s  t h e  squad l e a d e r ,  
t o  burn  t h e  h u t s ?  

A. When w e  w e r e  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t ,  ye s .  

Q- You t h i n k  pho to  P-69 i s  c l o s e  t o  where you burned 
t h e  h u t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so, s ir .  

Q - W e  w i l l  p u t  it i n  a g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  (of  p o i n t  3 ) .
Photo P-69, DELPOME burn ing  a h u t .  The w i t n e s s  i d e n t i f i e d  P-70, 
which is a p o s i t i v e  of t h e  n e g a t i v e  r o l l ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  pho to  272 
i n  t h e  sequence of photographs  which i s  shown on t h e  e x h i b i t  
as miss ing .  But he  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  photo- 
graph a s  h i m s e l f ,  DELPOME, and t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  Where w a s  
t h a t  photograph t aken?  
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A. I t  w a s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  around 1), 
look ing  f o r  t h a t  VC w i t h  a r i f l e .  

Q Thi s  w a s  when you w e r e  going o u t  t o  look f o r  t h e  VC. 
The p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  was t h a t  c l o s e  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

9. Was he w i t h  you when you went o u t  t o  look f o r  t h e  
VC? 

I 

A. Y e s  , sir.  

Q H e  g o t  t h e  weapon, d i d n ' t  he? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - But it w a s n ' t  t h e  whole p l a t o o n ,  j u s t  your  squad 
t h a t  went o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know where t h e  o t h e r  two squads  
w e r e .  Whether t hey  s t a y e d  where w e  l anded ,  o r  t h e y  went s t r a i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q - Photo  P-70, i n d i c a t e d  a t  p o i n t  2 on t h e  a e r i a l  photo.  
Photo P-63 was t aken  r i g h t  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  o r  i n  t h e  same se-
quence,  t h a t  pho to  70 was t aken .  You d o n ' t  r e cogn ize  t h a t ,  do 
you? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q . I t  looks  l i k e  t h e  second man i n  t h e  r i g h t  of t h a t  
pho to  i s  c a r r y i n g  a PRC-25. Does t h a t  look l i k e  a r a d i o  on 
h i s  back t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You saw t h i s  photo .  Th i s  i s  t h e  same one I 
showed you. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q.  Anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  you want t o  s a y  about  t h a t  
one? 
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A. 	 No, s i r .  

Q - P-126. Could you name t h e  peop le  o f f  from r i g h t  
t o  l e f t ?  

A. Tha t  i s  myself (GRIMES on t h e  r i g h t .  The second 
man i s  unknown.), Se rgean t  SMAIL ( t h i r d  man.),  SMITH--

Q - 	 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Which SMITH? 

A. 	 R. D. SMITH, o r  something l i k e  t h a t  ( f o u r t h  man). 

Q =  	 Where was t h a t  pho to  t aken?  

A.  	 I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was where w e  w e r e  go ing  t o  bed down. 

The f i r s t  n i g h t ?  

A. 	 I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - 	 You d o n ' t  remember t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. 	 No, sir.  

Q.  	 Anything else t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. 	 No, s ir .  

COL WILSON: I want t o  remind you t h a t  you s h o u l d n ' t  d i s c u s s  
t h i s  t e s t imony ,  and t h a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would have no e f -  
f e c t  on any tes t imony  t h a t  you may make a t  a c o u r t - m a r t i a l ,  o r  
b e f o r e  a c o n g r e s s i o n a l  committee. I t  does n o t  res t r ic t  you 
from p r o v i d i n g  t es t imony  t o  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  
j u d i c i a l  body which may a l s o  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  case .  
Have you g o t  any q u e s t i o n s ?  What w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  s ay  i s  you 
s h o u l d n ' t  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  peop le  who w i l l  be  w i t n e s s e s  i n  t h i s  
case, and such a s  t h a t .  

A. 	 Y e s ,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: And i f  you have no th ing  f u r t h e r ,  w e ' l l  t e r m i n a t e  
t he  i n t e r v i e w .  

A. 	 N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  
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COL WILSON: I a p p r e c i a t e  your coming. 

A e r i a l  photograph anno ta t ed  by M r .  GRIMES w a s  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  E x h i b i t  P-154. 

The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed. 

(The hea r ing  r eces sed  a t  1130 hours ,  10 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : LACROSS, J e f f e r y  U.  

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 1 0  January 19 70 

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968 : 3d P la toon  Leader,  
C/1/20. 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  jo ined  t h e  11 th  Brigade i n  Hawaii i n  
October 1967 (pg. 50) . H i s  o r i g i n a l  assignment w a s  a s  
a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  he worked as t h e  execu t ive  o f f i c e r  
o f  Headquar ters  Company (pg. 50) . Upon a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam 
he w a s  supposed t o  s t a r t  a s  l i a i s o n  o f  S3, b u t  he  remained 
as execu t ive  o f f i c e r  f o r  a number of  weeks u n t i l  he w a s  
s e n t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  t o  r e p l a c e  a l i e u t e n a n t  from C/1/20, 
Task Force Barker  (pg.  5 0 ) .  He jo ined  t h e  company on 26 o r  
27 February as t h e  3d P la toon  Leader,  C/1/20 (pg. 3) . He 
thought  t h a t  Sergeant  LOPEZ was h i s  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  (pg.  5 ) .  
H e  had n o t  been on any o p e r a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  company p r i o r  t o  
16 March 1968, b u t  had conducted s h o r t  p a t r o l s  (pg.  5)  . He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  on 1 6  March he had t h r e e  squads i n  t h e  p l a toon ,  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  between 32 and 35 men, count ing  h i s  headqua r t e r s  
group (pg.  1 3 ) .  

2 .  PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE, 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  r ead ing  Rule 1 as it i s  on 
E x h i b i t  M-2, "Nine Rules" ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  he r ead  
it from t h e  c a r d  o r  n o t  (pg.  6 9 ) .  E x h i b i t  M-3, "Enemy i n  
Your Hands" and E x h i b i t  M-4 ,  "Guidance f o r  Commander", were 
n o t  remembered by t h e  w i tnes s  (pg.  70) . The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he  knew t h e  Geneva Conventions r e q u i r e d  a r e p o r t  o f  
an a t r o c i t y ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  he had never  heard  i n  a  command 
informat icn b r i e f i n g  t h a t  he  w a s  t o  go over  t h e  head o f  h i s  
commander t o  r e p o r t  it and f e l t  t h a t  none o f  h i s  men would 
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have known t h a t  t hey  should go o u t  o f  channels  t o  r e p o r t  
t h i s  k ind  o f  an i n c i d e n t  (pg.  4 9 ) .  When t h e  b r igade  
a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, they  went through an i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
pe r iod  o f  approximately one week, i n  which they  p r a c t i c e d  
combat a s s a u l t s ,  l o c a l  p a t r o l s ,  and how t o  s e t  up a  bunker 
(pg.  5 0 ) .  He never  a t t ended  a meeting p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  
Geneva Conventions (pg.  50) . The 4th  Div is ion  o f f i c e r s  
gave them some i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  (pg.  5 0 ) ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  re-
c a l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander o r  t h e  judge advocate  g i v i n g  
a l e c t u r e  on t h e  Geneva Conventions (pg. 51) . 
3 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a .  Captain  M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  company. 

MEDINA assembled t h e  whole company a t  approximately 
1700 hours on 15 March 1968 (pg.  5)  . MEDINA d e s c r i b e d  t o  
t h e  men what had happened i n  t h e  company dur ing  t h e  p a s t  
month, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l o s s  of 11 men i n  a mine f i e ld  and t h e  
dea th  of  Sergeant  COX and t h e  wounding o f  f o u r  men two days 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  m e t i n g  (pg.  6 )  . MEDINA reminded them they  
had t r i e d  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  b e f o r e  and had n o t  succeeded.  
H e  t o l d  them t h a t  t h e  people  were supply ing  t h e  VC, o r  were 
" fo rced  l a b o r  f o r  t h e  VC" (pgs.  6 ,  12) . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  any mention o f  c i v i l i a n s  l e a v i n g  f o r  t h e  market  o r  
t h a t  t hey  would a l l  be  VC (pg.  1 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  MEDINA say ing  anyth ing  p a r t i c u l a r  about  t h e  48th 
VC B a t t a l i o n  a l though they  were i n  t h a t  a r e a  (pg.  6 ) .  
They normally would t a k e  enough C-rat ions  t o  l a s t  them t h r e e  
t o  fou r  days (pg.  1 0 )  . MEDINA t o l d  them they  would have 
gunship cover .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h e  impress ion could  have 
been made t h a t  t hey  were going t o  g e t  revenge (pg.  12)  . 

b.  MEDINA's  b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s .  

L a t e r  i n  t h e  evening,  MEDINA h e l d  a p l a toon  
l e a d e r  b r i e f i n g  i n  h i s  t e n t  (pg.  5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  was 
accompanied t o  t h i s  meeting by Sergeant  LOPEZ (pg.  5 ) .  
A t  t h i s  meeting,  t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  desc r ibed  t o  t h e  w i tnes s  
how a l i f t  worked, how many men were on a l i f t ,  and what 
t h e  loads  w e r e  f o r  each s h i p  (pg.  7 ) .  Then t h e  company was 
broken down as t o  which l i f t  i t  would go on. Some members 
o f  t h e  w i t n e s s '  p l a toon  were t o  go i n  on t h e  second l i f t ,  
and when he  landed on t h e  t h i r d  l i f t  they would r e j o i n  him 
(pg.  7 ) .  MEDINA po in t ed  o u t  t h e  s p o t  on t h e  map, t o l d  them 
t h e  t i m e  they  would be l e a v i n g ,  and desc r ibed  t h e  g e n e r a l  
d i r e c t i o n  they  would be moving towards.  He t o l d  them t o  be  
s u r e  t o  have "p l en ty  o f  ammunition" a s  w e l l  as t h e i r  f l a k  
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j a cke t s  (pg.  7 ) .  They were t o l d  they  were going t o  s ea rch  
and "probably burn a l o t "  (pg.  8 ) .  The o r d e r  was given t o  
d e s t r o y  l i v e s t o c k ,  b u t  t h e  w i tnes s  d i d  n o t  remember any 
mention o f  t h e  c rops  (pg.  8 )  . They were t o l d  t h a t  t h e  
v i l l a g e r s  were t o  be ga thered  t o g e t h e r  and brought  back 
t o  MEDINA who had an i n t e r p r e t e r  and could i n t e r r o g a t e  
them (pg.  8 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  have t h e  impress ion 
t h a t  they  would s e e  many c i v i l i a n s ,  because he thought  they 
would l eave  t h e  a r e a  when t h e  t r o u b l e  s t a r t e d  (pg.  8 ) .  

c .  Memorial s e r v i c e .  

The wi tnes s  a t t ended  a C a t h o l i c  memorial s e r v i c e  
on 15 March, a long wi th  Captain  MEDINA and approximately 
2 0  men from t h e  company (pgs. 8 ,  9 )  . The wi tnes s  thought  
t h e  s e r v i c e  was conducted f o r  Sergeant  COX and t h e  men who 
had been h u r t  t h e  day be fo re  (pg.  9 ) .  H e  a l s o  r e c a l l e d  
another  s e r v i c e  h e l d  i n  a monastery nearby,  b u t  was con-
fused  as t o  whom it was h e l d  f o r  (pg.  9 ) .  The wi tnes s  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  name of  t h e  chap la in  who conducted 
t h e  s e r v i c e  (pg. 1 0 )  . 

d. Expec ta t ions  o f  t h e  w i tnes s  and h i s  men. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had expec ted  a g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a  wi th  a p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  c a s u a l t i e s  
i n  t h e  company (pg. 9 )  . The men were apprehens ive ,  a s  
they  always were be fo re  combat a s s a u l t  (pg.  9 )  . He d i d  n o t  
f e e l  it was r ea sonab le  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  everyone i n  t h e  a r e a  
would be an enemy, b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  because t h e  men i n  t h e  
u n i t  w e r e  c l o s e r  than  he was t o  t h e  people  who had been 
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  prev ious  two weeks, he f e l t  t h a t  they  could 
have been more "psyched up" than  he was (pg.  12)  . 
4. ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a .  The h e l i c o p t e r  l and ings .  

The w i t n e s s  l o c a t e d  t h e  l and ing  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
on E x h i b i t  P-157 (pgs .  1 6 ,  7 3 ) .  I t  w a s  approximately 75 
meters  from t h e  wood l i n e  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pgs: 15 ,  731. The wi tnes s  was on t h e  l a s t  l i f t ,  and some 
o f  h l s  men were a l r eady  s e c u r i n g  t h e  LZ when he a r r i v e d  
(pg. 1 6 ) .  I n i t i a l l y  he ran  i n  t h e  wrong d i r e c t i o n  and was 
t o l d  by MEDINA t o  f i l l  i n  a c e r t a i n  empty s i d e  o f  t h e  LZ. 
The command group w a s  n o t  p a r t  of  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  pe r ime te r  
s e c u r i n g  t h e  LZ, a s  it was l o c a t e d  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg.  2 0 )  . H i s  i n i t i a l  pe r ime te r  w a s  a c i r c u l a r  one 
approximately 75 meters  from t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg .13 ) .  
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He could h e a r  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  whi le  they secured  
t h e  LZ (pg. 16)  . He was then con tac t ed  by MEDINA on t h e  
r a d i o  and t o l d  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had popped smoke, 
marking t h e  l o c a t i o n  of a weapon, and they  were t o  go p ick  
it . H e  p icked GRIMES, DELPOME, MACDONALD, TERRY, and 
DOHERTY and moved wi th  them towards t h e  a r e a  where t h e  
smoke was. I n i t i a l l y  they  d i d  n o t  f i n d  t h e  weapon and he 
con tac t ed  MEDINA t o  t e l l  him they  were going t o  r e t u r n  t o  
t h e i r  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n .  MEDINA t o l d  him t o  keep looking  
u n t i l  they found t h e  weapon (pg.  1 6 )  . TERRY found t h e  
weapon which t h e  w i tnes s  thought  was an M - 1  (pg .  16)  . A f t e r  
recover ing  t h e  weapon, they  con tac t ed  MEDINA who t o l d  them 
t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  (pg.  2 2 ) .  I n  response 
t o  a q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  s e e  any 
bodies  whi le  down i n  t h e  a r e a  a long  t h e  road o r  i n  
d i t c h e s  (pg.  23) . 

b .  I n i t i a l  movement i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

When they  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  t h e  
w i tnes s  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  some movement t o  t h e  west  and 
h e a r i n g  some f i r e  (pg.  23) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  they  s topped 
f i r i n g  because they  could n o t  s e e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  any longe r  
(pg .23) .  H e  began moving through t h e  v i l l a g e  wi th  h i s  l e f t  
f l a n k  on t h e  o u t e r  edge (pg.  17)  . He could n o t  see h i s  
e n t i r e  p l a toon  s o  he d i d  n o t  know how spread  o u t  t hey  w e r e  
(pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  s a i d  they  were supposed t o  move a b r e a s t ,  b u t  
would u s u a l l y  go down t h e  t r a i l s  (pg.  25) . The wi tnes s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  walked a long t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
r e c a l l e d  r e c e i v i n g  a message from MEDINA t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  men, 
women, and c h i l d r e n  and t o  burn t h e  hootches  (pg.  1 7 ) .  He 
t o l d  everyone i n  h i s  u n i t  t h e  o r d e r s  and k e p t  moving i n t o  
t h e  a r e a .  The bamboo burn ing  would cause  popping, which they 
thought  was f i r e  (pg.  17)  . There t h e  w i tnes s  saw seven 
o r  e i g h t  bodies  on a t r a i l  nea r  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The wi tnes s  f e l t  t h a t  MEDINA and t h e  command group were be- 
hind him and t h a t  i n  f r o n t  o f  him were t h e  1s t  and 2d p l a toons  
(pgs .  23 ,24 ) .  H i s  p l a toon  was t o  be  t h e  clean-up p l a toon ,  
cover ing  t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 4 )  . 

c .  H i s  encounte r  w i th  MEDINA. 

Upon moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  he n o t i c e d  a group 
of  approximately 18  men, wi th  whi te  h a t s  on ,  moving a t  a 
"choggie - t ro t"  through t h e  r i c e  (pg.  17)  . The wi tnes s  and 
h i s  RTO took a main t r a i l  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s e e i n g  10 o r  
1 2  bodies  l y i n g  a long t h e  t r a i l ,  and worked back towards 
MEDINA where he r e p o r t e d  t h e  movement of  t h e  men (pg.  1 7 ) .  
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MEDINA s t a t e d  t h a t  he would c a l l  L ieu tenant  BROOKS t o  warn 
him i n  c a s e  they  came tp behind him (pg.  17) . MEDINA t o l d  
him t o  go back over  t o  h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 9 ) .  
He s t a t e d  a s  they  proceeded through t h e  v i l l a g e  they r e -
ce ived  messages t o  slow down and do a f u l l  s ea rch  (pgs .  19 ,  
31) .  There was a  machinegunner and two a s s i s t a n t s  wi th  t h e  
w i tnes s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  RTO (pg.  2 5 ) .  The o t h e r  people  
i n  t h e  u n i t  were burning t h e  hootches  and sea rch ing  (pg .26 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  s e e  any c i v i l i a n s  being s h o t  o r  i n j u r e d  by any 
people  i n  h i s  p l a toon .  A s  f o r  l i v e s t o c k ,  he saw h i s  RTO shoo t  
a t  chickens  and m i s s ,  and he saw dead wate r  b u f f a l o  and some 
p i g s .  The wi tnes s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  through t h e  v i l l a g e  he saw 
35 t o  4 0  bodies  (pgs .  2 6 , 6 5 ) .  Approximately s i x  t o  n i n e  
bodies  were seen  on t h e  main t r a i l  coming i n  from t h e  sou th  
(pg. 2 6 )  . H e  f e l t  t h a t  he saw MEDINA a t  t h i s  p o i n t  and t o l d  
him about  t h e  bodies  he had seen  (pg.  2 7 ) .  He f e l t  MEDINA 
was behind him going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  i n  any even t  
s t a t e d  t h a t  once i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  he was nea r  MEDINA 
(pgs.  27,  2 8 ) ,  and f e l t  MEDINA could s e e  what was going on 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  2 7 ) .  Towards t h e  end of  t h e  v i l l a g e  he 
encountered a group o f  20  t o  2 5  women and c h i l d r e n ,  wi th  two 
o r  t h r e e  of  h i s  men s t a n d i n g  guard on them (pg.  2 0 ) .  
H e  c a l l e d  MEDINA and asked what should be  done wi th  them. 
MEDINA t o l d  him t o  ho ld  them t h e r e ,  s o  he l e f t  h i s  t h r e e  men 
t o  watch them. When MEDINA came through ,  he walked by 
them. The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  know i f  MEDINA ques t ioned  them 
o r  n o t  (pg.  2 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  names o f  t h e  people  
he l e f t  t o  guard t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  (pg.  3 3 ) .  Sometime 
whi le  pas s ing  through t h e  v i l l a g e  he r ece ived  an o r d e r  t o  
s t o p  burn ing  hootches .  He f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was nea r  t h e  end 
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 9 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  GRIMES and 
MACDONALD picked up two mi l i t a ry -age  males ,  who they  kep t  
with them through t h e i r  l a t e r  movements (pgs. 19 ,  33) . 

d. Bodies i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

A t  t h e  end o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  they r ece ived  word t o  
s i t  down (pg.  1 9 ) .  While doing t h a t  DOHERTY t o l d  him t o  
look i n t o  a d i t c h ,  where he saw s i x  t o  e i g h t  bodies  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  heard  t a l k  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  were more 
bodies  down i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  q u e s t i o n  it (pg .27 ) .  

e. MEDINA' s  meeting i n  My La i .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  s e e i n g  t h e  bodies  t h e  w i tnes s  r e -
ce ived  a c a l l  from MEDINA f o r  a l l  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  t o  m e e t  
wi th  him. H e  recalled s e e i n g  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY walking n e a r  t h e  
t op  of  a d i t c h ,  n o r t h e a s t  o f  where t h e  w i t n e s s  was, and he 
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s i g n a l e d  t o  h i n  t o  have him r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  meeting (pg. 3 0 ) .  
The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  mentioning anyth ing  about t h e  
bodies  t o  MEDINA b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA saw eve ry th ing  t h a t  
he had seen  (pg.  48 ) .  During t h e  meeting MEDINA asked about 
t h e  weapons cap tured  and t o l d  them they  would move towards 
My Lai  ( 5 )  (pg.  19) . H e  met MEDINA i n  t h e  a r e a  of CARTER'S 
w a i t  f o r  t h e  medevac (pg. 2 5 ) .  

f .  My La i  ( 5 ) .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  approximately 1400 hours  
they l e f t  My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  go t o  My Lai  ( 5 )  (pg.  2 0 ) .  They d i d  
n o t  s e e  anybody t h e r e  except  a woman and some c h i l d r e n  
(pg. 2 0 )  . They d i d  n o t  s t o p ,  b u t  moved r i g h t  through t o  t h e  
l a a g e r  a r e a  which was on t h e  r i v e r  edge (pg.  2 0 )  . 

Presence of t h e  photographers .  

The morning of 16 March, t h e  w i tnes s  was t o l d  t o  
make room on t h e  l a s t  l i f t  f o r  a photographer and a 
r e p o r t e r  (pg.  2 1 )  . Upon l and ing  they  l e f t  and jo ined  t h e  
CO. He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  them accompanying him t o  t h e  sou thern  
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  look f o r  t h e  weapon, a l though he d i d  
s e e  a photograph of GRIMES, MACDONALD, and DELPOME walking 
ac ros s  a f i e l d  (pg.  2 1 ) .  He f e l t  t h e  p i c t u r e  was taken a t  
t h e  t ime they  were s ea rch ing  f o r  t h e  weapon (pg.  2 1 ) .  H e  
was n o t  p r e s e n t  when they l e f t  t h e  a r e a ,  which he assumed 
was du r ing  t h e  a f te rnooon  when they r ece ived  s u p p l i e s  (pg.  5 7 ) .  

h .  H i s  knowledge of h e l i c o p t e r  l and ing  du r ing  t h e  
ope ra t ion .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  someone mentioned s e e i n g  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  l and  on t o p  of H i l l  85 and p ick  up a mor ta r  tube .  
The wi tnes s  saw a U H - 1 3  hover ing on t o p  of t h e  h i l l  b u t  he 
d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  p i l o t  g o t  o u t  and picked something up 
(pgs.  19 ,  29) . He d i d  no t  s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  land any o t h e r  
t ime (pgs .  2 9 ,  3 6 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  morning they 
had c o n t i n u a l  h e l i c o p t e r  coverage and h e  heard  some sma l l  
arms f i r e  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any r o c k e t s  be ing  f i r e d  
(pg. 3 6 ) .  

i. The w i t n e s s '  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Captain  KOTOUC. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  a r e a  where they  
laagered  he saw KOTOUC (pg.  3 4 ) .  This  was t h e  only  o f f i c e r  
from b r igade  o r  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  he  saw v i s i t  (pg.  3 4 ) .  He saw 
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  know how 
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they a r r i v e d  (pg.  3 9 ) .  He saw KOTOUC i n t e r r o g a t i n g  a p r i s o n e r  
and thought  t h a t  KOTOUC was b e a t i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r  w i th  a 
r i f l e  b u t t  on t h e  hand o r  e a r  (pg. 3 9 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  
he went over  t o  t h e  a r e a  and asked M E D I N A ,  who was 20 f e e t  
from where KOTOUC was b e a t i n g  t h e  man's hand, what should b e  
done wi th  t h e  cap tured  weapon. MEDINA t o l d  him t o  t a g  i t ,  
and he t u r n e d  and l e f t  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 4 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
s e e i n g  a  b i g  k n i f e  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r ' s  f i n g e r  o r  
e a r  was p a r t i a l l y  o f f  (pg.  4 1 ) .  He s t a t e d  he a l s o  saw a 
dead man i n  a  t r e n c h  b u t  d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  man was 
executed o r  n o t  (pg.  4 1 ) .  He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  man t h a t  
they had cap tu red  was k i l l e d  because KOTOUC had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  p r i s o n e r  had been ques t ioned  e x t e n s i v e l y  and t h a t  they  
had gained much in format ion  from him (pg.  4 2 ) .  

j .  H i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a .  

The wi tnes s  agreed t h a t  they "marr ied"  w i t h  Bravo 
Company on t h e  western  s i d e  of t h e  r i m  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  
(pg. 3 8 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he knew who Captain  MICHLES w a s ,  
b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  (pg.  3 8 ) .  
H i s  p l a toon  had t h e  " e i g h t  t o  twelve o ' c l o c k  p o s i t i o n "  on 
t h e  s i d e  of the l a a g e r  a r e a  nea r  t h e  r i v e r  (pg.  39) . During 
t h e  evening they  heard  movement t o  t h e i r  nor thwest  b u t  d i d  
n o t  p u t  any f i r e  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  5 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
any h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n  u n t i l  t h e  nex t  morning, and 
s t a t e d  he d i d  n o t  know who they  took o u t  a t  t h a t  t ime 
(pg. 5 9 ) .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  KOTOUC s t a y e d  t h e  n i g h t ,  which 
he f e l t  was unusual  f o r  a s t a f f  o f f i c e r  (pg.  59 )  . 

k.  Compilat ion of t h e  body count .  

While i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  MEDINA assembled t h e  
p l a toon  l e a d e r s  and d i scussed  t h e  body count  (pg.  4 2 ) .  This  
occur red  i n s i d e  t h e  CP a r e a  when MEDINA a l s o  asked f o r  men 
from each p l a toon  t o  h e l p  unload t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n  
wi th  s u p p l i e s  (pg. 43) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  BROOKS gave 
a number, CALLEY gave a number, and t h a t  he gave t h e  number 
" s i x " ,  which was n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  what h e  had seen  (pg. 4 3 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  he gave t h e  number because "he d i d  n o t  want t o  s ay  
nothing" and he  f e l t  t h a t  "someone must have k i l l e d  somebody 
t h a t  day" s o  h e  s a i d  " s i x "  (pg. 43 ) .  I t  was n o t  an e s t i m a t e ,  
b u t  was a guess  (pg.  43 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he  suspec ted  
t h a t  wi th  a count  of 128, t h e r e  were dead c i v i l i a n s  in -  
cluded (pg. 44) . He d i d  n o t  h e a r  anyth ing  about  making a re-
sweep through t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  count  bodies  (pg.  4 4 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  a l though  he  heard  about  t h e  128 f i g u r e  i n  t h e  news-
paper ,  he  thought  t h a t  he remembered it from t h a t  day (pg.  
45) .  H e  was n o t  s u r e  i f  t h a t  was t h e  t o t a l  body count  f o r  
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both Cha r l i e  Company and Bravo Company. He only r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  t h e  number 128 was mentioned (pg.  4 5 ) .  

1. La te r  a c t i v i t y  of  t h e  u n i t .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  on 17 March, t hey  had burned 
a l o t  of hootches b u t  had encountered no people  i n  t h e  a r e a  
of  My Khe (3 )  (pg.  6 0 ) .  CALLEY was wounded a t  t h e  base  of 
H i l l  85 and MEADLO l o s t  h i s  f o o t  (pg.  60) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  
CALLEY was wounded and b l eed ing ,  because CALLEY'S f a c e  
was covered w i t h  d r i e d  blood,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  it w a s  
a s e r i o u s  wound (pg.  6 0 ) .  They were then sou th  o f  My Khe (1) 
and he s t a t e d  he l e f t  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  6 0 )  . 

m. H i s  i n t e r v i e w  a t  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s .  

The wi tnes s  was l i f t e d  o u t  of  t h e  A0 on 17 March, 
and taken  t o  Chu Lai  f o r  an in t e rv i ew f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
g e n e r a l 1s a i d e  (pg.  6 1 )  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he g o t  t o  d i v i s i o n  
a t  approximately 1400 hour s ,  went i n t o  an o f f i c e  where t h e r e  
was a l i e u t e n a n t  a t  a desk ,  and a  major who w a s  an  a i d e ,  and 
who seemed t o  be conduct ing t h e  i n t e rv i ews .  He then  went i n  
and t a l k e d  wi th  a f u l l  co lone l  who he t h i n k s  was Colonel  
YOUNG (pgs .  6 1 ,  62). The co lone l  t o  whom he  spoke knew he 
had been wi th  C/1/20 and knew t h a t  t h e  w i tnes s  had j u s t  
come from t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  a s  t h e  w i tnes s  had exp la ined  
t o  him t h i s  was why he d i d  n o t  have t h e  proper  c l o t h e s  f o r  
an in t e rv i ew (pgs .  6 2 ,  6 3 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  no t  r e t u r n  t o  
h i s  u n i t  because Major CALHOUN t o l d  him they were coming back 
from t h e  f i e l d .  H e  met them a t  t h e  LZ when t h e  choppers 
landed (pg. 65) . 

n. H i s  impress ions  o f  t h e  mcurrences  a t  My La i  ( 4 )  . 
The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  shocked a t  t h e  

number o f  dead women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men (pg.  2 9 ) .  He 
spoke wi th  Sergeant  LOPEZ on t h e  evening of  16 March, and 
asked him i f  people  were g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  manner a l l  
of t h e  t i m e  (pg.  30) . LOPEZ t o l d  him t h a t  t hey  w e r e  n o t  
(pg.  30) . The wi tnes s  had t o l d  LOPEZ t h a t  i f  it happened one 
more t i m e  it "would be  a l l  I could t a k e . "  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e  t o o  many people  dead,  a l o t  o f  whom w e r e  non-
combatants (pg.  3 0 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  when he and h i s  RTO 
came upon t h e  bodies  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they  looked a t  each 
o t h e r  b u t  d i d  n o t  say  anyth ing .  He wondered i f  t h e  medics 
should h e l p  t h e  wounded people ,  b u t  a medic walked by and 
s a i d  t h e r e  w a s ,  "Nothing t h a t  could be done f o r  t h a t  one" 
(pg.  4 6 ) .  The people i n  t h e  d i t c h  u p s e t  him i n  t h a t  he 
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could n o t  unders tand how they were k i l l e d .  He s t a t e d  he 
was i r r i t a t e d  because he could n o t  communicate wi th  h i s  
people ,  he could no t  s e e  what was going on ,  and was shocked 
by t h e  number o f  dead people  (pg.  4 6 ) .  I I e  a l s o  s t a t e d  
t h a t  MEDINA appeared t o  be nervous a s  they  were going 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 4 6 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  n o t  
s u r e  t h a t  h i s  company d i d  it ,  al though they  went through t h e  
a r e a ,  because he d i d  n o t  s e e  it (pg.  6 4 ) .  He a l s o  po in t ed  
o u t  t h a t  t h e  men could have been agg res so r s  o u t  o f  r e s e n t -
ment f o r  t h e  16 men i n  t h e  u n i t  who had been wounded o r  
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  6 4 ) .  

5 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  it was an a t r o c i t y ,  
b u t  d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  it t o  MEDINA because MEDINA wasl ' the 
boss"  and w a s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  H e  s t a t e d  MICHLES and 
KOTOUC w e r e  a l s o  i n  t h e  a r ea , and  he  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  you 
w e r e  supposed t o  "balk t h e  channels  " (pg. 49) . He s t a t e d  he  
met t h e  u n i t  when they  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e l b u t  d i d  n o t  re -
c a l l  anybody t a l k i n g  t o  them a s  they  came i n  (pg.  6 6 ) .  H e  
was never  in te rv iewed by anyone, never  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  
about t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and never  heard  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg.  6 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know of  anyone i n  t h e  u n i t  being 
ques t ioned  (pg. 6 2 ) .  H e  was n o t  t o l d  by MEDINA n o t  t o  d i s -  
c u s s  it (pg. 6 7 ) ,  and f e l t  t h a t  MEDINA would a l low them t o  
t e l l  e x a c t l y  what happened i f  they w e r e  ques t ioned  (pg. 6 8 ) .  

6. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a.  The w i t n e s s  was n o t  con tac t ed  by anyone p r i o r  t o  h i s  
appearance b e f o r e  t h e  board o t h e r  t han  t h e  C I D ,  and a f r i e n d  
who w a s  t o l d  t h a t  it could n o t  be  d i scussed  (pg.  4 )  . 

b .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had a group i n  h i s  
p l a toon  t h a t  drank h e a v i l y  and t h a t  he had t o  awaken them 
t h e  morning o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  1 3 ) .  He suspec t ed  members 
o f  h i s  p l a toon  were us ing  mari juana because he  r e c a l l e d  a 
few i n s t a n c e s  where people  w e r e  a c t i n g  drunk wi thou t  having 
had anyth ing  t o  d r i n k .  He f e l t  they  were g e t t i n g  h igh  on 
Darvon 6 5 ' s  (pg.  1 4 ) .  H e  i n s p e c t e d  t h e  p l a toon  t h a t  morning 
b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  and d i d  n o t  see anyone who could n o t  
func t ion  (pg.  1 4 )  . He d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  anyone w a s  "souped 
up" (pg.  1 5 ) .  

c. The wi tnes s  had n o t  heard  o f  a v i l l a g e  by t h e  name 
o f  Co Luy and d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  know t h e  nex t  d a y ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  
because he  had been picked up t o  go t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  a t  Chu 
La i  (pg. 5 9 ) .  
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d .  The w i t n e s s  mentioned t h a t  a t  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ' s  
b r i e f i n g  MEDINA t o l d  CALLEY t o  go and g e t  a .50  c a l i b r e  
machine b a r r e l  and d e s c r i b e d  it t o  CALLEY s a y i n g  t h a t  
CALLEY "wouldn ' t  know what i t  looked l i k e "  i f  MEDINA d i d  n o t  
d e s c r i b e  it (pg .  7 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h i s  was done i n  f u n .  H e  d i d  
n o t  t h i n k  CALLEY was p e r s e c u t e d  by MEDINA, "anymore t h a n  
anybody e l s e "  (pg .  63)  . H e  s t a t e d  CALLEY took a joke  v e r y  
w e l l  and t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  MEDINA would j e s t  a b o u t  CALLEY i n  
f r o n t  o f  t h e  &her  o f f i c e r s ,  b u t  n o t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
e n l i s t e d  men ( p g .  63) . 

e. The w i t n e s s  r e p o r t e d  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  CALLEY 
i n  Vietnam a b o u t  what it would b e  l i k e  when t h e y  r e t u r n e d  
home. CALLEY s a i d  t o  him, "What i f  some day w e  would b e  
back i n  t h e  S t a t e s  and you would have  t o  t e l l  y o u r  wife and 
k i d s  t h a t  you c a n ' t  b e  home t h i s  weekend because  y o u ' v e  g o t  
t o  go  f o r  t h e  war t r i a l s "  ( p g s .  63 ,  6 4 ) .  

f .  The w i t n e s s  i d e n t i f i e d  numerous pho tos  and marked 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  e v e n t s  on E x h i b i t  P-157 (See  E x h i b i t  
l i s t  i n f r a )  . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTGS PAGES 

1 iW i t  remembered I 

P-4 IMisce l l aneous  Scene I CAPEZZA, t h e  medic1 71 
1 I d e n t i f i e d  FLYNN 1 

M- 2 

M- 3 

M- 4 

P-1 

P-3 

MACV Card "Nine Rules"  
MACV Card "Enemy i n  Your 
Hands 
MACV Card "Guidance t o r  
Commander" .----
A e r i a l  photo of MY ~ a i  
( 4 )  

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

P-6 

e n g i n e e r  t o  . I 

MURRAY'S l e f t ,  t h e  
head medic ,  and 

P-7 

P-8 

r e a d i n g  r u l e  #l. 

W i t  d i d  n o t  r eca l l .  

W i t  d i d  n o t  r eca l l .  
Used t o  o r l e n t  t h e  
w i t n e s s .  -

witness i a e n t i r i e a  
S e r g e a n t  PIW. 
W i t  i i e n t i f i e d  SP5 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 

P-9 I Misce l l aneous  Scene I r i q h t ,  CARTER i n  I 
I 1 t h e  c e n t e r ,  and I 

69 

70 

70 

15  

71 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 

BERNHARDT . 
WIDMER on t h e  

IMAURO on t h e  l e f t . )  7 1  
I W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  I 

i n  r i g h t  c o r n e r .  . 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

55 

7 1  

CARTER and t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  medic.  

Wit i d e n t i t l e d  
MEDINA on t h e  
r a d i o  and M U R R A Y  
t o  h i s  l e f t ,  an  

I I t h e  m i d d l e ,  and 
i R.D.  SMITH. I 

55 

P-10 

P-12 
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BERNHARDT . 
The l a a g e r  area, 
GRIMES on t h e  
r i g h t ,  SMAIL i n  

5 5 , 7 1  
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 

-NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

I iwit identified 

P-38 


P-41 


P-45 


P-56 

and 


P-58 


P-60 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 

-

Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


miscellaneous Scene
-
Miscellaneous Scenes 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


DELPOME. 1 53 
Wit identified I 


battalion medic. 1 

Identified CARTER. 53 

Identified as the 

same group as in 

P-12. A trail. 


5 4  
Used to orient the 
witness. 70 
Witness ldentltled 
LOPEZ. 5 2  

Identified BROOKS. 57 


1 '53 
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EXIII I~I ' J 'S-. -- --- -

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

-

P-6 3 

P-64 

P-66 

P-67 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
Misce l l aneous  Scene " t h e  c h i e f " ,  Frank 

IWILLIAMS. 

P-69 

P-75 

P-95 

P-109 

P-126 

P-128-

1 3  

FOR OFFICIAL TJSRnNr.v 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

P-147 
t h r u  
P-150 

SUM APP T-129 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

Il~~. 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
p o s s i b l y  GRIMES. 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  G.A. 
SMITH l e a d i n g  t h e  
l i n e ,  t hen  DELPOME 
and MACDONALD. 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  PHU, 
MURRAY and MAC-
DONALD o r  MITCHELL. 
a l s o  t h e  o l d  D 

Vietnamese man who 
was q u e s t i o n e d .  

I d e n t i f i e d  PHU. 

Misce l l aneous  Scenes 

53,72 

52 

52 

54 

54 

I d e n t i f i e d  DUSTIN. 
W i t  l d e n t l f i e d  a s  
a ROK o u t p o s t .  
W l t  I d e n t i f i e d  
H i l l  85. 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  p l a t o o n  m e e t -
i n g .  
W i t  i d e n t i t i e d  a s  
t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a .  
W i t  l d e n t i r i e d  
SMAIL and MAC-

I 

53 

78 

78 

78 

79 

w i t  a i a  n o t  re-
cognize  any o f  
t n e  ~ a t l o n a l  
P o l i c e .  

57,58 

72 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTZS PAGES 

' w i t  marked t h e  LZ 
P-157 A e r i a l  photo of  My La i (4)  l o c a t i o n .  W i t  

marked where he  
spoke wi th  MEDINA . 
Marked t h e  f o l :  
1-LACROSS' h e l i -
c o p t e r .  

2-3d P la toon  
pe r ime te r .  

3-Smoke s i g n a l .  

4-Where TERRY r e -
covered an M - 1 .  

5-Where w i t  w a s  
o rdered  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

1 

6-Where t h e  
p l a toon  CP stopped 

7-Where he changed 
d l r e c t l o n .  

8-Where he saw the 
Vietnamese group 

- running.  

I9-Where w i t  saw -
six t o  e l g n t  
bod ie s .  
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NUMBER 

P - 1 5 7  
( c o n t )  

P - 1 5 8  

I 

SUM APP T-129 

PAGES 

7 5  

7 5  

7 5  

7 5  

. 7 5  

75 

7 5  

7 0 

DESCRIPTION 

A e r i a l  photo of MY L a i  ( 4 )  

A e r i a l  photo of My L a i ( 4 )  

NOTES 

1 0 - P l z c e  CARTER w a s  
w o u n d e d .  

11-Where w i t  con-
tacted MEDINA about 
t h e  V i e t n a m e s e  m e n .  

1 2 - W h e r e  w i t  
observed 1 0  t o  1 2  
bodies. 

13-Where flit s a w  a. 
dead w o m a n  and 
boy. 

1 4 - W h e r e  w i t  s a w  
t h e  group of 
people under guard 

15-Where w i t  s a w  
t h e  bodies i n  the 
d i t c h .  

1 6 - W h e r e  t h e  
platoon leaaers 
m e t .  

S h o w n  t o  w i t n e s s .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1148 hours ,  1 0  January 
1970.) 

I 0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN I COL 
WILSON, LTC MAHAFFEY, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r  t h e  nex t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  JEFFREY U .  LACROSS. 
-. 

(MR LACROSS was carired a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s : )  

M r .  LACROSS, f o r  t h e  record  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, occupa t ion  and r e s idence?  

A. J e f f r e y  Urban LACROSS, Lake Leelanau,  Michigan, 
I ' m  a s t u d e n t  a t  F e r r i s  S t a t e  Col lege .  

RCDR : Thank you. 

10: Before we beg in  any q u e s t i o n i n g ,  M r .  LACROSS, 
I ' l l  have C o l v ~ i e l  MILLER from t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Judge Advo- 
c a t e  General  a d v i s e  you concerning c e r t a i n  m a t t e r s .  

COL MILLER: M r .  LACROSS, t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  now b e i n g  con-
ducted w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army, 
and t h e  Chief  o f  S t a f f  o f  t h e  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of  d e t e r -
mining f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations con-
ce rn ing  t w o  major a r e a s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent  r e p o r t s  and reviews wi th-  
i n  t h e  cha in  o f  m i l i t a r y  command of what we now commonly re-
f e r  t o  as t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  o f  
in format ion  by any person who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  such i n -  
formation.  

It i s  n o t  o u r  primary purpose t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
eve ry th ing  t h a t  happened a t  My L a i  i n  March 1968,  a l though 
we do g e t -  i n t o  q u i t e  a b i t  of it. W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  
t c  u s  and w e  have reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  made 
by w i tnes ses  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  My La i  
i n c i d e n t .  Among o t h e r ,  w e  have t h e  i n fo rma t ion  which you 
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gave t h e  CID a t  a p r i o r  t i m e ,  and we have reviewed your  s t a t e -
ment. 

Your t e s t imony  t o d a y  wi 1 1  I)(. ~ i n d ( . ro a t h .  A vt.r-
ba t im r e c o r d  i s  b e i n g  prcparcxl. I rl dcl(1  i L i o n  L o  the. vc>~-l) , ll-i 
r e c o r d  be ing  t a k e n  by tllc r c p o r t c . r ,  we 'lre (llso ~ u a l c i n c l  LI 

r e c o r d i n g .  

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  o u r  r e p o r t  i s  con-
f i d e n t i a l .  However, t h e r e  is  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some o r  a l l  
of  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  g i v e n  may a t  a l a t e r  t i n e  become a m a t t e r  
of p u b l i c  knowledge. W e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  
t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  you g i v e  i n  t h i s  h e a r i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  inc lud-
i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  a s  you 
may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent  j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s -
l a t i v e  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. An example o f  a j u d i c i a l  body 
i s  a c o u r t - m a r t i a l .  I n o t e  t h a t  you a r e  under  t h e  o r d e r  
i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of  
t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y .  Your appearance  and t e s t imony  
h e r e  i n  no  way a f f e c t s  t h e  o r d e r  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  t h a t  
o r d e r .  Fur the rmore ,  your  t e s t i m o n y  h e r e  i s  p e r m i s s i b l e  with-
i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h a t  o r d e r .  By a p p e 3 r i n g  h e r e ,  you a r e  n o t  
i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h a t  o r d e r .  

You a r e  n o t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  s u s p e c t e d  o f  any o f f e n s e  
f o r  which you may be t r i e d ,  b u t  I would l i k e  t o  a d v i s e  you 
anyway c o n c e r n i n g  your  r i g h t s .  F i r s t  of  a l l ,  you need n o t  
make any i n c r i m i n a t o r y  s t a t e m e n t s .  You c o u l d  r e f u s e  t o  an-
s w e r  any such q u e s t i o n s  i f  you though t  your  answer would i n  
any way i n c r i m i n a t e  you. If you f e e l  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  
be r e p r e s e n t e d  by c o u n s e l ,  you a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  have c o u n s e l  
w i t h  you. By c o u n s e l ,  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer .  T h i s  could 
be c i v i l i a n  c o u n s e l  of  your  c h o i c e  employed by you a t  your  
expense .  O r ,  i f  you f e e l  it n e c e s s a r y ,  w e  would p r o v i d e  
you w i t h  a m i l i t a r y  c o u n s e l  a t  no  expense t o  you. You could  
have b o t h  i f  you wish.  Do you u n d e r s t a n d  what I have  t o l d  
you s o  f a r ?  

A. Y e s  sir. 

Q Do you wish t o  employ o r  be r e p r e s e n t e d  by c i v i -
l i a n  c o u n s e l ,  o r  have  m i l i t a r y  c o u n s e l  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  
you? 

A ,  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q .  I f  you s h o u l d  a t  any t i m e ,  you may c e r t a i n l y  do  so* 
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10: I might  add t o  t h a t ,  M r .  I A C I I O S S .  r a t  a n y  t j ~ii(> 

w c  f e c l  t h a t  w c  a r c  g e t t i n g  into an a r e a  w l ~ i c l lw c  Tc.cl may 
p r e j u d i c e  your  p o s i t i o n ,  w e '  11 s o  a d v i s e  you. 

A. A l l  r i g h t .  

Q .  I would l i k e  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  b e s i d e s  m y s e l f ,  w e  have 

o t h e r  p e o p l e  s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  t a b l e  h e r e  t h i s  morning who may 

a d d r e s s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. On my immediate l e f t  is M r .  

MACCRATE. M r .  MACCRATE i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer  who has  volun-  

t e e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  
m e  i n  t h e  conduc t  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  s e r v e  a s  
a l e g a l  c o u n s e l  t o  m e .  On my r i g h t  i s  M r .  WEST, an  a s s i s t a n t  
g e n e r a l  c o u n s e l  t o  t h e  Department of t h e  Army. You have a l -  
r eady  h e a r d  from Colone l  MILLER from t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Judge 
Advocate G e n e r a l .  On h i s  r i g h t  is  C o l o n e l  FRANKLIN who 
comes from t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Deputy Chief  o f  S t a f f  f o r  Oper- 
a t i o n s .  C o l o n e l  WILSON who is  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  The I n s p e c t o r  
G e n e r a l ,  and L i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l  MAHAFFEY. These i n d i v i d u a l s  
have been d e s i g n a t e d  a s  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  m e  and t h e y  may a l s o  
a d d r e s s  q u e s t i o n s .  However, i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  making 
t h e  r e p o r t  and t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i l l  be  my 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

M r .  LACROSS, would you t e l l  us what your  d u t y  
ass ignment  was on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March 1968.  

A. R i g h t .  I had been a s s i g n e d  a s  3d P l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  
C/1/20. 

Q. How l o n g  had you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. I j o i n e d  t h e  company on 26 o r  27 February .  

Q. February?  So you had a b o u t ,  r o u g h l y ,  3 weeks 
w i t h  t h e  p l a t o o n  b e f o r e  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. How much l o n g e r  d i d  you s t a y  w i t h  t h e  p l a t o o n  and 
w i t h  t h e  company.? 

A. W e l l ,  I had 3d P l a t o o n  a l l  t h e  t i m e  I was w i t h  
t h e  company. And, I s t ayed- - I 'm  n o t  s u r e - - I  t h i n k  it w a s  
around t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  J u l y  o r  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  June  I 
had m a l a r i a  and h e p a t i t i s  and I was s e n t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  
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a p e r i o d  o f  6 weeks. Then I went back t o  t h e  company and I 
s t a y e d  w i t h  them t h e  rest of my t i m e .  Excep t ,  when I re-
t u r n e d  from t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  I was i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  a month, 
and t h a t  would t a k e  it t o  sometime i n  August ,  and t h e n  t h e  
CO made me e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r .  So I was i n  t h e  r e a r  u n t i l  
1 December, when I l e f t  c o u n t r y .  

Q .  M r .  LACROSS, a f t e r  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  became a 
matter of  p u b l i c  knowledge th rough  t h e  newspapers ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  
and r a d i o ,  which t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  September 
o r  e a r l y  Oc tober ,  have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody a b o u t  t h i s  w i t h  
t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ?  

A. I had one man, who was w i t h  m e  l a t e r  on who was 
a t  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  who c a l l e d  m e  immedia te ly  when he  
s a w  t h e  p i c t u r e s  i n  t h e  p a p e r  and s a i d ,  "What 's t h i s ? "  I 
t o l d  him I c o u l d n ' t  t a l k  abou t  it. H e  was a n  FO I had a f t e r  
My La i .  H e  j o i n e d  m e  i n  t h e  summer. And, o f  c o u r s e ,  eve ry -
body a s k s  you a b o u t  it.  

Q .  W e l l ,  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  o n l y  t o  p e o p l e  t h a t  may- have 
been a member o f  your  p l a t o o n ,  a member of  t h e  company, o r  
p o s s i b l y  a member of  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ?  

A. No. The on ly  c o n t a c t s  I had i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  w e r e  
p e o p l e  who w e r e  connec ted  w i t h  t h e  C I D ,  and t h e n  t h e  c o r r e s -
pondance t h a t  I r e c e i v e d .  You've g o t  a copy o f  t h e  l e t t e r  
I s e n t  back.  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  t e l l  you b e f o r e  we g e t  on w i t h  
o u t  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h a t  we  have t a l k e d  t o  a l o t  of w i t n e s s e s  
from C h a r l i e  Company, from t h e  l s t ,  2d ,  and 3d P l a t o o n s .  
So, w e  have a p r e t t y  good i d e a  abou t  what t r a n s p i r e d .  We've 
g o t  some g a p s ,  and you c o u l d  be ex t remely  h e l p f u l  t o  us t o  
h e l p  f i l l  i n  t h e s e  gaps ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
3d P l a t o o n .  

Now when d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of t h e  p lanned  oper-
a t i o n  a g a i n s t  Son My v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  it would be t h e  a f t e r n o o n  b e f o r e  when we 
w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  w e  would be g o i n g  o u t .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  f i r s t  
t h i n g  everybody wanted t o  know was where w e  were g o i n g ,  and 
where I h e a r d  it I d o n ' t  know. Tha t  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I 
h e a r d  a b o u t  P i n k v i l l e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a s  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  Pink-
vSLle,  and t h a t  we w e r e  go ing  t h e r e .  I h e a r d  it r e f e r r e d  
t o  p r e v i o u s l y  from t h e  o t h e r  men i n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  what t h e  

4 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-129 



FOR OFFICIAL USF ONLY 

company was t h e n  do ing  and t h a t  they  had t r i e d  t o  g e t  i n  
t h e r e  b e f o r e .  I guess  it would be i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  b e f o r e .  
I t  might  have been a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  day. 

Q . Had you accompanied C h a r l i e  Company on any opera-
t i o n s  p r e v i o u s l y  i n  t h e  Son My, o r  bly La i  , o r  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ?  

A. A l l  w e  had done i s  w e  had come , i n ,  I j o ined  t h e  
company, and t h e  n e x t  day w e  moved i n t o  t h e  f i r e  base .  That  
was D o t t i e .  We conducted d a i l y  p a t r o l s  o u t  t h e r e ,  and,  t h o s e  
w e r e  j u s t  s h o r t  p a t r o l s ,  6,000 o r  7,000 meters. 

Q Who i s s u e d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  you f o r  t h e  opera-
t i o n ?  

A. Cap t a in  MEDINA. 

Q Whom d i d  he have assembled when he i s s u e d  t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. A t  f i r s t ,  it was t h e  whole company, i n  t h e  a f t e r -
noon. I gues s  it w a s  b e f o r e  chow, around 1700,  and t hen  a-
ga in  he c a l l e d  a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r s  i n t o  t h e  t e n t  l a te r  on i n  
t h e  even ing  f o r  a more d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  what was sup-
posed t o  t a k e  p l a c e .  And I b e l i e v e  s e rgean t - - I  a lways  t hough t  
Se rgean t  LOPEZ w a s  my p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  u n t i l  I s t a r t e d  read-
i n g  i n  t h e  pape r .  I t h i n k  he was my p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  a t  t h e  
t i m e  because  he was t h e r e  when I j o ined  them. Okay, s o  he 
came a long  w i t h  m e  because  I d i d n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  abou t  a  
CA o r  any th ing ,  and he was t o  h e l p  f i l l  m e  i n .  

Q .  A l l  r i g h t .  Now t e l l  me abou t  t h e  f i r s t  b r i e f i n g  
t o  a l l  t h e  men i n  t h e  company. What do you remember from 
t h a t  one? 

A. Okay. Cap ta in  MEDINA c a l l e d  us a l l  i n  and asked 
us t o  have everyone e x c e p t  f o r  a minimum amount of  peop l e  
down i n  t h e  a r e a .  W e  had t o  l e a v e  somebody on t h e  bunker .  
I c a n ' t  remember word f o r  word, b u t  I ' l l  t r y  t o  g i v e  you t h e  
g i s t  o f  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  now I ' m  j u s t  a s k i n g  f o r  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  
Iknow I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  you back 2 y e a r s .  S ince  t h i s  
has  become a matter o f  p u b l i c  knowledge, s o  t o  s p e a k ,  you-
probab ly  have many t i m e s  t r i e d  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h i s ,  b u t ,  
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i t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r y  t o  go back t h a t  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e .  
I know t h a t ,  s o  t h i s  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  why i n  many c a s e s  you a r e  
j u s t  go ing  t o  have  t o  g i v e  y o u r  i m p r e s s i o n .  

A.  A l l  r i g h t .  He d e s c r i b e d  what had been happening 
i n  t h e  company i n  t h e  p a s t  month. The most i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  
a t  t h e  t i m e  was t h a t  we had l o s t  11 men i n  t h e  m i n e f i e l d .  
Tha t  was t h e  day b e f o r e  I j o i n e d  t h e  company. And t h e n  t h e  
n e x t  t h i n g  was S e r g e a n t  COX and t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  men who were 
wounded j u s t  1 o r  2  days  p r e v i o u s .  I t  may have been 
4 o r  5 .  I was w i t h  S e r g e a n t  COX and t h e  o t h e r  men 
when t h e  mine went  o f f ,  and I was t h e  o n l y  one t h a t  d i d n ' t  
g e t  d u s t e d - o f f .  So,  I unders tood  what h e  was t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  
and t h a t  w e  had t a k e n  a l o t  o f  c a s u a l t i e s ,  and w e  h a d n ' t  
had  a chance  to--you d o n ' t  want t o  s a y  " g e t  back a t  themw-- 
w e  h a d n ' t  had a chance f o r  any a c t i o n .  N a t u r a l l y ,  when t h e  
men a r e  s h o t  a t  t h e y  want t o  s h o o t  back ,  b u t  i f  t h e y  c a n ' t  
see anybody t o  s h o o t  back a t  i t ' s  a g g r a v a t i n g .  Then t h e  
t h i n g  t h a t  I remember h a s  him t e l l i n g  t h e  company t h a t  w e  
had  t r i e d  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  b e f o r e  and h a d n ' t  succeeded .  
H e  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  w e  would b e  g o i n g  t h e r e  t h e  n e x t  day,  and 
w e  would t r y  and  g e t  i n .  I b e l i e v e  he  s a i d  t h a t  e i t h e r  
t h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  s u p p l y i n g  t h e  VC o r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  f o r c e d  
l a b o r  f o r  t h e  VC and NVA, and t h a t  t h e  VC had comple te  run  
of t h e  a r e a .  The American f o r c e s  o r  South  Vietnamese f o r c e s  
h a d n ' t  been a b l e  t o  h u r t  them a t  a l l .  

Q - Did h e  g i v e  you any i n d i c a t i o n  what  enemy you 
might  e n c o u n t e r  i n  t h e  hamle t?  

A. W e l l ,  n o t  enemy, n o t  t h a t  I remember enemy. He 
d i d  ment ion  b u n k e r s ,  t r e n c h e s ,  and t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  
w e r e  supposed t o  b e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q- Do you remember any d i s c u s s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
48 th  VC B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  d i s c u s s e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  Tha t  was 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  w e  w e r e  a lways a g a i n s t .  They w e r e  always 
s e n d i n g  us  up i n t e l l i g e n c e  s h e e t s  on t h e i r  l o c a t i o n ,  and 
one day t h e y  gave us  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  and I was on t h a t  h i l l ,  
and t h e y  w e r e n ' t  t h e r e .  

Q- Did t h e y  i n d i c a t e  what k i n d  o f  o p p o s i t i o n ?  When 
you  look back ,  w e r e  you e x p e c t i n g  a l o t  o f  p r e t t y  s t r o n g  
o p p o s i t i o n  a s  you went i n ?  
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A. I d i d n ' t  even know what it was y e t  because I j u s t  
jo ined t h e  company, and t h i s  was 3 weeks l a t e r .  I ' d  
never been on a CA. Everybody p i c t u r e s  a C A I  I guess t h e  
way I d i d .  That  you land  and you come o f f  shoot ing .  I mean, 
t h a t ' s  what I expected t o  s ee  when I g o t  o f f  t h e  s h i p ,  when 
I g o t  i n t o  Vietnam. And, of cou r se ,  I d i d n ' t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  
what I expected when I go t  on t h i s  CA. They t o l d  us t h a t  
they would c a l l  back and l e t  us know i f  they had any c o n t a c t  
when they landed.  I was t h e  ground c o n t a c t  on t h e  l as t  l i f t ,  
and he d i d n ' t  c a l l  me and say anything.  

Q Now, g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  t i m e  when Captain  MEDINA as-
sembled t h e  p l a toon  commanders and t h e  s e n i o r  noncommissioned 
o f f i c e r s .  What d i d  he t e l l  you a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  he r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  say very much. W e  j u s t  
went i n  t h e r e  and w e  w e r e  t a lk ing- -"BSt ing"  a s  u s u a l ,  and 
he t o l d  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY t o  go o u t  and g e t  a .50 c a l i b e r  
machinegun b a r r e l .  He desc r ibed  it t o  him because he t o l d  
CALLEY t h a t  he wouldn ' t  know wha t  it looked l i k e  i f  he d i d n ' t  
d e s c r i b e  it. H e  brought  it i n  and we s a t  down and he s a i d ,  
"Al l  r i g h t ,  now l e t ' s  g e t  down t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n " .  H e  looked 
a t  me r i g h t  away and s a i d  "You d o n ' t  even know what a CA i s ,  
do you?" And, I s a i d ,  "No, I d o n ' t . "  And, he s a i d ,  "Well,  
he re  we go aga in .  I t ' s  t h e  same o l d  s t o r y . "  The company 
i t s e l f  had j u s t  l e a rned  n o t  t o o  long  be fo re  what a CA was. 
So they  t r i e d  t o  desc ' r ibe  it t o  m e ;  how a l i f t  works and 
how many men on a l i f t ,  and what t h e  loads  were f o r  each 
sh ip .  So, then  they broke down t h e  company. W e  c o u l d n ' t  
main ta in  p l a toons  o r  squads ,  mainly because we had t o  s p l i t  
my p l a toon  up w i t h  ano the r  p l a toon .  But t hey  went i n  on 
t h e  second l i f t ,  and when I landed they  were supposed t o  
come back w i t h  m e .  H e  p inpo in t ed  t h e  s p o t  on t h e  map, o r  
t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  where w e  hoped t o  set down. W e  d i d n ' t  
have any problems a t  a l l .  He t o l d  us what t ime we'd be 
leav ing .  I b e l i e v e ,  he gave us t h e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  we'd 
be moving towards,  t h e  l a r g e r  pink a r e a  from My Lai  ( 4 )  , t o -
wards t h a t .  Of cou r se ,  he went through t h e  u s u a l  t h i n g  
about how much ammunition we should  c a r r y .  I t  w a s  s o r t  of 
SOP a f t e r  whi le .  H e  d i d n ' t  bo the r  wi th  t h a t .  H e  j u s t  check-
ed t o  make s u r e  i f  t h e r e  were any changes,  and t h a t  we  
s h o u l d n ' t  t a k e  f l a c k  j a c k e t s  o r  we should .  

Q. What d i d  he t e l l  you t h a t  day about  ammunition? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  any th ing  o t h e r  t han  t o  make s u r e  
your men have p l e n t y  of ammunition. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
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company SOP.  No one e v e r  t o l d  me t h e  SOP f o r  how much arnmu-
n i t i o n  t o  have. I j u s t  set what I thought  w a s  r i g h t  f o r  my 
p l a t o o n .  

Q. Did he t e l l  you abou t  any th ing  t o  do i n  t e rms  of  
d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  houses  o r  what you were t o  do i n  t h e  hamlet?  

A. Not o t h e r  t h a n  w e  w e r e  go ing  t o  s e a r c h  and pro-
bab ly  burn  a l o t .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I can say  abou t  t h a t .  

Q Did he  s ay  any th ing  abou t  t h e  an ima l s ,  t h e  l i v e -
s t o c k ?  

A .  I t h i n k  t h e  o r d e r  was t o  d e s t r o y  l i v e s t o c k  be-
cause  t h e y  w e r e  b e i n g  used t o  supply  t h e  VC. 

Q Was t h e r e  any mention made abou t  c rops?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q. How about  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ?  

A. Negat ive .  What w e  always d i d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  he 
always wanted them a l l  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  and b r i n g  them down 
t o  him because  he had t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and we  ' d  j u s t  send a 
f e w  men down w i t h  them, and everybody would move back t o  
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n s .  They'd t a l k  t o  them and i n t e r r o -
g a t e  them. 

Q Were you under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  you were going 
t o  see a l o t  o f  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h a t  day?  

A. I w a s  under  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  we 'd  r e c e i v e  a 
l o t  more f i r e  t h a n  see c i v i l i a n s .  A s  u s u a l l y  is  t h e  case, when 
w e  move i n t o  an a r e a .  I f  they  a r e  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  and 
such ,  and you come i n ,  t h e y  t a k e  o f f .  They a r e n  't go ing  t o  
w a i t  a round.  They d o n ' t  want t o  s e e  any t r o u b l e .  So, t h i s  
is  what I expec t ed  from t h e  way t hey  t a l k e d .  We'd l and  and 
t h e  f i e l d s  would be empty, and we'd s t a r t  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  and 
w e  would go from there. 

Q .  On t h e  day o f  t h e  1 5 t h ,  do you r e c a l l  a memorial 
s e r v i c e  be i ng  conducted?  

A .. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I a t t e n d e d  t h e  Cath-
o l i c  s e r v i c e ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a P r o t e s t a n t  s e r v i c e  
a l s o .  I remember Cap ta in  MEDINA was a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  w i t h  me, 
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and I remember about 20 men from the  company. I t  was con-
ducted for--wait  a minute--I b e l i e v e  it was conducted f o r  
Sergeant  COX and t h e  o t h e r  men who had been h u r t  t h e  day 
before .  Then I a l s o  remember another  s e r v i c e  t h a t  we had 
i n  the  monastery a s h o r t  ways from t h c r e .  A n d ,  thosc  two T 
confuse .  1 c a n '  t s a y  I o r  s u r c b  wllo L11; l t  n l c \ lnor - i  '11 sc>rvic-c>w , ~ : ;  
f o r .  I s e e m  t o  rcmembcr '1 second sc?rvicc. bc:causc~ t 1 l c . r ~ .  wc>t- ( ,  
two of them t h a t  I do remcmbcr. 

Q A f t e r  you had rece ived  a l l  your i n s t r u c t i o n s  as 
t o  t he  company, your s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  what was your 
g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  o r  f e e l i n g  a s  t o  what was going t o  happen? 

A. Well, l i k e  I say ,  my e x p e c t a t i o n  were t h a t  we'd 
go i n  t h e r e  and people  would c u t  o u t  and we would r e c e i v e  a 
l o t  of a c t i v i t y .  I f i g u r e d  what would happen i s  we'd pro-
bably t a k e  ou r  s h a r e  of c a s u a l t i e s ,  and we might g e t  some 
k i l l s  of ou r  own. 

Q. Were t h e  men apprehensive? 

A. D e f i n i t e l y .  They always were be fo re  a  CAI  be-
cause it was d i f f e r e n t  when you walked i n t o  an a r e a  and when 
you land  i n  an a r e a .  They were d e f i n i t e l y  apprehensive.  

Q - One p a r t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  undoubtedly covered,  which 
you d i d  n o t  mention, had t o  do wi th  t he  assignment of p la -
toon miss ions .  

A.  Right  s ir .  I can go through t h a t .  

Q. Yes. 

Q.  He gave us an o r d e r  f o r  l i f t s .  I was t h e  l a s t  
one. I was t h i n k i n g  of t h i s  t he  o t h e r  day,  and I c a n ' t  r e -
member i f  it was BROOKS o r  CALLEY who went f i r s t .  I ' m  s u r e  
somebody must have t o l d  you by now. When we landed i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  CALLEY's p l a toon  was supposed t o  go--they were sup-
posed t o  l a n d  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and go t o  t h e  
e a s t .  L i eu t enan t  BROOKS was supposed t o  l and  i n  t h e  nor th-
e a s t .  There was another  a r e a  t h a t  we were supposed t o  land 
i n  and s e c u r e  t h e  LZ u n t i l  it was t ime f o r  my p l a toon .  That 
w a s  t h e  o r d e r  of movement. But ,  now, I c a n ' t  remember i f  
CALLEY o r  BROOKS landed f i r s t  o r  second.  I b e l i e v e  Lieu te -
nan t  CALLEY landed f i r s t .  Like I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t h i s  was new 
t o  me, and I d i d n ' t  even know what 1 2  o ' c l o c k  w a s ,  and 9 
o ' c l o c k ,  when they f i r s t  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  about  it. 
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MR WEST: M r .  LACROSS, go ing  back t o  t h e  mee t ing  of  t h e  p l a -
toon  l e a d e r s  and p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s ,  we had a n o t h e r  w i t n e s s  
say  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  mee t ing  one o f  t h e  s e r g e a n t s  asked for 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between s e a r c h  and c l e a r  
and s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  m i s s i o n s .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  up t o  t h i s  
t i m e  C h a r l i e  Company on ly  had s e a r c h  and c l e a r  m i s s i o n s  and 
t h a t  t h i s  would be t h e  f i r s t  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  Do you r e -
c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I t  might  have been S e r g e a n t  LOPEZ t h a t  a sked  about  
t h a t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  s ay .  I f  I had t o  s a y ,  t h a t ' s  who I ' d  say 
t h a t  had t o  ask  t h a t .  

Q . YOU don '  t remember? 

A.  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q .  When you at tended--you s a i d  you a t t e n d e d  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  s e r v i c e s  o r  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e .  Do you r e m e m -
b e r  t h e  name of  t h e  c h a p l a i n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I can  g i v e  you who it might  have  been.  
Major KISSINGER was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  c h a p l a i n ,  and t h e n  he be-
came t h e  b r i g a d e  c h a p l a i n ,  and I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i f  you con-
t a c t  him, he  would know who was up t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q Is he t h e  C a t h o l i c  c h a p l a i n ?  

A. No, he was t h e  P r o t e s t a n t ,  o r  Method i s t .  

COL MILLER: A t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  were you g i v e n  any i n d i c a t i o n  
a s  t o  how l o n g  you might  have t o  be i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. W e  a lways-- the o n l y  way we knew--usual ly it was 
a  l o n g  t i m e .  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  from p r e v i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  be-
c a u s e  I w a s n ' t  t h e r e  b e f o r e .  B u t ,  w e  w e r e  a lways  o u t ,  30  or 
60 days .  And, we  took- - I  c a n ' t  remember how many meals  of 
C ' s ,  b u t  I remember t h e r e  were a l o t  of  meals  of  C ' s  because 
w e  c o u l d n ' t  e x p e c t  t o  be s u p p l i e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  So, when we 
f i r s t  went i n  t h e  f i e l d  w e  always would have t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 
r e s u p p l y  r o u t i n e  and we would make s u r e  we  had enough C-ra-
t i o n s  t o  g e t  by u n t i l  we  t o o k  a  f u l l  l o a d  a s  u s u a l .  

Q - For  how many days?  

A. Usua l ly  you, c o u l d  p l a n  on t a k i n g  9 t o  1 2  meals .  
T h a t ' s  supposed t o  l a s t  you 3 t o  4 days .  I 
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COL FRANKLIN: M r .  LACROSS, do you r e c a l l  any th ing  being 
s a i d  about l e a f l e t  drops o r  loud speakers  over  t h e  a r e a  i n  
r e f e rence  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  L remember--this brj nqs t o  mind 
something t h a t  1 remember say ing .  llc said t 1 i c t t  we woulcl 
have a i r  ccbe r ,  gunships ,  and t h a t  was i t .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  about  t he  c i v i l i a n s  leav-  
i n g  t o  go t o  market a t  a c e r t a i n  time? 

A. Negative.  The only t h i n g  I knew about  c i v i l i a n s  
movement was what I was t o l d  when I f i r s t  jo ined  t h e  company. 
That was t h a t  we needed a p o l i c y  f o r  n igh t t ime  ambushes, 
and anybody who moved a f t e r  1930 o r  be fo re  0600 i n  t he  morn-
ing  were cons idered  enemy. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  about a l l  t h e  men be ing
VC, and a l l  t h e  women w i l l  wear packs ,  and a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
w i l l  grow up t o  be VC? 

A. I remember j u s t  what I s a i d .  This was my impres-
s i o n ,  a g a i n ,  t h a t  t h e s e  people  w e r e  he lp ing  t h e  VC, e i t h e r  
fo rced  l a b o r ,  o r  vo lun ta ry  l a b o r ,  t o  resupply  them and keep 
them i n  shape. 

Q . You're an o f f i c e r ,  b u t  f o r  a s o l d i e r ,  a f t e r  t h i s  
b r i e f i n g ,  would it have been a normal r e a c t i o n  of t h i s  man 
f o r  him t o  t h i n k  t h a t  when he goes i n  t h e r e  everybody i s  
going t o  be a bad guy? 

A. T h a t ' s  something s i m i l a r  t o  what I had,  t oo .  I 
p u t  myself i n  t h e  p l a c e  of L ieu t enan t  CALLEY. I f  I had been 
on a CA b e f o r e ,  I would have been t h e  f i r s t  one t o  go. And, 
I ' v e  wondered--this i s  what I s topped t o  think--would I have 
had people  l i n e d  up and brought  t o  t h e  " o l d  man?" Would I 
have j u s t  l e f t  them t h e r e ?  Would I have burned the  hootches  
when I went through? What would I have done? And, I don ' t - -
I mean, i t ' s  a lmost  imposs ib le  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  you could j u s t  
l i n e  up a bunch of people  and shoot  them l i k e  t hey  would a l l  
be bad, o r  t h e  enemy. I t  never  happened b e f o r e  t h a t  and we 
never  had any t r o u b l e  a f t e r  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  f o r  
one i n s t a n c e  people  would have thought  t h a t  everybody was 
t h e  enemy. The t h i n g  was t h a t  when you g o t  a new man i n  t h e  
company, you t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  enemy--you t e l l  him t h a t  you 
d o n ' t  know t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  f i r s t  of  a l l .  I f  you g e t  f i r e d  
a t ,  t h e y ' r e  t h e  enemy. And i f  you don ' t  g e t  f i r e d  a t  you 
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have t o  l e t  them go. The re ' s  no th ing  you can do about  it. 
I f  t h e y ' r e  s u s p i c i o u s ,  check them o u t .  

Q Well,  I ' m  concerned s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  some of  t h e  
w i tnes ses  have t o l d  us t h a t  they j u s t  d i d n ' t  expec t  t o  see  
any. They were psyched up, i s  t h e  word they used ,  and t h a t  
because they  w e r e  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  they were going t o  have t h i s  
b i g  f i g h t  t h a t  you mentioned--that  everybody i n  t h e r e  would 
be an enemy. Is t h i s  a reasonable  t h i n g  which t h e s e  o t h e r  
w i tnes ses  have t o l d  us?  

A. Well, f o r  me, o f ,  no, it w a s n ' t  r ea sonab le .  But,  
f o r  some o t h e r  men it might be.  These o t h e r  people  were i n  
d i f f e r e n t  c i rcumstances  than  I was, t o o .  The men t h a t  were 
k i l l e d  over  t he  pe r iod  of the  l a s t  2 weeks were c l o s e  
f r i e n d s  of t h e s e  people  they shared water  w i t h ,  people  whom 
they t a l k e d  about t h e i r  f o l k s  wi th .  I d i d n ' t  know t h e s e  men 
who g o t  k i l l e d .  I ' d  been wi th  t h e  company a m a t t e r  of l e s s  
t han  2 weeks. I d i d n ' t  have any pe r sona l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  
I c o u l d n ' t  have been a s  psyched up a s  they probably could 
have been. L a t e r  on,  say l a t e r  on t h a t  summer, i f  a man 
would have been k i l l e d .  I could have probably been i n  t h e  
same cond i t i on  a s  they were i n .  

Q .  Was t h e  f e e l i n g  imparted by Captain  MEDINA t h a t  
he d i d  t a l k  about  a l l  t h e  men you l o s t ?  Was t h e r e  any--
we've heard  t h e  word--revenge? Could t h a t  have come a c r o s s ,  
"We're going t o  g e t  revenge"? 

A. That  impress ion could d e f i n i t e l y ,  I won't  say f o r  
c e r t a i n ,  b u t  t h a t  impress ion could have d e f i n i t e l y  been con-
veyed. 

COL WILSON: O n  t h e  b a s i s  of t he  b r i e f i n g  v e r s u s  t h e  re l i -
g ious  ceremony--memorial ceremony p o s s i b l y ,  do you remember 
Major CAREY? Does t h a t  name mean anyth ing  t o  you? 

A. I ' v e  heard  t h e  name. I c o u l d n ' t  say who it was. 
Major CALHOUN is t h e  on ly  one from Task Force Barker t h a t  
I remember. Major CAREY d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  name, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  
p i c t u r e  him. 

Q The C Company morning r e p o r t  shows t h a t  Sergeant  
COX was k i l l e d  on 1 4  March. T h a t ' s  2 days b e f o r e  t h e  oper-
a t i o n .  Could t h a t  have been a r e l i g i o u s  ceremony or  some 
comment t h a t  Captain  MEDINA made t h a t  day on t h e  15 th?  
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A. No. W e  d i d  have a ceremony. And, l i k e  a lways ,  
Cap ta in  MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  w e  h a d n ' t  had a c h a p l a i n  o u t  f o r  a  
long  t i m e .  W e  had l o s t  a l o t  of  p e o p l e  and i t ' s  a b o u t  t ime 

a w e  g o t  a c h a p l a i n  o u t  h e r e .  T h a t ' s  u s u a l l y  when we  g e t  them, 
a f t e r  w e  l o s t  some men. It  j u s t  seemed t o  do something t o  
t h e  peop le  i f  t h e y  cou ld  a t t e n d  t h e  s e r v i c e .  I n  some c a s e s ,  
i f  w e  on ly  g o t  one ,  whether  he was C a t h o l i c  o r  P r o t e s t a n t ,  
it d i d n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e .  The whole company t r i e d  t o  
a t t e n d .  I f  w e  had s e c u r i t y  and everybody a t t e n d e d ,  t h o s e  men 
who w e r e  l o s t  a t  t h e  l a s t  s e r v i c e  w e  had a t t e n d e d  w e r e  always 
mentioned.  

10: A f t e r  t h e  , o r d e r s  w e r e  i s s u e d ,  and t h e  men obvious-
l y  w e r e  t o  g e t  i n  shape  t o  go on t h i s  a s s a u l t ,  what was t h e i r  
c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  even ing?  Were many o f  them d r i n k i n g  t h a t  
n i g h t ?  

A. The e v e n i n g  b e f o r e ?  

Q Yes? 

A. I b e l i e v e  i n  my p l a t o o n  I had one bunker t h a t  
t h e  men d rank  h e a v i l y .  During t h e  n i g h t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  s e e m  
t o  be any problem. The n e x t  morning I had t o  go  down and 
wake s o m e  o f  them up p e r s o n a l l y ,  because  t h e y  t r i e d  t o  con-
t a c t  them on t h e  r a d i o ,  and t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  a r e s p o n s e .  
Now, I ' m  a second  l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  j u s t  g o t  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  
and h e ' s  n o t  t o o  s h a r p ,  and t h a t  was my c a s e .  I would go 
down t h e r e  and r o u s t  them o u t  and g i v e  them a good tongue 
l a s h i n g ,  and t h \ a t 1 s  a s  f a r  a s  it went .  Then w e  a l l  s t a r t -
e d  g a t h e r i n g  up by t h e  p l a t o o n  a r e a  where I had my p l a t o o n  
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

Q .  How many squads  d i d  you have i n  your  p l a t o o n ?  

A. I had t h r e e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q .  What was t h e  s t r e n g t h  of your  p l a t o o n ?  D o  you re-
c a l l ?  

A. I c a n ' t  s a y  f o r  c e r t a i n .  My p l a t o o n  r a n  between 
27 and 33, I would s a y  it was p r o b a b l y  32 t o  35, a n y p l a c e  i n  
t h e r e ,  f o r  t h e  whole p l a t o o n ,  c o u n t i n g  my h e a d q u a r t e r s  group.  

Q D o  you k n m  o f  any p e o p l e  i n  your  p l a t o o n  who 
used m a r i j u a n a  o r  any o t h e r  form o f  d r u g s  o r  n a r c o t i c s ?  
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A. I have n e v e r  been a b l e  t o  s m e l l  m a r i j u a n a .  One 
t ime I p icked  some o f f  t h e  f l o o r  i n  t h e  m e s s  h a l l  t h a t  one of 
t h e  KP's had dropped.  H e  w a s n ' t  even i n  my company. But ,  I 
d i d n ' t  even know what it was. So, I never- - I  knew t h a t  some 
of them must be smoking it, because  sometimes t h e y  d i d n ' t  
have a n y t h i n g  t o  d r i n k  and t h e y  were a c t i n g  drunk.  S i n c e  I * 
came back ,  t h i s  one f r i e n d  t h a t  l i v e s  n e a r  me--he had been 
t o  my p l a c e  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  one weekend i n  t h e  f a l l - - h e  asked  
m e  i f  I had e v e r  been on p i l l s  o r  a n y t h i n g ,  o r  m a r i j u a n a .  
I s a i d ,  "No." And, he s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p l a t o o n  t h o u g h t  I had 
been ,  because  when I w a s  s i c k  w i t h  m a l a r i a ,  I was runn ing  
a f e v e r ,  and I w o u l d n ' t  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  anybody, and I ' d  y e l l  
a t  them and e v e r y t h i n g .  And, s o  I asked him what a b o u t  t h e  
rest o f  t h e  p l a t o o n .  And, I s a i d ,  "Did you o r  GLIMPSE o r  
anyone smoke?" And, he s a i d ,  "Come on ,  y o u ' r e  f o o l i n g  m e .  " 
Like  I s h o u l d  know everybody smoked m a r i j u a n a .  I can  r e m e m -
b e r  a  c o u p l e  of  men g e t t i n g  h i g h  on Darvon 6 5 ' s .  T h a t ' s  
j u s t  what I imagined what it was. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it was 
m a r i j u a n a .  I n e v e r  saw it o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e .  I never  saw 
anybody buy it. But ,  s i n c e  he t e l l s  m e ,  I do remember a few 
i n s t a n c e s  where p e o p l e  were drunk.  I would s t r o n g l y  s u s p e c t  
t h a t  some p e o p l e  i n  my p l a t o o n  were smoking it. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether  you had any o f  them--be-
s i d e s  from t h e  bunker  where they  had over-imbibed--were 
t h e r e  any o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  i n  s o r t  of  groggy c o n d i t i o n s ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did you have an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n s p e c t  your  p l a -
t o o n  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g - b e f o r e  you went on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e  had an  o p p o r t u n i t y .  I went around and checked 
f o r  g e a r  t o  see w e  had r o p e s ,  f l a s h l i g h t s  f o r  t u n n e l s ,  i f  
everybody had-- if  t h e  machineguns had t h e i r  ammunition. I 
went th rough  my a r e a ,  and I had t h e  squad l e a d e r s  go through 
t h e i r  areas t o  make s u r e  they  d i d n ' t  l e a v e  a n y t h i n g  beh ind .  
Tha t  was t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  t r i c k ,  t o  l e a v e  h a l f  of  it behind 
and t h e n  r e o r d e r  it a f t e r  t h e y  g o t  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q. When you went th rough  t h e  p l a t o o n  d i d  t h e y  a l l  
s e e m  t o  b e  i n  good shape?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e y  weren ' t i n  any worse shape  t h a n  I ' d  
seen  them a l o t  of  mornings.  They w e r e  t i r e d  and s c a r e d ,  
l i k e  I s a i d  b e f o r e .  And everybody wanted t o  know when w e  
w e r e  go ing ,  t o  g e t  g o i n g ,  and t h e  u s u a l  b i t c h i n g  you h e a r  
from G I ' s .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  f u n c t i o n .  
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Q Nobody was souped-up t h e n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I saw. 

Q* M r .  LACROSS, I have h e r e  an a e r i a l  p h o t o  o f  My
~ a i( 4 )  , j u s t  t o  o r i e n t  you h e r e .  

(The I0 o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  t o  ~ x h i b i tP-1.) 

D o  you r e c a i i  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  v i i l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Would you i n d i c a t e  t o  u s  now where t h e  LZ was w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Then go ahead and d e s c r i b e  t h e  oper -
a t i o n  t h a t  you p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n .  You can t a k e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
from s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h  and t h e n  when you f i n i s h  we'd l i k e  t o  
ask you some q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  i t .  A l s o ,  you can  mark on t h i s  
map. A f t e r w a r d s ,  I w i l l  have  one o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  s i t  down 
wi th  you and make a c l e a r  map s o  t h a t  i t  c a n  b e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r e c o r d  a s  a n  e x h i b i t .  

A. Okay. When w e  l a n d e d  we were no more t h a n  75 
meters o u t  from t h e  wood l i n e  i n  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Would you s o  mark t h a t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  what  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t .  I know how 
c l o s e  I was t o  it. I t  l o o k s  a l o t  b i g g e r  t h a n  what it seems 
now. 

Q. T h i s  v i l l a g e  i s  a l i t t l e  more t h a n  400  meters 
a c r o s s ,  eas t  t o  w e s t .  One i n c h  on t h i s  map w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  
about  75 t o  8 0  meters. So,  t h a t ' l l  g i v e  you an  i d e a .  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  There  was a n o t h e r  v i l l a g e ,  o r  v i l l a g e  
a r e a ,  o r  a s m a l l  b u i l d i n g  complex s i t t i n g  on an i s l a n d  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  o f  i t .  I t  must b e  t h i s  one up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. Yes? 

A. Okay. W e  c o u l d  see t h a t  from where we l a n d e d ,  
and w e  w e r e  o n l y  75 meters, o r  s o ,  o f f  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q J u s t  draw a c i rc le  where you t h i n k  t h e  LZ was. 
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(The w i t n e s s  marked on E x h i b i t  P-1 a s  r e q u e s t e d .  
The a e r i a l  pho to  w i t h  a n n o t a t i o n s  was l a t e r  r e c e i v e d  i n  e v i -  
dence  a s  E x h i b i t  P-157.) 

A.  W e  w e r e  t h e  l a s t  ones  t o  l a n d ,  and t h i s  i s  abou t  
where w e  l a n d e d ,  and I was on t h e  l a s t  l i f t .  Some of my men 
were a l r e a d y  o u t  i n  h e r e ,  around t h e  L Z ,  s e c u r i n g  t h e  LZ. 
r a n  o f f  t h e  chopper  w i t h  my peop le  and I r a n  t h e  wrong way. 
And, t h e  " o l d  man" c a l l e d  me and t o l d  m e  t o  go t h e  o t h e r  way 
and f i l l  i n  t h e  empty s i d e  o f  t h i s  LZ. W e  s a t  t h e r e  and we 
c o u l d  h e a r  them f i r i n g  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The n e x t  t h i n g  
he d i d  he c a l l e d  m e  and t o l d  m e  t h a t  one of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t s  had popped smoke down i n  t h i s  end of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
it was supposed t o  be marking t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  a  weapon, and 
t h a t  we w e r e  supposed t o  go down t h e r e  and p i c k  it up. That  
was down h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e .  I t  was t h i s  causeway, t h i s  t r a i l  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  It  was v e r y  h igh  and I b e l i e v e  it was g r e e n  
r ice i n  t h e r e .  I t  c o u l d  have been r i c e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  s a y  
f o r  s u r e .  I t  was r e a l  deep and it was w e t .  So,  one o f  t h e  
men t h a t  you had i n  h e r e  t o d a y ,  J o e  GRIMES and a guy named 
DELPOME, and MACDONALD , and TERRY, and I b e l i e v e  DOHERTY--
I j u s t  p i c k e d  up some men from t h e  p e r i m e t e r  and w e  s t a r t e d  
t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  W e  were a l l  s p r e a d  o u t  and w e  moved 
down t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  By t h e  t i m e  w e  g o t  down h e r e  
t h e  smoke had a b o u t  burned o u t .  W e  c o n t i n u e d  g o i n g  and I 
though t  he wanted us  back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t ' s  why we 
h u r r i e d  down. Some of  t h e  men t h a t  looked o v e r  h e r e  d i d n ' t  
f i n d  t h e  weapon, and TERRY was one of them, and I b e l i e v e  
DOHERTY was one .  They d i d n ' t  f i n d  a n y t h i n g .  They waved 
back t o  m e  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  f i n d  it. I c a l l e d  t h e  " o l d  man" 
and I t o l d  him w e  w e r e  go ing  t o  move back up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
I t h o u g h t  he  wanted us back up h e r e ,  o t h e r w i s e  w e  would have 
s t a y e d  and k e p t  look ing .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no b i g  hur ry  
and t o  keep l o o k i n g  u n t i l  you f i n d  t h a t  weapon, t h a t  w e  have 
g o t  t o  have  it. So, w e  k e p t  l o o k i n g  around and TERRY p icked  
it up, and it was a c a r b i n e  M - 1 .  I t h i n k  it was an M - 1 .  I t  
might  have  been an M - 2 .  Then w e  s t a r t e d  moving back up h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) . W e  g o t  back h e r e  t o  t h e  rest of  t h e  p l a t o o n .  
I t  w a s n ' t  v e r y  much l o n g e r  and he t o l d  us  t o  g e t  up and s t a r t  
moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  A s  I u n d e r s t o o d ,  t h e  a c c e s s  road  
was from w e s t  t o  e a s t  t h r o u a h  t h e  v i l l a a e .  We went i n  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) . c o n s e q u e n t l y J 1  b e l i e v e d  iyr i g h t  f l a n k  t o  be 
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  W e  had t h e s e  PRC-6 r a d i o s  and w e  w e r e n ' t  
g e t - t i n g  a  whole l o t  of  good communication w i t h i n  t h e  p l a t o o n .  
The 2 5  s w e r e  g e t t i n g  good communication w i t h  t h e  CO. So, 
I ' d  c a l l  them and I w o u l d n ' t  g e t  any answer ,  and t h e y ' d  c a l l  
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m e  back and I w a s n ' t  h e a r i n g  them, and t h i s  went on and on 
most of t h e  morning. W e  s t a r t e d  moving i n  h e r e  on t h i s  edge 
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Mysel f ,  GLIMPSE who was my RTO, 
and t h a t ' s  a l l  I remember, j u s t  he and I moved down th rough  
t h e  v i l l a g e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  The " o l d  man" was s t i l l  back 
h e r e  beh ind  us  a t  t h e  t i m e .  My l e f t  f l a n k  would have been 
r i g h t  h e r e  on t h e  o u t e r  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I 
ended up mos t ly  walking a long  t h e  edge of t h i s  v i l l a g e .  I 
s topped  h e r e  o r  maybe h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , and w a i t e d .  The 
o l d  man c a l l e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a b o u t  t h i s  
f a r  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and passed  t h e  word t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  men, 
women and c h i l d r e n ,  and t o  burn  t h e  h o o t c h e s .  C o l l e c t  a l l  
i n h a b i t a n t s  and burn  t h e  hoo tches .  So, I b e l i e v e  I passed  
t h e  word. I b e l i e v e  I g o t  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  everybody t o  do 
what t h e  " o l d  man" had t o l d  m e .  W e  k e p t  on moving. I saw 
abou t  seven o r  e i g h t  b o d i e s ,  I g u e s s ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was where .it was. There was 
a t r a i l  th rough  t h e r e  on t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  might  
have been h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And, eve ry  once and a w h i l e  
we'd g e t  s c a r e d  because  t h e  bamboo was b u r n i n g ,  and t h i s  was 
my f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e  bamboo b u r n i n g  would pop,  and s o  
w e  though t  it might  be f i r e .  Every once i n  a w h i l e  we'd g e t  
a l i t t l e  s c a r e d .  We w e r e  r i g h t  i n  abou t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  when 
t h e r e  w e r e  a t  l e a s t  1 8 ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e y  were men, t h e y  had 
t h e  w h i t e  h a t s  o n ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  i f - - l i k e  I s a y ,  t h e  
r i c e  was s o  h i g h ,  w e  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  i f  t h e y  had weapons. They 
w e r e  c a r r y i n g  something,  and t h e y  w e r e  moving. I b e l i e v e  it 
would be something l i k e  t h i s  a l o n g  t h i s  d i k e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
So I wanted t o  c a l l  L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS o v e r  h e r e  and t e l l  him 
t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  were moving around i n  h i s  a r e a  s o  he  c o u l d  
check them o u t .  I remember I cou ldn '  t g e t  communications s o  
I c a l l e d  the o l d  man and t r i e d  t o  t e l l  him, and I c o u l d n ' t  
g e t  him. These p e o p l e  w e r e  moving p r e t t y  f a s t .  They w e r e n ' t  
runn ing ,  b u t  t h a t  " c h o g g i e - t r o t "  t h a t  they  have.  So,  I s t a r t -
e d  back around h e r e  t o  g e t  back t o  t h e  " o l d  man" and t e l l  him 
by v o i c e .  It  would be t o o  la te  t o  i n t e r c e p t  them, b u t  I 
wanted him t o  know s o  he cou ld  c a l l  L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS t o  t e l l  
him t h a t  i f  t h e y  w e r e  enemy t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  come i n  on him from 
t h e  back. So my RTO and myself took a main t r a i l  th rough  
t h e  v i l l a g e  t h i s  way, and I s a w  a n o t h e r  10 o r  12  peop le  l ay -
i n g  h e r e  on t h i s  main t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I worked on back 
toward t h e  CO, and t h i s  i s  where I found him, and I t o l d  
him what had happened and he s a i d ,  "Okay, I ' l l  c a l l  and t e l l  
him. " 

Q Mark where you r a n  a c r o s s  C a p t a i n  MEDINA. 
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A. Th is  again--see ,  t o  me t h i s  v i l l a g e  i s  t o o  wide. 
~ ' dsay it was probably way over  here  on t h e  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  There w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  a  main t r a i l  through.  This 
t h i n g  came l i k e  t h i s  and t h i s  t r i a l  goes a l l  t h e  way through.  
So Captain  MEDINA and I probably met r i g h t  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
I t o l d  him about  t h e  people and he s a i d  t o  go on back over  
t o  my s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  So I walked back th rough .  Like 
t h e  c o l o n e l  s a i d ,  i t ' s  hard  t o  t e l l ,  b u t  I t h i n k  we went 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  about 0800 o r  so .  We were t h e  l a s t  ones 
t o  walk i n .  And t h e r e  was a l o t  of w a i t i n g  and s topp ing  
and going.  I passed  t h e  word t o  s t o p  o r  slow down, j u s t  
do a good job o f  s ea rch ing .  A l l  w e  wanted was t o  be thorough 
i n  t h e  s e a r c h .  So we k e p t  on moving and we g o t  o u t  t o  t h e  
end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t h i n k  we walked o u t  t h e  end of  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  This  i s  where I r ece ived  word t o  s i t  down. I wanted 
t o  g e t  o u t  from t h e  v i l l a g e  a  ways, and t h i s  i s  where 
we s a t  down ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  We no more than  s a t  down and 
we had t o  go. Someone s a i d ,  "Did you look i n  t h i s  d i t c h  
he re?"  I walked over  t o  t h e  d i t c h .  DOHERTY t o l d  m e  
t h a t  I b e l i e v e .  I looked,  and t h e r e  was a l o t  of  blood i n  
t h e  wate r .  I saw about s i x  o r  e i g h t  bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h  he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  So t h e  "o ld  man" c a l l e d  a l l  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  
t o  come back.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he asked t o  see t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  
He may have. H e  d i d  t h a t  q u i t e  o f t e n .  So we moved. 
I moved back some p l ace  i n  h e r e .  I t  was i n  t h i s  co rne r  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  The CO wanted t o  know what weapons 

w e  g o t  and t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  T h a t ' s  what I remember. 
Then he t o l d  us how we ' d move o u t  from t h i s  a r e a .  I 
t h i n k  he t o l d  us t o  go toward My Lai  ( 5 ) .  I remember 
somebody ment ioning,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  was 
t h e  t i m e  t h a t  i t  was mentioned, t h a t  somebody s a i d  t h a t  
t h i s  was t h e  t ime t h a t  i t  was mentioned, t h a t  somebody 
s a i d  t h a t  he  saw a  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d  on t h i s  h i l l  t o p ,  
t h a t ' s  H i l l  85,  and p ick  up a  mortar  t ube .  I saw a  h e l i c o p t e r  
l and ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know what they picked up. This  was 
t h e  l i t t l e  one,  t h e  UH-13, t h e  one wi th  a  bubble top .  Then 
he  t o l d  us t o  go back and have chow. I t h i n k  I a t e  
a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and I a t e  it r i g h t  t h e r e  wi th  him. . Then 
I went back t o  t h e  p l a toon .  A whi le  l a t e r  we g o t  an 
o r d e r  t o  move o u t .  Now, t h e r e  was a t i m e  i n  t h e r e ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  one t ime I r ece ived  an o r d e r  and passed 
it on t h a t  w e  should  q u i t  burn ing  hootches .  I ' m  n o t  
p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  i t  was nea r  t h e  end 
of  t h e  v i l l a g e  when t h a t  o r d e r  was passed.  So I went 
L.ack t o  t h e  p l a toon  and we s e t t l e d  down, and t h e n  it  
was t ime t o  move o u t .  From t h e r e  I t h i n k  we were d rag  
p l a toon  aga in .  I remember GRIMES, t h e  man you had i n  
h e r e  today ,  and ano the r  man went 
down and p icked  up some people  o u t  of  a hootch n e a r  he re  
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( i n d i c a t i n g )  . They were s u s p e c t s  and we took them a l o n g  wi th  
u s .  Oh, something e l s e  t h a t  I f o r g o t .  When we g o t  o u t  h e r e  
t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  was a p i l e  of women and c h i l -
d r e n  a l l  c h a t t e r i n g  and c a r r y i n g  o n ,  a b o u t  20 o r  25 o f  them. 
T'wo o r  t h r e e  o f  my men were s t a n d i n g  guard  on them. I c a l l -
e d  t h e  " o l d  man" and s a i d ,  "What do you want t o  do w i t h  them?" 
H e  s a i d ,  " J u s t  h o l d  them t h e r e .  " So I l e f t  t h o s e  t h r e e  men 
t h e r e ,  s o  I c o u l d  keep  wa tch ing  them. When t h e  " o l d  man" came 
o u t  h e  walked by.  I d o n ' t  remember whe the r  h e  q u e s t i o n e d  
them o r  n o t .  Then a l l  we w e r e  p i c k i n g  up f o r  s u s p e c t s  was 
what w e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  m i l i t a r y - a g e  males .  W e  s a t  down 
and a t e  o u r  chow and h e  t o l d  us t o  move o u t  and go toward My 
L a i  ( 5 )  . I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  a g a i n  t h a t  I was t h e  d r a g  p l a t o o n .  
W e  l e f t  My L a i  (4) going  t o  My L a i  ( 5 )  a t  what I would guess  
t o  be  abou t  1400 t o  1430 i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  We d i d n ' t  s e e  
anybody t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a woman and some c h i l -
d r e n  t h e r e .  W e  d i d n ' t  s t o p  o r  a n y t h i n g .  We moved r i g h t  on 
th rough  u n t i l  w e  g o t  t o  o u r  RON which was on t h e  edge o f  
t h a t  r i v e r .  A t  t h a t  t ime t h e  r i v e r  had w a t e r .  I b e l i e v e  it 
was some p l a c e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  where we RON1d f o r  t h e  
n i g h t .  

Q L e t ' s  c o m e  back t o  t h i s  l a t e r .  Go back o v e r  t h e  
f i r s t  t h i n g  h e r e  a l i t t l e  b i t .  A f t e r  you e n t e r e d  h e r e ,  you 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you formed a d e f e n s e  a l o n g  t h e  LZ a r e a  and 
around t h e  c o n t r o l  group o f  C h a r l i e  Company. 

A. No, s i r .  The command and c o n t r o l  qroup was p a r t  
o f  t h e  p e r i m e t e r .  They were o v e r  h e r e  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The r e s t  o f  my p l a t o o n  had gone around.  

Q - I see. Now, how f a r  o u t  d i d  y o u r  p l a t o o n  e x t e n d ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  command qroup was on t h e  edge  from what 
I c o u l d  s e e .  Once a g a i n ,  a l l  t h e  r i c e ,  and you were h e a r i n g  
p e o p l e  f i r i n g .  You ' re  n o t  up t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  o r  a n y t h i n g .  
I t  looked l i k e  we were r i g h t  h e r e  on t h e  edqe o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  , o r  j u s t  i n s i d e .  My p e o p l e  p r o b a b l y  covered  an 
a r e a  o f  no more t h a n  75 m e t e r s  from t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I t  was a c i r c u l a r  p e r i m e t e r  s o  i t  w o u l d n ' t  be  t h e  same d i s -
t a n c e  a l l  t h e  way around from t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  p e r i m e t e r .  

Q . When you l anded  t h e r e ,  o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  where 
you were ,  d i d  you see a pagoda e i t h e r  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o r  t o  t h e  
e a s t  o f  h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember any pagoda. I remember a cow 
o f f  on a h i g h  p i e c e  o f  ground,  a brown cow. I t  was dead.  
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Q -
p ick  
men. 

When you p icked  up t h i s  group t o  move sou th  t o  
up t h e  weapon, you s a i d  t h a t  you j u s t  p icked  up some 

You d i d n ' t  say  t h a t  you p icked  up a squad o r  any th ing  
d i d  you? 

A. I c a n ' t  say.  See ,  they changed my squads  so  o f t e n .  
I remember t h e  peop l e ,  and I t h i n k  they  w e r e  of  t h e  same 
squad.  I know MACDONALD and GRIMES w e r e ,  and I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  
of DELPOME be ing  i n  t h a t  squad.  DOHERTY, and TERRY, I d o n ' t  
remember i f  they  w e r e  i n  t h a t  squad o r  n o t .  

Q - T h a t ' s  p r e t t y  unusua l ,  t o  j u s t  s t a r t  p i ck ing  up 
men t o  go o u t  and do something. 

A. What do you mean, s i r ?  

Q I mean, j u s t  g e t t i n g  JONES h e r e  and go ing ,  it 
would d e s t r o y  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of  your u n i t .  

A. I see what you mean. Right .  But ,  a b e t t e r  rea-
son i s  t h a t  i f  w e  had t aken  a  whole s e c t i o n  o u t  it would 
have l e f t  a .whole s e c t i o n  empty and w e  would have had t o  move 
everyone ove r  f i l l  it up. I would imagine t h a t  they  w e r e  
on t h e  same f i r e  team. 

Q. Do you remember when you moved sou th?  Did you 
have w i t h  you a pho tographer  and a n o t h e r  man who may have been 
a r e p o r t e r ?  

A. The morning of  t h e  miss ion  w e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  I 
would have t o  make room on t h e  l a s t  l i f t .  Tha t  would be be-
cause  t hey  w e r e  going a long ,  and we  h a d n ' t  heard  any th ing  
about  t h a t  be fo re .  Now, whether they  accompanied m e  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  d i d .  I t h i n k  they  went on 
i n  w i th  t h e  CO. I don '  t t h i n k  they  went down t o  t h e  sou th-
e r n  edge w i t h  m e .  However, l a t e r  on ,  when I was up a t  d i v i -
s ion-- I  d o n ' t  know what I was up t h e r e  fo r - -bu t  I saw a  p ic -
t u r e  i n  a magazine of GRIMES and MACDONALD and DELPOME walk-
i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  f i e l d .  Now, I c a n ' t  be s u r e ,  b u t  I ' d  b e t  
money t h a t  t h a t  i s  where t h e  p i c t u r e  was t aken .  I t  was i n  a 
f i e l d  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Do you recal l  when you went s o u t h  from t h i s  a r e a ,  
wherever you had been i n  h e r e ,  t h a t  you came t o  a c a n a l  
t h a t  was r a t h e r  wide and t h a t  you had t o  c , lose  i n  t h e  e lements  
i n  o r d e r  t o  p a s s  s o  t h a t  you a l l  went s i n g l e  f i l e ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I don ' t remember t h a t .  I j u s L  r c ~ l u c ~ 1 n l ) c ~ 1 -
t h i s  causeway. I t  might  havc bccn  tliis causeway, t o o  ( i n t l i -
c a t i n y )  . 

Q T h i s  i s n ' t  a causeway. Th i s  i s  a road .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember g o i n g  a c r o s s  t h a t .  I remember 
g e t t i n g  w e t  from t h e  w e t  r ice ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. I pos-
s i b l y  d i d .  

Q. Do you remember p o s s i b l y  g o i n g  th rough  h e r e  and 
runn ing  a c r o s s  t h i s  b i g  d i t c h  o r  causeway,  na r rowing  down 
and t h e n  moving t o  t h e  s o u t h  from t h e r e  down t o  t h i s  r i v e r  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

A. I remember t h i s  h e r e ,  b u t  I do n o t  remember t h i s  
t h i n g  a t  a l l .  Bu t ,  I s h o u l d ,  t o o .  I t ' s  s o  o b v i o u s .  I t ' s  a 
v e g e t a t e d  d i t c h .  B u t ,  I don '  t remember t h a t .  

Q- W e l l ,  w e  have t e s t i m o n y  on t h a t .  A s  a m a t t e r  of 
f a c t ,  w e ' l l  show you some p i c t u r e s  i n  a l i t t l e  w h i l e  which 
w i l l  p e r h a p s  r e f r e s h  y o u r  mind. W e  a l s o  have an i n d i c a t i o n  
t h a t  one o f  t h e  qunsh ips  k i l l e d  an i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  
o r  f i r e d  a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t  o f f  h e r e .  We have some i n d i -
c a t i o n s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were some peop le  dead a l o n g  
t h e  roadway h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and o f f  t h e  roadway and t h i s  
o t h e r  t r e e  l i n e ,  and t h i s  c a n a l  h e r e .  Would t h a t  t e n d  t o  r e -
f r e s h  y o u r  memory? 

A. S i r ,  I guess  t h e s e  'people  w e r e  ahead o f  me and 
t h e y  w e r e  s p r e a d  o u t  i n  l i n e .  W e  w e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  smoke 
t h a t  f i r s t  went down o u t  h e r e .  I t  was g rey  smoke, i f  I ' m  
n o t  mis taken .  H e  t o l d  us t h a t  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  q r e y  smoke, 
t h a t ' s  where w e  would f i n d  t h e  weapon. W e  moved down through 
h e r e ,  s o r t  o f  on l i n e  a g a i n ,  through t h e  g r a s s ,  a l i t t l e  
a p p r e h e n s i v e  a s  we e x p e c t e d  some a c t i o n .  Who c o u l d  t e l l ,  
t h e r e  c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be some more t h e r e .  We moved down h e r e .  
The p e o p l e  were i n  f r o n t  o f  me, p o s s i b l y  75 m e t e r s ,  and pos-
s i b l y  i t  was 100 .  We looked  around t h a t  a r e a  and nobody r e -
p o r t e d  a n y t h i n g .  W e  c a l l e d  t h e  " o l d  man. " "Do you want  us t o  
come back? " 

Q .  Did you see any b o d i e s  down t h e r e ?  

A. No, s l r .  Nothing.  I t o i d  you I saw t h e  b o d i e s  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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Q .  Now, I ' m  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about t h e  bodies  down t h e r e .  
While you were down i n  t h i s  a r e a  w i t h  t h a t  squad o r  t hose  
people d i d  you see- - i f  you were down i n  t h a t  area--whatever 
a r e a  you were in--did  you see  any bodies  a t  a l l  on t h e  road 
o r  o f f  t h e  road o r  i n  t h e  d i t c h e s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. When you came back,  a f t e r  you had been o f f  t~ 
pick  up a weapon, and they had l o c a t e d  t h e  weapon, do you 
r e c a l l  somebody moving t o  t h e  west?  

A. Right .  

Q. And, t h e r e  were some people  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
squad t h a t  took them under f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  saw somebody moving. A t  f i r s t  we 
were walking and we heard some f i r e ,  s o  I y e l l e d  around and 
everybody g o t  s c a r e d ,  and I y e l l e d  around and I s a i d ,  "What 
a r e  you f i r i n g  a t ? "  There was somebody moving ove r  he re .  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) . We ceased f i r e  then because w e  c o u l d n ' t  see  
him anymore. I d i d n '  t f i r e .  There 'were only  a couple  of 
men i n  t h e  squad t h a t  I b e l i e v e  f i r e d .  I looked a l l  t h e  
way over  t h e r e ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  s ee  him. I n  f a c t ,  it was i n  
the s a m e  a r e a  a s  t h e  dead cow was, I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  brown cow. 

Q. W e l l ,  l ook ,  t h e  brown cow was up h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
and y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A .  Well,  then  I d o n ' t  seem t o  r e c a l l .  I remember one 
i n c i d e n t  of  	f i r e  and it seems t o  me l i k e  it was up he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q .  When you came back,  d i d  you jo in  t h e  command and 
c o n t r o l  group a t  t h e  n o r t h  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  t h e  sou thern  p o i n t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  j o i n  them a t  a l l .  I moved back t o  my 
former p o s i t i o n  on t h e  p e r i m e t e r ,  and we had no more than 
g o t t e n  t h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t han  we w e r e  t o l d  by t h e  CO t o  move 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I thought  t h e  CO was s t i l l  h e r e ,  b u t  he 
moved from here down through t h e  v i l l a g e .  This i s  where I 
met him when I came back and t a l k e d  t o  him. When we moved 
i n  h e r e ,  I ' m  almost  c e r t a i n  he fol lowed us i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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Q - The o r d e r s  t h a t  were l s s u e d  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
t h e  1st P l a t o o n  was t o  b e  on t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  2d P l a t o o n  
would be  on t h e  l e f t  i n  go ing  th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  l a t e r  on L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY g o t  a d i f -
f e r e n t  p l a t o o n  and L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS--it seems l i k e  L i e u t e -  
n a n t  CALLEY and BROOKS had s w i t c h e d  p l a t o o n s .  I remember 
L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS b e i n g  i n  t h e  2d P l a t o o n .  Now, i f  t h e y  
w e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  l a t e r  on I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
what t h e y  w e r e .  I remember L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY's p l a t o o n ,  
wha tever  number it was,  went  t h i s  way and L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS', 
wha tever  number it was,  went t h a t  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. The o r d e r s  f o r  t h e  p l a t o o n  t h a t  w e r e  issued--were 
t h e  o r d e r s  n o t  i s s u e d  f o r  t h e  two p l a t o o n s  t o  go  through t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and your  p l a t o o n  t o  be t h e  c lean-up  p l a t o o n ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  And, your  p l a t o o n  would cover  t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e ,  
i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  what I unders tood .  

Q.  T h i s  i s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e ,  why y o u ' r e  
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  i n s t e a d  of  your  
p l a t o o n  g o i n g  th rough  t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Okay, l i k e  I s a i d ,  o r  maybe I d i d n ' t  s a y ,  I d i d n ' t  
see my whole p l a t o o n  a l l  of  t h e  t i m e .  I was up h e r e  on t h i s  
edge  because  t h i s  i s  where I walked i n  and t h e  " o l d  man" was 
b e h i n d  m e  when I walked i n .  The res t  o f  my p l a t o o n  was sp read  
o u t  l i k e  t h i s ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  see. When I went  i n ,  I c o u l d n ' t  
see t h i s  edge  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  O r ,  I d o n ' t  remember b e i n g  
a b l e  t o  see it. So,  a l l  I c o u l d  do was t a l k  to--when I cou ld  
g e t  th rough  on my r a d i o ,  and ask  them abou t  where t h e y  were ,  
and t r y  and g e t  them i n  p o s i t i o n .  They knew how w e  w e r e  sup-
posed t o  move, on a t h r e e  prong movement t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
S i r ,  something j u s t  came back t o  me. Maybe you have  it re-
corded  i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  I o n l y  had two squads  i n  t h e r e  
a t  t h e  t i m e  because  w e  w e r e  s h o r t  on squad l e a d e r s .  I know 
a t  one t i m e  I dropped t o  two squads  because  I d i d n ' t  have  
enough p e r s o n n e l ,  and I d i d n ' t  have  enough squad l e a d e r s .  
Now, t h a t  may have been a t  t h a t  t i m e  a l s o .  O r d i n a r i l y ,  my 
p l a t o o n  moved on t h r e e  prongs  l i k e  t h i s  h e r e ,  b u t  i f  w e  o n l y  
had two s q u a d s ,  w e  moved a s  two p rongs .  
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Q But you s t i l l  moved with  your squads a b r e a s t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  they w e r e  supposed t o  move a b r e a s t ,  ,but  
they--the way you s a w  t h e  t r a i l s  and such ,  t h e  way they  moved 
They went on t h e  t r a i l s .  

Q When you came down t o  t h i s  p o i n t  r i g h t  he re  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g )  t o  s e e  Captain  MEDINA, d i d  they have anybody t h e r e  
wi th  them? Was, f o r  example, an American who had been s h o t  
i n  t h e  foot--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right .  Right i n  t h e  c o r n e r  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  was a Negro man who had been s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t .  
I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, b u t  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h e  co rne r  
r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  They were t r e a t i n g  him when I 
asked what had happened. I c a n ' t  remember which l e g  it was 
a t  t h e  t ime ,  b u t  they d i d  say t h a t  he had j u s t  been s h o t  i n  
t h e  foo t .  That  I s a w  when I was on my way over  h e r e ,  and I 
j u s t  s topped f o r  a minute and cont inued on t o  where t h e  "o ld  
man" was. H e  was s t i l l  t h e r e  when I came back th rough ,  I 
b e l i e v e .  

Q Did you see a medevac chopper come i n  t o  p ick  him 
up ? 

A. I remember h e a r i n g  something, b u t  I d i d n ' t  see it. 

Q Do you know whether Captain  MEDINA e v e r  passed
the word t o  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS who w a s  up h e r e  i n  t h i s  nor-
t h e r n  hamlet  t h a t  you had r e p o r t e d  t o  him i n d i v i d u a l s  moving 
up i n  h i s  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  be c e r t a i n .  My RTO had t h e  r a d i o  on h i s  
back and it was he who c a l l e d .  A l l  I know i s  t h a t  I t o l d  
t h e  "o ld  man" and t h e r e  was a l o t  of no i se  w i th  t h e  bamboo 
burning and t h e  f i r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and he moved back th rough ,  
so  I c o u l d n ' t  say i f  he made a c a l l  back. 

Q What w e r e  your  people  doing a s  you w e r e  going 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Obviously i n  t h i s  t h i c k e t  you c o u l d n ' t  
see anyth ing ,  b u t  what w e r e  your people  doing,  t o  t h e  b e s t  
of your  knowledge? 

A. I had about t h r e e  men wi th  m e  who were manning 
a machinegun, t h e  machinegunner and two a s s i s t a n t s  . They 
w e r e  j u s t  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  working a long  t h e  t r a i l .  They kep t  
looking  o u t .  T h a t ' s  what I t o l d  them t o  do. J u s t  watch f o r  
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any of t h e  enemy movements. The o t h e r  people  were burning 
t h e  p l a c e s ,  s t a r t i n g  them a f i r e ,  walking i n s i d e  and p u l l i n g  
t h i n g s  a p a r t ,  and every once i n  a whi le  I found a couple  
t h a t  were j u s t  t a k i n g  it k ind  of ea sy ,  and I ' d  have t o  t e l l  
them t o  g e t  moving. There was a couple  of hootches  t h a t  
they  had missed burning and I had a couple  people  go back 
and g e t  those .  

Q Did you see  them k i l l  any animals :  l i v e s t o c k ,  
ch ickens ,  and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  My RTO s h o t  a t  a couple  of chickens-
and d i d n ' t  k i l l  them. He had a 20 gauge shotgun,  and he 
d i d n ' t  k i l l  them. He's  a p r e t t y  poor s h o t ,  I guess .  

Q Did you s e e  any of your people  shoo t  o r  i n j u r e  
any c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody s h o t .  I f i r e d  my 
. r i f l e  one t ime on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  My RTO can v e r i -
fy  t h a t ,  and I 'm p r e t t y  su re .  My r i f l e  was k ind  of famous 
f o r  n o t  f i r i n g  when it d i d n ' t  want t o .  I po in t ed  it up i n  
t h e  a i r  and f i r e d  one round and it went o f f .  T h a t ' s  it. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  only  f i r i n g  t h a t  I saw t h e r e .  When w e  came ou t  
he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t h e r e  were a couple  wate r  b u f f a l o  i n  a pen 
dead, and I saw a couple  of p igs  dead over  here .  And, t h a t ' s  
it. I didn't see anybody shoot  anybody. 

Q - But, you d i d  s ee  q u i t e  a few b o d i e s ,  r i g h t ?  

A .  I d i d .  I ' d  say I saw 35 bodies  over  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
There was some o f f  h e r e ,  on t h i s  t r a i l  some p l a c e  o u t  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. How d i d  you see  those?  

A. Well ,  I e i t h e r  g o t  t h e s e  two t r a i l s  mixed up o r  
something. There was a main t r a i l  coming i n t o  t h e  sou thern  
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  only  one. T h a t ' s  where 
it was. So, I would have come a c r o s s  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , 
and I met t h e  " o l d  man" h e r e ,  and t h e  wounded guy would have 
been h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  That  was t h e  only main t r a i l  coming 
i n  from t h e  sou th .  

Q About how many bodies  d i d  you see  t h e r e ?  

A. I say approximately s i x  t o  n ine  bodies .  

Q Okay. What were they? 
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A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  I j u s t  saw people l a y i n g  i n  t he  
road he re  when I came around t h e  co rne r .  

Q W e l l ,  when you met t h i s  group of women h e r e ,  and 
c h i l d r e n  what happened t o  them? 

A. When I came o u t ,  they w e r e  a l l  y e l l i n g  and crying 
l i k e  they always seem t o  be doing,  and .I saw them, and c a l l e d  
the  "o ld  man" and t o l d  him what we had h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  when 
he s a i d  j u s t  l e a v e  them t h e r e .  " J u s t  move on and leave  some-
one t o  watch them" And t h a t ' s  what I d i d .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  s o  you went over  t o  t h e  d i t c h  now? 

A. Right .  

Q. And, d i d  you j u s t  reach it a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  end of 
it, o r  d i d  you walk down it a l i t t l e  ways? 

A. No, I s a t  on t h e  no r the rn  end,  almost  on t h e  t i p .  
MACDONALD w a s  t h e r e ,  and I b e l i e v e  MACDONALD s a i d ,  o r  DOHERTY 
s a i d ,  "Did ycu s e e  what was i n  t h e  d i t c h ? "  And, then  I walk-
ed  up on t h e  d i t c h  and I could see  n o t  more than  f i v e  bodies  
t h e r e ,  I suppose. Some o t h e r  people  were t a l k i n g  l i k e  t h e r e  
were some more bodies  down t h e r e ,  I d i d n ' t  ask .  

Q When you went back t h e r e  and t a l k e d  t o  Captain  
MFtDINA, d i d  you t e l l  him about a l l  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  
and o l d  men and noncombatants t h a t  you had seen k i l l e d ?  

A. H e  was walking behind me h e r e ,  and he walked 
r i g h t  over  h e r e  and saw some bodies  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and 
I t o l d  him I b e l i e v e ,  about t h i s  group,  t h a t  I saw t h a t  t h e r e  
were probably f i v e  o r  s i x  bod ie s ,  and my R T O  and I walked 
back. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I s a i d  anyth ing  about t h e s e  over  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  very much about them. 
I mean, he was t h e r e .  He would have seen what w a s  going on. 
There w a s n ' t  t o o  much I could t e l l  him. 

Q. Now, you say t h a t  Captain  MEDINA was behind you? 
Captain  MEDINA i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he walked a long t h e  sou the rn  
end of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and came up somewhere i n  h e r e  wi th  re-
s p e c t  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and then  came up t o  where 
he met you he re .  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  b u t  a t  one t ime ,  he was i n s i d e  t h e  v i l -
l a g e ,  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . I d o n ' t  know. The l as t  t ime I saw 
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him, i t  probab ly  was a b o u t  20  mctcrs i n s i d e  t h e  wood l i n e  
a t  t h e  most.  Bu t ,  i t  was--when I walked i n  he  was by m e ,  
and t h e n  he  w a s n ' t  by m e  anymore, s o  when I wanted t o  r e a c h  
him I would have t o  come down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  So whether  
h e  walked r i g h t  a l o n g  t h e  'edge l i k e  t h i s ,  o r  whe the r  h e  walk- 
e d  o u t s i d e ,  I c a n ' t  s a y .  But  a t  one  t i m e  h e  was a b o u t  20 
m e t e r s  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q., A r e  you s u r e  t h a t  you w e r e  t h i s  f a r  up t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  o r  c o u l d  you have been down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. T h a t ' s  what I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  s i r .  I c o u l d  have  
been f a r t h e r  down. I know how f a r  i t  was from t h e  e d g e ,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  know how f a r  i t  was l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
Q. 	 You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an i n d e n t a t i o n  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  w i t h  t h i s  p a t c h  o f  t r e e s  a l o n g  i n  h e r e .  

A. I s h o u l d  remember it. I can t e l l  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
a l i t t l e  p i e c e  o f  c l e a r e d  s r o u n d  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  r i g h t  
a b o u t  where I l a i d  down by t h e  LZ.  

0. W e l l ,  i f  you would have been down h e r e ,  you would 
have s e e n  t h e  pagoda. 

A. Y e s  s i r ,  I would have s e e n  it. I would have p ro -  
b a b l y  s e e n  it. B u t ,  what  it seems l ike- -you s a i d  1 i n c h  
e q u a l s  75 m e t e r s ?  

Q. Y e s ,  75 o r  80 m e t e r s .  

A. W e  had t o  b e  r i g h t  a round t h i s  d i t c h  someplace ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  know which s i d e  o f  t h e  LZ. 

Q- T h i s  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  a d i t c h .  I t ' s  a r i s e ,  o r  berm, 
t h a t  you see around.  I t ' s  a hedgerow. 

A. I o n l y  n o t i c e d  a s m a l l  g roup  o f  trees b e i n g  o f f  
t o  t h e  edge  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and a s m a l l  p i e c e  o f  qround t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e n ' t  t i l l i n g .  

Q - Now, when you were o v e r  h e r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  e a s t  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you see a h e l i c o p t e r  p u t  down anyp lace?  

A. No, s i r .  I r e a d  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a p e r ,  t o o ,  and I 
n e v e r  saw a h e l i c o p t e r  s e t  down, e x c e p t  t h i s  one up h e r e .  

Q- W e l l ,  you d i d n ' t  s e e  t h a t  one .  
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A. T h i s  i s  what t h e y  s a i d  when we g o t  down h e r e ,  
t h a t  t h e y  had s e e n  one t a k e  o f f  t h e  h i l l .  Bu t ,  I saw a 
h e l i c o p t e r  h o v e r i n g  on t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l ,  on t o p  o f  H i l l  85 .  
There was a h e l i c o p t e r  h o v e r i n g ,  a  1 3 ,  and I cou ldn  ' t  tel l --
t h e r e  was a l o t  o f  d u s t ,  and I d o n ' t  know i f  he  g o t  o u t  and 
p i c k e d  something up o r  n o t ,  b u t  i t  was a s m a l l  h e l i c o p t e r .  
I t  w a s n ' t  one  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  1 D ' s .  

Q- Could t h a t  have been e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning when 
t h i s  dropped down? 

A. R i g h t .  I b e l i e v e  i t  was when we were o v e r  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q - Okay, t h e n .  Tha t  f i t s  i n t o  t h e  s t o r y  because  
t h a t ' s  when t h e y  p i c k e d  up t h e  40 rounds o f  6 0  m i l l i m e t e r  
ammunition. Bu t ,  t h a t  was v e r y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning,  a l o n g  
abou t  0 8 0 0 .  T h a t ' s  what w e  w e r e  a f t e r .  

A.  R igh t .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  w e  q o t  t h e r e .  

Q. B u t ,  my q u e s t i o n  now i s :  when you w e r e  o v e r  h e r e ,  
d i d  you see a h e l i c o p t e r  s e t  down o v e r  i n  h e r e ,  o r  up i n  t h i s  
a r e a  a t  any t i m e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. N e g a t i v e .  

Q- And, you s a y  t h e  o r d e r  came th rough  t o  s t o p  burn-
i n g  t h e  h o o t c h e s ?  Was t h e r e  a l s o  something s a i d  a b o u t  s t o p  
k i l l i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s a y  t h i s  b e f o r e  because  I w a s n ' t  s u r e .  
I t h o u g h t - - l i k e  i f  I c o u l d  have t a l k e d  t o  somebody l i k e  
GLIMPSE, my RTO t h a t  day ,  w e  c o u l d  have  hashed  some o f  t h i s  
o u t ,  and I '  d know b e t t e r  what happened. I t h i n k  a b o u t  t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h i s  and t h a t  an  o r d e r  came down l i k e  t h a t .  Bu t ,  when 
y o u ' r e  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  you h a t e  t o  s a y  a n y t h i n g .  I ' d  s a y  t h a t  
somebody gave  an  o r d e r  o r  somebody--I saw something I ' m  n o t  
s u r e  o f .  I t  seems t o  me  t h a t  an  o r d e r  came down l i k e  t h a t ,  
b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e  r i g h t  now t h a t  i t  d i d  come down. 
But ,  i t  d o e s  s e e m  l i k e  t h a t  happened. 

Q Having s e e n  t h i s  number o f  dead  women and c h i l d r e n  
and o l d  men, t h i s  w o u l d n ' t  s e e m  l i k e  an unusua l  o r d e r  a t  t h a t  
s t a g e  o f  t h e  game? 

A. I t  c e r t a i n l y  w o u l d n ' t .  I was shocked.  I t o l d  
S e r g e a n t  LOPEZ t h a t  n i g h t  when we s a t  down. I w a s  s t i l l  k i n d  
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of  dazed. A s  I s a i d ,  it was t h e  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n  I saw any-
body k i l l e d .  I ' d  never  even been c l o s e  t o  a c a r  a c c i d e n t .  
I d i d n ' t  even know what b lood o r  somebody i n  p a i n  looked l i k e ,  
e x c e p t  f o r  Se rgean t  COX ove r  h e r e  i n  t h e  booby t r a p ,  I ' d  
never  s een  anybody k i l l e d .  And, t h a t  had j u s t  passed .  So, 
when w e  s a t  down, I s a i d ,  "Sergean t  LOPEZ, does  this go on 
a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  a l l  t h e s e  peop l e  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d ? "  And, he s a y s ,  
"No, it d o e s n ' t " .  And, I s a i d  i f  it happened one more t i m e ,  
t h a t  would be a l l  I cou ld  t a k e .  I t  was j u s t  t o o  many peop le  
dead,  and a l o t  of  noncombatants were dead ,  and I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  
see it. 

Q . When you l e f t  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h o s e  s p o t s  where t h e s e  
women and c h i l d r e n  w e r e  l o c a t e d ,  d i d  you e v e r  see any o f  
them runn ing  o u t  a c r o s s  t h e  paddy a r e a ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY was a l r e a d y  o u t .  I 
c a n ' t  s ay  on t h e  map, h e r e  t o  my l e f t  f r o n t .  They r a n  i n  a 
n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  I remember s e e i n g  him a long  a d i t c h .  
H e  was wa lk ing  up on t h e  t o p  of  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q Th i s  d i t c h  h e r e  is  where you saw him ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. I t  cou ld  have been.  Like I s a i d ,  it was t o  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  of  m e  from where I was. And, he  was o u t  i n  f r o n t  
o f  me .  H e  w a s n ' t  even w i t h  my men. I remember I had t o  
keep moving my peop l e  up u n t i l  w e  w e r e  s o r t  of even ,  you 
know, and I remember--

Q- H e  was n o r t h  o f  where you w e r e  down a t  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A .. North and e a s t ,  s o  it would be someplace a l o n g  i n  
h e r e .  And, when t h e  " o l d  man" c a l l e d  he d i d n '  t answer t h e  phone 
r i g h t  away, s o  .I s t a r t e d  waving a t  him r i g h t  away, t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  come back. 

Q .  Did he come back? 

A. R igh t .  H e  g o t  t h e  c a l l  and he came back w i t h  
L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS and m e  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  o l d  man. 

Q H e  was up i n  t h i s  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. H e  was t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of  m e .  

MR MACCRATE: M r .  LACROSS, you s t a t e d  ear l ier  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
an SOP f o r  t h e  t a k i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  back f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g  and 
t h a t  t h i s  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  fo l lowed  by t h e  company. On t h i s  
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day,  o r  up t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  you g o t  t o  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  w a s  t h e r e  any g a t h e r i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  and b r ing ing  
them back f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A. Negative.  The c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  I saw were a man, 
and he w a s  c a r r y i n g  a baby, and I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was. an o l d  
woman r i g h t  by t h e  e n t r a n c e  where t h e  CO had them wi th  him. 
Then a g a i n ,  when I saw him down t h e r e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  c i v i l i a n s  
wi th  him behind t h e  headquar te rs  moving wi th  him. I c a n ' t  
say how many t h e r e  were wi th  him. Other t han  t h a t ,  t h i s  
was t h e  f i r s t  group of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  I saw. I t  was ou t  he re  
a t  t h i s  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Now, t h a t  i s  on t h e  e a s t  end? 

A. C o r r e c t .  The n o r t h e a s t  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I 
remember t h a t  they took--well ,  it seems t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  two 
boys and a man and a woman t h a t  came o u t  of a ho l e .  I be-
l i e v e  they  brought them up forward he re  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  ones 
a t  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Now, t h a t  l i t t l e  boy I c a n ' t  be 
s u r e  o f ,  b u t  I d e f i n i t e l y  know t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  group,  
o t h e r  t han  those  two o r  t h r e e  t h a t  t h e  "o ld  man" had and some 
over  on t h i s  s i d e .  

Q About how long  d i d  it t ake  you t o  reach  t h e  e a s t  
end of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Like I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I s t i l l  t h i n k  it was a long 
t i m e  because we s topped ,  and he kep t  t e l l i n g  us t o  slow 
down and s e a r c h ,  and do a good job ,  s t o p ,  s e a r c h ,  and do a 
good job. So we kep t  s topp ing  and w a i t i n g .  Sometimes w e  
w e r e  w a i t i n g  as long as what seemed l i k e  20 minutes .  Like 
I s a i d ,  I could  be a l l  wrong. I t h i n k  t h a t  we l e f t  t h e  LZ,  
LZ D o t t i e  around a 0745. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  W e  landed he re  I 
would say 0800, maybe 0755. We s t a r t e d  moving through t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I would say t h a t  w e  g o t  o u t  h e r e  and it was pro-
bably 1045, o r  1050 when we s topped on t h e  e a s t e r n  end of  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  Now, t h a t ' s  almost  3 hours  from t h e  t ime w e  
landed and went down h e r e ,  and came back up, and went through 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  which is  an awful long t i m e  f o r  t h a t  smal l  an 
a r ea .  But, t h a t ' s  what w e  were do ing ,  s topping .  He'd 
c a l l  us and t e l l  us t o  s t o p  and search  and t ake  your t ime ,  
and t h a t ' s  why it took s o  long.  

Q. When you g o t  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
had t h e  2d P la toon  a r r i v e d  t h e r e  a s  y e t ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember where L ieu tenan t  BROOKS came 
from. A l l  I remember s ee ing  is  Lieu tenant  CALLEY. ,Then 
L ieu tenan t  BROOKS was he re  when w e  g o t  back. I c a n ' t  remem-
b e r  i f  h i s  men were he re  o r  over  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I 
c o u l d n ' t  say where t h e  2d P la toon  was. I know t h a t  one 
element,  o r  a l l  of t h e  2d Pla toon was h e r e  a t  one t ime,  b u t  
a f t e r  t h a t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of s ee ing  t h e  2d P la toon ,  
e i t h e r  o f f  t o  one s i d e  o r  ahead of you, as  you were going 
through? 

A. Not a t  a l l .  You unders tand t h a t  I had been i n  
t h e  company 2 o r  3 weeks, and I b a r e l y  knew most of my 
own men. Like when t h e  C I D  came and asked me, I knew almost  
a l l  t h e  names, b u t  t h e r e  were a few t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know, men 
who l e f t  my p l a toon  be fo re  I could g e t  a chance t o  recognize  
t h e i r  names. I know t h a t  I saw Lieu tenant  CALLEY, and Lieu-
t e n a n t  BROOKS was back h e r e  when I g o t  back,  bu t  where h i s  
p l a toon  was I c o u l d n ' t  say .  

Q- W e l l ,  do I unders tand t h a t  you came through t h e  
e a s t  end of t h e  v i l l a g e  and Lieu tenant  BROOKS was n o t  t h e r e  
a s  you came a c r o s s  t h e  r i c e  paddies  t o  t he  s t r e t c h  on t h e  
e a s t e r n  s i d e  of t h a t  space where you went and looked i n  t he  
d i t c h .  Then when you went back,  o r  you were c a l l e d  back by 
your company commander t o  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  Lieu-
t e n a n t  BROOKS had a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  meantime? 

A. I c a n ' t  say i f  he was t h e r e  be fo re  o r  a f t e r .  I 
remember t h a t  he had a ca rb ine  o r  M - 1  r i f l e  and he had a 
l i t t l e  b l ack  r a d i o ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  they had picked up. And 
he might have had some o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s ,  a pack sack o r  some 
hand grenades .  I remember a r i f l e  and I remember a b lack  
r a d i o ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  he g o t  t h e r e  be fo re  I d i d .  
I t  seems l i k e  I g o t  t h e r e  be fo re  he d i d .  

MR WEST: L ieu tenan t  LACROSS, do you remember whether GRIMES' 
squad moved down around t h e  sou th  of My Lai ( 4 )  t o  cover 
t h e  r i c e  paddies  and t h e  people  t h a t  were moving o u t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  He was i n  h e r e  e a r l i e r  today ,  and we t a l k e d  t o  him. 

A.  Y e s ,  I know. 

Q And, he d e s c r i b e s  having permiss ion t o  move h i s  
s q u c ~ dd.own t o  t h e  s o u t h  of the v i l l a g e  t o  s e c u r e  it and p ick  
up any people  t h a t  r an  o u t  of t h e r e .  
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A. T h a t ' s  extremely p o s s i b l e .  Like I s a i d ,  I s tayed  
on t h e  no r the rn  edge,  and I know t h a t  I would have s e n t  some-
body down behind s i n c e  we were drag .  I f  I would have t o l d  
him t o  go a long  the  sou thern  edge,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  o r  through 
the  middle. 

Q Well, he desc r ibed ,  a s  I remember, t h a t  he moved 
h i s  squad down around t h e  sou th  a long t h e  west  s i d e ,  and 
then  up a long  t h e  e a s t  t o  cover  t h e  r i c e  paddies  south of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  L a t e r  on he moved a long t h e  pa th  on t h e  south 
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  and moved toward t h e  e a s t .  H e  a l s o  ob-
served t h e  bodies  a long  t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  you had seen t h e r e .  
And I j u s t  wanted t o  check and see  i f  you r e c a l l  t h e  miss ion 
l i k e  t h a t .  

A. H e  would have been south of u s ,  whether he was h a l f  
t h e  way down he re  o r  a l l  t h e  way down he re .  

Q Did your p l a toon  t a k e  any p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  morning? 

A. F i r s t  of a l l ,  w e  c o l l e c t e d  a l l  t h e s e  women and 
c h i l d r e n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . They weren 't r e a l l y  p r i s o n e r s .  
We c a l l  them VCS. A f t e r  t h a t ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  when w e  moved 
o u t ,  GRIMES and MACDONALD, I t h i n k  it was, p icked up, I 
b e l i e v e  it was two mi l i t a ry -age  males. And we took them 
wi th  us toward My Lai  ( 5 )  . 
Q. Do you remember a t  t h i s  s t a g e  who you l e f t  be-
h ind  t o  guard t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  a f t e r  you t a l k e d  t o  
MEDINA and he s a i d  t o  l e a v e  them t h e r e ?  

A. I might be a b l e  t o  recognize  one of t h e i r  names 
bu t  I can '  t t h i n k  of h i s  name. 

Q . W e ' l l  have a r o s t e r  l a t e r  on t o  h e l p  you r e c a l l  
t h e i r  names. When Captain  MEDINA c a l l e d  you back,  a f t e r  
you broke f o r  chow, you met him t h e r e  wi th  t h e  o t h e r  p l a toon  
l e a d e r s .  Did he b r i n g  up t h e  s u b j e c t  of body count?  

A. Negative.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was mentioned. I t  
seems l i k e  l a t e r  on t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  when w e  s topped a t  our  
RON, is  when he asked us  about  body count .  

I 0  : Was t h e r e  any checking f o r  t h e  number of weapons 
o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  had been cap tured?  

A. He had t o  c a l l  t h a t  i n  t o  t h e  S2, and t h a t ' s  why 
he knew I had t h a t  one c a r b i n e ,  o r  I had a l r e a d y  given it t o  
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him. I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I t h i n k  TERRY s t i l l  had it because  
when w e  had a c a p t u r e d  weapon t h e  men used t o  c a r r y  them. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  way w e  c o u l d  g e t  them back l a t e r  on. And 
s o  he d i d  t a k e  a weapon c o u n t  t o  s e e  how many weapons had 
been c a p t u r e d .  

MR WEST: How much d i d  you see of  S e r g e a n t  LOPEZ t h a t  day ,  
your  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. Very l i t t l e  a s  I remember. H e  was supposed t o  be 
w i t h  m e ,  I t h o u g h t ,  s i n c e  I had j u s t  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
But it was j u s t  my RTO and myself  a l l  t h e  way up t o  h e r e .  
And, he might  have j o i n e d  us h e r e ,  o r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , b u t  
I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he d i d .  

Q .  Do you have any i d e a  what he was d o i n g  a t  t h e  
t ime?  

A. I must have known a t  t h e  t i m e .  I mean, h e ' s  my 
p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he was w i t h  C a p t a i n  M E D I N A .  
Bu t ,  I c o u l d  be wrong t h e r e ,  t o o .  H e  c o u l d  have  been wi th  
L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY. L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY was s h o r t  on a  squad 
l e a d e r ,  o r  any k i n d  of  NCO. I t  c o u l d  be one of  t h e  two. My 
f i r s t  c h o i c e  would be Cap ta in  MEDINA.  

Q . I f  you would have had y o u r  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ,  would 
it be normal  on a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t  t o  keep you p l a t o o n  
s e r g e a n t  r i g h t  w i t h  you,  o r  would he watch one p o r t i o n  of  
t h e  p l a t o o n  w h i l e  you took  care of t h e  o t h e r ?  

A. T h a t ' s  o r d i n a r i l y  what would be done.  H e  would 
be w i t h  one ,  and w e  would n e v e r  s t a y  t o g e t h e r .  A s  f a r  a s  on 
o p e r a t i o n s ,  he  was never  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  m e .  He was u s u a l l y  
w i t h  one o f  t h e  o t h e r  s q u a d s ,  whoever was hav ing  t h e  m o s t  
t r o u b l e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  So ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  Like  something 
you m i s s  when you go i n t o  a v i l l a g e ,  he ' d  p r o b a b l y  come up 
w i t h  my h e a d q u a r t e r s  group r a t h e r  than  wa lk ing  around w i t h  
t h e  men. T h a t ' s  why I s a y  he was w i t h  t h e  CO. I know I 
knew what  he w a s  d o i n g ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  s ay  what he w a s  do ing .  

MR WEST: During t h e  morning t h e r e  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  w e r e  you 
v i s i t e d  by any o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  from Task Force  B a r k e r ,  o r  
t h e  b r i g a d e  o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. The f i r s t ,  o t h e r  o f f i c e r  I saw was o v e r  h e r e  by 
t h e  r ive r  where w e  RON'd, and it was C a p t a i n  KOTOUC. I 
t h i n k  t h a t ' s  who it was from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  S2 s e c t i o n .  
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COL MILLER: SLEDGE w a s  wi th  you a l l  t h e  way through t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ,  wasn ' t  he? 

A. Who was t h a t ?  

Q Your RTO, GLIMPSE. 

A. A l l  t h e  way, r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q- Did you h e a r  any o t h e r  r a d i o  t r ansmis s ions?  

A. No, s i r .  Like I t o l d  t h e  General ,  I d o n ' t  remem-
be r  anyth ing  o u t  of t h e  o rd ina ry  from anybody. There was a 
l o t  of no i se .  Of cou r se ,  I never  l e t  him s e p a r a t e . f r o m  r i g h t  
along s i d e  of me  anyway. 

Q. The i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  may have come down--£ i rs t  , 
t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e ,  second t o  e i t h e r  s t o p  burning o r  k i l l i n g ;  
could t h a t  have come t o  you through your r a d i o ?  

A. R igh t .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  came 
t o  m e  through t h e  r a d i o  except  when I saw him h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
and I d o n ' t  remember any i n s t r u c t i o n s  h e r e  on t h i s  s i d e  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  e i t h e r .  

Q - Did you pas s  it on by t h e  word of mouth then?  

A. No, I j u s t  t r i e d  t h e  r a d i o  most of t h e  t i m e  be-
cause I d i d n ' t  see my men t h a t  much. I was behind my men. 
They were i n  t h e  f r o n t .  I was going behind t o  make s u r e  
t h a t  eve ry th ing  w a s  burned and t h e  r e s t  of it. Captain 
MEDINA had a t h i n g  about i f  something d i d n ' t  g e t  done, t o  do 
it y o u r s e l f .  

Q Would you have been a b l e  t o  pass  t h e  word t o  your 
men f a i r l y  we l l ?  

A. Y e s .  Right .  I guess they were having r a d i o  com-
municat ions ,  and I t h i n k  eve ry th ing  g o t  through.  I may have 
missed one--something a long  t h e  way, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  
I t h i n k  eve ry th ing  g o t  through.  I f  it d i d n ' t  I would have 
walked. 

COL WILSON: You s a i d  t h a t  DOHERTY asked you t o  look i n  the 
d.itch where t h e  bodies  were? 

A. DOHERTY o r  MACDONALD, one o r  t h e  o t h e r .  
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Q. Did t h e y  s e e m  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u p s e t ?  

A. I remember MACDONALD, I b e l i e v e  it was, s a i d  he 
w a s n ' t  go ing  t o  e a t .  P o s s i b l y  DOHERTY d i d ,  t o o .  I remember 
MACDONALD , b u t  I don ' t remember DOHERTY . 
COL FRANKLIN: Who were your squad l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  1st Pla toon? 

A. A t  t h e  t i m e ,  GRIMES was one o f  t h e  squad l e a d e r s .  
COX had been k i l l e d  t h e  week be fo r e .  GRIMES, and probably  
Se r gean t  SMAIL. T h a t ' s  a l l  I can t h i n k  of r i g h t  now. I f  I 
cou ld  see a l i s t  of  names, I ' d  know. A l l  I know was GRIMES 
and S e r g e a n t  SMAIL. 

I0 : When you went s o u t h ,  f a i r l y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning 
a f t e r  you had l anded ,  d i d  you see a l o t  o f  peop l e  moving 
down t h e  road?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember any i n  h e r e .  I t  seems l i k e  I 
remember some peop l e  down from h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q Did you see some a c t i v i t y  go ing  on w i t h  t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r  o v e r  i n  t h a t  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. The h e l i c o p t e r s  were cove r ing  t h i s  a r e a .  I heard  
some f i r e .  I d o n ' t  remember any r o c k e t s .  Small  arms f i r e .  

Q. Did you see one h e l i c o p t e r  se t  down o v e r  i n  t h i s  
g e n e r a l  aPea? 

A. I neve r  saw a h e l i c o p t e r  set down, s i r .  I r e m e m -
b e r  w e  had a l o t  o f  h e l i c o p t e r s  around because  w e  had a lmost  
c o n s t a n t  coverage  a l l  morning. 

LTC MAHAFFEY: S i r ,  I w a s  j u s t  wondering i f  he would es t i -
mate--the f i r s t  o r d e r  t h a t  Colonel  MILLER was t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  
t o  c o l l e c t  a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s  o r  s t o p  t h e  s h o o t i n g  and burn  t h e  
v i l l a g e ;  what  w a s  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you g o t  t h e  o r d e r  o v e r  t h e  
r a d i o ?  

A. What I k e p t  t h i n k i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  was t h a t  Cap ta in  
MEDINA was s i t t i n g  o u t  h e r e  a t  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
t h a t  he d i d n ' t  know how b i g  a v i l l a g e  it was. What came t o  
my mind was t h a t  he had j u s t  g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and j u s t  
l e a r n e d  what was go ing  on w i t h  a l i  t h e  dead b o d i e s ,  and t h a t ' s  
when he gave t h e  o r d e r .  So it was e a r l y .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I 
w a s  any f a r t h e r  i n  t h a n  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I would 
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approximate t h e  t i m e  a t  0900. I was t h e  l as t  one i n  t h e r e  
a lmost ,  and everyone else was a lmost  a l l  t h e  way th rough ,  I 
would imagine,  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

MR MACCRATE: When you s a y ,  r i g h t  h e r e ,  cou ld  you,  j u s t  f o r  
t h e  r e c o r d ,  i d e n t i f y  where you were? 

A. I t  seems a l l - - i t ' s  someplace i n  h e r e .  I ' d  say  
probably i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e ,  because it was e a r l i e r  i n  
t h e  morning ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
I0 : W e l l ,  now l e t ' s  t h i n k  about  t h a t  f o r  j u s t  a  minute .  
You g o t  on t h e  ground a t  0800 o r  t h e r e a b o u t s ,  maybe a few 
minutes be fore .  You made a t r i p  down t o  t h e  s o u t h  where you 
must have t aken  some t i m e .  

A. W e  took q u i t e  a b i t  of  t i m e .  

Q - Then you had t o  come back up n o r t h  t o  your squad
l o c a t i o n .  So, t h a t  i n  i t s e l f  must have t aken  some consid-
e r a b l e  p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Right  s i r .  Maybe I ' l l  have t o  move t h e  t i m e  l a t e r  
on. W e  came down h e r e .  Like I s a i d ,  he d i d  want us t o  f i n d  
t h a t  weapons, s o  w e  d i d  t a k e  a l o t  of t i m e .  W e  moved back 
up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . W e  moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I s a t  down 
once f o r  a s h o r t  t i m e  and then  moved i n  aga in  and sa t  down. 
Then, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ,  I moved ove r  h e r e ,  and came down 
he re .  That  would make it about  0900. No l a t e r  t h a n  0930 o r  
0945, I w o u l d n ' t  t h i n k .  

Q - Again, I r ecogn ize  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you c a n ' t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You know, it sounds l i k e  I ' m  r e a l l y  
a dummy, b u t  t h a t  was a long t i m e  ago. 

Q A f t e r  your  lunch  b r e a k ,  Mr. LACROSS, do you re-
c a l l  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  your p l a t o o n  and company? 

A. I moved toward My L a i  ( 5 )  from My La i  ( 4 )  . I re-
member w e  c r o s s e d  a r i v e r  o r  a l i t t l e  b r i d g e .  

Q No. You w e r e  h e r e ,  you see. 

A. Okay. There was a l i t t l e  b r i d g e  a t  one  p l a c e ,  
and t h e r e  w a s  a t r a i l  l e a d i n g  a l m o s t ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  ways, 
from My L a i  ( 4 )  t o  My L a i  ( 5 ) .  But ,  it d o e s n ' t  show up on 
he re .  
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Q .  A r e  you s u r e  you were moving toward My L a i  ( 5 ) ,  
o r  w e r e  you moving t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  My L a i  ( I ) ?  

A. No, it was a g e n e r a l  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q .  The g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w e  have i s  t h a t  Bravo 
Company and C h a r l i e  Company l a a g e r e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  
t h a t  even ing .  W e l l ,  l e a v i n g  from My La i  ( 4 )  t o  your  n i g h t  
l a a g e r  s i t e ,  d i d  a n y t h i n g  unusua l  t a k e  p l a c e  t h a t  you can  
r e c a l l ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. We were t h e  l a s t  ones  i n  
t h e  whole company. Peop le  i n  t h e  whole company w e r e  s p r e a d  
o u t  300 t o  500 m e t e r s  ahead of u s ,  and I d i d n ' t  see a n y t h i n g .  

Q .  Did you p i c k  up any d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. L ike  one t i m e  I caugh t  up w i t h  t h e  o l d  man i n  a 
s m a l l  hoo tch  a r e a ,  and I t h i n k  they  had a  c h i c k e n .  I t  seems 
l i k e  a  c o u p l e  c h i c k e n s  and a  c o u p l e  of  o l d  p e o p l e .  But 
t h a t ' s  a l l  I c o u l d  s e e .  

Q .  Did you see any m i l i t a r y - a g e  males t h a t  had been--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  t h a t  GRIMES 
p i c k e d  up o u t s i d e  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

Q .  J u s t  t h e  two? 

A. The two o r  t h r e e ,  wha tever  t h e r e  was. 

Q .  And, t h o s e  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  you u n t i l  you g o t  t o  
the l a a g e r  s i t e ?  

A.  R i g h t .  

Q When you g o t  t o  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  where you mar r i ed  
up w i t h  Bravo Company, o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  
r i m ,  do  you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  Cap ta in  MICHLES t h e r e ?  

A. No, I know who Cap ta in  MI'CHLES was, b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember s e e i n g  him t h e r e .  

Q .  D o  you remember y o u r  l a a g e r  s i t e  b e i n g  n e a r  a 
cemetery p r  a  g r a v e y a r d  of some v a r i e t y ?  
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A.  No, sir.  My p l a toon  had t h e  s i d e  toward t h e  
r i v e r  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  We s t a r t e d  a t  t h e  r i v e r  and 
came around he re  s o r t  of an 8 t o  1 2  o ' c l o c k  p o s i t i o n .  

Q - Well, when you were i n  t h a t  l a a g e r  s i t e  a r e a ,  you
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had seen a c a p t a i n  come i n ?  

A. Right .  Captain KOTOUC. 

Q - W a s  t h e r e  anybody wi th  him? 

A. Some NP's showed up a t  t h e  t ime ,  some Nat iona l  
P o l i c e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know who they came wi th  o r  how they  g o t  
t h e r e .  

Q How many Nat iona l  Policemen were t h e r e ?  

A. I can remember s ee ing  about  t h r e e  o r  f o u r ,  b u t  
somebody s a i d  s i x .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any ARVN s o l d i e r s  w i th  them? 

A. -No t  t h a t  I remember. I remember say ing  where 
d i d  t hey  come from, and somebody s a i d  they w e r e  N P  Is. 

Q.  Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of p r i s o n e r s  going 
on t h e r e ?  

A. Right .  I saw Captain  KOTOUC i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e r e .  

Q. Can you t e l l  us about  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A. R igh t .  I t  seems l i k e  he was b e a t i n g  him with  a 
r i f l e .  When I saw him, h i s  hand, o r  h i s  e a r ,  I c a n ' t  remem-
b e r  which, I know I went over  t h e r e  and saw it. And, I ask-
ed t h e  "o ld  man" i f  he wanted t h i s  r i f l e  t agged ,  and he s a i d ,  
"Yes", and I g o t  away f i n a l l y .  I went back t o  my p l a toon  
a rea .  

Q.  Were t h e r e  any Na t iona l  Policemen t h e r e  wi th  him? 

A. They were around t h e  a r e a .  I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q. Did you see any i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h e r e  w i t h  Captain 
KOTOUC? 
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A. I i m a g i n e  C a p t a i n  M E D I N A ' s  i n t e r p r e t e r  w a s  there.  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q.  D o  you k n o w  h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  S e r g e a n t  PHU? 

A. Y e s ,  I k n e w  Se rgean t  PHU q u i t e  w e l l .  

Q W a s  PHU there? 

A. H e  w a s  w i t h  t h e  c o m p a n y  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I can '  t 
r e m e m b e r  i f  he w a s  on t h a t  operat ion.  I d i d n ' t  even k n o w  
h i s  n a m e  a t  the t i m e .  

Q. How m a n y  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e m e n  w e r e  there ,  as you can  
recal l?  

A. I can s a y  t h a t  I s a w  th ree .  

Q .  A n d ,  a l i t t l e  m o r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  n o w .  Y o u  s ay  he 
w a s  b e a t i n g  h i s  hands.  What w a s  he bea t ing  h i s  hands w i t h ?  

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  an M-16 b u t t .  

Q . C o u l d  it have been s o m e  o the r  ob jec t?  

A. I t  could  have been. L i k e  I s a y ,  s i r ,  I w a l k e d  
over there and I s a w  t h a t  they  w e r e  m o l e s t i n g  t h i s  person,  
and I s a i d ,  " S i r ,  h o w  do you w a n t  t h i s  r i f l e  tu rned  i n ? "  
And he s a id ,  " J u s t  t a g  i t ." A n d ,  I s a i d ,  " F i n e . "  

Q. Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A.  C a p t a i n  MEDINA. I t u r n e d  around and w a l k e d  back. 

Q .  How f a r  w a s  C a p t a i n  MEDINA f r o m  w h e r e  KOTOUC w a s  
bea t ing  t h i s  m a n ' s  hand? 

A. N o  m o r e  t han  20 f e e t ,  I t h i n k .  

Q. H e  could see t h i s  h i m s e l f ?  

A. I i m a g i n e  if he t u r n e d  t h a t  w a y  he w o u l d  have 
seen h i m .  

Q A t  t h a t  p o i n t  of t i m e ,  w a s  C a p t a i n  MICHLES w i t h  
C a p t a i n  MEDINA? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I never  saw Capta in  MICHLES. 
I knew he w a s  Bravo Company commander. I knew what he look-
ed l i k e  l a t e r  on,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  him over  t h e r e .  

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  a b i g  k n i f e  t h a t  day a t  
about t h a t  t ime? 

A .  No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  how c l o s e  were you t o  where you saw 
Captain  KOTOUC b e a t i n g  t h i s  man? 

A. My p l a toon  CP w a s  on ly  about  70 o r  80 f e e t  away 
from t h e  company CP. There w a s  t h e  remains of a hootch t h e r e .  
A s h e l t e r  and a couple  trees and s t u f f ,  and then  t h e r e  were 
some sweet p o t a t o e s  and on t h e  edge of t h e s e  sweet p o t a t o e s  
t h e r e  w e r e  some bushes ,  and I was on t h e  o u t s i d e  of t hose  
bushes f a c i n g  t h e  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  pe r ime te r .  

Q W e l l ,  when you s a w  him b e a t i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r ' s
hand, how c l o s e  were you from t h e  scene  when you w e r e  w i th  
Captain  MEDINA? 

A. I c a n ' t  even say  I saw him b e a t i n g  him up. I can 
say t h a t  I walked over  t o  t h e r e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  area wi th  Capta in  
MEDINA which w a s  less than  20 f e e t  from where Capta in  KOTOUC 
was. I s a w  t h e  man's f i n g e r ,  o r  somehow I n o t i c e d  e i t h e r  
h i s  f i n g e r  o r  h i s  e a r ,  I d o n ' t  know what,  and I asked somebody 
what happened. Now, e i t h e r  somebody s a i d ,  o r  I saw--I c a n ' t  
say what I s a w .  I t  seems l i k e  t h a t  i f  I would have seen it, 
I would have remembered it. I d o n ' t  remember it t h a t  w e l l .  

Q. You s a w  a f i n g e r  o r  ear--what do you mean? 

A. P a r t i a l l y  o f f ,  o r  c u t  r e a l  bad. 

Q Did you s e e  anyth ing  e l s e  happen t o  t h i s  one 
p r i s o n e r  o r  any o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. N o ,  sir. There was two of them. No s i r ,  I d o n ' t  
remember anyth ing  a t  a l l .  

Q .  Do you remember someone t a k i n g  one o f  t h o s e  p r i -
sone r s  o u t  and execu t ing  him? 

A.  There w a s  a man dead i n  t r e n c h  t h a t  I saw la ter  on 
t h a t  n i g h t  when w e  w e r e  e a t i n g .  But ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  any-
body executed him o r  i f  he w a s  s h o t  o r  what. I remember a 
dead man i n  a t r e n c h .  
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Q. One o r  two o r  more? 

A.  I remember j u s t  one,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  because I 
went over  t o  t h e  CP aga in ,  and it was a t  my CP where t h a t  
t r e n c h  w a s .  

Q And t h i s  had been one of t he  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  you 
had picked up e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon?  

A. I know t h a t  one of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  I picked 
up, I ' m  a lmost  p o s i t i v e ,  w a s  s e n t  i n ,  t h a t  Captain  KOTOUC had 
taken  him i n .  Somebody took him i n ,  because when we went i n  
someone s a y s ,  "Do you remember t h a t  man wi th  t h e  r ed  o u t f i t  
on? H e  was a ca rd-car ry ing  member s i n c e  1942, and they  g o t  
two whole t a p e s  of in format ion  on him." The o t h e r  ones  I 
c o u l d n ' t  say.  I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  were s i x  men o r  s o  
t h a t  were cap tu red .  They were POW'S t h a t  we had c a r r i e d  a-
long.  They w e r e  between t h e  company CP and Capta in  MICHLES 
p a r t  of t h e  t i m e ,  nea r  a s t o n e  w a l l  t h e r e  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  They were a l l  s i t t i n g  around t h a t  w a l l  one t i m e  when 
I went up t o  t h e  company C P .  

Q. But,  you d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody shoo t  anybody? 

A. No s i r ,  I d i d  no t .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you see Sergeant  PHU wi th  Capta in  KOTOUC a t  
t h e  t i m e  of t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  Do you remember s e e i n g  Ser-
gean t  PHU a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  t h a t  evening? 

A. No, s i r .  H e  c e r t a i n l y  must have been t h e r e .  He 
w a s  w i th  t h e  company a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  I 
remember s e e i n g  Sergeant  PHU s t a n d i n g  t h e r e .  

Q A t  one p l a c e  o r  ano the r ,  you j u s t  d o n ' t  remember 
him s t and ing  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  no t  a t  a s p e c i f i c  t ime.  

MR WEST: D o  you r e c a l l  Captain  MEDINA assembling t h e  p l a -
toon  l e a d e r s  and d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  ma t t e r  of body count? 

Yes, sir.A. 

Q Could you t e l l  us what happened? 

A. He had us i n s i d e  h i s  CP a r e a  and he s a i d  t h a t  he 
wanted s o  many men from each p l a toon  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  unload-
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i n g  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  when it came down f o r  RON, and t h a t ' s  
one of t h e  t h i n g s  he t o l d  us when he had us a l l  back. H e  
s a i d ,  "What i s  t h e  body count?" I gave him a nurnber of  s i x  
for my p la toon .  I knew some of my p l a toon  had done some 
f i r i n g  t h a t  day,  and everybody e l s e  gave a body count ,  and 
I d i d n ' t  want t o  say nothing.  I h a d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  seen  any-
body k i l l e d .  But you d o n ' t  always s e e  them k i l l e d  when you 
g i v e  your body count  anyway. I d i d n ' t .  The t o t a l  number 
came o u t  t o  128. NOW, how t h a t  was broken down b e s i d e s  my 
s i x ,  I c a n ' t  say .  But,  I remember q u i t e  d i s t i n c t l y  128. 

Q What d i d  t h e s e  s i x  of yours  c o n s i s t  o f ?  

A. H e  j u s t  s a i d  a body count ,  s ir .  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS 
gave a number. L i eu t enan t  CALLEY gave him a number. I d id-
n ' t  have a number t o  g i v e  him, s o  I s a i d  sir ,  a  half -dozen.  

MR MACCRATE: W a s  t h e  128 j u s t  f o r  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. I d o n ' t  know sir.  I t h i n k  it was j u s t  f o r  C h a r l i e  
Company. 

10: What number d i d  CALLEY g ive?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  Mine was s i x ,  and I ' v e  thought  
about t h i s ,  t o o ,  a f t e r  read ing  it i n  t h e  paper .  How many d i d  
each person g ive?  And, I c a n ' t  say.  I know I s a i d  s i x ,  a 
half-dozen.  And, I know t h e  t o t a l  number is  128,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know what each i n d i v i d u a l  p l a toon  l e a d e r  gave. 

Q .  What e v e r  prompted you t o  g i v e  s i x ?  

A. Because I knew my men had f i r e d  du r ing  t h e  day. 
I ' m  t h e  new man i n  t h e  company. The o t h e r  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  
gave a number, and I wasn ' t  going t o  s ay  no th ing .  I knew 
somebody must have k i l l e d  somebody t h a t  day. So I j u s t  s a i d  
s i x .  

MR WEST: You j u s t  gave an e s t i m a t e ?  

A. I t  wasn ' t  even an e s t i m a t e .  How can I e s t i m a t e  
wi thout  s ee ing?  I gave him a number. 

Q I t  was a  guess?  

A .  Right .  

Q. This  i s  supposed t o  r e p r e s e n t  VC k i l l e d ?  
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A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  T h a t ' s  what I thought  when he asked 
f o r  a k i l l  coun t .  

Q .  When you hea rd  t h e s e  o t h e r  numbers, what d i d  
you t h i n k  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d ?  

A. I thought  it w a s  a h e l l  o f  a l o t  o f  peop l e ,  be-
cause  I h a d n ' t  s e e n  t h a t  many people .  

Q Did you have any s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  t h e y  might  have 
been coun t ing  c i v i l i a n s ,  dead c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  what I ' d  probably  t h i n k .  I 
mean, I doubt  i f  t h e r e  was 128 a l l - o u t  enemy t h e r e .  

Q . Had your  p l a toon  been f i r e d  on a t  a l l  t h a t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  s a y ,  s i r .  I had one o r  two incoming 
rounds o v e r  my head t h a t  day .  There  was a l o t  o f  o t h e r  
f i r i n g  going on. But ,  no one else had r e p o r t e d  any r e a l l y  
heavy a c t i v i t y .  

Q .  But no men o f  your  p l a t o o n  w e r e  wounded o r  k i l l e d  
t h a t  day? 

A. No, s ir .  

COL MILLER: A f t e r  you had g o t t e n  i n t o  your  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  o r  
about  t h a t  t i m e ,  d i d  you h e a r  any th ing  abou t  making a sweep 
back th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i  t o  count  b o d i e s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q Did you h e a r  any o r d e r  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  come 
o v e r  t h e  r a d i o ,  n o t  t o  you, b u t  t o  Cap ta in  MEDINA o r  someone 
else i n  t h e  company? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  The n e x t  day w e  moved back up h e r e ,  where 
L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY g o t  wounded, I b e l i e v e .  I t  might  be  a n o t h e r  
s m a l l  h i l l .  I l e f t  a t  noon t h e  n e x t  day.  

Q .  Did you a t  any t i m e  move back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of 
My La j ?  

A. No, s i r .  None of t h e  company d i d  a s  f a r  as I know. 

10: L e t  m e  ask you about  t h e  128 a g a i n .  You ' re  s u r e  
t h i s  f i g u r e  i s  128 t h a t  you remembered from t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  i s  
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t h i s  something t h a t  you read i n  some newspaper o r  something? 
1 I 

A. I b e l i e v e  I read t h a t  same number, too.  But I 
th ink  t h a t  number i s  what I remember from t h a t  day. 

Q = Could you be g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  confused about t h e  
t o t a l  body count of both Char l i e  Company and Bravo Company? 

I 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I s a i d  t h a t .  I s a i d  I wasn ' t  su re .  I ' m  
sure  t h a t  I s a i d  s i x .  I ' m  su re  t h a t  t h e  number 128 was men-
tioned. Tha t ' s  a l l  I'm s u r e  o f .  

COL FRANKLIN: How o l d  were you a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I was 23, I be l i eve .  

Q Did you go t o  OCS? 

A. I Y e s ,  I did.  

Q. This w a s  your f i r s t  r e a l  combat ac t ion .  You've 
made a combat a s s a u l t  and you have never r e a l l y  seen blood 
before.  You'd l o s t  a squad the  day before .  You're see ing  
a l o t  of th ings  t h a t  you've never seen before .  And you 
mentioned t h a t  you were shocked. Would you j u s t  descr ibe  
f o r  us  some of t h e  f e e l i n g s  t h a t  you had and t h e  thoughts 
t h a t  went through your mind as you heard the  bamboo popping 
and you ran  across  t h e s e  bodies? What d i d  you t h i n k  about 
t h i s  organiza t ion  t h a t  you had jo ined ,  t h e  United S t a t e s  
Army, and C Company, and t h e  r e s t  of t h e s e  th ings?  

A. Well, I could t a k e  2 days t o  t e l l  you everything 
t h a t  went through my mind. Things t h a t  s t and  out  t h a t  I re-
member, s t a r t i n g  from t h e  beginning, when we landed, and I 
could hear  f i r i n g ,  and nobody was g e t t i n g  h i t .  I thought 
when you s h o t ,  you came c l o s e  o r  you h i t  somebody. There was 
nobody g e t t i n g  h i t  i n  t h a t  p a r t .  I was nervous,  j u s t  l i k e  I 
am now, and my mouth was d r y ,  and I was a l i t t l e  sca red ,  and 
I d i d n ' t  know what t h e  h e l l  I ' d  do i f  somebody go t  k i l l e d  o r  
sho t ,  o r  i f  somebody s t a r t e d  moving a t  us. I t  was a l l - - I  
d i d n ' t  know, per iod.  I knew what I was supposed t o  do. I 
d i d n ' t  know w h a t  I ' d  do. When t h e  "o ld  man" t o l d  us t o  move 
down t o  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  we moved down t h e r e  and I 
was scared .  We were s tanding  up i n  t h a t  g rass  hear ing  a  l o t  
of f i r i n g .  The gunships were moving overhead f i r i n g ,  and we 
were making r e a l  p r e t t y  t a r g e t s .  A l l  r i g h t .  We d i d n ' t  have 
any a c t i v i t y .  W e  went down and came back. We heard f i r i n g .  
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My r e f l e x e s ,  of cou r se ,  I looked and c o u l d n ' t  s e e  anything.  
W e  q u i t  f i r i n g  and moved back t o  t he  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  moved i n ,  and as  soon a s  we go t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I 
saw a  smal l  c h i l d  about 3 yea r s  o l d ,  l y i n g  i n  the  pa th .  
You've g o t  t o  unders tand t h a t  I ' m  a country  boy, and I was 
l i v i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  s t i c k s  and a l l  t h i s  s t u f f  , and I wasn ' t 
used t o  it. None of it.  We moved on f a r t h e r ,  and, l i k e  I 
s a i d ,  when I s t a r t e d  down t o  t he  "o ld  man" I saw some more 
people  l y i n g  i n  t h e  pa th .  When I saw them I wanted--there 
was a l o t  of b lood,  and some women and some bab ie s  and 
t h e r e  were some young boys. I s h o u l d n ' t  say bab ie s .  There 
were some young c h i l d r e n ,  I d o n ' t  eve r  remember s e e i n g  a 
r e a l l y  sma l l  baby, dead i n  the  v i l l a g e .  I k e p t  looking  a t  
my RTO and he k e p t  looking a t  me, and I don' t know what he 
had seen  b e f o r e  t h a t .  I c a n ' t  say.  But he looked j u s t  
about a s  nervous a s  I was. I saw t h e s e  people  and the  f i r s t  
t h i n g  I wondered was should t h e  medics patch them up, and 
t h e  medic walked by and s a i d  t h e r e  was no th ing  t h a t  we can 
do f o r  t h a t  one t h e r e .  I could hea r  t h a t  t h a t  one was s t i l l  
b rea th ing .  He w a s  j u s t  a l l  t o r e  up. W e  moved on,  and I t o l d  
t h e  CO. The medic, I b e l i e v e ,  s topped o f f  t h e r e .  I can 
remember t a l k i n g  t o  him only one t ime.  I remember s e e i n g  
t h e  medic t h e r e  w i th  t he  man t h a t  was wounded. I saw t h e  
man wounded, and he d i d n ' t seem t o  be h u r t  ' too bad,  s o  t h a t  
d i d n ' t  bo the r  me much. I s a w  a l l  t h e s e  people  r i g h t  o u t  he re  
i n  the  open. Now, t h a t  d i d  bo the r  m e .  I c o u l d n ' t  under-
s t a n d  how they g o t  k i l l e d .  When t h e y ' r e  i n  t h e  road l i k e  
t h a t .  Usual ly  when you s t a r t  f i r i n g  t h e y ' l l  run f o r  a  bunker 
o r  cover.  They a r e  s o  used t o  it they  know what t o  do. But 
t h e s e  people  d i d n ' t  know. I walked back over  t o  my men, and 
I s a t  down. I w a s  g e t t i n g  i r r i t a t e d .  I c o u l d n ' t  t a l k  t o  my 
people  whenever I wanted them. I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  r a d i o  comrnuni- 
c a t i o n s .  I was angry.  W e  were s i t t i n g ,  and they would say 
move, s t o p ,  move, s t o p .  I couldn '  t see  enough of what was 
going on. And, I almost-- j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  s ee  enough of it. I 
c o u l d n ' t  see what was a c t u a l l y  happening. We moved o u t  he re  
b e s i d e  a d i t c h ,  and by then the  shock w a s  almost  over  w i t h ,  
and I s a w  t hose  people  i n  t he  d i t c h  on t h e  f a r  s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I went back t o  t he  "o ld  man" and he seemed a l i t t l e  
nervous,  n o t  t o o  bad. The o t h e r  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  were nervous. 
Everybody j u s t  t a l k i n g  and k ind  of e x c i t e d  a l l  t h e  t ime.  
That  n i g h t  w a s  when it r e a l l y  h i t  m e ,  when we s a t  down and I 
s t a r t e d  t h i n k i n g  about t h i s  s t u f f .  I thought  i t  would be more 
l i k e ,  some of t h e s e  guys they see  t h i s  t h i n g  and now I ,  my-
s e l f ,  s e e  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I t  doesn 't bo the r  me today ,  now, 
b u t  maybe when I have a few k i d s  of my own o r  some grandchi l -  
d ren  and I g e t  t o  be 60 o r  70 and h a v e n ' t  g o t  any th ing  b e t t e r  
t o  do and I s t a r t  t h i n k  about t h i s ,  it might bo the r  me then .  
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I w a s  t h i n k i n g  of  t h e  consequences. I f  I were t h o s e  people  
and when I ' m  o l d ,  t h a t  day,  and s e e  what t hey  might f e e l  l i k e  
some day. I thought  it w a s  an awful l o t  of  blood.  L ike  I 
t o l d  Sergeant  LOPEZ, I c o u l d n ' t  t a k e  it. I c o u l d n ' t .  I t  
was j u s t  t o o  many dead people .  Too many w h a t  seemed l i k e  non-
combatants dead. There was something e l s e  t h a t  kep t  running 
through my mind: what i f  we eve r  had a war h e r e  i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  
and someone came through my home town and t h a t  happened. I 
w a s  imagining what t h o s e  people  f e l t  who were a l i v e  i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h a t  day. Genera l ly  j u s t  a l o t  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  
some anger ,  and a l o t  of wonder a s  t o  whether t h i s  a c t u a l l y  
went on,  I c o u l d n ' t  see it. And, I never  imagined it would 
be l i k e  t h a t .  I always thought  it was l i k e  i n  t h e  movies. 
You g o t  on l i n e ,  you used f i r e ,  maneuver, a l i t t l e  f i repower ,  
t h e  gunsh ips ,  c a l l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  and move i n  on t h e  enemy 
and you maybe d i d n ' t  see him, b u t  i f  you saw him and you had 
a r i f le ,  you s h o t  him. I found o u t  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  l i k e  t h a t .  
T h a t ' s  why I w a s  so s u r p r i s e d .  H e r e  eve ry th ing  t h a t  I had 
been t a u g h t  f o r  a y e a r ,  b e t t e r  t h a n  a y e a r ,  j u s t  d i d n ' t  s e e m  
l i k e  t h a t ' s  t h e  way they  t a u g h t  it t o  m e .  I d o n ' t  know what 
else I can say  about  t h a t .  

Q One o t h e r  ques t ion .  What i s  t h i s  g rey  smoke you 
mentioned? 

A. I was wondering myse l f ,  t o o ,  why I thought  it was 
grey smoke. White smoke always marked an enemy p o s i t i o n .  
Red smoke w a s  always--that  was what t h e  SOP f o r  t h e  day w a s .  
You c o u l d n ' t  e v e r  pop wh i t e  smoke o r  r e d  smok.e, because t h a t  
meant an enemy p o s i t i o n .  I t  j u s t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
grey smoke dropped on t h e  p o s i t i o n  where t h e  p i l o t  s h o t  t h i s  
man w i t h  a weapon, dropped down i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  mark 
t h e  p o s i t i o n  where t h e  weapon w a s .  L ike  1 s a i d ,  t h i s  w a s  
t a l l  r ice, and w e  wouldn ' t  have found it i f  he d i d n ' t  mark 
t h e  area. 

Q. W e l l ,  was it W P ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  WP.  They were t o o  
heavy. There w a s  nobody c a r r y i n g  it. There is a w h i t e  smoke 
grenade.  

Q. Thank you very much. 

10: M r .  LACROSS, you s a w  Capta in  MEDINA down t h e r e  on 
t h e  sou the rn  end of t h e  v i i l a g e  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  Did you 
t e l l  him about  a l l  t h e  dead women and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  you had 
seen? 
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A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I mentioned it t o  him, s i r .  I 
t h i n k  he  s a w  t h a t  one 3 y e a r  o l d ,  o r  what e v e r  it w a s ,  
a s  he  come i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I 
d o n ' t  remember mentioning anyth ing  t o  him. GLIMPSE w a s  
wi th  m e .  I probably d i d .  

Q .  When he  c a l l e d  you back t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you t e l l  him about  t h e  women, c h i l d r e n  and 
noncombatants you had seen  t h a t  day? 

A. No s i r ,  he walked r i g h t  through t h e r e ,  through t h e  
s a m e  p a t h s  and he  saw eve ry th ing  I saw except  f o r  a few t h a t  
w e r e  i n  through h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
Q. When he took t h e  body count  t h a t  n i g h t ,  was any-
t h i n g  s a i d  by anybody about t h e  f i g u r e s  g iven ,  t h a t  t h e s e  i n -  
cluded women and c h i l d r e n  and s o  on. 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  Now, y o u ' l l  have t o  
unders tand a l i t t l e  b i t  about Capta in  MEDINA. He w a s  t h e  
boss  of t h e  o u t f i t ,  and t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any doubt about  it. I f  
you had something t o  s a y ,  it b e t t e r  be good. I f  you had a 
q u e s t i o n ,  it b e t t e r  make some sense .  H e  never  s a t  around and 
"BS1d" wi th  t h e  o f f i c e r s .  I f  he d i d ,  it was a r a r e  occas ion .  
I can remember it once when he l e f t  t h e  company, and once be- 
f o r e  t h a t .  H e  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  f r a t e r n i z i n g .  I t  had t o  be 
something p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  miss ion and something of  impor-
t ance .  

Q. You had been g iven  a y e a r ' s  t r a i n i n g ,  and up t o  
t h i s  t i m e  had a y e a r ' s  exper ience .  P a r t  of  your  t r a i n i n g  
had t o  do w i t h  t h e  Geneva Conventions and t h e  r u l e s  of  l and  
war fa re .  That  which you observed w a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  an  a t r o c i t y .  
Everybody i s  supposed t o  r e p o r t  t h e s e  a t r o c i t i e s .  What I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  is  i f  you o r  anybody else r e p o r t e d  t h i s  
s o  it could e n t e r  t h e  proper  cha in  of command? . 

A. I unders tand from t h e  papers  t h a t  t h e r e  was word 
given o u t ,  and from t h e  C I D  man t h a t  came t o  t a l k  t o  me, I 
unders tand t h e  word w a s  g iven o u t  n o t  t o  w r i t e  t o  your congress- 
man pr r e p o r t  it. And, t h i s  i s  something t h a t  I had never  
heard  about .  H e  asked m e ,  "Do you t h i n k  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA 
i s  t h e  k ind  of  man t h a t  would say  t h i s  t h ing?"  And, I s a i d  
"No." And, he  s a i d ,  "Well, he d i d .  W e  have o t h e r  people  t h a t  
say he d i d . "  I s a i d ,  "Al l  r i g h t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  i t . "  To 
m e  it w a s  an a t r o c i t y .  I d o n ' t  need t h e  Geneva Conventions 
t o  t e l l  m e  t h a t  it w a s  an a t r o c i t y .  I know myself .  A s  f a r  
a s  r e p o r t i n g  it, Capta in  MEDINA, l i k e  I s a y ,  w a s  t h e  boss .  
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I f  he thought  t h e r e  should have been something done about it--
he never  l e f t  any doubt i n  your mind a s  t o  who was the  boss .  
You d i d n ' t  do anything un less  he t o l d  you. And you'd b e t t e r  
do it when he does t e l l  you. I ' m  s u r e  you have t h e  same i m -
p r e s s i o n  from everybody t h a t  has  worked wi th  him. H e  was a 
strict man i n  some senses  of t h e  word. I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  t h a t  
i s  my excuse f o r  n o t  going ahead and c a l l i n g  up t o  b r igade  o r  
t o  someone else and say ing  look ,  I t h i n k  something t e r r i b l e  
happened h e r e  and something should be done about  it. I t  
wasn 't j u s t  Captain  MEDINA t h e r e .  Captain  MICHLES ' company 
w a s  t h e r e .  But he wasn ' t  nea r  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  area. Captain  
KOTOUC was t h e r e .  There w a s  o t h e r  people  i n  t h e  company. I 
had j u s t  jo ined  the  company, and I was probably the  only 
r e a l l y  new replacement  t h e r e  because we w e r e n ' t  down t o  low 
enough s t r e n g t h  t o  s t a r t  g e t t i n g  replacements .  I d i d n ' t  hea r  
anybody else say anyth ing  about it.  I t  w a s  l i k e  I was j u s t  
wai t ing .  Like I s a i d  t o  Sergeant  LOPEZ, " I  c a n ' t  t a k e  t h i s  
aga in . "  I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t .  I c o u l d n ' t  s t a n d  t o  go through 
it aga in .  And Sergeant  LOPEZ s a y s ,  "Well, it doesn ' t  happen. " 
This  is  t h e  only t ime t h a t  he had seen it happen. And, I s a i d  
"Good, I hope it d o e s n ' t  happen a g a i n . "  A s  f a r  a s  going ahead 
and r e p o r t i n g  it, t h a t  never  r e a l l y  e n t e r e d  my mind t o  go 
ahead and buck Captain  MEDINA, t o  go and r e p o r t  it t o  somebody 
else. I know i t ' s  i n  t he  Geneva Conventions t h a t  t he se  t h i n g s  
a r e  supposed t o  be r e p o r t e d ,  because I 've  heard  it, s i r ,  b u t  
I 've  never been t o  a command informat ion  meeting where a 
company commander s a i d  t h i s  t o  h i s  men. Not one t ime whi le  
I w a s  
never  

i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  had I heard t h a t  t h i n g  mentioned. I 
remember r ead ing  it anyplace e i t h e r .  

Q . That you had heard  what mentioned? 

A. That  you should go ahead and r e p o r t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
above channels .  Do you know what I mean? 

9- Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  e v e r  remember it. They say i t ' s  i n  t h e  
Geneva Convent ions ,  b u t  people  say t h a t  every  G I  knows it. 
Bow come I never.  heard  about i t ?  I made every command in -  
formaton meeting,  and I d o n ' t  e v e r  remember r ead ing  it o r  
h e a r i n g  i t ,  t h a t  one p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g ,  t h a t  you should  go 
above the n e x t  person i n  your chain  of command and r e p o r t  
it, and make s u r e  it g e t s  known. I mean, t h e  paper  i s  
making t h e  G I  look  l i k e  a dummy by say ing  t h a t ,  and a G I  
is no t  a dummy. So I d o n ' t  s e e  why they  say t h i s  s t u f f  
about him t h a t  a l l  t h e  G I ' s  h e r e  i n  t h i s  company should  
have r e p o r t e d  it. A s  f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned I d i d n ' t  h e a r  
it, s o  I d o n ' t  expec t  my men t o  go ahead and r e p o r t  it i f  
t hey  d i d n ' t  know it. 

I 
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Q. When you a r r i v e d  i n  c o u n t i y  i n  t h e  America1 Divi -  
s i o n ,  d i d  you g o  t o  an  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  p e r i o d ?  

A. No, s ir .  W e  a r r i v e d  a s  a  b r i g a d e .  W e  had I Quess  
what you c o u l d  c a l l  an  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  p e r i o d .  W e  a r r i v e d  a t  
Q u i  Nhon and moved by v e h i c l e  convoy up t o  C a r a n t a n  a t  Duc 
Pho. W e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  approx imate ly  a  week p r a c t i c i n g  C A ' s  
and l o c a l  ambush p a t r o l s ,  l e t t i n g  everybodv j u s t  g e t  used  t o  
t h e  c l i m a t e ,  and how t o  se t  up a  bunker ,  and used  t o  t h e  a r e a .  
W e  d i d n ' t  have  any--we j u s t  had  movies,  r e g u l a r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
t y p e  movies.  I n e v e r  a t t e n d e d  a  m e e t i n s  o r  a n y t h i n g  p e r t a i n -  
i n g  t o  t h e  Geneva Convent ions .  

Q - W e l l ,  when d i d  you a r r i v e  i n  c o u n t r y ?  You i n d i c a t -
e d  t o  m e  t h a t  you j o i n e d  t h i s  o u t f i t  j u s t  t h r e e  weeks b e f o r e .  

A. I a r r i v e d  i n  Hawaii and i o i n e d  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  i n  
October .  I was a s s i g n e d  a s  a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
company. Bu t ,  t h e  c o l o n e l  s a i d  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  need  a n o t h e r  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  so  I was supposed t o  work a s  
t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f  h e a d q u a r t e r s  company. Headquar te r s  
company i s n ' t  a l lowed an  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  under  T O & E ,  b11t 

I worked t h e r e  anyway. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  w e  g o t  t h e r e ,  i n  c o u n t r y ,  
I w a s  supposed t o  s t a r t  a s  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f  S 3  a g a i n ,  b u t  t h e y  
s t i l l  d i d n ' t  need one ,  so I s t a y e d  w i t h  h e a d q u a r t e r s  co'.lpanV 
s e t t i n g  up m e s s  h a l l s  and o f f - t h e - w a l l  jobs .  W e  moved from 4 
LZ Caran tan  where w e  s p e n t  t h o s e  f i r s t  3 weeks, approx-
i m a t e l y ,  t o  LZ Thunder,  f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  I was t h e r e  
a b o u t  a week, o r  maybe 2 weeks, and I was i n  t h e  s a m e  t h i n q  
which w a s  g o i n g  w i t h  a j e e p  o r  a t r u c k  and g e t t i n q  s u p p l i e s  
f o r  t h e  c o l o n e l  up  a t  t h e  forward  f i r e  b a s e ,  m a i l ,  and j u s t  
s e e i n g  a b o u t  odds  and ends  f o r  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  p e r s o n n e l .  
A l l  r i g h t ,  when t h i s  o t h e r  f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ,  wha tever  h i s  name, 
w a s ,  I c a n ' t  remember, who had my p l a t o o n  b e f o r e  I d i d ,  w a s  
dead ,  g o t  wounded, i t  was a b o u t  1000 when t h e  c o l o n e l  came 
i n t o  t h e  m e s s h a l l  and s a i d ,  "You a r e  g o i n g  t o  t h e  f i e l d  
where t h e y  need a new l i e u t e n a n t .  You a r e  g o i n g  t o  C h a r l i e  
Company, Task Force  Barker .  " And t h a t  ' s  when I l e f t ,  r i g h t  
t h e r e .  T h a t  was a b o u t  2 7  February ,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y .  

Q - You w e r e  n o t  q i v e n  any i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  by t h e  u n i t  
t h a t  was a l r e a d y  t h e r e  a t  LZ Bronco, a t  Duc Pho? 

A .  They w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  4 t h  D i v i s i o n ,  I b e l f e v e ,  and some 
o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  came o v e r  and t a l k e d  t o  o u r  o f f i c e r s .  I 
remember something a b o u t  t h e  company commanders and t h e  exec-  
u t i v e  o f f i c e r s .  And t h e y  went o u t  w i t h  them on ambush p a t r o l s *  
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A l o t  o f  people  went o u t  i n  some c a s e s ,  b u t  I never  went. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander coming down 
with  t h e  judge advocate  and g i v i n g  a  l e c t u r e  on t h e  Geneva 
Convention r u l e s  and t h e  r u l e s  of  l a n d  war fa re?  

A.  There was a g e n e r a l  t h a t  came and v i s i t e d  us one 
day, b u t  he was from t h e  United S t a t e s ,  a t  LZ Carantan.  Now 
t h a t ' s  be fo re  I moved t o  Thunder, and he j u s t  gave us s o r t  
of a pep t a l k  and morale t a l k .  That  was it. 

Q - Do you know who t h e  gene ra l  was? 

No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q =  D o  you know your  d i v i s i o n  commander? 

A. I went up f o r  a g e n e r a l ' s  a i d e  i n t e r v i e w .  T h a t ' s  
where I went t h e  n e x t  day a f t e r  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t r a n d  I 
spoke t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander, I b e l i e v e  it was 
Colonel  Young, a t  t h e  t ime.  I only spoke t o  him f o r  a couple  
o f  minutes.  I ' d  recognize  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander's name. I t  
s t a r t e d  w i t h  an A ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  it. 

Q - The d i v i s i o n  commander's name a t  t h e  t ime began 
wi th  a K ,  KOSTER. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r ,  b u t  we had ano the r  d i v i s i o n  comman-
d e r  come i n  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  because I went up f o r  ano the r  
i n t e r v i e w  a t  t h a t  t ime a l s o .  O r ,  maybe I ' m  g e t t i n g  k ind  of  
confused he re .  

MR MACCRAT'E: M r .  LACROSS, we have h e r e  a book of  photographs 
t h a t  we unders tand  were taken  on t h e  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I 
would l i k e  you just t o  l e a f  through t h e  book and s t o p  when 
you s e e  something t h a t  you recognize .  E i t h e r  an even t  o r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  you can i d e n t i f y  i n  t h e  photographs ,  s o  t h a t  
we may make a n o t e  o f  it f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  

A. This  i s  LZ Do t t i e .  

Q - P-26 ( E x h i b i t  P-26) . 
A. LZ Do t t i e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  t a k e  a look a t  P-29? Can you d i s t i n -  
gu ish  anyone i n  t h a t  photograph? 
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A. No s i r .  

Q - P-30? 

A. That  could be a man named DELPOME. 

Q. I t  could be  DELPOME? 

A. Y e s  s i r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  be su re .  

Q - P-25? 

A. Sergeant  GRIMES.  

A. Sergeant  LOPEZ. But,  I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e .  

Q. P-24 i s  t h e  same. P - 6 4 ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  is  a man named SMITH, G.A . ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. SMITH is  l e a d i n g  t h e  l i n e  i n  P - 6 4 ?  Followed by 
DELPOME? Is t h a t  t h e  scene  swinging sou th  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  
you r e f e r r e d  t o ?  

A ,  Not t h e  same one,  s i r .  I t  looks l i k e  i t ' s  pro-
bably the same l o c a t i o n  a l though i t ' s  no t  t h e  same p i c t u r e  
I s a w .  I t  w a s  t h e  one be fo re ,  and they w e r e  going l i k e  t h i s  
and GRIMES and DELPOME and MACDONALD, I b e l i e v e .  

Q - Were you accompaning them a t  t h e  t ime P-64 was 
taken? 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  Like I s a i d ,  I was on t h a t  
s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and I w a s  on t h e  sou thern  end. I c a n ' t  
s a y  i f  t h i s  is t h e  same p l a c e  because it d o e s n ' t  have My Lai  
( 4 )  i n  it. 

Q. Well,  w e  unders tand t h a t  t he se  p i c t u r e s  were 
taken that day. 

A. But, w e  w e r e n ' t  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  a l l  day. This 
could have been taken someplace on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q .  These p i c t u r e s  are arranged i n  ch rono log ica l  o r -
d e r  s o  t h a t  what you a r e  looking  a t  now is  on the  w e s t  s i d e  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Can you i d e n t i f y  anyone on P - 6 3 ?  
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A. No, s i r .  T h a t  l o o k s  l i k e  GRIMES, b u t  I c a n ' t  
t e l l .  H e  was w e a r i n g  a t h i n g  o n .  t h e  back o f  h i s  h e l m e t ,  b u t  
a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  d i d ,  t o o .  

A. T h i s  i s  t h e  I n d i a n  boy ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  h i s  
name. H e  was a r e a l  q u i e t  man. I c o u l d  r e c o g n i z e  h i s  name 
on a r o s t e r .  

Q- Do you remember t h e  ' i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  N o  s i r .  

CO'L F R A N K L I N :  D o  vou c a l l  him "Chief " ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

A. I r e c a l l  t h e  " C h i e f . "  But  t h a t .  w a s n ' t  hi's name. 
I.f I c o u l d  have  a r o s t e r  I c o u l d  show you h i s  name. You 

see, , a l l  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  a r e  back s h o t s ,  and I c a n ' t  t e l l .  


A. . T h i s  l o o k s  l i k e  a b o u t  where t h e  man was s h o t .  

But I d o n ' t  remember t h e  boy b e i n g  t h e r e  on t h e  s i d e  o f  him. 

The man w a s  s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t ,  t h e  American s o l d i e r ,  CARTER. 


A. T h a t ' s  S e r g e a n t  GRIMES. 

A. T h i s  i s  DELPOMZ. 

Q *  P-68. Do you r e c o g n i z e  anyone h e r e ?  . 

A.  There  w e r e  some h o u s e s  i n  t h e r e  l i k e  t h i s .  I re-
member t h e  h o u s e s .  No, I c a n ' t  r e c o g n i z e  anyone.  I r e m e m -
be r  p o t a t o e s  b e i n g  burned  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
them t h a t  day.  

Q- P-69, 


A. T h i s  l o o k s  l i k e  DUSTIN. 
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A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  h u t  t h a t  l o o k s  l i k e  o u t  on t h a t  
t r a i l ,  

Q . P-41 c o u l d  be coming o u t  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  s i d e  of  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I t  lool ts  l i k e  a l o t  more p e o p l e  t h a n  I saw t h e r e .  

A. T h i s  is  o b v i o u s l y  S e r g e a n t  PHU. 

A .  T h i s  is  S e r g e a n t  PHU h e r e  t o o .  

Q C a n  you i d e n t i f y  t h e  man i n  t h e  background of t h e  
p i c t u r e ?  , 

A. ' T h a t  l o o k s  l i k e  MURRAY, b u t  I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

Q Looks l i k e  who? 
, 

A. MURRAY, t h e  " o l d  man ' s "  RTO. And, t h i s  l o o k s  l i k e  
m C D O N u D .  

Q T h a t  i s  t h e  Negro i n  t h e  midd le  of  t h e  p i c t u r e .  

A. I t h i n k  i t ' s  e i t h e r  him or a n o t h e r  S e r g e a n t  E-6.  
I t h i n k  i t ' s  S e r g e a n t  MITCHELL. But  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  ser-
g e a n t ,  S e r g e a n t  BAKER, who looked  a l o t  l i k e  him. 

Q Did you see t h i s  o l d  man w i t h  t h e  two ve ry  youilg
c h i l d r e n ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  o l d  man, t h e  one  t h a t  I t o l d  
you a b o u t  when w e  came i n  h e r e  by t h e  e d g e ,  and C a p t a i n  
MEDINA was w a l k i n g  b e h i n d  me w i t h  t h e  o l d  man. I t h i n k  t h a t  
is t h e  one. I 

Q You t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  o l d  man t h a t  you r a n  i n t o  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I t  c o u l d  very w e l l  be ,  r i g h t .  
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T h i s  i s  the Inan who s h o t  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  f o o t .  

Q P-7, t h i s  i s  CARTEII, t h c  man who s h o t  h i m s e l f  i n  
t h e  f o o t .  

A. T h i s  i s  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  head medic a t  t h e  t i m e .  I 
would r e c o g n i z e  h i s  name on t h e  roster. 

Q- P-36. A t t e n d i n g  CARTER. D o  you r e c o g n i z e  him? 

A. N o .  I know t h a t  h e ' s  i n  the company, b u t  I d o n ' t  
know h i s  name. 

A. T h i s  is  C a p t a i n  MEDINA., 
I 

Q. C a p t a i n  MEDINA i n  ' t h e  background t a l k i n g  on h i s  
r a d i o ?  

A. Y e s  s i r ,  h e ' s  t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o .  T h i s  i s  
S p e c i a l i s t  MURRAY. 

Q Next t o  C a p t a i n  MEDINA on t h e  l e f t  is  S p e c i a l i s t  
MURRAY--
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h i s  man w a s  an e n g i n e e r .  H e  w a s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  us t o  blow up mines or t u n n e l s  t h a t  w e  might  
f i n d ,  H e  w a s  a t a l l  s k i n n y  guy. 

Q- To t h e  l e f t  of  M r .  MURRAY? 

A.  Now, t h i s  is t h e  head medic,  and BERNHARDT. 

Q- BERNHARDT, to  t h e  r i g h t ,  on P-10. 

You i n d i c a t e d  that  you d i d  n o t  see them d u s t o f f  
CARTER, is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

A. T h i s  is  L i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX, o u r  a r t i l l e r y  FO. 

Q* Can you j u s t  go down t h e  back f o r  u s ?  

(LACROSS) 5 5 APP T-129 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



- - 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. Y e s  b u t  I ' m  only  going t o  g e t  t o  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,
his i s  t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  i n  mortars, t h e  guy ' s  name is 

MARONEY, Se rgean t  MARONEY. And, t h i s  is Se rgean t  PHU, and 
t h i s  i s  an a t t a c h e d  person from t h e  four-deuce p l a t o o n ,  FLYNN, 

Q *  FLYNN? 

A. FLYNN. 
Q. The one wi th  h i s  h a t  o f f  and h i s  helmet o f f ,  and 
h i s  hands behind h i s  head,  

Now, w e r e  you t h e r e  when P-13 w a s  t aken?  

I could have been. 

Q Does t h a t  look l i k e  t h e  p l a c e  where you went a-
cross t o  meet w i t h  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. I t h i n k  so, sir. This i s  where t h e  man w a s  wound-
ed. 

Q. And you would p u t  t h i s  j u s t  east  of  t h e  t r a i l  
t h a t  comes i n  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  p o i n t  on t h e  sou th  s i d e  of the  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right .  This p i c t u r e  h e r e  reminds m e  of an i n c i -
d e n t  t h a t  happened a long t i m e  ago, b u t  I d o n ' t  recognize  
t h e  houses. 

Q. W e l l ,  i f  you w i l l  look more c l o s e l y  you w i l l  no-
t ice  t h a t  i n  P-17 you can f i n d  and i d e n t i f y  t h e  f i g u r e s  i n  
P-13. I n  f a c t  t he  man i d e n t i f i e d  as FLYNN s t i l l  has h i s  
arms behind h i s  head. 

A. Okay. Now, I can see t h e  FO h e r e ,  and t h i s  must 
be MARONEY. Those are probably members of the mortar pla-
toon. Sergeant  MARONEY is  t h e  mortar p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  I mean 
m o r t a r  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t .  

Q. Were you p r e s e n t  when t h e  photographer  and t h e  
cor respondent  w e r e  flown o u t ?  

A. When they  l e f t  t h e  a r e a ?  

Q. Yes? 
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A. I would have no way of knowing when they  l e f t ,  
would suppose they  l e f t  when we exchanged s u p p l i e s  t h a t  a f t e r -  
noon, when w e  g o t  our  s u p p l i e s .  

Q. W e  unders tand t h a t  t h i s  photograph P-17 was taken 
a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  l i f t - o f f ,  and my q u e s t i o n  i s  whether you 
w e r e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  time of t h a t  l i f t - o f f ?  

A. See ,  I w a s  a t  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  you were on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  p i c t u r e  t o  be taken  
i n  h e r e ,  and l i k e  I s a i d ,  I t a l k e d  t o  Captain  MEDINA down 
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - You b e l i e v e  t h e  p i c t u r e  t o  be taken  a t  t h e  south--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They were f a c i n g  t h i s  way ( i n d i -
c a t i n g )  . 
Q - And, you t a l k e d  t o  Captain  MEDINA towards t h e  
southwest  p a r t  of the v i l l a g e .  

Do you know L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON? 

A. H e  w a s  one of t h e  in format ion  o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  
br igade .  I know he was a l i e u t e n a n t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know h i s  
name. H e  d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  me. 

Q. Can you i d e n t i f y  where P-58 was taken?  Is t h a t  
t h e  l a a g e r  area on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16 th?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember any people  be ing  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  
a rea .  I w a s  t h e  l a s t  one t o  g e t  t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  may have 
been some when w e  f i rst  g o t  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  them. 
This looks  l i k e  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS. 

Q. On P - 2 3 ,  it looks l i k e  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS? 

A. On the l e f t .  You know, i t ' s  r e a l l y  ha rd  t o  say.  
I t 's  a l i t t l e  ha rd  t o  recognize .  

Q - Could it be Captain  MICHLES? 

A. No, I remember him t o  be a lanky man, about 3 3 .  
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Q Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  P-128? 

A. This  is  Sergeant  SMAIL. 

Q =  Se rgean t  SMAIL i n  t h e  foreground? 

A. Right .  That  probably i s  MACDONALD, b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember. 

Q. Were you p r e s e n t  when t h a t  photograph w a s  made? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. 

Q. Can you i d e n t i f y  anyone i n  P-12? 

A: This  is  t h e  RON p o s i t i o n .  

Q. This  i s  t h e  what? 

A. The RON p o s i t i o n ,  where w e  dug-in f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  
I b e l i e v e .  

Q - This is t h e  l a a g e r  area on t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  16th? 

A. This  is t h e  r ive r  over h e r e .  This is  Se rgean t  
GRIMES. 

I 
Q. Sergean t  GRIMES on the r i g h t .  

A. Th is  i s  SMAIL. 

Q. SMAIL is  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  p i c t u r e .  

A. This  is Smitty.  I c a n ' t  remember--see, I had two 
SMITH'S. G.  A. ,  and SMITH, R. D. I t h i n k  G .  A. was t h e  Negro, 
and SMITH, R.  D ., w a s  t h e  Caucasian.  

Q. The man t o  t h e  l e f t  is  SMITH, R. D. 

A. Th is  man h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  even remember h i s  name. 
H e  w a s  a f r i e n d  of DOHERTY1s, and he went t o  LRRP s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  But I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  h i s  name. 

Q. D o  you know what they w e r e  doing a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A,  They w e r e  d igg ing  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  They had these  
h o l e s  around where the  CP w a s ,  and it w a s  real s o f t  sand  and 
good f o r  making foxholes .  So t h a t ' s  where t hey  w e r e  digging 
them. 
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10: We've brought  you t o  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h .  Is 
t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  about  t h e  n i g h t  of 
t h e  16 th?  

A. I remember o f f  t o  t h e  nor thwes t  we had some move- 
ment i n  some houses over  t h e r e .  I t  was l a t e  a t  n i g h t ,  so  I--
it seems l i k e  a l l  we d i d  was h e a r  t h e  movement. W e  never  
d i d  p u t  any f i r e  over  t h e r e .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  Captain  KOTOUC d e p a r t i n g  t h e  a r e a ,  
o r  do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  coming t o  move t h e  
Nat iona l  P o l i c e ?  

A. The n e x t  morning I r e c a l l  some h e l i c o p t e r s  coming 

i n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know who they  took o u t  o r  what t hey  took o u t .  

I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Captain  KOTOUC s t a y e d  t h e  n i g h t .  You s e e ,  

I thought  i t  was k ind  of  s t r a n g e  t h a t  h e  would s t a y  t h e  

n igh t .  Most of t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e  n i g h t .  

Other t h a n  t h a t ,  i t  was p r e t t y  q u i e t .  Everybody w a s  a l i t t l e  . 

s c a r e d  because w e  were by t h i s  r i v e r ,  and because we had 

expec ted  s o  much c o n t a c t ,  and w e  were c l o s e  t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  

a r e a  t h a t  w a s  a h e a v i l y  popula ted  a r e a  and everybody expected 

something, and no th ing  d i d  happen. 


Q. When you were i n  your  l a a g e r  s i t e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and 
you w e r e  w i t h  Bravo Company a s  w e l l ,  d i d  you h e a r  something 
t h a t  might have occu r red  o t h e r  t han  a t  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir.  I had no c o n t a c t  w i th  them. Like I 
said,  I d i d n ' t  even remember s e e i n g  Captain  MICHLES. I w a s  
on t h i s  side o f  t h e  p e r i m e t e r ,  and they  w e r e  ove r  h e r e ,  
d i r e c t l y  o p p o s i t e  us .  

Q- Had you e v e r  heard  of a  v i l l a g e  by t h e  name of  
Co Luy? 

A. The on ly  t h i n g  I can s a y ,  s i r ,  i s  t h e  n e x t  day 
when I w a s  p icked  up, and I c a n ' t  even say  where I w a s  p ick-
e d  up, by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  qo f o r  t h e  i n t e r v i e w .  When h e  
picked me  up, w e  w e r e  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h i s  r i v e r .  A t  least  
t h a t ' s  where I t h i n k  we were,  and when we went up i n  t h e  a i r  
I could see hootches  on t h e  ground t h a t  had been burned on 
t h i s  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q. On t h e  1 7 t h  C h a r l i e  Company had moved down t o  t h e  
e a s t  of  H i l l  85, through t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  My Khe ( 3 )  and My 
Khe (1), and down toward t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My Khe ( 2 )  . Do you 
remember any a c t i o n  My Khe ( 2 ) ,  ( 3 ) ,  o r  ( I ) ?  
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A. We burned what must have been My Khe (3 ). W e  
burned a l o t  o f  hootches  where t h e r e  w e r e  no people .  Every-
body had l e f t .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  CALLEY g o t  wounded 
a t  t h e  base of H i l l  85, and t h e  o t h e r  man l o s t  h i s  f o o t .  

A. MEADLO, yes .  I b e l i e v e  so .  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  
L ieu t enan t  CALLEY g o t  h u r t .  We sa t  down someplace t h a t  must 
have been j u s t  sou th  of  My Khe (1), and L ieu tenan t  CALLEY 
came up and h i s  f a c e  was a l l  d r i e d  blood and s t u f f .  I hadn ' t  
been h u r t  or no th ing ,  b u t  he w a s  wounded and b l eed ing ,  bu t  
no th ing  t o o  s e r i o u s .  And t h a t ' s  when I l e f t .  I b e l i e v e  it 
was sou th  of My Khe (1). And then when I jo ined  t h e  company 
they were back a t  D o t t i e  a couple  of days l a t e r .  

Q. You tu rned  the  p l a toon  over  t hen  t o  Sergeant  LOPEZ? 

A .  Right.  

Q - You d i d  n o t  accompany t h e  rest of t h e  people  down 
t o  My Khe ( 2 ) ?  

A. I l e f t  about 1130. 

Q. And, you must have gone back t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And, then  from t h e r e  on up t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters 
a t  Chu Lai?  

A. Y e s  s i r .  

Q .  A f t e r  you had r e t u r n e d  t o  your company, d i d  you 
hea r  anyth ing  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. Nothing whatsoever.  

Q. Did you h e a r  any i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  people  should 
keep q u i e t  about what happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  NO, sir. 

Q. Were you e v e r  in te rv iewed by anybody? 

A. Not once,  s i r .  No one e v e r  asked me? 
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Q Did you e v e r  w r i t e  o u t  any s t a t e m e n t s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Concerning what might have happened t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r ,  no th ing .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember any of t h e  chap la ins  whom your 
company came i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h a t  t a l k e d  t o  you about what 
happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. You said t h a t  on 17 March you were l i f t e d  ou t  and 
you went t o  Chu La i  f o r  an in t e rv i ew?  

A. S i r ,  I s topped a t  Do t t i e  and then I rode up t o  
Chu L a i .  

Q. And,  you b e l i e v e  t h a t  on t h a t  day you spoke wi th  
General  YOUNG? 

A. I t  w a s  a Colonel  YOUNG, s i r .  I went i n  t h e r e  and 
they d i d n ' t  know t h a t  I w a s  supposed t o  go up t h e r e .  I d i d n ' t  
have any c l o t h e s .  I j u s t  took what I could f i n d .  I d i d n ' t  
have any rank o r  anything.  And I went up t h e r e  and nobody 
knew why I w a s  t h e r e  o r  any th ing ,  and I t o l d  them why I was 
t h e r e .  I w a s  k ind  of l a t e ,  s o  they rushed me i n  and I t a l k -
ed  t o  a f u l l  c o l o n e l  f o r  a pe r iod  of 10 minutes o r  less, 
and a f t e r  t h a t  w e  l e f t .  There w a s  approximately f i v e  o r  s i x  
people  i n t e rv i ewed  f o r  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  

10: Are you s u r e  it w a s  Colonel  YOUNG, o r  was it 
Colonel  PARSON? 

A. Colonel  YOUNG s t i c k s  i n  my mind, sir.  

MR MACCRATE: I have no th ing  f u r t h e r .  

MR WEST: Nothing, sir.  

A .  S i r ,  i f  it is  any h e l p ,  t h e  b r i g a d e  s e r g e a n t  
major w a s  a real b i g  guy, deep vo ice ,  t a l l  about  6-foot-4, 
about  240  pounds. 
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MR WEST: Do you know whether anybody e l s e  i n  t he  company 
w a s  ques t ioned  by anybody i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir.  A f t e r  it happened? 

Q. I n  Vietnam, a f t e r  it happened. 

A. None w a s  e v e r  r e p o r t e d  t o  m e .  

I 0 : Do you r e c a l l  whether you might have w r i t t e n  any 
letters now d e s c r i b i n g  t h i s  t h a t  might be a v a i l a b l e ?  

A. There w a s  heavy c o n t a c t .  I wrote home t o  my 
f o l k s .  I may have mentioned t h e  number 128 and t h o s e  k i l l s  
w e r e  t u rned  i n ,  b u t  o t h e r  than  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  go i n t o  d e t a i l .  
T h a t ' s  about it. 

COL MILLER: When you w e r e  i n  be ing  in t e rv i ewed ,  d i d n ' t  any-
body ask you what you had been doing f o r  t h e  l a s t  day o r  two? 

A. The c o l o n e l  who in te rv iewed me asked me where we 
were, and I po in t ed  down t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  and I s a i d  
t h a t  w e  were r i g h t  down around t h e r e .  He j u s t  s a i d ,  "Okay. " 

10: What time of  t h e  day d i d  you g e t  up t h e r e ?  

A. About--I g o t  p icked up, s i r ,  around-- i t  w a s  e a r l y  
f o r  chow, so it would have t o  be around 1100 hours ,  o r  1130. 
So I g o t  i n t o  t h e  base  camp a t  LZ D o t t i e  some t i m e  be fo re  
noon, I ate  chow, and I went up t o  d i v i s i o n .  I ' d  say I 
d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  d i v i s i o n  b e f o r e  1400, and I was through with  
t h e  i n t e r v i e w  by 1500 o r  1530. 

Q. A r e  you s u r e  you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  o r  General 
YOUNG? 

A. S i r ,  t h e r e  was a l i e u t e n a n t  a t  t h e  desk as you 
come i n ,  and t h e r e  w a s  a major who was some s o r t  of an a i d e ,  
and seemed t o  be conduct ing t h e  g e n e r a l  p rog res s  of t h e  i n t e r -
views. I went i n  and t a l k e d  t o  a f u l l  c o l o n e l ,  He asked me 
how t h i n g s  w e r e ,  what I ' d  been doing,  how long  I ' d  been t h e  
f i e l d ,  what u n i t  I w a s  w i th .  

Q He knew you were wi th  C/1/20? 

A. W e l l ,  I t o l d  him when he asked m .  I t o l d  him 
t h a t  I was wi th  1/20. 
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Q. Did you t e l l  him t h a t  you had j u s t  come o u t  of t h e  
f i e l d ,  o u t  of  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ?  

A. I exp l a ined  t o  him why I w a s n ' t  ve ry  w e l l  p re -
pa red  f o r  t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  and t h a t  I d i d n ' t  have any c l o t h e s .  
No one knew u n t i l  t h i s  morning, and I p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  a r e a  
w e  were i n .  But w e  d i d n '  t go i n t o  any impor t an t  d e t a i l s .  

COL FRANKLIN: Two q u e s t i o n s  h e r e ,  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS. W e  
had somebody t e l l  us t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY was--Captain 
MEDINA made a l o t  of  fun of  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY. H e  w a s  a l -
ways down on him and never  s a i d  any th ing  good. And, t h i s  
.50  c a l i b e r  t h i n g  t h a t  you r e l a t e d  t o  u s ,  w a s  t h i s  t y p i c a l ,  
and w a s  t h i s  o u t  of fun o r  meanness, o r  what? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was done i n  fun ,  s ir .  L i e u t e n a n t  
CALLEY never  seemed t o  s u f f e r  from t h e  a t t e n t i o n .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  he  w a s  r e a l l y  p e r s e c u t e d  by t h e  man, n o t  any more t han  
anybody else. I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  t h a t  he p e r s e c u t e d  peop le ,  b u t  
it w a s  i n  fun p a r t l y  because L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY d i d  t a k e  a 
joke r e a l  w e l l .  But ,  it was usually--he was u s u a l l y  t h e  
p o i n t  o r  t h e  man t h a t  t h e  CO would make jest on.  H e  wouldn ' t  
do it i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men, j u s t  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e r s .  

Q. A f i n a l  q u e s t i o n  j u s t  f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  You men- 
t i o n e d  a 4 -2  FO. W e  d i d n ' t  know t h e r e  w a s  any 4 . 2 ' s  i n  Task 
Force Barker.  I d o n ' t  unders tand  t h a t ,  what t h i s  guy d i d  
o r  where t h e  guns w e r e .  

A. The man's name is  FLYNN. H e  was w i t h  ou r  own 4 th  
p l a t o o n ' s  a r e a  t h a t  was s t i l l  based down around t h e  Duc Pho 
a r ea .  However, he had come t o  us t o  use .  W e  always had a 
four-deuce FO,  always w i t h  t h e  b r igade .  And he w a s  a lmost  
always a t t a c h e d  t o  my p l a t o o n .  But t h i s  day he wasn ' t .  H e  
w a s  w i t h  t h e  company commander, because  t h e  CO thought  he 
cou ld  h e l p  cal l  i n  a r t i l l e r y ,  o r  j u s t  t o  c a r r y  a r a d i o ,  be 
an RTO f o r  him. 

I0: You t a l k e d  q u i t e  a b i t  abou t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  
took p l a c e  on t h e  1 6 t h .  M r .  LACROSS, why do you suppose t h i s  
happened? 

A .  W e  neve r  t a l k e d  about  why it happened. But one 
n i g h t  Se rgean t  LOPEZ and I t a l k e d  about  i t ,  and somebody 
might  s a y  My L a i  ( 4 ). And, everybody would say "Yeah. " But 
it was neve r  r e a l l y  d i s c u s s e d .  I remember one t i m e  L ieu te -
nan t  CALLEY and I w e r e  s i t t i n g  some p l a c e ,  and he s a i d ,  
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"Can ' t  you s e e  it some day? Someday you and I w i l l  be back 
i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  "--and I thought of t h i s  t h e  day I s a w  h i s  p ic-
t u r e  i n  t h e  paper--and "You ' l l  have t o  say goodbye t o  your 
w i fe  because w e ' l l  have t o  go down f o r  t h e  war crime t r i a l s  
on Saturday."  I t  w a s  a joke,  i n  j e s t .  That  i s  the f i r s t  
t h i n g  I thought  of when I s a w  t h e  paper .  But,  w e  never  
t a l k e d  about it. I never  d i scus sed  it. 

Q .  I would l i k e  you t o  say  what you s a i d .  I t  was 
s o  f a s t ,  I d i d n ' t  g e t  i t ?  

A. Okay, w e  w e r e  t a l k i n g  one day about  what it would 
be like--you know, what a G I  t a l k s  about--when t h i s  i s  over  
w i t h  and w e  w e r e  back home. And, L ieu t enan t  CALLEY s a y s ,  
"What i f - - "  now, I ' m  n o t  say ing  word f o r  word, b u t ,  "What i f  
some day w e  would be back i n  t h e  States and you would have 
t o  t e l l  your  w i fe  and k i d s  t h a t  you c a n ' t  be home t h i s  week- 
end because you 've  g o t  t o  go f o r  t he  war t r i a l s , "  o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  what we s a i d ,  and no th ing  e l s e  was 
s a i d  about it, W e  never  d i scus sed  i t .  I t  was a l l  p r e t t y  
unpleasan t  t o  everybody. Why it happened, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. 
You can g ive  your op in ion  l i k e  everybody else has  done, b u t  
you d o n ' t  know f o r  su re .  

Q. W e l l ,  you had been i n  t h i s  company f o r  over  3 
weeks. You had a p r e t t y  good f e e l  of it and t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  
Why do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  u n i t  proceeded t o  do t h i s ?  

A.  I 'm n o t  even say ing  they d i d ,  s ir .  I d i d n ' t  s ee  
anybody shoo t  anybody. 

Q .  You s a w  a l o t  of dead people .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir .  I know my company went through 
t h e r e ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s o  s u r e  they d i d  t h i s ,  because I d i d n ' t  
s e e  it. I s a w  one person g e t  s h o t  a t .  The company d e f i n i t e l y  
w a s ,  l e t ' s  see, i n  less than  3 weeks, t h e r e  were 16 men who 
were e i t h e r  r e a l l y  wounded o r  dead. The wounded men o r  the  
dead men w e r e  gone, and they hadn ' t  s h o t  a t  anybody. They 
h a d n ' t  s een  anybody. A l l  they could s e e  is  t h e i r  own men. 
When you s e e  one man f a l l  down, and he f a l l s  on t h i s  mine, 
and he r o l l s  over  and h i t s  ano the r  one,  and ano the r  one,  and 
ano the r  one, and he is  f i n a l l y  dead, and you've been wi th  
them a  wh i l e ,  t h e  men g e t  agg res s ive  and they  s t a r t  t o  r e -
s e n t  it when they  see t h e i r  own people  k i l l e d .  Like 1 6 ,  
t h a t ' s  a l o t  of  people ,  h a l f  of a working p l a toon .  They 
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t r i e d  t o ,  appa ren t ly ,  from what I was t o l d ,  they t r i e d  t o  
g e t  i n  there and w e r e  t w i c e  r e p e l l e d .  They'd g e t  on t h e  
br idge  and they g o t  s topped,  wherever t h e  br idge  was. This 
t i m e  they w e r e  going t o  go i n  t h e r e  and they--everybody seem-
ed, everybody up t h e  l i n e  wanted them t o  go i n  there and 
c l ean  up, j u s t  k i ck  t h e  enemy's b u t t  a l l  over .  The way they 
scrubbed them be fo re  i s  t h a t  they t r i e d  t o  g e t  some men a-
c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and they might g e t  one o r  two a c r o s s ,  and 
everybody would s t i l l  be ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and they would 
get  pinned down by automat ic  f i r e .  This t i m e  they  g o t  i n  
and a l o t  of people  w e r e  k i l l e d .  I d o n ' t  know who d i d  it. 

Q. How many bodies  d i d  you s e e  again? 

A. No less than  35 and no more than  4 0 ,  sir.  

Q Do you have any i d e a  why t h i s  number of c i v i l i a n s  
w e r e  k i l l e d ,  whatever t h e  number was t h a t  you s a w ,  35 o r  4 0 ,  
and you w e r e  j u s t  one i n d i v i d u a l ?  Do you have any i d e a  why 
t h i s  wasn ' t  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  proper  a u t h o r i t i e s ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  I imagine t h a t  p a r t  of it is  because,  
l i k e  that C I D  man t o l d  m e ,  Captain MEDINA had mai l  checked 
o r  something, o r  had ma i l  h e l d  up. Tha t ' s  what t h e  C I D  man 
t o l d  m e .  I imagine t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  men t h a t  wrote  about it 
and t r i e d  t o  complain about it and probably g o t  s topped  if 
t h a t  w a s  t h e  case .  

Q. A f t e r  t h i s  ope ra t ion  w a s  t e rmina ted ,  what d i d  
Char l i e  Company do? 

A. W e  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  and I c a n ' t ,  it j u s t  
seems t o  me t h a t  we  pulled--

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  Were you t h e r e  when your company 
r e t u r n e d  from t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I b e l i e v e  I r e t u r n e d  a t  noon and I asked 
Major CALHOUN i f  I should go o u t  and re j o i n  t h e  company i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  H e  s a i d ,  "No. They're coming i n  i n  j u s t  a lit-
t l e  while ."  And s o  I m e t  them, and I went o u t  by t h e  LZ 
when t h e  choppers came i n  and m e t  t h e  "o ld  man" and w e  walked 
down. 

I0: D i d  you see t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  come i n  from t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  so .  
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Q. Do you remember somebody t a l k i n g  t o  him when 
they  came i n ?  

A. No, sir. I w a s  down i n  t h e  t e n t  j u s t  down t h e  
road a ways, and they  d i d n ' t  have very many choppers as I 
recall .  Now, t h e  LZ t h a t  you have i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  where 
we're CA'ing o u t  of i s  n o t  where they  landed o r  where most 
of  them landed. 

Q Do you remember a group of them coming i n  on a 
CH-47, o r  a "hook"? Do you remember a group of o f f i c e r s  
g e t t i n g  them t o g e t h e r  and t a l k i n g  t o  them about  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir.  The CO came i n  a r e g u l a r  Huey. They 
could have brought  them i n  on the  o t h e r  LZ,  and t h a t  w a s  
over  t h e  h i l l .  I would have heard  them. 

Q I t a k e  it, then ,  t h a t  you r e j o i n e d  t h e  p l a toon .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What d i d  t h e  company do a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I ' m  a l i t t l e  b i t  b lank on 
t h a t .  What I remember a f t e r  t h a t ,  where w e  moved t o  w a s  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  and a l i t t l e  b i t  east of D o t t i e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
w e  went on t h e  Golden F leece  ope ra t ion .  

Q What is  t h e  Golden F leece  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A, That 
l i k e  squads and 
h a r v e s t e d  t h e i r  

's where w e  went o u t  t o  o p e r a t e  i n  sma l l  u n i t s  
p l a toons  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  people  whi le  they 
r i c e  because t h e r e  were s o  many VC and NVA 

i n  t h e  a r e a .  And, w e  went ou t  and s t a y e d  about  a week and 
j u s t  walked around. 

Q You s p e n t  about a week on t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  A week o r  10 days a t  t h e  most. And 
I t h i n k  we came back t o  D o t t i e .  And then  from Dot t i e  I be-
l i e v e  we went f a r t h e r  up n o r t h  t o - - i t  w a s n ' t  Bong Son. I t  
w a s  ano the r  a r ea .  

Q. Do you remember j o i n i n g  your p a r e n t  b a t t a l i o n ,  
t h e  1/20? 
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A. Yes, s ir .  T h a t ' s  when we went 'back .  T h a t ' s  when 
we went f a r t h e r  no r th .  Que Son. 

Q. Que Son? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. According t o  t he  record  t h a t  we have,  Task Force 
Barker - w a s  d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  on 9  A p r i l  1968. Would t h a t  
have been about t h e  r i g h t  time t h a t  you jo ined  your b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  about t h e n ,  I b e l i e v e .  

COL MILLER: Did Captain  MEDINA e v e r  t e l l  you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h i s  i n  any way? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. A r e  you of t h e  op in ion  o r  do you f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  
was an a t t empt  t o  keep t h i s  q u i e t  o r  t o  cover  it up? 

A.  I d i d n ' t  u n t i l  t he  C I D  man t o l d  me what had 
happened. 

Q . I ' m  going t o  ask f o r  your op in ion  now. Suppose 
someone came down a t  t h a t  t ime and t a l k e d  t o  you, do you 
t h i n k  he could  have g o t t e n  a l l  t h e  in format ion?  I t h i n k  some-
body asked you t h a t .  

A. No, s i r ,  I h a v e n ' t  been asked t h a t .  I doubt it. 
I t  w a s  a p r e t t y  c l o s e  company and i f  somebody s a i d ,  "Don't 
t e l l  anybody", everybody would g e t  t h e  s t o r y  s t r a i g h t .  And 
I t h i n k  t h a t  is t h e  way it would be. 

Q - There was no such t h i n g  s a i d ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. I f  someone would have come down i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and 
s a i d ,  "I 'm i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  t e l l  me what you saw, what happened?" 
A t  t h a t  t i m e  do you t h i n k  t h e  people  would say what they saw? 

A. The "old man" would know t h a t  t h e  man w a s  coming 
t o  ques t ion .  I t h i n k  he would have c a l l e d  us and s a i d ,  
"Now, whatever  you t e l l  him, go ahead and t e l l  t he  t r u t h ,  
b u t  make s u r e  y o u ' r e  a l l  t o g e t h e r  s o  you don ' t  g e t  anybody 
i n  t r o u b l e .  T e l l  him what you saw happen, b u t  make s u r e  t o  
g e t  it s t r a i g h t .  " 
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I0 : I d o n ' t  q u i t e  g e t  t h e  meaning o f  what  you s a i d .  
I f  somebody came down, f o r  example ,  and y o u ' r e  a l i e u t e n a n t  
and somebody a s k s  you t o  make a s t a t e m e n t  under  oa th--  

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Thc " o l d  man" would have t a l k c d  t o  
us b e f o r e ,  s i r ,  b e f o r e  he  l e t  anybody q u e s t i o n  u s .  I t h i n k  
h e  would have  s a i d ,  "Go ahead and t e l l  e x a c t l y  what you saw. 
Don ' t  t e l l  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  see." H e  would have  been 
s t r a i g h t  a b o u t  i t ,  I t h i n k .  

Q. W e l l  t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h e n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  what  you s a y ,  
i f  somebody would have come down and had i t  been a n  i n v e s t i -
g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  and had  p u t  p e o p l e  under  o a t h ,  it would have  
come o u t  as t o  e x a c t l y  what  had happened.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  Now, t h a t ' s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r -  
e n t  from t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  you i m p l i c a t e d  b e f o r e .  

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  s o r r y .  I t h o u g h t  I w a s  clear.  

Q* M r .  LACROSS, w e  ' re p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h i s  whole 
s t o r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  look  a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  and w e  
have  much o f  t h e  s t o r y .  But any l i t t l e  p i e c e  t h a t  we c a n  
p u t  t o g e t h e r  would b e  h e l p f u l .  So ,  i f  you happen t o  know of  
any documents ,  any memoranda, any maps, any r e p o r t s ,  and 
p h o t o s ,  any k i n d  o f  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  c o u l d  be  h e l p f u l  t o  u s ,  w e  
would l i k e  t o  have  it. Do you know o f  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  might  
e x i s t ?  

A. I had a camera t h a t  might  e x i s t ,  b u t  I l o s t  i t  i n  
T h a i l a n d  on R&R. I d o n ' t  remember any p i c t u r e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
o f  My L a i .  No, sir.  J u s t  t h e  same k i n d  o f  maps t h a t  you have. 

MR WEST: Do you remember anyone t a k i n g  p h o t o g r a p h s  on t h a t  
morning a t  My L a i  b e s i d e s  HAEBERLE? 

A .  N o ,  s ir .  H e ' s  t h e  o n l y  one t h a t  I remember. H e  
took  a l o t .  

10: W e l l ,  you have  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t o r y  i n  
y o u r  mind, and  w e  have  g i v e n  you a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  h e r e  
t h i s  morning,  and I am s u r e  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  t h i n k .  
Now, s o m e t i m e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  some o f  t h e s e  p i e c e s  may s t a r t  
f i t t i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  and i f  you have  some a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
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above t h a t  which you have t o l d  us t h i s  morning, we would 
l i k e  very much f o r  you t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  us a t  t h i s  o f f i c e .  

A. I have t h e  phone number, sir. 

Q W e  would l i k e  very  much t o  have t h e  b e n e f i t  of 
t h i s  in format ion .  Do you have anyth ing  t h a t  you would l i k e  
t o  s a y  o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  
ask a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I j u s t  t h i n k  t h a t  i f  I had GLIMPSE h e r e ,  o r  some-
one l i k e  t h a t ,  o r  i f  you would have monitored t h e  conversa-
t i o n ,  I t h i n k  a l o t  of t h i s  would have f a l l e n  i n  a l o t  b e t t e r .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  they would r e c a l l  a l o t  of t h i n g s  t h a t  they  
d i d n ' t  know. G e t  them both  toge ther - -or  t h r e e  men, o r  what-
e v e r  happened t o  be t o g e t h e r  a t  t h e  t i m e .  This way, I ' m  s u r e  
you can check i t ,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  s o  many 
t h i n g s  t h a t  you c a n ' t  be c e r t a i n  o f ,  and you d o n ' t  want t o  
i n c r i m i n a t e  someone when it was 2 y e a r s  ago. Your mind 
n a t u r a l l y  t r ies  t o  push unpleasan t  memories o u t ,  and I t h i n k  
t h a t ' s  happened a l o t .  I f  I do come up w i t h  anyth ing  I can 
ca l l .  

I0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1440 hours ,  10 January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1525 hour s ,  10 January 
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  The fo l lowing  
named person  i s  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON. 

M r .  LACROSS I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under 
oa th .  Before  we begin w i t h  t h e  photograph p r o c e s s ,  you 
covered a good b i t  of the t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  when you en-
t e r e d  t h e  count ry  wi th  General  PEERS p r i o r  t o  recess. I 
have t h r e e  e x h i b i t s  h e r e  I would l i k e  t o  ask you about .  
E x h i b i t  M-2 i s  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules."  I t ' s  a MACV w a l l e t -
s i z e d  card .  Have you e v e r  seen t h a t  ca rd?  

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  I remember r ead ing  t h e  
f i r s t  r u l e  on t h i s  ca rd .  "Remember w e  a r e  g u e s t s  he re .  W e  
make no demands, o r  seek  no s p e c i a l  t r ea tmen t . "  I remember 
s ee ing  t h a t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know where I r ead  it. I f  it w a s  on 
t h i s  c a r d  o r  n o t ,  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I r e a l l y  do remember see-
i n g  t h i s  ca rd .  I remember s e e i n g  a ca rd  wi th  t h i s  stamp' on 
it though. 

(LACROSS) 69 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-129 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. You d o n ' t  remember i f  you were i s sued  t h i s  card 
o r  not?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q - Exh ib i t  M-3 is e n t i t l e d  the  "Enemy i n  Your Hands ." 
Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  No, I d o n ' t  remember see ing  any of 
the  w r i t i n g ,  

Q You don ' t  remember t h a t  card? 

A, No, I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  card.  

Q. Exhibi t  M-4,  i s  a card e n t i t l e d  "Guidance f o r  
Commanders." Do you remember see ing  t h a t  one? 

A. No, I don1t remember see ing  t h a t  card.  

Q. Do you know i f  any of the  t roops  i n  your platoon 
had t h i s  card? 

A. I f  I could remember t h e  card ,  I would remember 
t h e  guy who had it. But, I d o n ' t  remember the  card.  

Q. You d o n ' t  ever  remember being i s sued  these  by any 
member of t h e  company? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q I 'd l i k e  t o  show you two more a e r i a l  photographs 
f o r  f u r t h e r  o r i e n t a t i o n .  T h i s  photograph you probably saw 
i n  the  booklet  of photographs. But, I th ink  f o r  our  pur-
pose of t r a c i n g  your r o u t e  of march through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  it 
might be he lp fu l .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  the  wi tness  on Exh ib i t  P-45.) 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  a f t e r  see ing  t h i s  I can d e f i n i t e l y  say 
t h a t  we d i d  land i n  he re ,  and we d i d n ' t  land ou t  here  ( indi -
c a t i n g )  . 
Q. Okay, now we '11 go t o  another  one. Now, t h i s  
won't  show t h e  whole v i l l a g e ,  but  it is  a  b e t t e r  one from a  
d e t a i l  s tandpoin t .  
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(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i tnes s  on a v e r t i c a l  
a e r i a l  photograph of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  g r i d  coo rd ina t e s  BS717689, 
which w a s  l a t e r  r ece ived  i n  evidence a s  E x h i b i t  P-158.) 

I j u s t  want you t o  know t h a t  t h i s  photograph i s  
a v a i l a b l e .  The photograph t h a t  you used wi th  General  PEERS 
to  make some n o t e s  on I want t o  keep he re .  This photograph 
h e r e  I want to  keep h e r e  because many of t h e s e  p o i n t s  t h a t  
you p u t  on he re  I would l i k e  t o  also go on t h e  one t h a t  w e  
work on. Now, b e f o r e  w e  s t a r t  t h a t ,  I have a r o s t e r  of C 
Company. I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  go back t o  those  photo-
graphs where you had t r o u b l e  remembering names, and look 
through t h i s  r o s t e r  and s e e  i f  you can g ive  us any more 
names on t h e  photo.  

A. Now, t h i s  one I d i d n ' t  s e e  be fo re  e i t h e r .  T h a t ' s  
Sergeant  PHU ( i n d i c a t i n g  on P-3) . 
Q. These a r e  t h e  people  I ' m  a sk ing  f o r .  The o n e ' s  
t h a t  you d i d n ' t  c a l l  o f f  before .  

A. Okay. 

A. Now, t h i s  i s  CAPEZZA. The only way t o  t e l l  i s  
t h a t  he has  h i s  medic 's  bag and h i s  name on t h e  back. 

Q P-4 i s  CAPEZZA. 

A. H e ' s  t h e  head medic. He's a SP5. 

A,  N o w ,  t h i s  i s  FLYNN a s  f a r  a s  I can t e l l .  H e  i s  
t h e  four-deuce a t t a c h e d  t o  ou r  u n i t .  

Q - P-6 on t h e  r i g h t  co rne r  is  F L Y N N .  

A. Now,  I d i d n ' t  s ee  t h i s  p i c t p r e .  On t h e  r i g h t  i s  
WIDMER, r i g h t ?  The c e n t e r  i s  CARTER. And, on t h e  l e f t  is 
MAURO. 
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Q. Did you have any reason  t o  n o t e  t h a t  BERNHARDT 
w a s  going t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  Did you e v e r  s ay  any-
t h i n g  to  Capta in  MEDINA t h a t  BERNHARDT was t a l k i n g  about  i t ?  

A. BERNHARDT w a s  n o t  i n  my p l a tdon .  

Q. H e  w a s  n o t  i n  your  p l a toon?  

A. N o .  BERNHARDT has  j u s t  always been a t r o u b l e  
maker . 
Q - P-13. 

A. You've g o t  FLYNN, PHU, and Se rgean t  MARONEY, and 
L i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX. The f o u r t h  man down i s  FLYNN. 

Q. P-62. The "Chie f ,  " do you remember h i s  name? 

A. Th is  i s  WILLIAMS, Frank WILLIAMS. 

Q Okay, the man on t h e  l e f t ,  fo rmer ly  r e f e r r e d  t o  as 
t h e  "Chief 'I, i s  F r a n k l i n  D. WILLIAMS. 

A. R igh t .  

Q. I show you E x h i b i t s  P-147, 148,  149,  and 150. Do 
you r ecogn ize  any of t h e s e  f o u r  t o  be t h e  Vietnamese t h a t  
w e r e  members o f  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t h a t  you recal l  t o  have 
been a t  t h e  l a a g e r  area on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h ?  

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  r e cogn ize  any of  t h o s e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e .  
I remember t hey  had sor t  of  a wh i t e  c i r c u l a r  h a t ,  s i r ,  grey 
h a t s .  

Q. And grey uniforms? 

A. And, jungle- type uniforms.  

Q. They d idn  't w e a r  he lme t s ,  d i d  t hey?  

A. N o .  I know t h a t  some of them d i d .  I remember 
t h e y  had a ch icken  f o r  supper  t h a t  n i g h t .  

(COL WILSON handed t h e  w i t n e s s  t h e  aerial  photo-
graph which w a s  l a t e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  as ~ x h i b i t  
P-157. ) 
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Q Now, you would p l ace  your l and ing  zone a t  approx-
imate ly  50 meters  ou t  t o  t h e  west? 

A. About 75. 

Q Which d i r e c t i o n  w a s  your h e l i c o p t e r  f a c i n g  when 
it landed? 

A. I t  was f a c i n g  no r th .  

Q (Marking E x h i b i t  P-157) This  p o i n t  1 is  Lieute-
nan t  LACROSS ' h e l i c o p t e r  f a c i n g  no r th .  

A. I was i n  t h e  l e a d  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t h e  l as t  l i f t ,  s o  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  have a 25 t o  35 meter  spac ing  between them, 
s o  t h e  drag  h e l i c o p t e r - - I  t h i n k  t h e r e  were 4--how many h e l i -
c o p t e r s  were t h e r e ?  

Q - There w e r e  n ine .  

A. Okay, t h e  r e s t  of them were spaced down through-
ou t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q When you g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  you s a i d  t h a t  
your  p l a toon  s t a y e d  a t  t he  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. Right .  

Q Which d i r e c t i o n  was t h e  per imeter?  

A. W e  had a c i r c l e  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about a 75 meter 
pe r ime te r  f o r  your p l a toon .  Do you know about  how many men 
w e r e  i n  that  l a s t  p l a toon?  

A. No. 

Q. P o i n t  2 i s  t h e  3d P la toon  pe r ime te r .  What hap-
pened a f t e r  Ghat? 

A. Okay, t h a t ' s  when t h e  CO t o l d  us t o  go down h e r e  
t o  t h e  sou th .  Then w e  came back. W e  s t a r t e d  down and then  
we s t a r t e d  back and then  I c a l l e d  him, and s t a r t e d  on t h e  
way down aga in .  But t h e  smoke burned o u t  b e f o r e  w e  g o t  down 
t h e r e .  
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Q. Do you remember t h i s  row of t r e e s  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  
t h e  west? 

A. Here's what I remember. I remember a l l  t h e  high 
green o r  yellow r i c e .  I remember a  p i e c e  of h igh ground o f f  
t o  t h e  w e s t .  I t  w a s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  ways away from us. Tha t ' s  
where t h e  cow w a s  l ay ing .  There w e r e  some trees on t h a t  
h igh  ground. I t  w a s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  west  and t o  t h e  
sou th  of  where we landed.  

Q. Now, i t ' s  n o t  a h i l l  o r  any th ing .  I t ' s  n o t  eyen
high  enough t o  g ive  a contour  l i n e  on the  map. The h i g h e s t  
p a r t  on t h e  map i s  t h r e e  meters .  

A. That  could be it. 

Q. You s a i d  you moved s o u t h ,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. J u s t  about l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  you come t h i s  f a r  sou th?  

A. W e  came down and I know I could s e e  t h e  road.  

Q. W e l l ,  I 'm j u s t  going t o  p l o t  you as g e n e r a l l y
coming down he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a s o u t h e r l y  r o u t e )  . Now, what 
happened down he re?  

A. W e l l ,  TERRY picked up a r i f l e .  

Q - But, TERRY picked up t h e  r i f l e  down by t h e  road.  
What d i d  you do? Why d i d  you s t o p  back h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  s t a r t e d  o u t ,  and you c a n ' t  s t a n d  on t o p  
of  each o t h e r .  W e  sp read  o u t .  Like I s a i d ,  a c r o s s  l i k e  
t h i s ,  and t h e n  w e  s t a r t e d  down h e r e ,  and w e  s t o o d  around 
h e r e  because t h e  smoke s topped.  Then the  " o l d  man" s a i d  t h a t  
he d e f i n i t e l y  wanted it, s o  w e  kep t  on looking  f o r  it. 

Q. P o i n t  3 ,  LACROSS moved sou th  t o  smoke s i g n a l .  
P o i n t  4 ,  TERRY recovered  an M - 1  c a rb ine .  P o i n t  5 ,  LACROSS 
rece ived  o r d e r s  t o  move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and burn hootch 
a f t e r  c l e a r i n g .  And, then you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q =  P o i n t  6, p la toon  CP s topped .  P o i n t  7 ,  C P  group
stopped.  P o i n t  7--what happened a t  p o i n t  7? Did you change 
d i r e c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s .  Then I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  ho ld  o f  t h e  " o l d  man." 
That  w a s  where I saw t h o s e  15 t o  20 peop le  moving a c r o s s  
t h e  back o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  h e r e .  

Q - P o i n t  8 ,  observed 15  t o  20 m a l e s  running.  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q - Now, what d i d  you do from p o i n t  8? You went 
s o u t h  t o  t r y  t o  f i n d  Capta in  MEDINA, because  you c o u l d n ' t  
communicate. What w e r e  t h e y  do ing ,  running? 

A. J u s t  a " chog ie " ,  a f a s t  t r o t .  

Q *  P o i n t  9 ,  what d i d  you s e e ?  

A. I saw s i x  t o  e i g h t  b o d i e s .  

Q *  P o i n t  9 ,  observed  s i x  t o  e i g h t  b o d i e s .  P o i n t  10 ,  
p l a c e  where CARTER w a s  wounded. P o i n t  11, c o n t a c t e d  Capta in  
MEDINA and informed him about  t h e  15  t o  20 men running back 
a t  p o i n t  8. P o i n t  1 2 ,  obse rved  10 t o  12 bod i e s .  P o i n t  13 ,  
observed woman and young boy dead.  P o i n t  1 4 ,  observed 15  t o  
20 women and c h i l d r e n  c o l l e c t e d  i n  a group.  P o i n t  1 5 ,  ob- 
s e r v e d  two m a l e s  and two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  bod i e s  i n  a d i t c h .  
P o i n t  16 ,  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS jo ined  Capta in  MEDINA f o r  a 
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  meet ing.  Which o f  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  do you 
t h i n k  i s  My L a i  ( 5 )  t o  t h e  n o r t h ?  

A. Th i s  one h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q- Do you remember t h a t  d i s t i n c t l y ?  

A. I j u s t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  one. 

Q - The reason  I ' m  a s k i n g  i s ,  when t h e s e  peop le  back 
h e r e  were runn ing ,  w e r e  t h e y  runn ing  toward t h i s  v i l l a g e  on 
t h e  west?  

A. They w e r e  runn ing  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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Q They were running toward the west. Now, the  v i l -
lage  on t h e  r i g h t ,  toward the  e a s t  is  the  one t h a t  you s a i d  
t h a t  you moved to?  

A, Right. We moved around l i k e  t h i s  and then moved 
o f f  toward t h e  nor th  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Did anything happen up here? 

A .  No, nothing t h a t  I saw. We were the  l a s t  t o  g e t  
the re .  

Q Do you remember the 2d Platoon moving o f f  t o  
t h e  nor th  i n  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q. I knew they were over t h e r e  because when we land-
ed the  capta in  t o l d  m t h a t  they were over t h e r e  and t o  
watch t h e  f i r e  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q Now, you ' re  po in t ing  t o  the  v i l l a g e  on the west ,  
r i g h t ?  They were i n  the  one t o  the  west,  r i g h t ?  

A. The only one ' s  t h a t  he t o l d  me was the  p o s i t i o n  
here ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . H e  didn 't say anything about anybody 
being up here  and t h a t  they were already i n  t h e r e .  

Q - Looking again a t  these  photographs could you t e l l  
me i f  you can p lace  any of them on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph. 
P-6 shows CARTER l ean ing  up aga ins t  a rock wal l .  Do you 
see  him? 

A, Yes, sir. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  rock wal l .  

Q Photo P-7, you can 't t e l l  what he 's leaning  up
aga ins t ,  Photo 8, shows h i m  s i t t i n g  up and t h e r e ' s  a br ick  
wal l  behind him, bu t  t h e r e ' s  no boot  t h e r e .  I assume h e ' s  
been moved, Photo 9 shows him being c a r r i e d  somewhere. D o  
you recognize t h a t  house i n  the  back? ,I 

i 
A, No, sir,  they ' r e  a l l  the same. 

Q. Do you recognize t h i s  t r a i l ?  

A. It looks l i k e  t h i s  t r a i l  here  running e a s t  and 
west on t h e  south s i d e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
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Q Photo  11 and 12 show t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  h e l i c o p t e r .  
Now, t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  is  i n  a plowed f i e l d .  

T h a t ' s  r i g h t  s ir .  

Q Righ t  by t h a t  plowed f i e l d  is  a rice paddy. Do 
you remember p o i n t  10 which i s  t h a t  a r e a  where you t h i n k  he 
was? Was t h e r e  a f i e l d  of t h a t  t ype  o u t  t h e r e  i n  f r o n t  of i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q - You d i d n ' t  see him evacua t ed ,  o r  d i d  you? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  see t h e  chopper .  

Q - So, you can i d e n t i f y  photographs  6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  and 
10 a s  b e i n g  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  p o i n t  l o ?  

Can you i d e n t i f y  where 'photo  1 3  i s ?  

A. Looks t o  me l i k e  where CARTER w a s  l a y i n g .  

Q. You t h i n k  P-13 i s  a t  p o i n t  10 a l s o ?  

A,  y e s ,  s i r .  

A. It looks  l i k e  t h e  t r a i l  coming o u t  h e r e  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g ) ,  

Q. And,  a p p a r e n t l y  P-17 i s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  P-13 
n e a r  p o i n t  10 ,  r i g h t ?  

Tha t  's r i g h t .  

P-31? 

Tha t  l ooks  abou t  h e r e ,  f a c i n g  t h a t  way. 

About where,  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  r i g h t  h e r e .  I t  looks  l i k e  t h e  p i c t u r e  was 
t aken  abou t  h e r e  f a c i n g  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g  w e s t )  . 
Q. Do you remember s e e i n g  t h o s e  bod i e s?  
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A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. P-41 looks  l i k e  t h e  group a t  p o i n t  1 2 ,  is t h a t  
r i g h t ?  

A. Tha t  's r i g h t .  

Q. Now, P-75, would you look a t  t h a t  f ence  very
c a r e f u l l y .  I t ' s  a double  fence .  I t ' s  an o b s t a c l e  f e n c e ,  
r i g h t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q Now, what would t h a t  f ence  be do ing  o u t  t h e r e ?  
Do you remember s e e i n g  t h a t  f ence?  This  i s  down i n  t h e  
v a l l e y ,  i t ' s  n o t  up on H i l l  85. 

A. W e l l ,  i f  you look a t  t h e  ROK p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e y ' r e  
h a r d l y  e v e r  o u t  of  s i g h t  o f  one ano the r .  Tha t  i s  probably  
an o u t p o s t ,  more t h a n  l i k e l y .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  t h i s  is  a remnant of  a ROK o u t p o s t  
h e r e ?  

A. I never  saw R O K ' s  use aprons .  They always used 
t h a t  c o n c e r t i n a  around it. 

Q . But,  you don It remember s e e i n g  it around My La i?  ' 

A. No sir.  

Q. P-95? 

A. T h a t ' s  H i l l  85. 

Q. P-95 shows H i l l  85 i n  t h e  background. 

A. The meet ing took p l a c e  i n  t h i s  second row of  t r e e s  
from the r i g h t .  

Q. Do you recall  a t  any t i m e  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n i s t  blow-
i n g  up a house ,  o r  blowing down a door  and c o l l a p s i n g  a house? 

A. H e  w a s n ' t  around m e ,  s i r .  H e  w a s  ove r  w i t h  
Capta in  MEDINA. 
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A. T h a t ' s  t h e  place where we RON'd. 


Q - P-126 is  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  RON on t h e  . n i g h t  of the 

16 t h .  

(The a e r i a l  pho tograph ,  E x h i b i t  P-1, which had 
been  a n n o t a t e d  by MR LACROSS w a s  r e c e i v e d  i n  e v i d e n c e  as 
E x h i b i t  P-157. The aer ia l  pho tograph ,  BS716789 o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
which had ear l ier  been shown t o  MR LACROSS, was r e c e i v e d  i n  
e v i d e n c e  as E x h i b i t  P-158. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1615 h o u r s ,  10 
J a n u a r y  19 70. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: LOPEZ, Manuel, SGT 


DATE OF TESTIMONY: 5 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTINONY: Pentagon 


WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 


COUNSEL:. Armando 0. MONACO, 11, CPT, stationed with the 

Staff Judge Advocate's Office, HQ USAIC, Fort Benning, 

Georgia. 


DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Witness refused to reveal 

tnis on the ground that it may have tended to incriminate 

him. 


The witness refused to answer any questions whatsoever 

concerning.the My Lai operation, including his duty 

assignment as of 16 March 1968 (pgs. 5,6,8). 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0900  hour s ,  5 January 
1970. ) 

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, COL WILSON, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  Sergeant  Manuel LOPEZ. 

Sergeant  LOPEZ, a r e  you r ep re sen ted  by counsel?  

Y e s ,  s ir .  

RCDR: W i l l  counsel  p l e a s e  s t a t e  h i s  name and address  
f o r  t h e  r eco rd?  

I C  : My name i s  Captain  Armando 0 .  MONACO 11, S t a f f  
Judge Advocate 's  O f f i c e ,  HQ USAIC, F o r t  Benning, Georgia.  

RCDR : Sergeant  LOPEZ, w i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, 
g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
and s t a t i o n ?  

A. My name i s  SFC Manuel LOPEZ, U.S. Amy,  

ass igned  t o  70th Company, 7 th  S tudent  B a t t a l i o n ,  F o r t  Benning, 

Georgia. 


MR WEST: Sergeant  LOPEZ, be fo re  we g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
Colonel MILLER w i l l  g ive  you some informat ion  about  t h e  
n a t u r e  and purpose of t h i s  i n q u i r y  and a d v i s e  you of  your 
t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s .  

COL MILLER: I w i l l  go through a number o f  t h i n g s  s lowly 
and i f  e i t h e r  of you have any q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  
t o  ask them. I f  you need any f u r t h e r  exp lana t ion  I w i l l  
t r y  t o  g ive  it. 

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by 
t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  of t h e  Army and t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army 
f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations i n  two major a r e a s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  
w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  of m i l i t a r y  command, of  what w e  now r e f e r  
t o  commonly a s  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of  March 1968, more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  approximately 16 March 1968,  and 
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( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  sup res s ion  o r  wi thhold ing  o f  
in format ion  by any person  who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  informat ion 
concerning t h i s  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  conducted p r i m a r i l y  f o r  
t h e s e  two purposes .  It i s  n o t  o u r  primary purpose t o  
i n q u i r e  i n t o  eve ry th ing  t h a t  happened a t  My Lai .  However, 
i n  t h e  course  of our  i n v e s t i g a t i 6 n  w e  do g e t  i n t o  many 
of t h o s e  d e t a i l s .  

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s ,  and we have 
reviewed p r i o r  s t a t emen t s  made by many wi tnes ses  i n  o t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ;  p r i m a r i l y  t h e s e  
a r e  t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and t h e  I G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  
Among o t h e r  t h i n g s  w e  have read  t h e  s t a t emen t  t h a t  you 
made t o  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  Colonel  
WILSON,  whom you may recognize  h e r e  t oday ,  Sergeant  LOPEZ. 

Your. test imony he re  today w i l l  be  t aken  under 
o a t h  and a  ve rba t im  record  w i l l  be prepared.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t o  having a r e p o r t e r  we a l s o  have a t a p e  r e c o r d e r ,  and 
w e  a r e  making a  t a p e  r eco rd ing  of  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

The gene ra l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  ou r  r e p o r t  i s  
c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  some o r  a l l  of t h e  test imony given h e r e  may become a 
matter of p u b l i c  knowledge a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  

You are d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony 
t h a t  you g i v e  today wi th  any o t h e r  peop le ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
w i tnes ses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  as you may be 
r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  i n  t h e  performance of your o f f i c i a l  
d u t i e s  o r  as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a 
competent l e g i s l a t i v e ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  
t r i b u n a l .  An example of  a j u d i c i a l  t r i b u n a l ,  f o r  example, 
is a c o u r t - m a r t i a l .  This  is an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body i n  t h i s  
case .  I unders tand t h a t  you a r e  under t h e  o r d e r s  i s s u e d  
pursuant  t o  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v. Ca l ley  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l .  Your tes t imony 
h e r e  is  w i t h i n  t h e  p e r m i s s i b l e  l i m i t s  of  t h a t  o r d e r .  I n  
o t h e r  words, you a r e  n o t  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge by appear ing  he re  and g iv ing  tes t imony.  
On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e  f a c t  that you do appear  h e r e  and 
g i v e  tes t imony does n o t  change t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  o r d e r  
of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge. 
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I t  s t i l l  con t inues  i n  e f f e c t .  Th is  o r d e r ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  
does n o t  mean t h a t  you cannot  d i s c u s s  t h i s  case f u l l y  
w i t h  your  counse l .  The o r d e r  has t o  do w i t h  d i s c u s s i n g  
your t es t imony  w i t h  o t h e r  peop le  e x c e p t  a s  you may b e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o .  

Se rgean t ,  I have g iven  you t h e  major purposes  
of  ou r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and I t o l d  you t h a t  w e  have r e a d  
p r i o r  s t a t e m e n t s .  We d i d  n o t e  t h a t  a t  a p r i o r  C I D  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  you d e c l i n e d  t o  g ive  t es t imony .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  you 
had Capta in  MONACO w i th  you a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- On t h e  b a s i s  of a l l  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  has  
come t o  u s ,  w e  have no b a s i s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  s u s p e c t  you 
of t h e  commission of  an o f f e n s e  a t  My L a i .  W e  have no 
i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  you have been s u s p e c t e d  o r  accused by 
o t h e r  peop le  of  having committed an o f f e n s e  a t  My La i .  
I f  du r ing  t h e  cou r se  of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  today any 
such  i n fo rma t ion  shou ld  come f o r t h ,  o f  cou r se  I w i l l  
c e r t a i n l y  a d v i s e  you f u l l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  your  r i g h t s .  

I n  t h e  meantime you do have counse l  and 
you may have counse l  con t inue  w i t h  you and you may 
c o n s u l t  w i t h  him a t  any t i m e .  You c e r t a i n l y  have t h e  
r i g h t  t o  make no i n c r i m i n a t i n g  s t a t e m e n t s ;  you may 
r e f u s e  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  i f  you f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  might  
i n c r i m i n a t e  you i n  any way. Any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  is 
made h e r e  cou ld  p o s s i b l y  be  used a s  ev idence  i n  a 
c r i m i n a l  t r i a l  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  t o  b e  one.  I t  cou ld  be  
used a g a i n s t  you. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  
what I have d i s c u s s e d  s o  f a r ?  

A .  N O ,  s ir .  

I C : I do,  y e s ,  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  c o u r t  o r d e r .  
It i s  my unders tand ing  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  c o u r t  
o r d e r  t h a t  it pe rmi t s  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  ev idence  on ly  
w i t h  c e r t a i n  named p a r t i e s  and t h e n  expands t h a t  s l i g h t l y  
t o  i n c l u d e  any j u d i c i a l  o r  q u a s i -  j u d i c i a l  m a t t e r  r e l a t i n g  
t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Now, it is  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  i f  
t h i s  is an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  h e a r i n g  h e r e ,  it could  n o t  f i t  
i n  w i t h  e i t h e r  t h e  j u d i c i a l  a r e a  o r  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l  a r e a .  
I w o u l d , l i k e  some c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on t h a t .  
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COL MILLER: I have no th ing  i n  w r i t i n g  b u t  I have d i s c u s s e d  
t h i s  p e r s o n a l l y  w i t h  t h e  judge advoca te  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  c a s e .  The m i l i t a r y  judge h a s  r u l e d  e x p r e s s l y  
t h a t  h i s  o r d e r  does n o t  ex t end  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where i t  bans  
tes t imony o r  g i v i n g  whatever  t e s t imony  you may have a t  t h i s  
i n q u i r y  b e i n g  conducted by General  PEERS. 

I C :  But w e  have r e c e i v e d  no n o t i c e  o r  o r i g i n a l  o r d e r .  

COL MILLER: You have no w r i t t e n  n o t i c e .  What you have 
h e r e  is  my a d v i c e  t o  you. I f  you f e e l  it is  n e c e s s a r y ,  
you can c e r t a i n l y  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
p e r s o n a l l y .  

I C : I don' t t h i n k  t h a t ' s  n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  a s  long  
a s  h e  had expanded h i s  o r i g i n a l  o r d e r  t o  i n c l u d e  t h i s  
hearing--and t h a t  t h e  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l - -  

COL MILLER ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  has  e x p r e s s l y  exc luded  t h i s  
i n q u i r y  from t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a a a i n s t g i v i n g  t es t imony  . 
I C  : Okay, ye s .  

COL MILLER: Do you have any o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ?  

I C : N o ,  t h a t  i s  a l l  I have.  

MR WEST: Se rgean t  LOPEZ, what was your  du ty  ass ignment  
on 16  March 1968? 

I C  : Before  Se rgean t  LOPEZ answers any q u e s t i o n s  h e  
would l i k e  t o  make a  b r i e f  r e q u e s t  of t h i s  committee 
( c o n f e r s  w i t h  w i t n e s s ) .  Would i t  be  p e r m i s s i b l e  f o r  
m e  t o  make t h i s  r e q u e s t  on beha l f  of  Se rgean t  LOPEZ? 

MR WEST: Go ahead. 

I C  B a s i c a l l y ,  Se rgean t  LOPEZ'S r e q u e s t  i s ,  as 
a c o n d i t i o n  t o  h i s  t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  t h i s  committee,  t h a t  
he  would r e q u e s t  t h a t  immunity be g r a n t e d  t o  him i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  any a c t i o n s  t h a t  may r e s u l t  a s  a p a r t  o f  h i s  t e s t i f y i n g  
h e r e .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  i n  o t h e r  words i f  h e  r e v e a l s  any incr im-
i n a t o r y  m a t t e r s  t h a t  would be  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a c o u r t - m a r t i a l  
o r  o t h e r  t r i b u n a l  t h a t  may be  c o n s t i t u t e d  by any v i o l a t i o n s  
a r i s i n g  o u t  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My L a i ,  e i t h e r  t h e  purpose  
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of t h i s  committee o r  any v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  Uniform Code of 
p l i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e - - t h a t  h e  be q r a n t e d  immunity from t h a t  
p ro secu t ion .  And w e  stress t h a t  immunity be a s  e x t e n s i v e  a s  
p o s s i b l e  t o  i n c l u d e  n o t  on ly  t h e  a c t i n g  chairman today 
bu t  a l s o  t h e  chairman i n  charge  appoin ted  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  Army and,  if a l s o  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  immunity ex tended  
from t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  Bonorable Richard N I X O N ,  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Defense,  t h e  Honorable Melvin LAIRD,  
and t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army, t h e  Honorable S t a n l e y  RESOR. 

MR WEST: W e  have no a u t h o r i t y  t o  ex t end  such immunity, , 
and on t h e  b a s i s  o f  i n fo rma t ion  a v a i l a b l e  t o  us w e  would 
no t  r e q u e s t  t h a t  any such immunity be g r a n t e d .  I ask you 
aga in ,  S e r g e a n t  LOPEZ, what was your  du ty  ass ignment  on 
16 March 1968? 

I C : ( A f t e r  c o n f e r r i n g  w i th  w i t n e s s )  I n  . t h a t  
r e s p e c t ,  t h e n ,  Sergean t  LOPEZ does n o t  wish t o  answer any 
q u e s t i o n s .  H e  f e e l s  t h a t - -  

MR W!l3ST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On what grounds? 

I C : F i r s t ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  tes t imony b e f o r e  t h e  
A r t i c l e  32 and t h e  I G  ha s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  covered any knowledge 
t h a t  he has  of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  H e  had n o t h i n g  f u r t h e r  t o  
add t o  e i t h e r  o f  t h o s e  two. And a l s o ,  on t h e  grounds t h a t  
any th ing  he may say may t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  him and ,  t h e r e -  
f o r e ,  he does n o t  wish t o  make any s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  may t e n d  
t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  him. 

MR WEST: You mean i t  would i n c r i m i n a t e  him t o  s ta te  
h i s  du ty  ass ignment  on 16 March 1968? 

I C : I t h i n k  it could  very  w e l l ,  y e s .  

MR WEST: Cap ta in  MONACO, t h a t  sounds t o  me r a t h e r  
f r i v o l o u s .  I a d v i s e  you t o  t h i n k  t h a t  o v e r  v e r y ,  thoroughly .  

I C : I t h i n k  t h a t  any d i s c u s s i o n  o f  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  
a t  t h a t  t i m e  cou ld  l e a d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t o r y  s t a t e m e n t s  and 
t h e r e f o r e ,  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  l e n g t h  a t  a l l  would v i o l a t e  h i s  
r i g h t s  i f  he  p e r s i s t e d  and answered any q u e s t i o n s .  

MR WEST : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0915 h o u r s ,  5 January  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0 9 4 3  h o u r s ,  5 J a n u a r y  
1970. )  

RCDR : The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL MILLER, 
and MAJ COOP. 

COL MILLER: L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  a l s o  r e f l e c t  t h a t  S e r q e a n t  
LOPEZ i s  h e r e  w i t h  h i s  c o u n s e l .  You a r e  r e m i n d e d ' t h a t  
you are s t i l l  under  o a t h ,  S e r g e a n t  LOPEZ. 

Through your  c o u n s e l  and d i r e c t l y  you have  
s t a t e d  t h a t  you do n o t  want t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s  on 
a t  l e a s t  t w o  grounds : o n e ,  t h a t  you have g i v e n  t e s t i m o n y  
b e f o r e ,  and t h e  o t h e r  i s  on t h e  b a s i s  of  A r t i c l e  31. F i r s t  
of a l l ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you may have g i v e n  s i m i l a r  t e s t i m o n y  
b e f o r e  i s  no r e a s o n  f o r  n o t  g i v i n g  t e s t i m o n y  b e f o r e  t h i s  
h e a r i n g  t o d a y ,  s t a n d i n g  a l o n e .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  you 
c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  have t o  make any s t a t e m e n t s  which may 
i n c r i m i n a t e  you c o n c e r n i n g  any o f f e n s e  c o n c e r n i n g  which 
you a r e  a s u s p e c t  o r  an accused .  Inasmuch a s  w e  do n o t  
s u s p e c t  you,  n o r  a r e  you accused  of  any o f f e n s e  a t  t h i s  
t i m e ,  t h e  o n l y  b a s i s  I can see f o r  your  r e f u s a l  t o  t e s t i f y  
i s  on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  you f e e l  t h a t  what you s a y  may t e n d  t o  
i n c r i m i n a t e  you. You have been asked  one  q u e s t i o n  so 
f a r ,  t h a t  w a s  what was your  d u t y  ass ignment  on 16 March 
1968,  and t h r o u g h  c o u n s e l  you have r e f u s e d  t o  answer t h a t  
s t a t e m e n t .  Would you s t a t e  t h e  b a s i s  on  which you r e f u s e d  
t o  answer t h i s  q u e s t i o n ?  

A. ( A f t e r  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  c o u n s e l )  S i r ,  t h e  
answer t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  may t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  myse l f .  

COL MILLER: A l l  r i g h t .  W e  have a number o f  a r e a s  o f  
i n q u i r i e s .  I w i l l  o u t l i n e  a few of them g e n e r a l l y  a t  
t h i s  t i m e  f o r  your  i n f o r m a t i o n .  W e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  f o r  
example,  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  may have  been  g i v e n  t o  
t h e  c o m p a n y d p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a t  My L a i  on 16 March. 
T h i s  b r i e f i n g  p r o b a b l y  w a s  g i v e n  by C a p t a i n  MEDINA t o  
t h e  assembled company on 1 5  March. W e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a s s a u l t  l a n d i n g ,  whe the r  it was a 
" h o t "  LZ o r  a " c o l d "  LZ,  and i n  t h e  movements o f  t h e  
3d P l a t o o n ,  o r  any o t h e r  t r o o p s  of  whom you have  
knowledge, t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My L a i .  W e  a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what  you saw and what t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  o f  My L a i .  

(LOPEZ) 6 APP T-61 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Moving from t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i ,  t h e  company went i n t o  
a l a a g e r  a r e a  i n  o r  n e a r  a g raveyard  by what w e  r e f e r  t o  
a s  P i n k v i l l e ,  which i s  e a s t  of  ?ly La i .  The company was 
i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  3 days ,  1 6 t h ,  1 7 t h ,  and 1 8 t h ,  On 
t h e  1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h ,  a f t e r  t h e  company had passed  th rough  
My La i  and a f t e r  it had l a a g e r e d  w i t h  B Company, it made 
a sweep t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  2 t o  3 k i l o m e t e r s  t o  t h e  
s o u t h ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Khe and t h e n  n o r t h  of  P i n k v i l l e  
where it was e x t r a c t e d  by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e  1 8 t h  o f  
March. Th i s  i s  My Khe, i s n ' t  i t ?  

RCDR: My Khe ( 2 )  , s i r .  

COL MILLER: W e  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  knowing whether  a 
f i e l d  g rade  o f f i c e r  o r  anyone approached t h e  t r o o p s  
a s  t h e y  debarked from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  a t  LZ D o t t i e  on 
about  t h e  1 8 t h ,  and wha t ,  i f  any,  q u e s t i o n s  h e  asked.  
W e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  whether any s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  
made by t h e  peop le  i n  t h e  cha in  of command t o  n o t  
d i s c u s s  t h i s  My La i  i n c i d e n t  o r  whether  anyone came 
t o  you, ques t i oned  you o r  o t h e r  peop l e ,  t o  your  
knowledge, a s  a p a r t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  f o r  
o t h e r  purposes  w i t h i n  30 days t o  6  weeks 
a f t e r  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  These a r e  some o f  t h e  
a r e a s  t h a t  w e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  Before  you answer 
my n e x t  q u e s t i o n ,  I would l i k e  t o  have you c o n s u l t  
w i t h  counse l  on t h i s .  I would l i k e  t o  a l s o  s ta te  
t h a t  w e  c e r t a i n l y  would l i k e  t o  have any i n fo rma t ion  
t h a t  you f e e l  you can g i v e .  I f  you dec ide  t h a t  you can  
answer some q u e s t i o n s  and n o t  o t h e r s ,  you a r e  a t  
l i b e r t y  t o  answer c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s  and r e f u s e  t o  
answer o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  The f a c t  t h a t  you may 
answer one q u e s t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  
s u b j e c t  a r e a  does n o t  mean t h a t  you have t o  c o n t i n u e  
answering q u e s t i o n s  i n  t h a t  area. I t  may w e l l  b e  
t h a t  some of  t h e s e  a r e a s  of  i n q u i r y  would be  such t h a t  
t hey  do n o t  o r  would n o t  t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  you. 
T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  known on ly  t o  you and t o  your  
counse l  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  But keep ing  i n  mind what I 
have j u s t  s a i d ,  would you j u s t  d i s c u s s  t h i s  m a t t e r  
w i th  your  counse l  f o r  a few minutes .  Do you want t o  
d i s c u s s  t h i s  i n  a n o t h e r  room? 
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I C :  N O ,  I t h i n k  it i s  s u f f i c i e n t  i n  h e r e ,  w e  
d i s c u s s e d  it p r i o r  ( c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  w i t n e s s ) .  

COL MILLER: A r e  you ready t o  answer my q u e s t i o n  now, 
Se rgean t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  The f a c t  t h a t  any q u e s t i o n  may 
i n c r i m i n a t e  myse l f ,  I w i l l  r e f u s e  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s .  

COL MILLER: A l l  r i g h t .  I w i l l  a d v i s e  you concern ing  
t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  o r d e r  of  t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge--
t h a t  o r d e r  i s  s t i l l  i n  e f f e c t .  Do you unders tand?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You a r e  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  o t h e r  
w i t n e s s e s  b e f o r e  t h i s  h e a r i n g  e x c e p t  under t h o s e  t e r m s  
which I have a l r e a d y  s e t  o u t .  Do you need t o  have them 
e x p l a i n e d  aga in?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

I C :  Okay, e x p l a i n  it aga in  f o r  h i s  b e n e f i t .  

COL MILLER: A l l  r i g h t .  You d i d  n o t  g i v e  t es t imony  
i n  s u b s t a n c e  h e r e  t oday ,  of  c o u r s e ,  b u t  you a r e  
t o  d i s c u s s  whatever  tes t imony t h a t  you d i d  g i v e  h e r e  
o n l y  as you may be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do i n  t h e  performance 
of your  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  b e f o r e  an a p p r o p r i a t e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  t r i b u n a l .  
I f  you have any q u e s t i o n  on i t ,  you do have c o u n s e l ,  
you can c o n s u l t  w i t h  c o u n s e l ,  and I am s u r e  he  w i l l  
a d v i s e  you p r o p e r l y  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I f  you a r e  c a l l e d ,  
you may want t o  s eek  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from what-
e v e r  body shou ld  ca l l  you. Is t h a t  unders tood? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  i t , i s .  

COL MILLER: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0953 h o u r s ,  5 January  
1970.)  

(LOPEZ) 8 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-61 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: PENDLETON, Richard 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 23 January 1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Third Squad, Third 
Platoon,  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFA=. 

PENDLETON received no t r a i n i n g  on the  handl ing of 
PW's o r  noncombatants e i t h e r  i n  Hawaii o r  Vietnam (pgs. 48, 
49) .  However, he d i d  rece ive  some i n s t r u c t i o n  on tak ing  
p r i s o n e r s  i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  (pg. 4 9 ) .  The witness  had 
never before  seen t h e  MACV cards  "Nine Rules" o r  "The 
Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pg. 5 0 ) .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  d id  no t  r e c a l l  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e ,  bu t  
w a s  p r e s e n t  f o r  c a p t a i n  MEDINA's b r i e f i n g  on t h e  15th (pg. 
2 ) .  MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  they w e r e  going a f t e r  a VC b a t t a l i o n  i n  

P i n k v i l l e  and t h a t  they were t o  k i l l  every th ing  t h a t  moved 
(pgs. 3 ,  6 ) .  MEDINA s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be women 
t h e r e  wi th  web gear  who would be f i g h t i n g  with t h e  VC 
(pgs. 4 ,  6 ,  7 ) .  MEDINA s a i d  nothing about noncombatants 
(pgs. 4 ,  7 ) .  PENDLETON d i d  n o t  th ink  c i v i l i a n s  would be 
there (pg. 7 ) .  MEDINA s a i d  a l l  t h e  Vietnamese p r e s e n t  
i n  the v i l l a g e  would be t h e r e  t o  f i g h t  (pg. 4 )  . MEDINA 
c a l l e d  t h e  opera t ion  an opportuni ty t o  g e t  even f o r  t h e  
men who had been l o s t  (pg. 4 )  . They were t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pgs.  3 ,  7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d id  n o t  remember MEDINA saying how 
long t h e  opera t ion  w a s  t o  l a s t  o r  whether t h e s e  o rde r s  had 
come from higher  headquarters  (pgs. 2-4)  . 
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3. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI .  

A f t e r  they g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  PENDLETON's 
platoon moved south along t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  through a 
r i c e  paddy t o  a drainage d i t c h  south of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.9).  
Thei r  purpose was t o  p o l i c e  up VC with weapons who 
had been repor ted  by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  (pgs. 9 ,  37) . They 
found t h e  VC, secured t h e  weapon, and re tu rned  t h e  way 
they had come (pgs. 10 ,  3 7 ) .  They en te red  t h e  hamlet i n  
i t s  northwest corner  and proceeded s t r a i g h t  through My Lai 
on a pa th  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  c e n t e r  (pgs. 11, 37) . They ki l led 
animals and burned hootches a s  they moved (pg. 1 0 )  . He 
d id  no t  r e c a l l  rece iv ing  h o s t i l e  f i r e  (pg. 1 0 ) .  En route  
he saw 30 t o  40 bodies  of persons of mixed ages and sexes 
s c a t t e r e d  about (pgs. 37, 38) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  bodies 
of many mi l i ta ry-age  males g .  1 They emerqed from. 
t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  a p o i n t  where a t r a i l  led south ,  and he 
saw a group of  15 t o  20 bodies  approximately 100 f e e t  away 
(pgs. 1 2 ,  13,  39) . PENDLETON saw m-DINA..sho-oOtt -a t h r e e  t o  
f o u r  yea r  o l d  boy in t h e  head with h i s  M-16  i n  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  (pgs. 1 4 ,  15,  39, 4 0 )  . The l i t t l e  boy was 
among t h e  bodies  a t  t h e  time and was cry ing  (pgs. 1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  
The witness  was convinced MEDINA d i d  it because he s a w  
MEDINA aim h i s  r i f l e  a t  t h e  boy and he s a w  t h e  boy f a l l  
(pg. 1 6 )  . The next  i n c i d e n t  he saw was CARTER wounding 
himself i n  t h e  f o o t  (pg. 1 7 ) .  PENDLETON's squad pu l l ed  
s e c u r i t y  f o r  CARTER'S dus to f f  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 40) . H i s  
squad then  moved t o  t h e  sou theas t  corner  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and s e t  up s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company (pgs. 18, 
4 2 ,  43) . This  occurred a t  approximately 1000 (pg. 4 2 )  . 
A t  one p o i n t  he heard an o r d e r  come over  M E D I N A ' s  r ad io  t o  
s t o p  t h e  f i r i n g  (pg. 1 8 ) .  MEDINA radioed t h e  platoons t o  
s t o p  t h e  f i r i n g  and k i l l i n g ,  bu t  t o  cont inue burning (pgs. 181 
1 9 ) .  While i n  t h e  s u t h e a s t  corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e  he saw 
a d i t c h  with about 40 bodies of mixed ages and sexes i n  it 
( P ~ S  2 0 ,  2 1 ,  43 ) .  There were women and c h i l d r e n  i n  the  
d i t c h  and some mi l i ta ry-age  males (pg. 2 1 ) .  hey heard noises 
from t h e  d i t c h  which came from t h e  wounded (pg. 2 0 )  . 
DOHERTY and TERRY f i n i s h e d  o f f  these  persons (pg. 20) .  One 
of these  was a woman who had two t o  four  b u l l e t s  i n  he r  
back (pg. 20) . After  t h i s  they moved e a s t  towards t h e  coast1 
burning hamlets a s  they went (pgs.  2 1 ,  43 ) .  They d i d  not 
shoot  any more Vietnamese (pg. 2 2 ) .  He saw National  pol ice 
a t  t h e  l aager  s i t e ,  bu t  he d id  n o t  see  them k i l l  any suspects 
(pg. 25) .  He heard t h a t  they had done s o ,  however (pg. 25) * 
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H e  saw two c o l o n e l s  l and  i n  t h e  f i e l d  on e i t h e r  t h e  1 6 t h  
o r  1 7 t h  (pg. 2 5 ) .  On t h e  18 th  they  moved down t h e  c o a s t ,  
burning v i l l a g e s ,  and they  t o l d  t h e  Vietnamese t o  g e t  o u t  
o f  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 2 6 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

PENDLETON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a c o l o n e l  a t  LZ 
~ o t t i ewhen they  r e t u r n e d  on t h e  1 8 t h  (pg. 2 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
r e c o l l e c t e d  MEDINA t e l l i n g  t h e  company t h a t  t h e r e  was 
going t o  be  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  he would t a k e  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  what had t r a n s p i r e d  (pg. 2 7 ) .  MEDINA 
d i d  n o t  t e l l  them t o  keep q u i e t  (pg. 2 8 ) .  PENDLETON never  
spoke t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  and he knew o f  no one 
who d i d  (pg. 2 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  had no i d e a  why t h e  i n c i d e n t  
w a s  n o t  r e p o r t e d  (pg. 33) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. A t t i t u d e  of C Company toward t h e  Vietnamese. 

Many o f  t h e  men d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  Vietnamese and 
d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e i r  l i v e s  were worth  as much a s  t h a t  o f  
an American (pgs .  29, 3 0 ) .  There w e r e  a number o f  r a p e s  
committed by t h e  men i n  h i s  p l a toon  (pg.  3 0 ) .  However, 
n e i t h e r  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  Se rgean t  LOPEZ, no r  GRIMES was 
involved ,  and t h e s e  r apes  could have taken  p l a c e  w i thou t  
t h e i r  knowing about  it (pg. 31). 

Miscel laneous.  

(1) The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  t h e  primary reason  
f o r  t h e  k i l l i n g  was M E D I N A ' s  t a l k  t h e  d g h t  b e f o r e  (pg. 33) . 

( 2 )  PENDLETON knew o f  no one who w a s  under t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  mar i juana  on t h e  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 9 ) .  

( 3 )  Be d i d  n o t  l i k e  MEDINA because MEDINA never  
gave a reason  f o r  h i s  o r d e r s  (pg. 35) . MEDINA always 
w a s  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  company (pg. 35 ) . 
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EXIIIBIT'S 

EXHIEIT 
NUMBER -- DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

, 

8 

----. 
2 - I n d i c a t e s  p o s i t i a .  

39 
.--

3-Place where MEDIMi 

-

P-6--

---- 

k i l l e d  young boy. - -- ---.-
4-Place w 3 e r e  
w i t  squad p u l l e d  

- -- -- --
sec u r l  tyfor------- 
medevac h e l i c o p t e r .  - -
5 -FEEF%FiFie w i t 

- squad p u l l e d  
s e c u r l t y  t o r  camp.I . .  

- - - - - - - -- -- 

-- -- -- -- 
-- 

-- -- 

40 

4 1  

42 

t h r u  Misce l l aneous- -Scenes  
- - -- 

Showed CARTER b e i n  
- - 

EE?EeFC1d . 
4 4  

Showed DUSTIN burn-
P-14 Misce l laneous  S c 3 . e  i n q  a hootch.  

Showed one o f  the 
P-18 Misce l laneous  Scene l i e u t e n a n t s .  

Showed squad leader 
P-25 -- Misce l laneous  Scene- GRIMES. 45 

P-30 Misce l laneous  Scene Showed DELPOME. 46 - -- 
Witness  r ecogn ized  

P-36 Misce l laneous  Scene---- -..CARTER.- 46 -- 
Resembled b o d i e s  

P-41 Misce l laneous  Scene w i t  s a w  on t r a i l .  13 
~ e i b l e dl i t t l e  

- boy he s a w  k i l l e d  

- -- 
by MEDINA- Showed 
b o d i e s  on t r a i l  1 5  
a t T n t - # 2 .  46 

-- - -
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E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION -- --------- NOTES PAGES 

c e l WB.S Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene. 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

I - W I L L I A M S - ~ ~  
7SMITH, 

-- 

l e f t L  
f i r s t  

~ i s c e l l ~ o u sScene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 
P-1 as a n n o t a t e d  by 
_the w i t a e s s  

-- DELPOIYIE . 
Entered  i n t o  
ev idence .  _---
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(The h e a r i n g  was r econvened  a t  1012 h o u r s ,  2 3  
J a n u a r y  19 7 0 .  ) 

MRWEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, COL 
FRANKLIN, and  MAJ COOP. The next w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  R icha rd  PENDLETON. 

(MR PENDLETON was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn ,  
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s : )  

W i l l  you s t a t e  your  name, o c c u p a t i o n  and a d d r e s s .  

A. My name i s  R icha rd  Wayne PENDLETON. A t  t h e  moment, 
I ' m  n o t  working .  I l i v e  a t  2901 McBride Avenue, Richmond, 
C a l i f o r n i a .  

MR WEST: M r .  PENDLETON, have  you  r e a d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  concern-
i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  and p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  i n q u i r y  shown t o  you by 
t h e  r e c o r d e r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Do you have  any q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  o u r  f u n c t i o n  h e r e ,  
what  w e  are t r y i n g  t o  do? 

A. You a r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t  i t .  

MR WEST: Y e s ,  o u r  main e f f o r t  i s  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  happened  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  morning o f  16  March 1968 w e r e  
a d e q u a t e l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  was any c o v e r u p  o f  what  
happened t h e r e  t h a t  day.  W e  a s k  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  y o u r  t e s t i -
mony h e r e  t o d a y  w i t h  anyone ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  who 
may come b e f o r e  u s ,  e x c e p t  a s  may be  n e c e s s a r y  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  any a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body o r  j u d i c i a l  forum 
o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body.  F o r  example ,  t h e r e  i s  a subcommit tee  o f  
t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee which i s  l o o k i n g  i n t o  t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  They a r e  c a l l i n g  some w i t n e s s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  some 
who have  a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  u s .  When w e  a s k  you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
your  t e s t i m o n y  p u b l i c l y ,  w e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a r e  n o t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a n  
a p p e a r a n c e  b e f o r e  a C o n g r e s s i o n a l  subcommit tee .  You c a n  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t ,  I a m  s u r e .  

F o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  M r .  PENDLETON, w e r e  you a member o f  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army on 1 6  March 1968? 
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A. Yes. 

Q . When w e r e  you d i s c h a r g e d ?  

A. J u n e  1 3 ,  1969.  

Q. What was your  d u t y  a s s ignment  and y o u r  o u t f i t  on 
16 March 1968? 

A. I was i n  C/1/20, 3d P l a t o o n ,  t h i r d  squad.  I was 
a r i f l e m a n .  

Q Do you remember your  squad l e a d e r ' s  name? 

A. A t  t h e  t i m e ,  it was J o e  GRIMES. 

Q. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w a s  C/1/20 p a r t  o f  T a s k  F o r c e  Barke r?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  o f  t h e  p l a n n e d  a s s a u l t  on 
My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. The day b e f o r e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  T h a t  would have  been t h e  1 5 t h  of  March, 1 9  
A r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  of  C h a r l i e  Company by Cap ta in  
MEDINA t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  l a t e  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you remember sometime b e f o r e  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  a 
m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  b e i n g  h e l d  f o r  some men o f  t h e  company who had 
been  k i l l e d ?  

A. I remember t h e r e  were some ce remonies  l i k e  t h A t .  I 
d o n ' t  know when t h e y  were.  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e y  w e r e  b e f o r e  
t h a t  o r  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q.  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e n ,  between t h e  s e r v i c e s  
and t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did C a p t a i n  M E D I N A  t e l l  you how l o n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  Was 
t o  l a s t ?  
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A. I f  he  d i d ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Could you t e l l  u s ,  p l e a s e ,  a l l  you remember a b o u t  
C a p t a i n  M E D I N A ' s  o r d e r s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  company t h a t  
a f t e r n o o n ?  

A. He sa id - -he  got u s  a l l  t o g e t h e r  and s a i d  w e ' r e  j u s t  
gonna go on an  o p e r a t i o n  back t o  a p l a c e  w e  c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e ,  
and w e  had  been  t h e r e  b e f o r e ,  and he  s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  a VC 
b a t t a l i o n  o r  some k i n d  o f  r e g i m e n t  i n  t h e r e - - o r  b a t t a l i o n - -
and w e  had  t o  g o  t h e r e  and wipe them o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h a t  
a r e a  r i g h t  t h e r e .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was--well ,  t h e  way he  
t a l k e d ,  t h a t  f o r  s u r e  t h e r e  would be enemy i n  t h e r e  and  w e  
would c o n t a c t  t h e  enemy. H e  s a i d - - w e l l ,  he  j u s t  made it s u r e  
t o  everybody t h a t  t h e y  would b e  t h e r e ,  and i f  w e  d i d  make 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  enemy w e  s h o u l d  wipe o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
k i l l  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  t h e r e ,  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e  and  h e  
s a i d  someth ing  a b o u t  t h e  women t h e r e .  T h a t  t h e  women may have  
combat g e a r  and t h a t  t h e y  would be f i g h t i n g ,  t o o .  I g u e s s  he  
t a l k e d  f o r  a b o u t  h a l f  an hour .  

Q. Did h e  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  b u r n i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. H e  wanted  t h e  v i l l a g e  d e s t r o y e d .  The n e x t  day he 
wanted it d e s t r o y e d .  He wanted  it burned  down. 

Q- Now, do  you r e c a l l ,  d i d  t h e s e  o r d e r s  a l s o  a p p l y  
t o  t h e  o t h e r  l i t t l e  h a m l e t s  and v i l l a g e s  which you e x p e c t e d  
t o  come t o  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  was h e  o n l y  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
one h a m l e t ?  

A. W e l l ,  he  w a s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  f o u r  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  I 
know o f .  They were  c a l l e d - - t h e y  had  numbers ,  1 t h r o u g h  4 .  
I t  may have  been  My L a i  (1), My L a i  ( 2 )  , My L a i  ( 3 )  and 
My L a i  ( 4 ) .  T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  v i l l a g e s  o r  p l a c e s  where h e  s a i d  
w e  would go. 

Q. Okay, d i d  he s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  B / 4 / 3 ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  u n i t  
i n  t h e  a r e a .  I n e v e r  s e e n  them. 

6. Did h e  g i v e  an i n d i c a t i o n  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  h i s  o r d e r s  
had come from h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s ?  Do you remember a n y t h i n g  
ment ioned  a b o u t  t h a t ?  
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A. The o r d e r s  t h a t  he u s u a l l y  g i v e s  o u t  u s u a l l y  
come from h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y .  I suppose  t h e  o r d e r s  came from 
t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Y e s ,  I u n d e r s t a n d .  I j u s t  wondered i f  he had 
men t ioned  i t ?  

A. Not . t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. Did he s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  p e o p l e  who were l i v i n g  
i n  t h e  area, a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h i s  was a p o p u l a t e d  a r e a  where 
t h e r e  would be  women and c h i l d r e n  and f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g ,  what  
t h e i r  s y m p a t h i e s  w e r e ,  p e r h a p s ?  

A. No, he  d i d n ' t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  a t  a l l .  H e  
s a i d  t h e r e  migh t  be  women t h e r e ,  b u t  he  d i d n ' t  s a y  t h e r e  would 
b e  c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  a t  a l l .  He s a i d  t h e r e  migh t  b e  women t h e r e  
f i g h t i n g ,  and  he d i d n ' t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  what  t h e i r  sympathies  
w e r e .  

Q .  Okay. W e l l ,  d i d  he  i n d i c a t e  whe the r  t h e r e  would be 
any noncombatants  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  For  example--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, he d i d n ' t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  them. 

Q- H e  d i d n ' t  u s e  t h a t  t e rm?  

A. No. 

Q - - A l l  r i g h t .  Did he  t a l k  i n  t e r m s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  
a r e a  be ing  VC or VC s y m p a t h i z e r s ?  

A. H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  would be  t h e r e  would 
be t h e r e  t o  f i g h t .  

Q - Okay. Did he  t a l k  t o  you a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  such  as 
g e t t i n g  e v e n  w i t h  t h e  VC? Did he u s e  t h e  t e r m  " r evenge"?  

A. H e  d i d n ' t  u s e  t h e  t e r m  " r e v e n g e .  " H e  s a i d  t h i s  might 
b e  a chance  t o  g e t  back a t  t h i s  VC r e g i m e n t  o r  b a t t a l i o n  o r  
w h a t e v e r  it was t h e r e  f o r  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d  o r  
i n j u r e d  i n  t h a t  area. 

Q Y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  l o s s e s  i n  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q How l o n g  had  you been  i n  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. A l i t t l e  o v e r  4 months.  

Q - Did you come o v e r  f rom Hawaii  w i t h  t h e  company? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Were you w i t h  Task F o r c e  B a r k e r  a l l  t h e  t i m e  it 
e x i s t e d ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q So you had  been  w i t h  t h e  company d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  
p r e c e d i n g  16  March 1968 when t h e  company had l o s t  men t o  
s n i p e r s ,  booby t r a p s  and mines?  

(Wi tness  nods  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

A s  I u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  you h a d  
n e v e r  r e a l l y  come t o  g r i p s  w i t h  " c h a r l i e "  and  had  a r e a l  f i r e -
f i g h t  w i t h  him and r e a l  c o n t a c t ,  where you c o u l d  see him. 

A. H e  would n e v e r  e v e r  come o u t  w i t h  any f o r c e  a n d  
f i g h t  you. I t  was j u s t  s n i p e r s  and booby t r a p s .  

Q What was t h e  mood o f  t h e  men i n  t h e  company a f t e r  
t h i s  b r i e f i n g  w i t h  C a p t a i n  MEDINA? How d i d  t h e y  f e e l ?  What 
d i d  t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  o r d e r s  t o  b e ,  f o r  example? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e y  knew t h a t  tomorrow when t h e y  g o t  t o  t h i s  
p l a c e ,  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  bu rn  t h e  v i l l a g e  down. They knew 
it was a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  f rom any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  t h e y  e v e r  
went on  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  way C a p t a i n  MEDINA t a l k e d  t o  u s .  H e  
t a l k e d  t o  u s  l o n g e r .  W e l l ,  he  t a l k e d  t o  u s  t h a t  t h i s  was a 
s p e c i a l  o p e r a t i o n ,  d i f f e r e n t  f rom any o t h e r  t h a t  w e  e v e r  went  
on ,  and  t h a t  t h i s  h e r e - - w e l l ,  t h e y  knew t h a t  t h e  n e x t  day  t h a t  
t h i s  was g o i n g  t o  be  a d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  
went on.  

Q .  What w a s  t h e  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e ?  

PA. The rea l  d i f f e r e n c e ?  

Q .  Y e s ,  how w a s  t h i s  g o i n g  t o  be  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h e  
o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n ?  
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A. How was i t  t h e  n e x t  day ,  o r  how was it supposed 
t o  be?  

Q - How was it supposed t o  be d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. W e l l ,  when he t a l k e d  a b o u t  k i l l i n g  t h e  women t h a t  
would be  f i g h t i n g  and d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Destroying--
it was j u s t  d i f f e r e n t .  

Q. Do I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  company n e v e r  d i d  t h i s  
b e f o r e ?  Never had such  o r d e r s  b e f o r e ?  

A. No. 

Q.  Now, d i d  t h e  men i n  your  squad ,  i n  your  p l a t o o n ,  
t a l k  abou t  t h e s e  o r d e r s ?  How d i d  t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  them? 

A. They u n d e r s t o o d  them t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  when t h e y  g o t  
t h e r e  t h e  n e x t  day t h e r e  was s u r e  g o i n g  t o  be  combat t h e r e  and 
t h e y  were supposed t o  wipe o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - I n  your  s t a t e m e n t  t o  M r .  BUGLIO, t h e  C I D  a g e n t ,  you 
s a i d ,  "Peop le  w e r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  k i l l i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  moved, 
and everyone  knew what w e  were g o i n g  t o  do . "  Was t h a t  a b o u t  
r i g h t ?  Is t h a t  how t h e y  f e l t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - T h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e y  unders tood  t h e  o r d e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  and a n o t h e r  t h i n g ,  when he s a i d  s h o o t  e v e r y t h i n g  
t h a t  moved, t h a t ' s  something t h a t  C a p t a i n  MEDINA s a i d ,  and right 
t h e r e  i s  when t h e y  g o t  it i n t o  t h e i r  minds t h a t  t h a t  i s  what 
t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  do .  

MR WEST: W e ' l l  have a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1030 h o u r s ,  2 3  J a n u a r y  
1970. ) 
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(The h e a r i n g  was reconvened a t  1036 h o u r s ,  23 
January  1970 .  ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a r e  a g a i n  
p r e s e n t .  M r .  PENDLETON, I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  
under  o a t h .  

COL FRANKLIN: C a p t a i n  MEDINA, i n  t h a t  o r d e r ,  ment ioned  t h e  
women and t h a t  t h e  women would b e  f i g h t i n g  t o o ?  

A. H e  s a i d  something  a b o u t  t h a t ,  y e s .  

Q Did he  s a y  something  a b o u t  t h e  women would be  
wear ing  p a c k s ?  

A. Y e s ,  combat g e a r .  

Q. How a b o u t  c h i l d r e n ?  Did he  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  c h i l d r e n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember him s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  

Q.  Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  a p h r a s e ,  "The c h i l d r e n  
w i l l  grow up t o  b e  VC"?  

A. T h a t  h a s  been  s a i d  b e f o r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember him 
s a y i n g  it .  

Q. I n  y o u r  mind, how d i d  you u n d e r s t a n d  what  you were 
supposed  t o  do and t h e  men of  t h a t  company w e r e  supposed  t o  do 
when t h e y  went  i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e l l ,  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- How a b o u t  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e - - p e r s o n s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  
a t  a l l .  I g u e s s  t h e y  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  a b o u t  them b e i n g  t h e r e ,  b u t  
t h e y  a lways  l i v e d  t h e r e .  P e o p l e  t h o u g h t  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  have  
a b i g  f i g h t  t h e  n e x t  day.  

Q . W a s  it y o u r  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  l i v i n g  i n  t h e r e  
w a s  t o  be  k i l l e d ?  
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A. Y e s ,  b e c a u s e  we t h o u g h t  t h e r e  was g o i n g  t o  be  
a f i g h t .  

Q Did any of  t h e  men t a l k  a b o u t  t h i s  l a t e r  o n ,  a b o u t  
what  t h e y  s a i d  a f t e r  C a p t a i n  MEDINA's b r i e f i n g ,  and  t h e n  s o r t  
o f  t a l k  a b o u t  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q What d i d  t h e y  s a y ?  

A. They were k i n d  of  w o r r i e d  abou t  t h e  n e x t  day .  They 
w e r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Wel l ,  some p e o p l e  t a l k e d  
abou t  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  Some p e o p l e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  w i p i n g  t h e  
v i l l a g e  o u t .  Some p e o p l e  would b e  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e  n e x t  day  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d n '  t know what was g o i n g  t o  be t h e r e .  They 
j u s t  t a l k e d  a b o u t  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  

Q. What was your  f e e l i n g ?  Were you s c a r e d ,  o r  w e r e  you 
r e a d y  t o  go? 

A. 
I j u  
went 

W e l l ,  I w a s  k i n d  o f  s c a r e d ,  s i r ,  a b o u t  t h e  n e x t  day .  
s t  t h o u g h t  it would be  something  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  we 

on. I knew t h e  p l a c e  w e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  b e c a u s e  w e  w e r e  there  
b e f o r e ,  and I know it w a s  a bad  p l a c e  a round  t h e r e ,  s o  I w a s  
s c a r e d  a l i t t l e  b i t .  I t r i e d  n o t  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  it t o o  much, 
and t h e  n e x t  day  I j u s t  went .  

MR WEST: M r .  PENDLETON, l e t ' s  go  t o  t h e  n e x t  day  now, t h e  
combat a s s a u l t  upon My L a i  ( 4 )  because  t h a t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  l i t t l e  
h a m l e t  t h a t  you came t o .  You have  i n  f r o n t  o f  you now a blown-
up ae r i a l  pho tograph  which shows My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  

,(MR WEST o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on E x h i b i t  P -1 . )  

O n  y o u r  l e f t  i s  a 1 :25 ,000 s c a l e  map which h a s  been 
a d m i t t e d  i n t o  e v i d e n c e . a s  E x h i b i t  MAP-4.  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  
map t h e  h a m l e t  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  . 

(MR WEST o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on MAP-4.) 

Does t h i s  l o o k  f a m i l i a r  t o  you now? 

Y e s .  
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Q.  Could you j u s t  t e l l  u s ,  now, what you and your  
squad d i d ,  and your  p l a t o o n ,  t h a t  morning a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  
of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  l a n d e d - - i t  was i n  t h e  r ice p a d d i e s  t h e r e .  
W e  j u s t  l a n d e d  and s p r e a d  o u t ,  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  l e f t .  We 
w e r e n ' t  s u r e  what w e  were go ing  t o  do r i g h t  o f f ,  and when w e  g o t  
o f f ,  o u r  p l a t o o n  went--we were g o i n g  t o  sweep s o u t h .  T h a t ' s  
what w e  d i d .  We w e r e  go ing  s o u t h .  

Q - You were i n  S e r g e a n t  GRIMES'S squad.  Did S e r g e a n t  
GRIMES'S squad g e t  a s e p a r a t e  m i s s i o n  t h e r e  b e f o r e  l o n g  t h a t  
morning? 

A. Not s e p a r a t e d  f o r  more t h a n  5 m i n u t e s  o r  a n y t h i n g .  

Q - Go ahead;  j u s t  t e l l  u s  what  happened. 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  whole p l a t o o n  went  t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g  i n  
a s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n )  and w e  w e r e  w a l k i n g  a l o n g  t h e r e  a b o u t  a 
1,000--about 500 meters--600 m e t e r s  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  The r e a s o n  
w e  went t h a t  way was, I g u e s s ,  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  a r e a  down t h e r e ,  
and t h e r e  was a h e l i c o p t e r  r e p o r t  o f  some VC up t h e r e  w i t h  r i f l e s ,  
and he dropped smoke down i n  t h e r e .  Tha t  might  have  been t h e  
r e a s o n  w e  went down t h e r e .  So w e  walked down t h e r e .  

Q- About where was t h i s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ? 
Was it t h e  s o u t h  and w e s t ,  f o r  example? 

A. R igh t  h e r e .  H e r e  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  h e r e .  W e  j u s t - -
w e  w e r e  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  t h e  edge .  W e  swept  down ( i n d i c a t i n g  s o u t h ) .  

Q- I n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p l a t o o n  moved s o u t h  th rough  t h e  
rice paddy l o c a t e d  w e s t  o f  My ~ a i  ( 4 ) .  

A. D i r e c t l y  w e s t  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  , and where w e  s t o p p e d  a t ,  
it might  have  been h e r e  on t h e  map ( i n d i c a t i n g  a  d r a i n a g e  d i t c h ) .  

Q - You've i n d i c a t e d  a d r a i n a g e  d i t c h  which r u n s  a l o n g  
s o u t h  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  , approx imate ly  300 t o  400 meters. Do you 
remember t h a t  d r a i n a g e  d i t c h ?  

A. I remember t h a t  t r a i l  t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  w a s  a d i t c h  
t h e r e  t o o ,  and t h e r e  was t r e e s  a l o n g  it. 
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Q Did you g e t  any h o s t i l e  a c t i o n  t h e r e ?  Anybody 
f i r e  a t  you? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  I 

Q. Did you r u n  i n t o  any VC o r  Vietnamese p e o p l e ?  1 

A. W e  g o t  a r i f l e  up t h e r e ,  VC r i f l e .  

Q Okay. Would you t e l l  u s  what happened n e x t  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. W e  went  back t h e  same way w e  came. 

Q - When you went  down, d i d  you go any f u r t h e r  s o u t h  
t h a n  t h a t  d r a i n a g e  d i t c h ?  

A. No. 

Q Then you went  back i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy.  What happened 
n e x t ?  

A. W e  went  back  up t h e r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  where t h e  l and ing  
s i t e  w a s .  Then o u r  squad went t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My L a i  (4), 
and o u r  job  t h e n  w a s  t o  b u r n  i t  down; and e v e r y  h o o t c h  w e  went 
t h r o u g h ,  w e  bu rned  it down and k i l l e d  a l l  t h e  a n i m a l s  t h e r e .  d 

Now, you t o l d  M r .  B U G L I O ,  t h e  CID a g e n t ,  t h a t  your  I

Q 
squad e n t e r e d ,  o r  r a t h e r  you s a i d ,  "We e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  
t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r . "  Would t h a t  be  a b o u t  r i g h t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  a b o u t  where i t  was.  

Q Okay. Now t e l l  u s  what your  squad d i d  a f t e r  you 
e n t e r e d  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  and we would l i k e  you t o  d e s c r i b e  what you 
s a w  and what  happened and i n d i c a t e  t h e  r o u t e  y o u r  squad  took as 
it went t h r o u g h .  

A.  I n d i c a t e  on t h e  map? 

Q - W e l l ,  you can  t e l l  u s ,  and l a t e r  on w e  c a n  mark up 
a pho tograph .  

A. W e l l ,  we j i l s t  went  i ~ t ct h e  v i l l a g e  LIP here ( ind ica t ing  
n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  My L a i  (4)) , and o u r  job was j u s t  t o  burn  it 
down, and t h a t ' s  what  w e  w e r e  d o i n g ,  and t h a t ' s  what  w e  d i d .  

10 
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Q A l l  r i g h t .  Did you f i n d  any Vie tnamese  p e o p l e  t h e r e ?  

A. T h e r e  was a l o t  o f  Vie tnamese  d e a d  p e o p l e .  

Q- Did you f i n d  any l i v i n g  Vie tnamese ,  p e o p l e  s t i l l  a l i v e ?  

A. No. 

Q - What d i d  t h e  dead  p e o p l e  you saw c o n , s i s t  o f ?  J u s t  
t h e  a g e s  and  s e x e s .  

A. A l l  a g e s  and  a l l  s e x e s .  

Q. How a b o u t  t h e  m i l i t a r y - a g e d  m a l e s ?  

A. T h e r e  migh t  have  been  some. I mean t h e r e  p r o b a b l y  w a s  
some, b u t  n o t  a l o t .  I mean t h e r e  was a l o t  o f  men t h e r e .  T h e r e  
was o l d  men. Most o f  t h e  men t h e r e  w e r e  o l d .  I d o n ' t  know i f  
t h e y  was t o o  o l d  f o r  m i l i t a r y - a g e d  men o r  n o t - - t o  be t h a t  o l d .  

Q Up t o  t h a t  t i m e  now, had  you r u n  i n t o  any h o s t i l e  f i r e  
a t  a l l ?  Did anybody f i r e  a t  t h e  squad?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  f i r i n g  a l l  d a y ,  and a l o t  o f  rounds  
w e r e  coming o v e r  u s .  Where t h e y  came f rom,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q - W e l l ,  do  you t h i n k  you w e r e  b e i n g  f i r e d  on? Was 
anybody s h o o t i n g  a t  you? 

A. W e l l ,  I t h o u g h t  t h e y  w e r e .  

Q. What d i d  S e r g e a n t  GRIMES t e l l  you t o  do? Did h e  
t e l l  you t o  t a k e  c o v e r  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Not a whole  bunch o f  r o u n d s ,  maybe two o r  t h r e e .  
Noth ing  t o  b e  r e a l l y  conce rned  a b o u t .  

Q. How f a r  i n t o  My ~ a i( 4 )  d i d  you go?  

A. W e  went  s t r a i g h t  t h r o u g h  i t ,  s o r t  o f  i n  a s o u t h e a s t e r n  
d i r e c t i o n .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  a b o u t  i n  t h e  midd le  o f  it .  J u s t  one  p a t h  
a l l  the  way t h r o u g h  i t .  
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Q .  Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  you t o l d  M r .  U U G L I O  you went  i n  a 
s o u t h e a s t e r n  d i r e c t i o n  and  came o u t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  edge  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Is t h a t  a b o u t  r i g h t ?  

( W i t n e s s  nods  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Was S e r g e a n t  GRIMES w i t h  you a l l  t h i s  t i m e ?  

A. H e  w a s  i n  t h e  a r e a  I was i n ,  c l o s e - - w e l l ,  my s q u a d ,  
t h e r e  w a s  two f i r e  t e a m s .  H e  t o o k  c a r e  o f  a n o t h e r  f i r e  team 
b e c a u s e  t h e  r e g u l a r  team l e a d e r  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  o r  s o m e t h i n g ,  and  
I w a s  i n  a n o t h e r  f i r e  team. 

Q Were t h e  two f i r e  teams work ing  s e p a r a t e l y ?  

A. Sometimes and  s o m e t i m e s  n o t .  A l l  t o g e t h e r ,  w e  w e r e  
i n  t h e  same a r e a  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  w i t h i n  100 o r  200 f e e t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a t o o n  b e i n g  s e n t  down 
s o u t h  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  t o  b l o c k  any VC t h a t  m i g h t  b e  coming o u t ,  
g o i n g  s o u t h  o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  Okay, would you t e l l  u s  what 
happened ,  what  you s a w  when you came o u t  t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  edge  
of t h e  h a m l e t ,  a b o u t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  edge  o f  t h e  
h a m l e t ?  

A. T h e r e  was a t r a i l  t h a t  r u n s  e a s t  and  w e s t .  The re  i s  
some r ice p a d d i e s  s o u t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  

Q Does t h i s  east-west t r a i l  t h a t  r u n s  a l o n g  t h e  edge  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q What happened  t h e r e ?  What d i d  you s e e ?  What occurred?  

A. W e l l ,  a s  soon  as o u r  p l a t o o n  c a u g h t  u p ,  and  w e  were 
r i g h t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was some--

h?- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  B e f o r e  you go o n ,  d i d  you come o u t  of 
t h e  h a m l e t  a t  a b o u t  t h e  p o i n t  where a t r a i l  l e a d s  s o u t h  from t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  a b o u t  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and  g o e s  s o u t h  o f  t h e r e ?  
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A. P r e t t y  close t o  t h a t .  

Q You c o u l d  sce t h e  t r a i l  thcrc!'? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Okay, g o  a h e a d  and  t e l l  u s  a b o u t  it. 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I ' d  s e e n  when I came o u t  h e r e  
w a s  a t r a i l  r u n n i n g  s o u t h  r i g h t  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and  t h e r e  
was a l o t  o f  dead  b o d i e s  on t h e  t r a i l .  They w e r e  a l l  t o g e t h e r .  
T h a t ' s  wha t  I s e e n  when I f i r s t  came o u t .  

Q .  How c l o s e  d i d  you g e t  t o  them? 

A. I'd s a y  a b o u t  100 f e e t  f rom them. 

Q - Did you go  o v e r  and  t a k e  a c l o s e  l o o k ?  

A. N o t  r i g h t  t h e n ,  b u t  I d i d  a f t e r w a r d s .  

Q .  You d i d  l a t e r  on .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  w e r e  you t o  t h e  
w e s t  o f  t h e  t r a i l  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  o r  r i g h t  on  i t ?  

A. I w a s  a t  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  t r a i l .  

Q.  M r .  PENDLETON, I show you a c o l o r  p h o t o g r a p h  which  
h a s  b e e n  a d m i t t e d  i n t o  e v i d e n c e  b e f o r e  u s  as E x h i b i t  P-41, a n d  
I a s k  you i f  you  have  s e e n  o r  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  s c e n e  b e f o r e ?  

(MR WEST h a n d s  E x h i b i t  P-41 t o  t h e  w i t n e s s .  ) 

A. The man t h a t  t a l k e d  t o  m e  b e f o r e  showed m e  t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  
and I s a i d  it l o o k e d  l i k e  t h e  b o d i e s  t h a t  w e r e  on t h i s  t r a i l  r i g h t  
h e r e ,  d i r e c t l y  s o u t h .  

Q - R i g h t .  T h i s  p h o t o g r a p h  was t a k e n  by Ron HAEBERLE, a 
p h o t o g r a p h e r  w i t h  t h e  P I 0  d e t a c h m e n t  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  B r i g a d e ,  and you 
may have  s e e n  t h i s  p h o t o g r a p h  i n  L i f e  magaz ine  i n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  
5 December 1 9 6 9 ,  b u t  you t o l d  M r .  BUGLIO t h a t  t h i s  r e s e m b l e s  t h e  
b o d i e s  t h a t  you s a w  on  t h e  t r a i l ?  

(Wi tnes s  nods  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  
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Now would you g o  on and  t e l l  u s  what  you saw and  
what  happened  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  you know what  I s a i d  t o  t h e  p a p e r s .  I d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  mean t o  s a y  e v e r y t h i n g .  They k i n d  o f  t r i c k e d  m e .  

Q. NO, ~ ' mn o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t ,  s o  would you go  ahead 
and e x p l a i n  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  where I - - r i g h t  when I was w a l k i n g  up  here  
and  s e e n  t h e s e  b o d i e s ,  t h a t ' s  when I s e e n  C a p t a i n  MEDINA s h o o t  
a l i t t l e  k i d .  L i k e  I s a i d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  h e r e ,  t h a t ' s  what  I ' d  
s e e n  f i r s t  r i g h t  o f f .  

Q. How f a r  from you was C a p t a i n  MEDINA when t h i s  occur red?  

A. Between 50 and  1 0 0  f e e t .  

Q. Would you go  ahead  and d e s c r i b e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  For  
example ,  where  w a s  t h e  l i t t l e  boy? How o l d  w a s  t h e  l i t t l e  boy? 
Where w a s  h e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p i l e  o f  b o d i e s ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  b o d i e s  w e r e  l a y i n g  h e r e  on  t h e  t r a i l .  
C a p t a i n  MEDINA w a s  s t a n d i n g  r i g h t  on t h e  t r a i l  b u t  on t h e  
east-west t r a i l ,  t o o .  1 

Q. A t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ?  

A. (Nodding i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e )  And I j u s t  went  t h r o u g h  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and  g o t  on t h e  t r a i l  and was w a l k i n g  toward  C a p t a i n  
MEDINA, and  t h a t ' s  when I ' d  s e e n  him s h o o t  t h e  k i d .  H e  was i n  
t h e  g r o u p  o f  t h e  dead  p e o p l e .  

Q The l i t t l e  boy was n e a r  t h e  g r o u p  o f  b o d i e s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q .  About how f a r  away from C a p t a i n  MEDINA? 

A. 50 f e e t .  

Q .  How o l d  was t h e  l i t t l e  boy? Could  you t e l l ,  r o u g h l y ,  
f r o m  h i s  s i z e ?  

A. Th ree  o r  f o u r .  
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Q Was t h e  l i t t l e  boy d o i n g  a n y t h i n g ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A. H e  w a s  j u s t  s t a n d i n g  by t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  I t h i n k ,  and  
h e  w a s  c r y i n g .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I know. 

Q *  What w a s  C a p t a i n  MEDINA armed w i t h ?  

Q- I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  t o  M r .  BUGLIO t h a t  C a p t a i n  
MEDINA s h o t  a boy i n  t h e  head .  Could you t e l l  u s  how you knew 
t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  why I remembered it. I ' d  s e e n  him do  
i t ,  b e c a u s e  when it h i t  him i n  t h e  h e a d ,  p i e c e s  o f  h i s  h e a d  f l e w  
o f f .  T h a t ' s  how I remembered i t  s o  good. 

Q .  How was t h e  l i t t l e  boy d r e s s e d ?  

A. A l l  h e  had  on w a s  a b l a c k  s h i r t .  

Q M r .  PENDLETON, I hand you E x h i b i t  P-41 a g a i n ,  t h e  
pho tograph  o f  a g r o u p  o f  b o d i e s  on t h e  t r a i l .  I d i r e c t  your  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s m a l l  f i g u r e  l y i n g  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  t r a i l ,  
toward  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  pho tograph  and a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  
Does t h a t  i n  any  way r e s e m b l e  t h e  l i t t l e  boy you d e s c r i b e d ?  

A. I t  l o o k s  l i k e  t h e  o n e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  s a y  t h a t  it i s .  
It  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h i s  one .  

Q - W a s  t h e  l i t t l e  boy some d i s t a n c e  from t h e  b o d i e s ,  
o r  w a s  h e  r i g h t  i n  among them? 

A. H e  w a s  r i g h t  i n  among them. 

Q- What d i d  C a p t a i n  MEDINA do a f t e r  you s a w  him s h o o t  
t h e  l i t t l e  boy? 

A. 1 d o n ' t  remember what  h e  d i d .  H e  s t i l l  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  
same a r e a .  

COL FRANKLIN: How do you know C a p t a i n  MEDINA s h o t  t h e  baby?  

A.  Because  I s e e n  him. 
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Q . D e s c r i b e  w h a t  you s a w ,  w o u l d  you please? 

A. I w a s  w a l k i n g  up t o  h i m ,  and he a i m e d  h i s  r i f l e  and 
f i r e d  it. 

Q - T h e n  w h a t  d i d  you see? 

A. I looked t o  see w h a t  he s h o t  a t .  

Q .  A n d  you s a w  w h a t ?  

A. I s e e n  t h e  k i d  f a l l .  

Q. Was anyone e lse  f i r i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. 

Q A r e  you convinced i n  your  m i n d  t h a t  C a p t a i n  MEDINA 
k i l l e d  t h a t  c h i l d ?  

A. Y e s ,  I w a s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

MR WEST: W e r e  you acqua in ted  w i t h  C a p t a i n  MEDINA? 

A. N o .  

Q.  D i d  you k n o w  h i m  w h e n  you  s a w  h i m ?  

A. O h ,  yes .  H e  w a s  m y  CO f o r  4 m o n t h s .  

Q. N o  doubt  i n  y o u r  m i n d  w h o  he w a s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q .  D i d  you c o m e  over f r o m  H a w a i i  w i t h  h i m ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q .  Were you acqua in ted  w i t h  C a p t a i n  M E D I N A s s  R T O ' s ?  

A. Who w e r e  h i s  R T O ' s  a t  t h e  t i m e ?  

Q. W e l l ,  he had t w o  o r  three.  I j u s t  w o n d e r e d  i f  you 
k n e w  t h e i r  n a m e s  and w h e t h e r  t h e y  w e r e  there a t  t h e  t i m e ?  
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A. H e  p r o b a b l y  had an RTO. I d o n ' t  remember who it was. 

Q W e l l ,  d i d  you s e e  MURRAY, John PAUL, o r  WIDMER around 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  when you saw C a p t a i n  MEDINA s h o o t  t h e  l i t t l e  boy? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  them. 

Q- How abou t  S e r g e a n t  P H U ,  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. H e  was t h e r e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Would you t e l l  us  what happened n e x t ,  t h a t  
you r e c a l l ?  

A. The o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  I r e c a l l  a f t e r  t h a t  i s  when CARTER 
g o t  s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t .  Tha t  was c l o s e - - t h a t  was r i g h t  a round t h e r e ,  
and w e  had  t o  g e t  a medivac,  s o  somebody t o l d  o u r  squad t o  go o u t  
t h e r e  and s e c u r e  an  LZ f o r  t h e  medivac,  and t h e  medivac came. 

Q. A f t e r  p u l l i n g  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  medivac, what d i d  you 
and t h e  rest of  your  squad do? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what w e  d i d .  

Q - W e l l ,  c o u l d  you t e l l  u s  where you went i n  r e g a r d  t o  
My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  t h e r e ?  Did you a o m e  back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  F i r s t  o f  
a l l ,  where d i d  you se t  up your  s e c u r i t y  p e r i m e t e r  f o r  t h e  medivac 
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I t  was i n  a r ice paddy s o u t h  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

Q. A f t e r  t h a t  b roke  up,  where d i d  you and t h e  rest of  your  
squad go? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  t i m e  t o o  w e l l ,  t h e r e ,  b u t  I know 
t h a t  w e  ended up on t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did you move a l o n g  by y o u r s e l f ?  You d i d n ' t  go w i t h  t h e  
command g roup  and MEDINA, d i d  you? 

A. I was p r o b a b l y  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  them p r e t t y  much a f t e r  
t h a t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  j u s t  t e l l  u s  t h e  n e x t  t h i n g  t h a t  you remember. 
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A. W e  went t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  edge  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
most of t h e  p l a t o o n s  were a l r e a d y  around t h a t  a r e a  t h e r e ,  and 
was k i n d  of grouped up. 

Q - Was t h e r e  s t i l l  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  or 
had t h e  f i r i n g  d i e d  down? 

A. The f i r i n g  had s t o p p e d  o r  d i e d  down a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Did you a t  any t i m e  h e a r  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  o r  
s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  s t o p  t h e  s h o o t i n g  o r  something t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t ?  

A. Somewhere, I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what  t i m e ,  
b u t  somebody d i d  s a y  t h a t .  

Q. Was t h a t  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  medivac? 

A. I t  must have  been sometime a f t e r  t h e  medivac. People 
s t o p p e d  f i r i n g .  A l o t  of  u s  s t o p p e d  b e f o r e  t h a t  c a l l  came i n ,  
b u t  t h e  c a l l  d i d  come i n  and it s a i d  t o  q u i t  a l l  t h e  f i r i n g .  I 
don'  t know when i L  was. 

Q How d i d  you know t h i s ?  

A. Because I remember h e a r i n g  t h e  o r d e r s  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o .  

Q. I s e e ,  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a l o u d s p e a k e r  on t h e  
r a d i o ?  

A. On t h e  r a d i o .  

Q- Was t h i s  one of  M E D I N A ' s  r a d i o s ?  

A. MEDINA was r i g h t  a round t h a t  a r e a .  I t  p r o b a b l y  came 
from h i m s e l f  o r  h i s  r a d i o .  

Q. You h e a r d  t h e  o r d e r  come i n  o v e r  t h e .  r a d i o .  Do you 
know who it was? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did you s e e  o r  h e a r  Cap ta in  MEDINA do a n y t h i n g  i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  t h a t ?  
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A. H e  s a i d  s t o p  a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  and d o n ' t  k i l l  any more 
peop le  b u t  t o  c o n t i n u e  b u r n i n g  down a l l  t h e  h o o t c h e s .  

Q - Was t h i s  an o r d e r  he was g i v i n g  o u t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q How d i d  he  do t h i s ?  How d i d  he g i v e  t h e  o r d e r ?  
Was it j u s t  an  o r d e r  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  s t a n d i n g  around him, o r  
was i t  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. H e  g o t  on and c a l l e d  a l l  t h e  p l a t o o n s  and t o l d  them--
and gave t h e  o r d e r .  

Q. Do you remember how he d i d  t h i s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q.  Do -you know John PAUL? 

A. John PAUL? I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  You t o l d  us t h a t  you and your  squad moved 
t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  What d i d  you do a t  t h a t  
p o i n t ,  o r  j u s t  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. For  a  w h i l e ,  t h e r e ,  everybody was k i n d  of  t i r e d  and 
everyone was j u s t  k i n d  of  s i t t i n g  around t h e r e ,  and w e  w e r e  j u s t  
k i n d  of r e s t i n g .  W e  were j u s t  t a k i n g  a l i t t l e  res t ,  and p r e t t y  
soon somebody s e n t  u s  f u r t h e r  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  
know e x a c t l y  who it was. He must have  p r o b a b l y  been i n  my squad.  
J u s t  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  a r e a  down t h e r e  and j u s t  t o  watch o v e r  t h e  a r e a .  

Q.  Okay. Can you d e s c r i b e  t h a t  a r e a ,  j u s t  where t h a t  was 
i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  was a b o u t - - i t  was e a s t  and a l i t t l e  b i t  
s o u t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e r e  was a b i g  t r e n c h  t h e r e ,  and 
t h e r e  was b o d i e s  i n  t h e r e ,  t o o .  We were j u s t  k i n d  o f  s e c u r i n g  
t h e  a r e a  down t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  why w e  moved down t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
know who e x a c t l y  it was t h e y  s e n t  down t h e r e .  I t  might  have  
been j u s t  m y  squad.  I d o n ' t  remember a l o t  of  p e o p l e  down 
t h e r e ,  a t  a l l .  

Q Where d i d  you b r e a k  f o r  lunch?  
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I don ' t remember. Somc pcop lc  a t c  wile11 t l l oy  <yot. 
I 

a chance t o .  I t  was p robab ly  l a t e  o r  a f t e r  t h a t  wlwn tlicrc> 
w i s  a main lunch  b r eak .  

Q .  What d i d  you see i n  and around t h i s  d i t c h ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  were a l o t  of  dead peop le  i n  t h a t  d i t c h ,  

Q Y e s ,  you d e s c r i b e d  t h a t  f o r  M r .  BUGLIO. Could you 
t e l l  us  j u s t  what  you remember s e e i n g  t h e r e  and what happened 
i n  and around t h a t  d i t c h ?  

A. Wel l ,  I was s i t t i n g  w i t h  B i l l  DOHERTY and Mike TERRY, 
and w e  w e r e  r e s t i n g  t h e r e  t o ,  l i k e  I t o l d  Mr.--in t h e  C I D  who came 
down t o  see m e ,  t h a t  when w e  were s i t t i n g  t h e r e  w e  hea rd  some 
n o i s e s  i n  t h e  g u l l e y  and DOHERTY and TERRY went o v e r  t o  i n v e s t i -
g a t e .  I walked o v e r  t h e r e ,  t o o ,  and t h e r e  was s t i l l  some people 
a l i v e  i n  t h e r e ,  and TERRY and DOHERTY d i d n ' t  e x a c t l y  know what 
t o  do about  it. These peop l e  w e r e  go ing  t o  d i e  p r e t t y  soon.  
I d o n ' t  know how many peop l e  w e r e  t h e r e  who w e r e  making n o i s e s  
down t h e r e ,  one t h a t  I know o f ,  and t h e y  bo th  dec ided  t o  k i l l  
t h a t  one because  of  s o  many b u l l e t  wounds. So t h e y  d i d  t h a t .  

Q .  Was t h i s  t h e  woman t h a t  you mentioned t o  M r .  B U G L I O  
t h a t  w a s  s t i l l  a l i v e  w i t h  two t o  f o u r  b u l l e t  h o l e s  i n  h e r  back? ( 
A. Y e s .  

Q. Did you t e l l  abou t  how t h e y  had been k i l l e d ?  What 
k i n d  o f  wounds, f o r  example, t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  how t h e y  had 
been k i l l e d ?  

A. B u l l e t s .  

Q.  A r e  you t a l k i n g  abou t  s m a l l  arms f i r e ?  

A. Smal l  arms f i r e .  W e l l ,  i t  cou ld  have been s h r a p n e l ,  
bombs, o r  a n y t h i n g ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  grouped t o g e t h e r .  I 
d o n ' t  know how t h e y  d i e d .  

9.  Would you e s t i m a t e  how many--you s a i d  peop l e .  What 
k ind  o f  peop l e  w e r e  t h e s e ?  

A. Vietnamese. 
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Q And what  w e r e  t h e i r  a g e s  and s e x e s  a s  b e s t  you 
c o u l d  s e e ?  

A. A l l  a g e s  and  s e x e s .  

Q.  Again ,  w e r e  t h e r e  any m i l i t a r y - a g e d  ma les  t h a t  you 
saw t h e r e ?  

A. T h e r e  w e r e  some m i l i t a r y - a g e d  ma les  t h e r e ,  t o o .  

Q. How a b o u t  women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. How l o n g  w e r e  you t h e r e ,  a round  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. P r o b a b l y  no  less  t h a n  1 5  m i n u t e s  and n o  l o n g e r  t h a n  
h a l f  an  h o u r .  

Q. What happened  n e x t ?  

A. W e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  l e a v e  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  whole company. 

Q. You mean t h e  company moved o u t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. A l ' l  r i g h t ,  would you d e s c r i b e  what  happened n e x t  
a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. W e  j u s t  moved o u t .  W e  w e r e  l e a v i n g  t h e  a r e a .  J u s t  
moving o u t  l i k e  w e  u s u a l l y  do when w e ' r e  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q Did you move a g a i n s t  any o t h e r  l i t t l e  h a m l e t s  o r  v i l l a g e :  

A. T h e r e  w a s  a l o t  o f  h a m l e t s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and  t h e y  
wanted  u s  t o  b u r n  them down t o o .  The p e o p l e - - a f t e r  th i s - -we 
s t i l l  b u r n e d  down t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  w e  came 
a c r o s s ,  w e  j u s t  h a n d l e d  them t h e  way w e  u s u a l l y  d i d .  J u s t  
g o t  them t o g e t h e r ,  checked  t h e i r  ID'S. 

Q.  A r e  you s a y i n g  t h a t  a f t e r  t h i s  you d i d n ' t  s h o o t  any 
Vietnamese p e o p l e  t h a t  you c a m e  upon? 
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A. N o ,  we j u s t  t r e a t e d  them t l ~ cway w e  u s u a l l y  do 
when we were o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q.  And how w a s  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  j u s t  l e f t  them a l o n e  m o s t l y ,  found o u t  
who t h e y  w e r e .  

Q .  Checked t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and t h a t  k i n d  o f  t h i n g ?  

A. And g o t  them away from t h e i r  h o u s e s  b e c a u s e  w e  were 
g o i n g  t o  b u r n  them down. 

COL FRANKLIN: You ment ioned  someth ing  e a r l i e r  a b o u t  t h e  p a p e r s  
and b e i n g  t r i c k e d .  Would you e x p l a i n  t h a t ?  

A. The p r e s s ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. When I f i r s t  h e a r d  a b o u t  t h i s  i n  t h e  p a p e r ,  
I r e a d  a c o u p l e  o f  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  it. I was wondering what was 
g o i n g  on ,  and  I knew what i t  w a s  when t h e y  ment ioned  L i e u t e n a n t  
CALLEY and S e r g e a n t  MITCHELL, because  I know b o t h  of  them. I 
w a s  j u s t  r e a l l y  c u r i o u s  a b o u t  i t ,  and t h e n  some p e o p l e  were  c a l l i n  
me on t h e  t e l e p h o n e  and s a y i n g  from o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h e y  had  found 3 
o u t  my name, and one  o f  them was a t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n  i n  Los 
Angeles .  They wanted  m e  t o  be  on T V .  I s a i d ,  "No, I d o n ' t  want 
t o  be  on TV, b u t  I would l i k e  t o  f i n d  o u t  someth ing  a b o u t  i t , "  
and he  t o l d  m e  a few t h i n g s  o t h e r  p e o p l e  had  t o l d  him, and  t h e n  
I s e e n  some more a r t i c l e s  coming o u t  i n  t h e  Richmond Independent .  
Tha t ' s t h e  p a p e r  where I l i v e .  So ,  one  day I went  down t h e r e ,  
and I s a i d  &-them, " w h a t ' &  a l l  t h i s  y o u ' r e  w r i t i n g ?  I would 
l i k e  t o  know something  a b o u t  it because  I was t h e r e  t h e n ,  when 
t h i s  happened,  and  I d o n ' t  Know a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  and i t ' s  
coming o u t  i n  a l l  t h e  p a p e r s . "  And t h e y  showed m e  a c o u p l e  of  
a r t i c l e s  f rom o t h e r  p a p e r s .  T h a t ' s  a b o u t  a l l  t h e y  d i d .  About 
3 d a y s  l a t e r ,  o r  a c o u p l e  o f  days  l a t e r ,  t h e y  s e n t  two guys o v e r  
from t h e r e .  They s a i d  t h e y  were from t h e  Richmond I n d e p e n d e n t ,  
and t h e y  w e r e  k i n d  o f  young guys .  They s a i d  t h e y ' d  been  t o  
Vietnam, t o o ,  and t h e y  would l i k e  t o  know--we t a l k e d  a b o u t  V i e t -
nam a l i t t l e - b i t ,  a n d a t h e y  s a id  t h e y  would l i k e  t o  know something 
abouL t h i s  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  o v e r  t h e r e .  I was j u s t  t a l k i n g  t o  them 
r e a l  buddy-buddy l l k e  s o r t  o i ,  and 1 t a l k e d  t o  them a l o n g  t ime.  
I d i d n ' t  t e l l  them a whole l o t ,  b u t  I t o l d  them about - -1  mentioned 
a b o u t  C a p t a i n  MEDINA one  t i m e  t o  them and j u s t  a g r e e d  w i t h  what 
w a s  i n  t h e  p a p e r s ,  what  BERNHARDT s a i d  i n  t h e  p a p e r s .  I j u s t  
a g r e e d  w i t h  t h a t .  I a s k e d  him, "What ' s  your  job h e r e ?  why d i d  
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you come down he re?"  And he  s a i d ,  "Well,  w e  u s u a l l y  keep 
t h e s e  t h i n g s  on f i l e  down h e r e . "  I d i d n ' t  know mu,ch about 
t h e  paper .  I thought  t h a t ' s  where you go t o  g e t  your  i n f o r -  
mation. I found o u t  t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  t h a t  way a t  a l l ,  and t h e  
nex t  day it came o u t  i n  t h e  paper ,  and it came o u t  i n  a l l  t h e  
papers .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e r e  was phone c a l l s  t o  my house a l l  
t h e  t ime.  I wouldn ' t  see anybody a t  t h e  door ,  and I hardly 
t a l k e d  t o  people  on t h e  te lephone .  I ' d  j u s t  s a y ,  "Yeah." 
I ' d  t e l l  them who I was. I ' d  t e l l  them I wouldn ' t  want t o  
be  i n  t h e  papers  anymore. I ' d  j u s t  t e l l  them I ' m  n o t  going 
t o  t a l k  about  it. T h a t ' s  about it. 

Q. What d i d  you want t o  f i n d  o u t  from t h e  paper? 
You knew q u i t e  a b i t  y o u r s e l f .  

A. I j u s t  wanted t o  f i n d  o u t  why they  a r e  t r y i n g  
t h e s e  people  and wha t ' s  going t o  happen about  it. 

Q You wanted t o  know why they  w e r e  going t o  t r y  
them? You mean CALLEY and MITCHELL? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. You'd seen  t h e  bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h  and you 'd  seen  
t h e  bodies  a long  t h e  t r a i l .  Were you su rpx i sed  t h a t  t hey  
w e r e  going t o  b e  t r i e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  i t  r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  me when I read  t h e  a r t i c l e .  

Q. Why w e r e  you s u r p r i s e d ?  

A .  Mostly because I remember when it happened, and I 
never  heard  anyth ing  about  it a f t e r  t h a t ;  t h e n  a l l  of  a sudden 
it w a s  i n  t h e  paper .  

MR WEST: Was your  photograph i n  T i m e  magazine about  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s .  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  recessed .  

(The hea r ing  r eces sed  a t  1121 hour s ,  23 January 1970.) 

(The hea r ing  was reconvened a t  1125 hours ,  23 January 
1 970.)  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  
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RCDR : ~ l lp r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a r e  aga in  present ,I 
I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under  o a t h .  

MR WEST: I have h e r e  a copy of  T i m e  magazine. The i s s u e  o f  
December 5 ,  1969. A photograph of you appears  on page 30 and 
you a r e  quo ted  on page 2 8  a s  s a y i n g  a few t h i n g s  about  t h e  i n -
c i d e n t .  T h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  page 2 8 .  I t  r e a d s  a s  fo l l ows :  

" P r i v a t e  Richard Pendle ton  a r r i v e d  a f t e r  most of  t h e  
k i l l i n g  was ove r .  " 

"But some guys were s t i l l  s h o o t i n g  peop le  who w e r e  
runn ing  around t h e  v i l l a g e .  There w e r e  b i g  groups 
o f  bod i e s  l y i n g  on t h e  ground,  i n  g u l l i e s  and i n  
t h e  p a d d i e s . "  

"He s a i d  he s a w  a boy s t a n d i n g  among t h e  bod i e s  of 
1 5  a d u l t s .  'There  was j u s t  t h i s  l i t t l e  k i d  t h e r e ,  
t h i s  l i t t l e  boy, and I looked o v e r  and saw MEDINA 
( t h e  company commander) s h o o t  him. I d o n ' t  know 

why he  d i d  i t ,  excep t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a bunch of  bodies  
t h e r e - and I guess  t h e  b o y ' s  mother w a s  one of  them.'" 

Were you quo ted  a c c u r a t e l y ,  would you s ay?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  t h o s e  peop le  a t  a l l  from T i m e  magazine. 
Where t h e y  g o t  t h e  s t o r y  was from t h e  Richmond Independen t ,  and I'm 
quoted  a c c u r a t e l y  i n  some t h i n g s ,  b u t  it i s  n o t  e x a c t l y  r i g h t .  
They sound d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  way I thought  abou t  it. 

Q You neve r  d i d  t a l k  d i r e c t l y  t o  anybody from -Time 
magazine? 

A. They c a l l e d  me on t h e  phone and wanted t o  come o u t  
and see m e ,  b u t  I never  d i d  see them. 

Q M r .  PENDLETON, do you remember where you s p e n t  t h e  
n i g h t ,  t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  1 6 t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  I remember t h e  n i g h t  where w e  s t a y e d .  

Q Do you remember j o i n i n g  up w i t h  B/4 /3?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  a t  a l l ,  b u t  t h e y  might  have been 
around t h e  a r e a .  They w e r e n ' t  w i t h  u s .  

Q Did you n o t i c e  a g r a v e y a r d  n e a r  where you l a a g e r e d  i n  
f o r  t h e  n i g h t ?  

A. There  was - - I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was a b i g  g r a v e y a r d  
t h e r e .  There  might  have  been some g r a v e s .  

Q Did you see any N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  around t h e r e  l a t e  t h a t  
a f t e r n o o n ,  t a l k i n g  t o  some p r i s o n e r s ?  

Q Vietnamese? 

A. Y e s ,  I remember when t h e y  b r o u g h t  some Vietnamese 
p o l i c e  i n  f o r  some r e a s o n .  I d o n ' t  know why. 

Q Were you around when t h e y  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  some 
p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. I w a s n ' t  c l o s e  t o  them. They were i n  t h e  middle  of  
t h e  p e r i m e t e r  somewhere. 

Q Did you see anyone who was a  N a t i o n a l  Policeman s h o o t  
a p r i s o n e r ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  see him, b u t  I h e a r d  from somebody t h a t  t h e y  
d i d .  

Q During t h a t  d a y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  morning o f  
t h a t  d a y ,  d i d  you s e e  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  come i n  from Task 
Force  Barker  o r  B r i g a d e ,  o r  D i v i s i o n ?  

A. I remember two o f f i c e r s  came i n  on a h e l i c o p t e r .  One 
was--both o f  them w e r e  c o l o n e l s .  

Q What t i m e  o f  day was t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was t h e  same day o r  t h e  day 
a f t e r .  

Q L e t ' s  j u s t - - w e l l ,  assuming t h a t  i t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  
C3y, t h e  1 6 t h ,  was it morning o r  a f t e r n o o n ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  e v e n  s a y  t h a t .  I j u s t  remember it b e i n g  
t h a t  day o r  t h e  n e x t  day.  
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Q ~t t h e  t ime  w e r e  you a t  t h e  p l a c e  where you l a a g e r e d  i 
f o r  t h e  n i g h t ?  

A. N O ,  w e  w e r e n ' t .  

Q Do you know a L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BEERS, a b a t t a l i o n  
commander? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Was he  one of  t h e  c o l o n e l s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know who t h e  c o l o n e l s  w e r e .  

Q You d i d n ' t  know them? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what Colonel  BEERS looked  l i k e  
t h e n .  I n e v e r  h e a r d  him t a l k  t o  us .  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  f a c e .  

Q Do you remember t h e  e v e n t s ,  now, of  t h e  n e x t  2 days,  
t h e  1 7 t h  and l a t h ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Would you t e l l  u s  what happened on t h o s e  
2 days?  4 
A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  w e  s t a y e d  o v e r  n i g h t  t h a t  f i r s t  n i g h t ,  t h e  
n e x t  day w e  moved o u t  towards  t h e  c o a s t .  W e  went  a l l  t h e  way t o  
t h e  c o a s t ,  and t h e  n e x t  day w e  s t i l l  burned down t h e  v i l l a g e s .  

Q Did you run  i n t o  any Vietnamese p e o p l e ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q What happened w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  t h o s e  p e o p l e ?  

A. W e  j u s t  t o l d  them, "You b e t t e r  g e t  o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e . "  

Q What happened on t h e  1 8 t h ?  

A. W e l l ,  on t h e  1 7 t h  w e  went down t h e r e  t o  t h e  c o a s t .  NO1 

on 'he day a f t e r  t h e  1 7 t h  w e  went down t o  t h e  c o a s t ,  and w e  went 
back a l o n g  ways toward My L a i  ( 4 )  a g a i n ,  and e i t h e r  t h a t  day they 
l i f t e d  us  o u t  o f  t h e  f i e l d ,  o r  t h e  n e x t  day .  I d o n ' t  remember 
s t a y i n g  t w o - - I  know we s t a y e d  1 n i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  
remember s t a y i n g  a n o t h e r  n i g h t .  
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Q You d i d .  You s t a y e d  2 n i g h t s .  Do you remember b e i n g  
l i f t e d  back t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e  i n  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A . Y e s .  

Q - When you g o t  back t h e r e ,  you and t h e  men w i t h  you,  
were you m e t  by a c o l o n e l ?  Did he t a l k  t o  you a  w h i l e ?  

A.  I don ' t remember. 

Q Do you remember Cap ta in  MEDINA g e t t i n g  t h e  company 
t o g e t h e r ?  

A .  I remember C a p t a i n  MEDINA s a y i n g  something.  

Q .  Would you t e l l  us  what t h a t  was? 

A .  W e l l ,  he  s a i d  something abou t  t h e r e  might  be an  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  something.  Tha t  r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  u s .  H e  s a i d ,  
"Wel l ,  wha tever  happened I ' l l  s t a n d  beh ind  a l l  you p e o p l e . "  
That  k i n d  o f  s u r p r i s e d  me when he s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  
I d o n ' t  remember abou t  what he s a i d ,  b u t  I remember t h a t  was 
p a r t  of  it. 

9 Think h a r d ,  M r .  PENDLETON, and s e e  i f  you can r e c a l l  
a n y t h i n g  else t h a t  he s a i d  t h a t  might  e x p l a i n  a l i t t l e  more abou t  
what he meant? For  example,  what was go ing  t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. What w e  d i d  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

Q - And why w e r e  you s u r p r i s e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  I j u s t  was, b e c a u s e  r i g h t  t h e n  i s  when it h i t  
everybody t h a t  t h e y  d i d  something t h e y  w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  do. 
I s t a r t e d  t o  t h i n k  abou t  it r i g h t  t h e n .  

Q You mean up t o  t h a t  p o i n t  you had t h o u g h t  t h e  company 
had j u s t  done what i t  was supposed t o  do? 

A .  W e l l ,  I d i d .  

Q. How d i d  t h e  rest o f  t h e  men f e e l ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know how a l l  o f  them f e l t .  There was some 
p e o p l e  t h a t  f e l t  d i f f e r e n t  I suppose.  Some p e o p l e ,  I g u e s s  
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some p e o p l e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  c a r e .  Some p e o p l e  t h a t  t h o u g h t ,  
w e l l ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  want  t o  do t h i s ,  b u t  t h e y  d i d  i t  anyway, and 

4 
some p e o p l e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  k i l l i n g  a t  a l l .  Nobody f e l t  
t h e  same a b o u t  it. 

Q DO you remember BERNHARDT s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g  a t  t h e  time? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q How a b o u t  DOHERTY o r  TERRY? 

A. I d o n ' t  know what  t h e y  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  I know 
TERRY was a r e a l  r e l i g o u s  p e r s o n .  He p r o b a b l y  t h o u g h t  a  l o t  
a b o u t  it. 

Q Did C a p t a i n  MEDINA s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  n o t  t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q What w a s  it t h a t  you s a i d  a minu te  ago.  Did you say 
he  s a i d  he  woul2 s t a n d  b e h i n d  you o r  b e h i n d  t h e  company? 

A. Y e s .  

Q What d i d  you u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t o  mean? 4 
A. W e l l ,  h e  would s t a n d  b e h i n d  t h e  company; w e  d i d  what 
w e  w e r e  supposed  t o  do.  

Q- H e  would back  you up? 

A. Y e s .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  A f t e r  t h i s ,  d i d  anybody e v e r  come and t a l k  
t o  you and s a y  he  w a s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, n o t  t o  me. 

Q Do you know o f  any o t h e r  member o f  t h e  company o r  any-
body who was q u e s t i o n e d  by an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  a b o u t  t h e  MY 
L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember a n y t h i n g  l ike t h a t  happening .  

Q The newspaper  i n  November had  a s t o r y  a b o u t  t h e  pos-
s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  men o f  C h a r l i e  Company were  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  
o f  mar i juana - -o r  some o f  them w e r e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
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a g a i n s t  My L a i  ( 4 )  . Do you know a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  such  a t h i n g ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h a t  d a y ,  anybody u s i n g  
m a r i j u a n a ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  nobody was ,  b e c a u s e  we g o t  up r e a l  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning and w e  were i n  a h u r r y  e a t i n g  and j u s t  went  
r i g h t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d .  Nobody had  t i m e  enough t o  j u s t  go  
r e l a x  somewhere and have  a n y t h l n g  t o  do w i t h  m a r i j u a n a .  

Q I t a k e  it you d o n ' t  know abybody who was under  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  t h e r e  t h a t  morning? 

A. I d o n ' t  know o f  anybody. 

Q - Was t h e r e  a m a r i j u a n a  p rob lem i n  t h e  company, would 
you s a y ?  

A. Not a n y t h i n g  t h a t  i m p a i r e d  t h e  company i n  any way. 
The same a s  e v e r y  company t h e r e .  

Q You mean t h e r e  w a s  a c e r t a i n  amount o f  smoking m a r i -
juana  g o i n g  on? 

A. Not a whole l o t .  Some p e o p l e  would do it f o r  a joke  
o r  someth ing .  

Q M r .  PENDLETON, I would l i k e  t o  a s k  you some g e n e r a l  
q u e s t i o n s  now. What w a s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  men o f  C h a r l i e  
Company t o w a r d s  t h e  Vietnamese p e o p l e  i n  g e n e r a l ?  Did t h e y  
l i k e  them o r  d i s l i k e  them? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p i n i o n  i n  t h a t ,  t o o .  
A l o t  o f  p e o p l e  w e r e  k i n d  o f  f r u s t r a t e d  b e c a u s e  a l o t  of  p e o p l e  
would g e t  i n j u r e d  o r  k i l l e d - - l i k e  good f r i e n d s  o f  people- -
and t h e y  d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  who was d o i n g  it and t h e y  j u s t  
t o o k  it o u t  on  t h e  Vie tnamese .  You can  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t .  A 
l o t  of  p e o p l e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  Vie tnamese ,  any o f  them. Some 
p e o p l e  g o t  a l o n g  w i t h  them a l r i g h t .  

Q .  Would you s a y  t h a t  t h e  men o f  t h e  company t h o u g h t  
t h e  l i f e  o f  a Vietnamese p e r s o n  w a s  w o r t h  j u s t  as much as t h e  
l i f e  o f  a n  American? 

t. a No, b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  a w a r  t h e r e ,  and  when t h e r e ' s  
a w a r  p e o p l e ' s  l i v e s  a r e n ' t  wor th  s o  much, d o n ' t  seem t o  m e .  
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Q Was t h e r e  p o s s i b l y  any f e e l i n g  i n  t h e  company t h a t  
k i l l i n g  a Vietnamese w a s n ' t  t h e  same a s  k i l l i n g  an  American? 
T h a t  t h i s  d i d n ' t  c o u n t  t h e  same? 

A. You mean an American l i f e  was wor th  a l o t  more t h a n  
a Vietnamese? Y e s .  

Q - You t h i n k  t h e r e  was k i n d  of  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  it r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  c o u n t  t o  k i l l  a Vietnamese? I t  w a s n ' t  murder  a s  it would 
be  t o  k i l l  an  American? I 

A. Y e s .  

Q L e t  m e  a sk  you something e l s e .  We had a number o f  w i t -
n e s s e s  who t o l d  us  t h a t  i n  some p a r t s  of C h a r l i e  Company, n o t  nec-
e s s a r i l y  t h e  whole company, b u t  some p a r t s  of i t ,  it was a lmost  
r o u t i n e  f o r  t h e  men a s  t h e y  would go th rough  a  h a m l e t  o r  v i l l a g e  
t o  g r a b  t h e  women and have  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  them. Rape them i f  
n e c e s s a r y .  T h i s  s t a r t e d  up a f t e r  t h e  company f i r s t  came t o  Vietnam4 
from Hawaii ,  and i t  was p r e t t y  common p r a c t i c e .  Could you t e l l  

F 
us  abou t  t h i s ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know abou t  common p r a c t i c e ,  b u t  I know 
t h a t  it happened a few t i m e s  w h i l e  I was t h e r e .  ? 

Q Was t h i s  t r u e  o f  men i n  your  p l a t o o n ,  your  whole 
p l a t o o n ,  t h e  3d P l a t o o n ?  

6 

A. Of a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  my p l a t o o n ?  I 

Q N O ,  n o t  a l l  of  them, b u t  some o f  t h e  men i n  t h e  platoon?,  

A. Some o f  t h e  men i n  my p l a t o o n .  

Q Did t h e  squad l e a d e r s  and t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ,  t h e  
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  make any e f f o r t  t o  do a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s ?  

A. No. 

Q Did S e r g e a n t  LOPEZ make an e f f o r t  t o  c o n t r o l  i t ?  

(Witness s h a k e s  head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e .  ) 

Did S e r g e a n t  LOPEZ p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e s e  r a p e s ?  
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No. 

How a b o u t  your  squad l e a d e r ?  

J o e  GRIMES? 

Y e s .  

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he would. 

Your p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  

No. 

Did he make an  e f f o r t  t o  do a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  a s  f a r  a s  I know t h e r e  was o n l y  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
peop le  t h a t  would do  something l i k e  t h a t ,  and when t h e y  d i d  do  
it, I g u e s s  t h e y  d i d n ' t  do it around any p e o p l e  t h a t  would d o  
a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  t h e y  might  have  h,eard a b o u t  it. I h e a r d  
a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  - - t h e y  might  have  t a l k e d  t o  
them abou t  i t ,  b u t  I w a s n ' t  t h e r e  when t h e y  d i d .  

Q Y o u ' r e  s a y i n g  t h a t  it  c o u l d  have  gone on w i t h o u t  
t h e i r  knowing a b o u t  i t ,  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  t h e  p l a t o o n  ser-
g e a n t ,  o r  t h e  squad l e a d e r  knowing a b o u t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I have  abou t  t h r e e  o t h e r  g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  
PENDLETON. The f i r s t  one i s ,  what would you s a y  as t o  what  
happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968? How would you c h a r a c -
t e r i z e  what happened? 

A. Wel l ,  I would s a y  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  t h a t  went on 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  f o r  some r e a s o n  o r  a n o t h e r  everybody had some 
t h o u g h t  i n  mind o f  what  t h e y  were supposed t o  d o ,  and t h a t  was 
t o  wipe o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and when t h e y  g o t  t h e r e  t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  
what happened. I t  j u s t  d i d n '  t happen on t h e  s p u r  o f  t h e  moment. 
I t  j u s t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  happened. 

Q Some p e o p l e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  p e r h a p s  t h e  company o r  some 
illembers o f  t h e  company g o t  o u t  o f  c o n t r o l  and t h a t  t h i s  i s  why 
s o  many p e o p l e  w e r e  k i l l e d  t h e r e .  What would you s a y  abou t  t h i s ?  
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A.  Got o u t  of  c o n t r o l ?  

Q Y e s ,  t h e  men were o u t  of c o n t r o l ,  j u s t  r u n n i n g  w i l d .  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  peop le  i n  my p l a t o o n  w a s n ' t  o u t  o f  con- t ro l  
a t  a l l .  About t h e s e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h a t  I ' d  s e e n ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h e y  was o u t  o f  c o n t r o l .  They might  have been t h a t  way. 

Q Did t h e y  seem t o  be  pe r fo rming  and moving and doing 
t h i n g s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  o r d e r s ?  Doing what t h e y  w e r e  supposed 
t o  do? Is t h a t  what you mean? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  c a r r y  o u t  o r d e r s  e x a c t l y .  What 
I mean i s ,  t h e y  were k i n d  o f  h a l f  f o l l o w i n g  o r d e r s .  What I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  s a y  i s ,  t h e y  w e r e  under  o r d e r s ,  and t h e y  w e r e  do ing  
what t h e y  wanted t o  do and what t h e y  f e l t ,  s o r t  of  h a l f  and 
h a l f .  I c a n ' t  s a y  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q W e l l ,  you s e e m  t o  have  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  some 
t h i n g s  t h a t  p e r h a p s  w e r e n ' t  covered  by t h e  o r d e r s  o r  went  be-
yond t h e i r  o r d e r s .  Was t h i s  what you meant t o  s a y ?  

A. Yes. 

Q What would i t  be t h a t  was ,beyond t h e i r  o r d e r s  t o  
do?  

The r a p e s .  

Anything e l s e ?  

Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q Now, r e f e r r i n g  a g a i n  t o  s o  many p e o p l e  b e i n g  - - s o  
many Vietnamese p e o p l e  b e i n g  k i l l e d  t h e r e  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  
morning. Why would you s a y  t h a t  t h i s  happened? 

A. Because a l o t  of peop le  t h e r e  t h o u g h t  t h e y  would have 
a b i g  war when t h e y  l a n d e d ,  a f i r e  f i g h t .  

Q W e l l ,  you d i d n ' t .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. We d i d n ' t ,  no. 
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Q 
k i l  
i t ?  

I t  w a s n ' t  a b i g  f i r e  f i g h t ,  b u t  t h e y  went ahcad and 
l e d  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  anyway. Would you e x p l a i n  why t h e  d i d  

For  example,  d o  you t h i n k  t h e y  were j u s t  c a r r y i n g  o u t  o r d e r s ?  

Y e s ,  j u s t  c a r r y i n g  o u t  o r d e r s  from t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  

Q. I don1t want t o  sugges t  t h a t  answer t o  you. Is t h a t  
r e a l l y  what you t h i n k ?  

A. Wel l ,  I t h i n k  it i s  because  of  C a p t a i n  M E D I N A 1 s  t a l k  
t o  us t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  

Q Do you t h i n k  any o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  m o t i v a t e d  by t h e  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e y  wanted t o  g e t  even w i t h  t h e  VC or g e t  r evenge  
on them? 

A .  Probab ly  some p e o p l e  t h o u g h t  t h a t .  

Q What d o  you t h i n k  was t h e  p r imary  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e y  
went i n  and k i l l e d  a l l  t h e s e  Vietnamese p e o p l e ?  

A.  Because o f  t h e  t a l k  w e  g o t  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  

Q I t h i n k  you r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  d i d n ' t  become 
w e l l  known u n t i l  a b o u t  2 months ago ,  i n  November, when a l l  t h e  
p r e s s  s t o r i e s  s t a r t e d  and t h e y  began t o  b o t h e r  you and c a l l e d  
your  home phone and s o  f o r t h .  The f a c t  i s  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
was n o t  r e p o r t e d  o f f i c i a l l y  t h e  way many e v e n t s  i n  combat i n  t h e  
f i e l d  i n  combat a r e  r e p o r t e d .  I t  was n o t  known i n  t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  
o f  t h e  Department  of  t h e  Army u n t i l  t h e  l e t t e r  from Ron RIDENHOUR 
w a s  r e c e i v e d  i n  A p r i l  1969.  Do you have  any i d e a  why t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  was n o t  r e p o r t e d ?  

A. No. 

Q Did i t  e v e r  o c c u r  t o  you t h a t  you had w i t n e s s e d  an 
a t r o c i t y ,  a war cr ime? Did you e v e r  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h i s , . t h i n k  
t h a t  maybe you s h o u l d  t e l l  somebody a b o u t  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I always remember it. I n e v e r  d i d  t e l l  any-
body a b o u t  it. I always remembered i t ,  though,  and I knew 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  - - I mean a l o t  d i f f e r e n t  
from o t h e r  o n e s  w e  went on b e f o r e .  

Q. Did you t h i n k  o f  it a s  a  war c r i m e  o r  an a t r o c i t y ?  
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A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  a l l  t h e  peop l e  shou ld  be k i l l e d ,  
1 

T h a t ' s  t h e  way I t hough t  abou t  it.. 

Q But you d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  it was something t h a t  you 
shou ld  r e p o r t  t o  o t h e r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I t hough t  t h a t  t h e y  a l r e a d y  knew, anyway. I 
t hough t  t h e r e  was go ing  t o  be a r e p o r t  by Cap ta in  MEDINA o r  
an o f f i c e r ' s  r e p o r t .  

Q Was it your  f e e l i n g  t h a t  what happened w a s  j u s t  what 
w a s  supposed t o  have  happened,  what c a p t a i n  MEDINA wanted? 

A. I d o n ' t  know what he  wanted,  b u t  t h a t ' s  how it happened, 
because  peop l e  were t h i n k i n g  a l o t  abou t  what c a p t a i n  MEDINA said. 

Q Did you know Ron RIDENHOUR? 

A. I d o n ' t  know him real  good, b u t  I know who he  i s .  He 
w a s  i n  LRRP's i n  Chu L a i .  Long Range Reconnaissance .  

( 

Q - The i o n g  range  p a t r o l  o u t f i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  and a l o t  o f  peop l e  from C h a r l i e  Company g o t  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  LRRP's, s o  I knew a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  i n  Chu La i .  
m e n  I g o t  a chance I would j u s t  go up and v i s i t  them. a 
Q Did you know Se rgean t  LACROIX? H e  was i n  t h e  2d 
P la toon .  

A. 1 remember h i s  name. I d o n ' t  remember who he i s .  
I f  I s a w  a p i c t u r e  o f  something--

Q. M r .  PENDLETON, w e  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  you f o r  
coming i n  today .  You've g iven  us  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  u s e f u l  i n f o r -
mation which w i l l  h e l p  p i e c e  t h e  s t o r y  t o g e t h e r .  Can you t h ink  
of any th ing  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  add,  any s t a t e m e n t  you would 
l i k e  t o  make? W e  would be v e r y  g l a d  t o  h e a r  from you. 

A. W e l l ,  I j u s t  hope t h e y  f i n d  some way t o  t a k e  c a r e  of 
t h i s  t h i n g ,  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  n o t  j u s t  t o  p u t  a l l  t h e  people  
t h e r e  o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  peop l e  i n  j a i l ,  because  I w a s  hoping t o  
f i n ?  a way t o  t a k e  care  s f  it. 
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Q I f  I unders tand  you, you a r e  opposed t o  t r y i n g  anybody
f o r  what happened t h e r e  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968? 

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  who t o  t r y  f o r  it. I 
was r e a d i n g  t h e  pape r  t h a t  t h e r e  are 25 people  t h a t  might  be 
t r i e d  f o r  it. I d o n ' t  know who t h e s e  25 peop le  a r e ,  b u t  some - -
I j u s t  d o n ' t  know what t o  t h i n k .  

Q Do you t h i n k  anybody i n  your  p l a t o o n  shou ld  .be t r i e d  
by c o u r t - m a r t i a l  f o r  any th ing  he d i d  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  any reason  why, i n  my p l a toon .  I 
d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what happened w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s ,  
excep t  what I s a w  a f t e r  I was t h e r e .  

Q What d i d  you t h i n k  of  Cap ta in  MEDINA as a commanding
o f f i c e r  and a s  a man? 

A. What I thought  o f  him? 

Q Y e s .  

A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  know him a t  a l l .  I neve r  t a l k e d  t o  
him b e f o r e .  There  w a s  some people  t h a t  l i k e d  him and t h e r e  w a s  
a l o t  of  peop le  t h a t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  him. I d i d n ' t  l i k e  him t h a t  
much because  he  would neve r  e x p l a i n  t o  us  - - he would e x p l a i n  
' t o  us  what w e  w e r e  going t o  do ,  b u t  he neve r  would e x p l a i n  why. 

Q D i d  you f e e l  t h i s  way about  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n
i n t o  My La i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  when w e  go on an o p e r a t i o n  w e  wou ldn ' t  know any-
t h i n g  about  it a t  a l l  e x c e p t  - - he wou ldn ' t  t e l l  us  why w e  
were go ing  t o  do it o r  any th ing .  

Q Do you t h i n k  t h a t  he had c o n t r o l  of t h e  company t h a t  
morning a t  My L a i  ( 4 )? 

A. Cap t ina  MEDINA, he always had c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  company 
because  he w a s  t h a t  way. H e  always had good c o n t r o l .  

Q Can.,you t h i n k  of any th ing  else t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  
t e l l  u s ?  

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e . )  
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We very much apprec ia te  your coming. A s  I s a i d ,  you've 
given us some very u s e f u l  information. We thank you. 

The hear ing  w i l l  be  recessed. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1157 hours ,  23 January 1970 .) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1317 hours ,  23 January 1970.) 

M A J  ZYCHOWSKI: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : MAJ ZYCHOWSKI and M A J  COOP a r e  present .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: M r .  PENDLETON, before  you i s  an a e r i a l  photograph of 
My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  surrounding area .  During t h i s  por t ion  of t h e  in- 
terview we w i l l  a t tempt  t o  have you recons t ruc t  t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  you 
took through My Lai  ( 4 )  and t o  note  those  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  
you can r e c a l l .  Also, w e ' l l  look through some photographs and have 
you t r y  t o  i d e n t i f y  them and poss ib ly  i n d i c a t e  on t h i s  map t h e  
approximate l o c a t i o n  f o r  each p a r t i c u l a r  photograph. M r .  PENDLETON, 
would you show me on t h i s  map t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  of your LZ 
on 16 March 1968? 

c\a 

A. It w a s  i n  t h i s  a rea  r i g h t  here.  3.3 

m 
Q. What happened a t  t h e  LZ, M r .  PENDLETON, when you go t  
o f f  t h e  chopper? 

A. W e  g o t  o f f  t h e  choppers; t h e r e  was a l ready a l o t  of &q 
s o l d i e r s  i n  t h i s  a rea  he re .  

Q. I n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e ,  then ,  going from nor th  t o  south.  
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. More o r  less i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e ,  and a s  soon a s  w e  
g o t  o f f  w e  went south.  

Q - How f a r  south d i d  you go? 

A. Well, we went t o  a place.  I t  looked l i k e  t h e r e  was 
some trees t h e r e  and a d i t c h  and a t r a i l .  I t  looked l i k e  t h i s  
p lace  r i g h t  here.  

Q - Would you show roughly t h e  rou te  t h a t  you took? 
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(The wi tnes s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  r o u t e .  ) 

What was t h e  purpose of going t h e r e  M r .  PENDLETON? 

A. Well, t o  provide s e c u r i t y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  down h e r e  s i n c e  
t h e r e  w a s n ' t  anybody down h e r e  a t  a l l  and a l s o  because of t h e  re -
p o r t  by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q What d i d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  r e p o r t ?  

A. Well,  t h e r e  was a known VC t h e r e  wi th  a weapon. H e  
dropped smoke down. 

Q Was t h i s  VC s t i l l  a l i v e  o r  dead? 

A. He must have been a l i v e  t h e n ,  because he s a i d  t h e r e  
w a s  a VC w i t h  weapon. When we g o t  t h e r e  w e  found a weapon. 

Q. Did you f i n d  t h e  VC, t h e  body? 

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f  f i rma t ive .  ) 

You f i n d  a VC and a weapon i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q P o i n t  1 w i l l  i n d i c a t e  t h e  approximate a r e a  where M r .  
PENDLETON found one VC w i th  a weapon. 

Q Now, going down t h i s  r o u t e ,  M r .  PENDLETON, I assumed 
t h a t  your e n t i r e  p l a toon  went wi th  you. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e  whole p l a toon .  

Q Would you p l e a s e  cont inue?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  were down h e r e  on ly  5 o r  1 0  minutes ,  and then  
w e  went a l l  t h e  way back up t o  around t h e  L Z ,  maybe a l i t t l e  b i t  
above it. 

Q You went back t o  t h e  nor thwest  co rne r  of My La i  ( 4 )  . 
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

9 Would you p l e a s e  cont inue?  
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A. Then w e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q You e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  no r thwes t  c o r n e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  o u r  job h e r e  w a s  t o  burn  down t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
k i l l  a l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k .  

Q - Was t h i s  done? 

Y e s .  

Q So t h e  houses  w e r e  d e s t r o y e d ,  and you d i d  k i l l  
l i v e s t o c k  going through t h e  v i l l a g e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Would you show t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  you took go ing  through
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. J u s t  sweeping through h e r e ,  o u r  p l a toon .  

Q From t h e  nor thwes t  c o r n e r  you headed i n  a sou th-
e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Right .  

Q. A s  you w e r e  t r a v e l i n g  down t h i s  r o u t e ,  what d i d  you
do? 

A .  W e  burned down any hoo tches  t h a t  w e r e  s t a n d i n g ,  k i l l e d  
t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  and poured o u t  rice. 

Q.  A s  you t r a v e l e d  t h i s  r o u t e ,  d i d  you obse rve  any th ing  
o u t  of  t h e  o r d i n a r y  o r  something t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  your  mind? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was dead bod i e s  s c a t t e r e d  around.  

Q Would you e s t i m a t e  t h e  number o f  b o d i e s  t h a t  you saw? 

A. I t ' s  k ind  of ha rd  t o  t e l l .  A t  l eas t  30 or  40.  

Q Were t h e s e  i n  groups  o r  w e r e  t h e y  s c a t t e r e d ?  

A. These w e r e  more o r  less s c a t t e r e d  .around. 
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Q How abou t  t h e  ages  and s e x  of  t h e s e  bod i e s?  

A. They w e r e  a l l  ages  and bo th  sexes .  

Q Were t h e y  mos t ly  one s ex?  

A.  No. 

Q- I t  was j u s t  a mix ture  t hen?  

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Would you p l e a s e  con t inue .  

A. Right  h e r e  i s  where I ' d  s een  a group o f  bod i e s .  

Q- Approximately how many bod ie s  d i d  you observe  a t  t h i s  
p o i n t ?  

A. Maybe 1 5  o r  20 .  

Q Did you see t h e s e  peop le  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  e x c e p t  one. 

Q 9 P o i n t  2 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  approximate a r e a  where M r .  PENDLETOI 
observed 1 5  t o  20  bod i e s .  

Q Would you p l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  t h e  r o u t e  you t ook ,  
M r .  PENDLETON? 

A. R igh t  h e r e  i s  where - - Capta in  MEDINA w a s  s t a n d i n g  r i g h t  
h e r e  a t  t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n ;  w h i l e  I was walk ing  up t h i s  way, i n  t h i s  
d i r e c t i o n  h e r e ,  i s  when I s a w  him shoo t .  

Q Shoot  what? 

A. A l i t t l e  k i d .  

Q- You s a w  Capta in  MEDINA shoo t  a  l i t t l e  k i d  r i g h t  a t  t h i s  
nor th -sou th  t r a i l  a t  t h e  sou the rn  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - How o l d  w a s  t h i s  c h i l d ?  
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A. Three o r  f o u r .  

Q Approximately how f a r  w e r e  you from t h i s  nor th -sou th  
t r a i l  when you observed Capta in  MEDINA shoo t  t h i s  c h i l d ?  

A. 50 f e e t  from Capta in  MEDINA. 

Q - P o i n t  3 w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where M r .  PENDLEToN 
observed  Capta in  MEDINA shoo t  a  3 o r  4-year o l d  c h i l d .  

Q. Is t h e r e  any th ing  else you saw a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  M r .  
PENDLETON? 

A. No. W e l l ,  w e  heard  t h e r e  was a man i n j u r e d ,  and t h e y  
w e r e  b r i n g i n g  t h e  man somewhere t o  a LZ where t h e y  cou ld  g e t  him 
on a medevac. 

Q Where was t h i s  LZ,  M r .  PETJDLETON? 

Around i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  he r e .  

P l e a s e  con t inue .  

A. Our squad,  o r  p a r t  of o u r  squad,  p rov ided  s e c u r i t y .  
+ 

Q Provided s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  chopper? + 1 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Then t h e  medevac came i n .  

Q I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  s o l d i e r  was evacua ted?  

A. Right .  

Q M r .  PENDLETON, when t h i s  chopper came i n ,  do you r e c a l l  
i f  it w a s  a s l i c k  o r  was it a d u s t o f f - t y p e  chopper ,  a medical  
chopper? 

A. I t  w a s  a - - a s l i c k  i s  t h e  same as a medevac chopper any-
way. I t  w a s  a Huey h e l i c o p t e r .  I remember t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember 
s e e i n g  t h e  medevac s i g n s  on it. 

Q What w e r e  t h e  medevac s i g n s ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. A 'whi te  c r o s s  I b e l i e v e .  
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Q You d i d  no t  s e e  a c r o s s  of any type  on t h e  chopper. 
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  it .  

Q - P o i n t  4 w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where a chopper 
landed and M r .  PENDLETON1s squad provided s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  chopper. 

Q A f t e r  t h e  i n j u r e d  s o l d i e r  was evacua ted ,  what happened? 

A. I walked back down t h i s  way. I walked back by t h e s e  
bodies  here .  

Q The bodies  a t  p o i n t  2? 

A. P o i n t  2 .  Then we went up t h i s  way. 

Q You went p a s t  p o i n t  2 .  You were on t h e  r i g h t  e a s t  
s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l  and passed t h e s e  bodies?  

A. Right .  

Q And t h i s  i s  where you saw t h e  bodies  aga in  f o r  t h e  
second t ime? . 

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Q And from t h e r e  you went t o  t h e  sou thern  edge of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q What happened t h e r e ?  

A. Right  he re  everybody was k ind  of t a k i n g  it easy  and most 
of t h e  p l a t o o n s  were k ind  of grouped t o g e t h e r  r i g h t  he re .  

Q Where was t h i s  a t  now? 

A. I n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  t h i s  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p a r t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q Were you i n  t h e  sou the rn  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  going 
i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  o r  d i d  you go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. 1 d o n ' t  remember how I g o t  t h e r e  a t  a l l .  I d o n ' t  
remember i t ,  b u t  I remember w e  w e r e  a l l  s i t t i n g  i n  h e r e  grouped 
t o g e t h e r .  

Q When you s t o p p e d  t h e r e ,  d i d  you have  lunch?  

A. No. Some p e o p l e  may have g o t t e n  something t o  ea t ,  
b u t  it w a s n ' t  a r e g u l a r  lunch  p e r i o d .  

Q Did you m e e t  w i t h  t h e  rest  o f  t h e  p l a t o o n  o r  t h e  rest 
o f  t h e  company t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  what t i m e  it may have  been?  

A. I ' d  s a y  1 0  o ' c l o c k .  

Q But you d i d  n o t ,  as f a r  a s  you can r e c a l l ,  e a t  
l u n c h  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. Some p e o p l e  w e r e  e a t i n g  because  t h e y  w e r e  t a k i n g  it 
e a s y  and r e s t i n g ,  and I remember t h e  m o r t a r  p l a t o o n  was h e r e ,  
and t h e  rest o f  t h e  p l a t o o n s  w e r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t o o .  

Q Where were you? 

I w a s  w i t h  t h e  group.  

Q A f t e r  you took  t h i s  b r e a k ,  you went o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and moved i n  a s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  and p r o v i d e d  s e c u r i t y  o u t  
t h e r e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

( w i t n e s s  nods  i n  t h e  a £f i r r n a t i v e .  ) 

T h i s  was s e c u r i t y  f o r  what? For  t h e  p l a t o o n  o r  t h e  
company? 

A. For  t h e  company i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q P o i n t  5 w i l l  be t h e  approximate  a r e a  where M r .  PENDLETON 
and members o f  h i s  squad went o u t  and p r o v i d e d  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  
company. 
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Q I n  o t h e r  words ,  you took a b r e a k  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o o ,  o r  
t h e  company d i d ?  

A. Y e s .  W e l l ,  when w e  p r o v i d e d  s e c u r i t y  w e  were r e s t i n g  
t o o  * 

Q How l o n g  d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e ?  

A. N o t  v e r y  l o n g ,  maybe 20 minu tes .  

Q And t h e n  what happened? 

A. W e l l ,  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was an  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  o r  
some k i n d  of  a d i t c h ,  and t h e r e  was a l o t  of  b o d i e s  i n  t h e r e .  
Maybe 40. 

Q Do you remember where t h i s  d i t c h  may have  been?  

A. I t  h a s  t o  be around i n  t h i s  a r e a  somewhere. 

Q Somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a s  I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  w i t h  a 
d o t t e d  l i n e ,  you o b s e r v e d  approx imate ly  40 b o d i e s  i n  a d i t c h ?  

A. R i g h t .  

Q Were you c r o s s i n g  t h e  d i t c h  a t  t h i s  t i m e  o r  g o i n g  
p a r a l l e l  t o  it or  what? 

A. W e  w e r e  s i t t i n g  t h e r e .  

Q. You w e r e  s i t t i n g  by t h e  d i t c h .  I f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  
you s a i d  you s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  a b o u t  20 minu tes .  

A. Y e s .  

Q And t h e n  what happened? 

A, A f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e  company moved o u t .  

Q Which d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Towards t h e  c o a s t .  

Q ' In a n  e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  
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A. W e  w e r e  a l r e a d y  o u t  t h e r e  when t h e  company came o u t  
t o  us .  

Q From t h i s  d i t c h ,  t h e n ,  t h e  company moved i n  a n  
e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q M r .  PENDLETON, I w i l l  now show you t h o s e  pho tographs
which you have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you r e c a l l ,  o r  can  i d e n t i f y  something 
on them. I show t h e s e  pho tographs  t o  you and a s k  you what  you know 
a b o u t  them. 

I show you P-6, 7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  10 .  What do you r e c o g n i z e  
a b o u t  t h o s e  pho tographs?  

Tha t  was when CARTER g o t  i n j u r e d .  

Did you a c t u a l l y  see him i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ?  

No, I d i d n ' t .  

N.,You r e c o g n i z e  CARTER? 
'rj 

(Witness  nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

D o  you r e c o g n i z e  any of  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e ?  

I r e c o g n i z e  CARTER. I d o n ' t  know who t h e  medics  are. 

Q You do r e c o g n i z e  CARTER? 

A. I r e c o g n i z e  t h e  guy. 

Q Who i s  he?  

A. I know who he i s .  I knew him p r e t t y  good. I f o r g o t  
h i s  name. 

Q The p e r s o n  M r .  PENDLETON p o i n t e d  a t  i s  on P-9 and i s  
t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  on t h e  l e f t ,  who i s  h e l p i n g  t o  move CARTER and 
i s  c a r r y i n g  a M-79. 

Q You do n o t  r e c a l l  h i s  name? 
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A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  

A .  T h a t  i s  Fred  DUSTIN. H e  w a s  i n  my p l a t o o n .  T h a t ' s  
when w e  swept  t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e  and burned it down. 

Q What i s  he  d o i n g  t h e r e ?  

A. Burning a hoo tch .  

Q P-18? What do you r e c o g n i z e  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  p l a c e  t h e r e .  A l l  I know i s  
t h a t  i t ' s  L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS o r  L i e u t e n a n t  JENSEN. One o f  t h e  
l i e u t e n t a n t s .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  
p i c t u r e .  

Q You t h i n k  it i s  one of  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t s ?  

A. I t  i s  one o f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t s .  I c a n ' t  remember which 
one. 

Q- E i t h e r  JENSEN OR BROOKS? 

(Witness  nods i n  t h e - a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Q D o  you r e c o g n i z e  any of  t h e  Vietnamese p e r s o n n e l ?  

A .  N o ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q = P-25? 

A. That  i s  Joe GRIMES. H e  w a s  my squad l e a d e r .  

What i s  he  do ing?  

I t  l o o k s  l i k e  h e ' s  l o o k i n g  over h i s  map f o r  something.  

Do you r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  a r e a ?  

I t  l o o k s  l i k e  i t ' s  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A r e  you p o s i t i v e  where it i s ?  
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A. No.  
I 

A. This  guy h e r e  i s  DELPOME. H e  w a s  i n  my squad. 

Q DELPOME i s  aiming h i s  M-l6? 

Y e s .  

P-36 you recognize  CARTER? 

Right .  

That  looks  l i k e  t h e  bod ie s  t h a t  w e r e  on t h e  tra i l  south  
My L a i  ( 4 ) .  On t h e  n o r t h  and sou th  t r a i l .  

Would t h i s  be t h e  approximate area where point 2 
l oca t ed?  

Right.  

That  i s  Joe GRIMES, my squad l e a d e r .  

What i s  he doing t h e r e ?  

A. H e ' s  burn ing  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q H e ' s  burn ing  a hootch t h e r e ?  

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Q P-62? 

A. T h a t ' s  DELPOME and WILLIAMS. 

Q Which one i s  WILLIAMS? 

A .  WILLIAMS i s  on t h e  l e f t ,  That  i s n ' t  BELPOME. I t  d o n ' t  
look much l i k e  him now. 
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Q What does  t h a t  p e r s o n  have  i n  h i s  hand? 

A. A . 45 .  I d o n ' t  know i f  DELPOME had a . 4 5  o r  n o t .  

Q You are n o t  s u r e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  it i s  DELPOME? 

A. I t  looked  l i k e  him f o r  a minute t h e r e ,  b u t  now it 
d o e s n ' t .  

Q You a r e  n o t  s u r e  t h e n ?  

A. N o .  

Q P-64? 

A. T h i s  i s  J o e  SMITH. 

Q Joe SMITH i s  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  from t h e  r i g h t .  

A. DELPOME . 
Q DELPOME i s  t h e  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  P-68? 

A. DELPOME i s  t h e  o n l y  one t h a t  I r e c o g n i z e .  

Q. A r e  you s u r e  t h a t  i s  DELPOME? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  

Q.  What i s  he  do ing?  

A. H e  I s  b u r n i n g  a hoo tch .  

Q .  What k i n d  o f  a weapon d i d  DELPOME c a r r y ?  

A. An M-16. 

Q D o  you s t i l l  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  DELPOME? A r e  you s u r e ?  

A. N o .  

Q P-69? 

A. That i s  DELPOME. 
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Q .  M r .  PENDLETON, o t h e r  t h a n  photograph number P-41, can 
you show t h e  approximate  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  pho tographs  t h a t  
you i d e n t i f i e d  on t h i s  map. 

A. No. 

Q M r .  PENDLETON, i f  e v e r y t h i n g  on t h i s  map i s  c o r r e c t  
t o  t h e  best of  your  knowledge, I would a p p r e c i a t e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
if you would s i g n  y o u r  name a t  t h e  t o p  l e f t - h a n d  c o r n e r .  

The a e r i a l  photograph which M r .  PENDLETON s i g n e d ,  
which r e a d s ,  " P r e p a r e d  from memory a t  Washington D.C. on 23  
J a n u a r y  1970 ,"  i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  P-189. 

Q M r .  PENDLETON, when d i d  you j o i n  C Company? 

A. In November, 1967. 

Q - Where was t h e  company a t  t h i s  t ime?  
I 

A. I n  Hawaii.  I 

Q D i d  you l e a v e  w i t h  t h e  company t o  Vietnam? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. While i n  Hawaii ,  d i d  you r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  on  t h e  
h a n d l i n g  o f  noncombatants ,  p r i s o n e r s  of  war? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I was o n l y  t h e r e  10 d a y s ,  approx imate ly  
1 0  d a y s ,  and  I d i d n ' t  have  any t r a i n i n g  a t  a l l .  

Q No t r a i n i n g  a t  a l l  w h i l e  you w e r e  i n  Hawaii? 

A. No. 

Q How a b o u t  when you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? Did you have  any
t r a i n i n g  t h e r e  i n  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  noncombatants ,  p r i s o n e r s  o f  
w a r ?  

A. We w e r e  t o l d  when you t a k e  p r i s o n e r s  y o u ' r e  supposed to 
b i n d  t h e i r  hands beh ind  t h e i r  back and p u t  something o v e r  t h e i r  
e y e s  and p u t  them i n  a chopper .  

(PENDLETON) 4 8  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-221 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q So you d i d  have  some t r a i n i n g  on t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
p r i s o n e r s  o f  war? 

Q How abou t  noncombatants? 

A. Noncombatants o r  c i v i l i a n s ,  I guess  t h e y  t e a c h  you,  
they  have  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  war.  

Q Were you t o l d  what t o  do w i t h  t h o s e  p e o p l e ?  

A. W e l l ,  i f  t h e y  had something t o  do w i t h  t h e  war--you 
c a n ' t  always d e c i d e  who t h e y  a r e .  

Q You d i d  have  some t r a i n i n g  on t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  you would c a l l  it t r a i n i n g .  I t ' s  some 
t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  been s a i d  b e f o r e  i n  t r a i n i n g .  

Q = I ' m  s o r r y .  I d i d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  you. 

A. F o r  some r e a s o n  w e  knew t h a t ' s  what y o u ' r e  supposed t o  d c  
I d o n ' t  remember anyone t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t .  

0 You d o n ' t  remember anyone t e l l i n g  you t h a t ,  b u t  you 
knew t h a t  t h i s  was something t h a t  you w e r e  supposed t o  do? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did you r e c e i v e  any o f  t h i s  t y p e  t r a i n i n g  i n  b a s i c  
t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  I do remember some t r a i n i n g  on t a k i n g  p r i s o n e r s  
i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g .  

Q So a c t u a l l y ,  you d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t o o  much t r a i n i n g  
i n  Vietnam? 

A. N o .  

Q. M r .  PENDLETON, I w i l l  show you a xe rox  copy o f  a c a r d  
which i s  E x h i b i t  M-2 and i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules . "  I ' d  l i k e  you 
t o  look a t  t h i s  c a r d  and t e l l  m e  i f  you e v e r  r e c e i v e d  o r  s e e n  t h i s  
c a r d ?  
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A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  p a p e r .  I t h i n k  w e  g o t  p a p e r s  
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  where you r e c e i v e d  t h e s e  c a r d s ?  Were 
t h e y  g i v e n  t o  you i n  Hawaii o r  i n  Vietnam? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a c t u a l l y  g e t t i n g  them, b u t  I remember 
some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  on t h i s  p a p e r  t h a t  I r e a d  somewhere. 

Q You d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  remember s e e i n g  any c a r d ,  t h e n ,  of 
t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A. N o .  

Q.  I w i l l  show you E x h i b i t  M-3, which a g a i n  i s  a Xerox 
copy of  a  c a r d .  I ask  i f  you have  e v e r  s e e n  t h i s  c a r d  o r  re-
c e i v e d  one e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy I n  Your Hands"? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember g e t t i n g  t h i s .  (C 
5, 

Q Did you e v e r  see t h i s  c a r d  b e f o r e ?  v 

A. N o .  

Q M r .  PENDLETON, i s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  e lse  t h a t  you can 
recal l  t h a t  w e  have  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  o r  t h a t  you w e r e  reminded o f  
t h a t  would b e  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

A. W e l l ,  I a l r e a d y  t o l d  e v e r y t h i n g ,  a b o u t  a s  much as I 
know. 

Q M r .  PENDLETON, w e  s i n c e r e l y  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming here 
today  and p r o v i d i n g  u s  w i t h  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  When you go back home, 
s h o u l d  you come a c r o s s  any l e t t e r s ,  t a p e s ,  documents o r  a n y t h i n g  
which you f e e l  would be  h e l p f u l  t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  w e  would appreciate 
your  c a l l i n g  u s  and t e l l i n g  u s  a b o u t  it. 

A. I ' l l  do t h a t .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: M r .  PENDLETON, you a r e  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  you n o t  
d i s c u s s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u b s e q u e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
and r e p o r t s ,  w i t h  any p e r s o n  who may have  been connec ted  w i t h  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  any way and who i s  t o  b e ,  o r  h a s  been ,  a w i t n e s s  
o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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T h i s  rcyucst docs n o L  y 01- course>, i 1 you  t t . c [  l o  i :;-c ~ l ~ r > l  arc' rc%c1uc.s 
c u s s  the c a s e  i n  any o t l l e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l c g i s l a t i v c ,  q u a s i -
j u d i c i a l ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  p r o c e e d i n g s .  Do you u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t ?  

(Witness  nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

W e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you do n o t  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  o t h e r  
w i t n e s s e s  t h a t  a r e  a b o u t  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h i s  committee or  
have a l r e a d y  a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  i t .  T h i s  would n o t  a p p l y  i f  you 
a r e  c a l l e d  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  some o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  h e a r i n g ,  a q u a s i - j u d i c i a l ,  or a c o u r t - m a r t i a l  
of  any t y p e .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  you would d e f i n i t e l y  t a l k  t o  
them. You b e i n g  a c i v i l i a n ,  w e  c a n n o t  o r d e r  you t o  do  t h i s .  
A l l  w e  a r e  d o i n g  i s  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  
anybody else.  Is t h a t  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r ?  

A. R igh t .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: We thank  you v e r y  much, M r .  PENDLETON. T h i s  
conc ludes  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  h e a r i n g .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 4 0 4  h o u r s ,  23 J a n u a r y  1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: POLSTON, Larry  O . ,  SGT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 8 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None' 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 3d P la toon ,  C/1/20. 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a.  Captain  MEDINA's b r i e f i n g .  

The wi tnes s  a t t ended  Captain  MEDINA's  b r i e f i n g  on 
15 March (pg. 3) . MEDINA d i d  n o t  use  any t r a i n i n g  a i d s ,  
maps o r  ske t ches  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  t o l d  them t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a 
regiment o f  VC and NVA i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  which inc ludedMy ~ a i  
My Lai  (1), ( 2 ) ,  ( 3 ) ,  and ( 4 )  a s  t h e  w i t n e s s  understood it 
(pg.  4 ) .  This  miss ion was t o  be d i f f e r e n t  from o t h e r s  i n  
t h a t  it w a s  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion which t o  t h e  
w i tnes s  meant going through t h e  v i l l a g e  and d e s t r o y i n g  
eve ry th ing  (pg. 5 ) .  MEDINA d i d  n o t  come o u t  and say  t o  
d e s t r o y  peop le ,  b u t  d i d  say  t o  d e s t r o y  "every th ing  t h a t  moved" 
(pg. 5 ) .  There were t o  be VC sympathizers  a s  w e l l  a s  VC i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  5 )  . Search and d e s t r o y  a lso meant u s ing  
reconna issance  by f i r e  (pg. 18)  . 

b. A m e m o r i a l  service and t h e  mood o f  t h e  men. 

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  a s e r v i c e  f o r  Sergeant  COX 
b u t  d i d  n o t  know i f  it w a s  i n  t h e  morning o r  du r ing  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  He b e l i e v e d  it was run by MEDINA 
(pg.  4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  nervous because of  what 
o t h e r  companies had encountered p rev ious ly  i n  t h a t  a r e a  
(pg. 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  b i t  of  vengeance 
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i n  t h e  a a t o o n  (pq.  7 ) ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  
C Company towards t h e  Vietnamese people  was p r e t t y  good, 
because p rev ious ly  as they passed through v i l l a g e s  they 
were f r i e n d l y  wi th  t h e  Vietnamese (pg. 17)  . 
2. ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a .  Landing and i n i t i a l  movement through t h e  v i l l a q e .  

The wi tnes s  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  which squad o f  t h e  
t h i r d  p l a toon  he was i n  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  Sergeant  COX w a s  
t h e  squad l e a d e r  b e f o r e  he was k i l l e d  (pg. 2 ) .  The i r  
p a r t i c u l a r  assignment was t o  s e c u r e  t h e  A0 when they  
landed.  The o t h e r  p l a toons  would c l e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg .6) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was much f i r e  going on when they  landed 
b u t  t h a t  he never  saw any (pg.  1 8 ) .  Of t h e  main combat 
a s s a u l t s  t h a t  he was on whi le  i n  Vietnam, he s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
never  l e f t  a h e l i c o p t e r  f i r i n g ,  a l though s e v e r a l  t i m e s  
t h e  doorgunners would be  f i r i n g  (pgs .  1 9 ,  2 0 ) .  I n  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  t h e  doorgunners were n o t  f i r i n g  (pg.  2 0 ) .  and 
he could n o t  recall  t h e  gunships  f i r i n g  (pg. 21 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  
r e c a l l  i f  t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  on 
l i n e  (pg. 8) . H e  s a w  35 t o  40 dead bodies  a s  t hey  proceeded 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he s a w  PFC T'SOUVAS k i l l  
two c h i l d r e n  who w e r e  a lmost  dead (pg.  8) . He thought  t h a t  
it w a s  done o u t  o f  sympathy (pg.  8 ) .  This  happened o u t s i d e  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  He appa ren t ly  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t hey  landed 
on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  (pg.  9 )  . H e  heard  cumors t h a t  t h e r e  were 
200 k i l l e d  b u t  d i d  n o t  know t h e  source  o f  t h e  rumor (pg .9 ) .  
Towards t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  he  heard  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  
t h e  f i r i n g  from Captain  MEDINA (pg.  1 0 )  . He w a s  nearby 
when MEDINA s e n t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o u t  on t h e  r a d i o  (pg.  11). 
A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  company CP was n e a r  them i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg.  11). H e  r e c a l l e d  CARTER being wounded b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
when he came upon him i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o r d e r  t o  cease 
f i r e  (pgs .  11, 1 2 ) .  MEDINA was wi th  CARTER p r i o r  t o  t h e  
evacua t ion  (pg. 1 2 ) ,  and he  f e l t  t h a t  MEDINA had been 
moving i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  towards where CARTER w a s  wounded 
(pg.  13) 

b. Procedure f o r  body count .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had no i d e a  how t h e  
body count  w a s  made (pg.  9 ) .  H e  never  r e p o r t e d  a dead body 
o r  a dead VC f o r  u s u a l l y  t h e  squad l e a d e r ,  t h e  p l a toon  
s e r g e a n t ,  o r  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  made up t h i s  count  (pg.  10)  . 
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He was n o t  asked t o  count  t h e  bodies  (pg.  1 0 ) .  

c .  L a t e r  movement. 

The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any members o f  
t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
a l though he s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  they  had s h o t  someone he thought  
he would have remembered it (pg.  1 4 )  . From My ~ a i  ( 4 )  they 
moved t o  ano the r  v i l l a g e ,  searched  it and found caves wi th  
p i s t o l  b e l t s ,  g renades ,  e t c .  (pg.  1 4 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
what t hey  d i d  on t h e  17 th  o r  t h e  18 th  (pgs .  1 4 ,  15) , b u t  
does remember a man be ing  wounded on H i l l  85 on t h e  17 th  
(pg.  15)  . He r e c a l l e d  a l s o  t h a t  they moved a long t h e  c o a s t  
i n t o  a v i l l a g e  on t h e  c o a s t  which was burned (pg.  15)  . They 
cont inued  t o  burn v i l l a g e s  a s  they moved sou th  (pg.  1 5 ) .  
He r e c a l l e d  t h e  name Co Lay ( 2 )  b u t  d i d  n o t  h e a r  about 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  t h e r e  (pg.  1 6 )  . 
3 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  
i n c i d e n t .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was never  ques t ioned  b e f o r e  
l e a v i n g  Vietnam nor  was he t o l d  n o t  t o  say anyth ing  
(pg. 16) . MEDINA never  t o l d  t h e  company t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was going on (pg.  17) . H e  was e v e n t u a l l y  ques t ioned  by t h e  
C I D  (pg.  1 6 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he never  had any d e s i r e  t o  
r e p o r t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and d i d  n o t  know i f  it was r i g h t  o r  
n o t  because he  d i d  n o t  know what t h e  men had on t h e i r  minds 
(pgs .  18 ,  1 9 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  know o f  any 
problem wi th  mari juana i n  t h e  company (pg. 2 0 ) .  
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Witness was o r i e n t - 

- oto e d  on e x h i b i t .  

' 
21 


Witness i d e n t i f i e d  

- e l l a n e o u s  Scene S e r q e a n t  P H U .  21 


-

thru Photos  p e r t a l n l n g  t o  W i t  r e c a l l e d  t h e  

P-12 CARTER ' s wound. e v e n t .  21 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1120 hour s ,  8 January 
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

(SGT POLSTON was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows : )  

Q P l ease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  and S o c l a l  
S e c u r i t y  number. 

A. Larry  Owen POLSTON, Sergeant  E-5, 

Q Branch of s e r v i c e ?  

Q Organiza t ion  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. A Company, 7 6 t h  I n f a n t r y ,  2d AD, F o r t  Hood, Texas. 

COL WILSON: This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by 
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army 
f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendat,ions concerning two ma t t e r s  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  cha in  of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968. 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  wi thhold ing  of 
in format ion  by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  in format ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  . Suppress ion 
of in format ion .  Those a r e  t h e  main t h i n g s  t h a t  t h i s  inves-
t i g a t i o n  is  concerned wi th .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  inves-
t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened a t  My 
Lai .  I t ' s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes which I have 
j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  inves-
t i g a t i o n s ,  t o  i n c l u d e  your CID s t a t emen t .  
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Your tes t imony w i l l  be taken  under oa th .  A 
verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared .  A t a p e  record ing  is  
be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im no te s  be ing  taken  by 
t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t es t imony,  o r  p a r t s  
of i t ,  may become a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

COL WILSON: Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q Where w e r e  you a s s igned  i n  March 16, 19681 

A. I w a s  w i th  C/1/20, 1 1 t h  Brigade,  A m e r i c a 1  Div is ion .  

Q. P la toon?  

A. 3d Pla toon .  

Q. Squad? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s ir .  They went 
through a l o t  of squad l e a d e r s .  

Q- Do you remember when Sergeant  COX w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Were you i n  h i s  squad? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Th is  w a s  2 days b e f o r e  t h e  16 th .  Remember who 
took t h a t  squad over?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember, s i r ,  no. 

Q Remember GRIMES? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q Did he t a k e  it over?  

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

Q = SMAIL? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay ,  sir.  

Q When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of t h e  planned a s s a u l t  on 
My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. This  w a s  th.e day b e f o r e ,  t h a t  we were going t o  
a s s a u l t  My L a i .  

Q - On t h e  15 th?  

A. R igh t ,  sir .  

Q And you s t a t e d  t h a t  b r i e f i n g  l a s t e d  about 30 
minutes? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Was t h a t  b r i e f i n g  given i n  t h e  mortar  p i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was, sir,  yes .  

Q Did Captain MEDINA use any t r a i n i n g  a i d s ,  maps,
ske t ches?  

A. No, n o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s ir .  

Q. Was t h i s  b r i e f i n g  connected i n  any way w i t h  
t h e  ceremony f o r  Sergeant  COX? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was, s i r .  

Q.  Now I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  determine t h e  s p e c i f i c s  because 
w e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a ceremony f o r  Ser-
gean t  COX t h a t  morning, o r  it could have been t h a t  something 
w a s  b rought  up about  it dur ing  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  by Captain  
MEDINA. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  i f  was i n  t h e  morning o r  dur ing  
t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he was g i v i n g  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  
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Q But you t h i n k  it was on t h e  14 th  o r  t h e  15th? 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. The day a f t e r  he was k i l l e d .  Is t h i s  t h e  normal 
procedure? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it u s u a l l y  i s .  

Q .  Was it given by a chapla in?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  g iven  by t h e  
c a p t a i n ,  Captain  MEDINA. 

Q Well now, a r e  we t a l k i n g  about a ceremony or a 
s t a t emen t  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Sergeant  COX'S demise? 

A. I t  was more o r  l e s s  a ceremony, sir.  

Q. What d i d  Captain  MEDINA say  about t h e  enemy 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  Well,  he s a i d  t h e r e  was a regiment of VC and NVA 
i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q. I n  t h e  a r e a .  What d i d  you unders tand he meant 
by t h e  a r e a ?  

A. MY La i .  The re ' s  supposed t o  be f o u r  v i l l a g e s ,  My 
Lai  ( l ) ,(2), ( 3 ) ,  and ( 4 )  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q .  You understood t h a t  t o  mean t h e  whole a r e a ?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  T h a t ' s  what I understood it t o  be.  

Q. What d i d  you t h i n k  you were going t o  run i n t o  i n  
My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  I d i d n ' t  have any i d e a  a t  t h e  t i m e .  
I knew w e  had been h i t  t h e r e  b e f o r e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know what 
w a s  going on. 

Q .  This  wasn ' t  t aken  up i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. W e l l  he s a i d  t h a t  we'd probably run. i n t o ,  you know, 
enemy. 
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Q W a s  t h e r e  any d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  miss ion ass ign-
ment f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  than  f o r  o t h e r  ope ra t ions?  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  one h e r e  was a d e s t r o y  miss ion,  s i r .  

Q. You h a d n ' t  had any d e s t r o y  miss ions  be fo re?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q W a s  it s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  a s  
a s e a r c h  and des t roy?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Was t h e r e  any d e s c r i p t i o n  o r  exp lana t ion  of 
what was meant by "search  and d e s t r o y " ?  

A. A t  t h e  t i m e  it was t o  go through t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
des t roy  eve ry th ing .  

Q S h e l t e r s ,  l i v e s t o c k ,  food,  people?  

A. Oh, he d i d n ' t  say  people .  H e  d i d n ' t  come r i g h t  
o u t  and say  people .  H e  j u s t  s a i d ,  you know, d e s t r o y  
eve ry th ing  t h a t  moved, and s o  on and s o  f o r t h .  

Q. Destroy eve ry th ing  t h a t  moved? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you have any reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  
would be anyth ing  t h e r e  b u t  VC? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e r e ,  
VC sympath izers ,  a t  t h e  t i m e .  The day b e f o r e  we went i n ,  
w e  were told t h i s .  

Q. You were t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  were VC sympathizers  
i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Were you t o l d  anyth ing  about a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. Not t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  
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Q What w a s  your  mood, a t t i t u d e ,  when you went 
i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. You mean t h e  morning w e  went t h rough ,  when w e  
f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e ?  

Q .  Y e s .  W e l l ,  what was your  p sycho log i ca l  
a t t i t u d e ?  How d i d  you fee l  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  and t h e  morning 
you went i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. W e l l ,  ne rvous ,  s ir .  

Q Nervous ? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q More nervous  t h a n  u s u a l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q =  You cou ld  a t t r i b u t e  t h i s  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g s ,  o r  
what you w e r e  t o l d ,  o r  what you knew? 

A. W e l l ,  what o t h e r  companies had encounte red  t h e r e  
and o u r s e l v e s  t o o ,  b e f o r e .  

Q Was ' t h i s  e v e r  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a f o r t i f i e d  hamlet?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  

Q You w e r e  i n  t h e  3d P l a toon .  T h a t ' s  t h e  p l a t o o n
t h a t  was i n  s u p p o r t ?  

A .  Right ,  s i r .  

Q Was your  p l a t o o n  a s s igned  any s p e c i f i c  m i s s ion  
i n  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. W e  w e r e  j u s t  supposed t o  s e c u r e  t h e  A0 when 
w e  landed.  A l l  t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  sea rched .  

Q You w e r e n ' t  g iven  t h e  mi s s ion  t o  clear by de-
s t r u c t i o n ,  and bu rn ing ,  and so  f o r t h ?  

A. No, sir. Th i s  w a s  done by t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s .  
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Q Were you supposed t o  s e c u r e  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  
company? Is t h a t  what it was? 

T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q Did t h e r e  appear  t o  be  any vengeance i n  t h e  p l a toon?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a . l i t t l e  b i t ,  s i r .  

Q How about  t h e  rest  of  t h e  company? 

A. I cou ldn '  t say  about  the .  rest  of  t h e  company. 

Q Was Se rgean t  COX p r e t t y  w e l l  l i k e d  throughout  
t h e  company? 

A. I d o n ' t  know about  throughout  t h e  company, b u t  
throughout  t h e  p l a t o o n  h e  w a s .  

Q. O f  course  you had t h r e e  o t h e r  men wounded on t h a t  
day. 

T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q Do you have any r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Se rgean t  
COX'S d e a t h  had  any th ing  t o  do w i t h  t h e  3d Pla toon  n o t  b e i n g  
one of t h e  a s s a u l t i n g  p l a t o o n s ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q I ' l l  go ahead w i t h  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  a t  t h e  end 
of this series of  q u e s t i o n s ,  I ' m  going t o  p u t  a photo-
graph i n  f r o n t  of  you t o  t r y  t o  t r a c e  your  movement th rough  
My Lai ( 4 ) .  I unders tand  t h a t  you s t a t e d  t h a t  you w e r e  on 
one of t h e  l a s t  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q A s  you moved from t h e  l a n d i n g  zone i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
what w a s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  your  squad w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
o t h e r  t w o  squads  o f  t h e  p l a toon?  

A. You want t o  know where w e  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  a f t e r  
w e  got o u t  of  t h e  choppers?  Is t h a t  what you want t o  know? 
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Q.  I b e l i e v e ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  t e s t imony  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  the 3d P l a t o o n  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  t h e  
squads  on l i n e ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e  i f  w e  d i d  o r  n o t .  I c a n ' t  
remember. 

Q.  Laat I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  de te rmine  was, i f  t hey  w e r e  
on l i n e ,  which was on t h e  r i g h t ,  and which was on  t h e  l e f t ,  
an9 which w a s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s i r ,  what it was. 

Q .  How many dead c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  dead b o d i e s ,  d i d  you
s e e ?  

A. I t h i n k  around 35 o r  4 0 .  

Q. And how many did you see k i l l e d ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h r e e .  

Q.  Is t h a t  what you d e s c r i b e d  i n  your  C I D  s t a t e m e n t ?  

A. Yes , s i r .  

Q You d e s c r i b e d  someone k i l l i n g  two c h i l d r e n .  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q Who was t h a t ?  

A. T h i s  w a s  PFC T ' S O W A S ,  I b e l i e v e  sir.  

Q .  And why d i d  he k i l l  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  he  d i d  it more o r  less f o r  sym-
pathy because  t h e s e  k i d s  were a l r e a d y  wounded, and t h e y  
w e r e  b l e e d i n g  p r e t t y  bad ,  and t h e y  w e r e  a lmos t  dead,  and 
there w a s n ' t  nobody t h e r e  t h a t  was going t o  h e l p  them. 
So I t h i n k  he j u s t  more o r  less d i d  it f o r  sympathy. 

Q How d i d  they  appear  t o  have been wounded? 

A. They w e r e  a l r e a d y  s h o t  i n  t h e  arms and t h e i r  legs. 
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Q B u l l e t  wounds? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q Was t h i s  on t h e  n o r t h  o r  t h e  sou th  s i d e  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  O r  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ?  

A. No, t h i s  w a s  on t h e  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
This  was on a t r a i l .  I b e l i e v e  it was on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h e  choppers landed.  I b e l i e v e  
they landed on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  They d i d n ' t ?  

* 
Q W e ' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t  when we g e t  t o  t h e  photo-
graphs.  P o s s i b l y  we '11 h i g h l i g h t  t h e s e  t h ings  when w e  g e t  
a b e t t e r  l o c a t i o n  from a p i c t u r e .  I t h i n k  y o u ' l l  r e c a l l  it 
b e t t e r  when you s e e  something t h a t  you can.  What d i d  you 
h e a r  l a t e r  about  t h e  number of KIA? 

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  was t r u e  o r  n o t ,  b u t  t h e  
rumor going around w a s  200, I b e l i e v e ,  a t  t h e  t ime.  

Q Was t h i s  rumor a t t r i b u t e d  t o  C Company o r  t o  
Task Force Barker? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  what you
heard.  You see, two y e a r s  a f t e rwards ,  when you t h i n k  back on 
c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e s  t h a t  you hea rd ,  sometimes t h e y ' r e  misre-
p re sen ted  as t o  whether it w a s  i n  a  sma l l  v i l l a g e  o r ,  wi th  
two companies o p e r a t i n g ,  whether it was a Task Force Barker 
c a s u a l t y  or whether i t  w a s  C Company 's . 
A. No, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  it was j u s t  ou r  company 
o r  t h e  whole. 

Q - You c a n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. NO,  sir.  

Q - What about body count? What was t h e  procedure f o r  
body count i n  your  p la toon?  How w a s  it accumulated? 

A. I d o n ' t  have any i d e a ,  s ir .  
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Did you e v e r  r e p o r t  a dead body?Q .  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q O r  a dead VC? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q . Usual ly  t h e  squad l e a d e r  d i d  t h a t ?  

A. Either t h e  squad l e a d e r ,  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ,  o r  
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  

Q The count  was made by a squad l e a d e r  o r  up? * 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. 

Q Were you e v e r  asked a t  anytime i n  an o p e r a t i o n  
t o  count  any bod i e s?  

A. NO, s i r .  

Q D i d  you e v e r  h e a r  t h e  o r d e r  t o  cea se  f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q.  I t h i n k  you s a i d  t h a t  was somewhere about  t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q How about  an  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Stop  burn ing?  

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  e i t h e r ,  s i r .  

Q .But t h e  o r d e r  you hea rd  was t o  cea se  f i r e ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

Q. Where'd t h a t  o r d e r  come from? 

A. I t  came from Capta in  MEDINA. 

(POLSTON) 10 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-80 



F O R  OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

How do  you know? 

I w a s  around t h e  a r e a  when he t o l d  us .  

Q * I n  o t h e r  words, you were c l o s e  t o  Captain
MEDINA when he s e n t  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  ou t?  

A. Right ,  sir .  

Q Did he send t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  down by h o l l e r i n g
it o r  d i d  he g e t  on t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. On t h e  r a d i o ,  I b e l i e v e ,  s i r .  

Q. And you could hea r  i t ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q- Then, a t  t h a t  t ime you were nea r  t h e  company CP? 

A. R igh t ,  sir .  W e  were more o r  l e s s  moving through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h i s  t ime when he c a l l e d  t h e  cease  f i r e .  

Q Were you nea r  Captain  M E D I N A  t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  you 
were moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h e  e n t i r e  t ime ,  no. 

Q m  Do you remember CARTER be ing  wounded? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q With r e l a t i o n  t o  CARTER'S wound, was t h i s  o r d e r  
given b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Where w a s  t h e  mortar  p la toon?  

A. I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q a I want you t o  t r y  t o  t h i n k  very ha rd  now on t h i s  
q u e s t i o n  of CARTER'S wound because i t ' s  something t h a t  most 
people  seem t o  remember t h a t  happened i n  My La i  t h a t  can be 
f i x e d .  
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And I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  determine i f  Captain MEDINA s a i d  t h e  cease  
f i r e  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  CARTER was wounded. A s  we've been a b l e  
t o  determine,  CARTER was wounded somewhere around t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  reason I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  it 
w i t h  you because you make r e f e r e n c e  t o  somewhere around t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  There would have been two o r  t h r e e  
t h i n g s  going on a t  t h a t  t ime.  When he was wounded, t h e  com-
pany commander was wi th  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  company commander was wi th  
him a t  t h e  t i m e  he g o t  wounded. 

Q .  Negative.  But a s h o r t  t i m e  a f t e r  t h a t  he was wi th  
him? 

A. Yes, they brought  him around,  r i g h t .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, Captain  MEDINA was s t a n d i n g  
r i g h t  wi th  him a t  t h e  t ime b e f o r e  he was evacua ted ,  and he 
w a s  evacuated by a  dus to f f  s h i p ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a h o s p i t a l  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  b u t  probably a s l i c k .  And a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
occur red  i n  a f a i r l y  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  They d i d  occur  I 

i n  a s p e c i f i c  p l a c e  t h a t  people  seem t o  remember. And w e  
know what t ime it was. We b e l i e v e  w e  know what t i m e  it was. 
I t ' s  very impor tan t  t h a t  we f i x  t h e  t i m e ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  
from t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  You s e e ,  t h e  f i r s t  e lements  
h i t  t h e  l and ing  zone about 0 7 3 0 .  You probably came i n  about 
c l o s e r  t o  8 o ' c l o c k .  You were halfway through t h e  
v i l l a g e  about t h e  t ime t h a t  CARTER g o t  wounded. You can t e l l  
about  how long it took you t o  go t h a t  f a r .  And I ' m  a l s o  t r y -
i n g  t o  f i x  t h e  time of  Captain  M E D I N A ' s  o r d e r  t o  cease  f i r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q.  When d i d  you s e e  CARTER? Were you coming forward 
when you saw him? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Was Captain  MEDINA t h e r e  when you s a w  him? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  he was. 

(POLSTON) 12 APP T-80 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q - Do you know i f  Captain MEDINA had been fol lowing 
and come back o r  i f  he was t o  t h e  r e a r  moving forward 
when CARTER was wounded and MEDINA walked t o  h i s  loca-
t i o n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA was i n  t h e  r e a r  
coming towards the--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Towards where CARTER was wounded? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any h e l i c o p t e r s  l and ing  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of My L a i  ( 4 )  the day of t h e  16 th?  

A. W e l l ,  j u s t  t h e  d u s t o f f  i s  t h e  only  one. 

Q The dust o £f ?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q Is t h a t  t h e  only  one you saw land? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  o t h e r s  t o o ,  you know, t h e  s h i p s  
t h a t  brought  u s  i n .  

Q • Y e s ,  b u t  I mean--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Other t han  t h e  d u s t o f f ,  t h o s e  a r e  
t he  only ones  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  an o f f i c e r  o r  o f f i c e r s  from 
Task Force Barker o r  b r igade  headqua r t e r s  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  
day? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q. What k ind  of a commander was Captain  MEDINA? 

A. W e l l ,  I thought  he was a good commander, sir.  

Q. Did he have c o n t r o l  of t h e  company du r ing  t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  . 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  i f  he d i d  o r  n o t ,  sir. 
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Q. Did \ -ou s s e  any  menbers of t h e  N a t i o n a l  
F o l i c s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q You d i d n ' t ?  Did you s e e  any on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was a n y . t h e r e  
o r  n o t .  

Q I f  t h e y  had s h o t  someone i n  your  p r e s e n c e ,  
you would remember i t ,  w o u l d n ' t  you? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I would,  s i r .  

9 - Now I ' m  t a l k i n g  abou t  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  
who wore g r e y  un i fo rms ,  n o t  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e ,  ARVN 
m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e .  

A. R i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q And you would r e c a l l ,  I t h i n k ,  i f  you 
saw g r e y  uni forms o u t  t h e r e ,  w o u l d n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I s h o u l d .  

Q What w e r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  took  p l a c e  
on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  and on t h e  1 7 t h ,  and 
1 8 t h ,  as f a r  as C Company was concerned?  

A .  A f t e r  w e  moved o u t  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  , w e  
moved t o  a n o t h e r  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  know which one  
i t  was. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name. W e  s e a r c h e d  t h a t  
v i l l a g e  o u t .  There  was nobody t h e r e .  W e  found 
a few caves  w i t h  enemy p i s t o l  b e l t s ,  g r e n a d e s ,  and 
s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q .  T h a t  was on what  day? 

A. T h a t  was t h e  same d a y ,  t h e  1 6 t h .  

Q How a b o u t  t h e  1 7 t h ?  
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A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  what happened on 
those  days. 

Q- How about t h e  18 th?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember how many days w e  s t a y e d  
o u t .  

Q Do you remember a man be ing  wounded up 
on H i l l  85? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q That  w a s  t h e  17 th?  

A. Tha t  was t h e  17 th .  

Q. Do you remember moving down t o  t h e  r i v e r  
on t h e  sou th?  

A. I 'm t r y i n g  t o  p l ace  t h i s  r i v e r  y o u ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about .  

Q- Well,  i t ' s  a body of  wa te r ,  of course .  
I t ' s  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  r i v e r .  I t  could be confused 
wi th  t h e  c o a s t .  

A. W e l l ,  I know w e  moved a long  t h e  , c o a s t .  
That  one v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  second v i l l a g e  t h a t  we went 
t o  w a s  r i g h t  on t h e  c o a s t .  

Q Was t h a t  burned? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was, s i r ,  yes .  

Q. Did you cont inue  t o  burn v i l l a g e s  a s  
you moved sou th?  

A. Yes, s i r .  
j 

Q Then, when you burned a v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you 
burn it complete ly ,  o r  w a s  i t  s e l e c t i v e  burn ing  i n  
c e r t a i n  a r e a s  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know b e c a u s e ,  you know, 
o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  were b u r n i n a  t o o ,  and I d o n ' t  know 
i f  t h e y  burned e v e r y t h i n g .  

Q You ' re  s a y i n g  t h e  whole company? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s a y .  

Q - T h e r e ' s  a v i l l a g e  o v e r  on t h e  c o a s t  
named Co Lay ( 2 )  . Have you e v e r  h e a r d  of t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Co Lay ( 2 )  ? I b e l i e v e  I have ,, s i r .  

Q On t h e  1 6 t h  of  March, d i d  you h e a r  abou t  
any i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  o v e r  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Was t h e r e  ever an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a i l ,  s i r ,  no. 

Q Were you e v e r  q u e s t i o n e d  on i t ?  

A. I was i n  F o r t  Hood, by t h e  C I D .  

Q R i g h t ,  b e f o r e  t h a t ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q Not b e f o r e  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q Never q u e s t i o n e d ?  

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  you n o t  t o  s a y  
a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  

(POLSTON) 1 6  
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Q C a p t a i n  M E D I N A  n e v e r  told t h e  company
t h e r e  w a s  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  go ing  on? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q You n e v e r  h e a r d  him s a y  t h a t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  C Company towards  
t h e  Vietnamese peop le?  

A. I t h i n k  it,was p r e t t y  good, u s u a l l y ,  because  
any o t h e r  t i m e  w e  ' d  go th rough  a v i l l a g e ,  you know w e  
were  r e a l  f r i e n d l y  w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese.  

Q Never saw t h i s  s o r t  of  an o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e ?  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I n e v e r .  

A f t e r ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Have you e v e r  h e a r d  of  any of  C Company
p e r s o n n e l  r a p i n g  women on o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q What do you t h i n k  happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  
on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March t o  c a u s e  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o  
g e t  k i l l e d ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s a y ,  sir. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Do you t h i n k  it was t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  d o  
you t h i n k  it was revenge ,  t h e  . t y p e  of o p e r a t i o n ,  
o r  what? 

A. 1 d o n ' t  know what t h e y  had i n  t h e i r  minds,  
s i r .  
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Q I f  somebody says  s ea rch  and des t roy  t o  you, 
does t h a t  mean, go i n  us ing  reconnaissance hv f i r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Did you s e e  t h e  1st and 2d P la toons  move 
i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q When you landed ,  was t h e r e  much f i r e  
going on? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was, s i r .  

Q . Did you e v e r  see any enemy f i r e ?  

A. They r ece ived  some when t h e  f i r s t  s h i p s  
landed.  They r ece ived  some enemy f i r e  from t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  any? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q why do you t h i n k  t h i s  ma t t e r  wasn ' t  r epo r t ed?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I d o n ' t  have any i d e a .  

Q D i d  you e v e r  have any d e s i r e  t o  r e p o r t  
t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q You d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was anyth ing  wrong 
t h a t  happened on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  from what' you saw? 

A. Well ,  I 've never  seen people  k i l l e d  l i k e  
t h a t  be fo re .  

Q - D o  you t h i n k  t h a t  was r i g h t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

(POLSTON) 18 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-80 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  know what t h o s e  men 
had on t h e i r  minds when t h e y  d i d  i t .  I c o u l d n ' t  
s e e  d o i n g  t h a t .  

Q So most o f  th.e p e o p l e  you saw w e r e  a l r e a d y  
dead? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Based on t h a t ,  a m  I c o r r e c t  i n  s a y i n g
t h a t  you d i d n ' t  f e e l  it s h o u l d  b e  r e p o r t e d  because  
you d i d n ' t  have  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ?  

A. I c o u l d n l  t s a y ,  s i r .  

Q - W e l l ,  suppose y o u ' d  s e e n  1 0  o r  15  p e o p l e  
p u t  i n  a c i r c l e  and s h o t  d,own by M-16 f i r e  f o r  no 
a p p a r e n t  r e a s o n .  Would you have r e p o r t e d  t h a t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know i f  
I would o r  n o t .  

Q Had you e v e r  been on a m i s s i o n  where 
r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  by f i r e  was used b e f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q How many combat a s s a u l t s  d i d  you go on 
w h i l e  you w e r e  i n  Vietnam? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  Q u i t e  a few. 

Q. Did you e v e r  hop o u t  o f  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  
f i r i n g ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  no. 

Q Did you e v e r  go i n  when t h e  doorgunners  
w e r e  f i r i n g  a t  t h e  o b j e c t i v e ?  

A. A t  t h e  o b j e c t i v e ?  Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q .  Where was t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  it was s e v e r a l  p l a c e s .  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  where t h e y  w e r e  a t .  S e v e r a l  combat m i s s i o n s .  

Q .  I assume t h a t  doorgunners  w e r e n ' t  f i r i n g  
on t h i s  one? Your doorqunners?  

A. N o ;  n o t  o u r  doorgunners  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q Was t h e r e  any problem w i t h  m a r i j u a n a  
i n  C Company? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  what d i d  C Company do a f t e r  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  Did t h e y  go back t o  F i r e  Base D o t t i e  
and s t a y  t h e r e  f o r  a w h i l e ,  o r  d i d  t h e y  go r i g h t  out 
on a n o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  where w e  went a f t e r  t h a t ,  
s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  we went  back t o  D o t t i e  o r  
where w e  went t o .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q There  seemed t o  b e  no d i f f e r e n c e  o r  change
i n  your  methods and p r o c e d u r e s  o r  t h e  t y p e  of  operations 
which you conducted  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Did you s t a y  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  w e  d i d  o r  n o t ,  sir .  
W e  d i d  a l o t  o f  moving around o v e r  t h e r e .  

Q Did you see any gunsh ips  o p e r a t i n g  on 
t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  i f  t h e y  d i d  o r  n o t  
t h a t  day .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any? 
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A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  of any. 

Q None f i r i n g ,  anyway? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q - Do you remember H i l l  85? 

A. I t  sounds f a m i l i a r .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t s  and i n s t r u c t s  w i tnes s  
on i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of photographs and anno ta t ion  of 
t h e  a e r i a l  photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-1 ,  which, a f t e r  
anno ta t ion ,  w a s  of no va lue  and n o t  r ece ived  i n  
evidence.  ) 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1215 hours ,  
8 January 1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1245, 8 January 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: Sergeant  POLSTON has  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  
photographs and has  no ted  t h e  numbers of t h e  photo-
graphs which he r e c a l l s  i n  t h e  in format ion  log.  

Photo number 3 ( E x h i b i t  P - 3 )  i s  Se rgean t  PHU. 
Photographs 6 through 12 a l l  p e r t a i n  t o  CARTER'S wound. 
Photo number 6 shows him up a g a i n s t  a rock s t r u c t u r e .  Photo 
number 7 shows him bandaged, and he a l s o  has  h i s  helmet on. 
Photo number 8 shows him up a g a i n s t  a s t r u c t u r e  of some s o r t  
w i t h  h i s  helmet  on. C a p ~ a i nMEDINA i s  i n  t h e  background. 
Photo number 9 shows CARTER be ing  c a r r i e d .  The bandage i n  
number 7 d o e s n ' t  appear  t o  be a s  good a s  t h e  bandage i n  number 
8 and 9 ,  does i t ?  

A .  No, t h e  o t h e r  ones look b e t t e r .  

Q- I t  appears  t h a t  t h e  bandage i n  number 
7 was n o t  a p p l i e d  by a medic. The bandage i n  number 
8 appears  t o  be a b e t t e r  bandage, 8 and 9 bo th .  
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I n  photo  number 12 and number 11, one of t h e  men 
wi th  h i s  back t o  t h e  camera d o e s n ' t  have a  helmet  
on. 

P o i n t  number 1 is  t h e  LZ a r e a .  

P o i n t  number 2 i s  t h e  second squad pe r ime te r .  

P o i n t  number 3 i s  t h e  approximate a r e a  t h e  
squad s ea r ched  f o r  weapons. 

Se rgean t ,  do you have any f u r t h e r  t e s t imony  
t h a t  you cou ld  g i v e  us t h a t  might  h e l p  us i n  t h i s  
m a t t e r ,  any th ing  t h a t  we've over looked t h a t  you recall. 
I ' m  r e a l l y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t a l k i n g  about  any th ing  con-
c e r n i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  o r  supp re s s ion  
of  i n fo rma t ion  o r  any th ing  i n  t h a t  o r d e r .  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  covered a l r e a d y .  

COL WILSON: I ' d  l i k e  t o  a d v i s e  you t h a t  y o u ' r e  
o r d e r e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
excep t  i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  a s  
you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent 
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  cau t i oned  t h a t ,  
i f  you are s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of  Uni ted  
S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y ,  your  appearance  h e r e  i n  no way 
changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and e f f e c t  of t h a t  o r d e r .  
Have you had an o r d e r  i s s u e d  t o  you by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  y e t .  

COL WILSON: W e l l ,  i f  s o ,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has 
n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  c o n t e n t  of  t h a t  o r d e r .  I t  
d o e s n ' t  change it i n  any way. 

And I thank you ve ry  much f o r  coming. W e  
r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  it. They've g o t  t o  send  you up t o  

(POLSTON) 2 2  APP T-80 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 


OCLL b e f o r e  you l e a v e ,  and t h e n  I t h i n k  you can 
p r o c e s s  on o u t .  I ' l l  t a k e  you back d o w n s t a i r s  
though and t u r n  you o v e r  t o  t h e  f o l k s  down t h e r e .  
Th i s  h e a r i n g  i s  r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1255 h o u r s ,  
8 January  1970.)  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

dITNESS: RAYNOR, J a m e s  l i .  SFC 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY : 7 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF:  N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: ~ o i n e dTh i rd  P l a t o o n ,  C/1/20, A p r i l  1968 
a s  P l a t o o n  Se rgean t .  

1. DISCIPLINE OF C COMPANY. 

The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  C Company had no d i s c i p l i n e  
(pg.  3 ) .  A s  examples of t h i s  he  c i t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  
(1) a n  i n c i d e n t  i n  which t h e  men bought  cokes  from t h e  
Vietnamese a f t e r  be ing  o rde r ed  n o t  t o  d o  s o  (pg.  3 ) ;  
( 2 )  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  men had removed t h e  C 4  from t h e i r  
Claymore mines (pgs .  4 ,  31) ; ( 3 )  t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  t h e  men 
t o  c a r r y  equipment (pg.  5 ) ;  ( 4 )  t h e  language employed by 
t h e  e n l i s t e d  men when a d d r e s s i n g  o f f i c e r s  (pgs .  5 ,  33,  3 4 ) ;  
and ( 5 )  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  c a r r i e d  t r a n s i s t o r  r a d i o s  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  d e s p i t e  o r d e r s  n o t  t o  do s o  (pg.  3 1 ) .  F3iYNOR asked 
S e r g e a n t  COWEN abou t  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e ,  b u t  was t o l d  t h a t  it 
d i d  no good t o  complain t o  MEDINA a b o u t  it (pg.  6 ) .  The 
men d i d  n o t  p u t  o u t  s e c u r i t y  c o r r e c t l y  when i n  t h e  f i e l d  
and r e f u s e d  t o  s t a y  awake a t  n i g h t  ( pgs .  9 ,  1 0 ,  31, 34,  
35 ) .  A t  one  p o i n t  L i e u t e n a n t  JENSEN, t h e  o f f i c e r  who 
fo l lowed  Cap t a in  MEDINA i n  command, p u l l e d  a  .45  on men who 
r e f u s e d  t o  go on o u t p o s t s  (pg. 1 0 ) .  The men seemed t o  b e  
u n t r a i n e d  (pg. 1 2 ) .  The men employed very  l i t t l e  p e r s o n a l  
hyg iene  and looked t e r r i b l e  (pg. 3 5 ) .  RAYNOR r e c a l l e d  
an  i n c i d e n t  where t h e  men booed and f i r e d  s h o t s  a t  ~ i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel  BEERS, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, w h i l e  t h e  l a t t e r  was 
v i s i t i n g  t h e  company i n  t h e  f i e l d  (pgs .  13 ,  23 ,  32, 3 3 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  know of any p u n i t i v e  a c t i o n  t aken  a g a i n s t a n y  of  
t h e  men (pg.  15 )  . 
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2.  ATTITUDE OF THE MEN TOWARD CIVILIANS. 

The men boas ted  about  k i l l i n g  VC (pg. 18)  . They f e l t  
t h a t  by k i l l i n g  VC women and c h i l d r e n  no more VC would be 
c r e a t e d  (pg.  1 8 ) .  While he never s a w  t h e  men abuse 
Vietnamese women, he  heard  s t o r i e s  about  it (pgs .  16 ,  1 7 ) .  
He r e c a l l e d  a n  i n c i d e n t  where t h e  men dug up Vietnamese . 
graves  t o  look f o r  v a l u a b l e s  (pg. 38) . 
3 .  KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LA1 OPERATION. 

One of t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  t o l d  him of an i n s t a n c e  
where C Company had ga the red  c i v i l i a n s  i n  bunches and 
k i l l e d  them wi th  machinegun f i r e  (pg.  1 9 ) .  P r i v a t e s  
NERIA and GOODSON boas t ed  about  it (pgs.  20, 4 4 ) .  RAYNOR 
never  knew of an  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  ask ing  q u e s t i o n s  
about  an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  had taken  p l a c e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  
he  jo ined  t h e  company (pg. 2 0 ) .  He never  hea rd  about  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a f t e r  he moved t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  G3 s e c t i o n  
(pg. 42 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  d i s l i k e d  C/1/20 s o  i n t e n s e l y  t h a t  h e  
t r i e d  t o  g e t  a p r o f i l e  f o r  a bad l e g  and he  f i n a l l y  g o t  out 
of t h e  u n i t  a f t e r  f o u r  months (pg. 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  that 
h i s  bad a t t i t u d e  was due i n  p a r t  t o  fami ly  problems (pg.24).  
He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  men lacked conf idence i n  him because every-
one knew he  wanted t o  g e t  o u t  of the u n i t  (pg. 2 8 ) .  

b .  P r i v a t e  F i r s t  Class  GOODSON was one of t h e  wors t  
men i n  t h e  p l a toon  and a t  one p o i n t  l e f t  t h e  u n i t  w h i l e  it 
was on an o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  8 ,  4 0 ) .  

c .  The company was o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  about  one 
month of t h e  f o u r  months he was t h e r e  (pg. 2 1 ) .  

d .  He d i d  n o t  know of  a mari juana problem w i t h i n  the 
company (pg. 15) . 

e. The men r ece ived  a resupply  of c l e a n  f a t i g u e s  only 
t w i c e  t h a t  th.e w i t n e s s  could r e c a l l  (pg.  22) . However, 
they always had soda and b e e r  and they  g o t  t h e i r  m a i l  
(pg. 23 ) .  
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f. The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  MEDINA l i k e d  him be- 
c ause  h e  w a s  o u t  of  shape and unab l e  t o  c l imb a  h i l l  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  h e  went  o u t  on a n  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  company 
(pg. 1 7 ) . RAYNOR had t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b a s e  camp t h e  second 
o r  t h i r d  day o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  and h e  l a t e r  
apo log ized  t o  MEDINA a b o u t  it (pg.  2 7 ) .  

g. CALLEY's p l a t o o n  was t h e  b e s t  d i s c i p l i n e d  i n  t h e  
company because  i t  had a good p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  (pg.  3 4 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0845  h o u r s ,  7 February  
1970 .) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  order, 

KCDR: The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, COL 
FRANKLIN, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  S e r g e a n t  F i r s t  C l a s s  James 
H .  RAYNOR. 

(SFC RAYNOR w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn,  
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s : )  

W i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g r a d e ,  S o c i a l  Secur-
i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s t a t i o n ,  and b ranch  o f  s e r v i c e ?  

A. James H .  RAYNOR, , USARHAW NCO Academy, 
Army. 

MR WEST: S e r g e a n t  RAYNOR, have  you r e a d  E x h i b i t  M-57, which 
g i v e s  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose  o f  o u r  i n q u i r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- D o  you have  any q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  i t ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q- Have you r e c e i v e d  a n  o r d e r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judqe 
i n  t h e  case o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y  o r  U n i t e d  s t a t e s -
v. M i t c h e l l ?  T h i s  o r d e r  would have  t o  d o  w i t h  n o t  d i s c u s s i n q  
t e s t i m o n y  i n  t h e s e  c a s e s .  Have you r e c e i v e d  s u c h  a n  o r d e r ?  

A. N o .  

Q S e r g e a n t  RAYNOR, c o u l d  you t e l l  us y o u r  a s s ignment  
and your  o u t f i t  and s t a t i o n  d u r i n g - t h e  l a t t e r  pa r t  o f  ~ p r i l ,  
1968? 

A. I ' m  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  o f  t h e  d a t e ,  b u t  I j o i n e d  C 
Company i n  A p r i l .  I w a s  a p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  
3d P l a t o o n .  

1 
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Q.  Now, t h i s  i s  C h a r l i e  1/20? 

A. Right .  

Q Where was t h e  1/20 o p e r a t i n g  a t  tha-I- t ime? 

A. When I joined them it was s o  f a s t - - I  d i d n ' t  even 
p u t  my bags down. They j u s t  moved up--where d i d  I jo in  them? 
I t  w a s  only  a s h o r t  way from Duc Pho, and then  we moved up 
n o r t h  t o  LZ Ross. A t  t h e  t ime I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  remember. I 
was k ind  of l o s t  up t h e r e .  They were i n  t h e  middle of a r i c e  
paddy, and t h e  company had j u s t  come back from an ope ra t ion .  
I w a s n ' t  e x a c t l y  t o o  s u r e .  I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  f a r  from Duc Pho. 

Q Were you o p e r a t i n g  o u t  o f  an LZ then?  

A. No, they j u s t  came o f f  of s e c u r i n g  t h i s  h i l l .  They 
took t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  and found a l o t  of a r m s  and s t u f f  t h e r e ,  
l i k e  a h o s p i t a l  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  and they  w e r e  down i n  
a rice paddy where they j u s t  moved i n  b e f o r e  t hey  moved nor th ,  
and I joined them t h e r e .  

Q You must have r ep l aced  Sergeant  BUCHANON, t h e  p la -
toon s e r g e a n t  of  t h e  3d Pla toon? 

A. The one t h a t  was p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  was a c t i n g ,  and 
he w a s  an E-6, a S p a n i s h - - l e t ' s  s e e ,  a Spanish s e r g e a n t .  I 
d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h a t  long i n  t h e  company, because I h u r r i e d  up 
and made my way o u t .  

Q. Captain  MEDINA w a s  t h e  company commander? 

A. I n i t i a l l y ,  y e s .  

Q We were p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  having you come 
h e r e  t o  t e s t i f y  because of  r ead ing  your  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you 
gave t o  t h e  C I D  i n  which you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  
C h a r l i e  Company was n o t  t h e  b e s t .  

A.  T h a t ' s  t r u e ,  s i r .  

(RAYNOR) 2 
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Q .  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t e l l  us i n  y o u r  own words ,  and a s  
you r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  you found t h e r e  and your  exper -
i e n c e  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  company w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  and 
r e s p o n s i v e n e s s .  

A.  W e l l ,  I j o i n e d  t h e  u n i t - - t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  u n i t ,  
wa tch ing  i t  come i n  a t  t h e  LZ i n  t h e  a r e a - - i t  l ooked  l i k e  a 
s a d  shape  f o r  a combat u n i t  t o  l o o k  l i k e  t h a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when 
t h e  u n i t  had  o n l y  been i n  combat a s h o r t  t ime .  T h i s  l e d  up 
from one t h i n g  t o  a n o t h e r ,  b u t  anyway, t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I saw 
w a s  t h e  u n i t  d i d n ' t  have  no d i s c i p l i n e .  The company commander, 
f o r  example,  C a p t a i n  MEDINA formed a p e r i m e t e r  i n  t h e  LZ and 
gave t h e  o r d e r  o u t  t h a t  none o f  t h e s e  boys w i t h  cokes  and 
s t u f f  would b e  p e r m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  d e f e n s i v e  a r e a .  

Q I d i d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t .  

A.  W e l l ,  w e  were a l l  i n  a d e f e n s e  w a i t i n g  f o r  o r d e r s  
t o  move n o r t h ,  and ,  f o r  example,  t h e s e  Vietnamese boys a r e  
o u t  t h e r e  s e l l i n g  cokes  and s t u f f ,  and h e  gave t h e  o r d e r  o u t ,  
f o r  example,  n o t  t o  buy any cokes  and k e e p  them o u t  o f  t h e  
a r e a .  Nobody l i s t e n e d .  Everybody went o u t  and g e t s  t h e  boys 
and a f t e r  h e  p u t  o u t  t h e  o r d e r .  I ' m  w a t c h i n g  t h i s .  Tha t  ' s  
t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  s t a r t e d  o f f .  Then g o i n g  out--we went on 
a sweep o f  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  p l a t o o n  I was w i t h .  P e o p l e  w e r e  
w h i s t l i n g ,  t a l k i n g ,  b u l l - s h i t t i n g  around.  W e  s t o p p e d ,  and 
everybody g o t  i n  one bunch. There  was no combat o r g a n i z a t i o n  
t o  my o p i n i o n .  I n e v e r  s e e n  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  i n  my l i f e ,  
and I t o l d  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  who j u s t  came from Headquar te r s  
Company, and  h e  t o  took o v e r  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  and h e  was a f i n e  l i e u  
t e n a n t .  T h a t ' s  one .  One t h i n g  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r .  W e l l ,  I had 
a  bad a t t i t u d e  g o i n g  down t o  t h e  u n i t ,  ' c a u s e  t h a t  was my t h i r d  
t ime i n  Vietnam, and I c o u l d n ' t  see myself  b e i n g  back i n  a 
l i n e  u n i t .  The o n l y  r e a s o n  I went back t o  Vietnam i s  t h a t  my 
w i f e  was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  w i t h  TB i n  Tachikawa, J a p a n .  I went 
t o  Vietnam, and I f i g u r e d  I s h o u l d  be  back i n  some h e a d q u a r t e r s  
someplace somewhere o f f  t h e  l i n e .  

Q Before  you g e t  away from t h a t ,  now, I u n d e r s t a n d  
y ~ uhad two t o u r s  i n  Korea and two i n  Vietnam b e f o r e  t h i s .  
Now, had you been i n  l i n e  o u t f i t s  and i n  combat a11  o f  t h o s e  
t o u r s .  
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A.  My f i r s t  t o u r  i n  Vietnam was a MACV ass ignment .  
My second t o u r  was p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  w i t h  t h e  2/35 of  t h e  
2 5 t h  Div i s ion .  

Q You saw a good b i t  of a c t i o n  then?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- How about  i n  Korea? 

A. A l l  t h e  t i m e  i n  Korea. 

Q You w e r e  i n  combat a l l  t h e  t ime?  

A. Y e s .  

Q So t h a t  you had a good b i t  of  background i n  t h e  
l i n e  i n  combat? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Go ahead and con t inue .  

A. A f t e r  watching t h a t  i n c i d e n t  back t h e r e  and t h e  
move back in--we had t o  c a r r y  some g e a r .  You know, w e  a l l  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  combat s o l d i e r  i n  Vietnam carries t o o  much, 
i n  my op in ion ,  t h e y  c a r r y  t o o  much unnecessary  g e a r .  But 
you have t o  c a r r y ,  f o r  example, your  c laymores ,  t r i p  f l a r e s ,  
and t h e  s t u f f  t h a t  w i l l  a i d  t o  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of a u n i t .  For  
example, I i n s p e c t e d  t h e  c laymores ,  and they  took t h e  C 4  o u t  
of  t h e  claymores.  They w e r e  j u s t  c a r r y i n g  t h e  claymores a s  
a f r o n t .  T r i p  f l a r e s - - t h e y  wou ldn ' t  c a r r y  t r i p  f l a r e s .  Now, 
t h e  l i e u t e n a n t - - I  c a n ' t  remember t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ' s  name. 

Q They had a L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS. 

A. R igh t ,  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS. H e  was my p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r .  Th i s  is  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g .  I w a s  j u s t  look ing  around,  
and I guess  I had n o t  assumed command as p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ,  
and I was j u s t  obse rv ing  t h e  u n i t ,  and a guy threw t h e  equip-
ment down and s a i d ,  " I 'm n o t  going t o  c a r r y  it. " 

"You c a r r y  i t . "  I'm watch ing  t h i s .  What is  t h i s ?  
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Q - Who was he  t a l k i n g  t o ?  

A .  H e  was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  Somebody 
else p icked  t h e  equipment up, b u t  t h e  i d e a  of f a c t  i s  t h e  
guys r e f u s e d  t o  c a r r y  equipment, and t h i s  i s  t h e  way I look 
a t  it. I d o n ' t  know what k ind  of mi l i t a ry - -where  t hey  g e t  
t h a t  k ind  of d i s c i p l i n e  I would never  know, b u t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  
took it. Th i s  e n t e r e d  my mind, and I s a i d ,  "What k ind  of u n i t  
a m  I i n ? "  Guys won' t c a r r y  g e a r  and won ' t c a r r y  f l a r e s . They 
won ' t  c a r r y  claymores.  No e n t r e n c h i n g  t o o l s ,  and one t h i n g  
a f t e r  ano the r .  

So w e  moved o u t  f r o m t h e r e ,  and w e  noved up n o r t h .  
I w a s n ' t  i n  t h e  b e s t  of  shape a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  ' c ause  I had been 
i n  a t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  f o r  14 months, and a l l  I was working was 
about  12 hours  a  week, and I was i n  poor p h y s i c a l  shape.  W e  
climbed t h i s  one b i g  h i l l ,  which made m e  s i c k ,  t o  t e l l  you t h e  
t r u t h .  I t h i n k  t o  myse l f ,  I ' m  n o t  supposed t o  a c t  l i k e  t h i s ,  
and I s a y s ,  w e l l ,  w i t h  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e  u n i t  as bad as 
t h i s ,  I s a i d ,  I ' m  go ing  t o  g e t  o u t  of  t h i s  u n i t ,  and I ' m  go ing  
t o  t r y  my b e s t .  Now, t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  way a noncommissioned 
o f f i c e r  shou ld  t a k e  t h i s  s h i t ;  g e t  o u t  t h e r e  and t r y  t o  
s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  I found o u t  that - - f rom t h e  
o t h e r  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s ,  which w e r e  two o t h e r  E-7's the re - -
t h e n  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  o t h e r  E-7 's  t h e r e ,  and I t o l d  them, " L e t ' s  
s t a r t  o r g a n i z i n g  t h i s  u n i t  h e r e . "  Now, t h e  weapons p l a t o o n ,  
which L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY took over  a s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  w a s  t h e  
b e s t  p l a t o o n  i n  t h e  company, from what I cou ld  see, i n  d i s c i -  
p l i n e .  Tha t  1st P l a toon ,  I never  s een  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  i n  
my l i f e ,  t h e  way t h e y  t a l k e d  t o  o f f i c e r s .  R igh t  i n  t h e  open, 
f o r  example, "Hey, l i e u t e n a n t ,  what  you do ing  a t  10 o ' c l o c k ? "  

"Cause I ' m  ready f o r  a  blow job. " 

S t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  and t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  was k i n d  of a 
feminine  l i e u t e n a n t ,  l ook ing  anyway, s o  he laughed and g i g g l e d  
and a l l  t h a t  s t u f f .  

Q . Who was t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know who t h e  1st P l a toon  l i e u t e n a n t  was. 
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Q .  T h i s  was n o t  CALLEY. I t  was a f t e r  CALLEY? 

A.  No, CALLEY was t h e  Weapons P l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  He went 
from t h e  2d and took  o v e r  t h e  Weapons P l a t o o n .  Whatever t h e  
1st P l a t o o n  l e a d e r ' s  name was, i t  k i n d  of s u r p r i s e d  m e .  I 
s a i d ,  boy,  t h i s  i s  some u n i t .  O f f i c e r s  t a l k  l i k e  t h a t ,  and .... 
Q Was S e r g e a n t  COWAN t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. COWALV was t h e - - I  t h i n k  h e  was. A c o l o r e d  s e r g e a n t .  

Q H e  had  t h e  1st P l a t o o n  i n  mid-March a t  l e a s t ?  

A.  MITCHELL was a  squad  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  1st  P l a t o o n .  

Q F i r s t  s q u a d ,  r i g h t ?  

A.  One day I g o t  w i t h  t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ,  and I 
asked him, "What ' s  g o i n g  on h e r e ?  You a i n '  t g o t  no d i s c i p l i n e . "  
The f i r s t  t h i n g  h e  t o l d  m e  was t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  it was when they  
l e f t  Hawaii ,  and t h e  way I look  a t  i t ,  it a l l  i n v o l v e s  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  you go i n t o  b e f o r e  you go i n t o  combat. When they  l e f t  
Hawaii t h e y  g o t  a l o t  o f  men i n  which was n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  un i t - -
i n  o t h e r  words ,  r ep lacements  came i n  r e a l  q u i c k  l i k e  b e f o r e  
t h e y  deployed.  

Q.  Men who had n o t  t r a i n e d  w i t h  t h e  u n i t ?  

A.  R i g h t .  So when t h e y  g o t  t o  Vietnam, t h e y  s a i d  
C a p t a i n  MEDINA was p r e t t y  good back i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  when he 
was i n  command. But when t h e y  g o t  t o  Vietnam t h e  men took--I 
c a n ' t  remember a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t s ,  b u t  t h e  guys w e r e  t e l l i n g  me 
about- - the  s e r g e a n t  was t e l l i n g  me where t h e y  would t a k e  peop le  
t o  t h e  company commander, and t h e  company commander chewed them 
o u t .  C a p t a i n  MEDINA chewed them o u t ,  and from t h e n  on none of  
t h e  o f f i c e r s  o r  t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s  would t a k e  a man i n  f r o n t  
of  t h e  c a p t a i n .  They s a i d  it w o u l d n ' t  do no good. H e  chewed 
you o u t ,  and it was up t o  you t o  s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  
From t h e  p e o p l e  I saw when I went i n  t h e  u n i t ,  f o r  example,  I 
even p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  I s a i d  I was g o i n g  t o  c o u r t -
m a r t i a l  f i r s t .  I even p o i n t e d  them o u t .  I t o l d  t h e s e  r i n g -
l e a d e r s  t h a t  I had i n  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  which was one PFC, I t o l d  
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him, "I 'm go ing  t o  run you o u t . "  I t  seemed l i k e  he  was run-
n ing  t h e  p l a t o o n s ,  and t h e  s e r g e a n t s  was fo l l owing  him. I 
never  s een  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  i n  my l i f e ,  s o  I t r i e d  t o  p u t  
a s t o p  t o  this, b u t  none of  t h e  s e r g e a n t s  wanted t o  t a k e  any--
s o  I s a i d  I w a s n ' t  going t o  s t a y  i n  t h i s  u n i t .  I had a bad 
l e g  anyway, and I neve r  complained about  i t  b e f o r e  i n  my Army 
c a r e e r  b e f o r e ,  s o  I s a i d ,  "Well,  I ' m  going t o  p l a y  my l e g  up." 
I never  d i d  t h a t  b e f o r e  i n  my Army c a r e e r ,  b u t  I wanted o u t  
of t h e  u n i t ,  and n o t  only  because  my w i f e  was s i c k  w i t h  TB 
and I w a s  k ind  of angry b e i n g  down t h e r e ,  b u t  a u n i t  l i k e  t h a t ,  
I wou ldn ' t  be  proud of it. I was s i c k  of  it, s o  I d i d  my b e s t  
t o  g e t  o u t  of  i t ,  which t h e y  f i n a l l y  g o t  m e  o u t  a f t e r  a l o t  of  
complaints  . 
Q. How long  were you w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. Four months, s ir .  

Q You s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  3d P l a toon  a l l  o f  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Off and on going down t o  he h o s p i t a l  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
a p r o f i l e .  I never  was s u c c e s s f u l ,  though. A guy t o l d  m e  t h e  
only  way you g e t  a p r o f i l e  i s  t o  b r eak  your  l e g ,  and I asked 
him, "How do I break  my l e g ? "  And h e  t o l d  m e ,  " J u s t  f a l l  down, 
and maybe you w i l l  b reak  your  l e g .  " I never  d i d  g e t  one. I t ' s  
j u s t  t h e  i d e a  of f a c t  t h a t  I wanted o u t  of t h e  u n i t ,  because  
the u n i t ,  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  was t h e  s o r r i e s t  u n i t  I had been i n  i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s  Army, and I ' v e  been i n  many good u n i t s .  

Q. Did you make some e f f o r t s  t o  i n s t i l l  some d i s c i p l i n e  
i n  t h e  p l a toon?  

A. Huh? 

Q Did you make some e f f o r t s  t o  t r y  t o  i n s t i l l  some 
d i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e  p l a toon?  

A .  Y e s .  I t r i e d  i t ,  and it s t a r t e d  working o u t  p r e t t y  
good. I g o t  r i d  of some o f  t h e  r i n g l e a d e r s ,  and it s t a r t e d  
s t r a i g h t e n i n g  up, ' c ause  I had one squad l e a d e r  t h e r e  a l s o  
t h a t  was an  i n s t a n t  NCO, t o o .  H e  was p r e t t y  good i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  
b u t  h i s  l a c k  of d i s c i p l i n e - - h e  was a f r a i d  t o  te l l - -
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Se rgean t  LOPEZ was t h e  p l a t o o n
s e r g e a n t ?  

A. H e  was t h e  a c t i n g  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  when I g o t  t h e r e .  

Q. The p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  f o r  t h e  2d P l a toon  was BUCH-
ANON? 

A. BUCHANON, r i g h t .  

Q On t h i s  c h a r t  y o u ' l l  s e e  some names of t n e  men i n  
t h e  3d P la toon .  T h i s  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a complete l i s t .  We've 
t a l k e d  t o  q u i t e  a few of  them. Now, a s  you know, w e  a r e  q u i t e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what happened a t  My La1 ( 4 )  on t h e  16 th  of March. 
These men w e r e  p r e s e n t  on 16 March. Can you f i n d  t h e  name of 
t h e  man who was t h e  r i n g l e a d e r  you s a i d ?  

How about  MCDONALD? 

A. No. 

Q - WEST? 

A. No, n o t  WEST. WEST was one of my f i r e  team l e a d e r s .  
I n  f a c t ,  he  was one of my squad l e a d e r s  l a t e r .  

Q MCDONALD? 

A. No, MCDONALD was a n o t h e r  one. H e  w a s n ' t  t o o  s t r a c ,  
e i t h e r .  T h i s  was my op in ion  a f t e r  look ing  ove r  t h e  u n i t .  
H e r e ' s  one o f  t h e  t roublemakers  r l g h t  h e r e .  

GOODSON. T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  man I s a i d  I was going 
t o  c o u r t - m a r t i a l .  One day i n  t h e  f i e l d  he t o l d  t h e  company 
commander, "Goodbye," and he walked o f f .  H e  s a i d  h e  would 
make it back t o  h i s  own l i n e s  h imse l f .  W e  w e r e  on LZ Ross. 
T h a t ' s  how s t u p i d  h e  was. They found him--not a s p e c i a l  f o r ce  
u n i t ,  b u t  a Vietnamese u n i t  commanded by a C I D G ,  o r  whatever 
you c a l l  it. They found him h i d i n g  i n  t h e r e  and c ry ing .  'Then 
he  ~ a m eback t o  ou r  a r e a  and b o a s t i n g  because  h e  made it  back 
t o  t h e  l i n e  h i m s e l f .  T h a t ' s  t h e  k ind  of  pe rson  he is.  H e  
w a s  one of  t h e  t roublemakers  i n  t h i s  p l a toon .  
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PENDLETON, he j u s t  came back from t h e  h o s p i t a l  
from be ing  wounded, and he was p r e t t y  bad and p r e t t y  angry 
f o r  be ing  i n  t h e  u n i t  anyway a f t e r  be ing  i n  t he  h o s p i t a l .  
He's n o t  on h e r e ,  t h e  one t h a t  I cons idered  t h e  r i n g l e a d e r .  

Q W e  have some more names, and you can look a t  them 
l a t e r .  

A. I t r l e d  t o  g e t  them a l l  t o g e t h e r ,  and I d i d  p r e t t y  
good. I f i g u r e d  t h a t  it was going t o  t a k e  t ime ,  b u t  r e a l l y  
what was t h e  downfa l l ,  wnen we g o t  back t o  base  camp we were 
going t o  have an awards ceremony, and t h e  c a p t a i n  a t  t he  t ime 
t h a t  took over  t h e  company--I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  
name. He took over  t h e  company. He was i n  De l t a  Company as  
a  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  and he took over  t h e  company and made cap-
t a i n .  H e  p u t  o u t  t h e  o r d e r ,  f o r  example, t o  t a k e  t h e  t o i l e t  
paper o f f  t h e  helmets  and t a k e  t h e  mosquito r e p e l l a n t  o f f  and 
t a k e  t h e  towels  o f f  and b louse  your  t r o u s e r s  and eve ry th ing  
of t h i s  s o r t ,  and i t  was an awards ceremony. I g o t  my p la -
toon t o  do t h i s  and t o  show you t h e  lack  of d i s c i p l i n e - - I  
d o n ' t  know i f  it i n v o l v e s - - i t ' s  n o t  only  t h a t  u n i t .  There 
a r e  more u n i t s  t h e r e  now, because t h e r e  i s  no d i s c i p l i n e .  
Okay, w e  l i n e d  them up. I l i n e d  up my p l a toon  and s t a r t e d  
g i v i n g  them some normal t h i n g s  t o  d r e s s  them up. They had 
none of t h a t  s t u f f  on, b u t  t h e  o t h e r  p l a toons  f e l l  o u t  j u s t  
t he  o p p o s i t e ,  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  of  what t h e  o r d e r  was. My 
me11 s a w  t h i s ,  and l a t e r  on a f t e r  t h e  format ion  t h e  squad 
l e a d e r s  came up t o  m e  and s a i d ,  "Sergeant  RAYNOR, t he  men w i l l  
no t  do anyth ing  you t e l l  them anymore because t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  
p l a toons  f e l l  o u t  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e . "  The men d i d n ' t  have 
enough e s p r i t  de corps  i n  t h e i r  u n i t .  They s e e  one p l a toon  
doing it, and they want t o  know why they  c a n ' t .  I brought  it 
up many t i m e s  t o  t h e  company commander. 

Out i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  f o r  example, every man i n  t h e  
company went t o  s l e e p .  The excuse they gave m e  was, " I f  
C h a r l i e  h i t s ,  he is  going t o  g e t  th rough ,  and he may k i l l  
somebody, b u t  by t h a t  t i m e  t h e  rest of us w i l l  be awake and 
a l e r t  and ready t o  f i r e . "  So everybody went t o  s l e e p .  The 
company commander was t h e  b i g g e s t  o f f ende r .  H e  was t h e  f i r s t  
Gne t o  pu t  t h a t  poncho over  him. That  was a t  7 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  
evening. He was t h e  f i r s t  man t o  p u t  t h e  poncho on and s t a r t  
s l e e p i n g ,  and everyone e l s e  s t a r t e d  s l e e p i n g .  No claymores,  
no t r i p  f l a r e s .  No en t r ench ing  t o o l s .  

( RAYNOR) 
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Q Did t h e y  b o t h e r  t o  p u t  o u t  s e c u r i t y ?  

.A. They p u t  o u t  s e c u r i t y ,  b u t  I found o u t  t h e y  a i n ' t  
go ing  where they  a r e  supposed t o  go.  I checked them one t ime 
and found them o n l y  abou t  100 meters from t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  o r  
something l i k e  t h a t .  They p u t  them o u t ,  b u t  r e g a r d l e s s  of  
you p u t t i n g  them o u t ,  i f  I was t h e  enemy I watch  you p u t  o u t  
someone o u t  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  have  t o  go  th rough  t h a t  one a r e a .  
I t ' s  wide open.  I n  some a r e a s  you can go i n  a b o u t  t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s .  Each p l a t o o n  p u t  o u t  one a m u s h ,  and 
I am n o t  s u r e  i f  t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  p u t  o u t  any l i s t e n i n g  
p o s t s ,  b u t  r e g a r d l e s s  of  t h e  f a c t ,  y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  have  some-
body a l e r t  on  t h e  l i n e .  I b r o u g h t  t h i s  many t i m e s  t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  commanders t h a t  I ' v e  had ,  t h r e e  o f  them: 
C a p t a l n  MEDINA and t h i s  o t h e r  o n e ,  L i e u t e n a n t  JENSEN, I t h i n k  
it w a s ,  and a c a p t a i n  who took  o v e r  from him. L i e u t e n a n t  
JENSEN cou ldn '  t d o  a n y t h i n g  w i t h  them, b e c a u s e  some p e o p l e  
even r e f u s e d  t o  go  on o u t p o s t s .  H e  p u l l e d  o u t  a .45 ,  I t h i n k ,  
and he g o t  r e l i e v e d .  Tha t  u n i t  i s  bad.  

Q Did h e  g e t  r e l i e v e d  o v e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. W e l l ,  h e  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  anymore a s  commander, s o  I 
imagine  h e  g o t  r e l i e v e d .  H e  p u l l e d  a . 4 5  on one o f  them t o  
g e t  them t o  go o u t .  

I f e l t  l o s t  i n  t h i s  u n i t ,  and t h e  way t h a t  I look 
a t  ~ t ,it  was t h e  h l g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s '  f a u l t .  Not i n q t i l l i n g  
t h i s  u n i t  and n o t  enough t i m e  back a t  camp. They had  nowhere 
t o  go. Always k e p t  them o u t  on t h e s e  LZ ' s ,  and t h e  men never  
had  a change of  c l o t h i n g .  Nobody e v e r  wanted them t o  shave  
o r  had t i m e  t o  shave .  I n s t i l l i n g  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h i s  u n i t .  
I t  was a l l  t h e  h i g h e r  commanders ' f a u l t ,  i n  my o p i n i o n .  

Q. Dur ing  y o u r  4 months w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company, how 
much of  t h a t  t i m e  was s p e n t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. Not v e r y  much, ' c a u s e  I was t r y i n g  t o  make my way 
o u t  of  it. A t  t h e  m o s t ,  a b o u t  a month o r  a month and one-ha l f -

Q - During t h a t  t i m e ,  how much was Lhe company i n  t h e  
f i e l d ?  

( RAYNOR) 10 
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A.  A l l  t h e  t i m e .  The company s t a y e d  o u t  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  
I n  f a c t ,  t hey  h a v e n ' t  been i n t o  t h e  ba se  camp i n  over  a  y e a r .  
Not o v e r  a  y e a r ,  b u t  s i n c e  they  a r r i v e d  i n  November, I t h i n k ,  
t h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  they  had been b a c ~a t  camp, and t h a t  was 
i n  May o r  J u n e  t hey  w e r e  back i n  camp. S c  they  were o u t  a l l  
t h i s  t i m e .  

Q What camp a r e  you t a l k i n g  about?  

A. The b a s e  camp a t  Duc Pho. Of c o u r s e ,  it was t o o  
sma l l  f o r  them t o  come back anyway u n t i l  they  s t a r t  doing--
they  could  move from t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  one company back 
a t  a t i m e .  

Q How long  d i d  they  s t a y  i n ?  

A. Three  days .  

Q - . Then back o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. I w a s n ' t  go ing  o u t  w i t h  them, b u t  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  no 
l a c k  of commitment. I had a temporary p r o f i l e ,  b u t  I took t h e  
u n i t  o u t  anyway, ' cause  they  d i d n ' t  have no N C O ' s ,  and I s a i d  
t o  t h e  company commander t h a t  I would t a k e  them o u t  even w i t h  
a  temporary 3' ( p r o f i l e )  . I was v i o l a t i n g  it anyway, b u t  I 
took them o u t ,  because  they  had no l e a d e r s .  I f e l t  s o r r y  f o r  
t h e  commander, and even w i t h  m e  o u t  t h e r e  t h e  u n i t  was no 
b e t t e r .  The d i s c i p l i n e  was gone, t h e  e s p r i t  de  co rps  was 
gone, e v e r y t h i n g  was gone. Nobody worked t o g e t h e r .  

V Did t h i s  n i g h t  s e c u r i t y  s i t u a t i o n  of s l e e p i n g  on 
p o s t  and everybody s l e e p i n g  e x i s t  th roughout  t h e  4 months t h a t  
you w e r e  w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. I t  neve r  changed? 

A. I d o n ' t  know about  t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s ,  b u t  when I 
t 2 ~ k e dt o  t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ,  you know, w e  t a l k e d  ove r  
o u r  t r o u b l e s ,  and t hey  seemed l i k e  t o  say  t h a t  it was t h e  s a m e  
t h i n g .  You know, t hey  a o n ' t  g i v e  a damn. 
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Q .  A f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  when 
you had t h e  award ceremony, and t h e  squad l e a d e r s  came and 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  men w e r e n ' t  going t o  obey your o r d e r s  any more, 
what happened a f t e r  t h a t  r e g a r d i n g  d i s c i p l i n e ?  D i d  you have 
any real t r o u b l e s  w l t h  them? 

A. No. 1 took them o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d .  A t  t h e  t i m e  I took 
them o u t  I was t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  because  they  d i d n ' t  have no 
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS had some k i n d  of a sick-
n e s s ,  s o  I took t h e  p l a t o o n  o u t  and LOPEZ went o v e r  t o  t n e  
1s t  P l a toon  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  1st P l a toon  as p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t .  
So I took them o u t  and I never  had t h a t  much t r o u b l e  w i t h  
them a f t e r  I g o t  them o u t .  I t  w a s  n o t  a u n i t  t r a i n e d  f o r  
combat. I t  proved i t s e l f  o u t  l a t e r  when they  s t a r t e d  hav- 
i n g  r o t a t i o n  and t hey  took t h i s  u n i t  o u t  when I went t o  G 3 .  
They took t h i s  u n i t  o u t  by Quang Ngai and i t  g o t  i t s  ass 
whlpped and t hey  had t o  p u l l  them o u t .  I t  was a s o r r y  u n i t .  

D e l t a  Company had 15  people  r e f u s i n g  t o  go o u t  I n  
t h e  f i e l d  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  because  one man i n  t h e  De l t a  
Company--now, t h i s  goes frorri b a t t a l i o n  because  t h e y  w e r e  p r e t t y  
t o g e t h e r ,  t h e s e  c o l o r e d  peop le  were p r e t t y  w e l l  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  
and he  g o t  a $45.00  f i n e  on then1 f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  go t o  t h e  
f i e l d  and you can see how it happened. One t h i n g  a f t e r  t h e  
o t h e r  and t h e  o t h e r  company s t a r t e d  h e a r i n g  it;. and one guy, 
a c o l o r e d  boy, r e f u s e d  t o  go t o  t h e  f i e l d  and he w a s  a s s o c i a t -
i n g  w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d s  i n  D e l t a  Company. I n  f a c t ,  w e  had t h r e e  
peop le  r e f u s e  t o  go t o  t h e  f i e l d  s t a r t i n g  o f f  i n  t h e  company. 
One s t a r t e d  i n  my p l a t o o n  j u s t  because  of D e l t a  Company. 

The b a t t a l l o n  as a  whole was a  s o r r y  b a t t a l i o n ,  
t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  o t h e r  N C O ' s  I n  t h e  b a t t a i i o n .  I t  was a l l  t h e  
way down t h e  l i n e .  I ' v e  s een  combat u n i t s  and I ' v e  been i n  
them a l l ,  w e l l ,  n o t  a l l ,  b u t  I ' v e  s een  u n i t s  good and bad b u t  
this--there was no t r a i n i n g  and nobody knew what t o  do. They 
h a v e n ' t  s een  any a c t i o n .  They only  saw minor,  f o u r  o r  f i v e  
men VC o r  something of t h i s  s o r t  s o  t hey  w e r e  l a x .  Maybe i f  
they  s e e n  some heavy a c t i o n  I cou ld  have straightened them o u t ,  
b u t  t hey  d i d n ' t  see nobody s o  t hey  c o u l d n ' t  see no r ea son  f o r  
c a r r y i n g  t r i p  f l a r e s  o r  t h i s  o r  any th ing  t h a t  would a i d  t o  t h e  
s e c u r i t y  of t h e  unit. I n  f a c t ,  one t i m e  we on ly  had one c lay-
more i n  t h e  p l a toon .  I went up t o  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS and s a i d ,  
"These peop l e  need some claymores and s t u f f . "  
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"They d o n ' t ' n e e d  it up h e r e .  C h a r l i e  i s  n o t  
going t o  come." They would say t h a t  by going on t o p  of 
t h e  h i g h e s t  h i l l  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  evening you would be a b l e  
t o  f i g h t  t h e  enemy. By t h e  t ime you g e t  up t h e r e  t h e r e  
i s  only about  enough room for  a p l a toon  i n s t e a d  of--wel l ,  
t h e  company was n o t  very b i g  anyway. I t  was only  about 
95 t o  1 0 0  when we was o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  sometimes 
and maybe l e s s .  S t i l l ,  it was j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  t o  t h e  
way *hat I look a t  t a c t i c s .  Anyway, t h e r e  was no a isci-
p l i n e  and I j u s t  wanted o u t  of t h e  u n i t  and I g o t  ou t .  I 
t o l d  them e i t h e r  l e t  m e  o u t  of t h e  u n i t  o r  I am going t o  
w r i t e  t o  General  WESTMORELAND cause General  WESTMORELAND 
knows m e  and twice  i n  Vietnam he--he saw me once i n  MACV 
and ano the r  t ime  when he came t o  t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ' s  
ceremony up t h e r e  i n  t h e  2/35. I was going t o  w r i t e  t o  
him and s a y ,  "Get me o u t  of h e r e .  This  i s  my t h i r d  t r i p  
over  h e r e .  This  i s  a s o r r y  u n i t .  Get me o u t  of he re . "  
I ' m  going t o  w r i t e  somebody and they  g o t  r i d  of m e .  

Q. What about v i s i t s  from b a t t a l i o n  o r  b r igade?  D i d  
you g e t  many people  down t o  s e e  your o u t f i t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

h-1 
A. Y e s .  I remember t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander came down 

d .  one t i m e ,  Colonel  BEERS. They booed hlm. I n  f a c t ,  I know 
one t i m e  t h a t  w e  were o u t  t h e r e  and h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  landed 
a u r i n g  an o p e r a t i o n  and they  say  VC f i r e d  a t  hint. That  w a s n ' t  

c VC f i r e .  Tha t  came from our  own u n i t .  I know darn s u r e  t h a t  
Plj, came from our  u n i t .  I t  c o u l d n ' t  have been no VC pop o u t  of 
-OJ t h e  ground r i g h t  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  There was one p l a -

toon r i g h t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and I know f o r  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  men f l r e d  
a t  him. When he came i n  t hey  s t a r t e d  boolng him on t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r  r i g h t  up on LZ--not Ross. What's t h e  name of  t h a t  LX? 
I t ' s  about  Ross on t o p  of  a h i l l .  They booed him. 

Q. I t  w a s n ' t  Up t igh t ,  was i t ?  

A .  No, it w a s n ' t  Upcight.  

Q. Sue? 

A. No. This  i s  n o r t h  now. On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of Baldy. 
Big real  h igh  h i l l s  and i t ' s  a permanent LZ. 

Q Why d i d  they  have t h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward Colonel  BEERS 
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A. I guess  t h e y  d i d n ' t  l i k e  him. The way t h e  men 
t a l k e d  h e  was--They j u s t  d i d n ' t  l l k e  him. They d i d n ' t  g i v e  
no s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n  why t h e y  d i d n ' t  l i k e  him. 

Q- Could i t  have  been t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  v i s i t  
t h e  o u t f i t  v e r y  o f t e n  and because  t h e y  w e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  s o  
much? 

A. I don ' t know why. Maybe t h i s  d r i f t e d  o f f  from 
Hawaii.  I d o n ' t  know t h e  b i g  b i t c h  h e r e .  L i k e  I s a y ,  a g a i n  
I was j u s t  f i g h t i n g  a l o o s i n g  b a t t l e  and I gave up hope t o o .  
I j u s t  s a i d  I would t a g  a l o n g  and hope my t r a n s f e r  would come 
t h r o u g h .  

Q . I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  t h e  
p l a t o o n ,  were you e v e r  t r e a t e n e d  by any o f  t h e  men? 

A. I h e a r d  them t a l k i n g .  One day w e  were on a p a t h  
and w e  had  t o  move a t  a l o n g  d i s t a n c e .  The men w e r e  t i r e d  
and t h e y  w e r e  l a y i n g  a l o n g  a  t r a i l ,  f o o t  p a t h .  Myse l f ,  I 
d o n ' t  c a r e  what you do,  when you s t o p  you g o t  t o  p u t  o u t  
s e c u r i t y  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g .  I always b e l i e v e  i n  t h a t .  They 
d i d  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  They j u s t  d ropped  down and th rew 
t h e i r  g e a r  r i g h t  down and l e a n  back a g a i n s t  t h e i r  ruck s a c k  
and f o r g e t  themse lves  and I j u s t  c a n ' t  see t h i s .  I b e l i e v e  . 

i n  t h e  s t r i c t l y  m i l i t a r y  way o f  o p e r a t i o n :  moving i n ,  s e t t i n g  
up a d e f e n s e ,  p u t t i n g  up s e c u r i t y ,  t h e  men l o o k i n g  one way 
and t h e  o t h e r  and t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  s o r t .  So, I h e a r d  t h e  men 
s t a r t  s a y i n g  a  b i t - - i t  d o n ' t  s c a r e  m e  a b i t  b e c a u s e  i n  combat 
I know t h e  guy t h a t  t a l k s  a b o u t  i t  i s  t h e  l a s t  one t h a t ' s  go-
i n g  t o  s h o o t  you. I t  i s  j u s t  t h e  i d e a  o f  h a v i n g  y o u r  men 
t a l k  l i k e  t h a t .  I n e v e r  had anyone t a l k  t o  m e  t h a t  way b e f o r e .  

Q. What d i d  t h e y  s a y ?  

A. Something l i k e ,  " T h i s  s e r g e a n t  i s  a good s e r g e a n t  
and you would b e  a good dead s e r g e a n t , "  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
T h a t ' s  n o t  e x a c t l y  word f o r  word. When I t o l d  them t o  g e t  o u t  
t h e r e  and look  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  he s a i d  someth ing  l i k e ,  "You 
go look y o u r s e l f , "  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  and I chewed him o u t  
l i k e  t h a t .  You know, t h e y  c o u l d  j u s t  c a r e  less.  I remember 
t a l k i L 2 g  t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s  and s a y i n g  l e t ' s  g e t  o u t  and 
do something a b o u t  t h i s .  They s a i d  w e  don Y have t h e  commanders 
i n  back o f  us f o r  one t h i n g .  T h i s  went n o t  o n l y  from C a p t a i n  
MEDINA when h e  l e f t ,  b u t  t h e  company commander t h a t  took o v e r .  

Q *  You touched  a l i t t l e  b i t  on t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  prob-  
l e m s  and g o i n g  t o  t h e  commander and you d i d n ' t  g e t  any h e l p  
and t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  d i d n ' t  get any  h e l p ?  
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A. I d i d n ' t  d i r e c t l y  go t o  t h e  company commander. 

Q I mean t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
a t  l e a s t  on some occas ions  when t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  had 
taken  t h e  man t o  t h e  company commander he ,  i n  f a c t ,  t o l d  
them t o  handle  it themselves? 

A. And don'  t b r i n g  them back t o  me. 

Q - What about  any cou r t -mar t i a l  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  men 
of t h e  company o r  A r t i c l e  15? 

A. I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  remember t o o  much of it. 

Q- Were many men t r i e d  o r  d i d  they g e t  A r t i c l e  15  
punishment? Do you remember hav ing  t o  go t o  summary c o u r t  
o r  s p e c i a l  c o u r t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  have t o .  

Q. Go as a w i t n e s s  f o r  any of your men? 

A. I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  I d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  t o  check. 
Normally i f  I w a s  i n  g a r r i s o n  I would check t h e  men's r eco rds  
and f i n d  o u t  about an i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  I never  had t i m e  s o  I 
never  d i d  know t h e  men t h a t  w e l l .  I j u s t  knew what a c t i o n  
they were t a k i n g  a t  t h i s  t ime and how it coula  be s t r a i g h t e n e d  
o u t .  I f  a l l  of us g o t  t o g e t h e r  and s t a r t e d  working o u t  t h e  
problem and w e  had t h e  backing of t h e  commander it would have 
been f i n e .  When they  t o l d  m e  t h i s  I s a i d ,  "I c a n ' t  do ~tby 
myself because what your  p l a toon  does ,  my p l a toon  w i l l  do. 
I f  your  p l a toon  does bad,  my p l a toon  w i l l  do bad."  They d i d n ' t  
have enough e s p r i t  de corps  i n  m e  o r  any o t h e r  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  
company o r  t hey  cared  l e s s .  

Q. L e t  m e  ask you about a couple  of s p e c i f i c  t h i n g s .  
W a s  t h e r e  a mari juana problem i n  t h e  p l a toon?  Did t h e  men 
smoke mari juana? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know of any. 

Q. I a m  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  possibility 
t h a t  some of  t h e  men mlght nave smoked mari juana du r ing  an 
o p e r a t i o n  going up a g a i n s t  t h e  VC. Do you know anyth ing  
about such t h i n g s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  
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Q L e t  rrlc ask  you a n o t h e r  tllincj. Most ol t l l c .  t u s t i -
mony w e  have t a k e n  here h a s  had t o  do with t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  
a c t i o n s  of  C h a r l i e  Company around mid-March, 1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  March 
1968. We've l e a r n e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h a t  t ime  t h e r e  w e r e  men i n  
t h e  company t h a t  e v e r y  t ime  t h e y  would go i n t o  a v i l l a g e ,  
e i t h e r  sweeping th rough  a  hamlet  o r  a v i l l a g e  t h e y  would go 
f o r  t h e  women and t h e y  j u s t  seemed t o  f i g u r e  t h i s  was p a r t  
o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  What d i d  you f i n d  i n  t h e  3d P l a t o o n ?  

A. L e t  m e  see t h a t  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  3d P l a t o o n  r o s t e r ) .  

GOODSON. You had t o  watch him. GOODSON--of c o u r s e ,  
I c a n ' t  be i n  e v e r y  p l a c e  a t  one t i m e ,  b u t  GOODSON he  always 
done i t  because  t h e  man was always jok ing  abou t  i t .  L i k e  I 
s a y  a g a i n ,  I s t a y  i n  one p l a c e  and t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  s t a y s  i n  
a n o t h e r  p l a c e ,  s o  by t h a t  t i m e - - I  know w h a t ' s  g o i n g  on and ,  
l i k e  I s a y ,  a g a i n  I d idn  I t t a k e  no a c t i o n  ' c a u s e  I wasn ' t  i n  
t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  t i m e  and I p u t  i t  o f f .  What I d o n ' t  see,  I 
a i n ' t  g o i n g  t o  p r e s s  c h a r g e s .  I f  i t  happened r i g h t  t h e r e  
where I was--I know w e  c a p t u r e d  a VC n u r s e  and one p l a t o o n  
g o t  a h o l d  o f  h e r  because  s h e  was c r y i n g  and a l l  t h a t  o t h e r  
s t u f f .  T h a t ' s  b e f o r e  t h e  command group came up t o  h e r e  and 
g o t  h e r  o u t  o f  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n .  Nothing happened. I t h i n k  1 
it was t h e  1st  P l a t o o n  o r  t h e  2d P l a t o o n .  These p e o p l e  w e r e  
go ing  a l l  t h e  t i m e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e y  messed around a l l  
t h e  t i m e .  The men always t e l l  m e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h e y  
always t r y  t o  f i n d  t h e  woman i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e y  e i t h e r  
g i v e  o r  t h e y  d o n ' t  g i v e  and t h e y  knock t h e  "papa-san" down 
o r  something o f  t h i s  s o r t .  I know o f  one i n c i d e n t  t h i s  
GOODSON--the men came up and t o l d  m e  abou t  it. T h i s  i s  t h e  
man t h a t  was g i v i n g  a l l  t h e  t r o u b l e  t o  one o f  my i n s t a n t  N C O ' s  
and t h i s  i s  why I s a i d  I was go ing  t o  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  him. "You're 
t h e  f i r s t  man I am g o i n g  t o  c o u r t - m a r t i a l .  I am g o i n g  t o  j a i l  
you. " T h i s  GOODSON, I remember him. He i s  s o r r y .  He i s  s o r r y  
even b e i n g  a human b e i n g .  

Q Did t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  e v e r  make a e f f o r t  t o  con-
t r o l  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  c o u l d n ' t  do a n y t h i n g  w i t h  them 
e i t l - . ? r e  

Q - To c o n t r o l  t h e  men go ing  a f t e r  t h e  women? 
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A. L ike  I s a y  a g a i n ,  s i r ,  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  i s  
o v e r  h e r e  and maybe I g o t  one qroup o v e r  h e r e .  I w i l l  
t r y  t o  push them o f f ,  b u t  always you g o t  t h i s  o t h e r  qroup 
and sometime--I c a n ' t  be  w i t h  GOODSON o r  w i t h  h i s  squad 
l e a d e r - - I  c a n ' t  s e e  h i s  squad l e a d e r  on t h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g  
t o  t h e  l i s t  of p e r s o n n e l  i n  3d P l a t o o n ) .  

Q- W e l l ,  a t  one t i m e  a t  l e a s t  SMAIL was t h e  squad 
l e a d e r  and GRIMES? 

A. When I g o t  t h e r e  t h e  squad l e a d e r  was--he was 
an  E-6. Anyway, t h e r e  were a few o t h e r  l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e  
p l a t o o n  t h a t  men were t e l l i n g  m e  a b o u t .  L i k e  I s a i d ,  I 
h a v e n ' t  s e e n  i t  p e r s o n a l l y .  Like  I s a y ,  a g a i n  I s t o p p e d  
look ing .  I a lmos t  gave up hope.  I s a i d  l e t  them do what 
t h e y  want .  Nobody i s  back ing  m e  up. T h a t ' s  a  poor  a t t i -
t u d e  t o  t a k e ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  j u s t  what it  b o i l s  down t o .  I 
was j u s t  l a c k i n g  i n t e r e s t  anymore. 

Q. Was t h e  s h o r t  t o u r  of  d u t y  i n  Vietnam a f a c t o r  
i n  t h i s ,  do  you t h i n k ?  

A. N o .  I had a  p la toon- -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  I ' l l  j u s t  have t o  r i d e  i t  o u t  
f o r  a few more months and t h e n  I ' l l  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e r e ?  

A. T h a t  ' s  always t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  men, b u t  I 
took a p l a t o o n  from Hawaii t o  t h e  25th  D i v i s i o n  when I went 
o v e r  and I c o u l d  t e l l  t h e  men i n  t h e  3d P l a t o o n  what t o  do  
and chew them o u t .  W e  came back and w e  went  up t h e r e  and 
w e  d i d n ' t  j u s t  l a y  around.  W e  s e t  up--which I t h i n k  t h e  
America1 s h o u l d  have d i d .  They wasted  t h e i r  t i m e  i n  Duc Pho. 
W e  s h o u l d  have  formed the--we had our  base  camp--we moved from 
b a s e  camp t o  b r i g a d e  b a s e  t r a i n s  a r e a  and t h e n  o u r  b a t t a l i o n s  
moved o u t  and o p e r a t e d  h e r e .  We always had a s t e a d y  f low o f  
g o i n g  back t o  maybe guard  t h e  t r a i n s  a r e a  f o r  a r e s t .  I d o n ' t  
mean t h e  men l a y i n g  around.  ~ ' v es e e n  for a l o n g  t i m e  when I 
c o u l d n ' t  shave .  W e  move from 7:30 i n  t h e  morning t o  5:00 i n  t h e  
even ing  o r  4 :  30 and you d o n ' t  have t i m e  t o  change.  I know f o r  
one t ime  I d i d n ' t  have t i m e  t o  shave  f o r  1 4  d a y s .  There  's no 
reason  f o r  t h a t .  Move o u t  and n o t  m a i n t a i n i n g  h a i r c u t s .  Some 
of t h e  guys--s ince  I j o i n e d  t h e  u n i t  some o f  t h e , g u y s  h a d n ' t  
had a h a i r c u t  f o r  3  months. T h e i r  h a i r  hang ing  way down, way 
down l i k e  t h i s .  When you don'  t g i v e  a u n i t  h a i r c u t s  and you 
d o n ' t  g i v e  them b a t h s  o r  m a i n t a i n  c l e a n l i n e s s  i n  t h e  u n i t  
them d i s c i p l i n e  s t a r t s  g o i n g  down t h e  l i n e  and t h e  men c a r e  
less. They was a mob, t h a t ' s  what t h e y  were.  A mob w i t h  
r i f l e s .  
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Q - You i n d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  C I D  a g e n t  t o  whom you t a l k e d  
i n  December t h a t  when you j o ined  t h e  o u t f i t  you heard  some 
t a l k  about  what had happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  and a l l  t h e  peo-
p l e  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d .  

A. Like I s a l d ,  t h a t  was a l l  hea r say  t h a t  I heard .  

Q I unders tand  t h a t ,  b u t  do you t h i n k  t h a t  had any 
e f f e c t  on t h e  a t t i t u d e  you found i n  t h e  company; t h e  l a c k  
of d i s c i p l i n e  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A.  I found t h e  men b o a s t i n g  about  it. "We k i l l e d  
200 VC." And t h a t  sounded l i k e  a good f i g u r e  when I hea rd  
&ou t  it, u n t i l  a f t e r  I hea rd  t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s  
t a l k i n g  about  i t .  I s a i d ,  "How can you guys do t h i s  and 
j u s t  k i l l  a l o t  of peop le?"  I ' v e  k i l l e d  a l o t  of peop le ,  
b u t  somebody has  t o  d i e  and t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  way you k i l l  
peop le .  They s a y ,  "'l'he r ea son  f o r  i t  i s  I£ w e  go k i l l  
them and k i l l - - i f  we k i l l  t h e  mothers ,  t h e  women, they  w i l i .  
n o t  produce any more VC. And i f  w e  k i l l  t h e  k i d s  t h e n  
they  won ' t  become VC. So i f  w e  k i l l  them a l l  t h e r e  won ' t  
be  no more VC l e f t .  " Now, t h i s  i s  t h e  way t h e  men's a t t i -
t u d e  was. They say t h e y ' r e  t i r e d  of  c:arrying t h i s  blame 
r i f l e  around.  " I 'm going t o  s h o o t  any th ing  t h a t  is  i n  t h e  
open ,"  which t h e y  do. Poor o l d  "papa-san" i n  t h e  rice f i e l d ,  
bam. Many t i m e s  I s a w  them j u s t  s h o o t  o l d  "papa-san" I n  
t h e  r ice f i e l d ,  a t  a d i s t a n c e  of cou r se ,  b u t  t hey  j u s t  d o n ' t  
l i k e  t o  c a r r y  t h a t  r i f l e  around.  The p l a t o o n  Leader i s  
t h e r e  watch ing  ~ t ,k l l l i n g  cows and what t h e  peop le  l i v e  
w i th .  I know t h a t  w e  d e s t r o y  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
t h e n  t h e  VC won ' t  have any chow. Of c o u r s e ,  I can agree  
w i t h  hav ing  t h e s e  peop le  up t h e r e  r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  moun-
t a i n  s i d e  anyway. They never  shou ld  be  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a c e .  A l l  t h ey  a r e  a r e  VC supply  p o i n t s .  T h a t ' s  what 
t hey  w e r e .  I b e l i e v e  i n  t h a t .  They s h o u l a  have burned 
t h e  whole damn a r e a  o u t  and moved them a long  t h e  road some-
where. 

Q What p l a c e  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about  now? 

A. Th i s  was o p e r a t i n g  o u t s i d e  of LZ Ross and i n  
t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  I t  was wrong t h e  way they  had it se t  
up. There was VC a l l  t h e  t i m e  i n  t h e  a r e a  because  they  
g o t  supp ly  p o i n t s .  I f  they  moved them a l l  o u t  of t.here--
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Were t h e s e  p l a c e s  r e s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a s ?  

A. S a f e  a r e a s  t hey  c a l l  them. 

Q - Hamlets o r  long e s t a b l i s h e d  o r  were t hey  new 
s e t t l e m e n t s  ? 

A. N o ,  t hey  were w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d .  I n  f a c t ,  t hey  
w e r e  c a l l e d  s a f e  a r e a s .  _We g o t  f i r e d  on i n  t h e  s a f e  a r e a s .  
They t e l l  us t o  p u t  t h e  s a f e t y  on and don1t f i r e  your  wea-
pons and we g o t  f i r e d  upon when w e  went i n  t h e r e .  They 
d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h a t  a b i t .  They d i d n l  t l i k e  t o  have t o  p u t  
any th ing  on s a f e t y  and they  should  do t h a t  a t  a l l  t ime ,  
b u t  they  d o n ' t  do i t .  They would c a r r y  t h a t  t h i n g  on f u l l  
au tomat ic  and when they  f i r e d  they  j u s t  f i r e  t h e  whole 
damn ammunition l i k e  it was going o u t  of s t y l e .  

Q Sergean t  RAYNOR, going back a l i t t l e  now, you were 
t a l k i n g  about  what you h e a r d  from t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s  
about  My La i  ( 4 )  and t h e  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  Vietnamese 
people .  Do you remember what Sergeant  COWAN s a i d  t o  you i n  
t h i s  r e s p e c t ?  Se rgean t  BUCHANON? 

A. I w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  them ou t  t h e r e  and I never  hea rd  
anyth ing  abou-t it and they  s t a r t e d  b r i n g i n g  up about how they  
took them o u t  and p u t  t.hem i n  bunches and a guy w i t h  a machine-
gun, I f o r g e t  what h i s  name was, moxed them down. H e  s a i d  men 
were g e t t i n g  s i c k  i n  t h e  u n i t  and they  took them and p u t  them 
on t h e  f l a n k .  A t  t h e  t ime I says  and was t h i n k i n g  i n  my head: 
"What k i n d  o f  u n i t  i s  t h i s  t h a t  i s  s h o o t i n g  c i v i l i a n s . "  But 
it j u s t  s t u c k  i n  my mind u ln t i l  I r ead  it i n  t h e  newspaper. 
They s a i d  they  took them o u t  and j u s t  l i n e d  them a l l  up, k i d s ,  
and just mowed them down. 

Q - Was t h i s  Se rgean t  COWAN t h a t  was t e l l i n g  you L h i s ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  it was Se rgean t  COWAN o r  t h e  
o t h e r  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t .  Anyway they  were t e l l i n g  me t h i s .  

51. COWAN had t h e  1st P la toon  a t  t h e  t ime and BUCHANON 
had t h e  2d? LOPEZ had t h e  3d? 

A. I c a n ' t  e x a c t l y  remem5er who--I remember someone 
was always t a l k i n g  about  i t .  I s a i d ,  "That '  s k ind  of a s o r r y  
u n i t  t h a t  i s  k i l l i n g  people  l i k e  t h a t . "  Then it s l i p p e d  my 
mind and I j u s t  s o r t  of f o r g o t  about it. 
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Q During t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you were w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company, 
d i d  any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  e v e r  come around and t a l k  t o  
m e m b e r s  of  t h e  company about  what had happened a t  My La i  ( 4 )  
on t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. The f i r s t  t h i n g  I hea rd  about  it was when I r ead  
it i n  t h e  newspaper. 

., 
Q - Nothing a s i d e  from j u s t  t h e  t a l k  t h a t  you hea rd  
from t h e  peop l e  who had been t h e r e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  abou t  it. The people  w e r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  it 
and j ok ing  abou t  it. Some of  t h e  peop le ,  l i k e  f o r  example, 
NERIA. H e  a l l  t h e  t i m e  joked about  it. H e ' s  t h e  one t h a t  
w a s  proud of it. I t h i n k  t h a t  was h i s  name. Nr;RIA, Rickey or  
something.  

Q - Rickey NERIA, r i g h t .  

A.  H e  was proud of it I t h i n k .  I d l d n ' t  thinlc it was 
very  much t o  b o a s t  abou t .  I f  it was a VC u n i t  it would have 
been a l l  r i g h t .  

COL FRANKLIN: How o f t e n  .did Colone l  .BEERS v i s i t  o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  and v i s i t  t h e  company? 

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  I s ay  a g a i n ,  I was' o f f  and on,  b u t  I saw 
him t w i c e .  

Q D i d  he e v e r  spend a n i g h t  w i t h  t h e  company o r  walk 
w i t h  them? 

A. No. H e  dropped i n  by h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q How o f t e n  w e r e  you g e t t i n g  h o t  chow o u ~t h e r e ,  
S e r g e a n t  RAYNOR? 

A. A l l  t h e  t i m e .  

The VC--just s m a l l ,  two o r  t h r e e  men would g e t  you 
s o  angry because  t h e r e  i s  n o t  much you can do. They were fifin4 
from h i g h  ground. I t ' s  no use .  By t h e  t i m e  you g o t  up t h e r e  
t hey  a r e  gone. They wound one. Lo ts  o f  t i m e s ,  f o r  example, I 
wanted t o  go a c r o s s  a r i ce  paddy. I l i k e d  t o  p u t  what you ca l l  
r e conna i s sance  by f i r e  because  i t ' s  t h e  same o l d  p rocedure .  
You c r o s s  t h e  r i c e  paddy and what happens? Somebody g e t s  h u r t *  
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So recon by f l r e ;  t h a t ' s  what I b e l i e v e  i n .  They know you 
are i n  t h e  a r e a  anyway, b u ~e v e r y t h i n g  i s  confused.  The 
t a c t i c s  they  used was bad.  Okay, you comc off--you g o t  a 
r ice paddy ove r  here--okay, s o  you g o t  d i k e s .  Okay, s o  
they  s p l i t  up a p l a toon .  Okay, one squad h e r e  on t h i s  d ike  
an i s o l a t e d  t ype  f l r e  no m a t t e r  how you loo^ a t  i t .  I f  you 
have a machinegun o r  something on t h a t  s ide - - they  s t i l l  be-
l i e v e  i n  f l r i n g  s i n g l e  f i l e .  

Q - L e t  m e  ask you s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  h e r e .  You w e r e  
i n  t h a t  u n i t  4 months. How much of  t h a t  t i m e  w e r e  you i n  
t h e  f i e l d  and how much t i m e  w e r e  you away t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u t  
of t h e  company? 

A. I ' d  s a y  about  a month a t  t h e  most i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  
something l i k e  t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e .  

Q So, maybe 1 o u t  of  4 days you w e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
and t h e  rest o f  t n e  t i m e - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I s t a y e d  l onge r .  I s t a y e d  one 
t l m e  I t h i n k  it was 15  d a y s ,  one l o n g  s t r e t c h .  I d o n ' t  
remember e x a c t l y  how l o n g  it was. I c a r e d  less myself .  
I gave up t r y l n g .  I t r i e d  t o  g e t  o u t  which i s  n o t  what  
a noncommissioned o f f i c e r  shou ld  even t r y  t o  do. H e  shou ld  
t r y  t o  h e l p  t h e  u n i t  o u t ,  b u t  I gave up. I t o l d  t h e  doc-
t o r s  i n  Qu i  Nhon, "You g e t  m e  o u t  of h e r e  o r  I am going 
t o  w r i t e  Genera l  WESTMORELAND. I want t o  g e t  o u t  of h e r e . "  

Q. What w e r e  you doing? You are h e r e  i n  t h e  u n i t  
4 months and you are o n l y  1 month i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Where a r e  
you t n e  o t h e r  3 months? What are you do ing  t h e  o t h e r  3 
months? 

A. Three months I was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u t  I t h i n k .  

Q. What do you mean t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u t ?  The b a t t a l i o n  
r e a r ,  the b r i g a d e ,  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A .  The h o s p i t a l  and back and f o r t h ,  b r i g a d e .  I t h i n k  
i t ' s  l o n g e r  t h a n  a month, b u t  I ' m  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  how long.  
Off and on. I know t h a t  I s t a y e d  o u t  t h e r e  one t i m e  15  days .  
Maybe a month and a h a l f  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  maybe. I ' m  n o t  
e x a c t l y  s u r e .  The rest of  the t i m e  I was back i n  ba se  camp 
on a temporary 3 ( p r o f i l e )  . T w i c e  w h i l e  I s t i l l  had a temp-
o r a r y  3 ( p r o f i l e )  I took t h e  u n i t  o u t  anyway because  t hey  
l a cked  l e a d e r s  and a f t e r  I g o t  o u t  t h e r e ,  a f t e r  awhi le  I 
s a y s ,  "What's t h e  use  b e i n g  w i t h  t h i s  u n i t ?  1 ' m  go ing  back 
In .  I 'm s i c k  of  them. I ' m  s i c k  o f  even b e i n g  o u t  h e r e . "  
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I t e l l  you,  s i r .  I t  t u r n e d  m e  s o  bad i n s i d e  
even b e i n g  p a r t  of  t h e  u n i t .  I even h a t e d  b e i n g  i n  t h e  
camp w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e .  I d o n ' t  know why I had t h i s  o p i n i o n .  
I was s o  demora l i zed  b e i n g  i n  t h e  u n i t .  I had no e s p r i t  
d e  c o r p s  f o r  it. I wanted o u t  and a l l  I c o u l d  t h i n k  abou t  
was g e t t i n g  o u t ,  which c o u l d  be  a f a c t o r  a l s o .  

Q. L e t ' s  g e t  back t o  t h e  u n i t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  You 
s a y  t h a t  you g o t  h o t  chow e v e r y  day i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. No, w e  w e r e  always on t h e  move. One t i m e  t h e y  
came up t h e r e  and gave us box of  C - r a t i o n s  t o  c a r r y .  I 
n e v e r  h e a r d  of a t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q J u s t  answer t h e  q u e s t i o i i ,  S e r g e a n t  RAYNOR. Were 
you g e t t i n g  h o t  m e a l s  e v e r y  day o r  e v e r y  o t h e r  day? O r  w e r e  
you g e t t i n g  h o t  meals  r e g u l a r l y  o r  w e r e  you n o t  g e t t i n g  i t ?  
I want  t o  g e t  a n  i d e a  of t h e  way t h e  company was l i v i n g ?  

A. I t h i n k  s o  w h i l e  w e  w e r e  t h e r e  w e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  
h e l i c o p t e r  a t  n i g h t .  W e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  h o t  chow enough, ex-
c e p t  f o r  t h e s e  two o r  t h r e e  o c c a s i o n s  where t h e y  dumped a 
c a s e  of  C - r a t i o n s  on us and t o l d  us w e  w o u l d n ' t  g e t  a n o t h e r  
chow f o r  4 a a y s .  

Q. Which a s  you r e a l i z e  is  n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a r l f l e  
company i n  Vietnam? 

A. W e l l ,  l n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h e y  w e r e  i n ,  t n e r e  IS 

no r e a s o n  f o r  it because  t h e r e  was no heavy f i g h t i n g  and 
t h e r e  is  no r e a s o n  why you c a n ' t  g e t  h e l i c o p t e r  s u p p o r t .  

Q W e l l ,  t h e r e  might  be  a r e a s o n .  I f  you are oper-
a t i n g  i n  s m a l l  u n i t s  and you a r e  runn ing  ambushes you d o n ' t  
b r i n g  choppers  i n ,  S e r g e a n t  RAYNOR. ' l 'ha t ' s  one gooa reason .  
You mlght  n o t  r e s u p p l y  e v e r y  aay .  When you r e s u p p l y  yo:) show 
e x a c t l y  where y o u r  u n i t ' s  l o c a t e d .  How a b o u t  b r l n g i n g  i n  
c l e a n  f a t l g u e s  f o r  t h e  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. I saw it twace w h i l e  I was t h e r e .  

Q. Did you have  s o l d i e r s  g o i n g  around w i t h  t o r n  
c l o t h e s  t h a t  needed new ones t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  them? 

A. R i g h t  . 
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Q.  How about  co ld  d r i n k s ?  

A.  A l l  t h e  t ime we had them. Not co ld  d r i n k s ,  b u t  
we always had soda and beer .  

Q. How about  your mai l?  Did you always g e t  your mai l?  

The. s o l d i e r s  go t  t h e i r  mai l .A. 

Q. Well,  I ' d  s ay  t h a t  somebody was t r y i n g  t o  do some-
t h i n g  f o r  you, then .  Your b a t t a l i o n  commander, you only saw 
him twice? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q Now, t h e  s o l d i e r s  booed h i m .  What were t h e  con-
d i t i o n s ?  I never  hea rd  of s o l d i e r s  booing a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  
be fo re .  

A. I never  heard  t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q - Descr ibe  what was going on and what he d i d ?  Who 
was booing and how f a r  away from him were they?  Describe it. 

A. I was on one s i d e  of t h i s  h i l l  wi th  my p l a toon  and 
t h e  l and ing  zone was up he re  where t h e  CP was. Colonel  BEERS' 
h e l i c o p e r  came i n  and I heard some booing over  t h e r e ,  and I 
s a i d  what i s  t h a t ,  and t h e  guys s a i d ,  "Oh, t h e y ' r e  booing t h e  
co lone l .  I' I s a i d ,  "What?" They s a i d ,  "Oh, yeah,  t h e y ' r e  boo-
i n g  him." When he l e f t ,  they  booed him aga in .  

Q. Did he  h e a r  i t ?  

A. I guess  so .  I f  I could  hea r  it on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of  t h e  h i l l  and maybe--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You mean t h e  whole company was booing? 

A. The people  on t h a t  s i d e  of t h e  h i l l  was. 

Q - Loud? 

A. I could h e a r  i t  on t h a t  s i d e  I was on.  I s a i d ,  "What 
i s  going on o u t  t h e r e ? "  
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Q Why d i d  t h e y  boo C o l o n e l  BEERS? 

A. I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  know m y s e l f .  L i k e  I s a y  a g a i n ,  
i t  migh t  have  someth ing  t o  do w i t h  Hawai i .  I d o n ' t  know. 
I d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  t o  f i n d  o u t  m y s e l f .  

Q.  W e l l ,  you a s  a s e n i o r  s e r g e a n t ,  you d i d n ' t  f e e l  
you knew y o u r  b a t t a l i o n  commander? Did he  e v e r  t a l k  t o  you? 

A. I n e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  him one  t i m e .  

Q.  I n  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s  y o u ' v e  been i n ,  i n  combat ,  
would you s a y  t h a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander n o r m a l l y  knows 
who h i s  r i f l e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s  a r e ?  

(The w i t n e s s  nods  h i s  head  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

So would I ,  S e r g e a n t  RAYNOR. 

MR WEST: S e r g e a n t  RAYNOR, p l e a s e  answer by s a y i n g  something .  

A.  I t h i n k  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e .  L i k e  I s a y  a g a i n ,  I g o t  
t o  t h e  u n i t  and  b e f o r e  I even  g o t  t o  know anybody o r  s e e n  
even  t h e  s e r g e a n t  m a j o r ,  I w a s  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

COL FRANKLIN: Did anybody welcome you? You ' r e  an E-7.  You 
come i n .  Did anybody t a l k  t o  you a t  a l l  and d i d  you g e t  wel-
comed i n  and  b r i e f e d  on what  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was? 

A. I g o t  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e .  I g o t  t h e r e  a b o u t  4 o ' c l o c k  
i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  and everybody was o f f  and t h e  CQ w a s  on t h e r e .  
I h a d  a d r i v e r  t a k e  m e  t o  C Company. I g o t  t o  C Company. 
They t o l d  m e  t o  pack my b a g s  and I w a s  g o i n g  o u t  t h a t  morning. 
The l i e u t e n a n t ,  I t h i n k  t h e  e x e c  o f f i c e r ,  and t h e  f i r s t  ser-
g e a n t  w a s  t h e r e .  The same day  I g o t  the word t h a t  my s i s t e r  
d i e d ,  t o o .  I t h i n k  i t  was 4 days  l a t e r  t h a t  my s is ter  d i e d .  
I wanted  t o  t a l k  t o  somebody ' c a u s e  m y s e l f ,  I b e l i e v e d  I should  
n e v e r  b e  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I d i d  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  Vietnam f o r - -
t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n ,  I would b e  c l o s e  t o  my w i f e  who w a s  i n  Japan 
and I f i g u r e d  I would t a k e  an R & R  o r  someth ing  a t  l e a s t  and 
I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  I be longed-- I  had a v e r y  bad a t t i t u d e .  

Q. What o u t f i t  were  you i n  i n  Korea? 

A. I w a s  w i t h  t h e  24 th  D i v i s i o n ,  E Company, 1 9 t h  
I n f a n t r y .  
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Q - The whole t o u r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- You s p e n t  one y e a r  i n  a r i f l e  company i n  Korea? 

A. Two months I was with--they d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  m v  age
because my r e c o r d s  were n o t  t h e r e .  They g o t  l o s t  and they 
d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  my age and I looked young then ,  s o  they  k e p t  
me back a t  headqua r t e r s .  They k e p t  m e  back i n  d i v i s i o n  s i g -
n a l  and I t o l d  them t o  g e t  me up t o  a l i n e  u n i t ,  s o  t hey  s e n t  
me up t o  E Company, 19 th .  I jo ined  them i n  t h e  l a s t  day of 
May o r  t h e  1st o f  June ,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  and t h e  rest of  
t h e  t ime  I s t a y e d  wi th  E Company of  t h e  19 th .  

0. The 24th Divis ion?  

A. Yes. 

Q. You s p e n t  a whole t o u r  t h e r e  i n  combat? How many 
t o u r s  i n  Korea d i d  you spend? 

A. I had t h r e e  and two i n  combat. 

Q Three t o u r s  i n  Korea? 

A. TWO of  them w e r e  combat t o u r s .  

Q e  And t h e  second t o u r ,  what o u t f i t  were you i n ?  

A. A Company, 3 8 t h  I n f a n t r y .  

Q. And you were t h e r e  f o r  a whole y e a r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. T h a t ' s  q u i t e  a b i t  of combat. You had one f u l l  
yea r  i n  t h e  2/35th? 

A. Right  . 
Q. Colonel  KINGSTON wasn ' t your  commander, was he? 

A. No, he  was t h e  1/35. My b a t t a l i o n  commander was--
I had two good b a t t a l i o n  commanders. Colonel  FEAR was my 
commanding o f f i c e r .  He took over .  H e  was a f i n e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander. I l i k e d  him very much. The one b e f o r e  t h a t  was 
very good, t oo .  I f o r g e t  h i s  name, b u t  Colonel  FEAR took 
over  from him i n  2/35. I t  was a good b a t t a l i o n .  
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Q .  T h a t ' s  an awful l o t  of combat expe r i ence  you 've  
g o t .  Would you say t h a t  t h e  1/20 and C Company was consider-
ab ly  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e  way they  ope ra t ed  and t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  
than t h e s e  o t h e r  u n i t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Tac t ics -wise ,  d i s c i p l i n e .  The way 
they  do eve ry th ing  i s  j u s t  t h e  oppos i t e  of  what I have 
l e a r n e d  o r  a l r eady  l ea rned  from o t h e r  l e a d e r s  o r  i n  u n i t s ;  
p u t t i n g  s e c u r i t y  o u t  h e r e  and doing t h i s  and s topp ing  a t  
a h a l t ,  and c a r r y i n g  claymores and p u t t i n g  o u t  t r i p  f l a r e s ,  
en t r ench ing  t o o l s .  

Q .  I n  t h e  25th Div i s ion  was t h e r e  r ap ing  l i k e  when 
you were i n  t h e  1/20? Would they  j u s t  t a k e  a s h o t  a t  an 
o l d  man a c r o s s  t h e  f i e l d  i n  t h e  25th Div is ion?  

A .  No, s i r .  Not i n  t h e  25th Div i s ion  i n  t h e  u n i t  I 
w a s  i n .  I can '  t say f o r  t h e  o t h e r  companies. 

Q. J u s t  t h e  u n i t  you were i n ?  

A. The u n i t  I was i n ,  I never heard  of an i n c i d e n t  
of any s o r t  of us k i l l i n g  a c i v i l i a n  i n t e n t i o n a l l y .  W e  d i d  
shoo t  cows and eve ry th ing  of t h i s  s o r t  i n  VC a r e a s  t h a t  we 
cap tu red  and t h e  NVA moved o u t  of  t h e  a r e a .  W e  d i d  des t roy  
a l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and t h i n g s  of  t h i s  s o r t ,  b u t  I thought 
t h a t  w a s  a l l  r i g h t  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it a l l  belonged t o  
t h e  VC anyway and w a s  a supply base .  A s  f a r  a s  c i v i l i a n s ,  
w e  never--women. We'd go t o  a Montagnard v i l l a g e ,  because 
most of t h e  people  up t h e r e  were Montagnards anyway and I 
thought  t h e  unit--my u n i t  was--I d o n ' t  know. I t  was j u s t  
s o  much of  a d i f  fence  anyway. Seeing a t r a i n e d  -unit and 
then  going t o  a u n i t  t h a t  i s  not t r a ined - - I  j u s t  d o n ' t  
know how.. .. 
9 I t h i n k  you've made your p o i n t  p r e t t y  c l e a r .  How 
d i d  you g e t  a long  w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. Well ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  Captain  MEDINA l i k e d  m e  very 
much from t h e  s t a r t  cause t h e  f i r s t  day w e  s t a r t e d  climbing 
a h i l l - - l i k e  I s a i d ,  I w a s n ' t  i n  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  and I 
j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  make it up t h a t  f i r s t  h i l l  t h a t  day. I found 
t h a t  o u t .  I had t o o  much and t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I ever  
c a r r i e d  a rucksack,  t oo .  I always modif ied my pack w e l l .  1 
d i d n ' t  have a PRC-25 frame pack o r  no th ing  l i k e  t h i s  s o  they 
gave m e  a rucksack and I never wore one b e f o r e .  ~ o tt h a t  kind* 
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I always wore a NVA one and it was t o o  low on my back ,  you 
know. Somehow o r  a n o t h e r  it j u s t  gave m e  a l o t  of t r o u b l e  
when I s t a r t e d  going up t h e  h i l l  and n o t  b e i n g  i n  shape and 
I g o t  s i c k  and t h a t  s t a r t e d  it o f f .  

Q What do you mean, " i t  s t a r t e d  it o f f " ?  What d i d  a 

Cap ta in  MEDINA say  t o  you? 

A. H e  g o t  angry a t  m e .  Any commander would. H e  
f i g u r e d  t h a t  I l e t  him down, which any commander would. I f  
I was t h e  commander I would p robab ly  be  t h e  same way i f  one 
of my noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  c o u l d n ' t  make it up a h i l l  
and s e t  t h e  example. L e t ' s  f a c e  i t ,  t h a t ' s  what it should  
have been,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  make i t  up t h e  h i l l  and when I 
g o t  up t h e r e  I was s i c k  anyway. Then w e  went down o f f  t h e  
h i l l  and I s t i l l  was s i c k .  Maybe I w a s n ' t  used t o  t h a t  r e a l  
h o t  climate a t  t h e  t i m e .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  no t r a i n i n g  i n  it f o r  
a long  t i m e .  I j u s t  came from F o r t  Lewis where it was r e a l  
h o t  and t h e n  v i s i t e d  my w i f e  i n  Japan where s h e  was i n  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  and it was c o l d  and t h e n  g e t  t o  Vietnam where it 
w a s  real  h o t  l i k e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  had something 
t o  do w i t h  i t ,  b u t  I j u s t  cou ldn '  t make it s o  I t o l d  Capta in  
MEDINA, "I c a n ' t  make it anymore. Not now. I have t o  go 
back i n . "  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  l i k e d  m e .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  
he l i k e d  m e  o r  n o t ,  but - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You had t o  go back i n ?  You j u s t  
came o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  and you a r e  a p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  and 
you t o l d  him, what ,  t h e  second day t h a t  you had t o  go back i n ?  

A. The second o r  t h i r d  day. I t h i n k  it was t h e  second 
day. I w a s n ' t  t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t .  I w a s  s t i l l  l ook ing  a-
round t hen .  LOPEZ was t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t .  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  
make it. "With t h i s  l o a d  I g o t  I w i l l  have t o  go back i n  and 
modify my l o a d  and t r y  t o  g e t  myself back i n  shape o r  do some-
t h i n g .  I c a n ' t  make it o u t  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  young people  now. 
I 'm o u t  o f  shape .  " H e  s a i d ,  "Okay. G e t  on t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r .  " 
Then he  was ready  t o  g e t  r e l i e v e d .  Not r e l i e v e d ,  but--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Change ove r?  

A. Change over .  So,  when I g o t  back t o  ba se  camp I 
found o u t  t h a t  my sister was k i l l e d  and I apo log i zed  t o  Cap- 
t a i n  MEDINA t h a t  my a c t i o n s  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  because  I f e l t  
p r e t t y  bad  about  it ' cause  I never  d i d  t h a t  b e f o r e  i n  my l i f e .  
I apo log ized  t o  him back i n  b a s e  camp. S o ' I  went  back o u t  i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  L a t e r  on he  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  G 3 .  When I went 
t o  G 3  he  wou ldn ' t  t a l k  t o  m e .  
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Q- How a b o u t  your  n e x t  company commander? How d i d  
you g e t  a l o n g  w i t h  him? 

A. L i e u t e n a n t  JENSEN? H e  was qood. 

Q - Most o f  t h e  t ime--you ' re  a s e r g e a n t  and y o u ' r e  
n o t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  t h e  company. I would s a y  t h a t  your  
r e p u t a t i o n  was n o t  r e a l l y  t o o  good i n  t h a t  company, would 
you n o t ?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  The men p r o b a b l y  d i d n ' t  
have no c o n f i d e n c e  i n  me, which I l a c k e d ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  
o p i n i o n  t h e y  had o f  a l l  t h e i r  l e a d e r s .  L i k e  I s a y  a g a i n ,  
i t ' s  my f a u l t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r  N C O ' s .  L i k e  i f  w e  c o u l d n ' t  
g e t  t o g e t h e r  and i r o n  o u t  o u r  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i t ' s  pushed o f f  
on t h e  men. 

Q - You've been i n  t h e  Army a l o n g  t i m e ,  S e r g e a n t  RAYNOR. 
You know when a s e r g e a n t  comes and he  i s  always t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
o u t  of t h e  u n i t  and he  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  most o f  t h e  t i m e ,  I 
t h i n k  you are aware t h i s  s e r g e a n t  i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  
t h o u g h t  o f  by t h e  men o r  t h e  commanders o r  t h e  o t h e r  s e r g e a n t s .  
I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  v e r y  normal .  

A. I t h i n k  s o  t o o ,  s i r .  I w a s n ' t  h i d i n g  a n y t h i n g  from 
anybody. I t o l d  them. I t o l d  t h e  commanders, " S i r ,  I want 
t o  g e t  o u t . "  I s a i d ,  " I  d o n ' t  b e l o n g  down h e r e ,  n o t  w i t h  t h i s  
t y p e  o f  u n i t . "  I s a i d ,  " I f  i t  was a good u n i t  I would s t a y , "  
o r  t r i e d  more t o  p u t  more e f f o r t  i n t o  i t ,  b u t  a s  it was I 
j u s t  d i d n ' t  want  t o  s t a y  and I p u t  i t  o u t  i n  t h e  open.  Every-
body knew I wanted--Colonel BEERS knew I wanted t o  g e t  o u t .  
Co lone l  BEERS s a i d ,  "No, you a r e  g o i n g  t o  stay o u t  t h e r e  4 
months b e f o r e  you go back . "  H e  t o l d  C a p t a i n  MEDINA t h a t .  
Four t o  s i x  months. I c a n ' t  remember. I t  was o u t  i n  t h e  
open. The men knew. Everybody knew I wanted o u t  o f  t h e  u n i t .  
L i k e  I s a y  a g a i n ,  t h e  men knows t h i s .  I t  may b e  a c h a i n  r e -
a c t i o n  c a u s i n g  t h e  men t o  l o s e  r e s p e c t  i n  m e .  L i k e  I s a i d  
a g a i n ,  t h e y  a l r e a d y  l o s t  i t  anyway, t o  my o p i n i o n ,  s o  what 
t h e y  t h o u g h t  o f  me--like I s a y ,  one guy I o v e r h e a r d  s a i d  
h e  was p r o b a b l y  g o i n g  t o  k i l l  m e  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  
I d i d n 't b e l i e v e  t h a t  anyway. 

Q.  Were you e v e r  t h r e a t e n e d  by any of your  c h a i n  o f  
command t o  t a k e  some a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  you? 

A. No. 
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Q They never  t o l d  you t h a t  they  were going t o  t a k e  
a s t r i p e  o r  something i f  you d i d n ' t  s t o p  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  ou t  
of going t o  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A.  I j u s t  t o l d  them t h a t  I had a bad l e g  anyway. I 
never complained about i t  b e f o r e .  You can look i n  my medical  
records .  I broke it  i n  Korea and it never  d i d  h e a l  up, my 
kneecap, and it t i r e s  me sometimes, e s p e c i a l l y  when I pu t  a 
l o t  of weigh t  on my back ,  b u t  I never complained about it 
be fo re .  

Q. You were never reprimanded o r  d i s c i p l i n e d  o r  
t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  d i s c i p l i n e  by Colonel  BEERS o r  t h e  company 
commander over  t h e r e ?  

A. No. Nobody eve r  t h r e a t e n e d  me, b u t  they knew my 
i n t e n t i o n s .  Like I say  aga in ,  t h e  men knew my i n t e n t i o n s ,  
and,  of cou r se ,  t h e  men probably l o s t  r e s p e c t  f o r  me anyway 
as a l e a d e r ,  whlch i s  my f a n l t .  Like I say  aga in ,  I w a s n ' t  
a c t i n g  l i k e  a noncommissioned of f ice , .  Like I s a i d  e a r l i e r  
i n  my s t a t e m e n t ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  way a noncornmissiozed o f f i c e r  
should act. I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  and I was very ,  very s o r r y ,  b u t  
I j u s t - - i t  was j u s t  n o t  i n  my h e a r t  t o  s t a y  w i t h , a  u n i t  
l i k e  t h a t .  I don' t know why. 

Q. s e r g e a n t  RAYNOR, we 've  hea rd  from a whole bunch of  
o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  and o t h e r  people  t h a t  C Company was a s t r a c  
o u t f i t .  I t  was cons idered  the b e s t  company i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
when it came over  and they  had a very  a g g r e s s i v e  company 
commander and t h e  s o l d i e r s  d i d n ' t  mess w i th  Captain  MEDINA. 
When Captain  MEDINA s a i d  t o  do something,  by God they d i d  
it. NOW, is t h i s  t r u e  o r  f a l s e ?  

A .  What I s a w  of them, it w a s n ' t .  The men t o l d  me 
t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA was r e a l l y  a rough commander wh i l e  he 
w a s  i n  Hawaii and when he g o t  t o  Vietnam he changed. The 
p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  t o l d  me t h i s .  H e  wouldn ' t  punish t h e  men. 
Now, they say t h a t  back i n  Hawaii he  was r e a l l y  s t r ic t .  I 
s t a r t e d  f i n d i n g  o u t  from t h e  people  I t a l k e d  t o  t h a t  a l l  
t h e s e  people  t h a t  w e r e  d r i f t e d  i n  as replacements  were n o t  
t o o  h o t  of  s o l d i e r s .  And I d o p ' t  know i f  t h i s  l e d  from 
one t h i n g  t o  ano the r  and t h a t  one i n c i d e n t  where they  l o s t  
a l o t  of  people  i n  t h e  company from t h i s  bomb--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Minef ie ld?  

APP T-339 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Minef ie ld  o r  something of t h i s  s o r t ,  and where 
t h a t  guy picked up t h a t  s h e l l  o r  something, l i k e  t h a t  might 
have had something t o  do wi th  i t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. But 
when I saw Captain  MEDINA t h e r e  w a s n ' t  no d i s c i p l i n e  i n  
t h e  company. A f t e r  he l e f t ,  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  was j u s t  as bad. 

Q. Had you t aken  a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s  i n  C h a r l i e  Company? 
I mean each day a c o ~ i p l eof  guys o r  every o t h e r  day through 
mines, booby t r a p s ,  o r  s n i p e r s ?  

A. Not every  day. 

Q. Sick ,  ma la r i a?  

A. Not t o o  much malaria. I ' m  s u r p r i s e d .  Not t o o  
much ma la r i a .  S ickness  such a s  minor s i c k n e s s ,  d i a r r h e a .  
A l o t  o f  guys caught  t h a t  r e a l  quick over  t h e r e .  

Q. How about  gunshot wounds, booby t r a p s ?  

A. Not t o o  much. J u s t  a  couple  of  i n c i d e n t s  a f t e r  I 
l e f t  where they  s t a r t e d  h i t t i n g  q u i t e  a b i t .  A f t e r  t hey  moved 
i n t o  t h e  Quang Ngai a r e a ,  t hen  they s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  a l o t  
of booby t r a p s .  Before  t h a t ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  t o o  much. 

Q Were t h e r e  any b i g  f i g n t s  i n  t h e  company wh i l e  you 
were t h e r e ?  Did they  e v e r  run i n t o  a p l a toon  o r  a NVA company? 

A. No. D e l t a  Company t r i e d  t o  s e c u r e  t h i s  h i l l  and 
C h a r l i e  Company a t t a c k e d  it. I t h i n k  t h e  NVA l e f t  about s i x  
people  as r e a r  guards and they  took t h e  h i l l ,  b u t  t h e r e  were 
only  s i x  of  them f i g h t i n g  up t h e r e  and they  k i l l e d  two of the 
s i x ,  I t h i n k  it was. The whole company took t h e  h i l l  and t h a t  
i s  about t h e  b i g g e s t  f i g h t  they  had.  

Q Against  t hose  s i x  NVA? 

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  proceedings  t h e  I0 en te red  
t h e  hea r ing .  ) 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  b i g g e s t  Idley e v e r  encounterd.  

Our D e l t a  Company, t h e y  encountered a  NVA b a t t a l i o n  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I t  was something heavy. 
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9 Sergean t  RAYNOR, would you j u s t  go ove r  aga in ,  now, 
t h e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  s e c u r i t y ,  and t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t he  men toward 
the o f f i c e r s ,  cond i t i on  of t h e  equipment, l i k e  t h e  claymores? 
Would you j u s t  r e p e a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  you found when you 
joined t h e  company? 

A. F i r s t  of a l l ,  t h e  equipment--I found t h e  men c a r r y f n g  
t o o  much equipment and unnecessary equipment. Then they com-
p la ined  about c a r r y i n g  equipment t h a t ,  i f  they  d i d  h i t  a b i g  
u n i t ,  would become very h e l p f u l ,  such as  claymores.  Now, my 
p l a toon ,  when I g o t  t h e r e  had t h r e e  claymores,  I t h i n k .  When 
I in spec t ed  one of them t h e  C 4  was o u t  of  it. They used it 
f o r  t h e i r  C- ra t ions  cause  they  d i d n ' t  g e t  much heal- r a t i o n s .  
Tha t ' s  ano the r  t h i n g .  We g o t  C- ra t ions ,  b u t  we d i d n ' t  g e t  
h e a t  r a t i o n s .  They used t h e  C 4  f o r  h e a t i n g  up t h e i r  chow. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  way I unders tood,  because they d i d n ' t  have any and 
t h e i r  t r i p  f l a r e s - - they  d i d n ' t  even have any t r i p  f l a r e s .  A s  
a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  nobody pu t  any t r i p  f l a r e s  o r  claymores o u t  
a t  n i g h t ,  which i s  a g a i n s t  my p r i n c i p l e ;  t hen ,  no en t r ench ing  
t o o l s .  They c a r r i e d  two i n  t h e  p l a toon  and the  purpose of an 
en t renching  t o o l  t h e r e  w a s  t o  d i g  up a grave and look f o r  
equipment t h a t  t h e  NVA may have b u r i e d  o r  t h e  VC b u r i e d .  T h a t ' s  
t h e  reason  f o r  t h e  s h o v e l s ,  t w o  p e r  p l a toon ,  which I d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  w a s  adequate  enough. 

10: Were t h e s e  long-handled shove ls  o r  en t r ench ing  t o o l s ?  

A. Entrenching t o o l s ,  s i r .  

Q - Every man d i d n ' t  c a r r y  one? 

A .  No. Only two ~n t h e  p lz toon .  They only c a r r i e d  
two i n  t h e  p l a toon  and t h e  reason  they c a r r i e d  t-he two was t o  
d i g  up graves .  I n  f a c t ,  me and one more squad c a r r i e d  them. 
I always c a r r i e d  my en t r ench ing  t o o l  and they  borrowed mine 
t o  d i g  up a g rave .  

COL FRANKLIN: How about  t h e  no i se  and l i g h t  d i s c i p l i n e ?  How 
about s e c u r i t y  on t h e  h a l t s  and movements? 

A. Radios. They c a r r i e d  t r a n s i s t o r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
A t  n i g h t  t hey  had them on. I t o l d  my p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  t h a t  they  
should t a k e  t h e  t r a n s i s  t o r s  away. I t o l d  ' l i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS 
and w e l l ,  t h e  guys s t i l l  had i t  and when he l e f t  and t h i s  
o t h e r  c a p t a i n  took over  t h e  company he l e t  them. I I e  s a i d  t u r n  
it down. T r a n s i s t o r  r a d i o s  t hey  c a r r i e d .  Not only  one,  my 

APP T-339 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

p l a t o o n  had t h r e e  of them. L e t ' s  see, what e lse .  Noise,  
no i sy .  Not t o o  much n o i s e  because  they  a l l  went t o  s l e e p  a t  
n i g h t .  Like  I s a i d  a g a i n ,  I checked t h e  l i n e  and I t o l d  t h e  
company commander about  it. Like I s a y ,  . h e ,was t h e  f i r s t  one 
t h a t  p u t  t h e  poncho o v e r  him a t  7 o ' c l o c k .  

Q Cap ta in  MEDINA? 

A. No. Cap ta in  MEDINA was on ly  a s h o r t  t ime  t h e r e .  
Like I s a i d  I on ly  knew Cap ta in  MEDINA a ve ry  s h o r t  . t i m e ,  b u t  
a t  t h e  most 5 days .  

Q Would you d e s c r i b e  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Colone l  BEERS came 
down t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and was booed by t h e  men? 

A. R igh t .  On LZ--I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of t h a t .  

MR WEST: I t ' s  beyond Baldy,  you s a i d .  

A.  I t ' s  between Baldy and LZ Ross, r i g h t  a t  t h e  t o p  
of a h igh  h i l l .  I t ' s  a permanent t y p e  LZ. I was on t h i s  
s i d e  of  t h e  h i l l  and Colonel  BEERS' h e l i c o p t e r  came i n .  They 
knew he  was coming i n  and t hey  s t a r t e d  booing him. I asked 
t h e  guy, "What a r e  t h e y  booing?"  H e  s a i d ,  "They ' re  booing 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander." I remember I asked  him "Why?" and 
h e  s a i d ,  "Well,  t hey  d o n ' t  l i k e  him. " I remember t h a t .  When I 
he  l e f t  t h e y  booed him a g a i n ,  t h e  peop le  on t h a t  s i d e  of t h e  
h i l l .  I cou ld  h e a r  it from my s i d e  which w a s  n o t  very  wide 
anyway. The h i l l  was n o t  q u i t e  a 100 o r  maybe 100 y a r d s  ac ross  
o r  100 meters, maybe 75 t o  100 y a r d s  a c r o s s  t o  t h e  t o p  of  thl? 
h i l l .  So I was on one s i d e  and when t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  
and t h e  CP w a s  r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of  t h e  h i l l  and of course  
t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  w e r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  and I hea rd  t h e  booing 
there and I h e a r d  t h e  guys s ay  they  d i d n ' t  l i k e  Colone l  BEERS 
fox  one r ea son  or--

COL FRANKLIN: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How many t i m e s  d i d  you see 
Colone l  BEERS i n  t h e  f i e l d  when you w e r e  w i t h  t h e  company? 

A. H e  always dropped i n  whenever w e  w e r e  on o p e r a t i o n s *  
I mean he dropped i n .  One t i m e ,  I knew da rn  w e l l ,  f o r  example, 
t h e  VC d i d n ' t  f i r e  a t  him. I t  was M-16 r i f l e  f i r e .  I can  t e l l  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between AK-47 and M-16 and I know da rn  w e l l  it 
was peop le  from t h a t  end. H e  was a c r o s s  t h e  rice paddy--the 
company. One p l a t o o n  was a c r o s s  t h e  r ice paddy and a h e l i c o p t e r  
l anded  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  command group and he  t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  
company commander. My p l a t o o n  was o v e r  h e r e  and ano the r  platoon 
ove r  he r e .  The f i r e  came from r i g h t  h e r e  d i r e c t l y  a t  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  and from t h e  way I look a t  it--
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Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you t a l k  t o  t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  
l a t e r  on? Wasn't  t h i s  a shocking t h i n g  t o  you t o  f i r e  on your  
own b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A. I went up t h e r e  and I s a i d ,  "How come you have VC 
i n  t h e  a r ea?  You're occupying t h e  a r e a . "  He s a i d ,  w e l l ,  
"The VC, they  pop o u t  of  t h e  ground. " I s a i d ,  " I t  sounded 
l i k e  it came from your  u n i t . "  He s a i d ,  "No. We're over h e r e  
and y o u ' r e  over  t h e r e ,  s o  a  VC j u s t  popped o u t  of t he  c e n t e r  
and s h o t  and s h o t  au tomat ic  f i r e  and moved ou t  of t h e  a r e a .  " 
My p la toon  s a i d  t o  me, "Now, Sergeant  RAYNOR, you know t h a t ' s  
s bunch of b u l l .  He w a s  f i r e d  a t  by h i s  own b a t t a l i o n .  " A t  
t h a t  t i m e  it d i d n ' t  dawn on me any more because when you have 
an o p e r a t i o n  and i n c i d e n t  t h i n g s  happcn; you d o n ' t  s t a r t  
s t udy ing  it t o o  much and f o r g e t  about  it. I t  leaves  your mind 
u n t i l  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  s t a r t  coming back t o  you. 

Q- How about t h a t  1s t  P la toon  l e a d e r  and some of t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  you p e r s o n a l l y  heard  them say  t o  him? 

A. I went r i g h t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  and 
t a l k e d  t o  him about  it. What's t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ' s  name? 

A. I went p e r s o n a l l y  t o  him and I s a i d  "How come t h e s e  
people  are t a l k i n g  l i k e  t h a t  t o  t h a t  p l a toon  l eade r?"  I s a i d ,  
"Why d o n ' t  you p u t  a s t o p  t o  i t ? "  H e  s a i d ,  "Sergeant RAYNOR, 
I cannot  do no th ing  about it. The p l a toon  l e a d e r  runs  t h e  
p l a toon  and he t e l l s  me t o  do my job and l e t  him run the  
p la toon .  " , H e  s a y s ,  " I t ' s  l i k e  t h a t  every n i g h t .  " 

MR WEST: Would you t e l l  General  PEERS some of t h e  t h i n g s  
t h e  men s a i d ?  

A. Two i n c i d e n t s  i f  I can remember. He s a y s ,  " S i r ,  
t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I am going t o  do when I come back from R&R 
is  g e t  you some l i p s t i c k ,  r e d  type ,  and p u t  it on you. You 
w i l l  be n i c e  t o  k i s s . ' '  L e t ' s  s e e  what e l s e ?  

Q - He i s  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. Right .  He was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  and I 
w a s  r i g h t  t h e r e  by t h e  supply p o i n t  t h e r e  where they  was g iv ing  
ou r  r a t i o n s .  One guy came up and says  " S i r ,  what you doing 
about 10 o ' c l o c k  t o n i g h t ? "  H e  s a i d  "Why?" He s a y s ,  "Come by 

33 APP T - 3 3 9  

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

my bunker  and I ' l l  be  ready f o r  a blow job,  " and s t u f f  l i k e  
t h i s .  I went t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  and s a i d ,  "How come you 
l e t  them t a l k  l i k e  t h a t  t o  your  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ? "  L i e u t e n a n t  
LACROSS wouldn ' t  t a k e  t h a t  now. H e  was a f i n e  o f f i c e r ,  
L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS. 

I0 : Who was commanding t h e  p l a t o o n  a t  . t h a t  t ime?  The 
p l a toon  l e a d e r  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. H e  la ter  l e f t  and went ove r  t o  t h e  198 th  o r  196 th ,  
an  i n f u s i o n ,  what t h e y  ca l l  them. 

Q Was t h a t  CALLEY? 

A. No. CALLEY went l a t e r .  H e  was t h e  weapons p l a toon  
l e a d e r .  The most d i s c i p l i n e d  p l a t o o n  i n  t h e  company was t h e  
weapons p l a t o o n  because  t hey  had a good p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  t h e r e .  

MR WEST : MARONEY? 

A. MARONEY. They t e l l  me h e  had a s t r a i g h t  p l a t o o n  
i n  Hawaii and t h i s  i s  what made me s t a r t  t h i n k i n g ,  w e l l ,  i f  
he had a s t r a i g h t  p l a t o o n  and a r e a l  good p l a t o o n  it would 
have c a r r i e d  o v e r  when he  went t o  Vietnam. But t h e  way I 
looked a t  it t h e  weapons p l a t o o n  w a s  a f i n e  p l a t o o n  d i s c i p l i n e -
w i s e  compared t o  t h e  r i f l e  p l a t o o n s ,  s o  I j u s t  f i g u r e d  t h a t  
t h a t  might be  t h e  r ea son  why t h e  u n i t  was l i k e  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  
what I f i g u r e d  it was. The u n i t  was n o t  d i s c i p l i n e d  b e f o r e  
t hey  came o v e r  t o  Vietnam and t h e y  would j u s t  con t i nue  t o  be 
an  u n d i s c i p l i n e d  u n i t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way I s t a r t e d  summing it 
up. O f  c o u r s e ,  I d i d n ' t  h e l p  it o u t  anyway. I had my a t t i t u d e  
l i k e  it w a s .  

Q - Would you t e l l  General  PEERS a l i t t l e  more about  
t h e  n i g h t  s e c u r i t y  s i t u a t i o n  you found when you w e r e  o u t  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  t h e  p l a t o o n ?  

A. My p la toon- - I  found them s l e e p i n g .  The excuse  they 
gave--not an  excuse--the way they  see i t ,  they  s a y ,  "Well, i f  
t h e  NVA's  come i n  o r  C h a r l i e  comes i n ,  s u r e  t h e y  might  k i l l  
somebody, b u t  w e  w i l l  a l l  b e  a l e r t  by t h a t  t i m e  and be  ready 
t o  f i g h t  them s o  t h e y  s a y  t h e r e  i s  no r ea son  t o  s t a y  awake." 
I j u s t  shake my head back and f o r t h  and s a i d ,  "What k ind  
of  a u n i t  am I i n ? "  Nobody wants t o  p u l l  s e c u r i t y .  I ' m  h a l f  
wor r i ed  about  my w i f e  i n  Japan  anyway. My w i f e  i s  wor r i ed  
about  m e  b e i n g  back i n  Vietnam aga in  f o r  my t h i r d  t o u r .  Of 
c o u r s e ,  I had  my problems on my mind t o o  and I a m  t h i n k i n g  
about  t h i s  and I went t o  t h e  company commander and s a i d ,  " S i r ,  
t h e y ' r e  a l l  s l e e p i n g . "  
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"Naw, they  a i n ' t  a l l  s l e e p i n g .  Somebody's bound 
t o  be awake. W e  g o t  o u r  l i s t e n i n g  p o s t s  o u t  t h e r e . "  I d o n ' t  
agree  wi th  t h a t  because many t imes i n  Korea you would p u t  o u t  
l i s t e n i n g  p o s t s  and t h e  Chinese j u s t  bypass them because nobody 
s t u d i e s  t h e  a r e a  a t  n i g h t  and e x a c t l y  where you a r e  going t o  
p u t  t h e  l i s t e n i n g  p o s t s .  "Okay, Sergeant  RAYNOR, I want you t o  
p u t  a l i s t e n i n g  p o s t  r i g h t  t h e r e . "  Okay, s o  i t ' s  on a t r a i l .  
One t r a i l .  One p l a toon  may have one over  he re  and one over  
h e r e ,  i f  t hey  d i d  p u t  o u t  t h r e e .  I ' m  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  t h a t  
they  d i d  p u t  o u t  t h r e e  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I know t h a t  I p u t  o u t  an 
ambush o r  my p la toon  e i t h e r  p u t  an ambush o r  a l i s t e n i n g  p o s t  
o u t .  But t h e  a r e a  was never  s t u d i e d  o r  no th ing  because w e  
always moved i n  l a t e  a t  n i g h t  o r  l a t e  i n  t h e  evening where 
you should  s tudy  t h e  a r e a  t o  where would be t h e  b e s t  approach 
and maybe t h i s  one would have been b e t t e r ,  b u t  j u s t  p u t  one 
o u t  t h e r e  and expec t  him t o  s t o p  t h e  NVA' s o r  V C ' s  from i n -
f i l t r a t i n g ,  t h a t ' s  maybe a d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y .  

Q How about  t h e  pe r sona l  appearances  o f  t h e  men i n  
t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. No, hygiene.  When I joined t h e  u n i t ,  they  never  
had a h a i r c u t  i n  2 months, shave--one t ime ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  t h e  
l o n g e s t  t ime I s t a y e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  I never  had t ime t o  shave 
because they moved from 7:30 i n  t h e  morning t o  4:30 i n  t h e  
evening.  What I wanted t o  do--one t i m e  I thought  about maybe 
s topp ing  my p l a toon  and o rgan iz ing  around some wa te r  and g e t t i n g  
them c leaned  up, b u t  t hen  I s a i d ,  "Well, we ' re  s o  p re s sed  f o r  
t i m e  w e  d o n ' t  have t ime."  We k e p t  moving from p o i n t  A t o  p o i n t  
C and n o t  doing a damn t h i n g  b u t - - c a n ' t  s ea rch  no th ing .  By 
t h e  way, t hey  bought my sugges t ion ,  too .  L a t e r  on they s t a r t e d  
s topp ing  and c l o v e r - l e a f i n g  o u t .  I t o l d  them, "This i s  a 
bunch o f  bull, going from p o i n t  A t o  p o i n t  C ,  ' c a u s e  t h e  men 
g e t  t i r e d  and they  a r e  always on t h e  move and t h e r e  i s  no t i m e  
t o  wash; no t i m e  t o  shave;  no t ime t o  r e l a x . "  

COL FRANKLIN: The award ceremony t h a t  you had,  would you 
d e s c r i b e  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  we g o t  them a l l  o u t  t h e r e  i n  format ion.  I 
t o l d  them--the o r d e r  come down f o r  everybody t o  b louse  t h e i r  
p a n t s ,  t a k e  t h e  t o i l e t  paper  and mosquitoe r e p e l l a n t  from 
t h e i r  helment ,  and look l i k e  s o l d i e r s  aga in .  My whole pla toon--
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what made m e  s o  angry.  They were going t o  t h e  beach t h a t  
af ternoon--what  made me s o  angry ,  when I t r i e d  t o  g ive  them 
some c l o s e  o r d e r  d r i l l  and d r e s s  them up--laugh. The p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r  w a s  t h e r e ,  L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS and t h e  company was t h e r e .  
I t  made me r e a l l y  angry.  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  men ca r ed  l e s s  anyway, 
I guess  and probab ly  l o s t  r e s p e c t  i n  m e  anyway and I t r i e d  t o  
g i v e  them c l o s e  o r d e r  d r i l l  t o  q e t  them shaped up and t h e y  
wou ldn ' t  do it. They laughed a t  m e .  

Q You d e s c r i b e d  g e t t i n g  your men a l l  i n  t h e  p r o p e r
uniform. Descr ibe  t h e  rest  o f  t h e  company and what t h e y  a l l  
d i d .  

,
A. They a l l  f e l l  o u t  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  Towel around 
t h e i r  neck,  b o o t s  unbloused,  t r o u s e r s  unbloused,  a l l  k i n d s  o f  
le t ters  on t h e i r  he lme t s .  Colonel  BEERS come aroudd and 
s t a r t e d  p i n n i n g  t h e s e  peop le  and awarding t h e  p u r p l e  h e a r t s ;  
t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  w e  g o t  mortared and e v e r y t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  I t  
w a s  a s o r r y  s i g h t .  The men s t i l l  d i d n ' t  have no h a i r c u t s .  I 
asked  them how come t h e y  d i d n ' t  send  t h e  b a r b e r  k i t  o u t .  
"Don' t  have a b a r b e r  k i t  t o  send  o u t . "  T h e i r  h a i r  hangs down 
below t h e i r  e a r s ;  I t ' s  a s o r r y  s i g h t .  

Q What d i d  your  p l a t o o n  t e l l  you a f t e r  t h a t  format ion? 

A. The l e a d e r s  d i d .  Who were my l e a d e r s  t hen?  I d o n ' t  
see t h e i r  names h e r e .  I t h i n k  WEST went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e .  I 

MR WEST: D o  you t h i n k  by t h a t  t i m e  GRIMES and SMAIL--not t h e  
squad leader - - Joe  GRIMES--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  GRIMES. I t h i n k  
h e  i s  rea l  t a l l .  I t h i n k  he  went t o  j a i l  t o o ,  G R I M E S .  I 
wonder i f  t h a t ' s  him? The one I was t a l k i n g  about  and one 
o f  t h e  r i n g l e a d e r s  I had. I thought  he was going t o  t u r n  
o u t  r e a l  good, b u t  he j u s t  r e f u s e d  an o r d e r  t o  go t o  t h e  
f i e l d .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  him. A r e a l  t a l l  c o l o r e d  boy.  L a t e r  
on--I saw him coming back from t h e  s tockade  f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  
go--I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  him. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  anyway t h e y  t o l d  
m e  t h a t  t h e  men w i l l  do  n o t h i n g  I t e l l  them any more. The 
o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  f e l l  o u t  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  and t h e y  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  what one  p l a t o o n  can do t hey  can do. 

Of  c o u r s e ,  i f  they  had a l o t  o f  conf idence  i n  m e  
and e v e r y t h i n g  o f  t h e  s o r t  t h a t  a good l e a d e r  have a t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  t h e y  p robab ly  would have shaped them up. L ike  I s a y ,  
t hey  p robab ly  had a bad a t t i t u d e  on m e  because  I wanted o u t .  
I t  was known t o  everybody. I didn ' t  h i d e  it. Not on ly  because 
I was i n  a u n i t  down the re - - I  r e a d  an a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  newspaper 
and t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  reason  I vo lun t ee r ed  f o r  Vietnam t h e  t h i r d  
time--and o f  cou r se  my wi f e  had a f a c t o r  i n  it too--was t h a t  
you went 
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o v e r  f o r  y o u r  second  o r  t h i r d  t o u r ,  a t  Long Binh t h e y  w i l l  
s t o p  you t h e r e .  I g o t  o v e r . t h e r e  and f i l l e d  o u t  a p r e f e r e n c e  
s h e e t  and t h e y  s a i d  one  t h i n g  a f t e r  a n o t h e r ,  "No, n o ,  no;  
you g o t  no  p r o f i l e .  You a r e  g o i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d . "  Later 
on what h u r t  m e  when I went t o  d i v i s i o n ,  I found o u t  p e o p l e  
t h a t  have  n o t  been i n  t h e  f i e l d  y e t  a r e  back i n  d i v i s i o n  and 
I had t h i s  a t t i t u d e  when I ' w e n t  down t h e r e .  I t  was my f a u l t .  
L i k e  I t o l d  you b e f o r e ,  i t  was my f a u l t  and I was v e r y  s o r r y .  
I t o l d  C a p t a i n  MEDINA,  s o  I s a i d  I wanted o u t .  " I  d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  I s h o u l d  s t a y  o u t  h e r e  any l o n g e r  t h a n  I h$ve t o . "  

COL FRANKLIN: C o n s i d e r i n g  a l l  your  t r o o p  d u t y  and combat ,  
how would you compare C h a r l i e  Company w i t h  a l l  t h e  u n i t s  
t h a t  you have  e v e r  been i n  d u r i n g  your  Army c a r e e r ?  

A. I c o n s i d e r  i t  n o t  a u n i t .  I t ' s  j u s t  a mob w i t h  
r i f l e s .  

10: Did t h e y  k e e p  t h e i r  weapons c l e a n ?  

A. R i g h t .  I made my p l a t o o n  k e e p  them c l e a n .  

Q =  How a b o u t  d i g g i n g  i n  a t  n i g h t  t i m e .  When t h e y  s t o p p e d ,
d i d  t h e y  d i d  i n ?  

A. Never d i g  i n .  

Q Did t h e y  g e t  any overhead c o v e r ?  

A. Most o f  t h e  t i m e  w e  moved i n  on a h i l l  you c o u l d n ' t  
d i g  i n  anyway b e c a u s e  w e  always s e t  up on t h e  h i g h  ground a t  
n i g h t  and i t  was h a r d  enough f o r  a p l a t o o n  t o  g e t  up ,  and w e  
had a company. Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  company i s n ' t  v e r y  b i g  anyway 
and nobody--l ike I s a y ,  w e  o n l y  c a r r i e d  two e n t r e n c h i n g  t o o l s  
p e r  p l a t o o n  and I a m  t h e  o n l y  one t h a t  c a r r i e d  one o f  them. 
I a lways  b e l i e v e  i n  d i g g i n g  i n  b e c a u s e  I ' v e  been i n  combat 
q u i t e  a b i t  and  I know what happens when m o r t a r  comes i n ,  you 
a i n ' t  g o i n g  t o  d i g  ground w i t h  y o u r  f i n g e r s  o r  a spoon o r  he lmet .  
Not up t h e r e  i n  t h a t  d i r t  you a i n ' t  g o i n g  t o  d i g  l i k e  t h a t .  
On s a n d  maybe--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The n i g h t  t h e  m o r t a r s  came i n ,  w e r e  
t h e y  dug in? 
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A.  No. Whqn t h e  mor t a r s  came i n ,  they had a l o t  of 
ho l e s  up t h e r e .  They had a l o t  of h o l e s  a l r e a d y .  We g o t  
there p r e t t y  e a r l y  t h a t  evening.  W e  g o t  up t h e r e  about 3 
o ' c lock  I t h i n k .  Usually w e  would g e t  t h e r e  a t  4 : 3 0  o r  5:00 
b u t  that t i m e  t h e r e  was h o l e s  a l r e a d y ,  b u t  t h e y  improved the 
h o l e s  and w e  passed around t h e  shove l  and a t  t h a t  t ime w e  
c a r r i e d  t h r e e  i n  t h e  p l a toon .  I t  came o u t  t h a t  you w i l l  c a r r y  
t h r e e  en t r ench ing  t o o l s  and mainly what t h e  en t r ench ing  t o o l  
w a s  used f o r  w a s  f o r  them t o  d i g  up g raves  and s e a r c h  f o r  
equipment o r  any th ing  e l s e  i n  t h e r e .  They d i d  t h a t  one t i m e  
w i t h  mine and t h e y  never  borrowed i t  aga in  t o  do it because 
i t  s tunk  t o o  bad. I never  l e t  them do t h a t  aga in .  I t o l d  
them you a i n '  t borrowing mine aga in  f o r  t h a t  s t u f f .  A g rave  
is a grave .  I d o n ' t  c a r e  what they  b u r i e d  i n  t h e r e .  They 
a i n ' t  going t o  use  my en t r ench ing  t o o l  no more. The rest of 
the t ime- - tha t ' s  t h e  on ly  t i m e  I e v e r  saw them dug i n .  Another 
t i m e  r i g h t  on t h a t  LZ t hey  dug prone s h e l t e r s ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  
on ly  two times I e v e r  saw them dug i n .  The r e s t  of  t h e  t i m e  
it was j u s t  move i n t o  a p o s i t i o n ,  set  up,  and t h a t ' s  it. 

Q Did you e v e r  have any overhead cover  a t  a l l ?  

A. Only one p o s i t i o n  t h a t  had overhead cover  a l r eady .  
W e l l ,  Ross had it a l r eady .  I wouldn ' t  t r u s t  t h e  bunkers 
anyway 

Q. I ' m  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about a n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. N o  overhead cover ;  no foxholes .  J u s t  move i n t o  
the a r e a ,  se t  up, and t h a t ' s  it. H e l i c o p t e r s  come i n ,  chow, 
m a i l ,  and t ha t ' s  about  i t .  I t  was t h e  o l d  r o u t i n e  a l l  t h e  
way through.  A s  a u n i t ,  it was n o t  a t r a i n e d  u n i t .  It  
proved i tself  l a te r  on--of cou r se ,  t hey  l o s t  a l o t  of t h e s e  
people  h e r e  and went t o  Quang Ngai f o r  a b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
N V A 1 s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  3/1 I n f a n t r y ,  t o o ,  t hey  g o t  themselves 
p r e t t y  w e l l  c lobbered ,  bo th  u n i t s .  W e  had t o  p u l l  them o u t .  
O f  course ,  we never  had re inforcements  t o  p u t  i n  anyway, s o  
it showed i t s e l f .  I t  couldn '  t handle  i t s e l f  aga ins t - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Where was t h i s  now? 

A. 1 A t  Quang Ngai--west of  Quang Ngai. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I 
w a s  i n  G 3 .  I k e p t  c l o s e  t r a c k  of t h e  1 / 2 0  because of the 
fact - -
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MR WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You were G3, i n  d i v i s i o n ?  

A.  Divis ion .  I went t o  G3. I went t o  G3, DOT. I 
went t h e r e ,  b u t  I kep t  c l o s e  t r a c k  of my company up t h e r e  
' c ause  I had a l o t  of f r i e n d s  i n  it, t o o .  Even though I had 
a bad a t t i t u d e  a g a i n s t  t h e  company I s t i l l  had a l o t  of  
f r i e n d s  up t h e r e ,  s o  I kep t  t r a c k  of  i t  and i t s  c a s u a l t i e s  
t h a t  came up. I knew from t h e  s t a r t - - t h e  men s a i d ,  "Well,  
when w e  m e e t  a b i g  u n i t  we w i l l  modify o v e r s e l v e s  t o  meet 
t h a t  u n i t .  I f  we d o n ' t  meet it now, t h a t  d o n ' t  mean we c a n ' t  
f i g h t  a good u n i t .  " I always l ea rned  from expe r i ence  i f  you 
d o n ' t  do r i g h t  a g a i n s t  a smal l  u n i t ,  when you meet a b i g  u n i t  
you a i n ' t  going t o  do anyth ing  r i g h t  e i t h e r .  Because you have 
t o  s ta r t  from t h e  low l e v e l  and t h i s  i s  what happens. I n  f a c t ,  
t h e  company l o s t - - t h e  b a t t a l i o n  l o s t - - I  d o n ' t  know what t h e  
c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e  was, b u t  i t  l o s t  heavy, r i g h t  t h e r e .  My 
company l o s t  heavy r i g h t  t h e r e .  

10: How were they  i n  movement and p r o t e c t i n g  themselves  
a g a i n s t  mines and booby t r a p s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. W e  were moving t o o  f a s t .  I never  s een  no th ing  
l i k e  t h a t .  Going from p o i n t  A t o  p o i n t  C and y o u ' r e  n o t  
accomplishing no th ing .  The t a c t i c s  were bad. The war i s  n o t  
going t o  be  over  and t h a t ' s  why I t o l d  t h e  company commander, 
"The war i s  n o t  going t o  be ove r  s o  why should w e  move from A 
t o  C?" W e  a r e  n o t  doing no th ing  b u t  moving. The VC f i r e  from 
high ground. The same o l d  r o u t i n e .  I s a i d ,  "Why d o n ' t  w e  
j u s t  s t o p  and s e a r c h  t h e  a r e a  o u t  and make s u r e  t h e r e  i s n ' t  
no th ing  i n  t h e r e  and then  move?" I b e l i e v e  i n  t h i s  and w e  
d i d  t h i s  i n  t h e  35th  I n f a n t r y  when I w a s  ove r  t h e r e  i n  Vietnam 
be fo re .  We stopped--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Which o u t f i t  i n  t h e  35th were you i n ?  

A. The 2/35, s i r .  Colonel  FEAR w a s  t h e  commander, s i r .  

Q FEAR? F-E-A-R? You must have been t h e r e  i n  1966? 

A. Righ t ,  s i r .  

Q : Up i n  t h e  h igh lands?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  
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( A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  the  proceedings t h e  I0 l e f t  
t he  hearing.  ) 

MR WEST: Sergeant  RAYNOR, I show you a couple of photographs 
h e r e  wi th  the  names blocked o f f .  Do you recognize e i t h e r  of 
t h e s e  t w o  men? 

(The witness  was shown photographs of  WEST and 
GRIMES. 

A. Yes. I dontt remember t o o  much about h i m ,  bu t  WEST 
I know. 

Q You i d e n t i f y  t h e  photograph on your l e f t  a s  WEST. 
That ' s  c o r r e c t .  You d o n ' t  remember t h e  o t h e r  man? That man 
is GRIMES, Joe GRIMES. 

A.  I got  them mixed up then;  t h a t  i s n ' t  t h e  one I was 
t a l k i n g  about.  

g H e  had t h e  second squad i n  mid-March 1968. Now, 
I d o n ' t  know about when you g o t  t h e r e .  

A. No. He wasn ' t  one of my squad l e a d e r s .  I d o n ' t  
know too much about him. I n  f a c t ,  I c a n ' t  even p lace  him. 
WEST I know though. He was one of my squad l e a d e r s  o r  team 
l e a d e r s .  

COL FRANKLIN: What w a s  t h e  f i r s t  d i s c i p l i n e  problem you had 
i n  t h a t  platoon? The f i r s t  time you grabbed hold  of  somebody 
and took them up through your chain of command? Who was it and 
what happened? 

A. GOODSON. He was t e l l i n g  h i s  squad l eader  t o  go t o  
h e l l  a l l  t h e  t i m e  and arguing with h i s  squad l e a d e r s .  H e  i s  
t h e  s o r r i e s t .  I t o l d  him t h a t  I was going t o  court-mart ia l  
him because t h e  way he t a lked  and I t o l d  h i s  squad l eader  who 
was an E-6, i n s t a n t  NCO i s  what they c a l l  them--I t r i e d  t o  
i n s t i l l  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h i s  man and g e t  GOODSON l i k e  t h a t  'cause 
he would never t ake  him up t o  the  platoon l eader .  I took it 
up many times t o  t h e  platoon l eader  on t h i s  GOODSON. 

Q What happened? What d i d  t h e  p la toon l eader  do? 
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A. Nothing. He s a i d ,  "We c a n ' t  do nothing with him. 
Tha t ' s  what h.e wants." He s a i d ,  "We a r e  going t o  keep him 
out  here .  Tha t ' s  i t . "  

Q Did you t ake  it t o  t h e  company commander? 

Q So, d i d  he  j u s t  keep t e l l i n g  t h e  squad l eader  t o  
go t o  h e l l ?  

A. Y e s .  T h a t ' s  why I s a i d  I was going t o  court-mart ia l  
him. I s t a r t e d  po in t ing  out--I s a i d  I am going t o  court-mart ia l  
you. This is no t  t h e  way t o  do it, bu t  t h i s  i s  the  only way 
I came t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  I am going t o  s t o p  t h i s .  I am 
going t o  start wi th  you f i r s t .  I t o l d  NERIA i f  he d o n ' t  watch 
h l s  mouth--he w a s  a l i t t l e  s h o r t  Mexican--if you d o n ' t  watch ' 

your mouth I ' m  going t o  g e t  you too .  H e  was always mouthing 
o f f .  H e  t h inks  he is r e a l  h o t .  I always had t o  t e l l  him--
MCDONALD wasn ' t  t o o  strac. I t ' s  my f a u l t .  I d o n ' t  know. I 
was s o r r y  I even got  i n t o  t h e  m e s s  and I j u s t  made t h e  t h i n g  
probably worse by me being t h e r e .  I f e l t  very s o r r y ,  l i k e  I 
t o l d  Captain MEDINA, I was sorry t h e  way--I cou ldn ' t  s e e  no 
s o l u t i o n .  I t r i e d  t o  eva lua te  t h e  problems and use a l l  t h i s  
l eader sh ip  s t u f f  and t r y  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  how t o  s t r a i g h t e n  them 
o u t  and I w a s  g e t t i n g  them back p r e t t y  good. Like I say ,  I 
s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  my platoon back i n ,  b u t  one platoon o u t  of a 
company--this is-- i f  I could have had t h e  o t h e r  p la toon se rgean t s  
working with me we could have d i d  this and i f  w e  had t h e  
commanders t o  back us  up. Now, I d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  say I am 
going t o  t a k e  a man a l l  t h e  way up t o  b a t t a l i o n  and do t h i s .  
This is no t  t h e  way you're  supposed t o  do it. The company 
commander knew my t roub les  because t h e  o t h e r  p la toon se rgean t s  
took them up. That 's why they came t o  me and s a i d  "Sergeant 
RAYNOR, d o n ' t  b r ing  them up t h e r e .  You a i n ' t  going t o  g e t  no 
r e s u l t s . "  The 1st and 2d Platoons was worse than my platoon.  
The way the  platoon se rgean t  t a l k e d ,  it was s o  bad it was p i t -
i f u l .  They complained t o  m e  every evening. Every evening we 
would g e t  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  p la toon s e r g e a n t s ,  and i r o n  o u t  and 
look a t  o u r  t roub les  and I t o l d  them I was having t roub les  too .  
I asked t h e m  what t h e  s o l u t i o n  was t o  t h i s  t h i n g  and they s a i d  
there was no s o l u t i o n  t o  i t ,  and t h a t ' s  what they d id .  They I 

j u s t  f o r g o t  about it. "Be a good Joe." I d o n ' t  be l i eve  i n  
t h a t .  E i t h e r  I am a l e a d e r  o r  I am n o t  a l e a d e r ,  so  I s a i d ,  
" W e l l ,  the h e l l  with it. I ' m  going t o  g e t  ou t  of t h i s  u n i t .  
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I d o n ' t  c a r e  what they th ink . "  So I made an effort t o  g e t  
o u t ,  and I got  ou t .  They run m e  out  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  b u t  
I got  out,. 

MR WEST: What were your d u t i e s  with t h e  G3 of t h e  Arneri-
c a l  Division? 

A .  I t  w a s  DOT. DOT, o rganiza t ion  and t r a i n i n g .  That 
was new t o  me j t o o ,  because I ' v e  always been i n  a l i n e  u n i t .  
I d i d n ' t  know what a TO&E i s .  

Q Sergeant RAYNOR, while  you were w i t h  t h e  G 3  s e c t i o n  
of t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  d id  you hear  anything about an in-
v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  opera t ion  a g a i n s t  (My Lai ( 4 )  on 16 March 
1968 i n  which many Vietnamese were k i l l e d ?  

A .  No, I never heard nothing up t h e r e  about it. Like 
I say again ,  t h e  only time I heard it I forgot  about i t  u n t i l  
I read it i n  t h e  newspaper. I remember t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  re-
p o r t  on it ,  which I kep t  on f i l e - - I  kep t  a l l  t h e  a f t e r  ac t ion  
r e p o r t s  on it, b u t  it d i d n ' t  mention no massacre on it, though. 
I t  sounded l i k e  a p r e t t y  good b a t t l e  f o r  us and a p r e t t y  good 
v i c t o r y  f o r  C Company, the  way it looked on paper. 

Q. - Sergeant RAYNOR, you mentioned a combat a c t i o n  
r e p o r t .  I ' l l  show you Exhibi t  R-2 and ask i f  you've e v e r  
seen t h i s  before?  

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  You might j u s t  check over t h e  da tes  
and so  f o r t h ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  t h i s  is  what I s a w .  When I 
got  up t o  G 3  everyth ing  was i n  a mess. I d o n ' t  see how they 
eve r  got  i n t o  t h e  f i l e s .  I d i d n ' t  never work a s  an opera t ions  
se rgean t  be fo re ,  b u t  I got  some A R ' s ,  and I s t a r t e d  s t r a i g h t -
ening them o u t ,  and I s t r a igh tened  them o u t ,  and I happened 
t o  run over--I c a n ' t  say it was t h i s  one o r  n o t ,  but  it sounded 
l i k e  a good v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  u n i t  I was i n .  You know, t h e  un i t .  
While I was looking a t  t h e  f igures- - I  think t h e r e  was a hundred 
and something k i l l e d  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  but  I ' m  n o t  sure  
i f  t h i s  is t h e  one I was looking a t  o r  not .  I t  might have 
been, but  I was s t r a i g h t e n i n g  up t h e  f i l e s  and p u t t i n g  a l l  
the--going by t h e  years  and months and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  them 
organized l i k e  they w a s  supposed t o  be organized,  which I d id .  
But I ' m  not  s u r e  i f  it was t h a t  r e p o r t  o r  not .  

Q. I n  t h e  course of t h a t ,  you ran i n t o  t h e  combat 
a c t i o n  r e p o r t  you spoke o f ?  

(RAYNOR) 4 2  
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A. Yes. 

Q I s e e .  

A.  I f i l e d  them Sy d a t e s ,  I mean months and y e a r s .  

Q Sergeant  RAYNOR, we very much a p p r e c i a t e  your
coming i n ,  and you've g i v e  us much u s e f u l  i n fo rma t ion .  Can 
you t h i n k ' o f  any th ing  e l s e  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  t e l l  us 
t h a t  might h e l p  us i n  ou r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h e r e ?  

A. N O ,  t h e  only t h i n g  i s  I f e l t  very bad about my 
a t t i t u d e  and my way of-- the  way my l e a d e r s h i p  was i n  t h e  u n i t .  
I f e l t  very bad about it f o r  a long  t ime ,  because I l e t  t h e  
u n i t  down. This  i s  no way a noncommissioned o f f i c e r  should  
a c t ,  b u t  I had more wor r i e s  than  j u s t  t h a t .  I had my wor r i e s  
about my wi fe  i n  Japan and be ing  s i c k  wi th  TB and be ing  i n  a 
u n i t  l i k e  t h a t  where everybody s l e e p s  and d i s c i p l i n e - w i s e .  I 
j u s t  had i n  me  a h a t r e d  f o r  t h e  u n i t .  I d i d n ' t  want t o  s t a y ,  
and I was j u s t  s o r r y  myself a s  a noncommissioned o f f i c e r  t h a t  
I c o u l d n ' t  s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  a u n i t ,  which I always managed t o  
do before .  

Q. How long d i d  you s t a y  wi th  t h e  America1 Div is ion?  

A. I s t ayed  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

Q When d i d  you l eave?  

A. I l e f t  i n  March of  1 9 6 9 .  

Q - Did you keep t r a c k  of C h a r l i e  Company throughout  
t h a t  t ime? Was t h e r e  any change i n  t h e  company, would you say?  

A. I t  seemed l i k e  t h e r e  was, because I met some men i n  
t h e  h o s p i t a l .  The re ' s  a h o s p i t a l  r i g h t  down from t h e  312th 
Evac, I t h i n k .  J u s t  below t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I ' m  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  
what it w a s .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  t h e  312th. I bumped i n t o  some new 
men t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h i s  b a t t l e  wi th  C Company w e s t  of Duc Pho, 
and they  w e r e  p r e t t y  proud of  t h e i r  u n i t .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t o  
hea r  somebody t a l k  about t h e  u n i t ,  they s a i d  they  was w i l l i n q  
t o  t a n g l e  w i t h  anybody, even though they s u f f e r e d  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
b u t  t hey  thought  they  w e r e  p r e t t y  good. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  
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might have ,been a change,  a change f o r  t h e  b e t t e r ,  b u t  I 
t h i n k - - i t  sounded l i k e  t h e  way--if t h e  men t a l k  about it, 
then  it might be  p r e t t y  good. Maybe a f t e r  I l e f t  they 
probably were b e t t e r ;  I don ' t  know. 

Q Thi s  was i n  1969 t h i s  t ime? 

A. Right .  I t h i n k  I t a l k e d  t o  them in--I  t h i n k  i t  
was January 1969 o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  They t a l k e d  about 
t h e  u n i t  be ing  good, b u t  t hen  y o u ' r e  going t o  have t o  under-
s t a n d  e x a c t l y  what they  mean "good," because C Com~anyc a l l e d  
themselves good when I was t h e r e ,  and I thought  it was j u s t  
t h e  oppos i t e .  J u s t  l i k e  NERIA w a s  b o a s t i n g  t h a t  h i s  u n i t  was 
good and b o a s t i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  people they  s a i d  t hey  k i l l e d  up 
there--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. My Lai ( 4 )  . And he  w a s  b o a s t i n g  about i t ,  k i l l i n g  
a l l  t h o s e  VC. GOODSON w a s  b o a s t i n g  about it. You go t  t o  have 
your opinion--what my opin ion  was, it never  changed a s  long  as--
I d o n ' t  have t h a t  much longe r  t o  do i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  ' cause  I g e t  
o u t  in--my r e t i r e m e n t  i s  up i n  August, b u t  as long as  I s t a y  i n  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  and t h i n k  about it, t h e  u n i t  w a s  never  a  d i s c i p l i n e d  
u n i t ,  as f a r  as  I.am concerned about  i t ,  i n  Vietnam. I t ' s  the 
wors t  u n i t  I have e v e r  been i n  i n  t h e  Army, and I never  could 
have s t r a i g h t e n e d  it o u t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  un l e s s  I would have 
had t h e  backing of a l l  t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  and t h e  company 
commander. 

MR WEST: Sergeant  RAYNOR, we thank you very much. The hear ing  
w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  r eces sed  a t  1015 h o u r s ,  7 February 1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: RODRIGUEZ,  Diego N .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 4  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rif1eman;second 
p l a toon ,  C/1/20. 

1. PmOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  Captain  MEDINA t e l l i n g  them they 
would be  flown i n  on t h e  1 6 t h  and s t a t i n g  t h e r e  were no 
c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  only  V i e t  Cong (pg.  4 ) .  The 
c i v i l i a n s  had secret i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  t h e  G I ' s  were coming 
i n  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  The wi tnes s  s a i d  they  were t o  move i n  and 
g a t h e r  t h e  people  i n  one p l a c e ,  t h e s e  were a l l  VC; he could 
r e c a l l  no s t a t emen t  about k i l l i n g  l i v e s t o c k  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ) .  H e  
r e p l i e d  t o  q u e s t i o n s  s ay ing  t h a t  MEDINA had n o t  t o l d  them t o  
k i l l  eve ry th ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 6 ) .  The wi tnes s  
admi t ted  t h a t  he  never  p a i d  t o o  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e s e  
b r i e f i n g s  (pg. 7 ) .  

2. THE ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a. Movement through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  squad moved on l i n e  
upon landing .  Everyone was f i r i n g  inc lud ing  t h e  doorgunners 
of  the  l i f t  s h i p s ,  b u t  he hea rd  no h o s t i l e  f i r e  (pgs .  1 0 , l l ) .  
A s  h i s  p l a toon  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  they  s h o t  t h e  people  
i n  t h e  hootches  and t h e  bunkers (pg. 12)  . The wi tnes s  
a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  men w e r e  doing what they  thought  they were 
supposed t o  do (pg. 11). The w i t n e s s  and TREVINO went t o  
a s p o t  marked by smoke, found two dead VC,  and secured  t h e i r  
weapons (pgs .  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  The rest of h i s  p l a toon  cont inued  
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c. Use of mari juana.  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he knew o f  no mari juana 
problem i n  h i s  squad and was aware of  no one under i t s  
i n f l u e n c e  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  1 9 ,  2 0 )  . 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0955 hours ,  2 4  January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Diego RODRIGUEZ. 

,(MR RODRIGUEZ, was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

RCDR : Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion  and 
address?  

A. Diego N.  RODRIGUEZ, watchmaking and jewelry .  

Q. Where is  your address  p l e a s e ,  s i r ?  

A. 3420 Steward Drive,  F o r t  Worth, Texas. 

MR WEST: M r .  RODRIGUEZ, have you r ead  o u r  E x h i b i t  M-57 
which c o n t a i n s  in format ion  about t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of 
o u r  i n q u i r y  h e r e  fu rn i shed  you by t h e  r e c o r d e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

0. D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  i t ?  

A. No. W e l l ,  I have one q u e s t i o n .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ?  

A .  I ' l l  g i v e  you--You know, I ' l l  say  any answers,  
b u t  I won' t  g i v e  you no names. 

Q I unders tand.  You a r e  ready t o  answer q u e s t i o n s ,  
b u t  you d o n ' t  want t o  g i v e  t h e  names of anybody t h a t  may have 
done something i n  My Lai .  Is t h a t  t h e  i dea?  

A .  Right .  

Q. M r .  RODRIGUEZ, you may remember toward t h e  end of  
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t h i s  s t a t emen t  it mentioned n o t  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  t e s t imony ,ex -
c e p t  b e f o r e  perhaps  some a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s -
l a t i v e  body. Do you remember t h a t  p a r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q There i s  a subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Serv i -
ces Committee which is  t a l k i n g  t o  people  about t h e  My Lai  in -
c i d e n t .  Some of  t h e  people  who appear  he re  a s  w i tnes ses  a r e  
asked t o  c o m e  over  t o  t h e  House of Represen ta t ives  and t a l k  
t o  t h e  subcommittee. I want t o  make it c l e a r  t h a t  when we 
a sk  you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony,  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  apply t o  
t h a t  subcommittee. I f  they  ask you t o  come, whatever we've 
s a i d  about n o t  d i s c u s s i n g  your tes t imony d o e s n ' t  apply t o  t h a t  
subcommittee. Of cou r se ,  you should g i v e  your tes t imony t h e r e  
i f  t h e y  ask you t o  come. Have you r ece ived  an o r d e r  from t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  e i t h e r  t h e  ca se  of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  v. Calley 
o r  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  v. M i t c h e l l ?  

A .  An o r d e r ?  

Q .  This  would d i r e c t  you t o  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  what hap-
pened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 1 6  March 1968 t o  avoid any p u b l i c  d i s -
cus s ion .  The reason i s  t o  t r y  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e s e  two men, CALLEY 
and MITCHELL, have a f a i r  t r i a l  and t h e r e  is  n o t  t o o  much publ ic  
d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  ca se .  Have you r ece ived  such an o rde r?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember whether I d i d  o r  n o t .  I remem-
b e r  I r ead  about  something t h a t  s a i d  no t  t o  d i s c u s s  it t o  
anybody. 

Q. Y e s .  I t h i n k  you must have r ece ived  t h e  o r d e r  
because w e  have a l i s t  h e r e  of  t h e  people  t o  whom the  o r d e r  
w a s  s e n t  and you a r e  l i s t e d  a s  one of them and it g i v e s  your 
add res s  as 3420 S tewar t  Dr ive ,  F o r t  Worth. The l e t t e r  was 
mai led t o  you on t h e  26th of November 1969. I n  e f f e c t ,  you 
were n o t i f i e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  o r  d i s c l o s e  t o  anyone any i n f o r -
mation o r  evidence t h a t  you might possess  concerning a l l e g e d  
o f f e n s e s  charged as o c c u r r i n g  on o r  about 16 March 1968 i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o r d e r  i n  t h e  Uni ted 
S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey .  I wanted t o  t e l l  you t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
you have r ece ived  such an o r d e r  d o e s n ' t  p r even t  you from com-
i n g  h e r e  and t a l k i n g  t o  us  today.  T h a t ' s  p e r m i s s i b l e  w i t h i n  
t h e  t e r m s  of t h e  o r d e r .  Also,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you do come t o  
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t a l k  t o  us today  d o e s n ' t  have any e f f e c t  on t h i s  o r d e r  o f  t h e  
judge i n  t h e  calley c a s e .  You shou ld  s t i l l  a b i d e  by . t h a t .  
Since you are s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r ,  i t ' s  q u e s t i o n a b l e  whether  
you would be  c a l l e d  over  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  subcommittee ove r  t h e r e .-

I n  g e n e r a l  t h e y  have n o t  been t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  peop l e  who a r e  
p o t e n t i a l  w i t n e s s e s  i n  t h e  Ca l l ey  c a s e .  

, 

Q. For  t h e  r e c o r d ,  M r .  RODRIGUEZ, were you a mem-
b e r  o f  t h e  Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  I was. 


Q- When w e r e  you d i s cha rged?  


A. March 1 6 ,  1969. 

Q - J u s t  a y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  happened. 

Back on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March 1968,  what was your  
g rade  and what w a s  your  du ty  ass ignment?  

A. I w a s  a SP4, r i f l eman .  

Q. What o u t f i t ?  

A. C/1/20, 2d P l a t o o n ,  second squad.  

Q. 2 d  P l a t o o n ,  second squad? Is t h a t  Se rgean t  SHIELDS' 
squad? 

A. Se rgean t  SHIELDS' squad.  

Q b  A t  t h a t  t i m e  was C/1/20 p a r t  o f  Task Force  Barker?  

A. What do you mean, p a r t  o f  i t ?  

Q =  Was i t  a s s igned  to--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  was a p a r t .  R igh t .  

Q. Y e s .  P a r t  o f  i t .  Okay. When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  
of  t h e  p lanned  combat a s s a u l t  a g a i n s t  My La i  (4)? 

A. When d i d  I h e a r ?  
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Q .  Y e s ,  when d i d  you f i r s t  hea r  about  it? 

A. A f t e r  it happened? 

Q No? 

A. Before? 

Q .  Before .  Could it have been t h e  day b e f o r e  when 
Captain  MEDINA had a b r i e f i n g  of t h e  company? 

A. T h a t ' s  when it w a s ,  a day b e f o r e .  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  you heard  of i t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  when they  t o l d  us t h a t  w e  w e r e  going t o  
go on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Do you remember what he s a i d  about how long t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t o  l a s t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember a long  t h a t  l i n e .  

Q Do you remember a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  some men 
of t h e  company who had been k i l l e d ?  This  might have been he ld  
s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  I remember. 

Q.  Do you remember when it was? With r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
b r i e f i n g ,  w a s  it t h e  same day o r  t h e  day b e f o r e  o r  a week 
be fo re?  

A .  I t h i n k  it was a day b e f o r e .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  man t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  was he ld  
f o r  t h a t  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q .  Could you t e l l  u s  p l e a s e  what you remember about 
what Capta in  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  company t h a t  evening? 

A. W e l l ,  I remember he  s a i d  t o  be ready tomorrow 
morning when w e  would f l y  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  down t h e r e .  
They t o l d  u s  t h a t  a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  were be ing  warned t o  be--
t h e r e  w e r e  no c i v i l i a n s .  A l l  V i e t  Cong. They had s e c r e t  
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i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  o r  whatever you c a l l  i t ,  t h a t  t o l d  them t h e  
G I ' s  were coming in--they were going t o  move i n .  T h a t ' s  
what he  s a i d .  

Q Okay. Did he  t e l l  you what each p l a t o o n  w a s  t o  
do i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Did he  a s s i g n  miss ions  t o  t h e  t h r e e  
p l a toons  of t h e  company? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I f  they d i d ,  they  t a l k e d  it o u t  
by themselves ,  you know. The squad l e a d e r  don ' t - - they  
never d i d  t e l l  us  anyth ing  s i n c e  I was i n  t h e  p l a toon .  
W e  never  knew u n t i l  w e  were t h e r e .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  name of your p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was BROOKS, L i eu t enan t  BROOKS. 

Q - T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  And t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. LOPEZ? Was it LOPEZ? 

Q No. Do you remember BUCHANON? 

A. Y e s ,  Se rgeant  BUCHANON, t h a t ' s  who it w a s .  

Q. Wha.t, d i d  Captain  MEDINA t e l l  you a s  t o  what k ind  
of miss ion  t h i s  was? 

(Witness makes no response . )  

P r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime C h a r l i e  Company had been 
ass igned  u s u a l l y  on sea rch  and c l e a r  miss ions  where you would 
g e t  o u t  and p a t r o l .  You would go through v i l l a g e s  and search  
them looking  f o r  VC and VC equipment, weapons and r i c e  caches .  
There w a s  something d i f f e r e n t  about t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  Do you 
remember t h a t ?  

A .  I t h i n k  it w a s  s ea rch  and d e s t r o y .  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  What d i d  he say i n  connec t ion  wi th  
t h a t  a s  t o  what t h e  company w a s  supposed t o  do i n  t h e  hamlet? 

A. W e  are t o  move i n  and c l e a r  t h e  a r e a  and g a t h e r  
up t h e  people .  Whoever you s e e  g a t h e r  them up i n  one p l ace .  

Q. Did you j u s t  say t h a t  he s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  were a l l  
VC? 
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A. T h a t ' s  what he s a i d .  There was n o t  supposed t o  
be  no c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e .  When I g o t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was c i v i l i a n s  
t h e r e  a l l  over  t h e  p l a c e .  

Q Did he  say anything about  burn ing  t h e  houses 
o r  k i l l i n g  l i v e s t o c k  o r  d e s t r o y i n g  food? 

A. No, he  d i d n ' t  say no th ing  about t h a t .  

Q .  When t h e  b r i e f i n g  was o v e r ,  what d i d  you under-
s t a n d  t h e  o r d e r s  t o  be? What were you t o  do t h e  n e x t  day 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  I w a s  t o  do l i k e  any o t h e r  day. J u s t  watch o u t  
f o r  myself .  I t  wasn ' t  no d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  p l a c e .  

COL FRANKLIN: M r .  RODRIGUEZ,  on t h i s  o r d e r  that  you g o t  
from Capta in  MEDINA do you e v e r  remember him say ing  t h a t  
a l l  t h e  men are VC and a11 t h e  women w i l l  be wearing packs 
and t h e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  grow up t o  be VC? 

A. ' No, I d o n ' t  remember him say ing  t h a t .  

Q. Do you remember him say ing ,  "When I go through 
t h a t  v i l l a g e  I d o n ' t  want t o  s e e  anyth ing  a l i v e  b u t  us"?  

A. No. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Were you t o l d  by Capta in  MEDINA t o  k i l l  everybody 
i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

MR WEST: L e t ' s  go back t o  something you s a i d ,  M r .  RODRIGUEZ. 
Did you say  t h a t  he t a l k e d  about g a t h e r i n g  up Vietnamese people 
i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? Would you expand on t h a t ?  What d i d  he  say? 

A. He s a i d  t o  g a t h e r  up t h e  people  i n  one p l a c e  and 
t h a t ' s  what we w e r e  doing.  G e t  a l l  t h e  people  and p u t  them 
i n  one p l a c e  and s e a r c h  t h e  a r e a .  To t e l l  you the t r u t h ,  
everyt ime h e ' s  t a l k i n g  t o  us l i k e  t h a t  w e  never  d i d  pay any 
a t t e n t i o n  you know, t o  what t h e  c a p t a i n  was say ing  down t h e r e .  
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I m c a n ,  h c  'd  yat1lc.r c > v c ? r y b o d y  ui). Wc. w o u l d  I A ~  i n  t l ~ c .  L)<lck 
over h c r c  t a l k i n y  over h c r c .  

Q What w o u l d  you be doing i n s t ead  of l i s t e n i n g ?  

A. I ' d  be p lay ing  around. 

Q - Y o u  and w h o  else? 

A .  E v e r y b o d y  t h a t  w a s  there. W e  w o u l d  j u s t  l i s t e n  
for  a w h i l e  t o  w h a t  he w a s  say ing  and then--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h e  m e m b e r s  of y o u r  squad? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- D o  you r e m e m b e r  t h e  m e m b e r s  of your squad? C o u l d  
you give us the  n a m e s  of t h e m ?  

A. M y  squad? 

Q Y e s ?  Sergeant S H I E L D S  w a s  your squad leader? 

A .  T h e r e  w a s  me  and F e r n a n d o  TREVINO. 

Q. Y e s ,  there w e r e  t w o  T R E V I N O ' s  w e r e n ' t  there? 
Fernando and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  R o y .  I d o n ' t  k n o w  i f  R o y  w a s  
there. I don ' t  r e m e m b e r  i f  he w a s  there o r  n o t .  

Q- H e  w a s .  H e  w a s  here and t a l k e d  t o  us .  

A. I r e m e m b e r  he got  w o u n d e d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e m e m b e r  
i f  t h a t  w a s  before t h a t  or a f te r  t h a t .  . 

Q - BERNHARDT ? 

A. BERNHARDT w a s  there.  

9. I n  your squad? 

A. L e t ' s  see, w h o  else? 

Q. Who w a s  t h e  f i rs t  one you said? I d i d n ' t  ge t  
t h a t  d o w n ?  A l l  I ' ve  got d o w n  is S H I E L D S ,  BERNHARDT, TREVINO, 
TREVINO . 
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L e t ' s  see. MOSS? Was MOSS w i t h  u s ?  

I t h i n k  so. I s t a r t e d  t o  s ay  MOSS. 

BROWN. 

MacLin BROWN o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

MacLin BROWN. There  w e r e  t w o  BROWN'S. 

Who w a s  you g r e n a d i e r ?  

TREVINO . 
Was ROSCHEVITZ i n  your  squad? 

N o .  ROSCHEVITZ? 

Y e s ?  

A .  I t h i n k  h e  w a s  i n  t h i r d  or e i t h e r  f i r s t .  

Q Maybe w e  w i l l  t h i n k  of  s o m e  more h e r e  i n  a minute .  

A. W e  d i d n ' t  have t h e  complete squad' a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

Q Under s t r e n g t h ?  

A. W e  w e r e  s h o r t  you know. Sometime w e  w e r e  f i v e  o r  
s ix .  

Q - Did you have a machinegun team? 

A .  The machinegun, t hey  moved them around.  Sometimes 
t h e y  put  them i n  t h e  second.  The n e x t  day t h e y  p u t  them i n  
t h e  t h i r d ,  and t h e  n e x t  day t h e  f i r s t .  They j u s t  moved them 
around.  

Q. HOW about  DELGADO? 

A. H e  w a s  i n  t h i r d .  There  w a s  LACROIX, Se rgean t  
LACROIX. 

Q. Okay. Would you t e l l  u s  what happened t h e  n e x t  
day now when you w e r e  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

8 
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A.  The next  day? 

a .  Yes. The day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  when you moved i n  
t h e r e ?  When your  p l a toon  moved i n t o  My La i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 
196 8? 

A. When w e  g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

Q Yes? 

A. You mean when w e  were going through or  a f t e r  every-
t h i n g  happened? 

A. When you w e r e  s t a r t i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  nex t  
morning? 

A.  S t a r t i n g  i t ?  

Q A t  t h e  beginning? You have i n  f r o n t  of you now 
a blown-up a e r i a l  photograph of  My L a i  ( 4 )  and v i c i n i t y .  I t  
has  been admi t ted  i n t o  evidence as E x h i b i t  P-1. To your  
r i g h t  i s  a map, 1:25,000 s c a l e ,  which has  been admi t ted  i n  
evidence as E x h i b i t  MAP-4. You w i l l  n o t i c e  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 
your map h e r e  and t h e  s t ream running o u t .  

(Witness is  o r i e n t e d  on E x h i b i t s  P-1 and MAP-4.) 

A .  I w a s  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and 
b e f o r e  he landed t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  was f i r i n g  a l l  on t o p  of  t h e  
trees and everywhere around t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  

Q. The doorgunner? 

A .  Y e s ,  t h e  doorgunner. A f t e r  w e  landed we g o t  o f f  
and w e  made a l i n e ,  you know. 

0. Y e s .  Your p l a toon  was on t h e  l e f t  and t h e  1st 
Pla toon  w a s  on t h e  r i g h t .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  remember. I remember o u r  squad was 
where the  r ice paddys w e r e ,  you know. Most of  it w a s  r i c e  
paddys t h a t  w e  went through.  W e  h i t  a s m a l l  l i t t l e  i s l a n d  
you ca l l  i t ,  l i k e  two o r  t h r e e  houses .  W e  passed through 
t h e r e  and moved on. 

8. W i l l  you t e l l  us what your p l a toon  d i d  a s  you 
moved through t h e  hamlet  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  Other  t es t imony 
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i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you s t a r t e d  through the n o r t h  p a r t  of  t h e  hamlet 
and you went about h a l f  way through b e f o r e  moving o u t  i n  t h e  
rice paddys t o  p ick  up a couple  of weapons .and moving on u p  
t o  t h e  subhamlet  of Binh Tay. Could you d e s c r i b e  what your 
p l a toon  d i d  wh i l e  you were i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  You moved through 
l i k e  t h a t .  

A. A s  soon as  w e  g o t  o f f  and s t a r t  moving they  were 
f i r i n g .  

Q .  Your p l a toon  w a s  f i r i n g ?  

A. Everybody w a s  f i r i n g .  The h e l i c o p t e r s  up he re .  
They w e r e  f i r i n g  t o  t h e  f r o n t  of u s .  

Q Had you r ece ived  any h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  Had anyone
s h o t  a t  you? 

A. Not toward m e ,  I d i d n ' t  hea r  no s h o t s .  

Q D o  you know of  anybody t h a t  was f i r e d  a t  i n  t h e  
u n i t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. Nobody g o t  h i t  around t h e r e .  

Q. W a s  t h e r e  any r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l ?  

A. What do you mean by r e s i s t a n c e ?  

Q. Did you m e e t  any V i e t  Cong t h a t  w e r e  f i r i n g  a t  
you? Did you g e t  i n  a f i r e  f i g h t ?  Any mor ta rs?  

A. A l l  I saw w a s  two V i e t  Cong dead on t h e  r i c e  
paddys and two weapons. Me and TREVINO--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You had expected a ha rd  f i g h t  i n  
t h e r e ,  h a d n ' t  you? 

A. You know, l i k e  t h e  way they said--you g e t  o f f  and 
everybody i s  f i r i n g  and you d o n ' t  know what is going on. 

Q A s  it tu rned  o u t  you d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  a f i g h t  d i d  you? 

A .  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. You s a i d  a whi le  ago t h a t  you s a w  a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  
i n  t h e r e .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  
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A. They were s u r p r i s e d  because they  s tar ted running.  

Q What happened then?  What d i d  t h e  p l a toon  do when 
they  came upon t h e  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A .  Some, th,ey s topped them and t h e  rest  of them, 
they pushed them toward a p l a c e  down t h i s  way toward t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q M r .  RODRIGUEZ,  i s n ' t  it a f a c t  t h a t  your p l a toon  
a s  t hey  came upon t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  and t h e  people  
t h a t  l i v e d  t h e r e ,  t hey  k i l l e d  everyone they  came a c r o s s :  men, 
women, and c h i l d r e n ?  

A .  They must have. I won ' t  s a y ,  no. I won' t  s a y ,  yes.  

Q I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  any i n d i v i d u a l s .  I ' m  not  
t a l k i n g  about  you. I ' m  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  p l a toon?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  p l a toon .  

Q I s n ' t  it a f a c t  t h a t  everybody thought  t h a t  w a s  
what t hey  were supposed t o  do? To obey o r d e r s ?  

A. Not t o  m e .  I mean, I d i d n ' t  t a k e  t h e  o r d e r s  
t h a t  way i f  t hey  w e r e  t h a t  way. 

Q. What d i d  everybody else i n  t h e  p l a toon  do? 

A. ,They j u s t  d i d  what t hey  thought  t h e y  w e r e  supposed 
t o  do. 

Q We've t a l k e d  t o  a g r e a t  many people  i n  t h e  p la toon .  
W e  know p r e t t y  w e l l  what happened? 

A .  I know you a l l  know, now. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  h e a r  your v e r s i o n  o f  i t ?  Would you 
t e l l  us now what t h e  p l a toon  d i d  wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
Vietnamese people  t h a t  t hey  came a c r o s s  as, t hey  moved through 
My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  Like  I s a i d ,  I was over  h e r e .  Everybody was f i r i n g  
and, you know. You d o n ' t  know i f  y o u ' r e  h i t t i n g  somebody o r  
n o t .  You're f i r i n g  t o  t h e  f r o n t  a s  you move a long.  

Q. You w e r e n ' t  aiming a t  anybody? You w e r e  j u s t  shoot ing?  
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A. Shooting and making a l i n e  and j u s t  f i r e > a n d  go 
through.  

Q. What d i d  t h e  p l a toon  do when they  came a c r o s s  
some people?  When they  saw some people  and found them i n  
hootches  and found them i n  bunkers?  What d i d  t h e y  do? 

A. They s h o t  them. 

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  a group o f  people  out-
s i d e  a hootch of  1 0  o r  11 people ,  and ROSCHEVITZ s t a r t e d  
f i r i n g  a t  them w i t h  an M - 1 6 ,  and t h e  o t h e r s  jo ined  i n  and 
s h o t  them? Do you remember s e e i n g  t h a t ?  

A .  N o ,  I d i d n ' t  see ROSCHEVITZ. 

Q. Would you t e l l  us what your squad d i d ,  SCHIEL's 
squad? 

A .  W e l l ,  my squad--let  m e  t h i n k  back--me and TREVINO 
w a s  mostly t o g e t h e r .  

Q. Fernando? 

A. Fernando. 

When w e  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  I saw t h a t  SCHIEL w a s  i n  
f r o n t  of  m e .  We s t a r t e d  moving. Then he w a s  t o  my r i g h t  
and then  t o  my l e f t .  He was going a l l  over  t h e  p l a c e  and m e  
and TREVINO was always t o g e t h e r  u n t i l  somewhere i n  t h e  middle 
he re .  A h e l i c o p t e r  dropped smoke and SHIEL t o l d  m e  and 
TREVINO t o  go down and check it o u t  where t h e  smoke i s .  That 
i s  where w e  found t h e  two V i e t  Cong and a l l  t h e  rest of them. 

Q I s n ' t  it a f a c t  t h a t  t h e  whole p l a t o o n  moved o u t  
t h e r e ?  

A. No. Only t h e  two of us .  The rest o f  them kep t  
moving on and throwing grenades  i n t o  h o l e s  and l i k e  t h a t  
and f i r i n g .  I w a s n ' t  a c t u a l l y  watching l i k e  , t h a t  t o  s e e  
where t hey  w a s  f i r i n g .  A l l  I wanted t o  do is  t a k e  c a r e  of  
myself .  

-Q. How many Vietnamese people  d i d  you s e e  k i l l e d  
t h e r e  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? Do.you have any i d e a  of  
t h e  number? 

(RODRIGUEZ) I 12 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-227 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I ' d  say  about 15. 

Q- F i f t e e n ?  You s u r e  it w a s n ' t  more? 

A. Dead bod ie s  t h a t  I saw t h a t  morning? I d i d n ' t  
go through t h e  whole v i l l a g e .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  what I saw when 
I went by. 

Q Then you went o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy and picked 
up t h e  two VC weapons? 

A. Right .  

Q Where d i d  you go a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A.  I guess  w e  came back and s t a r t e d  back.  

Q .  - Stop  and t h i n k  a minute now. How about  t h i s  
l i t t l e  subhamlet of Binh Tay? Do you remember going up 
t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  rest of t h e  p la toon?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember going.  I t ' s  n o t  t h e  same down 
he re?  Could it be  around he re?  

Q - No. 

A.  Down here?  

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  The VC weapons were picked up a long  
h e r e  and then  t h e  p l a toon  was o rde red  t o  move i n  h e r e  t o  Binh 
Tay. There w e r e  o t h e r  houses and t h e r e  were people  l i v i n g  
i n  h e r e ,  q u i t e  a few people .  Now, you might have thought  of 
t h a t  as p a r t  of My L a i  ( 4 )  , b u t  you s e e  i t ' s  s e p a r a t e .  You've 
g o t  b i g  r i c e  paddies  he re .  

A. Y e s ,  I s e e  it. 

Q .  Do you remember be ing  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  p l a c e  c a l l e d  
Binh Tay? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  remember. I ' v e  been i n  p l a c e s  l i k e  
t h i s ,  you know, sma l l  houses .  There w a s  r i c e  paddies .  

Q L e t  me mention something t h a t  occu r red  t h e r e  and 
maybe you w i l l  remember it. Do you remember s e e i n g  a group 
of Vietnamese people  ga thered  t o g e t h e r  t h e r e ,  maybe 15 o r  16 
of them and perhaps  a l l  of them women and c h i l d r e n ,  and s e e i n g  
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ROSCHEVITZ f i r e  h i s  M-79 i n t o  them us ing  a c a n i s t e r ,  t h r e e  
o r  f o u r  rounds and a f t e r  t h a t  they  w e r e  f i n i s h e d  o f f  w i t h  
M-16's. Do you remember s e e i n g  t h a t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  see him f i r e  any th ing ,  b u t  I remember--
I h e a r d ,  you know l i k e  you h e a r  g renades .  Then when w e  
w e r e  coming back around I saw him t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  dead people  
and s t u f f .  

9. Would you j u s t  t e l l  us  what you s a w  t h e r e ?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  see him f i r e .  I hea rd  n o i s e  l i k e  I 
w a s  checking on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  i n  one o f  t h e  homes. When w e  
w e r e  t u r n i n g  back someone h o l l e r e d  t o  come back.  When I 
passed  th rough  t h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e  b o d i e s  t h e r e .  They w e r e  
a l l  dead.  

Q There  w a s  what t h e r e ,  a l l  dead? 

A .  Y e s .  Vietnamese w e r e  t h e r e  a l l  bunched up. 

Q- What d i d  t h e y  look l i k e ?  

A .  A l l  messed up. 

Q. Did they  have any c l o t h e s  on? 

A .  They had c l o t h e s  on. 

Q .  We've had one w i t n e s s  t h a t  t o l d  u s  t h a t  ROSCHEVITZ 
made them take t h e i r  c l o t h e s  o f f  b e f o r e  he f i r e d  a t  them? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q How many d i d  t h e r e  appear  t o  be?  

A.  About s i x  o r  seven I t h i n k .  

Q - A r e  you s u r e  t h i s  i s  t h e  bunch t h a t  ROSCHEVITZ 
f i r e d  on? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you remember a n o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  down i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  
where ROSCHEVITZ took  an M-16 and s h o t  up a bunch of  peop l e ,  
1 0  o r  l l ?  
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A. No, I have no i d e a .  

Q While you w e r e  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  subhamlet  of Binh 
Tay, d i d  you h e a r  any o r d e r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing  o r  s t o p  t h e  
k i l l i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  I heard  o r d e r s  t o  cease  f i r i n g .  

Q .  Who gave t h e  o r d e r s ?  

A. F i r s t  I heard  it came from way back.  Then I 
t h i n k  it w a s  SCHIEL t h a t  h o l l e r e d  l a t e r  on t o  cease  f i r i n g  
and eve ry th ing  tu rned  q u i e t  l a t e r  on. 

Q. A f t e r  t h a t ,  d i d  you s e e  any Vietnamese people  
i n  t h e  hamlet  t h e r e  of Binh Tay? 

A.  Binh what? 

Q I n  t h i s  l i t t l e  subhamlet of Binh Tay, a f t e r  t h e  
cease f i r e  o r d e r  w a s  g iven ,  d i d  you see any more people  i n  
t h e r e ?  For  example, d i d  you round up some people?  

A. Y e s ,  a f t e r  w e  ceased f i r e  t hey  rounded up some 
people .  

Q What happened t o  them? 

A. They w e r e  t a k i n g  them--they were a l l  i n  l i n e .  
They were going i n  one of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s - - I  d o n ' t  
know--you s a i d  w e  were h e r e  walking t h i s  way. I thought  
it was down he re .  

Q. Were t h e  people  s e n t  away? 

A. Yes, t o  t h e  p l a c e  where w e  a l r e a d y  went through.  

Q. You're i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  went i n  t h e  south-
w e s t  d i r e c t i o n ?  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  W e  w e r e  going forward s o  we s e n t  them 
back t o  where w e  came from. 

Q. Did you g e t  some o r d e r s  about t h i s  t i m e  t o  r e j o i n
t h e  campany? 

A. I guess  so .  
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A. I t h i n k  s o .  He d i d n ' t  ask me no q u e s t i o n s .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  he asked t h e  group t h e r e .  

Q Did you know who t h i s  was? 

A ,  I wouldn ' t  know. 

Q Do you know what g rade  t h e  o f f i c e r  was? Whether 
h e  was a major ,  a c o l o n e l ,  o r  a c a p t a i n ?  

A. No. 

Q.  Do you remember what he s a i d ?  

A. No. 

Q. W e l l ,  i n  g e n e r a l  do you remember what he s a i d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember no th ing  about it. 

Q H e  d i d n ' t  ask you any ques t ions?  

A. No. 

Q Did he  ask anybody any ques t ions?  

A .  No. 

Q - Did h e  ask  anybody any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q =  Do you remember whether he s a i d  something t o  Ser-
gean t  BUCHANON? 

I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  

W a s  he an American o f f i c e r ?  

I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you remember Capta in  MEDINA c a l l i n g  t h e  com-
pany t o g e t h e r  t o  say t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  be  an i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n  of what happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning of 1 6  March 
1968? 

A. Y e s ,  I heard  t h a t .  
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Q What d i d  he say  t o  t h e  company? 

A. Hg t o l d  us  t h a t  somebody w a s  going t o  come 
down and t a l k  t o  us.  

Q. And what w e r e  you t o  do? 

A. T e l l  them. T e l l  him where w e  went t o .  

Q- What else d i d  he  say? 

A. That was about a l l ,  I t h i n k .  

Q. Did he  say  t h a t  he  would back you up? 

A .  No. H e  d i d n ' t  say t h a t .  

Q Did he say  t o  t e l l  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t h a t  t h e  
people w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  t h e r e  by s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  hear  t h a t .  

Q- Did he t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  and n o t  t a l k  about 
it. 

A.  I heard t h a t .  H e  s a i d  n o t  t o  t a l k  t o o  much about 
it. 

Q .  Did anybody eve r  come t a l k  t o  you a f t e r  t h i s ,  about 
what happened a t  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  and say he was an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  t h a t  you remember? 

A .  No. 

Q Do you know anybody else t h a t  was q ~ e s t ~ i o n e dby 
an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  about t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No* 

a.  Anybody else eve r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about 
what happened t h a t  day? 

A .  No. 

Q. Do you remember hea r ing  BERNHARDT t a l k  about it 
af te rwards?  

A .  Y e s .  
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Q. What d i d  BERNHARDT say? 

A. I hea rd  h i m  s ay  t h a t  i t  was wrong whatever happened. 
I agree  w i th  him. There was no th ing  w e  could do about it. 

Q. Why n o t ?  

A.  mat could w e  do? 

Q- We're t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  n o t  on ly  what happened, 
b u t  why it happened. You could  h e l p  us i f  you t e l l  us your  
thoughts  about  it. You were t h e r e .  w e  weren ' t .  

A. I d o n ' t  know why. 


Q- You s a i d  t h e r e  wasn ' t  much you could  do about  it? 


A. T h a t ' s  when w e  were ove r  t h e r e .  I was ove r  t h e r e .  
H e  t o l d  them it w a s  wrong. What's h i s  name, RIDENHOUR. 

Q- RIDENHOUR? 

A. RIDENHOUR. H e  t o l d  them i t  w a s  wrong. 

Q - Did you t a l k  t o  RIDENHOUR? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t  even know him. 

Q. I n  your  op in ion ,  why d i d  t h e  men o f  t h e  company 
k i l l  a l l  o f  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I n  my opin ion?  

Q - Yes? 

A. I guess  t hey  ha t ed  them. 

Q. Some people  have t o l d  us t h a t  t h i s  i s  what t hey  
were o rde red  t o  do. They were o rde red  t o  do i t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. 

0- Do you t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. I n  November t h e r e  were s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  newspaper 
t h a t  some men o f  C h a r l i e  Company may have been under t h e  
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i n f l u e n c e  of mari juana on t h a t  morning i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  DO 
you know anyth ing  about  t h i s ?  Was there a mar i juana  pro-
blem i n  t h e  company o r  your p la toon?  

A. Not i n  t h e  squad. 

Q D o  you know of anybody i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning 
on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  mari juana? 

A. No. 

Q W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming M r .  RODRIGUEZ. W e  know 
it was a l o t  of  t r o u b l e .  You have given us a good b i t  o f  
in format ion .  W e  thank you very much. 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1050 hour s ,  24  January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: SHIEL, Kenneth, CPL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder and V i o l a t i o n  of  t h e  L a w s  
of  War. 

COUNSEL: Richard S. ARKOW, CPT, JAGC,  appointed m i l i t a r y  
counse l ,  s t a t i o n e d  wi th  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Judge Advocate 
General ,  Washington, D.C. 

DUTY ASSIGNlMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1 9 6 8 :  Squad l e a d e r ,  Second 
P la toon ,  F i r s t  Squad, C/1/20. 

The w i t n e s s ,  a f t e r  be ing  warned of  h i s  r i g h t s ,  reques ted  a 
m i l i t a r y  counse l  be appoin ted  f o r  him. A f t e r  he had 
consu l t ed  wi th  h i s  counse l ,  he r e fused  t o  answer any 
q u e s t i o n s  of  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0910 hour s ,  2 
January 1 970.  ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR 
WEST, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  w i tnes s  i s  Corporal  Kenneth SCHIEL. 

(CPL SCHIEL w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

P l e a s e  s ta te  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n .  

A .  Corpora l  Kenneth SCHIEL,  E -4 ,  , United 
S t a t e s  Army, Headquar ters ,  Headquar ters  Company, 1st B a t t a l i o n ,  
504th I n f a n t r y ,  82d Airborne Div i s ion .  

MR WEST: Corporal  SCHIEL, b e f o r e  we g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
Colonel  MILLER w i l l  g i v e  you some in fo rma t ion  about  t h e  
n a t u r e  and purpose of t h e  i n q u i r y .  

COL MILLER: I ' m  going t o  cover  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s .  I won' t  
go very f a s t  b u t  i f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  any t ime a long  
t h e  way, I ' l l  g i v e  you an oppor tun i ty  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s  and 
d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  t o  ask about  anyth ing  you d o n ' t  unders tand.  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Chief o f  S t a f f  of  t h e  Army and t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army 
f o r  t h e  purpose of  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations i n  two major a r e a s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
r e p o r t s  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and l a t e r  
r e p o r t s  and reviews w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  of command o f  what 
happened a t  what w e  now c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My L a i  i n  
March 1968. I n  o t h e r  words, what i n q u i r i e s  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
and what r e p o r t s  and reviews were made o f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
back i n  March, A p r i l ,  and May o f  1968. T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  
p a r t  and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  wi thhold ing  
o f  i n fo rma t ion  by any person o r  persons  who had a du ty  t o  
r e p o r t  such in fo rma t ion  concerning t h a t  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  
I t  i s  n o t  o u r  primary purpose t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  eve ry th ing  
t h a t  happened i n  My La i .  However, i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  t h e  
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facts for our investigation we are actually going into 

many other things that happened on the ground, on the site. 


We have made available to us and we have read 

many statements made by witnesses at prior investigations 

such as the IG and the CID investigations into the My Lai 

incident. Among others we have your statement. 


Your testimony today will be taken under oath. 

We will make a verbatim record. In addition to the reporter 

we are making a tape recording. 


I 

The general classification of our report will 

be confidential. However, there is at least the possibil- 

ity that some or all of the testimony which is given before 

this investigation will at some later time become a matter 

of public knowledge. 


You are ordered not to discuss your testimony 
in this investigation today with others including other 
witnesses for the investigation unless you are required to 
do so in the performance of your official duties or if you 
are required to do so before a judicial, administrative, or 
a legislative body competent to hear your testimony. An 
example of this would be an Article 32b pretrial investiga- 
tion of a court-martial. Now, I understand that you were 
under the orders issued by the military judge in the general 
court-martial case of the United States v. Calley. Is that 
correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 


Q. Your appearance here and your testimony here is 

not prohibited by that order. It is expressly within the 

permissible limits for you to testify here. However, that 

order does still apply and just because you were here today 

does not lift that order. I told you the general purposes 

of this investigation, and I also told you that we had read 

not only your statements, but statements of other witnesses. 

At this time I also want to advise you concerning your own 

testimonial rights and your rights to counsel. 


I note that you were interrogated by the CID on 

about 3 November of this year. You were given a warning 

at that time. You are, at this time, suspected of the 

offense of murder which is in violation of the Uniform 

Code of Military Justice and possibly a violation of laws 
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o f  w a r  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w .  The re fo re ,  I want you t o  be 
s u r e  what your  r i g h t s  a r e .  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  you have a r i g h t  t o  say  a b s o l u t e l y  
no th ing ;  t o  n o t  t e s t i f y  a t  a l l  today .  

Second, any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you do make cou ld  be  
used a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m i n a l  p roceed ing ,  a c o u r t - m a r t i a l ,  
f o r  example. 

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l  and 
by counse l  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer.  Th i s  c o u n s e l ,  i f  
you d e c i d e  t o  have one,  cou ld  be  p r e s e n t  w i t h  you h e r e  i n  
t h e  h e a r i n g  a t  a l l  t i m e s  w h i l e  you are t e s t i f y i n g .  You 
can r e t a i n  t h i s  counse l  a t  your  own expense by h i r i n g  a 
c i v i l i a n  lawyer .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  s i n c e  your  are s u b j e c t  
t o  t h e  Uniform Code o f  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ,  appo in t ed  counse l  
would be  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you. I f  you had a p a r t i c u l a r  
counse l  you wanted and he  w a s  r e a sonab ly  a v a i l a b l e  w e  would 
make him a v a i l a b l e .  I f  you wished you cou ld  have bo th  
m i l i t a r y  appo in t ed  and a c i v i l i a n  counse l .  

I n  a few moments I ' l l  ask  you i f  would l i k e  t o  
have counse l .  I f  you d e c i d e  t h a t  you do  n o t  want counse l  
and are w i l l i n g  t o  go ahead and answer q u e s t i o n s ,  you may 
n e v e r t h e l e s s  s t o p  answer ing q u e s t i o n s  a t  any t i m e  o r  you 
may r e f u s e  t o  answer any p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n  o r  q u e s t i o n s  
you d o n ' t  want t o  answer. F u r t h e r ,  i f  you d e c i d e  t o  tes t -
i f y  now w i t h o u t  hav ing  counse l  and you d e c i d e  a t  some t i m e  
d u r i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  you would l i k e  t o  have c o u n s e l  you 
may ask f o r  it and w e  w i l l  make him a v a i l a b l e  t o  you. 

Do you unders tand  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I have 
d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  you? 

A. The t h i n g  I d o n ' t  unde r s t and ,  s ir ,  i s  you s ay  
t h a t  I ' m  s u s p e c t e d  o f  murder? 

Q C o r r e c t .  

A. Does t h a t  mean t h a t  cha rges  are go ing  t o  be  
b rought  a g a i n s t  m e  f o r  murder? 

Q. I have no i d e a  whether  cha rges  w i l l  be  b rought  
o r  n o t .  What w e  have i s  some i n f o r m a t i o n  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
you may have committed acts which cou ld  be  c a l l e d  murder 
and p o s s i b l y  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  laws o f  w a r .  Whether t h e r e  
w i l l  b e  any c h a r g e s ,  I do  n o t  know b u t  s i n c e  a t  leas t  t h e r e  

(SCHIEL) APP T-54 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

i s  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  you may have committed t h e  o f f c n s e ,  
a t  t h a t  p o i n t  you a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  o f  your.  A r t i c l e  3 1  
r i g h t s  under  t h e  Uniform Code and your  r i g h t  t o  c o u n s e l  
which I have  j u s t  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  you. I p e r s o n a l l y  d o n ' t  
know what ,  i f  any a c t i o n ,  may be t a k e n .  

MR WEST: T h i s  i s  a p r e c a u t i o n  b e i n g  t a k e n  f o r  your  
b e n e f i t .  

A. I would l i k e  t o  have  c o u n s e l ,  s i r ,  and I have  
a c i v i l i a n  lawyer .  

COL MILLER: You d o  have  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer?  

A.  I can g e t  one.  

Q. I f  you r e t a i n  a c i v i l i a n  l awyer ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h e  
w i l l  be r e t a i n e d  a t  your  expense .  

A. I u n d e r s t a n d .  

Q You are a l s o  e n t i t l e d  t o  a m i l i t a r y  l awyer .  
Do you want b o t h  o r  d o  you mere ly  wish  t o  r e t a i n  c i v i l i a n  
c o u n s e l  and no m i l i t a r y  lawyer?  

A. W e l l ,  I would l i k e  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  my c i v i l i a n  
c o u n s e l  and t h e n  i f  he a d v i s e s  m e  t o  g e t  a m i l i t a r y  c o u n s e l  
I would l i k e  t h a t ,  t o o .  I would l i k e  t o  see what he 
a d v i s e s ,  f i r s t .  

Q I g a t h e r  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  see him b e f o r e  
you answer any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. I t h i n k  it would be a d v i s a b l e .  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  recessed a t  0920 h o u r s ,  2 J a n u a r y  
1970. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1309 h o u r s ,  3 
J a n u a r y  1 9  70. ) 

MR -VEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  crder. 

RCDR : The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, COL WILSON, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

The h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  C o r p o r a l  Kenneth SCHIEL. 

(CPL SCHIEL was r e c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was 
reminded of  h i s  o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s : )  
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RCDR: A r e  you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counse l?  

A. Yes, s i r .  
9 

RCDR: W i l l  counse l  p l e a s e  s t a t e  h i s  name and address  
f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  

I C :  Capta in  Richard S. ARKOW, JAGC,  General  Law 
Branch, M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  D iv i s ion ,  Judge Advocate G e n e r a l ' s  
Off ice. 

COL MILLER: Cap ta in ,  you are a lawyer? 

I C :  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Yesterday,  b e f o r e  w e  had c l o s e d ,  you had 
i n d i c a t e d ,  Corpora l  SCHIEL, t h a t  you f e l t  t h a t  you should  
have counse l .  You i n d i c a t e d  a l s o  t h a t  you had a c i v i l i a n  
counse l  w i t h  whom you wished t o  c o n s u l t .  You a l s o  reques ted  
t h a t  a m i l i t a r y  counse l  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you. 

Have you had s u f f i c i e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n s u l t  
w i t h  your  c i v i l i a n  counse l  a t  t h i s  t i m e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Have you had a chance t o  t a l k  t o  Capta in  ARKOW? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q . A r e  you s a t i s f i e d  t o  have him r e p r e s e n t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. The o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  I asked you y e s t e r d a y  
w a s  whether you w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s  what-
soeve r  t h a t  w e  might p u t  t o  you i n  t h i s  hea r ing .  I now 
ask you t h a t  q u e s t i o n  aga in .  

I C :  S i r ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  Corporal  SCHIEL d e c l i n e s  t o  
t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h i s  committee. 

Q. H e  does n o t  want t o  t e s t i f y  concerning any 
m a t t e r s  a t  a l l  e i t h e r  b e f o r e ,  d u r i n g ,  o r  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  may be i n  any way r e l a t e d  t o  it. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

I C :  , Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I ' l l  a l s o  o f f e r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
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i f  he wishes ,  n o t  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  i f  he has  any 
s t a t e m e n t  a t  a l l  t h a t  he  f e e l s  he can make concern ing  t h e  
area of  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which I have made known t o  you. 

I C :  S i r ,  Corpora l  SCHIEL has  made a s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  
I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' r e  aware o f ,  and w e  w i l l  r e l y  on t h a t  state-
ment f o r  t h e  t i m e  being.  

MR WEST: I n  view o f  your  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  t e s t i f y ,  Corporal  
SCHIEL, w e  o f  cou r se  w i l l  n o t  endeavor t o  proceed wi th  t h i s  
i n q u i r y .  I want t o  thank you f o r  coming. W e  r e g r e t  t h e  
t r o u b l e  t h a t  you have been p u t  through.  I would ask  t h a t  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e  i f  you change your  mind and f e e l  t h a t  you 
are a b l e  t o  p rov ide  u s  w i th  any in fo rma t ion  t h a t  you t h i n k  
w i l l  be h e l p f u l ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  from you. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  is  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1313 hour s ,  3 
January  1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMON 

WITNESS : SMAIL , John 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 6 January 1 9 70  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF:  N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968 : Squad l e a d e r ,  1st Squad, 
3d P l a toon ,  C / 1 / 2 0 .  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a .  Memorial s e r v i c e .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  a memorial 
s e r v i c e  be ing  h e l d  f o r  Sergeant  COX i n  t h e  f i e l d  n e a r  a 
pagoda a few days b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
a s e r v i c e  be ing  he ld  t h e  day p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  ( ~ g s . 4 ~ 5 ) .  

b .  M E D I N A 1 s  b r i e f i n g .  

Captain  MEDINA t o l d  h i s  men t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
regiment  o f  Vie t  Cong o r  North Vietnamese r e g u l a r s  i n  t h e  
a r e a ,  b u t  no c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  3 )  . The w i t n e s s  f u r t h e r  re -
c a l l e d  t h a t  t hey  were t o l d  t h a t  a p l ane  had flown over  w i th  
a loudspeaker  t e l l i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t o  evacua te  (pg. 3 ) .  
The wi tnes s  no ted  t h a t  it w a s  assumed t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  would 
be  handled accord ing  t o  t h e  SOP, whereby they  would be  
ga the red  and t h e  mi l i t a ry -age  personne l  s eg rega t ed .  He 
aver red  t h a t  he could  n o t  r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
on t h e  handl ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war o r  noncombatants being 
given a t  the b r i e f i n g  (pgs .  4 ,  7 )  . The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
h i s  squad w a s  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  burn hootches  and t o  k i l l  
animals (pg. 7 )  . The o r d e r s  were t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 8). 
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c. Morale o f  t h e  t roops .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t roops  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  
was more impor tan t  than  t h e  normal ope ra t ion .  They expected 
t o  g e t  h i t  by a r e a l l y  b i g  f o r c e  and everyone w a s  c a r r y i n g  
e x t r a  ammunition (pg.  6 ) .  The wi tnes s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  C/1/20 
:wanted t o  g e t  revenge on t h e  V i e t  Cong f o r  t h e  losseis t h a t  
they  had s u f f e r e d  (pg.  2 2 )  . 
2 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  Shoot ings  seen by t h e  w i tnes s .  

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had seen  WIDMER shoo t  
a c h i l d  who had a l r e a d y  l o s t  a hand and p a r t  o f  h i s  f a c e .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  s h o t  w i th  an M-16 on f u l l  automat ic .  
This occur red  on t h e  sou th  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  n e a r  where 
CARTER w a s  wounded (pgs .  9 ,  1 0 ,  3 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  no ted  
t h a t  most o f  t h e  k i l l i n g  had e v i d e n t l y  been done b e f o r e  he  
had a r r i v e d .  The o t h e r  p l a toons  had been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
f o r  awhi le  . (pgs.  1 0 ,  3 5 ) .  The wi tnes s  added t h a t  by t h e  
t i m e  he a r r i v e d  in t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  was no th ing  f o r  h i s  
squad t o  do, s o  t hey  mingled around through t h e  v i l l a g e  
and s h o t  wa te r  b u f f a l o e s  (pgs .  35, 3 6 ) .  They went i n  
about  an hour  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  (pg.  35) . The wi tnes s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  h e a r  t h e  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  men t o  s t o p  
t h e  shoot ing  (pg. 12)  . 

b.  Bodies s een  by t h e  w i t n e s s .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he saw bodies  s c a t t e r e d  
throughout  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  about  30 t o  4 0  t o t a l .  He t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  one group t o g e t h e r  o f  e i g h t  t o  t e n  bodies  
(pgs.  11, 36).. H e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a lmost  h a l f  o f  t h e  bodies  
t h a t  he s a w  were c h i l d r e n  (pg. 23) . 

c. Captain  M E D I N A ' s  c o n t r o l  of t h e  company. 

The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA was an 
ou t s t and ing  o f f i c e r ,  who was a l s o  very capable  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
(pgs.  13 ,  4 2 ) .  However, t h e  w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  
have c o n t r o l  of t h e  men du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t  t hey  
were under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  va r ious  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  
(pg. 13) . 
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d .  L i eu t enan t  LACROSS1opinion o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

The v i tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  
LACROSS w a s  an ou t s t and ing  o f f i c e r  (pg.  42) . The wi tnes s  
f u r t h e r  r e l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  My Lai o p e r a t i o n  was LACROSS' 
f i r s t ,  and t h a t  he seemed q u i t e  u p s e t  ove r  what he saw. 
The wi tnes s  was asked by LACROSS i f  what he had seen w a s  
normal f o r  an o p e r a t i o n  and exp la ined  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  (pg .43) .  

e. Na t iona l  P o l i c e ' s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  p r i s o n e r s .  

The w i t n e s s  s a i d  t h a t  he saw some Nat iona l  P o l i c e  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  a f t e r  he had moved through t h e  v i l l a g e .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  purpose of  t h e i r  p resence  w a s  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  
and t h a t  he  saw them wi th  some p r i s o n e r s  (pgs . 1 4 ,  15). H e  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he p e r s o n a l l y  observed them shoot ing  t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  o f  t h e  d e t a i n e e s  i n  a d i t c h ,  and t h a t  he hea rd  t h a t  
they  were c u t t i n g  o f f  f i n g e r s  and e a r s  b e f o r e  they  s h o t  
them (pgs. 15,  16 ,  36) . 
3. ACTIONS FOLLOWING MY LA1 ( 4 )  . 

a. Burninas .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  u n i t  moved on toward 
what he thought  was t h e  beach (a l though  i t  w a s  e v i d e n t l y  
t h e  Song Tra  Khuc) burning v i l l a g e s  a long  t h e  way (pg.  17)  . 

b. P r i s o n e r s .  

The wi tnes s  recounted t h a t  they  cap tu red  two o r  
t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s  i nc lud ing  a nurse  (pg. 18) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  company commander who 
c a l l e d  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  t o  t a k e  them o u t .  H e  heard  no rumors 
o f  t h e  nu r se  having been raped (pgs.  18 ,  1 9 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he s a w  no f i e l d  grade  o f f i c e r  
on h i s  u n i t ' s  r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  hea rd  t h a t  
t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted,  b u t  w a s  never  
ques t ioned  h imse l f  (pg.  2 1 ) .  H e  f u r t h e r  no ted  t h a t  he s a w  
Colonel  BEERS v i s i t  Captain  MEDINA i n  t h e  f i e l d  du r ing  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  it w a s  a day o r  two a f t e r  t h e  
16 th  (pg. 1 2 ) .  
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5 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a.  E x h i b i t s .  

E x h i b i t s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  w i t n e s s '  tes t imony are 
l i s t e d  i n f r a .  

b .  A t t i t u d e  o f  C/1/20 toward t h e  Vietnamese. 

The wi tnes s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  men from h i s  company 
g o t  a long  f a i r l y  w e l l  w i th  t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e  l o c a l  
v i l l a g e .  He s a i d  t h a t  he never  heard  o f  any of them be ing  
m i s t r e a t e d  (pg. 2 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  he never heard  
any rumors about t h e  men i n  h i s  company being involved i n  
any r apes  du r ing  My L a i  o r  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  (pgs .  18 ,  2 2 ) .  

c. U s e  of  mari juana i n  t h e  company. 

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had heard  t h a t  
mari juana was used i n  t h e  company, b u t  he s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  
n o t  know i f  it was a problem. He d i d  n o t  hea r  of i t s  use  
i n  h i s  p l a toon  (pg.  24) . Upon ques t ion ing  about  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
use  o f  mar i juana  on t h e  day of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  i s s u e ,  he 
s t a t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  he d i d  n o t  know t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  mar i juana ,  
everyone could  have been s toned  and he  would n o t  have known 
it (pg. 2 5 ) .  

d. Opinion o f  L ieu t enan t  CALLEY. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  no one i n  t h e  company 
l i k e d  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  rumor had i t  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  a bounty on him. The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l though 
CALLEY w a s  n o t  a l e a d e r ,  he  k e p t  t r y i n g  and doing h i s  b e s t  
(pg.  4 3 )  
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EXi1:LBIT 
NUI-I'fiER DESCF:Z.i:'%'IOii,! NO':I'.C S PAGES 

- .. . - -. - ,  

~ .by witness 26--A_---_-d-.-27 

.. .-A 

Miscellaneous .Scene . 

Miscellaneous Scene. 

Miscellaneous Scene. 

I-1 -Miscellaneous Scene 

Miscellaneous.. - .. Scene. .-

ii
ARTER recognized 

, 

P3_ot.-_r_ec?& 

CARTER recognized. 


.. by witness._..-.---.----.. 

DUSTIN burning a 

---- . 

kig~n%cogni zed 

P-14 


P-25
p-lo 


P-29 


P-30 


27 


27 


. . - _A27 39 


I by...-witness.-- .. ,

1 
--. 

I 
Miscellaneous Scene 
-.---- - -- --- ----- ----. --- ----. 

'I ~iscellaneous Scene 

27-L.---40 


28,29 

I-.--

-. 

I L Z  at My Lai (4). 
- -.------ --- ---WILLIAMS , OLIVER, t 

recognized by.'wit . 
P-601Mis~ellaneous Scene 

P-61 Miscellaneous Scene --

-iscellaneous scene 
GRIMES~-S~U~~---


recognized by wit. 


31,41 


Scene near a graveJ-

yard recognized by 

the wXness. 


32 
- - a -

HlmSelr ana ~TPI~TH j 2 1 ~ ~ 1  

P-64 


P-125 


P-126 


P-127 


P-128 


P-129 


P-141 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 

Color print of SMAIL's 

slides. 


Aerial photo 


at LZ Dottie. 

Aerial photo 

taken by wit. 

Shown to witness 

and marked. 


41 


33-35 

32-1 
37, 42 
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(The hearing reconvened at 1416 hours, 6 Jan-
uary 1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order. 

RCDR: We have an additional reporter who will be sworn. 

(SP5 Richard D. TJOSVOLD was sworn.) 

The following named persons are present: COL WILSON 
and MAJ COOP. 

The next witness is Mr. John SMAIL. 

(MR SMAIL was called as a witness, was sworn, and 
testified as follows:) 

COL WILSON: Would you state your full name, grade, and So-
cial Security number? 

A. At the time of the incident, sir? 

Q Now. 

A. John SMAIL. 

9 Grade at the time of the incident? 

A. Sergeant E-5. 

Q. Social Security number? 

Q. Your present occupation? 

A. Taxicab driver. 

Q And residence? 

A. 16212 121st Avenue, Southeast, Renton, Washington. 

Q - Before we proceed with any questioning, I would 
like to inform you of several matters. The investigation was 
directed jointly by the Secretary of the Army, and the Chief 
of Staff, United States Army, for the purpose of determining 
facts and making recommendations and findings concerning two 
matters : 

(SMAIL) 1 
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(1) the adequacy of prior investigations and in- 

quiries into, and subsequent reviews and reports within the 

chain of command, of what is now commonly referred to as the 

My Lai incident of 16 March 1968, and 


(2) possible suppression or withholding of infor- 

mation by any person who had a duty to report and to furnish 

information concerning this incident. 


This investigation is not being conducted to in- 

vestigate all the facts and circumstances of what happened 

at My Lai. It is directed to those specific purposes 

which I have stated. 


I have made available to me and have reviewed 

prior official statements obtained in other official in- 

vestigations of the My Lai incident. 


Your testimony will be taken under oath. A 

verbatim transcript will be prepared. A tape recording 

is being made in addition to the verbatim notes being 

taken by the reporter. 


Although the general classification of the report 
 A\11 

will be confidential, it is possible that this testimony, or I '4 

parts of it, will later become a matter of public knowledge. 

Mr. SMAIL, what was your assignment in March 1968? 


A. Sir, the assignment of our platoon when we were 

in this area--I was a squad leader of the 3d Platoon, first 

squad. We were in reserve. 


Q. Of Charlie Company? 


A. C/1/20. Right, sir The 11th Infantry Brigade. 

At that time it was Task Force Barker. Our platoon was in 

reserve--


Q. (Interposing) Let me ask you some specific 
questions, because I will lead you into this in a sequence. 
When did you first hear of the plan to assault My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A.. It was the day before, on the 15th of March. 


Q. Where was this? 
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A. Th is  was a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

Q What t i m e  of day was i t ?  

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  it w a s  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r -
noon. 

Q How d i d  you hea r  of  t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. The company commander c a l l e d  t h e  company i n t o  a 
group and gave o u t  t h e  o r d e r .  

Q .  What were you t o l d ?  

A. W e  were t o l d  t h a t  w e  were going t o  My La i  ( 4 )  
and t h a t  it was suspec ted  t h a t ,  I t h i n k ,  a regiment  o f  VC 
o r  NVA w a s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  We were t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be 
no c i v i l i a n s .  They went over  t h e  a r e a  b e f o r e  i n  a p l ane  
wi th  a loud speaker  t o  evacua te  a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  So, 
w e  had t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  wouldn ' t  be any c i v i l -
i a n s  t h e r e .  We had e x t r a  ammo, and w e  were t o l d  what 
each p l a toon  was going t o  do. 

Q. Where d i d  you g e t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  Out i n  t h e  open, 
o r  i n  a s h e l t e r ?  

A. I t  w a s  o u t  i n  t h e  open,  s i r .  

Q Did he have a map o r  anyth ing  t h a t  he used? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  he u s u a l l y  d i d  when he gave 
them, s o  I suppose he d i d  on t h i s  occas ion ,  t oo .  But,  I ' m  
no t  s u r e .  

Q .  Wasn't t h a t  a r a t h e r  l a r g e  number of  people  t o  
use  a map? 

A. I suppose it w a s .  

Q W a s  t h e r e  any o t h e r  meeting f o r  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s ?  

A. For  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s ,  I th ink .  But I w a s  an 
NCO, squad l e a d e r ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  going t o  any. A l l  
I remember i s  him g e t t i n g  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and g iv ing  
o u t  a company o r d e r .  

Q .  What w e r e  you t o l d  concerning t h e  popu la t ion  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. H e  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  come o u t  and say about c i v i l i a n s .  
Only t h a t  t hey  were t o l d  t o  evacua te .  So, on my own p a r t ,  
I took it as w e  u s u a l l y  do. You know, g a t h e r  them t o g e t h e r ,  
and s e g r e g a t e  t h e  mi l i t a ry -age  personne l  from t h e  o t h e r s .  
Tha t  i s  how w e  had done it b e f o r e ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  
r e a l l y  had t o  mention it. I t  w a s  j u s t  SOP. T h a t ' s  t h e  
way w e  always d i d  it. Like I s a i d ,  he d i d n ' t  mention how 
t o  do it ,  he  j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  they  were t o  be evacuated.  
There w e r e n ' t  going t o  be  any c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e .  

Q You s a i d  t h a t  t h e  b roadcas t s  had been made. Did 
Capta in  MEDINA say t h i s ?  

A .  H e  s a i d  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know about t h e  l e a f l e t s ,  
b u t  he  s a i d  t h e  p l a n e  wi th  t h e  loudspeaker  was going over  
and informing t h e  people  t o  evacua te .  

Q. Did he have any s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  or s p e c i f i c  
s t a t emen t s  about  how t o  handle  p r i s o n e r s  of war o r  non-
combatants,  o t h e r  t han  normal procedures?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you recall  i f  t h e r e  w a s  any k ind  of s e r v i c e  
t h a t  day? Any r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e ?  

A. I.don 't recal l .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  w a s  a memorial s e r v i c e ?  

A. N o .  Somebody s a i d  t h a t  Sergeant  COX' memorial 
s e r v i c e  w a s  t h a t  day,  b u t  it w a s  n o t .  

Q. I t  wasn ' t ?  

A. No, sir. I t  w a s  n o t .  

Q. When was t h i s  memorial s e r v i c e ?  

A. I t  w a s  when w e  w e r e  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  on opera-
t i o n s ,  and w e  w e r e  up by--I f o r g e t  what t hey  ca l l  it. I t ' s  
where t h e  Buddhis ts  s t a y .  

Q.  Was it a temple? 
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A. Yes. I t  was a pagoda, I guess  t h a t ' s  what 
they c a l l  it. 

Q This  w a s  no t  t h e  day be fo re  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A ,  I c a n ' t  t e l l  e x a c t l y  how many days ,  but it w a s n J t  
t h e  day b e f o r e  w e  went on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q .  Could t h e r e  have been a memorial s e r v i c e  t h a t  day 
f o r  somebody e l s e ?  

A. N O ,  n o t  t h a t  I know. A t  l e a s t  I never  heard  o f  
one t h a t  day ,  and I never  a t t e n d e d  one.  

Q .  Would you have a t t e n d e d  one i f  it would have been 
h e l d  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir.  I would have. Sergeant  COX' memorial 
s e r v i c e  w a s  h e l d  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q I t  was h e l d  where? 

A. I t  was h e l d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  one n i g h t ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  
it w a s  i n  t h e  evening.  They choppered t h e  chap la in  i n ,  
and t h i s  w a s  some days b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  
you how many. 

Q. Can you remember when t h e  memorial s e r v i c e  was 
f o r  t h o s e  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  mine f i e ld?  

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  sir.  

Q .  Normally, how long a f t e r  you had a f a t a l i t y  l i k e  
t h a t  w a s  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e ?  

A. I t  w a s  a s  soon as w e  g o t  i n t o  a l and ing  zone. 
But,  Sergeant'COX' w a s  l a t e r .  I complained about  it my-
s e l f ,  as t o  why they  d i d n ' t  have it r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  g o t  i n .  . 

t o  t h e  l and ing  zone. They d i d n ' t  have it. And t h a t  n i g h t  
i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t hey  brought  t h e  chap la in  o u t .  We had it 
r i g h t  o u t  t h e r e ,  on t h e  t o p  of a b i g  h i l l ,  i n  t h e  pagoda. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  s e r v i c e ,  i f  t h e r e  w a s  a s e r v i c e  a t  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  cou ld  it have been f o r  WEBER or WILSON? 
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A. S i r ,  I never  hea rd  of  one on t h a t  day.  
Maybe I w a s n ' t  informed.  Maybe t h e y  j u s t  had t h e  
C a t h o l i c s  t o g e t h e r ,  l i k e  t hey  sometimes d i d .  I ' m  
n o t  a C a t h o l i c .  I d o n ' t  remember h e a r i n g  o f  one ,  
s o  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was one.  I would have go t -
t e n  t h e  word and g iven  it o u t  t o  my men. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l .  

Q What d i d  you f e e l  abou t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  
Did you f e e l  any d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  you d i d  normal ly?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Why? 

A. Because of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Cap ta in  MEDINA 
s a i d  t h a t  abou t  t h e  NVA and t h e  VC. I thought  w e  
w e r e  r e a l l y  going i n  t o  g e t  h i t  by a r e a l l y  b i g  f o r c e .  
W e  c a r r i e d  e x t r a  ammo, which w e  d i d  on o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  
b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  t h i s  one seemed t o  be more i n t e n s e .  
W e  w e r e  r e a l l y  going t o  make good c o n t a c t .  But ,  t h a t  
wasn ' t so .  

Q Were you p repa red  f o r  i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  I w a s  p r epa red  f o r  it. 

Q .  Would you s ay  t h e  o t h e r  men i n  t h e  u n i t  
f e l t  t h e  same way? 

A. I know t h e  guys i n  my squad--whenever 
t h e y  t o l d  u s  t o  under take  an o p e r a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ,  
w e  had s e v e r a l  of them ove r  t h e r e ,  it seemed t o  be 
more impor t an t  t han  t h e  r e g u l a r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and it 
n a t u r a l l y  s c a r e d  you. 

Q. W e l l ,  do you t h i n k  t h e r e  was any revenge 
i n  mind? 

A. From Cap ta in  MEDINA, do you mean? 

Q From anybody i n  t h e  u n i t ?  
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A.  I b e l i e v e  a l o t  of people  had revenge 
on t h e i r  minds. 

Q Did t h e  b r i e f i n g  i n d i c a t e  t h a t '  t h e  people  
i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a t a l i t i e s  
and wounds s u f f e r e d  by t h e  men of C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q There was no th ing  s a i d  about t h a t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  Whether it w a s  
i n  t h e  men's minds, I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  t a k e  
it t h a t  way. 

Q . How about t h e  VC suspec t ed  of be ing  i n  
t h e  a r e a .  Were they  suspec ted  of be ing  t h e  ones 
who had i n f l i c t e d  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  on t h e  company? 

A. W e l l ,  it was t h e  same a r e a .  

Q Did you unders tand ,  when you went i n t o  
t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  it w a s  t o  be des t royed?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  I understood t h a t  a l l  t h e  hootches 
w e r e  t o  be burned,  a l l  t h e  animals  were t o  be k i l l e d ,  
and t h e  enemy w a s  t o  be engaged. Nothing w a s  s t a t e d  ' 

d e f i n i t e l y  about  noncombatants. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Did your  squad r e c e i v e  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
on t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of c a t t l e  and hootches?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What w e r e  you t o l d  t o  do? 

A. W e  were t o l d  t o  burn t h e  hootches  and k i l l  
t h e  animals because they  w e r e  u s ing  them a s  food f o r  
t h e  VC and NVA. 

Q. Thi s  w a s  a p l a toon  miss ion ,  I suppose,  
a s  a suppor t  p l a t ~ o nmoving through.  
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A. Yes. I f  anyone g o t  any c o n t a c t ,  we were 
ready t o  move up and h e l p  o u t .  And, a s  it was, w e  
j u s t  went through,  g e t t i n g  t h e  p a r t s  t h a t  they  missed.  
I f  t hey  would l e a v e  a hootch,  w e  would burn i t ,  and 
i f  t hey  l e f t  a w a t e r  b u f f a l o ,  w e  would shoo t  it. 

Q . A r e  t h e r e  any o t h e r  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t h a t  you can recall  t h a t  w e r e  g iven  o u t  a t  t h e  b r i e f -
ing?  

A. No, sir.  Not o t h e r  t han  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q . What l i f t  were you i n  when you l e f t  LZ 
Do t t i e?  

A. I d o n ' t  know how many l i f t s  t h e r e  w e r e ,  
b u t  I w a s  i n  t h e  l a s t  one. 

Q Were your doorgunners f i r i n g  p r i o r  t o  
h i t t i n g  t h e  ground? 

A .  No, because t h e  o t h e r s  w e r e  a l r eady  t h e r e  
and they  c o u l d n ' t  f i r e  down t h e r e .  They always do 
on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h a t  one they  c a n ' t .  

Q. How f a r  from t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  was 
t h e  h i l l t o p  where you g o t  o f f ?  

A. I would say  roughly 20  o r  30 m e t e r s  a t  
t h e  most. 

Q That c l o s e ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q A s  you remember it, w a s  t h e r e  any f i r i n g
going on? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I heard  a l o t  of  f i r i n g ,  and 
I saw a l o t  of  gunships  o f f  t o  t h e  f l a n k s ,  beyond 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  doing a l o t  of f i r i n g .  And I a l s o  s a w  
a mosquito o r  a bubbletop.  I s a w  it hover ing ove r  
a h i l l ,  and I hea rd  t h a t  it took o f f  some mor ta rs .  
But ,  I j u s t  heard  t h a t .  
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Q On a b a r e  h i l l ?  

A .  Right .  I t  j u s t  s t ayed  t h e r e  a long t i m e .  
I t h i n k  it w a s  a bare h i l l  on top .  

Q. Was t h i s  a f t e r  you came i n ,  o r  was t h i s  
l a t e r ?  

A .  Thi s  w a s  r i g h t  a f t e r  I came i n .  I was - -
w e  w e r e  down in--we had ou r  own pe r ime te r ,  and I watched 
it up on t h e  h i l l .  I d o n ' t  know how long a f t e r  I g o t  
t h e r e  t h a t  I s a w  it, b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  word t h a t  came 
back down t o  m e ,  t h a t  it w a s  an 82  m i l l i m e t e r  mor ta r .  

Q. Later on,  I am going t o  show you an aer ia l  
photograph of some of t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s ,  s o  keep it 
i n  mind. Did you see any i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  when 
you were on t h e  land ing  zone, o r  a s  you moved i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. N o .  I d i d n ' t  see any on t h e  l and ing  zone. 
The 1st and 2d P la toons  w e r e  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
when I a r r i v e d .  I heard  a l o t  of shoot ing .  I d i d n ' t  
know what w a s  going on. I saw one shoo t ing  of a person 
by o u r  people  du r ing  t h e  whole t i m e  I w a s  t h e r e .  This  
w a s  a boy. 

Q - Where was t h i s  done? 

A. This  w a s  done--I c a n ' t  l o c a t e  it e x a c t l y  
b u t  it was done by one of t h e  C O ' s  r ad io t e l ephone  
o p e r a t o r s .  I d o n ' t  say t h e  CO saw it, because he 
w a s  q u i t e  away behind.  H e  d i d n ' t  have a r a d i o  on 
h i s  back a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  he w a s  probably j u s t  t h e r e  
to  h e l p  t h e  o t h e r  guy ou t  when he  g o t  t i r e d .  The 
boy was s t a n d i n g  o f f  on a t r a i l ,  and he had l o s t  
h i s  hand. H e  j u s t  had a stump, j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  
above h i s  w r i s t ,  and h i s  f a c e  w a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  s h o t  
o f f .  H i s  nose w a s  j u s t  l i k e  it w a s  gone. He was 
j u s t  l y i n g  t h e r e ,  dying.  One of t h e  guys came up 
by h i s  head and s h o t  him. H e  i s  t h e  on ly  person  
I s a w  s h o t  i n  t h e  whole v i l l a g e .  

Q With what d i d  he  shoo t  him? 
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A. An M-16, f u l l  au tomat ic .  

Q. DO you know who he was? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I do. 

Q Who w a s  he? 

A. Fred WIDMER. 

Q That  w a s  t h e  on ly  s h o o t i n g  you s a w ,  where 
you cou ld  a c t u a l l y  t e l l  whether somebody w a s  s h o t  
o r  had s h o t  h imse l f ?  

A .  Right .  L ike  I s a i d ,  any k i l l i n g  t h a t  
had been done was done b e f o r e  I g o t  t h e r e .  So a l l  
I cou ld  go by i s  hea r say ,  excep t  f o r  t h a t  one i n c i d e n t .  
WIDMER was s t a n d i n g  c l o s e r  t o  m e  t han  you a r e  r i g h t  
now. 

Q Who was i n  your  squad? 

A. WEST, DUSTIN, S M I T H ,  R. D.  CAYOT, and I b e l i e v e  
WYATT, GRUVER, GOODSON, and YOUNG; NERIA,  b u t  he  w a s n ' t  
on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  he was i n  my squad.  

Q Where w a s  he?  

A .  H e  s t a y e d  i n  LZ D o t t i e  because  he w a s  
p l a y i n g  f o o t b a l l ,  and he  a c c i d e n t a l l y  i n j u r e d  h i s  
eye .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w a s  it, and he s t a y e d  back on 
t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  There  w e r e  some o t h e r s ,  b u t  it i s  
ha rd  t o  r e c a l l .  

Q T h a t ' s  n i n e  men whom you have named. 

A. T h a t ' s  c l o s e .  I t ' s  ha rd  t o  remember. I t ' s  
been s o  long.  

A l l  r i g h t .  

A .  That  ' s  as c l o s e  as I can come. 

(SMAIL) 10 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-71 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. How many dead bodies  d i d  you s e e  i n  My 
La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Well ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  I saw between 30 and 40 
bodies .  

Q Were t h e s e  a l l  i n  one p l a c e ,  o r  s c a t t e r e d  
around? 

A.  They w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  around. I saw one 
group of maybe e i g h t ,  o r  t e n ,  o r  twelve.  I d i d n ' t  
count  them. 

Q Where w e r e  you l o c a t e d  wi th  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  t h e  command group,  t h e  company command group? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  command group came i n  d i r e c t l y  
behind us .  And, l a t e r  on,  they passed through us .  
T h a t ' s  when WIDMER s h o t  t h a t  boy. 

Q. Y o c  were l e a d i n g  t h a t  command group f o r  
a c e r t a i n  p e r i o d  of t i m e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right .  Our p l a toon  was. 

Q. Which p l a toon  were you fo l lowing?  

A .  W e  w e r e  i n  behind t h e  1st P la toon .  1st 
and 2d P la toons .  

Q A l l  t h e  way through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

Q I n  a column? 

A. No, s ir .  W e  had sp read  o u t .  

Q Where w a s  your  squad? Was your squad i n  
a column, o r  were t hey  on f i r e  teams a b r e a s t ,  o r  what? 

A .  W e  w e r e  i n  f i r e  teams. Ac tua l ly  it w a s  a 
l i t t l e  more s c a t t e r e d  o u t ,  though. People go through 
a v i l l a g e ,  and they  wander. I t ' s  ha rd  t o  keep a squad 
r i g h t  i n  p o s i t i o n .  W e  s t a r t e d  o u t  more o r  less on l i n e .  
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Q Three squads i n  a p la toon?  

A. There were two, s i r .  

Q Two squads? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q Who was t h e  o t h e r  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. GRIMES. 

Q When you named-these  people  o f f ,  could 
you have inc luded  some of t h o s e  people  i n  ano the r  
squad? 

A. R igh t ,  b u t  t h o s e  a r e  people  I ' m  a lmost  
p o s i t i v e  w e r e  i n  my squad a t  t h a t  t ime.  Like you 
s a i d ,  you change personne l  s o  o f t e n ,  and,  a f t e r  a l l  
t h i s  t ime ,  it i s  k ind  of hard  t o  remember. 

Q. Did you eve r  h e a r  an o r d e r  from Capta in  
MEDINA o r  anyone t o  s t o p  f i r i n g ,  s t o p  s h o o t i n g ,  o r  
s t o p  k i l l i n g  people ,  o r  any th ing  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember 
any such words. 

Q.  I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  on t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you eve r  s e e  anybody from Task Force  
Barker o r  someone from 11 th  Brigade headqua r t e r s  
come i n  and t a l k  t o  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. W e l l ,  I s a w  it l a t e r  on ,  though n o t  on 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. There were a l o t  of choppers 
i n  t h e  a i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  anyth ing  land .  
But,  a day o r  s o ,  o r  maybe 2 days l a t e r ,  Colonel  
BEERS came i n .  

Q You w e r e  s t i l l  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  when he 
came i n ?  
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A. We were going back away from t h e  a r e a .  
W e  swept through t h e  a r e a ,  and then  w e  came back,  
and then  w e - - I  d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  where we were 
headed, b u t  Colonel  BEERS d i d  come down. 

Q. But,  nobody had v i s i t e d  Captain  MEDINA on 
t h e  16 th?  

A. N o t  t h a t  I know, s i r .  

Q. What k ind  of an o f f i c e r  was Captain  MEDINA; 
what kind  of commander? 

A. Outs tanding.  

Q. Did he have c o n t r o l  of  t h e  company du r ing  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I ' d  s ay  no t .  H e  p u t  a l o t  of weight  on 
- h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s  because he s t ayed  back wi th  t h e  command 

group and morc o r  less l e t  h i s  l i eu tenants - -which  
i s  t h e i r  job--I know he i s  supposed t o  be i n  c o n t r o l  
of  t h e  company, b u t  t h a t ' s  imposs ib le  i n  my mind, 
t h a t  one man can c o n t r o l .  He l e t  t h e s e  two p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r s  t a k e  t h e i r  two p l a toons  i n  f i r s t .  MEDINA 
c o u l d n ' t  have c o n t r o l  over  t h e  whole company, you 
know. 

Q 
c e n t e r ?  

(SMAIL) 

He was fo l lowing  approximately  i n  t h e  

H e  wasn ' t  up t h e r e  wi th  t h e  two p l a toons .  

Did he break o f f  t o  t h e  sou th  a t  any t ime? 

I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Do you remember CARTER be ing  wounded? 

Right ,  sir.  

Did you s e e  him 

I saw him a f t e r w a r d s ,  s i r .  Yes, sir.  

Do you remember where he w a s  l i f t e d  o u t ?  
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A. No, s i r .  I t ' s  been s o  long.  I t r i e d  t o  do 
it w i t h  ano the r  gentleman who came t o  my house. I t ' s  
been sa long t h a t  I c a n ' t  p o i n t  o u t  every s p o t  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  because a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e s  a r e  a lmost  
t h e  same, and t o  p ick  one s p o t  from h e r e  i s  n e x t  
t o  imposs ib le .  But,  I d i d  s e e  CARTER. He w a s  r i g h t  
a long  t h e  t r a i l .  He s a i d  t h a t  when he w a s  coming 
back o u t  of  a t u n n e l ,  h i s  weapon a c c i d e n t a l l y  went 
o f f ,  and he s h o t  himself  i n  t h e  f o o t .  

Q Who s a i d  t h a t ?  

A. That  i s  t h e  rumor t h a t  w a s  going around. 
I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  CARTER p e r s o n a l l y .  

Q. Did you s e e  him evacuated? 

A. No, s i r . '  I d o n ' t  know where I went,  b u t  
I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  him evacuated.  

Q Did you s e e  t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  see them i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  sir.  
B u t ,  I s a w  them a f t e r  we g o t  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  by 
a d i t c h .  

Q What d i t c h ?  How f a r  w a s  it from' t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  f a r  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  I 
c a n ' t  t e l l  you ex 'ac t ly  how f a r .  

Q You saw Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q. What w e r e  t hey  doing? 

A. They w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  some p r i s o n e r s .  

Q. What d i d  t hey  do w i t h  them? 
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A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  them do t h i s ,  
b u t  I saw t h e  k n i f e  and every th ing .  The o t h e r  people  
t o l d  m e  t hey  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them, c u t t i n g  o f f  
f i n g e r s .  L a t e r  on ,  I had my back towards them observ ing  
o u t  t o  t h e  f l a n k ,  and,  I thought a t  f i r s t ,  w e  were 
g e t t i n g  s h o t  a t .  I tu rned  around,  and they  s h o t  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q How many of them? 

A. Three o r  f o u r .  I d o n ' t  recall .  

Q How d i d  you know they  were Na t iona l  P o l i c e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t hey  had h a t s  on. 

Q What k ind  of h a t s ?  

A. They w e r e  g r ey ,  and they  had badges on 
them l i k e  t h e  h a t s  of o t h e r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  I ' v e  
s een  them i n  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s .  

Q- What k ind  of uniform d i d  they  have on? 

A. I don 't recall .  

Q D o  you remember Nat iona l  Po l i ce?  You s a i d  
you've s een  them i n  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I have seen  them i n  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  
w i t h  green  uniforms,  b u t  i n  o t h e r  ones wi th  d i f f e r e n t  
uniforms . 
Q I n  o t h e r  words, they  had a s o f t  cap on? 

A.  Righ t ,  s i r .  

Q. A s o f t  cap and a grey  uniform? 

A. I d o n ' t  know about  t h e  grey uniform. A l l  I 
remember i s  t h a t  everybody s a i d  t hey  were Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  
From what I could  t e l l ,  from t h e i r  h a t s ,  t hey  w e r e  
Nat iona l  P o l i c e .  They d i d n ' t  w e a r  helmets  b u t  t hey  
w e r e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  I know t h a t .  
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Q They s h o t  about t h r e e  people  and c u t  t h e i r  
f i n g e r s  o f f ?  

A. They chopped t h e i r  f i n g e r s  o f f  f i r s t .  And 
somebody s a i d  t hey  c u t  an ear o f f  someone. 

Q What happened t o  C h a r l i e  Company t h a t  
a f te rnoon?  What happened a f t e r  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  Where 
d i d  you go? 

A. W e l l ,  we headed i n  a d i r e c t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
t o  t h e  beach.  W e  were t o  go through t o  t h e  beach. 
But I have my n i g h t s  mixed up. I thought  t h e  f i r s t  
n i g h t  we s t ayed  i n  t h i s  g raveyard ,  and then  I had 
t h i s  p i c t u r e  which I gave t o  t h e  C I D ,  which showed 
t h a t  t h i s  n i g h t  w e  w e r e  a l s o  i n  t h e  rice paddies  on 
an i s l a n d .  There w a s  a d i t c h  r i g h t  above my, p o s i t i o n .  
I have t h o s e  2 n i g h t s  mixed up. I d o n ' t  remember 
which w a s  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  and which w a s  t h e  second 
n i g h t .  

Q Do you remember l a a g e r i n g  wi th  ano the r  
u n i t  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you remember Bravo Company be ing  around 
you? 

A. The on ly  t h i n g  I know about Bravo Company 
t h a t  I can r e c a l l  i s - t h a t  they  w e r e  over  on ano the r  
r i d g e ,  because I could fo l low t h e i r  smoke where t hey  
w e r e  going and burn ing  the  hootches  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of t h e  v a l l e y ,  down through t h e r e .  They we.re q u i t e  
a d i s t a n c e  away from us .  

Q - Do you recall  whether t h i s  would have been 
on t h e  1 7 t h ,  going s o u t h ,  going by H i l l  85? 

A. W e  w e r e  on t h e  l e f t  of H i l l  85, going toward 
t h e  beach,  I guess  it might be no r th  of H i l l  85. 
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Q - Do you remember reach ing  a r i v e r  t o  t h e  
sou th?  Do you remember c a p t u r i n g  some people  down 
t h e r e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  p a r t  of t h e  beach t h a t  w e  w e r e  t a l k i n g  
about ,  where w e  cap tured  a nurse  and t w o  o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  
guys. 

Q - That w a s  t h e  Song T r a  Khuc River .  

A. Oh, I thought  it w a s  a beach.  I guess  
I was a l i t t l e  l o s t  t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  going down i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Right  . 
Q Did you burn any v i l l a g e s  on t h e  way down? 

A. W e  burned some, and then  I guess  t hey  
o rde red  it, b u t  we s topped.  I c a n ' t  recall .  W e  
j u s t  went on down. But,  w e  burned q u i t e  a few of 
them, I remember t h a t .  

Q. When you r e f e r  t o  burn ing  a v i l l a g e ,  do you 
remember bu rn ing - the  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  j u s t  p a r t  of  
i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  sometimes w e  l e f t  p a r t  of it, b u t  
w e  t r i e d  t o  g e t  a l l  of it. Sometimes w e  missed one 
o r  two hootches .  

Q .  I t  w a s  whi le  you w e r e  moving sou th  t h a t  
you could  see t h e  smoke from Bravo Company's o p e r a t i o n  
on t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. Right .  

Q. Did you hea r  any f i r i n g  ove r  t h e r e ?  

A.  N o ,  I d o n ' t  recall .  

Q. When you h i t  t h e  w a t e r  down t h e r e ,  which you 
thought  w a s  t h e  c o a s t ,  what d i d  you do,  double  back then?  
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A. W e  s t a y e d  there  f o r  a  wh i l e ,  and t h a t ' s  
when they  g o t  t h a t  nurse  and two o r  t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s .  
I f o r g e t .  The people  from t h e  1st P la toon  cap tu red  
them. 

& Did anyth ing  unusual  happen down t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  CONTI  c a r r i e d  t h e  nurse  i n ,  and s h e  
w a s  knocked o u t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  she  p u t  up a s t r u g g l e .  
They found h e r  i n  a town they  were b y , - a n d  I hea rd  
t h e r e  w e r e  medical  s u p p l i e s ,  s o  they  knew what s h e  
w a s .  She w a s n ' t  o u t  t h e r e  running a h o s p i t a l  f o r  
t h e  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s .  She w a s  knocked o u t  when 
they  brought  h e r  i n ,  and some of t h e  guys w e r e  w r e s t l i n g  
t h e  o t h e r  two. I d i d n '  t see anybody h i t  them wi th  
a c lo sed  f i s t  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  But,  t hey  har-
r a s s e d  them a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q. The 1st P la toon?  

A. R igh t  . 
Q What happened t o  

A. The nurse--well ,  a chopper came i n  w i t h ,  
I guess ,  somebody from i n t e l l i g e n c e  who w a s  a G I ,  a 
c a p t a i n  o r  something,  and they  evacuated h e r .  I t h i n k  
they  took t h e  p r i s o n e r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  too .  Then w e  
moved back up t o  t h a t  graveyard I w a s  t e l l i n g  you 
about ,  where w e  s t ayed .  T h a t ' s  where w e  s t a y e d  t h e  
second n i g h t . .  

Q Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  n u r s e  
w a s  raped? 

A. Not t o  m e  t h e r e  w a s n ' t .  

Q. What d i d  CONTI do w i t h  h e r ?  C id he t u r n  
h e r  over  t o  anybody? 

A. H e  b rought  h e r  i n  t h e r e  where t h e  rest 
of  t h e  company w a s ,  where t h e  CO was. The i n t e r p r e t e r  
w e  had wi th  u s  ques t ioned  h e r  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  from what 
I could t e l l .  
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I w a s n ' t  r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  scene ,  b u t  I was looking 
over  t h a t  way. Then they  brought  t h a t  chopper i n .  

Q CONTI tu rned  h e r  over  t o  t h e  company commander? 

A. Y e s ,  over nea r  h i s  a r e a .  The CO was t h e r e .  
The CO knew about h e r ,  and he c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  chopper 
t o  g e t  h e r  o u t .  She and t h e  o t h e r  two o r  t h r e e  guys,  
I t h i n k .  

Q Then you t h i n k  you l e f t  t h e r e  and went 
t o  t h e  graveyard? 

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  where w e  s t a y e d  twice .  I t h i n k  
it w a s  t h e  second n i g h t  and t h e  t h i r d  n i g h t .  

Q The same p l ace?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s ,  s ir .  

Q You s t a t e d  you were picked up and t aken  
back t o  D o t t i e .  Do you remember your  pick-up zone? 

A. Y e s .  I remember t h e  a r e a ,  because w e  worked 
o u t  of  t h e r e  be fo re .  T h a t ' s  about  it, i f  I remember 
t h e  area (Witness p o i n t i n g  t o  a p o s i t i o n  on E x h i b i t  M A P - 1 ) .  

Q. W a s  it nea r  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. I t  w a s n ' t  t o  f a r  from t h e r e .  

Q. Do you remember c r o s s i n g  t h e  causeway? 

A. I'm n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q. When you l e f t  t h e  pick-up zone, do you 
r e c a l l  anybody from Task Force Barker  or b r i g a d e  
headqua r t e r s  be ing  t h e r e ?  

A. When w e  l e f t ?  
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Q When you were t aken  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a  back 
t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  where Task Force  Barker  w a s .  

Q W e l l ,  I know, b u t  I was t a l k i n g  about  t h e  
pick-up zone down n e a r  P i n k v i l l e  where you w e r e  p icked  
up by h e l i c o p t e r s ,  e x t r a c t e d ,  and taken  back t o  Task 
Force  D o t t i e .  A t  t h e  pick-up zone, w a s  t h e r e  any-
body from Task Force  Barker o r  headqua r t e r s  t h e r e ?  

A.  N o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON o r  Colonel  
BARKER be ing  t h e r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I recall,  sir. 

Q - When you g o t  back t o  D o t t i e  a f t e r  be ing  
e x t r a c t e d ,  when you g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  w a s  Colone l  
HENDERSON o r  Colonel  BARKER back t h e r e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  see him. 

Q Did you see any f i e l d  grade  . o f f i c e r s  back 
t h e r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  I n  f a c t ,  I went s t r a i g h t  
t o  my bunker ,  I t h i n k ,  when I g o t  back. 

Q No one asked anybody any q u e s t i o n s ?  Nobody 
w a s  t h e r e ?  

, A. Not I n o r  anybody e l s e  whom I s a w .  

Q Do you remember what t i m e  you w e r e  e x t r a c t e d ?  

A. I know it was i n  t h e  a f te rnoon .  T h a t ' s  
been a y e a r  and a h a l f  ago, and I c a n ' t  remember 
e x a c t l y ,  sir. A l l  I know i s  t h a t  it w a s  i n  t h e  a f t e r -
noon, 
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Q. Have you eve r  heard  anyth ing  about  k i l l i n g  
over  t h e r e ,  o r  any th ing  t h a t  you can c o r r e l a t e  t o  
k i l l i n g ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q I n  Bravo Company? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  about any k i l l -
i n g  i n  Bravo Company. 

Q W a s  t h e r e  eve r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of which you know? 

A. Not t h a t  I know, sir.  

Q You never  d i d  h e a r  about i t ?  

A .  Wait a second,  I t a k e  t h a t  back. I d i d  
h e a r  a rumor, b u t  I d i d n ' t  know anybody who w a s  ques t ioned .  
I know I w a s n ' t  ques t ioned .  But,  t h a t  rumor w a s  going 
around. 

Q. What rumor? 

A. Tha t  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on. 

Q How long a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  d i d  you h e a r  
t h i s ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  recal l ,  e x a c t l y ,  a day o r  s o ,  maybe. 
I d i d  h e a r  t h e  rumor of t h a t .  

Q. Captain  MEDINA d i d n ' t  say t h i s ?  

A .  No, s ir .  I n  f a c t ,  nobody t o l d  m e  t h i s .  
I t  w a s  j u s t  one of t h o s e  rumors t h a t  f l y  around. You 
know, t hey  f l y  around more than  b i r d s  do. 

Q You w e r e n ' t  ques t ioned?  

A. No, s ir .  
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Q What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  men of  C h a r l i e  
Company toward t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. T h a t ' s  hard  t o  say.  I know p e r s o n a l l y  
I d i d n ' t  l i k e  them. You know. W e  l o s t  a l o t  o f  men 
i n  m i n e f i e l d s  and booby t r a p s .  And, a c t u a l l y ,  every-
body was a l i t t l e  u p t i g h t  a g a i n s t  them. But,  o t h e r  
t h a n  t h a t ,  t h a t ' s  n a t u r a l  anyhow. You want revenge 
f o r  your  f e l l ow guys. But ,  I d o n ' t  know, I suppose 
t h e r e  w a s  revenge i n  a l o t  of  p e o p l e ' s  minds. 

Q A l l  t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. NO,  no, no. I wouldnl t say a l l  Vietnamese. 

Q W e l l ,  I w a s  t a l k i n g  about  Vietnamese i n  
gene ra l .  

A.  Oh, no. We had,  on t h e  l and ing  zone,  if 
w e  w e r e  t h e r e  f o r  a couple  of hpurs,, w e  would go i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  No, it w a s n ' t  a g a i n s t  a l l  Vietnamese. 

Q The Vietnamese i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  f i r e  
b a s e ,  and t h e  v i l l a g e s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  d i d  
C h a r l i e  Company g e t  a long  w e l l  w i t h  them? 

A.  More o r  less. I mean, as w e l l  as could  
be  expected.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  any g r e a t  l o v e  
f o r  them. I never  s a w  any i n c i d e n t s  down t h e r e  w i t h  
them, o r  G I ' s  going down t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  s l a p p i n g  
people  around,  o r  t a k i n g  t h i n g s .  W e l l ,  I gues s ,  it 
d idn '  t b o t h e r  them e i t h e r  way. 

Q - Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  any r apes  by C h a r l i e  
Company i n  any of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q What happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  What do you
t h i n k  happened w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  people  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d ?  
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A. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you, s ir .  A l l  I 
know i s  hea r say ,  because I d i d n ' t  go through t h e r e  
a t  t h e  same t ime they  d i d ,  you see. 

Q . What p o r p o r t i o n  of t h e ' b o d i e s  t h a t  you 
s a w  were c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Most of  them w e r e  women and c h i l d r e n .  

Q What percen tage  w e r e  ch i ld ren? .  

A. F o r t y  o r  f i f t y  p e r c e n t .  

Q You s a w  40 bodies?  

A. Y e s .  

Q You're t a l k i n g  about  20 c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q How many w e r e  women? 

.. A . Most of them. There were some o l d  men, 
t h e  rest w e r e  o l d  men and women. 

Q. What do you t h i n k  caused t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q- W e l l ,  why do you t h i n k  it wasn ' t  r e p o r t e d ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know, sir .  

COL WILSON: L e t ' s  t a k e  a s h o r t  recess he re .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1459 hour s ,  6 January 
1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1500 hour s ,  
6 January 1970.)  
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COL WILSON: The  hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  
a r e  now p r e s e n t .  

COL WILSON: W a s  t h e r e  a problem wi th  mari juana i n  
t h e  company? 

A. W e l l ,  I knew guys--I heard  of guys smoking 
it ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know how b i g  a problem it w a s .  

Q W a s  t h e r e  a problem i n  your  p l a toon?  

A. I n  my p l a toon?  Not i n  my p la toon .  Not 
t h a t  I know. 

Q. What happened t o  GRUVER? 

A. What happened t o  GRWER w a s  n o t  wh i l e  
he w a s  i n  my squad. 

Q . What d i d  happen t o  him? 

A. A f t e r  he  went t o  t h e  LRRP, do you mean? 
I hea rd  he s t o l e  a t r u c k  and d i d  a l l  k inds  of  c r azy  
t h i n g s .  

Q. T h a t ' s  n o t  wh i l e  he w a s  i n  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. No. I t h i n k  he w a s  i n  t h e  LRRP a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  I n  f a c t ,  I a m  p o s i t i v e  of  t h a t .  

Q. H e  wasn ' t f o o l i n g  around w i t h  mar i juana  
i n  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. Not t h a t  I know. 

Q You d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  any problem.
Do you t h i n k  t h a t  anybody who went i n t o  My ~ a i( 4 )  
w a s  on mari juana? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  s i r .  

Q What do you t h i n k ?  
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A. I t ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  

Q Anybody i n  your p la toon?  

A .  I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say sir.  They could 
have a l l  been s toned ,  and I wouldn ' t  have known it. 

Q Why? 

A. Because I d o n ' t  know t h e  e f f e c t s  of  it. 

Q What d i d  C h a r l i e  Company do a f t e r  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  
Did they  conduct normal o p e r a t i o n s  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  we d i d .  

Q There w a s n ' t  any change i n  your o p e r a t i o n s ?  
You s t a y e d  i n  t h e  same a r e a ?  

A. I t h i n k  w e  d i d  f o r  a l i t t l e  w h i l e ,  and 
t h e n  w e  went .up--let's s e e  now--we s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  
a wh i l e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  and then  we went t o  H i l l s  992 ' 
and 991. Then w e  went to--went up n o r t h  t o ,  I t h i n k ,  
it w a s  Que Son. 

Q Did you con t inue  o p e r a t i o n s  s imilar  t o  
t h e  t ype  t h a t  you had been conduct ing? 

A. There was no r e a l  change i n  o p e r a t i o n s .  
Maybe a change i n  l o c a t i o n ,  sir.  Y e s ,  j u s t  a change 
i n  l o c a t i o n .  

Q Was it a r e s u l t  of  change i n  assignment? 
Was it t h e  d i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Task Force  Barker ,  
o r  going back t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade area, or  do you 
know? 

A. I t  w a s  because w e  had t o o  many c a s u a l t i e s  
and because t h e y  w e r e  p u t t i n g  t h e  3/1, o r  whatever  
it w a s ,  i n  o u r  p l a c e ,  and w e  were going back w i t h  
t h e  b r igade .  
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(COL WILSON i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  w i tnes s  
on examination of photographs and marking t h e  a e r i a l  
photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-1, l a t e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence 
as E x h i b i t  P-141.  ) 

COL WILSON: W e ' l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  recess f o r  t h e  purpose 
of l e t t i n g  t h e  w i tnes s  look over  t h e  photographs.  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1510 hours ,  6 
January 1970. ) 

-(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1535 h o u r s ,  
6 January 1970.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  
are aga in  p r e s e n t .  

COL WILSON:. Photo P-6. Did you see t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q.  This  i s  CARTER be ing  bandaged. You s a w  
t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

Q What i s  he l e a n i n g  a g a i n s t ?  

A. I t  looks  l i k e  p a r t  of a w a l l  ..'" 

Q .  A l l  r i g h t .  P-7. How f a r  is  t h i s  f r o m  
t h e  w a l l ,  o r  i s  it t h e  s a m e  p l a c e ? .  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  away from it. 
I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  b u t  I s a w  them move him 
away a l i t t l e  b i t .  The f i r s t  t i m e  I s a w  him, he  w a s  
up t h e r e ,  and t h e  n e x t  t i m e ,  he w a s  a long  t h e  s i d e  
o f  t h e  t r a i l .  

Q How about  P-8? Is t h i s  up a g a i n s t  t h e  
w a l l  where he was? 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d i d n ' t  see t h i s  a c t u a l  
p l a c e .  

Q P-9. How f a r  from t h a t  i s  t h e  p l a c e  he 
was wounded? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see t h a t .  I 

Q P-10. Is t h i s  t h e  same p l a c e  where he 
w a s  wounded, o r  has  he been moved? 

A .  Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  almost  t h e  same p l a c e ,  I b e l i e v e .  

A. T h a t ' s  D U S T I N  from my squad,  and t h a t ' s  
one of t h e  hootches .  

Q That  's DUSTIN? 

A .  Right .  

Q H e  i s  burn ing  t h e  hootch i n  accordance 
w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Right .  

Q Is t h i s  t y p i c a l  of t h e  t ype  hootches  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  There w e r e  a few o l d  s t r u c t u r e s .  
I d o n ' t  know t h e  type  of m a t e r i a l  of which they  w e r e  
made, b u t , . i t  w a s n ' t  s t r a w .  I t  w a s  a rock-type material. 

Q A more permanent s t r u c t u r e ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  A French type  of b u i l d i n g .  

Q *  P-25? 

A. T h a t ' s  GRIMES, t h e  o t h e r  squad l e a d e r ,  t h e  
second squad leader. , I d o n ' t  know what h e ' s  r ead ing  t h e r e ,  
but--
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you recognize  t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  

A.  R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q. Where is  t h a t ?  

A.  I remember him p i ck ing  up t h a t  s t u f f  and 
read ing  it i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I c a n ' t  recall e x a c t l y  
where it i s ,  s ir .  

Q Was it i n  t h e  forward p a r t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
o r  t h e  late^, o r  what? 

A. H e  w a s  on i n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  q u i t e - -
I c a n ' t  be  s u r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  t o o  f a r  i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. P-29. What i s  t h a t ?  

A. That  i s  t h e  l and ing  zone on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  
r i g h t  o u t s i d e  of M y  La i  ( 4 )  . 
Q. Do you know who t h o s e  people  a r e ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  t e l l .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  w e l l  on t h a t  l and ing  
zone? 

A. Vaguely. I t h i n k  it w a s  between two trees, 
i f  I ' m  e x a c t .  

Q Do you remember t h a t  we l l ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  Iremember it w a s  
between two trees. You know how t h e  w e l l s  s t i c k  o u t  
a l i t t l e  b i t ,  where t h e r e  i s  some empty room. That  
w a s  t h e  one I was t a l k i n g  about .  I d o n ' t  recall  t h a t .  

Q Do you remember t h e  i n s i g n i a  on t h e  nose  of  
t h e s e  a i r c r a f t ?  
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A. I t h i n k  they were t he  snakes ,  ~ a t t l e s n a k e s ,  
t h e  second. The f i rs t  one appears  t o  have a Dolphin 
on it. The Dolphins w e r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  ou r  u n i t .  

A. Th is  i s  WILLIAMS h e r e ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h f s  
i s  Gene OLIVER h e r e .  

Q. The man on t h e  l e f t  i s  OLIVER? 

A. Right .  He is  t h i s  one r i g h t  he re .  

Q The man i n  t h e  c e n t e r  i s  WILLIAMS? 

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

A. T h a t ' s  GRIMES aga in .  He's s t a r t i n g  t o  l i g h t  
a hootch.  

Q - Do you know where t h a t  house i s ?  

A. NO,  n o t  e x a c t l y .  

A. T h a t ' s  when we went on i n t o  t h e  v a l l e y .  
This  w a s  a f t e r  My L a i  (4), and we w e r e  sweeping toward 
t h a t  r i v e r ,  o r  beach,  o r  whatever it is.  

Q. Is t h i s  a s  you l e f t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  o r  is  t h i s  
t h e  n e x t  n i g h t ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  nex t  day. There w a s  
a b i g  h i l l ,  H i l l  85,  t h a t  w a s  t o  o u r  r i g h t  going down 
i n  through t h e r e ,  and t h i s  i s  t h a t  area o f f  of it h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . A v a l l e y ,  a b i g  v a l l e y .  

Q- Okay. P-61 i s  moving sou th  toward t h e  
Song T r a  Khuc River .  
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A.  Those a r e  a l l  r i c e  paddies ,  and t h a t ' s  
H i l l  85. Then, over  on t h i s  s i d e ,  t h e r e  is  a br idge  
where Bravo Company was going. 

A. Tha t ' s  GRIMES squad. They went over--the 
p la toon l e a d e r ,  I be l i eve  it was, s e n t  him over  t o  
check t h i s  o u t ,  over here  i n  t h i s  t r e e  l i n e .  He s e n t  
them over t o  check it ou t .  They s a i d  they s a w  some 
people running. 

Q Where i s  t h i s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
Is it a f t e r ,  o r  be fo re ,  o r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  T h i s  i s  r i g h t  o f f  from t h e  landing zone. That 
was t o  our r i g h t ,  which would be--I c a n ' t  remember 
t h e  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q. Well, i f  it was t o  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  landing 
zone it was south ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q.  This is  before  you entered  the  v i l l a g e  then? 

A.  Y e s ,  before  our platoon entered  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The o t h e r  platoons were already t h e r e .  

Q Do you remember t h a t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exhibi t  
P-63) ? 

A. Yes, because when WEST--after these  people 
g o t  over  t o  t h e  hedgerow, WEST go t  up and f i r e d  from 
h i s  hip.  I jumped a l l  over h i m  f o r  i t ,  because these  
people were over i n  t h a t  hedgerow, and he f i r e d  over  
i n  t h a t  genera l  d i r e c t i o n .  T h a t ' s  why I remember t h i s  wel l .  

Q.  Can you name the  people from l e f t  t o  r i g h t ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  GRIMES t h e r e .  

Q The f i r s t  man on t h e  l e f t .  The second? 
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A .  I ' m  no t  sure about t h a t  one.  

Q The t h i r d ?  

A.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about him, b u t  t h a t  is  MCDONALD. 

Q The . f o u r t h  i s  MCDONALD. This  is r i g h t  
o f f  t h e  drop zone, or  t h e  land ing  zone? 

A. Right .  They were s e n t  ove r  t o  check o u t  
t h i s  l i t t l e  wooded a r e a ,  and t h a t ' s  when WEST p u l l e d  up. 

Q L e t ' s  come back t o  t h i s  photograph when 
we g e t  t h e  aer ia l  photo o u t .  P-64? 

A. T h a t ' s  moving down t h a t  rice paddie ,  heading 
towards t h e  r iver  aga in .  T h a t ' s  SMITH, t h a t ' s  DELPOME. 

Q The f i r s t  man i s  SMITH. The second man i s  
DELPOME . 
A. T h a t ' s  a l l  I can r e a l l y  make o u t .  

Q - P-125? 

A. I took t h i s  p i c t u r e  of  t h i s  hootch burning.  
The e x a c t  l o c a t i o n ,  a g a i n ,  I c a n ' t  come up wi th .  I t ' s  
been so long.  

Q Is it on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e l l ,  it was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  a whi le .  
I would say  it w a s  on t h e  nor th .  A l i t t l e  b i t  n o r t h  
perhaps ,  because I remember e a t i n g  chow, and t a l k i n g  
t o  L ieu tenan t  LACROSS, and,  i n  f a c t ,  it w a s  r i g h t  o f f  
t h e  p a t h  t h a t  goes around t h e  v i l l a g e .  We w e r e n ' t  
o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and w e  w e r e n ' t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
T h a t ' s  when I took t h i s  p i c t u r e .  

Q P-126? G o  ahead and i d e n t i f y  t h e  people  
from t h e  l e f t  t o  r i g h t .  I 

A. This  is SMITH, R .  D.  This  is  myse l f ,  t h e  
second man. GRWER i s  t h e  t h i r d  man, and GRIMES i s  f o u r t h .  
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A. Th is  i s  t h e  second n i g h t .  I b e l i e v e  they 
w e r e  b r i n g i n g  i n  s u p p l i e s .  This  w a s  t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  
I ,  myse l f ,  s h o t  a machinegun a t  t w o  o t h e r s  who had 
packs on them. They were 500 o r  600 meters away. 
I s a w  them through b i n o c u l a r s ,  and I opened up on 
them wi th  a machinegun. They dropped. I d i d n ' t  see 
them g e t  up a f t e r  t h a t .  Whether they  g o t  up o r  n o t ,  
I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Is t h i s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  graveyard? 

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  it r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
on E x h i b i t  P-1, la ter  e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence as P-141). 

Q. Did you g e t  h o t  chow t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Right .  I 

Q. Both n i g h t s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  A s  long  as they  g e t  t h e  
choppers i n ,  w e  g e t  h o t  chow. I think.*we g o t  it 
dur ing  t h e  whole ope ra t ion .  

A .  T h a t ' s  myself i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  and t h i s  is  
SMITH, Gerald  SMITH, I b e l i e v e ,  on t h e  r i g h t .  This  
w a s  t h e  l and ing  zone which we w e r e  t o  go o f f  back t o  
D o t t i e .  

Q. This  i s  t h e  pick-up zone? 
\ 

A. . Right .  

The e x t r a c t i o n ?  

Right .  

There'  are n o t  many people  t h e r e ?  
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A.  W e l l ,  we d i d n ' t  have many choppers.  F i r s t  
of a l l ,  t hey  s t a r t e d  o u t  us ing  t w o  choppers ,  and then  
they  g o t  down t o  where they  were us ing  only one. 
Something happened t o  t h e  o t h e r  one. W e  w e r e  j u s t  
about  t h e  l a s t  ones t o  go. 

Q .  P-129, what i s  t h i s ?  

A.  Th is  i s  an aerial  photo I took of  t h a t  
area, of My Lai .  That  i s n ' t  i n  t h e r e .  That  is  j u s t  
t h e  area around it which I took wh i l e  w e  w e r e  l e a v i n g ,  
when w e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  e x t r a c t e d .  

Q This  i s  a photograph t aken  from t h e  pick-
up zone? 

A .  Right .  

Q Not necessar i ' ly  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  No. 

Q. You say  it w a s  how f a r  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
to  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I'd s a y  2 5  o r  30 meters. 

Q This  would be about  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
on E x h i b i t  P-1, la ter  e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence as P-141)? 

A.  Y e s .  

0. How f a r  w e r e  you from t h e  t r e e e l i n e ?  

A .  W e  w e r e  a good 100 m e t e r s ,  anyhow. 

B When you moved t o  t he - - I ' d  l i k e  t o  d e f i n e  
this a c t i o n .  When you l e f t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  where 
d i d  you go? 

A .  W e  went around t h e  d i k e .  W e  formed a h a l f  
circle around t h e  v i l l a g e ,  ou r  p l a toon  d i d ,  s o r t  o f  
a h a l f  c i rc le ,  j u s t  t o  cover  us from t h e  f r o n t ,  t h e  
back,  a c t u a l l y ,  and t h e  f l a n k s .  We w e r e  i n  a s e m i -
circle t h e r e ,  about  l i k e  so ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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Q This  i s  what your p l a toon  d id?  

A. R igh t .  

Q Did your p l a toon  s e c u r e  from t h e  sou th?  
Apparent ly ,  from what you said, you w e r e  s e c u r i n g  
from down i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. W e  w e r e  i n  a h a l f  c ircle,  and t h a t ' s  when 
they  s e n t  t h a t  o t h e r  squad o u t  t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q Now, where d i d  t h a t  squad go? On t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of t h i s  tree l i n e ?  

A. They went i n t o  i t ,  o r  they  went on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  o f  it. I c o u l d n ' t  see from my p o s i t i o n .  
I t ' s  been s o  long.  

Q. I t  looks  l i k e  t h a t ,  because t h a t ' s  t h e  
on ly  tree l i n e  nea r  t h a t  l and ing  zone. Did your  whole 
squad go down t h e r e ?  

A. Not my squad; GRIMES squad. My squad s t a y e d  
t h e r e  on t h e  l and ing  zone. 

(COL WILSON marks p o s i t i o n  of GRIMES' 
squad on t h e  aerial  photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-1, which 
is later  admi t ted  i n t o  evidence w i t h  a n n o t a t i o n s  a s  
E x h i b i t  P-141. ) 

Q. You s t a y e d  on t h e  l and ing  zone? 

A. Right .  I spread  my men o u t  a l i t t l e  
t o  more o r  less cover  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  
a e r i a l  photograph) .  

Q You w e r e  cover ing  t h e  rear o f  t h e  company 
as it moved through? 

A .  Right .  

Q. 
Now 
1st 

You w e r e  defending from t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
, when you l e f t  t h i s  fo rmat ion ,  you moved between t h e  
and t h e  2d P la toons?  
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A .  W e l l ,  w e  moved i n  and w e  more o r  less--
j u s t - - a c t u a l l y ,  it was more o r  less mass confus ion .  
Everybody was j u s t  mingl ing i n  w i th  everybody. B a s i c a l l y ,  
they  w e r e  t o  be  i n  f r o n t  of u s ,  which they  w e r e .  I t  was 
a good hour  o r  s o  b e f o r e  w e  e v e r  went i n .  

Q . They w e r e  t h e r e  an hour  b e f o r e  you went i n ?  

A. A t  l eas t ,  I ' d  s ay .  

Q. They l e f t  a t  0730, and t h i s  would have been 
a t  about  0830 when you went i n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  o r  l a t e r .  W e  sa t  o u t  t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  a 
w h i l e .  

9 . I f  you s a t  t h e r e  f o r  an hou r ,  and you w e r e  on 
t h e  second l i f t ,  you probably  d i d n ' t  move i n  u n t i l  
a f t e r  9:00? 

A. I know w e  s a t  t h e r e  a good wh i l e .  The t i m e ,  
I d o n ' t  know. They had a l r e a d y  gone through t h e  v i l l a g e  
b e f o r e  w e  went  i n .  

Q. Do you remember, you s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e  two 
squads  i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Were t h e  squads  
on l i n e  o r  i n  column? 

A. I b e l i e v e  they  w e r e ,  i f  I remember r i g h t ,  
on l i n e .  A f t e r  w e  g o t  i n  h e r e ,  w e  s t a r t e d  ming l ing  
around.  

Q W a s  your  squad on t h e  r i g h t ,  o r  on t h e  l e f t ?  

A.  On t h e  r i g h t ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q Which squad w a s  t h a t ?  

A. F i r s t  squad.  But ,  a f t e r  w e  g o t  i n ,  it was 
con fus ing ,  because  everybody w a s  calm, nobody w a s  g e t t i n g  
s h o t  a t ,  and everybody w a s  ming l ing  around. The p i c t u r e  
I showed you of t h e  burn ing  hootch w a s  o v e r  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I was ove r  i n  t h e r e  w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  
LACROSS, and w e  j u s t  mingled around,  and we  ended up o v e r  
i n  he r e .  
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Then w e  c u t  back over .  I c a n ' t  remember where CARTER 
was, and t h a t ' s  where we l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  a l i t t l e  
a f t e r  t h a t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I c a n ' t  t r a c e  my e x a c t  foo t -
s t e p s .  

Q A r e  you say ing  they were burning hootches  
on t h e  no r th?  

A. The one p i c t u r e  I took ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it 
w a s .  

Q I ' m  reasonably sure--we a r e  reasonably  
s u r e  t h a t  CARTER w a s  wounded on t h e  extreme s o u t h  
s i d e .  

A. Later on--yes, I ' s a i d  l a t e r  on we went--

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You s a i d  you moved from 
t h e  n o r t h  end t o  t h e  sou th?  

A .  Right .  

Q Did you move s t r a i g h t  south? 

A.  W e  j u s t  mingled on through,  and wound up 
over  h e r e  where CARTER was ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q A c t u a l l y ,  you moved up i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  
and mingled around. You s p o t t e d  t h e  burn ing  house,  
and then  moved back down through t h e r e ,  because CARTER 
w a s  wounded somewhere down i n  t h i s  area ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  w e  ended up going down where 
CARTER w a s .  I t  j u s t  g o t  t o  be more o r  less mingl ing 
around and shoo t ing  t h e  w a t e r  b u f f a l o e s .  W e  j u s t  
wandered around. 

Q Where d i d  you see t h e s e  bodies?  

A. I. s a w  them throughout  t h e  v i l l a g e  .' 

Q No p a r t i c u l a r  p l ace?  

A. N o ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t .  Except t h a t  one 'g roup ,  
and I can ' t - -
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Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Where d i d  WIDMER shoo t  t h e  boy? 

A.  I t  wasn ' t  t o o  f a r  from where CARTER was. 

U. Did you h i t  t h e  t r a i l  down on t h e  sou th  p a r t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  w h e r e  there was a v i l l a g e  on your l e f t ,  and t h e r e  
was no th ing  on your r i g h t  except  r i c e  paddies?  

A. I know we came o u t  where CARTER w a s ,  and then  I 
t h i n k  w e  went on t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. To t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  so .  I t h i n k  we  ended up by a 
d i t c h .  Is t h i s  a d i t c h  h e r e ,  o r  something ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  
W e  ended up by a d i t c h ,  and I d i d n ' t  see CARTER g e t  evacuated.  

Q Were t h e r e  any bodies  i n  t h i s  d i t c h ?  

A. No. Not u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  Vietnamese P o l i c e  s h o t  
them. That  w a s  done p r i o r  t o  what I saw. 

Q. Was t h i s  b r i d g e  on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  
w a s  it o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  w a s  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  But,  we s topped t h e r e .  
I d o n ' t  know how long w e  s t a y e d  t h e r e ,  b u t  everybody was 
more o r  less r e s t i n g ,  you know, and t h a t ' s  when t h e  Nat iona l  
P o l i c e  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g .  

Q This  i s  t h e  approximate area where CARTER was found? 

A. CARTER was on my r i g h t ,  I know t h a t ,  when I went 
on through.  W e  s t a y e d  around t h a t  a r e a  f o r  a w h i l e ,  and then 
w e  l e f t .  W e  went on up t h i s  way, I presume ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q P o i n t  2 i s  t h e  approximate a r e a  where CARTER w a s  
wounded. You d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  and evacua te  
him? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I remember h e a r i n g  i t .  I t ' s  been 
s o  long.  But I know I didn ' t see them c a r r y  CARTER o u t ,  o r  
even t h e  chopper coming i n .  Ev iden t ly ,  it came i n  over  t h e  
bushes.  Myself ,  I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  it. I know it came i n ,  
because they  had t o  g e t  him o u t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  see it. 
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Q. You l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t ?  

A .  Right .  

Q. W a s  t h i s  when you left--when you l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e
d i d  you have a s p o t  o u t  t h e r e  where you a t e  o r  any th ing  l i k e  
t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  w e  passed CARTER, I t h i n k  w e  s t a y e d  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a l i t t l e  b i t  l onge r ,  r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  and then  
w e  moved up t o  a d i t c h .  T h a t ' s  where we h a l t e d  f o r  q u i t e  a 
wh i l e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q .  What d i d  you do? Did you s e t  up a pe r ime te r  o r  
something l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. W e  j u s t  set  up a company per imeter .  I t  s c a r e d  
t h e  l i v i n g  d a y l i g h t s  o u t  of m e  when they  opened up, because 
I tu rned  around and looked back i n  t h e r e ,  and people  w e r e  
l y i n g  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q. The people  t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  found? 

A .  Right .  

Q - You w e r e  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  d i t c h  then?  

A. R igh t ,  I w a s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of it. 

Q W a s  t h i s  d i t c h  i n  a t r e e  l i n e ?  

A. Not a heavy tree l i n e ,  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  trees along 
t h e r e .  ' Not a heavy tree l i n e .  

Q This  was ano the r  pe r ime te r  t h a t  you d i scussed?  

A. R igh t ,  b u t  w e  s a t  o u t  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know how long ,  
and w e  moved o u t  t o  where we s t ayed .  

Q How f a r  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  d i t c h  w a s  t h i s ?  

A. Where w e  , l aagered?  

Q No. When you set  your pe r ime te r  up o v e r  t h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

A. W e l l ,  I w a s  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  a longs ide  t h e  d i t c h .  
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Q W e l l ,  I ' m  going t o  p u t  t h i s  approximate arca 
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

A. The d i t c h  w a s  2 o r  3 f e e t  behind me. 

Q. P o i n t  3 ,  t h e  d i t c h  where t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
s h o t  VC s u s p e c t s .  L e t ' s  go back t o  s o m e  of t h e s e  photographs.  
Where was t h i s  photo P-14? I t  shows DUSTIN burn ing  t h e  hootch? 
Was t h i s  when you f i r s t  g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  , 

A.  It  w a s n ' t  t o o  long a f t e r ,  I remember t h a t .  
DUSTIN was i n  my squad. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  photo? 

A. No, sir.  The re ' s  no way I can.  There were s e v e r a l  
hootches  a f t e r  t h a t ,  which we burned on o u r  way through.  D U S T I N  
was w i th  m e  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  I n  f a c t ,  what t h a t  r e p o r t e r  s a i d  i n  
L i f e  magazine about  t h e  w a t e r  buffa lo--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What about i t ?  

A. I t  was D U S T I N  and I who w e r e  shoo t ing  it. He was 
wi th  m e  a lmost  a l l  t h e  way, t h e  whole t i m e  w e  w e r e  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Most of t h e  t i m e ,  I ' d  s ay .  This  photograph was 
taken du r ing  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
I ' d  s ay ,  p o s s i b l y .  

! 

Q How many m e t e r s  i n ,  would you say? 

A.  I have no i d e a ,  s i r .  

Q Do you t h i n k  it w a s  up on t h e  no r the rn  p a r t ,  
o r  a f t e r  you s t a r t e d  heading sou th  again? 

A. No, he w a s  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t .  Gene ra l ly ,  i n  
h e r e  somewhere ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  When we cope down t h i s  way 
eve ry th ing  was--there w a s n ' t  t o o  much e v e r  i n  t h e r e .  I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  wasn ' t  even a hootch standing, as I can r e c a l l .  
W e  d i d  most of o u r  burn ing  a s  w e  were going up t o  t h e  no r the rn  
p a r t .  W e  more o r  l e s s  h u r r i e d  down t h i s  way. A s  w e  w e r e  
heading sou th ,  w e  w e r e  more o r  less i n  a  hu r ry .  I f  t h e r e  
w e r e  any s t a n d i n g ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we  took t h e  t i m e  t o  burn 
them, because w e  were about  ready t o  move o u t .  
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Q. P-24, do you know where t h i s  photograph w a s  t aken?  

A. I r e c a l l  LOPEZ p ick ing  corn ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t e l l  ex-
a c t l y  where i t  w a s .  

Q .  W a s  t h i s  a f t e r  you h i t  t h e  no r the rn  p a r t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  o r  where? 

A. ' I  d o n ' t  remember, sir .  He always d i d  t h a t ,  and 
w e  always joked around wi th  him about  t h i s .  

Q .  About p i ck ing  corn? 

A. Yes. 

Was he p i ck ing  it o r  c u t t i n g  i t ?  

A. H e  had a couple  of e a r s .  H e  a te  t h e  corn  over  
t h e r e .  

Q P-25 shows GRIMES looking  a t  s o m e  papers .  Do 
you know where t h a t  photograph was taken? 

A. GRIMES w a s  i n  ou r  a r e a  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  I'd say  it 
w a s  when w e  w e r e  sweeping up n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Was it b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h a t  house burned by tha t - -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  recal l .  

Q . Do you know where P-30 w a s  taken? 

A. When I f i r s t  s a w  t h a t  p i c t u r e ,  I thought  it w a s  
when GRIMES was going over  t o  t h a t  a r e a  I w a s  t e l l i n g  you 
about ,  because of t h e  s imple  f a c t  t h a t  t h a t ' s  a l l  you can 
s e e .  You d o n ' t  see anybody e l s e  over  t h e r e ,  and t o  s t a r t  
o u t  w i t h ,  it was a rice paddie  t h e r e .  So, when I f i r s t  saw 
t h e  photograph,  it j u s t  dawned on m e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  where it 
was, they w e r e  going ove r  t h e r e .  

Q. Where? 

A .  When they w e r e  going over  t o  t h a t  hedgerow, o f f  
t h e  l and ing  zone. 

Q. Do you know where P-60 w a s  taken? 
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A. I t  was whi le  our  p l a toon  l e a d e r  was going up t o  
t h e  no r th .  

Q - While you were s t i l l  moving up t o  t h e  no r th?  

A. R igh t .  Most of  t h e s e  were,  because we d i d n ' t  t a k e  
much t i m e  when we went back down t o  j o i n  up w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of 
t h e  company.. W e  d i d n ' t  spend much t i m e  burning any hootches .  , 
I t h i n k  they  were a l l  burned,  anyhow, a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q. This  looks l i k e  a f a i r l y  s t r o n g  s t r u c t u r e  he i s  
burning.  

A. I t ' s  g o t  a g r a s s  roof on it ,  and t h a t ' l l  burn.  
I t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  an o l d  French b u i l d i n g  t o  m e .  I t  j u s t  has  
t h e  g r a s s  roof  on it. 

A. W e l l ,  I ' d  say  t h a t ' s  p a r t  of  t h e  rice paddies  
toward which w e  w e r e  sweeping. This  is  s t i l l ,  I t h i n k ,  as w e  
w e r e  going sou th  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  That  ' s  what it appears  
t o  b e ,  b u t  rice paddies  are rice paddies .  The re ' s  no d i s -
t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. P-63. T h i s  i s  back a t  t h e  l and ing  zone, as you 
s a i d .  But ,  you s a i d  it was GRIMES'S squad moving i n t o  t h e  
tree l i n e .  On t h i s  photo it i s  p o i n t  1, which would be 
photo P-63. Now, on photo P-125, do you remember where you 
took t h a t ?  Where were you i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  . T h a t ' s  where I w a s  t e l l i n g  you t h a t  we w e r e  on 
t h e  n o r t h  and t a l k i n g  t o  L ieu tenan t  LACROSS. ,It w a s  - i n  
t h e r e ,  n o t  t o o  f a r  from t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  w e  were.  
i n ,  when I took t h a t  p i c t u r e .  

Q W a s  t h i s  house burn ing  when you came upon i t ?  
This  i s  photo P-125. 

A. I t h i n k  w e  burned it. I t h i n k  I burned it. 

Q - ' P-126 was over  i n  t h e  a r e a  where you l aage red ,  
which would be  o f f  t h i s  photograph.  P-128 w a s ,  and P-129 
w a s .  T h a t ' s  a l l  t h e  photographs t h a t  were t aken  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  
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A. No, no t  r i g h t  offhand.  

Q .  Do you remember where you s h o t  t h e  wa te r  b u f f a l o ?  

A. I t  was on ou r  sweep up no r th  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  
But,  t h e  e x a c t  a r e a - - i t ' s  been t o o  long.  I ' m  j u s t  g iv ing  
you an est imate,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q .  Right .  B a s i c a l l y ,  t h i s  (Exh ib i t  P-1 as annota ted)
i s  what you r e c a l l ,  and I have p u t  up h e r e :  "Prepared from 
memory a t  Washington, D . C . ,  6 January 1970.'' I f  you would 
s i g n  t h a t  f o r  me, w e  w i l l  e n t e r  it as an e x h i b i t  f o r  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

(The wi tnes s  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

The annota ted  a e r i a l  photograph prepared  by 
John SMAIL i s  e n t e r e d  as E x h i b i t  P-141.  

Do you have any f u r t h e r  tes t imony o r  any 
f u r t h e r  s t a t emen t s  t o  make a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I have. I have a s t a t e m e n t  f o r  
L ieu t enan t  CALLEY's sake.  That  man was m i s t r e a t e d  by every 
guy i n  t h e  company, e s p e c i a l l y  mi l i t a ry -wi se .  Like every- 
body else, I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  man. There were rumors going 
around t h a t  some of t h e  guys i n  h i s  p l a toon ,  and I hea rd  
t h i s  on a couple  occas ions ,  had a bounty on him. The man 
w a s  doing h i s  b e s t ,  a s  f a r  as I am concerned. I mean, maybe 
h e  wasn ' t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  l e a d e r ,  b u t  he w a s  t r y i n g .  He 
never  gave up, I ' l l  g i v e  him c r e d i t  f o r  t h a t .  H e  j u s t  
w a s n ' t  a l e a d e r ,  and I f e e l  t h a t  a l o t  of t h e s e  people  are 
p re jud iced  a g a i n s t  him, and t h a t  it r e a l l y  h u r t s  i f  people  
do t h a t .  Like I s a i d  about Captain  MEDINA, he was out-
s t a n d i n g ,  and anybody who knew any k ind  of t a c t i c s  o r  any-
t h i n g  would have t o  ag ree  w i th  m e .  That  man w a s  g r e a t  i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  T h a t ' s  about a l l  I have t o  say.  

Q. What about  your p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A.  Lieu tenan t  LACROSS? H e  w a s  g r e a t ,  too .  

Q. Did t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  seem t o  have 
any e f f e c t  on him? 
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A. I was t a l k i n g  t o  him on t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e r e .  I 
c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you what we w e r e  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  
h i s  f i r s t  a c t u a l  combat a s s a u l t .  He jo ined  us i n  t h e  f i e l d  
maybe a week o r  s o  be fo re  t h i s ,  I d o n ' t  remember, maybe 2 
weeks, b u t  t h i s  was h i s  f i r s t  r e a l  combat a s s a u l t ,  and h e  
g o t  s i c k  t o  h i s  stomach. He asked m e  i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  way it 
always was, and I t o l d  him, "No." 

Q. Any f u r t h e r  t es t imony,  M r .  SMAIL? 

A. NO,  sir. 

Q I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t -
ne s se s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  you may be re-
q u i r e d  s o  t o  do b e f o r e  any competent body, j u d i c i a l  o r  l eg-
i s l a t i v e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t ,  i f  you are 
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  cou r t -mar t i a l  c a s e  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  v.  Ca l l ey ,  
your  appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
o r  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o r d e r .  A r e  you s u b j e c t  i n  t h i s  
case?  Are you a wi tnes s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  v .  Ca l ley?  

A. No, because--I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I am. 

Q You h a v e n ' t  r ece ived  anyth ing  from t h e  judge? 

A .  No. Like I said,  I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  what took 
p l a c e  i n  t h e  1st and 2d P la toons .  

Q W e l l ,  b e f o r e  w e  c l o s e  o u t ,  should you happen t o  
go home and f i n d  a notebook,  photographs ,  o r  any th ing  
t h a t  might h e l p  f i x  t i m e s ,  d a t e s ,  and p l a c e s  on t h i s ,  I 
would a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would j u s t  c a l l  us  and l e t  us 
know. Some people  keep notebooks. Something might t u r n  up. 

A. I went through t h o s e  photos  of  mine, and I--
a m i l l i o n  t i m e s  a f t e r  I was - - tha t ' s  a l l  t h e  p i c t u r e s  I ' v e  
g o t ,  and I d i d n ' t  keep any notebook o r  anyth ing .  But,  i f  
something does  f l a s h  back i n  my mind, I w i l l . .  

COL WILSON: You can g e t  t h e  phone number downs ta i r s .  The 
h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The hea r ing  r eces sed  a t  1613 hour s ,  6 
January 1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: S M I T H ,  Gera ld  A , ,  PV2 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 30 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED O F :  Murder,  a g g r a v a t e d  a s s a u l t ,  and 
i n d e c e n t  a s s a u l t .  

COUNSEL: D e l m e r  C.  GOWING 111, CPT, JAGC,  s t a t i o n e d  a t  
F o r t  R i l e y  ,Kansas. 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  IvlARCH 1968: Rif leman,  Second 
Squad, T h i r d  P l a t o o n ,  C/1/20. 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

H e  a t t e n d e d  C a p t a i n  MEDINA's b r i e f i n g  on  1 5  March and 
s t a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA t o l d  them t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  s u s p e c t e d  VC i n  
and around t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h a t  women i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  had been 
s p o t t e d  w i t h  s t ee l  p o t s  and weapons (pg.  5 ) .  H e  t o l d  t h e  
u n i t  t h a t  it was t h e  l a r g e s t  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a VC 
haven,  and t h a t  t h e y  were t o  s e a r c h  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t o  make 
s u r e  t h a t  t h e  VC would n o t  e s c a p e  (pg .  5 ) .  Anyone t h e y  s a w  
o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  r u n n i n g ,  t h e y  w e r e  t o  f i r e  upon. MEDINA 
s a i d  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  b u r n i n g  t h e  houses  (pg . 5 ) ,  d e s t r o y i n g  
t h e  food ,  o r  k i l l i n g  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  (pg .  6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  any c i v i l i a n s  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  because  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  VC s y m p a t h i z e r s  (pg .  6 ) .  
SMITH r e c a l l e d  a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  WEBER b u t  d i d  n o t  
know when it was h e l d  (pg.  6 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  company 
s u f f e r i n g  c a s u a l t i e s  from booby t r a p s  and from a m i n e f i e l d  
and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  o c c u r r e d  when a new 
second l i e u t e n a n t  l e d  them i n t o  a m i n e f i e l d  (pg.  7 )  . The 
men i n  t h e  u n i t  were angry a b o u t  t h i s  (pg .  7 )  , and he  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  anx ious  f o r  a f i g h t  and e x p e c t e d  a 
" b i g  i n c i d e n t "  (pg .  8 )  . 
2. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  I n i t i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  LZ. 

SMITH was on t h e  l a s t  l i f t  t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pg .  8 )  and 
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s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  were f i r e d  upon a s  they  landed (pgs.  9 ,  1 4 ) .  
They saw rounds coming from t h e  v i l l a g e  and s a w  VC running 
a c r o s s  t h e  r i c e  paddy t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and towards H i l l  85 
(pg. 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t e n  minutes o f  f i r i n g  they  had 
k i l l e d  128 VC (pg. 1 2 ) ,  which he found o u t  t h r e e  o r  fou r  
days l a t e r  i n  t h e  br igade  paper .  This  d i d  n o t  s u r p r i s e  him 
because they  d i d  " q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r i n g "  (pg. 1 4 )  . Sergeant 
GRIMES and h i s  squad chased t h e  f l e e i n g  VC wh i l e  t h e  r e s t  
of t h e  p la toon  f i r e d  upon t h e  VC i n  t h e  a r e a .  Enemy f i r e  
was coming from t h e  west  (pg.  1 0 )  and it pinned down t h e  
u n i t  (pg.  9 ) .  

b .  SMITH'S knowledge of  HAEBERLE. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he s a w  a photographer and 
a r e p o r t e r  g e t t i n g  o f f  a h e l i c o p t e r  when they  landed and 
saw them l a t e r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  when he threw a grenade toward 
a h o l e ,  missed,  and WEST warned t h e  photographer  t o  watch 
o u t  (pg.  9 ) .  

c. Movement through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The t h i r d  p l a toon  w a s  n o t  supposed t o  move u n t i l  
t h e  o t h e r s  had swept through.  They w e r e  supposed t o  move 
s lowly and check more thoroughly than  t h e  i n i t i a l  p l a toons ,  
who w e r e  t o  a t t empt  t o  ca t ch  people  (pg. 1 0 ) .  They were t o  
search  b u t  d i d  n o t  have a miss ion of  burn ing  t h e  hootches 
(pg.  10)  . There w a s  no o r d e r  t o  t h e i r  movement (pg.  1 0 )  , 
a s  t hey  went through t h e  v i l l a g e  q u i t e  awhi le  a f t e r  everyone 
e l s e  (pg.  1 6 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  coming a c r o s s  a h o l e  and 
throwing a grenade i n t o  it (pgs .  1 0 ,  11, 1 5 ) .  

d .  Vietnamese i n  t h e  v i l l a s e .  

He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a few people  a l ive  b u t  
he would n o t  cons ide r  them c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  11). They were 
most ly  c h i l d r e n ,  few women, and o l d  men. They were o u t s i d e  
of  t h e i r  houses (pg.  11). The bodies  he saw w e r e  of  men of 
mi l i t a ry -age  , women, and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 11). They checked the 
I D  c a rds  o f  t h e  people  and l e t  them go (pg. 11). PENDLETON 
and t h e  o t h e r s  herded some people  forward as they  moved t o  
t h e  east (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any o f  t h e  Vieanamese 
being k i l l e d  a s  he moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 2 )  , b u t  
s t a t e d  t h a t  everyone w a s  t a l k i n g  about  it (pg. 13)  . He 
saw from 15 t o  20 bodies  (pg. 1 4 )  , t h e  l a r g e s t  number a t  one 
p l a c e  be ing  seven o r  e i g h t  (pg. 1 5 ) .  He l a t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he saw 20 o r  25 dead people  (pg.  1 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see WEST 
f i r e  on any people  (pg.  15)  and d i d  see STANLEY when they  
g o t  t o  t h e  end of  t h e  v i l l a g e  wi th  t h e  rounded-up p r i s o n e r s  
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( p y .  1 5 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  it  would be  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  
STANLEY t o  have s e e n  him do a n y t h i n g  because  t h e y  were 
a t  o p p o s i t e  ends  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  ( p y .  1 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he  knows n o t h i n g  a b o u t  an  i n c i d e n t  i n  which STANLEY a l l e g e d  
t n a t  SMITH and WEST s h o t  a group o f  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg .  1 6 ) .  The o n l y  o f f i c e r  he saw d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
was C a p t a i n  MEDINA who was p a s s i n g  th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  
w i t h  h i s  RTO (pg .  1 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  any o r d e r s  t o  s t o p  
t h e  s h o o t i n g  and f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was no more s h o o t i n g  
a f t e r  eve ryone  had gone th rough  t h e  hamle t  (pg .  1 6 ) .  H e  
d i d  s e e  a few hoo tches  on f i r e  (pg.  20) . 
3 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

d e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  HENDERSON s p e a k i n g  t o  them a t  LZ 
D o t t i e  (pg .  1 7 ) ,  b u t  was n o t  s u r e  t h a t  h e  would r e c o g n i z e  
him (pg.  2 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  MEDINA in fo rming  t h e  
u n i t  t h a t  t h e r e  was an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  go ing  on and s t a t e d  
t h a t  no one e v e r  t o l d  him t o  keep q u i e t  a b o u t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg.  1 8 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  t h e y  w e r e  
s e n t  t o  t h e  f i e l d .  H e  had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  " t h e y  wanted 
us o u t  o f  t h e  way" (pg .  19)  , however,  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  
was done t o  g i v e  them something t o  d o ,  f o r  t h e y  were 
g e t t i n g  restless (pg .  2 1 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  be VC, 
because  t h e y  w e r e  a i d i n g  t h e  VC. H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  women 
and c h i l d r e n  were s e t t i n g  up t h e  booby t r a p s  (pg .  18). H e  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  most o f  t h e  men i n  t h e  u n i t  f e l t  t h i s  way 
(pg.  1 8 ) .  H e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  e n t i r e  i n c i d e n t  a normal 
o p e r a t i o n  and d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  it was a massacre  o r  mass 
murder (pg .  1 7 ) ,  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he c o u l d  n o t  see why i t  h a s  
been b r o u g h t  up ,  f o r  it was n o t  unusua l  t o  him and,  he  
added,  "I was t h e r e "  (pg .  20)  . 

b .  H e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was a m a r i j u a n a  problem i n  
t h e  u n i t  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he  c o u l d  n o t  s a y  i f  anyone was under  
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  o r  n o t  (pg.  1 8 ) .  

c.  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  what t h e  u n i t  d i d  on 
t h e  s m s e q u e n t  days  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg .  1 7 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0 9 0 2  h o u r s ,  
30 December 1969.)  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The f o l l o w i n g  named p e r s o n s  are p r e s e n t :  MR 
WEST, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  P r i v a t e  Gera ld  A.  SMITH. 

(PV2 SMITH was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn,  
and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s : )  

P r i v a t e  SMITH, a r e  you r e p r e s e n t e d  by c o u n s e l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

RCDR : W i l l  c o u n s e l  p l e a s e  s t a t e  h i s  name and a d d r e s s  
f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ? .  

I C :  My name i s  C a p t a i n  D e l m e r  C .  GOWING,  111, C a p t a i n ,  
Judge Advocate G e n e r a l ' s  Corps.  

RCDR : P r i v a t e  SMITH, w i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, 
g r a d e ,  soc ia l  S e c u r i t y  number, b ranch  o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Gera ld  Anthoney SMITH, P r i v a t e ,  -. Uni ted  S t a t e s  
Army, F o r t  R i l e y ,  Kansas,  

MR WEST: P r i v a t e  SMITH, b e f o r e  we g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s  
Colone l  MILLER w i l l  t e l l  you something a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
t h i s  i n q u i r y  and a d v i s e  you as t o  your  r i g h t s  as a w i t n e s s .  

COL MILLER: SMITH, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief  o f  S t a f f  o f  t h e  
Army f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  f a c t s  and making 
f i n d i n g s  and recommendations i n  two major  areas: 

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
r e p o r t s  i n t o ,  aqd t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  c h a i n  of  command, o f  what w e  now r e f e r  t o  as t h e  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t  o f  March 1968,  and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s u p p r e s s i o n  or  w i t h h o l d i n g  of 
i n f o r m a t i o n  by any p e r s o n  who had a d u t y  t o  r e p o r t  i n f o r -
mat ion  a b o u t  t h i s  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  o f  1968. 

These are o u r  t w o  p r imary  purposes  i n  t h i s  
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i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and it is  n o t  ou r  main purpose t o  f i n d  o u t  
eve ry th ing  t h a t  went on a t  My La i .  However, i n  conduct ing 
ou r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  we do g e t  i n t o  some d e t a i l  wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  what a c t u a l l y  happened. 

You a r e  under oa th .  Your tes t imony taken  today 
w i l l  be t aken  verbat im by a r e p o r t e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  have 
a  t a p e  r eco rde r .  Our r e p o r t  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  
However, t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some o r  a l l  of t h i s  
tes t imony may become a  m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge a t  some 
l a t e r  t ime.  

Are you under t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  case  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  v. Call=? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q You a r e  d i r e c t e d  t o  n o t  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  you mgy be r e q u i r e d  t o  do 
i n  t h e  performance of your o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  as you may be 
r e q u i r e d  t o  do be fo re  a competent l e g i s l a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  or 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. Your tes t imony i s  w i t h i n  t h e  permis-
s i b l e  l i m i t s  of t h e  o r d e r  given by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l ley .  Your appearance h e r e  i n  no 
way a f f e c t s  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h a t  o r d e r .  However, once 
you g e t  o u t  of h e r e  o r  l eave  he re  you must con t inue  t o  com-
p l y  wi th  it. 

DO you have any q u e s t i o n s  concerning what I 
s a i d  s o  f a r ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q Capta in ,  you a r e  a lawyer? 

I C  : Yes, s i r .  

COL MILLER: SMITH, I j u s t  s t a t e d  t o  you a few moments 
ago t h e  purposes  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I would l i k e  t o  
add t h a t  w e  have r ece ived  and read  s t a t emen t s  made by many 
of t h e  w i tnes ses  who have been he re  be fo re  and a r e  s t i l l  to 
be c a l l e d .  These s t a t emen t s  w e r e  made i n  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n s ,  C I D  and I n s p e c t o r  General  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  i n  t h i s  
case. W e  have a l s o  r ead  s t a t e m e n t s ,  n o t  by you, b u t  con-
ce rn ing  you. A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e s e  r ead ings  I wish t o  adv i se  
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you t h a t  you a r e  now suspec t ed  of t h e  o f f e n s e s  of murder,  
aggrava ted  a s s a u l t ,  and i n d e c e n t  a s s a u l t ,  which may have 
been committed i n  o r  around t h e  v i l l a g e  of My La i  on o r  
about  16 March 1968. 

Tha t  be ing  t h e  c a s e  1 want t o  be f u l l y  a s s u r e d  
t h a t  you unders tand  what your r i g h t s  a r e .  

F i r s t  of a l l  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain 
s i l e n t ;  t o  say  no th ing  a t  a l l .  Any s t a t e m e n t  you do 
make can be used a g a i n s t  you a s  ev idence  i n  a c r i m i n a l  
t r i a l .  

You have a r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i th  counse l ,  and 
by counse l  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer.  Now, t h i s  can be  
c i v i l i a n  counse l  whom you r e t a i n  a t  your  own expense.  I t  
can be  m i l i t a r y  counse l .  I f  you have a p a r t i c u l a r  counse l  
t h a t  you want t o  r e q u e s t ,  and i f  he i s  r ea sonab ly  a v a i l a b l e ,  
w e  would make him a v a i l a b l e  o r  a p p o i n t  someone. Now, I 
n o t e  t h a t  you a l r e a d y  have Capta in  GOWING h e r e .  Is he t h e  
counse l  t h a t  you wish t o  have? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL MILLER: I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  him, i f  you wish t o  r e t a i n  
c i v i l i a n  counse l ,  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  do SO. Do you 
i n t e n d  t o  o r  wish t o  do t h a t ?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q I f ,  a f t e r  I ' m  done,  you dec ide  t h a t  you wish 
t o  t e s t i f y ,  your counse l  may be h e r e  w i t h  you a t  a l l  
t i m e s .  You may c o n s u l t  w i t h  him a t  any t i m e ,  and he may 
c o n s u l t  w i t h  you a t  any t i m e .  Y o u ' l l  have,  of cou r se ,  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  d e c l i n e  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n  o r  q u e s t i o n s  
t h a t  you d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  you want t o  answer. You may 
s t o p  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  and i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you d o n ' t  wish 
f o r  us t o  go any f u r t h e r  a t  any t i m e .  Do you unders tand  
what I have e x p l a i n e d  t o  you s o  f a r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Cap ta in ,  do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

I C :  S i r ,  P r i v a t e  SMITH had i n d i c a t e d  t o  m e  t h a t  
he i s  q u i t e  nauseous and may have t o  g e t  up and j u s t  
l e a v e .  Would t h i s  be  a l l  r i g h t  w i t h  t h e  board?  
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MR WEST: By a l l  means. 

COL MILLER: .With  r e s p e c t  t o  h i s  t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  o r  
r i g h t  t o  c o u n s e l ,  do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

I C :  No, s i r .  

COL MILLER: I t a k e  i t  you a r e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  c o u n s e l ?  

A. ye's,  s i r .  

Q A r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  make a s t a t e m e n t  o r  
answer q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I w i l l  answer q u e s t i o n s .  

Q Do you want t ime  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  c o u n s e l ?  

I C :  S i r ,  P r i v a t e  SMITH w i l l  answer s e l e c t e d  q u e s t i o n s .  

MR WEST: P r i v a t e  SMITH, can you t e l l  m e  what your  
a s s ignment  was on t h e  1 6 t h  of March 1968? 

A. I was a r i f l e m a n  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  second  squad,  
3d P l a t o o n .  

Q What company was t h a t ?  

Q. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w a s  C h a r l i e  Company a p a r t  of 
Task Force  Barker?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q = You w e r e  2d P l a t o o n ?  

A. 3d P l a t o o n ,  s ir .  

Q - Do you remember t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  C a p t a i n  
MEDINA gave t h e  company on t h e  day b e f o r e  t h i s ,  on t h e  
1 5 t h  of March, 1968? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  sir .  

Q - We've had e v i d e n c e  t h a t  s o r t  of l a te  i n  t h e  
day on t h e  1 5 t h ,  C a p t a i n  MEDINA c a l l e d  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  
a t  Landing Zone D o t t i e .  I n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  it w a s  j u s t  a b o u t  
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dark .  H e  gave t h e  company a b r i e f i n g  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  w a s  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  t h e  nex t  day i n  a hamlet c a l l e d  
My L a i  ( 4 )  . Now, t h i s  i s  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  I am t a l k -
i n g  about.  Do you r e c a l l  it now? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember what t h e  c a p t a i n  s a i d  t o  
t h e  men i n  t h e  company? 

A. H e  t o l d  us  t h e r e  were suspec t ed  VC i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and around t h e  v i l l a g e  and a l s o  t h e  women had 
been s p o t t e d  w i t h  s teel  p o t s ,  rucksacks ,  and weapons 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  and w e  were t o  t a k e  e x t r a  p recau t ions  
i n  going i n t o  it. 

Q.  Did he i n d i c a t e  what t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  
enemy might be i n  t h e r e ?  

A. H e  s a i d  it was t h e  l a r g e s t  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  
a r e a  and it was a VC haven. 

Q Did anybody e l s e  t a l k  t o  t h e  company b e s i d e  
Captain  MEDINA? 

A. No, sir.  

a - Did he t e l l  t h e  company what it w a s  t o  do 
t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  how he p u t  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  j u s t  your impress ion t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

A. W e  w e r e  t o  s ea rch  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t r y  t o  
make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  VC wouldn ' t  escape from it. W e  were 
supposed t o  have s e c u r i t y  and s o  f o r t h  and make s u r e  t hey  
d i d n ' t  escape .  

9. Anything e l s e ?  

A. Anyone t h a t  was o u t s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you 
know, t h a t  we s a w  wi th  weapons and they  w e r e  running,  we 
w e r e  t o  f i r e  upon them. 

Q. Did he  say anyth ing  about  burn ing  t h e  houses? 

A. N o ,  sir. 
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Q He d i d n ' t  say anything about k i l l i n g  l i v e s t o c k  
o r  des t roy ing  t h e  food? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- Did he t e l l  you anyth ing  about t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. T o  my knowledge t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  any c i v i l i a n s  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q You mean by t h a t  t h e r e  would be on ly  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. Not e x a c t l y ,  s i r .  The people  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
were i n d i c a t e d  a s  VC sympathizers  and w e r e  working and 
he lp ing  t h e  VC a g a i n s t  us  and they  w e r e  cons idered  as VC. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  a member 
of t h e  company t h a t  was h e l d  sometime be fo re  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  
I t h i n k  it was f o r  a man named WEBER who w a s  t h e  f i r s t  man 
i n  t h e  company t h a t  w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Do you remember about  when t h a t  took p l ace?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q I t  w a s  b e f o r e  t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q . Do you remember whether it was a week o r  2 
o r  3? 

A. I a c t u a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q W e  have some evidence t h a t  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n
h e r e  on t h e  16 th  t h e  company s u f f e r e d  q u i t e  a few c a s u a l t i e s  
from mines and booby t r a p s  and it a l s o  encountered q u i t e  a 
b i t  of s n i p e r  f i r e  and f o r  some weeks had been unable t o  
come t o  g r i p s  wi th  t h e  V i e t  Cong. Is t h i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  occur red  j u s t  b e f o r e  16 March 1968? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q Do you recal l  an i n c i d e n t  where t h e  company g o t  
i n t o  a mine f i e l d  and s u f f e r e d  some c a s u a l t i e s ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q =  Could you t e l l  us about  t h a t ?  

A. W e .  w e r e  supposed t o  be  a b lock ing  f o r c e .  I 
don" recal l  what u n i t  it  w a s .  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  
25th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  going i n  a p l a t o o n  
s i z e d  column. The company commander was g u i d i n g . t h e  
company on t h e  3d P l a toon  and t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  from 
t h e  3d P l a toon  e v i d e n t l y  c o u l d n ' t  r e a d  a map o r  some-
t h i n g ,  and he  walked us  i n t o  a mine f i e l d .  

Q Was t h i s  L i eu t enan t  LACROSS? 

A. No, s ir .  I t  was a new o f f i c e r  t h a t  had been 
working beh ind  a desk i n  Japan ,  and t hey  p u l l e d  him o u t .  
H e  was a second l i e u t e n a n t  and he had been i n  t h e  Army 
f o r  12 y e a r s .  

Q Was he a  c a s u a l t y  a long  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Were some of  t h e  men k i l l e d ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  had t h r e e  men k i l l e d .  

Q. Going back t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  P r i v a t e  SMITH, 
what frame of mind w e r e  t h e  men i n ?  What was t h e i r  mood 
a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  by Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. W e l l ,  a few of t h e  men f e l t  k i n d  of bad ,  o f  
course  and a few w e r e  angry about  it. There  w e r e  t h o s e  
t h a t  d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  know how t h e y  f e l t  abou t  it. 

Q W e l l ,  y o u ' r e  speak ing  about  t h e  mine f i e l d ,  
a r e  you? 

A. A c t u a l l y  from t h e  mine f i e l d  and a l l  t h e  o t h e r  
i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  happened. 

Q How d i d  t h e  men f e e l  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  
was coming up t h e  n e x t  day,  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  a f t e r  Cap t a in  
MEDINA's b r i e f i n g ?  Were they  s c a r e d  o r  w e r e  t h e y  anx ious  
t o  have a f i g h t ?  How d i d  t h e y  f e e l ?  
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A. The ma jo r i t y  of them, I b e l i e v e ,  were a c t u a l l y  
anxious f o r  a f i g h t  ahd when t h e  CO t o l d  them t h e r e  were 
q u i t e  a few VC they  hsad q u i t e  a b i t  of f e a r  a l s o .  They 
expected a  b i g  i n c i d e n t .  

Q Had t h e  company been i n  a b i g  f i r e  f i g h t  up 
t o  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q - You had had some a c t i o n  l i k e  t h i s  be fo re?  

A. The day WEBER g o t  k i l l e d  was t h e  b i g g e s t  one. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  move on t o  t h e  nex t  day,  t h e  
16 th .  A s  I unders tand i t ,  t h e  p l an  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  
t h a t  t h e  1st and 2d P la toons  would move through t h e  hamlet  
of My La i  ( 4 )  on l i n e  and t h e  3d P la toon  would come a long  
behind and mop up. Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hea r ing  r eces sed  a t  0930 hours ,  30 
December 1969. ) 

(During t h e  r e c e s s  t h e  w i tnes s  was g iven  
, E x h i b i t  P-1,  a e r i a l  photo of My L a i  ( 4 )  , and E x h i b i t  

MAP-4, map of My La i  ( 4 ) . )  

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0934 hours ,  30 
December 1969.)  

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  r eces sed  
a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

MR WEST: P r i v a t e  SMITH, do you r e c a l l  what l i f t  you were 
i n  when you moved from Landing Zone D o t t i e  down t o  My L a i  (4)? 

A. The l a s t  l i f t .  

Q Can you d e s c r i b e  f o r  us what t h e  3d P la toon  d i d  
a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  on t h e  l and ing  zone? 
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A.  We were f i r e d  upon. We had some rounds coming 
from t h e  v i l l a g e  and o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy and we saw VC 
running ac ros s  t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

Q Running t o  t h e  sou th  w e r e  they?  

A. They were running t h i s  way ( p o i n t i n g  t o  a 
p o r t i o n  of E x h i b i t  P-1)  . 
Q. I s e e .  That would be t o  t h e  no r th?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  And a l s o  o u t  t h i s  way and heading 
f o r  t h i s  h i l l  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  

&. To t h e  s o u t h e a s t  toward H i l l  85? 

A. Y e s .  One squad from my p l a toon  and I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  what squad i t  was. 

Q Sergeant  GRIMES' squad? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I b e l i e v e  Sergeant  GRIMES was i n  
charge.  Sergeant  GRIMES' squad chased t h e  VC and I 
b e l i e v e  ano the r  squad. The r e s t  of  my p l a toon  s t a y e d  
h e r e  and were f i r i n g  upon t h e  VC t h a t  were running h e r e  
( p o i n t i n g )  . 
Q. The rest of  t h e  p l a toon  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  l and ing
zone? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e  c o u l d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  move because 
we were be ing  f i r e d  upon. 

Q. L e t  me ask you something a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  D o  you
remember s e e i n g  a  photographer  and a r e p o r t e r  from t h e  P I 0  
detachment of  t h e  b r igade?  Did they  go wi th  Sergeant  GRIMES 
when they  chased t h e  VC down toward H i l l  85?  

A. I'm n o t  s u r e ,  s i r .  I saw them when they  g o t  o f f  
t h e  chopper and t h e  on ly  o t h e r  t ime I s a w  them w a s  where I 
threw a grenade and t h i s  w a s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I had thrown 
a grenade i n t o  a h o l e  and it d i d n ' t  go i n t o  t h e  ho le .  WEST 
was my team l e a d e r  and he c a l l e d  t o  t h e  photographer  t o  look 
o u t  and t h e  grenaqe d i d n ' t  g e t  him. 

R A l l  r i g h t .  Could you t e l l  us what occur red  a f t e r  
t h i s ?  
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A.  W e l l ,  w e  w e r e  s t i l l  o u t  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g )  f i r i n g  
a t  t h e s e  "gooks" and w e  were r e c e i v i n g  a l i t t l e  f i r e  back 
from o v e r  h e r e  and mos t ly  coming from o v e r  t h i s  way 
( p o i n t i n g  t o  a p o r t i o n  of E x h i b i t  P-1)  . 

Q You were r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  from t h e  w e s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  move i n  u n t i l  
t h e  rest  of  t h e  p l a t o o n s  t h a t  swept  th rough  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
had gone a lmos t  a l l  t h e  way t h r o u g h ,  and w e  w e r e  supposed t o  
come. They w e r e  supposed t o ,  l i k e  q u i c k l y ,  go  th rough  s o  
t h a t  maybe t h e y  might  c a t c h  someone o r  something goi,ng on 
and a f t e r  t h a t  w e  were supposed t o  come t h r o u g h  and t a k e .  
a l i t t l e  more t i m e  and check t h i n g s  more t h o r o u g h l y .  T h i s  
is  what w e  d i d .  

I

Q - You were go ing  t o  s e a r c h  more s l o w l y  and more 
c a r e f u l l y  a f t e r  t h e  1st and 2d P l a t o o n s  went through? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Did you have  a  m i s s i o n  of  b u r n i n g  t h e  hoo tches?  

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q Would you go ahead and d e s c r i b e  what t h e  p l a t o o n
d i d ?  

A. W e  went  t h r o u g h  and s e p a r a t e d  u p ' a n d  set  up a 
few guys f o r  a p e r i m e t e r  and s e a r c h e d  t h e  a r e a .  

Q Did you move th rough  i n  a l i n e ?  

A. There  w a s n ' t  a c t u a l l y  any o r d e r  a t  a l l ,  sir .  
W e  j u s t  moved t h r o u g h .  

Q Okay. G o  ahead? 

A. T h a t  i s  when I was s e a r c h i n g  t h i s  h o l e  and 
th rew a g renade  i n  t h e r e  and WEST came o v e r  and t h e  pho-
t o g r a p h e r ,  and t h e n  t h e y  moved on. By t h a t  t i m e  t h e  rest 
of t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  w e r e  a t  t h e  end and t h e y  had a few 
p r i s o n e r s  and so f o r t h  and w e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  u s .  

Q. L e t ' s  go back t o  t h i s  s t a r t  o f  t h i s  s p o t  where 
you th rew a g renade  a t  a h o l e .  Was t h i s  where you f i g u r e d  
a VC might  b e  t h e r e  o r  something of  t h i s  n a t u r e ?  
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A. I t  d i d n ' t  look l i k e  anybody had checked i t  o u t .  
Somebody wanted m e  t o  go i n  t h e r e ,  and I w a s n ' t  go ing  i n  s o  
I j u s t  threw i n  a g renade .  

Q AS' you moved th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you see 
any c i v i l i a n s ?  I mean t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  l i v e d  t h e r e .  

A. There  were v e r y  few p e o p l e  a l i v e .  They w e r e n ' t  
c i v i l i a n s .  They w e r e n ' t  c o n s i d e r e d  c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  t h e r e  
w e r e n ' t  t o o  many a l i v e  and t h o s e  t h a t  were--some w e r e  
wounded and some w e r e  j u s t  runn ing .  Now, most of  them 
were c h i l d r e n  and a few w e r e  women and o l d  men. 

& Did you f i n d  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  houses  o r  were 
t h e y  o u t s i d e ?  

A. They were o u t s i d e .  

Q 
t h a t  w e r e  

Did I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  some p e o p l e  
dead and t h e r e  b o d i e s  t h a t  you saw? 

Y e s ,  s i r .  

What w e r e  t h e y ?  Were t h e y  men, women, c h i l d r e n ?  

A l i t t l e  of each .  

How a b o u t  young men of  m i l i t a r y  a g e ? '  

Y e s ,  s ir.  

Some of  them t o o ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What a c t i o n  was t a k e n  now by t h e  p l a t o o n  a s  
f a r  as t h e s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  concerned t h a t  you found i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. T h a t  were a l i v e ?  

Q . Y e s .  

A. Some of  us  checked them o u t  and checked t h e i r  
I D  c a r d s  and i f  t h e y  looked  good, you know, w e  l e t  them go.  
Most of t h e  g u y s ,  you know, PENDLETON and t h e  o t h e r  guys ,  
h e r d e d  them t o  where w e  w e r e  headed w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s .  
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Q - You g a t h e r e d  them up and pushed them on ahead 
of  you a s  you moved t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q.  Did you see any Vietnamese k i l l e d ?  

A. A s  w e  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a i r ?  

Q - Yes? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Would you go ahead and t e l l  us what occu r r ed  a£-
te r  you g o t  t o  t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

I C :  Could w e  t a k e  a s h o r t  recess h e r e  s o  t h a t  I can 
l i s t e n  t o  what he i s  going t o  say?  

MR WEST: Y e s .  W e  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0945 h o u r s ,  30 December 
1969. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0949 h o u r s ,  30 December 
1969. ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  p e r sons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are 
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

a 

MR WEST: I b e l i e v e  I had asked you,  P r i v a t e  SMITH, what 
happened when t h e  p l a t o o n  drew up through t h e  east edge 
of t h e  hamlet  t h e r e ?  

A. Before  I answer t h a t  I t h i n k  I b e t t e r  go back t o  
when w e  landed.  When t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  l anded  and w e  g o t  o f f ,  
a f t e r  10 minutes  o f  f i r i n g  w e  w e r e  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  k i l l i n g  128 VC. 

Q Before  you moved i n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Okay. 

A. Now, t o  g e t  back t o  your q u e s t i o n ,  a f t e r  w e  g o t  
through t h e  hamlet  w e  s t opped ,  I b e l i e v e ,  and a te  chow and 
t h a t  was about  it. W e  moved o u t  a f t e r  t h a t .  
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Q Which d i r e c t i o n  d i d  you move from t h e r e ?  

A. W e  moved back th rough  t h e  same way w e  came. 

Q - W e  had o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you
moved on e a s t  and o v e r  toward  t h e  c o a s t  and l a a g e r e d  i n  
f o r  t h e  n i g h t  w i t h  Bravo Company. Was t h a t  pe rhaps  l a t e r  
on? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was l a t e r  on. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  
w e  went j u s t  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  way back th rough .  

Q Can you t e l l  me now, d i d  you see what  happened 
t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were rounded up and moved a l o n g  to-
ward t h e  e a s t  t h a t  you mentioned a w h i l e  ago? 

A. AS f a r  a s  I know, n o t h i n g .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know? 

A. No, sir. 

Q I may have  asked  you t h i s  a l r e a d y .  Did you see 
any Vietnamese k i l l e d  i n  t h e  hamle t?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Did anybody t e l l  you &out  s e e i n g  any Vietnamese 
k i l l e d  t h a t  day? 

A.  Everyone was t a l k i n g  abou t  it. 

Q What d i d  t h e y  s a y ?  

A. Each man, he chased  a f e w  women w i t h  r i f l e s  run-
n i n g  o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Anybody t a l k  a b o u t  how many w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. No. Nobody s t a t e d  any e s t i m a t e s ,  sir .  

Q - What was your  i m p r e s s i o n ?  Was your  i m p r e s s i o n  
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  b e i n g  chased  down and b e i n g  k i l l e d  by t h e  
s o l d i e r s ?  

A .  I a c t u a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  my i m p r e s s i o n  a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  t i m e .  
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MR WEST: Col MILLER? 

COL MILLER: Not a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

MR WEST: Col FRAIIKLIN? 

COL FRANKLIN: You s a i d  t h a t  you were r e c e i v i n g  f i r e .  How 
much f i r e  w e r e  you r e c e i v i n g  and from what? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was from AK-47 and c a r b i n e s ;  q u i t e  
a b i t .  

Q .  You w e r e  r e c e i v i n g  q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r e  as you 
landed? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did you t a k e  any c a s u a l t i e s  o r  was anybody h i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q - You say you w e r e  c r e d i t e d  when you f i r e d  f o r  10 
minutes t h a t  you k i l l e d  128 VC. Where d i d  you f i n d  t h a t  ou t ?  

A. I t  was about  3 o r  4 days l a t e r , .  I t  was i n  
t h e  b r i g a d e  paper  and t h e r e  was count  of how many and t h e  
companies t h a t  w e r e  i n  and, t h e  k i l l s  t hey  w e r e  c r e d i t e d  w i th .  

Q Were you s u r p r i s e d  when you saw t h a t  o r  w e r e  you 
n o t  s u r p r i s e d ?  

A - , I w a s n ' t  t o o  s u r p r i s e d  because  w e  were do ing  q u i t e  
a b i t  of f i r i n g .  

COL MILLER: I t h i n k  you s a i d  you d i d n ' t  see anybody act-
u a l l y  k i l l e d .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q About how many bod ie s  d i d  you a c t u a l l y  see i n  
t h e  v i l l a q e ?  

A. Women and c h i l d r e n  and s o  f o r t h ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. A t  t h e  most about  15 o r  20. 
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Q T o t a l ?  A l l  t h rough  My L a i ?  

A. Throughout  t h e  s e c t i o n  t h a t  I went th rough .  

Q.  You d i d n ' t  s e e  any l a r g e  numbers i n  a d i t c h  
someplace? 

A. The l a r g e s t  number I saw was a b o u t  seven  o r  e i g h t  
a t  one p l a c e .  

Q Were C h a r l e s  WEST and Harry STANLEY i n  your  p l a -
toon?  

A. C h a r l e s  WEST was and Harry  STANLEY w a s n ' t .  

Q. Were you w i t h  WEST a t  a l l  o r  most o f  t h e  day? 

A. I was w i t h  him a t  one p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  Most of  
t h e  o t h e r  t i m e  I was o f f  checking d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  

Q What p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  was t h ' i s ?  

The i n c i d e n t  when I threw t h e  g renade  i n  t h e  h o l e .  

Q- Did you see WEST f i r e  on any p e o p l e ?  

A. No, s i r .  There  w a s n ' t  t o o  many p e o p l e  t o  b e  f i r e d  
on when w e  came t h r o u g h .  

Q.  Did you s e e  STANLEY a t  a l l  d u r i n g  t h e  day? 

A. I saw STANLEY by t h e  t ime  we q o t  t o  t h e  end of  
t h e  v i l l a g e  because  he was w i t h ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  1st P l a t o o n  
a n d - - e i t h e r  t h e  1st o r  t h e  2d P l a t o o n ,  and t h e y  had 
been--they w e r e  a l r e a d y  down t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
and w e r e  round ing  up p r i s o n e r s .  

Q - Was WEST your  squad l e a d e r ,  o r  w e r e  you b o t h  j u s t  
members o f  t h e  same squad? 

A. H e  was my team l e a d e r .  

Q I informed you b e f o r e  w e  q u e s t i o n e d  you t h a t  w e  
had s o m e - - w e  d i d  s u s p e c t  you of  d i f f e r e n t  o f f e n s e s ,  and 
p a r t  of t h i s  was based  on what STANLEY had s a i d .  There  i s  
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some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was a g roup  o f  p e o p l e ,  women 
and c h i l d r e n ,  who w e r e  b r o u g h t  o u t  of t h e  h o o t c h ,  and 
you and WEST b o t h  saw them and you s h o t  a t  them when you 
saw them i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Now o b v i o u s l y  you d o n ' t  have  t o  
make any comment on t h a t .  Do you have  any comment t o  make? 

A.  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  one t h i n g ,  sir a b o u t  STANLEY. I 
b e l i e v e  it w a s  a lmos t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  him t o  have s e e n  m e  
do a n y t h i n g ,  a c t u a l l y ,  b e i n g  t h a t  I was a t  one  end  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and he  was a t  t h e  o t h e r  end rounding up p r i s o n e r s ,  ' 

and it was a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  him t o  see. On t h e  i n c i -
d e n t  t h a t  you ment ioned,  I d o n ' t  know abou t  it. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  abou t  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. J u s t  a s  a m a t t e r  of  i n t e r e s t ,  how c o u l d  you know 
where STANLEY was? 

A. I know t h a t  h i s  p l a t o o n  was a t  t h e  end  a l r e a d y  
because  t h a t ' s  when t h e y  t o l d  us t o  come th rough .  

Q - Did you come th rough  a f t e r  most of  t h e  o t h e r  t r o o p s  
had gone t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  Q u i t e  a w h i l e  a f t e r  everyone had gone 
th rough .  

Q And you o n l y  saw a b o u t  2 5 , k i l l e d ?  

A. bout 20 o r  25 dead.  

Q - Did you see any o f f i c e r s  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  A t  t h e  t i m e  I b e l i e v e  C a p t a i n  MEDINA 
was p a s s i n g  th rough  and h i s  RTO was p a s s i n g  th rough .  . 

Q - T h a t ' s  a l l  I have.  

MR WEST: Did you h e a r  t h e  o r d e r s  p a s s e d  down a f t e r  every-
body had qone th rough  t h e  hamle t  t o  s t o p  t h e  s h o o t i n g ?  D i d  
you h e a r  any o r d e r s  l i k e  t h a t  p a s s e d ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  There  w a s n ' t  any more s h o o t i n g  as I re-
c a l l .  
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Q Our in format ion  i s  t h a t  t h e  company s t ayed  o u t  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h e  r e s t  of t h a t  day on t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  1 7 t h ,  
and most of t h e  18 th  and was l i f t e d  o u t  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  
of t h e  1 8 t h  by h e l i c o p t e r  and taken  back t o  Landing Zone 
D o t t i e .  Do you r e c a l l  what happened o r  what t h e  company 
d i d  on t h o s e  2 days t h a t  fol lowed? 

A. ' I  c o u l d n ' t  answer t h a t ,  s i r .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you remember be ing  l i f t e d  o u t  and flown back 
t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q- Do you remember being t o l d  o r  hea r ing  t h a t  t h e r e  
was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  made of what happened a t  My L a i  
( 4 )  on t h e  16 th?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q One t h i n g  t h a t  appa ren t ly  happened was t h a t  
Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  b r igade  commander, t a l k e d  t o  a 
group of men from C h a r l i e  Company back a t  Landing Zone 
D o t t i e  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  ended, and he asked them about 
t h e  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s ,  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  , 
and whether they  knew anything about t h i s .  Do you r e -
c a l l  anything about  t h i s  o r  such a t h i n g ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q- Did you know anything about any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. A t  t h e  t ime ,  about a l l  I knew was. t h a t  we had 
done a f i n e  job.  

Q Now, Captain  MEDINA--Did you want t o  add 
something? 

A. Yes, s i r .  P e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I con-
s i d e r e d  t h e  whole i n c i d e n t  was a normal o p e r a t i o n  and 
d i d n ' t  c o n s i d e r  it a s  no k ind  of massacre o r  mass murder. 

Q Was t h e r e  an unusual  number of Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  dur ing  t h e  ope ra t ion?  
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A. A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t  any c i v i l i a n s .  'l'llcrc. 
w e r e  no c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  it w a s n ' t  u n u s u a l ,  n o t  t o  m e .  

Q: You c o n s i d e r e d  them VC o r  VC s y m p a t h i z e r s ?  Was 
t h a t  t h e  i d e a ?  

A. They might  have  been c a l l e d  f a r m e r s ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  
e x a c t l y  who a r e  t h e  VC, t h e  f a r m e r s  and n e x t  t h e y  a r e  VC. 
They are a i d i n g  t h e  VC.  They a r e  h e l p i n g  t h e  VC. And of  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  o r  women t h e r e ,  no m a t t e r  what  age t h a t  was,  
i f  t h e y  c o u l d  walk t h e y  w e r e  s e t t i n g  up t h e  booby t r a p s  on 
t h e  ground t h a t  was w i n d i n g  up o u r  company and o t h e r  com-
p a n i e s .  T h a t ' s  why I c o n s i d e r e d  them VC. 

Q. Would you s a y  t h a t  t h e  men of company f e l t  t h e  
same way? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  most o f  t h e  men f e l t  t h a t  
way. I t  was t o t a l l y  i n h a b i t a t e d  by VC. 

Q.  C a p t a i n  MEDINA was h e r e  and t e s t i f i e d ,  and he 
t o l d  us  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  opera -
t i o n ,  he c a l l e d  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and t o l d  them t h a t  
t h e  a c t i o n  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  was b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and ad-
v i s e d  t h e  men o f  company n o t  t o  t a l k  abou t  it w h i l e  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was go ing  on.  Do you remember a n y t h i n g  
l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q Did anyone e v e r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  a b o u t  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  Anyone t h a t  you know o f ?  

A. NO, s i r .  

Q* There  have  been some s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  p r e s s  t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  men of  C h a r l i e  Company may have  been under  
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  some of  t h i s  
a c t i o n .  Do you know a n y t h i n g  abou t  any such  t h i n g ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  answer t h a t ,  s i r ,  i f  t h e r e  was any-
one under  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of m a r i j u a n a  o r  not. 

Q.  Was t h e r e  a  m a r i j u a n a  problem i n  t h e  company t o  
your  knowledge? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was a problem, s i r .  
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Q. Do you remember what t y p e  of m i s s i o n  C h a r l i e  
Company had a f t e r  t h i s  t ime?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I r e c a l l  t h e y  j u s t  s e n t  us  o u t  on 
a regular--They j u s t  wanted u s  o u t  of  t h e  way. They 
j u s t  s e n t  us  o u t  and w e  roamed around.  

Q. J u s t  r e g u l a r  m i s s i o n s ?  

A. J u s t  roaming around and n o t h i n g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  
W e  were check ing  o u t  h e r e  and check ing  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q. Did t h e y  t e l l  you what t y p e  m i s s i o n s  t h e s e  were? 

A. I d i d n ' t  g e t  any word a s  t o  what t h e y  w e r e .  

Q- How l o n g  w e r e  you w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company a f t e r  
My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. F i v e  more months. 

9. A f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was o v e r  and you went  back 
t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- What was t h e  t a l k  i n  your  company a f t e r  it was 
o v e r ?  What d i d  t h e  men s a y  a b o u t  t h e  a c t i o n ,  do  you re-
member? 

A. I n e v e r  h e a r d  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  it. Nobody ever 
t a l k e d  t o  m e  a b o u t  it. I n e v e r  h e a r d  much t a l k  and I 
n e v e r  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  nobody, e x c e p t  w e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  
w e  done a f i n e  j o b  and w e r e  c r e d i t e d  w i t h ,  you know, t h e  
128 VC k i l l e d .  

Q. I t h i n k  you r e a l i z e  t h a t  when t h e  s t o r y  o f  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  f i r s t  came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  newspapers ,  
r a d i o  and TV on a l a r g e  scale i n  November o f  1969,  ques-  
t i o n s  were r a i s e d  a s  t o  why t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  had 
n o t  been r e p o r t e d  and w a s  n o t  g e n e r a l l y  known b e f o r e .  I t  
had happened i n  March 1968,  and t h e  p u b l i c  d i d n ' t  know 
much a b o u t  it u n t i l  November 1969,  and t h e r e  w e r e  state-
ments  from s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  a t  t h e  t i m e  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  Army 
r e a l l y  knew a b o u t  t h i s  and covered  it up. N o w ,  t h i s ,  of 
c o u r s e ,  i s  a n e  r e a s o n  why t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n q u i r y  i-s go-
i n g  on. But I wanted t o  a sk  your  o p i n i o n ,  P r i v a t e  SMITH, 
why t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was n o t  r e p o r t e d  b e f o r e  it was,  i f  you 
know, o r  i u s t  t o  g e t  your  i d e a  a b o u t  why? 
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A. A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  a s  f a r  a s  I knew i t  had been 
a normal  o p e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  s e e  why i t  s h o u l d  have been 
b r o u g h t  up l i k e  t h i s .  

Q So a s  f a r  as you w e r e  concerned ,  t h e r e  was 
n o t h i n g  unusua l  t o  r e p o r t ?  

A. I t  w a s n ' t  unusua l  t o  m e ,  and I was there. But 
t h e  p e r s o n  who b r o u g h t  it up, who w a s n ' t  t h e r e ,  makes it 
s e e m  so u n u s u a l  and m o s t l y  what he was d o i n g  a t  the t i m e  , 
i s  s o i n g  by h e a r s a y .  

MR WEST: C o l o n e l  MILLER? 

COL MILLER: Even though you saw t h e s e  b o d i e s  of  c i v i l i a n s  --

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d n ' t  s a y  t h e y  were c i v i l i a n s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you s e e  b o d i e s  of s o l d i e r s ?  

A. No. They w e r e n ' t  s o l d i e r s ,  s i r .  They were VC. 

Q Were t h e y  women? 

A. Women, men, c h i l d r e n  . 
Q You t h o u g h t  t h i s  w a s  a normal  o p e r a t i o n  and 
n o t h i n g  unusua l?  

A. I t  w a s n ' t  unusua l  because  of  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  b e i n g  t o t a l l y  VC i n h a b i t a t e d .  

Q. Did you e v e r  run  i n t o  a s i t u a t i c n  l i k e  t h i s  a-
g a i n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  a c t u a l l y  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q Was My L a i  on f i r e  when you went  th rough?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o .  There  w e r e  a few h o o t c h e s  on f i r e .  

Q On t h e  subsequen t  days  when you were moving from 
t h i s  My L a i  a r e a  on t h i s  same o p e r a t i o n ,  d i d  you see some 
o f  t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  b u r n i n g ?  

A. I w a s n ' t  a c t u a l l y  p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n ,  s i r .  
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COL FRANKLIN: Did you s a y ,  when M r .  WEST was t a l k i n g  t o  
you abou t  what you d i d  a f t e r  t h a t ,  you were j u s t  s o r t  o f  
roaming around a f t e r  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  o p e r a t i o n ,  your  o t h e r  
o p e r a t i o n ?  Did you say  t h a t  it was l i k e  tl ley wanted us 
o u t  o f  t h e  way? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  They wanted t o  j u s t  p u t  us  o u t  f o r  
a w h i l e  t o  roam around.  No p a r t i c u l a r  r e a s o n .  I t  was 
j u s t  a c t u a l l y  s o r t  of g o i n g  around i n  t h e  a r e a  w e  w e r e  
i n  t o  g i v e  us  something t o  do I g u e s s .  

Q. Being wanted o u t  of t h e  way. D o  you mean t o  
ge t  you o u t  o f  t h e  way of  what? 

A. Not a c t u a l l y  o u t  of t h e  way. J u s t  t o  g i v e  us  
something to  do because  I g u e s s  w e  was g e t t i n g  k i n d  of  
restless w i t h  s t a y i n g  i n  f o r  a w h i l e .  

Q. S t a y i n g  i n  where? 

A. A t  D o t t i e .  

Q - How l o n g  i s  " a w h i l e " ?  A c o u p l e  weeks o r  days?  

A. I g u e s s  i t  was abou t  a week. 

Q. You s t a y e d  r i g h t  a t  D o t t i e  f o r  a week? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  e x c e p t  when some n i g h t  p a t r o l s .  
I ' m  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e .  

Q Okay. T h a t  would be  n e a r  t h e  end of  March, and 
t h e n  you went o u t  on t h e s e  p a t r o l s  j u s t  roaming around un-
til you went  back t o  your  b a t t a l i o n .  When d i d  you g o  back 
t o  your  b a t t a l i o n ?  How l o n g  a f t e r ?  

A. I a c t u a l l y  c o u l d n ' t - - I  d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  know. 

Q When you were o u t ,  a f t e r  you l e f t  D o t t i e  after 
My L a i  (4), d i d  you have choppers  coming i n  f r e q u e n t l y  
wi th- -say ,  d i d  you n o t i c e  any f i e l d  s r a d e  o f f i c e r s ,  
major  o r  h i g h e r ,  coming down t o  t h e  company v e r y  o f t e n ?  

A.  N O ,  s i r .  

Q - Did you e v e r  see Colone l  BARKER i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  
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A. N O ,  s i r .  Not a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  An i n -
c i d e n t  b e f o r e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  he was i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  a t  
t h e  t i m e ,  and w e  w e r e  p inned- down. H e  was on a M-60, 
and he k e p t  them p inned  down u n t i l  t h e y  g o t  u s  o u t .  

Q I f  you saw Colone l  HENDERSON would you know 
who he i s ?  Would you r e c o g i z e  him? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see him t o o  much, s i r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
I cou ld  a c t u a l l y  r e cogn i ze  him. I t ' s  been q u i t e  awhi le  

Q- Did t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  C Company e v e r  t a l k  o r  make 
comments abou t  n o t  e v e r  s e e i n g  ma jo r s ,  o r  l i e u t e n a n t  colo-
n e l s ,  o r  c o l o n e l s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  Did you e v e r  h e a r  any 
s o l d i e r s  t a l k  abou t  t h a t ?  

A. Never,  s i r .  

COL FRANKLIN: Thank you. 

MR WEST: P r i v a t e  SMITH, w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming h e r e  and 
t a l k i n g  t o  u s  and h e l p i n g  us  o u t  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  

I f  you can t h i n k  of any th ing  t h a t  can h e l p  us  
o r  f i n d  any th ing  new, any pape r s  t h a t  you may have re-
t a i n e d  o r  any n o t e s  t h a t  might  h e l p  u s  I would a p p r e c i a t e  
h e a r i n g  from you. 

I remind you of  t h e  admoni t ion  n o t  t o  t a l k  abou t  
t h e  p roceed ings  a f t e r  you l e a v e  h e r e .  Of cou r se  it d o e s n ' t  
app ly  t o  p roceed ings  b e f o r e  any c o u r t ,  t r i b u n a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  committee,  and s o  f o r t h .  

Is t h e r e  any th ing  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  say  o r  
add t o  your  t e s t imony  b e f o r e  w e  r e c e s s ?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1115 h o u r s ,  30 December 
1969. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS :' TREVINO, Fernando R. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 5 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Grenadie r ,  2d Squad, 
2d P l a toon ,  C / 1 / 2 0 .  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

TREVINO d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  
hand l ing  o f  PW1s o r  noncombatants a f t e r  reach ing  Vietnam 
(pg.  2 6 ) .  However, i n  H a w a i i  he a t t e n d e d  a l ec ture  which 
d i scussed  t h e  t r ea tmen t  of women, Vietnamese customs, and 
t h e  g u e s t  s t a t u s  of t h e  American s o l d i e r s  (pg.  2 7 ) .  A l -
though he  s a w  s i m i l a r  c a r d s ,  he w a s  n o t  g iven  "Nine Rules" 
o r  "The ~ n e m y  i n  Your Hands " (pg. 27) . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

A f t e r  a memorial s e r v i c e  Capta in  MEDINA drew a map of  t h e  
My La i  a r e a  on t h e  ground and exp la ined  t o  t h e  men t h a t  t hey  
w e r e  t o  c l e a r  t h e  a r e a  and t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  6 )  . 
The hootches  were t o  be burned,  l i v e s t o c k  was t o  be k i l l e d ,  
and wa te r  h o l e s  were t o  be  poisoned by p l a c i n g  animal 
c a r c a s s e s  i n  t h e m .  The mor ta r  p l a toon  was i n  charge of  burn-
i n g  hootches  (pg.  7) . A s  TREVINO unders tood M E D I N A 1 s  o r d e r  
t h e  company w a s  t o  k i l l  t h e  young m i l i t a r y - a g e  people  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  TREVINO d i d  n o t  unders tand t h i s  
t o  i n c l u d e  o l d  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 8 ) .  The men 
expec ted  a tough f i g h t  as they had r ece ived  f i r e  from Pink- 
v i l l e  and knew t h e r e  were boobytraps  i n  t h e  area (pg. 8). 
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3. THE ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a .  Ent ry  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

TREVINO d i d  no t  r e c a l l  whether he went w i th  t h e  
f i r s t  o r  second l i f t  (pg.  2 9 )  . The LZ w a s  approximately 
100 meters  from t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 29  ) . A s  t h e  p la toon  came 
on l i n e  h i s  squad w a s  t h e  l e f t  squad o f  t h e  second p l a toon  
(pg.  3 0 )  . They n o t i c e d  some people  running i n t o  a r i c e  
paddy a t  a d i s t a n c e  of  200 meters ,  b u t  gave up t r y i n g  t o  
t a k e  them under f i r e  a f t e r  a few machinegun b u r s t s  (pgs .  
3 0 ,  31) . The p l a toon  began t o  sweep t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  8 ,  3 1 ) .  
Everyone w a s  f i r i n g  excep t  f o r  TREVINO and t h e  machinegunner 
and he saw people  g e t t i n g  s h o t  (pg.  1 3 ) .  They r ece ived  no 
h o s t i l e  f i r e  and t h e r e  was no r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l  (pgs .  1 1 , 1 2 ) .  

b .  TREVINO's squad moves o u t  t o  p ick  up weapons from 
dead VC. 

A f t e r  t h e  p l a toon  had been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  about  
30 minutes and had searched  s e v e r a l  hootches ,  t h e  p l a toon  
l e a d e r ,  L i eu t enan t  BROOKS, r ece ived  in format ion  from a gun-
s h i p  p i l o t  t h a t  t h e r e  were some Vietnamese o r  VC running i n t o  
t h e  rice paddy (pgs .  8 ,  31, 34) . BROOKS o rde red  T R E V I N O ' s  4 
squad t o  move i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy and proceed t o  where t h e  
gunships were f i r i n g  (pgs .  8 ,  3 1 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember 
whether t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  p l a toon  accompanied h i s  squad; 
however, he  knew t h a t  BROOKS accompanied them (pg. 10) . 
A s  t h e  squad began sea rch ing  f o r  t h e  VC, TFU3VINO f i r e d  h i s  
M-79 a t  a group t h a t  w a s  running about 100 meters  from him 
(pgs .  8, 1 3 ) .  The squad reached t h e  s p o t  where t h e  gunships 
had been f i r i n g  and found two VC wi th  weapons and webgear 
(pgs .  8 ,  34) . This  was about  1 0 0  meters  from t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg.  3 4 ) .  The squad then  searched  t h e  a r e a  around t h e  r i c e  
paddies  for o t h e r  bodies  (pg.  8 )  . 

c .  TREVINO's squad r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A f t e r  checking t h e  bodies  BROOKS ordered  t h e  squad 
t o  s e a r c h  hootches  (pg. 9 )  . They searched  abandoned hootches 
n e a r  a wate r  b u f f a l o  corral. (pg - 91 . BROOKS then  had t h e  
squad r e j o i n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  company on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 4 ) .  The rest of  t h e  p l a toon  was a l r eady  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  somewhat ahead of  TREVINO's  squad (pg. 1 4 ) .  
They d i d  n o t  c a t c h  up wi th  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  p l a toon  u n t i l  
t hey  reached t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 4 ) .  While 
he was i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy he had heard  a l o t  of shoo t ing  
which he  l a t e r  found o u t  was people  running from t h e  ~ r n e r i c a n ~  
( p g - 16). % 
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However, he d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  c u t  o f f  a 
f i n g e r  o r  k i l l  t h e  d e t a i n e e s  (pg.  1 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  any 
American o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime (pg. 1 7 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

TREVINO d i d  n o t  speak t o  HENDERSON a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  
LZ D o t t i e ;  however, HENDERSON may have spoken t o  o t h e r s  
(pg. 2 0 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  some of  t h e  members o f  T R E V I N O ' s  
p la toon  t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and f o r  
t h e  men t o  say  what they  thought  w a s  r i g h t  (pg .  2 0 )  . MEDINA 
s a i d  t hey  should on ly  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  wi th  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  (pg. 2 0 ) .  Apart  from what MEDINA t o l d  him, he had 
no knowledge t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  be ing  conducted 
(pgs .  20, 2 1 ) .  Nobody ques t ioned  him about  it and no one 
t o l d  him t o  keep q u i e t  about  i t  (pg. 2 1 )  . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  TREVINO's assessment  of  MEDINA. 

TREVINO thought  MEDINA w a s  a good o f f i c e r  (pg. 16 ) . 
H e  made t h e  men t r a i n  ha rd  i n  Hawaii s o  they  would be  ready 
when they  g o t  t o  Vietnam (pg.  1 6 ) .  MEDINA always made s u r e  
t h a t  h i s  company was t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e  b r igade .  

b. A t t i t u d e  of  C Company towards Vietnamese and t h e  
My La i  i n c i d e n t .  

Although t h e  men had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  
Vietnamese d i d  n o t  want them t h e r e ,  they  u s u a l l y  t r e a t e d  
t h e  people  p r e t t y  w e l l  (pg. 2 2 ) .  A l o t  o f  t h e  men f e l t  
bad ly  about  what had happened a t  My L a i ,  and wanted t o  f o r g e t  
it (pg.  24) . TREVINO never  thought  of  t h i s  as a w a r  c r i m e  
because one does n o t  know h i s  enemies i n  Vietnam (pg. 2 4 ) .  
H e  f i g u r e d  t h a t  t h o s e  who had been k i l l e d  had been running 
from t h e  Americans (pg.  2 4 )  . 

c .  Miscel laneous.  

(1) H e  heard  no th ing  about  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  
i n  Co Lay (pg.  1 8 ) .  

( 2 )  H e  d i d  no t  know i f  t h e  company had a 
mar i juana  problem (pgs .  21, 2 2 )  . 

( 3 )  H e  saw no fence o r  o t h e r  de fens ive  o b s t a c l e s  
i n  My La i  o r  v i c i n i t y  (pg.  4 5 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

h i t  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  
=Card " N I  ne  R u l e s "  b e f o r e .  26 ,  27 

MACV Card "Enemy i n  W i t  h ad  n e v e r  s e e n  
- Your Hands" 	 b e f o r e .  27 -

- A e r j a l  p h o t o  o f  MJ L a i  	 d i t  a s k e d  t o_I 
-- - - --- o r i e n t  h i m s e l f  on 

p h o t o g r a p h .  
9 

W i t  d i d -  n o t  
-	 miscellaneous Scene r  r e c o g n i z e  anyone .  41  


W i t  i d e n t i f l e d  

-	 l a n e o u s  Scene  medic  i n  p h o t o .  4 1  

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
P-23 M i  s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  S g t .  PHU. 4 2  

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
P-31 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  t r a i l  on which he 

t r a v e l l e d .  
42 

W l t  l d e n t l r l e a  ~ o y  
P-39 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  as one  h e  had  s e e n . .  43 

W i t  d i d  n o t  re-
P-51 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  c o q n i z e  a r e a .  43 

I d e n t i f i e d  area 
P-64 	 M i s c e l f a n e o u s  Scene  and  man from f i r s t  


p l a t o o n .  


I 1 43,44  
i W l t  a l a  n o t  

P-75 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  	 i d e n t i f y  a r e a  b u t  

~ d e n t l r l e ao ~ y e c t  

i n  p h o t o  a s  f e n c e .  44 


W i t  d i d  n o t  re-

P-83 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  c o q n i z e  a r e a .  45  


W i t  r e c o g n i z e d  

- -- - .  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  t h e  a r e a .  46 

P -125  W i t  d i d  n o t  re-

- ; M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  c o q n i z e  h o o t c h .  46 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 

P-137 

DESCRPPTION 

P - 1 2 8 M i s . c e e o u s  Scenes 

-1 a s  annota ted  by w i t .  

NOTES 
W i t  recognized 
W I L .  
Admittdd i n t o  
evidence.  

PAGES 

4 7  

4 8  

I 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1007 h o u r s ,  5 January 
1970.) 


MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, COL WILSON, and I4AJ COOP. 

RCDR: The nex t  w i t n e s s  is  M r .  Fernando R.  TREVINO. 

(MR TREVINO was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows : )  

RCDR: W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and 
address?  

A. Fernando R .  TREVINO,  P . O .  Box 145 ,  San Diego, 
Texas. My occupa t ion  i s  a r e t a i l  salesman f o r  a milk 
company. 

MR WEST: M r .  TREVINO, b e f o r e  we g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
Colonel  MILLER w i l l  g ive  you some informat ion  about  t h e  
n a t u r e  and purpose of t h i s  h e a r i n g  and some advice  a s  t o  
your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s .  

COL MILLER: Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by 
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and &he Chief o f  S t a f f ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making 
f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning two major a r e a s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n -  
q u i r i e s  t h a t  w e r e  made a t  t h e  t ime ,  t h a t  i s ,  i n  1968, and 
t h e  subsequent  r e p o r t s  and reviews t h a t  were made w i t h i n  
t h e  cha in  of  command, o f  what w e  now commonly r e f e r  t o  as 
t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of March 1968,  and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  O r  wi thhold ing  of i n -
format ion by anybody who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  i n f o r -  
mation concern ing  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of March 1968. 

These a r e  o u r  two major purposes  and it i s  n o t  our 
duty  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  eve ry th ing  t h a t  went on i n  My L a i .  
However, i n  t h e  course  of ou r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we a r e  going 
i n t o  many of  t h o s e  d e t a i l s  i n  o r d e r  t o  suppor t  o u r  primary 
purposes .  
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W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and w e  have 
read  t h e  s t a t emen t s  of many w i t n e s s e s ,  which s t a t emen t s  w e r e  
t aken  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  My L a i  i n -
c i d e n t .  

, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  you have made any ' s ta tement  be-
f o r e  t h i s ,  have you? 

A .  N o ,  s i r .  

Q Your tes t imony today w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  
A verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  made and, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  
have a t a p e  r eco rd ing  which i s  be ing  made. 

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of o u r  r e p o r t  i s  con-
f i d e n t i a l ;  however, t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
some o r  a l l  of t h e  tes t imony g iven  b e f o r e  t h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  
a t  some la te r  t i m e  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

A r e  you s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  case  of Uni ted S t a t e s  v. 
Ca l ley?  \ 

A. NO, sir.  

Q You have n o t  r ece ived  any o r d e r  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

My r eco rds  d o n ' t  show t h a t  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h a t  
o r d e r  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  e i t h e r .  I n  t h e  even t  t h a t  you do r e -
c e i v e  an o r d e r  l i m i t i n g  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h i s  ca se ,  which 
o r d e r  comes from the. t r i a l  counse l  of t h e  g e n e r a l  cou r t -
martial, Uni ted S t a t e s  v.  Ca l ley ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you appeared 
h e r e  does n o t  i n  any way a f f e c t  t h a t  o r d e r .  Tha t  o r d e r  
would be a p p l i c a b l e  t o  you i f  it is e v e r  app l i ed .  

A. Is t h a t  an o r d e r  t o  appear  on t h e  cou r t -mar t i a l ?  

4. The m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  gene ra l - cou r t  m a r t i a l  
case of United S t a t e s  v. Ca l ley  i s s u e d  an o r d e r  which was 
t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  many of t h e  w i t n e s s e s  i n  t h a t  case l i m i t i n g  
t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  c a s e  w i th  o t h e r  people .  So f a r  a s  
I can t e l l ,  you have n o t  been s u b j e c t  t o  t h a t  o r d e r  y e t .  If 
you a r e ,  you will now know what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .  
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We do r e q u e s t  t h a t  you no t  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony 
b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h e  inves-
t i g a t i o n  o r  w i t h  o t h e r  people  excep t  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  
t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
o r  j u d i c i a l  body. This  i s  an example of  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body; t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  would be  cons idered  a j u d i c i a l  pro-
ceeding o r  body. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on o t h e r  people  
ask ing  you? You can ask them a l s o ?  

I asked you a moment ago,  and I ' m  no t  s u r e  I g o t  
an answer, whether you had made p r i o r  s t a t emen t s  concerning 
t h i s  My La i  i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q W e  have read  many of t h e s e  o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s .  
Before w e  proceed any f u r t h e r  I do have a few comments t o  
make with r e s p e c t  t o  your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  and your r i g h t  
t o  counse l .  

I have seen  no s t a t emen t s  by any person which 
would i n c r i m i n a t e  you. However, we have been informed o r a l l y  
t h a t  a man named BROWN, I don ' t  have anyth ing  f u r t h e r  on 
him a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  h e  had joined t h e  company, 
you were d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  wi th  him a l i t t l e  b i t ,  
and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were w i th  a  group of people  who may 
have s h o t  some innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  I have no more informa-
t i o n  on t h a t .  The k i l l i n g  o f  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  i s  a v i o l a -
t i o n  of t h e  r u l e s  of war. 

Consequently,  you do have ,  i f  you wi sh ,  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t  and say  no th ing  whatsoever ,  and 
anything you do say  could  be  used a g a i n s t  you i n  a  c r imina l  
proceeding.  

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  wi th  counse l ,  
and have counse l  wi th  you,  i f  you would l i k e  t o  have such.  
This  counsel  can be e i t h e r  c i v i l i a n  counse l  of your  own 
choice  employed a t  your own expense,  o r  m i l i t a r y  counsel  
would be  appointed.  You could have bo th  counse l  i f  you 
wish.  

You have t h e  r i g h t ,  of cou r se ,  t o  proceed t o  g ive  
tes t imony r i g h t  now, wi thout  any counse l ,  and t o  answer 
q u e s t i o n s  on a s e l e c t i v e  b a s i s .  I f  you f e e l  t h a t  w e  
have any q u e s t i o n s  which might i n c r i m i n a t e  you, you can 
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r e f u s e  t o  answer t h o s e .  You can r e f u s e  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  all; 
you can s t o p  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  a t  any t i m e .  You can r e q u e s t  
counse l  a t  any t i m e .  I f  you o b t a i n  c o u n s e l ,  h e  can be  wi th  
you and you can c o n s u l t  w i t h  him. Do you unders tand  what 
I have gone through s o  f a r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you want counse l  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I would, s i r .  

Q Do you want t o  make any s t a t e m e n t  o r  answer any
q u e s t i o n s  b e f o r e  you c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l?  

A .  I w i l l  answer a s  f a r  as any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I t h i n k  
might  n o t  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  

Q Do you p r e f e r  t o  have counse l  made a v a i l a b l e  
t o  you now, o r  do you wish t o  w a i t  u n t i l  you t h i n k  you need 
counse l  a t  some l a t e r  t i m e  and r e q u e s t  him? 

A. I w i l l  w a i t  u n t i l  I--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Am I c o r r e c t  i n  unders tand ing
t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  moment you wish t o  go ahead and answer 
q u e s t i o n s  w i t h o u t  any counse l  be ing  h e r e ?  

A. R i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q You unders tand  you can  have counse l  a t  any t ime?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. A t  any p o i n t ,  i f  you w i s h ,  you may r e q u e s t  
counse l .  And i f  you dec ide  n o t  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s ,  l e t  
us know. 

A. The r ea son  t h a t  I do t h i s ,  I know t h a t  I d i d n ' t  
do any th ing  wrong. And t h i s  BROWN, i f  h e  s a w  m e ,  o r  i f  h e  
s a y s  t h a t  I was w i t h  a group,  and i f  I am go ing  t o  g e t  i n t o  
d i f f i c u l t y ,  t h e n  I w i l l  go ahead and g e t  a counse l .  

Q. I have t o l d  you as much a s  I know about  what 
w a s  s a i d  a g a i n s t  you. I have n o t  s e e n  any s t a t e m e n t s .  I 
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d o n ' t  know who M r .  BROWN i s .  There  a r e  two o r  t h r e e  BROWNS 
about  whom w e  know, b u t  I d o n ' t  know which BROWN t h i s  i s .  

MR WEST: I unde r s t and ,  M r .  TREVINO,  you w e r e  a member of  
t h e  Army on 1 6  March 1968? 

A.  R i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q When w e r e  you d i s cha rged?  

A. On 2 8  November 1968. 

Q What was your  ass ignment  on 1 6 t h  of  March, 1968? 

A. I w a s  a g r e n a d i e r  i n  t h e  second squad ,  2 d  P l a toon .  
Our mi s s ion  was t o  go i n  t h e r e  and c l e a r  t h e  p l a c e .  I 
j u s t  fo l lowed  t h e  o r d e r s  from t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  and t h e  
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  

Q Now, t h i s  was w i t h  C/1/20? 

A. R i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q 'It was a p a r t  o f  Task Force  Barker?  

A .  Right .  

Q Who was your  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. I don '  t r e c a l l ;  w e  had s e v e r a l .  I guess  i t  was 
Se rgean t  SCHIEL a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  I am n o t  s u r e .  

Is t h a t  SCHIEL?Q 

A .  R i g h t ,  s i r .  

What was your  g rade  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

E-4 ,  s i r .  

Q What was your  du ty  a s  a q r e n a d i e r ?  

A. My d u t i e s  w e r e  t o  f i r e  my M-79 a t  any bunkers  
o r  any p l a c e  where my r i f l e m a n  comrades c o u l d n ' t  do a s  much 
damage, as much damage a s  t h e  g r e n a d i e r .  

(TREVINO) 5 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-62 



FOR OFFICIAL USE OELY 

Q You had an M-79 grenade launcher? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

B When d i d  you f i r s t  hear  about t h e  planned a s s a u l t  
on My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A .  The day be fo re ,  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  

Q. I see .  Was t h i s  when Captain MEDINA b r i e f e d  t h e  
company? 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q Do you remember a memorial s e r v i c e  being h e l d  
some t i m e  before  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Right. 

Q Was it t h e  same day? I 

A .  I d o n ' t  q u i t e  r e c a l l .  I be l i eve  it was t h e  same 
day, and a f t e r  t h e  memorial ceremony we had t h i s  company 
meeting, and Captain MEDINA advised us about--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Do  you remember who conducted 
t h e  memorial se rv ice?  

A .  I don ' t .  

Q We've been t o l d  t h a t  i t  was a chapla in  who was 
a major. We have been t r y i n g  t o  determine h i s  name. 

A .  I d o n ' t  q u i t e  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q • W i l l  you t e l l  us what Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
company a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A .  H e  drew a map on t h e  ground of t h e  a rea  w e  were 
going i n t o ,  and he t o l d  us about some regiment t h a t  was 
s t a y i n g  t h e r e ,  and how booby t rapped t h e  a r e a  was. H e  gave 
us d e t a i l s  about what time we were going t o  go i n t o  t h a t  
p l a c e ,  and he a l s o  s a i d  we should be c a r e f u l  about booby 
t r a p s ,  and t h a t  we were going t o  go i n  t h e r e  and c l e a r  t h e  
area .  Af te r  we had c l e a r e d  t h e  a r e a ,  we were going t o  
des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  water ho les  of t h e  people.  
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Q. I d i d n ' t  unders tand t h e  l a s t ,  t h e  wa te r  h o l e s  
and t h e  what? 

A. Burn a l l  t h e  hootches  up; a r e a l  thorough 
checkup of t h e  whole a r e a .  

Q Did he say anything a b o u t ' t h e  people  i n  t h e  hamlet? 

A .  H e  s a i d  t o  do away wi th  a l l  t h e  peop le ,  o r  a s  we 
a l l  understood it ,  a t  least  I d i d ,  t h a t  we were going t o  
d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  j u s t  completely d e s t r o y ,  eve ry th ing  t h e r e .  

Q ~ d uunders tood t h a t  you were supposed t o  k i l l  t h e  
people  t h e r e ?  

A. Tha t  's e x a c t l y  what everybody unders tood,  t h a t  
t h i s  was--as f a r  as our  p l a toon  was--but I saw t h e  o t h e r  
p l a toons .  They d i d  t h e  same t h i n g .  

Q Was anyth ing  s a i d  about  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. W e  were supposed t o  k i l l  a l l  t h e  p i g s  and t h e  
wa te r  b u f f a l o e s  and dump t h e  p i g s  and t h e  chickens  i n  
t h e  wate r  h o l e  s o  t h a t  they wouldn' t have any c l e a n  w a t e r .  

Q Did h e  say  anyth ing  about burn ing  t h e  hootches?  

A. Right ,  sir.  We w e r e  supposed t o  burn--some 
p l a toon ,  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  mortar  p l a t o o n ,  w a s  i n  charge 
of doing t h a t .  The r e a r  p l a toon  was supposed t o  do t h a t .  

Q We've had some evidence t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  miss ion 
of t h e  3d Pla toon?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

A f t e r  Captain  MEDINA t a l k e d  t o  you,  d i d  your 
p l a toon  l e a d e r  g ive  you any f u r t h e r  b r i e f i n g ?  

A .  NO, sir .  

a. W a s  your p l a toon  l e a d e r  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q.  And your p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  was Sergeant  BUCHANON? 
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A.  Right .  

Q . Did Sergeant  BUCHANON t a l k  w i th  you a f t e r  Capta in  
M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A .  No, s ir .  He might have t a l k e d  t o  u s ,  b u t  j u s t  t o  
g e t  us ready f o r  t h e  miss'ion t h a t  nex t  day. 

Q What was t h e  mood of  t h e  men i n  your  squad and i n  
p l a toon  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  How d i d  they  f e e l  about  it? 

A .  I d o n ' t  q u i t e  r e c a l l .  W e  d i d n ' t  know what t o  ex-
p e c t .  

Q For an example, d i d  you expec t  t o  be i n  a tough
f i g h t ?  

A.  Oh, y e s ,  t h a t  w e  d i d .  We knew t h a t  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a  was p r e t t y  bad f o r  booby t r a p s  and t h a t  we had been 
s h o t  a t  q u i t e  a few t i m e s  b e f o r e .  W e  had been around t h a t  
p l a c e ,  so w e  knew i t  was a p r e t t y  bad a r e a  i n t o  which w e  
w e r e  going.  

Q W a s  
supposed t o  go 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

t h e r e  any t a l k  about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you were 
i n  and,  s o  you s a i d ,  k i l l  all t h e  people  i n  

A .  NO, sir.  

Q Did you unders tand by t h i s  t h a t  t h i s  would i n c l u d e  
o l d  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  might be  t h e r e ?  

A .  No. When he s a i d  c l e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  h e  w a s  t a l k i n g  
about young, mi l i t a ry -aged  pe r sonne l .  

Q Right .  M r .  TREVINO, can you t e l l  us now what you
d i d  and what you saw t h e  n e x t  day a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  a f t e r  you 
were pu t  down i n  t h e  l and ing  zone,  and your squad moved 
o u t  from t h e  r i c e  paddy? 

A .  A f t e r  w e  l anded ,  w e  formed a d i r e c t  l i n e  t o  
sweep t h e  a r e a .  Our p l a toon  went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  about two 
o r  t h r e e  hootches .  Then ou r  p l a toon  l e a d e r  g o t  in format ion  
from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  gunship t h a t  t h e r e  were some Vietnamese 
o r  VC running i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy. So'we guided toward,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  t h e  l e f t ,  and we went s e a r c h i n g  for them. T h a t ' s  

(TREVINO) 8 APP T-62 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

when I f i r e d  my M-79 a t  a group t h a t  was running;  and about 
100 meters, I b e l i e v e ,  down t h e  r i c e  paddy a  gunship was 
f i r i n g  around some dead V i e t  Cong. There were two V i e t  Cong. 
T h a t ' s  where we cap tured  two r i f l e s ,  an M - 1  and a c a r b i n e .  
We sea rched  t h e  a r ea  around t h e r e  f o r  any o t h e r  b o d i e s ,  and 
by t h e  t i m e  we g o t  back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  
had done most of t h e  k i l l i n g .  Some of t h e  hootches  w e r e  
a l r e a d y  on f i r e ,  so  w e  proceeded.  And when we g o t  back ,  we 
s t a r t e d  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  hootches  and t u n n e l s  u n t i l  w e  g o t  a l l  
t h e  way through t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h e  r e s t  
o f  t h e  p l a toons  were w a i t i n g  f o r  us .  

MR WEST: I see. Le t  me have t h e  photograph.  

(The r eco rde r  does a s  r eques t ed . )  

M r .  TREVINO, I show you a l a r g e  aer ia l  photo-
graph of t h e  hamlet  and t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y ,  E x h i b i t  P-1, 
and a long w i t h  it h e r e  i s  a 1:25,000 s c a l e  map (MAP-4) of  t h e  
area. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  hamlet  of My L a i  ( 4 )  . 

(MR WEST o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  w i t h  t h e  photograph.)  

I wonder i f  you could mark t h e  s p o t  where t h e  VC 
w e r e  k i l l e d  and where you recovered t h e  weapons? Can you 
f i g u r e  o u t  about where t h a t  was? 

A .  I t  was i n  some r i c e  paddy on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  o f  where 
w e  w e r e  t r a v e l i n g .  

Q That would be t h e  n o r t h  s i d e .  Was it  i n  c l o s e  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  o u t  away from i t ?  

A. I t  was q u i t e  a b i t  away; o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I 
remember coming and sea rch ing  some o t h e r  hootches  and t h e n  
coming back towards t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Was it your squad t h a t  was s e n t  o u t  t o  check o u t  
t h e s e  VC--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  
e . 

Yes. 

Q To look f o r  weapons? Did you proceed from t h e r e  
t o  any o t h e r  l i t t l e  hamlet  o r  o t h e r  group of houses ,  o r  d i d  
you j u s t  go o u t  and come back? 
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A. A f t e r  w e  had checked t h e  b o d i e s ,  t h e  p l a toon  
l e a d e r  o rde red  us t o  go o u t  and sea rch  o t h e r  hootches .  Then 
w e  d i d n ' t  f i n d  any th ing ,  we d i d n ' t  do any th ing ,  b u t  came back 
wi th  t h e  rest of  t h e  p l a toon .  

Q These o t h e r  houses t h a t  you checked o u t ,  t hey  were 
back i n  t h e  hamlet  of My La i  ( 4 ) ,  were they?  

A .  Y e s .  They w e r e  c l o s e  t o  a t r a i l  and,  a c t u a l l y ,  
it was s o r t  of  a l i t t l e  c o r r a l  f o r  t h e  wa te r  b u f f a l o e s ;  
l i t t l e  hootches .  Nobody l i v e d  t h e r e  o r  any th ing .  

Q Would you go ahead and t e l l  us what you d i d  o r  s a w  
a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A .  When w e  came back over  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  w e  saw 
hootches  burn ing  and a l o t  of dead bodies .  You know, where 
they  had been s h o t .  And a l o t  o f  wa te r  b u f f a l o e s  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  
and p i g s .  E i t h e r  t hey  were k i l l e d ,  wounded, o r  running around,  
you know. And people  w e r e  running a l l  over  t h e  p l a c e  towards 
t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e  r i f l emen  from t h e  o t h e r  
p l a toons  w i t h  machineguns w e r e  opening up on them. 

Q. When you say  t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s ,  you mean t h e  1st 
and 3d P la toons?  

A. Y e s .  

Q What w e r e  t h e  men of t h e  2d P la toon  doing? 

A .  We w e r e  coming back towards them and checking ou t  
every  l i t t l e  hootch o r  any th ing .  

Q. Did t h e  e n t i r e  p l a toon  go o u t  and check up on t h e s e  
VC? 

A .  I d o n ' t  q u i t e  remember. I know t h a t  squad was o u t  
t h e r e .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember whether t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  p l a toon  
went o r  n o t ?  

A .  I know t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  was wi th  us because he 
c a r r i e d  t h e  r i f l e  back wi th  him. 

Q Lieutenant  BROOKS, wasn' t i t ?  
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A. ' Y e s .  

Q A f t e r  you came back and checked o u t  t h e  houses ,  
would you d e s c r i b e  what t h e  p l a toons  d i d  a s  they  moved through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e  checked,  and most of  us were j u s t  s topped ,  and 
w e  wai ted  u n t i l  L i eu t enan t  BROOKS gave us t h e  word t o  move o u t  
again .  A l l  t h i s  t i m e  w e  were checking and t r y i n g  t o  keep. 
s e p a r a t e d .  

Q. And what? 

A. Trying t o  keep s e p a r a t e d  and, a t  t h e  same t i m e  
checking t h e s e  p l a c e s  o u t .  

Q You mean t h e  men w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  keep from bunching
up? 

A. Y e s .  

Q When you were checking t h e  hootches ,  what 
was t h e  purpose o f  t h i s ?  Were you looking  for--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  R i c e  caches  and weapons. 
W e  had a l r e a d y  cap tu red  two weapons, and t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
wanted t o  make s u r e  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  any more. 

Q What d i d  t h e  p l a toon  do wi th  t h e  Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  whom they  s a w  and came a c r o s s ?  

A. L i eu t enan t  BROOKS had ,  I b e l i e v e ,  one squad 
t h a t  w a s  g a t h e r i n g  them up and t a k i n g  them over  t o  
t h e  o t h e r  p l a toon  area where t h e  CO w a s .  Any o l d  man 
or l a d y ,  o r  anybody whom we would t a k e  o u t ,  some squad 
would e s c o r t  them over  t o  t h e  o t h e r  p l a toon .  

Q And they  were no t  be ing  s h o t  as t h e  p l a toon
moved through? 

A. Not where I was, anyway. The o t h e r  squads 
were i n  charge o f  t h a t .  

Q • U p  t o  t h i s  t i m e ,  had you r ece ived  any h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A.  N O ,  s i r .  
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Q- There was r e a l l y  no r e s i s t a n c e  ' a t  a l l  t hen?  

A - , NO. 

Q. P l e a s e  go on wi th  your s t o r y .  

A .  A f t e r  about  12 o ' c l o c k ,  when we were 
o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  w e  formed a pe r ime te r .  That  's 
when I h e a r d ,  of  t h e  goss ip  t h a t  qo t  around o u r  p l a t o o n ,  
what had r e a l l y  happened; what t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  
had done,  and about  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  one of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
had picked up somebody b e f o r e  they  g o t  s h o t  by one of 
t h e  men from. L ieu tenan t  CALLEY's p l a toon  o r  L ieu t enan t  
CALLEY. I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  know who was t h e  one do ing  
t h e  k i l l i n g .  And I remember a f t e r  w e  w e r e  e a t i n g  lunch 
t h e r e  an o l d  man and two l i t t l e  k i d s  came up o u t  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e y  walked towards Capta in  MEDINA. 
Somebody w a s  going t o  shoot  them and Capta in  MEDINA' 
s a i d  n o t  t o ,  j u s t  l e t  them go by. 

Q. A s  you were moving through t h e  v i l l a g e  
you s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  were ga the red  
t o g e t h e r  and s e n t  somewhere. I didn ' t unders tand  
t h i s  p a r t .  

A. Anyone whom we d i d  f i n d ,  it w a s n ' t  t o o  
many o f  them, w e  took them over  t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  
t o  L ieu t enan t  BROOKS, and he  had some squad,  I 
b e l i e v e  i t  was t h e  t h i r d  squad,  t a k e  them ove r  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h e  CP was o r  t h e  
1st P la toon  was. T h a t ' s  where everybody was be ing  
ga thered .  

0. Were they  be ing  taken  over  t o  L ieu tenan t  
CALLEY's p l a toon?  O r  was it t o  Capta in  WDINA? 

A.  I a c t u a l l y  d o n ' t  know. They were t aken  
over  t o  o u r  r i g h t ,  and t h e n  we k e p t  on s e a r c h i n g ,  and. 
anybody w e  d id .  f i n d  they  would send them up t h e r e .  

Q Do you know what happened t o  t h e s e  people?  
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A .  I t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  w e  came o u t  of t h e r e  t h a t  
w e  hea rd  t h e  o t h e r  p la toon  t a l k i n g  about what they  
had done, and how they  had k i l l e d  them. 

Q. What d i d  t hey  t e l l  you? 

A .  They d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  t e l l  me o r  any o f  u s .  
You know, somebody w a s  j u s t  t a l k i n g ,  you know, about  
how a l o t  of women and c h i l d r e n  had been s h o t  j u s t  
s t a n d i n g  t h e r e .  

Q This  was supposed t o  have happened over  
i n  t h e  1st P la toon  a rea?  

A .  I t  could have happened by t h e  same squad 
t h a t  was t a k i n g  them o u t  t h e r e ,  t oo .  

Q It could have been p a r t  of t h e  2d P la toon  
t h a t  d i d  t h i s ?  

A. I t  could have been.  

Q. You d o n ' t  know y o u r s e l f ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q- Did you, y o u r s e l f ,  see any c i v i l i a n s  s h o t  
t h e r e  du r ing  t h a t  morning? 

A. When we f i r s t  s t a r t e d  o u t ,  when t h e  whole 
company was i n  l i n e .  I saw some people  g e t t i n g  s h o t .  
I t  could have been our  p l a toon .  Everybody was shoot-
i n g  except m e  and t h e  machinegun. I d i d  n o t  have 
any c a n i s t e r  rounds s o  I d i d n ' t  f i r e  my M-79 i n t o  
the people  whe were running.  And t h a t ' s  when L ieu tenan t  
BROOKS t o l d  m e  and t h e  o t h e r  M-79 t o  go ahead and 
f i r e .  

That  w a s  o u t  i n  t h r  r i c e  paddy? 

A .  That  was o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

Q Did you see Sergeant  BUCHANON du r ing  t h e  
morning? 
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A .  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q A s  I understand i t ,  your squad moved forward 
on orders  from Lieutenant  BROOKS? 

A.  Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  But what my squad a c t u a l l y  
d i d  was t o  go o u t  and check t h e s e  two bodies .  Then 
w e  came back and searched a l i t t l e  b i t ;  then  he ordered 
us t o  move out  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  where 
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  \company was. Actual ly ,  when we got  
back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a l l  we d id  was check and walk 
around and w a i t  f o r  him t o  t e l l  us what t o  do. 

Q Where was t h e  r e s t  of t h e  platoon a t  t h i s  
time? 

A. They were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a l o t  forward 
from where we were. 

Q- P r e t t y  w e l l  forward? 

A. Yes. Actua l ly ,  I d o n ' t  know whether they 
d id  most 'of the  shoot ing o r  they--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  I s e e .  Where was t h e  r e s t  
of t h e  platoon when you caught up with them? 

A. They were already on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. During t h e  morning d id  you hea r  any o rde r  
t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g s  o r  s t o p  t h e  burning? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q. W e  have evidence t h a t  sometime during t h e  
morning, perhaps around 10 o ' c lock ,  Lieutenant  BROOKS 
gave an o rde r  t o  "knock off  t h e  k i l l i n g s , "  o r  words 
t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  You d i d n ' t  hea r  t h i s  I t ake  i t ?  

A. No, sir.  
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Q Did you s e e  a d i t c h  t h a t  had a l o t  of bodies  
i n  it dur ing  t h e  morning? 

A.  No. A f t e r  we came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
he  t o l d  us t o  move o u t ,  we came towards t h e  c e n t e r  of  
it. There was a b i g  t r a i l ,  and t h a t ' s  how w e  t r a v e l e d  
over  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  That I s  where 
I. s a w  most of t h e  people  dead. 

Q. About how many dead people  d i d  you s e e ?  

A. I t  must have been about  10 o r  1 5 ,  you know. 

Q What were t h e i r  ages and sex?  

A .  They w e r e  bo th  men and women, and they  
could  have been anywhere from 10 t o  40 , 50,  o r  s o .  

Q Are you t a l k i n g  about ages now o r  numbers? 

A. N O ,  ages .  

Q Were t h e r e  any c h i l d r e n ?  

A .  The only one I saw was a r e a l  young boy 
about LO y e a r s  o l d .  

Q Did you see any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  
morning from b r i g a d e ,  Task Force Barker ,  o r  the d i v i s i o n ?  

A. A f t e r  we c l e a r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  be fo re?  

Q W e l l ,  any t ime? 

A. I n  t h e  morning t h e r e  was--I n o t i c e d  a t  t h e  
CP t h e r e  w e r e  some d i f f e r e n t  o f f i c e r s  who u s u a l l y  
d i d n ' t  t r a v e l  w i t h  us .  

Q. You mean wi th  Capta in  MED-INA? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q- Did you know any of  them? 

A.  I saw one of them. I b e l i e v e  he  was an 
a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Lieu tenan t  ALAUX? You recognize  t h e  name? 

A. 1.recognize  t h e  name, b u t  I d o n ' t  q u i t e  
remember i f  he  was t h e  one t h e r e  o r  n o t .  

Q What k ind  of an o f f i c e r  was Capta in  MEDINA, 
i f  you knew him w e l l  enough t o  say?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he was a r e a l  good o f f i c e r .  I 
w a s  wi th  him f o r  8 months i n  Hawaii,  and he  was 
p r e t t y  rough on us .  I guess  he  had a r e a l  good reason 
making us  t r a i n  as ha rd  as we d i d ,  s o  we could  be  
ready when w e  g o t  o u t  t h e r e .  H e  always made s u r e  t h a t  
o u r  company would be  t h e  b e s t  company i n  t h e ,  b r igade .  

Q I f  you a r e  i n  any p o s i t i o n  t o  know, do 
you t h i n k  he  had c o n t r o l  of t h e  company du r ing  t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  

A .  H e  might have had c o n t r o l  when w e  f i r s t  
s t a r t e d  o u t .  A f t e r  we went o u t  t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy, 
I d o n ' t  know whether he  d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q Did you r e a l i z e  t h a t  a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  
w e r e  be ing  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  hamlet  t h a t  morning? 

A. When w e  were o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  .paddy, we 
w e r e  h e a r i n g  a l l  k inds  of  shoo t ing  going on ,  and we 
d i d n ' t  q u i t e  know whether it was incoming o r  a f i r e  
f i g h t  o r  j u s t  o u r  men f i r i n g .  W e  d i d  h e a r  a l o t  
of  shoo t ing  going on. 

Q Did you h e a r  any e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h i s  l a t e r ?  

A. Mostly t h e  people  were running away from 
them; t h a t ' s  why they  w e r e  f i r i n g  a t  them. 

Q- W e l l ,  w e r e  you t o l d  about a number of people  
be ing  k i l l e d  t h a t  morning? 

16 
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Q. You d i d n ' t  know about t h a t .  D i d  you e v e r  
h e a r  anything about  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  i n  ano the r  
hamlet  c a l l e d  Co Lay (2), which i s  l o c a t e d  o v e r  on 
t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. No. 

COL MILLER: Would you s t a t e  aga in  approximately how 
many bodies '  you s a w  as you went through My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  There could have been from 10 t o  15 bod ie s .  

Q. Were you a b l e  t o  form an op in ion  a s  t o  how 
they  may have been k i l l e d ?  

A .  They were p r e t t y  w e l l  s e p a r a t e d .  I b e l i e v e  
they  might have been running ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  say  e x a c t l y  
whether t hey  were s h o t  s t a n d i n g  o r  running,  

Q *  Did it look as though any o f  them had been 
h i t  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  q u i t e  remember, s i r .  

COL WILSON: Would you s a y  t h a t  t h e  ma jo r i t y  o f  t h e  
people  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  were running du r ing  t h e  t i m e  
of  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. I couldn 't answer t h a t ,  s ir .  A f t e r  w e  
g o t  i n  t h e r e ,  it wasn't long  b e f o r e  w e  went o u t  t o  
the rice paddy. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  anybody running,  
e x c e p t  t h e  ones from t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

Q - A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you moved from t h e  l and ing  
zone t o  t h i s  on- l ine  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  you were t a l k i n g  
abou t ,  w a s  a p l a t o o n ,  o r  t h e  squads t h e r e ,  had they 
s t a r t e d  t o  f i r e  by t h a t  t ime?  

A .  ' N o ,  s i r .  

Q When d i d  they  s t a r t  f i r i n g ?  
, 
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A.  I t  was after awhile  when w e  saw a whole 
l o t  of them runninq.  But i t  was away from the v i l l a g e ,  
i t  was p r e t t y  f a r  from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  
only  machineguns opening up on them. 

Q. Only machineguns? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Were t h e  machineguns f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. It  w a s  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  They 
must have been way o f f .  The people  were running from 
them. 

Q They w e r e n ' t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

COL WILSON: I don' t have any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  

MR WEST: M r .  TREVINO, do you remember what C h a r l i e  
Company d i d  on t h e  n e x t  2 days ,  t h e  17 th  and t h e  
1 8 t h ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember whether w e  s t a y e d  o u t  
t h e r e  o r  came i n .  I remember a f t e r  w e  came i n  t o  
base  camp, D o t t i e  I t h i n k  it was,  t o  go on o t h e r  
o p e r a t i o n s .  If w e  d i d  s t a y  o u t  t h e r e ,  we j u s t  con-
t i n u e d  walking and sea rch ing .  

Q. We have evidence t h a t  on t h e  17 th  t h e  1st 
P la toon  went up on H i l l  85 and then  r e j o i n e d  t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  company. The whole company moved sou th  
u n t i l  they  reached t h e  Song Tra  Khuc River ,  and t h e n  
they  p u l l e d  back up n o r t h  and s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t .  Then, 
on t h e  1 8 t h ,  t hey  moved f a r t h e r  up n o r t h ,  g e n e r a l l y  
back where t hey  s p e n t  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  on t h e  16 th .  
Then they  w e r e  t aken  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r  and r e t u r n e d  
t o  LZ D o t t i e .  Do you remember be ing  l i f t e d  o u t  by 
h e l i c o p t e r  and going back t o  LZ Do t t i e?  
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(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e .  ) 

When you r e t u r n e d  t h e r e ,  d i d  anybody t a l k  
t o  you and t h e  o t h e r  men who were wi th  you? 

A. I remember going t o  t h e  C P ,  myself and 
some o t h e r  members of  t h e  p l a toon .  And I remember 
Capta in  MEDINA t a l k i n g  t o  us and say ing  t h e r e  was 
going t o  be some i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and f o r  us t o  j u s t  
say  what w e  thought  w a s  r i g h t .  I f  t hey  asked us i f  
it was r i g h t ,  what he had done,  t o  t e l l  them e x a c t l y  
what happened. 

Q Did he  say  anyth ing  about no t  d i s c u s s i n g  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  wh i l e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going on? 

A. H e  s a i d  n o t  t o  s ay  a whole l o t  of  it t o  
t h e  members of o t h e r  companies, j u s t  t o  t h e  person--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  J u s t  t a l k  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  n o t  g o s s i p  about i t ?  

A .  Right .  

Q. Did you know Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  b r igade
commander? Would you know him i f  you saw him? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q When you g o t  back t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  d i d  he  
come o u t  and t a l k  t o  you and some of  t h e  o t h e r  men? 

A. No, n o t  t o  m e ,  sir.  H e  might have t a l k e d  
t o  somebody e l s e ,  b u t  he d i d n ' t - -

Q = ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You d o n ' t  remember t h a t ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  .) 

Apart  from Capta in  MEDINA t a l k i n g  t o  you, 
d i d  you h e a r  from o t h e r  sources  t h a t  t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of what happened a t  My Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 
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A. No, s i x .  I never  d i d  hea r  of anybody be ing  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q • Nobody came t o  t a l k  t o  you? 

A.  N O ,  s i r .  

Q Did anybody a t  a l l  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t
about it, n o t  t o  t a l k  about i t ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q Nhat k ind  of assignments d i d  C h a r l i e  Company
r e c e i v e  a f t e r  t h i s  t ime? Were they any d i f f e r e n t  from 
what they  had been be fo re?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  W e  had ' 

t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  h a r v e s t ,  t h e  people  i n  t h e  f i e l d s .  
I don' t know how long it was, b u t  w e  were o u t  t h e r e  
just walking around t h e  rice paddy, making s u r e  t h e  
people  were working. 

Q Thi s  w a s  what was c a l l e d  a r i c e  d e n i a l  
o p e r a t i o n .  Did you e v e r  hea r  t h a t  exp res s ion?  

A. I t  was t h e  h a r v e s t i n g  season ;  t h a t ' s  a l l  
I know. 

Q. You were p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  r i c e  crops  from 
t h e  VC? 

A .  Most of i t  was n i q h t  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q I n  November t h e r e  were some s t o r i e s  i n  
t h e  p r e s s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  some of t h e  men of  C h a r l i e  
Company may have been under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of mari juana 
on t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h  of March, and t h a t  t h a t  
had something t o  do wi th  a l l  t h e  k i l l i n g  t h a t  took 
place. Did you e v e r  hea r  anyth ing  about t h i s ?  

A .  NO,  s i r .  

Q. Did t h e  company have a mari juana problem, 
t o  your knowledge? 
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A .  N O ,  I s u r e  don'  t. 

Q What w a s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  men of C h a r l i e  
Company towards t h e  Vietnamese people  i n  g e n e r a l ?  Did 
t hey  l i k e  them, o r  d i d  t hey  d i s l i k e  them? How d i d  
they f e e l ?  

A .  Most o f  t h e  guys d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t hey  
should be  o u t  t h e r e ,  b u t  t hey  didn ' t d i s l i k e  t h e  
Vietnamese, o r  d i d n ' t  s ay  anyth ing  about  them. They 
j u s t ,  w e l l ,  you know, t hey  f e l t  t h a t  they  didn I t  want 
us ou t  t h e r e  anyway. 

Q =  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I unders tand .  You mean t h e y  
thought  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese people  d i d n ' t  want you 
t h e r e  ? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - W e l l ,  how d i d  t h e  men of C h a r l i e  Company 
t r e a t  t h e  Vietnamese people  i n  gene ra l ?  Did they  
t reat  them w e l l ?  Were they  bad t o  them, o r  what would 
you say?  

A .  Everytime w e  came t o  a v i l l a g e  and w e  had 
some C-ra t ions  l e f t  o v e r ,  we u s u a l l y  gave them t o  
them. W e  t r e a t e d  them p r e t t y  w e l l .  

0 .  Were you aware t h i s  morning of t h e  1 6 t h  
a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  
be ing  k i l l e d  by t h e  company? 

A. No, s i r .  Not u n t i l  w e  came a c r o s s  them 
and we met w i th  t h e  company; t h a t ' s  when I heard  g o s s i p  
t h a t  a l o t  of them had g o t t e n  k i l l e d .  

Q . This  was a f t e r  you g o t  through? 

A .  A f t e r  w e  g o t  through.  

Q Do you t h i n k  t h a t  your p l a toon  p a r t i c i p a t e d
i n  t h i s  very much? 

.. 
9, 
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A. It could have been t h e  o t h e r  squads .  I d o n ' t  
know f o r  s u r e .  

Q What about  your squad? 

A .  My squad d i d n ' t  have anyth ing  t o  do wi th  
it excep t  t o  go o u t  t h e r e  and check t h e  bod ie s  o u t  
t h a t  had been k i l l e d ,  e i t h e r  by some of ou r  guys o r  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  

Q But when you g o t  back and moved t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  d i d  i t  look l i k e  q u i t e  a few people  had 
a l r e a d y  been k i l l e d ?  

A. Not u n t i l  we had moved o u t  t o  t h e  main 
t r a i l  and a c r o s s ,  and t h a t ' s  when I saw most of t h e  
people  l y i n g  t h e r e .  

Q Had you e v e r  s een  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s  be fo re?  

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q . What, i n  your op in ion ,  happened t h a t  morning 
a t  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  How would you e x p l a i n  t h i s  r a t h e r  unusual  
t h i n g ?  

A. I f i g u r e d  a l o t  of them d i d n ' t  have t o  g e t  
k i l l e d  l i k e  t h a t .  The young boy I saw, I thought  he  
w a s  toa young for any cause  of h i s  be ing  k i l l e d .  And 
of cou r se ,  t h e r e  were some o l d  men t o o ,  b u t  t h e s e  
o l d  men, t hey  could  have been VC o r  h e l p i n g  them o u t .  

Q T h i s  boy you speak o f ,  was t h i s  t h e  one 
you s a i d  was about 10 y e a r s  o ld?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

Q. You d i d n ' t  see any younger t han  t h a t ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you have any i d e a  why t h e  men of  t h e  
company k i l l e d  a l l  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s ?  
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A. NO, s i r .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any t a l k  about  it l a t e r  i n  t h e  
company t h a t  you remember? 

A .  A l o t  of t h e  guys d i d n ' t  even want t o  remember 
about what happened t h a t  day. 

Q- They f e l t  bad about  i t ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q. I t h i n k  you a r e  aware, M r .  TREVINO, t h a t  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  wasn ' t  widely  known until a few weeks 
ago? 

A. Right .  

Q. I n  f a c t ,  word of it d i d n ' t  reach Headquar te rs ,
Department of  t h e  Army, u n t i l  l a s t  A p r i l ,  1969. Would 
you g i v e  us  your  op in ion  as t o  why t h i s  i n c i d e n t  w a s  
n o t  r epo r t ed  l i k e  anything e l s e  t h a t  happened du r ing  
an ope ra t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  when I f i r s t  heard  of it i n  t h e  news, 
I had always thought  t h a t  I had done t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g ,  
because nobody--I thought  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had t aken  
p l a c e ,  and nobody had s a i d  anyth ing  about it. I f i g u r e d  
it was t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  t h a t  was done. 

Q So you never  thought  of it a s  be ing  a w a r  
cr ime t h a t  should  be  r epo r t ed?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  Because I always heard  i n  Vietnam 
you d o n ' t  know who t h e  enemy is .  When I saw a l l  t hose  
people  k i l l e d ,  I f i g u r e d  they  had t r i e d  t o  g e t  away 
from t h e  men by running.  And t h a t ' s  one t h i n g  they  
always d i d  t e l l  us .  I f  anybody would r u n ,  t o  y e l l  
o u t  "dung l a i .  'I I n  Vietnamese t h a t  means s t o ? .  And 
i f  they  d i d n ' t  s t o p ,  f i r e  ove r  t h e i r  heads ; i f  they  
d o n ' t ,  proceed t o  t r y  t o  s t o p  them. 

COL WILSON: Did you s e e  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS a f t e r  you 
came back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

(TREVINO) 24 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-62 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A .  Y e s .  H e  was w i t h  some of t h e  o t h e r  guys 
check ing  o u t  some o f  t h e  hoo tches .  

Q How d i d  he appear  t o  r e a c t  t o  t h i s  number 
of peop le  k i l l e d  t h e r e ?  Didr'you n o t i c e  o r  cou ld  you 
t e l l ?  

A .  No, I d i d  n o t .  I d i d n ' t  see him u n t i l  t h a t  
a f t e rnoon  when w e  s t a r t e d  moving o u t  a g a i n .  H e  j u s t  
seemed like he  always was. 

COL WILSON: No f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  

MR WEST: M r .  TREVINO, we're go ing  t o  end t h e  pr imary 
p a r t  o f  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  now. W e  would a p p r e c i a t e  
it i f  you would s t a y  and go w i t h  Colonel  WILSON. H e  
w i l l  show you some photographs  and ask  you abou t  some 
documents and some q u e s t i o n s  about  t r a i n i n g .  Before  
w e  do t h a t ,  though,  i s  t h e r e  any th ing  else you can 
t h i n k  of t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  t e l l  us which might  
h e l p  us  i n  o u r  i n q u i r y ?  

A.  NO. I s u r e  d o n ' t ,  s i r .  

MR WEST: I f  you t h i n k  of  any th ing ,  o r  i f  you f i n d  
n o t e s  a t  home o r  o l d  le t ters  o r  what have you t h a t  
might  h e l p  u s ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  from you. 
Thank you very much, M r .  TREVINO.  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  
you r  coming and t a k i n g  t h i s  t i m e  and t r o u b l e .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1103 h o u r s ,  5 January  
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1113 h o u r s ,  5 January  
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  COL WILSON 
i s  p r e s e n t .  

(The w i t n e s s  was reminded t h a t  he  w a s  s t i l l  
under o a t h ,  and he t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l l ows  :) 
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Q I want t o  ask you a couple  of q u e s t i o n s  
be fo re  we s t a r t  on t h e  photographs concerning t h e  
t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii. P r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you depa r t ed  
d i d  you r e c e i v e  any s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  f o r  Vietnam? 

A. J u s t  t h e  r e g u l a r  t r a i n i n g ,  you know. W e  
were s t a y i n g  o u t  t h e r e  g e t t i n g  we t ,  and a l l  of  t h i s  
w a s  p a r t  of  t h e  t r a i n i n g .  And g e t t i n g  used to--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you r e c i e v e  any t r a i n i n g  
on how t o  handle  p r i s o n e r s  of war? 

A.  Righ t ,  sir.  W e  had what t hey  c a l l e d  escape 
and evas ion  and a l l  t h a t .  F i r s t ,  w e  were supposed t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e ,  t i e  them up, and g e t  them ready f o r  t h e  
chopper t o  come and p i ck  them up. 

Q. Did you r e c i e v e  any of  t h i s  t ype  of t r a i n i n g
a f t e r  you g o t  t o  Vietnam? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q Were you given any t r a i n i n g  on how t o  handle  
noncombatants? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q Do you remember r e c e i v i n g  t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  
you came i n t o  Vietnam? 

A. A l l  t h e  l e c t u r e s  were on d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  
o f  booby t r a p s ,  how they  g o t  t h e  ambushes s e t  up, and 
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

(1 Did you r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g ,  t h e n ,  on non-
combatants o r  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

a.  I show you E x h i b i t  M - 2 ,  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine 
Rules." Have you eve r  seen t h a t  c a r d  (handing t h e  
c a r d  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ) ?  
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A. No, sir. They gave us something s i m i l a r  
t o  t h i s .  I don ' t  a c t u a l l y  know i f  t h i s  was t h e  one 
o r  not .  They gave us a l e c t u r e  on how t o  t r e a t  t h e  
women and t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  customs up t h e r e .  They 
t o l d  us what we were going t o  do t o  t r y  t o  keep t h e  
peace,  and t h a t  w e  were gues ts  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  

Q. Where was t h i s  l e c t u r e  given t o  you? 

A.  I t  w a s  i n  Hawaii, before  we l e f t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember see ing  one of t h e s e  
cards? 

A. I remember see ing  something l i k e  t h i s .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  one. 

Q. I show you Exhibi t  M - 3 ,  which is  e n t i t l e d ,
"The Enemy i n  Your Hands." Have you ever  seen t h i s  
card  (handing t h e  e x h i b i t  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ) ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q- But you do r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  a card? 

A. W e  d i d  g e t  a card ;  it was mostly about t h e i r  
customs. Af te r  we got  t o  Vietnam we d i d n ' t  have,  
a c t u a l l y ,  any t r a i n i n g .  The f i r s t  day we got  t h e r e ;  
t h e  second day we went ou t  on an opera t ion .  Since 
t h i s  was a whole u n i t  moving i n ,  we d i d n ' t  g e t  a s  
much t r a i n i n g  as  o t h e r  guys usual ly  g e t  when they  
f i r s t  g e t  there--get  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  and then  a r e  s e n t  
t o  a u n i t .  

Q The card t h a t  you remember see ing ,  d i d  it 
have t h e  MACV i n s i g n i a  on i t ?  

A. I t  d id .  
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Like t h i s ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  a f f i rma t ive . )  

Were you e v e r  i s sued  a card  with t h e  MACV 
i n s i g n i a  on i t ?  

A. W e  were i s sued  ca rds ,  but I d o n ' t  know 
i f  it was t h e  same one o r  no t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. But you were i s sued  cards? 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q Everybody was i s sued  cards?  

A. I guess so.  

Q Where were t h e s e  cards issued? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember whether they were i s sued  
i n  Vietnam o r  Hawaii. 

Q. I am going t o  give you a group of photo-
graphs,  and I want you t o  s e p a r a t e  them i n t o  two p i l e s ,  
those  photographs t h a t  you can recognize,  e i t h e r  people 
o r  p laces ,  and those  photographs which you d o n ' t  recog-
n i z e  (handing a p i l e  of photographs t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ) .  

Using t h e  a e r i a l  photograph (Exh ib i t  P-1) , I 
would l i k e  t o ,  wherever p o s s s i b l e ,  i n d i c a t e  t h e  a c t i o n s  
of your squad and platoon on t h e  16th  of March. Now t h i s  
photograph i s  s c a l e  1 inch equals  100 meters ,  approximately. 

( A t  t h i s  po in t  COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  
wi tness  with t h e  a e r i a l  photo which was l a t e r  marked 
and en te red  i n t o  evidence as  Exhibi t  P-137.) 

Were you with t h e  f i r s t  o r  second l i f t ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  how f a r  it was from t h e  t ime 
you go t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  u n t i l  you go t  on l i n e  w i t h  
the o t h e r  p l a toons?  

A. How long it was? I t  could have been about 
5 o r  LO minutes.  

Q .  What w a s  t h e  d i s t a n c e ?  

A .  Anywhere from 50 t o  100 meters  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q .  So you landed .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  e a s t -
w e s t  l i n e  on t h e  sou th  p a r t  of t h e  LZ? 

A. No-, s i r .  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  moving on t h e  e a s t  t o  a t e r r a i n  
f e a t u r e ,  s o r t  of a mound embankment? 

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q- When you l i n e d  up t o  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. When we l i n e d  up, we went a11 t h e  way through 
t h a t  embankment and wai ted  a wh i l e ,  and then  we cl imbed 
up o r  e i t h e r  we moved around a l i t t l e  b i t  u n t i l  we 
go t  l e v e l  w i th  it. 

Q- I t  i s  appa ren t ,  a l though n o t  conc lus ive ,  
t h a t  t h i s  embankment t h a t  you moved on i s  t h i s  e a s t -
w e s t  t r e e  l i n e ,  which i s  probably when you moved o f f  
t h e  l and ing  zone. You say you landed about  1 0 0  meters  
from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. From t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you remember whether you moved d i r e c t l y  
t o  t h a t  mound, o r  d i d  you go t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  o r  what? 

A. I d o n ' t  q u i t e  remember. I know it was 
s t r a i g h t  o u t ,  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  
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Q O r  t o  t h e  l e f t ?  

A .  To t h e  l e f t ,  and then  w e  go t  on l i n e ,  and 
then  w e  moved o u t .  

Q I am going t o  p u t  t h e  approximate a r e a  o f  
your l and ing  about  h e r e .  (COL WILSON draws a 1 on t h e  
a e r i a l  photo,  l a t e r  E x h i b i t  P-137.)  You were wi th  t h e  
2d P la toon ,  t h e  second squad? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Do you know i f  you were i n  t h e  l e f t ,  t h e  
c e n t e r ,  o r  t h e  r i g h t  squad? 

A. I t  w a s  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  2d P la toon .  

Q And you d i d  move on t o  t h i s  mound f o r  a 
bui ld-up? 

A .  Yes, ~ i r .From t h i s  edge of t h e  embankment 
t h e r e  were some people  running o u t  h e r e .  T h a t ' s  
when o u r  machineguns opened up a l i t t l e  wh i l e .  I t  
must have been a couple  of rounds,  and they were way 
o f f .  

Q This  was t o  t h e  l e f t  of where you were? 

A .  Right .  T h a t ' s  when I heard  t h e  f i r s t  shoot -
ing. It  was no more than  a couple  of  rounds.  

Q A t  what d i s t a n c e  would you say  t h o s e  people  
were l o c a t e d ?  

A. They were about 200 me te r s ,  s i r .  They were 
running,  you know. 

Q- 200 meters?  

A .  T h a t ' s  p r e t t y  f a r .  

Q 200 o r  300 meters  i s  a l o t - -
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They w e r e  runn ing  a l o n g  a 
t r a i l  on t h i s  bank o u t  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

Q. Out i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy? Do you r e c a l l  
seeing t h i s  s t r e a m  h e r e  t o  t h e  l e f t ?  A d r i ed -up  stream 
bed? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q - I n  what  d i r e c t i o n  w e r e  t h e s e  p e o p l e  r u n n i n g  
away from you? T h i s  was when you moved up on l i n e ?  

A. A f t e r  we g o t  up on l i n e ,  somebody y e l l e d  
t o  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  somebody was runn ing .  Then,  
a t  t h i s  same t i m e ,  one o f  t h e  machineguns opened up 
w i t h  maybe a coup le  o f  rounds .  They were t o o  f a r ,  s o  
w e  g o t  o r d e r s  t o  p roceed  on up t h e  bank.  A f t e r  w e  
g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  we s e a r c h e d  a c o u p l e  o f  h o o t c h e s .  
T h a t ' s  when t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  o r d e r e d  us  t o  go o u t  
i n t o  t h e  r ice  paddy where t h e r e  w e r e  some gunsh ips  
f i r i n g  down on somebody. 

Q Was t h i s  t h e  same group o f  p e o p l e ,  o r  was 
t h i s  a n o t h e r  group o f  peop le?  

A. I t  c o u l d  have been t h e  same ones  runn ing  
o u t  t h e r e .  

Q A s  you r e c a l l ,  from t h e  way you were on 
t h a t  bank,  were t h e s e  p e o p l e  runn ing  t o  y o u r  ext reme 
l e f t  o r  b e h i n d  you? 

A. To t h e  extreme r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  o f  m e .  

Q To t h e  ext reme l e f t ,  i f  you were s t a n d i n g  
r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I t  would be up i n  h e r e  
somewhere, a c o u p l e  o f  hundred m e t e r s ?  

A. R i g h t  . 
(COL WILSON marking 3 on t h e  a e r i a l  

phc tograph .  ) 
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0.  How many people?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know, it could  have been f o u r  o r  
f i v e  o f  them. They w e r e  runn ing  p r e t t y  f a s t ,  t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  away. 

Q - You w e r e  i n  t h e  second squad ,  and when you f i r s t  
moved a c r o s s  t h a t  t ree l i n e ,  you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
You d i d  no t  move i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy? 

A. W e  w e r e  on t h e  r ice paddy moving towards  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q You w e r e  on t h e  r ice moving towards t h e  
v i l l a g e s  when you f i r s t  s t a r t e d  o u t ?  

A. Right .  The v i l l a g e  had s o r t  of  an "L" shape ,  
and when w e  w e r e  on t h e  r i c e  paddy, w e  w e r e  t o l d  t o  
s e a r c h  t h i s  p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  w a s  on ly  a couple  
of  hoo t ches ,  and w e  were i n  t h e r e  when t h e y  t o l d  us t o  
move o u t  f a r t h e r  l e f t  t o  s e a r c h  t h e  bod i e s  t h e  gunship  
had pinned down. 

Q Assuming t h a t  you were r i g h t  h e r e  on t h e  
extreme n o r t h  p a r t ,  do you t h i n k  t h a t  you moved o u t  
i n t o  t h i s  r ice paddy a r e a  h e r e  f i r s t  and t hen  came 
back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e  w e r e  s t i l l  on l i n e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
And t h e r e  were o n l y  a couple  o f  hoo tches  h e r e .  W e  
cou ld  have moved a l i t t l e  b i t  i n ,  I d o n ' t  q u i t e  recal l .  
Then w e  went o u t .  

Q But you s t a y e d  i n  t h e  r ice paddy most o f  
t h e  t ime?  

A. Righ t ,  s i r .  

Q . That  I s  what I thought .  You remember what 
your  f r o n t a g e  was, 5 0 ,  7 5 ,  o r  1 0 0  mete rs?  How many 
men d i d  you have i n  t h a t  squad? 
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I don' t r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Was everybody on l i n e ?  

Everybody was on l i n e .  

Q No columns? And you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and then  moved o u t  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy? How f a r  i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  do you t h i n k  you moved be fo re  you h i t  t h e  
rice paddy aga in?  

A. I d o n ' t  q u i t e  r e c a l l .  I t  could have been 
a couple--maybe 30 o r  40 mete rs .  And i n  between, t h e r e  
were a couple  of  hootches .  We were s ea rch ing  those  
hootches when w e  moved o u t .  

Q .  So, a c t u a l l y ,  you d i d n ' t  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
any more than  about 50 t o  1 0 0  meters .  The r e s t  of 
t h e  t ime you were o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Wc were o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  u n t i l  we go t  
o rde red  t o  come back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  T h a t ' s  when we 
came i n  and searched  a l i t t l e  b i t - - a  couple  o f  hootches  
o u t  h e r e .  And w e  could a lmos t - -ac tua l ly  , we wa i t ed  
u n t i l  t h e  p la toon  l e a d e r s  go t  o r d e r s  t o  move t o  where 
t h e  o t h e r  men of t h e  company were.  They had a l r eady  
r an  through t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q You moved i n t o  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
and o u t  i n t o  t h i s  r i c e  paddy? 

A. R igh t .  

Q You were c a l l e d  back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  be fo re  
you went o u t  t o  check t h e s e  VC? 

A .  No, we were o u t  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  when we 
were checking t h e  VC. 

Q But I thought  t h a t  was some d i s t a n c e  from 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  How f a r  was t h a t  from t h e  v i l l a g e  when 
\-ou checked t h e  VC,  t h e  two VC b o d i e s ,  and recovered 
t h e  weapons? 
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A .  I t  was about 1 0 0  meters .  

North,  t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  v i l l a . g e ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  .1 

When you came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  you were 
sent ou t?  

A. About 30 minutes a f t e r  we were i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h a t ' s  when we were s e n t  o u t .  

Q How f a r  were you i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  when you 
w e r e  s e n t  ou t ?  

A. About 30 o r  40 meters .  

Q. T h i r t y  meters  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  you w e r e  
s e n t  o u t  t o  t h e  l e f t  t o  check some VC,  about 1 0 0  meters  
from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  VC bodies?  

A. Right .  

Q . That would p u t  t h e s e  people  somewhere i n  
this a r e a ,  and t h e r e  were VC bodies  wi th  weapons, r i g h t ?  

A. With web g e a r ,  y e s .  

Q The whole squad went o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. Right .  

(COL WILSON marks 2 on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph.)  

Q - How many VC were t h e r e ?  

A, There were two dead VC. The chopper was 
f l y i n g  over  them. A f t e r  we found t h e s e  weapons, w e  
heard  t h e  shoo t ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  W e  thought  t h e r e  
w a s  a real  gunf igh t  going on. 
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Q You moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e n  you moved 
o u t  t o  t h i s  p o i n t ?  When you g o t  o u t  t h e r e ,  and when you po-
l i c e d  up t h e s e  weapons, what happened n e x t ?  

A .  W e  s e a r c h e d  what looked  l i k e  h o o t c h e s ,  b u t  
a c t u a l l y  w e r e  c o r r a l s ,  r i g h t  alonq t h e  r ice paddy. 
W e  s p e n t  a l i t t l e  t i m e  i n  t h e r e ,  and t h e n  t h e y  t o l d  u s  t o  
go back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q And you came s t r a i g h t  back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
J u s t  a s  s t r a i g h t  a s  you c o u l d  w a l k ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Through a r ice  paddy,  a l l  t h e  way th rough .  

Q Back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I went  r i g h t  a l o n g  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q .  And t h e n  what happened? 

A. We same i n ,  we s t a r t e d  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  h o o t c h e s ,  
and a c t u a l l y  w e  were w a i t i n g  u n t i l  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r - -
A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  a l l  s h o o t i n g  had a lmos t  s t o p p e d .  Once i n  a 
w h i l e  w e  would h e a r  some s h o o t i n g ,  and when w e  came i n  h e r e  
t h e r e  w e r e  f i r e s ,  t h e  hoo tches  w e r e  b e i n g  burned.  W e  con-
t i n u e d  s e a r c h i n g  t h e r e  f o r  t u n n e l s  and r i c e  c a c h e s ,  and 
t h e n  t h e y  t o l d  us t o  go ahead and r e j o i n  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  
o f  t h e  s q u a d ,  t o  a main t r a i l  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
And w e  moved a l l  t h e  way o u t  t o  where t h e y  w e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  
us. 

Q . W e l l ,  d i d  you s t a y  on t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  o f  t h e  
p l a t o o n ?  

A .  On t h e  l e f t  f l a n k .  

Q You s t a y e d  i n  t h e  v i l i a g e  though? You d i d n ' t  
go o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  a g a i n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  Was t h e r e  a t r a i l  on t h e  l e f t  go ing  a l o n g  t h e  
edge  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  I don ' t remember. 
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Q You d o n ' t  remember. Wel l ,  cou ld  you s e e  from 
your  l o c a t i o n ,  cou ld  you s t i l l  see t h e  r ice paddy o r  
was your  v i s i o n  b locked by v e g e t a t i o n ?  

A. W e  cou ld  see t h e  r ice paddy. 

Q Then you w e r e  r i g h t  on t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,
i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

Righ t .  

Q Who w a s  t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  man i n  your  squad? 

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q How f a r  w e r e  you from t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I cou ld  have been about  t h r e e  men from t h e  edge 
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I cou ld  have been abou t  15  o r  2 0  meters. 

Q F i f t c e n  o r  twenty  meters, s o  you cou ld  see 
o u t  t h e r e  and see t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. A c t u a l l y ,  I guess  o u r  m i s s ion  w a s  t o  shoo t  any-
body who might  be  runn ing  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Do you remember when you reached  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I remember when I was s t a y i n g  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y ,  
sir. Then t h e y  t o l d  us t o  come forward on t h i s  s i d e ,  t o  
a t r a i l  t h a t  l e d  us r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l - l age .  

Q So you d i d n ' t  s t a y  up on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, w e  d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  t r a v e l  t o o  much. 

Q How f a r  d i d  you move a long  t o  where you were 
on ly  1 5  o r  20 meters on t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i n s i d e  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how f a r  it was. I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  
f a r ,  so  we were j u s t  s e a r c h i n g ,  a c t u a l l y .  
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Q So you were c a l l e d  back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  
you g o t  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  a r e a ,  r i g h t ?  

A.  T h i s  t r a i l  w a s n ' t  t o o  f a r  from t h e  s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q So,  from t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  you came back i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h e  l e f t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  up t h e r e  w a s n ' t  
swep t ,  because  you moved down t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  

A .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  know whe the r  it w a s  swept  
o r  n o t .  The r e s t  of  t h e  platoon--some o f  t h e  men had been 
t h e r e  a l r e a d y ,  b e c a u s e  when we came b a c k ,  t h i s  v i l l a g e  was 
a l r e a d y  b e i n g  burned .  

Q 9 I t  sounds l i k e  you came i n  t o  abou t  t h i s  p a r t ,  and 
you moved down i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e n  moved o u t ,  i s  t h a t  
what happened? 

A. A f t e r  w e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  a w h i l e  and searched--

Q . ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  R i g h t  h e r e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . You mean you s t a y e d  t h e r e  a w h i l e  and s e a r c h e d ,  
r i g h t ?  

(Witness  i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  .) 

(COL WILSON marks 4 on t h e  a e r i a l  
pho tograph .  ) 

You s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  a b o u t  how long?  

A. About 4 5  minu tes  t o  an hour. 

Q And t h e n  you moved back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  What 
happened when you reached  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Where d i d  
you go from t h e r e ?  

A.  When we g o t  t o  t h i s  s i d e ?  

Q Y e s .  

A.  W e l l ,  t h e  remainder  of  t h e  company was a l r e a d y  
on t h a t  s i d e ,  and we c o n t i n u e d  forming t h e  c i rc le  t h e y  had 
t h e r e .  
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Q They had a pe r ime te r  s e t  up? 

A. Y e s .  We go t  C- ra t ions ,  and we a t e  lunch.  

Q Did you move o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  form a per imeter?  

A. Right .  

Q Do you know whether your pe r ime te r  w a s  formed t o  
s e c u r e  from t h e  l e f t  o r  from t h e  f r o n t  o r  what? 

A. To t h e  l e f t .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, t o  s e t  up a pe r ime te r  o u t  h e r e  i n  
t h e  r i c e  paddy, no t  a long  t h e  v i l l a g e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A .  Right o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s i r .  

Q You s e t  up a pe r ime te r  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  
i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  The whole company was o u t  a l r e a d y .  

Q You d i d n ' t  mix i n  wi th  any o t h e r  u n i t s  of t h e  
company, d i d  you? W a s  it your p l a toon  t h a t - -

A .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  t h e  r i g h t  man from t h e  
p l a toon  had t o  j o i n  t h e  o t h e r  p l a toon .  

Q The remainder of t h e  company w a s  down i n  h e r e ,  I 
presume, and you joined t h e  company h e r e ,  sa t  down and 
a t e ,  r i g h t  on t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right .  

Q .  How long d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e ,  do you know? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how long  it was. 

Q Then what? 

A. I b e i i e v e  we i e f t  i n  e o i u m s  and cont inued  ou r  
s e a r c h  t o  ano the r  vege t a t ed  a r e a .  F a r t h e r  n o r t h  I guess  it 
w a s .  

Q DLd you say  you saw some h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s ?  
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A.  Up h e r e ,  when we were o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

Q. Those were t h e  choppers  t h a t  s h o t  t h e  two VC 
a t  p o i n t  3 ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q What abou t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  s i t t i n g  down on t h e  
ground t o  your  f r o n t ,  d i d  you see any th ing  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Do you remember any th ing  abou t  t h e  t i m e ,  any 
s p e c i f i c  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h a t  morning t h a t  you can r e c a l l  
any th ing  happening? 

A. No. 

Q Did you e v e r  look a t  your  watch? 

A. I d i d n ' t  even have a watch.  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  anybody s a y  any th ing  abou t  t ime?  

A. I remember when we were o u t  h e r e ,  i t  was 1 2  o ' c l o c k  
o r  1130 o r  somewhere i n  t h e r e .  We w e r e  e a t i n g ,  and t h a t ' s  
what t i m e  i t  was. 

Q Anything e lse  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  Where d i d  you 
see t h e s e  bod i e s  i n  any one p l a c e  o r  w e r e  t h e y  s c a t t e r e d  
o u t  a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l a c e ?  

A. No. When w e  moved a l i t t l e  b i t  on t h i s  t r a i l  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  t h a t ' s  where I saw t h e  o t h e r  b o d i e s ,  where t h e  
rest  of t h e  company had a l r e a d y  gone th rough .  

Q I b e l i e v e  you moved a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  s o u t h  t h a n  
t h a t .  I b e l i e v e  you were f a r t h e r  down i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I remember i t  was a p r e t t y  used t r a i l ,  a wide t r a i l .  

Q When you g o t  t o  t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you 
move back t o  t h e  l e f t  t o  s e t  up your  p e r i m e t e r ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ;  I guess  w e  d i d .  I know w e  w e r e  
a l l  t h e  way on t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  
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Q Did you s e e  Captain  MJZDINA a t  any t ime? 

Not u n t i l  we go t  o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Where d i d  you s e e  him? 

A. He w a s  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  pe r ime te r .  

Q What was he  doing? 

A. H e  was on t h e  phone t a l k i n g  t o  someone. 

Q Anything e l s e  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. When we were o u t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  I remember 
I was s i t t i n g - - a n  o l d  man and two k i d s  came o u t ,  and somebody 
from t h e  o t h e r  p l a toons  wanted t o  shoot  them. Captain  
MEDINA s a i d  no t  t o ,  and they  k e p t  on going o u t .  I b e l i e v e  
t h e  o l d  man w a s  b l i n d .  

Q Was b l i n d ?  Do you remember where t h a t  was? 

A .  They were coming o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and walked 
r i g h t  i n t o  our  pe r ime te r .  

Q They came from behind and no t  from t h e  f r o n t ,  and 
they  were up i n  your a r e a  of t h e  per imeter?  

A. They were almost  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  where t h e  CP was. 

(COL WILSON marks 5 on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph.)  

Q Who wanted t o  shoot  them? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t  was somebody from one o f  t h e  
o t h e r  p l a toons .  I remember Capta in  MEDINA y e l l i n g  o u t  r e a l  
loud t o  s t o p  f i r i n g .  

Q Captain  MEDINA prevented--how many were t h e r e ?  

A. I t  w a s  an o l d  man and two k i d s .  

Q You heard  Captain  MEDINA y e l l  o u t  r e a l  l oud ,  "Stop 
f i r i n g .  " 

A. "Don' t  s h o o t , "  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q .  Was h e  t a l k i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who 
was g o i n g  t o  s h o o t  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  o r  was h e  y e l l i n q  it o u t  f o r  
t h e  whole company? 

A. H e  was y e l l i n g  towards  t h e  a r e a  where t h i s  man--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Anything e lse  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q I am g o i n g  t o  a sk  you abou t  t h e  pho tographs  t h a t  
you s e l e c t e d  a s  hav ing  some knowledge o f .  A s  I g i v e  you t h e  
p h o t o s ,  would you i d e n t i f y  what you remember of  t h e  photo-
g r a p h s ?  

A .  T h i s  p i c t u r e  l o o k s  f a m i l i a r .  S e v e r a l  t i m e s  when 
w e  d i d  g a t h e r  up--an o l d  man and a young man--how t h e y  s a t  
down and w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r ,  t h e  Vietnamese 
i n t e r r o g a t o r  ~ h ot r a v e l e d  w i t h  u s .  

(2 Do you r e c o g n i z e  anybody i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c o g n i z e  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r .  

A.  T h i s  i s  a r e a l  f a m i l i a r  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  Vietnamese 
who was q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  o l d  man abou t  t h e  V i e t  Cong a c t i v i t i e s  
around t h e  a r e a .  

Q .  Do you r e c o g n i z e  anybody i n  t h e  pho tograph?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t h e  medic.  

(2 You b e l i e v e  t h e  c e n t e r  man i s  t h e  medic? 

A. Y e s .  I t  l o o k s  l i k e  him, anyway. 

Q I t  l o o k s  l i k e  who? 
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A. Looks l i k e  a medic we had for a wh i l e .  I d o n ' t  
know whether he was a corpsman--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  P-23? Do you recognize  anybody 
i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A. I recognize  t h e  Vietnamese who t r a v e l e d  wi th  us .  

Q The Vietnamese s o l d i e r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Who i s  t h a t ?  Is t h a t  Sergeant  PHU? 

A .  T h a t ' s  Sergeant  P H U ,  ye s .  

Q. Do you recognize  anybody . e l s e ?  

A. Th is  looks l i k e  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ,  t h e  one i n  charge 
of t h e  r ad io t e l ephone  o p e r a t o r .  

Q With t h e  r ad io t e l ephone  o p e r a t o r ?  

A .  With t h e  r ad io t e l ephone  o p e r a t o r ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO. 

Q The man on t h e  l e f t  looks  l i k e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO? 
D o  you recognize  t h e  a r e a ?  

A.  No. 

Q Do you recognize  any of  t h e  Vietnamese? 

A .  No. 

A. That  looks  l i k e  t h e  t r a i l  we went towards t o  
g e t  t o  t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q T h a t ' s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  looks  like one of  t h o s e  w e  t r a v e l e d  on a 
l i t t l e '  wh i l e .  Then, i t  couid nave been on something l i k e  
over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  when w e  walked i n t o  t h i s .  

Q Did you see t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  Did you see t h o s e  
bodies?  

4 2  
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A. No. 

A. Th is  looks  s i m i l a r  t o  what I saw on t h i s  main 
t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Did you s e e  t h a t  scene? 

A. I t  could have been ,  I d o n ' t  know. When I went by 
t h e r e ,  I w a s n ' t  looking  a t  t h e  dead VC. I j u s t  s a w  them. 

Q This  dead boy i n  t h a t  photograph i s  younger 
t han  1 0  y e a r s  o l d .  

A. Y e s ,  he could have been.  I d o n ' t  know. 

A. This  looks  f a m i l i a r ;  when we were t r a v e l i n g  on 
l i n e .  

Q You t h i n k  t h i s  might have been on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
of My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I t  could have been ,  bu t  I doubt i t  because 
they  were i n s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  most of t h e  t ime.  Unless it 
w a s  when they  f i r s t  landed.  

Q You d o n ' t  recognize  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No. 

A. Th is  looks  r e a l  s i m i l a r  t o  when we t r a v e l e d  i n  
t h e  columns. When we l e f t  t h i s  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t h e r e  
was a r e a l  h igh  r i c e  paddy, and we walked through it. I t  
looks  r e a l  f a m i l i a r ,  t h a t  p l a c e .  

Q Weren ' t  t h e r e  high r i c e  paddies  on t h e  l and ing  
zone? 
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Right .  

You recognize  any of t h e  people  h e r e ?  

A .  I recognize  him ( p o i n t i n g )  . 
Q The man on t h e  r i g h t  who is  he? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. He was i n  t h e  1st P la toon .  

Q P-75? Do you recognize  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. No., s i r .  

What do you recognize  i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A. Th is  looks  l i k e  a f ence ,  anyway. 

Q Yes, what about i t ?  

A. Th is  :;as t o  keep t h e  i n f i l t r a t o r  V C ' s  from coming 
i n s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I guess .  I t  looks  l i k e  t h e  fence  t h a t  
we used t o  b u i l d  around t h e  LZ. 

Q Who b u i l t  t h e  fence?  

A. American s o l d i e r s .  

Q = By gosh,  you a r e  r i g h t .  I t  looks  l i k e  a con-
c e r t i n a - t y p e  fence .  Did you f i n d  t h i s  t y p e - - l e t ' s  keep i n  
mind t h a t  t h i s  was i n  My La i  ( 4 ) .  Th is  was b u i l t  by U.S. 
t r o o p s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did t h e  Vietnamese b u i l d  t h i s  t y p e  fence? Did 
you s e e  them b u i l d  t h i s  t ype  fence?  

A .  No. 

Q . Where do you t h i n k  t h i s  fence came from? 

A. T h a t ' s  why I asked you i f  a l l  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  were 
taken i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  , because t h a t  p i c t u r e  looks  f a m i l i a r  t o  
a l o t  of  p l a c e s  t h a t  I was i n  Vietnam. 
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Q T h a t ' s  a d e f e n s i v e  o b s t a c l e .  Did you see a f ence  
l i k e  t h a t  i n  My' L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q. Did you see a fence  l i k e  t h i s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  MY ~ a i( a ) ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  you can see abou t  t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

A. Th i s  l ooks  l i k e  a l o t  o f  t h e  p l a c e s  where w e  would 
go,  and a r t i l l e r y  had h i t  t h e r e  and damaged a l l  t h e  houses  
t h e r e .  

Q Do you r ecogn i ze  t h e  a r e a ?  

A .  NO, s i r .  

Q. P-10 7 ,  t h a t ' s  an a e r i a l  photograph.  What do you 
r ecogn i ze  about  t h a t ?  

A. I t  l ooks  ve ry  s i m i l a r  t o  coming down on t h e  
chopper  when w e  w e r e  go ing  t o  l a n d  somewhere around h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q It does?  Th i s  photograph i s  l ook ing  g e n e r a l l y  
from t h e  n o r t h  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  Now, i f  w e  look a t  t h i s  photo-
graph c a r e f u l l y ,  based  on what you s a i d  i n  your  t e s t i m o n y ,  
your  squad w a s  g e n e r a l l y  i n  through h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Th i s  
i s  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone,  t h i s  i s  t h e  e a s t - w e s t  l i n e .  You shou ld  
have landed r i g h t  abou t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , and you would 
have moved r i g h t  t h rough - - t h i s  may be  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  you 
w e r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  moving r i g h t  th rough .  Now, i f  you w e r e  
s e n t  o u t  t o  p i c k  up t h o s e  two weapons, you p robab ly  c a m e  
o u t  abou t  r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  somewhere. Does t h a t  
look f a m i l i a r  t o  you a t  a l l ,  keep ing  i n  mind t h a t  t h e s e  pho-
t o g r a p h s  were t a k e n  months a f t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  was a t t a c k e d ?  
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A. I remember when we came t o  t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  it 
was supposed t o  be p l a i n  ground,  something l i k e  t h i s ,  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  and a couple  of hootches .  I t  was a lmost  noth-
i n g  t o  r e a l l y  check,  and we w e r e  around h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
when w e  l e f t ,  going l e f t  t o  check t h o s e  two bod ie s  t hey  had 
k i l l e d .  

Q How about P-113? Do you recognize  t h a t  photo-
graph? 

A. J u s t  t h a t  it looks  r e a l  f a m i l i a r  from t h e  a i r ,  
l i k e  a whole l o t  of v i l l a g e s  t h a t  we went through.  

Q B u t .i t  d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  anything s p e c i f i c ,  
l i k e  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  Thi s  a r ea - - th i s  same p a r t  looks  f a m i l i a r ,  l i k e  
t h i s  ( r e f e r r i n q  t o  E x h i b i t  P-107) . 
Q You a r e  r i g h t ,  it i s ,  b u t  it was t a k e n  from a 
d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i c n ,  from t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  It i s  
from t h e  no r the rn  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  You would have prob-
ab ly  moved a c r o s s  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  
P-113) , gone ou t  h e r e  come back ,  and come o u t  r i g h t  about 
here. From what you d e s c r i b e d ,  t h a t ' s  what it sounds l i k e .  

P-1.25, do you recognize  t h a t  house? 

.A. Not. t h a t  house,  b u t  I saw s o  many of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  
burn ing  it looks  f a m i l i a r  t o  a whole l o t .  

Q But you c a n ' t  s p o t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  one? 

A .  A l l  t h e  hootches  look a lmost  t h e  same. 

Q - What about  P-126? 

A. Th i s  i s  t h e  s a m e  day. We w e r e  making foxholes  t o  
s t a y  0vernigh. t .  

Q I thought  you were supposed t o  be  i n  a graveyard? 

A. I t  was t h e  same day,  o r  t h a t  same a f t e rnoon .  I 
remember t hey  brought  h o t  chow. 

Q. Hot chow? 
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A. Yes. 

Q And t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  brought  it o u t ?  

A. R igh t .  And we had two o r  t h r e e  policemen from t h e  
Vietnamese, 

Q • What t ime  d i d  they b r i n g  t h e  chow? Was it be fo re  
o r  a f t e r  dark?  

A. I t  was b e f o r e  da rk .  

Q .  How long had you been t h e r e  by t h e  t i m e  they 
brought  t h e  chow ou t?  

A .  I t  wasn ' t t o o  long ,  about 30 minutes .  But I don ' t 
r e c a l l  whether i t  w a s  t h e  same day ,  t h e  1 6 t h ,  o r  n o t .  

Q But you d i d  e a t  h o t  chow on t h e  16 th?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

A. I r e c a l l  t h i s  guy. He was i n  t h e  p l a toon .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  h i s  l a s t  name. SMART, I b e l i e v e .  

Q Do you recognize  t h a t  a r e a ?  Could it be  SMAIL? 

A. SMAIL, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  t h a t  
you d o n ' t  have i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo? 

A. No, s i r ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t  

COL WILSON: I want t o  remind you t h a t  you should  n o t  d i s c u s s  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  and answers t h a t  w e  had 
du r ing  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  wi th  o t h e r s ,  w i th  t h e  excep t ion  of 
t h e  warning t h a t  Colonel  MILLER gave you, t h a t  you can d i s -
cus s  i t  wi th  t h e  Congress o r  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body convened 
f o r  t h e  purpose of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  o r  i n  accordance w i t h  any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you may r e c e i v e  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge. 
Other t han  t h a t ,  t h i s  w i l l  t e rmina t e  your i n t e r v i e w  h e r e .  
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Major APICI may want t o  ask  you some q u e s t i o n s  on w i t n e s s e s  
o u t  h e r e .  I f  he  d o e s ,  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  answer t h o s e  
b e f o r e  you d e p a r t .  

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming very  much. Thank you. 
The a e r i a l  photograph anno t a t ed  by M r .  TREVINO i s  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  the r e c o r d  as E x h i b i t  P-137.  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1210 h o u r s ,  5 January  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: TREVINO, Roy F. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 20 J a n u a r y  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Second Squad, Second 
P l a t o o n ,  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING ON THE RULES O F  LAND WARFARE. 

TREVINO d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  
on t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  PW's from MEDINA (pg .  2 6 ) .  However, 
h e  knew it was a war c r ime  f o r  s o l d i e r s  t o  m i s t r e a t  
o r  k i l l  noncombatants  (pg .  3 5 ) .  H e  a l s o  knew t h a t  i f  a 
s u s p e c t  r a n  one would s h o u t  f o r  h i m  t o  s t o p  b e f o r e  
s h o o t i n g  him (pg.  4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  it  would 
b e  h e l p f u l  f o r  s o l d i e r s  t o  be t a u g h t  i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  
t h a t  it i s  i l l e g a l  t o  k i l l  noncombatants ,  even i f  o r d e r e d  
t o  do s o  (pg .  3 8 ) .  He op ined  f u r t h e r  t h a t  s o l d i e r s  s h o u l d  
b e  a b l e  t o  c i t e  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  r e g u l a t i o n  when r e f u s i n g  
o r d e r s  t o  k i l l  noncombatants  (pg .  40) . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  may have a t t e n d e d  a memorial s e r v i c e  
p r i o r  t o  M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g  a t  LZ ~ o t t i eon t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
o f  t h e  1 5 t h ,  b u t  he d i d  ' n o t  r e c a l l  i t  ( p g s .  3 ,  4 )  . MEDINA 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  were go ing  i n t o  a VC i n f e s t e d  v i l l a g e  
i n  which everyone  was e i t h e r  a VC o r  a VC s y m p a t h i z e r  
and t h a t  t h e y  were t o  k i l l  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  it ( p g s .  4 ,  5 ) .  
They w e r e  t o  d e s t r o y  an imals  and food  s u p p l i e s ,  but he  
c o u l d  r e c a l l  n o t h i n g  b e i n g  s a i d  a b o u t  b u r n i n g  hoo tches  
(pg .  4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember MEDINA s a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was 
an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  even w i t h  t h e  VC (pg .  6 ) .  A s  t h e  
w i t n e s s  u n d e r s t o o d  it t h e y  were n o t  t o  k i l l  e v e r y  l i v i n g  
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person i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  only  t hose  who r a n  a s  t h e s e  
people  w e r e  t o  be  cons idered  VC (pg.  8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c o l l e c t  MEDINA t e l l i n g  t h e  men t o  f i r e  a s  t hey  moved 
i n  o r  t o  be  a g g r e s s i v e  i n  c l o s i n g  wi th  t h e  enemy (pg. 7), 
nor  d i d  he  remember MEDINA r e v e a l i n g  t h e  sou rce  of  t h e  
o r d e r s  o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  ope ra t ion  (pg. 5 )  . The 
wi tnes s  could  n o t  r e c a l l  a  meeting of t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  
o r  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s  a f t e r  MEDINA1s b r i e f i n g  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ) .  
The men w e r e  expec t ing  f i r e  from t h e  VC and were worr ied  
about boobytraps  and mines (pg. 7 )  . Most of t h e  men 
were s c a r e d  and d i d  n o t  want t o  go on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  6 ) .  
The men unders tood t h e i r  miss ion as k i l l i n g  eve ry th ing  
(pg.  7 ) .  Tne w i tnes s  opined t h a t  what occur red  a t  My Lai 
on t h e  1 6 t h  was due t o  t h e  o r d e r s  g iven  by MEDINA (pg.  3 2 ) .  

3 .  ASSAULT ON MY L A 1  . 
a .  IJiovement t h roush  MY La i .  

Tne wi tnes s  a r r i v e d  on t h e  second l i f t  (pg . 7 )  . 
A f t e r  t hey  g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s t h e  p l a toon  g o t  on 
l i n e  and began f i r i n g  t h e i r  weapons (pg. 9 )  . They s h o t  
s i x  o r  seven people  who were s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  (pg.  8 ) .  
A s  they moved along t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  he heard  f i r i n g  
from t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  a r e a  (pg.  9 )  . H e  observed t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  s o l d i e r s  guarding about 1 0  people  whom he l a t e r  saw 
dead (pg.  1 0 )  . They moved approximately halfway i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg.  11). 

b .  Act ions  i n  Binh Tav. 

(1) Recovery of VC weapons. 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  11e saw two h e l i c o p t e r s  over-
head and t h e  p l a toon  went t o  p ick  up two VC weapons (pgs .  
1 2 5 . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  an o r d e r  t o  
p i ck  up t h e  VC weapons (pg.  11). The o t h e r  TREVINO and 
BROOKS searched  t h e  VC bodies  which t h e  p l a toon  l o c a t e d ,  
and BROOKS h e l d  a weapon over  h i s  head (pgs .  1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  The 
weapons were s ecu red  c l o s e  t o  Binh Tay which they  e n t e r e d  
from t h e  s o u t h  ipgs.  1 7 ,  i8). 

( 2 )  Movement i n  Binh Tay. -
On reach ing  Binh Tay he was given two VC 
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s u s p e c t s  t o  guard and t h e s e  persons  moved i n  f r o n t  o f  him 
t o  l o c a t e  mines (pg. 1 8 ) .  M i s  g e n e r a l  r o u t e  was n o r t h  
t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and then  sou th  aga in  (pg. 2 1 ) .  
He saw f i v e  o r  s i x  dead young women and c h i l d r e n  c l o s e  t o  
a p a t h ,  who appeared t o  have been k i l l e d  by M - 1 6  f i r e  
(pgs .  1 3 ,  1 4 )  . These were t h e  on ly  bodies  he saw i n  
Binh Tay (pg. 2 1 ) .  A s  they  moved t h e  squads became i n t e r -  
mixed (pg.  2 2 ) .  TREVINO d i d  n o t  remember i f  hootches  
i n  Binh Tay were h r n e d  (pg. 1 9 ) .  He heard  of rapes  
i nvo lv ing  men of  o t h e r  squads ,  b u t  HODGES w a s  n o t  i n -
c luded (pg.  1 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  BROOKS g e t  angry a t  
anyone w h i l e  they were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg . 2 2 )  . H e  d i d  
n o t  remember a cease  f i r e  o r d e r ,  b u t  t h e  shoo t ing  seemed 
t o  s t o p  as they  moved back toward My Lai  (pg.  23) . He 
could n o t  remember i f  t h i s  happened wh i l e  t hey  were s t i l l  
i n  Binh Tay, b u t  he d i d  remember r e l e a s i n g  a group of  
v i l l a g e r s  they had rounded up. They r e l e a s e d  t h e s e  people  
du r ing  t h e i r  movement back t o  My Lai  (pgs .  15 ,  22) . A s  
they  r e t u r n e d  they f i r e d  a t  a Vietnamese who was 
running i n  a r i c e  paddy (pg. 15 )  . 

c .  Act ions  l a t e r  t h a t  day. 

When t h e  p l a toon  r e t u r n e d  t o  My ~ a i  they burned 
some hootches  (pg. 15)  . A£t e r  t hey  l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  
they moved through My Lai  ( 6 )  which they  burned (pgs .  27, 
2 8 ) .  There were no i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  My Lai  (6) (pg.  2 8 ) .  
H e  thought  t hey  l aage red  on t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 2 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  be ing  i n  a 
g raveyard ,  no r  could h e  remember a l ink-up wi th  ~ / 4 / 3  
(pg.  2 7 ) .  H e  saw Nat iona l  P o l i c e  q u e s t i o n  some s u s p e c t s ,  

b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  know o f  s u s p e c t s  be ing  s h o t  o r  f i n g e r s  be ing  
c u t  o f f  (pgs .  27, 2 8 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  hea r ing  t h a t  t h e  
company c a p t u r e d  two VC and a VC nu r se  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  b u t  
he thought  h e  had been medevac'd by t h a t  t i m e  (pg. 2 9 ) .  
A f t e r  he s tepped  on t h e  mine he was r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s  (pg.  31) . 
4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  never  spoke t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  
(pg. 32) . 
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5.  OTHER INFORMAT I ON. 

a .  E v e n t s  obse rved  by TREVINO. 

The w i t n e s s  k e p t  p r e t t y  much t o  h i m s e l f  d u r i n g  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and d i d  n o t  pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  what  was 
happening (pg.  2 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see BERNHARDT o r  WRIGHT 
k i l l  anyone ( p g s .  2 4 ,  25) . The w i t n e s s  saw no h e l i c o p t e r s  
l a n d  t h a t  d a y ,  and he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e y  had any v i s i t i n g  
o f f i c e r s  ( p g s .  2 5 ,  2 6 ) . H e  d i d  n o t  remember who i n  
h i s  p l a t o o n  k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  3 3 ) .  

b .  . M i s c e l l a n e o u s .  

(1) The v , l t n e s s  t h o u g h t  MEDINA was a  good 
o f f i c e r  and l e a d e r  (pg. 26) . 

( 2 )  FIe 11e~ird n o t h i n g  a b o u t  a s i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t  
o c c u r r i n g  i n  H/4/3 's  A 0  !p3. 3 5 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  was reconvened a t  0 9 2 0  h o u r s ,  20 
J a n u a r l - 197 0 .  ) 

MR LEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The f o l l o w i n g  named p e r s o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Roy F. TREVINO.  

(PVT TREVINO was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn,  
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s  : )  

W i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g r a d e ,  S o c i a l  Se-
c u r i t y  number, b r a n c h  o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. P r i v a t e  Roy R. TREVINO, Company B ,  5 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  
6 t h  I n f a n t r y ,  1st Armored D i v i s i o n ,  F o r t  Hood, Texas .  

RCDR : What i s  your  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number? 

A. S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number 

MRWEST: Before  w e  g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s  I want t o  t e l l  
you something a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose  of  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief  of  S t a f f  f o r  t h e  purpose  
o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recom-
mendat ions  c o n c e r n i n g :  

F i r s t ,  t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  
what is  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  16 
March 1968,  and,  

Second ly ,  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o r  w i t h h o l d i n g  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  by any p e r s o n  who had a d u t y  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  
whe the r  t h e r e  w a s  any coverup o f  what happened t h e r e  t h a t  day.  

. % . .,
* -;

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  b e i n g  conducted  t o  l q o ~ ~  .- , 

i n t o  a l l  f a c t s  and c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  what happened a t  My L a i .  
For example,  w e  a r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  concerned  w i t h  anybody who 
w a s  t h e r e  who committed any c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e s  which might  be 
t r i e d  by c o u r t - m a r t i a l .  
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W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have reviewed 
p r i o r  s t a t emen t s  made by va r ious  people  which have been ob-
t a i n e d  from o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  A s  
f a r  a s  I know you have n o t  made any s t a t emen t s  t o  anybody. 

Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  A ver-
bat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t a p e  r eco rd ing  i s  be ing  
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im n o t e s  be ing  t aken  by t h e  r e -
p o r t e r .  

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of o u r  r e p o r t  w i l l  b e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  tes t imony o r  p a r t s  of it 
may l a t e r  become a  ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  w i t -
nesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance o f  
o f f i c i a l  duty  and a s  you may be r equ i r ed  t o  do b e f o r e  a com-
p e t e n t  j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. For ex-
ample, t h e r e  i s  a subcommittee of t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  
Committee which has  been looking  i n t o  t h i s  ca se .  You a r e  
f r e e  t o  g ive  them your tes t imony.  

Have you r ece ived  an o r d e r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  cou r t -mar t i a l  ca se  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. 
Cal ley? O r  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Mi t che l l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I have no papers .  

QI Was your assignment on 16 March 1968,  C/1/20? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What p la toon  were you i n ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was t h e  2d. I d o n ' t  remember it t o o  
good. 

Q Who was your p la toon  l e a d e r ?  

L ieu tenan t  BROOKS, second l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q - Lieu tenan t  BROOKS was t h e  p la toon  l e a d e r  of t h e  
2d Pla toon of  C/1 /20  on 16 March 1968? 
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A. Y e s .  

Q You w e r e  a sked  t o  come h e r e ,  P r i v a t e  T R E V I N O ,  be-
c a u s e  t h e  r e c o r d s  show t h a t  you w e r e  a member o f  C h a r l i e  Com-
pany a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  company made a combat a s s a u l t  on My L a i  
(4), on t h e  morning o f  16 March 1968.  We had no o t h e r  i n f o r -
mat ion  abou t  you. The members  o f  your  p l a t o o n  d i d n ' t  know 
whe the r  you were p r e s e n t  t h a t  day ,  o r  took  p a r t  i n  t h e  opera -
t i o n .  I t h o u g h t  you may have  some i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  may assist 
u s  i n  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Tha t  i s  why w e  a sked  you t o  come i n .  
Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir.  

Q - Can you t e l l  m e  when you f i r s t  h e a r d  o f  t h e  p l a n  
t o  a s s a u l t  on  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember when it was. 

W e l l ,  c o u l d  it have been t h e  day b e f o r e ,  on t h e  

A. R i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember a b r i e f i n g  t h a t  C a p t a i n  MEDINA 
gave t o  t h e  company on t h e  1 5 t h ?  

A. I remember most o f  i t ,  b u t  n o t  a l l  o f  it. 

Q - I t  w a s  on LZ D o t t i e  and l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Before  w e  g e t  i n t o  t h a t ,  whose squad w e r e  you i n ?  

A. S e r g e a n t  SCHIEL. 

Q Second squad ,  was i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  i t  was. 

Q - S e r g e a n t  HODGES had t h e  f i r s t  squad?  

A .  Y e s .  
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Q.  And S e r g e a n t  S C H I E L  had t h e  second squad?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you remember a memorial s e r v i c e  b e i n g  conducted  
f o r  some men o f  t h e  company who had been k i l l e d  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  
t h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  C a p t a i n  M E D I N A  had.  

A. I h e a r d  something t h a t  t h e r e  was a b o u t  some of  t h e  
men who g o t  k i l l e d  i n  a m i n e f i e l d  o r  by booby t r a p s .  

Q Do you remember a t t e n d i n g  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e s  
conducted  by Chap la in  COOPER, I t h i n k ?  

A. I may h a v e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- Would you t e l l  us a s  b e s t  you can r e c a l l  what  Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  company a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  W e l l ,  something l i k e  t h a t  we a r e  g o i n g  t o - - l i k e  a 
VC i n f e s t e d  a r e a  where t h e  v i l l a g e  was r e p o r t e d  VC and f o r  u s  
t o  b e  c a r e f u l  a n d ,  you know, i t ' s  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  m i s -
s i o n .  W e  a r e  t o  b e  c a r e f u l  w i t h  booby t r a p s ,  and mines ,  and 
s n i p e r  f i r e  and a l l  t h a t ,  and h e  s a i d  something l i k e ,  when w e  
go i n t o  a v i l l a g e  t o  k i l l  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  i t ,  l i k e  a n i m a l s  and 
a l l  o f  t h e i r  s u p p l i e s  t h a t  t h e y  gave t o  t h e  Vietnamese,  you 
know, l i k e  b u r n i n g  t h e  r i c e .  

Q How a b o u t  t h e  houses  and h o o t c h e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  he s a i d  t o  b u r n  t h e  houses  o r  
hoo tches  , b u t  w e  burned  them anyway. 

Q* What a b o u t  t h e  p e o p l e  you found t h e r e ?  

A. What do  you mean? 

A. What w e r e  t h e  o r d e r s  abou t  t h e  p e o p l e ?  What was 
t h e  company t o  d o  when t h e y  r a n ?  

A. I f  t h e y  r a n  when you t o l d  them t o  s t o p  and i f  t h e y  
d i d n ' t ,  you a r e  t o  s h o o t  them. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  d i d  he s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  k i n d  of 
peop le  y o u ' d  e x p e c t  t o  f i n d  t h e r e ?  
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A. What do  you mean, s i r .  

Q - Did h e  t a l k  abou t  whether  t h e s e  would be  VC,  o r  VC 
s y m p a t h i z e r s ,  o r  noncombatants ,  o r  women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. VC s y m p a t h i z e r s .  

Q Had t h e  company been on a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  m i s -
s i o n  b e f o r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q What was your  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  what a s e a r c h  and 
d e s t r o y  m i s s i o n  was? 

A. To s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  e v e r y t h i n g ,  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  
is  i n  it. 

Q. Leve l  t h e  p l a c e ?  

A. R i g h t ,  s i r .  Tha t  i s  t h e  way t h e y  t a u g h t  u s  i n  
b a s i c  and A I T .  

Q Did C a p t a i n  MEDINA i n d i c a t e  how l o n g  t h i s  m i s s i o n  
was t o  l a s t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he s a i d  how l o n g  i t  
would l a s t  o r  n o t .  

Q - Do you remember him s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  h i g h e r
h e a d q u a r t e r s  and t h e  s o u r c e  o f  o r d e r s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember him s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  
b u t  when he  t e l l s  you a n y t h i n g  you g e t  it from h i g h e r  t h a n  
him, I know. 

Q - Yoy d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him g e t t i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  from 
h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o r  b r i g a d e  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q I know, i t ' s  been a lmos t  2 y e a r s .  Do you remember 
whe the r  t h e r e  was a mee t ing  of  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  and p l a t o o n  
s e r g e a n t s  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS o r  S e r g e a n t  BUCIIANON o r  Se r -
g e a n t  SCHIEL g i v e  you any f u r t h e r  b r i e f i n g  a f t e r  C a p t a i n  
MEDINA' s b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whe the r  t h e y  d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q - How d i d  t h e  men o f  t h e  company f e e l  a f t e r  t h e y  g o t
t h e i r  o rde r s - - they  w e r e  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  i n  t h e  bunkers  and 
g e t t i n g  ready  t o  go o u t  on t h i s  m i s s i o n  e a r l y  t h e  n e x t  morning? 

A. W e  j u s t  w a i t e d  u n t i l  w e  g o t  t h e r e  t o  see what  was 
go ing  t o  happen.  

Q - Were t h e y  a p p r e h e n s i v e ?  Were t h e y  e a g e r  o r  a f r a i d ?  

A. What do  you mean by apprehens ive?  

Q. Were t h e y  s c a r e d ?  

A. Most o f  them w e r e ,  and most o f  them d i d n ' t  want t o  
go 

Q - That  i s  what I a m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t .  O t h e r  p e o p l e  
have t o l d  u s  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company had been 
t a k i n g  a l o t  of  c a u s a l t i e s  from t h e  VC,  from s n i p e r s ,  from 
booby t r a p s ;  and from mines .  And t h e y  had n o t  been a b l e  t o  
come t o  g r i p s .  w i t h  C h a r l i e ;  r e a l l y  a l o t  o f  f e e l i n g s  had b u i l t  
up, because  o f  t h i s .  

Did C a p t a i n  Medina s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  g o i n g  
t o  be a chance  f o r  t h e  company t o  g e t  even w i t h  t h e  VC, w i t h  
t h a t  o u t f i t  t h a t  was i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q You don ' t remember? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q- What was t h e  g e n e r a l  i m p r e s s i o n ,  among t h e  members 
o f  your  squad now, a s  t o  what t h e  o r d e r s  meant? What was 
supposed t o  happen t h e  n e x t  day when you went i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  
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e 
A. W e l l ,  w e  were e x p e c t i n g  t o  g e t  f i r e d  a t  by VC and 
w e  were w o r r i e d  abou t  booby t r a p s  and mines .  

Q What d i d  t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  their m i s s i o n  t o  be? 
What was t h e  g e n e r a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t ?  

A. T o  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  k i l l  e v e r y t h i n g .  

Q- Was t h e r e  any t a l k  from C a p t a i n  MEDINA o r  anybody 
else a b o u t  moving i n  and f i r i n g  a s  you moved, and keep ing  up 
a volume of  f i r e  and b e i n g  a g g e s s i v e ?  And o f  c l o s i n g  w i t h  t h e  
enemy, and n o t  l e t t i n g  them b r e a k  away o r  l o s e '  c o n t a c t ?  Do 
you remember a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  b u t  when I came i n  on 
my l i f t  t h e r e  w e r e  p e o p l e  a l r e a d y  f i r i n g .  

Q. What l i f t  w e r e  you i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q You w e r e  n o t  t h e  f i r s t  lift? 

A. N O ,  - s i r .  

Q. Anything s a i d  abou t  b e i n g  a g g r e s s i v e - - t o  p i c k  up 
weapons? There  had been  some c o m p l a i n t  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  because  
I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  VC had been k i l l e d ,  b u t  t h e  weapons n o t  
r e c o v e r e d ,  d o  you remember t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  There  were two VC b o d i e s  and w e  p i c k e d  
up t h e  weapons t h e y  had .  

COL FRANKLIN: What d o  you mean by " k i l l  e v e r y t h i n g " ?  

A. Just l i k e  i t  s a i d ,  e v e r y t h i n g .  

Q - E v e r y t h i n g  l i v i n g ,  even t h e  p e o p l e ?  

PA. Y e s ,  b u t  most o f  u s  d i d n ' t  do i t ,  b e c a u s e  m o s t  
o f  us  were s c a r e d  t o  do--
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  MEDINA t o l d  you t o  k i l l  everybody.  
Was t h a t  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  when t h e y  went  i n t o  My ' ~ a i( 4 ) ?  
They w e r e  t o  k i l l  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e r e  from c h i c k e n s  t o  p e o p l e ?  

A. T h a t  i s  t h e  way I h a d  i t  i n  my mind,  b u t  when I 
went  t h r o u g h  t h e r e  I w a s  a f r a i d  t o  s h o o t  anybody. 

Q. Did anybody t a l k  a b o u t  it t h a t  n i g h t ?  Going i n  
t h e r e  and k i l l i n g  e v e r y t h i n g ,  l i k e  t h e y  were  s o r t  o f  s u r p r i s e d  
o f  t h a t  o r d e r ?  Did you e v e r  g e t  an o r d e r  l i k e  t h a t  b e f o r e  o r  
a f t e r  t h a t  t o  k i l l  e v e r y t h i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  n o t  f rom C a p t a i n  M E D I N A .  Not any  o r d e r  l i k e  
t h a t  b e f o r e .  

Q - Did you e v e r  g e t  t h a t  o r d e r  from anybody? 

, A. NO,  s i r .  
,-

Q B u t ,  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  i t  was t o  k i l l  e v e r y -
t h i n g  a n d  you u n d e r s t o o d  i t .  T h i s  w a s  i n  y o u r  mind and eve ry -
body e l s e ' s - - t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  moving o r  a l i v e ,  and  
b a b i e s  o r  a woman, you were  supposed  t o  k i l l  i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  To m e  t h a t  i s  what  it mean t ,  b u t  most 
o f  t h e  p e o p l e - - i t  was--I f i g u r e d  t h a t  h e  meant l i k e - - o k a y ,  
you g o  i n  t h e r e  and  i f  t h e y  r u n  away from you and t h e n  d o n ' t  
s t o p ,  s h o o t  them. There  i s  n o t h i n g  you can  d o ,  b e c a u s e  h e  
i s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a VC t h e r e ,  b e c a u s e  he  i s  r u n n i n g  and i f  h e  
d o n ' t  want  t o  g e t  s t o p p e d  and q u e s t i o n e d ,  he  i s  a VC t h e y  w i l l  
t u r n  him i n  anyway. 

(The w i t n e s s  w a s  o r i e n t e d  on t h e  a e r i a l  p h o t o  
( E x h i b i t  P-1) by M r .  WEST.) 

MR WEST: W e  h a d  o t h e r  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  1st moving i n  t h e  
w e s t  t o  t h e  2d P l a t o o n ' s  s e c t o r  t h e n  came a c r o s s  s i x  o r  s e v e n  
p e o p l e  o u t  i n  t h e s e  f i e l d s  and t h e y  w e r e  s h o t .  Do you r e c a l l  
t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  b e c a u s e  I went  o v e r  t o  one  o f  them t h a t  
was s h o t .  

Q. Would you t e l l  u s  what  y o u r  p l a t o o n  d i d  a f t e r  you 
g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and moved i n t o  t h e  h a m l e t ?  

(TREVINO) 8 APP T-185 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. A f t e r  we g o t  o u t  w c  g o t  on l i n c ,  because  t h e r c  
w e r e  peop le  down t h e r c  f i r i n g  t h e i r  weapons . We s t a r t e d  moving 
o u t  and t h e y  s a i d  we were g e t t i n g  s h o t  a t  and w e  h i d  beh ind  onc 
o f  t h e s e  d i k e s .  

Q Northwest  s f  t h e  hamlet? 

A. And t h e r e  was one Vietnamese t h a t  w e  s h o t  r i g h t  
t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q - I n d i c a t i n g  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  t r e e l i n e  o f  My La i  ( 4 ) .  

A. 
t h e  edge  
and some 
were s t i  

When you s t a r t  go ing  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and r i g h t  on 
o f  it. And a f t e r  t h a t  I went th rough  some c o r n f i e l d  
o f  t h e  p e o p l e  went th rough  t h e  c o r n f i e l d ,  and t h e y  

11 f i r i n g  i n  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - Somebody was ahead of  you? 

A. W e  went on l i n e  th rough  t h e r e .  I was p r a c t i c a l l y  
i n  t h e  middle  o f  t h e  c o r n f i e l d .  

Q Did you h e a r  f i r i n g  o f f  from t h e  r i g h t  where t h e  
1st P l a t o o n  was? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  When w e  g o t  o f f  o f  t h e  chopper  t h e r e  
w a s  n o t h i n g  b u t  f i r i n g .  

Q Did your  squad s t a y  p r e t t y  w e l l  t o g e t h e r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. S e r g e a n t  SCHIEL was i n  c h a r g e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q.  A l l  r i g h t ,  j u s t  t e l l  m e  what happened? 

A. From what I remember, it was j u s t  t h a t  I - -we went 
th rough  t h i s  c o r n f i e l d  h e r e  and w e  g o t  o u t .  We w e r e  coming 
down one s i d e  o f  i t ,  p a t r o l l i n g  i t ,  and I was go ing  th rough  
t h e  rice paddy h e r e  and--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n d i c a t i n g  a r i c e  paddy i n  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Okay. 
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A. And, w e l l ,  everybody else i n  o u r  squad was s t i l l  
on l i n e  go ing  through h e r e  l i k e  t h i s ,  and t h e y  s a i d  s h o o t  t h e  
animals .  W e  were s h o o t i n g  ducks and I don ' t remember what 
everybody--and I was s h o o t i n g  a t  a duck and s t i l l  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  
him. 

Q What about  t h e  people?  

A.  What do you mean t h e  people?  

Q- Do you know what happened t o  t h e  peop le?  

A. No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t  pay t o o  much a t t e n t i o n .  I was 
t o o  busy s h o o t i n g  a t  t h a t  duck,  and I d o n ' t  remember t o o  much 
about  going through t h e r e .  I was on ly  once where w e  went i n -
s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  and I saw 3 o r  4 people  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e ,  
and I thought  t h e y  w e r e  guard ing  approx imate ly  10 peop l e ,  men 
and women. I w a s  walking through t h e r e  and I a l l  of  a sudden 
t u r n e d  around,  and when I t u r n e d  around t h e y  w e r e  down. 

Q a  Do you remember ROSCHEVITZ? 

A. ROSCHEVITZ? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. Y e s .  

a =  Was he f i r i n g  a t  t h e  peop le?  

A. I was nowhere n e a r  ROSCHEVITZ. 

Q- You w e r e  n o t  invo lved  t h e r e  t hen?  

A. Once i n  a w h i l e  I ' d  see everybody. 

Q H e  was i n  HODGES' squad a c t u a l l y ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q= Could you i n d i c a t e  on t h e  photograph ( E x h i b i t  P-1) 
j u s t  abou t  where t h i s  group of  peop le  was, t h a t  was s h o t ?  Do 
you have any i d e a ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  have t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i d e a .  

Q - How l o n g  had you been i n ,  by t h a t  t i m e ?  Was it 
very  f a r  i n ?  

A. Not t o o  f a r  i n .  J u s t  abou t  a f t e r  we g o t  o u t  of  
t h e  r i c e  paddy.  

Q Is t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  s t i c k i n g  i n  y o u r  mind? 

A. No, s i r .  I c a n ' t  remember h a r d l y  anybody g e t t i n g  
s h o t  a t  when I went  th rough  t h e r e .  And I wanted t o  g e t  o u t  
o f  it, b e c a u s e  when w e  went i n  w e  went  t o  some o t h e r  l i t t l e  
v i l l a g e s .  

Q. Y e s ,  I ' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t  i n  a minu te .  Do you r e m e m -
ber how f a r  you went i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  b e f o r e  you went  up t o  
p i c k  up t h e  two VC weapons? Did you go a l l  t h e  way t h r o u g h  
o r  ha l fway? 

A. Approximately ha l fway ,  because  t h e r e  was a v i l l a g e  
r i g h t  t h e r e  c l o s e  t o  i t ,  where t h e y  s a i d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  w e r e  
c i r c l i n g  around.  

Q Do you remember how you r e c e i v e d  t h e  o r d e r s  t o  go
p i c k  up t h e  two VC weapons? 

A.  No, s i r .  

Q I t  came t o  you from S e r g e a n t  SCHIEL, maybe? 

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember who t o l d  us t o  go g e t  them. 
They s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e  two VC down t h e r e  and a u t o m a t i c a l l y ,  w e  
went down t h e r e .  

Q • W e  have  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  whole p l a t o o n  moved up. 

A. T h a t  i s  r i g h t .  

Q And t h e  f i r s t  squad was i n  t h e  l e a d  w i t h  BUNNING 
g o i n g  ahead and L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS was r i g h t  b e h i n d  them, and 
t h e  o t h e r s  s t r u n g  o u t .  Does t h i s  f i t  i n  w i t h  y o u r  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I t  was something l i k e  t h a t ,  because  t h e  o t h e r  
TREVINO w a s  close t o  L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS, when h e  p i c k e d  up t h e  
weapons. 
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Q - Is t h a t  Fernando? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- Okay, do  you remember s e e i n g  t h e  gunsh ips  over -
head? 

A. Y e s .  

Q The h e l i c o p t e r  overhead?  

(Witness  nodded h i s  head i n  t h e  a£f i r m a t i v e .  ) 

What d i d  t h e  p l a t o o n  do a f t e r  t h a t ,  now? 

A. A f t e r  t h a t  we went  t o  t h i s  o t h e r  v i l l a g e .  

Q: Now, I ' l l  d i r e c t  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  
subhamlet  o v e r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t h a t  i s  d i r e c t l y  n o r t h  o f  
t h e  n ~ r t h w e s tc o r n e r  o f  My L a i  ( 4 1 ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  p l a c e  where 
t h e  p l a t o o n  went .  T h i s  i s  c a l l e d  Binh Tay, and t h i s  i s  a l i t t l e  
subhamlet ,  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Can you t e l l  us what t h e  p l a t o o n  d i d ,  
o r  t h e  squad d i d  when you g o t  t o  t h a t  l i t t l e  subhamlet?  

A. I d o n ' t  know which p a r t  it was i n .  W e  went  th rough  
t h e r e  and I went somewhere around t h i s  way. I had  some V i e t -
namese, s u s p e c t e d  VC, one o r  two of them. I was g u a r d i n g  them 
w h i l e  everybody else went th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  and most o f  them 
s t a r t e d  f i r i n g .  And t h e n  I s t a r t e d  moving up t h i s  way t o o  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q- Righ t  th rough  t h e  c e n t e r ?  

A. Not e x a c t l y  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  b u t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s i d e .  
I t  w a s  a wide open p l a c e  and I b r o u g h t  them up t o  h e r e ,  and 
w e  made a U-turn, coming back toward t h i s  v i l l a g e  h e r e  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g ) .  There  w e r e  peop le  dead i n  t h e r e  and I had my two 
p r i s o n e r s  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f ,  and a f t e r  t h a t  I don ' t know what  
t h e y  d i d  w i t h  t h o s e  two p r i s o n e r s .  I gave them t o  somebody 
else and t h e y  took  them, b u t  I don ' t 'remember what happened 
t o  them a f t e r  t h a t .  

a .  Did you see a n y t h i n g  o f  S e r g e a n t  BUCHANON t h a t  day?  
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A. I o n l y  saw him once i n  a w h i l e ,  because  w e  w e r e  on 
t h i s  s i d e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and he would be  c l o s e  t o  t h e  p l a -
toon  most o f  t h e  t i m e .  

Q e Where w e r e  t h e s e  dead p e o p l e  you mentioned? 

A. Some p l a c e  c l o s e  t o  some p a t h .  Some p l a c e  i n  t h e  
middle .  I t  was r i g h t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  some p l a c e .  I d o n t t  re-
member e x a c t l y  where. 

Q - Can you d e s c r i b e  what you saw? 

A. They w e r e  j u s t  l a y i n g  t h e r e ,  s h o t .  

Q - About how many? 

A. F i v e  o r  s i x .  W e  l e t  some o f  them go ,  t h a t  was 
a l r e a d y  i n  t h e r e .  

Q.  W e  have  had a good b i t  o f  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a group
of p e r h a p s  1 5  o r  16 w e r e  k i l l e d  by f i v e  members o f  t h e  p l a -
toon .  Th ink ing  back now, c o u l d  it have  been t h a t  many t h a t  
you saw? 

A. I t  may have  b e e n ,  b u t  when I went th rough  t h e r e  I 
j u s t  walked th rough  t h e r e  and I took a q u i c k  g l a n c e  and k e p t  
on wa lk ing .  

Q What w e r e  t h e i r  ages  and s e x e s ?  

A. They were women. 

Q - O l d  o r  young? 

A. Mostly p r e t t y  young. 

Q *  Any c h i l d r e n ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q - Did anybody t e l l  you how t h e y  w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. I h e a r d  somebody s a y  I t h i n k  i t  was ROSCHEVITZ,  
t h a t  t h o s e  c a n i s t e r  r aunds  t h a t  t h e y  had f o r  M-79 w e r e  t o o  
t h i n ,  b e c a u s e  h e  s a i d  he  f i r e d  and n o t h i n g  happened.  
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Q.  Did h e  s a y  how t h e y  w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, s i r .  Most o f  them looked  l i k e  t h e y  w e r e  s h o t .  
YOU know how an M-16 when it h i t s  you,  i t  comes o u t  i n  a b i g  
h o l e .  

Q - Did you a t  anytime h e a r  an o r d e r  come down t o  s t o p
t h e  s h o o t i n g ,  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. They s a i d  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  came 
back h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  W e  w e r e  someplace r i g h t  h e r e  on t h e  
s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  h e r e .  A f t e r  w e  came back from h e r e ,  w e  
came back t o  t h e r e  a g a i n .  And we s t a r t e d  b u r n i n g  t h e  h o o t c h e s  
i n  t h e r e  and w e  came back o u t  and l i n e d  up on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  
one o f  t h e s e  s i d e s  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  The CO was some-
where b e h i n d  u s  and w e  were s i t t i n g  t h e r e  e a t i n g  o u r  chow. 

Q I n d i c a t i n g  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
L e t ' s  go back t o  Binh Tay f o r  a l i t t l e  b i t .  Think b a c k ,  P r i -
v a t e  TREVINO, and see i f  you can  remember whe the r  t h e  o r d e r  
t o  s t o p  s h o o t i n g  2nd s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  came w h i l e  you w e r e  
s t i l l  i n  Binh Tay. 

A .  Binh Tay? 

Q* Y e s .  I ' l l  ask  you something e l se ,  do you remember 
a f t e r  t h i s ,  b e f o r e  you l e f t  Binh Tay, a bunch o f  Vietnamese 
p e o p l e  maybe 4 0  o r  50 b e i n g  rounded up and t u r n e d  l o o s e ?  

A. R i g h t ,  w e  had some from t h i s  o t h e r  v i l l a g e .  

Q You remember t h a t ,  abou t  4 0  o r  50 peop le  b e i n g
t u r n e d  l o o s e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was 4 0  o r  50 ,  b u t  w e  l e t  them 
go 

Q Which way d i d  t h e y  l e a v e ?  

A. T h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - I n d i c a t i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t .  

W e  have  had some e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  
t h e  k i l l i n g  came r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h i s .  
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A. Before  w e  l e t  them go? 

Q. Y e s ,  because  a f t e r  t h a t  t h e  peop le  d i d n ' t  k i l l  
anybody . 
A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  o r d e r s  coming w h i l e  you were 
a t  Binh Tay? 

A. No, s i r ,  b u t  t hey  j u s t  s t a r t e d  rounding them up 
and j u s t  l e t  them go. 

Q - Nobody e x p l a i n e d  i t  t o  you a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q - L e t ' s  go  back down--you s a i d  t h e  p l a t o o n  went 
on back down t o  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  and what happened t h e r e ?  

A. W e  burned some hootches  and mos t ly  everybody w a s  
a l r e a d y  k i l l e d  and s h o t .  W e  went through t h e r e  and t h e y  s a i d  
t o  burn t h e  hoo t ches ,  and Sergean t  HODGES was someplace c l o s e  
t o  t h e  edge h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I t  was some p l a c e  c l o s e  t o  
t h e r e  where w e  saw some Vietnamese runn ing  t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

To t h e  west?  

And w e  took a s h o t  a t  them. 

Q Was he  o u t  i n  t h e  r ice paddy? 

A. Y e s ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  i f  t hey  h i t  him o r  missed 
him. 

Q. Where d i d  you break  f o r  chow? 

A. On t h e  s i d e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  end of  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did t h e  peop le  set  a p e r i m e t e r  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
co rne r?  

A. R igh t .  
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MR WALSH: P r i v a t e  TREVINO,  when you moved o u t  t o  s ea rch  f o r  
t h e  two VC, approximately what a r e a  were they  i n ?  Between 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  o t h e r  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you went t o ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  we were c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
o r  i n  t h e  middle,  because we j u s t  walked o u t  t h e r e .  

Q- And you mentioned t h e r e  was a  h e l i c o p t e r  hover ing 
over  them. Was i t  more than  one? 

A.  I saw a h e l i c o p t e r  c i r c l i n g  around. 

Q A h e l i c o p t e r  c i r c l i n g ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Did you s e e  t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  land i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. N o ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q Who searched  t h e  bodies  of t h e  two VC? 

A. I t h i n k  i t  was L ieu tenan t  BROOKS and TREVINO and 
somebody else was around t h e r e ,  and TREVINO picked up t h e  o t h e r  
one. 

Q =  Were they  i n  a  c e n t e r  squad i n  a format ion.  

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  how t h e  squad was. W e  
j u s t  moved up h e r e  and we spread  o u t .  

Q- Do you remember i f  you were on t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  on 
t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ,  o r  i n  t h e  middle.  

A. When I was looking  a t  them they were on t h i s  s i d e  
o f  m e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. That would have p u t  you on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  
formation? 

A. Right .  

Q- Do you remember i f  you were on t h e  f a r  l e f t  s i d e  
o r  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  c e n t e r ?  
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A. I t h i n k  it was c l o s e r  t o  t h e  c e n t e r ,  because I 
could s e e  r e a l  c l e a r .  

Q You could  s e e  Lieu tenant  BROOKS p i ck  up one of 
t h e  weapons? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS p ick  up one,  b u t  
he had a weapon and he was ho ld ing  it up i n  t h e  a i r .  

Q - About how f a r  away from him were you a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. About, maybe 150 f e e t .  

Q - A f t e r  you p icked  up t h e  weapon, d i d  you keep t h e  
same format ion and move on i n t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  i t  was t h e  same format ion o r  
no t .  I w a s  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and w e  moved up c lo -
ser t o  it. 

Q You p icked  up t h e  weapon p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Maybe p r e t t y  c l o s e .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where, 
bu t  I know w e  p icked up two weapons from up t h e r e .  

Q - Did you have t o  c r o s s  a  b r i d g e  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  
l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q When you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  what k ind  of a 
formation was t h e  p l a toon  i n ?  

A. The squad and f i r e  team. 

Q - And, your squad was on t h e  l e f t  of  t h e  format ion? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  t h e  approximate p o i n t  where your 
squad e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  photograph? 

A .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you e x a c t l y  where, b u t  it was e i t h e r  
i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  o r  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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Q I n d i c a t i n g  a p o i n t  d i r e c t l y  s o u t h  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R i g h t ,  it was abou t  r i g h t  h e r e  where w e  came o u t .  

Q Is t h a t  abou t  t h e  p o i n t  you e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  because  I cou ld  see i t  from h e r e .  
There w e r e  hoo tches  l i n e d  up some p l a c e  i n  h e r e  and it was 
l i k e  where t h e y  grow some r i c e .  W e  d i d n ' t  see any r ice.  I t  
was d r y  and from t h e r e  t h e r e  was a t ree l i n e  and t h e n  t h e  
f i e l d  come o u t .  

Q Okay, now, where d i d  you p i c k  up t h e  two VC su s -
p e c t s  t h a t  you w e r e  guard ing?  

A. They g o t  them and t h e y  gave them t o  me  someplace 
i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q .  About a t  t h e  p o i n t  you e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  from 
t h e  sou th?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Who gave them t o  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. They s a i d  we'd use  them f o r  mine 
d e t e c t o r s .  

Q Did you use  them f o r  t h a t  purpose  go ing  th rough  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q When you moved th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  w e r e  t h e  hoo tches  
s ea r ched  and burned  a s  t h e y  were s ea r ched?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e y  w e r e  s e a r ched  and I d o n ' t  remember 
i f  t hey  w e r e  burned o r  n o t .  

Q Did you see any s o l d i e r s  r ape  o r  abuse  any of  t h e  
women? 

A. No, s i r .  
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Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether  t h e  h o o t c h e s  w e r e  
burned i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  w e  burned them o r  n o t .  

Q How abou t  t h e  o t h e r  squad ,  d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  abou t  
any o f  t h e  o t h e r  squads  r a p i n g  any of  t h e  women i n  t h a t  v i l -
l a g e ?  

A. I h e a r d  abou t  i t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  names. 

Q - What d i d  you h e a r  a b o u t ?  

A. They j u s t  took and r a p e d  them and t h a t  i s  a l l ,  
and a f t e r  t h e y  r a p e d  them t h e y  s h o t  them. 

Q *  How many? 

A. I don ' t remember. 

Q - Was i t  more t h a n  one man? 

A. I g u e s s  s o .  

Q - Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  a b o u t  S e r g e a n t  HODGES? 

A. No, s i r .  H e  was i n  t h e  hootch .  

Q.  Did you see them i n  t h e  h o o t c h e s ?  

A. I went  t o  t h e  hoo tch  and I saw him s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  
and I walked o u t .  

Q Anybody else t h e r e ?  

A. There  w e r e  some o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know who 
t h e y  w e r e ,  I don ' t remember. 

Q Where w a s  t h a t  hoo tch?  

A. J u s t  a b o u t  a t  t h e  p o i n t  I e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
There  w a s  a h o o t c h  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and moved on down 
on t h i s  way. 
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Q. That  i s  j u s t  n e x t  t o  t h e  t r a i l  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  
.of t h e  t r a i l  l e a d i n g  sou th  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  w a s  t o  
t h e  w e s t  o f  t h a t  l i t t l e  t r a i l ?  

A .  Right .  

Q And, t hen  what d i r e c t i o n - - a f t e r  you w e n t  i n t o  t h e  
.hootches and you s a w  Sergeant  HODGES, what d i r e c t i o n  d i d  you 
.move? 

A. I move through t h e  hootch and on around t h e  hootch,  
checking it o u t  on t h e  s i d e ,  and went back t o  where t h e s e  peo-
p l e  w e r e .  

Q - F u r t h e r  t o  t h e  w e s t .  And, back down t o  t h e  edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  s o u t h .  

A. Right .  

Q. Where d i d  you move a f t e r  you went back down t o  
t h e  sou th  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  which way? 

A. A f t e r  I l e f t  t h a t  hootch t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

Q. Right .  

A. Th is  way. 

Q D i r e c t l y  n o r t h  through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R igh t ,  and t h a t  i s  where I saw Sergeant  HODGES 
and I w a s  over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
Q. What w a s  be ing  s h o t  there-? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  

Q.  You d i d n ' t  s e e  who w a s  do ing  t h e  shoo t ing?  

A. Right .  

Q There w a s  some shoot ing?  

' A. Y e s .  
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Q. And, a f t e r  you moved up t h e r e  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  where 
d i d  you go? 

A. W e  came back i n  t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q =  Did you go all t h e  way t o  t h e  no r the rn  end of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. bout t h i s  far ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

MR WEST: I n d i c a t i n g  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. W e  made a r i g h t  and we came back t o  t h e  p a t h  w e  
came through,  and I d o n ' t  remember whether it was t h i s  pa th  
o r  n o t ,  and w e  came toward i t ,  t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q- Did you go over  t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ' a t  
a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I went up t h e r e ,  because I never  
went up t h i s  f a r .  I j u s t  went up t h e r e  and made a U-turn and 
came on back. 

Q- And then  you r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  pa th  going down t o  
t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. L e t ' s  see. I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  it w a s  a pa th .  
That  i s  a l l  t h a t  I know. 

Q - I n  making your t r i p  from t h e  sou th  end of t h e  
v i l l a g e  and then  back down aga in ,  d i d  you see any i n d i v i d u a l  
bodies  l a y i n g  around o r  i n  hootches  t h a t  had been s h o t .  I 
mean i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  group of  bodies  t h a t  you s a w  e a r l i e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  I d i d  o r  n o t ,  sir .  

Q Any dead animals?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  I t ' s  been o v e r  2 
y e a r s ,  and I c a n ' t  remember t o o  good. 

Q. I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  A f t e r  you made t h a t  movement 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you d e s c r i b e d ,  w e r e  you n e a r  your 
squad l e a d e r ?  
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A. I d i d n ' t  see him. Maybe once i n  a w h i l e ,  and I 
had my p r i s o n e r s  and t h e r e  w e r e  two o t h e r  guys w i t h  me  and I 
d o n ' t  'remember i f  it was TREVINO o r  R O D R I G U E Z - - w a i t  a minute ,  
who was w i t h  me? I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name, b u t  somebody w a s  
w i t h  m e .  

Q. Were t h e s e  peop le  from you r  squad,  t h a t  w e r e  w i t h  
you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q *  What I a m  t r y i n g  t o  do--were t h e  squads  i n t e r -  
mixed a s  you went through t h e r e  o r  d i d  your  squad have one 
s e c t o r  and move th rough  i t ?  

A. Once i n  awhi le  w e  w e r e  mixed and once i n  awhi le  
t h e y  w e r e  mixed. 

Q - Now, as you moved back down t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  had you 
o r  o t h e r  members o f  your  squad c o l l e c t e d  peop le  o u t  of  t h e  
hoo tches  and k e p t  t h e  members t o g e t h e r  i n  a group o r  s e v e r a l  
g roups ,  moving them down? 

A. No, . I d idn ' t c o l l e c t  anybody. 

Q. Where was t h e  group c o l l e c t e d  t h a t  w a s  t o l d  t o  
go away t o  t h e  wes t?  

A. They w e r e  someplace i n  t h e  middle o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
because  t h e r e  was a bunch o f  peop le  t h e r e  and w e  j u s t  b a t t e d  
them o u t .  

Q - W a s  L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS t h e r e  when t h e y  w e r e  t o l d  t o  
go away? 

A. R igh t .  

Q- Did you see L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS g e t  angry a t  anybody
t h a t  day i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q - Can you remember any th ing  more about  your  t i m e  i n  
t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  might  be o f  h e l p  t o  us?  
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A.  Well ,  t h e r e  was t l losc two p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  I had.  
I d o n ' t  remember who I gave them t o ,  b u t  I saw them, somebody 
c h a s i n g  them away and t h e y  k e p t  runn ing  and t h e y  g o t  them, b u t  
I d o n ' t  remember who t h e y  w e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  came a p o i n t  w h i l e  you were 
i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  when a l l  o f  t h e  s h o o t i n g  s t o p p e d  a s  a r e s u l t  
o f  L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS o r  somebody else s a y i n g  t o  c e a s e - f i r e ?  

A. What d o  you mean, s i r ?  

Q Did a n  o r d e r  t o  c e a s e  f i r e  p a s s  a l o n g  t o  everybody
w h i l e  you w e r e  i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. L ike  I s a i d ,  I h a r d l y  
f i r e d  a t  anybody. 

Q O t h e r  peop le  w e r e  f i r i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. A f t e r  t h a t  everybody j u s t  g o t  q u i e t  and nobody 
else f i r e d ?  

A. And t h a t  i s  when we s t a r t e d  moving back i n  t h i s  
way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q About how l o n g  d i d  you spend i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  v i l -
l a g e  b e f o r e  you moved back down? 

A. I t  w a s  q u i t e  a w h i l e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know whe the r  
it was an hour  and a h a l f  o r  two. W e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  a w h i l e .  

Q - I t  w o u l d n ' t  have  t a k e n  2 h o u r s  t o  s e a r c h  t h a t  p l a c e .  
I t a k e  it you had  some t i m e  t o  rest a l i t t l e  b i t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  moving t h r o u g h  t h e r e .  

A. W e  t o o k  a rest once i n  a w h i l e .  

MR WEST: TREVINO,  was SCHIEL a s e r g e a n t  a t  t h e  t i m e ?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  

Q - C I D  t o o k  a s t a t e m e n t  from SCHIEL a t  F o r t  Bragg 
i n  November and a t  t h a t  t i m e  he was a c o r p o r a l .  H e  was asked 

(TREVINO) 2 3  APP T-185 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

who t h e  members o f  h i s  squad w e r e  and he  s a i d  BERNHARDT, TRE-
V I N O ,  RODRIGUEZ, FRITZ, and CROSSLEY, and he s a i d  t h a t  h i s  
squad w a s  always s h o r t  and he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i s  a l l  h e  had a t  
t h e  t i m e .  How does  t h i s  f i t  i n  w i t h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I know t h a t  FRITZ was i n  t h e  squad--and RODRIGUEZ.  
I w a s  i n  h i s  squad.  

Q I r ead  your  name, he s a i d  t h a t  you w e r e  i n  it. 

A. There  w e r e  two TREVINO' s i n  t h e  squad.  

Q- I unders tand .  I t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  TREVINO w a s  i n  
HODGES' squad,  t h e  f i r s t  squad.  

A. H e  must have been ,  b u t  he w a s  t h e r e .  H e  w a s  
p r e t t y  close t o  where I w a s  a t .  

Q. You w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  remember who w a s  w i t h  you and 
guard ing  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  and you s a i d  it w a s  somebody o u t  of 
your  squad.  

A. I t h i n k  i t  w a s  RODRIGUEZ, b u t  I d i d n ' t  g i v e  them 
t o  him. 

Q. How about  BERNHARDT? 

A. H e  used t o  s t a y  beh ind  m e  and i f  he e v e r  went i n  
f r o n t  o f  m e ,  I j u s t  k e p t  l ook ing  around,  b u t  I w a s  n o t  about  
t o  g e t  s h o t  by no s n i p e r  i f  t h e r e  w a s  anybody i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Did you see BERNHARDT s h o o t  anybody? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q - You t o l d  us a l i t t l e  ea r l ie r  abou t  s e e i n g  a group 
of peop le  s h o t  down, back i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  a f t e r  you had  been i n  
t h e r e  awhi le .  Now,  SCHIEL t o l d  t h e  CID--no, I correct t h a t ,  
it w a s  n o t  SCHIEL, b u t  it w a s  o t h e r  t e s t imony  t h a t  t h i s  group 
of  peop le  w e r e  s h o t  down by HUTSON and o t h e r  peop le  from t h e  
company. D o  you remember HUTSON be ing  t h e r e ?  

A.  "Ai rborne" ,  he  w a s  t h e r e  w i t h  us .  FLORES w a s  t h e r e .  
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Q How about  HUTTO? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  HUTTO was t h e r e  o r  n o t .  

Q - MAHR? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  him o u t  t h e r e .  I s een  him once i n  a 
w h i l e .  

Q I was t r y i n g  t o  s e e  i f  you cou ld  r e c a l l  t h e  peop le  
who s h o t  down t h i s  group of  peop le .  

A. I c a n ' t  remember who they  w e r e .  I walked r i g h t  
on by them and t h e n  t h e y  were s h o t ,  and t h e n  I k e p t  on going.  

Q Did you know WRIGHT? 

A. Big--yes, s i r .  

Q .Did you see him k i l l  an o l d  man t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r .  I k e p t  p r e t t y  w e l l  t o  mysel f .  I d i d n ' t  
pay t o o  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  what was going on.  

MR WALSH: When you saw Sergean t  HODGES i n  t h e  hoo t ch ,  what 
was he doing t h e r e ?  

A Sea rch ing  it. 

Q.  Any Vietnamese i n  t h e  hootch? 

A.  I d i d n ' t  see anybody. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  
anybody, b u t  I remember s e e i n g  Sergean t  HODGES s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  
s e a r c h i n g  it. 

Q Any o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  t h e r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember who was around t h a t  hoo tch  f o r  
s u r e ,  s i r .  

MR WEST: Tha t  morning i n  My La i  w e r e  you v i s i t e d  by an 
o f f i c e r s  from Task Force Barker ,  o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  
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Q Did you see anybody come i n  t h a t  day ,  by h e l i c o p -
t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q =  How w e l l  d i d  you know Cap t a in  MEDINA? 

A. Ever s i n c e  I went t o  h i s  company about--I  took 
b a s i c  t h e r e - - I  mean A I T .  

Q - Was t h i s  back i n  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  f o r  8 months and t h o s e  4 months I was i n  
Vietnam. 

Q- What k i n d  of  an o f f i c e r  was he?  

A. H e  was a g r e a t  o f f i c e r .  

Q Could you go ~n and e x p l a i n  t h a t  a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

A. When w e  w e r e  i n  Hawaii w e  w e r e  t r e a t e d  l i k e  s o l -
d i e r s ,  n o t  t h a t  I have any th ing  a g a i n s t  him. When w e  w e r e  i n  
Hawaii he t r e a t e d  u s  p r e t t y  good and b e f o r e  w e  l e f t  f o r  V i e t -
nam he  had a p a r t y .  H e  t r e a t e d  us  real  f a i r .  W e  u sed  t o  make 
company o f  t h e  month; w e  used t o  have  t h e  Sa tu rday  mornings 
o f f ;  and i f  w e  made t h e  b e s t  p l a t o o n  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  
w e  used  t o  have  Sa tu rday  mornings o f f .  W e  had t h e  b e s t  m e s s  
h a l l s ,  b e s t  o r d e r l y  room, b e s t  day room. 

Q H e  was a good l e a d e r ?  

A. Y e s .  I n  my o p i n i o n ,  he  was and s t i l l  i s .  

Q. Do you remember h i s  g i v i n g  t h e  company any i n -
s t r u c t i o n s  how t o  hand l e  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war and what t o  do  w i t h  
them? 

A. No, s i r ,  j u s t  t h a t  w e  had a c l a s s  showing u s  t h e  
seven  something,  t h e  seven  S ' s .  To s e a r c h  them, t o  s e p a r a t e  
t h e ,  t o  keep  them s i l e n t ,  t h e  seven  S t s  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  I he lped  t h e  c l a s s  and t h a t  i s  where h e  g e t s  t h e  seven  
S t s  from m e .  

Q =  You had t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n  y o u r s e l f ,  b e f o r e ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  i n  b a s i c .  

Q P r i v a t e  TREVINO,  do you remember what t h e  company 
d i d  a f t e r  l u n c h  t h a t  day ,  a f t e r  your  lunch  b r e a k ,  what  your  
p l a t o o n  d i d ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. A l l  I know i s  t h a t  
a f t e r  w e  l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  w e  went some p l a c e  c l o s e  t o  a beach.  
I d o n ' t  know which way w e  wen t ,  because  w e  w e r e  on t h i s  s i d e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  W e  t ook  o f f  and t h a t  was it. 

Q .  You went  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  e a s t  and pe rhaps  a lit-
t l e  n o r t h .  

A. T h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

Q .  Y e s .  You w i l l  n o t i c e ,  what you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
t h a t  day ,  you went  up somewhere around i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
A. W e  went  a r e a l  long  way. 

Q You j o i n e d  up w i t h  B / 4 / 3  and l a a g e r e d  f o r  t h e  
n i g h t  t o g e t h e r  h e r e  i n  t h e  g raveyard .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  A l l  I know, i s  t h a t  w e  
went some p l a c e  up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  c l o s e  t o  t h i s ,  something 
l i k e  a beach and ocean u p  t h e r e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  l a t e r  on t h a t  f i r s t  day though,  t h e  
f i r s t  day ,  t h e  1 6 t h ,  d o  you remember s e e i n g  some N a t i o n a l  Po-
l i c e ?  

A .  R i g h t ,  we had some w i t h  u s .  

Q What were  t h e y  do ing?  

A.  L e t  m e  see, t h e y  j u s t  went w i t h  us  and we found 
some Vietnamese p e o p l e  and t h e y  used them a s  VC s u s p e c t s .  

Q.  L a t e r  on t h a t  d a y ,  d i d  you see t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  
q u e s t i o n i n g  any p r i s o n e r s ,  any VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A.  I h e a r d  them a s k i n g  them q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know what t h e y  w e r e  a s k i n g  them. 
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Q What a l l  d i d  you  s e e ?  

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  we l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  l i k e  I t o l d  you,  
abou t  somewhere around h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , w e  went  t o  t h i s  
o t h e r  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  and t h e r e  was nobody t h e r e .  So  w e  burned  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  was nobody i n  t h e r e  and w e  went t o  
t h e  edges  and w e  j u s t  s a t  t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t .  They had  some 
Vietnamese p e o p l e  t h e y  g o t  some p l a c e  and t h e y  w e r e  q u e s t i o n -
i n g  them. 

Q T h i s  i s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  c e n t e r  a r e a  n o r t h e a s t  o f  
My L a i  ( 6 ) .  Can you remember a n y t h i n g  t h e r e  t h a t  happened 
d u r i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g ?  

A. I saw t h e  C O ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h o s e  
p o l i c e  w e r e  t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  w i t h  him. They had one p r i s o n e r  
s t a n d i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  t ree .  

Q T h a t  was l a t e r  on.  I am g o i n g  t o  a sk  you some 
s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  day now, j u s t  b e f o r e  
you l a a g e r e d  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  I n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  t h e  Nation-
a l  P o l i c e  w e r e  q u e s t i o n i n g  some s u s p e c t s ;  d i d  you see anybody 
c u t  t h e  f i n g e r  o f f  o f  t h e  one s u s p e c t ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q Did you see anybody s h o o t  any o f  t h e  s u s p e c t s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  see anybody s h o o t  anybody, e x c e p t  f o r  
t h a t  day I s t a r t e d  t o  t e l l  you a b o u t .  

Q - T h i s  happened t h e  n e x t  day.  

A. I t  was r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  h e r e  when i t  happened.  W e  
w e r e  a l l  l i n e d  up t h e r e  and w e  h e a r d  some s h o t s ,  and w e  w e r e  
i n  t h e r e  l o o k i n g  o u t  t h i s  way. 

Q Do you t h i n k  t h a t  was on t h e  f i r s t  d a y ,  t h e  second 
day? 

A. I d o n ' t  know which day it was. I remember t h a t  w e  
went up t h e r e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  W e  have e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a f t e r  C h a r l i e  
Company s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  somewhere e a s t  and a l i t t l e  b i t  n o r t h  
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o f  My L a i  ( 
They went  a 
R i v e r  which  

4 )  n e a r  a g r a v e y a r d ,  t h e y  moved s o u t h  t h e  n e x t  day .  
.11 t h e  way down t o  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Song T r a  Khuc 

l o o k s  l i k e  a b e a c h .  

A.  T h a t  i s  t h e  one  I ' m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  

Q And you c a p t u r e d  two men and  a VC n u r s e .  

A. I h e a r d  a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  I was n o t  t h e r e .  

Q Where w e r e  you? 

A. I n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q What happened?  

A. I t r i p p e d  o n  a mine 2 d a y s  a f t e r  March 1 8 t h .  

Q.  t T h a t  was supposed  t o  have  happened  t h e  1 7 t h .  You 
and  somebody else s t e p p e d  on  t h e  mine .  

A. M e  and  GONZALEZ. I s t e p p e d  on  i t  b u t  GONZALEZ g o t  
h i t .  

Q - How b a d l y  w e r e  you wounded? 

A. I h a v e  a scar on my e lbow and  my a r m .  

Q.  Your f e e t  are a l l  r i g h t ?  

A. My f e e t  b o t h e r  m e  once  i n  a w h i l e .  I have  cramps 
i n  my h a n d s  o n c e  i n  a w h i l e .  

Q T h a t  e n d e d  t h e  a c t i o n  f o r  you? 

A. T h a t  v e i n  t h a t  i s  i n  he re - - and  it g e t s  s t u c k  e v e r y  
once  i n  a w h i l e  and  i t  cramps my hand  up .  

(Wi tness  i n d i c a t i n g  and showing t h e  scars e x t e n d -
i n g  from t h e  i n n e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  e lbow t o  t h e  f o r e a r m . )  

I ' m  l u c k y  I ' m  n o t  dead .  

Q =  Y e s ,  you s u r e  are.  
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A. The XO came i n  t h e r e  t h e  n e x t  day and t o l d  m e  it 
made a h o l e  t h a t  b i g  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q Do you remember abou t  MEADLO s t e p p i n g  on a mine 
up on H i l l  85? Did you h e a r  about  t h a t ?  H e  w a s  i n  t h e  1st 
P l a toon .  

A. W e  w e r e  on a s m a l l  h i l l  someplace and somebody 
s t epped  on it. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h a t  h i l l  o r  n o t .  

Q =  Okay, you were dusted-of  f t h e n .  Where d i d  t h e y
t a k e  you? 

A. They took m e  to - - I  d o n ' t  know which h o s p i t a l  it 
was. I t  t ook  them 5 minu tes  t o  g e t  m e  t h e r e .  

Q Was it Chu L a i ?  

A. I t h i n k  s o .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. Did anybody e v e r  come around and t a l k  t o  you a f t e r  
t h i s ,  abou t  what had happened a t  My La i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q- Ever h e a r  any th ing  abou t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g
conducted? 

A. I hea rd  abou t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  abou t  L i e u t e n a n t  
CALLEY and MITCHELL and t h e  CO. 

Q- Was t h a t  w h i l e  you were i n  Vietnam o r  r e c e n t l y ?  

A. Tha t  was t h e  n e x t  t i m e  I went . t o  Vietnam, I hea rd  
abou t  it. 

Q When d i d  you go back? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember what day it was. I went back 
t h e r e  and d i s l o c a t e d  my s h o u l d e r  and t h e y  had t o  s end  me  back.  

Q *  Was t h i s  s t i l l  i n  19683 

A. I t h i n k  it was 1969,  because  I l e f t  Colorado.  
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Q .  W e  b e t t e r  go  back a l i t t l e  b i t .  A f t e r  you s t e p p e d  
on t h e  mine you were e v a c u a t e d .  Did you come a l l  t h e  way back 
t o  t h e  s t a t e s ?  

A .  I had t o  s t a y  i n  Japan f o r  abou t  a month and t h e n  
from t h e r e  I went t o  t h e  P h i l l i p i n e s  f o r  a few days  and t h e n  
t o  Japan  and s t a y e d  t h e r e .  A f t e r  t h a t  I went t o  C a l i f o r n i a  
and s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  one n i g h t  and from C a l i f o r n i a  t o  Polk  
Army H o s p i t a l .  

Q A f t e r  you were w e l l  and r e l e a s e d  from the h o s p i t a l ,  
d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I had t o  f i n i s h  my h i t c h .  

Q Did t h e y  s e n d  you r i g h t  back t o  Vietnam? 

A. They c o u l d n ' t ,  because  of  my f e e t .  

Q When d i d  you g e t  back t o  Vietnam? Was it l a s t  
y e a r ?  

A. I t  was i n  1969. I t h i n k  it was b e c a u s e  I went t o  
Colorado a f t e r  I g o t  o u t  of  t h e r e ,  because  I g o t  b u s t e d  f o r  
c e r t a i n  r e a s o n s .  

Q - When you d i d  g e t  back t o  Vietnam, you s a i d  t h a t  
you h e a r d  a b o u t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q .  Y e s ,  something l i k e  t h e  My L a i  massac re .  

Q What t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r  was t h i s ?  Was it i n  t h e  
f a l l ,  a f t e r  September f o r  example. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. I don ' t remember ' t h e  second 
t i m e .  

Q W e l l ,  t h i n k  h a r d .  I t h i n k  you c a n  remember when 
you went back t o  Vietnam t h e  second t i m e .  Was i t  summer? 

A. I t  was Ho Chi Minh 's  b i r t h d a y  t h a t  day  and w e  g o t  
r o c k e t e d  t h a t  n i g h t .  Tha t  i s  when I h e a r d  somebody s a y  some-
t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  My L a i  massacre .  
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Q Had you h e a r d  abou t  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY? Did you 
h e a r  t h a t  he  was g o i n g  t o  be  t r i e d  by c o u r t - m a r t i a l ?  

A. I h e a r d  t h a t  h e r e  a t  F o r t  Hood. 

Q - Back t o  Vietnam, now, what d i d  you h e a r  a b o u t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I j u s t  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese p e o p l e  w e r e  angry 
and t h e y  s a i d  t h a t  w e  massac red  everybody i n  t h e r e .  

Q - Who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  it was somebody up t h e r e .  

Q - W e l l ,  d i d  anybody e v e r  come around and t a l k  t o  
you,  t h a t  he w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  and was l o o k i n g  i n t o  
t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r .  The f i r s t  t i m e  I had anybody t o  t a l k  t o  
m e  was t h e  C I D  o v e r  h e r e ,  on t h e  1 6 t h .  

Q *  Have you t h o u g h t  much a b o u t  what happened t h e r e  
t h a t  day on  t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March, where a l l  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  
k i l l e d .  

A. I f o r g o t  e v e r y t h i n g .  I p u t  it i n  my mind, t h a t  I 
was g o i n g  t o  f o r g e t  e v e r y t h i n g .  I wanted t o  g o  up t h e r e  t o  
be  a s e c u r i t y  g u a r d ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h a t ,  I g o t  a h e l i c o p t e r  
pad o p e r a t i o n .  

Q I n  your  o p i n i o n ,  P r i v a t e  TREVINO, why w e r e  a l l  o f  
t h o s e  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  t h e r e  i n  My L a i  on 16 March 
1968? 

A. I n  my o p i n i o n ,  because  w e  g o t  t h e  o r d e r s  t o  go i n  
t h e r e  and most o f  them d i d  what t h e y  w e r e  t o l d .  If I h i t  any-
body t h e r e  it was p u r e  l u c k .  

Q I t ' s  your  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  w e r e  
k i l l e d  t h e r e  were k i l l e d  because  o f  t h e  o r d e r s  g i v e n ?  

A.  R i g h t ,  and maybe because  some o f  them w e r e  angry  
t h a t  some of t h e i r  f r i e n d s  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  mines t h a t  day  
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t h a t  
them 
w e r e  

some o f  t h o s e  guys g o t  k i l l e d  and t h e y  had s e r v i c e s  f o r  
. I t  was o n l y  i n  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY's  p l a t o o n  t h a t  t h e y  
d o i n g  most o f  t h e  s h o o t i n g  up t h e r e .  

Q m  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I unde 'rs tand.  I t  was o n l y  t h e  men 
i n  t h e  1st P l a t o o n  o u t  t o  g e t  revenge?  

A. Maybe. 

Q - What abou t  t h e  men i n  your  p l a t o o n ,  t h e  2d P la -
t o o n ?  

A. They w e r e  t o o  s c a r e d  and t h e y  w e r e  s ca red- - I  was 
s c a r e d .  I d i d n ' t  want t o  go up t h e r e  and s h o o t  anybody. May-
be  i f  I g o t  s h o t  a t ,  I would have  s h o t  back .  

Q Some members o f  your  p l a t o o n  d i d  k i l l  p e o p l e  t h a t  
d a y ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. R i g h t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know who t h e y  w e r e .  If I knew 
I ' d  t e l l  you,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  f a r  back .  

Q When you wl?nt back t o  Vietnam, what  o u t f i t  d i d  
you go t o ?  

A. MACV, t e a r  8 9 t h ,  abou t  5 o r  6 m i l e s  w e s t  o f  Vung 
Tau. 

COL FRANKLIN: You d i d n ' t  have  a n y t h i n g  t o  do  w i t h  C/1/20, o r  
t h e  A m e r i c a l  Divis ion ,  i n  o t h e r  words ,  r i g h t ?  

A.  The seconcl t i m e  I went? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. No, s i r ,  I was t r a i n i n g  w i t h  MACV i n  S a i g o n ,  Bien 
Hoa and t h e  Ba Ria .  

MR WALSH: What Can you t e l l  u s  a b o u t  what you h e a r d  on H o  
Chi Minh 's  b i r t h d a y  now, e x a c t l y ?  

A. W e l l ,  somebody s a i d - - I  h e a r d  somebody s a y i n g  t h e r e  
w a s  somebody i n  t h e  America l  Divis ion--because  t h e y  knew I was 
t h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e - - t h a t  t h e y  e x h i b i t e d  a massacre  o r  some-
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t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  and a f t e r  t h a t  n o t h i n g  more abou t  it. Some-
body t o l d  m e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember who t h a t  was. 

Q Do you remember where you were s t a t i o n e d ?  

A. I n  Ba Ria.  

Q Was it an o f f i c e r  o r  an e n l i s t e d  man t h a t  s a i d  i t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. Somebody j u s t  come up t h e r e  and 
s a i d ,  "You i n  t h e  America l?"  and I s a i d  "Yeah," and he  s a i d ,  
"You guys committed a massacre ,  d i d n ' t  you?" And I s a i d  " I  
don ' t know. " 

MR WEST: You were wear ing an Americal p a t c h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q P r i v a t e  TREVINO you t h i n k  o f  any th ing  else t h a t  
might be h e l p f u l  t o  u s  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h a t  w e  have  n o t  
touched  on i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Anything t h a t  you would l i k e  
t o  t e l l  u s ,  any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  make? 

A. I f  I make t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t h e y  w i l l  t h i n k  I ' m  c r a z y  
anyway. I t h i n k  t h e y  ough t  t o  f o r g e t  abou t  t h e  whole t h i n g ,  
because  Cap t a in  MEDINA-- I  don '  t know i f  Cap t a in  MEDINA--who 
he  g o t  t h e  o r d e r s  from--and I d o n ' t  know i f  he  knows who he  
g o t  t h e  o r d e r s  from. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e y  a r e  go ing  t o  hang 
L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY and t h e  rest o f  t h o s e  peop l e  j u s t  because  
t h e y  went t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  W e  g o t  t h e  o r d e r s  t o  go i n t o  t h a t  
v i l l a g e  and s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  what else cou ld  w e  do? W e  go 
and d i sobey  an o r d e r  and you do  i t ,  I mean you d i sobey  an 
o r d e r ,  you g e t  a c o u r t - m a r t i a l  f o r  d i s o b e y i n g  an o r d e r .  Now 
you do something l i k e  t h a t  and t h e y  a r e  go ing  t o  t r y  t o  hang 
you j u s t  because  you k i l l e d  somebody, t h a t  i s  what  I d o n ' t  
unders tand .  Tha t  i s  why I c a n ' t  w a i t  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  Army, 
n o t  because  I have any th ing  a g a i n s t  i t ,  b u t  t h e  Army i s  n o t  my 
t y p e  o f  l i f e .  I ' d  much r a t h e r  be a c i v i l i a n  o r  a h ippy  o r  
something and i f  t h e y  s a y  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  you go i n  t h e r e  
and d e s t r o y  and s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  and i f  you d o n ' t  do some-
t h i n g  t h e y  t e l l  you t o  do  and t h e y  t r y  t o  hang you f o r  it. 

Q. What you b rought  up i s  a d e f i n i t e  problem. Do you 
remember e v e r  g e t t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  abou t  how you shou ld  neve r  
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k i l l  noncombatants  and c i v i l i a n s  o r  p r i s o n e r s .  W e  d i s c u s s e d  
a l i t t l e  b i t  of  m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war ,  and I t h i n k  
you u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t .  Do you e v e r  remember g e t t i n g  any i n -
s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  Geneva Convention o r  t h e  r u l e s  o f  l a n d  and 
w a r f a r e  on how American s o l d i e r s  have an o b l i g a t i o n  n o t  t o  
m i s t r e a t  noncombatants  o r  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. R i g h t .  

Q Were you e v e r  t a u g h t  t h a t  i t ' s  an o f f e n s e  a g a i n s t  
t h e  law o f  war? You might  c a l l  it a war c r i m e  f o r  s o l d i e r s  , 

t o  go i n t o  an  a r e a  and k i l l  noncombatants ,  c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  m i s -
t r e a t  them. 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Did it e v e r  o c c u r  t o  you t h a t  what happened i n  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  day was a war cr ime? 

A.  They do most ly  t h e  same t h i n g  and t h e y  d o n ' t  do 
n o t h i n g  a b o u t  t h a t  anymore. 

Q.  W e l l ,  i f  you have  a n y t h i n g ,  w e  would be  v e r y  an-
x i o u s  t o  have  any o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  you have  on any s i m i l a r  
i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  happened? 

A. W e l l ,  I have  a f r i e n d  of  mine a t  F o r t  Hood, Texas ,  
who knows someth ing  abou t  t h o s e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  h e ' l l  s a y  
a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  it. I know very  w e l l  t h a t  o u r  b a t t a l i o n  i s  n o t  
t h e  o n l y  one t h a t  h a s  e v e r  done t h a t  b e f o r e .  

Q W e l l ,  w e  a r e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  any i n f o r -
mat ion  on any s i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t .  L e t  m e  ask  you one t h i n g  now, 
d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  o f  something s i m i l a r  happening o v e r  h e r e  on 
t h e  c o a s t ,  a l o n g  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  i n v o l v i n g  B/4/3? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q - A l i t t l e  p l a c e  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  c a l l e d  C o  Lay,
t h e r e  w a s  a r e p o r t  t h a t  came o u t  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e .  You 
see, when C h a r l i e  Company went i n t o  My La i  h e r e ,  Bravo Company 
came up t h i s  way and t h e y  m e t  and s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  o v e r  h e r e ,  
b u t  now one p l a t o o n  went down i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and l a t e r  
more--and t h e  Bravo Company went  down t h i s  l i t t l e  p e n i n s u l a .  
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There  h a s  been a r e p o r t  t h a t  somewhere i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  a 
l i t t l e  subhamle t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  q u i t e  a few c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  
as many a s  9 0 .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  a n y t h i n g  ab0u.t t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q .  It  was supposed t o  have  happened a b o u t  t h e  same 
t i m e  o f  t h e  t r o u b l e  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
A. I d o n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  abou t  it .  

Q W e l l ,  i f  you do g e t  any i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  such 
t h i n g s  o r  i f  your  f r i e n d  would l i k e  t o  t e l l  h i s  s t o r y ,  w e  
would l i k e  t o  h e a r  it. 

A. I d o n ' t  know a b o u t  him. H e  g e t s  k i n d  o f  ho theaded  
e v e r  once  i n  a w h i l e .  

Q *  W e l l ,  he  might  t a l k  t o  u s ,  i f  h e  knows something 
w e  would l i k e  t o  know. 

A. I t ' s  l i k e  g o i n g  up t h e r e  and s a y - - l i k e  I j u s t  t o l d  
you I know a f r i e n d  o f  mine who knows something a b o u t  t h i s  
t h a t  happened b e f o r e .  T h a t ' s  l i k e  t e l l i n g  him t o  s q u e a l  on 
somebody, and w h a t ' s  h e  g o i n g  t o  t h i n k  of m e  now, b e c a u s e  I 
walk i n  and I t e l l  t h e  guys t h a t  you know something a b o u t  
some o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  you have n o t  t o l d  u s  enough t o  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  
it and I w i l l  l e a v e  t h a t  up t o  you a s  t o  how you h a n d l e  t h a t  
w i t h  your  f r i e n d .  I ' l l  t e l l  you t h a t  w e  would l i k e  t o  know. 
W e  a r e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  a t  anybody, n e c e s s a r i l y .  You 
know o u r  government d o e s n ' t - - o u r  p o l i c y  i s  a l l  a g a i n s t  m i s -
t r e a t m e n t  o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  k i l l i n g  o f  women and c h i l d r e n ,  t h i s  
i s  t h e  one r e a s o n  why t h i s  i n q u i r y  i s  go ing  t o  be  made. So,  
i f  your  f r i e n d  knows something,  t e l l  us  a b o u t  i t  o r  any i n -
s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  i n  h i s  u n i t .  I ' m  s u r e  it w i l l  be  looked  i n t o .  

Q - W e l l ,  i f  i t - - l i k e  I t o l d  you l i k e  h e  t o l d  m e ,  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  t r u e  o r  n o t ,  b u t  he  s a i d  something l i k e  
t h i s  d i d  happen and you d o  f i n d  some o t h e r  u n i t  l i k e  t h i s ,  
what i s  g o i n g  t o  happen t o  them? 

Q- You mean would it have  an  e f f e c t  on t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  a b o u t  My L a i ?  
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A. , R i g h t .  

Q .  I t ' s  h a r d  t o  t e l l .  I t  j u s t  a l l  depends on what 
t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g  was. 

A. From what h e  e x p l a i n e d  t o  m e ,  it was something 
s i m i l a r  l i k e  t h a t .  1'11 t a l k  t o  him i f  you want me t o .  

Q.  Y e s ,  you might  b e  do ing  t h e  c o u n t r y  a g r e a t  ser-
v i c e .  I t ' s  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  t h a t  ough t  t o  be  b r o u g h t  o u t ,  
you know, t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t o  f i n d  o u t  what t h e  
problem beh ind  i t  i s .  

A.  Can I a s k  you a . q u e s t i o n ?  

Q .  S u r e .  

A. Have you been i n  t h e  Army? 

Q Oh, y e s .  

A.  Okay, I ' m  s o r r y .  I f  you w e r e  l i k e  me- - I  was a 
PFC when I was the re - -and  t h e  CO s a y s  i f  t h e y  s h o t  a t  you i n  
a v i l l a g e  burn  i t ,  and you g e t  one s h o t  from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
would you f l a t t e n  i t ?  

Q Your CO s a y s  i f  you g e t  one s h o t  from t h e  v i l l a g e  
t o  f l a t t e n  it. 

A. I ' m  n o t  s a y i n g  my C O ,  b u t  s a y  you have  a CO t h a t  
t e l l s  you,  "Okay you go i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  and i f  t h e y  t a k e  
one s h o t  a t  you f l a t t e n  i t ,  t o  k i l l  e v e r y t h i n g , "  would you do 
i t ?  

Q You ' re  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a v i l l a g e  where t h e r e  w e r e  
c i v i l i a n s  l i v i n g ,  men, women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A.  Y e s .  And t h e y  t o o k  a s n i p e r  f i r e  a t  you and t h e n  
t o o k  o f f ?  

Q. N O ,  I wouldn 't . 
A. Even i f  you w e r e  g i v e n  o r d e r s ?  
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Q .  Knowing what I know, I w o u l d n ' t .  But I can under-
s t a n d  somebody t h i n k i n g  t h e s e  were t h e  o r d e r s  and t h e y  had t o  
obey them. 

A. I t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  you go i n t o  t h e  Army, you d o n ' t  
know t o o  much r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  and t h e n  you t r y  t o  l e a r n .  
And t h e  m o r e  you t r y  t o  l e a r n  t h e  more you g e t  o u t  o f  it, and 
i f  you d o n ' t  l e a r n  t o o  much--and t h e n  you do something you 
d o n ' t  know a r e g u l a t i o n  about--and i f  you do know a r e g u l a t i o n  
a b o u t  i t  t h e n  you can s a y  I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  do  i t ,  because  such 
and such  a r e g u l a t i o n  s a y s  you do t h i s  and you do t h a t ,  and 
you d o n ' t  have t o  d o  it. 

Q - T e l l  m e  t h i s ,  do  you t h i n k  it would be  p r a c t i c a l  
t o  t e a c h  s o l d i e r s  how t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between other--how t o  
make a d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h i n g s  t h e y  can  l a w f u l l y  d o  and 
t h i n g s  t h e y  c a n n o t  l a w f u l l y  d o ,  even i f  o r d e r e d ?  

A. What da you mean by t h a t ?  I f  t h e y  g i v e  you c l a s s e s  
and t e a c h  you? 

Q There  a r e  c e r t a i n - - I  w e l l  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  need ,  you 
know, f o r  s o l d i e r s  t o  obey t h e i r  o r d e r s  and you a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t ,  
a s  a s o l d i e r  too, you have  t o  obey your  o r d e r s  o r  t h i n g s  w o n ' t  
work. I t ' s  a f a c t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  t h a t  a s o l d i e r  must 
n o t  do  and t h i s  i s  t h e  law o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  One i s - -even i f  you 
are incompetent--one i s  n o t  t o  m i s t r e a t  noncombatant c i v i l i a n s ,  
women and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  took no p a r t  i n  t h e  a c t i o n .  T h i s  w e  
a r e  o b l i g a t e d  by t h e  t r e a t i e s  and by laws t o  r e f r a i n  from. So ,  
i t ' s  i l l e g a l  t o  k i l l  noncombatant c i v i l i a n s .  

A. Whether t h e y  a r e  o r d e r e d  t o  o r  n o t ?  

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. They s h o u l d  t e a c h  you t h a t  when t h e y  come i n  b a s i c  
t r a i n i n g ,  it s h o u l d  be more t h a n  8 weeks. They s h o u l d  have it 
maybe f o r  16 weeks, where t h e y  can t e a c h  you what you can  do 
and what  you c a n ' t  do--

Q =  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you t h i n k  i t  would be p r a c t i c a l  
i f  t h e y  l a i d  t h i s  down and t o l d  p e o p l e  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  
you 've  g o t  t o  obey and t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  
i l l e g a l .  
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A.  R i g h t .  

Q I f  you a r e  o r d e r e d  t o  do i t ,  you s h o u l d n ' t  do  i t .  

A. I t h i n k  it would work more be t t e r ,  because  you 
have t h e s e  p e o p l e  l i k e  h i p p i e s ,  and you t r y  t o  p u t  t h e s e  h i p -
p i e s  i n  t h e  Army and t h e y  d o n ' t  want t o  k i l l .  Say okay,  i f  
t h e y  know what  t h e  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e ,  and t h e y  t e l l  
you,  okay you a r e  go ing  t o  k i l l  such  and such a  p e r s o n  o v e r  
h e r e ,  and he  c a n  s a y  w e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  do  it ,  because  
such and such  a r e g u l a t i o n  s a y s  I c a n ' t  do i t  whe the r  you o r -
d e r  m e  t o  o r  not - -or  anybody else t h a t  d i d n ' t  f i n i s h  h i g h  
s c h o o l  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  You have  some of  t h e s e  p e o p l e  
w i t h  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n s  who d o n ' t  know h a l f  what t h e y  are do-
i n g  anyway, n o t  t h a t  I ' m  s m a r t e r  t h a n  t h e y  a r e ,  I o n l y  went  
t o  n i n t h  g rade- - to  t h e  t e n t h  g r a d e  t w i c e ,  b u t  I dropped o u t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  b u t  you 've  been a s o l d i e r .  

A. I t h i n k  I'm a q u a l i f i e d  s o l d i e r .  C a p t a i n  MEDINA 
s a i d  on  t e l e v i s i o n  one t i m e  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  exper t - -and I d o n ' t  
know how you pronounce t h a t  word, t h a t  word you s a i d  awhi le  
ago. 

Q I c a n ' t  remember--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You know, j u s t  a q u a l i f i e d  i n £a n t r y .  

Q You' re a p r o f e s s i o n a l .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o l d i e r .  

Q.  You t h i n k  t h a t  s o l d i e r s  c o u l d  be t a u g h t  t h a t  even 
though t h e y  must obey o r d e r s  t h e r e  a r e  o r d e r s  t h a t  a r e  i l l e g a l ?  
Do you t h i n k  t h a t  i s  p o s s i b l e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  t o o  good what 
you mean, b u t  l i k e ,  p u t  i t  t h i s  way, you s a y ,  " T h i s  you c a n  d o  
and t h i s  you c a n '  t do.  " Like  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  you s a y  k i l l  such  
and such a p e r s o n ,  and you s a y  t h i s  i s  a r t i c l e  16 or something 
l i k e  t h a t - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Even i f  your  o r d e r s  t o  do it i s  
wrong? 
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A. R i g h t ,  and i f  t h e y  g e t  you i n  a c o u r t - m a r t i a l  t h e y  
s a y ,  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  you f o r  d i s o b e y i n g  an o r d e r  
and w e  s a y ,  you look up A r t i c l e  16 o r  such and s u c h .  And t h a t  
i s  how a p r i v a t e  l i k e  m e  can  p r o t e c t  h i m s e l f  i f  h e  does  any 
wrong and he  h a s  h i s  a r t i c l e  r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  I ' m  g l a d  you b r o u g h t  t h i s  up ,  because  
t h i s  i s  one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  a r e  l o o k i n g  i n t o .  W e  have  h e a r d  
from many w i t n e s s e s ,  "Yes, t h e y  went i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  and 
unders tood  t h e i r  o r d e r  was t o  k i l l  everybody i n  t h e r e  and t h e i r  
p l a t o o n  and squad d i d  j u s t  t h a t  and t h e y  unders tood  t h i s  i s  
what t h e y  were supposed t o  do  and t h e y  a l s o  s a i d  l a t e r  t h e y  
f e l t  i t  was wrong." 

A. When w e  went t o  t h a t  second v i l l a g e  w e  d i d n ' t  f e e l  
l i k e  k i l l i n g  anyone.  A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  I d i d n ' t  see any-
body k i l l  anyone. All. w e  d i d  was go th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
s e a r c h e d  i t ,  t h a t ' s  it. 

I was go ing  t o  e x t e n d  f o r  a n o t h e r  3 y e a r s ,  r e e n l i s t  
f o r  3 y e a r s ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  now. I want t o  f i n i s h  my s c h o o l i n g  
and I ' m  g o i n g  t o  g e t  myself  a good job when I g e t  o u t .  I want 
t o  g e t  m a r r i e d .  I c o u l d  have  g o t t e n  m a r r i e d  b e f o r e  I l e f t  
Hawaii .  I want  t o  r e e n l i s t ,  j u s t  s o  I g e t  back t o  Hawaii t o  
my o l d  g i r l  f r i e n d .  I c a n ' t  r e e n l i s t ,  a s  much a s  I want t o .  

Q Would you t e l l  us  why you have  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  re-
e n l i s t ,  t h i s  w i l l  be  h e l p f u l  t o  u s .  

A. I t ' s  n o t  t h a t  I d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  r e e n l i s t ,  i t ' s  t h a t  
I c a n ' t  r e e n l i s t ,  because  I am i n e l i g i b l e  t o  r e e n l i s t ,  because  
I went AWOL. 

Q I s e e .  

A. I t r i e d  t o  keep o u t  o f  t r o u b l e  t h e  b e s t  I c o u l d ,  
b u t  you have  t h e s e  p e o p l e  o u t  i n  Colorado,  t h e s e  MP's. I was 
j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  some c l o t h e s  t o  g e t  t o  my u n c l e ' s  house .  
They s t o p p e d  m e  and I had maybe two o r  t h r e e  b e e r s ,  and I d i d n ' t  
have my h a t  o n ,  my b u t t o n  came unbo t toned  when h e  dragged m e  
o u t  o f  t h e  c a r ,  my b o o t s  were unbloused.  And t h e n  you have  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  you have  t o  move your  f o o t  up and down and you 
have--I c o u l d n ' t  d r i v e  w i t h  my h a t  on and t h e y  g o t  m e  i n  and 
t h e y  threw m e  i n  t h a t  house o v e r  t h e r e .  
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COL FPmKLIN: T h i s  f r i e n d  of  y o u r s  who knows o f  an a t r o c i t y ,  
TREVINO, i s  h e  an in fan t ryman?  

A. H e  i s  a i r b o r n e .  H e  wears  t h e  wings .  

Q Does h e  wear  t h a t  b l u e  badge y o u ' v e  g o t ?  Was h e  
i n  a r i f l e  company i n  Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q When h e  t a l k e d  t o  you,  d i d  he  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he  
p e r s o n a l l y  saw some o r  was he  always t a l k i n g  a b o u t  what some-
one t o l d  him? 

A. H e  was i n  t h e  company. 

Q 173d p a t c h ?  

A. H e  h a s  a 173d p a t c h .  

Q- You t e l l  t h i s  f r i e n d  of  y o u r s  t h a t  h e  h a s  an  ob-
l i g a t i o n  and you t e l l  him t o  go t o  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  on 
t h e  p o s t  and have  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  c a l l  C o l o n e l  FRANK-
L I N .  Can you remember t h e  name FRANKLIN ( w i t n e s s  w r o t e  it 
down.) J u s t  t e l l  him Genera l  PEERS'  i n q u i r y .  

I f  t h i s  f r i e n d  of  y o u r s  knows a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  
c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  k i l l e d  f o r  any r e a s o n  u n n e c e s s a r y ,  o r  a t r o c i -
t ies ,  or war crimes, you t e l l  him t o  go r i g h t  t o  t h e  I G  and 
t h e  I G  w i l l  g i v e  a c a l l  up h e r e .  

A .  A l l  r i g h t .  What i f  h e  d o e s n ' t  want t o  go? 

Q.  W e l l ,  i f  h e  d o e s n ' t  want t o  go ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  
knows what t h e  h e l l  h e ' s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  You t e l l  him I s a i d  
t h a t .  

A. I ' l l  do t h a t .  

Q T e l l  him t o  p u t  some money where h i s  mouth i s .  

A .  I ' l l  do t h a t .  

Q. Okay. You can t e l l  him t o  c a l l  m e  o r  t o  go t o  t h e  
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IG and t e l l  him h e  wan t s  t o  t a l k  t o  me o v e r  t h e  t e l e p h o n e ,  a 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  communication. I d o n ' t  know what h i s  name i s ,  
you don ' t want  t o  g i v e  me h i s  name? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  I s h o u l d  o r  n o t .  

Q .  Did h e  j u s t  g e t  back from t h e  173d? 

A. H e ' s  been  i n  Vietnam two and one-ha l f  y e a r s .  

Q .  I ' d  s u r e  l i k e  t o  h e a r  from him, i f  h e  knows any- 
t h i n g  a b o u t  a t r o c i t i e s  and I t h i n k  he  can do o u r  coun t ry - - the  
army and o u r  n a t i o n  a s e r v i c e  i f  h e  knows o f  some a t r o c i t i e s .  

A. W e l l ,  h e  must have  s e e n  it, b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  Bronze 
S t a r  and a S e r v i c e  S t a r ,  and h e ' s  g o t  t h r e e  r i b b o n s .  

Q. You d o n ' t  g e t  t h o s e  r i b b o n s  f o r  k i l l i n g  i n n o c e n t  
c i v i l i a n s ,  TREVINO. 

A. I d o n ' t  know where h e  g o t  them, b u t  h e ' s  been t h e r e  
2% y e a r s .  

MR WEST: B e f o r e  w e  c l o s e ,  ,Iwant t o  thank  you v e r y  much f o r  
coming and you have  g i v e n  us some v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Thank 
you v e r y  much. 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  was r e c e s s e d  a t  1048 h o u r s ,  20 Janu- 
a r y  1970.)  
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