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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: DOHERTY, William F. SP4
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 12 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder

COUNSEL: Major Lewis J. ROSE, 1111 Army-Navy Drlve,
Arllngton, Virginia.

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rifleman, 3d Platoon,
c/1/20.

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

DOHERTY recalled no instructions given by Captain
MEDINA about the handling of prisoners (pg. 7).

2. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI.

The witness refused to answer questions concerning the
assault (pg. 4). He did not recall going through My Lai (5)
after leaving the village (pg. 5). He heard that VC suspects
were questioned by National Police, but knew nothing
further (pg. 6). He did not recall what the company did
on the 17th and 18th (pg. 6). .

3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT.

DOHERTY recalled neither the extraction on the 18th nor
the interrogation of C Company by Colonel HENDERSON at
LZ Dottie (pg. 6). He heard by way of rumor that an
investigation was being conducted (pg. 6). Neither MEDINA
nor anyone else told him to be quiet about the incident
(pg. 7). He was not questioned by anyone in an investigative
capacity and he knew of no one in the company who was (pgs.
7, 8).

(DOHERTY) 1 SUM APP T-131
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(The hearing reconvened at 0820 hodrs, 12 January

1970.)
MR WEST: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following persons are present: MR WEST, MAJ

ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP.
-The next witness is SP4 William F. DOHERTY.

(SP4 DOHERTY was called as a w1tness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Would you state your full name, grade, Social
Security number, branch of service, organization, and
station?

A, SP4 William F. DOHERTY, Fort Hood, Texas, B/2/41st

Infantry, U. S "Army, : .
MR WEST: Before we proceed with any questions, I want

to advise you of the nature of this inquiry and your
testimonial rights. This investigation was directed jointly
by the Secretary of the Army and Chief of Staff of the Army
for the purpose of determining facts and making findings

and recommendations concerning two matters:

(1) the adequacy of the prior investigations and
inquiries into what is now commonly referred to as the My
Lai incident of 16 March 1968, and

(2) the possible suppression or withholding of
information by any person who had a duty to report and
furnish information concerning this incident. In other
words, whether there was a coverup. o

This investigation is not being conducted to
inquire into all the facts and circumstances of what
happened at My Lai. It is not our purpose, for example,
to determine the criminal culpability of any individual
or of anything that might have happened there.

We've had made available to us and have reviewed
prior statements obtained in other investigations of the

My Lai incident. For example, we have the copy of a state-
ment which you gave to Colonel WILSON who was conductlng

(DOHERTY) 1 APP T-131
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an investigation for The Inspector General in May of 1969.
Your testimony will be taken under oath. A verbatim trans-
cript will be prepared. A tape recording is being made in
addition to the verbatim notes being taken by the reporter.

Although the general classification of the report
will be confidential, it is possible that the testimony or
parts of it may later become a matter of public knowledge.

You are directed to not discuss your testimony
in this investigation with others, including other witnesses
before this investigation, except in the performance of offi-
cial duty or as you may be required to do before a competent
judicial, legislative, or administrative body.

Are you subject to the order issued by the mili-
tary judge in the general court-martial case of the United
States v. Calley? Did you receive a letter from Captain
DANIEL, the trial counsel in the case of the United States

Calley? This would concern an order of the military
judge, Colonel KENNEDY, which advises witnesses oOr pros-
pective witnesses not to talk about this case. Did you
get such a letter’

A, Yes, sir.

Q. I do want to advise you that this hearing today
is permissible within the terms of that order.  There is no
conflict between them. Also, when we ask you not to discuss
the case, that doesn't affect or change the appllcablllty

of that order. 1It's still in force.

I understand that in December 1969 when you were
being questioned by Mr. GRAHAM of the CID, you were advised
of your rights to legal counsel and further advised that you
were suspected of murder arising out of your conduct in My
Lai (4) on 16 March 1968. In view of this, I want to advise
you concerning your rights as a w1tness to be absolutely
sure you understand them.

Your rights are:
First, you have the right to remain silent.

Secondly, any statement you may make may be used
as evidence against you in a criminal trial.

Third, you have the right to consult with counsel,
a qualified lawyer, and have such counsel present with you
during the questioning. You may retain counsel at your own
(DOHERTY) © 2 APP T-131
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expense or counsel will be appointed for you at no expense to
you. And since you are subject to the Uniform Code of Military
Justice, appointed counsel may be military counsel of your
own selection if he is reasonably available.

Even if you decide to answer questlons now, w1thout
having counsel present, you may stop answering questions at
any time. Also, you may request counsel at any time during
these questions. Do you understand these rights?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you wish any.further'explanation?

A. No, sir. | |

0. Do you have any questions? |

A. There is a possibility that I could be charged

by the Army with murder, is this true?

Q. On the basis of what information the CID has, yes.
Let me say here, though, that we are not directly concerned
with the conduct, acts of yours, that morning at My Lai

on 16 March 1968, which may be the basis of such charges.
And if you agree to answer questions, you may refuse to
answer any question which tends to bring out such acts.

You may, of course, refuse to answer any question which

in any way would incriminate you. Let me ask you, do

you want counsel? '

A. Yes, sir.

MR WEST: -We'll recess and obtain counsel for you. The
hearing will be recessed.

 (The hearing recessed at 0830 hours, 12 January

1970.)
(The hearing reconvened at 1117 houfs, 12 January
1970.) '
MR WEST: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: .The following persons are present: MR WEST, MAJ

ZYCHOWSKI and MAJ COOP.
The hearing recalls Specialist DOHERTY .
(DOHERTY) 3 - APP T-131
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(SP4 DOHERTY was recalled as a witness.)

MR WEST: Specialist DOHERTY, you are reminded that you
are still under ocath. Are you represented by counsel?

A. Yes, sir.

0. Will counsel please state his name and address

for the record?

IC: Major Lewis J. ROSE, 1111 Army-Navy Drive,
Arlington, Virginia 22202

Q. ‘Are you a member of the Judge Advocate General's
Corps? : ' :

IC: Yes, sir, I am.

Q. _What state are you admitted in?

IC: . New York.

Q. Specialist DOHERTY, have you had an opportunlty
to consult with your counsel?

A. ,Yes, sir.

Q. Have you made a decision as to whether you wish

to answer any quest10ns°

A. Yes, sir. I was advised not to answer any
guestions pertaining to the day before the operatlon or
the operatlon itself.

Q. I will ask you some questions, then, beginning
with the perlod after Charlie Company left My Lai (4).

And if at any time you wish to talk to counsel, please do
so.. You may, of course, refuse to answer questions if you
wish to. I assume you will be guided by your counsel in
this regard. I don't believe we've yet established what
your assignment was on 16 March 1968. Could you tell us
please what your grade was and your outfit and aSSLgnment
at that time?

(DOHERTY) . 4 APP T-131
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A. My grade was PFC. I was a rifleman, also a point-
man, with ‘the 3d Platoon. I don't remember particularly
what squad.

Q. You were in the 3d Platoon?

A. ' Yes.

Q. c/1/20?

A. ies, sir.

Q. | At that time was C Company a part of Task Force
Barker? o

A. ers; sir.

Q. © All right. Do you recall what C Company did on-
the afternoon of 16 March 1968 after it left My Lai (4)?
A. We just proceeded through approximately 8 to 15
villages, searching. ‘

Q. "This was on the afternoon of the 16th?

A. Yes, sir. _

Q. Do you remember going through the village of My

Lai (5), which lies a little north and to the east of My Lai
(4)?

A. Nd,'I don't think I can remember the village.

Q. Do ‘you recall whether any civilians were killed
in My Lai (5)9

A, No, sir.

Q. Where did C Company laager for the night on the
1l6th?

A, I couldn't really say. I probably wouldn't be

able to point it out on the map.

(DOHERTY) 5 APP T-131
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Q. We had evidence that C Company moved from My Lai
(4) generally to the east and a little north some distance
and joined up with B Company and laagered for the night
near a graveyard. Do you recall, late on this afternoon,
seeing any members of the Nat10na1 Pollce°‘¢

A. I didn't see them, sir, but I'k%ew that they were
in the company.

Q. Did you hear anything about or did-you see these
National Police kill some VC suspects?

A. I heard they were interrogating the VC suspects,
but I don't know for sure.

Q. Yoﬁ didn't see it?

A. No, sir.

Q. Do’ you remember what C Company did the next 2
days, the 17th and the 18th?

A. Not very much, sir.

Q. Do you remember C Company being lifted out by

helicopter on the afternoon of the 18th and being taken back
to Landing Zone Dottie?

A. Ivdon't remember that, sir.

Q. Do you recall a field grade officer talking to a
number of members of C Company back at Landing Zone Dottie
and asking them about what happened at My Lai (4)?

A. No, sir.

0. ' Did you hear anything about an investigation
being conducted into what happened at My Lai (4)?

A. Yes, sir. But that's about all it was. I heard
some talk. You know, I didn't hear it from any sergeants,
or lieutenants, or captains.

Q. -This was right after My Lai (4)?

(DOHERTY) 6 : APP T-131
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A. Yes, sir. I heard that there was going to be an
investigation about it, but that's it.

Q. Did anybody ever come and talk to you about it?

A. No, sir. The first time anybody ever talked to

me about My Lai was Colonel WILSON.

Q. Colonel WILSON, in May of 196972

A. Yes, sir.

Q. -Okay. Going back to the days right after My Lai

(4) , do you remember Captain MEDINA getting the company
together and saying that there was an investigation going
on and it would be best not to talk about what happened at
My Lai (4) during the investigation?

A. I don't remember this.

Q. Did anyone ever tell you to keep qulet about -
what happened at My Lai (4)?

A. No. Nobody really told me to keep quiet.

Q. Do you remember instructions given by Captain

MEDINA about the handling of prisoners?
A, No, sir.

Q. Specialist DOHERTY, as was explained to you earlier,
we are endeavoring to determine just what investigations of
the My Lai incident were conducted immediately afterwards

and the adequacy of those investigations, and also we're
trying to determine whether there was any coverup of the
incident so that it did not become known. Within the limi-
tations you've imposed about your testimony, if you can

think of anything that might help us in our inquiry, that
you would be willing to tell us, we'd appreciate it. There
may be something you can think of that has not been covered
by questions which might be helpful. So, if you can think of
anything, we'd like to have you tell us.

A. No, sir. The only thing I heard about an inves-
tigation was that, as I say, there was an investigation.
Approximately, I don't think more than 30 days after that,
I was out of the company. I was transferred and I never
heard anything. ‘

(DOHERTY) 7 APP T-131
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Q. Dd you know whether any other member of the com-
pany was questioned about what happened at My Lai (4) on
16 March?

A. No, sir.

MR WEST: Thank you, Specialist DOHERTY. The hearing will
be recessed.

, (The hearing recessed at 1128 hours, 12 January
1970.) v

(DOHERTY) 8 APP T-131

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: DUSTIN, Fred W.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 9 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A
COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rifleman, 34 Platoon,
C/1/20.

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE.

DUSTIN received no training on the rules of
engagement or the treatment of PW's and noncombatants

either in Hawaii or Vietnam (pg. 32). He had been told
to search prisoners, disarm them, keep them quiet, and
keep them separated (pg. 20). He had some training in the

handling of PW's and noncombatants while in AIT (pg. 33).
The witness had never seen the MACV Cards "Nine Rules" or
"Enemy in Your Hands" (pg. 33). ' ' : '

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

The witness recalled a minefield incident where
several persons were killed (pg. 10). In addition, the
men had been sniped at and suffered casualties from booby-
traps (pg. 4). Also, they resented Vietnamese people
because they felt they were fighting their war for them
(pg. 15). As a result the men looked upon the My Lai
operation as an opportunity for revenge (pg. 5). Captain
MEDINA may have referred to it as a chance for revenge (pg. 5).
He told the company that hootches, food supplies, and
animals were to be destroyed (pg. 4). While MEDINA did not
say that everyone was to be killed, he said that everyone
in the village was to be considered an enemy (pgs. 4, 17).
The people had been warned to leave and thus anyone left
would be a VC or a VC sympathizer (pg. 4). DUSTIN
interpreted these remarks to mean that the company should be

(DUSTIN) 1 SUM APP T-122

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY °



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

very cautious of anyone found in the village (pg. 17). He
did not think they were to be killed (pg. 17). DUSTIN did
not recall being told that everyone would be at market

(pg. 21). He did not recollect a platoon briefing following
MEDINA's briefing (pg. 5).

3. ASSAULT ON MY LAI.

a. Entry into village.

(1) The platoon moved into the village.

DUSTIN's platoon arrived last and waited on
the LZ in a defensive line facing the village for about
30 minutes for the other platoons to move through My Lai
(pgs. 23, 24). The third platoon searched and burned hootches
and destroyed livestock as it went through the village
(pg. 6). He heard quite a bit of shooting, but the third
platoon had no resistance and he knew of no resistance
met by the rest of the company (pgs. 6, 7). His platoon
became mixed with the others (pg. 21). He saw many dead
0ld men, women, and children, but no military-age males
(pg. 6).

(2) DUSTIN sees a group of people shot.

As he moved down the main trail he passed a
group of 10 women and children being guarded by American
soldiers (pg. 7). He heard shots and turned to discover
that except for a little girl the entire group had been
shot by two Negro soldiers--one tall, one short (pgs. 7,8,
24). ‘He dig not know what happened to the little girl
(pg. 26).

(3) DUSTIN observes a group of dead people.

He continued to move along the main trail
to the outskirts of the village (pg. 8). He saw a group
of 10-15 bodies at a distance of 100 meters (pgs. 8, 26).
He did not go over to look at them and thus did not
know their age or sex (pg. 9).

(4) Further movements.

After leaving this scene he returned to the
village center in which he rejoined his platoon and then
left the village in a northeasterly direction where they

(DUSTIN) 2 SUM APP T-122
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married up with the rest of the company (pg. 27). Aroung
1030 word had been passed from one soldier to the next to
stop the shooting (pgs. 9, 10). In all he saw about 100

bodies in the village many of which were scattered along the
trail in groups of two or three (pgs. 9, 24). This group

was composed of old men, women, and children (pg. 24). He
saw no military-age males (pg. 24). The third platoon
did not take any prisoners (pg. 11). DUSTIN believed the

company avenged the people it had lost before the
assault (pg. 11).

b. Movements after leaving My Lai.

DUSTIN did not remember what the company did
after leaving My Lai (pg. 27). He believed it moved
toward the ocean, but did not recall the bivouac with
B/4/3 on the night of 16 March (pgs. 14, 27). He remembered
"something about National Police killing a suspect, but he
recalled nothing about a finger being removed (pg. 13). He
knew nothing about an incident at Co Lay (pg. 14). :

4. INQUIRY AFTER THE ASSAULT.

DUSTIN did not remember the extraction on the
18th or questioning by HENDERSON (pg. 14). MEDINA told
the company there was going to be an investigation and that
they should only talk to an investigating officer (pgs. 14,
15). Neither he nor anyone else in the company was questioned
" (pgs. 15, 18). Had the men been properly questioned the
facts would have come out (pgs. 19, 20). The men did not
discuss the incident among themselves (pg. 18). DUSTIN did
not know why the incident was not properly reported (pg. 18).

5. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. Ewvaluation of officers.

DUSTIN trusted MEDINA's judgment, but was not in a
position to decide if he had control of the company on the
16th (pgs. 11, 12). Lieutenant LACROSS was a good leader who was
friendly with the men and easy going (pgs. 21, 22).

b. Use of marijuana.

Although he knew that some of the men used marijuana,
he did not know if it was used on the 16th (pg. 22). There
was a good possibility that some of the men were "up on it"
that day (pg. 22).

(DUSTIN) ' 3 SUM APP T-122
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c. Reason for incident.

DUSTIN thought My Lai happened because they
wanted revenge and because they were "psyched-up" by
MEDINA (pg. 16).

(DUSTIN) . 4 SUM APP T-122
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
! Entered into
M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules"” evidence. 34
MACV Card "Enemy in Your |[Entered into
M-3 |Hands" evidence. 34
Wit asked to orient
P-1 Aerial photo of My Lai . (himself on map. 5,6
Wit marked location
of LZ with "1". 24
Wit marked point
where he saw people
shot with a "2". '
25
Marked point where
he saw CARTER with.
a number "37.
: 26
|MarkKed point WHere
he saw bodies 100
meters away with
a ll4ll. 26
Picture of CARTER by, As identified by ,
P-6, |trail at place observed |the witness. 28
P-7; |by witness.
P-10
PHU third from right. As ldentifieadby
P-13 |MARONEY second from rightthe witness. 28
: Picture of DUSTIN settingAs identifi&dby
P-14 |fire to hootch. the witness. 28
House along north-south |As identifi&by
P-16 |trail wit observed being|the witness.
burned. Bodies 1n front}
' 29
MARONEY second from As identified by
P-17 {right, PHU third from the witness. 29
right.
: As identifiadby
P=33 !Same hootch as P-16 the witness. 29

"(DUSTIN) _ - 5

SUM APP T-122



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT :
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES_ PAGES
Shows same woman and As identified
P-34 |child as P-16. by the witness. 29
As identified by
P-36 (Picture of CARTER the witness. 30
Child he saw along As identified by
P-38 [south border of village. |the witness. - 30
Picture of 10 people he |[As identified by
P-40 |had seen shot. the witness. 30
Thinks this is group of |As identified by
P-41 |bodies he saw from a the witness. .
distance. '
30
As identified by
P-60 |Picture of GRIMES the witness. 31
_ As identified by
P-62 |Picture of WILLIAMS the witness. 31
Man on right front is G. |As identified by
P-64 |A. Smith. Behind him is {the witness.
Pete DELPOME.
' ’ , 31
Picture of DELPOME As l1dentified by
P-69 |setting fire to hootch. |the witness. 31
. |P-1 as annotated by the [Entered into ‘
. P-153 [witness. evidence. 32
(DUSTIN) 6 SUM APP T-122
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(The hearing reconvened at 1400 hours, 9 January

1970.)
MR WEST: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following persons are present: MR WEST,

LTC ROGERS, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP.
The next witness is Mr. Fred W. DUSTIN.

(MR DUSTIN was called as a witness, was
sworn, and testified as follows:)

Please state your full name, occupation,
and address.

A. Mr. Fred William DUSTIN, I'm a clerk. My address
is 19749 Covello, Canoga Park, California.

MR WEST: Mr. DUSTIN, before we get into any questions
I want to advise you about the nature and purpose of
this inquiry. This investigation was directed jointly
by the Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff,
United States Army, for the purpose of determining
facts and making findings and recommendations concern-
ing two things:

(1) the adequacy of prior investigations
that were made into what is commonly referred to now
as the My Lai incident of 16 March 1968, and

(2) possible suppression of information
by anyone who had a duty to report or furnish infor-
mation concerning this incident. In other words,
whether there was any coverup. o

This investigation is not being conducted
- to ingquire into all aspects of what happened at My Lai.
For example, we're not directly concerned with the in-
dividual culpability of anyone for what happened there
which may have been wrong or an offense of some kind.

We've had made available to us and have
reviewed prior cfficial statements obtained ‘at other
investigations of the incident. For example, we have
a copy of the statement which you gave to CID agents
some time ago.

/

(DUSTIN) 1 APP T-122
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Your testimony will be taken under oath.
A verbatin transcript will be prepared, and a tape-
recording is being made in addition to the verbatim
notes being taken by the reporter. I notice you
speak rather clearly, and if you continue to talk
like that the reporter will get everything.

Now, we are going to prepare a report.
It will be classified as confidential, but it is
possible that the testimony, or parts of it, will
later become a matter of public knowledge. 1It's
something we can't control ourselves.

You are asked not to discuss your testimony
here today, or to discuss the case with others, including
other witnesses who may come before us, except as you
may be required to do for some competent administrative,
judicial, or legislative body. For example, there is
a subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee
which is making an ingquiry into the My Lai case, and
they have been calling some witnesses. Of course,
when we ask you not to discuss the case, it wouldn't
apply to responding to guestions of the subcommittee.

I also want to ask you, have you received
an order from the military judge in the case of United
States v. Calley?

A. No.

MR WEST: Some of our witnesses have. I just wanted

to advise that it is permissable, within the limits

of that order, to testify here. And also, should you
receive an order later, the fact that we've asked

you not to discuss the case doesn't affect that order in
one way or another.

MR WEST: Mr. DUSTIN, for the record, I understand

that you were a member of the Army on 16 March 1968.

A. Yes, sir.

(DUSTIN) 2 APP T-122
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Q. What was your grade then?
A. I believe PFC.
Q. What was your outfit? Was it Charlie

Company 1/20, Task Force Barker?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. What was your platoon?

A, Third Platoon.

Q. What was your duty, you were—-

A, (Interposing) Rifleman.

Q. Who was your squad leader?

A. I'm not sure. I can't remember.

Q. I'm not sure myself. When did you hear

of the planned assault on My Lai (4), Mr. DUSTIN?

A, One or two days beforehand.

Q. | Was this at the time of the company briefing
by Captain MEDINA?

A, Yeé.

Q. - Do you remember what Captain MEDINA said
during this briefing? o

’A. The whole thing?

Q. What you can recall.

A, He‘said that we were going to have an

assault on a village, it was supposedly an enemy
village. We'd be leaving by choppers in the morning,
and would land outside of it. Like I said, the
village was supposed to be an enemy village.

(DUSTIN) 3 ' APP T-122
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They were going to drop leaflets, or somehow let

the people know that we were coming and that they
should leave. Because anybody who was left was to be
considered enemy. And Captain MEDINA told us that,
as far as he was concerned, everybody who was left
would be considered an enemy, and we were to destroy
the village because it was for VC and sympathizers.
I guess we were to burn the hootches, destroy the
food supplies, and kill the animals. He said that
he couldn't actually tell us to kill anyone, but as
far as he was concerned they were enemy and to be
treated as such. That's about it.

Q. - Did he say anything about how long this
particular operation was to last? Charlie Company,
how long it was to be in the field?

A. I don't remember.

Q. Do you know whether there was a meeting
of platoon leaders and platoon sergeants before the
company briefing?

A. I don't know anything about that, sir.

Q. What was the mood of the men of the company
after the briefing?

A. Worried, I guess, because it was the first
assault of any definite nature on which we were to
go. Afraid, I guess, anxious.

Q. As I understand, the company up to this
time had had quite a lot of casualties from snipers,
booby traps, and getting into minefields, and they
had never really had a good chance to come to grips
with the VC.

A. That's right.

(DUSTIN) ‘ 4 APP T-122
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Q. Was there any feeling that this was going
to be a chance--you were going to get a chance to get
even with "Charlie"?

A. I would say so, yes.

Q. Did Captain MEDINA suggest this aspect
of things, do you recall?

a. ' He may have said something like this
would be our chance for revenge.

Q. Did you have a platoon briefing after

this?

A. I don't recall.

Q. Your platoon leader was Lieutenaht LACROSS?
A. 'Yes.

Q. Your platoon sergeant was Sergeant‘LOPEZ?
A. Yes.

Q. Did LOPEZ talk to the platoon leader?

A. I don't remember now. |

Q. Let's move on to the next day. After you

were lifted in to--let's get a photograph. We might
just as well show you a blown-up aerial photograph,
Exhibit P-1, of My Lai (4) and the vicinity, Mr. DUSTIN.
As you see it in front of you, it is oriented so the

top is to the north. This east to the China Sea.

The scale of this is 1 inch equals about 80 meters.

If you look over on the map here, you can see My Lai (4).
There is the stream going around here, and you notice

the trail Highway 521, that's here, and the landing zone
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was west of the hamlet, as you recall. Now, do you recall
the mission of the 3d Platoon?

A. We were to remain outside of the village
as the reserve platoon, and to follow through after
the first two platoons got through on line.

Q. Do you recall any special instructions
about burning hootches for the 3d Platoon? ’

A, No, not special ones.

Q. All right, would you just describe for
us, then, what you saw, what the platoon did as you
moved-—-after you moved into the village?

A, As we were moving through we were searching
the hootches, setting them on fire, and dumping over
rice. T killed two pigs and a water buffalo. I don't
know if everybody was killing the animals or not. We
‘"were just generally cleaning up. If there were any
people around, we were supposed to bring them towards
the middle to be held as prisoners, I guess.

Q. Let's take the first half of the village
as you moved through. Did you see any dead bodies
as you went along?

A. Quite a few.

Q. What were these as far as age and sex was
concerned?

A. ' A lot of women, children, and old men.

I don't recall seeing any military-age males.

Q. Up to this point, were you aware of any
enemy resistance at all?

A. Well, we were outside the village. None
of the fire I recall came over my head, but I couldn't
really say who was shooting at whom.
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Q. Could you hear firing in the village?

A. Yes, quite a bit of shooting.

Q. Did the 3d Platoon itself meet ahy resistance
at allz

A. No.

0. Up to this point, say, halfway through

the village, had you seen any Vietnamese civilians
killed? I understand you had seen some dead bodies,
but did you see anybody actually shooting anybody?

A, No.

0. All right. I believe, according to your

statement to Mr. PORTER, the CID agent, that you did
see a shooting incident a little later on, at least

you were in the vicinity of one later on around the

center of the village. Would you describe that?

A, It was on the main trail running, I guess,
north and south through the village. There were some
women and children brought out from hootches into the
trail, and they were being guarded by the GIs. I was
walking past, and as they were being brought out, after
I had just gotten past them, I heard some shots. I
turned around, and they had been shot, but I don't
actually recall‘seeing the actual shooting.

Q. You remember about how many people there
were in this group?

A. It seemed to me like there were quite a
few, maybe 10.

Q. Were they all women and girls?

A, ‘I believe so. There could have been.an old
man or two.

Q. Could you describe--Do you remember the
description of the two soldiers? :
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A. I wasn't really taking note of who was
where, but it seems to me that they were, as I said
to the CID man, both Negroes, and one of them was
taller than the other. One was a little taller than
average, and the other was shorter than average.

Q. We have some photographs, Mr. DUSTIN. Maybe
you can identify a photograph of this group. We have

a group that looks--seems to fit this description.
Major ZYCHOWSKI will go over some photographs with you
later on. Were all the people in this group killed?

A. I don't know about eventually, but I know
when I looked, one girl was still alive.

Q. What sort of weapon were the men firing
at these people?

A. M-16.

Q. M—iG?

A. Yes.

Q. What did you do or see after this?

A. Then I went on down out the main trail,

and walked along out to the edge of the village, and
down the side a little ways. I stayed there most of
the time after the 1lift. And they called the company
together, and we moved out.

Q. Let's go back a bit, now. As you came out
of the village, along this north-south trail, I believe,
you told Mr. PORTER that you saw a group of bodies out
some distance along the trail.

A. Yes, I seem to remember. I don't believe
I told him I definitely saw them, but it seemed to

me there were some bodies out maybe 100 yards on this
trail.
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0. The way he has it here, you said to him:
"As I reached the southern treeline of
the village, I looked out over the bare
space. And at a distance of approximately
‘100 meters, I saw what I think were some
more bodies lying on the trail.

"At this point I moved east, mov1ng into
the tree line,"

as you just described. I asked you this particularly be-
cause we have had other witnesses who saw a group of bodies
about this same place. Could you tell what they were. Were
they women and children? ’ '

A. I really couldn't tell. I didn't go over and
look at them. .

Q. Too- far away. I believe when you moved
back to the east, I believe shortly after this, you
joined up with other members of the 34 Platoon. Could
you tell us what you did then?

A. As I remember, we joined up along that trail,
moved to the other side of the village, and moved on
out. |

Q.- Did you have lunch there in the v111age
before you moved on?

A. I don't remember.

Q. About how many bodies of Vietnamese civilians
did you see in the village altogether° Could you
estimate?

A. Maybe 100.

Q. Do you remember hearing an order'during the’
morning, perhaps between 10:30 and 11 o'clock, to stop

the killing or stop the shooting?
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A. Maybe, I'm not sure. It wasn't handed to
me as an order, just people telling each other to stop
shooting.

Q. Did you get the impression that it might
have been passed along? From the platoon leader, for
example.

A. To me it sounded like just to stop shooting,
because there were GI's all over the v1llage, and it
would be easy to hit one of them. :

Q. I see. Witnesses have told us that the
1st Platoon platoon leader, Lieutenant CALLEY, and
the 2d Platoon platoon leader, Lieutenant BROOKS

both did issue orders, I think it was along about
this time, to stop the shooting and knock off the
killing, or something to that effect. Apparently
because they received these orders from Captain
MEDINA over the radio on the company net, the company
"push." I thought perhaps Lieutenant LACROSS had
received the same order. Did you spend any time around
Lieutenant LACROSS that morning, particularly?

A, I may have passed him, but I wasn't assigned
to his headquarters, so I wouldn't be near him.

Q. Do you recall what you told Mr. PORTER

as to why the assault on My Lai (4) was different
from any that you had been on before, and afterwards
for that matter?

A, Well, it was the first one where we had

a definite target that was the main thing. It wasn't

just a big patrol. About--well, sometime before,

3 weeks or a month or so, we had walked through a
minefield and gotten several casualties. I think

it was two guys who got killed, and quite a few who

got injured badly. And also, before we went through

the village, the squad leader, COX, in my platoon was \
killed by a--it was either a mine, or a booby trap,

or he just picked up a dud round and it went off.
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Several members of his squad were hurt pretty badly.
So you ask about motive for the assault. It was sort
of revenge for us.

Q. I think the way you expressed it to Mr. PORTER
was that vou said:

"The men of the entire unit were 'psyched
up' for the My Lai (4) assault. As best I
can recall, the men were keyed up to the
extent that they were for My Lai (4)."

Is this about right?

A. Yes, I would think so.

Q. Did the 3d Platoon take any prlsoners
that you recall during the morning?

A. Not to my knowledge, no.

Q. Did'you see any people rounded up by 3d

Platoon, any of the villagers in groups sent forward
any place, or sent back?

A, No,
Q. During the morning, did you see any visiting

officers around My Lai (4), such as somebody from Task
Force Barker, brigade, or d1v1510n7

A, No, I didn't.

Q. How well did you know--Did you get to know
Captain MEDINA well? :

A. As a person or an officer?

Q. As an officer.

A. In a way, I guess I got to know him well

enough to trust his judgment.
Q. Now, as you know, there were a lot of
Vietnamese residents of My Lai (4) killed that morn-

ing throughout the hamlet, perhaps more in the lst
Platoon side. :
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This was a most unusual thing, and one of the explanations

we have had was that Captain MEDINA just lost control of

the company. Things got out of hand. Were you in a position
to judge whether there was anything to this, or not?

A. No, I was a rifleman. I didn't even—--I had
trouble just following my squad leader around.

Q. " Well, did you observe anything that would
make you think that things were out of control?

A. I don't know what you mean exactly by out
of control. There was--we weren't on line or in set
formations. We were, you could say, milling around,
but we were in our own areas.

Q. Well, more or less men just shooting every
Vietnamese they saw, this kind of thing.

A. Well, as I said, I didn't see anybody shoot
anyone.
Q. Do you remember what the company did the

rest of the day? During the afternoon, we know that
the company generally moved on to the east and a
little bit to the north.

A. As far as I remember, we moved on out to the
shore line along side the bay. '

Q. Well I think you--think back, I believe
maybe you skipped 24 hours, because we've had a lot
of evidence of what your company did that afternoon.
It moved a little bit to the east and north, met up
with Bravo Company, 4/3 and laagered for the night
around a graveyard. Do you remember this now? Per-
haps this will stir your memory. Do you remember
any members of the National Police with the company?

A. Not in connection with that. It doesn't
ring a bell, no. :
(DUSTIN) 12 . APP T-122
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Q. Well, late in the afternoon, after Charlie
Company Jjoined up with Bravo Company, there were some
National Police there. They were questioning some

VC suspects, Captain MICHLES of Bravo Company, and
Captain MEDINA of Charlie Company, and some other
officers. Do you recall any of this?

A. Well, sometime in that area, I remember
there were some National Police or whatever, and it
seems to me that they shot a suspect. I don't know
if it was in connection with this operatlon or not.
You were talking about spending a nlght in a grave-
vard. I remember one night we camped in--we had
"Snocpy" flying around us. I don't know it it's that
particular night, but we did one night in that area.

Q. I think you probably recall part of this.
We've had good evidence to the effect that the National
Police, there were two of them, questioned several sus-
pects and they eventually killed two of them bécause
they wouldn't talk. At least one of them had some
fingers cut off while he was being questioned. He
still wouldn't talk, so they shot him. I gather you
didn't see this, or don't know of that.

A. I didn't see any of the finger incident, no.
I was near the National Police at one time when I heard
some shots, and I found out later that they had killed
someone. If it was that day, I suppose then it was that
day. '

Q. -All our information indicated that it was
that day, the 16th. Bravo Company was lifted into
the area generally east of My Lai (4) that same day,
and they had certain operations on the 16th. Then
they went on to another area on the 17th. Did you
ever hear about there being some civilians killed in
ancther hamlet over by the sea, in the Bravo Company
area?
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A, I don't remember anything about Bravo
Company.
Q. This was in a hamlet or subhamlet of Co

Lay. There was one report that as many as 90 women,
children, and old men had been killed.

A. It doesn't mean anything to me.

Q. Do you remember being--the company being
lifted out to LZ Dottie. This actually occurred on
the afternoon of the 18th, the third day, the last
day of the operation. Do you recall that?

A. th specifically, no.

0. One other thing that happened was that

the brigade commander, Colonel HENDERSON, came out

to talk to some of the men of Charlie Company when
they came back there to 1LZ Dottie. This was two or
three helicopter loads, and they went in together.
Colonel HENDERSON came out to talk to them, and asked
them something about the operation of My Lai (4) on
the 1l6th. Do you recall such a thing, whether you
were there?

A. 'No, he didn't talk to me.

Q. Did you hear, about this time, that there
was an investigation going on of what happened at
My Lai (4) on the 16th?

A. Yes, I believe Captain MEDINA told us that’
there was an investigation or they were starting to
get one ready, and we should be careful to whom we
talk. Make sure they are-—-they had credentials of
some sort, and not just to talk with engineers in

the base camp.

Q. In other words, if it was somebody con-
ducting an investigation then it was okay. Other-
wise not to talk about it?
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A. Right.

Q. Do you remember when this was, with reference
to the 1l6th?

A. It was after we got back. I don't know if
it was the same day we got back, or the next day.

Q. . Did anyone ever.come around later to question
you about 1it? '

A. Not until about a month ago when the CID

man came.

Q. So, while you were in Vietnam, you never

were questioned about it?
A. No.

Q. Did you hear of anyone else being questioned
in the company?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Mr. DUSTIN, this is sort of a general
question. How did the men of Charlie Company feel
toward the Vietnamese people? Did they like them,
or dislike them, or just what was their attitude?

A. Different people felt differently, but

most of the guys, even if they did like a few specific
kids or something, disliked them because of the fact
that they were away from home, and they had to come
over and fight their war for them. So there would

be probably a little tinge of dislike overshadowing
whatever else they felt.

Q. .Sort of a resentment?
A. Yes.
Q. Was there any feeling, for example, that

the life of a Vietnamese just didn't count as much as
the life of an American? Do you think there was any
attitude like this?
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A. I don't think anyone ever mentioned it

in those words, exactly. They mentioned the fact
that they did live a lot differently from the people
in the United States, not as civilized, but no one
that I can recall ever said that their life was worth
any less than anyone else's.

Q. I asked that qpestion because, among other
things, we've been trying to understand what happened
there at My Lai (4) on the 1l6th of March. There were
incidents, of course, where groups of women, children,
and little babies were killed, even babies that couldn't
walk. Little children that could barely toddle, were
carefully and methodically shot. So the question has
been asked whether those who participated in this had
the feeling that to kill one of these was not the same
as to kill an American back home. Was any such thought
expressed in the company?

A. The idea was probably expressed because of
the fact that they did live lower types of llves.

Q. Lower standards and so forth?
a. Right.
Q. The next couple of questions will call

for an opinion, and I ask about everybody these questions.
Your opinion will be helpful to us. You must have thought
a good bit about what happened that day, and perhaps
talked it over with your friends in the company. What

is your opinion of why all these people were killed

at My Lai (4) that morning, why it happened?

A. Probably just because it was the first time
we'd ever run into a situation where we thought there
would be enemy resistance, and were like, carried away.
We'd been building it up in our minds that there was

a fortified village here, and very strong resistance.
And we went in expecting it. And the revenge factor
for all of our friends who had gotten injured or killed
recently. It was just a total of everything.
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Q. A combination of things like that?
A. Yes.
Q Some witnesses have thought that the men,

partlcularly those who methodically shot everybody
they saw in front of themn, thought they were ordered
to do this. They were -dust carrying out orders. pid
you have that impression?

A. No. Captain MEDINA specifically said that
he couldn't tell us to kill everybody or anybody, but
that everybody there was to be considered as an enemy.

Q. Do you think some of the men might have
nevertheless gotten the impression that any Vietnamese
in the village was enemy and fair game?

A. Yes, you could have easily construed it
any way you wanted it. I personally took it to be
careful of them, but I hadn't had any of my friends
killed either.

Q. You took it more to be cautious of what-
ever Vietnamese you saw.

A. Right, to be careful, not that you should
go ahead and kill them. But then, that's the way I've
been brought up, too.

0. There were gquite a few men in the company
in My Lai (4) that day who wouldn't shoot anyone.
According to the evidence, there were some who were
ordered to shoot people and refused. I think, Mr.
DUSTIN, you're also aware that this unusual thing
didn't become generally known in the United States
until 6 weeks ago, 2 months ago. It was actually
unknown to Department of the Army until a letter was
received from a former soldier in Vietnam named RIDENHOUR,
whom yvou might have known. Some of the members of
Charlie Company did, but he wasn't in that company.
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He wrote a letter to the Secretary of Defense and several
members of Congress, and, because of this, the Army started

an investigation in April conducted by the inspector general
and later the Provost Marshal General continued it, and then
there's the CID investigation that's going on now. But the
incident was not reported up through channels in the usual
way. One might expect it would, an extraordinary thing,
certainly over 100 dead. I would think that you've never seen
anything like it before or since.

A. No,

Q. Do you have any idea why 1t was not reported
of ficially in a regular way?

A, No, I really couldn't tell you.

Q. We've had some witnesses tell us that they
thought that they had been told that there was an investi-
gation going on, that the facts were known, being loocked
into, and that what had happened--and that the proper action
would be taken. They also said that they never heard any-
thing that, if there was an investigation. Did anybody in
the company talk about it later that you know?

A. No. We were told that there would be an inves-
tigation, but no one came to ask us about it. My general
feeling was that it was something that was unpleasant, and
I tried to forget about it. I didn't want to talk about it.
I don't recall really discussing it too thoroughly with
anybody else in the company.

Q. At the time, as I understand it, this is the
first time, the first real action like this you'd been
in where there were a lot of people killed. Did you
come out of it with the feeling that, well, this is the
way combat is?

A. No, I wouldn't say that. For one thing, I
didn't see any of the actual action, if you want to
call it action.

Q. The actual killing of people?
A. Right, I was just sort of--
Q. (Interposing) You're pretty close to this one

group that was shot down in the middle of the road?
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A. That I didn't put under the general term of actual
combat. My image of war, I guess, changed slightly. But I
still didn't--I wouldn't say that this was an everyday
occurrence.

Q. .If at the time, right after My Lai (4), back in
LZ Dottie with the rest of the company, do you think that
if investigators had come around in a formal investigation,
and had taken statements from the members of the company,
that the members of the company would have talked freely
and told what happened that day.

A. I suppose, just as they're doing now, that those
who have come forward and spoken out would have then, and
the ones who don't say anything wouldn't have said anything
then, either. It might have been a little hard to talk then
because you'd just been through it, and you might have been
upset by it, you know, to the point where you wouldn't want
to talk about it. It would have been a lot fresher in
everybody's mind for sure. The details would have fit
together a little better.

Q. Well, let me put it a little dlfferently. Do
you think if a thorough investigation had been conducted,
that the story would have come out of what happened.

A, Publicly?

0. Well, it would have become known officially what
happened. :

A. That's what I thought an investigation would be.
It would be by someone higher up.

Q. An inspector general or maybe CID, or someone like
that? : '

A. Yes, I'm not familiar with who would carry it

out, but it seems to me that much higher than company
level should have; battalion, brigade, or maybe division.

Q. Well, from your knowledge of the situation
there, do you think if there had been a thorough inves-
tigation, the facts would have come out?

A. I'm not sure what you mean by "the facts would
come out."
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Q. Well, it could have been known to the division.
"A. Yes, definitely.

LTC ROGERS: What had you been told about treatment of civ-
ilians before this operation, not specifically connected
with this operation.

A. You mean how we were to treat them? To search
them, first of all, and make sure they didn't have any
weapons concealed on them. To keep them quiet and
separated. Well, this was relatively soon after I got into
Vietnam. Most of my training would have been just Army
training films, and nobody had said anything too different
from that. Just to be more careful, to check real careful
for weapons. and grenades, and not to trust them.

Q. Had you been in a situation where you were con-
fronted with a number of civilians before?

A. We had gone through some villages on our regular
patrols where we didn't do anythlng except move them into
the center of the village, didn't really search them out

or anything.. . Just general checking out of the villagers,
getting people out of the way and congregated into one
spot, that's all.

Q. In those places you just assembled them?

A. Right. |

Q. Were your instructions to do that in My Lai
(4)?

a. I don't remember exactly what he told us to do

with them. We were told that they would be enemy, though,
and to treat them as such, and to be extra careful.

Q. How long after the other platoons moved out aid
your platoon move out?

A. About a half hour, I think, within a half hour.
' b

Q. When you got in the village, was your platoon
mixed up with other platoons? '
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A. There was an overlapping, yes.

Q. Did you see your squad leader all the time?
A. Did I see him all the time? No, not that I
remember. My squad was broken up, searching different
hootches, two or three men to a hootch. You were pretty

much on your own just as long as you kept contact with
another GI so you'd know what was happening.

Q. Mr. DUSTIN, on the 15th, after the briefing you had,
were you under the impression that you would find women and
children in the village, or were you briefed somewhat to

the effect that they would be gone to the market, or gone
shopping, or something like this.

A. As I remember, we were told that they would drop
leaflets or fly in the loudspeaker plane, and somehow notify
the village that anybody left in the village when we got
there would be considered VC or VC sympathizers. Every-
body else should leave. I heard this market thing in a
couple of places in the news, but I don't recall anybody
saying it to me.

Q. Then you were briefed on the 15th that 1eaflets
were dropped?

A. I'm not positive. It was leaflets or the plane,
but there definitely was going to be some attempt made to
notify them.

MR WEST: We just got a statement from another man. I
don't remember his name right now. His recollection is
that the company was told that this had been done some
time before in a previous operation. I don't comment on
that, but we get these different versions, you know, this
is the way he recalled it.

A. In my mind it seems to be either that morning
or the day before, but very soon before it was to happen.

Q. What kind of an officer was Lieutenant LACROSS?
A. He was a fair man; hé was a good leader; he was

friendly to his men. He was an officer and he would stand
apart from you, and also a man who could joke with you at
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times. He was, I think, he was relatively new. I mean, he
hadn't been the service too awfully long. He was still
learning, but he was still a good leader.

Q. One witness told us that Captain MEDINA used to
chew him out now and then, but Lieutenant LACROSS didn't
let it get under his skin, and went away smiling. I don't

know just what that meant.

A. I can believe it. I don't know any certain circum-
stances. He was rather easy going. He did his job, but he
didn't go out of his way to be really technical about things.

Q. MR. DUSTIN, in a couple of moments we'll finish
the interrogation proper, but we'd appreciate it if you

would spend some time with Major ZYCHOWSKI, who will show you
some photographs, perhaps take you through the hamlet on an
aerial photograph, and discuss some other matters with you.
There is one more guestion I'd like to ask you which I usually
ask people. In November, there were some newspaper stories
that some of the men of Charlie Company may have been

under the influence of marijuana the morning of the 1l6th.
This possibly could have something to do with all the

people who were killed. Did you ever hear anything like
this?

A. In the news media, yes. As far as the guys in
the company, I know there were some who smoked marijuana.

I don't know if that would have had any effect or not, would
have pushed them over the edge to where they'd just go ahead
and kill people, if they wouldn't have done it anyway.

Q. To your knowledge, was anybody high on marijuana
that morning?

A. To my knowledge, no. That was the first time I
was exposed to marijuana, so I probably wouldn't have recog-
nized it anyway. There's a good possibility that some guys
were up on it that day. Like I said there were some guys, I
found out eventually when I was over in Vietnam, who had been
smoking grass.

Q. Mr. DUSTIN, can you think of anything that you'd
like to tell us that might be of some assistance to us.

Something that we haven't thought to ask you about, anything
that comes to mind? We'd appreciate it.
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A. Not offhand, no.

0. We very much appreciate your coming here. 1It's a
long way, I know it's a lot of trouble and inconvenience to
you particularly in the kind of weather we're having. You've
been very helpful to us, and we're very grateful. Thank you,
very much.

(The hearing recessed at 1503 hours, 9 January 1970.)

(The hearing reconvened at 1530 hours,
9 January 1970. MAJ ZYCHOWSKI and the witness were present.)

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Mr. DUSTIN, I'd like to remind you
that you are still under oath. 1In front of you is
an aerial photograph, Exhibit P-1, of the village
of My Lai (4) and the surrounding areas. I would
like to have you show on the map the route that you
took during the My Lai (4) assault, and any other
significant things which stand out in your mind
that could possibly have occurred. Would you tell
me what 1lift you came in on?

A. I can't remember which 1lift.

Q. In other words, you were not on the first,
initial 1lift that went in.

A. No, 3d Platoon was the last one to be
lifted out.
Q. Could you point on the map the approximate

area of the LZ?

(MR DUSTIN points out location on aerial
photo and marks same with the number 1. Exhibit P-1
was later received in evidence with annotations by
MR DUSTIN as Exhibit P-153.)

Mr. DUSTIN, would you continue and de-
scribe what happened, and the route that you took
through the village?

A. We waited about 30 minutes for the first
two platoons to move through.
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Q. Where did you wait at this time?

A. in the LZ area itself.

Q. Right in the LZ. Did you have a perimeter
defense?

A. Basically, a line defense towards the

village. Then we moved forward into the village and
took a random path toward the center, checking the
hootches as we went. I myself got to the north-south
trail in the village, and came south to the edge of
the village.

Q. ‘Mr. DUSTIN, from the time you entered

the village of My Lai (4) until you reached the junction
of the north-south trail, did you see any bodies along
the trail?

A. Yes, sir. There were bodies scattered
here and there by the hootches as I came through the
village.

Q. Did you see any large numbers?

A. Not bunches, no. Small groups, two or
three.

Q. And these bodies, could you 1dent1fy

them at this time as to whether they were men, women,
or children?

A. They were mostly women, children, and
old men. I don't recall seeing any military-age males.
Q. What happened from the time you reached

the north-south trail? What route did you take then?
A. I came south to the edge of the village.

On my way, I saw a group of maybe 10 people being
brought out from within some hootches onto this trail.
After I had passed this group, I heard some shots

and turned around. And they had been killed.

Q. Approximately how many people were killed?
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A. I would say that there were about 10 people
in the group, and there was one girl, small girl,
still alive. I don't know who else was alive.

0. Could you point on the map the approximate

area where you saw these people?

The witness marked the location with a
number 2.) '

0. At the scene then, Mr. DUSTIN, at point

2, you indicated that approximately 10 people were
killed. You mentioned that one little girl was still--
had been wounded. Do you know what happened to this
girl?

A. . No, I left the scene. I didn't see what
happened to her.

Q. Please continue, Mr. DUSTIN?

A. I went generally south along the trail,

searching the hootches and checking out the area,
came out to the edge of the village, and then went
west along the trail for maybe 100 meters or so.

Q. As you were walking in a westerly direction,
did anything of significance occur?

A. After I turned west and had gone a few
meters, somebody mentioned the fact that a GI had
been shot in the foot, or had shot himself in the
foot. As I recall, I went back to look, and I saw
him laying in the trail with some people around him
taking care of him.

Q. ~ Do you know who this soldier was?
- A, I believe his name was CARTER. I didn't
know him personnally. '
Q. Did you physically see him?
A. As I recall, yes.
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Q. After you observed CARTER, you continued
in a westerly direction. What happened then?

A. We held up along this trail for a few
minutes, and then got the word to regroup and move

out. I followed my path back to the north-south trail,
in toward the center of the village, and then out

in a basically northeasterly direction.

Q. As you were proceeding back to the north-
south trail, going in a northeasterly direction, did
you observe any other significant acts that stand
out in your mind?

A, It seems to me that there was a body

of a small child along this trail, the east-west trail
on the edge of the village, before I got back to the
north-south trail going through the village.

Q. Did you observe any large number of bodies?
A. I recall something along the north-south
trail, maybe 100 meters out of the village. It seems

to me there were bodies there, but I didn't go out
to check them out.

Q. Would you indicate on the map the approximate
area where you observed these bodies?

(The witness marked the location with a
number 3.)

Mr. DUSTIN, as you were looking down on
the trail to the south of My Lai (4), could you estimate
the number of bodies that you observed?
A. I would say about 10 or 15.
Q. Please indicate with a number 4 on the map
the approximate area where you observed 10 to 15 bodies
along the trail.

(The witness did as requested.)

Would you please continue? What happened
after you observed these bodies on the trail?
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A. We moved back in through the village along
the north-south trail towards the center again, formed
up, and then moved out the other side of the village.

Q. As you moved back through this village,
along this trail, did you observe these bodies that
you pointed out there at point 2?

A. Yes, they were still there.

Q. After you passed point 2, in what direction
did you go through the village?

A. From there, we took a northeasterly dlrectlon
and went on out the corner of the village.

Q. You were proceeding through the village.
Did you observe any other significant acts that stand
out in your mind?

A. Not to my knowledge, no.

Q. After you got out of the village, did
you marry up with the rest of the company, or what
happened?

A. As I remember, we married up with the
company and then left the area.

0. Do you recall where you went after that?

A. I believe we went generally toward the
ocean, and set up our overnight camp in the area some-
where.

Q. If I understand you correctly, you don't
recall what happened after you left the village of
My Lai (4)?

A. That's right. We just came out of the
village and moved out toward the ocean. That is all
I can remember.
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Q. I'll now show you the photos that you

have selected, on which you feel that you can identify
something. What do you recognize on these photos,
p-6, pP-7, P-8, P-9, and P-107?

A. Those are the pictures of CARTER and his
injured foot, and the guys helping him and removing
him.

Q. These phbtos——can you select any of these
photos, and place it somewhere near area 3 where
you stated you observed CARTER?

A. Yes. Photos P-6, P-7, and P-10 are the

photos of CARTER when he was by the trail in area
3. :

Q. I show you photo P-~13. What do you recog-
nize on that?

A. Sergeant PHU, the interpreter. Sergeant

PHU is the third person from the right. Sergeant
MARONEY, I believe, is his name. He was in the mortar
platoon. Sergeant MARONEY is the second man from

the right.

Q. Do you recognize this area?

A, No.

Q. Photo P-14?

A. P-14 is myself, setting fire to a hootch.

I recognize the watch on my wrist.

Q. Is this scene taken in My Lai (4)°?

A. I would assume it was, yes.

Q; But you're not positive?

A. I can't definitely identify the house.
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Q. P-16?

A. P-16 is a house along the north-south
trail that I observed being burned, and three bodies.
there's an old man in front of the porch, a woman,
and child on the porch.

Q. Would you point to the approximate area
on the map?

A. As I recall, it was around area 2.

0. The area that was previously listed as
point 2?

A. Yes.

Q. P-177?

A. I recognize Sergeant MARONEY again, and
I believe Sergeant PHU. (Sergeant MARONEY, sécond

person from the right; and Sergeant PHU, the third
person.) .

Q. Do you recognize this area, where it was
in the village? :

A. 'It's on the outside. I couldn't say

which side, though.

Q. Is this My Lai (4)?

A. I can't tell you.

0. Photo P-332

A. P-33 is the same hootch as in P—16._-
Q. P-347?

A. ‘ P-34 shows the woman and child of the

same photograph, P-16.
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Q. Are both P-33 and P-34 in the same location
as P-167

A. Right. They are all of the samé thing.

Q. P-367

A. That's CARTER again.

Q. Do you recognize the area, is it.the same

as where you observed him before?

A. As far as I can tell from the photo, he's
still alongside of the trail.

Q. P-38?2

A. P-38 would be the child that I seem to

recall along the south border of the village, west
from the north-south trail.

Q. P-40?

A. P-40 seems to be a picture of the group
of about 10 people referred to in area 2 on the
map .

Q. ‘P-417

A. P-41 could be the'group of people referred
to in area 4 on the north-south trail.

Q. Since you observed these dead bodies
from a distance, you cannot positively state that
these are the ones you saw. But you think that
"these resemble the bodies that you saw?

A. That is correct.
Q. P-607?
A. P-60, I think, is a picture of a man named

GRIMES in my platoon.
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Is this My Lai (4)?
I can't tell.
P-627

P—62, the man on the left appears to be

man named WILLIAMS, who was in my platoon also.

How about the person on the right?

I can't be sure about the person on the

Do you know where this area is located?

No, I don't.

Is it My Lai (4)?
I can't tell.

P-647?

P-64, the man on the right front is G.A. SMITH,

and the man behlnd him is Pete DELPOME. i

Q.
A.
Q.

A.
hootch.

Q.
A.

Q.

(DUSTIN)

Do you recognize the area?
No.
P—.69? ':

-69 is DELPOME again, setting fire to a

Do you recognize this area?
No. 1

You don't know if this is My Lai (4)7?

I‘can't say.
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Q. Is there anything else you can recall
that stands out in your mind that we could put on
the map, any other significant events°

A Not really. I think I've covered it pretty
well. Most of the things that went on, went on when
I was in there.

Q. If this is correct, I'd appreciate it
if you would sign your name at the top of the photo.

(Witness did as requested.)

The photo is entered into evidence as
Exhibit P-153.

When did you join C/1/20?
A. In Hawaii, in Schofield Barracks.

Q. While you were in Schofield, prior to
going to Vietnam, did the company, or battalion in
this case, receive any training?

A. Not while I was there. They had received
all their training prior to the time that I arrived.

I got there 10 days before we left for Vietnam.

Q. So actually then, while you were in Hawaii,
you received no training as far as treatment of non-
combatants and prisoners of war and so forth. Is

this correct?

A. Not myself, no.

Q. After you arrived in Vietnam, did you
receive any training?

A. Not any specialized training, no.

Q. I'm referring again to prisoners of war,
noncombatants, rules of engagement, and so forth.

A. Not as far as I can remember after the
regular training movies and AIT.

Q. In other words, the only training you had

as far as noncombatants and prisoners of war was the train-
ing you received while in AIT?
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A. As far as I can remember, yes.

Q. I show you Exhibit M-2, and ask you if
you recall seeing this particular card. This card
is entitled: "Nine Rules."

A. No, I never saw one of these.

Q. Were you ever issued a card similar to
this?

A. No, I wasn't.

Q. I show you Exhibit M-3, entitled: "Enemy
in Your Hands." Have you ever seen this card, or

were you issued such a card?

A. No, I was not.

Q. This completes this portion of the inter-
rogation. -Is there anything which you could add which

would help us in our investigation?

A. I don't believe so. Anything that I can think
of that is pertinent I have already told you.

Q. Again we would appreciate it if, after you
go home, you should come across any documents or maps,
letters or tapes which would refer to the My Lai (4)
incident, you would contact us and let us know.

‘'The hearing will recess.

V(Thé hearing recessed at 1630 hours, 9 January
1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: FLORES, Abel

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A
COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Medic, 3d Platoon, c/1/20.

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

a. MEDINA's briefing.

The witness testified that Captain MEDINA told the
men in the company at the briefing on 15 March that they
could expect either NVA or VC in the village and should
anticipate heavy fire from them (pg. 3). Everything in the
village belonged to the VC and all the people were VC (pg.3).
Women were VC sympathizers. Children would grow up to be VC.
Livestock and other food was VC food (pg. 26). MEDINA told
them that the villagers had been warned that they were coming
in (pg. 26). The witness did not recall MEDINA telling his
men to kill all the people (pg. 26), but stated that he
received the impression that everyone in the village could
be shot (pg. 28).

b. Morale of the company.

The witness reported that the men of the company
were rather scared, since they had never had a direct
confrontation with the enemy (pg. 4). Many of them wanted
to get even with the VC since they had never had a chance
before (pg. 5).
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2. ASSAULT ON MY LAI.

a. The landing.

The witness stated that when the landing was made
there had been some sniper fire. However, he noted that the
fire was not coming from the direction of the village (pg.6).
He added that when the company arrived in My Lai they were
ready for VC and when they received sniper fire everything
went wild. He dofered that everyone was so keyed up for a
fight that it was possible that they started killing
everything they saw (pg. 25).

b. The assault through the wvillage.

The witness said that he entered the village with
Lieutenant LACROSS and MEDINA and at that time MEDINA gave
LACROSS the order for his platoon to burn the village (pg.6).
The witness added that by the time he arrived in the village
everything was burning (pg. 6). When he arrived at the
center of the village he saw women, children, and elderly
men who had been shot and were lying along the trail. At the
middle of the village there was a large pile of bodies. 1In
all he saw at least 100 bodies (pg. 7). He noted that there
had been no resistance after the first sniper fire was
received (pg. 11l). He stated that he had seen no shooting
himself, but he did see the bodies and the burning of
buildings (pg. 11l). He noted that he had heard the story of
the 1lst Platoon shooting some 50 people in an irrigation ditch,
but did not see the ditch himself (pgs. 14, 15). He averred
that he had heard nothing of any killings at Co Lay (pg.25).

c. Reactions to the killings.

He related that after CARTER had seen WIDMER do all
the shooting, he stated he could not take part in it (pg.9).
He noted that some helicopter pilots were calling into the
company net inquiring into the reason for all the killing
(pg. 19). LACROSS reacted as if he were stunned at all the
killing, as did the witness, and the former went to the
radio to find out what had happened (pg. 10). He noted that
LACROSS gave no orders to stop shooting, but added that the
3d Platoon was not doing the shooting. They were burning
the village (pg. 17).
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g. End of the operation.

The witness testified that the company was lifted
out much sooner than they expected. MEDINA had told them
this was to be a long operation and the witness said that he
had the idea that they would be in the field for about a
month (pg. 22). He did not recall Colonel HENDERSON speaking
to them when they came in from the operation (pg. 23).

3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT.

a. MEDINA's speech to the company.

The witness testified that MEDINA called the company
together at LZ Dottie and told them that if anything came
out of the My Lai incident he would cover for them or do
whatever he had to do. He told them not to speak to anyone
about the incident (pg. 24). The men had heard that there
was to be an investigation, and he had the impression that
MEDINA was afraid that they would talk too much (pgs. 30,3L).

b. Actions of the men.

The witness stated that some men in the company
had intended to write their congressmen, but did not when
they heard that there was an investigation (pg. 27). He
noted that the men did not talk too much about My Lai
since they were so shook up about it (pg. 27). He heard
that one man went to a psychiatrist about the incident, but
the psychiatrist did not believe his story. He then went to
a chaplain, but the witness stated he heard nothing more of
this man's efforts (pgs. 27, 28).

c. Opinion concerning a coverup.

The witness stated that he was never approached by
anyone in an investigative capacity (pg. 23). He added that
he read in the Stars and Stripes that his outfit had killed
over 300 VC during the @eration, but that did not bother him
as much as a report that the unit was to receive a citation
for the operation (pgs. 23, 27). He considered this a cover-
up (pgs. 27, 31).

4. OTHER INFORMATION.
a. Exhibits.

The exhibits involved in this testimony are
noted, infra.
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b. Marijuana.

‘The witness stated that marijuana was used in the
company, but did not think it a problem. He indicated that
there was some use during the operation (pg. 24).

c. Attitude of C/1/20 toward Vietnamese.

When they first arrived incountry, the men in the
company were sympathetic towards the Vietnamese, but after
they had lost their buddies, they came to hate VC
sympathizers (pg. 24). He added that he had never seen any
other Vietnamese being mistreated by anyone from his out-
fit (pg. 25).

~d. Rapes.
The witness stated that he had heard stories about
men in C Company raping young girls when they went through

villages, but he heard no such rumors concerning the My Lai
operation (pgs. 31, 32).
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules” Not recognized. 36
_ MACV Card "Enemy 1n Your _
M-3 Hands" Not recognized. 36
P-3 Miscellaneous Scene Recognized PHU. 36
P-4 Miscellaneous Scene Recognized CAPEZZA| 37
Recognized CARTER,
P-6 Miscellaneous Scene and WIDMER. 37,39
Recognized CARTER _
pP-7 Miscellaneous Scene and WIDMER. 37,39
Recognized MEDINA,
P-8 Miscellaneous Scene MURRAY, CAPEZZA,
) MARTIN, PAUL and 37,38,
WIDMER. 39
Recognized CARTER,
P-9 Miscellaneous Scene MAURO, and WIDMER.| 38,39
o CARTER being
P-10 Miscellaneous Scene medevac'd. 39,40
Recognized CAPEZZA
P-11 Miscellaneous Scene CARTER, BERNHARDT
and himself.
40
Recognized BERN-
P-12 Miscellaneous Scene HARDT, CAPEZZA,
' CARTER and himselq
: 40,41
. Récognized PHU
P-13 Miscellaneous Scene and MARONEY. 41,43
pP-14 Miscellaneous Scene Recognized DUSTINJ 41, 42
P-15. Miscellaneous Scene Recognized CAPEZZA 42
- Recognized MURRAY
P-17 Miscellaneous Scene MEDINA, MARONEY,
and LOPEZ.
42,43
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION - NOTES PAGES
: : JRecognized man but
pP-18 Miscellaneous Scene could not recall
name. :
43
P-25 Miscellaneous Scene Recognized GRIMES. 44
P-26 Miscellaneous Scene Recognized LZ Dottip 44,45
P-30 Miscellaneous Scene Recognized himself.| 45
. Bodi€s at south
pP-31 Miscellaneous Scene end of My Lai (4). 45
P-35 Miscellaneous Scene Recognized CAPEZZA. 45
Recognized CAPEZZA
P-36 Miscellaneous Scene and CARTER. 46
, Scene on trail at
P-38 Miscellaneous Scene My Lai (4). 46
Recognizéd Iittle
P-39 Miscellaneous Scene boy at My Lai (4). 46
P-41 |Miscellaneous Scene Scene on trail. 46,47
P-56 Miscellaneous Scene Recognized WIDMER. 47,48
pP-57 Miscellaneous Scene Recognized LOPEZ. 48
Recognized landing
P=-61 Miscellaneous Scene strip. 48
P-62 Miscellaneous Scene Recognized FRANKLIN 48
: 3d Platoon golng
P-64 Miscellaneous Scene in. , . 48-50
Recognized PHU,
P-66 Miscellaneous Scene MURRAY, and WEST. 49
P~67 Miscellaneous Scene Recognized PHU. 49,50
P-68 Miscellaneous Scene Did not recognize 50
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT ‘ ,
NUMBER DESCRZPTION - NOTES : PAGES
P-69 Miscellaneous Scene Did not recognize .| 50

} Shown to witness, 5,7,
P-136 Aerial photo marked, and entered| 8,12,

into evidence. 1 34,50

MAP-4 $Map 6739 II Shown to witness. 5
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(The hearing reconvened at 1448 hours, 3
January 1970.)

MR WEST: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: MR WEST,
COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP.

The next witness is Mr. Abel FLORES.

(MR FLORES was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Would you state your full name, occupation, and
residence?

A. Abel FLORES. I'm from San Antonio, Texas, a
student at San Antonio College. '

MR WEST: Mr. FLORES, before we proceed with any ques-
tions, I want to advise you of the nature and purpose

of this inquiry. This investigation was directed jointly

by the Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff of the
Army for the purpose of determining facts and making findings
and recommendations concerning: '

(1) the adequacy of prior investigations and
inquiries into and subsequent reviews and reports within the
chain of command of what is now commonly referred to as the
My Lai incident of 16 March 1968, and

(2) the possible suppression or withholding of
information by any person who had a duty to report or
furnish information concerning this incident.

This investigation is not being conducted to
investigate all facts and circumstances of what happened at
My Lai. It is directed to those specific purposes which I
have just stated. For example, we are not concerned with
individual culpability for things that were done at My Lai
which may have been wrong. We've had made available to us
and reviewed prior official statements obtained in other
official investigations of the My Lai incident. For example,
we have a copy of a statement which you gave to a CID agent.
Your testimony will be taken under oath. A verbatim trans-
cript will be prepared. A tape recording is being made in
addition to the verbatim notes being taken by the reporter.
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Now, the general classification of the report
which will be made of this investigation is confidential.
But it is possible that the testimony or parts of it may
later become a matter of public knowledge.: You are re-
gquested not to discuss your testimony in this investigation
with others, including other witnesses before this in-
vestigation except as you may be required to do so before
a competent judicial, legislative, or administrative
body. Are you subject to the order of the military judge
in the court-martial case of the United States v. Calley?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. That being so, you're advised that your appear-
ance here in no way changes the applicability of that. order.
At the same time Judge KENNEDY has ruled that it is per-
missible for you to testify before us. Do you have any
questions about this?

A, I was just going to ask about that.
Q. These activities are both. official and can go

on simultaneously. Mr. FLORES, were you a member of the
Army on 16 March 19687

A. Yes, sir.

Q. When were you discharged?

A. I was discharged 8 September 1969.

Q. What was your duty assignment on 16 March 19687

A. I was éssigned to C/1/20. I was a medic for the
3d Platoon.

Q. At that time was C/1/20 part of Tésk Force Barker?
A. Yes, sir, it was. |

Q. When did you first hear of the planned assault

on My Lai (4)7?

A. The plan itself was discussed the day before by
Captain MEDINA. He told us what we were going to do and

why we were going to do it.

Q. Is this when the company was assembled at Landing
Zone Dottie?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. What did he tell the company that day?
A. He told us we were in for a big operation the

next day, that we were going to have to prepare for it
all day and make sure everything was in top condition.
We were going to take double the load of ammo, and medics
would have to take double the load in medical supplies
for this mission. We would probably be out for a long
time, and we could expect a lot of action. Then he went
into detail, telling us about why we were making the
assault and everything else on this village, and that
there was supposed to be some battalion of the North
Vietnamese or the VC in this village, and to expect
heavy fire from these people. ‘

0. Did he say what the company was to do in the
village?

A. I don't know exactly.

Q. How the company was to operate in the village,

what it was to do?

A. What they were supposed to do? I was with

3d Platoon, and he gave orders--I was with Lieutenant
LACROSS usually. He gave us orders to work in a tri-
angle; lst and 2d Platoons, and the 3d Platoon was sup-
posed to bring up the rear. Our orders were to burn

down the village. That's the only orders that I knew of.

Q. Do you remember his orders to the lst and 2d
Platoons?
A. He usually gave the orders to platoon leaders.

I really didn't hear them at all.

Q. Was anything said about the people in the hamlet?
A. Well, he told us that these people were VC. Every-
one in the village was VC, and everything in there belonged

to the VC.

Q. Do you remember a memorial service being held
scmetime before this briefing?
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A. Yes, there was a scrvice for--I think 1t was
maybe just about a week before or so. Five guys were

hit by a booby trap, and one of them was killed. It was
Sergeant COX, and they held services for him.. I think he
was pretty close to everybody in the company.

Q. This was about a week before the briefing?

A. I can't remember exactly when, but it was
about that time.

Q. We've asked several witnesses, and testimonies
have varied a good bit about just when it was. Two
witnesses thought it was the same afternoon as the brief--
ing.

A. It might have been. I'm not sure.

Q. "Your initial recollection was that it was
perhaps a week before?

A. Yes.

Q. We're also told that a chaplain who was a
major conducted the ceremony. Do you recall this?

A. I just remember there was sort of a mass being
said. I don't really remember who conducted it.

Q. What was the mood of the company after Captain
MEDINA's briefing? Did it sound as if you were in for a
big fight?: .

A. Before, all we had been doing, we had been sniped
at, and we'd walk into a minefield and a lot of people

got injured and killed, and things like this. We

had never been able to fight. I was scared myself. I didn't
know what I was in for, and I think just about everybody

was scared.

Q. Had the company been in a real fire fight with
the VC from the time you came over from Hawaii?

A, Well, I was with the company only about a month

before this operation. I don't know what happened. While
I was with them, all that we received was sniper fire.
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Q. You had never really come to grips with them?

A. No, not really. And as I recall, I think we
had always come out on the raw end of it. :

Q. Was there any spirit of wanting to get even
with the Viet Cong? We've had some witnesses tell us that
they thought maybe this played a part in it. Is that

your impression?

A. I think that was the attitude of many people.
We never really had a chance to get even. I guess this
is the way they felt, like they were going to get their
big chance now.

Q. Did everybody expect that they were in for a
real fight?

A. They expected something else than what they
got. I didn't expect what happened there.

0. Okay, let's go to the next day, 16 March, at

My Lai, after you got out of the helicopter on the landing
zone. This is an enlarged aerial photograph of My Lai (4)
and vicinity. (The witness was shown Exhibit P-1.) And I
show you also a 1:25,000 scale map which has been admitted
into evidence as Exhibit MAP-4. You notice the outline of
the little village here on the map; this is My Lai (4).
Notice the stream coming up here. Below the village there's
a trail leading down to this road. Here it is on the map,
coming down here. This is Highway 521. This is north on
the photograph. East is the China Sea, out this way. The
scale of the photograph is 1 inch equals about 100 meters.

This is the landing zone in here. Does this look familiar
to you? ‘ '

A. It does a little bit.

Q. Do you remember Hill 85, which is south of My

Lai (4)? Do you recall Hill 85? A man named MEADLO in the
lst Platoon lost his foot there. :

A. Yes, MEADLO lost his foot as we were walking
through a village.

Q. Actually it was on this hill. Here's Hill 85
(indicating), and this is the lower part of the hill.
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(The witness was further oriented on
Exhibit P-1.)

Mr. FLORES, can you describe for us what you did
and saw after you got out of the helicopter at the landing
zone there by My Lai (4) on the morning of 16 March?

A. We left early that morning. We landed, I
imagine, around here someplace, in the rice paddy. As soon
as we were landing we were receiving sniper fire. We had
been radioced and told they were taking sniper fire, and when
we got there they were still taking it in. '

Q. So it was a hot LZ?

A. It was a hot LZ. I was with the last group to be
lifted, with Lieutenant LACROSS and the RTO. Captain MEDINA
and his RTO's, they were on the same lift. We landed, and
3d Platoon, I think, they went up. We stayed there in the
rice paddy. I stayed there with Lieutenant LACROSS. One
squad went up, and they shot the snipers. Meanwhile --

Q. (Interposing) Let's stop there just a moment.
We've had testimony that one squad moved south, like this,
down to this intersection. Is that what you referred to when

yvou talked about one squad moving out? This is a wood line
here (indicating), isn't it?

A. They moved up this way, and this is where we were
receiving sniper fire (indicating). They say we also took
it in from the village, but the only sniper fire I saw was
coming from this direction here (indicating).

0. What happened after that?

A. Well, as we were taking care of the snipers

we just waited for them; and the 1lst and 2d Platoons started
moving in through the village, and then Captain MEDINA

moved over to where we were. We both walked into the village
together, and that's when--I think just before that he gave
the orders to Lieutenant LACROSS for our platoon to burn

down the village; and that's exactly what they did. They
went through there and burned it down and everything.

Q. Could you describe and go through the village as
you did then, and tell us what you saw?

A. Well, as I first walked in the village, there
was nothing there. EBverything was burning. I got to the
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middle of it --

Q. (Interposing) Now, as the aidman, were you
moving with the headquarters section of the platoon?

A. Yes, headduarters section of the platoon, with
Lieutenant LACROSS. We were going almost to the center of
the village. I got about midway through, and we started
seeing all these Vietnamese. Women and children and old
men had been shot and were lying along the trail. And

I remember, right in the middle there was a big pile of
them just stacked up along the trail there. They had all
been shot, or else grenades or something had blown up.
Most of the shooting, it was already in front of us, yet
the 3d Platoon was doing some of it. I guess they were
finishing off what the other ones left behind. I must
have seen about, on the trail I walked, 100 people, at
least 100 people. That's about it.

Q. This place where you saw quite a group of bodies
together, could you locate that on the photograph, the
approximate location? You can use that blue marking pencil
there.

A. ‘I think this is a trail; there's a trail right
around here (indicating)?

Q. Yes.

A. I remember we were walking through one of these

little trails here, and there was a main trail going this
way. They had them right here (indicating), right next to
a hootch.

Q. All right. Do you think that's the approximate
place?

A. Well, it looked 1like they lined them up.

Q. Would you mark that with a figure l; and draw a
circle around it, where you think you saw the bodies?

A. Right about here?

Q. Wherever it is.
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(The witness marked a figure 1 on the aerial
photograph, later entered into evidence as Exhibit P-136.)

A. Other than that, they were along the trail next
to hootches.

Q. Just scattered?

A. Just scattered, and that's the only time I saw

anything piled up. Also, just before that, I met up with
PFC CARTER, and he was pretty shook up, you know. He wanted
to get out of there real bad and all. I told him, "Just

don't look at it, keep on walking." I must have walked
about ten steps and I heard a shot; then he started calling
for me. He wasn't in my platoon but since I was right

there, they called for me. That's when he had shot himself
in the foot. I think his name was CARTER.

Q. That's right. He was here this week and talked
to us. However, he said it was an accident, he didn't do it
on purpose.

A. I don't know how it happened. He had his weapon
out. The next thing I knew he had shot himself in the foot.
They evacuated him out.

0. .Do YOu know a man named WIDMER?'

A. That was an RTO for Captain MEDINA.
Q. CARTER told us that WIDMER borrowed his .45 and

went around finishing off a number of wounded Vietnamese, and
that he shot a little boy. When he shot the little boy the
.45 jammed. He gave it back to CARTER. CARTER was working
on it, trying to get it unjammed. It went off, and he

shot himself in the foot. Did you ever hear this story?

A. When I went over there, that's what they told me.
The other guy told me that his .45 had jammed. But I thought
they were just making up a story, because there was an Article
15 for anybody that -- so I never did get to talk to CARTER.

Q. What did CARTER say to you before this, when he
was upset and wanted to get out of there?

A. That's about it. He just wanted to get out,
and he said he couldn't take it. He was pretty shook
up and everything.
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He was taking it pretty hard.
Q. From seeing all the people killed?

A. Yes. He said he couldn't take part in it. He
wanted no part in it, something to that effect. I don't
know his exact words but I guess this was just after he
had seen WIDMER do this.

0. You yourself didn't see WIDMER at this time?
A. WIDMER was with my platoon with Captain MEDINA

but they were walking a road over. We met up with them
around the middle of the village right after that.

Q. You were with Lieutenant LACROSS a good bit about
this time. Did you stay with him?

A. Yes, almost the whole time in the village.

Q. Did you talk about the killings to him or did he
talk to you?

A. Not wvery much, no.

Q. ' Do you remember giving a statement to Mr. THOMPSON

of the CID? Do you remember he asked you: "How did Second
Lieutenant LACROSS react to all the people being killed?"
And yvour answer was: "He was like me, he was stunned. He
said he was going to radio and find out what was happening.”
Do you remember this?

A, Yes, well, that's what he did. He started seeing
all this. He radioced Captain MEDINA to see what was really
going on. The choppers, I remember at the same time, were
calling in, too. I think they were on our network or some-
thing, but they wanted to know what was going on, too. I
think they were blaming the choppers for killing some of these
people.

Q. Do you remember who Lieutenant LACROSS' RTO was?
A, GLIMPSE was his RTO, but I don't remember if he
was out there with us or not. I think he was sick. I'm not

too sure. When he asked me I told him it was GLIMPSE. That
was his regular RTO.

Q. I think you had mentioned that.
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A. It might have been somebody else, but I don't
remember who. They switched every week.

Q. Earlier in your statement you said, "Second
Lieutenant LACROSS, Sergeant LOPEZ, and Specialist Fourth
Class GLIMPSE, and I were on one aircraft." Do you think
now that he may not have been there?

A. I can't remember who it was. I remember GLIMPSE
was sick for a while, or he had been wounded or something,
but he was out for a while. And during that time we had
quite a few RTO's. I think it was one every week. And

I don't remember who was with us at that time.

Q. Could you, thinking back, fix the time of this,
about when you were talking to Lieutenant LACROSS and

you heard about the helicopters? You said you thought
they were on your company net. You could hear the remarks
of the helicopter pilots. '

A. They weren't talking to Lieutenant LACROSS. They
were talking to Captain MEDINA. I think there was some
incident out there where Lieutenant CALLEY was chasing some
Vietnamese or something like this.

Q. There was an incident like that later on in the
morning. It .was just beyond the east end of the village.

A. I can't recall what time it was, but I remember
they were calling down, because also we had quite a few
interpreters with us. They were asking Captain MEDINA why we
were doing all this, what happened.

Q. Do you remember Sergeant PHU, an interpreter?

A. That was the company interpreter.

Q. Right. There was a Sergeant MINH, another
Vietnamese interpreter. Do you remember him?

A. I didn't know the rest of the interpreters. They
had about three of them, I think.

Q. About the time Lieutenant LACROSS called Captain
MEDINA on the radio, where were you in the village?

A. Called him for what?
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Q. Well, you said that Lieutenant LACROSS got on the
radio and talked to Captain MEDINA to find out why everybody
was being killed.

A. He wanted to know what was happening. We were

at the beginning of the village, around the beginning. I
don't remember what they were talking about because Lieutenant
LACROSS was walking ahead. It wasn't anything like what

we expected. We'd walk into a village and there's all these
people lying around dead and everything. I expected a lot

of bloodshed, but I didn't think it would be like this. I
expected a fight.

Q. You actually weren't encountering any resistance
at allz

A. Not after the sniper fire, not after.that.

Q. And still they were shooting up everybody?

A. Well, that's what they say. I didn't see any of

the shooting. Like I said, 3d Platoon was doing the burning,
and that's exactly what they did. They were burning every-
thing.

Q. After you left this point where you saw a group of
dead people, could you tell us what happened going the rest
cf the way through the hamlet?

A. The rest of the way through, they just started
burning everything down. We walked over here (indicating).
We waited for a while to get CARTER evacuated because he was
-= I think he shot himself right about there (indicating).

Q. Could you mark the approximate place where you
found CARTER and then treated him?

A. I hope this is right. I'm not that sure about this.
It was right on the other side of all this, and there was an
open rice paddy where we got him evacuated.

Q. I think that was right down about here (indicating).
That was the rice paddy.

A, oh, this is it right here (indicating). Then he
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must have walked -- and this was more over here. This
right here, mark it 27

Q. Yes.

A. Right about there is where I found him. (The
witness marked the peoint with a number 2 on the aerial
photograph.) There was two other people treating him,
and then we brought him over there and evacuated him.

Q. Could you tell us what you did and saw after

the dustoff?

A. After the dustoff, I think they had a cease fire.
They had no more firing, no more killing. '

Q. Did you hear the orders?

A. I heard the orders. Captain MEDINA got them
from some higher up. I was over there with him because

me and the senior aidman CAPEZZA were the ones that evacuated
him. So I heard him give the orders and started passing them
to the other people. '

Q. Would you describe how he got the orders?
A. I imagine it was over the radio. They just gave

him orders to start cease firing. He started passing them
around there, and gave them to the other platoons too.

Q. "What did he say?
A. He didn't want any more shooting.
Q. ‘Now, Mr. FLORES, this is-a rather important point

in our investigation as to who gave these orders to Captain
MEDINA. Whatever you can tell us about this will be very

helpful. I assume this came in over the battalion "push."
A. Yes. |

0. I think, as I recall, the RTO on the battalion
"push" was MURRAY.

A. Sergeant MURRAY, that's right.
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Q. Can you recall what MURRAY said or d4did?
A. No, I didn't exactly hear it. I remember he was
talking on the -- I don't know if he was talking to the

chopper pilots or to who, but he was right next to us.
Captain MEDINA walked a little ways away, and pretty soon
we got orders not to fire any more.

Q. This was after he talked over the radiotelephpne?
A. Yes.
Q. But you don't know who he was talking to?
A. I really don't.

Q. You did get the impression it was from higher
headguarters?
A. Well, since he was talking on the radio and --
Q.. (Interposing) Can.you recall what made you think
that?
A. I don't know. Just all of a sudden, he gets off

the radio, and they say stop firing. You know, radio all the
platoons. And Lieutenant LACROSS and all got orders to stop
firing, no more firing.

Q. Could you tell us about what time this was?

A. It was pretty close to noon. I imagine it was
about 11 o'clock.

Q. Well, could you tell us when it was with reference
to the dustoff of CARTER?

A, It was after the dustoff, I imagine, that we got
the orders.

Q. Yes?

A. It was after the dustoff.

Q. Was it very long after, using the dustoff as a

point of reference?

A. No, I don't think it was too much longer, because
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I remember I was still out here where the dustoff was when
we got the orders.

Q. Can you describe what happened after that?
A. After that, we went through the village and

evacuated, I remember, a little girl and a little boy. We ate
right outside the village and moved on to the next village.

Q. As you walked through the rest of the v1llage, did
you see more bodies?

A. Yes, I saw people just scattered.

Q. Did you see any other large groups?

A. No. The only other large group I heard about being

shot was in a creek right outside the village. I was walking
down, it seemed like a little creek of blood coming down,
but they had slaughtered some cows or something.

Q. You say a creek. Was this actually a creek, or
could it have been an irrigation ditch?

A. "~ I think it was an irrigation ditch.
Q. Did you see bodies in the ditch?
A. ' No, I didn't see any bodies. They told me what
had happened, but I didn't go up there and see them.
Q. What did they tell you?
| A. They told me there was about 50 people thét had

just been shot in the creek there, or the ditch, or what-
ever it was.

Q. When you say "they," this was a member of the
platoon that told you?

A. Well, yes. Some of them were members of 34
Platoon that told me what had happened.

Q. Do you remember who it was?
A. No, I don't.
(FLORES) _ 14 APP T-60

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. Did they tell you anything about who might have
done it?
~A. I imagine it was lst Platoon, because they was

walking in front of us at the time. This had already been
done before we stopped to eat.

Q. Was it in the lst Platoon sector?
A. Yes. '
Q. Were you visited that morning at My Lai by any

officers from Task Force Barker, the brigade, or division?

A. I don't remember anybody coming down. I think
Colonel BARKER was flying around in his chopper, but that's
~about it.

Q. Do you remember any occasion when Captain MEDINA
talked to Colonel BARKER by radio that morning?

A. Well, like I said, he was with our platoon, but I
wasn't with him that long. He was with another portion

of our platoon. We were all spread out and we didn't have
a battalion radio.

Q. Did you get to know Captain MEDINA very well?

A. I knew him good, not that -~ I knew him as an
officer in the Army.

Q. What kind of an officer was he?

A. He was a good officer. He was strict and disciplined.
He believed as long as you obeyed orders, you were all right.

If you didn't -- I don't think he was that gungho, but he

was in certain ways. I think he just believed in the Army,
that's it. o

Q. Were you in a pos1t10n to tell whether he had con-

trol of the company that morning at My Lai?
A. I think he had control. He Was with us.

Q. WaS'he in a position to see the killing that was
going on?
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A. Well, he was walking with my platoon. He saw
exactly what I saw.

Q. He didn't do anything to stop it until he
apparently got this message?

A. I guess. That's what it lookéd like to me. I
don't know what he was doing the whole time down there and
all this, but we walked in, it must have been about an hour
or an hour and a half before. We waited outside the

village a little while. It was a good while, a half an hour,
it might have been longer, before we walked in the village.
And then after about an hour in the village, then they
stopped the firing. My platoon had been in there an hour.

Q. Did you treat anybody else in the company during
the morning?

A. No, sir, just CARTER.

COL FRANKLIN: ' You went into the village, let's say, about
8:30. You landed about 7:45 to 8:00. You went in about
half an hour later and then the firing stopped at 9:30, if
it was an hour or more. Up to the time CARTER was evacuated,
was there still firing going on?

A. There was a little bit, not too much.

Q. Not too much. Most of it had stopped or died down?
A. I'd say about 90 percent had stopped.

Q. Had stopped before CARTER got hit?
" A. Before -- no, after, CARTER got hit.

Q. It was going pretty strong until that time?

A. It was going pretty strong until that time.

Q. Okay, we know that CARTER was hit about 10:20.

That would mean there were about 2 hours of firing. Would
that be possible?

A. It could.

Q. Did it seem to you that there was firing for a
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long time or do you have recollections of that? I'm
trying to get an idea of how long this firing took place
inside the hamlet.

A. I can't tell you exactly how long. . I remember
it was a good while. If you have it down to about 2 hours
then I say it must have been about 2 hours.

Q. It might have been longer. It was after CARTER
got evacuated, dusted-off -- '

A. (Interposing) That everything started dying
down. )

Q. Okay, did it start dying down because of Captain

MEDINA's order or was it dying down when he gave the
order? ,

A. I think it was just dying down because there was
hardly anything left.

Q. There was hardly anythlng left. 8o actually

when he gave that order, that didn't have that much effect?
A. Not really.

Q. What happened to Lieutenant LACROSS? Later on he
was killed as I understand it.

A. Lieutenant LACROSS?

Q. Yes, Are you familiar with that at all?

A. No, not Lieutenant LACROSS.

Q. If he was not killed, what were his actions during

this? Did he seem very disturbed? You said there were
some 3d Platoon people that were shooting. Did he tell
anybody "knock it off" or "don't shoot"? Did you hear him
give any orders about not firing?

A. No, he didn't give any orders not to fire. He
didn't give any orders to fire. All we had orders to do was
burn dewn the village. There was somebody in the 3d Platoon,
I know there was because I heard it, firing from where we
were walking in.
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Q. Lieutenant LACROSS was with you?

A. Yes.

/Q. Did you sce any 3d Platoon pOOplQ.ShOOt?

A. No. I didn't sce anybody shoot.

Q. Why do you think the chopper pilots were on your
net?

A. Because they saw all these people being killed
and all up above. They wanted to know what was happening.
Q. Why do you £hink that they were on your company
"push"? :

A. I think I heard them on the --

Q. (Interposing) On the company "push"?

A. Yes, on the company "push." I think, on.one

of the radios. I heard them radio down and ask what was
happening. '

Q. " That was on the company "push." Could it have been
possible that Captain MEDINA could have been talking to
them just prior to giving the order to stop all the killing?

A. It could have been.

Q. Could have been?

A. Like I said, I wasn't with Captain MEDINA. I just
remember being over there when CARTER was evacuated because

we moved him over to where the command group was. And that's
when I heard them on the radio and everything else.

MR WEST: Do you know John PAUL?

A. John PAUL, he was one of the RTO's.

Q. He was handling the company "push" for Captain
MEDINA.
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COL FRANKLIN: You saw about 100 bodies?
A. About that many.

Q. You were only in a small part of the village,
were you not?

A. We walked through the whole village.
Q. You walked through the whole village?
A, I mean, I didn't cover the whole village. I walked

in here, I walked this way, and took a right. We walked

down to where there was quite a few bodies laying, down, right
around here. We walked up this way, and they were scattered.
For some reason, we, Lieutenant LACROSS and me, were walking
up this way and we saw a few more over here, scattered out-
side hootches. And then we walked back and came back this
way .

Q. But you would not have seen bodies inside of
hootches?

A. No.

Q. You wouldn't have seen them because you didn't

go in any of the hootches?

A, No.

Q. Did you go inside of any bunkers?

A. No, I was a medic.

Q. Did any of the wounded Vietnamese éver call for a

medic to patch them up, or did anybody ever think of that?

A, No, when they see us they recognize us right away;
but most of them were dead when I saw them.

Q. Did anybody at any time call for you to treat a
wounded Vietnamese?

A. No.

Q. Do you know if any medic in your company ever
({FLORES) - 19 APP T-60
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treated a wounded Vietnamese at My Lai?

A. No. Like I said, they weren't just shooting

them just to shoot them. They were dead.

Q. Did you see many live Vietnamese people around?

A. I saw two little kids. One little girl and

one little boy walked out of there. That's all I saw. I
heard there was more. I heard they were letting them go from

one side of the village, but that's hearsay.

Q. You didn't see them? When you saw a Vietnamese,
he was dead? '

A. Yes, he was dead or pretty close to it.

LTC PATTERSON: Did you inspect any of these Vletnamese dead
or wounded that you saw lying around? :

A. Not really.

Q. Did you go up and feel their pulse, 1lift their
eyelids, or check to see if they were dead?

A. No, I didn't.

Q. You indicated that.they were shot. How did you

arrive at this conclusion?

A. You can tell when somebody's been shot. I went

- up there--like if somebody's head is blown off, you can tell.

Q. Were they shot at close range?
A. Some looked like they were.
Q. Were they rifle, M-16 slugs or could you tell?

Could they have been artillery or do you know?

A. It could have been artillery, too. I'm not
saying it was.

Q. The type of wounds that you saw were what kind of
wounds?
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A. Other than the booby trap that MEADLO hit,
we didn't encounter any sniper fire, not that I rcmember.

Q. Do you remember being lifted out the next
day and taken back to Landing Zone Dottie?

A. Yes. We had expected to stay out there
longer, but all of a sudden they called us back, lifted
us out, and took us right back to Dottie.

Q. How long did you expect to be in the field?
A. ' Usually about a month;

Q. You really expected to stay a month?

A. I was. I'm pretty sure everybody else

was. We had enough--

Q. (Interposing) Going back to the briefing
on the night of the 15th, did Captain MEDINA tell
you a specific period that you were going to stay out?

A. He never knew how long we were going to
stay out in the field. We always expected a "long;"
if we get a "short"--

Q. (Interposing) Did he give you an approximate
idea?
A. I can't remember if he did or not. I don't

know why, I just expected to stay out quite a long
time. '

Q. Did you have enough medical supplies for
that long?
A. We carry as much as we can. We can always

get resupplied once in a while.

Q. Well, do you remember going back to Landing
Zone Dottie?
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A, Yes.

Q. Did you know Colonel HENDERSON, the brigade
commander?

A. I knew who he was.

Q. Colonel HENDERSON told us that he met some

of the men coming in that afternoon and asked them
about what had happened at My Lai (4), about possible
killing of civilians, and if any of them knew any-
thing about this. Do you recall this occurring?

A. No, I don't.

Q. Did anybody ever tell you there was an
investigation being made of the killing of the people
at My Lai (4)°?

A. I heard there was one. Captain MEDINA

called us together at Dottie and told us not to worry
about anything, that if anything would come 'up that

he would cover for us or whatever they had to do,
something to this effect. I don't remember his exact
words. And that we weren't supposed to talk to any-
body about it. The next thing I heard was that we

were getting a citation, though we never did get nothing
for it.

Q. You never got a citation?
A. We were supposed to; that's what I heard.

That was a rumor. Maybe that was a coverup or some-
thing. ,

Q. Did anybody else ever tell you to keep

guiet about it?

A. Other than that, no.

Q. Nobody ever came around saying he was investi-
gating it?

A. No, not to me.
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Q. After this time, what kind of assignments
did Charlie Company draw?

A. The usual ones. We were out in the field
just like any other company.

Q. Back in November there were some newspaper
stories to the effect that members of Charlie Company
might have been under the influence of marijuana the
morning of My Lai (4). Did you ever hear of anything
like this?

A. I don't think they were. I don't know.

I know a lot smoked it while they were over there.

Q. Was there a real marijuana problem in the

company?

A. No, I don't think there was. I think they
blew it up more than what it was. Some maybe looked

like they were really on it, but I think they had
it there and they started smoking it. The night before,
you know, we had movies and all. That's about it.

Q. What was the attitude of the men in Charlie
Company towards the Vietnamese people? Did they like
them and get along with them or did they dislike them?

A. It was a normal reaction. I think all

the people over there acted the same way. At first
you feel sorry for these people but after you've seen
like Charlie Company, a lot of those guys had been
together for a year before they even got to Vietnam,
and then all of a sudden a buddy of yours gets killed.
You start disliking people. To me, when I left Charlie
Company, they hated Vietnamese.

Q. All of them or just the VC sympathizers?
A. VC sympathizers.
Q. How about the Vietnamese people back in

the government-controlled areas?
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A, No, they treated people around the village
and anything like this-~-I never saw anybody mistreated.
Q. They were okay?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you ever hear anything about possible

killing of civilians in another little hamlet over
on the coast below Pinkville at about the same time,
the 16th of March, 19687

A. Charlie Company had done this?

Q. No, without regard to who did it.

A. No, I don't think I ever heard anything.

Q. We've had a couple of reports from Vietnamese

sources that some people were killed in a little hamlet
called Co Lay right over on the coast, south and east
of Hill 85 along the coastline. Did you ever hear

any rumors of that?

A. No, sir.

Q. Now I want to ask you some questions which
call for an opinion, Mr. FLORES. When you went into

My Lai (4) that morning you were surprised, as I under-
stand your testimony. You didn't expect to see residents
of the little hamlet shot and killed the way they were.
What do you think happened that morning that brought
this about?

A. I really don't know. At the time I didn't
know the guys that well. I had been there about a
month. They had been there 3 months already.

To me it was more or less revenge, something like
this. They felt they had a right to kill these people
or something. That's what I figured. I was figuring
on fighting VC that day. We were ready for it and
everything else. We got there, we got sniper fire,
and everything just went wild after that.
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Q. Do you think it's possible that the men
were all keyed up for a fight and just killed any-
thing they saw? .

A. I think that's about it right there. I

don't know. I guess they interpreted the briefing

as being we were supposed to do this, supposed to

wipe out this village. I can't remember Captain MEDINA
saying wipe out the village, kill all the people.

I do know he told us everything in there was VC, children:
would grow up to be VC, and women were VC sympathizers.
Cows, pigs, and chickens were VC food. But I don't
remember him telling-- :

Q. (Interposing) We've had some witnesses
indicate to us that's what they thought he meant:
kill everything that breathes. From hearing this
briefing, do you think that some people could have
concluded that's what he meant?

A. I think so. Like I said, I didn't expect
to go in there. Also, he said something about they
had been warned. I don't see how they could warn

a South Vietnamese village that we were going to come,
because if they did that, they could set up a real
good trap or something for us. Although, he did tell
us that the village had been warned that we were going
to be there. Now if the villagers had been warned,
naturally the VC were being warned, too.

Q. Did you hear about any PSYWAR operation
a day or two before, maybe a leaflet drop or a loud-
speaker warning of the people?

‘

A. That's happening all the time, but I didn't
hear anything on that. He told us that they had been
warned, but I just don't see how they had. That would
be pretty stupid to tell them that we were going to
come.,

Q. Tipping your hand?

A. Yes.
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Q. . I'm sure you're aware that this incident
did not become generally known until just recently.
Actually the first word of this My Lai (4) incident
that we got in the Department of the Army was back
in early April when a man named RIDENHOUR wrote a
letter to the Secretary of Defense. Shortly there-
after Colonel WILSON, who's not in the room today,
started an investigation for the Inspector General.
So, it was over a year after it happened that word
got back here about it. Do you have any idea of why
it wasn't reported like other things that happened
on the battlefield?

A, I really don't know. I know some of the
guys were going to write their congressman and all.
They said it was being investigated at one time but

it just seemed to be covered up or something. I really
don't know. Like I said, all of a sudden I heard

we were going to receive a citation. We came out

in the Stars and Stripes as killing 300 something

VC. To me that was a coverup. I don't know if it

was or not.

Q. Did the men of the company talk about it?

A. Really not that much. They did talk about
it. I know some felt a little shook up over it. Others
had mental problems, a lot of them did.

0. Couldn't sleep and that kind of thing?

A. Some of them would come up to me and tell
me that. I wouldn't know tco well because some were
just trying to get out of the field. They wanted

to go talk to a psychiatrist. I couldn't send every-
body in for that. And then when we'd get in from

the field, he wouldn't want to go.

Q. Do you know anybody who went to talk to
a chaplain about My Lai (4)?

A. I think I heard something like that. Some-

one went. He went to talk to a psychiatrist first,
and they didn't believe him. Then he went to talk to
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a chaplain, something to this effect, I don't remember
who it was though. '

COL FRANKLIN: At that briefing with Captain MEDINA,
did he say that civilians had been warned?

A. I think he said the civilians were warned,
but I just -don't see how they were.

Q. . It stuck in your mind because it didn't
seem too smart?

A. No, 1t wasn't too smart. If you are going
to tell them you're coming, they could set up a trap
or a minefield right there; and we'd surely hit it.

Q. ~ And he said that the VC were in there,
the women were VC, and the kids were going to grow
up to be VC. Did he say that?

A. Something like that.

Q. I've heard those words once already, about
the kids growing up to be VC.

A. . Something like that. I don't know if those
were the exact words, but that's what he meant.

Q. I know you expected a fight. From that
wouldn't the soldier in C Company automatically assume
everybody in there could be shot, was an enemy? Did
you have the impression that everybody in there could
be shot at?

A. . I think that's about hitting it on the
head. Everything that was left in there, we figured,
was VC. He said that this was a VC stronghold, and
they were going to be in there, and they were going
to fight us. I guess we expected a fight when we
landed because we started receiving sniper fire, and
I heard it was pretty heavy for the first landing.
We didn't get there until the third. All I saw was
from one direction, sniper fire.
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A. Yes, this was the main subject.

Q. Was this surprising to you and the rest
of the soldiers?

A. Well, you know, when you're over there,
not too many things are surprising.

0. I want you to think carefully about what
you said. Did you get the impression that he was

a little concerned about this investigation and was
afraid that maybe some of the men would talk too much?
Is that what you said?

1

A. Something like that. I really don't know
the way he thinks. That's the impression I have.

Q. What impression did you have of what would
happen to you if you did talk to somebody that came
down there?

A. I don't think they could do anything to
you. I don't think he wanted us to, but I don't think
" he could have done anything if we did.

Q. What did he say, again, about backing every-
body up, taking care of them? What was the impression
that he gave?

A. Something like that. That there was an
investigation, and that we were not supposed to talk
to anybody. I imagine men like newspaper people were
always around some place in base camps, and that
he'd take care of things.

Q. Was it your impression that this was a
coverup?
A. Not this. When we got the citation, or

they say we got one, I don't know, it was just 1like
a rumcr that we were supposed to receive a citation
for what we had done. To me that was a coverup.

Q. Did you ever hear anythlng about any rapes
in C Company?
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Yes.

What did you hcar?:

That they had gone through villages, you

know, and raped any young girls that they saw.

Q.
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

Did you believe that?

C Company, vyes.

This was before and after?
Yes, both before and after.

Did you hear anything about any rapes du

this operat10n7

A.

Q.
VvD?

A.

No..

Did you carry penicillin to treat men fo

When I needed it I carried it. I wouldn

carry it unless I really needed it. If somebody ha
VD or. something, I'd carry it out with me.

Q.

A.

Q.

- pid you have a lot of VD in your company?

We had it. I don't think it was that mu

If a man had the "clap" on about 16 Marc

where would he have probably got it?

A.

I imagine about a week before or so, pro

down at the village.

Q.
A.

Q.
it?

(FLORES)

Down at the village, around Dottie?
Around Dottie.

C Company was a pretty tough company, wa
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A. It was a good company, I think. It had
a lot of good guys in there. You could tear them
down for a lot of things, but I still think it was
a good company.

Q. : Did you have a group in C Company that

was sort of a clique, a group of dudes, sort of a
group of guys in the company that hung around together,
that were considered by the rest of the soldiers

as sort of bad news? .

A. No, not that I know of. There was gquite
a few groups of friends in there that always hung
around.

Q. But they weren't hood-type gangs or any-—
thing like that? They were just friends?

A. -No, well, maybe just all of the Italians
in the 1lst Platoon. They always hung around together
a lot. I guess they stuck together more than any-
thing. I imagine SIMONE and all those other guys,
they were always in trouble. But I don't think they
were hoods.

Q. Was CONTI one of them?

A. CONTI. They were all from Rhode Island,
New York, New Jersey. They always hung around together.

MR WEST: Mr. FLORES, we're about to finish. We'd
appreciate it if afterwards you'd go with Colonel
PATTERSON, and he'll continue the interrogation by
asking you to look at some photographs. Can you think
of anything. you 'd like to add now, anythlng that might
help us?

A. Well, like many things I said. I heard
over the radio over the company net or something, I
think it was--now I could be wrong. It could have
been over some other radio. This is just what I know.
That's about it.
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MR WEST: Thank you very much. We very much appreciate
your coming. I know it's been a lot of trouble. You've
been a great help. The hearing will be recessed.

(The hearing recessed at 1600 hours, 3 January
1970.)

(The hearing reconvened at 1621 hours,
3 January 1970, with LTC PATTERSON and the witness present.)

LTC PATTERSON: The hearing will come to order. Mr.
FLORES, I'd like to remind you that you're still under
oath. With reference to this aerial photograph on

" which you marked items 1 and 2 during the open session,
I'd like to further identify features on the photo

and would like your permission to do it using your
words, if possible. You indicated that CARTER was
wounded somewhere in this general vicinity marked

item 2, is that correct?

A. Right, sir.

0. Right. About where you've indicated the 27
A, I think so. That's what it looks like

to me.

Q. Did you treat him in this area?

A. I treatea him and then we carried him over

to where the command group was.
Q. . Would you state what item 1 signifies?
A. That's an area where I saw guite a few

people lying around, lying there dead after being
shot.

Q. How many people would you estimate?
A. I'd say about 40, 45, around there.
(FLORES) 34 : APP T-60

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. And these were dead Vietnamese?

A. They were dead. They had been shot.

Q. And could you state anything further about
these Vietnamese? Were they soldiers?

A. No, these were old men, women, and children.
Q. And what time did you say this was? Was
this before the CARTER incident?

A. 'Yes, sir. It must have been about 9:30

to 10.

Q. And that is position 1?

A. That is correct, sir.

Q. Now, Mr. FLORES, are there any other incidents

of bodies or locations that you think you can recall
on that map now, other than those two incidents that
happened on that day of 16 March?

A. Like I said, there was bodies scattered
all over. I don't know where this ditch was, but
there was a ditch around here some place.

Q. I have a series of photographs here that
I'd like to have you look at. If you can recognize
any people, Vietnamese or Americans, any particular
places, or anything, I would like to have you separate
those pictures into one stack. Those that mean nothing
to you, put in another stack. We will recess while
you're doing this and once you -have the photos sep-
arated, then we'll open the hearing again. I would
like to get on record what you can recognize in these
pictures. Do you understand what I'd like for you

to do? :

A. Yes, sir.
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LTC PATTERSON: The hearing will reéess.

(The hearing recessed at 1626 hours, 3 January
1970.)

(The hearing reconvened at 1635 hours,
3 January 1970, with LTC PATTERSON and the witness
present.)

LTC’PATTERSONQ The hearing will come to order. 1'd
like to again advise you that you're under oath, Mr.
FLORES.

Q. I have here Exhibit M-2, which is a card
entitled "Nine Rules." Have you ever seen that card
before?

A. No, sir.

Q. To the best of your knowledge, were you

ever issued that card°
A. No, sir.

Q. I have here Exhibit M-3 entitled "The Enemy
in Your Hands," another card. Have you ever seen that
card?

A, I think we got something like this when

we first came over to Vietnam. This thing is familiar
here. We had a little piece of paper with 23d Division
on it.

0. ~ That's the MACV patch.
A. Yes.
Q. Let's go to the photos, and let's start

with these first ones here. I have photo Exhibit
P-3:. Can you tell me who that is?

A, That was the company interpreter, Sergeant
PHU.
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Q. Do you recognize that as being in the village?
A. It could have been another village;
Q. .You can't identify that as My Lai (4)?
‘A. No, sir.
Q. Exhibit P-4?
A. ‘This right here is CAPEZZA,
0. The man standing on the right is CAPEZZA.

How ébout P-6?

A. This is CARTER being shot. That's me,
the second man down on the right. These are members
of the 3d Platoon. I know that's WIDMER right there.

Q. WIDMER is the third from the right?
A. Third from the right. These other people
in the picture, I don't recognize them at all.
Q. Photograph P-7?
A. That's CARTER there. That's WIDMER.
Q. - WIDMER is holding his leg?
A. In the center. I don't fecognize any of

the others.

Q. You don't know who this man is here?

A. No, I don't. I can't tell you for sure.

0. Is that a joker in the helmet in photograph
P-6? ' '

A. A lot of the guys did that, aces and jokers.
Q- P-8?
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A. That's the command group in the background,
Captaln MEDINA and MURRAY, his RTO. I think this
is either PAUL or WIDMER. This is MARTIN.

Q. On the left?

A. On the left. He was an artillery RTO.
This was CAPEZZA who was the senior aidman.

Q. Treating CARTER?

A. Treating CARTER.

Q. Do you recognize this man standlng, with

the glasses?

A. He was an interpreter.

Q. Do you know his name?

A. No, I QOn't.

Q. Sergeant MINH?

A, : - It might have been him.

Q. Photograph P-97?

A. This is CARTER being carried over to where

the command group was. That's WIDMER and I don't
recall this man's name. :

Q. - Would you know his name if I gave it to
you?

A. I probably would.

Q. MAURO?

A; That's right.

Q. Now you say he is being carried to where

the command group is? Are you sure of that?
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That's what it looks like to me.

he was shot around in here.

Q.

A.

I think

You said P-8 occurred before or after P-9?

I think it was P-9 before P-8.
after they got him here, me and CAPEZZA carried him

to the chopper.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.
Q.

A.

Is his foot bandaged here?

v Yes, we finished treating him over heré,
and we had to carry him over to get him evacuated.

Because,

Then you're sayving that P-9 occurred before
P-8. But his foot is in the same shape, is it not?:

Yes.

So it has already been bandaged here?

CAPEZZA did not treat it; he just took

care of it before the chopper got there.

Q.

“him over there

off?

A.

way they go in order.

How about P-10? Is this when they carried

Yes, this happened before.
They carried him over, they

to where they were going to dust him

This is the

brought him to here, and this is where we were treating

him.
Q.

A.

‘(FLORES)

This is where he was wounded?

Yes.
That's P~-7?
That's .P-7.

And P-67?

39

FOR OFFICIAL USE

ONLY

APP T-60



- FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. Yes, well this is after this one. They
were treating him until I got there. When I got there
I took him over, and I had those two carry him over

to where CAPEZZA was.

Q., So P-7 was the first shot and then P-6.

Then what happened?
} .

A. Then it's P-9 and 10 and 8. He's just
treating him right there waiting for the chopper.
I know because I was standing over here.

Q. P-117
A. " That's when the chopper came in. CAPEZZA

is over here on the left. That's me on the right.
I don't recall who that is.

Q. Would you know if I told you?

A. I guess  so.

Q. Did you know BERNHARDT?

A. That's probably BERNHARDT.

Q. Do you know BERNHARDT?

A. Yes, I know BERNHARDT.

Q. Do you know who that man is standing on
the right?

A. That's BERNHARDT.

Q. And that's in P-10 that he was referring
to. ‘Is that CARTER being carried?

A. Yes.

Q. pP-12?
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Ay

A. We loaded him on the chopper. Again that's
BERNHARDT. You can tell by his hair. That's me right

in front of BERNHARDT and CAPEZZA. I think he's shaking
hands with CARTER. I don't know who that is.

Q. What's this you have in your helmet?

A. Insect repellent.

Q. P-13?

A. ' This is the mortar platoon. That's the
platoon sergeant. I forgot his name.

0. M_ARONEY?

A. MARONEY. I don't remember this guy hardly
‘at all. That's PHU.

Q. Second from the right is Sergeant MARONEY?
A, Right.

Q. - Third from the right is Sergeant PHU?

A, Right. And this is the "four-deuce" FO.
I‘can't remember his name. He was a sergeant too.

Q; , And how about P-14?

A. This is a member of my platoon, DUSTIN.

Q. DUSTIN?

A. Yes. We had orders to burn down the village;

that's what we were doing.

Q. Back to P-13, do you recognize that area?
Could you pinpoint that on the aerial photograph?

A. p That's about the area where we evacuated
CARTER. A little farther down is where we evacuated.
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Q. Do you rcmember sceing this group sitting
like that? :

A, Yes, we were sitting there when we left.
Q. While you were evacuating CARTER?

A. Yes, in fact, I think that might have been
mine. _
Q. Where were you evacuating him in relation

to this picture?

A. Well, this group also stayed with the command
group. The mortar platoon they stayed with the command
group. I can't tell you exactly. Either over here

or over there, one of the two.

Q. Point to the right top?

A. Either side, right arouﬁd that area.
Q. ‘ P-15?

A, ' This is CAPEZZA. 1I've been shown this

picture once before when I was questioned and saw
the name on the pack. He had a closer picture or
something. ' '

Q. ' How about P-177?

A. This is part of 3d Platoon and the command
group. That's MURRAY right there in the middle. The
one pointing is Captain MEDINA. That's Sergeant LOPEZ,
and the rest I don't recognize.

Q. How about this man here?

A, That's the one I told you in that picture
just before.

Q. Sergeant MARONEY?

A, Yes, Sergeant MARONEY. That's the group

sitting down.
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Q. . So pictures 13 and 17 appear to be the same?

A. Yes, that's the same group sitting down
in the road there, a little bit later.

Q. And you think that was about the time CARTER
was shot?

A. ) Yes.

Q. P-18?

A, This was also a man in my platoon; I can't

remember his name though. He was part of 3d Platoon.
I just recognize him, that's all.

Q. Would it be SIMONE?
A, No, that's not SIMONE.
Q. Did you see that group?
A. This group of people, no. I‘didn't see
them,
Q. | Do you recognize the terrain?
A. | Yes, this is My Lai.
. Q. Are you sure?
A. . Yes, I'm almost sure.
Q. How do you recognize it?
A, | | I don't know, maybe it was him in the palm

trees. I know there's palm trees all over, but I remember
those palm trees for some reason.

Q. Could you point that out on the map, on
the aerial photo?
A. I think I could.
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Q. Where do you think that occurred?

A. Some place around here, on the outskirts.
-Q'1 On the northeast edge?

A. I think that's about it, right there.

Q. What's this in the background?

.A. That's a mountain, I guess. I can't point

it out for sure. Mainly, I recognize him.

Q. ' You don't recall his name?

A. No, but I'm sure that's not SIMONE. I know
SIMONE.

Q. P-19?

A. That must be one of the interpreters, it
must be. I meant to throw this one out. .

Q. P-25?

A. This is GRIMES. I think he was a PFC at
the time. Joe GRIMES, he was one of the squad leaders.
Q. P-267

A. This is LZ Dottie, where we were taking
off that morning.

Q. P-29, can you identify that positively as
the 1l6th of March? .

A. Well, there was so many landing zones that
we had there. To me it sure does look like it , because
of this here (indicating).

Q. What's that you're pointing to?

A. I don't know what they do, but they had

them out in the field. They had a little bucket thing
like with water.
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Q. A little well?

A, Something like a well. I remember we landed
right next to it. I think this is my chopper here
because we were right by these trees here for about.

a half an hour.

Q. P-30?

A. I think that's me. For some reason, I
don't know, this looks like it.

A. This looks familiar. This is the one I
really chose out, 31, because I walked this trail.

Q. Did you see those bodies?
A, : I remember this scene.
Q. - Do you rememﬁer where that was?
A, I think there's another village right over

here. This is where I told you we walked up a ways
and then we came back and turned, where I saw those
bodies laying around.

Q. Would this be on the south edge of the
village?
A. , I think so.
Q. Do you thlnk you could plnpOlnt it on the
aerial photo?
A. No, not really.
Q. ~P-35?
A. This looks like the one I saw. I recognize

this as being CAPEZZA.
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Q.

‘A.
him.

.Q.

A.
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P-362

This is CARTER. That's CAPEZZA right there treating

Do you recognize this man here?

I recégnize‘him, but I don't know his name. The

reason I know this is CAPEZZA is because he always carried

that.
Q.

A.

He carried a round in a strap. P-387

Same scene. I remember walking down this trail.

Me and Lieutenant LACROSS walked down it.

Q.

A.
little boy

Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.

A.

P-39?

I remember seeing this. I think there was another
over here and two little boys being shot.

Did you see them shot?

I didn't see them shot.

Where was that in relation to P-382?
I don't recall.

Do you recall where this was?

It was on the outskirts of the village. I don't

remember if it was on the same side of this village or on
the other side. I just remember we crossed over. I re-
member I walked through this, and I remember this too.

Q.
Lai (4)?

A.

Q.

(FLORES)

You can positively identify that as being My
Yes.

P-417
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A. I recognize this.

Q. Did you see this scene?

A. I don't remember seeing them being shot.

Q. You remember seeing this on the ground?

A. Yes.

Q. Where?

A.b I think just a little further up, than this P-38.

I believe one of these two, P-38 or 39, one of these is a
little ways up on the trail.

Q. ' Do you remember the poses? Can you identify and
state positively that this is My Lai (4)?

A, I remember these people for some reason. I've
never seen anything slaughtered like this before.

Q. Was this the group of 40 to 50 that you indicated
earlier?

A, No.

Q. This is separate from p01nt number 1 on your

aerial photo?

A, : + This is on the outskirts of the village. The

one I pointed out was right in the middle of the village.
QA | Was this in the 1lst Platoon or the 2d Platoon
sector? Do you recall?

A. No, I don't recall.

Q. . P-567

A. That's WIDMER right there.

Q. On the right?
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A.
grenade.

Q.
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On the right. It looks like he's throwing a

Do you know the man on the left? Do you recog-

nize that scene?

A.
Q.
A.
Q.

A.

was P-62.
FRANKLIN.

Qf
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
_A.
Q.

A.

(FLORES)

I just know WIDMER. I don't recognize this.

P-572 |

Again, this is Sergeant LOPEZ; he was in my platoon,
What was his job in your platoon?

He was platoon sergeant.

P-61?

" This looks like the landing strip where we landed. -

Can you identify anybody in P-61? | ‘
P-61 looks familiar, that's all. The one I wanted ;
This was two members of my platoon on the left and -
On the left is FRANKLIN?

Yes. On the right, I don't know who that is.

P-64?

P-64 is my platoon marching into the village.

Are these the lead men?

No, this is SMITH.

Do you remember his first name?

No. And this second man, he had.an Italian name.
ROSA?

No, I can't remember his name.
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A.
Q.

A.
I can tell

Q.

A.

A.
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LAGUNOY?
Something like that.
Do you recognize anybody else?

3d Platoon, right here. This is WYATT over here.
by his helmet.

WYATT is identified as the third from the right?
It looks like him. I'm not that positive.

Can you positively state that's My Lai (4)°?

No, not by this angle. |

P-66? |

Again, this is PHU. ‘It looks like another inter-

preter right here in front. Right here is MURRAY, the RTO.

Q.

A.

On the right?

The right. The RTO was MURRAY. This is a man from

mybplatoon, 3d Platoon, WEST. ,

Q.

AI

Is WEST on the left rear?

Yes, Charles WEST. That's PHU, and I guess that's

MINH or whatever his name is.

Q.

A.
nize him.

Q.

A.

Do you recognize the man standing in the back?

No, he was in the 1lst Platoon. I don't recog-

Are you sure he was in the lst Platoon?

I'm pretty sure. I remember him, but I can't

remember his name.

Q.

A.

(FLORES)

P-67?

This right here is PHU.
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Q. Is the man on the right Sergeant Phu?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you recognize the Vietnamese?

A.. No, I don't recognize him at all.

Q. P-68?

A. No, I don't recognize these people at all. -

0. P-69?

A. This one right here is that guy again, the same

one that I couldn't remember his name in that other picture, -
but he's a member of my platoon. I remember that he was from .
New Jersey. And it was in P-64, the second man. I couldn't
remember his name. '

Q. ' Can you identify or place on the aerial photo-
graph any of these photos?

A. I was never too good with the maps. I think
I could plot them but I might plot them wrong. That might
‘mix up things a little more than they are.

Q. Do you have anything that you would like to add
before we dismiss you from here, Mr. FLORES?

A. No, sir, I think we've covered it. That's all
I can remember right now.

LTC PATTERSON: I enter into evidence the aerial photograph
marked by Mr. FLORES and signed in the upper right-hand
corner in his signature and handwriting as Exhibit P-136.
This will become a permanent part of the record. 1If

you have nothing to add, Mr. FLORES, we would again like to
thank you very much for coming. We hope that you have a
very safe trip home. 1I'd also like again to request that
you not discuss your testimony with others except as .re-
quired before the competent bodies previously mentioned.
The hearing will recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1755 hours, 3 January 1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: GLIMPSE, Steven R.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 7 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A
COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: RTO, 3d Platoon, C/1/20.

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN RULES OF LAND WARFARE.

He did receive training in the methods of handling
prisoners of war but he did not remember where (pg. 29).
He was told to tell them to lie down on the ground and to

tag them (pg. 29). He never saw Exhibit M-2, the
"Nine Rules" or Exhibit M-3, "The Enemy in Your Hands," nor
did he receive copies of them (pgs. 29, 30). He was not

given any instructions on how to handle noncombatants
(pg. 30). He was told to holler "halt", fire a warning
shot, and then fire at people who were fleeing (pg. 30).
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

a. Captain MEDINA's briefing.

The witness was the RTO for Lieutenant LACROIX
for approximately a month and one half (pg. 2). On 15 March
he attended Captain MEDINA's briefing, which was held on
top of a hill near the mortar pit (pg. 2). MEDINA did not
use any graphic aids during the briefing, that he could
remember (pg. 2). He stated that he cannot remember much
about the briefing (pg. 3). MEDINA said that the enemy was
there but the witness did not remember the details (pg.6).
MEDINA called the company together and told everyone what
was going to happen (pg. 7). After the group discussion,
MEDINA usually would take the platoon leaders off for a
meeting. Sometimes, he would give the company the details of
the operation (pg. 7). This was a search and destroy

operation which meant to burn the hootches. They had done
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this previously right around the area of Pinkville (pg.9).

, b. The memorial service.

, The witness recalled one memorial service which
was held on LZ Uptight (pg. 3), but did not recall when
it was held (pg. 4). Another memorial service was held
in the woods by a pagoda, possibly for COX and the people
killed in the minefield incident in February (pgs. 4, 5).
The witness did not recall any service actually being held
on the 15th (pg. 11%, but then stated that the unit had
been called together twice that day, once for a briefing,
once for a service (pg. 12).

c¢. The mood of the men.

The witness felt like getting in and "really
giving them hell" (pg. 8). He felt depressed because of
the death of COX and "all these incidents"that had built
up. He felt the people in the village where responsible for
the casualties the unit had taken because the unit was
shot at and mortared every time they went into the Pinkville
area (pg. 8). He thought the attitude of the men was
friendly towards the Vietnamese, except in a few areas
where the unit "would catch hell." They did not have
a friendly attitude toward the people in those areas (pg. 17).

3. ASSAULT ON MY LAI.

a. Landing and movement through the village.

, He was 100 meters from the village when he got
off his helicopter (pg. 23), but did not recall crossing
a dike to get.into the village (pg. 24). The first and
second platoons had already moved in (pg. 24). He did not
remember setting up a perimeter, but felt that they remained
on the LZ for 20 minutes (pg. 24). He did not recall
receiving enemy fire but stated that there was a lot of
firing (pg. 21), and he did not know who was firing at whom
(pg. 31). He usually would pass the transmitter to Lieutenant
LACROIX but could hear what was being said on it. He did not
recall an order coming down over the radio to stop the firing
(pg. 13). LACROIX never told them to stop firing. He felt
the platoon only shot at males who were running away from
the village (pg. 13). He saw MEDINA all around the village
(pg. 14).
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5. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. The witness felt that there was no problem with
marijuana in C Company. A few individuals did smoke it
which he felt was normal (pg. 18). Possibly one or two
had used marijuana prior to this operation (pgs. 18, 19).

b. The radio was on the company net (pg. 19) not on
the battalion net so he would have no knowledge of any
reports sent by MEDINA to the TOC (pgs. 19, 20). He never
heard Lieutenant LACROIX make a body count report (pg. 20).
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EXHITTYS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER___ DESCRIPEION NOTTS PAGES
M-2 __ |MACV Card "Nine Rules" |Wit had not seen. 29
MACV Card "Enemy in ~—~ T [
M~-3 Your Hands" Wit had not seen. 29
" 777 I'Photos of CARTER afte¥ Wit Iocated these —|- -
P-6 | he was wounded. as point 4 on
thru T TlExhibit P=1450T T
p-10 | _ o 25
- T Wit identified Ehe [T
P-13 Miscellaneous Scene north-south trail,
: T TSGT JENNINGS, and | T
. possibly BROOKS. 25,26
TTiWit identified
P-14 Miscellaneous Scene FRED DUSTIN. 26
Wit identified, PHU
P-17 Miscellaneous Scene and MARONEY. 26
o Wit identiftied
P-25 Miscellaneous Scene GRIMES. 27
T Wit thought it
P~58 Miscellaneous Scene might be where the
) TTTTARVNYS quéstioned
prisoners at the
T Iaager area.
27
» T Wit Tdentified
P-64 Miscellaneous Scene SMITH and DELPOME. 27
' "TTWit identified the
P-126 Miscellaneous Scene laager area, with
GRIMES on the righ
SMAIL second from
the I&étt, SMITH
first on the left,
and GRUVER Thizd
from the left. 28
’ o Wit marked location
P-145 | Aerial photo of various events. 24
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FUK Urrlcina uown UNDLX

(The hearing reconvened at 1320 hours,
7 January 1970.)

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: .The following persons are present:
COL WILSON, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP.

The next witness is Mr. Steven R. GLIMPSE.

(MR GLIMPSE was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

RCDR: Will you state your name, occupation, and address?

- A. : Steven R. GLIMPSE, unemployed, 2924 Southeast
Morrison, Portland Oregon.

COL WILSON: Before we proceed with any questions, I shall
inform you of several matters.

: This investigation was directed jointly by the
Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff, United States
Army for the purpose of determining facts and making findings

and recommendations concerning two matters:

(1) the adequacy of prior investigations and
inquiries into, and subsequent reviews and reports within
the chain of command, of what is now commonly referred to as
the My Lai incident of 16 March 1968, in other words,
previous investigations or inquiries, and

(2) possible suppression or withholding of
‘information by any person who had a dquty to report and
‘furnish information concerning the incident. Those two
things are primarily what this investigation 'is concerned
with.

- The investigation is not being conducted to
lnvestlgate all facts and circumstances of what happened at
My Lai. It is directed to those specific purposes which I
just stated.

I have had made available to me and have reviewed
prior official statements obtained in other official
investigations of this incident, specifically your state-—
ment to the CID. ’ » ‘

Your testimony will be taken under oath. A
verbatim transcrlpt will be prepared. A tape recording
is being made in addition to the verbatim notes taken
by the reporter.
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Although the general classification of the report
will be confidential, it is possible that your testimony
or parts of it may become a matter of public record.

I'd like to describe the procedure that we will
follow. In order to move you along in a sequence, we will
probably follow a chronological sequence. I'll ask you
some general guestions and then when we get through with
those questions we will go to an aerial photograph. You
make a sketch showing your route of march and so forth. We
will take that aerial photograph and see if we can retrace
your movement through the village and the incidents which
you recall, and relate those to ground photography if we can.
So, with that I will begin the general questions.

© Q. . You were assigned to the 3d Platoon of C/1/20
of Task Force Barker on 16 March 1968. 1Is that correct?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. - And you were the RTO for Lieutenant LACROSS?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. .. How long had you been his RTO?
A. Roughly a month and one-half, I believe. It was
right after he got in the company that I became his RTO.
Q. When did you first hear of the planned assault
on My Lai? : .
A. The day before. I believe it was the day before.
Q.. Did you hear this through the company commander's

briefing? Is that where it occurred? Was this briefing
given in the mortar pit?

A. It was up on top of the hill. It was near the
mortar pit. Yes, it was. :

Q. Did Captain MEDINA use any graphic aids, such as
maps or sketches or anything to brief the company?

A. Not that I can remember.

Q. I believe you said the briefing lasted about 45

minutes, or how long did the briefing last?

(GLIMPSE) 2 APP T-75
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A. I don't know. The briefing was really foggy. I
cannot remember. I've been trying ever since that guy came
over and I just remember the way I felt afterwards, that we
were going to go get them.

Q. Was that the wéy you felt?

.A. That's the way I felt.

Q. ‘Well, generally,rwhat did Captaih MEDINA say?

A. . I don't know. I can only put.twd and two‘together

because it was the day after, I believe, or was it the same
day, that five other guys got it from a mine.  Now, that upset
everybody in the company because they were real close to

them. ' Now, I think everybody was in a pretty bad mood and

I think that's probably why--I can't remember everything he
said because I really wasn't thinking about what he said.

I was thinking about what happened that day or the day before.

Q. | You mean the day before this briefing you had a
minefield incident? '

A. I think it was right around there. It was right

before this operation on My Lai.

Q. Do you remember the first man killed in the
company? -

A. I don't remember his name. I remember where it
was.

0. ’ Where was it?

Al It was right by My Lai.

Q. Do you remember any memorial services?

A. - It was up on top of Uptight.

Q. For whom? - |

A. I can't remember his name, but I remember the
service. o

0. . This was for the first man killed. Would that
be WEBER?: ‘ : ‘

(GLIMPSE) 3 | APP T-75
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A. The name sounds famlllar, but I couldn't say. He
wasn't in our platoon. I remember that.
Q. Did you go to any other memorlal service besides

that one at Uptight?
A. No.

Q. Was the memorial service held prior to Captaln
MEDINA's brleflng on 15 March7

A. I don't know. If there was I don't think I went.
'Q. Would you have remembered it?

A. ' I should remember, yes. I don't know if I--I
don't know. I would have gone if I remember it.

0. _  Are you Protestant or Catholic?

A. . Protestant, I guess. There was a memorial
service by--it wasn't on any LZ. It was up in the woods by

a pagoda I believe. That might have been the one for COX
and those guys.

Q. That's the boys that were in the minefield?

A. Right. Just before this incident. In fact, I
. think it was.

Q. Do you remember the chaplain that held the
ceremonies?

A. I remember Sergeant SMAIL. I'm pretty sure this

was at the briefing. I remember Sergeant SMAIL. He was
almost crying because of Sergeant COX and because of this
minefield. I think he asked what could be done about it
and what we could do about this and him being killed by
this mine and everything, and I recall Captain MEDINA
answering him, but I don't know what he said.

Q. - If I remember correctly——of course, I can give
you the date of the minefield incident by locking at the
morning reports of the KIA's.

A. It was right after I got off the Hospital Ship
Sanctuary, because I remember I was working on KP because I
oA ,

(GLIMPSE) ‘ 4 APP T-75

FOR OFFICIAL USE oNLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

had a leg injury.

Q. Well, that was in February, wasn't it?
A. I can't remember.
Q. But, what I'm saying is, you said right before

the My Lai--I'm trying to fix the dates. When you say right
before, are you talking about weeks or a month or something
like that?

A. I think it was right before. I could be talking
about a month before, but I thought it was right before
this. Maybe not. .

Q. - We've had a couple of instances where people have
recalled very clearly and associated the minefield incident
with the briefing given by Captain MEDINA?

"A. That's what I said.

Q. Pardon?

A. That's what I said.

Q. It was closely associated?

A. Yes. -

Q. I want to fix the date because I think that there
was almost a month period before you went into My Lai and--
A. (Interposing) There were two minefield incidents
now. _

Q. I'm talking about the blg one where you lost
about ‘12 men?

A, The whole company walked into it.

Q. o That was something else?

A, Yes. That was where I was hit and a lot of

other guys were hit.

Q. ' You were one of the 12°?
a. Yes.
(GLIMPSE) 5 APP T-75
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Q. ' You're talking about another incident?

A. Yes. I'm talking about an artillery round. One
single artlllery round that exploded.

Q. : And killed one man?

A. - Killed one man and injured five others, a whole
squad. '

0: I'd like to look this up.

A. . This, I believe, was associated with the briefing.
Q. Not the one where the whole company walked into

the minefield?
A. _ Right.

0. All right. I want to fix this date and see how
close it was.

A. I think I was wrong there, too, because I think
also the memorial services that I was talking about at the
pagoda, I think that was for the big minefield.

Q. The big minefield that the company was caught
in?

A. " Right.

Q. What did Captain MEDINA say about the enemy

situation in My Lai (4)7?

A. I don't know. I can't remember. I can only
guess if I said. He said they were there.

Q. Don't guess. At the end of the company briefing
did the squad leaders and platoon leaders go with Captain
MEDINA to his bunker?

- A. - I have no idea.
Q. As the RTO you weren't close to Lieutenant LACROSS?
A. . " At the time I wasn't really close because he had

just gotten there. To think about it, I wasn't an RTO very
long at all.. I couldn't have been. Yes, I was, but with
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another lieutenant.

Q. As a normal rule, did the company get briefed
on these operations as a group?

A. Captain MEDINA called us together quite a few
times and told us what was going to happen. It seemed to
settle everybody's nerves rather than getting it through
the grapevine when he talked to us as a group.

Q. After the group discussions, did he take the
platoon leaders and squad leaders off?

A. I don't know. He usually did. He usually called
them up right before we left on an operation or something.

Q. Did Captain MEDINA go into details with the
company, like which platoon was going to be on the right,
and which platoon was going to be on the left, and which
-platoon was going to be in support, or what the concept of
the operation was going to be as far as the p051t10n of his
forces were concerned’

A. He had to sometimes.

Q. But did he give it to the cdmpany?

a. . All at once?

Q. Yes?

A. I don't think so.

Q. Was there anything specific about this operation

that the communicators were instructed on? Did you use
the normal SOI? Is that correct? The normal call signs
and no change?
A, Yes.

Q. Nothing from a communications. standp01nt any
different from any other operatlon'> _

A. No.

Q. How did you feel the day before you went into that
village? What was your mental, psychological attitude?

(GLIMPSE} 7 : APP T-75
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A. | I felt like getting in there and really giving

them hell.
Q. Who?
A. _ " The people that were doing this to us. That's
all I can say. I was depressed.
Q. You were depressed based on the death of COX, I
suppose?
- A. On that and all these incidents that built up to

~it. Everytime you went around that area something would
happen.

Q. N Did'you have any reason to beileve that the
people in this village were respon51ble for all the casualties
you had taken?

A. I did.’

0. _ Why did you think that?
A. Every time we went around there we would be shot

at or mortared. I had no reason to disbelieve it.

EQ. " Are you talking about Pinkville or My Lai (4)?
A. - I thought Pinkville and My Lai (4) were the same
general area.

Q. Within a few kilometers that's right.

A. o We.went through Pinkville once and it wasn't

My Lal (4) and somebody said this is Pinkville.

Q. , Do you know why it was called Pinkville?
A. No.
Q. Because it was pink on the map, but it was the

largest or probably the largest hamlet in that area.

Did you expect or did you have any reason to
believe that there would be noncombatants in that village?

A. No. You mean, did I think there were a few
mothers and--yes. Almost every village had--in fact every
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viliage we ever went through had--

Q. (Interposing) Women and children?

A. . Yes. That was all; women and children. . No
military men at all.

Q. I'm trying to determine the text of the briefing,
as to whether the briefing had anything to say about this.
A. I don't know.

Q. Was there anything discussed in the briefing

about artillery?

A. I can't remember. I don't know. Some of this
stuff I can remember, but I don't know where I picked it
up from.

Q. : What about the search and destroy operation?
Had you conducted these before?

A. Yes.
Q. Search and clear or search and destroy?
A. Search and you might say, destroy. It was to

burn these hootches.
Q. . ‘Had you done much of this before?

A. No. Not much of it. Have we done any of it?
Yes. It was right around the area of Pinkville.

Q. " - When you burned hootches before, did you burn
them for a reason or did you just go through the village
and level it? Do you know?

A. It was for a reason. I think that was when or
right after that guy was killed. I think that was why we
burned it. I can't recall us ever burning anythlng we
didn't have the right to burn or at least we didn't thlnk
we had the right to burn.

(COL WILSON looks at the morning report for

Cc/1/20.)
Q. The morning report of 25 February 1968 of Charlie
(GLIMPSE) 9 APD T-75
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Company shows a loss of one officer and 12 men. It

lists Steven R. GLIMPSE as attached to U.S. Army llospital
Sanctuary and in accordance with the reference there were--
all of these losses seem to be casualties. I had been under
the impression that this was the result of the company

- walking into a minefield.

A, - That's what it was.

Q. Now, this is the big minefield incident, right?
A. ' .Yes.

Q. You say that COX——

A. (Interposing) This was after this. It was the

first week in March.

COL WILSON: . (Reading from the morning report of c/1/20,
dated 14 March 1968) "George J. COX was dead on arrival
at 2d Surgical Hospital from fragmentation wounds on
the morning of 14 March," which was 2 days before the

operation.

A. - That man was dead a minute after the bomb
exploded.

Q. He was killed that day, on the 14th of March?

A. Right.

0. | And he was assigned to the 3d Platoon?

A. . Yes.

Q. And he was a squad leader?

A. Yes. Evidently, Captain MEDINA must have called
us together twice.

0. What do you mean?

A. Because I remember that Sergeant SMAIL was really

upset about it, and I must be confusing the briefing with
this.

Q. If this man was killed on the 14th of March, it
would not be unusual to have some sort of ceremony for him
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on the 15th, if you were going back into action on the 16th?
Of course, you don't recall any services.

A. I don't.

Q. . , Where was Sergeant COX wounded? Killed?

A. I don't know. I wasn't there.

0. Was the platoon committed on the 14th somewhere?

Were they out on operations?

A. ' I think it was just our platoon that went out.
I think they sent out different platoons every day.

Q. Were these night or day operations?

A Day.

Q The 3d Platoon was out on'a platoon operation?
A. Yes.

Q. ' iProbably a sweep of some sort?

A Yes. p

Q. And this man's death was the result of an
artlllery round?

A. Command detonated.

Q. Command detonated?

A, This was the information that'I got. There were

wires coming from it.

o. . © But it indicates only (looking at ‘the morning
report for C/1/20)--let me restate that. . It indicates.

that three other men were wounded that day, - CUMMINS, DYSON,
and HENDRICKSON, all from the 3d Platoon and all from COX'
squad?

A. '~ Right.
Q. - The morning report shows a loss of four. This

may explain the possibility that some men may have been
confused between the briefing and the ceremony or a
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combination. Did Captain MEDINA have anything to say about
COX in this briefing?

A. . He said something about COX. I remember him
talking to'Sergeant SMAIL about it. What he said, I don't
know. I thought this was the briefing. I was wrong, I
guess. Evidentally there was two of them and he called us
_together tw1ce.

Q; ‘ o What was the first time?

A. . ¢ It must have been services of some kind. It was
some kind of cOmfort he was giving to the company.

_ Q. o ~ I'm not trying to put words in your mouth. I
don't know that this happened.

A. _I'm not positive that it happened, but--

Q. | (Interbosing) COX was well thought of, I
suppose, by the unit?

A;’ RN Yes, he was.

Q. L Do you think this could have had anything to do

with the 3d Platoon being put in support?
(Wltness gave no response.)

Durlng the assault, how many bodles did you see
in the v1llage, in My Lai(4)?

A, I belleve,I estimated roughly 30 or 35 that I saw.
Q. , You saw? All dead?

A. . Yes. This is just a rough estimate.

Q. Whenrthe unit moved forward into the village, and

I am talklng about the lst and 2d Platoons that were
sweeplng the village, did you observe them from your
position?

A. I could observe a few of them.
Q. Was there much firing?
A. There was quite a bit of firing.
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Q. v Did they fire be fore they moved into the village?
A. l I don't know. I wasn't there.

Q. They had already begun to sweep through when you
got there. 1Is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you ever hear an order come down to stop

the firing, or cease the firing, or stop the killing and
the burning, or any of those. And if so, what was the order?

A. I don't recall an order as such coming down over
the radio, but I seem to recall something stating--I don't

- know. I shouldn't even be commenting on this because right
after this wvillage there were no more killings.

-, 0. You don't remember any instructions coming down
by radio? :

A. No.

Q. - Did you normally handle the transmissions or did
you pass the transmitter to Lieutenant LACROSS?

A. ~ I passed it to Lieutenant LACROSS?

Q. ' Could you hear what he had to say over that
radio? .

.A. D -i could hear it, but I don't recall it.

Q. ' What set were you carrying?

A.  PRC-25.

Q. Did you ever hear Lleutenant LACROSS holler out

to his squads or communicate to his squads an order to
cease firing?

A, No. I never heard that from Lieutenant LACROSS.
Our platoon, I believe, only shot at males that were running
away from the village. Now, this is all that our platoon
Sver shot that I know of. I saw most of what our platoon

id.

Q. . Did you ever see any senior officers from Task
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referring to this area where we ended our. march?

Q. That's down south. This was over to the east.
A, lThis was sort of an island?

0. | It's sort of an island over there.

A. . You mean were we airlifted on thié is;and?

Q. o No. You' re talking about Pinkville.

A. I remember we were airlifted on an island and it

was qulte an ordeal on that island.

| Q. Not the 16th of March?
A.u ‘No.: | | _
Q; I'm talklng about the 16th of March in the B
Company area?
A ~ No.
Q. Was there an 1nvestlgat10n of the.My Lai incident

at any time that you know of?

A. - I was never interviewed_fof one. I heard that
there was an investigation of some sort. I think I heard
it from the grapevine. .

Q. ' Did Captaln MEDINA ever get up with the company |
and say that there was an investigation going on?
A No. ’ |
Q. . Anybody ever tell you not to say anything about
that incidépt?
A. . No.
Q. Were you ever questipnéd?
A, | No. |
Q; . - Did you ever see a senior officer back at Dottie

or at the pickup zone when you left the area of operations
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that was asking questions to any men of C Company?
_Ao No.

Q. ' What was the attitude of the men of C Company
toward the Vietnamese people? '

A. . Friendly, I think. I know all my friends and me
gave them all the C-rations we had, except in a few areas
where we would catch hell and it was Just the opposite.

Q. And what areas were those?
A, This was in My Lai (4) and then it was up north
after this; ' ‘ .

Q. Did you ever see ah'operation like this before or
after? - -

A ﬁqf Not like this. No..

Q. Was it normal for C Comp&ny.toibuin villages?

A. _ No. | | -

Q. 'Did you ever hear of any rapes in C- Company?

(Witness gives no response.)

On an operation?

A, No. Not of a rape. It was a mutual agreement
that I heard of. ' o

Q. Was this on an operation?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you know of any groups of 1nd1v1duals in
the unit that wore girls' braided hair on their helmets?
A, ' We weren't a group of pillagers if that is what
you are getting at.

Q. I'm just trying to find this out. There is
evidence that there was a group such as that in C Company?
A. Not that I know‘of;
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Q. I'm glad to hear you take that stand. What's
amazing is if some of the testimony that we qet is trye,
how it could happen without each individual in the unit
realizing that it was happening, as close as a unit is in
combat. I am sure it can, but it's hard to believe.

Why do you think this situation in My Lai (4)
happened? Was it a result of the brleflng or was it a re-
sult of possibly now COX° :

A. You couldn' t pinpoint it down to any one particular
incident. It was a backlog of all these different things
that were happening and information that came down from higher
commands. Now, we got information once that came down that
there were brigades and battalions and all kinds of things

in that area. Now, this scared us.

Q. You mean, the enemy situation that was given to
you was not exactly what you expected?.

A, No. I never thought there were thousands of them
down there, but I knew there were some in a concentrated area.
Now, this information that came down - - it wasn't right
before My Lai. It was a month before when we first started
operating in the area, probably just to keep us on our toes. :

Q. ‘Our intelligence reports still indicate that in
the last of January of that year that Quang Ngai was attacked
by two regiments: one NVA and one VC. When we think of
regimental strength of our forces and their forces, there

is quite a difference as far as numbers go.

A. There must be because I never saw that many at
one time. o

Q. Never would they be in that small area that you
operated in. Do you know if there was a problem w1th
marijuana in C Company’

A. : No. There wasn't a problem. There were a few
individuals that did smoke it. This was almost in every
company. There are a few.

Q. Do 'you believe that many people ¢ould have been
on marijuana during this operation?

A. I don't think so. Not at this time. I'm not
saying that there wasn't any, because there is the possibility
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that there was, but I couldn't say positively. I would
imagine that there were one or two.

Q. Why was this incident not reported, do you think?
A. I thought it was.

Q. You thought it was reported?

A. Yes.

Q. ' You thoﬁght it was investigated? .

A. Yes. |

Q. Do you think the other members of the company
thought that too?

A. I don't know. I am pretty sure that everybody
thought it was reported. It wasn't even reported?

Q. : Yes. It was‘reported from outside of the company .
A. I don't believe that.

Q. Do you have any reason to think that any individual
in the company reported this to anyone?

A. I don't have any proof.

Q. Do you have any thoughts on the subject?

gé I would bet my life that Captain MEDINA reported
it. ' :

Q. By that you mean that he would report the number
of casualties and so forth?

A. " Yes. In my opinion he was a very, very honest
man.

Q. Were you on the battalion net? " You were on the
company net? -
A. The company net.

Q. Were.you ever on the battalion net?

(GLIMPSE) 19 APP T-75

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. No, not during this operation.

Q. You would have no knowledge of any reports that
Captain MEDINA sent back to the TOC?

A, No.

Q" Did your platoon or did you ever hear Lieutenant
LACROSS make a body count report?

A. I never heard one. No.

Q. You don't‘remember your frequency; do you, that

you were on?

- A. No. ‘
Q. - Do you remember what you did with your SOI when
you changed?
A. SOI's?
Q. Slgnal Operations Instructions for frequencies, or

maybe you didn' t get them at platoon level?

A. I never got any.

Q. You never had any confidential document prescrib-
ing the frequency?

A, I was just told.

Q. that was your call sign?

A, "I should remember that. I don't remember that.
Q. What did C Company do after My Lai (4)? Where

did you go? Did you stay in that general area and conduct
operations as you had conducted previously or was there any
difference?

A. -After My Lai (4) on that same day?

Q. When you left the Pinkville complex and went back
to Dottie?

A. We weren't at Dottie very long at all. We were
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marching around the mountains after that, I believe on
hills and everything. We didn't see anything after that.

Q. How long after that did you go to Danang? Do
you remember?. ‘

A. I can't remember, but it wasn't very long.

Q. When you were extracted from this area and taken

back to Dottie after the operations, which we understand
was 3 days, how long did you stay back at Dottie before
you conducted any other operations?

. A. Would you repeat the question? I think I was
mixing something up here..

Q. When you were extracted from the area and sent
back to Dottie or taken back to Dottie, how long did you
stay at Dottie before you conducted any other operation?

A. 1 can't remember.

Q. Do you remember anything specifically that happened
on the 17th or 18th of March? I mean by that the other

2 days of the operation, and after you laagered in on the
night of the 16th and moved. You remember you said you moved
down by the river on the 17th?

A. Down'by the coast more or less. I remember that
pretty well. There were prisoners captured and weapons found
and I believe documents.

Q. Down by the river?
A. -~ Down by the river.
Q. This was where the nurse and the high level NVA
was found? '
A. Yes.
| Q. Was there any indication that the nurse had been
raped?
A. -No. There were a lot of guys mad at her though

and probably ready to rape her, but I don't thlnk she was
raped.
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Q. Or Colonel BARKER being there?

A. No.

Q. Do you know what Colonel BARKER looks like?
A. Is he baldheaded or sort of?

Q. No. -

A. I don't recall then.

Q. Would you know if either one of these people

were there on the site?
A. Would I know them?

Q. : If the brigade commander or the task force commander
were there at the pickup zone?

A. I should know, but I don't know.

Q. But you don't recall.

A. No. I don't recall.

Q. . I'm going to give vou an orientation on some maps

and photographs and ask you to identify the ground photos,
and take an aerial photograph and see if we can trace your
activities through My Lai (4).

First, let me give you these ground photographs,
and what I am going to ask you to do is take the photo
number and if you recognize either people or places, either
one, put the number down. We will talk about it when you
are through. '

(COL WILSON orients the witness on an aerial
photo which was later marked and entered into -evidence as
Exhibit P-145, and shows the witness ground photos of the.
My Lai (4) area.)

Q. How far were you from the village when you got
off your helicopter?

A. Maybe 100 meters. I don't really know, exactly.
It was close. :
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Q. Dolyou remember crossing a dike to get into the
village? '

A. No.

Q. The lst and 2d Platoons had already moved into
the village?

A. 'Right.

Q. pid you set up a perimeter back there?

A. I can't remember if we set up a perimeter or not.

We were there for quite a while.
Q. How long do you think you were out there?
A. Twenty minutes.

(COL WILSON marked the aerial photo, later .
entered as Exhibit P-145, to 1dent1fy positions located by MR
GLIMPSE. )

Q. Point number 1 is the area of the LZ.:

© Point number 2 is where two to four VC' S were
running west and were fired on.

Point number 3 indicates a group of 10 bodies.

Point number 4 is the location where CARTER was
wounded.

Point number 5 indicates approximately 10 bodies.

Point number 6 indicates where the heavy firing
tapered off. I want to expand on that a little bit. (The
witness determined at this point that the firing had tapered
off. He did not hear a command, but hé could just tell that
the firing had begun to cease.)

Point number 7 indicates a wounded boy of 15
years of age shot for no apparent reason.

Point number 8 indicates a dead baby.
Point number 9 indicates stopping to eat.

Point number 10 indicates five bodies observed
in ditch.

(GLIMPSE) 24 APP T-75

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

(COL WILSON shows the witness specific photos
that the witness has previously observed and identified.)

Photographs P-6, P- 7, and P-8 show Sergeant
CARTER being bandaged after he wounded himself. Do you
know where this location is?

A. I don't remember a wall down here, but it was
like a little hole in the trees that he was 1n.

Q. ‘Now, photo number P-8 also shows hlm up against
the building? .

A. Right.

Q. Photo number P-10 shows him lying down. Do you
know how far Sergeant CARTER was from the place that he
was evacuated? Was he moved or not?

A. He would have had to have been moved because the
chopper couldn't get in there.

Q. Was he moved after he was wounded and before the
chopper came? ,

A. Not that I know of.

Q. So, you would say that photos p-6, p-7, P-8, P-9
and P-10 were taken at point 4 on the map?

A. Yes, sir (referring to the aerial map later
identified as Exhibit P-145).

Q. What about photo number P-13? Do you know where
that was? ‘

A. This looksysomething like the north-south trail

or the entrance to it.

Q. Who is the first man in the photo, do you know?

A. Somebody. I can't remember his name.

Q. JENNINGS? ' |

A, Right. Sergeant JENNINGS.

Q. Is that Lieutenant BROOKS here?
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A. Maybe it's not a lieutenant. It looks like the
guy that took over the company for a while. What's his name?
It was after Captain MEDINA left. ’

Q. Number P-14°2

A. It's Fred DUSTIN. We were best buddies. I think
he's coming in tomorrow.

0. Third Platoon?
A. Right.
Q. Was the 3d Platoon assigned the mission to burn

the town?

A. No. It was burning before we got there. We just
helped it -along.

Q. Do you recogniZe this photograph, number P-17?

A. » I almost put it down because I don't think it's
Pinkville.

Q. Not Pinkville. My Lai?

A. My Lai.

Q. - We believe that photo number P-13 and photo number

P-17 were taken at the same place, but at a different angle?

A. There's that guy. Apparently it is because there
is that guy. Yes. It would have to be the same place.
This was not the north-south trail.

Q. This is a rather large house here in photo number
p-17?

A. I don't remember it.

Q. One time it appeared that photo number P-13 showed

the command group, but apparently photo number P-13 shows the
mortar platoon, although I don't know what Sergeant PHU is
doing?

A. He was a sergeant in the mortar platoon.
Q. Sergeant MARONEY, the second man?
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I can't remember. e shol his finger off accidentally. e
was 1in our platoon.

Q DELPOME?

A »Right. The second man is DELPOME.

Q. Was his first name "Pete"?

A Yes.

Q. Number P-1267

A. I think that is where we spent our first night.
There is SMAIL and GRIMES.

Q. Wait a minute now. GRIMES on the right?

A. GRIMES on the right. SMAIL second from the left.
.Q' Is the first man on the left SMITH?

A. That sounds right.

Q. GRUVER is the third from the left and GRIMES is
the fourth from the left?

A. Right.

Q. - GRUVER ever have a problem with marijuana?

A, GRUVER was one of the guys that smoked it on occa-

sion. Nobody that I know of had a problem, like smoked it
every day.

Q. Were there any other photographs that you saw
that you could locate in the village besides the ones with
CARTER?

A. Would you please repeat that?

Q. Thevonly photos that we located as far as loca-
tions go is the ones where CARTER is at point 4. Any other
photographs that you saw that you could locate in the vil-
lage?

A. None at all.
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Q. Does the time that CARTER was wounded sound about
right?
A. It sounds about right. Not too long after that

he left, in the morning. You don't have it down here, but
there were people running out of the field, which we fired
upon.

Q. That was on the LZ?

A. Right.

COL WILSON: The annotated photograph by Mr. Steve R. GLIMPSE
is entered as Exhibit P-145. One or two more gquestions. Did
you receive any training in the methods of handling prisoners

of war? :

A. Yes. I can't remember where it was. It might
have been right when we got into Vietnam.

Q. What did they tell you?

A. They told us.to lay them down on the ground and
keep them there.

Q. Tag them?

A. Tag them?

Q. Tag them? Put tags on them?
‘A. Yes, we did.

Q. -Did you ever tag a prisoner?

A, No. I helped tag one.

Q. I show you two exhibits: Exhibit M-2 and Exhibit

M-3. They are two wallet-sized cards. M-2 is entitled,
"Nine Rules." M-3 is entitled, "The Enemy In Your Hands."
Have you ever seen these documents?

A. No.

Q. They would have had the red MACV insignia on the
front of them?

A. No. I never saw any documents that came down.
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Q. You were not given any copies of these?
A, If I did, I certainly don't remember them.
Q. You'll notice that one of these has some Vietnamese

translations on it?
A. Yes.

Q. Were you ever given any instructions on how to
handle noncombatants?

A. No.

Q. What were you told to do if a Vietnamese ran from
you in a combat situation? '

A. I don't recall if we were told to do anything.
Our company usually fired upon people that were running from
us. That was more or less the common thing to do if we

hollered "halt" and they didn't halt, unless they were women
and little kids we didn't fire on. In Pinkville we would
have fired on them if there were women running. I mean My
Lai (4). Usually we hollered "halt" and if they didn't halt
and they were males, they would be fired upon.

Q. Anything about a warning shot mentioned?

A. There was a warning shot. Everytime I can remember
there was a warning shot. :

Q. Do you remember ever being briefed on this?

A. I don't recall being briefed on it, but we must
have been because everybody sort of did the same thing.

Q. Mr. GLIMPSE, do you have anything further to offer
or any further testimony?

A. Well, nothing other then the way I feel about the

whole situation.

Q. What was that?

A. I just feel that it wasn't a massacre. It wasn't

anything near a massacre. There were a few mistakes, I'll
admit that. One of them was the baby and one boy shot
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that was wounded. Other than that I thought it was a pretty
good operation and we caught them totally by surprise which
we usually don't do. By the time we usually get into the
village everyone is gone, except women and children.

Q. How many VC do you think you killed in this vil-
lage?
A. I don't know. I'd say the whole village was VC

or people that helped VC and were sympathizers. There were
a lot of men there. They looked hard-core and had short
hair, and they didn't loock like farmers.

Q. Of the number of bodies that you saw, how many
were children undexr 10 years old?

A. One that I am sure of, and other than that I
really couldn't swear of any being under 10 years old.

Q. Except the one?

A, Except the one. He was definitely under 10 years
old.

Q. How many women were among these bodies? About

what proportion of these were women?

A. There were a number of women, maybe a quarter of
them. I really couldn't say.

Q. Could you ever recall receiving any enemy fire
from this village?

A. No. I don't know who was firing at who. There
was a lot of firing. I, myself, was sort of mixed-up. I
never saw anybody fire at me.
0. ~Anything further?
A. No.

(COL MILLER enters the hearing room.)
Q. I think your point was probably well taken, but
we have to define a massacre from combat action. I think

the best way we can do it in this case is, did any one or
more individuals line up a group of people and shoot them
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down. This is a little different from an accidental firing
or a reconnaissance by fire as you go into a village.

A. I agree with that, and I know nothing about some-
thing like this. 1In fact it reminds me like HITLER marching
through a village.

COL MILLER: I think that is the essence of what may be the
criminal aspects of this investigation. T[id that happen, and
not whether there was a legitimate combat operation and scome-
body misjudged. Was there a premeditated murder of people

in groups?

A. Premeditated?
Q. Coldly premeditated?
A. That sounds awfully funny because that would have

to mean, to me, that this person that was going to do it
~would have to think about it the night before. Because when
you're marching through a village and there is a lot of
people firing and there is a lot of mixup, you don't think
rationally. You really don't.

Q. If you move 20 or 30 people through a village and
march them off to a specific area and shoot them down, that
is premeditated. You don't have to think about it the night
before.

A, You see, I never saw this,

COL WILSON: I just wanted to mention this. It really isn't
pertinent. I can understand your attitude because you think
possibly that somebody is being railroaded on this thing,

but, at any rate, do you have any further statements to make?

A. No.

Q. Now, I request that you not discuss your testimo-
ny in this investigation with others, including other witnes-
ses who may be called or have been called for the investiga-
tion, except as you may be required to do so before a com-
petent judicial, legislative, or administrative body. This
is an administrative body. There are certain people being
called to appear before the House Armed Services Committee.
That is okay. A judicial body is like a court-martial. Have
you been warned by the military judge? You haven't received

(GLIMPSE) 32 APP T-75

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

any notification by the military judge in the case of the
United States v. Calley?

A. No.

Q. I'd like to caution you that if you do become
subject to the order issued by the military judge in the
‘case of United States v. Calley, your appearance here in no
way changes the content of that order.

A. Yes, sir.
COL WILSON: We appreciate your coming and we really appre-
ciate your help. You have done us a lot of good here. The
hearing will recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1545 hours, 7 January 1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: GRIMES, Joe

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 10 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: SP4, Squad Leader,
3d Squad, 34 Platoon, C/1/20, Task Force Barker.

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

a. MEDINA's briefing on 15 March 1968.

" The witness attended Captain MEDINA's briefing
(pg. 3), and on the basis of the briefing thought they
were going to hit a battalion of VC in My Lai (4) (pg. 6).
MEDINA told them that it would probably be their first
encounter with the enemy and that the hamlet would be all
VC (pg. 4). There was a mention of burning houses, and
they were told that there were not supposed to be any
civilians in the hamlet at that time (pg. 5). The witness
did not remember what reason was given for the civilians
being absent (pg. 5). MEDINA did mention that it was their
chance to get even (pg. 5). The witness did not recall a
meeting of platoon leaders and platoon sergeants either
before or after the company briefing (pg. 5).

b. Memorial service.

The witness thaught the memorial service was held
a few days prior to their entry into My Lai (4) by a Catholic
chaplain whose name he did not remember (pg. 3). Hebelieved
that the ceremony was held for Sergeant COX and for several
other men (pg. 6).
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c. The mood of the men in the unit.

He felt that the morale of the men in the unit
was raised, in that they knew they were going to engage
the enemy. He believed most of them felt "pretty good"

and they had a "pretty high morale" (pg. 5). When they did
not encounter the enemy the witness felt let down and stated
the unit was ready for it (pg. 12). He thought the attitude

of the men in the company towards the Vietnamese peoble

was one of dislike. He agreed that the attitude was

that "the life of a Vietnamese was not worth as much as the
life of an American" (pg. 19).

2. ASSAULT ON MY LAI.

a. The landing area.

The helicopter that the witness was in landed
approximately 200 meters from the edge of the village,
indicated on Exhibit P-154 as point #1 (pgs. 23, 24).

He exited through the right door and the village was on the
other side of the aircraft, which faced south (pg. 24). They
set up a perimeter which lasted for about four minutes

and then received instructions from their platoon leader

to go get a weapon from a man who was reported by a
helicopter (pg. 25). The squad went to the spot on line,
could not find the man, started to return towards the
hamlet and went back to the location when the helicopter
dropped a smoke grenade. They found a man there with a
rifle. The man was dead on their arrival. The witness did
not recall what kind of a helicopter dropped the grenade
(pgs. 7, 8, 25, 26).

b. Movement through the village.

The sguad next moved from their position southwest
of the village to the south where people had been reported
fleeing (pgs. 8, 21). He recalled being accompanied for a
short while by a photographer (pgs. 8, 33). He saw one
house burning on the west side of the village as they moved
around to the south (pg. 8). They swung through a rice
paddy to the south side, not going as far as the highway.
They proceeded to go through the rice paddies in an easterly
direction and came upon a small hamlet to the southeast of
My Lai (4) (pg. 9). There were people in the hamlet,
mostly women and old men with a few children (pgs. 9, 11).
He saw the bodies of women and children and some babies on
a trail 30 meters south of My Lai (4), but did not see any
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. other bodies (pg. 11). His squad encountered no resistance
as they moved and heard no firing other than some shots

in the mrthwest end of the village shortly after they
landed (pgs. 11, 12). The squad took no prisoners and did
not round up any civilians (pg. 12). He stated he possibly
heard men talking about an order to stop the killing and
burning, but he never received one directly (pg. 12).

c. His knowledge of activities in the village.

He first became aware of a number of civilians
"being killed in My Lai (4) from discussion of the other

men who mentioned that they burned the houses and killed

the livestock and some people (pg. 13). He did not see a
ditch with a number of dead people in it and the only bodies
he saw were the ones on the trail south of the village

(pg. 14). Although he did not enter the village, he felt
that there were not many people there at the time, because
he did not see very many (pg. 14).

d. Later movement of the unit.

The witness remembered laagering in a graveyard
with B Company for the night (pg. 14). He recalled capturing
a few men and a nurse in the area of the Song Tra Khuc
River on 17 March (pg. 16). As they moved on 17 March,
he did not recall passing through any hamlets but did see a
few huts (pg. 16). He did not recall the unit burning any
"hamlets as they moved towards the water on 17 March. He
agreed that on 18 March the unit was lifted out by helicopter
and taken back to LZ Dottie (pg. 17).

e. His knowledge of prisoners.

The witness saw members of the National Police
questioning VC suspects during the afternoon of 16 March
(pgs. 14, 15). He did not recall how many prisoners there
were but did see one VC suspect shot. He stated that
Captain MEDINA was there, but he could not recall the names
of other American officers. He did not know Captain MICHLES
or Captain KOTOUC (pg. 15). He did see the finger of one
suspect being cut off but did not remember who did it (pg. 15).
He thought it was an American officer whose grade he did not
know. He did not know what kind of knife was used (pg. 16).
The hand was placed on a solid object and the finger was cut
off at the first joint (pg. 20).
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3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT,

During the morning of 16 March the witness did not
see any visiting officers from the task force, the brigade,
or the division (pg. 13). He testified that he did not
recall a field grade officer talking to the unit upon its
return to LZ Dottie on 18 March. He did remember who
Colonel HENDERSON was, but 9id not remember if HENDERSON
met with the returning unit (pg. 17). He agreed that
MEDINA told the unit that they should not discuss the
incident except with an investigating officer (pg. 18).
Possibly Sergeant LOPEZ told him that there was an
investigation of My Lai (4), but he did not remember
(pg. 18). He was not contacted by an investigating officer
(pg. 18), and felt that the men would have told any
investigating officer what had happened (pg. 19). He did
not know why the incident was not reported, nor did he hear
about it being covered-up (pg. 19).

4. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. The witness testified he had gotten to know
MEDINA very well and thought that MEDINA was "a pretty
good officer - MEDINA tried to help them and to keep them

straight (pg. 13).

b. The witness did not believe there was a marijuana
problem in the unit, and did not think there was a serious
use of it, ar people going into combat under its influence

(pg. 20).
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EXHIBITS

EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES

P-7 Miscellaneous Scene Shown to witness. 29
Wit thinks it may
P-9 Miscellaneous Scene be a house on the

' edge of the village

29

: it felt it was
P-14 |Miscellaneous Scene taken on a trail
near the medevac
location. 34
_ Wit identified
P-17 |Miscellaneous Scene LOPEZ as sixth man
from the right.

32

Witness identified
P-25 [Miscellaneous Scene himself. 33
Wit did not recall
P-41 |[Miscellaneous Scene seeing the bodies. 34
Wit identified him-
P-60 |[Miscellaneous Scene self and located
the house at points
on P-154. 34
. Wit 1identified
. P-69 |[Miscellaneous Scene DELPOME, and

‘ ' Jocated it near
point #3 on P-154. 37
_ . Wit IGcated 1t
P-70 |Miscellaneous Scene at point #2 on P-154 38
Wit i1dentified him-
P-126 |[Miscellaneous Scene self on the right,
SMAIL as the third
from right; R.D.

SMITH as fourth _
from right. 39

Aerial photo of the Used to orient
P-154 [My Lai (4) area. the witness. 7

Wit marked the LZ
as point #1. 23,24
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
P-154 [Aerial photo of the Wit marked the spot -
(cont)My Lai (4) area. where he recovered
a weapon as point
#2. 26
Wit marked the
location of a hut
they burned as
point #3. 27
Wit indicated the
area where he
operated as point
__i#4. o 28
Wit marked the
location of his
radio call to his
platoon leader as
point #5.
29
Wit marked locatioq
of Exhibit P-9,and
also where the
o medevac ship
landed.
30
, Used to orient the
MAP-4[Map 6739 II witness. 7
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(The hearing reconvened at 0820 hours, 10
January 1970.)

MR WEST: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: MR WEST,
COL WILSON, and MAJ COOP.

The next witness is Mr. Joe GRIMES.

(MR GRIMES was called as a witness, was
sworn, and testified as follows:)

RCDR: Will you state your full name, occupation, and
address?
A. My name is Joe GRIMES. I live at 1017 Ball

Street in Pasadena, Texas, and I'm a laborer.

MR WEST: Mr. GRIMES, before we start in with any questions,
I want to advise you concerning the purpose and nature of
this inquiry. This investigation was directed jointly by

the Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff, United .
States Army, for the purpose of determining facts and

making findings and recommendations concerning two

things:

(1) the adequacy of the prior investigations
into what now has become known as the My Lai incident of
16 March 1968, and

(2) possible suppression or withholding of in-
formation by any person who had a duty to report and furnish
information concerning this incident. In other words, whether
there was any coverup.

We are not investigating all the facts and cir-
cumstances of what happened at My Lai. For example, we are
not concerned with possible criminal culpability of any per-
son for something that they did there that might have been
an offense..

We have had made available to us and have re-
viewed prior official statements obtained in other investi-

gations of the My Lai incident. I don't recall whether you
have made a statement to anvybody else or not.
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Your testimony will be taken under oath. A ver-
batim transcript will be prepared. A tape recording is being
made in addition to the verbatim notes being taken by the
court reporter.

The general classification of our report will
be confidential, but it is possible that testimony or parts
of it may later become a matter of public knowledge. This
is something that we have no control over. ’

We ask that you not discuss your testimony before
this panel with others, including other witnesses, except as
you may be required to do or asked to do before a competent
administrative, judicial, or legislative body. For example,
there is a subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee
inquiring into the My Lai incident. They have called some
witnesses. We have asked you not to talk about what goes on
here but this, of course, doesn't apply to the House sub-
committee. I think you are probably aware, also, from the
news, that there is a court-martial case pending against
Lieutenant CALLEY. The military judge in that case has
issued an order directing certain witnesses or potential
witnesses to refrain from any public discussion of the
case. Have you received an order from the military judge?

A. No, sir. I haven't.

Q. I did want to advise you, in case you had, that
your appearance here to answer gquestions would not change
the applicibility of that order. You might keep that in
mind in case you do subsequently receive an order. Any
questions about this part of it?

A. No.

Q. For the record, Mr GRIMES, were you a member of
the United States Army on 16 March 19697

A. Yes, sir.

Q. When were you discharged?

A. April 7, 1969.
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Q. On 16 March 1968, what was your grade and a551gn-
ment and your outf1t7 .

A. I was with C/1/20. I was a specialist four. I
was a squad leader in the 3d Platoon, third squad.

Q. At that time C/1/20 was part of Task Force Barker?
A. Yes, sir.

0. And when did you first hear of the planned combat

assault against this little hamlet of My Lai (4)7?

A. Well, sir, I think it was a day or a couple of
days before we went into the village. We received an order
to go in. We had been pretty close to it, but we never had
gone in as far as I can remember.

Q. Was this at a company briefing held by Céptéin_

MEDINA?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you remember a memorial service -about the

time of the briefing, held for two or three men who had
been killed in the company?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember when this was in relation to the
briefing? : '

A. Not really, sir. I think it was a couple of days

before we went into My Lai (4).

Q. Do you remember the chaplain who conducted the
service? We know it was a major. A couple of people say
he was a Catholic chaplain.

A. I think he was Catholic, sir. I don't remember

his name.
Q. Going back to the briefing by Captain MEDINA, what

did he tell the company during the briefing, that you recall?
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A. As far as I can remember, sir, he said we had

gotten this order to go into My Lai (4), and to expect to
engage a battalion of VC who were reportedly to be there

at that time.

Q. Did he indicate how long the operation was to
last?

A, Not as far as I can remember, sir.

Q. Did he talk about what kind of a mission it was?

I believe, up to this time, you had done mostly search and
clear and patrol operations or things of that nature.

A. Yes, sir.
0. What did he say about this one?
A. Well, he said this was going to be probably our

first engagement with the enemy, since we hadn't had any.
We had had a couple of snipers, and mostly what we ran
across were minefields, boody traps, and stuff like that.
This would probably be our first time to engage the enemy,
and to be prepared.

Q. Up to this time, the company had suffered quite
a few casualties at the hand of Charlie, but never came
to grips with him. Is that the way it was?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did he tell you about the hamlet and what
to do in there?

A. Well, he said that we were supposed to engage the
enemy at that time, and that it was strictly a VC hamlet. As
far as they knew, it was supposed to be all VC, and we were
supposed to destroy it.

Q. Anything said about livestock or other food, or
whether to burn the houses? Do you recall that?

A. I think there was mention of burning houses.
Well, the food we usually found, like rice, for instance,
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they sometimes called helicopters in to take it out if. there
was a large quantity of rice, and if it was suspected to be a
VC hamlet. - :

Q. Did he talk to you about the civilian residents
in the village? Did he say anything about that?

A. Yes, sir. They said that there were not supposed
to be any civilians in that hamlet at that time.

Q. Was there any explanation why?
A. Not that I can remember, sir.
Q. ' Do you remembér hearing anything said about the

possibility that most of the civilians would be away at mar-
ket at the time the combat assault went in?

A. I'm not too sure, sir.

0. . What was the mood of the men of the company after
this br:l.ef:l.ng'> How did they feel about the next day's oper-
ation? .

A. Well, sir, I think most of them, they felt
pretty good. We had been there quite a while, and we lost
several men. We were never able to get back at them, and
‘I think it raised their morale up a little bit, as far as
knowing that we were going to be engaged by the enemy. I'd
say we had pretty high morale.

0. Did Captain MEDINA talk about, you may have men-
tioned this already, that you had a chance to get even with
Charlie? This sort of thing.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know if there was a meeting of platoon
leaders and platoon sergeants around the time of the company
briefing, either before or after?

A. I don't recall it, sir.
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COL WILSON: You say you had the third squad of the 3d platoon?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How-long had you had that squad?

A, I had it for about 3 or 4 months.

0. Which squad did Sergeant COX have?

A. It was -- I don't recall. It was either the

first or the second. I don't remember which one it was.

Q. Do you remember when Sergeant COX got killed?

A. Yes, sir.

Q; bo you recall who that ceremony was for, right be-

fore this operation?

A. Well, I think it was for Sergeant COX and several
other men.

Q. As I remember, did you say this was a couple of
days before the briefing, or did you say it was on the day
of the briefing?

A. I wasn't too sure on that. I think it was a
couple of days before the briefing.

Q. What did you think formed the basis of Captain
MEDINA's briefing? What did you think you were going to hit
in My Lai (4)7?

A. A battalion of VC.

Q. One.battalion?

A, Yes.

Q. Do you know what the normal strength of a VC
battalion is?

A. 400, 500 men.
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MR WEST: Mr. GRIMES, let's go now to the next day, the 1l6th,
the actual combat assault on My Lai (4). I also show you an
enlarged aerial photograph of My Lai (4) and the immediate vi-
cinity, Exhibit P-1, and along with it a 1:25,000 scale map,
which has been admitted into evidence as Exhibit MAP-4.

(MR. WEST orients witness on Exhibits P-1 and MAP-4.)
Does this look familiar to you now a little bit?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Could you tell us, now, after you were lifted in,
what your squad did and what the 3d Platoon did that morning?

A. Well, my squad, when we first landed--when we first
landed, we heard some shots. The first group that went in, I
don't know whether it was the 1lst or 2d Platoon, they said it
was a cold LZ. And then, after a while, they heard some shots.
And they called back and said it was a hot LZ, so we landed
right in here. I had my squad over down in here, where we
landed, and there was a helicopter that had my squad._ Lieuten-
ant LACROSS was with me at that time.

Q. Your platoon leader at that time was Lieutenant
LACROSS, for the 3d Platoon?

A. Yes, that's right.
Q. Do you remember now?
A. Yes, sir. So there was a helicopter down on this

side. I don't know whether it was west of where we landed,
but a helicopter went by and said they had seen a VC crawling
into a hedge, or something like that. So I put my squad on
line and we walked over to this place. We couldn't find
anything, so then we started going back towards the hamlet
here. And the helicopter again went by and said he was going
to drop smoke on the place where this man was. So he did.

He circled back around and dropped a smoke grenade, and then
we proceeded to go there. We did find a man there with a
rifle, and he was dead on our arrival there.

Q. Was this a bubbletop helicopter?
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A. Sir, I don't remember.
Q. | All right. What happened next?
A. >Well, after that, all the time that we were there

I had my squad on the west side and south side of the hamlet.
They had called us, and said they had seen people.on the south
side running away from the village. So I took my squad to go
search and see what it was. Sometimes we didn't find anybody.

Q. Let me ask you something. Do you remember a photo-
grapher and a reporter from the PIO detachment of brigade w1th
you that morning?

A. Yes, sir. I believe for a little while he was with
my squad, because while we were on line, going to this desig-
nated place where the smoke grenade was thrown, they were with
us at that time. They took a picture at that time, while we
were going.

Q. Colonel WILSON will show you some photographs later
on, and maybe you can pick that one out. The photographer's
name was HAEBERLE, and the reporter's name was ROBERTS. I
don't know whether you knew them at the tlme.

A. No, sir. I didn't.

Q. Could you describe what you did and what happened
when you swung south down below the village? I understand
that you moved all the way down as far as the highway down
there. Is that right?

A. It's pretty close to it, sir. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you just take us along step by step as you
remember? '

A. Yes, sir. After we were down here, on the west

side I believe, we did go in on the west side of the village
for just a few minutes. We didn't get to see anything. I
believe we did see one house that was burning, and I think
they had some people gathered around there pretty close to
that house on the west side of the hamlet. Then, we con-
tinued to come around to the south.
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0. You swung around through the rice paddy and down
around to the southern part?

A. Yes, sir. Down to this trail along here, and
there were some more on the south side--there was some more
huts around in here (indicating south of the village).

- That's all that my squad did: look for people who were com-
ing out.

Q; You didn't go down to the highway, then?

A. 'I.don't believe that we went that far, sif;
Q. I think, perhaps; that it might have been another

. - squad with which HAEBERLE and ROBERTS went, and they actually
went down as far as the highway.

A. Yes, sir. I don't remember actually seelng the
rest of my platoon at that time, until we started going down
to the east.

Q. Well, after you scouted out around to the south,
did you come back and go through with the rest of the pla-
toon?

A. No, sir. We kept on over here to the south side,
going east.

Q. Through the rice paddies to the east?

A. Yes, sir, towards the east. There was another small
village here. '

0. Indicating a small hamlet, a little east, a little
south of My Lai (4).

A, Yes, sir. We went in there. We were going by and
we saw a lot of people there, so we went over there. There
were just mostly women and old men who were there.

Q. What happened there?

A. ' Wé called and told them there were just old people,
men and women and children. There were a few kids there.
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Q. Was your squad working separately at this time?

A, Yes, sir. My squad was over here, and the other
two squads were down here. So they told us just to come on
back, and just leave them alone, that we were going to head
out down this way to the east.

Q. Did you ever go through the village of My Lai

(4) itself?

A. No, sir.

Q.. How about the other two squads?

A. I don't know, sir. |

Q. I understand that they did, that they had a mission

to burn the houses. That's what we have been told. Do you
recall this?

A, No, sir.

Q. Sort of a mop-up mission. The mortar platoon mem-
bers who were with Charlie Company that day, nearly eight to
ten of them, they went along with the 34 Platoon.

A. Well, it must have been with the first and second
squads, then. ‘

Q. Were you Separated from Lieutenant’LACROSS most of
the morning?

A. Yes.

Q. What communicatién did you have? A platoon net?

A, Yes, sir. I had a little PRC-9.

'Q That sounds right. Was this the kind that was in
your helmet?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. All these women and children who were over there in

this little subhamlet southeast of My Lai (4), did you just
leave them there?
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A. Yes, sir. They stayed there.

Did you see any of them killed, or anybody else
kllled there that morning?

A. Not there, sir.
Q. Where did you see them?
A. Down here. I think it was on the south side here,

on this trail here.

0. We have had, just about where you have your pencil
there, we have had several bits of evidence that there was a
- group of people on the trail, maybe 30 meters out, south of
the village.

A. | Yes.

Q. They mentioned women, children, and some babies.
A. Yes.

Q. "What did you see.

A, I saw some women and babies there.

Q. This was as you moved along the south edge of the

village, west to east?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember about what time this was?

A. No, sir. I couldn't say exactly what time it

was.

Q. Did you see any other dead people around?

A. No, sir. Those are the only ones whom I saw at
this place.

Q. At any time during the morning, were you taken un-

der fire? ' Did your squad meet any resistance?

A, No, sir.
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Q. How did the men feel about this? Were they sur-
prised?

A. , Well, I would imagine so, sir.

Q. How did you feel after all the buildup?

A. It kind of let me down for a while. We thought

that we were really going to get engaged by the enemy, and I
think that we were ready for it.

Q. Could you hear firing in the hamlet? Particularly
early in the morning. The first thing in the morning.

A. ' Yes, sir.
Q. What was it like?
A. There wasn't too much firing. I did hear some shots

down in this edge of the village, down in here.

Q. The northwest end?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. That's before you skirted around?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did your platoon take any prisoners that morning?

A. My sguad didn't, sir.

Q. How about civilians? Did you round up any civilians?
A, No, sir.

Q. Did ydu hear an order to stop the killing and the

burning sometime during the morning?
A. I'm not too sure, sir. I think I did. I heard
something about it, or I heard some of the men talking about

it. Nobody ever called me or anything, but I'd seen some, men
who were on the south--by this trail here. I saw some men
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there, and they had said that somebody had called and said
that we were going to move out.

Q. This was just--late in the morning, was it?
A. Yes.
Q. During the morning, did you see any visiting

officers from Task Force Barker, brigade, or division?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you get to know Captain MEDINA very well?
A. Fairly well, yes, sir.

Q. What kind of an officer was he?

A. Well, to me, sir, I think that he was a pretty

good officer, sir. He tried to keep all of his men straight
and everything. He tried to help them if he could in any
way that he could.

Q. Were you aware, at the time, that a lot of Viet~
namese civilians were being killed at My Lai (4)7?

A‘, No, sir.
Q. When did you first hear about it?
A, Well, after we got out of here and headed this

way to the east--

Q. (Interposing) How did you hear it? From other
men talking?

A.  Yes.
Q. Do you remember what you heard?
A. No, not exactly, sir. I couldn't say it in the

exact words, but they said that they burned all the houses
and killed the livestock that was in there, and some people.
But I wouldn't know, sir, because I wasn't in there.
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Q. When you were over around this hamlet that was to
the southeast of My Lai (4), did you see a ditch with a lot
of people in it? A lot of dead women and children?

A. No, sir. The only people whom I saw were on this
trail to the south.

Q. Going back, now, to the matter of the number of
Vietnamese civilians being killed in the wvillage that morn-
ing, one thing that we have been trying to determine is why.
this happened. It is pretty unusual. Some people have
thought that at least parts of the company were out of con-
trol that morning. Do you have any thoughts on this sub-
ject? Did you hear such a thing? Did you have that im-
pression?

A. No, sir. Well, first, if I may say so. Well,
usually whenever we went into a village, I don't know, I

guess this was one of the largest ones in which we had been.
As far as they were saying that there were hundreds of people
there, I do not believe this, that there were that many people
in the village at that time.

Q. I take it you didn't see very many, then?
A. No, sir.
Q. Do you remember what the company did the rest of

the day after they left My Lai (4)7?

A. Well, we did go all the way to the China Sea.  Was
it that day or the next?

Q. I'll just outline it quickly. You were out in the
field 3 days. On the afternoon of the 16th, you moved

east, a little north, and met up with Bravo Company, and
laagered for the night in a graveyard.

A. Yes, that's right.
Q. That afternoon, perhaps late afternoon, did you
remember seeing any members of the National Police, Vietnamese

National Police? There were some there, and they were ques-
tioning some VC suspects. Did you see that?
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A. Yes, I believe I did, sir.

Q. Do you remember how many there werc?

A. No, sir. I don't.

0. Did you see them shoot any VC suspects?

A. dne.

0. Do you remember the names of the American officers

who were there at the time?

A. No, sir. I don't.

Q. Any of them at all?

A. No, sir.

0. Captain MEDINA was supposed to have been there?
A. Yes, sir, he waé there.

Q. Did you know Captain MICHLES of Bravo Company?

A. No, I didn't.

Q. Did you know KOTOUC, the S2 of Task Force Barker?
A. I think I heard his name mentioned, but I didn't

know him.

Q. Did you see or did you hear about the fingers of
one of these suspects being cut off during the guestioning?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see this yourself?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see who did it?

A, No, sir. I don't remember who it was, sir.
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Q. Was it an American officer?

A. I think so.

Q. You don't remember his grade?

A, No, sir. i don't. I saw it from a distance.
Q. Do you remember what kind of knife it was?

A. No, sir.

Q. bid this cause some talk around the company in

yvour squad?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember what was said? What the reaction
was to it? '

A. Well, not exactly, sir. I don't think they were
too pleased about it, really.

Q. Did it strike you as unusual for an American
officer to do such a thing?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. The next day the company moved. The lst Platoon,
actually, had a mission up on Hill 85. The company generally
moved on down, and this is maybe what you thought was the sea,
the Song Tra Khuc River, and captured a couple of men and a
nurse. You may recall that instance?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then you moved back up here, and spent the night
in a rice paddy. Do you recall going through any hamlets
that day, the second day?

A. Well, there were a few huts there. I wouldn't
say they were very big, the ones that I saw.

Q. Was there any particular action that took place
that day of any importance? Did you run into any VC? Did
you have any fights with anybody?
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A. They got these two men--

Q. (Interposing) Apart from the two men and nurse.
What did the company do with the little hamlets they moved
through? Do you recall?

A. I don't, sir.
Q. We have had evidence that the company burned about

three hamlets as they moved through on their way down to the
 water. Do you remember this?

A. No, sir.

Q. On the third day, the 18th, the company was lifted
out by helicopter and taken back to LZ Dottie.

A. . Yes.

Q; Do you recall this?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. When your group landed, do you remember anything

taking place there? For example, did a field grade officer
meet you, talk to the group?

A. I don't remember, sir.

Q. All right. We have had Colonel HENDERSON here.
He was the brigade commander. -Do you remember him?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. He said that he met with some of the men as they

came back, got a few groups together, and talked to them about
what had happened at My Lai (4) on the morning of the 1l6th.
This is what I was getting at. Do you remember that at all?
A, ‘ No, sir. \

Q. Later on, did you remember Captain MEDINA getting
the company together and talklng about My Lai (4)7?

Aa. I think I do, sir. I'm not too sure about what
was said or anything.
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Q. Was it a short time after this?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, will you think hard and see 1f you can

think of what he said? What he told the company? He did talk
to them about My Lai (4).

A. Sir, I can't remember what he said, sir.

0. We understand that he told the company that there
was an investigation going on about what happened at My Lai -
(4) on the morning of the 1l6th. He told them they shouldn't
talk to anybody about it, except persons such as an investi-
gating officer, who had an official reason.

A, I heard that, sir.
Q. You don't remember that in connection With the
company?
" A, No, . sir.
Q. What did you hear about the investigation°
A. Just that there was an investigation at My Lai (4),

that we weren't supposed to talk to anybody.

Q. You don't remember who told you this, though?

A. No, sir. I can't.

Q. Your platoon sergeant was Sergeant LOPEZ?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Could Sergeant LOPEZ have been the one who told
you? » .

A. He could have been, sir. I don't honestly know.
Q. Did anybody ever come around and talk to you? An

investigating officer?

A, No, sir.
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Q. Do you think if an investigating officer had come
around that the men of the company would have told him what
had happened there that morning?

A. I would imagine so, sir.

Q. What was the attitude of the men of Charlie Company
toward the Vietnamese people? Did they like them, or dislike
them, or how did they feel?

A. Well, most of them I'd say disliked them, sir.

Q. Do you think there was a feeling that perhaps
the life of a Vietnamese wasn't worth as much as the life
of an American?

A. I would say that that was the attitude. Yes, sir.

Q. I think you are aware that this incident of My Lai
(4) was not well known until very recently?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. As a matter of fact, it was not reported--what
happened that morning was not reported in the usual way. And
it wasn't until April 1969, that Department of the Army here
at Washington learned about it. Do you have any idea why it
wasn't reported?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear anything about a coverup or an
effort to keep it from being known?

A. No, sir.

Q. The newspapers had stories in November about the
possibility that some of the men of the company were under
the influence of marijuana on that morning at My Lai (4).
Do you know anything about this?

A. No, sir.
Q. Was ‘there a marijuana problem in the company?
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A. I don't believe so, sir.

Q. I don't mean just a few men smoking marijuana, but
serious use of it by men going into combat undcr the influence?

A. I don't believe so, sir. No.
COL WILSON: Mr. GRIMES, when you saw this man cut the Viet-

namese' finger off, how far away were you from him? What dis-
tance approximately?

A. ' I would say about 50 feet.

Q. Pretty close then?

A, Yes, sir;

Q. Was the hand placed on a solid object and cut off
like that? How was this done?

A, Yes, sir. It was placed on an object. I don't
remember what it was. It was a solid object underneath.

Q. How much of the finger was cut off?

A. I think it was the first joint.

Q. ‘ Did you see that?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You were down there in the south?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. The one man who shot himself in the foot down there.

Do you recall that?

A. I saw a glimpse of him when they took him out.

Q. You saw the helicopter come 1in?

A. Yes, sir. I also sew the man.

Q. ' His name was what? Do you remember? CARTER?
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was this helicopter, the helicopter that came to
pick him up, near the location where you said the bodies were,
the group of bodies along the trail? Or was it in the south
of the village? Was it close to the village where the heli-
copter landed?

A. Yes, sir. It was right on the south side. I
think it was on the west side of this little trail here, on
the south side.

Q. How long was that helicopter there?

a. I think he just picked him up, picked the‘man up.
Q. Lénded, and then took off?

A. Yes.

Q. bid yéu see any other helicopters come in that day

to pick people up?

A. No, sir. I saw some flying around, but I didn't
see any. No, sir.

Q. One other question. I'm interested in the method
of contact that you had on the south. The platoon that was
moving through the south part of the village was not the 3d
Platoon, and you were off to the right of it. Did you main-
tain contact with these people, or how did you keep yourself
from moving ahead of them with firing going on?

A. | Well, actually, we were over here by--my squad,
really, was really by ourselves.

Q. There was some distance between you and the com-
pany?

A. : Yes, sir.

Q. Was there any question in your mind at any time

whether your squad would get ahead of the company, or the com-
pany would get ahead of your squad, or were you kind of float-
ing to the rear, or what?
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A. Well, sir, the rest of the company was in the vil-
lage. I say the rest of it. I don't know how many were in
there. But what we were doing, we were just roaming this south
side trying to see if anybody would come out of the village.
That was our purpose there.

MR WEST: Mr. GRIMES, can you think of anything else that
might be of help to our investigation that you could tell
us? Anything at all, we would appreciate at this time. For
example, do you know whether any member of the company was
talked to by an investigating officer? Did anybody talk to
anybody?

A. Not that I know of, sir.

Q. Can you think of anything else?

A. No, sir.

MR WEST: We Qery much appreciate your coming to see us. We

know it's been a lot of trouble due to bad weather. You've
helped us, and we are very grateful to you. 1I'll leave the
interrogation now. If you will stay with Colonel WILSON,
he'll show you some photographs and documents.

A. Okay, sir.
MR WEST: Thank you very much. The hearing will be recessed.
(The hearing recessed at 0910 hours, 10 January
1970.)
(The hearing reconvened at 0921 hours, 10 Jan-
uary 1970.) ‘

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order. COL WILSON is
present. '

I remind you that you are still under oath. I
want to proceed with further orientation, and I want to go
over--I've got a couple of photographs to show you, and I
want to go over the area in a little more detail.

_ (COL WILSON oriented the witness on additional
photography.)
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COL WILSON: I would like you to go through this book of photo-
graphs, and when you find a photograph where you recognize
either the people or the place, write the number of it down.
We'll talk about it after you go through all the photographs.
There may be some photographs I won't ask you about, since we
~already know who the people are. But we are also interested

in place locations. So anything that you remember in the
photographs, just write the number down, and we'll talk about.
it when you get through.

The hearing will be recessed.

(The hearing recessed at 0927 hours, 10 January
1970.)

(The hearing reconvened at 0943 hours, 10 Jan-
uary 1970.)

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order. COL WILSON is pre-
sent.

Mr. GRIMES, we are going to put the individual
photographs aside, and now I would like, from the beginning of
the landing, to try to trace your activities through or near
the village of My Lai (4). ©Now, you went into a landing zone.
Do you remember how far your helicopter was from the edge of
the village?

A. Approximately. About 200 meters.

Q. Do you remember this east-west tree line on the
far side of the landing zone (indicating on aerial photograph
Exhibit P-1)7?

A. I'm not positive, sir.

Q. Do you remember the direction your aircraft faced

when you landed? Maybe this would help. Do you remember which
door you came out of?

A. - I think the right-hand side.
Q. As you faced the front of the aircraft?
A, Yes, sir.
f
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Q. You got out of the right door. Were you facing
the village when you got out?

A. It was to my left, I believe.
Q. I mean, when you jumped out of the door, were you

looking at the village? Or was it on the other side of the
aircraft?

A. On the other side.

Q. So, the aircraft was facing'south?

A. I believe so, sir. I don't recall that.

Q. You say you were about 200 meters from the village.

This is going to put you about right here. Do you remember
seeing this stream? You got up by that stream, didn't you?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was there any water in it?

A, I believe so, sir.

0. How far were you from that stream, or does that

recall anything?

“A. I couldn't say, sir. I couldn't say how far.

Q. We're talking about approximations.

A. It was about halfway.

Q. (Marking on Exhibit P-1 which is later entered into

evidence with annotations as Exhibit P-154.) Point 1 is the
approximate area where Mr. GRIMES landed. What happened next?

A. When we landed here, we scattered out. And a heli-
copter called, I don't remember whom, I think it was Captain
MEDINA. He was on the outskirts of the wvillage, and then, in
turn, he called our lieutenant and said a helicopter had seen
a man with a weapon. It was out here by this stream.

Q. Let me go over this once more.
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(COL WILSON orients witness on Exhibit MAP-4.)

Q. The stream bed, you should have been able to recog-
nize it even if there wasn't water in it.

A. I think there was a little water in it, sir. I
do believe we crossed it, to where the man with the weapon
was. :

Q. You think you crossed the stream to pick up the

weapon?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Let me ask you what you did first. Did you set

up a perimeter?

A. We set up for a little while, right where we land-
ed. We got off the helicopter and squatted down for a little
while.

Q. That wasn't very long. How long do you think that
-was? _
A. About 3 or 4 minutes.

Q. Now, was yours the only squad that was sent out to

recover this weapon?
A. I believe so, sir.

Q. And did you receive instructions from your platoon
leader to go get the weapon?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. With your squad?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you think you recovered the weapon on the other

side of the stream?

A. I believe so, sir. I'm not positive where it was.
There was a hedgerow at that particular point, and he was
underneath the hedgerow. So the first time we went over there,
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we didn't find anything. So we started back, and on our way
back we received another call that a helicoptcer was going to
go by and drop a-smoke grenade. We then turned back around
and went straight to where the smoke was. And we looked"
around for a little while, and they found this man with the
weapon.

Q. You say there was a tree line?

A. A hedgerow, I believe.

Q. Do you remember a hedgerow more than you do a
stream?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. | So you really don't recall a stream. The reason

I asked this is because I believe you came to a hedgerow here,

to the south.

A. We were pretty close to the stream.

Q. So you do recall a stream, and you think that that
weapon was recovered near the stream?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Well, we'll put it down as an approximate area. Did

you say you crossed the stream?

A. I'm not too positive now .

0. .Point 2, and you did reco&er the weapon?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was it?

A. I don't recall what make it was, sir.

Q. From a dead VC.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. So point 2 (Exhibit P-154) is the area where the

weapon was recovered. All right. What happened after that?
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A. I believe that is when we came back and went into
this section of the village down here.

0. Sergeant GRIMES' route of march has been traced as
going into the village and heading south, and coming out on
the southwest corner. Did anything happen there that you
remember?

A. I remember we burned one hut up there.

Q. Point 3, one hu£ burned. Did you burn the hut,
or did your squad burn the hut?

A. I aid.

Q. Now, when you came out on the southwest side of

the village, did anything happen down there?
A. Not that I can recall, sir.

Q. So then, what did you do? Did you move all the
way down?

A. We just started roving around in this particular
area (indicating just to the south of the village).

Q. What mission did you have?

A.. To block off anything that was coming out.

Q. | Who told you to do that? |

A, i.believe our lieutenant, or, I don't remember if

it was our sergeant or our lieutenant.

Q. But you were told to go on the southern side of the
village to block the movement of VC, or civilians, or what?

A. Whatever came out.

Q. Were you supposed to send them back in, or what?
A. Send them back.

Q. Send them back into the village?
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where did you center your operations? Did you more
or less operate through the central southern part?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Point 4, general area where Mr. GRIMES was a551gn-
ed the mission of sending all personnel leaving village to the
south back into the village. How many people did you send
back?

A. I don't remember sending any back. Actually, I
don't remember seeing anyone leave the village, really.

Q. Okay, now, what happened after that? After you
did your patrolling around there, where did you go from there?
A. From here we proceeded on to this other little
hamlet.

Q. The hamlet southeast of My Lai (4)?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And what happened there?

A. Well, we saw a group of people there, and we went

over and checked them out, and checked the huts to see if we
could find anything. And I believe I called back and told
them they were women and some old men, what did they want to
do with them? They said just leave them alone, come back, and
join them, which was moving out away from My Lai (4).

Q. Were you about in the center of the village when
you did that? When you radioed back?

A. I was pretty close to the edge.

Q. You transmitted this by radio?

A. Yes.

Q. To whom did you talk?
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A. I believe it was my lieutenant, sir. I'm not too
sure.

0. Point 5. Now, where did you go [rom there?

A. I think we went on down in here and spent the

night there. I think. I don't really remember.

0. This will be far enough anyhow. What I want to
know is what were you told after making this report about the
women and children?

A. Just to go on and come back.

Q. And join the rest of the platoon?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You moved out of thé east side of the village to

do this? Is that correct?

A. I believe so, sir. Yes.

Q. You didn't go back the way you came? You didn't
go back to the south?

A. No, sir. That is about as well as I can remember,
sir.

Q. Now, let's go over these photographs.

Q. P-7 shows CARTER, Mr. GRIMES, located on the photo-
graph as indicated. Did you see P-97?

A. No, sir.

Q. Do you recognize this house in the background?

A. I think that house was around here.

Q. It was inside the village?

A. Right. On the edge, I think.
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Photo P-9 is plotted on the aerial photo. Did you

see CARTER lying down on the ground?

A.

Q.

Yes, sir.

Now, P-11 and P-12 show the helicopter. You said

you saw the helicopter come in, right?

Yes, sir.

Could you give me the location where the helicopter

I think it was in here (pointing to east side of the

north-south trail).

Q.
A.

Q.

The helicopter landed on the plowed field?
Yes.

That isn't a plowed field. That is a field with

growing rice.

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

Yes, sir.
Does that recall anything? .
No, sir.

We'll plot it where you think it was. You think

it was on the east side of the trail?

A.

Q.

I think so, sir.

About halfway down the trail. About how far from

the village? How many meters do you think it was?

A.

Q.
village.

A.

(GRIMES)

It wasn't too far from the edge of the village.

Are you talking about 20 or 40 meters from the

Maybe it was a little more than that, I believe.
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0. P-11 and photo P-12 must be the same photograph.
pid you see them loading, or was it in another direction from
you?

A. I don't recall seeing them put him in there.

Q. So P-1l1 and P-12 would probably be in the same
location. You don't recall any insignia or any identification
on the helicopter, do you?

A. No, I don't.

Q. P-13, what do you recall about that photo?

A. Well, the only one that I remember is Lieutenant.
ALAUX. .

Q. Pointing to the number one man. Who is the number

three man?

A. His interpreter.

Q. Sergeant PHU?

A. Yes, sir.

‘Q. ' Do you know where that photograph was taken?
A, No, sir.

COL WILSON: We'll take a short recess.

. {The hearing recessed at 1011 hours} 10 January
1970.)

(The hearing reconvened at 1015 hours, 10 January
1970.)

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order. COL WILSON is pre-
sent. I remind you, you are still under oath. You don't know
the location of P-13?

A. " No, sir.
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Q. P-17?

A. The only one T can recognize is Sergcant LOPEZ. 1
am pretty sure that is he.

Q. You think Sergeant LOPEZ is about the sixth man down
from the right. Do you recognize that house?

A. I don't recall it, sir.

Q. We have reason to believe that P-17 and P-13

were taken at the same place from a different angle, and at

a different time, of course. 1In P-13 everyone is sitting
~down, and in P-17 everyone is standing up. Also, we be-

lieve that this photograph was taken when the helicopter

was taking off because you can see the position of the rice
being blown. Also, we believe this photograph may have taken
when CARTER was evacuated, or it may have been taken when the
information personnel, the photographer and a man named
ROBERTS, who was a writer, left C Company and went to B Company.
They may have been with you at that time, or they may have left
you. I think they probably left you before this.

A. Yes.

Q. Do you recall seeing those individuals getting on
a helicopter?

A. No, sir.

Q. This photograph was taken by the photographer, so
unless he left with CARTER, which I don't believe happened, this
was probably taken at a different time. Does this recall any-
thing as far as location goes?

A. That trail, I believe, is this one that borders
the village to the south.

Q. That's a pretty big house there. Do you recall
seeing that house?

A. I couldn't say for sure, sir.

Q. P-257?
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A. That 1is me.
Q. What are you looking at there?
A. I don't recall. I didn't remembef until I saw

these pictures that it was actually me. I don't remember what
I was looking at. I don't even recall it.

Q. The photographer was with you at this time, because
he is the one who took the picture.

A. Yes, sir. That was, I believe, right after we came
over here and went back (pointing to 2).

Q. It looks like it was in the village. Was this in

the village?

A. That's when we came in over here, I believe (point-
ing to 3). _

0. In that general vicinity?

A. Yes, sir. That is the only place where I remember
going into the village. :

Q. Do you remember looking at those papers?

A. No, sir. To tell you the truth, I don't.

Q. You don't remember what they were?

A. I don't recall what they were, sir.

Q. I'm plotting P-25 in the general vicinity of

point 3. You don't remember turning these documents over to
anybody? ' '

A. I might have, sir, but I don't recall it.

Q. You seem pretty interested in those documents?

A. I don't know.

Q. ' Was this near the area where you burned the hut?
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A. I believe so, sir.

Q. P-14? Where was that?

A. I believe it was on this trail here, sir.

Q. Was that very close to where the helicopter landed?
A I believe it was, sir.

Q. Photo P-41 shows a group of dead bodies. Let's
look at this photograph for a minute. There seems to be rice
paddies on both sides? :

A. Yes, sir.

Q. There is a fence on one side, a barbed-wire fence.

It appears to be leaning or knocked over, possibly from the
weight of those bodies. Do you remember that?

A. No, sir.

Q. How close did you get to these people?

A. I don't remember how close I was, sir.

Q. You don't remember anything about that?

A. No, sir.

Q. P-60?

A. That's myself.

Q. Where was that house, do you know?

A. I believe it was in the general vicinity of point 3.
Q. Near the place where you were reading the papers?
A. I believe so. As far as I can remember that is the

only place that I went into the village.
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Q. Did the photographer who went with you into the
village ever leave you to go anywhere?

A. Did he do what now?

Q. Did he go off by himself?

A. Well, he left us after we went in the wvillage. I

don't know where he went to.

Q. Let me point something out to you. In accordance
with the sequence that he took these photographs, I think one
of the first photographs that he took was you, when you were
reading those papers. And he took a photograph of Sergeant
LOPEZ and somebody whom we haven't identified. He took another
photograph of a burning hut, and then he took a photograph of
some bodies burning in the courtyard of a house. Do you
remember seeing  that?

A. No, sir.

Q. He should have still been with you. Then he took
a photograph of another man setting fire to a house. We be-
lieve that photograph is DUSTIN. Do you know DUSTIN? Do you
know him?

A. I believe so, sir.

Q. Was he in the 3d Platoon?

A. I think he was, sir.

Q. But he wasn't in your squad?

A. I don't believe so, sir.

Q. It appears from the sequence of those photographs

that the photographer must have left at least your people,

your squad, sometime after taking the photograph of you with
those papers. Although he could have been with the platoon.
Because, after that, he took a photograph of the platoon
sergeant, and then the next photograph of anything that we can
recognize is DUSTIN. And the next one is a series of photographs
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concerning CARTER's evacuation. Let's see if we can fix a
time. When CARTER was wounded, the log says it was 1020,
and the time he was evacuated, the log says 1030. Does this
seem about the right time to you, remembering the helicopter
coming in?

A. I couldn't say what time it was. I don't remember.

Q. Do you remember where you stopped to eat that day?
Where you had chow?

(Witness shakes head in negative.)

Q. You don't remember this house in photo P-60? You
don't remember where it was?

A. No, sir.

Q. But you think it was on the north.side of the
village?

A. I believe so, sir.

Q. Do you believe it was up there by point 3? You

said you burned a hut up there. Is this what you are talking
about?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. If I recall correctly, did you say your platoon was
instructed to burn these huts?

A. Yes, sir.

(Exhibit P-60 was marked at point 3 as GRIMES
burning the hut.)

Q. P-69 identified as DELPOME. Where was this taken?

A. I think that was in the same area. It was right
after I burned one.

Q. Here is another series of photographs which shows
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P-60, which is the one where you were burning the hut. It was
taken just before the photograph of DELPOME burning the hut.
Was that very close to you, or do you know? Did you see this?

A. I don't recall, sir. But I think it was pretty
close, because DELPOME was in my squad.

Q. Do you think it was at the same time?

A. I believe sb, sir.

Q. I was trying to think back. It seemed to me you

said that the 3d Platoon was on that side with the mission
of burning the huts?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did Mr. WEST ask you that guestion?

A. I don't believe so, sir.

Q. But the platoon was assigned a mission to burn

these huts?

A. I think the rest of our platoon was in the village,
sir. I'm not too sure.

Q. Were you assigned the mission, as the squad leader,
to burn the huts?

A. When we were at that particular point, yes.

Q. You think photo P-69 is close to where you burned
the hut?

A, I believe so, sir.

Q. We will put it in a general vicinity (of point 3).

Photo P-69, DELPOME burning a hut. The witness identified P-70,
which is a positive of the negative roll, specifically, photo 27¢
in the sequence of photographs which is shown on the exhibit

as missing. But he identifies the individuals in the photo-
graph as himself, DELPOME, and the platoon leader. Where was
that photograph taken?
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A. It was in this area right here (indicating around 1),
looking for that VC with a rifle.

Q. This was when you were going out to look for the VC.
The platoon leader was that close to you?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he with you when you went out to loock for the
vC?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. He got the weapon, didn't he?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. But it wasn't the whole platoon, just your squad

that went out there?

A. Yes, sir. I don't know where the other two squads
were. Whether they stayed where we landed, or they went straight
into the village. I don't recall. :

Q. Photo P-70, indicated at point 2 on the aerial photo.
Photo P-63 was taken right at the same time, or in the same se-
guence, that photo 70 was taken. You don't recognize that, do
you?

A. I don't remember.

Q. It looks like the second man in the right of that
photo is carrying a PRC-25. Does that look like a radio on
his back to you?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You saw this photo. This is the same one I
‘showed you.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Anything in particular you want to say about that
one? '

. (GRIMES) 38 APP T-125

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. No, sir.

Q. P-126. Could ydu name the people off from right
to left?

A. That is myself (GRIMES on the right. The second
man is unknown.), Sergeant SMAIL (third man.), SMITH--

Q. (Interposing) Which SMITH?

A. R. D. SMITH, or something like that (fourth man).
Q. Where was that bhoto taken?

A. I believe that was where we were going to bed down.
Q. The first night?

A. I don't remember.

Q. You don't remember that location?

A. No, sir.

Q. Anything else that you recall?

A. No, sir.

COL WILSON: I want to remind you that you shouldn't discuss
this testimony, and that this investigation would have no ef-
fect on any testimony that you may make at a court-martial, or
before a congressional committee. It does not restrict you
from providing testimony to an administrative, legislative, or
judicial body which may also be interested in this case.

Have you got any questions? What we are trying to say is you
shouldn't discuss it with people who will be witnesses in this
case, and such as that.

A. Yes, sir.

COL WILSON: And if you have nothing further, we'll terminate
the interview.

A. No, sir, I don't.
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COL WILSON: I appreciate your coming.

Aerial photograph annotated by Mr.. GRIMES was
entered into the record as Exhibit P-154.

The hearing will be'receséed.

(The hearing recessed at 1130 hours, 10 January
1970.) ,
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: LACROSS, Jeffery U.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 10 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 3d Platoon Leader,
c/1/20.

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION.

The witness joined the 1llth Brigade in Hawaii in
October 1967 (pg. 50). His original assignment was as
a liaison officer, but he worked as the executive officer
of Headquarters Company (pg. 50). Upon arrival in Vietnam
he was supposed to start as liaison of S3, but he remained
as executive officer for a number of weeks until he was
sent to the field to replace a lieutenant from C/1/20,
Task Force Barker (pg. 50). He joined the company on 26 or
27 February as the 34 Platoon Leader, C/1/20 (pg. 3). He
thought that Sergeant LOPEZ was his platoon sergeant (pg. 5).
He had not been on any operations with the company prior to
16 March 1968, but had conducted short patrols (pg. 5). He
stated that on 16 March he had three squads in the platoon,
consisting of between 32 and 35 men, counting his headquarters
group (pg. 13).

2. PRIOR TRAINING IN RULES OF LAND WARFARE.

The witness recalled reading Rule 1 as it is on
Exhibit M-2, "Nine Rules", but did not recall if he read

it from the card or not (pg. 69). Exhibit M-3, "Enemy in
Your Hands" and Exhibit M-4, "Guidance for Commander", were
not remembered by the witness (pg. 70). The witness stated

that he knew the Geneva Conventions required a report of

an atrocity, but felt that he had never heard in a command
"informatim briefing that he was to go over the head of his
commander to report it and felt that none of his men would
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have known that they should go out of channels to report
this kind of an incident (pg. 49). When the brigade
arrived in Vietnam, they went through an indoctrination
period of approximately one week, in which they practiced
combat assaults, local patrols, and how to set up a bunker
(pg. 50). He never attended a meeting pertaining to the
Geneva Conventions (pg. 50). The 4th Division officers
gave them some indoctrination (pg. 50), but he did not re-
call the division commander or the judge advocate giving

a lecture on the Geneva Conventions (pg. 51).

3. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

a. Captain MEDINA's briefing to the company.

MEDINA assembled the whole company at approximately
1700 hours on 15 March 1968 (pg. 5). MEDINA described to
the men what had happened in the company during the past
month, including the loss of 11 men in a minefield and the
death of Sergeant COX and the wounding of four men two days
prior to the meeting (pg. 6). MEDINA reminded them they
had tried to get into the area before and had not succeeded.
He told them that the people were supplying the VC, or were

"forced labor for the VC" (pgs. 6, 12). The witness did not
recall any mention of civilians leaving for the market or
that they would all be VC (pg. 12). The witness did not

recall MEDINA saying anything particular about the 48th

VC Battalion although they were in that area (pg. 6).

They normally would take enough C-rations to last them three
to four days (pg. 10). MEDINA told them they would have
gunship cover. The witness stated the impression could have
been made that they were going to get revenge (pg. 12).

b. MEDINA's briefing for the platoon leaders.

Later in the evening, MEDINA held a platoon
leader briefing in his tent (pg. 5). The witness was
accompanied to this meeting by Sergeant LOPEZ (pg. 5).
At this meeting, the other officers described to the witness
how a 1lift worked, how many men were on a 1lift, and what
the loads were for each ship (pg. 7). Then the company was
broken down as to which 1lift it would go on. Some members
of the witness' platoon were to go in on the second 1lift,
and when he landed on the third lift they would rejoin him
(pg. 7). MEDINA pointed out the spot on the map, told them
the time they would be leaving, and described the general
direction they would be moving towards. He told them to be
sure to have "plenty of ammunition" as well as their flak
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jackets (pg. 7). They were told they were going to search
and "probably burn a lot" (pg. 8). The order was given to
destroy livestock, but the witness did not remember any
mention of the crops (pg. 8). They were told that the
villagers were to be gathered together and brought back

to MEDINA who had an interpreter and could interrogate

them (pg. 8). The witness did not have the impression

that they would see many civilians, because he thought they
would leave the area when the trouble started (pg. 8).

c. Memorial service.

The witness attended a Catholic memorial service
on 15 March, along with Captain MEDINA and approximately
20 men from the company (pgs. 8, 9). The witness thought
the service was conducted for Sergeant COX and the men who
had been hurt the day before (pg. 9). He also recalled
another service held in a monastery nearby, but was con-
fused as to whom it was held for (pg. 9). The witness
did not recall the name of the chaplain who conducted
the service (pg. 10).

d. Expectations of the witness and his men.

The witness stated that he had expected a great
deal of activity in the area with a probability of casualties
in the company (pg. 9). The men were apprehensive, as
they always were before combat assault (pg. 9). He did not
feel it was reasonable to think that everyone in the area
would be an enemy, but stated that because the men in the
unit were closer than he was to the people who had been
killed in the previous two weeks, he felt that they could
have been more "psyched up" than he was (pg. 12).

4. ASSAULT ON MY LAI.

a. The helicopter landings.

The witness located the landing of the helicopter
on Exhibit P-157 (pgs. 16, 73). It was approximately 75
meters from the wood line to the west of the village
(pgs. 15, 73). The witness was on the last lift, and some
of his men were already securing the LZ when he arrived
(pg. 16). Initially he ran in the wrong direction and was
told by MEDINA to fill in a certain empty side of the LZ.
The command group was not part of their initial perimeter
securing the LZ, as it was located closer to the village
(pg. 20). His initial perimeter was a circular one
approximately 75 meters from the edge of the village (pg.13).
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He could hear firing in the village while they secured

the LZ (pg. 16). He was then contacted by MEDINA on the
radio and told that a helicopter pilot had popped smoke,
marking the location of a weapon, and they were to go pick
it w. He picked GRIMES, DELPOME, MACDONALD, TERRY, and
DOHERTY and moved with them towards the area where the
smoke was. Initially they did not find the weapon and he
contacted MEDINA to tell him they were going to return to
their initial position. MEDINA told him to keep looking
until they found the weapon (pg. 16). TERRY found the
weapon which the witness thought was an M-1 (pg.l16). After
recovering the weapon, they contacted MEDINA who told them
to return to their initial position (pg. 22). 1In response
to a question the witness stated that he did not see any
bodies while down in the area along the road or in

ditches (pg. 23).

b. Initial movement into the village.

When they returned to the rest of the platoon, the
witness recalled seeing some movement to the west and
hearing some fire (pg. 23). He stated that they stopped
firing because they could not see the individual any longer
(pg.23). He began moving through the wvillage with his left
flank on the outer edge (pg. 17). He could not see his
entire platoon so he did not know how spread out they were
(pg. 24). He said they were supposed to move abreast, but
would usually go down the trails (pg. 25). The witness
stated that he walked along the edge of the village and
recalled receiving a message from MEDINA to collect the men,
women, and children and to burn the hootches (pg. 17). He
told everyone in his unit the orders and kept moving into
the area. The bamboo burning would cause popping, which they
thought was fire (pg. 17). There the witness saw seven
or eight bodies on a trail near the edge of the village.

The witness felt that MEDINA and the command group were be-
hind him and that in front of him were the 1lst and 24 platoons
(pgs. 23,24). His platoon was to be the clean-up platoon,
covering the entire village (pg. 24).

c. His encounter with MEDINA.

Upon moving through the village, he noticed a group
of approximately 18 men, with white hats on, moving at a
"choggie-trot" through the rice (pg. 17). The witness and
his RTO took a main trail through the village, seeing 10 or
12 bodies lying along the trail, and worked back towards
MEDINA where he reported the movement of the men (pg. 17).
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MEDINA stated that he would call Lieutenant BROOKS to warn
him in case they came w behind him (pg. 17). MEDINA told
him to go back over to his side of the village (pg. 19).

He stated as they proceeded through the village they re-
ceived messages to slow down and do a full search (pgs. 19,
31). There was a machinegunner and two assistants with the
witness in addition to the RTO (pg. 25). The other people
in the unit were burning the hootches and searching (pg.26).
He did not see any civilians being shot or injured by any
people in his platoon. As for livestock, he saw his RTO shoot
at chickens and miss, and he saw dead water buffalo and some
pigs. The witness indicated that through the village he saw
35 to 40 bodies (pgs. 26,65). Approximately six to nine
bodies were seen on the main trail coming in from the south
(pg. 26). He felt that he saw MEDINA at this point and told
him about the bodies he had seen (pg. 27). He felt MEDINA
was behind him going into the village, but in any event
stated that once inside the village he was near MEDINA

(pgs. 27, 28), and felt MEDINA could see what was going on
in the village (pg. 27). Towards the end of the village he
encountered a group of 20 to 25 women and children, with two
or three of his men standing guard on them (pg. 20).

He called MEDINA and asked what should be done with them.
MEDINA told him to hold them there, so he left his three men
to watch them. When MEDINA came through, he walked by

them. The witness did not know if MEDINA guestioned them
or not (pg. 20). He did not recall the names of the people
he left to guard the women and children (pg. 33). Sometime
while passing through the village he received an order to
stop burning hoetches. He felt that this was near the end
of the village (pg. 19). He recalled that GRIMES and
MACDONALD picked up two military-age males, who they kept
with them through their later movements (pgs. 19, 33).

d. Bodies 1in the ditch.

At the end of the village they received word to
sit down (pg. 19). While doing that DOHERTY told him to
look into a ditch, where he saw six to eight bodies
(pg. 19). He heard talk indicating that there were more
bodies down in the ditch, but he did not question it (pg.27).

e. MEDINA's meeting in My Lai.
Shortly after seeing the bodies the witness re-
ceived a call from MEDINA for all the platoon leaders to meet

with him. He recalled seeing Lieutenant CALLEY walking near the
top of a ditch, northeast of where the witness was, and he
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signaled to him to have him return for the meeting (pg. 30).
The witness did not recall mentioning anything about the
bodies to MEDINA but stated that MEDINA saw everything that

he had seen (pg. 48). During the meeting MEDINA asked about
the weapons captured and told them they would move towards
My Lai (5) (pg. 19). He met MEDINA in the area of CARTER's

wait for the medevac (pg. 25).

f. My Lai (5).

The witness stated that at approximately 1400 hours
they left My Lai (4) to go to My Lai (5) (pg. 20). They did
not see anybody there except a woman and some children
(pg. 20). They did not stop, but moved right through to the
laager area which was on the river edge (pg. 20).

g. Presence of the photographers.

The morning of 16 March, the witness was told to
make room on the last 1lift for a photographer and a
reporter (pg. 21). Upon landing they left and joined the
CO. He did not recall them accompanying him to the southern
edge of the village to look for the weapon, although he did
see a photograph of GRIMES, MACDONALD, and DELPOME walking
across a field (pg. 21). He felt the picture was taken at
the time they were searching for the weapon (pg. 21). He
was not present when they left the area, which he assumed
was during the afternooon when they received supplies (pg. 57).

h. His knowledge of helicopter landing during the
operation.

The witness stated that someone mentioned seeing a
helicopter land on top of Hill 85 and pick up a mortar tube.
The witness saw a UH-13 hovering on top of the hill but he
did not know if the pilot got out and picked something up
(pgs. 19, 29). He did not see a helicopter land any other
time (pgs. 29, 36). He stated that during the morning they
had continual helicopter coverage and he heard some small
arms fire but did not recall any rockets being fired
(pg. 36). '

i. The witness' recollection of Captain KOTOUC.

The witness stated that in the area where they
laagered he saw KOTOUC (pg. 34). This was the only officer
from brigade or division that he saw visit (pg. 34). He saw
three or four National Police in the area, but did not know how
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they arrived (pg. 39). He saw KOTOUC interrogating a prisoner
and thought that KOTOUC was beating the prisoner with a
rifle butt on the hand or ear (pg. 39). He stated that

he went over to the area and askéed MEDINA, who was 20 feet
from where KOTOUC was beating the man's hand, what should be
done with the captured weapon. MEDINA told him to tag it,
and he turned and left the area (pg. 40). He did not recall
seeing a big knife but felt that the prisoner's finger or

ear was partially off (pg. 41). He stated he also saw a

dead man in a trench but did not know if the man was

executed or not (pg. 41). He did not think that the man that
they had captured was killed because KOTOUC had indicated that
the prisoner had been questioned extensively and that they
had gained much information from him (pg. 42).

j. His recollection of the laager area.

The witness agreed that they "married" with Bravo
Company on the western side of the rim at the laager area
(pg. 38). He stated that he knew who Captain MICHLES was,
but did not recall seeing him at the laager site (pg. 38).
His platoon had the "eight to twelve o'clock position" on
the side of the laager area near the river (pg. 39). During
the evening they heard movement to their northwest but did
not put any fire into the area (pg. 59). He did not recall
any helicopters coming in until the next morning, and
stated he did not know who they took out at that time
(pg. 59). It is possible that KOTOUC stayed the night, which
he felt was unusual for a staff officer (pg. 59).

k. Compilation of the body count.

While in the laager area MEDINA assembled the
platoon leaders and discussed the body count (pg. 42). This
occurred inside the CP area when MEDINA also asked for men
from each platoon to help unload the helicopters coming in
with supplies (pg. 43). The witness stated that BROOKS gave
a number, CALLEY gave a number, and that he gave the number
"six", which was not, in fact, what he had seen (pg. 43).
He stated he gave the number because "he did not want to say
nothing” and he felt that "someone must have killed somebody
that day" so he said "six" (pg. 43). It was not an estimate,
but was a guess (pg. 43). The witness stated he suspected
that with a count of 128, there were dead civilians in-
cluded (pg. 44). He did not hear anything about making a re-
sweep through the village to count bodies (pg. 44). He
stated that although he heard about the 128 figure in the news-
paper, he thought that he remembered it from that day (pg.
45). He was not sure if that was the total body count for
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both Charlie Company and Bravo Company. He only recalled
that the number 128 was mentioned (pg. 45).-

l. Later activity of the unit.

The witness stated that on 17 March, they had burned
a lot of hootches but had encountered no people in the area
of My Khe (3) (pg. 60). CALLEY was wounded at the base of
Hill 85 and MEADLO lost his foot (pg. 60). He stated that
CALLEY was wounded and bleeding, because CALLEY's face
was covered with dried blood, but he did not think it was
a serious wound (pg. 60). They were then south of My Khe (1)
and he stated he left the area (pg. 60).

m. His interview at division headquarters.

- The witness was lifted out of the AO on 17 March,
and taken to Chu Lai for an interview for the position of
general's aide (pg. 61). He stated that he got to division
at approximately 1400 hours, went into an office where there
was a lieutenant at a desk, and a major who was an aide, and
who seemed to be conducting the interviews. He then went in
and talked with a full colonel who he thinks was Colonel
YOUNG (pgs. 61, 62). The colonel to whom he spoke knew he
had been with C/1/20 and knew that the witness had just
come from the Pinkville area, as the witness had explained
to him this was why he did not have the proper clothes for
an interview (pgs. 62, 63). The witness did not return to
his unit because Major CALHOUN tcld him they were coming back
from the field. He met them at the LZ when the choppers
landed (pg. 65).

n. His impressions of the accurrences at My Lai (4).

The witness stated that he was shocked at the
number of dead women, children, and old men (pg. 29). He
spoke with Sergeant LOPEZ on the evening of 16 March, and
asked him if people were getting killed in this manner all
of the time (pg. 30). LOPEZ told him that they were not
(pg. 30). The witness had told LOPEZ that if it happened one
more time it "would be all I could take." He stated that
there were too many people dead, a lot of whom were non-
combatants (pg. 30). He recalled that when he and his RTO
came upon the bodies in the village, they looked at each
other but did not say anything. He wondered if the medics
should help the wounded people, but a medic walked by and
said there was, "Nothing that could be done for that one"
(pg. 46). The people in the ditch upset him in that he
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could not understand how they were killed. He stated he
was irritated because he could not communicate with his
people, he could not see what was going on, and was shocked
by the number of dead people (pg. 46). He also stated

that MEDINA appeared to be nervous as they were going
through the village (pg. 46). He stated that he was not
sure that his company did it, although they went through the
area, because he did not see it (pg. 64). He also pointed
out that the men could have been aggressors out of resent-
ment for the 16 men in the unit who had been wounded or
killed in the area (pg. 64).

5. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT.

The witness stated that he felt it was an atrocity,
but did not report it to MEDINA because MEDINA was"the
boss" and was present in the area. He stated MICHLES and
KOTOUC were also in the area,and he did not know that you
were supposed to "balk the channels" (pg. 49). He stated he
met the unit when they returned to LZ Dottie, but did not re-
call anybody talking to them as they came in (pg. 66). He
was never interviewed by anyone, never told to keep quiet
about the incident, and never heard about an investigation
(pg. 60). He did not know of anyone in the unit being
questioned (pg. 62). He was not told by MEDINA not to dis-
cuss it (pg. 67), and felt that MEDINA would allow them to
tell exactly what happened if they were questioned (pg. 68).

6. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. The witness was not contacted by anyone prior to his
appearance before the board other than the CID, and a friend
who was told that it could not be discussed (pg. 4).

b. The witness stated that he had a group in his
platoon that drank heavily and that he had to awaken them
the morning of the operation (pg. 13). He suspected members
of his platoon were using marijuana because he recalled a
few instances where people were acting drunk without having
had anything to drink. He felt they were getting high on
Darvon 65's (pg. 14). He inspected the platoon that morning
before leaving and did not see anyone who could not
function (pg. 14). He did not feel that anyone was "souped

up" (pg. 15).

c. The witness had not heard of a village by the name
of Co Luy and did not actually know the next day's operations
because he had been picked up to go to the interview at Chu
Lai (pg. 59).
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d. The witness mentioned that at the platoon leader's
briefing MEDINA told CALLEY to go and get a .50 calibre
machine barrel and described it to CALLEY saying that
CALLEY "wouldn't know what it looked like" if MEDINA did not

describe it (pg. 7). He felt this was done in fun. He did
not think CALLEY was persecuted by MEDINA, "anymore than
anybody else" (pg. 63). He stated CALLEY took a joke very

well and that generally MEDINA would jest about CALLEY in
front of the cher officers, but not in front of the
enlisted men (pg. 63).

e. The witness reported a conversation with CALLEY
in Vietnam about what it would be like when they returned
home. CALLEY said to him, "What if some day we would be
back in the States and you would have to tell your wife and
kids that you can't be home this weekend because you've got
to go for the war trials" (pgs. 63, 64).

f. The witness identified numerous photos and marked
the location of various events on Exhibit P-157 (See Exhibit
list infra).
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EXHIBITS

EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
' IWit remembered .
M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" reading rule #l1. 69
MACV Card "Enemy 1in Your
M-3 Hands" Wit did not recall. 70
_ MACV Card "Guidance for _
M-4 Commander" Wit did not recall., 70
Aerial photo of My Lai Used to orient the
P-1 (4) witness. 15
v Witness identified
P-3 Miscellaneous Scene Sergeant PHU. 71
Wit i1dentified SP5
P-4 Miscellaneous Scene CAPEZZA, the medicd 71
Identified FLYNN
P-6 Miscellaneous Scene in right corner. - 71
- Wit identified
P-7 - Miscellaneous Scene CARTER and the
: battalion medic.

55

: Wit 1dentified
P-8 Miscellaneous Scene MEDINA on the
radio and MURRAY
to his left, an

engineer to
MURRAY's left, the
head medic, and
BERNHARDT. - 55
WIDMER on the ,
P-9 Miscellaneous Scene right, CARTER in
the center, and
MAURO on the left. 71
Wit identified
P-10 Miscellaneous Scene BERNHARDT. . 55,71
The laager area,
P-12 Miscellaneous Scene GRIMES on the

- right, SMAIL Iin
the middle, and
R.D. SMITH.

58 °
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
‘ [Wit identified
P-13 Miscellaneous Scene ALAUX, MARONEY,
' PHU and FLYNN, 55,56,
near P-10 locationd 72,77
Wit identified
P-14 Miscellaneous Scene DELPOME. 53
Wit identified
P-17 Miscellaneous Scene MARONEY and FLYNN
on a trail. Also
in P-10 and P-13. 56,77
Wit identified
P-25 Miscellaneous Scene GRIMES. 52
Wit 1dentified as
P-26 Miscellaneous Scene LZ Dottie. 1 51
j Wit said 1t could
P-30 Miscellaneous Scene be DELPOME. 52
' Wit Iocated the
P~-31 Miscellaneous Scene site. 77
Wit identitfied
P-36 Miscellaneous Scene CARTER and the
battalion medic.
55
P-38 Miscellaneous Scene Identified CARTER.| 53
: Identified as the
P-41 Miscellaneous Scene same group as in
P-12. A trail.
: 54
. Used to orient the
P-45 "Miscellaneous Scene witness. 70
Witness 1dentified]
P-56 Miscellaneous Scenes LOPEZ. 52
and :
pP-24
P-58 Miscellaneous Scene Identified BROOKS. 57
Wit identifried
P-60 Miscellaneous Scene GRIMES. ' 53 °
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EXHIBITS

TADL ATDTMTAT

SUM APP T-129

TTC'T /AAN\TIT v

EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
|Wit identified as
P=62 Miscellaneous Scene "the chief", Frank
WILLIAMS.
53,72
Wit identified as
P-63 Miscellaneous Scene possibly GRIMES. 52
Wit identified G.A.
P-64 Miscellaneous Scene SMITH leading the
line, then DELPOME
and MACDONALD. 52
Wit 1dentified PHU
P-66 Miscellaneous Scene MURRAY and MAC-
DONALD or MITCHELL
also the old ° .
Vietnamese man who
was questioned. 54
P~-67 Miscellaneous Scene Identified PHU. 54
P-69 Miscellaneous Scene Identified DUSTIN.| 53
it identified as
P-75 Miscellaneous Scene a ROK outpost. 78
Wit 1dentified
P-95 Miscellaneous Scene Hill 85. 78
Wit identified as
P-109 Miscellaneous Scene the location of
the platoon meet-
ing. 78
: . Wit 1dentified as
P-126 Miscellaneous Scene the laager area. 79
Wit 1dentified
P-128 Miscellaneous Scene SMAIL and MAC-
- DONALD.
: 57,58
Wit did ot re-
P-147 Miscellaneous Scenes cognize any of
thru Ehé National
P-150 Police. 72 °
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EXHIBITS

EXHIBIT :
NUMBER DESCRIPTION

NOT=ES

PAGES

pP-157 Aerial photo of My Lai (4)

Wit marked the LZ

location. Wit

marked where he
spoke with MEDINA.

16,18

Marked the fol:
1-LACROSS' heli-

copter.

73

2-3d Platoon

perimeter.

73

'3-Smoke signal.

1 74

4-Where TERRY re-

covered an M-1.

74

5-Where wit was

ordered into the
village.

74

6-Where the

platoon CP stopped

.75

7-Where he changed

direction.

75

8-Where he saw the|

Vietnamese group
running.

75

9-Where wit saw

s1x to eignt
bodies.

75
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EXHIBITS

EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES

P-157 Aerial photo of My Lai (4) 10-Place CARTER was
(cont) ' wounded.

75

ll-Where wit con-
tacted MEDINA about
the Vietnamese men4 75

12-Where wit .
observed 10 to 12
bodies. 75

13-Where wit saw a
dead woman and
boy. 75

l4-Where wit saw
the group of
people under guard|, 75

15-Where wit saw
the bodies in the
ditch. 75

16-Where the
PIatoon leaders

met. _ 75
P-158 pPerial photo of My Lai (4)|] Shown to witness. 70
-
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(The hearing reconvened at 1148 hours, 10 January

1970.)
I0: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following named persons are present: LTG

PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, COL
WILSON, LTC MAHAFFEY, and MAJ LYNN.

Sir the next witness is Mr. JEFFREY U. LACROSS.

(MR LACROSS was called as a witness, was sworn,
~and testified as follows:)

Mr. LACROSS, for the record will you please state
your full name, occupation and residence?

A. Jeffrey Urban LACROSS, Lake Leelanau, Michigan,
I'm a student at Ferris State College.

RCDR: Thank you.

IO: Before we begin any questioning, Mr. LACROSS,

I'll have Colonel MILLER from the Office of the Judge Advo-
cate General advise you concerning certain matters.

COL MILLER: Mr. LACROSS, the investigation now being con-
ducted was directed jointly by the Secretary of the Army,
and the Chief of Staff of the Army for the purpose of deter-
mining facts and making findings and recommendations con-
cerning two major areas:

(1) the adequacy of prior investigations and
1nqu1r1es into, and the subsequent reports and reviews with-
in the chain of military command of what we now commonly re-
fer to as the My Lai incident of 16 March 1968, and

(2) the possible suppression or withholding of
information by any person who had a duty to report such in-
formation.

It is not our primary purpose to investigate
everything that happened at My Lai in March 1968, although
we do get into quite a bit of it. We have had made available
te us and we have reviewed prior official statements made
by witnesses in other official investigations of the My Lai
1nc1dent Among other, we have the information which you
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gave the CID at a prior time, and we have reviewed your state-
ment.

Your testimony today will be under oath. A ver-
batim reccord is being preparced. In addition to the verbatim
record being taken by the recporter, we are also making a tape
recording.

The general classification of our report is con-
fidential. However, there is a possibility that some or all
of the testimony given may at a later time become a matter
of public knowledge. We request that you not discuss the
testimony that you give in this hearing with others, includ-
ing other witnesses for this investigation, except as you
may be required to do so before a competent judicial, legis-
lative or administrative body. An example of a judicial body
is a court-martial. I note that you are under the order
issued by the military judge in the court-martial case of
the United States v. Calley. Your appearance and testimony
here in no way affects the order or the applicability of that
order. Furthermore, your testimony here is permissible with-
in the limits of that order. By appearing here, you are not
in violation of that order.

You are not at this time suspected of any offense
for which you may be tried, but I would like to advise you
anyway concerning your rights. First of all, you need not
make any incriminatory statements. You could refuse to an-
swer any such guestions if you thought your answer would in
any way incriminate you. If you feel that you would like to
be represented by counsel, you are entitled to have counsel
with you. By counsel, I mean a qualified lawyer. This could
be civilian counsel of your choice employed by you at your
expense. Or, if you feel it necessary, we would provide
you with a military counsel at no expense to you. You could
have both if you wish. Do you understand what I have told

you so far?

A. " Yes sir.

Q. Do you wish to employ or be represented by civi-
lian counsel, or have military counsel be made available to
you?

A. No, I don't.
Q. If you should at any time, you may certainly do so.
(LACROSS) 2 APP T-129
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I0: I might add to that, Mr. LACROSS. I at any time
we feel that we arec getting into an arca which we feel may
prejudice your position, we'll so advisc you.

A. All right.

Q. I would like to state that besides myself we have
other people sitting at the table here this mornlng who may
address questions to you. On my immediate left is Mr.
MACCRATE. Mr. MACCRATE is a civilian lawyer who has volun-
teered his services to the Secretary of the Army to assist

me in the conduct of this investigation and also to serve as
a legal counsel to me. On my right is Mr. WEST, an assistant
general counsel to the Department of the Army. You have al-
ready heard from Colonel MILLER from the Office of the Judge
Advocate General. On his right is Colonel FRANKLIN who

comes from the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Oper-
ations. Colonel WILSON who is in the Office of The Inspector
General, and Lieutenant Colonel MAHAFFEY. These individuals
have been designated as assistants to me and they may also
address questions. However, in the final analysis, making
the report and the findings of this investigation will be my

_responsibility.

Mr. LACROSS, would you tell us what your duty
assignment was on the 16th of March 1968.

A, Right. I had been assigned as 3d Platoon leader,
c/1/20. '

Q. How long had you been in that capacity?

A, I joined the company on 26 or 27 February.

Q. February? - So you had about, roughly, 3 weeks
with the platoon before that time?

A. Yes.

Q. How much longer did you stay with the platoon and

with the company.?
A. Well, I had 3d Platoon all the time I was with
the company. And, I stayed--I'm not sure--I think it was

around the early part of July or the last part of June I
had malaria and hepatitis and I was sent to the hospital for
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a period of 6 weeks. Then I went back to the company and I
stayed with them the rest of my time. Except, when I re-
turned from the hospital, I was in the field for a month,
and that would take it to sometime in August, and then the
CO made me executive officer. So I was in the rear until

1 December, when I left country.

Q. Mr. LACROSS, after the My Lai incident became a .
matter of public knowledge through the newspapers, television,
and radio, which took place in the later part of September
or early October, have you talked to anybody about this with
the exception of during the course of investigations?

A. I had one man, who was with me later on who was
at the My Lai incident, who called me immediately when he
saw the pictures in the paper and said, "What's this?" I

told him I couldn't talk about it. He was an FO I had after
My Lai. He joined me in the summer. And, of course, every-
body asks you about it.

Q. Well, I'm referring only to people that may have
been a member of your platoon, a member of the company, or
possibly a member of the Americal Division?

A. No. The only contacts I had in the military were
people who were connected with the CID, and then the corres-
pondance that I received. You've got a copy of the letter

I sent back.

Q. I would like to tell you before we get on with
out guestioning that we have talked to a lot of witnesses
from Charlie Company, from the 1st, 24, and 3d Platoons.

So, we have a pretty good idea about what transpired. We've
got some gaps, and you could be extremely helpful to us to
help fill in these gaps, particularly with respect to the

3d Platoon. :

Now when did you first hear of the planned oper-
ation against Son My village?

A. I think it would be the afternoon before when we
were told that we would be going out. Of course, the first
thing everybody wanted to know was where we were going, and
where I heard it I don't know. That was the first time I
heard about Pinkville, other than as a reference to Pink-
ville, and that we were going there. I heard it referred
to previously from the other men in talking about what the
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company was then doing and that they had tried to get in
there before. I guess it would be in the afternoon before.

It might have been a little earlier in the day.

Q. Had you accompanied Charlie Company on apy‘opera—
tions previously in the Son My, or My Lai, or Pinkville area?

A. All we had done is we had come in, I Jjoined the
company, and the next day we moved into the fire base. That
was Dottie. We conducted daily patrols out there, and, those
were just short patrols, 6,000 or 7,000 meters.

Q. Who issued the instructions to you for the opera-
tion?

A. Captain MEDINA.

Q. Whom did he have assembled when he issued the
instructions? ‘

A. At first, it was the whole company, in the after-

noon. I guess it was before chow, around 1700, and then a-
gain he called all the officers into the tent later on in

the evening for a more detailed description of what was sup-
posed to take place. And I believe sergeant--I always thought
Sergeant LOPEZ was my platoon sergeant until I started read-
ing in the paper. I think he was my platoon sergeant at the
time because he was there when I joined them. Okay, so he
came along with me because I didn't know anything about a

CA or anything, and he was to help fill me in.

Q. All right. Now tell me about the first briefing
to all the men in the company. What do you remember from
that one?

A. Okay. Captain MEDINA called us all in and asked
us to have everyone except for a minimum amount of people
down in the area. We had to leave somebody on the bunker.

I can't remember word for word, but I'll try to give you the
gist of it.

Q. Well, now I'm just asking for your recollection.
1+ know I'm trying to take you back 2 years. Since this

has become a matter of public knowledge, so to speak, you
probably have many times tried to reconstruct this, but,

i
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it is very difficult to try to go back that length of time.
I know that, so this is the reason why in many cases you are
just going to have to give your impression.

A, All rlght He described what had been happenlng
in the company in the past month. The most important thing
at the time was that we had lost 11 men in the minefield.
That was the day before I joined the company. And then the
next thing was Sergeant COX and the other four men who were
wounded just 1 or 2 days previous. It may have been

4 or 5. I was with Sergeant COX and the other men

when the mine went off, and I was the only one that didn't
get dusted-off. So, I understood what he was talking about,
and that we had taken a lot of casualties, and we hadn't
had a chance to--you don't want to say "get back at them"--
we hadn't had a chance for any action. Naturally, when the
men are shot at they want to shoot back, but if they can't
see anybody to shoot back at it's aggravating. .Then the
thing that I remember has him telling the company that we
had tried to get into the area before and hadn't succeeded.
He also said that we would be going there the next day, and
we would try and get in. I believe he said that either
these people are supplying the VC or that they are forced
labor for the VC and NVA, and that the VC had complete run
of the area. The American forces or South Vietnamese forces
hadn't been able to hurt them at all.

Q. Did he give you any indication what enemy you
might encounter in the hamlet?

A. Well, not enemy, not that I remember enemy. He
did mention bunkers, trenches, and this sort of thing that
were supposed to be in the area.

Q. Do ycu remember any discussion concerning the
48th VC Battalion?

A. Well, we discussed that all the time. That was
the battalion we were always against. They were always
sending us up intelligence sheets on their location, and
one day they gave us their location and I was on that hill,
and they weren't there.

Q. Did they indicate what kind of opposition? When

you look back, were you expecting a lot of pretty strong
opposition as you went in?
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A. I didn't even know what it was yet because I just
joined the company, and this was 3 weeks later. 1I'd

never been on a CA. Everybody pictures a CA, I guess the

way I did. That you land and you come off shooting. I mean,
that's what I expected to see when I got off the ship, when

I got into Vietnam. And, of course, I didn't, but that's
what I expected when I got on this CA. They told us that
they would call back and let us know if they had any contact
when they landed. I was the ground contact on the last 1lift,
and he didn't call me and say anything.

Q. Now, getting to the time when Captain MEDINA as-
sembled the platoon commanders and the senior noncommissioned
officers. What did he tell you at that time?

A. Well, he really didn't say very much. We just
went in there and we were talking--"BS'ing" as usual, and

he told Lieutenant CALLEY to go out and get a .50 caliber
machinegun barrel. He described it to him because he told
CALLEY that he wouldn't know what it looked like if he didn't
describe it. He brought it in and we sat down and he said,
"All right, now let's get down to the operation". He looked
at me right away and said "You don't even know what a CA is,
do you?" Anéd, I said, "No, I don't." And, he said, "Well,
here we go again. It's the same old story." The company
itself had just learned not too long before what a CA was.
So they tried to describe it to me; how a lift works and

how many men on a lift, and what the loads were for each
ship. So, then they broke down the company. We couldn't
maintain platoons or squads, mainly because we had to split
my platoon up with another platoon. But they went in on

the second 1lift, and when I landed they were supposed to
come back with me. He pinpointed the spot on the map, or
the general area where we hoped to set down. We didn't

have any problems at all. He told us what time we'd be
leaving. I believe, he gave us the general direction we'd
be moving towards, the larger pink area from My Lai (4),to-
wards that. Of course, he went through the usual thing
about how much ammunition we should carry. It was sort of
SOP after while. He didn't bother with that. He just check-
ed to make sure if there were any changes, and that we
shouldn't take flack jackets or we should.

Q. What did he tell you that day about ammunition?

A, I don't recollect anything other than to make sure
your men have plenty of ammunition. I don't remember the
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company SOP. No one ever told me the SOP for how much ammu-
nition to have. I just set what I thought was right for my
platoon.

Q. Did he tell you about anything to do in terms of
destroying the houses or what you were to do in the hamlet?

A, v Not other than we were going to search and pro-
bably burn a lot. That's all I can say about that.

Q. ’ Did he say anything about the animals, the live-
stock? : .
A. I think the order was to destroy livestock be-
cause they were being used to supply the VC.

Q. Was there any mention made about crops?

A. Not that I remember.

Q. How about the ihhabitants?

A. Negative. What we always did in the villages, he

always wanted them all gathered together and bring them down
to him because he had the interpreter, and we'd just send a
few men down with them, and everybody would move back to
their original positions. They'd talk to them and interro-

gate them.

Q. Were you under the impression that you were going
to see a lot of civilians in this village that day?

A. I was under the impression that we'd receive a

lot more fire than see civilians. As usually is the case, when
we move into an area. If they are out in the fields and

such, and you come in, they take off. They aren't going to
wait around. They don't want to see any trouble. So, this

is what I expected from the way they talked. We'd land and
the fields would be empty, and we'd start receiving fire and
we would go from there.

Q. On the day of the 15th, do you recall a memorial
service being conducted?

A. That's right. I'm not sure. I attended the Cath-

olic service, but I believe there was a Protestant service
also. I remember Captain MEDINA was at the service with me,
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and I remember about 20 men from the company. It was con-
ducted for--wait a minute--I believe it was conducted for
Sergeant COX and the other men who had been hurt the day

before. Then I also remember another service that we had

in the monastery a short ways from thecre. And, thosc two T

confusc. I can't say for surc who that memorial service was
for. I secem to remember a sccond scervice boecause there woere

two of them that I do remcember.

0. After you had received all your instructions as
to the company, your specific instructions, what was your
general attitude or feeling as to what was going to happen?

A. Well, like I say, my expectation were that we'd
go in there and people would cut out and we would receive a
lot of activity. I figured what would happen is we'd pro-
bably take our share of casualties, and we might get some
kills of our own.

Q. Were the men apprehensive?

A. ‘Definitely. They always were before a CA, be-
cause it was different when you walked into an area and when
you land in an area. They were definitely apprehensive.

Q. One part the briefing undoubtedly covered, which
you did not mention, had to do with the assignment of pla-
toon missions.

A, Right sir. I can go through that.
Q. Yes.
Q. He gave us an order for lifts. ‘I was the last

one. I was thinking of this the other day, and I can't re-
member if it was BROOKS or CALLEY who went first. I'm sure
somebody must have told you by now. When we landed in the
village, CALLEY's platoon was supposed to go--they were sup-
posed to land on the west side of the village and go to the
east. Lieutenant BROOKS was supposed to land in the north-
east. There was another area that we were supposed to land
in and secure the LZ until it was time for my platoon. That
was the order of movement. But, now, I can't remember if
CALLEY or BROOKS landed first or second. I believe Lieute-
nant CALLEY landed first. Like I said before, this was new
to me, and I didn't even know what 12 o'clock was, and 9
o'clock, when they first started talking about it.

'

(LACROSS) | 9 ’ APP T-129

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

MR WEST: Mr. LACROSS, going back to the meeting of the pla-
toon leaders and platoon sergeants, we had another witness
say that during the meeting one of the sergeants asked for
clarification as to the difference between search and clear
and search and destroy missions. I believe that up to this
time Charlie Company only had search and clear missions and
that this would be the first search and destroy. Do you re-
call that?

A. It might have been Sergeant LOPEZ that asked about
that, but I can't say. If I had to say, that's who I'd say
that had to ask that.

Q. You don't remember?

A. No, I don't.

Q. When you attended--you said you attended the
Catholic services or the memorial service. Do you remem-

ber the name of the chaplain?

A. Well, I can give you who it might have been.
Major KISSINGER was the battalion chaplain, and then he be-
came the brigade chaplain, and I'm certain that if you con-
tact him, he would know who was up there at the time.

Q. Is he the Catholic chaplain?
A. No, he was the Protestant, or Methodist.

COL MILLER: At this briefing, were you given any indication
as to how long you might have to be in the field?

A. We always—--the only way we knew--usually it was
a long time. I couldn't say from previous experience be-
cause I wasn't there before. But, we were always out, 30 or

60 days. And, we took--I can't remember how many meals of
C's, but I remember there were a lot of meals of C's because
we couldn't expect to be supplied in the field. So, when we

first went in the field we always would have to establish a
resupply routine and we would make sure we had enough C-ra-

tions to get by until we took a full load as usual.
Q. For how many days?

A. Usually you could plan on taking 9 to 12 meals
That's supposed to last you 3 to 4 days. /
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COL FRANKLIN: Mr. LACROSS, do you recall anything being
said about leaflet drops or loud speakers over the area in
reference to the civilians?

A. No, I don't. I remember--this brings to mind
somecthing that I remember saying. lle said that we would
have air ccVer, gunships, and that was it.

Q. Do you recall anything about the civilians leav-
ing to go to market at a certain time?

A. Negative. The only thing I knew about civilians
movement was what I was told when I first joined the company.
That was that we needed a policy for nighttime ambushes,

and anybody who moved after 1930 or before 0600 in the morn-
ing were considered enemy. :

Q. Do you recall anything about all the men being
VC, and all the women will wear packs, and all the children
will grow up to be VC?

A. I remember just what I said. This was my impres-
sion, again, that these people were helping the VC, either
forced labor, or voluntary labor, to resupply them and keep
them in shape.

Q. You're an officer, but for a soldier, after this
briefing, would it have been a normal reaction of this man
for him to think that when he goes in there everybody is
going to be a. bad guy?

A. That's something similar to what I had, too. I
put myself in the place of Lieutenant CALLEY. If I had been
on a CA before, I would have been the first one to go. And,
I've wondered--this is what I stopped to think--would I have
had people lined up and brought to the "old man?" Would I
have just left them there? Would I have burned the hootches
when I went through? What would I have done? And, I.don't--
I mean, it's almost impossible to think that you could just
line up a bunch of people and shoot them like they would all
be bad, or the enemy. It never happened before that and we
never had any trouble after that. I don't think that for
one instance people would have thought that everybody was
the enemy. The thing was that when you got a new man in the
company, you told him that the enemy--you tell him that you
don't know the difference first of all. If you get fired
at, they're the enemy. 2And if you don't get fired at you
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have to let them go. There's nothing you can do about it.
If they're suspicious, check them out.

Q. Well, I'm concerned specifically that some of the
witnesses have told us that they just didn't expect to see
any. They were psyched up, is the word they wsed, and that
because they were thinking that they were going to have this
big fight that you mentioned--that everybody in there would
be an enemy. Is this a reasonable thing which these other
witnesses have told us?

A. Well, for me, of, no, it wasn't reasonable. But,
for some other men it might be. These other people were in
different circumstances than I was, too. The men that were
killed over the period of the last 2 weeks were close
friends of these people they shared water with, people whom
they talked about their folks with. I didn't know these men
who got killed. 1I'd been with the company a matter of less
than 2 weeks. I didn't have any personal relationships,.

I couldn't have been as psyched up as they probably could
have been. Later on, say later on that summer, if a man
would have been killed. I could have probably been in the

same condition as they were in.

" Q. Was the feeling imparted by Captain MEDINA that
he did talk about all the men you lost? Was there any--
we've heard the word--revenge? Could that have come across,

"We're going to get revenge"?

A. That impression could definitely, I won't say for
certain, but that impression could have definitely been con-
veyed.

COL WILSON: On the basis of the briefing versus the reli-
gious ceremony--memorial ceremony possibly, do you remember
Major CAREY? Does that name mean anything to you?

A, . I've heard the name. I couldn't say who it was.
Major CALHOUN is the only one from Task Force Barker that

I remember. Major CAREY definitely the name, but I couldn't
picture him.

Q. The C Company morning report shows that Sergeant
COX was killed on 14 March. That's 2 days before the oper-

ation. Could that have been a religious ceremony or some
comment that Captain MEDINA made that day on the 15th?
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A. No. We did have a ceremony. And, like always,
Captain MEDINA said that we hadn't had a chaplain out for a
long time. We had lost a lot of people and it's about time
we got a chaplain out here. That's usually when we get them,
after we lost some men. It just seemed to do something to
the people if they could attend the service. In some cases,
if we only got one, whether he was Catholic or Protestant,

it didn't make any difference. The whole company tried to
attend. If we had security and everybody attended, those men
who were lost at the last service we had attended were always

mentioned.

I0: After the orders were issued, and the men obvious—
ly were to get in shape to go on this assault, what was their
condition that evening? Were many of them drinking that

night?

A. The evening before?
Q. Yes?
A, I believe in my platoon I had one bunker that

the men drank heavily. During the night they didn't seem
to be any problem. The next morning I had to go down and
wake some of them up personally, because they tried to con-
tact them on the radio, and they couldn't get a response.
Now, I'm a second lieutenant that just got out in the field,
and he's not too sharp, and that was my case. I would go
down there and roust them out and give them a good tongue
lashing, and that's as far as it went. Then we all start-
ed gathering up by the platoon area where I had my platoon
headquarters.

Q. How many sguads did you have in your platoon?

A, I had three at the time.

Q. What was the strength of your platoon? Do you re-
call? :

A. I can't say for certain. My platoon ran between

27 and 33, I would say it was probably 32 to 35, anyplace in
there, for the whole platoon, counting my headquarters group.

Q. Do you know of any people in your platoon who
used marijuana or any other form of drugs or narcotics?
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A. I have never been able to smell marijuana. One
time I picked some off the floor in the mess hall that one of
the KP's had dropped. He wasn't even in my company. But, I
didn't even know what it was. So, I never--I knew that some
of them must be smoking it, because sometimes they didn't
have anything to drink and they were acting drunk. Since I*
came back, this one friend that lives near me--he had been
to my place with his wife one weekend in the fall--he asked
me if I had ever been on pills or anything, or marijuana.

I said, "No." And, he said that the platoon thought I had
been, because when I was sick with malaria, I was running

a fever, and I wouldn't cooperate with anybody, and I'd yell
at them and everything. And, so I asked him what about the
rest of the platoon. And, I said, "Did you or GLIMPSE or
anyone smoke?" And, he said, "Come on, you're fooling me."
Like I should know everybody smoked marijuana. I can remem-—
ber a couple of men getting high on Darvon 65's. That's
just what I imagined what it was. I didn't think it was
marijuana. I never saw it offered for sale. I never saw
anybody buy it. But, since he tells me, I do remember a few
instances where people were drunk. I would strongly suspect

that some people in my platoon were smoking it.
Q. Do you recall whether you had any of them--be-

sides from the bunker where they had over-imbibed--were
there any other personnel in sort of groggy conditions?

A. No, I don't know.

Q. Did you have an opportunity to inspect your pla-
toon in the morning before you went on this operation?

A. We had an opportunity. I went around and checked
for gear to see we had ropes, flashlights for tunnels, if
everybody had--if the machineguns had their ammunition. I

went through my area, and I had the squad leaders go through
their areas to make sure they didn't leave anything behind.
That was their favorite trick, to leave half of it behind
and then reorder it after they got out in the field.

Q. When you went through the platoon did they all
seem to be in good shape?

A, Well, they weren't in any worse shape than I'd
seen them a lot of mornings. They were tired and scared,
like I said before. And everybody wanted to know when we
were going, to get going, and the usual bitching you hear
from GI's. I didn't see anybody that couldn't function.
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Q. Nobody was souped-up then?
A. No, sir, not that I saw.

. - Mr. LACROSS, I have here an aerial photo of My
Lal (4), just to orient you here.

(The I0 oriented the witness to Exhibit P-1.)
Do you recall this particular village?
A. Yes.

Q. Would you indicate to us now where the LZ was with
respect to the village? Then go ahead and describe the oper-
ation that you participated in. You can take the operation
from start to finish and then when you finish we'd like to
ask you some questions about it. Also, you can mark on this
map. Afterwards, I will have one of the officers sit down
with you and make a clear map so that it can be entered into
the record as an exhibit,

A. Okay. When we landed we were no more than 75
meters out from the wood line in the edge of the village.

Q. Would you so mark that?

A. That's what I'm trying to figure out. I know how
close I was to it. It looks a lot bigger than what it seems
now.

Q. This village is a little more than 400 meters

across, east to west. One inch on this map will represent
about 75 to 80 meters. So, that'll give you an idea.

A. All right. There was another village, or village
area, or a small building complex sitting on an island to
the north of it. It must be this one up here (indicating).

Q. Yes?

A, Okay. We could see that from where we landed,
and we were only 75 meters, or so, off from the village..

Q. Just draw a circle where you think the LZ was.
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(The witness marked on Exhibit P-1 as requested.
The aerial photo with annotations was later received in evi-
dence as Exhibit P-157.)

A. We were the last ones to land, and this is about
where we landed, and I was on the last 1lift. Some of my men
were already out in here, around the LZ, securing the LZ. T

ran off the chopper with my people and I ran the wrong way.
And, the "old man" called me and told me to go the other way
and fill in the empty side of this LZ. We sat there and we
could hear them firing inside the village. The next thing
he did he called me and told me that one of the helicopter
pilots had popped smoke down in this end of the village, and
it was supposed to be marking the location of a weapon, and
that we were supposed to go down there and pick it up. That

was down here, I believe. It was this causeway, this trail
(indicating). It was very high and I believe it was green
rice in there. It could have been rice, but I can't say

for sure. It was real deep and it was wet. So, one of the

men that you had in here today, Joe GRIMES and a guy named
DELPOME, and MACDONALD, and TERRY, and I believe DOHERTY--

I just picked up some men from the perimeter and we started
this way (indicating). We were all spread out and we moved
down this way (indicating). By the time we got down here
the smoke had about burned out. We continued going and I
thought he wanted us back in the village, and that's why we
hurried down. Some of the men that looked over here didn't
find the weapon, and TERRY was one of them, and I believe
DOHERTY was one. They didn't find anything. They waved
back to me that they didn't find it. I called the "old man"
and I told him we were going to move back up here (indicating).
I thought he wanted us back up here, otherwise we would have
stayed and kept looking. He said that there was no big hurry =
and to keep looking until you find that weapon, that we have
got to have it. So, we kept looking around and TERRY picked

it up, and it was a carbine M-1. I think it was an M-1. It
might have been an M-2. Then we started moving back up here
(indicating). We got back here to the rest of the platoon.

It wasn't very much longer and he told us to get up and start
moving into the village. As I understood, the access road
was from west to east through the village. We went in here
(indicating). Consequently I believed my right flank to be
here (indicating). We had these PRC-6 radios and we weren't
getting a whole lot of good communication within the platoon.

The 25's were getting good communication with the CO. So,
I'd call them and I wouldn't get any answer, and they'd call
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me back and I wasn't hearing them, and this went on and on
most of the morning. We started moving in here on this edge
of the village (indicating). Myself, GLIMPSE who was my RTO,
and that's all I remember, just he and I moved down through
the village here (indicating). The "old man" was still back
here behind us at the time. My left flank would have been
right here on the outer edge of the village (indicating). I
ended up mostly walking along the edge of this village. I
stopped here or maybe here (indicating), and waited. The
old man called shortly after I was in the village about this
far (indicating), and passed the word to collect the men,
women and children, and to burn the hootches. Collect all
inhabitants and burn the hootches. So, I believe I passed
the word. I believe I got in contact with everybody to do
what the "old man" had told me. We kept on moving. I saw
about seven or eight bodies, I guess, in this area here

(indicating). I believe that was where it was. There was
a trail through there on the edge of the village. It might
have been here (indicating). And, every once and a while

we'd get scared because the bamboo was burning, and this was
my first operation, and the bamboo burning would pop, and so
we thought it might be fire. Every once in a while we'd get
a little scared. We were right in about this position when
there were at least 18, I believe they were men, they had

the white hats on, and I couldn't tell if--like I say, the
rice was so high, we couldn't tell if they had weapons. They
were carrying something, and they were moving. I believe it
would be something like this along this dike here (indicating).
So I wanted to call Lieutenant BROOKS over here and tell him
that these people were moving around in his area so he could
check them out. I remember I couldn't get communications so
I called the old man and tried to tell him, and I couldn't
get him. These people were moving pretty fast. They weren't
running, but that "choggie-trot" that they have. So, I start-
ed back around here to get back to the "old man" and tell him
by voice. It would be too late to intercept them, but I
wanted him to know so he could call Lieutenant BROOKS to tell
him that if they were enemy they wouldn't come in on him from
the back. So my RTO and myself took a main trail through

the village this way, and I saw another 10 or 12 people lay-
ing here on this main trail (indicating). I worked on back
toward the CO, and this is where I found him, and I told

him what had happened and he said, "Okay, I'll call and tell
him.,"

Q. Mark where you ran across Captain MEDINA.
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A. This again--see, to me this village is too wide.

1'd say it was probably way over here on the edge of the
village. There wasn't really a main trail through. This

thing came like this and this trial goes all the way through.
So Captain MEDINA and I probably met right there (indicating).
I told him about the people and he said to go on back over

to my side of the village. So I walked back through. Like
the colonel said, it's hard to tell, but I think we went

into the village about 0800 or so. We were the last ones

to walk in. And there was a lot of waiting and stopping

and going. I passed the word to stop or slow down, just

do a good job of searching. All we wanted was to be thorough

in the search. So we kept on moving and we got out to the
end of the village. I think we walked out the end of the
village. This is where I received word to sit down. I wanted

to get out from the village a ways, and this is where

we sat down (indicating). We no more than sat down and

we had to go. Someone said, "Did you look in this ditch
here?" I walked over to the ditch. DOHERTY told me

that I believe. I looked, and there was a lot of blood in
the water. I saw about six or eight bodies in the ditch here
(indicating). So the "old man" called all the platoon leaders
to come back. I don't think he asked to see the platoon sergeants
He may have. He did that quite often. So we moved.

I moved back some place in here. It was in this corner
(indicating). The CO wanted to know what weapons

we got and that sort of thing. That's what I remember.

Then he told us how we'd move out from this area. I

think he told us to go toward My Lai (5). I remember
somebody mentioning, I'm pretty sure that this was

the time that it was mentioned, that somebody said that

this was the time that it was mentioned, that somebody

said that he saw a helicopter land on this hill top,

that's Hill 85, and pick up a mortar tube. I saw a helicopter
land, but I don't know what they picked up. This was

the little one, the UH-13, the one with a bubbletop. Then
he told us to go back and have chow. I think I ate

a little bit, and I ate it right there with him.: Then

I went back to the platoon. A while later we got an

order to move out. Now, there was a time in there,

I believe, that one time I received an order and passed

it on that we should quit burning hootches. I'm not
positive, but I'm pretty sure that it was near the end

of the village when that order was passed. So I went

Lack to the platoon and we settled down, and then it

was time to move out. From there I think we were drag
platoon again. I remember GRIMES, the man you had in

here today, and another man went

down and picked up some people out of a hootch near here
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(indicating). They were suspects and we took them along with
us. Oh, something else that I forgot. When we got out here
to the end of this village there was a pile of women and chil-
dren all chattering and carrying on, about 20 or 25 of them.
Two or three of my men were standing guard on them. I call-
ed the "old man" and said, "What do you want to do with them?"
He said, "Just hold them there." So I left those three men
there, so I could keep watching them. When the "old man" came
out he walked by. I don't remember whether he questioned
them or not. Then all we were picking up for suspects was

what we considered to be military-age males. We sat down
and ate our chow and he told us to move out and go toward My
Lai (5). I'm guite sure again that I was the drag platoon.

We left My Lai (4) going to My Lai (5) at what I would guess
to be about 1400 to 1430 in the afternoon. We didn't see
anybody there. I believe there was a woman and some chil-
dren there. We didn't stop or anything. We moved right on
through until we got to our RON which was on the edge of
that river. At that time the river had water. I believe it
was some place in this area here where we RON'd for the
night.

Q. Let's come back to this later. Go back over the
first thing here a little bit. After you entered here, you
indicated that you formed a defense along the LZ area and
around the control group of Charlie Company.

A. No, sir. The command and control group was part
of the perimeter. They were over here closer to the village.
The rest of my platoon had gone around.

Q. I see. Now, how far out did your platoon extend?

A, Well, the command group was on the edge from what
I could see. Once again, all the rice, and you were hearing
people firing. You're not up taking pictures or anything.

It looked like we were right here on the edge of the village
(indicating), or just inside. My people probably covered an
area of no more than 75 meters from the edge of the village.
It was a circular perimeter so it wouldn't be the same dis-
tance all the way around from the center of the perimeter.

Q. When you landed there, off to the east of where
you were, did vou see a pagoda either to the north or to the
east of here?

A. I don't remember any pagoda. I remember a cow
off on a high piece of ground, a brown cow. It was dead.
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0. When you picked up this group to move south to
pick up the weapon, you said that you just picked up some
men. You didn't say that you picked up a squad or anything

did you?

A. I can't say. See, they changed my squads so often.
‘I remember the people, and I think they were of the same
squad. I know MACDONALD and GRIMES were, and I'm quite sure
of DELPOME being in that squad. DOHERTY, and TERRY, I don't
remember if they were in that squad or not.

Q. That's pretty unusual, to just start picking up
men to go out and do something.

A. What do you meah, sir?

Q. I mean, just getting JONES here and going, it
would destroy the integrity of your unit.

A. I see what you mean. Right. But, a better rea-
son is that if we had taken a whole section out it would

have left a whole section empty and we would have had to move
everyone over f£ill it up. I would imagine that they were

on the same fire team.

Q. Do you remember when you moved south? Did you

have with you a photographer and another man who may have been
a reporter? '

A, The morning of the mission we were told that I
would have to make room on the last 1lift. That would be be-
cause they were going along, and we hadn't heard anything
about that before. Now, whether they accompanied me to the
south or not, I don't think they did. I think they went on
in with the CO. I don't think they went down to the south-
ern edge with me. However, later on, when I was up at divi-
sion--I don't know what I was up there for--but I saw a pic-
ture in a magazine of GRIMES and MACDONALD and DELPOME walk-

ing across the field. Now, I can't be sure, but I'd bet
money that that is where the picture was taken. It was in a
field outside the village.

Q. Do you recall when you went south from this area,
wherever you had been in here, that you came to a canal
that was rather wide and that you had to close in the elements

in order to pass so that you all went single file?
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Al No, sir, I don't rcmember that. I just remember
this causeway. It might have been this causeway, too (indi-
cating) .

0. This isn't a causeway. This is a road.

A. I don't remember going across that. I remember

getting wet from the wet rice, but I don't remember. I pos-
sibly did.

Q. Do you remember possibly going through here and
running across this big ditch or causeway, narrowing down
and then moving to the south from there down to this river
(indicating) ? :

A. I remember this here, but I do not remember this
thing at all. But, I should, too. It's so obvious. It's a
vegetated ditch. But, I don't remember that.

Q. Well, we have testimony on that. As a matter of
fact, we'll show you some pictures in a little while which
will perhaps refresh your mind. We also have an indication
that one of the aqunships killed an individual right in there
or fired at an individual right off here. We have some indi-.
cations, at least, that there were some people dead along

the roadway here (indicating), and off the roadway and this
other tree line, and this canal here. Would that tend to re-
fresh your memory?

A. Sir, I guess these ‘people were ahead of me and
they were spread out in line. We were looking for the smoke
that first went down out here. It was grey smoke, if I'm

not mistaken. He told us that in the area of the grey smoke,
that's where we would find the weapon. We moved down through
here, sort of on line again, through the grass, a little
apprehensive as we expected some action. Who could tell,
there could probably be some more there. We moved down here.
The people were in front of me, possibly 75 meters, and pos-
sibly it was 100. We looked around that area and nobody re-
ported anything. We called the "old man." "Do you want us to
come back?"”

Q. Did you see any bodies down there?

A. No, sir. Nothing. I told vou I saw the bodies
in this area (indicating).
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Q. Now, I'm just talking about the bodies down there.
While you were down in this area with that squad or those
people did you see--if you were down in that area--whatever
area you were in--did you see any bodies at all on the road
or off the road or in the ditches?

A. No, sir.

Q. When you came back, after you had been off t.
pick up a weapon, and they had located the weapon, do you
recall somebody moving to the west?

A. Right.

0. And, there were some people in this particular
squad that took them under fire?

A, Yes, sir, we saw somebody moving. At first we
were walking and we heard some fire, so I yelled around and
everybody got scared, and I yelled around and I said, "What
are you firing at?" There was somebody moving over here.
(indicating). We ceased fire then because we couldn't see
him anymore. I didn't fire. There were only a couple of
men in the squad that I believe fired. I locked all the

way over there, and I couldn't see him. 1In fact, it was in
the same area as the dead cow was, I believe, the brown cow.

Q. Well, look, the brown cow was up here, I believe,
and you're talking about down here (indicating).

A. Well, then I don't seem to recall. I remember one
‘incident of fire and it seems to me like it was up here
(indicating).

Q. When you came back, did you join the command and
control group at the north end of the village, in the center
of the village, or the southern point of the village?

A, I didn't join them at all. I moved back to my
former position on the perimeter, and we had no more than
gotten there, I believe, than we were told by the CO to move
into the village. I thought the CO was still here, but he
moved from here down through the village. This is where I
met him when I came back and talked to him. When we moved
in here, I'm almost certain he followed us in here (indicating).
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Q. The orders that were issued would indicate that
the lst Platoon was to be on the right and the 24 Platoon
would be on the left in going through the village. Is that
correct?

A. All right, later on Lieutenant CALLEY got a dif-
ferent platoon and Lieutenant BROOKS--it seems like Lieute-
nant CALLEY and BROOKS had switched platoons. I remember
Lieutenant BROOKS being in the 2d Platoon. Now, if they
were at that time, I'm not sure, but later on I'm not sure
what they were. I remember Lieutenant CALLEY's platoon,
whatever number it was, went this way and Lieutenant BROOKS',
whatever number it was, went that way (indicating).

Q. The orders for the platoon that were issued--were
the orders not issued for the two platoons to go through the
village, and your platoon to be the clean-up platoon?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And, your platoon would cover the entire village,
is that right? :

A. Yes, sir. That's what I understood.

Q. This is what I'm trying to rationalize, why you're
describing the northern part of the area, instead of your
platoon going through the entire village. :

A. Okay, like I said, or maybe I didn't say, I didn't
see my whole platoon all of the time. I was up here on this
edge because this is where I walked in and the "o0ld man" was
behind me when I walked in. The rest of my platoon was spread
out like this, and I couldn't see. When I went in, I couldn't
see this edge of the village. Or, I don't remember being

able to see it. So, all I could do was talk to-—-when I could
get through on my radio, and ask them about where they were,
and try and get them in position. They knew how we were sup-
posed to move, on a three prong movement through the village.
Sir, something just came back to me. Maybe you have it re-
corded in there, but perhaps I only had two squads in there
at the time because we were short on squad leaders. I know
at one time I dropped to two squads because I didn't have
enough personnel, and I didn't have enough squad leaders.

Now, that may have been at that time also. Ordinarily, my
platoon moved on three prongs like this here, but if we only
had two squads, we moved as two prongs.
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Q. But you still moved with your squads abreast?

A. Well, they were supposed to move abreast, but
they--the way you saw the trails and such, the way they moved
They went on the trails.

Q. When you came down to this point right here (indi-
cating) to see Captain MEDINA, did they have anybody there
with them? Was, for example, an American who had been shot
in the foot--

A. (Interposing) Right. Right in the corner here
(indicating) was a Negro man who had been shot in the foot.
I don't remember his name, but I believe it was the corner
right here (indicating). They were treating him when I
asked what had happened. I can't remember which leg it was
at the time, but they did say that he had just been shot in
the foot. That I saw when I was on my way over here, and I
just stopped for a minute and continued on to where the "old
man" was. He was still there when I came back through, I
believe.

Q. Did you see a medevac chopper come in to pick him
o up?

A. I remember hearing something, but I didn't see it.

Q. D6 you know whether Captain MEDINA ever passed

the word to Lieutenant BROOKS who was up here in this nor-
thern hamlet that you had reported to him individuals moving
up in his direction?

A, I can't be certain. My RTO had the radio on his
back and it was he who called. All I know is that I told

the "o0ld man" and there was a lot of noise with the bamboo
burning and the fire in the village, and he moved back through,
so I couldn't say if he made a call back.

Q. What were your people doing as you were going
through the village? Obviously in this thicket you couldn't

see anything, but what were your people doing, to the best
of your knowledge?

A, I had about three men with me who were manning

a machinegun, the machinegunner and two assistants. They
were just sitting there working along the trail. They kept
looking out. That's what I told them to do. Just watch for
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any of the enemy movements. The other people were burning
the places, starting them afire, walking inside and pulling
things apart, and every once in a while I found a couple
that were just taking it kind of easy, and I'd have to tell
them to get moving. There was a couple of hootches that
they had missed burning and I had a couple people go back
and get those. -

Q. Did you see them kill any animals: livestock,
chickens, and--

A. (Interposing) My RTO shot at a couple of chickens
and didn't kill them. He had a 20 gauge shotgun, and he .
didn't kill them. He's a pretty poor shot, I guess.

Q. Did you see any of your people shoot or injure
any civilians?

A. No, sir, I didn't see anybody shot. I fired my

rifle one time on the side of the village. My RTO can veri-
fy that, and I'm pretty sure. My rifle was kind of famous
for not firing when it didn't want to. I pointed it up in
the air and fired one round and it went off. That's it.
That's the only firing that I saw there. When we came out
here (indicating) there were a couple water buffalo in a pen
dead, and I saw a couple of pigs dead over here. And, that's
it. I didn't see anybody shoot anybody.

Q. But, you did see quite a few bodies, right?

A, I did. 1I'd say I saw 35 bodies over the village.
There was some off here, on this trail some place out here
(indicating).

Q. How did you see those?

A. Well, I either got these two trails mixed up or
something. There was a main trail coming into the southern
edge of the village, and this is the only one. That's where

it was. So, I would have come across like this (indicating),
and I met the "old man" here, and the wounded guy would have
been here (indicating). That was the only main trail coming

in from the south.

Q. About how many bodies did you see there?

A, I say approximately six to nine bodies.

Q. Okay. What were they?
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A. I couldn't tell. I just saw people laying in the
road here when I came around the corner.

Q. Well, when you met this group of women here, and
children what happened to them?

A. When I came out, they were all yelllng and crying
like they always seem to be doing, and .I saw them, and called
the "old man"” and told him what we had here, and that's when
he said just leave them there. "Just move on and leave some-
one to watch them" And that's what I did.

Q. All right, so you went over to the ditch now?
A. ' Right.
Q. And, did you just reach it at the northern end of

- it, or did you walk down it a little ways?

A. No, I sat on the northern end, almost on the tip.

MACDONALD was - there, and I believe MACDONALD said, or DOHERTY
said, "Did ycu see what was in the ditch?" And, then I walk-
ed up on the ditch and I could see not more than five bodies

there, I suppose. Some other people were talking like there

were some more bodies down there, I didn't ask.

Q. When you went back there and talked to Captain
MEDINA, did you tell him about all the women and children
and old men and noncombatants that you had seen killed?

A. He was walking behind me here, and he walked

right over here and saw some bodies here (indicating), and

I told him I believe, about this group, that I saw that there
were probably five or six bodies, and my RTO and I walked
back. I don't think I said anything about these over here
(indicating). I don't remember talking very much about them.
I mean, he was there. He would have seen what was going on.
There wasn't too much I could tell him.

Q. Now, you say that Captain MEDINA was behind you?
Captain MEDINA indicates that he walked along the southern

end of the village, and came up somewhere in here with re-

spect to' this point (indicating), and then came up to where
he met you here.

A. All right, but at one time, he was inside the vil-
lage, here (indicating). I don't know. The last time I saw
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him, it probably was about 20 meters inside the wood line

at the most. But, it was--when I walked in he was by me,

and then he wasn't by me anymore, so when I wanted to reach
him I would have to come down here (indicating). So whether
he walked right along the edge like this, or whether he walk-
ed outside, I can't say. But at one time he was about 20
meters inside the village.

Q. Are you éure that you were this far up to the
north, or could you have been down here (indicating)?

A. . That's what I said earlier, sir. I could have
been farther down. I know how far it was from the edge, but
I don't know how far it was like this (indicating).

Q. You will notice that there is an indentation here
(indicating) with this patch of trees along in here.

A. I should remember it. I can tell that there was
a little piece of cleared ground out in the field, right
about where I laid down by the LZ.

O. Well, if you would have been down here, you would
have seen the pagoda.

A. Yes sir, I would have seen it. I would have pro-
bably seen it. But, what it seems like--you said 1 inch
equals 75 meters?

Q. Yes, 75 or 80 meters.

A. We had to be right around this ditch someplace,
but I don't know which side of the LZ.

Q. This isn't really a ditch. It's a rise, or berm,
that you see around. It's a hedgerow.

A. I ohly noticed a small group of trees being off
to the edge of the village, and a small piece of ground that
they weren't tilling.

Q. Now, when you were over here in this area, east
of the v1llage, did you see a helicopter put down anyplace?

A. No, sir. I read that in the paper, too, and I
never saw a helicopter set down, except this one up here.
Q. Well, you didn't see that one.
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A. This is what they said when we got down here,
that they had seen one take off the hill. But, I saw a
helicopter hovering on top of the hill, on top of Hill 85.
There was a helicopter hovering, a 13, and I couldn't tell--
there was a lot of dust, and I don't know if he got out and
picked something up or not, but it was a small helicopter.
It wasn't one of the regular 1D's.

Q. Could that have been early in the mornlng when
this dropped down?

A. Right. I believe it was when we were over here
(indicating).

Q. Okay, then. That fits into the story because
that's when they picked up the 40 rounds of 60 millimeter
ammunition. But, that was very early in the morning, along
about 0800. That's what we were after.

A. Right. Shortly after we got there.

Q. But, my question now is: when you were over here,
did you see a helicopter set down over in here, or up in this
area at any time (indicating)?

"A. Negative.

Q. And, you say the order came through to stop burn-
ing the hootches? Was there also something said about stop
killing the civilians?

A, I didn't say this before because I wasn't sure.

I thought--like if T could have talked to somebody like
GLIMPSE, my RTO that day, we could have hashed some of this
out, and I'd know better what happened. I think about things
like this and that an order came down like that. But, when
you're not certain, you hate to say anything. I'd say that
somebody gave an order or somebody--I saw something I'm not
sure of. It seems to me that an order came down like that,
but I couldn't say for sure right now that it did come down.
But, it does seem like that happened.

a. Having seen this number of dead women and children
and old men, this wouldn't seem like an unusual order at that
stage of the game?

A. It certainly wouldn't. I was shocked. I told
Sergeant LOPEZ that night when we sat down. I was still kind
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of dazed. As I said, it was the first operation I saw any-
body killed. 1I'd never even been close to a car accident.

I didn't even know what blood or somebody in pain looked like,
except for Sergeant COX over here in the booby trap, I'd

never seen anybody killed. And, that had just passed. So,
when we sat down, I said, "Sergeant LOPEZ, does this go on

all the time, all these people getting killed?" And, he says,
"No, it doesn't". And, I said if it happened one more time,
that would be all I could take. It was just too many people
dead, and a lot of noncombatants were dead, and I just couldn't

see it.

Q. When you left this area, those spots where these
women and children were located, did you ever see any of
them running out across the paddy area?

A. No, sir. Lieutenant CALLEY was already out. I
can't say on the map, here to my left front. They ran in a
northeasterly direction. I remember seeing him along a ditch.
He was walking up on the top of the ditch.

Q. This ditch here is where you saw him (indicating)?
A. It could have been. Like I said, it was to the
northeast of me from where I was. And, he was out in front
of me. He wasn't even with my men. I remember I had to

keep moving my people up until we were sort of even, you
know, and I remember--

Q. He was north of where you were down at the ditch?

A. North and east, so it would be someplace along in
here. And, when the "old man" called he didn't answer the phone
right away, so I started waving at him right away, trying to
get his attention to come back.

Q. Did he come back?

A. Right. He got the call and he came back with
Lieutenant BROOKS and me to talk to the old man.

Q. He was up in this area at that time?

A, He was to the northeast of me.

MR MACCRATE: Mr. LACROSS, you stated earlier that there was
an SOP for the taking of civilians back for questioning and
that this was generally followed by the company. On this
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day, or up to the time that you got to the east end of the
village, was there any gathering of civilians and bringing

them back for interrogation?

A. Negative. The civilians that I saw were a man,
and he was carrying a baby, and I believe there was.an old
woman right by the entrance where the CO had them with him.
Then again, when I saw him down there, there were civilians
with him behind the headquarters moving with him. I can't
say how many there were with him. Other than that, this

was the first group of civilians that I saw. It was out here
at this edge of the village.

Q. Now, that is on the east end?

A. Correct. The northeast end of the village. I
remember that they took--well, it seems that there was two
boys and a man and a woman that came out of a hole. I be-
lieve they brought them up forward here with the other ones
at the edge of the village. Now, that little boy I can't be
sure of, but I definitely know that this was the first group,
other than those two or three that the "old man" had and some
over on this side.

Q. About how long did it take you to reach the east
end of the village?

A, Like I said before, I still think it was a long
time because we stopped, and he kept telling us to slow
down and search, and do a good job, stop, search, and do a
good job. So we kept stopping and waiting. Sometimes we

were waiting as long as what seemed like 20 minutes. Like
I said, I could be all wrong. I think that we left the LZ,

LZ Dottie around a 0745. I'm not sure. We landed here I
would say 0800, maybe 0755. We started moving through the
village. I would say that we got out here and it was pro-
bably 1045, or 1050 when we stopped on the eastern end of

the village. ©Now, that's almost 3 hours from the time we
landed and went down here, and came back up, and went through
(indicating), which is an awful long time for that small an
area. But, that's what we were doing, stopping. He'd

call us and tell us to stop and search and take your time,
and that's why it took so long.

Q. When you got to the eastern edge of the v1llage,
had the 2d Platoon arrived there as yet?
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A. I don't remember where Lieutenant BROOKS came
from. All I remember seeing is Lieutenant CALLEY. Then
Lieutenant BROOKS was here when we got back. I can't remem-
ber if his men were here or over there (indicating). I
couldn't say where the 2d Platoon was. I know that one
element, or all of the 24 Platoon was here at one time, but
after that I don't know.

Q. You have no recollection of seeing the 2d Platoon,
either off to one side or ahead of you, as you were going
through?

A. Not at all. You understand that I had been in
the company 2 or 3 weeks, and I barely knew most of my

own men. Like when the CID came and asked me, I knew almost
all the names, but there were a few that I didn't know, men
who left my platoon before I could get a chance to recognize
their names. I know that I saw Lieutenant CALLEY, and Lieu-
tenant BROOKS was back here when I got back, but where his

platoon was I couldn't say.

Q. Well, do I understand that you came through the
east end of the village and Lieutenant BROOKS was not there
as you came across the rice paddies to the stretch on the
eastern side of that space where you went and looked in the
ditch. Then when you went back, or you were called back by
your company commander to the east end of the village, Lieu-
tenant BROOKS had arrived in the meantime?

A. I can't say if he was there before or after. I
remember that he had a carbine or M-l rifle and he had a
little black radio, I believe, that they had picked up. And
he might have had some other materials, a pack sack or some
hand grenades. I remember a rifle and I remember a black
radio, but I don't remember if he got there before I did.

It seems like I got there before he did.

MR WEST: Lieutenant LACROSS, do you remember whether GRIMES'
squad moved down around the south of My Lai (4) to cover

the rice paddies and the people that were moving out of the
village? He was in here earlier today, and we talked to him.

A. Yes,'I know.
Q. And, he describes having permission to move his

squad down to the south of the village to secure it and pick
up any people that ran out of there.
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A. That's extremely possible. Like I said, I stayed
on the northern edge, and I know that I would have sent some-
body down behind since we were drag. If I would have told

him to go along the southern edge, I'm not sure, or through
the middle.

Q. Well, he described, as I remember, that he moved

his squad down around the south along the west side, and
then up along the east to cover the rice paddies south of
the village. Later on he moved along the path on the south
‘edge of the village and moved toward the east. He also ob-
served the bodies along the trail that you had seen there.
And I just wanted to check and see if you recall the mission
like that.

A. He would have been south of us, whether he was half
‘the way down here or all the way down here.

Q. Did your platoon take any prisoners that morning?
A. First of all, we collected all these women and
children here (indicating). They weren't really prisoners.

We call them VCS. After that, like I said, when we moved
out, GRIMES and MACDONALD, I think it was, picked up, I
believe it was two military-age males. And we took them

with us toward My Lai (5).

Q. Do you remember at this stage who you left be-

hind to guard the women and children after you talked to
MEDINA and he said to leave them there?

A. I might be able to recognize one of their names
but I can't think of his name.

Q. We'll have a roster later on to help you recall
their names. When Captain MEDINA called you back, after

you broke for chow, you met him there with the other platoon
leaders. Did he bring up the subject of body count?

A. Negative. I don't believe it was mentioned. It
seems like later on that afternoon, when we stopped at our
RON, is when he asked us about body count.

I0: Was there any checking for the number of weapons
or other materials that had been captured?

A. He had to call that in to the S2, and that's why
he knew I had that one carbine, or I had already given it to
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him. I don't know, but I think TERRY still had it because
when we had a captured weapon the men used to carry them.

That's the only way we could get them back later on. And
so he did take a weapon count to see how many weapons had
been captured.

MR WEST: How much did you see of Sergeant LOPEZ that day,
your platoon sergeant?

A. Very little as I remember. He was supposed to be
with me, I thought, since I had just started in the field.
But it was Jjust my RTO and myself all the way up to here.
And, he might have joined us here, or here (indicating), but

I'm not certain. I don't think he did.

Q. Do you have any idea what he was doing at the
time?

A. I must have known at the time. I mean, he's my
platoon sergeant. I'm pretty sure he was with Captain MEDINA.
But, I could be wrong there, too. He could have been with

Lieutenant CALLEY. Lieutenant CALLEY was short on a squad
leader, or any kind of NCO. It could be one of the two. My
first choice would be Captain MEDINA.

Q. ~If you would have had your platoon sergeant, would
it be normal on a situation like that to keep you platoon
sergeant right with you, or would he watch one portion of

the platoon while you took care of the other?

A. That's ordinarily what would be done. He would
be with one, and we would never stay together. As far as on
operations, he was never that close to me. He was usually

with one of the other squads, whoever was having the most
trouble at that time. So, it's possible. Like something
you miss when you go into a village, he'd probably come up
with my headquarters group rather than walking around with
the men. That's why I say he was with the CO. I know I
knew what he was doing, but I can't say what he was doing.

MR WEST: During the morning there at My Lai (4), were you
visited by any of the officers from Task Force Barker, or
the brigade or division?

A, The first, other officer I saw was over here by

the river where we RON'd, and it was Captain KOTOUC. I
think that's who it was from the task force S2 section.

(LACROSS) 34 APP T-129

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

COL MILLER: SLEDGE was with you all the way through this
operation, wasn't he?

A. Who was that?

Q. Your RTO, GLIMPSE.

A. All thé way, right, sir.

Q. Did you hear any other radio transmissions?

A. No, sir. Like I told the General, I don't remem-

ber anything out of the ordinary from anybody. There was a
lot of noise. Of course, I never let him separate.from right
along side of me anyway.

Q. The instructions that may have come down--first,
to burn the village, second to either stop burning or killing;

could that have come to you through your radio?

A, Right. I believe that all the instructions came

to me through the radio except when I saw him here (indicating),
and I don't remember any instructions here on this side of

the village either.

Q. Did you pass it on by the word of mouth then?

A. No, I just tried the radio most of the time be-
cause I didn't see my men that much. I was behind my men.
They were in the front. I was going behind to make sure
that everything was burned and the rest of it. Captain
MEDINA had a. thing about if somethlng didn't get done, to do

it yourself.

Q. Would you have been able to pass the word to your
men fairly well?

A. ~ Yes. Right. I guess they were having radio com-
munications, and I think everything got through. I may have
missed one--something along the way, but I don't think so.

I think everything got through. If it didn't I would have
walked. '

COL WILSON: You said that DOHERTY asked you to look in the
ditch where the bodies were?

A. DOHERTY or MACDONALD, one or the other.
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Q. Did they seem particularly upset?

A. I remember MACDONALD, I believe it was, said he
wasn't going to eat. Possibly DOHERTY did, too. I remember
MACDONALD, but I don't remember DOHERTY.

COL FRANKLIN: Who were your squad leaders in the 1st Platoon?

A. At the time, GRIMES was cne of the squad leaders.
COX had been killed the week before. GRIMES, and probably

Sergeant SMAIL. That's all I can think of right now. If I
could see a list of names, I'd know. All I know was GRIMES

and Sergeant SMAIL.

I0: When you went south, fairly early in the morning
after you had landed, did you see a lot of people moving
down the road?

A, I don't remember any in here. It seems like I
remember some people down from here (indicating).

Q. Did you see some activity going on with the heli-
copter over in that area (indicating)?

A, The helicopters were covering this area. I heard
some fire. I don't remember any rockets. Small arms fire.
Q. Did you see one helicopter set down over in thlS

general area?

A. I never saw a helicopter set down, sir. I remem-
ber we had a lot of hellcopters around because we had almost
constant coverage all morning.

LTC MAHAFFEY: Sir, I was just wondering if he would esti-
mate--the first order that Colonel MILLER was talking about,
to collect all inhabitants or stop the shooting and burn the
village; what was the time that you got the order over: the
radio?

A. What I kept thinking at the time was that Captain

MEDINA was sitting out here at the edge of the village and
that he didn't know how big a village it was. What came to
my mind was that he had just got into the village and just
learned what was going on with all the dead bodies, and that's
when he gave the order. So it was early. I don't think I
was any farther in than right here (indicating). I would
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approximate the time at 0900. I was the last one in there
almost, and everyone else was almost all the way through, I

would imagine, at the time.

MR MACCRATE: When you say, right here, could you, just for
the record, identify where you were?

A. It seems all--it's someplace in here. I'd say
probably in this area right here, because it was earlier in
the morning (indicating).

I0: Well, now let's think about that for just a minute.
You got on the ground at 0800 or thereabouts, maybe a few
minutes before. You made a trip down to the south where you
must have taken some time.

A. We took quite a bit of time.

Q. Then you had to come back up north to your sguad
location. So, that in itself must have taken some consid-
erable period of time, right?

A. Right sir. Maybe I'll have to move the time later
on. We came down here. Like I said, he did want us to find
that weapons, so we did take a lot of time. We moved back
up here (indicating). We moved into the village. I sat down
once for a short time and then moved in again and sat down.
Then, shortly after that, I moved over here, and came down
here. That would make it about 0900. No later than 0930 or
0945, I wouldn't think.

Q. Again, I recognize the fact that you can't--

A. (Interposing) You know, it sounds like I'm really
a dummy, but that was a long time ago.

Q. After your lunch break, Mr. LACROSS, do you re-
call the action of your platoon and company?

A, I moved toward My Lai (5) from My Lai (4). I re-
member we crossed a river or a little bridge.

Q. No. You were here, you see.

A, Okay. There was a little bridge at one place,

and there was a trail leading almost, just a little ways,
from My Lai (4) to My Lai (5). But, it doesn't show up on
here. . .
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Q. Are you sure you were moving toward My Lai (5),
or were you moving to the area of My Lai (1)?

A. No, it was a general northeasterly direction.

Q. The general information that we have is that Bravo

Company and Charlie Company laagered in the general area
that evening. Well, leaving from My Lai (4) to your night
laager site, did anything unusual take place that you can

recall?

A, Not to my knowledge. We were the last ones in
the whole company. People in the whole company were spread
out 300 to 500 meters ahead of us, and I didn't see anything.

Q. Did you pick up any detainees?
A. Like one time I caught up with the old man in a
small hootch area, and I think they had a chicken. It seems

like a couple chickens and a couple of old people. But
that's all I could see.

Q. Did you see any military-age males that had been--
A. (Interposing) Not other than those that GRIMES
picked up outside of My Lai (4).

Q. Just the two?

A, The two or three, whatever there was.

Q. And, those continued with you until you got to

the laager site?

A, Right.

Q. When you got to the laager site where you married
up with Bravo Company, out there on the western side of the
rim, do you recall seeing Captain MICHLES there?

A. No, I know who Captain MICHLES was, but I don't
remember seeing him there. :

Q. Do you remember your laager site being near a
cemetery or a graveyard of some variety?
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A. No, sir. My platoon had the side toward the
river like this (indicating). We started at the river and
came around here sort of an 8 to 12 o'clock position.

Q. Well, when you were in that laager site area, you
indicated that you had seen a captain come in?

A. " Right. Captain KOTOUC.
Q. Was there anybody with him?
A. Some NP's showed up at the time, some National

Police, but I don't know who they came with or how they got
there.

Q. How many National Policemen were there?

A. I can remember seeing about three or four, but
somebody said six.

Q. ‘Were there any ARVN soldiers with them?

A. "Not that I remember. I remember saying where
did they come from, and somebody said they were NP's.

Q. Did you see any interrogation of prisoners going
on there? -

A, Right. I saw Captain KOTOUC interrogating there.
Q. Can you tell us about the interrogation?

A, Right. It seems like he was beating him with a
rifle. When I saw him, his hand, or his ear, I can't remem-
ber which, I know I went over there and saw it. And, I ask-

ed the "o0ld man" if he wanted this rifle tagged, and he said,
"Yes", and I got away finally. I went back to my platoon
area. ‘

Q. Were there any National Policemen there with him?
A, They were around the area. I couldn't say.

Q. Did you see any interpreters there with Captain
ROTOUC? '
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A. T imagine Captain MEDINA's interpreter was there.
I'm not sure.

Q. Do you know his interpreter, Sergeant PHU?

a. Yes, I knew Sergeant PHU guite well.

Q. Was PHU there?

A. He was with the company at the time. I can't
remember if he was on that operation. I didn't even know

his name at the time.

Q. How many National Policemen were there, as you can
recall? :

A, I can say that I saw three.

Q. And, a little more specifically, now. You say he

was beating his hands. What was he beating his hands with?

A. I think it was an M-16 butt.
Q. Could it have been some other object?
A. It could have been. Like I say, sir, I walked

over there and I saw that they were molesting this person,
and I said, "Sir, how do you want this rifle turned in?"

And he said, "Just tag it." Aand, I said, "Fine."

Q. Who was that?

A. Captain MEDINA. I turned around and walked back..
Q. How far was Captain MEDINA from where KOTOUC was
beating this man's hand? '

A. No more than 20 feet, I think.

Q. He could see this himself?

A, I imagine if he turned that way he would have

seen him.

Q. At that point of time, was Captain MICHLES with

Captain MEDINA?
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A. I don't know, sir. I never saw Captain MICHLES.
T knew he was Bravo Company commander. I knew what he look-
ed like later on, but I don't remember seeing him over there.

Q. Do you remember seeing a big knife that day at
about that time?
A. No, sir, not that I remember.
Q. At this time, how close were you to where you saw

Captain KOTOUC beating this man?

A. My platoon CP was only about 70 or 80 feet away
from the company CP. There was the remains of a hootch there.
A shelter and a couple trees and stuff, and then there were
some sweet potatoes and on the edge of these sweet potatoes
there were some bushes, and I was on the outside of those
bushes facing the outside of the perimeter.

Q. Well, when you saw him beating the prisoner's
hand, how close were you from the scene when you were with
Captain MEDINA?

A. I can't even say I saw him beating him up. I can
say that I walked over to there right in the area with Captain
MEDINA which was less than 20 feet from where Captain KOTOUC
was. I saw the man's finger, or somehow I noticed either

his finger or his ear, I don't know what, and I asked somebody
what happened. Now, either somebody said, or I saw—--I can't
say what I saw. It seems like that if I would have seen it,

I would have remembered it. I don't remember it that well.

Q. You saw a finger or ear--what do you mean?
A. Partially off, or cut real bad.
Q. Did you see anything else happen to this one

prisoner or any other prisoners?

A. No, sir. There was two of them. No sir, I don't
remember anything at all.

Q. Do you remember someone taking one of those pri-
soners out and executing him?

A, There was a man dead in trench that I saw later on
that night when we were eating.. But, I don't know if any-
body executed him or if he was shot or what. I remember a
dead man in a trench.
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Q. One or two or more?

A, I remember just one, sir, I think because I
went over to the CP again, and it was at my CP where that
trench was. ‘

Q. And this had been cne of the individuals that you .
had picked up earlier in the afternoon?

A. I know that one of the individuals that I picked
up, I'm almost positive, was sent in, that Captain KOTOUC had
taken him in. Somebody took him in, because when we went in
someone says, "Do you remember that man with the red outfit
on? He was a card-carrying member since 1942, and they got
two whole tapes of information on him." The other ones I
couldn't say. It seems to me that there were six men or so
that were captured. They were POW's that we had carried a-
long. They were between the company CP and Captain MICHLES
part of the time, near a stone wall there or something like
that. They were all sitting around that wall one time when
I went up to the company CP.

Q. But, you didn't see anybody shoot anybody?

A. No sir, I did not.

MR MACCRATE: Did you see Sergeant PHU with Captain KOTOUC at
the time of this interrogation? Do you remember seeing Ser-
geant PHU at the laager site that evening?

A. No, sir. He certainly must have been there. He
was with the company all the time, but I can't say that I

remember seeing Sergeant PHU standing there.

Q. At one place or another, you just don't remember
him standing there?

A. No, sir, not at a specific time.

MR WEST: Do you recall Captain MEDINA assembling the pla-
toon leaders and discussing the matter of body count?

A. -Yes, sir.

Q. Could you tell us what happened?

A. He had us inside his CP area and he said that he

wanted so many men from each platoon to help with the unload-
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ing of the helicopter when it came down for RON, and that's
one of the things he told us when he had us all back. He
said, "What is the body count?" I gave him a number of six
for my platoon. I knew some of my platoon had done some
firing that day, and everybody else gave a body count, and
I didn't want to say nothing. I hadn't actually seen any-
body killed. But you don't always see them killed when you
give your body count anyway. I didn't. The total number
came out to 128. WNow, how that was broken down besides my
six, I can't say. But, I remember quite distinctly 128.

0. What did these six of yours consist of?
A. He just said a body count, sir. Lieutenant BROOKS
gave a number. Lieutenant CALLEY gave him a number. I did-

n't have a number to give him, so I said sir, a half-dozen.

MR MACCRATE: Was the 128 just for Charlie Company?

A. I don't know sir. I think it was just for Charlie
Company .

10: What number did CALLEY give?

A. I don't know, sir. Mine was six, and I've thought

about this, too, after reading it in the paper. How many did
each person give? And, I can't say. I know I said six, a
half-dozen. And, I know the total number is 128, but I don't
know what each individual platoon leader gave.

Q. What ever prompted you to give six?

A. Because I knew my men had fired during the day.
I'm the new man in the company. The other platoon leaders
gave a number, and I wasn't going to say nothing. I knew
somebody must have killed somebody that day. So I just said
six.

MR WEST: You just gave an estimate?

A. It wasn't even an estimate. How can I estimate
without seeing? I gave him a number.

Q. It was a guess?

A. Right.

Q. This is supposed to represent VC killed?
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A. Yes, sir. That's what I thought when he asked
for a kill count.

Q. When you heard these other numbers, what did
you think they represented?

A. I thought it was a hell of a lot of people, be-
cause I hadn't seen that many people.

Q. Did you have any suspicion that they might have
been counting civilians, dead civilians?

A. Yes, sir, that's what I'd probably think. I
mean, I doubt if there was 128 all-out enemy there.

Q. Had your platoon been fired on at all that day?
A, I can't say, sir. I had one or two incoming

rounds over my head that day. There was a lot of other
firing going on. But, no one else had reported any really
heavy activity.

Q. But no men of your platoon were wounded or killed
that day?
A. No, sir.

COL MILLER: After you had gotten into your laager area, or
about that time, did you hear anything about making a sweep
back through the village of My Lai to count bodies?

A. No, sir, I did not.

Q. Did you hear any order with respect to that come
over the radio, not to you, but to Captain MEDINA or someone
else in the company?

A. No, sir. The next day we moved back up here, where
Lieutenant CALLEY got wounded, I believe. It might be another
small hill. I left at noon the next day.

Q. Did you at any time move back into the village of
My Lai?

A. No, sir. ©None of the company did as far as I know.
I0: Let me ask you about the 128 again. You're sure

this figure is 128 that you remembered from that time, or is
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this something that you read in some newspaper or something?

A. I believe I read that same number, too. But I
- think that number is what I remember from that day.

Q. Could you be getting a little confused about the
total body count of both Charlie Company and Bravo Company?
A, Yes, sir, I said that. I said I wasn't sure. I'm
sure that I said six. I'm sure that the number 128 was men-
tioned. That's all I'm sure of.

COL FRANKLIN: How old were you at that time?

A. I was 23, I believe.

Q. ' Did you go to OCS?.

A. | Yes, I did.

0. This was your first real combat action. You ve

made a combat assault and you have never really seen blood
before. You'd lost a squad the day before. You're seeing
a lot of things that you've never seen before. And you
mentioned that you were shocked. Would you just describe
for us some of the feelings that you had and the thoughts
that went through your mind as you heard the bamboo popping
and you ran across these bodies? What did you think about
this organization that you had joined, the United States
Army, and C Company, and the rest of these things?

A, : Well, I could take 2 days to tell you everything
that went through my mind. Things that stand out that I re-
member, starting from the beginning, when we landed, and I
could hear firing, and nobody was getting hit. I thought
when you shot, you came close or you hit somebody. There was
nobody getting hit in that part. I was nervous, just like I
am now, and my mouth was dry, and I was a little scared, and
I didn't know what the hell I1'd do if somebody got killed or
shot, or if somebody started moving at us. It was all--I
didn't know, period. I knew what I was supposed to do. I
didn't know what I'd do. When the "old man" told us to move
down to the side of the village, we moved down there and I
was scared. We were standing up in that grass hearing a lot
of firing. The gunships were moving overhead firing, and we
were making real pretty targets. All right. We didn't have
any activity. We went down and came back. We heard firing.
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. My reflexes, of course, I looked and couldn't see anything.
We quit firing and moved back to the eastern side of the
village, moved in, and as soon as we got in the village, I
saw a small child about 3 years old, lying in the path.
You've got to understand that I'm a country boy, and I was
living out in the sticks and all this stuff, and I wasn't
used to it. None of it. We moved on farther, and, like I
said, when I started down to the "old man" I saw some more
people lying in the path. When I saw them I wanted--there
was a lot of blood, and some women and some babies and

there were some young boys. I shouldn't say babies. There
were some young children, I don't ever remember seeing a
really small baby, dead in the village. I kept looking at

my RTO and he kept looking at me, and I don't know what he
had seen before that. I can't say. But he looked just

about as nervous as I was. I saw these people and the first
thing I wondered was should the medics patch them up, and

the medic walked by and said there was nothing that we can

do for that one there. I could hear that that one was still
breathing. He was just all tore up. We moved on, and I told
the CO. The medic, I believe, stopped off there. I can
remembexr talking to him only one time. I remember seeing

the medic there with the man that was wounded. I saw the

man wounded, and he didn't seem to be hurt too bad, so that
didn't bother me much. I saw all these people right out here
in the open. Now, that did bother me. I couldn't under-
stand how they got killed. When they're in the road like
that. Usually when you start firing they'll run for a bunker
or cover, They are so used to it they know what to do. But
these people didn't know. I walked back over to my men, and
I sat down. I was getting irritated. I couldn't talk to my
people whenever I wanted them. I couldn't get radio communi-
cations. I was angry. We were sitting, and they would say
move, stop, move, stop. I couldn't see enough of what was
going on. And, I almost--just couldn't see enough of it. I
couldn't see what was actually happening. We moved out here
beside a ditch, and by then the shock was almost over with,
and I saw those people in the ditch on the far side of the
village. I went back to the "old man" and he seemed a little
nervous, not too bad. The other platoon leaders were nervous.
Everybody just talking and kind of excited all the time.

That night was when it really hit me, when we sat down and I
started thinking about this stuff. I thought it would be more
like, some of these guys they see this thing and now I, my-
self, see these things. It doesn't bother me today, now,

but maybe when I have a few kids of my own or some grandchil-
dren and I get to be 60 or 70 and haven't got anything better
to do and I start think about this, it might bother me then.
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I was thinking of the consequences. If I were those people
and when I'm old, that day, and see what they might feel like
some day. I thought it was an awful lot of blood. Like I
told Sergeant LOPEZ, I couldn't take it. I couldn't. It
was just too many dead people. Too many what seemed like non-
combatants dead. There was something else that kept running
through my mind: what if we ever had a war here in the States,
and someone came through my home town and that happened. I
was imagining what those people felt who were alive in that
village after that day. Generally just a lot of frustration,
some anger, and a lot of wonder as to whether this actually
went on, I couldn't see it. And, I never imagined it would
be like that. I always thought it was 1like in the movies.
You got on line, you used fire, maneuver, a little firepower,
the gunships, call the artillery, and move in on the enemy
and you maybe didn't see him, but if you saw him and you had
a rifle, you shot him. I found out that it wasn't like that.
That's why I was so surprised. Here everything that I had
been taught for a year, better than a year, just didn't seem
like that's the way they taught it to me. I don't know what
else I can say about that.

0. One other question. What is this grey smoke you
mentioned? :
A. ' I was wondering myself, too, why I thought it was

grey smoke. White smoke always marked an enemy position.
Red smoke was always--that was what the SOP for the day was.
You couldn't ever pop white smoke or red smoke, because that
meant an enemy position. It just seems to me that there was
grey smoke dropped on the position where the pilot shot this
man with a weapon, dropped down in the helicopter to mark
the position where the weapon was. Like I said, this was
tall rice, and we wouldn't have found.it if he didn't mark
the area. '

0. Well, was it WP?

A, Well, I don't think it was WP. They were too
heavy. There was nobody carrying it. There is a white smoke
grenade. '

Q. ~ Thank you very much.

I0: Mr. LACROSS, you saw Captain MEDINA down there on
the southern end of the village the first time. Did you

tell him about all the dead women and children that you had
seen? . .
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A. I don't believe I mentioned it to him, sir. I
think he saw that one 3 year old, or what ever it was,
as he come into the village, right here (indicating). I
don't remember mentioning anything to him. GLIMPSE was
with me. I probably did.

Q. When he called you back to the eastern end of
the village, did you tell him about the women, children and
noncombatants you had seen that day?

A, No sir, he walked right through there, through the
same paths and he saw everything I saw except for a few that
were in through here (indicating).

Q. When he took the body count that nlght, was any-
thing said by anybody about the figures given, that these in-
cluded women and children and so on.

A. Not to my knowledge, sir. Now, you'll have to
understand a little bit about. Captain MEDINA. He was the
boss of the outfit, and there wasn't any doubt about it. If
you had something to say, it better be good. If you had a
question, it better make some sense. He never sat around and
"BS'd" with the officers. If he did, it was a rare occasion.
I can remember it once when he left the company, and once be-
fore that. He didn't believe in fraternizing. It had to be
something pertaining to the mission and something of impor-
tance.

Q. You had been given a year's training, and up to
this time had a year's experience. Part of your training
had to do with the Geneva Conventions and the rules of land
warfare. That which you observed was, in fact, an atrocity.
Everybody is supposed to report these atrocities. What I'm
trying to find out is if you or anybody else reported this
so it could enter the proper chain of command?

A, I understand from the papers that there was word
given out, and from the CID man that came to talk to me, I
understand the word was given out not to write to your congress-
man por report it. And, this is something that I had never
heard about. He asked me, "Do you think that Captain MEDINA
is the kind of man that would say this thing?" And, I said
"No." And, he said, "Well, he did. We have other people that
say he did." I said, "All right, but I didn't hear it." To
me it was an atrocity. I don't need the Geneva Conventions

to tell me that it was an atrocity. I know myself. As far

as reporting it, Captain MEDINA, like I say, was the boss.
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If he thought there should have been something done about it--
he never left any doubt in your mind as to who was the boss.
You didn't do anything unless he told you. And you'd better
do it when he does tell you. I'm sure you have the same im-
pression from everybody that has worked with him. He was a
strict man in some senses of the word. I'm not saying that

is my excuse for not going ahead and calling up to brigade or
to someone else and saying look, I think something terrible
happened here and something should be done about it. It
wasn't just Captain MEDINA there. Captain MICHLES' company
was there. But he wasn't near the My Lai (4) area. Captain
KOTOUC was there. There was other people in the company. I
had just joined the company, and I was probably the only
really new replacement there because we weren't down to low
enough strength to start getting replacements. I didn't hear
anybody else say anything about it. It was like I was just
waiting. Like I said to Sergeant LOPEZ, "I can't take this
again." I really couldn't. I couldn't stand to go through

it again. ‘And Sergeant LOPEZ says, "Well, it doesn't happen.”
This is the only time that he had seen it happen. And, I said
"Good, I hope it doesn't happen again." As far as going ahead
and reporting it, that never really entered my mind to go
ahead and buck Captain MEDINA, to go and report it to somebody
else. I know it's in the Geneva Conventions that these things
are supposed to be reported, because I've heard it, sir, but
I've never been to a command information meeting where a
company commander said this to his men. Not one time while

I was in the service had I heard that thing mentioned. I
never remember reading it anyplace either.

Q. That you had heard what mentioned?

A, That you should go ahead and report these thlngs
above channels. Do you know what I mean?

Q. Yes.

A, I don't ever remember it. They say it's in the

Geneva Conventions, but people say that every GI knows it.
How come I never- heard about it? I made every command in-
formaton meeting, and I don't ever remember reading it or
hearing it, that one particular thing, that you should go
above the next person in your chain of command and report
it, and make sure it gets known. I mean, the paper is
making the GI look like a dummy by saying that, and a GI
is not a dummy. - So I don't see why they say this stuff
about him that all the GI's here in this company should
have reported it. As far as I'm concerned I didn't hear
it, so I don't expect my men to go ahead and report it if
they dldn t know it.
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Q. When you arrived in country in the Americal Divi- '
sion, did you go to an indoctrination period?

A. No, sir. We arrived as a brigade. We had I quess
what you could call an indoctrination period. We arrived at
Qui Nhon and moved by vehicle convoy up to Carantan at Duc
Pho. We stayed there approximately a week practicing CA's
and local ambush patrols, letting everybodv just get used to
the climate, and how to set up. a bunker, and used to the area.
We didn't have any--we just had movies, regular entertainment
type movies. I never attended a meeting or anything pertain—
ing to the Geneva Conventions.

Q. Well, when did you arrive in country? You indicat-
ed to me that you joined this outfit just three weeks before.

A. I arrived in Hawaii and joined the 1l1lth Brigade in
October. I was assigned as a liaison officer, headguarters
company. But, the colonel said that he didn't need another
liaison officer at the time, so I was supposed to work as

the executive officer of headquarters company. Headquarters
company isn't allowed an executive officer under TO&E, but

I worked there anyway. Shortly after we got there, in country,
I was supposed to start as the liaison of S3 again, but they
still didn't need one, so I stayed with headguarters comnpany
setting up mess halls and off-the-wall jobs. We moved from ‘
LZ Carantan where we spent those first 3 weeks, approx-
imately, to LZ Thunder, farther to the south. I was there
about a week, or maybe 2 weeks, and I was in the same thing
which was going with a jeep or a truck and getting supplies
for the colonel up at the forward fire base, mail, and just
seeing about odds and ends for the headquarters personnel.

All right, when this other first lieutenant, whatever his name,
was, I can't remember, who had my platoon before I did, was
dead, got wounded, it was about 1000 when the colonel came
into the messhall and said, "You are 'going to the field-

where they need a new lieutenant. You are going to Charlie
Company, Task Force Barker." And that's when I left, right
there. That was about 27 February, if I remember correctly.

Q. You were not given any. 1ndoctr1nation by the unit
that was already there at LZ Bronco, at Duc Pho?

A. They were part of the 4th Division, I believe, and som
of their officers came over and talked to our officers. I

remember something about the company commanders and the exec- -
utive officers. And they went out with them on ambush patrols.
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A lot of people went out in some cases, but I never went.

Q. Do you recall the division commander coming down
with the judge advocate and giving a lecture on the Geneva
Convention rules and the rules of land warfare?

A. There was a general that came and visited us one
day, but he was from the United States, at LZ Carantan. Now
that's before I moved to Thunder, and he just gave us sort
of a pep talk and morale talk. That was it.

Q. Do you know who the general was?

-A. No, sir, I don't.

Q. Do you know your division commander?

A. I went up for a general's aide interview. That's

where I went the next day after the My Lai incident,and I
spoke the assistant division commander, I believe it was
Colonel Young, at the time. I only spoke to him for a couple
of minutes. I'd recognize the division commander's name. It
started with an A, but I can't think of it.

Q. The division commander 's name at the time began
with a K, KOSTER.

A. All right, sir, but we had another division comman-
der come in right after that because I went up for another
interview at that time also. Or, maybe I'm getting kind of
confused here. ‘

MR MACCRATE: Mr. LACROSS, we have here a book of photographs
that we understand were taken on the day of the operation. I
would like you just to leaf through the book and stop when
you see something that you recognlze. Either an event or
individuals that you can identify in the photographs, so that
we may make a note of it for the record.

A. This is LZ Dottie.

Q. P-26 (Exhibit P-26).

A. LZ Dottie.

.Q. All right, take a look at P-29? Can you distin-

guish anyone in that photograph?
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A, No sir.

Q. P-30?

A. That could be a man named bELPOME.

Q. | It could be DELPOME? |

A. Yes sir, but I can't be sure.

Q. P-25?

A. Sergeant GRIMES.

Q. P-567?

A. Sergeant LOPEZ. But, I can't be pésitive.

Q. P-24 is the same. P-64?

A. Yes, this is a man named SMITH, G.A., I believe.
0. SMITH is leading the line in P-64? Followed by

DELPOME? 1Is that the scene swinging south in the field that
you referred to?

A, Not the same one, sir. It looks 1like it's pro-
bably the same location although it's not the same picture

I saw. It was the one before, and they were going like this
and GRIMES and DELPOME and MACDONALD, I believe.

Q. Were you accompaning them at the time P-64 was
taken?
A I can't say for sure. Like I said, I was on that

side of the village, and I was on the southern end. I can't
say if this is the same place because it doesn't have My Lai
(4) in it.

Q. Well, we understand that these pictures were
taken that day.

A. But, we weren't in My Lai (4) all day. This
could have been taken someplace on the other side.

Q. These pictures are arranged in chronoldgical or-

der so that what you are looking at now is on the west side
of the village. Can you identify anyone on P-63?
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A. No, sir. That looks like GRIMES, but I can't
tell. He was wearing a thing on.the back of his helmet, but
a lot of people did, too.

0. P-62.
A. This is the Indian boy, but I can't think of his
name. He was a real qulct man. I could recognize his name

on a roster.
Q. Do you remember the incident?
A. No sir.

COL FRANKLIN: Do vou call him "Chief"?

A. That's right, sir.
0. ARCOREN? ‘
A. I recall the "Chief." But that wasn't his name.

If I could have a roster I could show you his name. You
see, all these pictures are back shots, and I can't tell.

Qo P—38-

A. ' .This looks like about where‘the man was shot.
But I don't remember the boy being there on the side of him.
The man was shot in the foot, the American soldier, CARTER.

0. P-60.

A, That's Sergeant GRIMES.

Q. P-14.

A, This is DELPOME.

Q. A P?68. Do you recognize anyone here?

A. _ There wete some houses in there like this. I re-

member the houses. No, I can't recognize anyone. I remem-
ber potatoes being burned the next day, but I don't remember
them that day. -

Q- P—69,
A. This looks like DUSTIN.
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Q.  P-4l.

A. I'm not sure, but that looks like out on that
trail.

Q P~41 could be coming out on the southern side of

the village.

A. It looks like a lot more peopie than I saw there.
0. .~ P-67. '

A. This is obviously Sergeant PHU.

Q. P-66.

A. This is Sergeant PHU here too.

Q. Can you identify the mén‘in the background of the
picture? : | \ .

A. * "That looks like MURRAY, but I can't say for sure.
Q. Looks like who?

A. MURRAY, the “old man's" RTO. And, thig looks 1like
MACDONALD.

Q. That is the Negro in the middle of the picture.
A. I think it's either him or ahother_sérgeant E-6.

I think it's Sergeant MITCHELL. But there is another ser-
geant, Sergeant BAKER, who looked a lot like him.

Q. Did you see this old man with the two very young
children? '
‘A, I think thisvis the old man, the one that I told.

you about when we came in here by the edge, and Captain _
MEDINA was walking behlnd me with the old man. I think that
is the one. )

Q. You think this is the old man that you ran into
shortly after you entered the village.

A. : It could very well be, right.
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This is the mah who shot himself ih.the foot.

Q. P-7, this is CARTER, the man who shot himself in

the foot.

A. This is the battalion head medic at the time. I
would recognize his name on the roster.

Q. P-36. Attending CARTER. Do you recogniée him?
A. No. I know that he's in the company, but I don't
know his name.

Q. P-8.

A. This is Captain MEDINA.-

Q. Captain MEDINA in 'the background talking on his
radio? v

A. Yes sir, he's talking on the radio. This is

Specialist MURRAY.

Q. Next to Captain MEDINA on the left is Specialist
MURRAY --
A. (Interposing) This man was an engineer. He was

attached to us to blow up mines or tunnels that we might
find. He was a tall skinny guy.

Q. To the left of Mr. MURRAY?

A. ~ Now, this is the head medic, and BERNHARDT.
Q. BERNHARDT, to the right, on P-10.

You indicated that you did not see them dustoff
CARTER, is that correct?

A, Yes. .

Qo P_l3o

A. This is Lieutenant ALAUX, our artillery FO.

Q. Can you just go down the back for us?
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A, Yes but I'm only 901ng to get to here (1nd1cat1ng)
This is the platoon sergeant in mortars, the guy's name is
MARONEY, Sergeant MARONEY. And, this is Sergeant PHU, and
this is an attached person from the four-deuce platoon, FLYNN,

Q. FLYNN?
A. FLYNN.
Q. The one with his hat off and his helmet off, and

his hands behind his head.
Now, were you there when P-13 was taken?
A. ' I could have been.

Q. Does that look like the place where you went a-
cross to meet with Captain MEDINA?

A. I think so, sir. This is where the man was wound-
ed. S '
Q. And you would put this just east of the trail

- that comes in at the center point on the south 51de of the
village? _

A. Right. This picture here reminds me of an inci-
dent that happened a long time ago, but I don' t recognize
the houses.

Q. ‘Well, if you will look more closely you will no-
tice that in P-17 you can find and identify the figures in
P-13. In fact the man identified as FLYNN still has his
arms behind his head. '

A. Okay. - Now, I can see the FO here, and this must
be MARONEY. Those are probably members of the mortar pla-
toon. Sergeant MARONEY is the mortar platoon leader, I mean
mortar platoon sergeant. :

Q. Were you present when the photographer and the

correspondent were flown out?
A. When they left the area?
0. Yes? |
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A. I would have no way of knowing when they left. I
would suppose they left when we exchanged supplies that after-
noon, when we got our supplies.

Q. We understand that this photograph P-17 was taken
at the time of the 1lift-off, and my question is whether you
were present at the time of that lift-off?

A; See, I was at the other side of the village.

Q. Do you think you were on the other 51de of the
village at that time?

A, At that time.. I believe that picture to be taken
in here, and like I said, I talked to Captain MEDINA down
here (indicating).

:-_Q. | You believe the picture to be taken at the south--
A, (Interp051ng) They were fac1ng this way (indi-
cating).

Q. And, you talked to Captaln MEDINA towards the
. southwest part of the village. :

" Do you know Lieutenant JOHNSON?

A. He was one of the information offlcers for the
brigade. I know he was a lieutenant, but I didn't know his
name. He didn't talk to me.

Q. ' Can you identify where P-58 was taken? Is that
the laager area on the night of the 1lé6th?

A, I don't remember any people being in the laager
area. I was the last one to get there, and there may have
been some when we first got there, but I didn't see them.
This looks like Lieutenant BROOKS.

0. " on P-23, it looks like Lieutenant BROOKS?

A. 'On the left. You know, it's really hard to say.
It's a llttle hard to recognize. :

Q. - Could it be Captain MICHLES?

A. ’ 'No, I remember him to be a lanky méh, about 33.
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Q. Can you identify the individuals in P-1287

A. ’ This is Sergeant SMAIL.

Q. Sergeant SMAIL in the foregrdund?

A. Right. That probably is MACDONALD, but I can't
remember. : : '

Q. ‘Were you present when that photograph was made?
A. I don't think so. |

Q. Can you identify anyone in P-12?

A. ' This is the RON position.

Q. This is the what?

A. The RON position, where we dug-in for the night,
I believe.

0. This is the laager area on the night of the 16th?fe
A, This is the river over here.» This isvSergeant
GRIMES. | . :

Q. Sergeant GRIMES on the right.

A, This is SMAIL.

Q. '  SMAIL is in the middle of the picture.

A. vThis is Smitty. I can't remember-—see, I had two

SMITH's. G. A., and SMITH, R. D. I think G. A. was the Negro,
and SMITH, R. D., was the Caucasian.

Q. The man to the left is SMITH, R. D.

A. ’ This man here, I don't even remember his name.

He was a friend of DOHERTY's, and he went to LRRP shortly
after that. But I can't think of his name.

Q. ; Do you know what they were doing at that time?

A, They were digging their position. They had these
holes around where the CP was, and it was real soft sand and
good for making foxholes. So that's where they were digging
them.
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I0: We've brought you to the night of the l6th. 1Is
there anything else that you can recall about the night of
the 1l6th?

A. I remember off to the northwest we had some move-
ment in some houses over there. It was late at night, so I--
it seems like all we did was hear the movement. We never
- did put any fire over there.

Q. Do you recall Captain KOTOUC departing the area,
or do you recall any other helicopters coming to move the
Natlonal Police?

A. The next morning I recall some helicopters coming
in, but I don't know who they took out or what they took out.
It's possible that Captain KOTOUC stayed the night. You see,
I thought it was kind of strange that he would stay the

- night. Most of the staff officers didn't stay the night.
Other than that, it was pretty quiet. Everybody was a little
scared because we were by this river, and because we had
expected so much contact, and we were close to the Pinkville
area that was a heavily populated area and everybody expected
- something, and nothing did happen.

Q. When you were in your laager site that night, and
you were with Bravo Company as well, did you hear something
that might have occurred other than at My Lai (4)7?

“A. ~ No, sir. I had no contact with them. Like I
said, I didn't even remember seeing Captain MICHLES. I was
‘on this side of the perimeter, and they were over here,
directly opposite us.

Q. Had YOu ever heard of a village by the name of
Co Luy? o
A. The only thing I can say, sir, is the next day

when I was picked up, and I can't even say where I was pick-
ed up, by the helicopter to go for the interview. When he
picked me up, we were pretty close to this river. At least
that's where I think we were, and when we went up in the air
I could see hootches on the ground that had been burned on
this other side.

Q. On the 17th Charlie Company had moved down to the
east of Hill 85, through thé village of My Khe (3) and My

Khe (1), and down toward the village of My Khe (2). Do you
remember any action My Khe (2), (3), or (1)?
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A. We burned what must have been My Khe (3). We
burned a lot of hootches where there were no people. Every-
body had left. I believe that Lieutenant CALLEY got wounded
at the base of Hill 85, and the other man lost his foot.

Q. MEADLO?

A. MEADLO, yes. I believe so. I didn't know that
Lieutenant CALLEY got hurt. We sat down someplace that must
have been just south of My Khe (1), and Lieutenant CALLEY
came up and his face was all dried blood and stuff. I hadn't
been hurt or nothing, but he was wounded and bleeding, but
nothing too serious. And that's when I left. I believe it
was south of My Khe (1). And then when I joined the company .-
they were back at Dottie a couple of days later.

Q. - You turned the platoon over then to Sergeant LOPEZ?
Ao ! Right.
Q. .You did not accompany the rest of the people down

to My Khe (2)?

A, T 1eft about 1130.

Q. 'And, you must have gone back to LZ Dottie?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Aﬁd, then from there on up to division headquartérs 

at Chu Lai?
A, Yes sir.

Q. After you had returned to your company, did you
hear anythlng about an investigation?

A, No, sir. ©Nothing whatsoever.

Q. Did you hear any instruction that people should
keep quiet about what happened at My Lai (4)?

A. '~ No, sir.

Q. Were you ever interviewed by anybody?

A, " Not once, sir. No one ever asked me?
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| Q. Did you ever write out any statements?
A. No, sir. |
Q. Conderning what might have happened that day?
A. No, sir, nothing.

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember any of the chaplains whom your
company came in contact with that talked to you about what
happened at My Lai (4)? '

" A. No, sir.

Q. You said that on 17 March you were lifted out and
you went to Chu Lai for an interview?

A. ~ 8ir, I stopped at Dottie and then I rode up to
Chu Lai.
Q. And, you believe that on that day you spoke with

General‘YOUNG°

A, It was a Colonel YOUNG, sir. I went in there and
they didn't know that I was supposed to go up there. I didn't
have any clothes. I Jjust took what I could find. I didn't
have any rank or anything. And I went up there and nobody
knew why I was there or anything, and I told them why I was
there. I was kind of late, so they rushed me in and I talk-
ed to a full colonel for a period of 10 minutes or less,

and after that we left. There was approximately five or six
people interviewed for this position.

I0: Are you sure it was Colonel YOUNG, or was it
Colonel PARSON?

A, Colonel YOUNG sticks in my mind, sir.

MR MACCRATE: I have nothing further.

MR WEST: Nothing, sir.

A. Sir, if it is any help, the brigade sergeant

major was a real big guy, deep voice, tall about 6-foot-4,
about 240 pounds.
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MR WEST: Do you know whether anybody else in the company
was questioned by anybody investigating the My Lai incident?
A. No; sir. After it happened?

Q. Ip Vietnam, after it happened.

A. None was ever reported to me.

I0: Do you recall whether you might have'written‘any

letters now describing this that might be available?

A, There was heavy contact. I wrote home to my
folks. I may have mentioned the number 128 and those kills
were turned in, but other than that I didn't go into detail.
That's about it.

COL MILLER: When you were in being interviewed, didn't any-
body ask you what you had been doing for the last day or two?

A. ‘  The colonel who interviewed me asked me where we
~were, and I pointed down to the Pinkville area, and I said
that we were right down around there. He just said, "Okay."

I0: What time of the day did you get up there?

A, About--I got picked up, sir, around--it was early
for chow, so it would have to be around 1100 hours, or 1130.
So I got into the base camp at LZ Dottie some time before
noon. I ate chow, and I went up to division. I'd say I
didn't get to division before 1400, and I was through with
the interview by 1500 or 1530.

Q. Are yvou sure you talked to Colonel or General
YOUNG? o
A. Sir, there was a lieutenant at the desk as you

come in, and there was a major who was some sort of an aide,
and seemed to be conducting the general progress of the inter-
views. I went in and talked to a full colonel. He asked me
how things were, what I'd been doing, how long I'd been the
field, what unit I was with.

Q. He knew you were with C/1/207?

A. Well, I told him when hé asked me. I told him
that I was with 1/20.
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Q. Did you tell him that you had just come out of the
field, out of the Pinkville area?

A. I explained to him why I wasn't very well pre-
pared for the interview, and that I didn't have any clothes.
No one knew until this morning, and I pointed to the area
we were in. But we didn't go into any important details.

COL FRANKLIN: Two questions here, Lieutenant LACROSS. We
had somebody tell us that Lieutenant CALLEY was--Captain
MEDINA made a lot of fun of Lieutenant CALLEY. He was al-
ways down on him and never said anything good. And, this
.50 caliber thing that you related to us, was this typical,
and was this out of fun or meanness, or what?

A, I believe it was done in fun, sir. Lieutenant
CALLEY never seemed to suffer from the attention. I don't
think he was really persecuted by the man, not any more than
anybody else. I'm not saying that he persecuted people, but
it was in fun partly because Lieutenant CALLEY did take a
joke real well. But, it was usually--he was usually the
point or the man that the CO would make jest on. He wouldn't
do it in front of the enlisted men, just with the officers.

Q. A final question just for the record. You men-
tioned a 4.2 FO. We didn't know there was any 4.2's in Task
Force Barker. I don't understand that, what this guy did
or where the guns were.

A. The man's name is FLYNN. He was with our own 4th

platoon's area that was still based down around the Duc Pho
area. However, he had come to us to use. We always had a

four-deuce FO, always with the brigade. And he was almost
always attached to my platoon. But this day he wasn't. He
was with the company commander, because the CO thought he
could help call in artillery, or just to carry a radio, -be
an RTO for him. ’

I0: You talked quite a bit about this operation that
took place on the 1l6th. Mr. LACROSS, why do you suppose this
happened?

A. ‘ We never talked about why it happened. ' But one
night Sergeant LOPEZ and I talked about it, and somebody
might say My Lai (4). And, everybody would say "Yeah." But
it was never really discussed. I remember one time Lieute-
nant CALLEY and I were sitting some place, and he said,
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"Can't you see it some day? Someday you and I will be back
in the States,"--and I thought of this the day I saw his pic-
ture in the paper--and "You'll have to say goodbye to your
wife because we'll have to go down for the war crime trials
on Saturday." It was a joke, in jest. That is the first
thing I thought of when I saw the paper. But, we never
talked about it. I never discussed it.

Q. I would like you to say what you said. It was
so fast, I didn't get it? ,

A. Okay, we were talking one day about what it would
be like-~you know, what a GI talks about--when this is over
with and we were back home. 2And, Lieutenant CALLEY says,
"What if--" now, I'm not saying word for word, but, "What if
some day we would be back in the States and you would have ,
to tell your wife and kids that you can't be home this week-
end because you've got to go for the war trials," or some-
thing like that. That's what we said, and nothing else was
said about it. We never discussed it. It was all pretty
unpleasant to everybody Why it happened, sir, I don't know.
You can give your opinion like everybody else has done, but
you don't know for sure.

Q. Well, you had been in this company for over 3
weeks. You had a pretty good feel of it and the situation.
Why do you think that this unit proceeded to do this?

A. ' I'm not even saying they did, sir. I didn't see
anybody shoot anybody.

Q. You saw a lot of dead people.

A. . That's right, sir. I know my company went through
there, but I'm not so sure they did this, because I didn't
see it. I saw one person get shot at. The company definitely
was, let's see,.in less than 3 weeks, there were 16 men who
were either really wounded or dead. The wounded men or the
dead men were gone, and they hadn't shot at anybody. They
hadn't seen anybody. All they could see is their own men.
When you see one man fall down, and he falls on this mine,
and he rolls over and hits another one, and another one, and
another one, and he is finally dead, and you've been with
them a while, the men get aggressive and they start to re-
sent it when they see their own people killed. ' Like 16,
that's a lot of people, half of a working platoon. They
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tried to, apparently, from what I was told, they tried to
get in there and were twice repelled. They'd get on the
bridge and they got stopped, wherever the bridge was. This
time they were doing to go in there and they--everybody seem-
ed, everybody up the line wanted them to go in there and
clean up, just kick the enemy's butt all over. The way they
scrubbed them before is that they tried to get some men a-
cross the bridge, and they might get one or two across, and
everybody would still be out in the field, and they would
get pinned down by automatic fire. This time they got in
and a lot of people were killed. I don't know who did it.

Q. How many bodies did you see again?
A. No less than 35 and no more than 40, sir.
Q. Do you have any idea why thlS number of civilians

were killed, whatever the number was that you saw, 35 or 40,
and you were just one individual? Do you have any idea why
this wasn't reported to the proper authorities?

A. No, sir. I imagine that part of it is because,

like that CID man told me, Captain MEDINA had mail checked

or something, or had mail held up. That's what the CID man
told me. I imagine that there were men that wrote about it
and tried to complain about it and probably got stopped if

that was the case.

Q. After this operation was terminated, what did
Charlie Company do? '

A. We returned to LZ Dottie, and I can't, it just'
seems to me that we pulled--

Q. (Interposing) Were you there when your company
returned from the field?

A. Yes, sir, I believe I returned at noon and I asked
Major CALHOUN if I should go out and rejoin the company in
the field. He said, "No. They're coming in in just a lit-
tle while." And so I met them, and I went out by the LZ

when the choppers came in and met the "old man" and we walked
down.

I0; Did you see the first 1lift come in from the field?
A, Yes, sir, I think so.
(LACROSS) 65 : APP T-129

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. N Do you remember somebody talking to him when
they came in? '

A. No, sir. I was down in the tent just down the
road a ways, and they didn't have very many choppers as I
recall. Now, the LZ that you have in the picture where
we're CA'ing out of is not where they landed or where most
of them landed.

Q. Do you remember a group of them coming in on a
CH-47, or a "hook"? Do you remember a group .of officers
getting them together and talking to them about the operation?

A, No, sir. The CO came in a regular'HUey. They
could have brought them in on the other LZ, and that was
over the hill. I would have heard them. '

Q. I take it, then, that you rejoined:the platoon.
A. . Yes, sir.

Q. What did the company do after that?

A- | ' I don't know, sir. I'm a little bit blank on

that. What I remember after that, where we moved to was to
the north and a little bit east of Dottie. I believe that
we went on the Golden Fleece operation.

Q.. What is the Golden Fleece operatioh?

A, That's where we went out to operate in small units
like squads and platoons to protect the people while they
harvested their rice because there were so many VC and NVA
~in the area.. And, we went out and stayed about a week and
just walked around.

Q. You spent about a week on that?

A. Yes, sir. A week or 10 days at the most. And

I think we came back to Dottie. And then from Dottie I be-
lieve we went farther up north to--it wasn't Bong Son. It
was another area.

Q. ‘ Do you remember joining your parent battalion,
the 1/207?
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A. .Yes, sir. That's when we went back. That's when
we went farther north. Que Son.

Q. Que Son?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. According to the record that we have, Task Force

Barker was disestablished on 9 April 1968. Would that
have been about the right time that you joined your battalion?

A. ” Yes, sir, about then, I believe.

COL MILLER: Did Captain MEDINA ever tell you not to discuss
this in any way?

A. No, sir.

Q. Are you of the opinion or do you feel that there
was an attempt to keep this quiet or to cover it up?

A. 'I didn't until the CID man told me what had
happened.
Q. I'm going to ask for your opinion now.. Suppose

someone came down at that time and talked to you, do you
think he could have gotten all the information? I think some-
body asked you that.

A. No, sir, I haven't been asked that. I doubt it.
It was a pretty close company and if somebody said, "Don't
tell anybody", everybody would get the story stralght. And
I think that. 1s the way it would be.

Q. There was no such thing said?
A. No, sir.
Q. If someone would have come down ihVestigatingvand

said, "I'm investigating, tell me what you saw, what happened?"
At that time do you think the people would say what they saw?

A, The "o0ld man" would know that the man was coming
to question. I think he would have called us and said,
"Now, whatever you tell him, go ahead and tell the truth,
but make sure you're all together so you don't get anybody
in trouble. Tell him what you saw happen, but make sure to
get it straight."
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I0: I don't quite get the meaning of what you said.
If somebody came down, for example, and you're a lieutenant
and somebody asks you to make a statement under oath--

Q. (Interposing) The "old man" would have talked to
us before, sir, before he let anybody question us. I think
he would have said, "Go ahead and tell exactly what you saw.
Don't tell anything that you didn't see." He would have been
straight about it, I think. ‘

Q. Well the point is then, according to what you say,
if somebody would have come down and had it been an investi-
gating officer, and had put people under oath, it would have
come out as to exactly what had happened. :

A. | Yes, sir.

Q. All_right. Now, that's just a little bit differ-
ent from the implication that you implicated before.

A. Weli, I'm sorry. I thought I was clear.

Q. Mr; LACROSS, we're putting together this whole

story in order to look at the investigative process, and we
have much of the story. But any little piece that we can
put together would be helpful. So, if you happen to know of
any documents, any memoranda, any maps, any reports, and-
photos, any kind of material that could be helpful to us, we
would like to have it. Do you know of anything that might
exist?

A. I had a camera that might exist, but I lost it in
Thailand on R&R. I don't remember any pictures in the area
of My Lai. No, sir. Just the same kind of maps that you have.:

MR WEST: Do you remember anyone taking photographs on that
morning at My Lal besides HAEBERLE?

A. No, sir. He's the only one that I remember. He
took a lot.

I0: Well, you have reconstructed part of the story in
your mind, and we have given you additional information here
this morning, and I am sure you're going to continue to think.
Now, sometime in the future some of these pieces may start
fitting together, and if you have some additional information
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above that which you have told us this morning, we would
like very much for you to get in touch with us at this office.

A. I have the phone number, sir.

Q. We would like very much to have the benefit of
this information. Do you have anything that you would like
to say or any particular questions that you would like to
ask at this time?

A. I just think that if I had GLIMPSE here, or some-
one like that, or if you would have monitored the conversa-
tion, I think a lot of this would have fallen in a lot better.
I think that they would recall a lot of things that they
didn't know. Get them both together--or three men, or what-
ever happened to be together at the time. This way, I'm sure
you can check it, things like that, but there are so many
things that you can't be certain of, and you don't want to
incriminate someone when it was 2 years ago. Your mind
naturally tries to push unpleasant memories out, and I think
that's happened a lot. If I do come up with anything I can
call.

I0: The hearing will recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1440 hours, 10 January

: (The hearing reconvened at 1525 hours, 10 January
1970.)

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order. The following
named person is present: COL WILSON.

; Mr. LACROSS I remind you that you are still under
ocoath., Before we begin with the photograph process, you
covered a good bit of the training activities when you en-
tered the country with General PEERS prior to recess. I .
have three exhibits here I would like to ask you about.
Exhibit M-2 is entitled "Nine Rules." It's a MACV wallet-
sized card. Have you ever seen that card?

A, I can't say for sure. I remember reading the
first rule on this card. "Remember we are guests here. We
make no demands, or seek no special treatment." I remember

seeing that, but I don't know where I read it. If it was on
this card or not, I can't say that I really do remember see- .
ing this card. I remember seeing a card with this stamp on
it though.
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- Q. You don't remember if you were issued this card
or not? : :
A. No, I don't.

Q. ' Exhibit M-3 is entitled the "Enemy in Your Hands."

Do you recall seeing that?

A, No, I don't. No, I don't remember seeing any of
the writing.

0. You don't remember that card?

A. . No, I don't remember this cérd.

Q. Exhibit.M—4, is a card entitled "Guidance for
Commanders." Do you remember seeing that one?

A, | No, I don't remember seeing that card.

Q. Do you know if any of the troops in your platoon

had this card?

A, If I could remember the card, I would remember
the guy who had it. But, I don't remember the card.

Q. You don't ever remember being issued these by any
member of the company? _

A, No, I don't.

Q. I 'd like to show you two more aerial photographs
for further orientation. This photograph you probably saw
in the booklet of photographs. But, I think for our pur-
pose of tracing your route of march through the village, it
might be helpful.

(COL WILSON oriented the witness on Exhibit P-45.)
A. All rlght, aftexr seeing this I can deflnltely say
that we did land in here, and we didn't land out here (indi-
cating).
Q. Okay, now we'll go to another one. Now, this

won't show the whole village, but it is a better one from a
detail standpoint. ‘
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(COL WILSON oriented the witness on a vertical
aerial photograph of My Lai (4), grid coordinates BS717689,
which was later received in evidence as Exhibit P-158.)

I just want you to know that this photograph is
available. The photograph that you used with General PEERS
to make some notes on I want to keep here. This photograph
here I want to keep here because many of these points that
you put on here I would like to also go on the one that we
work on. Now, before we start that, I have a roster of C
Company. I would like for you to go back to those photo-
graphs where you had trouble remembering names, and look
through this roster and see if you can glve us any more
names on the photo.

A. Now, this one I didn't see before elther. That's
Sergeant PHU (indicating on P-3).

Q. These are the people I'm asking for. The one's
that you didn't call off before.

A. Okay.
Q. P-4.
A. Now, this is CAPEZZA. The only way to tell is
that he has his medic's bag and his name on the back.
Q. P-4 is CAPEZZA.
A. He's the head medic. He's a SP5.
0. P-6.
A. Now, this is FLYNN as far as I can tell. He is
the four-deuce attached to our unit. '
Q. P-6 on the right corner is FLYNN.
p-9.
A, Now, I didn't see this picture. On the right is

WIDMER, right? The center is CARTER. And, on the left is
MAURO.

Q. P-10.
A, -BERNHARDT.
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Q. Did you have any reason to note that BERNHARDT
was going to report this incident? Did you ever say any-
thing to Captain MEDINA that BERNHARDT was talking about it?

A, BERNHARDT was not in my platoon.

Q. He was not in your platoon?

A, ' No. BERNHARDT has just always been a trouble

maker.

Q. P-13.

A. | You've got.FLYNN, PHU, and Sergeant MARONEY, and
Lieutenant ALAUX. The fourth man down is FLYNN.

Q. P-62. The "Chief," do you remember his name?

A, Tﬁis is WILLIAMS, Frank WILLIAMS.

Q. Okay, the man on the left, formerly referred to as
the "Chief", is Franklin D. WILLIAMS. : R

A. _ Right.

Q. I show you Exhibits P-147, 148, 149, and 150. Do
you recognize any of these four to be the Vietnamese that ’
were members of the National Police that you recall to have
been at the laager area on the night of the 16th?

A, I couldn't recognize any of those National Police.
- I remember they had sort of a white circular hat, sir, grey
hats. -

Q. -And grey uniforms?
A, Ahd, jungle-type uniforms.
Q. They. didn't wear helmets, did they?

A. No. I know that some of them did.i I remember
they had a chicken for supper that night.

.(COL WILSON handed the witness the aerial photo-

graph which was later entered into the record as Exhibit
P-157.)
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0. Now, you would place your landing zone at approx-
imately 50 meters out to the west?

A. About 75.

Q. Which direction was your helicopter facing when
it landed? » :

A. It was facing north.

0. (Marking Exhibit P-157) This point 1 is>Lieute-

nant LACROSS' helicopter facing north.

A. I was in the lead helicopter in the last 1lift, so
the helicopters have a 25 to 35 meter spacing between them,
so the drag helicopter--I think there were 4--how many heli-
copters were ‘there?

Q. There were nine.

A. Okay, the rest of them were spaced down through;
out here (indicating).

Q. | When you got off the helicopter, you said that
your platoon stayed at the helicopters?

A. Right.

Q. Which direction was the perimeter?

A. We had a circle like this.

Q. In other words, you're talking about a 75 meter

perimeter for your platoon. Do you know about how many men
were in that last platoon?

A. No.

Q. Point 2 is the 3d Platoon perimeter. What hap-
pened after that?

A. Okay, that's when the CO told us to go down here
to the south. Then we came back. We started down and then
we started back and then I called him, and started on the
way down again. But the smoke burned out before we got down
there. »
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Q. Do you remember this row of trees right here in
the west? '

A, Here's what I remember. I remember all the high
green or yellow rice. I remember a piece of high ground off
to the west. It was just a little ways away from us. That's
where the cow was laying. There were some trees on that
high ground. It was just a little to the west and to the
south of wher