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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ORELL, Seth R. CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 27 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSfGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: TOC Of f i ce r ,  G2, America1 
~ i v i s i o n .  

The witness,who was the  n igh t  s h i f t  TOC of f icer ,had  the  
r e r p o n s i b i l i t y  of wr i t ing  the  INTSUM (pg. 2 )  , and of b r i e f ing  
Genetal KOSTER a t  the  morning b r i e f i n g  (pg. 3) .  He explained 
the schedule i n  the  TOC during t h e  average evening (pg. 4 ) .  
On 16 March 1968, he worked t h e  day s h i f t  (pg. 5) and was 
preaent during the  evening b r i e f i n g  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  d id  not  
recall t h e  s p e o i f i c  b r i e f ing ,  nor any mention of 128 VC K I A  
(pg. 7 ) .  H e  d id  not  r e c a l l  General YOUNG questioning the  
low weapon count (pg. 8) .  H e  heard nothing of an a v i a t o r ' s  
confrontat ion,  t h e  evaauation of a wounded c h i l d ,  o r  a 
chaplain 's  complaint (pg. 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  comments from 
the generals  during the  b r i e f i n s h e r e  not  unusual (pg. 10) . 
H e  r eca l l ed  b r i e f i n g  an avia t ion  u n i t  which was not  the  
1236 Aviation Bat tal ion (pg. l o ) ,  bu t  which he c a l l e d  t h e  
"Black AcenC!ompany (pgs. 10, ll),which d id  not  work ou t  of 
Duc Pho (pg. 11). He knew of  no VC propaganda released [during 
this period (pgs. 1 2 ,  13), o r  of  any r epor t s  from the  v i l l a g e  
chief or t h e  province chief  (pgs. 13, 1 4 ) .  The witness 
stated t h a t  t h e  48th VC Bat ta l ion  was operat ing on t h e  
Batangan Peninsula a t  that time (pg. 1 5 ) ,  bu t  he d id  not  
recall the s t r eng th  of t h e  u n i t  (pg. 16) .  He reca l l ed  t h e  
count of 69 VC k i l l e d  by the a r t i l l e r y  prep (pg. 17) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0 9 2 5  h o u r s ,  27  January 
1970.) 

I 0: The h e a r i n g  qll come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN.  

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  Capta in  S e t h  R. ORELL. 

(CPT ORELL was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

Q o  
 Capta in  ORELL, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
s ta te  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n  
and s t a t i o n ?  

. -A.  S e t h  R e 1 1  ORELL, Cap ta in ,  I ' m  w i t h  t h e  
- 27th Company o f  t h e  school  b r i g a d e ,  F o r t  Benning, Georgia.  

-..Q. Thank you. 
-- --. 

-3 

I0: Capta in  ORELL, have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r ead  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ( E x h i b i t  M-57) ? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir ,  I have. 

Q a  Do you unders tand them o r  have any q u e s t i o n s  con-
c e r n i n g  them? 

I unders tand them, sir. 

Q- On my l e f t ,  Capta in  ORELL, i s  M r .  Robert  MACCRATE. 
H e  is. a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  M r .  MACCRATE h a s  vo lun tee red  h i s  
s e r v i c e s  t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  ass is t  us i n  t h e  conduct  o f  t h i s  
i n q u i r y  and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  counse l  t o  m e  and o t h e r  members 
o f  t h e  team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG, an Army c o l o n e l  
who has  been a s s igned  t o  t h e  i n q u i r y  t e a m  as an a s s i s t a n t  by 
t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Chief of  S t a f f .  M r .  MACCRATE and Colonel  
ARMSTRONG, a s  w e l l  a s  myse l f ,  may add res s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  
morning. You shou ld  know t h a t  w e  have o t h e r  teams such a s  t h i s  
t h a t  a r e  l i k e w i s e  t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I 
w i l l  have t h e  t a s k ,  o f  cou r se ,  of assembling t h e  r e p o r t s ,  weighing 
t h e  ev idence  and de te rmin ing  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

A s  a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r ,  you a r e  o r d e r e d  n o t  t o  d i s -  
cus s  your  t es t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
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o t h e r  wi tnesses  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  r equ i red  i n  
t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be d i r e c t e d  
t o  before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  admin i s t r a t ive  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
body. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  you may be reques ted  o r  r equ i red  t o  appear be fo re  one of 
t h e  congress ional  committees. More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  it i s  con-
ce ivab le  t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  as  a wi tness  be fo re  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Services  
Committee, i n  which event  your testimony and your appearance 
he re  would i n  no way preclude you from t e s t i f y i n g  o r  appearing 
be fo re  t h a t  body or o t h e r  such l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies .  I do n o t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  you've been c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q I see  no reason why you should be ,  bu t  i n  t h e  event  
t h a t  you a r e ,  your  appearance and your testimony h e r e  would i n  
no way change e i t h e r  the  e f f e c t  o r  the  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of such 
an o rde r ,  e i t h e r  by t h a t  judge o r  by any of t h e  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  
judges i n  any of t h e  o t h e r  cour t -mar t ia l  cases  which would 
probably develop o u t  of the  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  Do you have 
any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, s ir ,  

Q. Captain ORELL, would you i n d i c a t e  your duty assign-
ment w i t h i n  t h e  Arnerical Divis ion,  i n d i c a t i n g  when you joined,  
any reassignments you may have had and when you terminated your 
assignment t o  the d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I a r r i v e d  approximately 17 o r  18 December 1967. 
I was on o rde r s  t o  be assigned t o  t h e  196th Light  I n f a n t r y  
Brigade. However, wi th  t h e  Arnerical Divis ion forming, s i n c e  
I had some experience i n  working i n  d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  they 
picked me up t o  work i n  t h e  G 2  o f f i c e .  I was assigned t o  
G 2  a s  a TOC o f f i c e r  working t h e  n igh t  s h i f t ,  with t h e  respon-
s i b i l i t i e s  of w r i t i n g  t h e  INTSUM. I remained t h e r e  a s  an 
a s s i s t a n t  G 2  f o r  6 months. The l a t t e r  p a r t  of June,  I went 
t o  the  196th,  3rd B a t t a l i o n ,  2 1 s t  In fan t ry  and took over t h e  
r i f l e  company t h e r e .  I was r i f l e  company commander u n t i l  t h e  
time I l e f t ,  which was i n  December 1968. 

Q - Fine.  Captain ORELL, t h e  s o  c a l l e d  My Lai ( 4 )
i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968 became a mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge 
i n  view of the  p r e s s ,  r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  and s o  on, about 4 
t o  5 months ago, t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of September e a r l y  October 
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1969. Since t h a t  t ime, have you had any conversa t ion  wi th  
anybody from t h e  America1 Divis ion who may have been connected 
with any such i n c i d e n t ,  e i t h e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  t h e  re-
p o r t i n g  of such an i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of such an 
inc iden t?  

A.  The only person I have t a l k e d  t o ,  s i r ,  i s  Captain 
MEDINA. He i s  a f r i e n d  of mine. We were i n  the same c a r e e r  
course.  H e  had taken Major LOGAN'S p l a c e  when he went t o  t h e  
1st Squadron, 1st Cav. I knew him a t  t h e  TOC, and when t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s t a r t e d ,  I d i d  t a l k  t o  him, j u s t  asking how 
th ings  were. A l l  he s a i d  was they were a s  b e s t  they could be 
and t h a t  is  t h e  e x t e n t  of it, sir. 

Q. You haven ' t  t a l k e d  t o  anybody e l s e ?  

A. J u s t  maybe comment, common t a l k  t o  people t h a t  I 
knew i n  t h e  school o r  something, j u s t  t a l k i n g  about it, b u t  
nothing t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  somebody was a c t u a l l y  involved o r  
a l l eged  t o  be involved. 

Q Did you g e t  down t o  t a l k i n g  about what you remember? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  A t  f i r s t  I thought I might have remem-
bered, b u t  what i s  t h e  vaguest i n  my mind a t  t h a t  t ime and 
s t i l l  i s  r i g h t  now i s  where I was working. I f  I worked the  
n igh t  s h i f t ,  my main r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was t h e  accumulation of 
a l l  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  had come i n  and w r i t i n g  t h e  INTSUM t o  
I11 MAF headquar ters ,  sir.  Then I would have t h e  responsi-
b i l i t y ,  t h e  next  morning, of b r i e f i n g  General KOSTER on t h e  
next  day ' s  opera t ions .  I f  I was working during t h e  daytime, 
then  I would have received a c t u a l  r e p o r t s  a s  t h e  con tac t  took 
p lace  and be re spons ib le  f o r  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  af ternoon.  Un-
l e s s  I can s e e  an I N T S U M  t h a t  came i n  t h a t  day, I cannot t e l l  
you if I was working n i g h t  o r  day, s ir .  

Q- An INTSUM o r  SITREP? 

A. INTSUM, I worked f o r  G2. I wrote  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
summary t h a t  went out .  

Q- Did you a l s o  keep a b r e a s t  of the TOC log? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q So t h a t  you would have been f a m i l i a r  with t h e  
events  t h a t  developed and a l s o  any subsequent r e p o r t s  t h a t  
were s e n t  t o  h igher  headquarters?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Now t h e n ,  I want t o  say  t h a t  w e  a r e  going t o  t r y  
t o  take you back, i f  we can, a pe r iod  of 2 2  months. We know 
t h a t  it i s  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  remember what took p l a c e  about 2 
y e a r s  ago on a s p e c i f i c  day, and f o r  t h i s  reason w e  may pro-
vide  you c e r t a i n  informat ion  t o  t r y  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. 
One th ing  t h a t  would be h e l p f u l  t o  us before  we g e t  on t o  t h e  
ques t ioning  i s  f o r  you t o  desc r ibe  what your dutes  were with-
i n  the  G 2  o rgan iza t ion  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  wi th in  t h e  TOC? 

A. Okay, sir. I ' l l  exp la in  both d u t i e s ,  s ir .  F i r s t  
of a l l ,  when I w a s  on t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t ,  I ' d  come on duty a t  
1900 hours and would work from 1900 hours t o  approximately 
0700 t o  0800 hours  the  nex t  morning. Then, during the  day, 
I would s l e e p .  A t  n i g h t ,  my main r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was t o  h e l p  
opera te  t h e  TOC wi th  t h e  S2 and 3 .  We s a t  on t h e  same long 
bench l i k e  t h i s .  S ince  I ' d  never done any S2 work--in t h e  
p a s t  I had been an S3 i n  b a t t a l i o n ,  i n  Germany--I was more 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  S 3  work. I had a l i t t l e  b i t  of a  grasp f o r  
t h i s ,  it  helped quite a b i t  with t h e  S3 work, b u t  my main 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w a s  approximately a t  2200 a t  n igh t .  A t  2200, 
w e  would s t a r t  compiling t h e  information t o  go i n t o  t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary. My r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was t o  w r i t e  the in-
t e l l i g e n c e  summary, t h e  p o r t i o n  of it t h a t  had t o  d e a l  wi th  
con tac t s  made during t h e  day. I then had t o  assemble a l l  t h e  
o t h e r  s e p a r a t e  branches of G 2  and put  it toge the r  and make 
s u r e  it g o t  t o  111 MAF and t h a t  it was publ ished i n  t h e  morn-
i n g  t o  go o u t  t o  t h e  u n i t s  wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I d i d  t h i s  
f o r  a 3-month pe r iod ,  I th ink .  One o t h e r  th ing  I d i d  i n  t h e  
morning, a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  month I was t h e r e ,  I would a l t e r n a t e  
wi th  t h e  G 3  o f f i c e r s  , Major KUECHENMEISTER and Major LOGAN. 
We would a l t e r n a t e l y  b r i e f  General KOSTER i n  t h e  morning a s  
t o  the  p lans  i n  the d i v i s i o n  which would t ake  p lace  i n  h i s  
of f i c e ,  and I d i d  t h i s  a l s o  a s  a p a r t  of my duty.  When I 
went on the  day s h i f t ,  I was re spons ib le  f o r  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
p o r t i o n  and c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  G 2  ope ra t ion  wi th in  t h e  TOC dur-
i n g  the  day. Then I became t h e  permanent b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r  
f o r  the  evening b r i e f i n g .  This was a f t e r  I became t h e  day . 
worker. These were my d u t i e s  then. 
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Q- I have he re  t h e  l o g  of t h e  America1 Div is ion  f o r  
16 March 1968 which has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  Exhi-
b i t  M-6. I ' l l  c a l l  t h a t  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  and ask you i f  
you a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d a y ' s  ope ra t ion .  I 
th ink  you would be i n t e r e s t e d  i f  you would.make a no te  of 
these .  I th ink  it would be h e l p f u l  t o  you i n  i t e m s  5 through 
10 ,  13 ,  15 ,  1 9 ,  20 and 28, 31, 32, 46. Then I th ink  it s k i p s  
over  t o  i t e m  number 94, c l o s i n g  i tem. 

(Witness reviews E x h i b i t  M-6.) 

Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

I f  you had t h e  INTSUM, s i r ,  it would h e l p  m e  i n  
t e l l i n g  you because I know i f  I s igned  it, I was working a t  
n i g h t .  

Q W e l l ,  w e  j u s t  happen t o  have t h e  INSUM1s f o r  t h e  
16th--which i n  f a c t  covers  t h e  15th--the 17 th  and 18th .  These 
have been e n t e r e d  i n t o  the reco rd  a s  R-21,  -22  and -23. 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s  must have been t h e  t ime t h a t  I 
had j u s t  s t a r t e d  working t h e  day s h i f t  w i t h  Lieu tenant  
VANSITTERT. I had t r a i n e d  him t o  w r i t e  t h e  I N T S U M  previous-
l y  and he had j u s t  s t a r t e d  w r i t i n g  it ,  when I was working t h e  
day s h i f t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q. H e  was on t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t  then? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q W e l l ,  even though VANSITTERT had prepared them 
and you came on t h e  day s h i f t ,  you would have been f a m i l i a r  
w i th  t h e s e  documents, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  I would read  over  t h e  I N T S U M  when I ' d  come i n  i n  
the morning, s ir .  Of course  I j u s t  had been working on t h e  
16 th  i n  t h e  TOC on t h e  day s h i f t  dur ing  t h e  time t h a t  t h e s e  
r e p o r t s  were made. 

Q . I f  you were on the day s h i f t  t hen ,  you would have 
been t h e r e  dur ing  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g ,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

5 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q - I have h e r e  a l s o ,  j u s t  a s  a mat ter  of i d e n t i f i -
c a t i o n ,  Exh ib i t  R-7, R-8, 9 and 10 which a r e  t h e  6-hourly 
SITREPS o n ' o p e r a t i o n  Muscatine going from t h e  America1 Divi-
s i o n  t o  I11 MAF. I w i l l  c a l l  t hese  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  and 
ask i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  with these?  This i s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
day of the  opera t ion ,  t h e  16th.  

A.  I ' m  f a m i l i a r  wi th  them, sir ,  and I know t h a t  they 
went i n .  The requirement f o r  w r i t i n g  them was t h e  responsi-
b i l i t y  of t h e  G 3  and normally Colonel BENN would be t h e  one 
who would w r i t e  t h e s e  and send them i n .  

Q ( In te rpos ing)  You d i d n ' t  have a d i r e c t  hand i n  
them? 

A. I w a s  j u s t  aware t h a t  they d i d  have t o  go i n  every 
6 hours.  

Q - Now l e t ' s  come back t o  these  INTSUM's again ,  i f  w e  
may. Where d i d  you g e t  the  information t o  p u t  i n  one of those 
INTSUM 's ?  

A. The b r igade ,  s i r ,  w a s  requi red  t o  have information 
i n t o  us a t  a cu to f f  time of 1900 hours i n  t h e  evening, and 
t h e  INTSUM ran  from 1900 hours the  previous day t o  1900 hours 
t h e  day we were w r i t i n g  about. They were r e spons ib le  f o r  
having i n  t o  us by 2200 hours a TWX of t h e i r  INTSUM fol lowing 
t h e  same format.  I would go through t h e i r  INTSUM's and p u l l  
o u t  information t h a t  w e  f e l t  was p e r t i n e n t  about t h e  enemy, 
i n  o t h e r  words, something t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  the capture  o r  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of equipment, cap tu re  o r  k i l l i n g  of enemy s o l d i e r s  
and a f ind ing  of base camps, th ings  of t h i s  type ,  something 
t h a t  I f e l t  i n  my own personal  opinion was p e r t i n e n t  t o  the 
o v e r a l l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s i t u a t i o n .  I would then p u l l  t h a t  o u t  
of t h e i r s  and p u t  it i n t o  mine. Sometimes, t h e  11th Brigade 
and t h e  198th might both  have u n i t s  ope ra t ing  i n  Operation 
Muscatine. Then, I would t ake  t h e i r  Operation Muscatine re-
p o r t s  from t h e i r  INTSUM's, pu t  them together  and then  w r i t e  
my own on Operation Muscatine. 

Q - Now would you t ake  a look a t  those again ,  16 th ,  
17 th ,  and 18th ,  and you w i l l  n o t i c e  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  
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information t h a t ' s  repor ted  i s  o p e r a t i o n a l  information.  I t  

could have w e l l  been submitted by t h e  3. There i s  a l i t t l e  

b i t  of t e r r a i n  and weather b u t  t h a t ' s  --

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  This was t h e  one p o r t i o n  of t h e  
INTSUM t h a t  I r e a l l y  never had much experience i n  i n  G 2 ,  t h a t  
I was involved wi th  t o  begin with.  The major p o r t i o n s  of in-
t e l l i g e n c e  t o  do wi th  OB work and weather and t h i s  kind of 
s t u f f  would come from weather personnel  o r  OB and some it we 
would g e t  from our  S2 people. These con tac t s  were r equ i red  
by I11 MAF and t h e  G 2 .  The t h i n g  about body count ,  s i r ,  and 
number of weapons, t h e  G 2  was re spons ib le  f o r  i n s u r i n g  t h a t  
t h i s  information was a s  accura te  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  keeping t h e  
exac t  f i g u r e s .  This cumulative d a t a  t h a t  you s e e  a t  the  bot-  
tom was t h e  main reason t h a t  t h e  c o n t a c t  had t o  be shown up 
above. Granted, a l o t  of it was o p e r a t i o n a l ,  b u t  w e  would t r y  
t o  inc lude  i n  ours  a l l  t he  equipment and documents and any 
read-out from documents t h a t  were found during t h e  con tac t  i n  
he re ,  where t h 2  G3 would j u s t  r e p o r t  t h e  number of people t h a t  
had been k i l l e d  and maybe t h e  CA had been conducted. W e  
wouldn 't worry about t h a t .  

Q. Now coming down t o  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  n i g h t  
of the  16 th ,  which, i f  you w i l l  look a t  t h e s e  documents, i n  
your judgment you probably were on t h e  day s h i f t  which would 
i n d i c a t e  you probably gave t h e  n igh t  b r i e f i n g .  Do you remem-
b e r  b r i e f i n g  f i g u r e s  128 VC KIA? 

A.  No, sir ,  no t  r e c a l l i n g  t h e  s p e c i f i c  b r i e f i n g  of 
it. I know t h a t  where I would g e t  my b r i e f i n g  information 
would be from the notes  t h a t  we would g e t  h e r e  from our  logs 
o r  t r y  t o  compile t h e  major con tac t  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  took p l a c e  
during t h e  day. Then i f  t h e r e  was some ques t ion ,  I would c a l l  
back and v e r i f y  it wi th  t h e  br igade .  My b r i e f i n g  would come 

' from t h i s  log  r i g h t  here.  

Q Well, i f  we th ink  back, however, t h i s  was the  
b igges t  ope ra t ion  t h a t  the  11th  Brigade had been i n t o  s i n c e  
they had been i n  country.  A body count of 128 i s  about double 
anything they have had before .  A t  l e a s t  i n  t h e i r  l i f e ,  this 

was q u i t e  an event .  This i s  why I c a n ' t  q u i t e  understand a t  

l e a s t  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of it you might no t  remember. Now l e t  me 

go on j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  The t o t a l  r e s u l t s  were 128 VC K I A ,  

2 U.S. K I A ,  11 U.S. WIA and 3 weapons captured.  Now do you 

remember those  f i g u r e s  being presented? 
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A. I can remember a c o n t a c t ,  s i r ,  t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  
Muscatine and I remember it was i n  t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  
a r e a .  I can remember a l a r g e  number of enemy k i l l e d .  The 128 
f i g u r e  does n o t  come up i n  my mind. I do remember t h e  2 U . S .  
k i l l e d  and t h e  10 o r  11 wounded. 

Q Do you remember t h e  3 weapons? 

A. Not when I i n i t i a l l y  hea rd  o f  i t ,  sir.  From 
r e a d i n g  t h i s  I could  see .  R e c a l l i n g ,  no. 

Q.  To r e c a l l  t h a t  b r i e f i n g .  Do you remember any 
s t a t emen t  by General  KOSTER o r  General  YOUNG t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  
"Where are a l l  t h e  weapons?" 

A. No, sir. I d i d  no t .  

Q. Do you recal l  any q u e r i e s  a f t e r w a r d s ,  concerning 
t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  of 3 weapons t o  128 VC r e p o r t e d  KIA? 

A. NO,  sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  know o f  any d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  went on 
concerning any th ing  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  Task Force  
Barker  on t h a t  day o r  around t h e  middle o f  March? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  one o f  t h e  a v i a t o r s  f l y i n g  
t h a t  day r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  h e ' d  s een  what he  cons ide red  unneces-
s a r y  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  and p o s s i b l e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between 
a v i a t i o n  pe r sonne l  and pe r sonne l  on t h e  ground t o  t h e  p o i n t  
where t hey  had machineguns t r a i n e d  on one ano the r?  

A.  No, sir.  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  a p i l o t  p i c k i n g  up a wound-
ed  c h i l d  and f l y i n g  it  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l  i n  Quang ~ g a i ?  

A. I r ead  abou t  i t  i n  t h e  newspaper. I d o n ' t  recall  
any of  t h i s  wh i l e  i n  Vietnam, i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q. Have you e v e r  hea rd  o f  any of t h e  c h a p l a i n s  corn-
p l a i n i n g  o r  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  maybe some c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d  
u n n e c e s s a r i l y  on t h e  1 6 t h  o r  t he reabou t s?  
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A. No, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Captain  ORELL, would you d e s c r i b e  f o r  m e  where 
i n  t h e  TOC your p o s i t i o n  was i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  Major LOGAN'S 
when you w e r e  on t h e  day s h i f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The TOC was designed wi th  one l a r g e  
t a b l e  i n  t h e  middle wi th  t h e  c h a i r s  around it where t h e  per-
sonnel  were a c t u a l l y  t ak ing  t h e  s p o t  r e p o r t s  and keeping 
up wi th  t h e  a c t i o n .  I had my desk back over  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  
I f  I ' m  f a c i n g  t h e  major map board,  my desk was back over  t o  
t h e  r i g h t  where I normally would s i t ,  u n l e s s  I was a c t u a l l y  
t ak ing  s p o t  r e p o r t s .  Major LOGAN normally would s i t  r i g h t  
t h e r e  i n  t a k i n g  t h e  s p o t  r e p o r t s  because it was h i s  responsi-
b i l i t y  of w r i t i n g  t h e  6-hour SITREP 'S .  H e  would b e  t h e r e  and 
he would normally have more of a f e e l  of t h e  c o n t a c t  going 
on i n  t h a t  type  of ope ra t ion  than  I would. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, dur ing  t h e  course  of the day, 
you would be up a t  t h a t  t a b l e  from time t o  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I f  t h e r e  was something t h a t  was g e n e r a l  knowledge 
i n  t h e  TOC a t  t h a t  t ime, you'd know about  it, wouldn ' t  you? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- I have nothing f u r t h e r .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Was it usua l  o r  unusual when you were b r i e f -
ing  a t  n i g h t  f o r  one of t h e  gene ra l s  o r  t h e  ch ie f  t o  make 
remarks about t h e  i t e m  being b r i e f e d  t o  t h e  s t a f f  o r  among 
each o t h e r ?  

A. I would say  it was u s u a l ,  s ir .  I f  I was b r i e f i n g  
a c e r t a i n  c o n t a c t  o r  something t h a t  had t aken  place--of course  
I l i v e d  i n  t h a t  vacuum of t h e  f o u r  w a l l s  of t h e  TOC--if Gen-
e r a l  RYDER o r  General  YOUNG had been i n  t h e  a r e a  o r  knew some-
t h i n g  t h a t  was d i f f e r e n t  than  what t h e  b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r  was 
b r i e f i n g ,  he  would mention it. I f  General  KOSTER knew of 
something t h a t  was r e a l l y  wrong he would mention it. But 
normally General  KOSTER d i d n ' t  say a s  much as t h e  two A D C ' s .  
If they f e l t  t h a t  something was be ing  g iven  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
t h a t  r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  e x a c t l y  s o ,  they would be s u r e  and t e l l  him. 
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, 

You know, t h e y ' d  say ,  "Excuse m e ,  General KOSTER, I b e l i e v e  
i t ' s  now up t o "  -- I f  I had s a i d  t h r e e  VC k i l l e d ,  and they 
knew it w a s  f i v e ,  o r  i f  c e r t a i n  information they had go t t en  
out  of a p r i s o n e r  o r  something I d i d n ' t  know about ,  i f  they 
were t h e r e ,  they would b r ing  it up. 

Q I t  wouldn't have been unusual under t h e  circum- 
s t a n c e s ,  i f  you s tood  up and s a i d  "128 VC KIA,  3 weapons 
captured ,"  f o r  General  KOSTER t o  t u r n  t o  the  G3 o r  t h e  G 2  and 
say,  "Check i n t o  t h a t ,  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  sound r i g h t " ?  

A, No, sir, it wouldn't  be s t r ange  f o r  t h a t  t o  happen. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, it wouldn't  have made an impres-
s i o n  on you i f  he had. 

A, No, sir, He wouldn 't have. 

Q Okay. L e t ' s  go back t o  4 o r  5 months ago when 
t h e  information h i t  t h e  newspapers. What was your r eac t ion?  

A. I could r e c a l l  some c o n t a c t  going on i n  the  Batangan 
Peninsula.  A t  f i r s t ,  I got  it confused with an a c t i o n  t h a t  
took p lace  e i t h e r  e a r l i e r  o r  l a t e r  involving ARVN forces  along 
with our  element, My immediate impression was i f  it took 
p lace ,  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it could have gone on without  a l o t  of 
people knowing about  it. M y  impression was, I had never heard 
anything about a massacre. 

Q. Shock, d i s b e l i e f ,  o r  maybe it d i d  happen? 

A. I w a s  more shocked. D i s b e l i e f ,  because I d i d n ' t  
f e e l  t h a t  it could have, Then i f  it d i d  happen, I d i d n ' t  
t h ink  it could go on without us knowing about it a t  d i v i s i o n .  

10: Did you ever  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  b r i e f i n g  some of t h e  
personnel  from t h e  123d Aviation Ba t t a l ion ,  going over with 
them and g iv ing  them a run down on the  enemy s i t u a t i o n  and 
a l s o  on f r i e n d l y  opera t ions  and th ings  of t h i s  category? 

A. . No, sir, I d o n ' t  be l i eve  it was t h e  123d, I may 
have t h e  u n i t  mixed up. I used t o  go over  and b r i e f  the  per- 
sonnel from the  "Black Ace" company t h a t  f lew the  b i r d  dog 
and f lew our  f o u r  observers  from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and would just 
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fly recon missions.  I used t o  go over  t o  them. I would. t a k e  
t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  worked i n  OB and I would g i v e  them a b r i e f -
i n g  approximately once every 4 weeks. They had c a l l e d  and 
asked m e  t o  do t h i s  and I s a i d  f i n e ,  j u s t  . s o  the;- would have 
an i d e a  of t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  throughout  our  A 0  and p a r t  of 
the ~ a r i n e ' sA 0  up near  Danang. But t h e  a c t u a l  a v i a t i o n  ba t -
t a l i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  no, s ir .  

Q- Now speaking of t h e s e  VR a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  0 - 2 ' s ,  
t h e  ones t h a t  w e r e  working down i n  Quang Ngai, where were 
they based? 

A.  They were based a t  Chu Lai .  I t ' s  a p a r t  of t h e  
"Black Ace" a v i a t i o n  company. 

Q. How many a i r c r a f t  d i d  they  have,  do you remember? 

A.  No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I knew they  had t h e  
mission of f l y i n g  V R ' s  and provid ing  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO's throughout our  a r e a ,  Quang Ngai, t h e  Chu 
Lai a r e a  up t o  Tam Ky and nor th  i n t o  t h e  196th .  Also,  they  
flew some i n  t h e  Marine a r e a  up nor th  i n  Danang. 

Q TAOR i s  a long h a u l  f o r  them, i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q e  Did they have any a i r c r a f t  r e s t a t i o n e d  a t  Duc Pho 
o r  Quang Ngai C i ty  anywhere? 

A.  They had some i n  Danang, s i r .  These p i l o t s  would 
f l y  down f o r  t h i s  monthly meeting wi th  t h e i r  company commander 
and t h i s  i s  t h e  reason  I would come o v e r ,  t o  b r i e f  them. 

Q. To your  knowledge, they d i d n ' t  have any down i n  
Duc Pho? 8 

A. I n  t h e  back of my mind, s i r ,  something s t i c k s  o u t  
t h a t  one n i g h t  du r ing  a mortar  a t t a c k  one of t h e i r  p l anes  g o t
h i t  down i n  DUC Pho. From t h a t  I would s a y  maybe they d i d ,  
b u t  I do n o t  know f o r  su re .  

Q- Well,  i n  this a r e a  of Quang Ngai C i t y ,  f o r  example, 
and t h i s  immediate a r e a  no r th  of t h e  Song T r a  Khuc, t hose  
a i r c r a f t ,  according t o  what you've i n d i c a t e d ,  would probably 
be s t a t i o n e d  a t  ~ h uLai?  
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A, Yes, sir. 

Q Chu L a i  is  roughly 35 ki lometers  t o  the  nor th ,  
maybe 40.  

A. Most of t h e  a i r c r a f t  support  t h a t  went t o  Task 
Force Barker and t h e  11th  Brigade i n  t h a t  a rea  d i d  come o u t  
of Chu Lai.  I k n o w  they had some a t  LZ Bronco i n  Duc Pho. 

Q What was t h e  number of t h a t  o u t f i t ?  

A. "Black Ace" company. I j u s t  remember "Black Ace. " 

Q - Was it an Army u n i t  o r  A i r  Force? 

A. Army, sir. It flew t h e  b i r d  dogs. 

Q. Do you know who commanded it a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, sir, I ' m  s o r r y ,  I d o n ' t .  I t  was one of these  
d e a l s  where every  once and a while  they would come up and 
l i s t e n  t o  our b r i e f i n g s .  They heard me g ive  a b r i e f i n g  one 
n igh t  and asked i f  I would come down and g ive  t h e  same type 
of b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e m  when they had a l l  t h e i r  people toge the r .  
I s a i d  I would be g lad  t o  and I used t o  go down t h e r e  a s  I 
s a i d  and t r y  t o  g i v e  them an i d e a  of what was happening on 
t h e  ground. 

Q Did you ever  see  o r  hear  of any VC propaganda 
which was more or . l e s s  focused on t h i s  a rea?  

..A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir. 

. Q. I have here  an inc losure  t o  Exhib i t  R-1. This 
. , i s  a two-page p i e c e  of Vie t  Cong propaganda which may have 

come ou t  i n  p r i n t e d  form. We be l i eve ,  however, t h a t  it w a s  
broadcast  and taken down and then  subsequently t r a n s l a t e d .  
I would ask i f  you would read these  two pages and see  i f  you've 
ever  seen t h i s  document o r  heard of anything comparable t o  i t ?  

(The witness  reviews Exhibi t  R-1. ) 

A. I have never seen t h i s ,  sir.  

Q Did you hear  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  t h e  on ly  propaganda I e v e r  saw when I 
w a s  t h e  company commander, t h e  s m a l l  l i t t l e  l e a f l e t s .  You 
know, i f  you t u r n  t h i s  l e a f l e t  i n  you can g e t  f r e e  s e r v i c e  
back i n  North Vietnam o r  something. But t h a t ' s  t h e  only  pro- 
paganda I have e v e r  seen .  

Q. When you were t h e  G2 now, j u s t  t h i n k  back,  through
t h i s  area and throughout  t h e  Batangan P e n i n s u l a ,  d i d  you h e a r  
of any s logans  t h e  VC w e r e  u s ing  f o r  any revenge of  what had 
taken  p l a c e  down i n  t h e  Son My o r  t h e  My L a i  area o r  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a  o r  u s i n g  armbands, t a g s  on uniforms o r  p o s t e r s ,  o r  any- 
t h i n g  of  t h i s  ca tegory?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. I f  t h i s  p i e c e  of  propaganda had come i n t o  t h e  G2 
s e c t i o n  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  would you have expec t ed  t o  have seen 
i t ?  

A. Oh, y e s ,  s ir .  Unless it was c l a s s i f i e d  by t h e  G2. 
I f  it had come i n t o  t h e  TOC, I would have s e e n  it I would 
t h i n k ,  because t h a t  w a s  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  run it. 

Q. I f  it d i d  n o t  come i n t o  t h e  TOC, i f  it came i n t o  
t h e  G2 o f f i c e ,  you wouldn ' t  have n e c e s s a r i l y  s een  it, i s  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y ,  s i r ,  u n l e s s  I would have r ece ived  
it, b r i e f e d  it o r  p u t  it i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary. 

Q - Now go back one page and you w i l l  f i n d  a  one-page 
s t a t emen t  d a t e d  1 4  A p r i l .  I would ask i f  you have seen o r  
heard  of any th ing  such as t h i s ?  T h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  i s  t o  it, 
one page. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  having s e e n  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  
paper  o r  any th ing  r e l a t i n g  t o  i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  
, 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  a r e p o r t  abou t  t h i s  t i m e  
from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. I t ' s  s o r t  o f  s t r a n g e ,  sir. W e  had a r t i l l e r y  l i a i -  
son o f f i c e r s  t h a t  were a s s igned  o u t  t o  Quang Ngai and we had 
one i n  Tam Ky. Besides  be ing  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s ,  t hey  
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a l s o  worked a s  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  G 2  and G3. I f  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  had come t o  t h e i r  knowledge they would have 
c a l l e d  us and t o l d  us ,  I f e e l .  Our chain f o r  t h i s  type of 
r e p o r t ,  I would have never received anything l i k e  t h i s .  

Q You never  heard of a r e p o r t  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  
t o  the  province c h i e f ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Aside from any c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  might have been k i l l -
ed  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  d i d  you ever  hear  anything about some hootches 
being burned o r  some hamlets being burned and somebody i s  
going t o  check i n t o  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so,  sir. 

Q. During t h e  course of t h i s  day, i n  your G2  business  
i n  the  TOC, d i d  you hear  of any hootches being destroyed o r  
any hamlets o r  subhamlets being burned down o r  any animals 
being k i l l e d ?  

A. No, sir. I f e e l  i f  I ' d  received any of t h i s  word, 
it would be under the  f a c i l i t i e s  destroyed p o r t i o n  of t h e  
I N T S U M  j u s t  us ing  t h i s  t o  b r ing  it t o  mind. 

Q Were you ever  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of'  some 
kind w a s  going on concerning something which may have t r ans -
p i r e d  i n  the  Son My o r  Son Tinh a r e a  i n  about the  middle of 
March? 

A. No, sir. I never heard of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
going on. 

Q . Did you hear  about any ARVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Did 
you ever  hear  a comment t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  ARVN i n  Quang 
Ngai, meaning the province o f f i c i a l s  and perhaps even t h e  
2nd ARVN Divis ion  commander were q u i t e  upset  about t h i s  sit-
uat ion?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you ever  hear  any d iscuss ions  by the  command-
i n g. . genera l  o r  ADC1s  o r  ch ief  of s t a f f  o r  by the  G 1 ,  G2, G3, 
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G4,  G5, o r  any of t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  which might have l e d  
you t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  something unusual took p lace  down here? 

A. No, sir .  The only time I ever  heard of something 
involving c i v i l i a n s  was when t h e  a s s i s t a n t  information o f f i -  
c e r  o r  somebody t h a t  worked i n  t h e  information o f f i c e  f i e l d  
asked me i f  I knew about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t ak ing  p lace  i n  the 
198th. I s a i d  no, and he wouldn ' t  t e l l  m e  any more. I made 
an assumption t h a t  it had t o  do with c i v i l i a n s .  I b e l i e v e  it 
turned ou t  where it had t o  do wi th  a l i e u t e n a n t  and a VC nurse  
o r  something. I t  was t h e  only i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I have ever  
heard of t h a t  took p lace  w i t h i n  Vietnam t h a t  d e a l t  wi th  t h e  
~ m e r i c a lDivis ion.  

Q- That was probably subsequent t o  t h i s  t i m e ,  no t  
t o o  long b e f o r e  you l e f t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ,  i n  A p r i l  o r  May. 
But t h a t  was t h e  only i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  I heard anything 
about. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s i t u a t i o n  
was wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  enemy f o r c e s  o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of u n i t s  i n  
the Batangan Peninsula  a r e a  a t  o r  about t h i s  time? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  To my knowledge I would g e t  t h a t  from 
OB. There was a  main f o r c e  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  had been opera t ing .  
You know, j u s t  put  the  square when you d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  
where they were loca ted  on t h e  Batangan Peninsula .  Opera-
t i o n s  I know had been running t h e r e  wi th  l i t t l e  o r  no success .  
A s  f a r  a s  what we would b r i e f  t o  a commander o r  somebody t h a t  
wanted t o  know t h e  main t h r e a t  t o  t h e  Muscatine AO, t he  t h r e a t  
of mines and booby t r a p s  and the  h a r a s s i n g  by t h e  small  fo rces  
was t h e  most of it. We thought t h a t  t h e r e  was a  b a t t a l i o n  
i n  t h e  area .  I cannot remember t h e  number of them. They 
thought t h e r e  was a  b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e r e  that was widely d i s -  
persed b u t  could mass i f  it needed t o  conduct some kind of 
opera t ion .  

Q. This was i n  t h e  pe r iod  a  month and a  h a l f  a f t e r  
T e t .  D o  you r e c a l l  where you were ca r ry ing  t h a t  l o c a l  f o r c e  
b a t t a l i o n  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I ' d  say genera l ly  i n  t h i s  a r e a  and it was f e l t  
t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  took p a r t  i n  coming i n t o  the 
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Quang Ngai a r e a  dur ing  the  Tet o f fens ive .  Then it p u l l e d  back. 
This is  what I mentioned t o  you e a r l i e r ,  General ,  about the  
ARVN's conducting t h a t  opera t ion  where they had come o u t  of 
Quang Ngai and fought them. Going t h i s  way, I be l i eve  t h i s  
is t h e  o l d  c i t a d e l  a r e a  they c a l l  it and t h e r e  had been a b i g  
f i g h t  i n  the  c i t a d e l  a r e a ,  pushing back i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  
To answer your ques t ion ,  s i r ,  I be l i eve  t h a t  b a t t a l i o n  w a s  
c a r r i e d  i n  t h i s  genera l  a rea  and it was f e l t  it moved from 
t h i s  peninsula  down i n  t o  he re  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Well, t h i s  w a s  how it had moved i n  t h e  p a s t .  Do 
you r e c a l l  anyth ing  about your eva lua t ion  of t h e  s t r e n t h  of 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  a t  t h i s  time i n  March 1968? 

A.  No, sir. And the  reason I th ink  I d o n ' t  i s  because 
my a c t u a l  d e t a i l  knowledge was n o t  t h a t  good. I had t h e  gener-
a l  o v e r a l l  knowledge of where u n i t s  were posted.  The l i e u t e n -  
a n t  t h a t  ran  t h e  o rde r  of b a t t l e  s e c t i o n  would have a l l  of 
t h i s  knowledge i n  his card  f i l e  and would come down and g ive  
m e  any major movement of u n i t  o r  buildup of fo rces  i f  he f e l t  
somebody would ask m e .  

Q .  I have nothing f u r t h e r .  

10: Did you ever  a t  any time, have any suspic ion  a t  
a l l ,  of comments t h a t  people made o r  s ta tements  t h a t  you may 
have heard o r  rumors o r  hearsay o r  anything e l s e  which would 
cause you t o  suspect  something unusual may have t r a n s p i r e d  
down here  i n  Son Tinh a r e a  along about t h e  middle of March 1968? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Nothing comes back? 

A.  No, s ir .  A s  I say ,  I can remember t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t s  going i n .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were two companies and 
t h e r e  were d i f f e r e n t  L Z ' s  and I remember one of the  L Z ' s  being 
descr ibed  as hot .  For some reason t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind. 
th ink  one of t h e  reasons ,  as C A ' s  go i n ,  we t r y  t o  g e t  in fo r -  
mation t o  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r  so  he can inform General 
KOSTER of such. I remember the  opera t ion  t ak ing  p lace .  I 
presume a t  t h e  t ime, i n  the  back of my mind, t h a t  it might 
have been mentioned, a l o t  of bodies with only t h r e e  weapons. 
But we had seen t h i s  i n  the  p a s t .  Even i n  Tet  they would t ake  
weapons, t h e  o t h e r  people who had go t t en  away, and ca r ry  them 
o f f .  
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Q. There w a s  one o t h e r  very unusual e n t r y  i n  your
log  which would ind ica ted  t h a t  69 VC were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  
This happened very e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. 

A. That br ings  up something. I do remember t h a t  now 
t h a t  you mention it. I had never had a company and hadn ' t  
been ou t  t h e r e  on the ground y e t  and t o  me with the  school 
knowledge and t h e  background I s a i d  t o  myself ,  "This is t h e  
f i r s t  time I have r e a l l y  heard of a p repara t ion  going i n  on 
a landing zone where the  enemy w a s  and d i d  some good." I do 
remember t h a t ,  now t h a t  you mention it. That thought went 
through my mind. I t  was t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  I r e c a l l  t h a t  w e  
had a l a r g e  landing zone p repara t ion  t h a t  was e f f e c t i v e .  

Q Did you ever  put  t h a t  t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  128 and 
3 weapons, mentally? 

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  so,  sir. 

Q - Did you r e c a l l  ever  having any i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of 
who t h e s e  people had been i n  con tac t  with? 

A. NO, s ir .  I do n o t i c e  and I ' m  n o t  r e c a l l i n g  b u t  
j u s t  th ink ing  back of what our  po l i cy  w a s ,  documents were men-
t ioned  here  by the--"C/1/20 a t  0830 captured  s h o r t  wave f r e -
quency r a d i o ,  documents a r e  included and complete med bag." 
Whenever documents were found, it was my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
immediately g e t  on the  phone and g e t  hold of t h a t  br igade and 
t e l l  them t o  g e t  t h e i r  M I  people and i n t e r r o g a t o r s  ou t ,  t o  
g e t  hold of those documents s o  t h a t  we could g e t  a readout  
as t o  u n i t s  o r  f u r t h e r  information.  I do n o t  r e c a l l  what 
information I go t  back, bu t  I know t h a t  Colonel TREXLER, the  
G 2 ,  w a s  very hard on t h i s  and t h i s  was one of h i s  p r i o r i t i e s .  
Once documents were found, g e t  a readout  immediately. I guess 
t h a t  it d i d  n o t  i d e n t i f y  any u n i t s  because I would have men-
t ioned  it i n  the  r e p o r t  of t h e  INTSUM. 

Q. Do you remember going back on t h i s  one and asking
for  a readout? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  I would say t h a t  I 
would have done it because t h i s  was the  po l i cy .  

Q - Were you aware on t h i s  day t h a t  they d i d  have an 
M I  l i e u t e n a n t  and an i n t e r p r e t e r  with C/1/20?. 
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A. No, s i r ,  I was not .  

MR MACCRATE: What t ime of morning d id  you have t h e  morning 
b r i e f i n g ?  

A. The morning b r i e f i n g  took p lace ,  s ir ,  genera l ly  
0800 .  

I0 : T h a t ' s  what time you s t a r t e d ?  

A. I f  I b r i e f e d  i n  t h e  morning, s i r ,  it was p lans  
f o r  t h e  day and c o n t a c t  s i n c e  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g .  Then t h e  
r a d i o  research  pe r sonne l  would come i n  and b r i e f  General 
KOSTER. They would leave  and then I would come i n  and t h a t  
would be 0 7 4 5  o r  0800.  

COL ARMSTRONG: Was it normal, t y p i c a l  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  t o  
h i t  t h e  L Z 1 s  w i t h  prepara tory  f i r e  of any dura t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I a t tended one day a '  
conference t h a t  took p l a c e  with t h e  G 3  and t h e  personnel  from 
t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n .  The a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  d iscussed  the 
use of LZ preps t o  inc lude  a i r  s t r i k e s  and LZ a r t i l l e r y .  To 
my knowledge it w a s  common p r a c t i c e  and almost an SOP t h a t  
a r t i l l e r y  would be used a s  a minimum. I f  need be ,  they would 
use t h e  gunships and TAC a i r  i f  they f e l t  it was requ i red ,  i f  
p repara t ion  were used. 

a .  Any k i n d  of r e s t r i c t i o n  on t h i s  i n  t h e  bu i l t -up
area?  

A. I donrt know, s ir .  I know t h a t  they w e r e  planned 
by t h e  a v i a t i o n  personnel  and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  

Q Okay, thank you. 

10: Well, w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming i n ,  Captain ORELL. 
Based upon our  d i s c u s s i o n  he re  t h i s  morning, you may have 
o t h e r  thoughts which w i l l  come t o  mind sometime i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  
You may conceivably r e c o l l e c t  th ings  t h a t  d i d n ' t  immediately 
come t o  l i f e .  I f  you do, I wish you would g e t  i n  touch with 
t h i s  o f f i c e  s o  w e  can t ake  advantage of such information.  
Addi t ional ly ,  i f  you can th ink  of any documents of any k ind ,  
d i r e c t i v e s ,  r e p o r t s ,  photos,  maps, and s o  on wel.d l i k e  t o  know 
about those.  You can s e e  we have more than  a  few documents 
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al ready and t h i s  is  only a small  percentage of what we have. 
~ u tt h e r e  a r e  always t h i n g s  w e  could u s e  t o  f i l l  i n  some of 
these  p ieces .  

A t  t h i s  t ime, I w i l l  g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  t o  
ask any ques t ions  which you may d e s i r e  t o  ask o r  i f  you would 
l i k e ,  t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record.  

A. I d o n ' t  have anything f u r t h e r ,  s i r ,  t o  add t o  what 
we have discussed.  

Q- Thank you very much. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1030  hours ,  27 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: PARNELL, Ray L. MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 26 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY : Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  I G ,  America1 
Division.  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE 16 MARCH OPERATION. 

PARNELL w a s  n o t  aware t h a t  Task Force Barker had 
repor ted  128 VC K I A  on t h e  16 March ope ra t ion ,  t h a t  only  
t h r e e  weapons had been recovered,  o r  t h a t  only t w o  U.S. 
s o l d i e r s  had been k i l l e d  (pg. 4 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  recall 
reading about it i n  t h e  newspaper (pg. 4 ) .  H e  d i d  not  
recollect any d i scuss ion  around headquar ters  about t h e  
d i s p a r i t y  between t h e  body count t o  weapons r a t i o  (pg.4).  

2. REPORTS CONCERNING THE K I L L I N G  OF CIVILIANS. 

The wi tness  heard o f  no r e p o r t  from an a v i a t o r  t h a t  
he had witnessed t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  on 
t h e  16 March ope ra t ion  (pg. 5 ) .  Chaplain LEWIS s a i d  nothing 
about hear ing  r e p o r t s  of  unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  
on t h e  16 th  (pg. 5 ) .  The witness  knew of  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o f  t h e  ope ra t ion  (pg. 5 ) .  H e  saw no o rde r  appoint ing anyone 
as i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  of  a l l eged  i n c i d e n t s  occur r ing  on 
t h e '  16 th  (p.g, 6) . No one from t h e  11 th  Brigade spoke t o  
him about procedures f o r  conducting a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg. 6)  . H e  never saw HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  (Exhib i t  R-1) 
(pg. 7 )  , nor did he see any of t h e  r e p o r t ' s  i nc losu re s  
(pg. 7)  . H e  never heard anything l i k e  the VC propaganda 
inc losed  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  (pg. 71.. H e  d i d  n o t  hea r  General 
KOSTER, General YOUNG or  anyone else t a l k  about an 
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i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  any th ing  t h a t  may have happened i n  mid- arch 
(pg. 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  speak t o  HOLLADAY about  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was be ing  conducted i n v o l v i n g  members 
o f  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  (pg. 11). H e  h e a r d  no th ing  
a t  a l l  t h a t  made him s u s p i c i o u s  t h a t  something wrong had 
occur red  i n  t h e  Son My area i n  mid-March (pg. 1 2 )  . 
3. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  H e  knew o f  no p o l i c y  o f  sque lch ing  rumors about  
an i n c i d e n t  u n t i l  it had been i n v e s t i g a t e d  p r o p e r l y  (pg. 6 ) .  

b .  PARNELL i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1968 and found it t o  have a morale problem 
caused by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it had j u s t  been t ransformed i n t o  
a new u n i t  (pgs . 9 ,  10)  . H e  spoke w i t h  approximately 20 
people  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 11). 

c. he w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  if someone wi tnessed  something 
wrong t h a t  person shou ld  take t h e  m a t t e r  t o  h i s  own commander 
f i r s t  and then  t o  t h e  I G  i f  he  r e c e i v e d  no s a t i s f a c t i o n  from 
h i s  commander (pg. 1 4 ) .  

d .  PARNELLd i d  n o t  normally a t t e n d  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  
(pg. 4 )  . H i s  b o s s ,  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  HEATHERLY, went t o  
t h e  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g s  h imsel f  (pg. 4)  . Thus, PARNELL went 
f o r  days wi thou t  be ing  a p p r a i s e d  o f  t h e  t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  
(pg .  4 )  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

i he wi tness  had I 
-art never seen before .  6 , 7  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1632 hours ,  26 January 
1970.) 

I 0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The following named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  witness  is  Major Roy L. PARNELL. 

(MAJ PARNELL was c a l l e d ' a s  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  

RCDR: Major PARNELL, f o r  t h e  record would you p lease  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, organi-
za t ion ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Roy L. PARNELL, Major, - United S t a t e s  
Armor Center ,  F o r t  Knox, Kentucky. 

10: Major PARNELL, have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  read 
the i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  .sir. I have. 

Q. Do you understand them o r  do you have any ques t ions?  

A. I th ink  I understand them, sir.  

Q. On my l e f t ,  Major PARNELL, i s  M r .  Robert MACCRATE, 
a c i v i l i a n  lawyer. He has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Secre- 
t a r y  RESOR t o  a s s i t  us i n  t h i s  inqu i ry  and a l s o  t o  se rve  a s  
l e g a l  counsel f o r  myself and t o  o t h e r  members of t h e  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion  team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel ARMSTRONG, who has been 
designated by t h e  Off ice  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  E i t h e r  M r .  MACCRATE o r  Colonel ARMSTRONG 
may a l s o  address  ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  a f te rnoon i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
myself. We have o t h e r  groups such a s  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t ak ing  
a d d i t i o n a l  testimony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  w i l l  be my 
job t o  p u l l  toge the r  a r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh t h e  evidence,  and t o  
make t h e  f ind ings  and recommendations. 
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A s  a  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r  you a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  
d i scuss  your tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  
inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  
i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be re -
qu i red  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent admin i s t r a t ive ,  j u d i c i a l ,  
o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I n  using the  term l e g i s l a t i v e ,  I 
say  t h i s  because t h e r e  is  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you may be 
requested and/or r equ i red  t o  appear before  one o f  t h e s e  
congressional  committees. T h e  one most l i k e l y  would be 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of the  House Armed s e r v i c e s  
Committee. In  the event  you a r e  so requested,  your ap- 
pearance and your testimony here  would i n  no way prec lude  
your appearing b e f o r e  such a  body and providing testimony 
t o  them. 

To my knowledge you have n o t  been c i t e d  by t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case  of t h e  
United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q- A t  t h e  moment I see  no reason why you should be, 
b u t  i n  t h e  event  t h a t  you a r e ,  your appearance and your testi-
mony here  would i n  no way change e i t h e r  the  e f f e c t  o r  app l i -
c a b i l i t y  of such i n s t r u c t i o n  from t h a t  m i l i t a r y  judge o r  any 
o t h e r  judge which may develop from some of the  o t h e r  court-  
m a r t i a l  cases  which may poss ib ly  eventuate  from the  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968. Do you have any ques t ions  a t  
t h i s  time? 

A.  Yes, sir. A s  I understand it, i f  I am t o  appear 
before  e i t h e r  a  cour t -mar t i a l  o r  one of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
committees of t h e  Senate ,  I should s t i l l  n o t  d ivulge  any- 
t h i n g  t h a t  I gave him? 

Q. Q u i t e  t h e  cont rary .  I s a i d  except i n  t h e i r  
cases .  Those q u i t e  l o g i c a l l y ,  you not  only can b u t  should 
t e s t i f y  i f  requested.  I d o n ' t  expect t h a t  you w i l l  be d i s -  
cuss ing  t h i s  wi th  your f r i e n d s  o r  w i t h  o t h e r  people t h a t  
who appear here and so on. I th ink  t h a t  the  impl ica t ions  
become q u i t e  clear. 

A. Yes, sir. 
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10: Major PARNELL would you i n d i c a t e  your duty 
assignment with t h e  Americal Divis ion,  when you assumed 
t h i s  t a s k ,  how long you remained i n  t h e  assignment, and 
o t h e r  d e t a i l s  such a s  t b i s .  

A. S i r ,  I joined t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  about 8  
January 1968, and was immediately assigned duty as  a s s i s -
t a n t  inspec to r  genera l .  I s tayed i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  u n t i l  
approximately 1 September 1968. Then I went down t o  198th,  
t o  t h e  1 4 t h  A r t i l l e r y  B a t t a l i o n ,  a p a r t  of  the  198th ,  and 
became t h e  XO of t h a t  b a t t a l i o n .  I remained t h e r e  u n t i l  
January 1969. Then I went t o  t h e  1 0 l s t .  

Q. You moved again t o  t h e  l O l s t  Airborne Division? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - Well, w e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  pe r iod  genera l ly  
of March 1968. You were with t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l  of t h e  
d i v i s i o n  before  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  and you a l s o  remained with it 
f o r  4 t o  5 months a f t e r  t h a t  time? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  Were you aware of t h e  organi-  
za t ion  and opera t ions  of Task Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was. I knew Colonel BARKER j u s t  
s l i g h t l y .  I met him once. 

Q- Well, what about t h e  t a s k  fo rce  t h a t  was organized 
under Colonel BARKER? 

A. I knew of it, sir .  

(re You knew of i t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  opera t ion  which they  
conducted i n t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t ,  t h a t  
i s ,  genera l ly  e a s t  n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai, s t a r t i n g  on about 
16 March 1968? 
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A .  S i r ,  I was aware t h a t  Task Force Barker had 
been formed and I d id  n o t  know s p e c i f i c a l l y  what opera t ion  
o r  what t h e i r  mission was a t  t h a t  time. And t o  exp la in  
something, i f  I may, s i r ,  a t  t h a t  time my boss was a Lieu-
t enan t  Colonel HETHERLY. About t h e  only way is  we g e t  
b r i e f e d  every day a t  t h e  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g .  He was t h e  type  
of ind iv idua l  t h a t  l i k e d  t o  make t h e  b r i e f i n g s  himself s o  
the re fo re  I d id  n o t  make t h e  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g s .  We'd go 
s e v e r a l  days wi thout  r e a l l y  being appraised of what t h e  
t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  was i n  d e t a i l  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q That w a s  one of  t h e  ques t ions  t h a t  I was going 
t o  ask you, i f  you were f a m i l i a r  with t h e  f a c t  t h a t  on 16 March, 
t h e  day t h e  opera t ion  was i n i t i a t e d ,  t h a t  Task Force Barker 
had repor ted  t h a t  they had k i l l e d  128 VC, had 2 U.S.. k i l l e d ,  
11 wounded, captured 3 weapons. 

A .  No, s i r .  I f  I knew it, s ir ,  it would have been 
from t h e  l i t t l e  d a i l y  paper we p u t  o u t  and would have read  
it t h e r e  probably 2 days l a t e r .  

Q. Yes. Well I j u s t  happen t o  have t h i s  d a i l y  
paper t o  s e e  i f  this r e f r e s h e s  your memory. This  has  been 
entered  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  Exh ib i t  M-23. I th ink  y o u ' l l  
f i n d  it r i g h t  on t h e  f r o n t  page. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  now. 

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  say I r e c a l l  it, no, sir. I d o n ' t  
v i v i d l y  r e c a l l  it. 

Q. I say  t h i s  because we have heard t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
more than  a l i t t l e  d i scuss ion  about t h i s  opera t ion  f o r  s e v e r a l  
reasons.  One, th i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  b i g  opera t ion ,  a t  l e a s t  
r epor ted ly  b i g  o p e r a t i o n ,  of t h e  11th  In fan t ry  Brigade, which 
caused people t o  s i t  up and take  no t i ce .  Another t h i n g  is 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h i s  opera t ion  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  it says 128 were 
k i l l e d ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  t h e r e  a l s o  only 3 weapons 
captured. Did you hear  any d i scuss ion  around t h e  headquar ters  
concerning t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  between 128 VC and only 3 weapons? 

A .  No, s ir ,  not  t h a t  I ever  r e c a l l .  
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Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing  t h i s .  Did you ever ,  
i n  your i n s p e c t o r  general  capac i ty ,  hear  of  a r e g o r t  by 
one of t h e  a v i a t o r s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  on t h i s  day he had 
seen what he considered unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d id  no t .  

Q. Did you ever  hear  from Chaplain LEWIS, your 
d i v i s i o n  chapla in  t h a t  he had heard ,  had repor ted  t o  him, 
t h a t  t h e r e  had been some, what might be termed unnecessary 
and ind i sc r imina te  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  h e r e  on the  16th? 

A. No, sir.  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you hear  anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
being conducted? 

A. That I could i n d e n t i f y  with t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  No, 
sir.  Any i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  were i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  t h i s  i s  t o  my 
knowledge, would have been i n v e s t i g a t e d  and were i n v e s t i -
gated by t h e  S J A ,  who was a f r i e n d  of mine. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
h i s  l a s t  name, b u t  he was a  major and he made a  p o i n t  n o t  t o  
d i scuss  any of t h e  th ings  t h a t  h i s  o f f i c e  w a s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
because he was cons tan t ly  r e l y i n g  on t h e  s t a f f  f o r  c o u r t  
members and so  f o r t h .  So he would n o t  d i s c u s s  it. But, y e s ,  
s ir ,  I d id  hear  rumors t h a t  t h e r e  were i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  under 
way, b u t  t h a t ' s  a s  f a r  a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Did t h i s  f e e l i n g  of n o t  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e s e  th ings  
so t h a t  he could se rve  on c o u r t s  and so f o r t h ,  was t h i s  
r a t h e r  ex tens ive  with d i v i s i o n  so  t h a t  people j u s t  d i d n ' t  
t a l k  about anything? 

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  s o ,  sir.  I t h i n k  it was j u s t  t h a t ,  
" I ' l l  t e l l  you t h i s  i n c i d e n t  is  going on, b u t  I w i l l  n o t  t e l l  
you t h e  u n i t  and I w i l l  n o t  t e l l  you t h e  names of t h e  ind iv id -  
u a l s  involved. We suspect  ' t h i s  happened," b u t  t h a t  would be 
t h e  e x t e n t  of it. Now i f  t h e  ind iv idua l  wanted t o  pursue it, 
and wanted t o  look i n t o  it, he  could probably g e t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  
of information from a  f r i e n d  i n  G3, a l i t t l e  b i t  of information 
from a f r i e n d  i n  G 2 ,  and p iece  it t o g e t h e r ,  
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Q Was t h e r e  a l s o  any kind pol icy  e i t h e r  w r i t t e n  
o r  unwri t ten ,  of the  f a c t  t h a t  on these  t h i n g s ,  " L e t ' s  n o t  
have any rumors passed around u n t i l  we g e t  t h e s e  th ings  
a l l  i n v e s t i g a t e d  properly?" 

A. I t  w a s  never given t o  me a s  a  p o l i c y  a s  such, sir. 

Q I ' m  n o t  saying it was a po l i cy ,  b u t  j u s t  one of 
those unwri t ten  t h i n g s  t h a t  people j u s t  d i d n ' t  do. They 
d i d n ' t  go around t a l k i n g  about what happened down i n  this 
o u t f i t  and what happened o u t  i n  t h a t  o u t f i t .  They j u s t  s o r t  
of kep t  q u i e t  about  i t ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I g o t  t h e  impression t h a t ,  a s  a s t a f f ,  
i f  they were c r i t i c a l  of t h e  subordina te  u n i t s ,  they d i d  
t a l k  about it. I l i s t e n e d  t o  s e v e r a l  conversat ions where 
p a r t i c u l a r  former members of t h e  u n i t  who had come on t h e  
s t a f f  were q u i t e  c r i t i c a l .  So I d o n ' t  subscr ibe  t o  t h a t .  
No, sir. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was some t a l k .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  know of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was 
being conducted a t  t h a t  time? Did you ever  s e e  an o rde r  
appoint ing an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  what 
might have happened i n  My Lai  o r  Son My v i l l a g e  on about 
1 6  March? 

A. No, sir. I d i d  not .  

Q Did anybody from 11th  Brigade eve r  come up and 
t a l k  t o  you about procedures f o r  conducting a formal i n v e s t i -
ga t ion?  Do you remember Colonel HENDERSON o r  Colonel BARKER 
coming up t o  you and t a l k i n g  about t h i s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  th ink  he  d i d ,  sir. He d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  m e .  
I th ink  i f  he 'd  come up e i t h e r  one would have probably t a l k e d  
wi th  Colonel HETHERLY. But I c a n ' t  say i f  they d i d  o r  d i d  no t .  
I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q I have h e r e  an e x h i b i t  which i s  l i s t e d  as R-1, 
and I would l i k e  t o  show you a s tatement  which appears a s  
an inc losure  t o  t h i s  e x h i b i t  and ask i f  you've seen t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t ement  o r  anything comparable t o  i t ?  I t ' s  
a one-page s ta tement .  
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A. N O ,  sir.  

Q - No s ta tement  l i k e  t h a t  ever  came i n  t o  your I G  
shop? 

A.  No, sir.  

Q You never have seen o r  heard of any s ta tement  
such a s  t h a t ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q . A l l  r i g h t ,  now t u r n  t h a t  page, p l e a s e ,  and look 
a t  t h e  nex t  i n c l o s u r e  which c o n s i s t s  of  two pages. This i s  
a p iece  of VC propaganda which was taken down as  having been 
broadcast  by t h e  VC and was subsequently t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  
Engl ish . ,  I would ask you t o  t ake  a quick look a t  t h a t  one 
and see  i f  you've ever  seen t h a t  p iece  of paper ,  whether it 
ever  came i n  t o  you i n  t h e  I G  o r  whether you ever  saw it i n  
t h e  headquarters  i n  t h e  G 2  shop, t h e  G 5  shop o r  anyplace i n  
headquarters?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- You have never seen t h i s  before?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q.  Never seen o r  heard anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. NO , sir .  

Q. Now t u r n  back t o  t h e  b a s i c  r e p o r t  i t s e l f .  I ' d  
ask you t o  review t h a t  quickly and j u s t  t e l l  m e  whether you've 
seen t h a t  i n  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  o r  no t?  

A. S i r ,  t h e r e ' s  something about it t h a t  r i n g s  a 
b e l l ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  pu t  my f i n g e r  on it except  t h a t  I recognize 
t h e  name. I recognize BARKER and CALHOUN. VIEDINA, I d o n ' t  
recognize t h a t  name o r  MICHLES. But I d e a l t  wi th  Colonel 
BARKER and I d e a l t  with Major CALHOUN. He was t h e  a d j u t a n t  
before  he  became t h e  S3 of t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  and as such he 
was an a c t i n g  I G  i n  t h e  b r igade ,  s o  I d e a l t  wi th  him. I ' m  
not  saying  I ' v e  never seen t h i s  document. There i s  something 
about it t h a t  r i n g s  a b e l l ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you r i g h t  now 
t h a t  I have seen it o r  r e c a l l  t h e  day t h a t  I saw it. 

I 
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Q - Was t h i s  eve r  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ,  l e t ' s  
say  over  i n  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  o r  by Major BEASLEY 
o r  any of t h e  people t h a t  were i n  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  o f f i c e ?  

A .  No, sir. I f  I saw it, s ir ,  it would be only a 
moment wi th  my boss .  I ' m  no t  saying t h a t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it be-
cause t h e r e ' s  something f a m i l i a r  about it, and I d o n ' t  know 
whether i t ' s  j u s t  reading t h e  names again o r  a c t u a l l y  t h a t  
I ' v e  seen t h i s  r e p o r t  before .  I c a n ' t  pu t  my f i n g e r  on it 
and say ,  yes ,  o r ,  no, whether I ' v e  seen it. 

Q Well, I wish you'd th ink  r e a l  hard and you might
t ake  another  look a t  it t o  see  i f  you have seen it. I f  you 
saw t h a t  document, d i d  you see  t h e  r e p o r t ?  You've i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  you h a v e n ' t  seen t h e  inc losures .  -

A .  No, s i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  I ' v e  never seen these .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e s e  a t  a l l .  

Q .  So i f  you d i d  s e e  anything,  you've only seen t h i s  
page and a p iece?  

A. Yes, sir. I f  I ' v e  seen it a t  a l l ,  I could say 
t h a t  I ' v e  never seen it, b u t  see ing  t h e  names again it j u s t  
b r ings  back a f a m i l i a r  r i n g  t o  me and I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I ' v e  
seen  it o r  not .  I c a n ' t ' v i v i d l y  r e c a l l  now ever  see ing  t h e  
document, sir.  

Q Having seen t h e  i n c l o s u r e s ,  do you th ink  t h i s  
paper i s  responsive t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  made i n  i n c l o s u r e  l ?  

A. Would you rephrase  t h e  ques t ion  again p lease ,  s i r ?  

Q I s a i d ,  having read inc losure  1, and f o r  t h a t  m a t -
t e r  inc losure  2 as w e l l ,  do you cons ider  t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  is  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  responsive t o  a l l a y  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  which it made? 
The a l l e g a t i o n  i s ,  a s  you can see .  I t  says ,  " rece ived  a l e t t e r  
conta in ing  t h e  complaint of k i l l i n g  450 c i v i l i a n s ,  inc lud ing  
c h i l d r e n  and women by American t roops .  The v i l l a g e  ch ie f  a l -
leged t h a t  an American u n i t  ope ra t ing  i n  the  a rea  on 1 6  March 
gathered and k i l l e d  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  with t h e i r  own personal  
weapons." I t  goes on t o  say,  "According t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  
t h e  American u n i t  gathered 400 c i v i l i a n s  i n  Tu Cung hamlet 
and k i l l e d  them, then  moved t o  Co Ly hamlet. A t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  
they gathered 90 more c i v i l i a n s  and k i l l e d  them." Do you 
th ink  t h a t  t h i s  paper i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  explanatory o r  expos i tory  
t o  completely s a t i s f y  t h a t  a l l e g a t i o n ?  
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A .  No, sir. Had I had anything t o  do with t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I would have wanted more information.  

Q Did you a t  any time hear  General KOSTER, General 
YOUNG, t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  t h e  1, 2 ,  3 ,  o r  t h e  5 eve r  t a l k  
about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  anything t h a t  may have t r a n s p i r e d  
down here  i n  t h e  middle of March? 

A. No, sir.  

MR MACCRATE: You ind ica ted  t h a t  you met Colonel BARKER once. 
Was it an event  t h a t  s tood o u t  i n  your mind? 

A. No, sir.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  he  was the  deputy br igade  
commander o r  t h e  XO whichever term you want t o  use a t  t h a t  
time. When they formed t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  then he took t h a t  
over. I knew t h e  a d j u t a n t  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  a s  I d e a l t  wi th  
him more. 

Q. Did you know any members of t h e  123d Aviat ion 
B a t t a l i o n  a t  Chu Lai? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - Do you remember t h e  two majors t h a t  were with 
t h e  detachment? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  names. I knew a couple of  
majors the re .  I performed one i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of an a v i a t i o n  
company. I may no t  be good f o r  names, b u t  I knew j u s t  about  
everybody i n  t h e r e  a t  one time because I t a l k e d  wi th  j u s t  
about everyone. 

Q a You d id  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  123d aero-scouts? 

A. The e n t i r e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  sir.  It was j u s t  
a morale type of th ing .  Bas ica l ly ,  t h e  men d i d n ' t  want t o  
serve  o f f i c e r s  and j u s t  s t r i c t l y  a morale type  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I went down and inves t iga ted .  , 

Q o What was t h e  morale problem of  the  123d? 

A. S i r ,  i n  my i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I found t h a t  t h e  
nucleus of  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  was taken from an' o l d  
a v i a t i o n  company which had been i n  t h e  command s e v e r a l  
months. I t  had a h i s t o r y .  I t  had accomplished something 
and when it was separa ted  from i t s  home headquarters  it 
apparent ly had been operated i n  a r a t h e r  loose manner. 
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They took away i t s  c o l o r s  and t r a d i t i o n s  and i t s  background 
and accomplishments and made it t h e  123d Aviat ion Ba t t a l ion .  
I n  so doing they  d i d n ' t  have anything. They d i d n ' t  have any 
background and then they took and p lanted  on t o p  of t h i s  com-
pany personnel who were n o t  accustomed t o  handl ing a b a t t a l i o n ,  
a b a t t a l i o n  commander, b a t t a l i o n  XO and so f o r t h .  Then they  
moved them from one p lace  where they had been b i l l e t e d  f o r  
q u i t e  some l eng th  of time i n t o  another  a rea  which d i d n ' t  have 
anything. They had t o  s t a r t  bu i ld ing  a l l  over again.  From 
one t r a n s i t i o n  t o  another ,  they had some morale problems. 
The commander wanted h i s  o f f i c e r s  served i n  t h e  mess h a l l  
and s e v e r a l  men came and complained. We i n v e s t i g a t e d  it and 
determined t h a t  t h e  background I j u s t  gave was b a s i c a l l y  t h e  
reason they had poor morale. 

Q .  DO you remember when you conducted t h i s  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  during what t ime frame? 

A.  No, sir .  I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q Can you f i x  it wi th in  a few months? Would it 
have been i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1968? 

A .  I ' m  s u r e  i t  would have been, s i r ,  because t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  was j u s t  forming up then ,  so  it should have been 
r i g h t  around t h a t  time. 

Q Well, you came t o  know a number of t h e  members 
o f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  a t  t h a t  time a s  I would understand? 

A .  J u s t  t o  know of  them, sir, no t  t o  r e c a l l  names. 
Nor d id  I d e a l  wi th  them on a day-to-day b a s i s .  

Q. Did you from time t o  time i n  t h e  course of  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t a l k  with Lieutenant  Colonel HOLLADAY, t h e  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  HOLLADAY? No, sir.  I th ink  t h i s  was t h e  one 
a f t e r  him. I t  was a f t e r  Colonel HOLLADAY. Colonel HOLLADAY 
had a l ready l e f t  a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q Was Major WATKE t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. No, sir.  This  w a s  l a t e r .  

Q Major WILSON? 
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A. WILSON I t h i n k  sounds f a m i l i a r .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
t h i n k  of t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  when I l e f t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  even 
t h i n k  of  him now. 

Q. Do you eve r  remember Colonel  HOLLADAY t a l k i n g  t o  
you about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  123d o r  some members 
i n  it and r e p o r t s  t h a t  they  had r e c e i v e d ?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q m  
 Do you remember d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  s p r i n g  
of 1968, any r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  b rought  i n  by one o f  
t h e  p i l o t s  of  t h e  123d r e l a t i n g  t o  something t h a t  he  had 
seen i n  t h e  cour,se of an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  had u p s e t  him, t h a t  
he  had t a l k e d  about  t o  h i s  s u p e r i o r s  i n  t h e  123d Av ia t ion  
B a t t a l i o n ,  a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  chap la in?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. No r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  any th ing  o f  t h a t  s o r t ?  

A. No, sir.  

I0: When you conducted your  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  
123d, d i d  you t a l k  t o  any of  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Talk  t o  any o f  t h e  c r e w  c h i e f s  and the doorgunners 
and s o  on? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  I t a l k e d  wi th  about  20 people ,  
and I t r i e d  t o  p i c k  them from a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  u n i t  and n o t  
j u s t  any s p e c i f i c a l l y  so  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether  I e l imina t ed  
any of  t h e s e  people .  I wanted a c r o s s  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  u n i t ,  
by bo th  rank and p o s i t i o n .  I ' m  s u r e  I d i d ,  sir. 

Q. What w a s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  complaint?  

A. The complaints  of t h e  s e n i o r  people ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  
s e r g e a n t s  and s o  f o r t h ,  w e r e  g e n e r a l ,  t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  f e e l  
any a t tachment  t o  t h e  u n i t .  They had come from ano the r  u n i t  
wi th  a  background. They f e l t  an  accomplishment, a s ense  of  
accomplishment f o r  t h e  u n i t  and s o  f o r t h ,  ve ry  g e n e r a l .  Where-
as t h e  lower ranking  men were more s p e c i f i c .  Long hour s ,  
hard  work, having t o  perform t h e i r  d u t i e s  and a t  t h e  same 
t ime c l e a n  up t h e  a r e a ,  t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  a  d e c e n t  p l a c e  t o  
l i v e  p l u s  performing KP and t h e  added a d d i t i o n  of  s e r v i n g  
o f f i c e r s .  J u s t  about  t h a t  way-- 
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did any of them t e l l  you t h a t  
some of t h e  people had reques ted  t r a n s f e r  o u t  t h e  organi-
za t ion?  For example a l o t  o.f these  people had come t o  
t h e  u n i t  from the a r t i l l e y  b a t t a l i o n  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n .  
Was t h i s  brought t o  l i g h t ?  

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  I knew some of  
them had come from t h e  160th.. That would form the  base ,  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  now. 

Q. There were two companies t h e r e  a s  you r e c a l l  
i n  the  123d. Alpha Company was j u s t  t h e  ordinary s l i c k  
company, and Bravo Company was t h e  aero-scout company, 
with the  H-23's, l a t e r  some L O H ' s  and a l s o  some guns and 
a couple of s l i c k s  f o r  command and c o n t r o l .  They had 
some more s l i c k s  f o r  l i f t ,  t oo .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  they a l s o  
had a ground p la toon ,  d id  they not?  

-
A. Right,  sir .  

Q Right. But you never rece ived  any complaints
about f l y i n g  and t h e  way they were c o n t r o l l e d  o p e r a t i o n a l l y ?  
I t ' s  a l l  j u s t  a ma t t e r  of t h i s  admin i s t r a t ive  overload? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q. Well, d i d  you hear  any s ta tement  a t  a l l ,  Major 
PARNELL, s ta tements  o r  comments, o r  d id  you overhear any-
th ing  which a t  any time caused you t o  be s u s p i c i ~ u st h a t  
something may have happened down i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  about the  
middle of March? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I r e c a l l  hear ing ,  t h i s  
was again t a l k i n g  with the  S J A  a t  t h a t  t ime, t h e r e  was no mention 
of a t r o c i t i e s ,  except  rape was concerned, and I d i d  n o t  t i e  
t h a t  i n  with t h i s .  I d i d n ' t  connect the  two and t h a t  was t h e  
only th ing  t h a t  I r e c a l l  hear ing ,  s ir .  

Q. There was, subsequent t o  t h i s  a case down i n  
t h i s  a rea  involv ing  rape and s o  f o r t h ,  bu t  i n  the  month 
of June which you may r e c a l l  involved s e v e r a l  people charged 
with rape,  i n  which t h e r e  was an o rde r  published by d i v i s i o n  
and it was proper ly  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and repor ted .  Is t h a t  
conceivably t h e  i n c i d e n t  you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. I t  could have been. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q- How long have you been i n  t h e  I G  bus iness?  

A. When t h i s  incident--

Q- No, no, your t o t a l  s e r v i c e  t o  t h i s  d a t e .  How 
long have you been i n  the  I G ?  

A. Approximately 8 months, s ir .  

Q Eigh t  months. And t h a t  was dur ing  t h e  t ime you 
were t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- But you knew t h e  d i v i s i o n  procedures and so  
f o r t h  q u i t e  w e l l  so  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g e t  your p r o f e s s i o n a l  
opinion on something. L e t ' s  say one of t h e  chap la ins  
received word of unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s .  This  
i s  n o t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  chapla in ,  t h i s  i s  another  chap la in ,  
one of t h e  subordina te  u n i t s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  What's 
h i s  proper course of a c t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  he  has  two channels ,  t h r e e  a c t u a l l y .  H e  
can come up through t h e  chapla in  channels and go t o  s e e  h i s  
next  chapla in .  He can come up through command channels ,  o r  
he could come d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  I G ' s  o f f i c e .  Actua l ly  t h r e e  
avenues of approach. 

Q. H e ' s  a chapla in  now. He's ass igned t o  a u n i t ,  
t o  a headquar ters .  Of a l l  t hose  you mentioned, what i s  t h e  
most d e s i r a b l e  channel? Now, we ' re  t a l k i n g  about  an a t r o c i t y ,  
ind i sc r imina te  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  women and ch i ld ren .  
What's t h e  s o l u t i o n ?  

A. The s o l u t i o n  from my p o i n t  of  view, s i r ,  would 
t o  be t o  t a k e  it d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  commander involved o r  a t  
l e a s t  t h e  commander above him and g ive  him an  oppor tuni ty  
t o  c o r r e c t  it. Then i f  you d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  he has  taken 
c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  o r  has  a c t u a l l y  t r i e d  t o  cover  it up you 
s t i l l  have a l l  t h e  o t h e r  avenues open t o  you. A s  a pro-
f e s s i o n a l  s o l d i e r  i f  I heard it took p l a c e  i n  one o f  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n s ,  1 would take  it t o  t h e  b r igade  commander and 
say t h i s  i s  what I heard.  Then i f  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  
br igade  commander took t h e  appropr ia t e  ac t ion--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  L e t ' s  say t h i s  came t o  t h e  suppor t  
command chapla in  o r  t h e  DIVARTY chap la in ,  who should he see?  
This has  t o  do wi th  something down i n  one of the t a c t i c a l  
u n i t s .  
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A. I t ' s  n o t  under h i s  command a t  a l l ,  o r  i t ' s  n o t  
a p a r t ?  

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  b u t  i t ' s  s t i l l  a r e p o r t  t h a t  has e 

come t o  him o f f i c i a l l y .  

A. S i r ,  I'd say again t ake  it t o  command channels 
and then  i f  you d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  you g o t  any a c t i o n  t h e r e ,  
then  d i r e c t  it to  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l  and he can i n i t i a t e  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q You say  t o  t h e  command, which command a r e  you 0 

t a l k i n g  about? 

A. To h i s  own command. 

Q- H i s  own command? 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q e  
 You wouldn ' t  t ake  it t o  t h e  commander of  t h e  
u n i t  involved? 

A, No, sir.  

Q Of course ,  t h e r e '  s another  s o l u t i o n  which you 
h a v e n ' t  mentioned and t h a t '  s t o  t ake  it t o  a l l  t h r e e ,  i s n ' t  
i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I th ink  you've answered my ques t ion  a l l  r i g h t ,  o 

Major PARNELL, and I d i d n ' t  mean t o  pu t  words i n  your mouth 
a t  a l l  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  You a r e  f a m i l i a r  with USARV re-' 
g u l a t i o n s  and t h e  o v e r a l l  theme and emphasis which General  
WESTMORELAND and everybody e l s e  placed upon t h i s  i n  t h e  
command. P a r t i c u l a r l y  be ing  i n  t h e  I G  o r  the  J A G  bus iness ,  
I would be su re  t h a t  you ' r e  we l l  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  handl ing 
and t rea tment  of noncombatants, PWs and so on. 

A,  Yes, sir ,  I ' v e  read  t h e  r egu la t ion .  I th ink  
i f  anything had come t o  l i g h t  i n  our  o f f i c e  we'd have made 
an i n i t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and turned it over t o  t h e  commander 
and he would have given i t  t o  t h e  JAG.  
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Q. W e  apprec ia te  you coming i n .  If subsequently
you th ink  of anything e l s e  a s  a  r e s u l t  of  t h i s  d i scuss ion  
t h i s  a f te rnoon o r  i f  yo[- can r e c a l l  any documents of any 
form, r e p o r t s ,  d i r e c t i v e s  map, a e r i a l  photos,  and t h e  l i k e ,  
we'd apprec ia te  hear ing  about those .  I f  such does come t o  
mind, we'd apprec ia te  you g e t t i n g  i n  touch with t h i s  o f f i c e  
so  we can take  advantage of t h a t  information.  A t  t h i s  time 
~ ' dl i k e  t o  g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  t o  ask any ques t ions  
which you may l i k e  t o  address t o  us o r  i f  you would l i k e  
t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  the record.  

A. I have no s tatement .  

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  this time. 

1970.) 
(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1715 hours ,  26 January 
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. . 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: PARSON, Nels T., COL . 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 12 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1.968: Chief of Staff, America1 
Division 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Colonel PARSON stated that his first knowledge of the 
incident was a recollection that a helicopter pilot reported 
the killing of civilians and that an ADC was to look into 
it (pgs. 6,9). 

2. ASSAULT ON.MY LA1. 
On 16 March 1968, the division log (Exhibit M-6) had a 

mention of the body count but he a d  not recall that it 
raised any discussion or that it was presented at the 
evening briefing (pg. 7 )  . He [recalledno discussion on the 
ratio of enemy KIA to weapons captured or to friendly RIA 
( ~ g *8 )  

3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

He did\not recall any discussion between Colonel 
HENDERSON and General KOSTER on 16 March-1968 concerning 
noncombatants being killed (pg. 9) nor 1 di4 he recall 
WATKE and HOLLADAY asking for an audience with either 
General KOSTER or YOUNG. However, he'cpmded that this 
could be where he first heard of the incident. 
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4. REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS. 


a. He knew, that HENDERSON was' preparing a report 

(pg. 14). He did' not recall seeing this report but 

stated it could have been delivered directly to General 

KOSTER (pg. 15). He recalled no subsequent action being 

taken with the report (pg. 16). although he skated that it 

would appear proper that the division commander would have 

appointed someone for further investigation (pg. 17). The 

only investigation that was being made was HENDERSON'S 

(pg. 18) and no formal investigation was received by him 

to his recollection (pgs. 18, 28). 


b. He recalled a document from either the province 
chief of Quang Ngai Province-or the 2d ARVN Division 
Commander on the same subject but did not recall the 
contents (pgs. 10, 13) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 


a. He did not recall Co Lay or any incidents in that 

area (pg. 25). 


b. He did not think marijuana was a problem in the 

division nor 	did he recall its use during this operation 

(pgs. 28, 29). 


c. There was an SOP in the division that required 

the artillery commander to investigate any artillery 

incidents. This was not handled as an artillery incident, 

nor was it handled as was a later incident which occurred 

in May (pgs. 17, 18, 23). 


d. He did not recall any overt or covert act which 

attempted to cover up the incident of My Lai (4) (pg. 24). 
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SUMMARY O F  RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: PARSON, N e l s  A. COL 

DATES OF TESTIMONY: 13 ,  1 7  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: F a i l u r e  t o  obey t h e  g e n e r a l  
r e g u l a t i o n s  concerning war crimes; d e r e l i c t i o n  o f  du ty ;  
f a l s e  swear ing;  suppres s ion  o f  and consp i r acy  t o  suppres s  
i n fo rma t ion  and r e p o r t s ;  an accessory  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t  t o  
acts committed by American t r o o p s  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a ;  
m i s p r i s i o n  of a f e l o n y ,  and v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w s  o f  w a r .  

COUNSEL: J o e  P. CASEY, LTC, JAGC, O f f i c e  of t h e  Judge 
Advocate Genera l ,  Department o f  t h e  Amy,  Washington, D.C. 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Chief  of S t a f f ,  America1 
Div is ion .  

1. HIS KNOWLEDGE OF REPORTS. 

a. H i s  knowledge o f  t h e  Dis t r ic t  C h i e f ' s  l e t te r .  

The w i t n e s s  w a s  shown ~ x h i b i t  M-28, a le t te r  
w r i t t e n  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  
i n  March o f  1968 (pg. 4'5) . H e  w a s  a l s o  shown ~ x h i b i t  
M-34, a l a t e r  l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  prov ince  
c h i e f  w r i t t e n  on 11 A p r i l  1968 (pg. 4 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  could 
n o t  p o s i t i v e l y  s ay  which of t h e  two letters he  had seen, b u t  
he  had seen  one of them. H e  f e l t  t h a t  he saw it i n  General  
KOSTER's o f f i c e  b u t  d i d  n o t  remember a c o n v e r s a t i o n  about  
it (pg. 4 6 )  . ~ & ed t n e s s  was reminded t h a t  he s t a t e d  h e  
had seen  a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by a v ie tnamese  o f f i c i a l  e i t h e r  
b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  Colonel  HENDERSON t u r n e d  h i s  r e p o r t  i n ,  and 
t h a t  h e  s a i d  h e  had given t h i s  l e t t e r  to  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commanding g e n e r a l  (pg. 4 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s a i d  t h a t  h i s  
p r i o r  s t a t m e n t  might have been an i n a d v e r t e n t  ove r s t a t emen t ,  
a l t hough  h e  f e l t  t h a t  he  "must have g i v e n  it t o  him" (pg-48). 

b e  Colonel  HENDERSON'S i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Genera l  KOSTER d i r e c t e d  
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HENDERSON t o  make a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  h e  could  n o t  
r e c a l l  whether it w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  based upon t h e  
complaint  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  which was r e c e i v e d  i n  
the h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  o r  i f  i t  was based upon t h e  l e t t e r  from 
L ieu tenan t  Colone l  K H I E N  which a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  headqua r t e r s  
i n  m i d - ~ p r i l  (pg, 5 0 ) .  He was shown E x h i b i t  R-1,  which 
w a s  HENDERSON'SRepor t  d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l  1968 (pg. 56) , b u t  
h e  was n o t  s u r e  when h e  had r ece ived  it o r  t h a t  he passed  
it on t o  General  KOSTER (pg. 56) . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
HENDERSON handing  him the r e p o r t  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  it w a s  
"probably t h e  c a s e . "  H e  did know t h a t  HENDERSON wrote  a 
r e p o r t  and t h a t  it g o t  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  (pg. 56) . H e  
remembered on ly  ane r e p o r t  and r e c a l l e d  it t o  b e  a 
r e f u t a t i o n  o r  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  even t s  (pg. 5 7 ) .  Even 
though KOSTER d e p a r t e d - f o r  R&R on 28 A p r i l ,  t o  r e t u r n  on 
7  May, t h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  KOSTER, and n o t  YOUNG, had 
r ece ived  t h e  r e p o r t  (pgs.  57,  5 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  was aga in  
shown E x h i b i t  R-1-and, a f t e r  examining i t ,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  
it appeared t o  b e  a r e f u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  (pg. 6 0 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  who prepared  t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  and w a s  n o t  
s u r e  i f  he had s e e n  it p rev ious ly  (pg. 60) . H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r d e r i n g  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  be  
conducted because  h e  found HENDERSON'S Report  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  
(pgs .  6 0 ,  61) . The w i t n e s s  was unable  t o  s t a t e  t h e  l a s t  
p l a c e  he saw t h e  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
t h a t  h e  saw it anywhere a f t e r  he had seen  it i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i c e .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  showing i t  t o  anyone (pgs .  66, 67) . 
2 .  THE WITNESS' ASSOCIATION WITH THE QUANG NGAI PROVINCE 
ADVISORY STAFF. 

I n  response  t o  q u e s t i o n s  a s k i n g  why h e  had made s e v e r a l  
t r i p s  t o  Quang Ngai C i t y  and h a r e c e i v e d  s e v e r a l  t e lephone  
ca l ls  from t h e  Quang Ngai Advisory S t a f f  around t h i s  t i m e ,  
t h e  w i tnes s  s t a t e d  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  what t h e  r ea son  w a s  
f o r  t h e s e  c o n t a c t s  (pg. 5 1 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had 
v i s i t e d  Quang Ngai Province from time t o - t i m e ,  and t h a t  
Colonel  HUTTER, the 2d ARVN Div is ion  a d v i s o r ,  w a s  an o l d  
f r i e n d  (pgs,  51, 5 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  v i s i t i n g  L ieu tenan t  
Colonel  G U I N N  o r  M r .  MAY b u t  f e l t  t h a t  he must have,  and 
r e c a l l e d  on ly  a few c o n t a c t s  w i t h  e i t h e r  o f  them ( ~ g . 5 3 ) ~  
H e  r e c a l l e d  once,  when i n  t h e  2d ARVN a r e a  G U I N N  i n t roduced  
h imse l f .  The w i t n e s s  thought  t h a t  KOSTER was p r e s e n t  a t  the  
t ime (pg. 5 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  purpose o f  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  v i s i t  and s t a t e d  he  probably had seen  Colonel  
TOAN t h a t  day. H e  d i d  no t  remember KOSTER sending  him down 
t o  check w i t h  Colonel  TOAN on t h e  subs t ance  o f  a  paper  which 
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KOSTER had received (pgs. 5 4 ,  5 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
d iscuss ion  wi th  t h e  Vietnamese o r  US personnel  concerning 
an i n c i d e n t  which had happened a t  Son My during March of 
1968 (pg. 5 6 ) .  H i s  only explanat ion  f o r  h i s  conversat ions 
or  v i s i t s  from Quang Ngai was t h e  development o f  a new 
rappor t  wi th  Colonel HUTTER (pg. 6 5 ) .  

3 .  DISCUSSION OF THE OFFICE FILING SYSTEM. 

The wi tness ,  i n  response t o  a ques t ion  asking why no 
copies  of any r e p o r t  could be found i n  t h e  America1 
~ i v i s i o n  Headquarters,  s t a t e d  he d i d  n o t  know (pg. 6 6 ) .  
He s t a t e d  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  an a c t  of suppressioq nor d id  he 
f e e l  he was a  p a r t y  t o  it (pg. 66) . He s t a t e d  he d i d  n o t  
des t roy  any r e p o r t s  (pg. 9 3 )  . He r e c a l l e d  an I G  in spec t ion  
by USARV, b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  screening  any papers i n  t h e  
headquarters  t o  e l imina te  any unnecessary f i l e s  (pg. 9 3 )  . 
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a  per iod  where a drawer became s tuck  i n  
t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  genera l  s t a f f ' s  s a f e  (pg. 100) . He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  kept  a f i l e  i n  h i s  lower r ight-hand drawer 
which was a s e r i e s  of envelopes marked by s t a f f  s e c t i o n ,  
i n  which he  would pu t  papers p e r t a i n i n g  t o  each one 
(pg. 1 0 0 ) .  He would'not keep anything c l a s s i f i e d  i n  h i s  
desk (pg. 100) .  

4 .  HIS DISCUSSIONS W I T H  OTHERS. 

a. Discussion wi th  Colonel HOLLADAY. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  
during t h e  opera t ion  were f i r s t  brought t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  by 
Colonel HOLLADAY who repor ted  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  
c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 68). When read por t ions  o f  HOLLADAY's 
testimony, the witness s t a t e d  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  having 
a d i scuss ion  wi th  HOLLADAY (pgs.  6 9 ,  7 0 ) .  He a l s o  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  showing Colonel HOLLADAY a copy of Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  
and a reading of  HOLLADAY's testimony on t h i s  p o i n t  d i d  n o t  
r e f r e s h  h i s  memory (pgs. 89, 9 0 )  . 

b.  Discussions wi th  Colonel ANISTRANSKI. 

The wi tness  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel 
ANISTRANSKI about t h i s  ma t t e r  (pg. 8 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c o l l e c t  Colonel ANISTRANSKI confe r r ing  with General 
KOSTER on t h e  p o i n t  (pg. 81) . 
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Di scuss ions  w i th  Chaplain  LEWIS. 

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  C I D  agen t  who 
. 	 i n t e rv i ewed  him t o l d  him that  Colonel  LEWIS had brought  

t h e  f a c t  6f t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g s  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  
b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  recal l  t h i s  happening (pg. 68) . When 
r ead  a p o r t i o n  o f  Colonel  LEWIS' t es t imony,  t h e  w i t n e s s  
s t i l l  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 7 6 ) .  

5 .  ROLE I N  THE INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSISTANT DIVISION 

COMMANDERS. 


The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had a vague r e c o l l e c t i o n  
t h a t  one o f  t h e  A D C ' s  was d i spa t ched  t o  look i n t o  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  (pg. 6 8 ) .  He s t a t e d  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Major 
WATKE and Colonel  HOLLADAY coming t o  him t o  a sk  t o  t a l k  
t o  e i t h e r  t h e  ADC o r  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  b u t  t h e  
i n fo rma t ion  came t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  somehow and h e  f e l t  
t h a t  p o s s i b l y  General  YOUNG t o l d  him about  it (pg. 6 9 ) .  
The wi tnes s  s t a t e d ,  a g a i n ,  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  " took t h i s  
p a r t  over , "and  t h a t  he f e l t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  were do ing  what 
needed t o  be  done (pg. 71) . Although as c h i e f  of  s t a f f  
h e  w a s  running t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  s t a f f  he  s t a t e d  he was n o t  
"running t h o s e  two g e n e r a l s "  (pg. 7 1 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  h e  
should  w a i t  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from them b e f o r e  
doing anyth ing  f u r t h e r  on t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  7 2 ) .  He d i d  
n o t  f e e l  t h a t  h e  shou ld  o v e r r i d e  t h e  g e n e r a l s  o r  do 
t h i n g s  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (pg. 7 3 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  
i f  no r e p o r t  went forward then  t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  con-
cerned f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  enough t o  b o t h e r  r e p o r t i n g  it 
(pg. 7 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  it w a s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a back channel  
message w a s  s e n t ,  b u t  o the rwi se  h e  knew o f  no formal  w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t  (pgs .  78, 79) . Upon f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  t h e  
w i tnes s  s t a t e d  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a s t a t e m e n t  on t h e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  g e n e r a l s  t h a t  t hey  had taken  over  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
b u t  t h a t  it was j u s t  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  he had (pgs .  81, 82) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  want t o  l e a v e  t h e  impress ion t h a t  t hey  would t a k e  
care of  t h e  matter, b u t  he s t a t e d  t h a t  he thought  t h e  ADC, 
General  YOUNG, was t o  look i n t o  t h i s  (pg. 82) . The w i t n e s s  
f e l t  t h a t  a f t e r  HOLLADAY1s r e p o r t ,  t h e  g e n e r a l s  went a f t e r  
t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  " see  what it w a s  a l l  about"  (pgs .  84, 85) . 
He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any d i r e c t i o n  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON i n  t h e  
form o f  w r i t i n g  n o r  was he p r i v y  t o  an o r d e r  t o  HENDERSON 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  m a t t e r .  He d i d  n o t  b r i n g  t h e  SJA, I G ,  
o r  t h e  G5 i n t o  t h i s  because he  f e l t  t h a t  he was awa i t i ng  t h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  e i t h e r  from t h e  ADC o r  HENDERSON 
(pg. 8 6 ) .  He d i d  l e a r n  somehow t h a t  HENDERSON w a s  t o  make an 
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i n v e s t i g a t i . o n  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  
of i t  (pg. 75 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  a paper  s igned  by 
HENDERSON d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  w a r r a n t  o f  f i . c e r '  
(pg. 75) .  Nor di.d h e  r e c a l l  a longe r  r e p o r t  coming i n t o  
t h e  o f f i c e  i n  e a r l y  A p r i l  (pg. 76 ) .  

6. OTHER INFORMATION. 
B 

a. The w i t n e s s  d i scus sed  ano the r  w a r  cr imes i n c i d e n t  
which occu r red  i n  May i n  another  u n i t  i n  which they  
a t tempted  t o  keep t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  . q u i e t  as p o s s i b l e  
t o  avoid  t h e  propaganda use  t h a t  would' b e  made  o f  it (pg. 76) . 
H e  s t a t e d  f r e q u e n t  r e p o r t s  were made t o  MACV on t h a t  
a c t i o n  by t h e  J A  who s e n t  p rog res s  r e p o r t s  (pgs.76,  7 7 ) .  

b. H e  d i s c u s s e d  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  General  KOSTER 
and d e s c r i b e d  him a s  a man who w a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  become 
acqua in ted  w i t h  (pgs. 58-59). He f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n -
s h i p  w a s  n o t  a c l o s e  one i n i t i a l l y , b u t  that by t h e  t ime 
that KOSTER l e f t  he  had e s t a b l i s h e d  a r a p p o r t  w i t h  him 
(pg. 5 9 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h e r e  were a number o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  went 
on i n  the d i v i s i o n  t h a t  KOSTER d i d  n o t  in form PARSON about  
(pg. 5 9 ) .  He would n o t  a c t  on h i s  own w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  from General  KOSTER on any s e r i o u s  m a t t e r  
(pg. 8 7 ) .  He could  approach t h e  g e n e r a l  and f e l t  t h a t  
he  probably d i d  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  (pg. 8 7 ) .  H e  de sc r ibed  
t h e  b r i e f i n g s  and s t a t e d  t h a t  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  g e n e r a l  would 
excuse everyone b u t  t h e  two A D C 1 s  w i t h  whom he  would have, 
an a d d i t i o n  conference  (pg. 9 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  ano the r  
oppor tun i ty  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  d a y ' s  e v e n t s  would occu r  b e f o r e  
t h e  evening m e a l  (pg. 9 8 ) .  H e  a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  
G 3  and G 2  worked d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  commanding gene ra l ,  
and it w a s  t h e r e f o r e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  t o  
be  informed because they  used t h i s  d i r e c t  r o u t e  (pg. 9 8 )  . 

c .  The w i t n e s s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  ADC'S 
d e s c r i L ~ n gGeneral  GALLOWAY a s  l e s s  a g g r e s s i v e  t han  General  
RYDER who was s t r o n g  about  what shou ld  b e  done and who had 
been i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  longe r  t han  General  KOSTER (pg. 99 ) . 
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EXHIBITS . 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

MACV ~ e g u l a t i o n20-4 	 Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  72 -
T A N ' S  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N  	 W i t  had been. shown 
2 8  Mar 6 8  	 t h e  l e t t e r  du r ing  

prev lous  testimony. 
45 . 

W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
Census Grievance Report  it. 95 
TOAN'S d i r e c t i v e  t o  Mentioned t o  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t e  w i tnes s .  67 

W l t  d l d  n o t  
VC propaganda b roadcas t  remember it. . 47,48 
TAN'S l e t t e r  t o  RKIEN,W i t  could  n o t  say  
11 Apr 68 	 where he  had s e e n  . 

t h e  l e t te r .  
-

45,46 


VC propaganda Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  93 
Wltness dld n o t  

HENDERSON 's r e p o r t  remember it. 47,48 
I 
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(.The hear ing  reconvened a t  0901 hours ,  12 
December 1 969 .) 

10: The h e a r i n g , w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The following persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR mCCRaTE MR WALSH , COL MILLER, COL WHALEN , 
COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

COLONEL WHALEN and Lieutenant  Colonel PATTERSON 
w i l l  be  sworn. Please s t a n d  and r a i s e  your r i g h t  hand. 

(COL Thomas F. WHALEN and LTC James H .  PATTERSON 
were duly sworn. l 

RCDR: S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Colonel N e l s  PARSON. 

(COL PARSON was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 

RCDR : Colonel PARSON, s i r ,  would you s t a t e  your f u l l  
name, grade,  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  
o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Nels August PARSON, Jr. , Colonel ,  

ass igned t o  Headquarters,  Combat Development co&and, 

F o r t  Be lvo i r ,  V i rg in ia .  


RCDR: Thank you, sir.  

I0: Colonel PARSON, be fo re  we proceed wi th  any ques- 
t i o n s ,  I s h a l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of determining t h e  f a c t s  and 
making f ind ings  and recommendations concerning two mat t e r s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  chain of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as t h e  lily Lai  Inc iden t  of 16 March 1 9 6 8 ,  and 

(2) p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  wi thhold ing  
of information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and 
t o  f u r n i s h  information regarding  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  J 
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This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  not  being conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances a s  t o  what hap-
pened a t  My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes 
which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

Do you have any ques t ions  on those?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  inves-
t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  

Your testimony t h i s  morning w i l l  be  taken  under 
oa th .  A verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t a p e  
recording i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  
be ing  taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  tes t imony,  o r  a t  
l e a s t  p a r t s  of it, may l a t e r  become a ma t t e r  of pub l i c  
knowledge. 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  people i n  t h i s  room who may 
ask you ques t ions .  M r .  WEST on my r i g h t ;  Colonel MILLER 
on h i s  r i g h t ,  and Colonel FRWKLIN have been des ignated  from 
Department of t h e  Army as  a s s i s t a n t s ,  and they  a r e  author-
i z e d  t o  ask ques t ions  i n  my b e h a l f .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  on my l e f t  
i s  M r .  MACCRATE, and t o  your l e f t  is  M r .  WALSH, who 
have volunteered t o  serve  as  l e g a l  counsel t o  a s s i s t  m e  and 
they ,  t o o ,  a r e  au thor ized  t o  ask ques t ions .  However, I 
have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  evidence and making 
t h e  f ind ings  and recommendations. 

You a r e  ordered no t  t o  dLscuss your testimony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance o f  o f f i c i a l  
d u t i e s ,  o r  as  you might be r equ i red  t o  do before  a  competent 
j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

In  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  caut ioned t h a t  i f  you a r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s sued  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley ,  
your appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
and t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  
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Do you have any ques t ions  of m e  on what I have 
ind ica ted  thus  f a r ?  

A.  NO,  s ir .  

Q. Colonel MILLER, do you have any information you 
want t o  pass  on? 

COL MILLER: No, sir. 

10: Colonel PARSON, what was your duty assignment 
on 16 March 1968? 

A. I w a s  ch ief  of s t a f f  of t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  
sir.  

Q- A t  t h i s  t ime,  was t h e  America1 Divis ion  a l s o  
known as  t h e  23d Divis ion? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q- How long had you been i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A .  Since 2 February, s i r ,  of t h a t  same year .  

Q. Is t h a t  when t h e  d i v i s i o n  was o f f i c i a l l y
organized? 

A. No, sir.  The d i v i s i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s h o r t  
time before  I became t h e  chief  of s t a f f  of  t h e  u n i t  known 
as t h e  Americal Divis ion ,  and l a t e r  t h e  des igna t ion  of t h e  
23d. I would have t o  do some research  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  exact  
d a t e  it was c a l l e d  o r  dec lared  a d i v i s i o n  r a t h e r  than a 
t a sk  force .  

The term and t h e  number a r e  synonymous? 

Yes, s ir .  

Q. The term America1 and 23d be ing  one and 
the same? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q How long d id  you remain i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

J 
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A. U n t i l  l a t e  August, s i r ,  24  August of t h e  same 
year .  

Q. Colonel PARSON, a f t & - t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  My Lai 
i n c i d e n t  h i t  t h e  p r e s s  sometime i n  August o r  September of 
t h i s  y e a r ,  have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody from wi th in  t h e  d iv i -
s i o n  o r  a s soc ia ted  wi th  t h i s  opera t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Only one,  s i r .  I met, q u i t e  by acc iden t ,  Br igad ie r  
General GALLOWAY, who was one of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  
commanders, a t  F o r t  Benning, while  I was on leave .  I was 
pass ing  through t h e r e  v i s i t i n g  f r i e n d s  and I happened t o  meet 
him a t  a demonstration we mutually went t o .  He spoke t o  m e  
and I spoke t o  him, and he asked me i f  I had been approached 
i n  connection wi th  t h i s ,  and I s a i d ,  "No." And he s a i d  he 
had n o t ,  e i t h e r .  That was t h e  beginning and t h e  end of our  
conversat ion.  

Q. A t  t h e  t ime,  General KOSTER was t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- One of t h e  A D C ' s  was General YOUNG? 

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q The other--was he a  co lonel  o r  was he  a l r eady  
a b r i g a d i e r  genera l?  

A .  I th ink  he was s t i l l  a colonel  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q . I know he was promoted i n  t h a t  time per iod .  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q What were h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ?  

A.  It  w a s n ' t  very s p e c i f i c .  The d i v i s i o n  commander 
had n o t  given them p r e c i s e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of one versus 
t h e  o t h e r .  He, I b e l i e v e ,  had t h e  d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  a s  a 
commander t o  r e p o r t  upon, and some of t h e  o t h e r  suppor t ing  
u n i t s .  There was no c l e a r  des igna t ion ,  ADC maneuver versus 
ADC suppor t ,  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what 
u n i t s  he was r e p o r t i n g  on. 

(PARSON) 4 
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Q. Then t h e r e  is a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Colonel o r  General 
GALLOWAY, a s  the  case may be,  had some personal  knowledge 
of what might have t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  .on  16 March? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t ' s  poss ib le .  

Q. I f  he, f o r  example, was overseeing t h e  a c t i v i -  
t ies of a r t i l l e r y  and poss ib ly  some o t h e r  support  o r  combat 

support  u n i t s ?  


A. Yes, sir.  General KOSTER used t h e  two A D C ' s  as  

the  occasion demanded. One would go t o  t h e  11th  Brigade as 

much as  t h e  o t h e r ,  a s  f a r  a s  I r e c a l l ,  depending on what 

the na ture  of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  were. 


Q- Did some of t h e  maneuver commands t h i n k  t h a t  
they were r e p o r t i n g  t o  General YOUNG? I ask t h i s  ques t ion  
because I have had i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t ,  "I r e p o r t e d  it t o  my 
commanding o f f i c e r . "  When you g e t  down t o  it you f i n d  
that t h e  next  immediate commander is  General YOUNG, so  I 
ask t h e  ques t ion  concerning how, e x a c t l y ,  t h e  A D C ' s  and 
t h e  commanding genera l  funct ion  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  issuance 
of o rde r s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and who is  respons ib le  t o  whom? 

I 

A. The A D C ' s  were r a t e r s  and General KOSTER was 

t h e  i n d o r s e r  of t h e  br igade  commanders', Div is ion  A r t i l l e r y  

commander's, and Support Command commander's e f f i c i e n c y  

r e p o r t s .  Cer ta in ly  t h e r e  was no doubt b u t  t h a t  General 


, 	KOSTER was t h e  commanding genera l  and he w a s  u l t ima te ly  re-
spons ib le  f o r  the  u l t ima te  a u t h o r i t y .  I would be su rp r i sed  
i f  any o f f i c e r  wi th  any s e n i o r i t y  a t  a l l  would be l i eve  o the r -  
wise. Of course ,  General YOUNG i s  a very s t r o n g ,  competent 
o f f i c e r  and would c e r t a i n l y  be i s s u i n g  o r d e r s  t o  o f f i c e r s  i n  
General ROSTER'S name o r  h i s  own r i g h t ,  f e e l i n g  t h a t  he had 
s u f f i c i e n t  a u t h o r i t y  t o  do so.  I could understand how some-
one could t h i n k  t h a t  h i s  boss was General YOUNG. That is 
understandable,  bu t  c e r t a i n l y  any sen io r  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  had 
any time i n  t h e  Army would be aware t h a t  General  KOSTER was 
the commander. 

Q. Would t h i s  f e e l i n g  have been so s t r o n g  t h a t  t h e  

br igade commanders f e l t  t h a t  they d i d  n o t  have f r e e , a n d  

immediate access  t o  the  commanding genera l?  


A. I c a n ' t  imagine s o ,  sir.  N o ,  sir. I f  t h e r e  was 

any such atmosphere, I was n o t  aware of it. 
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Q Did you t a l k  t o  anybody e l s e  o t h e r  than  General 
GALLOWAY from t h e  t ime t h a t  you f i r s t  heard of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
u n t i l  your appearance he re  t h i s  morning? 

A. No, sir .  

Q Was any of your d i scuss ion  wi th  General GALLOWAY 
of a subs tan t ive  n a t u r e ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I gave you s u b s t a n t i v e l y  what it amounted 
t o .  I t  was a query as  t o  whether o r  no t  I had been c a l l e d  by 
anyone o r  n o t  and whether he had been, and as  I r e c a l l  he had 
n o t .  That was the end of t h e  conversa t ion .  I t  was i n t e r -
rupted  by a demonstration t h a t  was about t o  begin,  and we never  
went back on t h e  s u b j e c t .  

Q What w a s  your knowledge of t h i s  opera t ion  i n  t h e  
Son My a r e a  on t h e  16 th  of March before  t h e  opera t ion  was 
a c t u a l l y  i n i t i a t e d ?  

A .  I had no knowledge of it befo re  it was i n i t i a t e d ,  
s ir .  No apprec iab le  knowledge. 

&. What w a s  your f i r s t  knowledge of i t ?  \ 

A .  I r e c a l l ,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  only way I am a b l e  t o  
a s s o c i a t e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  from what I r e c a l l - - I  r e c a l l  t h a t  
a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had repor ted  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  
probably unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  cause,  whether it was a r t i l l e r y  o r  small  arms f i r e  o r  
what. I have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  one of t h e  A D C ' s  was t o  
look i n t o  i t ,  and t h a t  was my f i r s t  awareness of it. 

10: May I have t h e  log  of t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

(The recorde r  hands t h e  log  of t h e  Americal 
~ i v i s i o n ,Exh ib i t  M - 6 ,  t o  t h e  I0 .) 

Q Colonel PARSON, I have here  a reproduct ion of 
t h e  log  of t h e  Americal Divis ion with t h e  d a t e  of  16 March 
1 9 6 8 .  There a r e  s e v e r a l  i tems which have been checked and 
i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  which a r e  of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t .  I would 
r e f e r  t h i s  document t o  you and ask you i f  you had seen it, 
and i f  t h e s e  ma t t e r s  were c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ,  e i t h e r  
o f f i c i a l l y  by somebody from t h e  G2 o r  t h e  G 3  shop coming t o  
you o r  o t h e r  people,  o r  whether t h i s  was c a l l e d  t o  your 
a t t e n t i o n  during t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ?  
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(The I0 hands t h e  l o g  of  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  
E x h i b i t  M-6, t o  t h e  w i t n e s s .  ) 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  manner i n  which it came t o  
my a t t e n t i o n  because it d i d n ' t  appear  t o  amount t o  anyth ing .  
The i n i t i a l  a l l e g a t i o n  o r  rumor didn? appear  t o  amount t o  
anything o r  come up w i t h  any a p p r e c i a b l e  subs t ance .  This  
was a h o r r i b l e  e v e n t  as I r ead  about it i n  t h e  p a p e r s ,  b u t  
a t  t h a t  t ime it d i d n ' t  a t t r a c t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of my a t t e n t i o n .  
I t  had no th ing  of  t h i s  magnitude. 

To answer your f i r s t  q u e s t i o n ,  s i r ,  I do not--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' l l  ask you f i r s t  t o  look ove r  
t h i s  document you have and t h o s e  e n t r i e s  and t o  r ead  them 
throughout  t h e  document. You can s e e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  p r e t t y  
w e l l  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e .  See i f  t h i s  r e f r e s h e s  your  memory 
a s  t o  what might ,  o r  what t ype  in format ion  might  have been 
given t o  you i n  t h e  evening s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ,  which I assume 
t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  h e l d ,  e i t h e r  an evening  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  
o r  a morning s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ,  t o  a c q u a i n t  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a f f  
w i th  what w a s  going on i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  There was bo th  a morning and evening 
b r i e f i n g .  The morning b r i e f i n g  was d e c l a r i n g  i n t e n t i o n s  
f o r  t h e  day i n  a c t i o n s  t h a t  were golng t o  t a k e  p l a c e ,  and 
t h e  evening  b r i e f i n g  i n d i c a t e d  how they  came o u t .  S i r ,  
a r e  you speaking  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b lock?  

(The wi tnes s  p o i n t s  t o  a s p e c i f i c  e n t r y  appear ing  
on E x h i b i t  M-6. ) 

Q= I ' m  n o t  p o i n t i n g  t o  any p a r t i c u l a r  b lock .  J u s t  
t a k e  a couple  o f  minutes ,  Colonel  PARSON, and look a t  it 
and s e e  i f  t h e s e  e v e n t s  w i l l  r e f r e s h  your  memory of  having 
been b r i e f e d  a t  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  of  e i t h e r  t h e  morning 
of t h e  1 7 t h  o r  t h e  evening of t h e  16 th  o r  sometime i n  t h i s  
t i m e  frame. 

(The w i t n e s s  r eads  over  E x h i b i t  M-6.) 

When t h a t  i t em was p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  s t a f f  
b r i e f i n g ,  d i d  it r a i s e  any d i s c u s s i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  it d i d ,  s ir .  No, s ir .  

Q This  is  perhaps  t h e  b i g g e s t  o p e r a t i o n ,o r  perhaps  
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c e r t a i n l y  t h e  l a r g e s t  body count  t h a t  Task Force Barker ,  
n o t  on ly  Task Force  Barker b u t  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  r e p o r t e d  
du r ing  t h e  t ime s i n c e  they  had been i n  count ry .  I f  I r e c a l l  
t h e  f i g u r e s ,  t h e r e  were 128 K I A ' s  f o r  t h a t  day. Do you 
r e c a l l  whether t h i s  was broken down by companies o r  w a s  it 
p resen ted  a s  Task Force Barker ,  o r  do you r e c a l l  it be ing  
p re sen ted?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it b e i n g  p r e s e n t e d ,  s ir .  

Q Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  concerning t h i s  r a t i o  
of enemy K I A ,  128 enemy K I A ,  and 3 weapons cap tu red?  

A .  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q Was your  d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  h a b i t  of s c r u t i n i z i n g
such r e s u l t s  t o  p i c k  up any s i t u a t i o n s  such a s  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir. W e  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  concerned wi th  
exagge ra t ions ,  and we wanted t o  make s u r e  t h a t  o u r  r e p o r t s  
were accu ra t e .  Th i s  w a s  something t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander had emphasized, t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
no exaggera t ion .  

Q. But a r a t i o  of 128 enemy k i l l e d  and 3 
weapons, would t h i s  be  a normal s i t u a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion?  

A .  Normal? No, s ir .  There were o t h e r  t i m e s  when 
t h e  r a t i o  of t h e  o v e r a l l  enemy dead t o  American w a s  q u i t e  
h igh .  I d o n ' t  recall  t h e  number. This  i s  c e r t a i n l y  unusual .  

Q Well,  we ' r e  speaking weapons r i g h t  now. Th i s  is 
t h e  r ea son  t h a t  I a m  r a i s i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  whether o r  n o t  some-
one i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  wouldn ' t  s t a r t  t o  q u e s t i o n  f i g u r e s  l i k e  
t h i s  coming i n .  A f t e r  a l l ,  you have a major c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  a 
major engagement, and k i l l  128 enemy and c a p t u r e  3 weapons. 
Under any c i rcumstances  t h i s  would seem i n ~ r d i n a t e l ys m a l l ,  
u n l e s s  t h e r e  was some l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  o r  t hey  had t o  
l e a v e  t h e  b a t t l e  a r e a  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  and they  d i d n ' t  
have t ime t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  weapons, and by t h e  t ime they  g o t  
back t h e  weapons were gone. But nobody r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  
Doesn ' t  t h a t  seem unusual?  

A.  I am n o t  s u r e  t h a t  nobody r a i s e d  a q u e s t i o n ,  
sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  anybody d i d .  
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Q Now, look a t  another  r a t i o .  Look a t  t h e  r a t i o  
of enemy k i l l e d  t o  f r i e n d l y  k i l l e d :  128 t o  2. We always l i k e  
t o  see  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  bu t  unless  t h e r e  i s  something very 
unusual,  where you g e t  xaximum f i r e  power t h a t  you can p lace  
on someone i n  t h e  open, o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  t h i s  is 
q u i t e  unusual. Do you remember anyone r a i s i n g  any ques t ions  
on t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  grasping  o r  
ca tching  t h i s  information a t  t h e  t ime. 

Q. A s  t h i s  opera t ion  was underway, t h e r e  were 
i n d i c a t i o n s  that var ious  people had knowledge of c i v i l i a n s  
o r  noncombatants being k i l l e d .  For example, Colonel 
HENDERSON was repor ted  t o  have informed General KOSTER 
t h a t  s i x  o r  e i g h t  were k i l l e d  t h a t  he saw as  he flew over  the  
b a t t l e  a r e a  e a r l y  i n  the  morning of the  16th .  It was l a t e r  
repor ted  t h a t  t h i s  f i g u r e  was r a i s e d  t o  2 0 ,  and might go t o  24  
o r  t o  30. Was t h i s  ques t ion  eve r  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  headquarters?  

A. It might have been, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, sir.  
This event  w a s  n o t  h igh l igh ted  t o  me a t  a l l  a t  t h e  time. 

Q. When w a s  t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  you heard of any 
r e p o r t  o r  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  something unusual might have 
taken p lace  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  16th  of March? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  when, s i r ,  bu t  I do remember a 
r e p o r t  of a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  saying t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n s  
on t h e  ground k i l l e d .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  manner i n  which 
I rece ived  t h e  information.  I have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  an 
ADC was going t o  look i n t o  it. Tha t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  
makes m e  a s s o c i a t e  what I r e c a l l  with t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. W e  w i l l  g e t  around t o  r e g u l a t i o n s  l a t e r  on,  b u t  
I w i l l  ask you a t  t h i s  time i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  the  
d i r e c t i v e s  concerning the  a c t i o n  which should be taken when 
an a l l e g a t i o n  is  made t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  o r  t h a t  a 
war crime has been committed? 

A. I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  i n  d e t a i l ,  b u t  I know t h a t  you 
a r e  supposed t o  r e p o r t  it. 

Q. The a l l e g a t i o n  o r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. The i n c i d e n t .  
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Q. Not the a l l e g a t i o n ?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  sir. 

Q Do you have any knowledge of what e l s e  happened 
i n  t h i s  per iod  of time t h a t  we a re  t a l k i n g  about concerning 
t h i s  My Lai ( 4 )  inc ident? .  The h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  
he saw people be ing  k i l l e d  unnecessa r i ly ,  and t h a t  an ADC was 
going t o  look i n t o  i t ?  Do you remember anything o t h e r  than  
t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  a l i t t l e  more. I r e c a l l  t h a t  I 
dropped t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  my mind because I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
hear ing  any more about it. Sometime l a t e r  t h e r e  w a s  a 
document which I b e l i e v e  was on t h e  same s u b j e c t  w r i t t e n  
by e i t h e r  t h e  province chief  of Quang Ngai Province o r  
t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  commander. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h e  
moment which one it was, but  it was an o f f i c i a l  ou t  of  
Quang Ngai, a South Vietnamese o f f i c i a l  o u t  of Quang Ngai, 
about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  apparent ly t h i s  same i n c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t he  c o n t e n t  of t h e  document. I remember t h e  s u b j e c t  
mat ter  had t o  do wi th  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  
poss ib ly  by a r t i l l e r y ,  poss ib ly  what source I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  content  of t h e  paper.  There was an English 
t r a n s l a t i o n  of it which was i n  t h e  headquar ters .  I r e c a l l  
t h a t  paper.  I a l s o  r e c a l l  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON was making 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of such an event .  I be l i eve  he wrote 
a r e p o r t  on it, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen  t h e  r e p o r t ,  b u t  
I must have. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  content  of it. I do b 

r e c a l l  those two f a c t s ,  though. 

Q. About what time was t h a t ?  

A. This w a s  l a t e r ,  i n  terms of days o r  even weeks, 
s i r ,  

Q The i n c i d e n t  took p lace  on t h e  16th of March. 
Would t h i s  have been toward t h e  end of March o r  sometime 
i n  Apr i l?  

A. Yes, sir. I t  was sometime toward t h e  end of 
March o r  sometime i n  Apr i l .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON coming t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  a  few days a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  t o  
r e p o r t  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  ADC, General YOUNG, o r  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander? 
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A .  I c a n ' t  s o r t  ou t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  v i s i t .  He came up 
from time t o  time. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a s p e c i f i c  v i s i t ,  no, s ir .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any i n c i d e n t  a t  a l l  of  him t a l k i n g  
wi th  e i t h e r  of t h e s e  gentlemen, or  with you, o r  with anybody 
e l s e  i n  t h e  headquarters  of t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  based on 
information t h a t  he had upon a  3-by-5 ca rd  which he presented  
t o  t h e  ind iv idua l?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Did you ever  s e e  a 3-by-5 card  t h a t  had a  breakout 0 

of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  terms of s e x ,  age,  how they  may 
have been k i l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ,  no, s ir .  

Q. I 'd  l i k e  f i r s t  t h e  26 March r e p o r t ,  combat ac t ion  
r e p o r t .  I ' d  l i k e  a l s o  t h a t  525-3 d i r e c t i v e .  

{The recorder  hands Exh ib i t  R-.2 and MACV 
Di rec t ive  525-3, l a t e r  Exh ib i t  D-6, t o  10.) 

Colonel PARSON, I have here  a document which 
has  been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  as E x h i b i t  R-2 ,  da ted  
2 8  March, Headquarters,  Task Force Barker ,  s u b j e c t :  "Combat 
Action Report ,"  addressed t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of 
t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade. I show you t h i s  document and ask 
you, would you review i t ?  

(The I0 hands Exhibi t  R-2,  t o  t h e  wi tness  .) 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q- Do you know who d i r e c t e d  t h a t  such a r e p o r t  
be prepared? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did you ever  s e e  a copy of t h a t  r e p o r t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I d i d ,  sir.  No, s i r .  

Q. I f  t h e  America1 Divis ion d e s i r e d  t h a t  such a 
r e p o r t  be submit ted,  what would be t h e  normal channel 
f o r  l ay ing  on such a requirement? 
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A. I r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s tandard  requirement 
f o r  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  combat ac t ion  r e p o r t s .  
I r e c o l l e c t  t h i s  a s  be ing  one of many such r e p o r t s  which 
were a normal requirement.  

Q. Did you have a normal requirement t o  r e p o r t  
every day ' s  a c t i v i t y ?  You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h a t  covers 
from morning t o  midnight only on t h e  16th  of March. 
Is t h a t  a normal requirement? 

A. It was a normal requirement as  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  t o  
w r i t e  up a r e p o r t  on any major a c t i o n ,  whatever t h e  pe r iod  
of time. 

Q Would it n o t  be q u i t e  normal t o  inc lude  t h e  e n t i r e  
opera t ion?  This  opera t ion  went on f o r  3 days with one 
company, and 4 o r  5 days with t h e  remainder of t h e  t a s k  
fo rce .  Would it no t  be q u i t e  normal t o  inc lude  t h e  e n t i r e  
opera t ion ,  i n s t e a d  of j u s t  i s o l a t i n g  one p a r t i c u l a r  per iod?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q The headquarters  of t h e  11 th  Brigade has no 
knowledge of  t h i s  r e p o r t .  The ind iv idua l s  t h a t  we have 
t a l k e d  t o  s o  far--nobody r e c o l l e c t s  see ing  it. And I am 
t h e r e f o r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  out  what was t h e  cause f o r  t h i s  
r e p o r t  being submitted.  You have no knowledge of e i t h e r  
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  t o  prepare such a r e p o r t  o r  having seen 
t h e  r e p o r t ?  

4- NO, sir. 

Q. Was it ever  brought up i n  one of your evening
s t a f f  meetings, i n  zbout t h i s  per iod  of t ime,  t h a t  t h e  
commanding genera l  had countermanded an o rde r  t o  a u n i t ,  
which had been i s sued  by t h e  br igade  commander? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q t Do you r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  where C/1/20 had been 
d i r e c t e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 )  t o  make a 
body count? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. And t h e  commanding genera l  countermanded t h e  order?  
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A .  Only from reading it i n  t h e  newspapers. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  it from personal  knowledge a t  a l l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a t ime,  w i t h i n  about t h i s  pe r iod ,
when Colonel HOLLADAY, of your 123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n ,  and 
Major WATKE asked f o r  an audience with e i t h e r  General YOUNG 
o r  General KOSTER? 

A.  I d o n ' t  a t  t h e  moment, but  it i s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  t h a t ' s  where I learned  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no, s ir .  

Q Colonel PARSON, I have here  Exh ib i t  R-1. I r e f e r  
t h i s  t o  you and ask you t o  review t h e  f i r s t  i nc losure  t o  
t h i s  document. 

(The I 0  hands Exh ib i t  R-1 t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

Only t h a t  one page i n  f r o n t  of you. 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- A s h o r t  while  ago, i n  your tes t imony,  you ind i -
ca ted  t h a t  you had received some information from a v i l l a g e  
ch ie f  o r  province chief  o r  somebody t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  
inc iden t .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was t h i s  t h e  p iece  of paper which you saw a t  
t h a t  time? 

a 

A. I ' m  no t  c e r t a i n ,  s i r .  I t  may have been. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  paper very we l l .  

Q. I f  you would have seen 450 and 9 0 ,  it would 
seem t o  me t h a t  you would have r e c a l l e d  i t ?  

A .  It would have a t t r a c t e d  more a t t e n t i o n  than I 
had given it a t  t h e  time. This is  a s t a r t l i n g  number. 

Q. I have here  Exhibi t  M - 5 ,  which i s  a r e p o r t  from 
Lieutenant  TAN, t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  
t h e  province ch ie f  of Quang Ngai da ted  2 8  March. I would 
ask i f  you had seen t h a t  p iece  of paner? This  i s  t h e  English 
t r a n s l a t i o n .  The o r i g i n a l  Vietnamese vers ion  i s  appended t o  
it. 
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(The I0 hands Exh ib i t  M-5 t o  t h e  wi tness  .) 

Have you seen t h a t  p iece  of paper before? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  This may have been t h e  one 
t h a t  I saw. I only r e c a l l  s ee ing  a paper t h a t  d i d n ' t  a l e r t  
me o r  concern m e ,  o r  cause me t o  th ink  t h a t  something 
very t e r r i b l e  had happened. I t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  p e n e t r a t e .  

Q Who would normally analyze a paper of t h a t  s o r t ?  

A .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  G5. I f  we e v e r  got  it i n  t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, myself ,  one of t h e  A D C ' s .  

Q Poss ib ly  t h e  G 2  and t h e  G3 and maybe t h e  SJA? 

A .  yes ,  sir. 

Q Did any of t h e s e  th ings  happen, t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
your knowledge, when t h i s  information came i n  t o  which you 
a r e  a l luding?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  chain 
of events  t h a t  were a s soc ia ted  with t h a t .  

Q I now r e f e r  t o  t h i s  document ( i n d i c a t i n g  an 
inc losure  t o  Exh ib i t  R-1)  which you had previous ly  looked 
a t .  I r e f e r  t o  t h e  second i n c l o s u r e ,  which i s  an English 
t r a n s l a t i o n  of  a VC propaganda l e a f l e t  which i s  supposed t o  
have been used i n  t h i s  a rea .  I ask i f  you had e v e r  seen  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  paper o r  t h e  Vietnamese vers ion?  

A. No, sir. I don' t r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s ,  s ir .  

Q I f  t h e  11th  Brigade had s e n t  those  documents 
i n t o  your headquar ters ,  would your G 2 ,  o r  your G3, o r  your 
G 5  s e c t i o n  normally have r e f e r r e d  such information t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q But you have no recol lec t i .on  of ever  having seen 
it before?  

A .  No, sir.  I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  it. 

Q Did anyone e v e r  inform you o r  advise you t h a t  
t h e  VC were using t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  of 1 6  March 
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f o r  propaganda purposes,  e i t h e r  by l e a f l e t  form o r  s logans 
and s i g n s ,  and i n  o t h e r  var ious forms? 

A. This  may have occurred,  s i r .  I d o n q t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q I now r e f e r  you t o  t h e  document proper ,  which i s  
Exhibi t  R-1,  and ask t h a t  you review t h i s  document. I t  i s  
merely a l e t t e r  of t r a n s m i t t a l  t h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  I t  is  t h e  
a t t ached  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  I am concerned wi th .  

(The I 0  hands Exh ib i t  R-1 t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

Have you ever  seen t h a t  r e p o r t ?  

A. I must have seen i t ,  sir .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  bu t  I do know t h a t  Colol?.el HENDERSON was pre-
pa r ing  a r e p o r t  and he must, i n  f a c t ,  have given it t o  t h e  
commanding genera l .  I know t h e r e  was such a r e p o r t ,  but  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s .  I might very we l l  have seen it. 

Q. Could you have been t h e  medium o.f t r a n s m i t t a l ?  
There a r e  some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  was de l ive red  
t o  you. 

A. T h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  s ir .  Yes, s ir .  

Q. Would you have normally opened and reviewed such 
a r e p o r t  p r i o r  t o  t ak ing  any a c t i o n  on i t ?  

A. I might have given t h i s  one d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander, i f  it was addressed t o  him, before  
opening it. 

Q Is t h a t  a normal procedure? 

A- Something t h a t  was addressed t o  him, i f  it was 
a s e a l e d  envelope, s i r ,  I would have probably given it t o  
him. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how it was d e l i v e r e d ,  s ir .  

Q If it were de l ive red  t o  you i n  a s e a l e d  envelope 
marked f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, with t h e  procedure t h a t  
you opera ted  on i n  your headquar ters ,  you would no t  have 
opened it, and you would have taken it d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  
commander? 

A. I be l i eve  I would have, s ir .  Yes .  
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Q 0 
Would t h i s  be based upon t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it had come 

from a br igade commander? 

A. No, sir .  J u s t  because it was something addressed 
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander and sea led .  I f  it were s e a l e d ,  
s i r ,  which I d o n ' t  know t h a t  it was, sir.  

Q I f  t h e  br igade  commander de l ive red  it t o  you, 
would you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y ,  sir. He could we l l  have brought 
t h i s  t o  m e .  

Q. I t h i n k  i t ' s  l o g i c a l  t o  follow t h a t  when t h i s  
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  headquar ters ,  e i t h e r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
o r  someone of a u t h o r i t y  must have seen t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A,  Yes, sir. 

Q D o  you know of any a c t i o n  t h a t  was taken on t h i s  
r e p o r t ?  

A. No; sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q Was t h e  d i v i s i o n  requ i red  t o  r e p o r t  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. They w e r e  r equ i red  t o  r e p o r t  a l l  c a s u a l t i e s  as 
a normal o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t .  

Q - Suppose t h e r e  was an abnormal o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t  
o r  something t h a t  had no t  been t r ansmi t t ed  be fo re ,  such as 
we  see  he re ,  where they a r e  t a l k i n g  i n  terms of 20 t o  30 
c i v i l i a n s  having been k i l l e d  by o r  wi th in  the  combat a c t i o n  
o r  the  c r o s s f i r e s .  I f  t h i s  had no t  been repor ted ,  would a 
r e p o r t  have been rendered? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  This 
would have been t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander's dec i s ion .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  any s p e c i a l  r e p o r t  was rendered on t h i s .  

Q. Did you hear  of anything being done on t h i s  o r  
do you know when t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander saw t h i s  document? 

A. NO, s ir .  It would have been wi th in  t h i s  time 
frame of March o r  Apr i l .  I f  it was prepared and s igned by 
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Colonel HENDERSON, t h i s  would have gone t o  him q u i t e  promptly. 
There 's  no reason why it would n o t  have. 

Q: There is  some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  a t  about t h i s  
pe r iod  General KOSTER was absent  from t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  e i t h e r  
on R&R i n  Hawaii o r  he may have been on TDY. Are you 
f a m i l i a r  wi th  those da tes?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e s  t h a t  he  was away, s ir .  
I only remember t h a t  he went t o  Hawaii. 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any subsequent a c t i o n  t h a t  was 
taken wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t ,  o r  any o t h e r  
a c t i o n  t h a t  w a s  t aken  regarding  t h e  My L a i ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 16 
March? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q - I f  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and t h i s  would inc lude  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander o r  any of t h e  A D C ' s ,  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
headquarters  i t s e l f ,  d e s i r e d  t h a t  a formal r e p o r t  be made 
o r  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  what would be t h e  normal proce-
dure f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  such a requirement? 

A. The d i v i s i o n  commander would have appointed some-
one o r  designated someone t o  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q How would t h i s  be s o  i n d i c a t e d ?  

A .  I am t r y i n g  t o  remeniber an example. You word 
t h e  ques t ion ,  s i r ,  i n  such a way--if it had been done a 
hundred t imes o r  a dozen t imes ,  how would we normally do 
it, b u t  w e  have no t  had enough i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h i s  
na tu re  f o r  me t o  e s t a b l i s h  any p a t t e r n  a s  such. 

Q 0 Who i n v e s t i g a t e d  your a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s ?  

A. The d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  commander. That was 
s tandard  procedure f o r  t h a t .  

Q. When he wanted an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted, d id  
he appoint  on o rde r s  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  
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A .  Not on a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s .  The d i v i s i o n  a r t i l -
l e r y  commander knew automat ica l ly  t h a t  he was t o  conduct 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  once, which he went t o  work on r i g h t  
away. 

Q. .With a s i t u a t i o n  such as  t h i s ,  would it have 
appeared proper  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  be des ignated  
and he be given appropr ia t e  guidance a s  t o  what he was t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e ?  I ' m  n o t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document. 
I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  something t h a t  might have come o u t .  Let 
us assume t h a t  we a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  an a t r o c i t y ,  a suspected 
a t r o c i t y  o r  a t r o c i t i e s ,  and we have i n d i c a t i o n s  even here  
t h a t  20 o r  30 people have been k i l l e d  a t  the  minirnum. How 
would such i n s t r u c t i o n s  have been i ssued?  

A. The d i v i s i o n  commander would have appointed 
someone. There was an i n c i d e n t  i n  May i n  which t h i s  d i d  
happen. The subordina te  commander was d i r e c t e d  t o  conduct 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q W a s  it i n  w r i t i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir ,  i f  it was o r  n o t .  I could 
probably re sea rch  t h i s  and f i n d  ou t .  

Q. Who reviewed these  r e p o r t s  when they w e r e  sub-
mit ted?  '3 

The d i v i s i o n  commander, sir. 

Q. What d i d  t h e  s t a f f  judge advocate do? 

A. He followed t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t  t h a t  I a m  
speaking of i n  May i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l .  He repor ted  about  
every t h i r d  day i n  a message t o  Saigon, t o  MACV, t h e  s t a t u s  
of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  because it was a s e r i o u s  t h i n g  
although t h e  numbers a r e  pa le  i n  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  compar-
i s o n  t o  t h i s .  This was a rape and murder case involv ing  
two VC women. This was followed i n  cons iderable  d e t a i l  
through a l l  s t a g e s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. Was t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  des ignated  on 
o rde r s?  Did t h e  o r d e r s  i n d i c e ~ ewhat he was t o  do, what 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  was, and h i s  guidance? 

A. I t h i n k  he must have been, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
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a t  t h e  moment, b u t  I be l i eve  i f  w e  have t o  r e sea rch  t h a t  
May i n c i d e n t ,  we would f i n d  t h a t  the  suppor t  command com-
mander, Colonel ROSE, was des ignated ,  probably i n  wr i t ing .  

Q Do you have any knowledge of any formal inves-
t i g a t i o n  being made o t h e r  than  t h i s ?  

A.  No, sir. None o t h e r  than  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by 
Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he wanted a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
made? 

A. No, sir. 

Q .  O r  t h a t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

he was n o t  s a t i s f i e d  with t h i s  r e p o r t  of 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, sir. No, sir.  

Q .  I f  he had ordered such a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
would it have been normal t o  expect  t h a t  he would have 
informed you? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You do n o t  r e c a l l  ever  having been so  informed? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  any a d d i t i o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
r e p o r t  ever  having been submitted t o  t h e  headquarters  of 
the  America1 Divis ion? 

A. No, sir. I don ' t .  

Q. This should have been sometime i n  about mid-May? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t ,  sir.  

MR WEST: One d e t a i l  here .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  name of your 
a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. It should have been Major BEASLEY a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  h i s  i n i t i a l s ?  

I 
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A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t ,  b u t  I could probably g e t  it 
f o r  you. 

MR WEST: Thank you. W e  would a p p r e c i a t e  it. 

I0 : M r .  WALSH? Colonel FRANKLIN? 

COL FRANKLIN: N o  q u e s t i o n s ,  s i r .  

10: Colonel  PARSON, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t e l l  me about 
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  Americal headquar ters  a t  t h a t  t ime.  
How it functioned-.-a genera l  a n a l y s i s  on your p a r t  a s  t o  i t s  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  at t h a t  t ime. 

A. S i r ,  t h e  America1 Divis ion had j u s t  gone through 
a t r a n s i t i o n  o r  w a s  r e a l l y  j u s t  beginning a t r a n s i t i o n  from 
being  a t a s k  f o r c e  t o  being a d i v i s i o n .  It was s t i l l  a t a s k  
f o r c e  i n  many r e s p e c t s .  The br igades  were independent b r i -
gades. They had t h e i r  own admin i s t r a t ion  and l o g i s t i c s ,  
t h e i r  own d i r e c t  support  a r t i l l e r y .  They were se l f - con ta ined .  

Q A r e  you t a l k i n g  about before  t h a t  t ime o r  a t  t h a t  
time? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime,  s ir .  There was one except ion .  W e  
had j u s t  p u l l e d ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander had j u s t  p u l l e d  t h e  
admin i s t r a t ive  elements ,  AG types i n  from a l l  t h e  b r igades ,  
and had them p u t  t o g e t h e r  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  AG. This  was t h e  
adrnin company and t h e  headquar ters  company of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q Was t h i s  a l s o  t r u e  of some of your o t h e r  s p e c i a l
s t a f f  s e c t i o n s ,  such a s  your SJA and your I G  and t h e  l i k e ?  

A. This  w a s  genera l ly  t r u e ,  s i r .  I would be 
r e l u c t a n t  t o  go down s e c t i o n  by s e c t i o n  and say how r e c e n t l y  
they had been assembled, b u t  t h i s  was a combination of t h e  
remnants of t h e  o l d  t a s k  fo rce  p lus  augmentation of t h e s e  
t h r e e  independent br igades .  I t  was an admin i s t r a t ive  n ight -
mare a t  t h e  t i m e .  I was very much absorbed i n  many problems 
r e l a t e d  t o  it. The handl ing of personnel a c t i o n s  was 
severe .  Get t ing  a l o g i s t i c a l  system going a t  d i v i s i o n  
l e v e l  was a problem. The t a c t i c a l  opera t ions  c e n t e r  w a s  
inadequate .  The phys ica l  arrangement was inadequate .  I 
caused t o  have one redesigned and r e b u i l t  whi le  I was 
t h e r e  because it wasn ' t  adequate t o  c o n t r o l .  It  j u s t  
wasn ' t  a good phys ica l  se tup .  
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Q. Would it be somewhat f a i r  t o  say t h a t  you were 
r a t h e r  caught,  a t  t h a t  t ime,  midstream i n  t h e  conversion 
from a t a s k  force  organiza t ion  t o  a s t andard ,  d iv is ion- type  
organiza t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  We were q u i t e  non-standard because 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  had i t s  own s l i c e  of a v i a t i o n  and a r t i l l e r y  
and some l o g i s t i c  elements. There was no corps o r  backup 
as such. There was a l i t t l e  personnel  company a t t ached  
t o  t h e  AG t o  provide a d d i t i o n a l  personnel  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e s e  
u n i t s .  I t  was an unusual d i v i s i o n ,  a very l a r g e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q- I would l i k e  t o  have t h e  1 6  March America1 
Divis ion d i r e c t i v e .  

(The recorde r  hands Exh ib i t  D-5 t o  the 10.) 

Colonel PARSON, I have he re  Exh ib i t  D - 5 ,  
Regulation 525-4, dated 16 March, s u b j e c t :  Combat 
Operat ions,  and i n  lower case ,  "Rules of Engagement." I 
show you t h i s  document. 

(The I0 hands Exh ib i t  D-5 t o  t h e  wi tness .  ) 

Are you f a m i l i a r  with t h i s  document? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Not i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l ,  b u t  I remember 
t h a t  t h e  G3, a s s i s t e d  by o t h e r s ,  was very anxious t o  g e t  
ou t  a r u l e s  of engagement paper. 

Q- Colonel PARSON, you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  d a t e  on t h i s  
document? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Is t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  reason t h a t  document 
happened t o  be da ted  t h a t  da te?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s ir .  No, s ir .  

& Coincidenta l ly?  

A. I s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. Do you remember about t h i s  t i m e  General KOSTER, 
e i t h e r  i n  a commanderts meeting o r  a s t a f f  meeting,. gave 
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q u i t e  a d i s s e r t a t i o n  on t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  t r e a t m e n t  and 
hand l ing  o f  noncombatants,  c i v i l i a n s ,  PW 's and t h e  l i k e ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  one.  The s u b j e c t  
came o u t  and t h e r e  was c e r t a i n l y  emphasis on it. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  I can r e c a l l  more t h a n  
once t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander dwe l l i ng  on t h i s .  , . 

Q Did he  r e a l l y  make t h i s  an i s s u e  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  no q u e s t i o n  i n  anybody's mind t h a t  h e ,  and t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
d i d n ' t  want any of  t h i s  going on ,  b u t  i f  it d i d  go on h e  
wanted it r e p o r t e d  immediately? 

A.  It  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  c l e a r  t o  m e .  

I0 : I Id l i k e  t o  have MACV Regulat ion 20-4 ( E x h i b i t  
- 1 ) .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have MACV D i r e c t i v e  525-3. I ' d  l i k e  t o  
have t h e  I11 MAF Paper ( E x h i b i t  M - 8 ) ,  and I ' d  l i k e  t o  have 
a l l  t h e  papers  on r u l e s  o f  engagement. 

RCDR : Y e s ,  s ir .  

(The r e c o r d e r  hands t h e  r eques t ed  documents t o  
t h e  I0 .) 

I0 : I have h e r e  D i r e c t i v e  525-3, Headquar te rs ,  
Uni ted S t a t e s  M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  Command, Vietnam, d a t e d  
1 4  October 1966,  s u b j e c t :  Combat Opera t ions ,  Minimizing 
Noncombatant B a t t l e  C a s u a l t i e s .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have t h i s  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR : MACV ~ i r e c t i v e525-3, d a t e d  1 4  October 1966,  i s  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  and marked as E x h i b i t  D-6. 

I0: Colonel  PARSON, I have he re  E x h i b i t s  D-6, M-8, 
and D-1.  I w i l l  r e f e r  t h e s e  documents t o  you and ask  t h a t  
you s tudy  them. Meanwhile, w e  w i l l  t a k e  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
break  wh i l e  you s tudy  them. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1010 hour s ,  12 December 
1969 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1024 h o u r s ,  12 
December 1969. ) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  
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RCDR : A l l  persons who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  
recessed a r e  again p resen t .  

10: Referr ing  t o  the documents I provided you, 
Colonel PARSON, had you seen t h e  f i r s t  document, which i s  
~ i r e c t i v e525-3, Headquarters,  MACV? 

A. Had I seen it a s  of t h e  16 th  of March? 

Q Y e s ?  

A! I don"t '  r e c a l l  i f  I had seen it s p e c i f i c a l l y  
by then  o r  n o t ,  sir.  

Q A r e  you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  document o r  t h e  
genera l  con ten t s  of t h i s  document? 

A .  I was c e r t a i n l y  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  genera l  
po l i cy  and I must have reviewed t h e s e  a g a i n s t  our  own 
r u l e s  of engagement, b u t  i t  has been s o  long ago t h a t  I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether I saw t h e s e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o r  no t .  
These a r e  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  our a c t i o n s  and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  
po l i cy  i s  s p e l l e d  out  he re .  I know I was aware of t h e  
requirement f o r  submit t ing  r e p o r t s  on war crimes because 
one occurred i n  May, and we went about it r i g h t  away o r  
as  soon as  we became aware of it. A s  soon as we became 
aware of it, we implemented t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  

Q Would t h e  shoot ing o f ,  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
shoot ing of c i v i l i a n s  have been considered a war crime? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Was such an a l l e g a t i o n  made, t o  your knowledge? 

A. I d o n ' t  know whether I could p u t  it i n  t h e  c l a s s i f i -
ca t ion  of an a l l e g a t i o n  o r  no t .  C e r t a i n l y  I heard t h a t  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  made a r e p o r t  of unnecessary k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s .  I am s u r e  t h a t  would c o n s t i t u t e  an a l l e g a t i o n ,  
sir.  

Q a I now r e f e r  t o  MACV Regulation 2 0 - 4 ,  Colonel PARSON, 
which I quote under paragraph 5 ,  subparagraph a :  

"It i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a l l  m i l i t a r y  per-
sonnel  having howledge  o r  r ece iv ing  a r e p o r t  of an i n c i d e n t  
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o r  an a c t  thought  t o  be a war crime t o  make such i n c i d e n t  
known t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  a s  soon as  p r a c t i c a b l e .  
Personnel performing i n v e s t i g a t i v e ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  p o l i c e ,  
photographic,  graves r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  o r  medical func t ions ,  a s  
we l l  a s  those  i n  c o n t a c t  with t h e  enemy, w i l l ,  i n  t h e  normal 
course of t h e i r  d u t i e s ,  make every e f f o r t  t o  d e t e c t  t h e  
commission of w a r  crimes and w i l l  r e p o r t  e s s e n t i a l  f a c t s  
t o  t h e i r  commanding o f f i c e r .  Persons d iscover ing  war crimes 
w i l l  t a k e  a l l  reasonable  a c t i o n  under t h e  circumstances t o  
preserve  phys ica l  evidence,  t o  no te  t h e  i d e n t i t y  of wi tnesses  
pres.ent,  and t o  r ecord  by photograph, s k e t c h ,  o r  d e s c r i p t i v e  
no tes  t h e  circumstances and surroundings.  

b. Commanders and MACV s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  r e c e i v i n g  
r e p o r t s  of probable war crimes w i l l ,  i n  add i t ion  t o  any 
o t h e r  r equ i red  r e p o r t s ,  r e p o r t  t h e  f a c t s  a s  soon a s  
p r a c t i c a b l e  t o  the S t a f f  Judge Advocate, USMACV, and w i l l  
make p e r t i n e n t  c o l l a t e r a l  information a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
appoint ing autho$i ty and i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r s .  I' 

Could it be i n t e r p r e t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was an a l l e g a t i o n  
t h a t  a war crime had been committed? 

A. I t  could  be i n t e r p r e t e d  t h a t  way, s i r .  Yes, 
sir. 

8 I f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander o r  o t h e r  persons 
with a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  ordered an inves t iga -
t i o n  and r e p o r t ,  would it be normal, w i t h i n  t h e  Arnerical 
Divis ion ,  t o  r e p o r t  such a d i r e c t i v e  t o  Headquarters,  MACV, 
o r  t o  o t h e r  h igher  a u t h o r i t i e s ?  

A.  I should t h i n k  s o ,  sir. Yes, sir.  

I0 : I have he re  another  document, Headquarters,  
America1 Divis ion ,  s u b j e c t  : "Safeguarding of Noncombat-
a n t s , "  da ted  2 4  March 1968. I would l i k e  t h i s  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR : America1 l e t t e r ,  da ted  24 March 1968, s u b j e c t :  
"Safeguarding of Noncombatants," i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record a s  
Exh ib i t  M-9. 

10: I r e f e r  t h i s  document t o  you, Colonel PARSON. 

(The I 0  hands Exh ib i t  M-9 t o  t h e  wi tness  .) 
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A r e  you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  document? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  it before ,  but  I ' m  su re  
t h a t  I must have. 

Q Is it normal t h a t  the  d i v i s i o n  commander s ign  
a  document of t h i s  na ture?  

A.  H e  p u t  o u t  documents from time t o  t ime over  h i s  
own s i g n a t u r e  t o  h i g h l i g h t  and emphasize problem a r e a s ,  sir. 
Y e s ,  sir. 

Q This would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he ,  a s  of 24 
March, d e f i n i t e l y  wanted t o  have t h i s  m a t t e r  emphasized, 
would t h a t  be c o r r e c t ,  above and beyond t h e  emphasis which 
would have been implied i n  the  document, Exh ib i t  D - 5 ,  which 
you s igned on 16 March and d i s t r i b u t e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you know any reason why , th i s  document was 
prepared and publ ished a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  roughly one 
week a f t e r  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I t  must 
have been, and I am j u s t  assuming now, t o  prec lude  any pos-
s i b i l i t y  of what may have happened on t h e  16th .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anybody d i r e c t i n g  o r  saying any-
th ing  which would i n d i c a t e  t o  keep q u i e t  about  t h i s  such as :  
"The mat ter  i s  being i n v e s t i g a t e d  and we w i l l  wa i t  u n t i l  
the  f a c t s  and recommendations a r e  submit ted concerning the  
My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968"? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. A s  you now look back upon t h e  scene ,  do you know 
of any i n c i d e n t  which may have been an a t tempt  t o  cover up 
the a c t i o n  which took p lace  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  16 th  of 
March 1968? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o v e r t  a c t  a s  such, 
sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any cover t  a c t ?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  anything? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q. Aside from t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  d i d  you 
ever  hear  of any unnecessary shoot ings ,  burnings o r  o the r -
wise being r e p o r t e d  i n  the  v i l l a g e  of Co Lay, C-0 L-A-Y? 

A .  No, sir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you ever  hear  of any such t h i n g  happening i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of Co Luy, C-0 L-U-Y? 

A .  The on ly  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  which could even 
be comparable t o  t h i s ,  occurred,  as  I remember, i n  May. It 
w a s  i n  the  198th Brigade, and it was a rape and murder case 
of  two VC women. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t he  l o c a t i o n ,  b u t  it was 
no t  i n  t h e  l l t h  Br igade ' s  a r e a  of opera t ions ,  sir.  I f  you 
a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  some hamlet i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade, I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  it, sir.  

Q. You w i l l  r e c a l l  i n  t h e  one document t h a t  I 
showed you, prepared on 1 4  A p r i l ,  which c i t e s  
the one v i l l a g e  wi th  t h e  VC name f o r  My Lai ( 4 )  . It a l s o  
c i t e s  the  v i l l a g e  of  Co Luy, where an a d d i t i o n a l  90 
people were supposed t o  have been massacred o r  k i l l e d  
unnecessar i ly .  

A.  I d i d n ' t  ca tch  t h a t  when I was reading  t h e  
r e p o r t  concerning Co Luy , sir. 

I0: M r .  MACCRATE, do you have any ques t ions?  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel PARSON, we have examined a  combat 
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  of 17 September 1968 with r e s p e c t  t o  
Operation Muscatine. Now, I be l i eve  you l e f t  t h i s  command 
i n  August of 1968, so  t h i s  is a r e p o r t  t h a t  would have been 
prepared a f t e r  your depar tu re .  However, much of the  in fo r -
mation contained i n  t h e  r e p o r t  r e l a t e s  t o  the  per iod  while 
you were a t  t h e  command. . Now, among the  r e p o r t i n g  o f f i c e r s  
l i s t e d  a r e  Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER and Captain MEDINA, 
and included i n  t h e  t a s k  o rgan iza t ion  i s  Task Force Barker. 
There is  a review of t h e  a c t i v i t y  i n  Operation Muscatine, 
and f o r  t h e  per iod  13 t o  19 March 1968, t h i s  e n t r y  appears:  
"There were no a c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  t h e  Muscatine AO." 
Now, w e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  a t  t h i s  time i n  an a r e a  t h a t  is an 
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extens ion ,  a s  I understand it, of t h e  AO. My Lai  ( 4 )  l i e s  
ou t  of t h e  Muscatine AO, s o  t h a t  it was necessary t o  have 
an extens ion  of t h e  A0 f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  
Does t h a t  mean t h a t  any a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  of t h i s  char-
a c t e r ,  f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  engagement would, under your 
procedures i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  be s e p a r a t e l y  covered? 

A.  I c a n ' t  answer t h e  ques t ion ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  
t h ink  t h e r e  was any s p e c i f i c  pol icy  as  such. I imagine 
t h a t  each of t h e s e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  on a major named 
opera t ion  l i k e  Muscatine was w r i t t e n  by new faces  i n  almost 
every case because t h e r e  was such a tremendous turnover  
of new people,  most people occupying t h e i r  jobs a t  most 
fox 6 months. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could s p e c i f i c a l l y  
ca tegor ize .  

Q Was t h i s  r e p o r t  i n  p repara t ion  f o r  your depar-
t u r e ?  

A .  No, sir.  I am s u r e  t h i s  r e p o r t  h a d n ' t  any 
r e l a t i o n  t o  my depar ture  a t  a l l .  

Q I would n o t  th ink  t h a t  it had any r e l a t i o n  t o  
your depar tu re ,  s i r ,  b u t  it is  a r a t h e r  voluminous r e p o r t  
and it would t a k e  some per iod  of t ime t o  prepare .  There 
would be information coming i n ,  I would assume, over  a 
per iod  of months, t h a t  was c o r r e l a t e d  and placed i n  such 
a r e p o r t  i n  September. I wonder i f  you were aware of who 
was b r ing ing  t h a t  information toge the r  and who would be 
respons ib le  f o r  t h e  r e p o r t  as  f i n a l l y  prepared on 17 
September? 

- A. Is t h a t  a d i v i s i o n  r e p o r t  t h a t  you a r e  speaking 
o f ,  s i r ,  t h i s  e n t i r e  Muscatine r e p o r t ,  o r  i s  it an 11th 
Brigade r e p o r t ?  

Q. I t  is  e n t i t l e d ,  "Combat A f t e r  Action 
Report, " Commanding General ,  America1 Divis ion ,  At t en t ion  : 
AVDF-GC . 
10: Here i s  t h e  i d e n t i t y  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  It i s  t h e  
Headquarters,  e i t h e r  196th o r  198th I n f a n t r y  Brigade, 
America1 Divis ion .  

A. That would be t h e  198th ,  sir.  
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MR MACCRATE: Th i s  would, t h e r e f o r e ,  be  prepared a t  t h e  
b r igade  l e v e l ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. I f  t h a t  has  t h e  br igade  heading,  it 
was prepared by b r i g a d e ,  s i r .  

Q I have no f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  

I0: M r .  WEST? 

MR WEST: I n  looking  over  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  of tes t imony of 
Colonel HENDERSON, he s t a t e s  a t  one p o i n t  t h a t  when he 
completed h i s  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  da t ed  24 A p r i l  1968, 
E x h i b i t  R-1, he t o l d  us t h a t  h e  d e l i v e r e d  t h i s  t o  you and 
handed it t o  you on 24  o r  25 A p r i l .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  
happening? 

A .  Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  I am s u r e  t h a t  i s  t r u e .  

MR WEST: I have no f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  

I0 : Colonel FRANKLIN? 

COL FRANKLIN: No, sir, 

I0 : M r .  WALSH? 

MR WALSH: Y e s ,  s ir .  I have a ques t ion ,  s i r .  

Who normally d r a f t e d  o rde r s  du r ing  t h i s  pe r iod  
t h a t  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. The G3. 

& . Would t h a t  a l s o  apply t o  l e t t e r s  t o  commanders, 
.such a s  t h e  one in t roduced  h e r e  o f  t h e  24th? 

A .  I ' m  unable  t o  say  because it would depend upon 
t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r .  1f t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander wanted t o  
emphasize something i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  I G  o r  t h e  J A  o r  s o  
f o r t h ,  he might very w e l l  have t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  prepare  a 
d r a f t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  manner i n  which t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
one was w r i t t e n .  I t  could have been w r i t t e n  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander pe r sona l ly .  I t  could have been w r i t t e n  by one of 
t h e  A D C ' s  o r  even a s t a f f  member. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  i t ' s  normal p r a c t i c e  f o r  some 
o t h e r  o f f i c e r  t o  w r i t e  a d r a f t  f o r  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r ?  

A. H e  used both techniques.  

10: Did your d i v i s i o n  have any formal commander's 
notes  which were i ssued?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander p u t t i n g  
ou t  a  s e r i e s  a s  such,  s ir .  No, sir.  

Q Did you have an SOP i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. There was a d i v i s i o n  SOP, y e s ,  sir.  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back again ,  Colonel PARSON, t o  t h i s  
mat ter  of a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  a re-
p o r t  of formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  having been submit ted t o  your 
headquarters?  

A. No, s i r ,  o t h e r  than t h e  r e p o r t  of Colonel 
HENDERSON, sir. I r e c a l l  t h a t  he submit ted a r e p o r t .  

Q I n  t h e  month of May, a f t e r  Colonel HENDERSON'S 
r e p o r t ,  do you remember another  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t  
having been submit ted t o  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it now, s i r .  No, sir.  

Q. I f  such had been submit ted t o  d i v i s i o n  head-
q u a r t e r s ,  would you have seen i t ?  

A.  Probably. I f  by chance it went through one 
of t h e  A D C ' s ,  I suppose it i s  conceivable  I would not  have. 
I wasn ' t  pr ivy  t o  a11 conversat ions and a c t i v i t i e s  between 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander and h i s  ADC's .  

Q W e  have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  such a r e p o r t  was pre-
pared and t h a t  it was submitted t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  
i n  t h r e e  copies .  I cannot s t a t e  how o r  i n  what form it . 
was de l ive red  o r  submit ted,  and I am t h e r e f o r e  asking i f  you 
had any information regarding  t h i s  r e p o r t  of a formal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it, sir .  
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MR WEST: Colonel  PARSON, t h e r e  have been a few re fe rences  
i n  t h e  p r e s s  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  men of C/1/20 be ing  
under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of marijuana o r  some o t h e r  drug dur ing  
t h i s  opera t ion  i n  My Lai  ( 41  on t h e  morning of 1 6  March 1968. 
DO you have any knowledge of any such t h i n g ?  

A. No, sir. Your mentioning it, r i g h t  now, i s  t h e  
f i rs t  I have e v e r  heard of it. I d i d n ' t  even n o t i c e  t h a t  
i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  sir. 

Q Was the use of marijuana a problem i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
on o r  about t h i s  t ime ,  t o  your knowledge? 

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  it was a s p e c i f i c  major prob-
lem a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I do know t h a t  it was a r e c u r r i n g  problem, 
and t h a t  t h e  p rovos t  marshal was br inging  information t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  comrnanaer about t h e  use of marijuana from t i m e  t o  
.time. I don' t r e c a l l  t h a t  it was a major, s e r i o u s  problem. 
There was an element t h e r e ,  s i r .  Yes, s i r .  

Q Did t h i s  extend t o  t h e  use of marijuana by t h e  
t roops  dur ing  combat opera t ions?  

A. I d o n r t  r e c a l l  of any such i n c i d e n t .  

MR WEST: Thank you. 

I 0  : Any mare ques t ions?  

(No response.  

Colonel PARSON, I ' l l  give you t h i s  opportun-
i t y  t o  make any s t a t ement  you would ca re  t o  make t o  t h i s  
group, o r  provide any a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  you may 
have a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h i s  time which you f e e l  might be of 
i n t e r e s t  f o r  t h e  purpose of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I would give you any a d d i t i o n a l  information i f  
I had it ,  sir .  A s  an o v e r a l l  comment, I would say t h a t  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  as presented  t o  me, w a s  n o t  a major i n c i d e n t  
a t  t h a t  t ime. It  obviously i s  a major i n c i d e n t ,  but  a s  it 
s t r u c k  me i n  my awareness of it, t h e  i n i t i a l  a l l e g a t i o n s  
d id  n o t  seem t o  be  borne o u t  by follow-up informat ion ,  as 
I r e c a l l  i t ,  and I dismissed it from my mind. I have learned  
subsequently t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by MACV o r  
someone a t  h igher  l e v e l  i n  Vietnam. I l ea rned  t h a t  from t h e  
newspapers q u i t e  r e c e n t l y .  
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Q Let  me s t o p  you here .  Did it say  when t h e  inves-
t i g a t i o n  was made? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h e  moment, bu t  they 
must have--I am t a l k i n g  about a MACV-level i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
which r e s u l t e d  i n  Lieutenant  CALLEY being s u b j e c t  t o  court-
m a r t i a l .  

Q Could t h i s  have been an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a com-
p a r a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  da te?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Not one t h a t  took p lace  back i n ,  l e t ' s  say ,  from 
March t o  June of 1968? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q- Proceed. 

A. When I f i r s t  heard of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  papers ,  
my i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  was t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  mid-May i n c i d e n t  
which happened i n  t h e  198th Brigade because it was t h e  only 
t h i n g  of t h i s  magnitude t h a t  I ever  could r e c a l l .  I imme-
d i a t e l y  had t o  dismiss  it because it d o e s n ' t  add up. I remem-
b e r  t h e  May i n c i d e n t  i n  much more d e t a i l  than  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
now, of which I r e c a l l  very l i t t l e .  I t  simply w a s n ' t  high-
l i g h t e d  t o  me, s ir .  I have no explanat ion  r e a l l y  a s  t o  why 
t h i s  th ing  d i d n ' t  come t o  my a t t e n t i o n  more than  it d id .  I 
was q u i t e  involved admin i s t r a t ive ly  a t  t h a t  t ime.  I was no t  
o p e r a t i o n a l l y  o r i e n t e d  and t h i s  may have accounted f o r  my 
i n a b i l i t y ,  i n  p a r t ,  t o  answer some of your  ques t ions  about 
t h i s  s p e c i f i c  opera t ion .  I d i d n ' t  fol low opera t ions  c l o s e l y .  
I had major admin i s t r a t ive  problems i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  head-
q u a r t e r s ,  and t h e  combination of a l l  of t h e s e  reasons must 
be t h e  explanat ion  why t h i s  t h i n g  d i d n ' t  come t o  my a t t e n t i o n  
and s t and  ou t  a s  a major, s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q . Before you were chief  of s t a f f  of t h e  America1 - Divis ion ,  what w a s  your assignment? 

A. I was a d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  commander i n  Germany, 
sir. I had a very s h o r t  USARV assignment i n  USARV Headquarters 
j u s t  before  I repor ted  t o  t h e  Americal Divis ion  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
handl ing of t h e  dead k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n  because t h e r e  had been 
some m i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and o t h e r  problems i n  about four  cases .  
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My job f o r  about 10 days ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  o u r  
procedures  and see i f  t hey  were adequate  f o r  hand l ing  t h e  
dead,  n o t i f y i n g  n e x t  of  k i n ,  and pe r sona l  e f f e c t s  and t h i s  
s o r t  of t h i n g .  

Q W e  ' a p p r e c i a t e  your  s t a t e m e n t ,  Colonel  PARSON, and 
I am s u r e  you recognize  t h e  g r a v i t y  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I would ask you t o  con t inue  t o  keep your  t h i n k i n g  cap  on ,  and 
i f  you can r e c o l l e c t  o r  can r e c o n s t r u c t  menta l ly  any s i t u a t i o n  
o r  a c t i v i t i e s  which may have t r a n s p i r e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
which w e  a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  which may have a b e a r i n g  on t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  your c a l l i n g  t h i s  t o  ou r  
a t t e n t i o n  s o  t h a t  w e  can check i n t o  i t  f u r t h e r .  W e  would 
a l s o  a p p r e c i a t e  any documents, memoranda, pho tos ,  o r  o t h e r  
m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  you may have o r  know of which would relate 
t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  may have a bea r ing  upon t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  
Do you have anyth ing  f u r t h e r  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  add? 

A.  No, s i r .  I w i l l  comply wi th  what you s a i d  and 
g i v e  you my f u l l  coope ra t ion .  

I0 : This  h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1055 hour s ,  12  December 
1969 .) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1745 hours ,  1 3  February 
1970.) . 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER and COL FRANKLIN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hear ing  r e c a l l s  Colonel Nels A .  PARSON. 

(COL PARSON was r e c a l l e d  and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows:) 

Colonel PARSON, s i r ,  I remind you t h a t  you remain 
under oa th  be fo re  t h i s  hearing.  

I understand. 

I 0: Colonel PARSON, s i n c e  you l a s t  appeared before  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  December, we have ga thered  a cons iderable  
amount of information p r imar i ly  through having interviewed 
from t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  inqu i ry  up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  something 
now i n  excess  of  350 i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  we have 
assembled a l a r g e  number of documents which have been e n t e r e d  
i n t o  evidence.  I n  add i t ion  t o  t h a t ,  we have made a t r i p  t o  
South Vietnam where we had an oppor tuni ty  t o  v i s i t  headquarters  
MBCV, USARV, 111 MAF , and t h e  America1 Divis ion  headquarters  
where we were a l l  we l l  rece ived ,  and we had t h e  oppor tuni ty  
t o  pe r sona l ly  go through t h e i r  f i l e s  a f t e r  they  had combed 
them f o r  documents. We a l s o  v i s i t e d  headquar ters  of I Corps 
and t a l k e d  t o  General LAM. Subsequent t o  t h a t  t ime,  we 
v i s i t e d  t h e  11 th  Brigade a t  Duc Pho, and I t h i n k  I mentioned 
w e  he re  a l s o  went through t h e i r  f i l e s .  

W e  v i s i t e d  LZ D o t t i e  t o  g e t  t h e  l a y  of t h e  land ,  
and we a l s o  v i s i t e d  2d ARVN Division and t a l k e d  t o  now General 
TOAN and some of h i s  people who were on duty t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime,  
some of t h e  advisory elements t h a t  a r e  t h e r e  now and a l s o  I 
must say we've t a l k e d  t o  numerous adv i so r s  from t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion and from province headquarters  , t h e  U.  S . advisors  
who served i n  t h a t  a rea  during t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  We d i d  
v i s i t  province and had d i scuss ions  wi th  Colonel K H I E N ,  some 
of t h e  o t h e r  people i n  h i s  headquar ters ,  as wel l  a s ,  I 
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i n d i c a t e d  be fo re ,  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  advisory s t a f f ,  and t h e  same 
t h i n g  could be s a i d  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  We t a l k e d  t o  now 
Captain TAN and p a r t  of h i s  s t a f f .  

Above and beyond a11 of t h a t ,  we a l s o  had an 
opportuni ty t o  v i s i t  My L a i ,  t o  walk through t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
t o  be a b l e  t o  confirm t h e  geographic l o c a t i o n  of many of t h e  
th ings  we have been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a s  f a r  a s  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i s  concerned. W e  have a l s o  had an opportuni ty t o  o v e r f l y  
t h e  a r e a ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  of Son My Vi l l age .  I might say he re  
t h a t ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  we got  t h e  Vietnamese geographic 
names of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  and hamlets and subhamlets 
s t r a igh tened  out .  The p o i n t  t h a t  I ' m  making i s  t h a t  
when we l a s t  had talked t o  you we were somewhat groping 
f o r  information t o  put  t h i s  jigsaw puzzle  toge the r .  But we're 
i n  a much b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  p resen t  time than  we were 
t h e n  t o  be a b l e  t o  ask i n t e l l i g e n t  ques t ions  and t o  provide 
t h e  documents t o  suppor t  those  ques t ions  and t o  g e t  mat ters  
c l a r i f i e d  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t .  Before we proceed, I would ask 
Colonel MILLER of  The Judge Advocate Genera l ' s  Of f i ce  t o  
advise you concerning your r i g h t s ,  and I would a l s o  ask him 
t o  warn you of some of t h e  t h i n g s  of which we may suspect  
you. 

& You may suspec t  me o f ,  s i r ?  
, 

A. That i s  r i g h t ,  

COL MILLER: When you appeared before  on 1 2  December, you 
were n o t  suspected of any o f fense  and no warning w a s  given. 
A s  General PEERS i n d i c a t e d ,  s i n c e  t h a t  time t h e r e  have been 
many, many wi tnesses  and much evidence t h a t  has been con-
s i d e r e d  by General PEERS and t h e  o t h e r  people who a r e  he re .  

On t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  information t h a t  i s  i n  now, 
t h e r e  i s  some reason t o  suspect  you may have committed one o r  
more of a number of o f fenses .  I mention t h e  word " s ~ s p e c t ' ~  
r a t h e r  than "charged" o r  "a l leged ."  There a r e  no charges 
and t h e r e  a r e  no a l l e g a t i o n s  b u t  t h e r e  i s  some suspic ion  t h a t  
you may have committed some of t h e  of fenses  t h a t  I s h a l l  l i s t  
i n  j u s t  a moment. Af te r  I have done t h a t  I w i l l  advise  you 
of your r i g h t  t o  counsel  and your r i g h t  t o  e i t h e r  t e s t i f y  o r  
no t  t o  t e s t i f y .  
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You a r e  suspected of t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  obey, o r  a 
v i o l a t i o n  o f ,  t h e  genera l  r e g u l a t i o n s  concerning t h e  r e p o r t i n g  
of knowledge o r  information o r  r e p o r t s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a l l eged  
o r  suspected or  apparent war crimes.  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t o  of fenses  o r  a l l eged  of fenses  cornmi.tted by Task Force 
Barker i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  on about 1 6  t o  18 March of 1968. 

A. Am I permit ted t o  query a t  t h i s  t i m e  o r  do you 
p r e f e r  t h a t  I remain--

COL MILLER: ( In terpos ing)  I f  you have a  ques t ion  and I can 
answer i t ,  I w i l l .  

A. I j u s t  d o n ' t  understand what i s  meant by t h a t .  

COL MILLER: A l l  c i g h t .  A r t i c l e  31 of t h e  Uniform Code of  
M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e  provides t h a t  no person s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Code 
may be quest ioned by o t h e r  persons s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Code, and I 
w i l l  add t o  t h a t  o t h e r  persons r ep resen t ing  t h e  Government, 
i f  they a r e  suspected of an o f fense  wi thout  f i r s t  being 
warned of t h i s  f a c t  and a l s o  advised of t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  counsel 
and t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  t o  t e s t i f y  o r  t o  t e s t i f y .  A s  I s a i d ,  
t h e r e  have been many, many wi tnesses  and much o t h e r  evidence 
rece ived ,  and on t h e  b a s i s  of some of t h i s  information t h e r e  
is  reason t o  suspect  t h a t  you may have committed one o r  more 
of t h e  of fenses  which I s h a l l  r e l a t e .  Again, I say t h i s  is  
not  a charge. I t  i s  no t  an a l l e g a t i o n  o r  i n  t h e  form of a 
charge s h e e t  o r  formal a l l e g a t i o n ,  bu t  wi th in  t h e  minds of 
one o r  more of t h e  members who a r e  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  is  a susp ic ion .  
This i s  what I am warning you o f .  

A .  I meant t h e  f i r s t  susp ic ion  t h a t  you were reading 
t o  me. I don' t even q u i t e  understand t h a t .  Would I be 
permi t ted  t o  t a k e  notes  on t h i s  o r  would you give me  a copy of 
t h i s ?  

COL MILLER: Cer ta in ly .  You can make notes  i f  you wish. I 
w i l l  g ive you a copy, and a s  soon as it is  a v a i l a b l e  you can 
have a verbatim t r a n s c r i p t .  

MR WEST: You mean of h i s  p r i o r  testimony? 

COL MILLER: And of t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I am d e t a i l i n g  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  
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A. I ' m  shocked, I d o n ' t  know what t o  say .  Well, t h e  
f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  you suspec t  me of--

COL MILLER: ( In te rpos ing)  F a i l u r e  t o  obey o r  v i o l a t i o n  of 
t h e  lawful  genera l  r egu la t ion .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
MACV ~ i r e c t i v e20-4, which r e q u i r e s  c e r t a i n  a c t i o n s  i n  
any case  on information o r  knowledge o r  r e p o r t s  which r e f e r  
t o  a l l eged  o r  suspected  o r  apparent  war crimes.  There 
i s  a duty t o  report t h a t  t o  one ' s  commander. 

A. I t  i s  suspected  t h a t  I d id  no t  t e l l  my commander? 

COL MILLER: You d i d  n o t  obey t h a t  r e g u l a t i o n ,  yes ,  s i r .  
I f  i t ' s  a l l  r i g h t ,  I ' l l  proceed with t h i s  and we can come back 
i f  necessary.  Second, d e r e l i c t i o n  of duty i n  t h a t  you had had 
brought t o  your o f f i c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  through American and 
Vietnamese channels  a l l e g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s  of t h e  k i l l i n g  of 
s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers of Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  
of Vietnam by American t r o o p s ,  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  Task Force 
Barker t roops ,  dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  of about 1 6  t o  18 March 1968 
and t h a t  you f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  appropr ia t e  a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  
t o  v e r i f y  t h i s  information o r  t o  seek a d d i t i o n a l  information 
through appropr ia t e  Vietnamese o r  American channels ,  o r  both.  

A. I t a k e  i t  t h a t  t h a t  was--just r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  t o  
General KOSTER w a s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t ?  

COL MILLER: That i s  r i g h t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  susp ic ion ,  t h a t  you 
d i d  no t  t ake  whatever a c t i o n  was appropr ia t e  t o  g e t  what 
information you as t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  would 
be expected t o  t a k e  i n  t h e  performance of your duty.  Th i rd ,  
you d i d  appear before  General PEERS on t h e  12th  of December 
and you t e s t i f i e d  under oa th .  You a r e  now suspected  of  
having withheld re1evant : information about mat ters  on which 
you were ques t ioned and of having given some testimony 
f a l s e l y  under oa th .  This is  a v i o l a t i o n  of A r t i c l e  134, 
and i t  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  o f fense  of f a l s e  swearing. 

A. Could you e l a b o r a t e  on t h a t ?  

COL MILLER: Not a t  t h i s  t ime. I ' l l  continue with t h i s  now, 
and w e ' l l  come back. Fourth,  wi th  t h e  suppression of and 
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conspiracy t o  suppress  information and r e p o r t s  concerning, and 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f ,  a c t s  which a l l e g e d l y  were committed by 
~ m e r i c a n  t r o o p s ,  aga in ,  Task Force Barker t r o o p s ,  i n  t h e  Son 
My area of Vietnam i n  t h ~  per iod  of about 16 t o  1 8  March 1968. 
The information and t h e  r e p o r t s  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of which 
you a re  suspected of e i t h e r  suppress ing  and/or conspi r ing  
t o  suppress concerned repor ted  a l l e g e d  s e r i o u s  o f fenses  which 
w e r e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  laws of war and a l s o  of t h e  Uniform 
Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  I am r e f e r r i n g  now t o  var ious  a c t s  
a l l eged ly  committed by Task Force Barker personnel  i n  t h e  Son 
My a rea .  These included b u t  were not  l i m i t e d  t o  such t h i n g s  
a s  rape ,  murder and o t h e r  s e r i o u s  f e l o n i e s .  

A. The l a s t  thought ,  aga in ,  p lease .  Would you mind 
g iv ing  t h e  whole-- 

COL MILLER: ( In te rpos ing)  The informat ion  and t h e  r e p o r t s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  o f fenses  which a l l e g e d l y  w e r e  committed by 
Task Force Barker personnel ,  n o t  t h a t  you committed them o r  
anything l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  informat ion  concerning t h e s e  
of fenses  came t o  you, and t h e  o f fenses  I r e f e r  t o  a r e  among 
o t h e r  th ings  s e r i o u s  o f f e n s e s ,  such a s  rape ,  murder. 

A .  I ' m  s o r r y ,  I s t i l l  d o n ' t  understand t h e  po in t .  
You're j u s t  t e l l i n g  m e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  were brought  t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n  a s  a s tatement  of f a c t .  

MR MACCRATE: The f i r s t  sentence ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i s  what Colonel 
PARSON would l i k e  t o  hear .  

COL MILLER: The a l l e g a t i o n  i s  t h a t  you e i t h e r  suppressed o r  
you conspired t o  suppress ,  o r  you d i d  both ,  information and 
r e p o r t s  concerning, and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f ,  acts which a l l eged ly  
were committed by t h e s e  Task Force Barker personnel .  I n  
o t h e r  words, t h a t  you suppressed ox conspi red  t o  suppress  
information and ~ e p o r t s  t h a t  came t o  you, or  t o  suppress  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e s e  a l l e g e d  a c t s ,  s o  t h a t  they  d i d  
not  become known o r  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a s  they should  have been. 
And t h e s e  r e p o r t s  and t h e s e  a c t s  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  Task Force 
Barker personnel  and what they d i d  o r  were a l l e g e d  t o  have 
done i n  t h e  Son My a rea  i n  March of 1968. 

You a r e  suspected of d e r e l i c t i o n  of duty with 
r e spec t  t o  your a c t i o n s  and your f a i l u r e  t o  a c t  on r e p o r t s  
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and information concerning a l l e g e d  and unlawful k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s  by American t roops  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  about 1 6  t o  
18 March 1968. Your a c t s  o r  f a i l u r e  t o  a c t  a r e  no t  l i m i t e d  
t o  those  d a t e s  b u t  extend t o  whatever were your a c t i o n s  o r  
i n a c t i o n s  on informat ion  concerning those  mat ters  which 
came t o  your a t t e n t i o n  and t o  those  th ings  t h a t  you should 
have done i n  t h e  proper  performance of your d u t i e s .  

You a r e  suspected of being an accessory a f t e r  t h e  
f a c t  t o  p o s s i b l e  o f fenses  which were committed by Task Force 
Barker personnel  dur ing ,  and r e l a t e d  t o ,  t h e  Task Force 
opera t ions  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  dur ing  16 t o  18 March 1968 and 
t h a t  you t h e r e a f t e r  a s s i s t e d  t h e  of fenders  i n  o r d e r  t o  prevent  
o r  h inder  t h e i r  apprehension o r  t h e i r  t r i a l  o r  t h e i r  
punishment. 

A.  These a r e  i n c r e d i b l e .  Would you mind reading  
t h a t  again.  

COL MILLER: You a r e  suspected of  being an accessory a f t e r  
t h e  f a c t  t o  p o s s i b l e  o f fenses  t h a t  were committed by t h e s e  
personnel i n  t h a t  t h i s  information came t o  your a t t e n t i o n  
a f t e r  t h e  f a c t  and you t h e r e a f t e r ,  a f t e r  you had t h i s  informa- 
t i o n ,  a s s i s t e d  t h e s e  of fenders  i n  o rde r  t o  prevent  t h e i r  
apprehension, t r i a l  o r  punishment. 

A.  I a s s i s t e d  t h e  of fenders?  

COL MILLER: That  i s  r i g h t .  This  could be done i n  a  number 
of ways, such as suppressing informat ion ,  f a i l u r e  t o  a c t ,  
o r  a s s i s t i n g  i n  any way t o  avoid d e t e c t i o n  a s  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e  o f fense  of suppression of information.  

A. On what p o s s i b l e  grounds o r  what motive o r  what 
incen t ive  would prompt me  t o  do any of t h i s ?  

COL MILLER: Colonel ,  I d o n ' t  know. These i t e m s  of which 
you a r e  informed a r e  based on suspic ions  which a r e  based 
on information and evidence which i s  before  General 
PEERS a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

It  i s  suspected t h a t  you may have had knowledge 
of t h e  a c t u a l  commission of s e r i o u s  o f fenses  a t  o r  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of My Lai v i l l a g e  o r  Son My during t h e  per iod  of 
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1 6  t o  18 March 1968 and t h a t  you may have taken some pos- 
i t i v e  a c t  o r  a c t s  t o  conceal these  s e r i o u s  o f fenses .  The 
concealment of t h e s e  a c t s  would c o n s t i t u t e  mispr is ion  of a 
felony. 

Included i n  t h i s  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you may 
have had knowledge of the  a c t u a l  commission of such of -  
fenses  and you d i d  n o t  make it known t o  m i l i t a r y  au thor i -  
t ies as soon as  poss ib le .  Now, i n  t h i s  case  by s e r i o u s  
of fenses  I mean such a c t s  a s  ind i sc r imina te  o r  unlawful 
k i l l i n g  o r m r a p e  o r  o t h e r  o f fenses  of t h i s  s o r t  t h a t  a r e  
i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  Uniform Code. And these  may a l s o  
be v i o l a t i o n s  of t h e  l a w s  of war. This is a genera l  
d e t a i l ,  s ta tement ,  of these  i t e m s .  

Under t h e  circumstances,  of course ,  you have 
both a r i g h t  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  testimony and with r e s p e c t  
t o  counsel. You have a r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t  and n o t  
answer ques t ions .  Any s tatement  t h a t  you do make may 
be used i n  evidence a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r imina l  t r i a l .  
You a l s o  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  be represented  by counsel ,  and 
by counsel I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer. Such counsel  'can 
e i t h e r  be c i v i l i a n  counsel t h a t  you can employ a t  your 
own expense o r  it can be a  m i l i t a r y  lawyer. I f  you wish, 
you can have both a c i v i l i a n  counsel  i n  your employ, and 
a m i l i t a r y  lawyer w i l l  be d e t a i l e d  f o r  you. I f  you have 
a  p a r t i c u l a r  counsel ,  m i l i t a r y  counsel ,  who is reasonably 
a v a i l a b l e  we  w i l l  t r y  t o  make him a v a i l a b l e  t o  you. I f  
not ,  i f  you wish t o  have m i l i t a r y  counsel ,  we  w i l l  appoint  
o t h e r  counsel.  

You may decide t h a t  you wish t o  proceed and 
answer ques t ions  without  being rep resen ted  by counsel 
o r  having counsel  p resen t .  I f  you wish t o  do t h i s ,  
you c e r t a i n l y  may do so. I n  t h a t  even t ,  you may 
s t o p  answering ques t ions  a t  any t ime. You a l s o  may re-
ques t  t h e  appointment of counsel  a t  any t ime.  With re-
spect  t o  your r i g h t  t o  counsel  and your r i g h t  t o  t e s t i f y ,  
do you f e e l  t h a t  you understand those t w o  r i g h t s :  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t  and no t  answer q u e s t i o n s ,  t o  t e s t i f y  
with o r  without  counsel ,  t o  employ c i v i l i a n  counsel  o r  have 
m i l i t a r y  counsel ,  o r  both? I should add me th ing .  Cer-
t a i n l y  you can have t h i s  counsel  wi th  you i n  t h i s  hear ing  
i f  you wish, and you can c o n s u l t  with him a t  any time. 
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A. I ' m  j u s t  f l abbergas ted ,  To say t h a t  I want 
counsel almost impl ie s  i n  my own mind I ' m  g u i l t y  of t h e s e  
t h i n g s ,  and t h a t  I 've j u s t  never experienced anything re-
motely approaching this,  t h e  accusa t ion  t h a t  I have f a l s e -
l y  t e s t i f i e d .  

I0 : This is no t  an accusa t ion .  This  i s  a susp ic ion  
as  was i n d i c a t e d  to you by Colonel MILLER. These a r e  no t  
charges.  These a r e  t h e  th ings  which we suspect  you of having 
committed, and we would be g r e a t l y  remiss i f  we d i d  no t  t e l l  
you of t h e s e  be fo re  we quest ioned you f u r t h e r .  

A. I ' m  r e a l l y  i n  a s t a t e  of shock over  it because 
I have been very proud of my honorable record and along 
wi th  a  cadet  p rayer  which I have learned  many yea r s  ago, 
"harder r i g h t  i n s t e a d  of t h e  e a s i e r  wrong." And it has 
been s o  long ago and d e t a i l s  a r e  s o  lacking  i n  my mind 
t h a t  i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i scuss  t h e s e .  I t ' s  one t h i n g  
t h a t  occurs  t o  m e .  I have had t h e  disadvantage of n o t  
being a b l e  t o  improve upon my knowledge of t h i s  a t  a l l .  
Your i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has  been very thorough and it i s  obvi-
ous you now have a11 t h e  p ieces .  My b l i n d e r s  remain as 
narrow as  before .  I r e a l l y  agonized over  t h i s  t o  t r y  t o  
remember anything e l s e  t h a t  I could con t r ibu te  t o  t h i s .  

Q We s h a l l  he lp  you remember. 

A. Lack of testimony, l a c k  of s p e c i f i c i t y  when 
I f i r s t  appeared be fo re  you was f o r  lack of r e c a l l i n g .  I 
have no sensa t ion  i n  my own h e a r t  o f ,  you know, wrongdoing 
o r  g u i l t  o r  any s e n s a t i o n  of h id ing  anything. This  d o e s n ' t  
e x i s t  i n  my being. I t  i s  very easy f o r  me t o  conf ident ly  
come before you t h e  f i r s t  t ime and now and t o  t r y  t o  cooper-
a t e ,  and I hard ly  know what t o  say.  I ' m  not  a f r a i d  t o  t a l k  
about it. I ' m  n o t  aware o f ,  c e r t a i n l y  no conscious e f f o r t  
t o  do any of t h e s e  t h i n g s .  There would be no incen t ive  f o r  
me t o  do s o ,  no purpose,  nothing t o  be gained. The i r o n  
i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  Army i s  a t  s t a k e ,  and of our own n a t i o n ,  and 
t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  t i m e  f o r  rre t o  be evasive o r  withhold any-
th ing .  

Q W e  understand t h i s  b e t t e r  than you do, Colonel 
PARSON, very f r ank ly .  
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A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  mean t o  imply t h a t  you d i d n ' t  
know t h i s .  

Y 0 No, I know your p o i n t ,  b u t  when 
w e  are -- s a y  t h a t  t a l k i n g  about  looking  i n t o  t h e  My Lai  o r  
t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t ,  we ' re  l ook ing  i n t o  a s i t u a t i o n ,  perhaps ,  
where more than  200 women and c h i l d r e n  and o l d  men were 
k i l l e d ,  and it may be a s  many as 5 0 0 .  We're a l s o  looking  a t  
a s i t u a t i o n  where numerous, n o t  j u s t  one o r  two, b u t  numerous, 
women were r aped ,  where v i l l a g e s  were l e v e l e d ,  hamlets  I 
should s a y ,  and subhamlets ,  where a l l  t h e  an imals  were 
k i l l e d .  Now w e  recognize  t h e  g r a v i t y  of  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  and 
w e  recognize  t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  it wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Army, w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  ou r  count ry  and ou r  people .  W e  r ecogn ize  it ve ry ,  
very c l e a r l y ,  and we have gone through t h i s  t es t imony and 
what we ' re  t e l l i n g  you r i g h t  now i s  t h e  combined thoughts  of  
a l l  t h e  gentlemen you s e e  r i g h t  a t  t h i s  t a b l e  a f t e r  having 
heard t h i s  number of  w i tnes ses  and hav ing  gone through t h i s .  
A s  I s a y ,  w e  would be  remiss i f  w e  d i d  n o t  t e l l  you of o u r  
s u s p i c i o n s  b e f o r e  w e  t a l k  t o  you. A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  w e  
a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  do t h i s  by law. 

8' 

c' 
COL MILLER: You mentioned a few minutes ago t h a t  a p p a r e n t l y  
General PEERS had a l l  of t h e  p i e c e s .  One of  t h e  reasons  t h a t  
you were c a l l e d  back i s  t h a t  you may be a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  
a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  which w e  do n o t  have i n  s p i t e  of t h e  
amount of i n fo rma t ion  we a l r e a d y  have.  Desp i t e  t h e  enormity 
of what appears  t o  have happened and t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  
country  it i s  a l s o  our  du ty  t o  see t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t s  
a r e  s t i l l  p r o t e c t e d ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  reason  why you a r e  
appr i sed  of  t h e s e  s u s p i c i o n s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I t ' s  i n  f a i r -  
ness  t o  you r a t h e r  t han  t o  c a l l  you i n  and q u e s t i o n  you 
wi thout  a t  l eas t  l e t t i n g  you know. This  i s  done d e s p i t e  
t h e  f a c t  w e  may have h e r e  an i n c i d e n t  unprecedented i n  o u r  
h i s  t o r y .  

MR WEST: Did you pose t h e  q u e s t i o n  f o r  Colone l  PARSON? 

COL MILLER: I asked him i f  h e  wanted counse l  o r  t i m e  t o  
seek counse l .  

A. You're r e a l l y  a d v i s i n g  m e  t o  g e t  counse l  t hen .  
You're l e a v i n g  it t o  m e .  
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COL MILLER: I ' m  l e a v i n g  it t o  you. You may wish t o  pro- 
ceed without  counse l .  I f  you wish t o  seek counsel ,  you 
c e r t a i n l y  have that r i g h t .  

A. I ' m  so concerned over  what you t e l l  me t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  a misunderstanding o r  some explanat ion  f o r  t h i s .  
I ' m  concerned--I d o n ' t  know how t o  put  it, bu t  i f  t h e r e  
is c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  evidehce d e s p i t e  my own b e l i e f  of what 
I f e e l  t h a t  I have done o r  f a i l e d  t o  do, I probably should 
g e t  counsel. I never  thought I 'd  see  the  day t h a t  I was 
a f r a i d  t o  s t and  up on my own and t e l l  you everyth ing  t h a t  
I know and coopera te  i n  every way p o s s i b l e ,  bu t  I f e e l  
t h a t  I ' m  s o r t  of backing o f f  from t h a t  and t o  ask f o r  
counsel f o r  this--  

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Those a r e  some of t h e  r i g h t s  
and p re roga t ives  t h a t  a r e  a f forded you under m i l i t a r y  
j u s t i c e .  

A. I must make a dec i s ion .  I am holding t h i s  
group. 

Q. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you have t o  make a d e c i s i o n  now. 
We're n o t  going to go on t h i s  evening, anyhow. We have 
another  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  I want t o  t a l k  t o  t o n i g h t ,  and, 
th ings  being what they are, I won't g e t  around t o  t a l k  
t o  you u n t i l  Monday, b u t  I would suggest  t h a t  perhaps 
--Anybody o b j e c t  t o  providing time f o r  him t o  determine 
i f  he d e s i r e s  counsel?  

(Negative response.  ) 

I sugges t  t o  you, Colonel PARSON, t h a t  you 
s i t  down with Colonel MILLER, and then make up your own 
mind whether o r  n o t  you want counsel ,  and i f  you want 
counsel we w i l l  a r range  it f o r  you because you see  it is 
no t  our  i n t e n t  t o  inc r imina te  you o r  t o  make you t e s t i f y  
aga ins t  y o u r s e l f ,  So, a s  a consequence, I th ink  it would 
be wise i f  we recessed  here  and you should g e t  t o g e t h e r  
with Colonel MILLER and then we w i l l  reschedule you. A s  
I say ,  I a m  s u r e  it won't be tomorrow. I t  w i l l  probably 
be sometime Monday o r  conceivably Tuesday. We w i l l  
g ive you an oppor tuni ty  t o  review your previous t e s t i -
mony and t o  review your testimony with counsel i f  you 
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s o  e l e c t .  Do you have any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. NO, sir.  

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1813 h o u r s ,  
1 3  February 1970.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0940 hours ,  
17 February 1970.) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL ARMSTRONG, and 
MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hear ing  r e c a l l s  Colonel PARSON. 

(COL PARSON was r e c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was 
reminded t h a t  he w a s  s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows:) 

RCDR : A r e  you represented  by counsel? 

WIT : Yes, 'sir, I am. 

RCDR : W i l l  counse l  p lease  s t a t e  h i s  f u l l  name, grade,  
Soc ia l  Secur i ty  number, o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n .  

I C : Joe  P. CASEY, Lieutenant  Colonel,  
Off ice  of t h e  Judge Advocate General, Department of t h e  
Army. 


COL MILLER: Colonel CASEY, you a r e  a lawyer admitted 
t o  p r a c t i c e  of l a w  f o r  t h e  Federal  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  o r  the  
h ighes t  c o u r t  of a s t a t e ,  are you? 

I C : The Supreme Court of  t h e  S t a t e  of  Missouri ,  
Federal  D i s t r i c t  Court  of the  Western D i s t r i c t  of Missouri ,  
Supreme Court of t h e  United S t a t e s .  

COL MILLER: Colonel PARSON, on t h e  13th  of February 
you were informed of c e r t a i n  of fenses  which you were 
suspected o f ,  and were advised concerning your r i g h t s  
with r e s p e c t  t o  t e s t i f y i n g  and no t  t e s t i f y i n g .  That 
is  your p r i v i l e g e  under A r t i c l e  31. And a l s o  your 
r i g h t  t o  have e i t h e r  c i v i l i a n  o r  m i l i t a r y  counsel  o r  
both. A t  t h a t  t i m e  you asked f o r  t h e  opportuni ty t o  
consider  t h i s .  Since t h a t  t ime you d i d  r eques t  t h a t  
m i l i t a r y  counsel  be made a v a i l a b l e .  Colonel CASEY w a s  
so  made a v a i l a b l e .  Have you had an ample oppor tuni ty  
t o  d i scuss  t h i s  m a t t e r  with him? 
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WIT : Y e s ,  sir. 

COL MILLER: A r e  you s a t i s f i e d  t o  have him r e p r e s e n t  
-, you here? 

WIT : Y e s .  

cOL MILLER: I n o t i c e  you do n o t  have c i v i l i a n  counsel .  
~f you need t ime t o  cons ider  ob ta in ing  c i v i l i a n  counse l ,  
you may do so .  

WIT : Not a t  t h i s  t ime. 

COL MILLER: Do you f e e l  t h a t  you have now had ample 
time t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  ma t t e r ,  t o  make a d e c i s i o n  wi th  
r e spec t  t o  whether you wish t o  t e s t i f y  o r  n o t ?  

WIT : Yes, sir. 

COL MILLER: Would you l i k e  me t o  go over  again  your 
t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  under A r t i c l e  31? 

WIT : Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL MILLER: You have a r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t .  On t h e  
o t h e r  hand, you may i f  you wish,  make s t a t ements .  You 
have t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  t o  answer ques t ions  a t  any 
time. You have t h e  r i g h t  whi le  you a r e  h e r e  t o  c o n s u l t  
with counsel a t  any t ime,  o r  he  wi th  you. I f  you f e e l  
it is  necessary t o  consu l t  with him o u t  of  t h e  hea r ing ,  
e i t h e r  you o r  your counsel may r e q u e s t  a r e c e s s  be taken 
and we w i l l  g ive  you t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  d i s c u s s  whatever 
you wish wi th  your counsel.  

Colonel CASEY, you have no t  been h e r e  be fo re .  
I be l i eve  i n  a few moments you w i l l  be in t roduced t o  t h e  
o t h e r  people who are i n  t h e  room. Do you have any ques- 
t i o n s  before  w e  s t a r t ?  

NO, sir. 

COL MILLER: Are you w i l l i n g  now, Colonel PARSON, t o  
answer ques t ions  and make a s ta tement?  
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WIT : Yes, s i r .  I want t o  help.  

I0 : For t h e  b e n e f i t  of you, Colonel PARSON, and 
Colonel CASEY, I ' l l  r e in t roduce  t h e  people we have a t  
t h e  t a b l e  here .  I th ink  you've met most of them. On 
my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  
M r .  MACCRATE has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Secre tary  
RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He a l s o  provides 
l e g a l  counsel f o r  me and o t h e r  members of t h e  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion  team. M r .  WALSH on t h e  f a r  r i g h t  a l s o  i s  a c i v i l a i n  
a t to rney  who, s i m i l a r  t o  M r .  MACCRATE, has volunteered 
h i s  s e r v i c e s  and he works with M r .  MACCRATE i n  perform- 
ing  those  funct ions .  On my immediate r i g h t  i s  M r .  WEST, 
an a s s i s t a n t  genera l  counsel of t h e  Department of t h e  
Army. Aside from myself ,  any of t h e s e  gentlemen may address 
ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  morning. We have o t h e r  groups 
of course ,  t h a t  a r e  t a k i n g  and have taken testimony from 
o t h e r  ind iv idua l s .  I t  w i l l  be my job t o  s e e  t h a t  a re-
p o r t  i s  pu t  t o g e t h e r ,  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  evidence is  
weighed, and t o  determine t h e  f ind ings  and recommendations. 
Do you have any ques t ions  before  we proceed a t  t h i s  t ime? 

COL PARSON : No, 'sir. 

I0: Colonel PARSON, i n -  your testimony of 12 December 
of l a s t  year  you s t a t e d ,  and I w i l l  quote:  

" I  r e c a l l  I dropped t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  my mind 
because I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing  any more about 
it. Sometime l a t e r  t h e r e  was a document which 
I be l i eve  was on t h e  same s u b j e c t  w r i t t e n  by 
e i t h e r  t h e  province chief  o r  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion 
commander. I r e c a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t  had t o  do with 
t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  
poss ib ly  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  what source I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l .  " 

Also, i n  your s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D  on t h e  14th  of January 
1 9 7 0 ,  you s t a t e d ,  and I quote:  

"I saw a l e t t e r  t h a t  had been w r i t t e n  by a V i e t -
namese o f f i c i a l  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  Here again ,  
I ' m  no t  s u r e  what it s a i d  and I ' m  s u r e  I gave it 
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commanding genera l .  " 
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I have he re ,  Colonel PARSON, a document which has been 
en te red  i n t o  the  record  as  Exh ib i t  M-34. This is da ted  
11 A p r i l  1968. I t  is from the  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of Son Tinh 
~ i s t r i c tt o  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel  province ch ie f  of Quang 
Ngai. Copies of t h i s  document, a s  you w i l l  n o t i c e  when I 
show it t o  you, were a l s o  provided t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion 
headquar ters ,  a copy w a s  provided Quang Ngai s e c t o r ,  t h a t  
i s  t o  say,  MACV, Quang Ngai Sec tor ,  which i s  t o  say M r .  MAY 
or Colonel G U I N N ' s  o f f i c e ,  and a l s o  main U.S. adv i so r ,  Son 
Tinh Subsector.  The Vietnamese ve r s ion  of  t h i s  document is 
t o  the  r e a r  and t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  is  on t h e  f r o n t .  I 
would ask you t o  review t h i s  document p lease .  

A. May I ask a ques t ion ,  s i r ?  Is t h i s  t h e  document 
which you showed me before?  

Q. No, it is  not .  With re fe rence  t o  your ques t ion  
concerning t h e  document, here  is Exh ib i t  M-28 which had been 
r e f e r r e d  t o  you previous ly .  This is da ted  28 March 1968. 
I t ' s  w r i t t e n  a l s o  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  
You w i l l  n o t i c e  it does not  provide the  d e t a i l s  t h a t  a r e  
included i n  t h e  le t ter  of 11 Apr i l .  They a r e  both prepared 
by t h e  then  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  Lieutenant  TAN. Now my ques t ion  
i s  concerning Exh ib i t  M-34. You s t a t e d  t h a t  you had seen t h e  
document. Is this the  document which you had seen? 

A. I wish I could p o s i t i v e l y  say ,  sir,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember. I s i n c e r e l y  d o n ' t  remember what document I saw 
a t  t h a t  time. I ' m  unable t o  say which of t h e s e  two--I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  two, I only r e c a l l  one. 

Q- This l e t t e r  of 11 Apr i l  is t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  was 
t h e  focus of a t t e n t i o n  between Colonel TOAN and General KOSTER. 
This we know from d i scuss ion  wi th  Colonel TOAN and Colonel 
KHIEN,  t h e  province c h i e f .  W e  know t h e  antecedents  of both 
documents and t h e  reason one is s o  bland and t h e  o t h e r  is s o  
v i v i d  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some a d d i t i o n a l  information o r  some 
a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  had t o  be provided be fo re  t h i s  l e t t e r  
could be w r i t t e n .  I t  was f i n a l l y  w r i t t e n ,  s e n t ,  t o  the  
province c h i e f  with an information copy t o  General TOAN who 
took appropr ia t e  a c t i o n  on it. Now, t h i s  l e t t e r  has some 
s ta tements  i n  it t h a t  it would appear t o  me i f  you had seen 
you would have remembered it. For example, any a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  
says t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  fo rces  a t t acked  a v i l l a g e ,  assembled t h e  
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people,  and s h o t  and k i l l e d  more than 400 people a t  Tu Cung 
Hamlet and 90 people i n  Co Luy Hamlet of Son My Vi l l age .  
This seems t o  me t h a t  t h i s  would s t i c k  very v i v i d l y  i n  some-
one ' s  mind. 

A. I can only be honest  and say t h a t  I cannot r e c a l l ,  
sir. 

Q Well, where d i d  you see  the  document? 

A. I b e l i e v e  i n  General KOSTER's o f f i c e .  

Q • What d i d  he say about t h e  document? 

A. I don ' t  r e c a l l  any conversat ion about it a t  a l l ,  
sir. I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  evade, I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. 
I t ' s  been t o o  long ago. Also, I d o n ' t  know how p e r t i n e n t  
you consider  t h i s  t o  be,  bu t  I was working a t  t h i s  time a t  
the  h i g h e s t  pace t h a t  I ever  have i n  my l i f e  and was j u s t  
engulfed i n  t h e  workload. That d o e s n ' t  say something l i k e  
t h i s  would n o t  have jumped a t  me anyway, bu t  t h e r e  was s o  much 
going on t h a t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I f  I could r e c a l l  anything 
about t h i s ,  I would t e l l  it t o  you. 

Q. Well, would you p lease  expla in  what you were 
doing a t  t h a t  t i m e  s o  t h a t  you were so preoccupied? 

A. The d i v i s i o n  headquarters  was no t  r e a l l y  a 
headquarters  a t  a l l .  I t  was a task  fo rce  headquarters  
which had about f i v e  br igades by then,  o r  maybe four ,  
because we had f o u r  and one was coming i n  and another  
was going out .  

Q. We're t a l k i n g  about mid-April now, t h e  month 
of Apr i l  1968. 

A. I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  t h ings  t h a t  I was 
preoccupied with. I was admin i s t r a t ive ly  extremely pre-
occupied with t h i n g s  r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  the  headquarters  . 
Our AG had a long ways t o  go. It was made up of persons 
pu l l ed  i n  from t h e  b r igades ,  from a l i t t l e  personnel  
company which had been assigned.  The headquarters  
company had j u s t  been assembled. The q u a r t e r s  
s i t u a t i o n  was bad. The mess s i t u a t u i o n  was bad. The 
l o c a l  s e c u r i t y  w a s  inadequate.  Bunkers needed t o  be 
b u i l t ,  t h e  t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ions  c e n t e r  was inadequate.  
The t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  where the  new s o l d i e r s  were coming i n  
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had much t o  be des i red .  No one had been given a s p e c i f i c  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  it. G3 had t h e  problem. He was t r y i n g  
t o  support  t h e  CG i n  t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ions .  It  was t o o  much 
f o r  him. I was t a k i n g  a personal  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h a t  u n t i l  
I could g e t  it proper ly  assigned.  I can t h i n k  of some o t h e r  
th ings  of t h a t  na tu re .  I ' v e  w r i t t e n  down some. Awards and 
decorat ions were a  major time consumer. V i s i t o r s  were s o  
heavy t h a t  I was s tuck  r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  headquar ters  with 
it a l l  t h e  t ime. Support command was being formed up a t  
t h a t  t ime. The br igades  had t h e i r  own l o g i s t i c  suppor t .  We 
were going through a t r a n s i t i o n  t o  develop suppor t  command. 
There was a s e r i o u s  problem i n  t h e  handl ing  of deceased and 
t h e i r  personal  e f f e c t s  which had been brought  very v i v i d l y  
t o  my a t t e n t i o n  because t h e  f i r s t  job I g o t  when I g o t  t o  
Vietnam was t o  examine our procedures ,  o u r ,  meaning t h e  e n t i r e  
Amy's  procedures i n  Vietnam, f o r  handl ing t h e  deceased. 
There had been some t r a g i c  e r r o r s  of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and s o  
on. I was most concerned t h a t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  happen. I t  had 
already happened be fo re  my a r r i v a l  by one of t h e  o u t f i t s  
of t h e  t a s k  fo rce .  I was concerned about t h a t  and s o  on. 
Now, how p e r t i n e n t  t h a t  i s  t o  your ques t ion ,  I d o n ' t  know, 
bu t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  answer a s  hones t ly  as I can .  I was j u s t  
going f u l l  steam a l l  t h e  t ime,  day and n i g h t ,  on a l l  of t h e s e  
p r o j e c t s .  I was only about s i x  weeks i n t o  t h i s  job and I 
was engulfed i n  it. 

Q. Going back t o  t h i s  document, you say you th ink  
you saw it i n  General KOSTER's o f f i c e .  Do you remember any 
of t h e  circumstances whatsoever,  any a d d i t i o n a l  papers ,  i f  
any o t h e r  people were t h e r e ,  anything about  t h i s ?  Because 
t h i s  i s  q u i t e  a s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n .  I know what a ch ie f  
of s t a f f  does. I know t h e  problems t h a t  w e r e  generated about 
t h a t  time. I can v i s u a l i z e  those  of t h e  America1 Divis ion .  
Here we have a  major a l l e g a t i o n  by a  GVN o f f i c i a l .  This  
must have perked up somebody's e a r s .  

A. I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it, sir .  I cannot r e c a l l  
t h e  content .  

Q- Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  documents a s s o c i a t e d  with 
t h i s  a t  t h a t  time? For example, V i e t  Cong propaganda which 
a l s o  was a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  Colonel TOAN, 2d ARVN Divis ion  
commander, and with General KOSTER, and a l s o  wi th  t h e  11th 
Brigade. I w i l l  r e f e r  you he re  t o  Exh ib i t  M-33  which i s  a 
Vietnamese r a d i o  i n t e r c e p t ,  taken down i n  Vietnamese, shown 
on t h e  back two pages,  t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  of it i s  shown 
on t h e  f i r s t  two pages. This  has been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record 
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a s  Exh ib i t  M-33. There i s  no d a t e  on t h i s .  his was an 
i n t e r c e p t  a t  about t h i s  t ime,  broadcast  by t h e  Vietcong, 
i n t e r c e p t e d ,  and t aken  down, t ransposed ,  and t r a n s l a t e d  
i n t o  English and copies  made a v a i l a b l e .  Do you remember 
anything about t h i s  document of 11 Apr i l  and a s s o c i a t i n g  t h i s  
with any form of VC propaganda? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember i t ,  no, s ir .  Now I do r e c a l l  
a  genera l  concern about VC propaganda. I c a n ' t  a r t i c u l a t e  
t h a t  i n t o  anything s p e c i f i c .  A concern t h a t  t h e  VC could 
use t h i s ,  I presume r e p o r t ,  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON submit-
t e d ,  what he uncovered. I d o n ' t  know why I have t h i s  
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  b u t  I have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a concern f o r  
VC propaganda. Which i s  a l l  I can remember now. 

Q What d i d  you mean i n  your s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  that you gave it t o  t h e  commanding genera l?  

A .  The Vietnamese, one of t h e s e  papers? 

Q Y e s .  

A. I t h i n k  I must have. I t h i n k  I was i n  h i s  
room. I must have handed it t o  him. 

Q When you made your s ta tement  on t h e  14th  of January 
t o  C I D  you were asked,  "Is t h e r e  anything you would l i k e  t o  
add t o  t h i s  s ta tement?"  

You s a i d :  "Yes, it was e i t h e r  before  Colonel 
HENDERSON turned i n  h i s  r e p o r t  o r  a f t e r ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e  which. 
I saw a l e t t e r  t h a t  had been w r i t t e n  by a Vietnamese o f f i c i a l  
about t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  Here again I ' m  not  s u r e  what it s a i d ,  
and I am s u r e  t h a t  I gave it t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commanding 
genera l .  " 

A. W e l l ,  I must have, I must have given it t o  him. 

Q Well my ques t ion ,  then ,  i s ,  where d i d  you g e t  i t ?  

A, I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  The t h i n g  is  very vague 
t o  me. That may be an inadver ten t  overstatement .  I must 
have given it t o  him. It seems r a t h e r  l i k e l y  t h a t  I would 
have. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any more about i t ,  than t h a t .  
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Q- But see, t h e s e  a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  s o  incom-
prehens ib le .  I n  your prev ious  tes t imony you had i n d i c a t e d  
that--and t o  t h e  C I D  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you were knowledgeable 
of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had r e p o r t e d  t h a t  many 
c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  unnecessa r i ly .  Here w e  s e e  another  
paper i n  which t h e  Vietnamese a r e  a l l e g i n g  490 c i v i l i a n s  
were k i l l e d .  Nobody g e t s  e x c i t e d  about  it. Nobody does 
anything about it. I t  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  s e e m  l o g i c a l .  

A. I know i n  my own h e a r t ,  s i r ,  because of  my 
code of l i v i n g ,  I would have t o l d  my d i v i s i o n  commander 
about any t h i n g  t h a t  came t o  my a t t e n t i o n  of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q e  It a l l  sounds very good t o  me, Colonel  PARSON, 
b u t  t h e  f a c t  remains t h a t  you know and I know t h a t  MACV 
r e g u l a t i o n s  s a i d  t h a t  any t ime t h e r e  was any k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  it would be  r e p o r t e d  through i n c i d e n t  t e p o r t s .  
I t  a l s o  says  very c l e a r l y  i n  your own d i v i s i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  
t h a t  i f  any c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d ,  by a r t i l l e r y  f o r  example, 
t h a t  a s i d e  from U . S .  t r o o p s  who w e r e  k i l l e d  o r  wounded, 
o r  ARVN s o l d i e r s ,  o r  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ,  t h a t  an a r t i l l e r y  
i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  would be i n i t i a t e d .  I f i n d  no th ing  of  t h i s  
happening. You a r e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f .  This  
i s  what I f i n d  almost t o t a l l y  incomprehensible ,  t h a t  people  
can have such a c a l l o u s  a t t i t u d e  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Vietnamese. 
Y e t  i t ' s  t h e  very t h i n g  which t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander has  been 
t a l k i n g  about .  

A. S i r ,  may I comment on c a l l o u s  a t t i t u d e .  S i r ,  
I '  couldn ' t p o s s i b l y  have a c a l l o u s  a t t i t u d e  about  t h i s .  
When I f i r s t  came i n t o  t h e  country and saw o u r  boys dead,  
t h i s  was even worse,  more depres s ing  than  t h e  dead t h a t  
I saw i n  World War 11. When I f i r s t  began t o  h e a r  b r i e f i n g s  
wi th  t h e  use of t h e s e  a t r o c i o u s  words, "body c o u n t , "  " k i l l  
r a t i o ,  " bragging about t h e  number k i l l e d ,  the measurement 
of success  i n  a l l  of Vietnam be ing  i n  t e r m s  o f  number k i l l e d ,  
I was s ickened  by it. I always have been.  I cannot p o s s i b l y  
be c a l l o u s  about  t h i s .  I t ' s  repugnant t o  m e .  

Q W e l l  t h e  f a c t  remains t h a t  d e s p i t e  what you s t a t e ,  
t h e r e  was n o t  t o o  much a c t i o n  by t h e  A m e r i c a 1  ~ i v i s i o nhead-
q u a r t e r s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .  This  i s  
e x a c t l y  what w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  determine.  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q Now, do  you remember any a c t i o n  a t  a l l ,  i r r e -
s p e c t i v e  of whether you gave t h i s  paper t o  t h e  commanding 
genera l  o r  whether h e  had t h e  paper ,  o r  whether it w a s  
a s soc ia ted  with anything? Do you remember, t h i s  would be 
along about maybe t h e  middle of A p r i l ,  do you remember him 
t a k i n g  any a c t i o n  whatsoever on t h i s  paper? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n t ' t  r e c a l l .  T h a t ' s  n o t  saying  
t h e r e  wasn ' t  some a c t i o n ,  b u t  I done t tr e c a l l  any ac t ion .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  about t h i s  time General 
KOSTER d r a f t e d  a l e t t e r  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, commanding 
o f f i c e r  of t h e  11 th  Brigade, s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  had been passed through t h e  d i s t r i c t  
ch ief  t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion and 
wi th  General KOSTER i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he wanted Colonel HENDER-
SON t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  and t o  
submit a r e p o r t ?  

A. A l l  I r e c a l l  now, s i r ,  i s  t h a t  General KOSTER 
d i r e c t e d  Colonel HENDERSON t o  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e  manner i n  which t h i s  was done. 

Q Well, now, which one a re  we t a l k i n g  about. You 
s e e ,  I t h i n k ,  Colonel PARSON, we ' re  r e a l l y  t a l k i n g  about 
two d i f f e r e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and although they  may be addressed 
t o  t h e  same genera l  s u b j e c t ,  they a r e  q u i t e  s e p a r a t e  and d i s -
t i n c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  sepa ra te  a l l e g a t i o n s .  For example, t h e  
f i r s t  a l l e g a t i o n ,  which you a r e  q u i t e  we l l  f a m i l i a r  wi th ,  
had t o  do with t h e  complaint of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  which was 
received i n  t h e  headquar ters  on t h e  morning of 17 March. The 
opera t ion  i t s e l f  had talcen p lace  on t h e  16th .  There was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h a t  a l l e g a t i o n .  The s i t u a t i o n  f a i r l y  we l l  
d i ed  down u n t i l  about t h e  middle of Apr i l  when t h e  11 Apr i l  
l e t t e r  of Lieutenant  TAN came t o  l i g h t .  Which makes an 
e n t i r e l y  s e p a r a t e  a l l e g a t i o n .  Now, coming back t o  t h e  
second one. What d i d  General KOSTER say t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON, and what d i d  he w r i t e  t o  him concerning t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n  which he  rece ived  from Colonel TOAN? 

A. I cannot r e c a l l  any, sir. 
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Q - We a r e  l e d  t o  be l i eve  t h a t  a long i n  about t h e  
middle of A p r i l  something i n  t h e  headquarters  of t h e  America1 
~ i v i s i o n  c r e a t e d  q u i t e  a s t ir  and everybody was p r e t t y  w e l l  
s t i r r e d  up i n  t h e  headquarters .  I say everybody, maybe not  
everybody, bu t  more than  a few people were s t i r r e d  up. I n  
add i t ion ,  it has been r2por ted  t h a t  you made s e v e r a l  t r i p s  
t o  Quang Ngai City about t h i s  t ime. You rece ived  s e v e r a l  
telephone c a l l s  from people i n  the  Quang Ngai Province advisory 
s t a f f .  

A. On t h i s  s u b j e c t ?  

Q. I ' m  n o t  saying what t h e  s u b j e c t  is .  I ' m  saying
you rece ived  t h e s e  c a l l s .  Also, on a t  l e a s t  one and maybe 
more occas ions ,  M r .  MAY and/or Lieutenant  Colonel G U I N N  came 
up and confer red  with you. 

On t h i s  sub jec t?  

Q. It would appear t h a t  i f  you were going down t o  
Quang Ngai C i ty  about t h i s  t i m e ,  you a r e  going down f o r  some 
reason. We have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  people made arrangements 
f o r  you t o  v i s i t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and a l s o  t o  v i s i t  province,  
and a l s o  t h a t  you were on the  phone two o r  t h r e e  t imes a 
day f o r  c e r t a i n  pe r iods ,  and t h a t  people came up t o  see  
you from province? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s ,  s ir .  I have, of course 
v i s i t e d  Quang Ngai Province from time t o  t ime,  e s p e c i a l l y  
a f t e r  I had been t h e r e  awhile and I had an oppor tuni ty  t o  
g e t  away once i n  awhile. 

Q. But a t  t h i s  time you i n d i c a t e d  t o  us before  t h a t  
you were up t o  your e y e b a l l s  i n  a l l  t h i s  work- around t h e r e ,  
Colonel PARSON? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. So, t h i s  wouldn't  seem an opportune time t o  go 
o u t  and v i s i t  t h e  provinces j u s t  f o r  t h e  sake of going o u t  
and v i s i t i n g  provinces? 

A. I see what your-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Now, j u s t  t h i n k  it over  a moment. 
Don't g ive  me a h a s t y  answer. You may have had some busi-  
ness down t h e r e  t h a t  was l o g i c a l  business .  I d o n ' t  know. 
But, I ' l l  t e l l  you, it appears t h a t  you were going 
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down t o  t a l k  about  t h i s  business  because t h i s  was t h e  
genera l  s u b j e c t  of q u i t e  a  b i t  of cons te rna t ion  by General 
KOSTER a t  t h a t  t ime.  

A. I 'm unable  t o  account f o r  it, sir .  I t  appears 
t h a t  I ' l l  be obl iged  t o  somehow o r  o t h e r  r e c o n s t r u c t  why 
I went down t h e r e  and who I t a l k e d  t o  and what about,  
which w i l l  be very  d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I 
know t h a t  I ' v e  been down t o  Quang Ngai City.  The d i v i s i o n  
advisoq, f o r  example, was an o l d  f r i e n d .  

Q. Who are you t a l k i n g  about a t  the  p r e s e n t  moment? 
Which i n d i v i d u a l  a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  a t  t h e  moment? You 
say the  d i v i s i o n  advisor?  Which one? 

A. I ' l l  have t o  g ive  you t h e  name l a t e r .  It won't 
come t o  me r i g h t  now. 

Q. I can g ive  you t h e  name. Up t o  a  p o i n t  it 
w a s  Colonel ULSAKER. 

A. ULSAKER, yes,  sir. 

Q. By this t ime,  Colonel ULSAKER had depar ted  and 
h i s  p lace  w a s  taken  by another  co lonel  by t h e  name of 
HUTTER, H-U-T-T-E-R. H e  took h i s  p lace  about 1 Apr i l .  

A. I remember v i s i t i n g  Colonel HUTTER and asking 
Colonel HUTTER to  come t o  see  us when he f i r s t  a r r i v e d .  I 
d o n ' t  know t h a t  I asked him. Perhaps t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
d id  because he w a s  anxious t o  e s t a b l i s h  a good c l o s e  r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p  with t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I t  was h i s  i n t e n t  t o  s i t  i n  on 
a  number of our  b r i e f i n g s .  He was going t o  t r y  t o  come i n  
on a  weekly b a s i s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  t o  more c l o s e l y  i n t e -  
g r a t e  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  with the  d i v i s i o n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  He w a s  
very coopera t ive  about g e t t i n g  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  and t h e  
America1 Divis ion  working c l o s e l y  toge the r .  I d o n ' t  know, 
b u t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  we had some meetings on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  
He was very f r i e n d l y  and d i d  c a l l  me. I th ink  I have c a l l e d  
him. 


Q. Now, l e t 's  move over  t o  province headquarters  and 
t a l k  about M r .  MAY and Colonel GUINN? 
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A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I ' m  no t  saying  t h a t  it d i d n ' t  
happen, b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  v i s i t i n g  Colonel GUINN o r  M r .  
MAY. Surely a t  one time o r  another  I must have. I remem-
b e r  I had been a t  t h e  headquarters  q u i t e  awhile and M r .  MAY 
was s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  o u t e r  o f f i c e  and I d i d n ' t  even know who 
he was. I was r a t h e r  embarrassed when I discovered t h a t  
he  had been s i t t i n g  t h e r e  cool ing h i s  h e e l s  and I h a d n ' t  
go t t en  him i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander o r  he was t h e r e  and 
I h a d n ' t  given him a cup of co f fee  o r  t r e a t e d  him with t h e  
r e spec t  t h a t  I f e l t  he was due, simply because I d i d n ' t  know 
who he was. I d o n ' t  know how p e r t i n e n t  t h i s  i s .  I guess 
t h e  p o i n t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  make i s  I never d i d  have a very c l o s e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  M r .  MAY. I d i d n ' t  know him t o o  w e l l .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having any conferences wi th  him. 

Q How about Colonel G U I N N ,  t h e  deputy? M r .  MAY 
had been gone f o r  q u i t e  awhile dur ing  t h i s  per iod .  He had 
been back i n  t h e  S t a t e s  f o r  about 6 weeks on a s p e c i a l  board 
back here .  He was g e t t i n g  himself r e e s t a b l i s h e d  and coming 
and going f o r  a l i t t l e  while .  So what about Lieutenant  Colonel 
G U I N N ,  who was h i s  deputy during t h i s  per iod?  

A. I only  r e c a l l  a very few c o n t a c t s  wi th  Colonel 
GUINN.  Colonel G U I N N  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  a command and 
my f i r s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of him, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  t iming,  was 
when he was introduced o r  in t roduced himself t o ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander i n  t h e  2d ARVN advisory compound, Colonel 
HUTTER's  compound. I d o n ' t  know whether t h i s  was e i t h e r  
HUTTER o r  ULSAKER a t  t h e  t ime ,  b u t  G U I N N  was seeking an op-
por tun i ty  t o  meet t h e  genera l ,  I t h i n k ,  and h e  i n d i c a t e d  an 
i n t e r e s t  t o  come t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion someday. T h a t ' s  
my primary r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

9- L e t ' s  t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  about t h i s  d i scuss ion  now. 
You were down t h e r e  and t h i s  was one of t h e  things--do you 
remember your l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember who h e  w a s .  

Q. A c a p t a i n  by t h e  name of JOHNSON, an a r t i l l e r y  
o f f i c e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him. No, s i r .  

Q. H e  seems t o  r e c a l l  s ee ing  you t o g e t h e r  with General 
TOAN and Colonel G U I N N .  

A. I t ' s  e n t i r e l y  poss ib le .  Yes, sir .  
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a.  You w e r e  down t h e r e  with General KOSTER ev iden t ly ,  
otherwise you wouldn ' t  know about Colonel G U I N N  t a l k i n g  t o  
General KOSTER. Who e l s e  was p r e s e n t  bes ide  yourse l f?  

A. I ' m  n o t  even su re  it was General KOSTER, b u t  it 
seems r a t h e r  l i k e l y  because what I r e c a l l  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s  
Colonel G U I N N ' s  obvious d e s i r e  t o  make himself known t o  t h e  
America1 Divis ion,  s o  it could we l l  have been General KOSTER. 
I wouldn't  want to f l a t l y  s t a t e  it was General KOSTER, bu t  
it probably was General KOSTER. I ' m  not  t r y i n g  t o  be evas ive  
about this. I t  seems reasonable t h a t  it was General KOSTER. 
This w a s  so long ago, sir.  

Q. Well, t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  the  reason t h a t  I am more or  
l e s s  leading  you around and p u t t i n g  you with people and 
p laces  according t o  what people have t o l d  us ,  t o  see  i f  we 
c a n ' t  r e f r e s h  your memory and r e c o n s t r u c t  some of t h i s .  

A. I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t ,  s ir ,  I am t r y i n g  very hard.  

Q. What d i d  Colonel G U I N N  say? What w e r e  you 
d iscuss ing?  

A. I d o n ' t  recall t h e  purpose of our v i s i t .  

Q - Did you see Colonel TOAN? 

A. I probably d i d .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, sir.  The 
t h i n g  is  t h a t  you mentioned Colonel G U I N N  o r  when d i d  I f i r s t  
meet him. The t h i n g  t h a t  comes t o  my mind is t h a t  I met him 
down t h e r e  i n  Quang Ngai. I t h i n k  it was a t  t h e  compound 
the  2d ARVN Divis ion advisory echelon had t h e r e .  That ' s  
my r e c o l l e c t i o n  of meeting Colonel G U I N N .  My r e c o l l e c t i o n  . 
was t h a t  he was anxious t o  make himself knowc t o  t h e  h i e r -
archy and he would l i k e  t o  g e t  a job somewhere i n  t h e  A m e r i -
c a l  Division. Tha t ' s  a l l  I can remember a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
moment about t h i s  v i s i t .  

Q. L e t ' s  fol low through on your C I D  s ta tement  t o  
the  e f f e c t  t h a t  you may have given t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  paper 
t o  General KOSTER. Do you r e c a l l  General KOSTER ever  t e l l i n g  
you t o  follow through on t h i s  and check i n t o  it with General 
TOAN and t h e  advisory group t h e r e  and perhaps with t h e  pro- 
vince ch ie f  and members of the  province advisory s t a f f  or  
anything of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  so t h a t  you would be looking i n t o  
t h i s  t o  see  i f  t h e r e  w a s  any substance t o  i t ?  
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Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  w i t h  t he  people 
a t  2d ARVN o r  a t  province ,  e i t h e r  Vietnamese o r  U.  S. , 
concerning anyth ing  which may have happened i n  Son My o r  
something which may have been incurred  by Task Force Barker 
during about the  middle of March 1968? 

A. I cannot  r e c a l l  it. No, sir. 

Q Colonel HUTTER a r r i v e d  on 29 March and ULSAKER 
departed on 31 March. 

I have h e r e ,  Colonel PARSON, an e x h i b i t  which has 
been introduced and en te red  a s  R-1 ,  dated 24 Apr i l  1968, 
"Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  t o  t h e  Commanding General, 
Americal Divis ion,  You have seen t h i s  r e p o r t  before ,  and I 
would l i k e  you to now review it and I ' d  l i k e  t o  then address 
ques t ions  t o  you. 

(I0 hands Exhibi t  R-1 t o  the  wi tness . )  

Now, would you t e l l  me what you can about t h a t  par-
t i c u l a r  p iece  of paper? When it was received? Who reviewed 
i t ?  What p a r t  you played i n  it and so f o r t h ?  

A. S i r ,  as I be l i eve  I t e s t i f i e d  be fo re ,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON handed it 
t o  me a t  some t i m e  o r  o t h e r ,  e i t h e r  down t h e r e  o r  i n  
the  Americal Divis ion  headquar ters ,  a t  which time I 
passed it on t o  General  KOSTER. I d o n ' t  even r e c a l l  t h a t  
f o r  sure .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I was an intermediary.  I 
be l i eve  from something t h a t  you have s a i d  i n  the  p a s t ,  
t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON gave it t o  me, t h a t  t h i s  is pro-
bably t h e  case .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  
Colonel HENDERSON d i d  w r i t e  a r e p o r t  and it d id  g e t  t o  
the  CG. 

Q Well, we ' re  no t  s u r e ,  bu t  what Colonel HENDERSON 
may have prepared two r e p o r t s :  one, a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  covering 
h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  commanding genera l  concerning the  
warrant  o f f i c e r  a l l e g a t i o n ,  and then t h i s  is the  second w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t  t h a t  we know o f .  Colonel HENDERSON i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
he be l i eves  t h a t  t h i s  copy was hand-carried.  Two copies  
of t h i s  were hand-carried t o  you f o r  the  commanding genera l .  
O r  t h a t  may be the case of t h e  o t h e r  one and t h i s  one came 
i n  t o  you by t h e  c o u r i e r  from t h e  11th  Brigade who flew from 
LZ Bronco t o  Chu Lai  on a d a i l y  b a s i s .  A s  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  
is it n o t  l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  you would see  t h i s  p iece  of  
paper? General KOSTER f e e l s  t h a t  you were w e l l  c u t  i n  on 
the  e n t i r e  a c t i o n ,  according t o  General KOSTER's  s ta tement .  
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A. General KOSTER is an honorable gentleman and it 
must be so .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  b u t  one r e p o r t .  What I r e c a l l  
from t h e  r e p o r t  i s  a r e f u t a t i o n  o r  explanat ion  of t h e  
events.  A s  I read  t h i s ,  as  you showed it t o  me \?hen I 
w a s  here  before ,  and I read t h i s ,  it seems t o  expla in  why 
it d i d n ' t  s e e m  t o  be a s  bad a s  we f i r s t  thought it might 
have been. But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  two r e p o r t s .  I c a n ' t  remem-
ber  it. 

Q We are no t  s u r e  of it e i t h e r .  I am t e l l i n g  you
only  what we can surmise from testimony we have received 
from o t h e r s .  W e  have n o t  found t h e  o t h e r  r e p o r t .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r  r e p o r t .  

Q To p u t  you i n  t h e  proper t i m e  frame now, we a r e  
t a l k i n g  about 24 Apr i l .  Tha t ' s  when t h i s  r e p o r t  was prepared. 
Exactly when it w a s  received a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  I do n o t  know. 
Whether it w a s  t h e  next  day, 2, 3 ,  4 days l a t e r ,  I am n o t  su re .  
The record does s t a t e ,  however, t h a t  on 28 A p r i l  General KOSTER 
departed on R&R t o  Hawaii and he re tu rned  on 7 May. Now, 
you undoubtedly can pu t  t h i s  time per iod  i n  your mind. This 
per iod when General YOUNG was t h e  a c t i n g  d i v i s i o n  commander 
f o r  about 10 days. 

A. Do you mind g iv ing  those d a t e s  again? 

Q. He depar ted  on 28 Apr i l  and he re tu rned  on 7 May 
f o r  a t o t a l  of approximately 10 days. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now, does' t h a t  f i x  it i n  your mind, whatever you 
may have had t o  do with t h i s  paper with r e s p e c t  t o  General 
KOSTER? It may have a c t u a l l y  taken p lace?  

A. It s e e m s  t o  me t h a t  t h i s  went t o  General KOSTER. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  going t o  General YOUNG. I could be i n  
e r r o r  about t h a t ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  going t o  General 
YOUNG. I could be i n  e r r o r  about t h a t ,  b u t  it seems t o  me 
t h a t  General KOSTER had it. 
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Q. What wakes it seem & a t  way? 

A. P o s s i b l y  because it h a d n ' t  occurred t o  me t h a t  
General KOSTER l e f t  so  promptly. This t h i n g  was addressed 
t o  him. I f  it wasn ' t  given t o  General KOSTER it was given 
t o  General YOUNG who was t h e  a c t i n g  d i v i s i o n  commander. I f  
I am i n  e r r o r  about  who it was given t o ,  t h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  
It h a d n ' t  occurred t o  me t h a t  General KOSTER had l e f t  a t  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  I knew he had gone on R&R. I s e e  what 
you a r e  saying.  The time i s  r a t h e r  t i g h t  t h e r e .  I f  t h i s  
t h i n g  had not  been d e l i v e r e d  r i g h t  away it would have gone 
t o  General YOUNG r a t h e r  than General KOSTER. Yes, s ir .  I 
understand what you a r e  saying.  

Q. I ' m  3ust  p u t t i n g  t h i s  up t o  r e f r e s h  your 
memory. I t h i n k  I know who handled it and s o  on,  bu t  I am 
t r y i n g  t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  b r ings  back t o  your mind t h i s  paper 
and t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  was taken  on it and when it was taken,  
and what you had t o  do wi th  it. 

A.  Yes, sir. I understand. I am t r y i n g  very hard 
t o  cooperate ,  but  I cannot r e c a l l .  I ~ITI t r y i n g  very hard 
t o  r e c a l l .  I ' v e  t r i e d  very hard  ever  s i n c e  I f i r s t  appeared 
be fo re  t h i s  group. I promised you when I l e f t  I would do 
everyth ing  i n  my power t o  r e c a l l  anything I could about t h i s ,  
b u t  I have had very l i t t l e  t o  go on. 

Q - You've been working on t h e  f r i n g e s .  There 's  
no ques t ion  about t h a t  because you have knowledge about t h e s e  
t h i n g s ,  b u t  about t h a t  time your memory s o r t  of co l l apses .  
A s  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  of  a d i v i s i o n  and your r e l a t i o n s h i p  
wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, a t  l e a s t  t h e  commands t h a t  
I have he ld ,  I would c e r t a i n l y  assume t h a t  my ch ie f  of s t a f f  
was w e l l  aware of i t ,  t h a t  he knew what had been rece ived  
and what it s a i d  and what a c t i o n  had been taken.  

A. The only  answer o r  comment I can make on t h a t ,  
s i r ,  and I d o n ' t  mean t o  say t h i s  i n  a derogatory sense  
a t  a l l ,  because I have a g r e a t  dea l  of r e spec t  f o r  General 
KOSTER, i s  t h a t  he i s  o r  was t h e r e ,  when I f i r s t  met him, 
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because I had never known him b e f o r e ,  a l i t t l e  hard t o  g e t  
acquainted wi th .  There was an a loofness .  There was a gap. 
There was a time t o  g e t  acquainted which took q u i t e  a whi le .  
Our r e l a t i o n s h i p  was n o t  3 r e a l  c l o s e  one. I d o n ' t  say 
t h i s ,  s i r ,  i n  any derogatory sense a t  a l l .  I t h i n k  by t h e  
time he l e f t - I  f e l t  t h a t  I had a rappor t  with him and n o t  
t h a t  I had any d i f f i c u l t i e s  with him. I d i d  not .  There 
were t imes when I d i d n ' t  handle v i s i t o r s  t o  h i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  which i s  a normal human t h i n g ,  b u t  
our  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was no t  f o r  sometime a r e a l  c l o s e  one. I ' m  
not  t r y i n g  t o  use t h i s  a s  an excuse. 

Q- We a r e  a l r eady  t a l k i n g  about a pe r iod  of about 
6 months a f t e r  General KOSTER a r r i v e d .  Right? We're no t  
t a l k i n g  about t h e  end of Apr i l  you know? 

A. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  pe r iod  of t ime t h a t  I .  
was t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f .  It  took a long t i m e  t o  develop 
a r e a l  r appor t  with him. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  were a number 
of th ings  t h a t  went on t h a t  he d i d  n o t  t a k e  me i n t o  h i s  
confidence on. 

Q. Did you have t h e  same r e l a t i o n s h i p  with t h e  
commanding genera l  t h a t  you f e e l  t h a t  your predecessor  Colonel 
MUSSER had? 

A. I d o n s t  know how t o  answer t h a t  ques t ion ,  s ir .  
For example, General KOSTER p r e t t y  much d i d  h i s  own work 
of s e l e c t i n g  br igade  commanders. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I 
knew very much about t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q: That 's command. I can understand t h a t .  Every 
d i v i s i o n  commander does t h a t .  Here we a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
admin i s t r a t ion  and paper work and s o  f o r t h .  This  does flow 
through t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  H e  handles t h e  
processing of  it. He handles t h e  assignment of s t a f f  a c t i o n s .  

A. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  imply t h a t  General KOSTER 
withheld th ings  from me. I am only  t r y i n g  t o  say t h a t  t h e r e  
wasn ' t  t h e  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with General KOSTER f o r  a 
long time t h a t  one might expect t h a t  might be  normal because 
of h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  and perhaps mine. 
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Q o  I ' l l  ask you t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  
and read  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  o r  s i x  l i n e s  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exhib i t  
- 1 )  Do you cons ide r  t h i s  r e p o r t  a s  responsive t o  t h i s  
a l l e g a t i o n ?  

A. The r e p o r t  appears t o  r e f u t e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  

Q 0. To a degree ,  y e s ,  b u t  now, i f  you a r e  t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f  and you a r e  looking a t  a  p iece  of paper l i k e  t h i s  
would you no t  .ask where i s  t h e  l e t t e r ?  This i s  i n  r e fe rence  
t o  a l e t t e r  from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  Quang 
Ngai Province c h i e f .  I s e e  no l e t t e r .  I t  a l s o  says .he 
rece ived  a l e t t e r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f .  I s e e  nothing 
there, .  In  t h i s  r e q u e s t  it i s  t o t a l l y  inadequate  t o  have a 
statement--who prepared t h i s  s ta tement? Do you know? 

A. No, sir. I do n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q Had you seen t h i s  s ta tement  before?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s i r .  I be l i eve  t h i s  was t h e  same 
t h i n g  t h a t  you showed me when I appeared he re  before .  P r i o r  
t o  t h a t  two y e a r s  ago, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether I saw it o r  
not .  I f e e l  t h a t  I turned t h i s  problem over  t o  t h e  commanding 
genera l .  It  was addressed t o  him. I t  was h i s  bus iness .  

Q. Well, t h e  commanding genera l  c a n ' t  do a l l  t h e  
s t a f f  work f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  headquar ters .  You, a s  t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f ,  and having a paper l i k e  t h i s  coming through you 
undoubtedly s i t  down and--General KOSTER f e l t  t h a t  he kep t  
you informed on t h e s e  mat ters .  What recommendation d i d  
you give General KOSTER o r  what d iscuss ion  concerning t h i s  
r e p o r t  ensued? 

A. I ' m  a f r a i d  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  Can you h e l p  
m e ?  Is t h e r e  anything t h a t  General KOSTER may have s a i d  
i n  t h e  way of a  d i scuss ion  t h a t  we had on t h i s ?  

Q Not s p e c i f i c a l l y .  He f e e l s  very d e f i n i t e l y
t h a t  he kep t  you informed. He d i d  n o t  f i n d  t h i s  r e p o r t  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  according t o  h i s  testimony and d i r e c t e d  t h a t  
a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be conducted. 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  Not now I d o n ' t ,  sir.  

9. H e  seems t o  remember t h a t  he  took a c t i o n  on 
t h i s  paper a f t e r  he re turned  from R&R. Now, does t h a t  
he lp  you i n  b r ing ing  th ings  back? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  General KOSTER havins  been on 
leave and coming back? What d i d  he do when h e  go t  back 
from R&R? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r ,  what he d id .  

0- Do you r e c a l l  him poss ib ly  c a l l i n g  you i n .  I 
say poss ib ly ,  d i scuss ing  t h i s  paper ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he 
wanted it looked i n t o  and looked i n t o  proper ly?  This i s  
a very s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n .  We're t a l k i n g  about  450  c i v i -
l i a n s  being k i l l e d  i r r e s p e c t i v e  i f  somebody comes o u t  and 
says t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  placed l i t t l e  importance on it. 
This i s  an a l l e g a t i o n  made by a Vietnamese o f f i c i a l .  

A. No, s ir ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any such conversa t ion .  

10: M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel PARSON, I 'm going t o  be very frank 
with you as  t o  my eva lua t ion  of what i s  t r a n s p i r i n g  he re .  
You a r e  a very p r e c i s e  man, a very consc ien t ious  man. 
You have a much b e t t e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  than you have y e t  
given us t h e  b e n e f i t  of because you a r e  concerned about 
involving General KOSTER. You a r e  s o  i n t e n t  on expla in-
i n g  why you d idn '  t chal lenge General KOSTER i n  any r e s p e c t ,  
f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of h i n d s i g h t  today,  t h a t  you a r e  j u s t  
washing some of t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h i s  away. You have been 
very accura te  i n  th ings  you have t o l d  us.  You had i n  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  it was t h e  province c h i e f  of Quang 
Ngai Province. You had i n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  it was 
Colonel TOAN of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  You had i n  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  it was an i n c i d e n t  o r  complaint  o r  an 
a l l e g a t i o n  regarding  unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s .  
A l l  of t h e s e  th ings  a r e  t h e r e ,  and then  immediately you 
g e t  up bes ide  them and you f a l l  back from t h e m .  
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You say you had s o  ve ry  l i t t l e  t o  go on. Now, t h e r e  is  
a g r e a t  d e a l  today t h a t  we have f o r  you t o  go on. But 
how th ings  f i t t e d  t o g e t h e r ,  we d o n ' t  have a l l  of t h e  de- 
t a i l s .  That i s  where we need your he lp .  We can p u t  t h i s  
toge the r  i n  a  p a t t e r n  of what has  happened h e r e ,  and it 
r e l a t e s  t o  th ings  t h a t  you had a  personal  knowledge and 
awareness of a t  t h a t  t ime,  and only you can provide what 
was t r a n s p i r i n g .  We a r e  aware of r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s .  We have t a l k e d  t o  any number of people i n  your 
headquarters .  We've t a l k e d  t o  t h e  N C O ' s .  We've t a l k e d  
t o  those who headed t h e  var ious  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
var ious  personnel  who were t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime,  s o  we have 
a  p r e t t y  good assessment today of what was going on and 
some of t h e  problems wi th in  t h e  command. We a l s o  know t h a t  
t h e r e  were documents t h e r e  and t h e r e  were documents c i rcu-  
l a t e d  which cannot b e  found today. Something has happened 
t o  those papers.  Wow, s t a r t i n g  wi th  t h e  complaint you re-
c a l l  coming from the province ch ie f  of Quang Ngai Province,  
and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you a s s o c i a t e d  with General TOAN--You 
can p u t  t o  one s i d e  t h i s  l e t t e r  of 28 March. A s  f a r  a s  
we can determine,  t h a t  never came i n t o  your hands. This  
seems t o  have remained with t h e  Vietnamese. The l a t e r  l e t t e r ,  
which i s  M-34, you have before  you. Now t h i s  document, 
i f  you w i l l  n o t e ,  h a s  r i g h t  on it t h a t  a copy went t o  t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion headquar te r s ,  a  copy t o  FWCV, Quang Ngai 
s e c t o r ,  and major U.S. adv i so r ,  Son Tinh subsec to r ,  courtesy 
copy. Now, j u s t  t o  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  you s a i d  
you didn '  t have anything t o  go on before .  Let  me r e f r e s h  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n  : The 2d ARVN Divis ion headquar ters ,  Colonel 
TOAN; MACV, Quang Ngai s e c t o r ,  t h a t  i s  Colonel G U I N N  and 
M r .  MAY, major U.S. advisor ;  Son Tinh subsec to r ,  t h a t  i s  
Colonel GAVIN and Captain RODRIGUEZ. Now, t h i s  f i l l s  you 
i n  as  t o  who were t h e  people r ece iv ing  informat ion  about 
t h e s e  th ings  down a t  t h a t  l e v e l .  Furthermore, we can t e l l  
you t h a t  when t h i s  l e t t e r  of 11 Apr i l  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  2d 
ARVN Divis ion ,  t h e  G2 of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion submit ted 
t h e  l e t t e r  t o  Colonel TOAN and submitted it with t h e  VC 
propaganda t h a t  i s  t h e r e  with R-1 ,  t h e  same broadcas t  t h a t  
was taken down. These a r e  de l ive red  t o  Colonel TOAN. We 
then  know t h a t  Colonel TOAN passed t h e s e  t h i n g s  on t o  General 
KOSTER, t h a t  t h e s e  were i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion .  You d i d  
have an oppor tuni ty  t o  s e e  and t o  read t h e s e  and what would 
any man do who saw such t h i n g s  and read them? J u s t  n a t u r a l  
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c u r i o s i t y  would lead  you t o  t ake  a look a t  them, and what 
goes on from t h e r e ?  Within t h e  headquarters  what happens? 
We have here  a f u r t h e r  d e t a i l .  You have t h e  s ta tment  of 
1 4  Apr i l .  Notice t h e  d a t e ,  3 days a f t e r  t h e  l e t t e r  of 11 
~ p r i l .  The s t a t e m e n t ' s  prepared on it. 

A. I'm missing your p o i n t  he re ,  sir.  

Q This i s  a s ta tement  of 1 4  Apr i l .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Directed t o  t h i s  l e t t e r  of 11 A p r i l .  That ' s  
what i t ' s  t a l k i n g  about r i g h t  i n  t h a t  f i r s t  paragraph. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- This  l e t t e r  of 11 Apr i l  has been given t o  General 
KOSTER poss ib ly  through your hands. A s ta tement  is  prepared 
about it dated  1 4  A p r i l ,  3 days l a t e r .  Eventual ly  t h a t  
s ta tement  i s  u l t ima te ly  s e n t  t o  t h e  commanding genera l .  
What we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  is  what you do r e c a l l  about t h e  
p repara t ion  of t h a t  s ta tement? How it came about? Who asked 
f o r  it t o  be prepared? What were your conversa t ions  when 
you were down i n  Quang Ngai a t  t h i s  t ime? Now, t h i s  s ta tement  
comes from province.  This comes from the  province advisory 
team. They had obtained the  s ta tement .  W e  know from whom 
they obtained it. W e  know t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  many d iscuss ions  
a t  t h i s  time. What we want i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of these  
events  as  they  t r a n s p i r e d ,  what you can recall. You s a i d  
you d i d n ' t  have much t o  go on. I ' v e  sketched i n  f o r  you, 
t o  show you t h e  sequence of events  of a l e t t e r  going from 
Captain o r  then Lieutenant  TAN t o  Colonel KHIEN with a copy 
t o  t h e  commanding genera l  of the  2d ARVN Divis ion.  A t  t he  
same time a copy goes t o  MACV, Quang Ngai s e c t o r .  A s ta tement  
of 1 4  A p r i l  is  prepared f o r  MACV Quang Ngai s e c t o r .  A l l  
of these  even tua l ly  end up i n  the  America1 Divis ion.  NOW, 
you as t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  what do you know about i t ?  

A. I t h i n k  I understand your p o i n t ,  sir. I have 
been a s  p r e c i s e  a s  I know how. I t h i n k  I s a i d  with r e s p e c t  
t o  the  f i r s t  p o i n t  you made t h a t  I remember something from 
a Vietnamese o f f i c i a l .  I d o n ' t  know who. I 'd have t o  look 
a t  my exac t  testimony. 
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That remains my r e c o l l e c t i o n  now, something 
from a Vietnamese o f f i c i a l .  Maybe t h e  province c h i e f ,  
maybe t h e  d i v i s i o n '  commander. 

Q Let  m e  read what you s a i d :  

"Sometime l a t e r  t h e r e  was a document which I 
b e l i e v e  was on t h e  same s u b j e c t  w r i t t e n  by 
e i t h e r  t h e  province chief  of Quang Ngai Pro-
vince  o r  t h e  2d ARVN Division commander. I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h e  moment which one it was, 
b u t  it w a s  an o f f i c i a l  out  of Quang Ngai , a 
South Vietnamese o f f i c i a l ,  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
and apparen t ly  t h i s  same inc iden t .  I don' t 
reca l l '  t h e  content  of t h e  document. I 
r e c a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  l e t t e r  had t o  do 
wi th  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  
of c i v i l i a n s ,  poss ib ly  by a r t i l l e r y ,  of what 
source I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
con ten t  of t h e  paper.  There was an English 
t r a n s l a t i o n  i n  it which was i n  t h e  headquarters .  
I r e c a l l  t h a t  paper. " 

A. Y e s ,  sir, and t h a t ' s  t r u e .  

Q- But you've only t o l d  us a very small  p o r t i o n
of t h e  s t o r y .  Colonel PARSON, men d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  a 
p iece  of paper is  i n  t h e  headquarters  i n  a b s t r a c t .  You 
d o n ' t  have t h a t  k ind  of an a b s t r a c t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  What 
we ' re  t a l k i n g  about i s  a paper ,  and we put  it i n t o  a chain 
of events  f o r  you he re .  To say t h a t  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  
you can r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  time is  t h a t  t h e r e  was a p iece  of 
paper somewhere i n  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e .  
You haven ' t  expla ined  t o  us whether he handed 
it t o  you o r  you t o  him o r  whether you saw it i n  h i s  o u t  
baske t  o r  wa i t ing  i n  h i s  i n  baske t .  We understand how 
t h e  i n  baske t  worked. How it was brought ou t  from h i s  
of £ i c e  and put  i n t o  t h e  s a f e  every n i g h t .  We've t a l k e d  
t o  S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS who was h i s  s e c r e t a r y  a t  t h e  t ime. 
We've t a l k e d  t o  your s e c r e t a r y .  We know t h e  te lephone 
c a l l s  you were making and what you were doing and t h e  
t r i p s  you w e r e  making. I t ' s  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  o t h e r  
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people recall with so.-much prec iseness  and you j u s t  t e l l  
us t h a t  a p i e c e  of paper was t h e r e .  Now, you've go t  
t o  go beyond t h a t  i f  you ' re  going t o  be c r e d i b l e .  

A. You concern m e  g r e a t l y  with what you say ,
sir,  because I d o n ' t  know how t o  go beyond t h a t .  I 
see  what you mean. I can see  how you come t o  t h e  con-
c lus ion  t h a t  you do. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  te lephone conver-
s a t i o n s  with Quang Ngai o r  v i s i t s  with Quang Ngai 
on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  The only p l a u s i b l e  explanat ion  t h a t  
I can o f f e r ,  I d o n ' t  say p l a u s i b l e ,  I say p o s s i b l e ,  was 
t h i s  new rappor t  being developed with Colonel HUTTER. 
I'm n o t  saying t h a t ' s  why I was c a l l i n g  Quang Ngai. What 
I do remember i s  being d i r e c t l y  involved i n  some kind of 
followup a c t i o n  on t h i s  th ing .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  mak-
ing  v i s i t s  o r  t a l k i n g  t o  people o r  being charged 
with doing something about t h i s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
it. 

Q W e  a r e  no t  sugges t ing  t h a t  you n e c e s s a r i l y  
were, b u t  you haven ' t  t o l d  us  anything about your posi-
t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  document o t h e r  than  you saw it. 

' Tha t ' s  a l l  you've t o l d  us. You leave  us hanging a t  
t h a t  poin t .  W e  hear  t h a t  you d i d  make t r i p s  t o  Quang 
Ngai. We hear  t h a t  you were making te lephone c a l l s .  
We have no reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  they were no t  
a s soc ia ted  with something t h a t  was obviously of con-

. cern i n  t h e  headquarters .  We have no explanat ion  
a s  t o  what they were a l l  about. 

A. I understand how you could a r r i v e  a t  t h a t  
conclusion,  sir,  but  I d o n ' t  know how i n  God's name 
I can c l a r i f y  t h i s .  I ' m  a t  t h e  l i m i t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

9. Whatever became of this r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i -
ga t ion?  You a r e  t h e  one respons ib le  a s  t h e  ch ie f  of 
s t a f f  f o r  t h e  papers i n  t h e  headquar ters?  

A. I can only--you mean t h i s  one he re ,  s i r ?  

Q- Y e s ,  t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h e  CG saw it. You mean a f t e r  
t h a t ?  
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Q A f t e r  t h a t .  Why cannot a t r a c e  of t h a t  docu-
ment be found i n  America1 headquarters?  

A. I would have thought  t h a t ' s  where t h i s  came 
from, t h e  America1 headquar ters .  

t 

Q No. That  came from t h e  11th  Brigade. Tha t ' s  
t h e  f i l e  copy of t h e  l l t h  Brigade, bu t  your f i l e s  have 
j u s t  gone with t h e  wind. Things you were r e spons ib le  
f o r .  This  i s  why you have a burden t o  exp la in .  

A. I wish I could. I r e a l l y  wish I could.  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  You're p a i n t i n g  an atmosphere, a p o s s i b l e  
atmosphere of conspiracy h e r e ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  of a l l  ev i -
dence o r  something which i n  my h e a r t  d o e s n ' t  come o u t .  

Q A l l  I ' m  doing i s  s t a t i n g  t h e  f a c t s .  The 
documents have disappeared.  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q The l e t t e r  of 11 Apr i l  i n  d i v i s i o n  head-
q u a r t e r s  i s  gone. The VC propaganda i n  d i v i s i o n  
headquar ters  i s  gone. The l e t t e r  t o  t h e  commanding 
genera l  of 2 4  A p r i l  i s  gone. The inc losures  t o  t h a t  
l e t t e r  a r e  gone. An e a r l i e r  r e p o r t  upon t h e  a l l e -
ga t ions  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  pilot--we a r e  t o l d  t h e r e  
w a s  a repor t - - i s  gone. Now, it i s  t h i s  k ind  of a 
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  you a r e  confronted wi th .  I t  behooves 
you t o  p iece  t o g e t h e r  what we have l a i d  o u t  before  you 
i n  t h e  sequence of  what was t r a n s p i r i n g  and t o  put  
t h e  l i t t l e  p ieces  t o g e t h e r  t h a t  you may have seen  
and when you s a w  them. Otherwise we have a s i t u a t i o n  
t h a t ,  when presented  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  would c e r t a i n l y  
be regarded a s  an act of suppression.  

A. I d o n ' t  know how t o  answer because I d o n ' t  
know what happened t o  t h e s e  documents. I f  t h e r e  was 
an a c t  of suppress ion  I cannot r e c a l l  it nor  do I 
b e l i e v e  I was . a  p a r t y  t o  it. 

Q Where w a s  t h e  l a s t  p l ace  t h a t  you saw t h e  
r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. I ' m  unable t o  remember t h a t  p r e c i s e l y ,  sir.  

9. Did you ever  see  it a f t e r  you saw it i n  t h e  
commanding g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e ?  

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I d i d .  

Q - Are you s u r e  you d i d n ' t  show it t o  someone? 

A. No, sir, I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  

Q. Can you ever  r e c a l l  showing it t o  someone? 

A. No, sir ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

I0: Well s e e ,  h e r e ' s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  You have a l -  
luded t o  having a  pass ing  remembrance of having seen t h i s  
kind of a paper.  There a r e  o t h e r  people who have s a i d  they 
th ink  they have seen it, too.  But these  people a r e  paper 
s h u f f l e r s .  They're admin i s t r a t ive  kind of people.  They're 
no t  c h i e f s  of s t a f f ,  people who a r e  i n  r e spons ib le  posi-  
t i o n s .  There is  a  v a s t  d i f f e r e n c e  between them and yourse l f .  
Anything t h a t  happened i n  t h i s  d i v i s i o n ,  c e r t a i n l y  a  major 
a l l e g a t i o n  such a s  t h i s ,  o r  any a l l e g a t i o n  where c i v i l i a n s  
were k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly ,  is c e r t a i n l y  a major event  i n  
t h e  l i f e  of a  d i v i s i o n .  I f rank ly  cannot s t a t e  any more 
*an M r .  MACCRATE has s t a t e d .  This i s  what we have been- 
doing t h i s  morning i n  walking you through step-by-step.  
One t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  no t  shown t o  you, which I do not  know, 
bu t  I would assume, General TOAN may have shown t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
p iece  of paper t o  General KOSTER. I n  a l l  e v e n t s ,  I know 
from General TOAN's  testimony t o  us t h a t  he d i d  inform him 
about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p iece  of  paper.  We have en te red  t h a t  
i n t o  t h e  record  as Exhibi t  M-32. I t  is  da ted  15 Apr i l  by 
Colonel TOAN, s igned by h i s  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Pam Cao DONG. So, you see ,  t h i s  l e t t e r  of  11 A p r i l  t h a t  we 
a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  we a r e  q u i t e  s u r e  reached t h e  headquarters  
of t h e  America1 Divis ion as  w e l l  a s  t h e  VC propaganda. I f  
it d i d  reach t h e r e ,  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  is  t h a t  you saw it. 
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A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I 
saw it. I d o n ' t  know how concerned-General KOSTER or 
General YOUNG were wi th  t h e  s e n s i t i v i t y  of t h i s ,  t h e  
danger of VC propaganda, e x p l o i t i n g  it and so  f o r t h .  I 
d o n ' t  know how they  handled it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how 
they handled t h e s e  mat ters .  So he lp  me God, i f  I 
knew I ' d  t e l l  you. I ' m  n o t ,  you made the  suggest ion 
t h a t  I may be t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  General KOSTER. The 
t r u t h  i s  much more important  here  than the  p r o t e c t i o n  
of any of us. 

MR MACCRATE: My r e f e r e n c e  was t o  t h e  f a c t  it was sup-
press ing  what might otherwise come ou t .  Not a conscious 
a c t  of p r o t e c t i n g ,  Colonel PARSON. I was t r y i n g  t o  he lp  
you t o  see  what might be conceal ing some of these  th ings  
from your own r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

I0: We'l l  j u s t  keep those documents t h e r e .  I 
would l i k e  t o  go back t o  the  per iod  of mid-March. What 
d i d  you hear  about  what had t r a n s p i r e d  i n  My Lai o r  Son 
My o r  the  Task Force Barker a r e a  during t h e i r  ope ra t ion  
of 16 t o  about 19 March? 

A. I can r e c a l l  having brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n  
by someone, and I be l i eve  you provided me the  information 
t h a t  it w a s  probably Colonel HOLLADAY, t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
some unnecessary k i l l i n g ,  t h a t  t h e r e  had been k i l l i n g  of 
innocent  c i v i l i a n s  i n  an opera t ion  t h a t  day. The C I D  
agent  who interviewed me brought it t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  
Chaplain LEWIS had brought t h i s  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  as w e l l ,  
o r  some information t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h a t ,  bu t  Chaplain LEWIS is  an honorable C h r i s t i a n  and 
I ' m  s u r e  he d id .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  time any 
d e t a i l s  a s s o c i a t e d  with what t h e  na tu re  of th's event  
was, but  I ' m  s u r e  I passed it on t o  the  commanding 
genera l  t h a t  something had gone wrong. I have a vague 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  and I d o n ' t  know why I do, b u t  I have a 
vague r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  an ADC, one of t h e  A D C ' s ,  was 
dispatched t o  go look i n t o  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
d e t a i l s  of what I w a s  t o l d .  

Q. Were you p r e s e n t  when t h e  commanding genera l  
was informed? 

(PARSON) 68 APP T-17 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. You mean by t h e  same source t h a t  came t o  me? 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how t h e  commanding genera l  was informed, 
sir. I 

Q. I can t e l l  you how t h e  genera l  was informed 
t o  r e f r e s h  you memory. The i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  was made by 
colonel  HOLLADAY and Major WATKE t o  General YOUNG on 
t h e  morning of t h e  17th which i s  a Sunday morning, a t  
about 0800. A t  t h a t  time General KOSTER was probably 
not  t h e r e  i n  t h e  headquarters  because you had a  Lieutenant  
General DOLEMAN who had been s t a y i n g  with you over  n i g h t .  
Shor t ly  a f t e r  8  o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning General KOSTER and 
General DOLEMAN were i n  Duc Pho a t  0820. So i t  i s  the re -
fo re  l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  he was no t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s  a t  Chu Lai  a t  8 o 'c lock  when t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
reported.  Now, do you remember Major WATKE and Colonel 
HOLLADAY coming i n  t o  ask you t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  ADC o r  t h e  
commanding genera l?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  s i r ,  b u t  I 
know t h a t  t h e  information came t o  my a t t e n t i o n  and i t  
must have been i n  t h e  way you descr ibed  it, It came 
t o  my a t t e n t i o n  somehow. Maybe General YOUNG t o l d  
me about it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  manner i n  which I 
learned  of it. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a d i scuss ion  wi th  Colonel 
HOLLADAY? 

A, No, sir, not  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q- Let  me read you p a r t  of h i s  tes t imony.  
This i s  on 2 2  December when he s a i d :  

"Colonel PARSON had jumped me, i f  I can use 
t h a t  term, s e v e r a l  t imes f o r  n o t  keeping him 
informed. I t  i s  a r o u t i n e  t h i n g  t o  do and 
he  reminded me of it s e v e r a l  t imes .  And it 
was t h a t  as  much as  anything t h a t  prompted 
me t o  go i n  and t e l l  him t h i s  s t o r y .  A s  a 
ma t t e r  of f a c t  I remember very c l e a r l y  h i s  
asking me why I went t o  General YOUNG f i r s t .  
And I pointed ou t  t o  him t h a t  he was my r a t -
i n g  o f f i c e r  and my immediate s u p e r i o r  which 
he w a s  a t  t h a t  time. 
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I can remember Colonel PARSON becoming q u i t e  
pe r tu rbed  about it, t h e  term murder--how a r e  
we going t o  win these  people over .  H e  w a s  
v i s i b l y  and f o r c i b l y  shaken up about t h i s  
s t o r y  as I r e l a t e d  it t o  him. I r e l a t e d  t h e  

. s t o r y  this time, no t  Fred WATKE. I d i d n ' t  
f e e l  %t necessary t o  b r ing  him up." 

This w a s  sometime l a t e  i n  t h e  af ternoon o r  evening of t h e  
17th.  Now, do you r e c a l l  t h a t  d iscuss ion?  

A. No, h o n e s t l y  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it, s i r ,  b u t  I ' m  
su re  i t ' s  t r u e .  Colonel HOLLADAY is an honest gentleman. 

Q Well, what Colonel HOLLADAY i s  r e p o r t i n g  here  
i s  what informat ion  he had rece ived  from Major WATKE v i a  
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. They're t a l k i n g  about 
b a s i c a l l y  two major problems. One, the  k i l l i n g  of l a r g e  
numbers of c i v i l i a n s .  A s  Colonel HOLLADAY would remember, 
he was t a l k i n g  i n  terms of about 1 2 0  and he was a l s o  
t a l k i n g  about a conf ron ta t ion  between p a r t  of h i s  h e l i -
cop te r  o r  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  with the  people on the  ground 
t o  t h e  p o i n t  where a t  one time a h e l i c o p t e r  on the  ground 
had i t s  machineguns t r a i n e d  on t h e  ground fo rces .  Now, 
c e r t a i n l y  t h a t  ought t o  s t and  o u t  i n  your mind. 

A. It s t a n d s  o u t  i n  my mind, s i r .  Something 
awful had happened, Something very l i k e l y  d id .  Tha t ' s  
a l l  I can remember, 

Q . Well, y o u ' r e  a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r .  An a l l e -
g a t i o n  such as  t h i s  i s  j u s t  n o t  something t h a t  can be 
brushed o f f  l i g h t l y .  

A. An a l l e g a t i o n ?  You mean these  f a c t s ?  

Q. Well, y e s ,  a complaint o r  a l l e g a t i o n ,  c a l l  it 
anything one might. We're t a l k i n g  about c i v i l i a n s  
being k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  and l a r g e  numbers of them. 

A. Well, from Colonel HOLLADAY's evidence,  testi-
mony, I obviously d i d  n o t  t ake  it l i g h t l y .  

Q Well, you d i d n ' t ,  b u t  my ques t ion  is what d i d  
you do about i t ?  
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A. I t h i n k  t h e  commanding genera l  must have done 
,something about it. He took over.  

Q- Did you t a l k  t o  t h e  commanding genera l  t o  f i n d  
ou t  what he knew, what was being done? 

A. I must have because I knew t h a t  f i r s t  of  a l l  
an ADC, I r e c a l l ,  was going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it and l a t e r  
on Colonel HENDERSON was going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  t o  fol low up on it. 

Q. W e l l ,  now maybe you ought t o  t e l l  us j u s t  what 
you can r e c o l l e c t  about a l l  t h i s ?  T e l l  us everyth ing  you 
can r e c a l l  from t h e  time Colonel HOLLADAY t o l d  you a l l  
about t h i s .  You s e e  i n  h i s  mind, he has a l ready t a l k e d  
t o  an ADC, b u t  you a r e  a l s o  i n  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  chain .  You 
a r e  t h e  coordina tor  of t h e  s t a f f  a c t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  i n  your 
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  commanding genera l  it behooves you t o  f i n d  
ou t  everyth ing  about t h i s  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  it i s  being hand- 
l e d  proper ly  w i t h i n  your s t a f f .  I f  you rece ived  an a l l e -  
ga t ion  such a s  t h i s ,  t h e  l o g i c a l  t h i n g  i s  t h e  f i r s t  i nd i -  
v idua l  t o  l e t  know about it a r e  t h e  J A G  o r  s t a f f  judge 
advocate and t h e  I G .  This i s  a very very s e r i o u s  complaint. 
I t  is  a major war crime. Do you s e e  what I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Now what d i d  you do? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  because i n  my mind 
t h e  genera l s  were doing what needed t o  be done. The genera ls  
took t h i s  p r o j e c t  over.  

Q- But you ' re  t h e  ch ie f  of . s t a f f .  You have t o  
know everyth ing  t h a t  i s  going on in' t h i s  d i v i s i o n .  You' r e  
running t h e  genera l  s t a f f  and t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f .  

A. I 'm n o t  running those  two g e n e r a l s ,  sir. 

Q. No, b u t  you've got  a major a t r o c i t y  on your 
hands and you ' re  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
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A. I f  I b e l i e v e  i n  my h e a r t  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  doing 
something about  it, wouldn ' t  t h a t  be  reasonable  t o  w a i t  
f o r  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from them? 

Q No. It would be more reasonable  t o  me  t h a t  
you would go t a l k  t o  them and t o  f i n d  o u t  what has  been 
done and r e l a y  t o  them t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  you had. I ' m  
n o t  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about some l i t t l e  p iece  of a r t i l l e r y  
going a s t r a y  o r  anyth ing  of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about  something t h a t  you know and every s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r  i n  t h i s  t h e a t e r  knew, how General WESTMORELAND 
f e l t  about t h e  hand l ing  and t r ea tmen t  of c i v i l i a n s  and 
noncombatants. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t ' s  c r i t i c a l .  

Q - Y e s ,  and a l l  of a sudden w e  g e t  t o  a b i g
p o i n t  where w e  have a major c r i s i s  and we j u s t  s a y ,  
"The gene ra l s  a r e  t a k i n g  c a r e  of it." When c o l o n e l  
HOLLADAY came t o  you, h e  came t o  you with  a purpose 
t o  make s u r e  t h a t  you w e r e  c u t  i n  s o  t h a t  you w e r e  
w i t h i n  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  cha in .  Even though they  had 
been i n  t a l k i n g  to  General YOUNG t h e r e  s t i l l  re-
mained q u i t e  a requirement  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h i n  
t h e  command element.  Th i s  i s  what I mean when I men-
t i o n e d  t o  you b e f o r e  a r a t h e r  c a l l o u s  a t t i t u d e ,  t o  
have a major a l l e g a t i o n  such a s  t h i s  and t h e n ,  "I 
thought  t h e  g e n e r a l s  w e r e  t a k i n g  c a r e  of it." 

A. No, s ir ,  I c o u l d n ' t  have poss ib ly  had a 
c a l l o u s  a t t i t u d e  about  something l i k e  t h i s .  For a l l  
I know, and I don ' t .  s t a t e  t h i s  a s  a f a c t ,  f o r  a l l  
I know t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  t o l d  me  t h a t  t hey  would 
t a k e  t h e  necessa ry  s t e p s .  That they  would look i n t o  
t h i s .  I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  t h i s  i s  a f a c t .  My impression 
i s  t h a t  they took ove r  on t h i s  t h i n g .  They took over .  

Q - You a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i th  MACV Regulat ion 20-4, r i g h t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know which one t h a t  i s ,  s ir .  

Q - I ' l l  show it t o  you. This  has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r eco rd  a s  E x h i b i t  D - 1 ,  d a t e d  27 A p r i l  1967, s u b j e c t :  
" Inspec t ion  and I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of War C r i m e s . "  You can read  
t h e  e n t i r e  document. 
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A. You showed t h i s  t o  m e  before  d i d n ' t  you, s i r ?  

Q. Yes. I now c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  paragraph
2 and paragraph 5a,  on t h e  second page. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q The i n d i c a t i o n  i s  upon r e c e i p t  upon any a l l e -
ga t ion  of a war crime t h a t  MACV i s  t o  be n o t i f i e d .  I 

"don ' t  f i n d  t h i s  happening. This i s  why when you have 
received t h i s ,  one of your f i r s t  s t e p s  should have been 
t o  f i n d  ou t  i f  a war crime .had been repor ted  t o  MACV 
i n  accordance with t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n .  

A. I f  I be l ieved t h a t  t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r s  were 
doing t h a t ,  t h a t  t h i s  was such a s e r i o u s  m a t t e r  t h a t  
t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r s  stepped i n  t o  look i n t o  t h i s ,  is 
it f o r  me t o  over r ide  them o r  go around them o r  do th ings  
without  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

Q- A s  a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  i n  t h i s  man's Army t h e  
answer i s ,  yes .  You a r e  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  The reason 
t h a t  you a r e  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  is  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  
a s e n i o r  and -a w e l l  q u a l i f i e d  o f f i c e r  and they  a r e  ex-
pec t ing  t h a t  you w i l l  a s s i s t  them. They may have d i r e c t e d  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  above and beyond an i n v e s t i -
ga t ion .  This  s a y s ,  "any suspected o r  alleged--any r e a l  
suspected o r  a l l e g e d  war crime w i l l  be r epor ted .  " 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- W e  f i n d  no such r e p o r t .  Now t h e n ,  you say 
you know t h a t  it was being i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- What happened? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I was p a r t y  t o  what hap-
pened o t h e r  than Colonel HENDERSON'S r e p o r t .  

Q What d i d  he r e p o r t ,  when and how? 
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A. H e  r e p o r t e d  t h i s ,  I be l i eve  t h i s  must be 
t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  was given t o  t h e  commanding genera l .  

Q No, just look. That r e p o r t  has  noth ing  t o  
do with t h e  THOMPSON al legat ion--nothing.  This  r e p o r t  
is about t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made by t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

A. I s e e  what you ' re  saying,  yes ,  sir. 

Q. We're t a l k i n g  about a month e a r l i e r  than t h i s .  
W e  a r e  n o t  t a l k i n g  about back i n  t h e  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  18 March time-
frame. W e '  r e  t a l k i n g  about immediately a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
w a s  t o  have occurred .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any a c t i o n s  on t h e  p a r t  
of t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  o r  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  m e  on 
t h i s  problem, sir. 

Q. Don't you f e e l  o b l i g a t e d  t o  your command and 
s t a f f  t o  know what i s  being done s o  t h a t  you can respond 
t o  t h e i r  q u e r i e s  and r e p o r t s  t o  you?-

A. It  must no t  have occurred t o  me a t  t h e  t i m e  
t o  t a k e  any a c t i o n  u n t i l  I had been t o l d  t o  do s o .  That 
i s  t h e  only p o s s i b l e  explanat ion  I can give.  

Q Well, General  KOSTER i s  of t h e  opin ion  t h a t  
he  was keeping you informed. Do you r e c a l l  about t h e  
20th of March t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON came i n ?  Now, you 
should be able t o  fix t h i s  f a i r l y  c lose  i n  your mind 
because t h e  day a f t e r  t h i s  Colonel HENDERSON was involved 
i n  an enemy i n s p i r e d  grenade i n c i d e n t  i n  which he was 
wounded and subsequent ly h i s  l e g  was put  i n  a c a s t  f o r  
a couple of weeks. J u s t  before  t h i s  he was repor ted  t o  
have come t o  the d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  
commanding genera l .  Were you p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  d i scuss ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I was, s ir .  

Q Didn ' t  t h e  commanding genera l  t e l l  you about 
what had been repor ted  t o  him? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he d i d ,  s ir .  
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Q What d i d  t h e  commanding genera l  t e l l  you a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  commanding 
genera l  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  sir.  

Q Did he t e l l  you t h a t  he had d i r e c t e d  o r  t h a t  
he wanted Colonel HENDERSON t o  p u t  t h i s  i n  w r i t i n g ?  

A.  I lea rned  somehow t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON was 
t o  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I probably l ea rned  it from 
him. 

Q- Did you s e e  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  which he sub-
mi t ted  covering t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  by t h e  warrant  of-
f i c e r  concerning ind i sc r imina te  and unnecessary k i l l i n g  
of c i v i l i a n s ,  and a  confronta t ion  between t h e  a v i a t i o n  
u n i t  and t h e  ground element? 

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  such a r e p o r t .  I c a n ' t  
r e c o l l e c t  it. 

Q- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of having seen 
a paper t h a t  w a s  about th ree -quar t e r s  of a page long with 
Colonel HENDERSON 's  s igna tu re  on it which d iscussed  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, sir ,  I don ' t .  

Q. Some people seem t o  remember t h a t  a paper such 
as t h a t  d i d  come i n  t o  t h e  headquar ters .  

I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it, sir.  

Q- Colonel HENDERSON seems t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  
r e p o r t  was about t h r e e  t o  f i v e  pages i n  l e n g t h  and could 
have come i n t o  you about t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of A p r i l .  The 
d a t e s  t h a t  s t and  o u t  i n  h i s  mind a r e ,  f o r  some reason,  
about t h e  4th t o  t h e  6th of Apr i l .  

This  i s  a r e p o r t  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  inc iden t?  

Q . T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t ,  
a l l e g a t i o n ,  o r  complaint. 
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A. No, s i r .  I cannot r e c a l l  it. 

Q Well, 1'11 go through one more. I ' l l  t e l l  you
t h a t  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON f e l t  very badly about 
what he saw, and as a  ma t t e r  of f a c t  he was j u s t  ou t  and o u t  
mad. He w a s  so  i r r i t a t e d  t h a t  upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Chu Lai  on 
the  16th ,  t h a t  w a s  t he  day of t h e  opera t ion ,  he went d i r e c t l y  
t o  the  d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  chap la in ,  who was Major CRESWELL, 
and t o l d  him t h e  e n t i r e  s t o r y  of what he had seen. This chap-
l a i n ,  t h a t  is t o  say  Major CRESWELL, i n  t u r n  passed t h i s  in-
formation on t o  Colonel  LEWIS. Colonel LEWIS i n  t u r n  s t a t e s  
t h a t  he went t o  you and, "He, Colonel PARSON, assured  me t h a t  
whatever t h e  m a t t e r  was t h a t  occurred would be i n v e s t i g a t e d  
and he would r e p o r t  back t o  me." He a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  on 
s e v e r a l  l a t e r  occas ions  he asked you about it and you ind i -
ca ted  t h a t  it was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and we w e r e  n o t  t o  t a l k  
about it. 

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Now, do you remember Lieutenant  Colonel LEWIS 
t a l k i n g  t o  you about  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  it 
happened because I accept  t h i s  man's word. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  being conducted and t h a t  it would be reason-
a b l e  t o  keep it q u i e t  even as  t h i s  i s  being kept  q u i e t ,  par-
t i c u l a r l y  because of t h e  danger of VC propaganda use of t h e  
th ing .  

Q Well, i s n ' t  t h i s  whole business  though no t  i n  it-
s e l f  a suppression? I f  we know, w e l l ,  "Le t ' s  j u s t  not  t a l k  
about it. I t ' s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d . "  This i n  i t s e l f  is  sup-
press ion  of  information.  

A. Well, n o t  i n  my mind it i s n ' t ,  sir. The only rea-
son I say t h a t  is because I compare it t o  an i n c i d e n t  which 
occurred i n  May, which I mentioned be fo re ,  i n  another  u n i t ,  
i n  which equal  s t e p s  were taken ,  and I remember t h a t  i n  more 
d e t a i l  because I w a s  more involved i n  t h e  th ing .  We t r i e d  
t o  keep it a s  q u i e t  as p o s s i b l e  because of our concern about 
the  t h i n g  being made p u b l i c  and the  propaganda use t h a t  would 
be made of it. A t  t h e  same time we made r e p o r t s  t o  MACV 
f requent ly  on t h e  th ing .  

Q. Those are a l l  very commendable and I agree with ' 

you. 
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A. But t h e  same a c t i o n ,  I mean t h e  same c losehold  
atmosphere e x i s t e d  i n  both i n  my mind. 

9. No, n o t  q u i t z  r i g h t .  Not q u i t e  r i g h t .  There 's  
one major d i f f e r e n c e  . One major d i f f e r e n c e  . An inves t i g a -  
t i n g  o f f i c e r  was appointed and a proper i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
conducted. I f  anybody a t  t h i s  t ime,  and I can name you a t  
l e a s t  60 o r  more p l a c e s ,  t h a t  i f  anybody had f e l t  concerned 
about t h i s  t h i n g ,  t h e  whole t h i n g  would have been uncovered. 

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  sir. I d i d n ' t  fol low your po in t .  

Q. My p o i n t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was such a suppress ive  e f -  
f o r t ,  c a l l  i t .  ca l lousness ,  c a l l  it i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  c a l l  it 
anything one might. There a r e  a t  l e a s t  100 d i f fe ren t - -no t  
100, b u t  a t  l e a s t  50 o r  60 o r  more p laces  t h a t  i f  anybody 
had pushed i n  any degree,  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  would have been 
uncovered completely. 

A. Not i n  my h e a r t ,  because I be l ieved t h e  competent 
a u t h o r i t i e s  were on t h i s  and were doing something about it. 

Q. Afte r  you had the  u n i t  being i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  you had 
heard it from HOLLADAY, and you a l s o  rece ived  a comparable 
s t o r y  from Colonel LEWIS, d id  you check with the  J A  o r  the  
I G  t o  f i n d  ou t  i f  they were involved i n  it, the  proper inves-
t i g a t i v e  a u t h o r i t i e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I d i d ,  no, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel PARSON, you make t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  on t h i s  
o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was c a r r i e d  on, you know MACV was 
kept  informed. How do you know t h a t ?  

A. Because t h e  JA was w r i t i n g  messages, progress  re-
p o r t s .  

Q- Well, as t h i s  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  i n c i -
dent  we 're  concerned with he re  was going forward, wasn ' t  it 
your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  keep MACV informed a s  t o  what was 
going on t h e r e ?  Does t h e  J A  do a b e t t e r  job than  the  chief  
of s t a f f  where something i s  being done a t  headquar ters  t h i s  
way? 

A. S i r ,  I was new i n  t h i s  job, r e l a t i v e l y  new, and 
I wasn ' t  s u r e  whose r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  it was t o  do what. I knew 
t h a t  t h e  genera l s  were a c t i n g  on t h i s ,  that my super io r s  were 
doing something about t h i s .  
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Q - But you knew they weren ' t  r e p o r t i n g  it t o  anyone. 
You knew t h a t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q , W e l l ,  any r e p o r t  of t h a t  s o r t  would have come 
through you, would it n o t ,  any w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  going o u t ?  

A. Any w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  such as  the  J A  w r i t i n g  up some-
th ing .  I would have been aware of t h i s ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know t o  
t h i s  day t h a t  General  KOSTER d i d  o r  d i d  no t  t e l l  h i s  super io r  
t h a t  t h i s  happened. I d o n ' t  know. 

I0: W e l l  he would have had t o  send a message i n .  I t  
wouldn't  have been i n  t h e  back channel.  I t  would have had 
t o  have been r i g h t  on t h e  f r o n t  burner.  

(I0 l e f t  t h e  hear ing  a t  1150 hours . )  

I f o r g e t  what our  p o i n t  i s ,  sir.  Have I answeredA. 
your query? 

MR MACCRATE: I t h i n k  you have s a i d  t h a t  you know of no re-
p o r t  having been made, and none was made by you. 

A. Excuse me, on t h e  second i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  May inc iden t?  

Q. Well, wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  May i n c i d e n t ,  you ind i -
ca ted  t h a t  a s t a f f  member d i d  r e p o r t  t o  MACV. But with r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  with which we a r e  here  concerned, t h e  inves-
t i g a t i o n  which you say w a s  going forward, i n  t h a t  case  no re-
p o r t  was made, a t  least no w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  was made? 

A. No, noi$ t h a t  I ' m  aware of by t h e  LTA. 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Nor by headquarters .  

A. Probably no formal w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  because I prob-
ably would have been aware of it i f  t h e r e  had been. Unless 
t h e r e  was'some s o r t  of back-channel message. Do you know t h e  
t e r m  back-channel message? 

Q .  Very w e l l .  
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A. Unless some s o r t  of back-channel message was s e n t  
which I wouldn't  have been pr ivy  t o ,  I ' m  n o t  aware of a 
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  But the  only reason I can o f f e r  o r  sug-
g e s t  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  the  handl ing of the  two th ings  
was t h a t  when t h e  May i n c i d e n t  came t o  our  a t t e n t i o n  and 
General YOUNG'S a t t e n t i o n ,  who was the  a c t i n g  d i v i s i o n  com-
mander, t h e r e  was abso lu te ly  no ques t ion  about *-e f a c t  
t h a t  we had a  war crime on our  hands. He o r  somebody 
c a l l e d  i n  t h e  JA .  Tha t ' s  when I r e a l l y  became aware of t h i s  
th ing  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time, I th ink  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exhib i t  D - 1 ) .  

Q. Why were you so  much c l e a r e r  i n  May than  you were 
i n  March o r  Apr i l ?  

(I0 re turned  t o  t h e  hear ing  a t  1153 hours . )  

A. Because General YOUNG had almost d a i l y  meetings on 
the  progress  of t h i s  th ing .  He was c a l l i n g  me i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e  
and the  JA .  

Q. Why a r e  you so c l e a r  t h a t  you had a  war crime on 
your hands i n  May, bu t  even a f t e r  Colonel HOLLADAY spoke wi th  
you, you had no such f e e l i n g ?  Are you sugges t ing  i n  March-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, I ' m  no t  sugges t ing  t h a t  I had 
no such f e e l i n g .  I f e l t  t h a t  it was being looked i n t o ,  t h a t  
the  genera l s  were f ind ing  ou t .  I r e c a l l  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  p r i n c i -  
p a l l y  t h i s  paper here  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exh ib i t  R-1)  a s  r e f u t i n g  
t h i s  a s  a w a r  crime a s  such. 

Q.  But Colonel PARSON, you s a i d  yourse l f  t h a t  t h a t  
doesn ' t  even d e a l  with the  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  so  
how can it r e f u t e  what you had heard? I t  i s n ' t  d i r e c t e d  t o  
what you had heard.  

A. The only p l a u s i b l e  explanat ion  t h a t  I can give is  
t h a t  i n  t h e  minds of t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r s  concerned who were 
looking a t  t h i s ,  t h e r e  was no cause--they d i d n ' t  f i n d  enough, 
they hadn ' t  found enough i n  any s t a g e  of t h e  game t o  r e p o r t  
it. Tha t ' s  t h e  only explanat ion  t h a t  I can g ive .  The two 
cases  were handled q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t l y .  

Q. Extremely d i f f e r e n t l y ,  from a l l  you've s a i d .  One 
was handled as  a thorough-going i n v e s t i g a t i o n  under es tab-  
l i s h e d  procedures ,  and t h e  o t h e r  was handled i n  a completely 
informal way with no records being made. You made appar- 
e n t l y  no e n t r y  of t h e  f a c t  t h e r e  was such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
going forward. No r e p o r t  was s e n t  t o  MACV with r e s p e c t  t o  
i t - - j u s t  complete in fo rmal i ty  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a com-
p l a i n t  was rece ived  from a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  Something is 
done with t h a t ,  and the  l i d  is  p u t  on. 
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Then, l o  and behold,  t h e  Vietnamese come i n t o  t h e  complaint 
j u s t  when everyone thought t h e  whole t h i n g  was q u i e t  and they 
have put  a cork i n  it. I t  comes up again.  You have no re-
c o l l e c t i o n  of what was being s a i d  a t  t h e  headquarters  a t  t h a t  
t ime. And t h e  whole t h i n g  came o u t  of t h e  b o t t l e  again with 
t h e  complaint of t h e  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I r e c a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t  be ing  r a i s e d  
again ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  a l l  I can r e c a l l  about it. 

Q Raised by whom? 

A. By some document t h a t  had shown up. 

Q Well, t h e  document d o e s n ' t  walk i n  by i t s e l f .  Some-
one has t h e  document, and it g e t s  r a i s e d  again because someone 
has go t t en  t h e  document. But who r a i s e d  i t ?  Who was doing t h e  
t a l k i n g  about t h i s ?  What were they saying? What were t h e i r  
concerns? This  whole t h i n g  had been s e t t l e d ,  o u t  of t h e  way, 
and then  a l l  of a sudden, poof ! I t  blows up again.  I 'm sure  
t h i s  would have been a r a t h e r  u n s e t t l i n g  t h i n g  around head-
q u a r t e r s .  

A. It  must have been. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what t h e  
CG d i d  about it. I don' t know. 

Q Well, can you t e l l  what he s a i d  t o  you about i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Can you r e c a l l  any conversat ion,  o r  any meeting? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q You t h e r e  with General YOUNG o r  with General 
KOSTER? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember being a p a r t y  t o  it. 

Q Do you remember Colonel ANISTRANSKI coming over 
and t a l k i n g  t o  you about t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  
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Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel ANISTRAN-
S K I  being i n  wi th  t h e  commanding genera l  about t h i s  time i n  
connection wi th  t h e s e  problems? 

A.  I have t o  say I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  it. It could 
w e l l  have happened, of course.  The d i v i s i o n  commander 
was doing h i s  own looking i n t o  t h e  mat ter .  He must have 
been i f  Colonel ANISTRANSKI was i n  t o  s e e  him about it. 

Q. But it j u s t  by-passed you completely? 

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  c a t e g o r i c a l l y ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
being a p a r t y  t o  it. 

Q The only t h i n g  you s t i l l  r e c a l l  d e s p i t e  a l l  we've 
given you of t h e  surrounding events  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a p iece  
of paper from a Vietnamese o f f i c i a l .  

A. T h a t ' s  a l l  I can r e c a l l  now, y e s ,  s ir .  And I ' m  
r e a l l y  t r y i n g .  

MR WEST: I ' d  l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  something, Colonel PARSON. 
You ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e  genera l s  had taken over  and t h a t  
they t o l d  you t h a t  t h e y ' d  t ake  c a r e  of t h e  mat ter .  

(MR MACCRATE l e f t  t h e  hear ing  room.) 

Q I want t o  know i f  you ' re  s t a t i n g  a theory o r  whe-
t h e r  t h i s  i s  a f a c t .  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  want t o  s t a t e  t h a t  a s  a f a c t .  
That ' s  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  I have. 

Q It s e e m s  t o  me t h a t ' s  a very i r r e s p o n s i b l e  t h i n g  
t o  say unless  it i s  a f a c t .  You're c a s t i n g  susp ic ion  on 
these  two g e n e r a l s ,  and I assume you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about General 
YOUNG and General KOSTER. 

A. I ! d  l i k e  t o  c o r r e c t  my testimony i n  whatever man-
n e r  i s  appropr ia t e  then--
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  J u s t  t e l l  m e ,  d i d  they  o r  d i d  t h e y  
n o t  t a k e  over  and t e l l  you t h a t  t hey  would t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  
ma t t e r  and you w e r e  t o  s t a y  o u t  of it. 

A. No, sir .  I r e c a l l  no such s ta tement  on t h e i r  p a r t .  

Q Then what d i d  your p r i o r  test imony mean j u s t  a few 
minutes ago? For about t h e  p a s t  1 0  o r  15 minutes you've been 
speaking of t h e i r  handl ing  t h e  m a t t e r ,  and you w e r e n ' t  
involved.  

A. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  disengage myself from t h i s  t h i n g ,  
s i r .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  t h e  t r u t h  with  you. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
very d i f f i c u l t .  

Q T h a t ' s  why I r a i s e d  t h i s  ques t ion .  You i n  e f f e c t  
have s a i d  t h a t  they had taken  ove r .  They'd l e t  you know, 
They'd t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  ma t t e r .  From then  on you knew noth ing  
about  it. . ' 

A. I d o n ' t  want t o  l eave  t h a t  impression.  I d o n ' t  
know what words t o  use t o  be accura t e  and hones t  about 
it, b u t  my i n i t i a l ,  my primary impressions a r e  t h a t  an 
ADC was f i r s t  t o  look i n t o  t h i s .  

Q • W e l l  l e t ' s  g ive  him a name. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  which one it was, whether it w a s  
General GALLOWAY or General YOUNG. And then  t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  b e  made of  this by t h e  br igade  commander. 

Q I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I unders tand what t h a t  has t o  do 
w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  whether you w e r e  t o l d  by t h e  genera ls  
t h a t  they were going t o  t a k e  over .  

A. I f  I s a i d  t h a t ,  I would l i k e  t o  r e t r a c t  t h a t ,  be-
cause i t ' s  n o t  my i n t e n t  t o  say t h a t  t h e  gene ra l s  t o l d  me 
they  were going t o  t a k e  over .  T h a t ' s  u n f a i r  t o  them. T h a t ' s  
i n a d v e r t e n t .  I ' m  very g l a d  you brought  t h a t  up. 

Q Then where l a y  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?  How d i d  it 
g e t  s h i f t e d  from your shoulders?  

A. The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  what, s i r ?  
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(MR MACCRATE re tu rned  t o  t h e  hea r ing  room.) 

Q You knew something about t h i s  r e p o r t  of M r .  
THOMPSON'S which Colonel HOLLADAY had informed you o f .  You 
ind ica ted  t h a t  you took no a c t i o n  because t h e  genera l s  were 
t ak ing  ac t ion .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q You s a i d  t h e  genera ls  had taken over . .  You s a i d  
t h a t  they s a i d  they 'd  t a k e  c a r e  of  it. 

A. I would l i k e  t o  r e t r a c t  t h a t  l a s t  remark. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  what d i d  they  t e l l  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what they  t o l d  me because i t ' s  been 
too  long ago. The only p o i n t  t h a t  I ' m - t r y i n g  t o  make i s  t h a t  
I r e c a l l  t h a t  atmosphere of t h e i r  looking i n t o  it, of t h e i r  
doing th ings  about it. I f  I had f a i l e d  t o  do c e r t a i n  th ings  
t h a t  I should have done, a s  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  t h a t ' s  a 
s e p a r a t e  ma t t e r ,  b u t  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  is  t h a t  they were 
following up on t h i s .  

Q And t h e r e f o r e  you d i d  nothing? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I d i d  nothing.  

Q *  W e l l  could you t e l l  me something t h a t  you did? 

A. No, sir. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You c a n ' t  r e c a l l  doing nothing 
o r  you c a n ' t  r e c a l l  doing anything? 

A. S i r ,  i t ' s  been--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  This  i s  no t  t h a t  long ago. We've 
t a l k e d  t o  over 350 people.  They can remember th ings  of t h i s  
s o r t ,  They can remember th ings  of much l e s s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and 
importance. This i s  a very s e r i o u s  mat ter .  You yourse l f  
have s a i d  s e v e r a l  t imes.  

83 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-17 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  What was the  r o l e  of the  genera l
o f f i c e r s ?  Now you know we're  t a l k i n g  about General YOUNG and 
General KOSTER. What was your r o l e  i n  t h i s  mat ter  a f t e r  
Colonel HOLLADAY had brought it t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. ,My r o l e  was t o  see  t o  it t h a t  t h e  commanders--
t h a t  t h e  commander was informed. 

Q What d i d  you t e l l  him? 

A. I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  because I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  But he 
obviously knew about  it because Colonel HOLLADAY had gone t o  
him f i r s t .  

Q. Who w a s  "him"? 

A. Apparently General YOUNG. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  What about General KOSTER? What d i d  . 
you t e l l  him? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  he must have known 
about it. He found ou t  about it. We saw t o  it t h a t  he knew 
about it one way o r  another .  E i t h e r  General YOUNG t o l d  him o r  
I t o l d  him about it because he knew about '  it. 

Q What w a s  it he knew? You're t a l k i n g  i n  genera l i -
t i e s  here.  

A. W e l l  he had t o  have known--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  One reason I ' m  t a l k i n g  t o  you l i k e  
t h i s  i s  t o  s t i m u l a t e  your memory a l i t t l e  b i t .  Now, he had t o  
have known. Go ahead. 

A. H e  had t o  have known what Colonel HOLLADAY re-
l a t e d  t o  Colonel YOUNG, General YOUNG, and t o  myself. 

Q Why d i d  he have t o  know? 

A. Because we would have t o l d  him. One o r  the  o t h e r  
o r  both of us. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  say he d id .  Now from t h a t  p o i n t  
on, what w a s  your r o l e ?  What were you t o  do? You've been in -
formed of a commission of a major war crime. What d i d  you do? 
What d i d  he say t o  you? 
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A. My r e c o l l e c t i o n  is  t h a t  they went a f t e r  t h e  pro-
j e c t ,  t he  i n c i d e n t ,  t o  see  what it was a l l  about .  

Q Did they t e l l  you t o  l a y  o f f  and they 'd  take  c a r e  
of i t ?  

A. No, sir. I don 't r e c a l l  they t o l d  m e  t o  l ay  o f f  . 
Q . W e l l ,  what d i d  you do? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  p r e c i s e l y .  I must have awaited 
t h e  outcome of their--awaited i n s t r u c t i o n s  from them a s  t o  
what t o  do. I ' d  never been confronted with anything l i k e  
t h i s  before  i n  my l i f e .  

Q - I ' m  s u r e  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  I ' m  s u r e  they h a d n ' t  e i t h e r .  
Are you t e l l i n g  us t h a t  you d i d  nothing,  you waited? 

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  c a t e g o r i c a l l y .  I c a n ' t  remember 
that I did--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You d id?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  I d i d  anything. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember doing anything? Can you re-
member what they d id?  General XOSTER and General YOUNG? 

A, Not p r e c i s e l y ,  no, sir. I remember t h e  outcome 
of t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  of t h e i r  looking i n t o  i t ,  was Colonel 
HENDERSON being t o l d  t o  w r i t e  h i s  r e p o r t ,  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s ,  
my awareness t h a t  he had been t o l d .  

Q. All r i g h t .  One t h i n g  you ' re  t e l l i n g  us t h a t  they 
d id .  Which one was it, General KOSTER o r  General YOUNG, who 
gave some i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

I d o n ' t  know which one, sir. 

Is t h i s  because of a confusion i n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. It could have been that--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  You were n o t  pr ivy  t o  i t ?  
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A. I t ' s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I was n o t  pr ivy  t o  it 
when they were t o l d .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i r e c t i o n  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON i n  t h e  form of w r i t i n g  o r  i n  my presence t o  inves-
t i g a t e  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  say t h a t  I wasn ' t  pr ivy  t o  it, bu t  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  being pr ivy  t o  it. 

Q Maybe i t ' s  r e p e t i t i o u s ,  bu t  why a t  t h i s  t ime d i d n ' t  
you b r ing  t h e  J A ,  t h e  I G ,  o r  t h e  G 5  i n t o  t h i s ' ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  JA who had a r o l e  i n  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of a war crime? 

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it occurred t o  me, sir. 

Q Would you exp la in  why not?  You had an a l l e g a t i o n
of perhaps 120 innocent  c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d .  You s a i d  you 
had been t o l d  about innocent  c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d .  That 's 
a war crime, l e t ' s  f ace  it. 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  only answer t h a t  I can give was t h a t  I 
was await ing t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was be ing  
made e i t h e r  by t h e  ADC i n  t h e  f i r s t  case o r  Colonel HENDERSON 
i n  t h e  l a t t e r ,  and it must not  have occurred t o  m e .  

Q. You mean you were n o t  t o l d  by t h e  genera ls  t h a t  
$heyld t a k e  c a r e  of it and you should do nothing? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  such i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  no,  sir. 

Q Then it was your own dec i s ion  no t  t o  do anything,
b u t  t o  w a i t  and see what happened? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a conscious dec i s ion  n o t  t o  do 
anything, no, sir.  I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  be evas ive .  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  remember everyth ing  I poss ib ly  can about t h i s .  
The only sugges t ion  t h a t  I can make i s  t h a t  it d i d n ' t  occur  
t o  me t o  t a k e  any a c t i o n  u n t i l  I got  some i n s t r u c t i o n s  from 
my super io r s .  

Q Was t h a t  t h e  k ind  of r e l a t i o n s h i p  you had with t h e  
commanding genera l ,  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  dare move unless  he gave 
you i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  And I would l i k e  a good s t r a i g h t  answer 
t o  t h a t .  

A. T h a t ' s  a very d i f f i c u l t  ques t ion  t o  answer. 

Q Answer it. Now, t h i s  i s  t o o  s e r i o u s  f o r  any
holding back o r  any n i c e  f e e l i n g s .  
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A. S i r ,  r e a l l y ,  I ' m  n o t  holding back. I would th ink  
t h a t  something of  a  s e r i o u s  n a t u r e  which t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
was looking i n t o ,  which had h i s  a t t e n t i o n ,  was something t h a t  
z would leave  alone u n t i l  he t o l d  me what t o  do. I know be t -
ter now. 

Q* I n  o t h e r  words, what you ' r e  t e l l i n g  me then  is he 
had assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  it and you were awai t ing  h i s  
orders  before  you d i d  anything f u r t h e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Please  answer my ques t ion  about t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between you and t h e  commanding genera l .  

A. Would you say it aga in ,  s i r ?  I was t r y i n g  very 
hard t o  answer it as  d i r e c t l y  a s  I know how. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Was your r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  General 
KOSTER such t h a t  i n  any s e r i o u s  m a t t e r ,  such a s  a mat ter  
l i k e  t h i s ,  you would n o t  a c t  on your own without  g e t t i n g  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  from him? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was our  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

I0 : You d i d n ' t  have a rappor t  t h a t  you could go i n  as  
t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  and could s i t  down and t a l k  t o  t h e  d i v i s -
ion commander about t h i n g s  t h a t  were on your mind, t h a t  were 
bother ing  you, and make s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  which you 
both represented  w a s  doing t h i n g s  proper ly?  

A. I could approach t h e  g e n e r a l ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q But you d i d n ' t  approach him on t h i s  s u b j e c t ?  

A. Oh, I must have. 

Q- Well then ,  i f  you must have, what was s a i d ?  

49 I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  I f  t h i s  i s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  
question--

Q - ( In terpos ing)  It  is! I t ' s  t h e  same quest ion!  

A. Should I have banged o f f  a message immediately t o  
MACV without  h i s  permission,  wi thout  f u r t h e r  ado, or--
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  No, bu t  t o  d i scuss  the  mat ter  
with t h e  s t a f f  judge advocate on the  one hand t o  make su re  
t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was doing t h i s  t h i n g  proper ly ,  and sub-
sequent ly t o  s i t  down with t h e  commanding genera l  so  t h a t  he 
r e a l i z e d  t h e  impl ica t ions  of what he had h i s  hands on. He 
has  many th ings  ho the r ing  him about t h i s  t ime, and s o  f o r  
you t o  go i n  and sit down and say ,  "Now I 've rece ived  this--
I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  HOLLADAY, and he t o l d  me a l l  about t h i s  t h i n g ,  
and we've go t  a real s e r i o u s  problem on our  hands." You 
d o n ' t  j u s t  brush away a l a r g e  number of noncombatant casual-
t i e s .  They d o n ' t  brush under t h e  rug. 

A. Sure ly  I d i d  t h a t ,  s ir .  Surely I d i d n ' t  withhold 
t h a t  from him o r  f a i l  t o  mention t h a t  t o  him. Why on e a r t h  
would I ?  For what p o s s i b l e  motive o r  i n t e n t  o r  excuse? 

Q I don ' t  know, b u t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  ask you, and we've 
been t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  a l l  morning, I t h i n k ,  what you d i d  do. 
You say ,  "Surely,  I must have done t h a t . "  But when d i d  you 
s e e  him and what d i d  you t a l k  t o  him about,  and what a c t i o n  
d i d  he t e l l  you to t ake ,  o r  what a c t i o n  d i d  he t e l l  you he w a s  
t ak ing?  That is what we ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  out .  

A. I ' m  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  answer your ques t ion ,  sir.  
I s i n c e r e l y  am, and t h e  d e t a i l  is not  t h e r e  i n  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel PARSON, you always come back t o  what 
must have happened. Your testimony is r e p l e t e  with what must 
have been. You l e t  t h a t  q e t  i n  t h e  way of r e a l l y  doing some 
hard r e c o l l e c t i n g  o r  a s s o c i a t i o n  of t h i n g s  t h a t  were hap-
pening, of t h a t  which you do r e c a l l  with t h e  n a t u r a l  sequence 
of events  when people a r e  i n  communication wi th  each o t h e r .  
I t ' s  always, "It must have been." 

A. That ' s  perhaps inappropr ia t e  on my p a r t ,  s ir .  But 
when I t u r n  t o  my own mind with what capac i ty  is  t h e r e  and 
t r y  t o  remember, n o t  r e c o l l e c t i n g  and no t  knowing why I 
d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t ,  n o t  knowing what e l s e  was on my mind a t  that 
t ime, how does one make h i s  b r a i n  work beyond t h e  p o i n t  of 
p o s s i b i l i t y ?  What can I do? You a r e  implying t h a t  I ' m  
withholding something, and God knows I would t e l l  you any-
t h i n g  I could t h i n k  of i f  I could. 

Q I g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  your focus is always on 
what "must have been, " what "ought t o  have been, " and no t  on 
what w a s .  
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A. Well i f  t h a t ' s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e ,  I ' l l  t r y  t o  avoid 

saying t h a t  any f u r t h e r  because I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p a i n t  any 

p i c t u r e  t h a t '  s inaccura te  o r  c r e a t e  any impression t h a t  ' s 

not  hones t  . 

10: Now, I would l i k e  t o  d i scuss  another  p o i n t  t o o ,  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e s e  r e p o r t s ,  and again we come back t o  Colonel 
HOLLADAY. Colonel HOLLADAY r e c a l l e d  having been shown a copy 
of a r e p o r t  by e i t h e r  yourse l f  o r  poss ib ly  Major BEASLEY, 
your a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  But he seems t o  r e c a l l  it was 
you. This could have been t h e  r e p o r t  of e a r l y  A p r i l  o r  it 
could have been t h i s  r e p o r t  of 2 4  A p r i l  (R-1) . H e  seems t o  
r e c a l l  i t  a s  having been t h i s  paper when h e  saw t h e  paper.  
Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  ins t ance  where you s a i d  something t o  t h e  
e f f e c t ,  "Look what j u s t  got  i n .  Look what w e  have here"?  

4. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. Well l e t  me read you j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  of Colonel 
HOLLADAY 's testimony. The ques t ion  was : 

"So now over  a month l a t e r  you g e t  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

You read it. I t  is  n o t  respons ive  t o  what you f e e l  

i s  t h e  charge of General YOUNG t o  Colonel HENDER-

SON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  " 


A. May I ask a ques t ion ,  s i r ?  Is t h i s  quot ing  some- 
body? Is t h i s  what Colonel HOLLADAY was say ing?  

Q. Yes, I ' m  quot ing t h e  ques t ion  t h a t  was posed t o  
.Colonel HOLLADAY, a t  t h e  moment. L e t  me  r e p e a t  it f o r  you. 
This  i s  t h e . q u e s t i o n  t h a t  was posed t o  Colonel  HOLLADAY i n  h i s  
testimony : 

"So now, over a month l a t e r  you g e t  t h i s  r e p o r t .  
You read it. I t  is no t  respons ive  t o  what you 
f e e l  i s  t h e  charge of General YOUNG t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  Colonel PARSON has 
shown you t h i s .  What d i d  you say  t o  Colonel 
PARSON immediately upon read ing  t h i s ?  

"A. I muttered o r  s t a t e d  a v u l g a r  term of some 
kind.  Probably a one-word t e rm t h a t  t o l d  
Colonel PARSON t h a t  I d i d  no t  t h i n k  t h i s  r e p o r t  
was responsive t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made by Major 
WATKE and M r .  THOMPSON. 

"Q. What was Colonel PARSON'S r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s ?  
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"A. I d o n ' t  remember him saying anything. I 
would l i k e  t o  say t h a t  he s o r t  of smiled.  I n  
f a c t ,  , I  w i l l  say t h a t  he s o r t  of smiled.  I 
d o n ' t  remember him saying anything." 

This is from t h e  testimony of Colonel HOLLADAY, who remembered 
t h i s  whole s i t u a t i o n  q u i t e  v i v i d l y .  I might add, perhaps f a r  
more v i v i d l y  than  anybody i n  t h e  e n t i r e  headquarters  because 
he f i n d s  it most u p s e t t i n g  t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  were l a r g e  
numbers o f  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  Now, do you remember t h i s  s i t u -
a t i o n ?  He claims you showed him t h i s  document, maybe before  
it had been i n  t o  t h e  commanding genera l ,  maybe it was a f t e r -
wards. I 'm n o t  su re .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t he  i n c i d e n t ,  sir.  I ' m  s u r e  it 
happened, i f  he s a i d  so.  I c a n ' t  poss ib ly  imagine my being 
c a l l o u s ,  which is  t h e  impl ica t ion  of t h i s  th ing .  Now I be-
l i e v e  General KOSTER w a s  no t  s a t i s f i e d  with t h i s .  I be-
l i e v e  you t o l d  m e  t h a t .  

Q - I d i d  t e l l  you t h a t .  I asked you i f  he found it 
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  i f  he had given you any i n s t r u c t i o n s .  You ' 

don 't r e c a l l ?  

A. NO, sir,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Nor do you r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  any subsequent re-
p o r t ?  

a. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t .  I ' m  no t  saying it d i d n ' t  happen. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel HOLLADAY was very c l e a r  i n  h i s  mind, when 
he s a w  t h a t  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  it was a coverup. He was c l e a r  about 
t h i s .  I t  wasn ' t  a ques t ion  of you being c a l l o u s .  A s  I 
understood what he was saying ,  it was a ques t ion  of your 
understanding t h a t  it w a s  a coverup. What d id  you th ink  of 
t h i s  r e p o r t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I ' m  unable t o  r e c a l l  what I thought of t h i s  
r e p o r t  a t  t h a t  t ime, sir. 

Q Did you f e e l  it was an adequate r e p o r t ?  

A. I look a t  it now and I say i t ' s  inadequate.  

Q Inadequate? 
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A. Yes, sir.  

Q Well, you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any r e a c t i o n  of 
yours a t  t h e  time? You s e e ,  t h e  unbel ievable  t h i n g ,  Colonel 
PARSON, here  Colonel HOLLADAY comes i n ,  and he t e l l s  us 
what was going on. He r e c a l l s  where he went, what he d i d ,  
and h i s  r e a c t i o n  when you showed him t h e  document. You t e l l  
us ,  "I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  showing him t h e  document. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
my a t t i t u d e ,  my r e a c t i o n ,  how I viewed it." 

A. Maybe t h i s  was t h e  very t h i n g  t h a t  t r i g g e r e d  
General KOSTER1s r equ i r ing  a b e t t e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q Colonel PARSON, t h e r e  i s  n o t  one t r a c e  
of t h a t  b e t t e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  anywhere. Not one t r a c e .  
There 's  n o t  one i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was e v e r  any b e t t e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  That i s  it. 

A.  I see.  I d idn lt know t h a t .  I w a s  under t h e  
impression from you, s i r ,  t h a t  General KOSTER was d i s s a t i s -
f i e d  wi th  t h i s  and had ordered another  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

10: According t o  h i s  tes t imony,  he d i d .  According t o  
Colonel HENDERSON 's testimony , such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
conducted. We can f i n d  nobody t h a t  had anything t o  do with 
it, t h a t  knows anything about it. 

A. Does Colonel HENDERSON, i f  t h i s  i s  an appropr ia t e  
ques t ion ,  r e c a l l  who was t o l d  t o  conduct t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

Q:. He t h i n k s  he was t o l d .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which he 
i n  t u r n  s a i d  w a s  conducted was conducted by Lieutenant  Colonel 
BARKER, and was repor ted  t o  have contained anywhere from 15  
t o  2 0 ,  perhaps 25  s igned s ta tements  by i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i nc lud ing  
company commanders, members of t h e  u n i t ,  members of t h e  s t a f f  
of Task Force Barker. We can f i n d  nobody, l i t e r a l l y  nobody 
t h a t  e v e r  s igned a s ta tement .  

A. T h a t ' s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  now, subsequent t o  h i s  
one t h a t  w a s  a s  a r e s u l t  of th is - -

Q m  ( In te rpos ing)  I t  was supposed t o  be a follow-
on r e p o r t  of t h a t  one, which, a s  you can see, i s  a b s o l u t e l y ,  
t o t a l l y  inadequate  reqognizing t h a t  a t  t h a t  t ime General KOS-
TER had a copy of t h a t  11 A p r i l  r e p o r t .  H e  knew what it s a i d .  
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A. I c a n ' t  c o n t r i b u t e  anything t o  t h a t  second inves- f 
t i g a t i o n ,  s ir .  Did Colonel HENDERSON ever  see- i f  i t ' s  appro-
p r i a t e  f o r  me t o  ask--Colonel BARKER'S i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

Q. He w a s  r epor ted  t o  have indorsed it, bu t  w e  can 
f i n d  no t r a c e  of t h e  documents o r  anything e l s e .  None of t h e  
people t h a t  we ' ve  t a l k e d  t o ,  t h a t  he s a i d  s ta tements  were made 
by, were ever  i n t e r r o g a t e d  o r  e v e r  prepared a s igned s ta tement .  

A. I c a n ' t  recall anything about it, sir. 

Q. W e l l  you can recognize how, a t  t h i s  s t a g e  of t h e  

game, t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY, having brought forward such al-

l e g a t i o n s  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and g e t t i n g  no response,  is  of t h e  

b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a coverup. 


A. Y e s ,  sir, I can see  how you can come t o  t h a t  sus-

p ic ion .  I f  t h i s  i s  n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  and it is n o t ,  and an-

o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was conducted, and t h a t  has  disappeared,  

i f  we  know t h a t  it was conducted--


Q. ( In te rpos ing)  We d o n ' t  know t h a t  it was conducted. 

A s  a  mat ter  of f a c t ,  I th ink  i t ' s  a  mythological r e p o r t .  

People t h a t  were r epor ted  t o  have signed s ta tements  were 


. never i n t e r r o g a t e d .  

A. I f  I could c o n t r i b u t e  anything t o  t h a t  s u b j e c t ,  

sir, I would. I cannot.  


Q. W e l l ,  now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you j u s t  about the  head- 

q u a r t e r s  of t h e  Americal ~ i v i s i o n .  We've gone through the  

Americal Divis ion  headquar ters .  The c u r r e n t  command and s t a f f  

elements have searched t h e i r  records  i n  t h e  command bu i ld ing ,  

i n  a l l  of t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s ,  t o  f i n d  any record  of these  

r e p o r t s ,  e i t h e r  by t h e  r e p o r t s  themselves, by having them en- 

t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  l o g ,  o r  any form. We have found abso lu te ly  

nothing i n  t h e  headquar ters  of t h e  Americal Divis ion .  More-

over ,  when I v i s i t e d  South Vietnam with M r .  MACCRATE and M r .  

WALSH and o t h e r s ,  we had a team of people f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  in-  

c i d e n t  and knowing what should be looked f o r  go through t h e  

f i l e s  of t h e  America1 Divis ion.  There was nothing t o  be found. 

Now, t o  c i t e  a few t h a t  we  know reached a e  headquarters .  

Going over the  t h i n g s  t h a t  M r .  MACCRATE mentioned be fo re ,  the 

11A p r i l  r e p o r t  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  the  VC propaganda, 
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a copy of  t h i s  r e p o r t  ( R - 1 ) ,  t h e  o t h e r  r e p o r t  which Colonel 
HENDERSON i s  repor ted  t o  have submit ted,  a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  con-
cern ing  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n .  None of t h e s e  
a r e  the re .  There 's  no r e p o r t  of d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  the f i l e s  a t  
the  command s e c t i o n .  These a r e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  papers.  You j u s t  
d o n ' t  t ake  them ou t  and des t roy  them. I t  g ives  the  appearance 
t h a t  they were purposely e l iminated .  

A. A l l  I can answer t o  t h a t ,  sir, is  t h a t  I have no t  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  any such a c t i v i t y .  I could no t  have done 
t h i s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any such a c t i o n .  

Q - W e l l ,  do you r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  mid-July you had an I G  
inspec t ion  from 7 t o  1 4  J u l y  1968? 

A. There was an I G  inspec t ion ,  yes ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t he  time. 

Q - By USARV? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Y e s .  Do you r e c a l l  screening  t h e  papers i n  your 
headquar ters  t o  e l imina te  any unnecessary papers? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  recall it. 

Q. W e l l  can you poss ib ly  exp la in  t o  us why we can 
f i n d  no record  of any kind of these  papers  o r  any papers re-
l a t i n g  t o  them? 

A. No, s i r ,  I j u s t  cannot.  

I w i l l  show you another  paper t h a t  was repor ted  
t o  have been i n  t h e  headquarters .  This is a n o t i c e  by 
t h e  Quang Ngai Nat ional  L ibe ra t ion  Front  Committee, da ted  
28 March, which has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  as Exhibi t  
M - 3 5 .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  Vietnamese ve r s ion  t h a t  s t a r t s  
on page f i v e ,  and it takes  a r a t h e r  odd format.  

(The I0 hands Exhibi t  M - 3 5  t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  having seen t h a t  p i e c e  of paper o r  
t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  of it, which appears on the  f r o n t ?  
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Q. A t  province l e v e l  they had a Census Grievance 
Committee. This is  a r e p o r t  o s t e n s i b l y  which was o r i g i n a t e d  
a t  t h a t  l e v e l .  

(The I0 hands Exhibi t  M-31 t o  t h e  wi tness .  

Do you r e c a l l  ever  see ing  t h i s  paper? 

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  see ing  t h i s  paper.  

Q. Now, General KOSTER l e f t  i n  e a r l y  June, about 3 
June, s h o r t l y  before  which he had been n o t i f i e d  t h a t  he was 
t o  become t h e  Superintendent  of t h e  U.S. M i l i t a r y  Academy. 
When he l e f t  what d id  you do with h i s  personal  papers? 

A. I never had access  t o  h i s  personal  papers ,  s ir .  
I d o n ' t  remember having any of h i s  pe r sona l  papers a t  a l l .  
I d o n ' t  recall it. 

Q. W e l l ,  do you r e c a l l  t h e  name o f  h i s  a i d e  a t  t h a t  
time? 

A. ROBERTS, o r  maybe DICKENS. 

Q. DICKENS was h i s  a i d e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Dickens says 
he was n o t  involved i n  it. We do know t h a t  i n  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  
f i l e  i n  t h e  SGS o f f i c e  o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  of-
f i c e  t h e r e  was a folder--one f o r  General KOSTER and another  
f o r  each of t h e  ADC, and I be l i eve  you had a f i l e  t h e r e  a s  we l l  
according t o  what we've heard from t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO'S, 
Sergeant SAIMONS and Sergeant  LOFTIS. D o  you remember anything 
happening t o  General KOSTER's f i l e  which w a s  he ld  i n  t h a t  s a f e ,  
forwarding it t o  him a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  no, sir. 

Q. We've a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  General KOSTER1s s tenographer  
about h i s  personal  papers which he kept  f o r  General KOSTER 
i n  a f i l e  c a b i n e t  which he had i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  General KOSTER 
ev iden t ly  took h i s  p r i v a t e  papers ,  t h a t  is h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  h i s  
wife  and va r ious  o t h e r  people. But t h e  o t h e r  l e t t e r s  which 
w e r e  o f f i c i a l  and semi -o f f i c i a l  i n  n a t u r e  w r i t t e n  wi th in  the  
confines  of t h e  America1 Divis ion and a s s o c i a t e d  with h i s  
job, were maintained i n  a s e p a r a t e  f o l d e r ,  These could 
we l l  have been l e t t e r s  between himself and t h e  province 
ch ie f  o r  t h e  ARVN commander and s o  on. According t o  Spec- 
i a l i s t  HERRIS, who was General KOSTER's s e c r e t a r y ,  a f t e r  
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Q- No, I d o n ' t  know what was t o  be done. I would as-
sume t h a t  one of t h e  f i r s t  t h ings  t h a t  you would have prob-
ably done would be t o  go through them t o  see  i f  t h e r e  were 
any papers of any impor~ance .  

A. I j u s t  canqt r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  sir.  I t ' s  
e n t i r e l y  poss ib le .  I d o n ' t  know why they were given t o  me, 
whether I was t o  hold them or--you've enumerated t h e  a l t e r n a -
t i v e s  they might have been used f o r .  

Q Well now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  come back t o  t h i s  re-
l a t i o n s h i p  with t h e  commanding genera l .  What was your 
re.1ationshi.p with t h e  ADC's  and t h e  genera l  s t a f f  and the  
s p e c i a l  s t a f f ?  Was t h i s  a smooth-flowing opera t ion?  

A, I n  genera l ,  it was p r e t t y  good. When the--I'm 
no t  s u r e  what you ' re  a f t e r - -

Q ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  
ou t  how t h e  headquar ters  funct ioned.  Whether it was a r e a l l y  
e f f i c i e n t  and e f f e c t i v e  o rgan iza t ion  of people s i t t i n g  down 
and d i scuss ing  mutual problems o r  whether it was j u s t  s o r t  
of a ramrod kind of organiza t ion?  

A. It was somewhat formal. The d i v i s i o n  commander 
would have t h e  G-staff i n  with him and t h e  ADC 's and the  ch ie f  
of s t a f f  every morning, and a formal b r i e f i n g  would be pre-
sented  of what happened las t  n i g h t ,  what 's  going t o  happen 
today. Each member w a s  c a l l e d  upon i n  t u r n  t o  r e p o r t  any-
th ing  t o  t h e  genera l  he wanted t o .  Then t h e  genera l  would 
make any remarks t h a t  he wanted t o  and then  he would excuse 
the s t a f f ,  i nc lud ing  myself almost always, Very very £re-
quent ly he would hold t h e  two ADC's back and they would 
have an a d d i t i o n a l  conference about ma t t e r s  I d i d  n o t  know 
about,  and be on t h e i r  way. I n  the evening the  b r i e f i n g  was 
in a somewhat l a r g e r  room. The morning b r i e f i n g  was i n  the  
d i v i s i o n  commander 's o f f  i c e .  The evening b r i e f i n g s  were i n  
a l i t t l e  l a r g e r  b r i e f i n g  room and t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  would 
a t t e n d  a s  w e l l .  This was even more formal,  It was s t r i c t l y  
informat ional ,  G2 and G 3  type b r i e f i n g  wi th  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of t h e  G 4 ,  and on a weekly b a s i s  t h e  G 1  and s i g n a l  and 
c e r t a i n  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  would b r i n g  t h i n g s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
a t t e n t i o n .  It was q u i t e  formal,  t h e  genera l  walking i n ,  
everyone a t  a t t e n t i o n ,  and s i t t i n g  down and hear ing  t h e  
b r i e f i n g .  Then he would walk ou t .  
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Q W a s  t h e r e  any time dur ing  the  course of t h e  day when 
people would s i t  down and t a l k  about t h i n g s ,  t h e  evening meal 
o r  anything of t h i s  n a t u r e  where people d i d  g e t  toge the r?  

A. Before t h e  evening meal was a time t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
an oppor tuni ty  f o r  t h a t ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q. Did you f e e l  t h a t  it was a happy o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  
you had t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion heabquar-
ters ? 

A. I f e l t  so. 

9 We've heard from some people t h a t  they f e l t  t h a t  the  
G3 was i n  f a c t  t h e  commanding genera l .  He s t r i c t l y  c o n t r o l l e d  
a l l  opera t ions  h imsel f .  The G3 was put  i n  t h e  r o l e  of necessary 
admin i s t r a t ion ,  p ick ing  up t h e  p ieces  and so f o r t h ,  bu t  t h e  
commanding genera l  p r e t t y  much r e t a i n e d  t h e  decisionmaking 
and policymaking and so f o r t h  concerning opera t ions  t o  him-
s e l f .  Can you comment on t h a t ?  You were s i t t i n g  r i g h t  t h e r e  
now. 

A. The G 3  and t h e  G2 worked d i r e c t l y  with t h e  genera l  
and with t h e  two ADC 's a g r e a t  dea l .  My predecessor  reminded 
me t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a major problem. It was probably Colonel HOLLA-
DAY'S i d e a  because it w a s  so  hard t o  keep the  ch ie f  of s t a f f  
informed. The two A D C ' s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the  i n i t i a l  two, were 
s t rong  and aggress ive ,  doing t h i n g s ,  c a l l i n g  the  G 2  and t h e  
G3 and g e t t i n g  f a c t s  and i s s u i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Often t h i s  
would be as  a r e s u l t  of coming ou t  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander's 
o f f i c e  with t h i n g s  t o  do which he had t o l d  them t o  do. The 
G 2  and G3 would f requen t ly  go s t r a i g h t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  G3, 
s t r a i g h t  t o  General KOSTER and g e t  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  about 
what t o  do. There was a d i r e c t  chain t h e r e  with t h e  G3 with 
the  A D C ' s  and with General KOSTER, t h a t ' s  t r u e .  

Q Did you f e e l  t h a t  with t h e  depar tu re  of General 
RYDER, f o r  example, and a l s o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  maybe you were 
t ak ing  over from Colonel MUSSER, t h e r e  had been a change 
wi th in  the ADC's  and s o  f o r t h ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was a change i n  t h e  
concept of command and supervis ion  and c o n t r o l  a t  d i v i s i o n  
l e v e l ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  it changed appreciably.  General 
GALLOWAY w a s  much more amiable, l e s s  aggressive.  I d o n ' t  
mean t h a t  i n  a derogatory sense ,  bu t  l e s s  pushy than General 
RYDER. 

Q W e l l  a job changed a t  t h a t  t i m e .  General YOUNG 
moved over  t o  t ake  over ~ e n e r a lRYDER's  job and General 
GALLOWAY moved i n  t o  take over General YOUNG'S job so one 
w a s  o r i e n t e d  p r imar i ly  towards t h e  l o g i s t i c s  a r e a  and admin-
i s t r a t i o n  whereas the  o t h e r  one a t  t h a t  t ime was predominantly 
opera t iona l?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So my ques t ion  i s  again ,  you d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  any--of 
course you w e r e  p a r t  of t h i s  s h i f t  i n  e f f e c t  between your-
s e l f  and Colonel MUSSER and General RYDER's depar tu re ,  YOUNG 
moving up o r  over  t o  take over from General RYDER and then 
Colonel GALLOWAY moved t o  take  over  from him. Perhaps t h e  com-
manding genera l  took a much g r e a t e r  hold than  he had before? . 

A. You're asking me d i d  t h e  commanding genera l  take  ' 
more of a hold than  he had before? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. I t ' s  awfully hard f o r  me t o  d i s c e r n .  General RYDER 
w a s  very s t r o n g  about what ought t o  be done and was o f t e n  con-
vincing t h e  genera l  of what should be done. General KOSTER 
was r e l a t i v e l y  new and General RYDER had been i n  country a l o t  
longer.  ,So I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  genera l  would grow 
i n  confidence and au thor i ty .  

Q How long were you t h e r e  wi th  General RYDER? 

A. I would h a v e ' t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h a t ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  exac t ly  when he l e f t .  

Q. But you were f a m i l i a r  enough wi th  h i s  opera t ion  t o  
know how he func t ions  i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n  wi th  t h e  commanding 
genera l?  

A. To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I was p r e s e n t  many many times 
when t h e r e  w e r e  only t h e  two o r  t h r e e  of them toge the r .  
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MR MACCRATE: Colonel PARSON, we've been t o l d  you sometimes 
kept  var ious  m a t e r i a l s  i n  the  lower right-hand drawer of your 
desk, had some s p e c i a l  f i l e s  i n  t h e r e .  Do you r e c a l l  what 
you kept  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I f o r  y e a r s  have j u s t  taken f o l d e r s  and w r i t t e n  
when some s u b j e c t  comes up, j u s t  w r i t e  across  t h e  top  of t h e  
f o l d e r  t h e  s u b j e c t  matter, maybe nothing more than G 1 ,  G2, G3, 
G 4  o r  whatever by s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  and drop th ings  i n t o  it. I t ' s  
a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I kept  i n  t h a t  drawer carbon copies  of no tes  
t h a t  I wrote. I experimented t h e r e  f o r  a whi le ,  and it wasn ' t  
t oo  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  b u t  I experimented t h e r e  f o r  a while  us ing  
the  l i t t l e  message forms, those a r e  now obso le te .  Remember, 
we learned  how t o  use t h e s e  t h i n g s  about t h i s  b ig  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
sir.  Each l i t t l e  message has t h r e e  copies  t o  it. When you 
wrote a message you p u t  a cardboard under it and you would 
automat ica l ly  have t h e  carbon. 

Q (Interposing.)  Did you ever  have a f o l d e r  t h e r e  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I doubt it very much, s i r ,  because t h a t  would 
have been c l a s s i f i e d ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I kept  anything 
c l a s s i f i e d  i n  my desk a t  a l l .  I r a t h e r  doubt it. 

Q One o t h e r  l i t t l e  admin i s t r a t ive  ma t t e r .  W a s  it 
during your time as ch ie f  of s t a f f  t h a t  a drawer became 
s tuck  i n  t h e  s a f e ?  

A. You r e a l l y  g o t  me with a tough one t h e r e .  I 
c a n ' t  remember a drawer being s tuck  i n  t h e  s a f e .  I t ' s  
poss ib le .  

Q This would have been i n  t h e  SGS's s a f e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h a t ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
that. It could have happened. 

I0: When you depar ted  headquarters  of t h e  America1 
Divis ion and went down t o  your job wi th  CORDS i n  Headquarters,  
MACV, what papers  d i d  you t ake  with you? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I took anything a t  a l l .  I 
t h i n k  I l e f t  behind my l i t t l e  pack of carbon copies  of l i t t l e  
notes  t h a t  I had w r i t t e n  f o r  whatever use they might be t o  my 
successor .  H e  could have disposed of them when he g o t  through 
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with them. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  I took anything,  sir.  

9- Do you have any papers today i n  your possession 
concerning t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  per iod  o r  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I ' v e  looked through my t h i n g s  and I d o n ' t  f i n d  
anything. I '11 make another  thorough search.  

a - It is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you might have some of t h i s  
u n c l a s s i f i e d  VC propaganda, l e t t e r s  and so  f o r t h ,  and I th ink  
it might be advisable  t o  check-- 

A. - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I ' v e  done t h i s ,  s ir .  I t o r e  
my a t t i c  up and looked, b u t  1'11 do t h i s  a l l  over  again.  

I 0: W e l l ,  I ' l l  g ive  you t h i s  oppor tuni ty  t o  ask any 
ques t ions  t h a t  you c a r e  t o  'ask o r  i f  you would l i k e ,  now would 
be t h e  t i m e  f o r  you t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record.  

A. I have no prepared s ta tement ,  s ir ,  nor any ques- 
t i o n s  t h a t  I know how t o  ask.  Anything t h a t  I would say now 
would sound probably m o r a l i s t i c  o r  t r i t e ,  o r  n o t  r i n g  t o  you 
o r  it would sound emotional.  So I ' m  h e s i t a n t  t o  say a l l  t he  
th ings  I want t o  say a t  t h i s  t ime. I only know t h a t  t o  say 
i f  I have e r r e d  i n  connection with t h i s  which has now turned 
o u t  t o  be an awful th ing- -a l l  of t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t u r n  o u t  
t o  be--I'm t a l k i n g  about what happened i n  My Lai .  I f  a l l  of 
t h i s  t u r n s  o u t  t o  be t r u e ,  i f  I have somehow o r  o t h e r  con-
t r i b u t e d  t o  this, it has been i n a d v e r t e n t  because I d o n ' t  l i v e  
l i k e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  cover up. I never have. T h a t ' s  no t  my 
code. T h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  way I was brought up. I f  I say any more 
I ' m  su re  I ' l l  sound l e s s  s i n c e r e  and y o u ' l l  t h i n k  t h a t  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  pu t  on an a c t  o r  something. You understand what 
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  say ,  sir. 

Q Y e s .  

A. From my home l i f e ,  my belonging t o  t h e  Scout move- 
ment, my e n t i r e  l i f e ,  my church a s s o c i a t i o n ,  from my t r a i n i n g  
a t  West P o i n t ,  my r e l i g i o u s  conv ic t ions ,  because I very nea r ly  
went i n t o  t h e  min i s t ry  b e f o r e - I  g o t  my appointment f o r  West 
Poin t ,  and I f e e l  t h a t  I r e t a i n  the  same ded ica t ion  had I gone 
i n t o  t h e  min i s t ry .  A l l  t h i s  adds up t o  m e  t o  f e e l  hones t ,  t o  
f e e l  r i g h t ,  t o  f e e l  I d i d  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I saw a t  t h e  t ime,  t h a t  
I 'm doing t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I can a s  I s e e  it now. I f  I -have e r r e d  
it has been inadver ten t .  I 
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Q. Fine.  This w i l l  be made a ma t t e r  of record ,  b u t  
the  f a c t  s t i l l  does remain t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  d i d  e x i s t  and t h e  
i n c i d e n t  d i d  occur ,  t h e  enormity of which is p r a c t i c a l l y  
beyond my personal  d e s c r i p t i o n .  The f a c t  remains it was n o t  
uncovered by d i v i s i o n .  I t  was n o t  properly i n v e s t i g a t e d  and 
t h a t ' s  why we have t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team looking 
i n t o  it. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q I w i l l  say t o  you i n  c l o s i n g  t h a t  we have provided 
you with these  papers and t h e  l i n e  of ques t ioning .  We've given 
you some cons iderable  information,  some of which you may have 
known and some of which you may n o t  have ever  r e a l i z e d .  Having 
had t h i s  information,  I would l i k e  t o  again r ecau t ion  you t o  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you've been d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes-
timony h e r e  with o t h e r s  inc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses  who have 
appeared be fo re  t h i s  board o r  who may poss ib ly  l a t e r  appear 
before  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Do you have any ques t ions  a t  
t h i s  time? 

A. I w i l l  n o t  d i s c l o s e  any of t h i s  t o  anyone, and 
I ' l l  do everyth ing  wi th in  my power t o  t r y  t o  r e c o l l e c t .  Per-
haps i f  I could go over  t h i s  testimony t h a t ' s  been made to-
day it would help.  

Q We'l l  make it a v a i l a b l e  t o  you, b u t  a t  a l a t e r  
da te .  Perhaps tomorrow af te rnoon o r  t h e  fol lowing day before  
we can have t h e  d r a f t  drawn up on it. 

A. I guess t h a t ' s  a l l  I can say a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  sir. 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1300 hours ,  17 February 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: POWELL, Jamo C. MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Ass i s t an t  Chief of 

S t a f f ,  Americal Division, 20 Mag 1968 to  15 September 1968. 


1. DOCUMENTS I N  THE AMERICAL HEADQUARTERS. 

a. Documents control .  

The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  he d id  no t  recall being 
t r ans fe r red  any papers requi r ing  s p e c i a l  handling upon 
taking over h i s  Americal assignment (pg. 3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  the re  was only one s a f e  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  and t h i s  was 
inventoried by Sergeant F i r s t  Class SAIMONS, h i s  NCO 
(pg. 4 ) .  ~ l l  s e c r e t  and above, c l a s s i f i e d  papers, were 
logged, bu t  t h e r e  was no formal cont ro l  of o ther  documents 
(pg. 5 ) .  The witness t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  the I G  
inspect ion i n  July 1968 the  f i l e s  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  were placed 
i n  order ,  although he d i d  no t  recall discarding any papers 
(pgs. 6 ,  7 )  . The b g s  were a l s o  placed i n  order  (pg. 6 )  . 
Further ,  t h e  witness could not  recall t h e  des t ruc t ion  of 
any c l a s s i f i e d  documents when he w a s  with t h e  ~ m e r i c a l  
Division (pgs. 7 ,  8 ) .  The witness had no explanation f o r  
the  absence of logs covering h i s  period of o f f i c e  (pg. 7 ) .  

b. Handling of t h e  d iv i s ion  commander's papers. 

The d iv i s ion  commander's working papers were i n  the  
cont ro l  of h i s  o f f i c e r  a ide  who took care of t h e i r  secur i ty  
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(pg. 9 ) .  The commander a l s o  had a s tenographer ,  VAN ABLE, 
who took ca re  of h i s  persona l ,  a s  w.ell a s  h i s  o f f i c i a l ,  
correspondence (pgs. 1 0 ,  11). 

c. Reca l l  of p e r t i n e n t  papers.  

The wi tness  opined that i f  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
nad come i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e ,  f o r  e i t h e r  t h e  DC, ADC, o r  t h e  
chief  of s t a f f ,  he would have known of it (pg. 12) . He 
could no t  r e c a l l  ever  having seen HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  
(Exhibi t  R-1)  , o r  e i t h e r  of its inc losu re s  (pgs. 13, 1 4 )  . 
He had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a let ter  from h i s  commander 
d i r e c t i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 1 5 ) .  

2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF AN INCIDENT. 

The witness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he h d  no knowledge of 
any i n c i d e n t  a s  a l l eged  having taken p lace  (pg. 1 6 ) .  
He d i d  no t  recognize  Captain MEDINA (pg. 1 6 ) .  He heard 
nothing,  s o c i a l l y  o r  o f f i c i a l l y ,  of a v i a t i o n  personnel  
confront ing ground t roops  o r  of  the k i l l i n g  of women and 
ch i ld ren  (pgs. 16,  1 7 ) .  

3.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The wi tness  noted t h a t  Major John BEASLEY preceded h i m  
a s  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of s t a f f  and Major Rodney HALLMAN followed 
him (pg. 2 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  -- NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

M-57 I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  w i t n e s s  R e a d  by w i t n e s s .  1 

R- 1 HENDERSON ' s R e p o r t  13,17 
p-
it. 

-

-

-
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1200 hours ,  4 February 
1970.) 

LTG PEERS: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Major Jamo C .  POWELL. 

(MAJ POWELL was c a l l e d  as  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows :) 

RCDR: Major POWELL, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  w i l l  you p lease  s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o rgan iza t ion  
and s t a t i o n .  

A. Major Jamo Cash POWELL, , Student  Detach- 
ment, United S t a t e s  Amy Comand and ~ e n e r a l  S t a f f  College,  F o r t  
Leavenworth, Kansas. 

RCDR: Thank you. 

10:  Major POWELL, on my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert MACCRATE. 
M r .  MACCRATE is  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who h a s  volunteered  h i s  
s e r v i c e s  t o  Sec re ta ry  RESOR t o  assist i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  a l s o  provides l e g a l  counse l  t o  me and o t h e r  
members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel 
ARMSTRONG, who has  been des ignated  by t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  
General WESTMORELAND, as an a s s i s t a n t  i n  this i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
Besides me both M r .  MACCRATE and Colonel ARMSTRONG may address  
ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  af ternoon.  We have o t h e r  groups such 
as t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t ak ing  testimony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I 
w i l l  have t h e  t a s k  of p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a r e p o r t ,  weighing 
the evidence,  and determining t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recommen-
da t ions .  Have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
(Exhibi t  M-57) ? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. 

Q. D o  you understand them? 

A. I understand them, sir. 
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Q Do you have any ques t ions?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Major POWELL, would you i n d i c a t e  your duty ass ign-
ment wi th  t h e  Americal Divis ion ,  any changes of assignment you 
may have had, when you joined,  t h e  approximate d a t e s  of any 
changes of assignment,  and when you terminated your ass ign-
ment wi th  t h e  Americal Divis ion? 

A. Yes, sir. I a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  Americal, I b e l i e v e ,  
on 2 0  May 1968 and was assigned a s  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of s t a f f  
a t  t h a t  t ime, f o r  morning r e p o r t  purposes. Some 2 months o r  
s o  l a t e r ,  it was changed t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  genera l  s t a f f .  
But e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same d u t i e s  were involved. I l e f t  t h e  
Americal and went t o  Headquarters,  MACV i n  Saigon on 15  September 
I b e l i e v e ,  sir.  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Who occupied t h i s  p o s i t i o n  p r i o r  t o  you? 

A. Major John BEASLEY, sir. 

Q John BEASLEY. Who occupied it subsequent t o  your 
depar ture?  

A. Major Rodney HALLMAN. 

Q Major POWELL, t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968 
became a matter of p u b l i c  knowledge about 4 o r  5 months ago, 
t h a t  i s ,  toward t h e  end of September o r  e a r l y  October v i a  t h e  
newspapers, var ious  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  r a d i o  and TV, and s o  on. 
Since t h a t  t ime,  have you had any conversa t ions  with anybody 
from t h e  Americal Divis ion concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  
t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f , t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I have had conversa t ions  wi th  contemporaries,  s i r ,  
no t  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  s o  much a s ,  "Did you know anything 
about it," type  th ing .  I n  o t h e r  words, s t u d e n t s ,  c lassmates  of  
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mine t h a t  happened t o  be a t  t h e  Command and General  S t a f f  Col-
l ege  a t  t h e  t ime. Our d i scuss ions  were always t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  
"Did you know anything about it?" And the a n s w e r  w a s  always 
"NO, I d i d n ' t , "  type  t h i n g ,  i f  t h a t ' s  what you mean, s ir .  

Q Bs. There wasn ' t  any g e t t i n g  i n t o  d e t a i l ,  " W e l l  
what do you remember about i t ?  Do you remember anything about 
i t ? "  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  f i r s t  I heard  about it was when I 
e i t h e r  heard i t  on t e l e v i s i o n  o r  read  it i n  t h e  paper  4 o r  5 
months ago as  you mentioned. It was a complete shock t o  me. 

Q- When you took over  t h i s  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  o f  s t a f f  ' 

o r  s e c r e t a r y  of the  genera l  s t a f f  job from Major BEASLEY, 
were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  handl ing papers  t h a t  were t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  you a t  t h e  time? 

A. None t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q How about papers  i n  an envelope o r  s p e c i a l  papers 
f o r  t h e  commanding genera l  marked "For t h e  commanding genera l ,  
eyes only ,"  o r  anythi,ng of  t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A.  None t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q Did you have any p a r t i c u l a r  group of papers  t h a t  
were handed over  t o  you r e q u i r i n g  s p e c i a l  handl ing  o r  anything 
of t h i s  na tu re?  

A. Pb, sir,  I d o n ' t  remember any a t  a l l .  O f  course 
t h e r e  were f i l e s  t h a t  were t h e r e  t h a t  went from one t o  t h e  
o the r .  There were custodian f i l e s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  this f o r  
the funds t h a t  I was re spons ib le  f o r ,  b u t  I don' t remember any 
s p e c i a l  t h i n g  t h a t  was f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  eyes  a lone  o r  t o  be 
h e l d  f o r  t h e  genera l  o r  anything of  t h i s  na tu re .  

Q Now you had working f o r  you a noncommissioned o f f i c e r ,  
i s  t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes , sir. 
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Q And who was i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  whi le  you w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. Sergeant  F i r s t  Class  Nick SAIMONS. 

Q. How do you s p e l l  t h a t ,  p l ease?  

A.  S-A-I-M-0-N-S, I b e l i e v e ,  sir. I ' m  s u r e  of  t h a t .  
H e ' s  p r e s e n t l y  i n  Alaska. 

Q Was h e  t h e  only  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h a t  job,  o r  was it 
changed whi le  you w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A .  When I g o t  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  on t h e  20th ,  t h e  person 
t h a t  was t h e r e  p r i o r  t o  Sergeant  SAIMONS was t h e r e  only  f o r  
about 2 o r  3 days a f t e r  I got  t h e r e .  He l e f t ,  and I b e l i e v e  
Sergeant  SAIMONS g o t  t h e r e  a day o r  two a f t e r  I d id .  H e  
a c t u a l l y  go t  t o  d i v i s i o n  3 o r  4 days be fo re  I d i d ,  b u t  h e  
was i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r ,  and he  go t  t h e r e  a day o r  s o  
a f t e r  I d i d .  H e  w a s  t h e r e  t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  t h a t  I was t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  man t h a t  preceded SAIMONS? 

A. No, s ir ,  I do n o t  remember h i s  name. 

Q Above and beyond t h a t ,  SAIMONS was wi th  you a l l  t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  you w e r e  t h e r e  up u n t i l  mid-September? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q .  When you took over  t h i s  job,  d i d  you have an i n -
ventory made o f  t h e  f i l e s ?  

A.  ~ o ta formal inven to ry ,  no,  sir.  

Q How many s a f e s  d i d  you have? 

A. W e  had one s a f e ,  s i r ,  i n  my o f f i c e .  I can remember 
one s a f e .  

Q .  And who--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Sergeant  SAIMONS was t h e  one t h a t  
i n v e n t o r i e d  t h a t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge. 
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Q. Y e s .  Now, w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  SAIMONS, d i d  he have a 
l o g  which he maintained f o r  e n t r y  of documents i n t o  t h e  com-
mand s e c t i o n ?  

,: 

A. C l a s s i f i e d  documents, sir,  o r  j u s t  documents? 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  C l a s s i f i e d  documents, y e s ,  sir.  H e  
maintained a l o g  on t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  documents t h a t  came i n .  

Q How about t h e  o t h e r  a c t i o n  papers  t h a t  came i n ?  

A. For o t h e r  papers t h a t  came i n  t h e r e  was no formal 
l o g  t h a t  I can remember. No, sir. 

Q. What l e v e l  of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w e r e  papers  logged? 

A. S e c r e t  and above, sir. 

Q. Not c o n f i d e n t i a l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  I d i d  no t  
pe r sona l ly  handle t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l ,  t h e  s i g n i n g  i n  of 
c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l .  Sergeant  SAIMONS d i d ,  b u t  t o  t h e  b e s t  
of my knowledge, we only s igned f o r  and logged s e c r e t  m a t e r i a l .  

Q. S e c r e t  and above? 

A. S e c r e t  and above, yes ,  s ir .  But we d i d  no t  main-
t a i n  t o p  s e c r e t  documents i n  o u r  s a f e .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  main ta in  t o p  s e c r e t  documents i n  your
s a f e ?  

A. No, sir.  Our o f f i c e  was n o t  a t o p  s e c r e t  depos i tory .  

Q e  Where were t h e  TS documents r e t a i n e d ?  

A. Well, they came i n  and were k e p t  under s u r v e i l l a n c e  
t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  they happened t o  be i n  the command bu i ld ing .  
Someone would come and pick them up from AG o r  whoever had 
brought them o v e r ,  and $hey were taken  back. They d i d n ' t  re-
main i n  t h e  bu i ld ing .  
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9 Did you e v e r  p h y s i c a l l y  s e e  how he was maintaining 
t h a t  log? What d i d  i t  look l i k e ?  

A.  The c l a s s i f i e d  document l o g  is  the  only one I re-
member, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  DA o r  DD Form number, b u t  
i t ' s  t h e  l o g  f o r  logging i n  c l a s s i f i e d  documents, where you 
l i s t  t h e  pages and t h e  t i t l e ,  and s o  f o r t h .  

Q And t h e  number of copies  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Y e s  , sir. Now he maintained another  l o g  which 
Colonel PARSON i n s t i t u e d  sometime a f t e r  I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  dea l -
i n g  with a c t i o n s  coming i n ,  b u t  t h a t  .was a s e p a r a t e  log.  

Q Suspenses ? 

A. A suspense l o g ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q You had an I G  i n s p e c t i o n  along about t h e  middle of  
Ju ly .  Do you recall t h a t ?  

A.  Yes, sir. I remember t h e  I G  i n spec t ion .  

Q Y e s .  I t h i n k  i t  was h e l d  t h e  week of 7 t o  1 4  J u l y .
What happened t o  t h e  f i l e s  dur ing  t h i s  p r e i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Was 
t h e r e  any sea rch ing  through t h e  f i l e s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  excess  
m a t e r i a l s ?  

A .  Not t o  my knowledge, s ir ,  no. 

Q Well, wouldn' t t h a t  be t h e  normal t h i n g  t o  do wi th  
t h e  I G  coming i n ,  t o  have t h e  f i l e s  searched t o  make s u r e  you 
d o n ' t  have a l o t  of papers i n  t h e r e  t h a t  you s h o u l d n ' t  have,  
f o r  example? 

A .  We went through t h e  f i l e s  t o  make s u r e  they  w e r e  
i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  I G ,  i f  t h a t ' s  what you mean, s i r ,  b u t  no t  a s  
a means of covering up anything o r  something e l s e .  

Q I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about covering i t  up, I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about the  I G .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  we checked t h e  forms and t h e  l o g s  and 
what have you t o  make s u r e  t h e  th ings  were en te red  proper ly .  
I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y  we had . a s s i s t a n t s  from d i f f e r e n t  s t a f f s  
come over and look a t  our  paperwork and what have you, yes ,  
sir.  
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Q. What happened t o  t h e  excess  papers  you had? 

A. A s  f a r  as I kaow, s i r ,  w e  d i d n ' t  have any exces s  
paper.  I d o n ' t  remember any exces s  paper  be ing  found as a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p r e i n s p e c t i o n .  

Q W e l l  maybe you can g i v e  me a c l u e  a s  t o  what hap-
pened t o  t h e  l o g s ,  f o r  example. What happened t o  t h e  l o g s  
when h e  had f i n i s h e d  t h e s e ?  Where d i d  he  keep t h e s e  on f i l e ?  
What d i d  h e  do w i t h  them? 

A. Where d i d  Sergeant  SAIMONS keep them, s i r ?  The 
b e s t  I remember, t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  document l o g s  were k e p t  i n  
t h e  s a f e .  A s  f a r  as any l o g s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  suspense  l o g s ,  
I d o n ' t  know o f  any o t h e r  l o g  t h a t  he  k e p t ,  sir .  

Q- Do you know o f  any reason  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime why
t h e r e  a r e  no l o g s  t h e r e ,  cove r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  you were 
t h e r e ,  f o r  example? 

A. Do you mean c l a s s i f i e d  document l o g s ,  s i r ?  

Q. Right .  

A. I can t h i n k  o f  no reason .  They shou ld  be  t h e r e .  

Q. Who se rved  as t h e  o f f i c e r  t o  c e r t i f y  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of t h e  documents? 

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember of fhand .  I d o n ' t  remember. 
I n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of  t h e  command b u i l d i n g  i t s e l f ,  I d o n ' t  
remember. 

Q. What i f  you d i d  have some ex t raneous  c l a s s i f i e d  
papers?  What d i d  you do w i t h  them? Even some s e c r e t  p a p e r s ,  
l e t ' s  s a y ,  o r  some s p e c i a l  c o n f i d e n t i a l  pape r s  t h a t  had been 
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  l o g ?  What would you do f o r  d e s t r u c t i o n ?  

A. I f  t h e y  w e r e  unneeded, unnecessary ,  t hey  would be  
des t royed ,  I would imagine,  s i r ,  wi th  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f f i c e r  
and c e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c e r  and what have you. I c a n ' t  remember 
any t i m e  when any were des t royed .  I c a n ' t  p e r s o n a l l y  remember 
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having seen  any d e s t r o y e d  o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  any t o  b e  des-
t r o y e d  a t  a l l .  I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  w e  d i d  n o t  have any 
s e c r e t  documents i n  t h e  s a f e .  

Q .What w a s  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  your  o p e r a t i o n a l  
o r d e r s  when you i s s u e d  them? 

A. The tact ical  o p e r a t i o n s  o r d e r s ,  s i r ?  I b e l i e v e  
t h e y  w e r e  s e c r e t ,  s ir .  

Q You d i d n ' t  have any o f  t h o s e  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  

A. W e  d i d n ' t  normally keep them i n  t h e r e .  No, sir.  
They u s u a l l y  came i n  and w e r e  n o t  k e p t  on f i l e .  

Q What about  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i l e s  of t h e  commanding
gene ra l ?  Where w e r e  t hey  k e p t ?  

A. I do n o t  know where h i s  p e r s o n a l  f i l e s  w e r e  k e p t ,  
sir.  W e l l ,  I t a k e  it back,  i n  one of  t h e  drawers o f  t h e  s a f e .  
H i s  a i d e  could  t a k e  t h i n g s  i n  and o u t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e .  
A t  t h e  c l o s e  of  the day h i s  e n l i s t e d  o r  o f f i c e r  a i d e  would 
p u t  them i n  one o f  t h e  drawers .  That  was t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  s a f e .  
I t  w a s ,  from my unde r s t and ing ,  what w a s  on t o p  of  h i s  desk a t  
n i g h t .  

Q. Who w a s  h i s  a i d e  when you f i r s t  took ove r?  

A. Capta in  DICKENS w a s .  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  DICKENS who 
w a s  h i s  s e n i o r  a i d e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  H i s  j u n i o r  a i d e  w a s  a Lieu-
t e n a n t  CAMPBELL. 

Q Where d i d  h e  work? 

A. L i e u t e n a n t  CAMPBELL? L i e u t e n a n t  CAMPBELL a c t u a l l y  
occupied a desk b e s i d e  mine i n  my o f f i c e .  H i s  primary job 
w a s  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  m e s s  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  

Q. Did h e  have any th ing  t o  do w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  papers?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. 
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Q W e l l ,  an i n d i v i d u a l  such as  t h e  commanding genera l
has two d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of  papers .  He w i l l  have h i s  own per-
sona l  l e t t e r s  and t h i n g s ,  which a r e  s t r i c t l y  of a personal  
na ture .  You might c a l l  those  p r i v a t e  papers .  H e  has  o t h e r  
l e t t e r s  which he w i l l  exchange w i t h ,  l e t ' s  say  the  commanding 
o f f i c e r  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. He may have an exchange of correspondence with I11 
MAF, o r  t h e r e  a r e  a v a r i e t y  of  people he  could be w r i t i n g  t o ,  
and rece iv ing  correspondence from. This is  n o t  p r i v a t e .  This 
genera l ly  g e t s  i n t o  somewhat t h e  o f f i c i a l  ve in .  So I would 
not  v i s u a l i z e  t h a t  those  would be f i l e d  wi th  p r i v a t e  papers.  
Now how were those handled? 

A. Well, i f  I can g i v e  you a l i t t l e  background, I d i d  
not  work d i r e c t l y  f o r  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l .  I was working 
f o r  Colonel PARSON, t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  The genera l  had an 
e n l i s t e d  s tenographer  who handled a l l  of  h i s  correspondence 
as  f a r  a s  t h e  typing  and what have you. 

Q- What was h i s  name? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s ir .  He was SP5,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember h i s  name. I f  I had t h e  name, I could probably re-
member it, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember i t  offhand,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE : Was i t  VAN ABLE? 

A .  VAN ABLE, yes ,  sir. S p e c i a l i s t  VAN ABLE. 

Q. Was he t h e r e  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  pe r iod  t h a t  you w e r e  
t h e r e  and l e f t ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  he l e f t  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  I l e f t .  I would 
say he was t h e r e  approximatly 3 months dur ing  t h e  time t h a t  I 
was t h e r e .  He was t h e r e  when I g o t  t h e r e .  

I0 : H e  was a l ready i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  H e  was a l ready i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  

Q. So he would have been t h e r e  u n t i l  sometime perhaps
i n  ~ u g u s t ?  
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A .  
r e a  
l e f  

Perhaps ,  s i r ,  J u l y ,  August,  o r  September. I c a n ' t  
.Sly remember e x a c t l y  when he  l e f t ,  b u t  I do know t h a t  h e  
't b e f o r e  I d i d .  Y e s ,  he l e f t  b e f o r e  I d i d .  

Q Do you know when h e  jo ined t h e  headqua r t e r s?  

A. N O ,  s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q What w a s  t h e  name o f  Colonel  PARSON'S s t enographe r?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s ir .  I t  was a blonde-headed young 
man. I can ' t  remember what h i s  name was though. H e  w a s  a SP4. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  VAN ABLE? Was he able t o  t a k e  
d i c t a t i o n ?  

A. I never  s a w  him t a k e  d i c t a t i o n .  I assume h e  cou ld ,  
s ir .  H e  w a s  supposed t o  be  a s t enographe r ,  a t r a i n e d  s teno-
grapher .  

Y e s .  How abou t  t h i s  o t h e r  who worked f o r  ColonelQ 
PARSON? 

A. I b e l i e v e  h e  could t a k e  d i c t a t i o n ,  s ir ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  
swear t o  t h a t .  I t h i n k  h e  could.  I ' m  s u r e  he  w a s  a t r a i n e d  
s t enographe r  t oo .  

Q What w a s  t h e  name o f  t h e  s t e n o  f o r  General  YOUNG? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  name, sir. 

Q Now i f  you w e r e  t h e r e  on 20 May, you w e r e  t h e r e  a t  
t h e  t i m e  o f  General  KOSTER's d e p a r t u r e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Also be ing  i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of  t h e  SGS o r  t h e  assis-
t a n t  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  you probably had something t o  do w i t h  
g e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  h i s  papers  a t  t h e  t ime o f  h i s  d e p a r t u r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, 
VAN ABLE k e p t  a l l  o f  h i s  pape r s .  Other  t han  what t h e  a i d e s  
b rought  i n  i n  t h e  evening and p u t  i n  t h e  s a f e  i n  t h e  drawer 
w e  had r e se rved  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  and t a k i n g  them o u t  i n  t h e  
morning, I had no th ing  t o  do w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  papers  t h a t  
I can remember. 
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Q e  Where d i d  VAN ABLE keep h i s  papers? 

A. VAN ABLE had some f i l i n g  cab ine t s  i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  
which was ad jo in ing  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e .  I assume he 
kept  them t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know. Anything t h a t  would have been 
c l a s s i f i e d  he could have brought i n  and put  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
drawer and my s a f e .  

Q. Any form of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l  or-- . 
A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir.  This  is  an assumption on 
my p a r t .  That was more o r  less t h e  po l i cy ,  t h a t  anything c l a s s -  
i f i e d  would be i n  t h e  s a f e  a t  n i g h t .  

Q. When you'd go i n  and p ick  up t h e s e  papers from t h e  
g e n e r a l ' s  desk,  f o r  example-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  This  I never d i d ,  sir. I never picked 
up papers from General KOSTER o r  General GETTYS' desk. 

Q. Was Captain ROBERTS t h e r e  a t  anytime during your 
tour?  Captain ROBERTS had been General KOSTER's  a ide .  

A. No, s i r ,  he  was no t  t h e r e  while  I was t h e r e .  Cap-
t a i n  DICKENS was t h e r e  when I go t  t h e r e .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about General KOSTER's .  
personal  papers  a t  a l l ,  g e t t i n g  th ings  o u t  from SAIMONS and 
s o  f o r t h ,  g e t t i n g  toge the r  papers ,  c l a s s i f i e d  papers and 
t r a n s f e r r i n g  these?  

A. No, s i r .  I do not .  I do n o t  remember handl ing any 
of General KOSTER's papers .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  VAN ABLE was very 
good; he was very capable t o  s t a r t  wi th .  H e  was r e a l l y  General 
KOSTER's right-hand man a s  f a r  a s  admin i s t r a t ion  went, and I 
worked more f o r  t h e  chief  of s t a f f .  

Q. W e l l  now, t e l l  me j u s t  what d id  you do? What was 
your job then ,  i n  t h e  headquarters?  
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A .  Well, it was p r imar i ly  t o  handle correspondence as  
i t  came i n ,  and r o u t e  it where it needed t o  go w i t h i n  the  com-
mand bui ld ing .  I was respons ib le  f o r  t h e  superv i s ion  of t h e  
e n l i s t e d  personnel  i n  t h e  command b u i l d i n g ,  a r a t h e r  rout ine-
type supervis ion .  I was respons ib le  f o r  meeting, g r e e t i n g ,  
and b i l l e t i n g ,  and what have you, the  VIP's t h a t  might a r r i v e  
a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar te r s ,  and th ings  of t h i s  na tu re .  

Q You d i d n ' t  have a  pro tocol  o f f i c e r ?  

A .  I ieu tenant  CAMPBELL was probably what you would 
c a l l  our  pro tocol  o f f i c e r ,  i f  anyone was. 

Q Well, i f  any paper had come i n t o  t h e  headquar ters ,
before  i t  would go t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  o r  b e f o r e  i t  would 
go t o  anybody i n  t h e  command s e c t i o n ,  your job was t o  review 
t h i s ,  t o  recommend t o  t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  on 
i t  and s o  on? 

A .  Es, sir ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s ir .  I t  came t o  Sergeant  
SAIMONS f i r s t .  I n  genera l  terms,  everything came t o  me from 
Sergeant  SAIMONS, unless  i t  was something t h a t  was j u s t  very 
r o u t i n e  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  need t o  s e e ,  t h a t  he knew where i t  needed 
t o  go. 

Q I f  a r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  came i n ,  would you
have seen i t ?  

A .  I t h i n k  I would have. Yes, sir .  

Q I f  it was be ing  looked a t  by Colonel PARSON, by t h e  
commanding genera l ,  o r  poss ib ly  by one o r  both o f  the  A D C ' s ,  
would you probably have seen  i t ?  

A .  I th ink  I ,would have. Yes, s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  coming down t o  t h i s  pe r iod ,  about t h e  t i m e  
you took over  i n  May, do you r e c a l l  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
which probably c o n s i s t e d  of 4 o r  5 pages t h a t  had 15 o r  20 o r  
poss ib ly  even as  many a s  2 5  s ta tements  , sworn s ta tements  , 
a t t ached  t o  i t  as  i n c l o s u r e s ?  

A, No, sir. I d i d  no t .  

Q Which came from t h e  11th  Brigade, probably wi th  an 
indorsement by t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 
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A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember any such i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
The only i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  I can remember a r e  a i r c r a f t  in-
v e s t i g a t i o n s  and a r t i l l e r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  which were of a 
r e l a t i v e l y  minor na tu re  t h a t  came across  my desk. Those a r e  
t h e . o n l y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q* I have he re  a document, Exh ib i t  R-1,  which i s  n o t  
the  document which I a l luded t o  b e f o r e ,  b u t  another  document. 
I t ' s  da ted  2 4  Apr i l .  I t ' s  addressed t o  t h e  Commanding General ,  
America1 Divis ion from t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r  , 11th  Brigade. 
I show you t h i s  document and ask i f  you saw this a t  anytime, 
t h i s  page and a h a l f ,  w i t h i n  t h e  headquar ters  of t h e  Americal 
~ i v i s i o n ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I do n o t  remember s e e i n g  this, al though 
i t ' s  been 18 months, and I c a n ' t  swear t h a t  I d i d  n o t  s e e  
it. But I c e r t a i n l y  do n o t  remember s e e i n g  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  wi th  what you've i n d i c a t e d  be fo re ,  t h a t  you
d i d n ' t  s e e  any r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i -
dent  r e p o r t s  o r  th ings  of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  i f  you would have seen  
t h i s ,  having read  what you've r ead ,  even though you perused 
it r a t h e r  r a p i d l y ,  you would have undoubtedly remembered i t ,  
would you n o t ?  

A.  May I have a l i t t l e  more t ime t o  read  i t ,  s i r ?  
----.

8 Y e s .  

A. I t h i n k  i f  I had read it, and i f  I read  paragraph 4 ,  
which t a l k e d  about t h e  400 t o  500  c i v i l i a n  f i g u r e ,  i t  would 
s t i c k  i n  my mind, and i t  does n o t  s t i c k  i n  my mind a t  a l l ,  no,  
sir.  

Q. Now, go t o  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e ,  da ted  1 4  A p r i l ,
"Statement." I ' d  ask you t o  read  t h a t  and s e e  i f  you've e v e r  
seen  t h i s  paper ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h i s  form o r  with a s i g n a t u r e  down 
a t  t h e  bottom? 

A. No, s ir ,  I do no t  remember e v e r  s e e i n g  anything on 
t h i s  one e i t h e r .  
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Q. Now I ' l l  ask you t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  second i n c l o s u r e ,  
which c o n s i s t s  of two pages,  and ask i f  you've e v e r  seen t h a t  
p i e c e  of paper? A s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  the  cover memorandum, t h i s  
i s  a p iece  o f  VC propaganda, b u t  i t ' s  n o t  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  
memorandum . t h a t  t h i s  is a VC broadcas t  t h a t  was i n t e r c e p t e d  
and then ,  of course ,  taken down and t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English 
i n  this form. W e  know t h a t  copies  of t h i s ,  s e p a r a t e l y ,  i n  
t h i s  form, went t o  headquar ters  of t h e  Americal Divis ion.  
For t h e  record ,  l e t ' s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Exhib i t  R-1  was r e f e r r e d  
t o  Major POWELL. 

A. I ' v e  never  seen  t h a t ,  sir. 

Q I have h e r e ,  Major POWELL, another  e x h i b i t ,  M - 3 4 ,  
da ted  11 A p r i l  1968, which i s  a memorandum from t h e  d i s t r i c t  , 

c h i e f  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  province chief  of Quang Ngai 
Province.  I show you t h i s  document. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  
the  o r i g i n a l  Vietnamese i s  on t h e  second page. What you see 
h e r e  is t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  of  it. We a l s o  know t h a t  a 
copy of a t  l e a s t  t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  was i n  headquar ters  
o f  t h e  Americal Divis ion ,  s o  I would l i k e  t o  know from you 
whether o r  n o t  you saw t h i s  paper and when and where you s a w  
it. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember e v e r  see ing  t h i s  e i t h e r ,  sir. 

Q Now you s e e  h e r e  I have two documents f o r  you. One 
document i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  Would t h i s  have been e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  l o g  maintained by Sergeant  SAIMONS? 

A. To the  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, he would n o t  have 
e n t e r e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  g ive  you a f l a t  "yes" 
o r  "no", bu t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he e n t e r e d  anything o t h e r  than  
s e c r e t  o r  h igher .  

Q Well, I w a s  concerned n o t  s o  much about t h e  c l a s s i -
f i c a t i o n  as  t h e  a c t u a l  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r ;  the  f a c t  t h a t  h e r e  is 
somet h i n g  of cons iderable  importance. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- . I r r e s p e c t i v e  of t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  . 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q S i m i l a r l y ,  t h i s ,  a s  you w i l l  s e e  it, has no c l a s s i -
f i c a t i o n ,  even i n  Vietnamese on it, and a s  a consequence, t h e  
~ n g l i s ht r a n s l a t i o n  i s  no t  c l a s s i f i e d .  Now i t  is poss ib le  
t h a t  when t h i s  was t r ansmi t t ed  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i ;: may have 
been t r ansmi t t ed  w i t h  l e t ' s  say  a  c l a s s i f i e d  indorsement o r  
forwarding memo providing t h i s .  This we  a r e  n o t  s u r e  of a t  
the moment. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember see ing  i t ,  I 
r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  

Q W e l l ,  l e t  me ask you one o t h e r  ques t ion .  Do you
r e c a l l  s ee ing  a l e t t e r  which had been prepared by t h e  command-
i n g  genera l  t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  l l t h  Brigade in -
d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he had received an a l l e g a t i o n  from t h e  comrnand-
ing  o f f i c e r  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion? CG,  2d ARVN repor ted  
t h a t  he had received information t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  A m e r i -
cans had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of  women and ch i ld ren  i n  Son 
My Vi l l age  about the  middle of March, and t h e  CG,  America1 
Divis ion d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  l l t h  B r i -
gade conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. NO, sir.  

Q You never  saw t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. I f  I could say something, when t h i s  t h i n g  
f i r s t  came up on t e l e v i s i o n ,  my f i r s t  comment t o  my wife  was, 
t h a t  I thought  t h i s  couldn' t have happened, because even though 
I g o t  t h e r e  supposedly 2 months l a t e r ,  rumor, i f  nothing else, 
would've made m e  aware of it. I j u s t  had abso lu te ly  no know-
ledge.  Tha t ' s  why I f e e l  assured  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  these  docu-
ments, because I ' m  s u r e  it would have rung a b e l l .  A s  a mat-
t e r  of f a c t ,  my f i r s t  comment was one of t h e  reasons i t  c o u l d n ' t  
happen i s  because young American s o l d i e r s  d o n ' t  go  o u t  and 
shoot  c h i l d r e n  and women. This  was my thought.  Reading t h i s  
where it t a l k s  about t h e  women and c h i l d r e n ,  I f e e l  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  I would've remembered it i f  I ' d  have read  it. And I ' m  
s u r e  I never read  it. 

Q e  W e l l ,  t h i s  is why we ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  c i t e  f o r  you cer-
t a i n  t h i n g s ,  t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  d o e s n ' t  f i t  i n  someplace, t o  g e t  
some memory gears  going. 
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Q Now speaking of t h e s e  so-cal led rumors and t h i n g s
t h a t  you j u s t  mentioned, d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  i n  your o f f i c i a l  
capaci ty  o r  i n  an u n o f f i c i a l  capac i ty ,  l e t ' s  say i n  the  mess, 
a t  a b a r ,  e i t h e r  a s t a t ement ,  comment, o r  overhearing some-
body mention t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a warrant  o f f i c e r  of t h e  123d had 
repor ted  through channels t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he had observed 
t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of women and chi ldren?  

A. No, sir.  I never did.  

Q Did you ever  h e a r  of a conf ron ta t ion  which took 
p lace  between a v i a t i o n  elements ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  the  123d, and 
a ground element,  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  machineguns of t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  were t r a i n e d  on t h e  ground fo rces?  

A. No, sir.  I never d id .  

Q You were t h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  when Captain MEDINA 
joined t h e  G3 s e c t i o n  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

A. From see ing  Captain MEDINA on t e l e v i s i o n ,  I d o n ' t  
recognize him. My t r a v e l s  i n t o  t h e  G3 s e c t i o n  were very r a r e ,  
and I d o n ' t  remember him as  a G 3  b r i e f e r .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  he 
was. That would have been my main con tac t  wi th  him,. i f  he 
had been a G3 b r i e f e r .  I don' t recognize him from see ing  him 
on t e l e v i s i o n .  

Q Well t h a t ' s  f i n e ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  of t h e  ma t t e r  is ,  
he  was a G3 b r i e f e r .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q And he came i n ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e ,  b u t  
I b e l i e v e  i t  was sometime i n  J u l y  o r  August, sometime i n  there. 
H e  was a l s o  one of t h e  b r i e f e r s  t h a t  b r i e f e d  t h e  command sec-
t i o n  i n  the  morning, n o t  everyday, b u t  p e r i o d i c a l l y .  

A. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g .  The evening 
b r i e f i n g  was t h e  only  one I was i n  on. The morning b r i e f i n g  
was a c l a s s i f i e d  b r i e f i n g  of  a na tu re  t h a t  I couldn '  t l i s t e n  
t o .  
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Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h e  c h a p l a i n s  o r  t h e  S5 o r  any-
body t a l k  about  hav ing  r ece ived  a r e p o r t  o f  unnecessary k i l l -  
i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  o r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  
any th ing  t h a t  may have r e f e r r e d  t o ,  p o s s i b l y ,  t h a t  some women 
and c h i l d r e n  may have been k i l l e d ?  

A. No, sir.  I never  d id .  

Q =  Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  any th ing  about  burn ing  hootches  
o r  burn ing  v i l l a g e s  o r  k i l l i n g  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. No, s ir .  I t h i n k  I probably w a s  aware even b e f o r e  
I went t o  Vietnam t h a t  t h i s  went on ,  t o  move people  from one 
area t o  a n o t h e r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember anyone e v e r  mentioning 
it dur ing  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  

Q. W e l l ,  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  what i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as 
r e l o c a t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I ' m  n o t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h a t .  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember any th ing  l i k e  burn ing  houses 
o r  k i l l i n g  l i v e s t o c k  j u s t  t o  h a r r a s s  people ,  I d o n ' t  remember 
anyone e v e r  s ay ing  t h a t .  

Q . M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Major POWELL, when you f i r s t  examined E x h i b i t  
R-1,  t h e  f i r s t  two pages o f  t h e  document, you s a i d  you c a n ' t  
swear t h a t  you had n o t  seen t h a t  b e f o r e .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask  you 
now, are you prepared  t o  swear t h a t  you a t  no t i m e  s a w  t h a t  
two-page r e p o r t  i n  any form? 

A. S i r ,  I can swear t h a t  I do n o t  remember s e e i n g  t h e  
document. A tremendous amount o f  paperwork came ove r  my desk 
d a i l y ,  and I d i d n ' t  have t i m e  i n  a l l  c a s e s  t o  r e a d  eve ry th ing .  
I t h i n k  my s t a t e m e n t  was, i f  I had r ead  t h i s ,  I f e e l  t h a t  para-  
graph 4 would have caught  my a t t e n t i o n .  
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Q I t  i s n ' t  a  ques t ion  of paragraph 4 ca tch ing  your
a t t e n t i o n .  That whole document i s  of a kind t h a t  i f  you saw 
it, you saw it. I t ' s  a r e p o r t  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made by t h e  
commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  11 th  Brigade t o  t h e  commanding 
genera l  of t h e  America1 Divis ion.  You e i t h e r  know when you've 
seen a r e p o r t  of t h a t  s o r t  o r  you d o n ' t .  I t ' s  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  
t o  m e .  

A.  Well, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I never saw t h i s  
r e p o r t .  

Q. Who was t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  when you became t h e  
s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  genera l  s t a f f ?  

A .  He was t h e r e  f o r  no t  too  long a f t e r  I go t  t h e r e .  
I would know h i s  name i f  you mentioned i t ,  sir.  

9. Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. Colonel HOLLADAY, yes ,  sir.  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel HOLLADAY 
coming i n t o  your o f f i c e  and asking  t o  examine any r e p o r t s  o r  
being shown any r e p o r t s  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. Now do you mean along t h i s  l i n e ?  

Q. Along any l i n e .  

A. I t h i n k  he  may have come i n  on maybe an a i r c r a f t  
acc ident  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t .  I c a n ' t  remember a s p e c i f i c  
i n s t a n c e  where he d id .  I do know t h a t  he came i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  
in f requen t ly .  I c a n ' t  remember him ever  coming i n  f o r  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  one. I f  he d i d  come i n  t o  ask about any r e p o r t  
t h a t  I can remember, it was about an a i r c r a f t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
r e p o r t .  

Q Well do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  him coming i n  
and--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember him coming 
i n  and asking abont any r e p o r t .  

Q - O r  h i s  be ing  shown any r e p o r t s ?  
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m, sir.  

Q W e  were asking you be fo re  about t h e  ind iv idua l  who 
was working i n  headquarters .  Do you r e c a l l  a s p e c i a l i s t  by 
t h e  name of HILL? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

a. For whom d i d  he work? 

A. Well, we had two o r  t h r e e  s tenographers  ou t  t h e r e ,  
s e c r e t a r i e s ,  and we weren 't r e a l  s u r e .  H e  worked f o r  both 
Colonel PARSON and General YOUNG, and General COOKSEY when 
General COOKSEY came i n .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  HILL w a s  considered 
t o  be Colonel PARSON'S s e c r e t a r y .  

Q. When General YOUNG, f o r  a temporary per iod  i n  June 
1968 became t h e  commanding genera l ,  who k e p t  General YOUNG'S 
papers  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I am n o t  s u r e  i f  it was HILL. W e  a l s o  brought an-
o t h e r  s e r g e a n t  i n  who, as  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  took over  a s  NCOIC 
of t h e  command bu i ld ing .  That was Sergeant  SAIMONS . He was, 
f o r  a s h o r t  pe r iod  of t ime,  a s e c r e t a r y  f o r  one of  t h e  genera l s .  
I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e  whether he was working f o r  General 
YOUNG a t  t h a t  time o r  no t .  I f  I can go back,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
t h a t  VAN ABLE was the  one t h a t  I ' m  th ink ing  of as being General 
KOSTER's s e c r e t a r y  now. I &ink VAN ABLE was t h e  s tenographer  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  f o r  one of t h e  A D C ' s .  I th ink  
i t  was another  man t h a t  was General KOSTER's s e c r e t a r y .  Well, 
VAN ABLE d i d ,  too .  VAN ABLE moved down and,, af  t e r  General GETTYS 
g o t  t h e r e ,  worked f o r  General GETTYS. But i t ' s  t h e  predecessor  
t o  VAN ABLE t h a t  I ' m  th ink ing  of t h a t  was more o r  l e s s  t h e  p r i -
v a t e  sec'retary t o  General KOSTER. And h i s  name h a s n ' t  been 
mentioned y e t  . 
Q. When d i d  VAN ABLE become General KOSTER's s e c r e t a r y ?  
Did he  a t  anytime? * 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  he was e v e r  General  KOSTER's s e c r e t a r y .  
I t h i n k  it was a f t e r  General GETTYS g o t  t h e r e .  General KOSTER 
l e f t  l e s s  than  2 weeks, I t h i n k ,  a f t e r  I g o t  t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  h i s  s tenographer ,  t h e  one I was r e f e r r i n g  t o  f i r s t ,  was 
t h e r e  the e n t i r e  pe r iod  General  KOSTER was t h e r e .  A s  a ma t t e r  
of f a c t ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  c e r t a i n  of  t h a t .  

APP T-314 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. Do you remember a man by t h e  name o f  HERRIS? 

A. HERRIS w a s ,  Sergeant  HERRIS, SFC o r  E-6, s i r ?  

Q Y e s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  one t h a t  took over  from Sergeant  
SAIMONS. And h e  was t h e  one t h a t  was k ind  of  an i n t e r i m  secre-
t a r y  i n  t h e  middle p a r t  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  where t h e  A D C ' s  were 
l o c a t e d ,  and where General  YOUNG s t a y e d  i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  H e  
may have been General  YOUNG'S s t enographe r  du r ing  t h a t  t i m e ,  
o r  it may have been HILL. HILL k ind  o f  worked f o r  bo th  
Colonel  PARSON and General  YOUNG. So t h a t  t h e  t w o  i n d i v i -
d u a l s  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  Colonel  PARSON and General  YOUNG would 
b e  HILL and HERRIS? 

A. HILL and HERRIS and VAN ABLE, i n i t i a l l y .  VAN ABLE 
w a s  a l s o  a s e c r e t a r y  f o r  t h e  A D C ' s  and Colonel  PARSON, t h a t  
group of  t h r e e  peop le ,  u n t i l  VAN ABLE went t o  become General  
GETTYS1-secretary when t h e  SP5 t h a t  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f ,  whose 
name I c a n ' t  remember, l e f t .  The one t h a t  w a s  General  KOSTER's 
s e c r e t a r y .  

Q. . Now do you r e c a l l  ano the r  i n d i v i d u a l  by t h e  names 
o f  James JOHNSON? 

A. Offhand, no, sir.  

Q W e  unders tand  h e  w a s  a c l e r k  a t  t h e  command bu i ld -
i n g  du r ing  1968. 

A. The name d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q Rocky IFFRON , I-F-F-R-0-N. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. H e  g o t  t h e r e  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  I l e f t .  I 
c a n ' t  remember whether  h e  w a s  a s e c r e t a r y  o r  a d r i v e r  r i g h t  
now. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  a man t h a t  w a s  c a l l e d  D i e t e r .  Actu-
a l l y  ~ i e t e ri s  h i s  f i r s t  name, D-i-e-t-e-r. H e  seems t o  have 
g e n e r a l l y  been r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  D i e t e r .  H i s  l a s t  name was WIND-
HOVEN . 
A. N o ,  sir. The name d o e s n ' t  sound f a m i l i a r .  

Q. But you c a n ' t  recall  t h e  name o f  General  KOSTER's 
s e c r e t a r y ?  

* 
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A. N o ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  This  was t h e  one t h a t  I was i n -
d i c a t i n g  t h a t  k e p t  h i s  personal  records .  I f  anyone kep t  h i s  
pe r sona l  r ecords ,  it was t h i s  young man. I t  seems l i k e  it 
s t a r t e d  w i t h  an "S",  but I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

10: Did t h i s  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  you were i n d i c a t i n g  take  
over  from SAIMONS as your admin i s t r a t ive  NCO? 

A. HERRIS? Y e s ,  sir.  HERRIS took over from SAIMONS. 

MR MACC.RATE : Had LOFTIS a r r i v e d ?  

A. Oh, I ' m  s o r r y ,  LOFTIS. LOFTIS is t h e  one t h a t  
took over  from SAIMONS, and LOFTIS i s  t h e  one t h a t  came i n  
and was t h e  s e c r e t a r y .  An E-6. 

Q. A r e  you s u r e  t h a t  HERRIS was n o t  General KOSTER1s 
s e c r e t a r y ?  

A. The name d o e s n ' t  sound r i g h t ,  b u t  I know HERRIS 
from somewhere i n  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  and I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any o t h e r  
p lace .  Perhaps i t  was HERRIS t h a t  was General KOSTER's sec-
r e t a r y .  He had been i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  a s  I understand it, f o r  
a long t ime a s  h i s  s e c r e t a r y .  

Q - The man who was t h e r e ,  y o u ' r e  n o t  s u r e  it was HERRIS 
b u t  t h e  one who occupied t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  s e c r e t a r y  
s l o t .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  and I th ink  it was HERRIS. I th ink  it 
was HERRIS. I th ink  t h a t  w a s  h i s  name, and he was replaced 
by VAN ABLE. 

Q Now d i d  Colonel PARSON have any f i l e s  t h a t  he kep t  
i n  h i s  own o f f i c e ?  

A .  H e  may have had some f i l e s  i n  h i s  desk,  b u t  I 
never went through them c r  anything l i k e  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  know 
what he had i n  t h e  way of  personal  f i l e s .  H e  never gave me 
anything i n  personal  f i l e s  t o  p u t  i n  t h e  s a f e  f o r  him o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q Did he have a drawer i n  your s a f e  t h e  same way 
t h a t  t h e  commanding genera l  d id?  

A. N o ,  sir. 
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Q I f  he had anything t h a t  he wanted kep t  secure ,  he 
would give i t  t o  you? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  o r  t o  Sergeant SAIMONS. Normally Sergeant  
SAIMONS c lea red  o f f  Colonel PARSON 's desk. 

Q. Now Colonel PARSON l e f t  before  you d i d ,  d i d  he not?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  about a month before  I d id .  

Q. When you l e f t ,  you repor ted  t o  headquar ters ,  MACV? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. What was your p o s i t i o n  t h e r e ?  

A. I was a p lans  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  p lans  and programs d i rec -
t o r a t e  of CORDS. 

Q You worked t h e r e  with Colonel PARSON? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Did you r e t a i n  a common r e l a t i o n  t o  him i n  CORDS 
t h a t  you had had wi th  him when he  was t h e  chief  of  s t a f f ?  
In  o t h e r  words, were you a s s i s t i n g  him a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, s ir .  Colonel PARSON was t h e  ch ie f  of  a d i v i -
s i o n ,  a p lans  and programs d i r e c t o r .  He had an execut ive  
o f f i c e r ,  and then t h e r e  were two subdiv is ion  c h i e f s .  

Q. When Colonel PARSON l e f t  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  d i d  you
a s s i s t  i n  t h e  ga ther ing  of  h i s  papers? 

A .  I probably d id .  I d o n ' t  remember doing it as  such. 
But I helped him i n  any way I could,  and I probably a s s i s t e d  
him i n  t h a t  a l so .  I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  g e t t i n g  h i s  
papers  f o r  him o r  anything. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  he lp ing  ,him c lean  
o u t  h i s  desk a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I t h i n k  I d i d  h e l p  c lean  o u t  h i s  desk. 
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  what d i s p o s i t i o n  w a s  made o f  papers
taken  o u t  o f  h i s  desk a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, s i r ,  o t h e r  t han  t o  g i v e  him h i s  p a p e r s ,  t h e  
ones  t h a t  h e  wanted. 

Q. Did you h e l p  package o r  have packaged f o r  him cer -
t a i n  papers  and then  t h e r e  were o t h e r s  t h a t  he l e f t  behind? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember h e l p i n g  package any papers  f o r  
him, sir.  H e  took eve ry th ing .  Nothing was s e n t  on a f t e r  him 
a f t e r  h e  l e f t .  H e  took e v e r y t h i n g  wi th  him. I j u s t  r e a l l y  
d o n ' t  remember t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  c l e a n i n g  o u t  t h e  desk.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  who succeeded him as c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ?  

A. E i t h e r  Colonel  T I X I E R  o r  Colonel  LAWRENCE as an 
i n t e r i m  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f .  They w e r e  bo th  a c t i n g  c h i e f s  of 
s t a f f  a t  one t ime o r  ano the r  du r ing  Colonel  PARSON'S absence.  
I t h i n k  Colonel  T I X I E R  i s  t h e  one t h a t  came i n  immediately 
a f t e r  Colonel  PARSON. 

Q That  i s  ou r  i n fo rma t ion .  And you a c t e d  a s  h i s  
a s s i s t a n t  f o r  a p e r i o d  of--

A. Approximately 3 weeks, 4 weeks, s ir .  

Q. Before  you l e f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

I 0  : When you s a y  Colonel  LAWRENCE, y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
Colonel  JONES? 

A. Colonel  JONES, excuse m e .  

Q. W e l l ,  w e ' r e  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  you coming i n ,  Major 
POWELL. I would a s k ,  based upon o u r  l i n e  o f  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  t h a t  
i f  any of t h e s e  t hough t s  come t o  mind a f t e r  you l e a v e  h e r e  a t  
any t ime ,  we would l i k e  you t o  g e t  i n  touch  wi th  t h i s  o f f i c e  
because w e  a r e  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h i s  s t o r y  p i e c e  by p i e c e .  W e  
have most o f  t h e  p i e c e s ,  b u t  w e  s t i l l  l a c k  a few l i t t l e  b r i d -
ges  i n  h e r e  from p l a c e  t o  p l a c e ,  and you may p o s s i b l y  have 

23 APP T-314 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


j u s t  the  t h i n g  w e  need. I t  may seem i n s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  you, 
but  which i n  f a c t  may be q u i t e  important  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  in -  
v e s t i g a t i o n  is concerned. I f  any of t h i s  does come i n t o  mind, 
p l e a s e  g e t  i n  touch with t h i s  o f f i c e .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you can 
t h i n k  of any documents which may be o f  use t o  u s ,  i n  terms of 
d i r e c t i v e s ,  memoranda, r e p o r t s ,  photos,  maps, o r  anything o f  
t h i s  n a t u r e ,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  those .  

A. Bs, sir. 

Q. 1'11 give  you t h i s  oppor tuni ty  t o  ask any ques t ions  
you may c a r e  t o  a s k ,  and i f  you would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t e -
ment i n t o  the  record .  

A. I have no q u e s t i o n s ,  s i r .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any-
t h i n g  t o  say o t h e r  t h a n  what I ' v e  a l ready s a i d .  

Q. Now w e  have t o l d  you' some t h i n g s  h e r e  t h i s  morn- 
i n g  and you've seen  some t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  q u i t e  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  
s o  I would again  cau t ion  you t h a t  you a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  
d i scuss  your tes t imony h e r e  with o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  who may have,  o r  may appear h e r e  as wi tnesses ,  
excep t ,  of  course ,  as  you may be requ i red  i n  t h e  performance 
of o f f i c i a l  duty be'fore competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  
o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies .  I w i l l  s ay  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  
t h a t  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  be fo re  one of t h e  
congress ional  committees. More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Services  Committee. Your 
testimony h e r e  and your appearance h e r e  would i n  no way pre- 
ven t  you from t e s t i f y i n g  o r  appearing be fo re  such a committee. 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1300 hours ,  4 February 
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WITNESS: QUALLS, Orbun F. LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 15 January 1976 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: G I ,  Americal Division. 

KNOWLEDGE OF TASK FORCE BARKER. 

The knowledge the  witness had of Task Force Barker was s 

l imi ted  t o  that which he would be fami l i a r  i n  h i s  capacity 
as America1 Division G 1  and h i s  personal r e l a t ionsh ip  with 
Lieutenant Colonel BARKER (pgo. 5 ,  6 ) .  

2.  KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT AT MY LAI. 

The witness r eca l l ed  t h a t  Task Force Barker had been i n  
heavy contac t ,  but  d id  not  recall t h e  da te  o i s ~ t h e  place o ther  
than v i a  t h e  newspaper accounts (pg. 7 ) . H e  d id  not  r e c a l l  
any p a r t i c u l a r  comments about t h e  k i l l  r a t i o  (pg. 8 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  fu r the r  t h a t  he had no knowledge of an inves t iga t ion  
of t h e  inc ident  nor of a repor t  from the brigade commander 
t o  the  d iv i s ion  commander (pg. 8 ) .  The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  
i n  h i s  s o c i a l  acquaintances with the other o f f i c e r s  of the  
s t a f f  and i n  h i s  contact  with e n l i s t e d  men, he never heard 
My Lai discussed (pgs. 1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  H e  was no t  aware,of an 
inves t iga t ion  being conducted by e i t h e r  Colonel HENDERSON 
o r  Lieutenant Colonel BARKER o r  the ARVN (pgs. 13-15) . 
3. DISCUSSION OF MY LA1 WITH CHAPLAIN LEWIS. 

The witness denied ever discussing My Lai with Chaplain 
LEWIS, and ever  cautioning h i m  t o  keep q u i e t  about it (pgs.  9 ,  
10) .  
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4 .  FILING AND RECORDING WITHIN THE.DIVISION. 

Normally, messages t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander from a  
major u n i t  commander were t aken  immediately t o  him, o f t e n  
wi th  no p r i o r  AG p rocess ing .  I f  t h e y  were p e r s o n a l l y  de- 
l i v e r e d  to  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  they  would probably  n o t  be 
r e t u r n e d  t o  AG f o r  logg ing  and p rocess ing .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  
i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  would have logged them 
i n  t h e  command f i l e s  (pg.  l l ) ,b u t  on ly  i n  c a s e  o f  secret 
or t o p  s e c r e t  documents (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  noted  t h a t  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
documents may have been logged i n  h i s  d a i l y  j o u r n a l  (pg. 1 2 ) .  
He added t h a t  he d i d  n o t  know t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h a t  
j o u r n a l  (pg. 1 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  had he d i scovered  
Colonel  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  E x h i b i t  R - 1 ,  
wh i l e  c l e a r i n g  t h e  f i l e s ,  he would have r e t a i n e d  it (pg.  18)  . 
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F O R  O F F I C I A L  

E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 

NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  

A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s l o n  L o g ,  
d t d  1 6  M a r  6 8  
C O L B U R N ' s  BSV and 
a c c o m p a n y i r y  papers  
A N D R O T T A ' s  B S V  and 
a c c o m p a n y i r y  papers 

THOMPSON'S DFC and 
a c c o m p a n y i n g  papers 

HENDERSON ' s r epo r t  

USE ONLY 


N O T 3 S  

S h o w n  t o  w i t n e s s .  
A d m i t t e d  i n t o  
evidence.  
W i t  d i d  n o t  r e ca l l .  
A d m i t t e d  i n t o  
evidence.  

Wi tnes .~d i d  n o t  re-
c a l l .  A d m i t t e d  i n -
t o  evidence.  -

l W i t  d i d  n o t  recall . /  

PAGES 

7 

2 1  

1 9 - 2 1  

2 0 , 2 1  

8 ,  18 
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(The hearing reaonvened a t  1100 houre, 15 January 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: 
MACCRATE, 

The following persons 
LTC NOLL and MAJ LYNN. 

a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, MR 

group. 1 
(LTC NOLL was sworn as a member of t h e  inqu i ry  

RCDR: 
QUALLS, 

The next  wi tness  is  Lieutenant  Colonel Orbun F. 

(LTC QUALLS w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  w a s  sworn, 
and h e  t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

Colonel Q u a l l s ,  f o r  t h e  record would you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch 
of  s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Orbun Fredrick QUALLS , Jr. , Lieutenant  Colonel,  
United S t a t e s  Army, , Off ice  Chief of Research 
and Development, A i r  Defense and M i s s i l e  Div is ion ,  t h e  Pen- 
tagon,  Washington, D.C. 

RCDR: Colonel QUALLS, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  
United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and 
making f ind ings  and recommendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and in-  
q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
chain  of command of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16  March 1 9 6 8 ,  and 

(2 )  poss ib le  suppression o r  withholding of informa-
t i o n  by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  fu rn i sh  in-  
formation concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is n o t  be ing  conducted t o  inves-  
t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened a t  My La i .  
It  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which I have j u s t  
s t a t e d .  
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General PEERS has  had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  him 
and has  reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  
o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  

Your testimony w i l l  be  taken under oa th .  A ver-
batim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  recording  i s  being 
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im notes  being taken by t h e  re-
p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  testimony, o r  p a r t s  
of it, w i l l  l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

I0: Colonel QUALLS, a s i d e  from myself a t  t h e  t a b l e ,  on 
my l e f t  is  M r .  Robert MACCRATE a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y ,  who has  
volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Sec re ta ry  RESOR t o  assist m e  
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  provide me l e g a l  counsel.  H e  
perhaps w i l l  address  some ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  morning. And 
on my r i g h t  is ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel NOLL who has  been designated 
by t h e  Of f i ce  of the Chief of S t a f f  a s  one of my a s s i s t a n t s  
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and he l ikewise  may address  ques t ions  
t o  you. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  group, w e  have o t h e r  inves t iga -  
t i n g  teams t h a t  a r e  l ikewise  t ak ing  testimony. But i n  t h e  
f i n a l  ana lys i s  it w i l l  be up t o  me t o  put  toge the r  t h e  re-
p o r t  and make the f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

You are ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
be fo re  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  may be necessary i n  the 
course of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  as you may be requ i red  t o  do so 
before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  
body . 

To t h e  best of my knowledge you have n o t  been c i t e d  
by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  cour t -mar t ia l  case of t h e  
United S t a t e s  v.  Cal ley.  

A. No, sir. 
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Q. However, i f  a t  any t i m e  you are s o  c i t e d ,  your  
t es t imony h e r e  would i n  no way change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  
e f f e c t  of  t h a t  o r d e r .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  which you 
would l i k e  t o  a sk  a t  t h i s  t i m e  concerning any o f  t h e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  you have r ece ived?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Colonel  QUALLS, what was your  o f f i c i a l  du ty  a s s ign -  
ment i n  t h e  middle  of  March 1968? 

A. 
Div i s ion .  

I w a s  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  G 1 ,  America1 

a .  How long  had you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. 
1967. 

Approximately 4 months, I became G 1  i n  October 

Q- T h a t ' s  when it w a s  Task Force  Oregon? 

A. I n  Task Force  Oregon I was a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  
o f  Task Force  Oregon. During t h e  a c t i v a t i o n  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  d i -  
v i s i o n  I w a s  de s igna t ed  by t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  t o  be  t h e  G 1  
and s o  se rved  from t h a t  t i m e  u n t i l  my r e t u r n .  

And when d i d  you r e t u r n ?  

1 5  J u l y  1968. 

Q. From t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  1 6  March 
68 became a matter of p u b l i c  knowledge i n  t h e  news media, 
r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n  and s o  on,  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  September, 
o r  e a r l y  October  1969, have you had any c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  
anybody w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  o r  Task 
Force  Barker ,  concerning what may have happened a t  My L a i  
o r  concerning t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  o r  any o t h e r  matter 
r e l a t e d  t o  i t ?  

A. I have no t .  I am, of  cou r se ,  aware and had con-
tacts o c c a s i o n a l l y  wi th  some o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  who have been h e r e  
b e f o r e .  W e  have n o t  d i s c u s s e d  any o f  t h e i r  t es t imony o r  
any of t h e  e v e n t s  which may o r  may n o t  have occu r red .  

Q- Would you e x p l a i n  what your  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  w e r e  
i n  t h e  middle o f  March 1968? Expla in  how you performed your  
d u t i e s  as t h e  personne l  o f f i c e r  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  
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A. S i r ,  du r ing  t h i s  t ime pe r iod  I monitored, through 
the a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t s  and n o t i f i c a t i o n  
procedures f o r  those  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  w e  rece ived  i n  t h e  di-  
v i s i o n  and t h e  r e c e i p t  and subsequent t r a i n i n g  and assignment 
of t h e  replacement personnel  coming i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I 
made f requen t  t r i p s  wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  surgeon and o t h e r  mem-
b e r s  t o  the  h o s p i t a l s  t h a t  were i n  our  a r e a  and checked both  
t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  c a s u a l t i e s  who were 
t h e r e .  We were a t  t h i s  t ime frame becoming involved,  as I 
remember, s i r ,  w i t h  s e t t i n g  up what was t o  be termed a c i v i l i a n  
war c a s u a l t y  h o s p i t a l  i n  t h e  Chu L a i  a r e a ,  s o  w e  w e r e  
working toward t h a t  a l s o .  

I had t h e  normal p o s t  exchange opera t ions  t h a t  
were going on,  c lubs  and messes t h a t  were becoming opera- 
t i o n a l ,  being cha r t e red  a s  a new d i v i s i o n  would have t o  be. 
W e  were i n  the  process  a l s o  of  consol ida t ing  t h e  s e p a r a t e  
elements of t h e  s e p a r a t e  br igades  t h a t  had gone i n t o  making 
up the  d i v i s i o n  and we were s t i l l  i n  t h a t  process  and d i d  not  
have d a t a  process ing  equipment, f o r  example, i n  t h e  AG s e c t i o n .  
We operated a p o s t a l  ma i l  s e r v i c e  t h a t  was t h e  equ iva len t  of  
a base opera t ion  r a t h e r  than  d i v i s i o n  normal ma i l  ope ra t ions .  
Being s e n i o r  headquar ters  i n  t h e  Chu Lai a r e a ,  we operated the 
p o s t a l  u n i t  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  s e c t o r ,  both t h e  Marines and t h e  
Navy personnel t h e r e  and what few A i r  Force people w e  had. 

I gave a d a i l y  s t a t u s  o f  personnel s t r e n g t h s  t o  the 
d i v i s i o n  commander, t h e  two a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders, and 
t h e  chief  of  s t a f f  a t  a very abbreviated morning s t a f f  meeting. 
Once a week I gave t o  t h e  assembled s t a f f  and commanders 
who were able t o  be p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  conference room 
o r  t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ions  c e n t e r  t h e  personnel  s t a t u s ,  t h e  s t a t u s  
of the  repl-acements, and t h e  h o s p i t a l  genera l  s t a t u s  a s  
t o  whether t h e r e  were more o r  l e s s  malar ia  cases .  A s  a por-
t i o n  of  what w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  G 1  b r i e f i n g ,  t h e  provost  marshal 
presented  t h e  s t a t u s  of  t h e  p r i s o n e r  of  war f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  
were i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  number of personnel t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  
that--

Q c ( In te rpos ing)  Were you respons ib le  f o r  t h e  oper- 
a t i o n  and d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  replacement t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h e  t o t a l  c e n t e r .  This  was somewhat 
a j o i n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  
G 3  had t h e  t r a i n i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  it. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of 
t h e  time frame. somewhere i n  t h i s  genera l  t ime frame t h e r e  
was some d i scuss ion  and poss ib ly  t h e  a c t i o n  had gone under 
way t o  ass ign  t h e  major, who was t o  be t h e  commandant of 
t h e  America1 Divis ion t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r ,  t o  t h e  support  com-
mand commander. I maintained a personnel  replacement team 
t h e r e  under t h e  auspices  of t h e  AG, p l u s  a  f inance  team. I 
d i d  not  mention t h e  f inance o f f i c e r  e a r l i e r ,  s ir .  We had a 
team of personnel  from f inance  who a l s o  were t h e r e  a t  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  i t s e l f ,  which was l o c a t e d  some 2 o r  3 
miles  away on t h e  coas t .  They took ca re  of t h e  adminis-
t r a t i v e  process ing  b u t  I a s  t h e  G 1  was n o t  charged with t h e  
t r a i n i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  s e c t o r .  

Q A s  t h e  G 1 ,  and with genera l  s t a f f  supervis ion  over  
t h e  funct ions  of  t h e  a d j u t a n t  genera l ,  you were t h e r e f o r e  
r e spons ib le  f o r  a l l  of t h e  maintainance of t h e  l o g s ,  f i l e s ,  
and s o  f o r t h  wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  S p e c i f i c a l l y  
wi th  t h e  AG s e c t i o n  f o r  a l l  m a t e r i a l s  a r r i v i n g  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
and being--

A. ( In terpos ing)  Under t h e  genera l  s t a f f  super-
v i so ry  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  y e s ,  I was, General. 

Q Who supervised t h e  f i l e s  i n  t h e  command s e c t i o n  
of t h e  headquarters?  

A. I am c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of s t a f f  
did.  I d id  when I served as  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of s t a f f  of 
t h e  d i v i s i o n .  The headquarters  complex was s e p a r a t e  from any 
of t h e  o t h e r  s t a f f  bu i ld ings  o r  t e n t s  o r  whatever,  and I ,  a s  
t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  assumed a l l  t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
during my 5 months i n  t h a t  capaci ty .  

Q This i s  a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  w e  sometimes hea r  r e f e r r e d  
t o  as s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  genera l  s t a f f ,  is  tha t - -

A. ( In terpos ing)  Tha t ' s  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  
and p ro toco l  o f f i c e r .  This  occupied some p o r t i o n  of t h e  t i m e  
being e s s e n t i a l l y  SGS, although n o t  au thor ized  by t h a t  t i t l e  
i n  t h e  TOLE. 
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0- Were you familiar with Task Force Barker? 

A. Only t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of i ts  e x i s t e n c e ,  s i r .  By 
t h a t  I knew t h e  commander and was fami la r  wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
it took o f f i c e r s  from w i t h i n  t h e  br igade  i n  which c e r t a i n l y  
t h e  br igade  commander would l i k e  t o  have a d d i t i o n a l  people t o  
put  on h i s  s t a f f .  I d i d  n o t  g e t  involved t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of 
ass igning  replacements of any type  t o  Task Force Barker. 
They were s t i l l  ass igned t o  t h e  pa ren t  o rgan iza t ions ,  and 
they ,  i n  t u r n ,  gave them t o  t h e i r  subordina te  companies or 
u n i t s  t h a t  were w i t h  Task Force Barker. 

Q. A s  I understand,  i t  was only a l i t t l e  while  be fo re  
t h i s ,  about simultaneous wi th  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade, 
t h a t  you s e t  up a consol ida ted  GI-AG s e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s  as compared t o  t h e  independent ones wi th  t h e  separ-  
a t e  br igades?  

A. Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  General .  We rece ived  t h e  11 th  
Brigade AG s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  December-January time period.  
Almost immediately upon t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  country,  r a t h e r  
than g e t  them e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a s e p a r a t e  l o c a t i o n ,  w e  brought 
what equipment they  d i d  have t h a t  was i n  common usage t o  us 
and t h e i r  personnel  t o  Chu Lai.  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  j u s t  a minute ago t h a t  you knew t h e  
t a sk  f o r c e  commander. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you exp la in  your r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  
t a sk  f o r c e  commander? 

A. I had met him when h e  a r r i v e d  wi th  t h e  11th  Brigade. 
It was my f i r s t  acquaintance with Colonel BARKER. I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  h i s  capac i ty  would have been e s s e n t i a l l y  t h a t  of an 
execut ive  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  time. Of course,  General LIPSCOMB 
was commanding. Colonel HENDERSON, a f u l l  co lone l ,  was t h e  
deputy br igade  commander i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  period.  I n  o t h e r  
words, moving from a b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l ' s  p o s i t i o n  as  a br igade  
commander down t o  a f u l l  c o l o n e l ' s  p o s i t i o n .  I had some con- 
t a c t  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  Colonel BARKER was more l o g i c a l l y  t h e  
man I would go t o  i f  I had d i f f i c u l t i e s  wi th  maybe t h e  S1 of 
t h e  br igade  and I could n o t  r e s o l v e  them o r  which t h e  S1 
thought i t  would be b e t t e r  t o  g e t  a dec i s ion  from the com-
mand group such as. And t h i s  continued u n t i l  t h e  time of  
h i s  dea th ,  s i r ,  s e e i n g  him a t  b r i e f i n g s ,  and when I v i s i t e d  
t h e  commands a s  I d i d  a s  f r equen t ly  a s  I could. 
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Q- Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  opera t ion  o f  Task Force 
Barker i n t o  t h e  My Lai o r  t h e  Son My a r e a  on 16 March? 

A. Not i n  any s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s .  I was f a m i l i a r  wi th  
the genera l  geographical  a r e a  i n  which they operated.  I 
was not  phys ica l ly  p r e s e n t  a t  any t ime i n  t h a t  immediate 
area.  I only flew over  going t o  and from t h e  va r ious  com-
mand elements t h a t  were t h e r e .  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  I ever  even 
went t o  Task Force Barker headquar ters ,  whatever landing zone 
they e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e i r  headquarters .  

Q o  
 Do you r e c a l l  t h e  r e s u l t s  of the opera t ion  of t h e  
16 th ,  when they were b r i e f e d  a t  your evening s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  
on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16th? 

A. Very genera l ly .  I r e c a l l  a  l a r g e r  than  usual  count 
being given. I would n o t  have a s s o c i a t e d  the d a t e  o t h e r  than 
having seen  it i n  t h e  papers now as  being Ny Lai .  But,  where 
t a sk  Force Barker had had some con tac t  which appeared t o  
be s t r o n g e r  than usua l ,  and no o t h e r  d e t a i l s  a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q- I have h e r e  t h e  log  o f  t h e  America1 Divis ion f o r  
16 March which has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  r ecord  as Exh ib i t  
M-6. I ' l l  show you t h e  l a s t  e n t r i e s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  you 
and p a r t i c u l a r l y  where it says  Operation Muscatine and t h e r e  
onward. I would ask i f  you can r e c a l l  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  having 
been b r i e f e d  on t h e  n igh t  of t h e  16th .  

A. General,  I cannot r e c a l l  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  f i g u r e s ,  
nor on t h a t  s p e c i f i c  da te .  

Q- W e l l ,  do you r e c a l l  when t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  Task Force 
Barker ' s  ope ra t ion  i n  Muscatine A 0  were b r i e f e d ,  i f  t h e r e  
was any unusual o r  d i f f e r e n t  d i scuss ion  o r  ques t ioning  t h a t  
went on wi th  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any comments be ing  made by any-
body concerning t h e  wide v a r i a t i o n  between t h e  number of 
enemy k i l l e d  and t h e  number of  weapons captured:  128 enemy 
k i l l e d  and 3 weapons captured? 
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A.  Not s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h i s ,  General. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a 
s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e  of t h a t .  I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  we p e r i o d i c a l l y  
compared weapons captured  i n  t h e  columns t h a t  were many t i m e s  
por t rayed i n  some form o r  another  with t h e  number of enemy 
k i l l e d  t h a t  were repor ted .  But I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
i n s t a n c e  of t h i s  128 a g a i n s t  3 weapons. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anything such a s  where a r e  a l l  t h e  
weapons o r  r e c a l l  anybody s3ying something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
about 124 of t h o s e  were women and c h i l d r e n  and 4 VC? 

A, No, sir. 

Q. Were you ever  awaxe t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
heing conducted of what may have t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  My La i  
o r  Son My a r e a  around 16, l:', and 18 of March 1968? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Were you aware t h a t  t h e  br igade  commander had eve r  
repor ted  v e r b a l l y  t o  t h e  d i ~ - i s i o ncommander? 

A. Concerning an i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  s i r ?  

Q . Y e s .  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Within t h e  p r e c e d i n g  2 o r  3 nonths were you 
aware of any o t h e r  i n v e s t i g ~ = i o n st h a t  may have been under 
way of an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  may 'nave occurred i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A, Not i n  t h e  My Lai  a rea .  

Q. I have h e r e  a repcx-t of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  da ted  24  
Apr i l  1968, addressed t o  t h e  Commandding General ,  America1 
Divis ion.  This  has  been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  Exh ib i t  
R-1.  I would ask i f  you h a w  e v e r  seen t . h i s  document, I 
would l i k e  you t o  look a t  a l l  p a r t s  of it t o  s e e  i f  you've 
seen  any one of t h e  t h r e e  p a r t s ,  e i t h e r  t h e  b a s i c  document 
o r  i ts two attachments.  Have you ever  seen any of t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who t h e  d i v i s i o n  chapla in  was a t  
t h a t  t ime? 
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A. Yea, sir .  Colonel Fxancis LEWIS. 

a.  Did you e v e r  conduct any d i scuss ions  with him? 

A. With regard  t o  My l a i ,  no, sir.  J u s t  very-- I 
suppose i n  b r i e f  terms,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was being 
conducted wi th  regard t o  an e x e r c i s e  t h a t  occurred o r  was 
a l l e g e d  t o  have occurred i n  Tinh Phuc S p e c i a l  Forces Camp 
o r  i n  t h a t  genera l  v i c i n i t y .  Some comment was made and I 
suggested t o  t h e  chapla in  w e  should no t  d i s c u s s  i t .  An 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being conducted, I knew nothing of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as f a r  a s  t h e  f ind ings  and a l l .  

9 Chaplain LEWIS seemed t o  be of t h e  opinion t h a t  
he  discussed t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  with you i n  a broad sense.  

A. General ,  I was n o t  aware of t h e  M y  Lai i n c i d e n t  
or  of  any a l l e g a t i o n s  t o  such. I was aware of two i n c i d e n t s  
i n  which I f e l t  a r a t h e r  complete i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was con-
ducted. The r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I d id  n o t  s e e .  One 
occurred i n  an opera t ion  i n  a s p e c i a l  f o r c e s  camp involving 
one o r  two o r  t h r e e  captured p r i s o n e r s .  Another one involved 
an i n c i d e n t  of a s o l d i e r  a l l eged  t o  have s t r u c k  a Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n  from a v e h i c l e  t h a t  was passing by. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e  s o l d i e r  w a s  subsequently t r i e d  by g e n e r a l  cour t -mar t ia l .  

Q I 'm going t o  read t o  you a couple of s ta tements .  : 

"I d i d n ' t  g e t  much s a t i s f a c t i o n  from QUALLS, he 
kept--everytime I would b r i n g  i t  up.. .he 'd say ,  
'Oh, no, we c a n ' t  t a l k  about t h a t . '  So he d i d  
s a t i s f y  me. He d i d  say  t h a t  it was being 
i n v e s t i g a t e d .  " 

And I i n t e r r u p t e d  him a t  t h a t  t ime and asked him; 

"Who d i d  he  say w a s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  can you r e c a l l ? "  

And he s a i d :  

"I d i d n ' t  g e t  who i t  was from him...but I d i d  
know t h a t  such an i n d i v i d u a l  had made t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  because he t o l d  m e  i n  this conversat ion 
I had with him a t  d i v i s i o n .  I d i d n ' t  o f f i c i a l l y  
know who was making i t  from QUALLS o r  any of 
t h e  o t h e r  s t a f f  and t h e  only way I g o t  t h a t  
w a s  from what I happened t o  i n t e r c e p t  f r a n  t h i s  
i n d i v i d u a l  one day a t  d i v i s i o n .  I wouldn't  have 
known who o f f i c i a l l y  had been des igna ted ,  but  I 
was assured t h a t  i t  was being p roper ly  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  
That was a l l .  But who it was, no,  QUALLS never 
s a i d .  He was very s e c r e t i v e  about i t . "  
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Now h e r e  we're t a l k i n g  about t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  
and w e ' r e  n o t  t a l k i n g  about any i n c i d e n t  over  i n  t h e  Tinh Phuc 
C I D G  camp a rea .  

A.  S i r ,  I do n o t  l i k e  t o  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  chap la in ,  b u t  
I d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  My Lai  nor  be  s e c r e t i v e  about  t h e  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  w i th  Chaplain LEWIS o r  anyone else. I was n o t  aware--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h e r e  a  gene ra l  p r a c t i c e
w i t h i n  d i v i s i o n  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  anything such a s  t h i s ,  t o  
keep q u i e t  about  a l l  t h i s  s t u f f ,  "We'll i n v e s t i g a t e  it and 
u n t i l  such t i m e  as it i s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  s o r t  of 'Fermez l a  
bouche ' keep q u i e t  about  it. " 

A.  I t h i n k  t o  say  yes  t o  a  gene ra l  s ta tement  l i k e  
t h a t  would be f a l s e .  I was under no i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  n o t  t a l k  
about any s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  o t h e r  than when an A r t i c l e  32 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  be ing  conducted o r  o r d e r s  had been c u t  as-
s i g n i n g  a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  t o  conduct an invest i g a t i o n - - t h a t  
he should be allowed t o  conduct t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi thout ,  
s h a l l  I s a y ,  t h e  rumors, i f  you w i l l ,  s i r ,  t h e  gene ra l  day-
to-day d i s c u s s i o n s  going on wi th  t h e  suppos i t ions  and opin-
i o n s  t h a t  would come o u t .  

Q W e l l ,  I want t o  p i n  t h i s  down r a t h e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
whether o r  n o t  Chaplain  LEWIS had i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h a t  
it had been r e p o r t e d  t o  him t h a t  t h e r e  had been some i n d i s -
c r imina te  and unnecessary f i r i n g  i n t o  women and c h i l d r e n  
dur ing  t h e  conduct of Task Force Barker ' s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
My Lai  a rea .  

A ,* Not t o  my knowledge. I do no t  remember any con-
v e r s a t i o n  wi th  t h e  chap la in  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  on Task 
Force Barker. 

Q 0 Did you e v e r  have any d i scuss ion  wi th  Chaplain
CRESWELL? 

A. No, sir .  I know CRESWELL, b u t  very s l i g h t l y .  
The name I am f a m i l i a r  with .  

Q. Could you t e l l  m e  why a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n
such a s  t h i s  would n o t  be logged i n  a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar te rs?  
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A. No, sir. I cannot .  

Q m  Can you give any explanat ion  of why a r e p o r t  
such as  t h i s  could n o t  be loca ted  i n  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  
d i v i s i o n ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q. What was t h e  normal procedure a t  t h a t  time 
f o r  handl ing r e p o r t s  and memoranda such a s  t h i s ?  

A. Most p ieces  of correspondence addressed t o  
t h e  commanding genera l  from a major u n i t  commander, t h e  
br igade o r  support  command commanders, were, i f  brought 
through t h e  message c e n t e r ,  taken immediately t o  t h e  
commander. They were many times de l ive red  t o  t h e  
commander wi thout  any processing.  Sometimes t h e  com-
manders themselves would b r i n g  them i n .  I f  t h e y  were 
brought i n  by t h e  commander who had s igned i t ,  he would 
leave them wi th  t h e  command group, poss ib ly  t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f  o r  t h e  general  h imsel f .  A t  which t ime they-- 
I f i l e d  them when I was t h e r e ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d i d  n o t  re-
t u r n  them t o  t h e  AG f o r  logging i n  t h e  message c e n t e r  
o r  i n s e r t i o n  i n  the message c e n t e r  logs  of any type.  

Q- But under t h e  system a s  you would understand 
it, it would have been logged i n  t o  t h e  command o r  the  
ch ie f  of s t a f f  c e n t r a l  f i l e ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. While you were i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  d i d  they 
t o  your knowledge, eve r  have a c lean ing  of t h e  f i l e s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. What d i d  they do wi th  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  they 

removed from t h e  f i l e s ?  


A. I w i l l  have t o  speak f o r  what I d i d ,  sir.  

I screened t h e  r ecords ,  what few were t h e r e ,  when I 

a r r i v e d  a t  Task Force Barker and separa ted  them i n t o  

t h e  i tems which I thought should be r e t a i n e d  o r  r e t i r e d ,  
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and those i tems which I recommended be destroyed.  I gave 
t o  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  wi th  my recommendations f o r  such. 
Unless they  were something--well I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any-
t h i n g  t h a t  .I  wouldn' t have given t o  him. 

MR MACCRATE: You s a i d  Task Force Barker, I b e l i e v e  you 
meant Task Force Oregon. 

A. Oregon. I d i d  mean Task Force Oregon. I was 
n o t  a s soc ia ted  w i t h  Task Force Barker. 

10: I n  your f i l e s  a t  d i v i s i o n ,  and while  you were 
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  command group a r e a ,  d i d  they make a prac-
t i c e  of  logging i n  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents o r  d i d  you l o g  
i n  only t o p  s e c r e t  and poss ib ly  s e c r e t  documents? 

A. I logged i n  s e c r e t  and t o p  s e c r e t  documents. 
The message c e n t e r  logged everyth ing  b u t  w i t h i n  command 
group i t s e l f  t h e r e  would have been a record of s e c r e t  
and t o p  s e c r e t  documents. 

Q Well h e r e  w e  have a c o n f i d e n t i a l  r e p o r t
and l e t ' s  assume it was hand-carried t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q . "Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n "  is t h e  t i t l e  of  it, 
Would t h i s  have been logged? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  how I k e p t  my 
d a i l y  journals .  I t  probably would have been s n  my d a i l y  
journal ,  b u t  no t  i n  a c l a s s i f i e d  documents log.  

Q When you were G 1  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  I would 
assume t h a t  you ate wi th  t h e  command group i n  t h e  d i v i -
s i o n  C G ' s  mess. A t  any time i n  t h e  d i scuss ions  t h e r e ,  
do you r e c a l l  something being brought  up concerning t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of My L a i  o r  Son My a rea?  

A. No, sir. 
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0. Did you e v e r  hear  any d i scuss ion  going on 
with t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel? 

A. No, sir. 

Q *  We have some i n d i c a t i o n  from o t h e r  members 
of t h e  s t a f f  t h a t  it was p r e t t y  much genera l  knowledge 
wi th in  t h e  genera l  and s p e c i a l  s t a f f  a t  d i v i s i o n .  Fur-
thermore, t h a t  t h e r e  was an awful l o t  of t a l k  about it 
going on amongst t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel .  

A. General ,  I know t h a t  t h i s  i s  con t ra ry  t o  those  
type of rumors o r  s ta tements  made t o  you, b u t  t h e  e n l i s t e d  
personnel wi th  whom I assoc ia ted  w i t h i n  my p a r t i c u l a r  
a rea  of inf luence  t h e r e ,  d i d  n o t  t o  my knowledge d i s -  
cuss  it. I a m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  my se rgean t  major d i d  no t  
d i scuss  o r  dwell on any of t h e  f a c t s .  I d i d  no t  d i scuss  
it i n  t h e  C G ' s  mess, and I do no t  know t h a t  it was, o r  
whether anyone made any at tempt  t o  keep such d iscuss ions  
from happening. Here i n  t h i s  time frame I a t e  p a r t  of 
my meals t h e r e ,  q u i t e  a few meals I d i d n ' t  eat a t  a l l ,  
and some of t h e  b r i e f i n g s  I made and some o f  t h e  b r i e f -  
ings I d i d  n o t  make a t  t h e  evening s t a f f  conference.  
I could no t  p o s i t i v e l y  s t a t e  t h a t  I was even a t  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  on 1 6  March. I do n o t  have a  l o g  t h a t  shows 
even what t imes I was away--like USARV headquar ters  
on personnel bus iness .  But of one t h i n g  I am s u r e ,  
I d id  n o t  d i scuss  My Lai. I was n o t  aware o f  any a l l e -  
ga t ions  of such an occurrence u n t i l  t h e  newspaper a r t i c l e  
c a r r i e d  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  

Q. Were you ever  aware t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON 
was ever  conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of any k ind  i n  t h i s  
t i m e  per iod? 

A. NO, sir. 

9. O r  t h a t  Colonel BARKER was conducting an in-
v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  any time? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q Did Colonel BARKER make a p r a c t i c e  of coming 
t o  you on d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  and t a l k i n g  t o  you about mat ters?  

A. Not w h i l e  he  was t a s k  fo rce  commander, s ir .  

Q. Subsequent t o  t h e  t i m e  he was t a s k  fo rce  com-
mander and dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  t h a t  he was execut ive  o f f i c e r  
of t h e  br igade  and assumed command of t h e  4/3? 

A. Colonel BARKER and I t a l k e d  about genera l  per-
sonnel  ma t t e r s ,  and one p a r t i c u l a r  problem which con-
t i n u a l l y  caused General  LIPSCOMB problems and t h a t  was 
mai l ,  l a t e  r e c e i p t  of mail  and r e r o u t i n g  of mail .  That 
would be t h e  one i t e m  I would say  we repeatedly  t a l k e d  
about. Another i t e m  which we d iscussed  was t h e i r  per-
sonnel  problem because they  had a r r i v e d  i n  country minus 
a b a t t a l i o n  and cons iderably  s h o r t  of personnel by de-
ploying e a r l i e r  t h a n  a n t i c i p a t e d .  The normal d a t e  was 
e a r l y  sometime i n  t h e  March t ime frame and it was accele-
r a t e d .  We d i scussed  t h a t ,  and it was a s e r i o u s  enough 
concern t h a t  it w a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  d iscussed  with General 
JOHNSON, t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  a t  t h a t  t ime,  dur ing  h i s  
Christmas v i s i t .  

Q I ' m  r e a l l y  address ing  myself t o  a per iod  sub-
sequent  t o  Task Force Barker being d isso lved  on about 
9 A p r i l ,  and f o r  a pe r iod  t h e r e  u n t i l  about 1 June. The 
pe r iod  t h a t  Colonel BARKER served a s  t h e  br igade execut ive  
o f f i c e r .  

A. General,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  dur ing  t h i s  t i m e  frame 
Colonel BARKER too^ some l eave ,  poss ib ly  I ' m  wrong, p r i o r  
t o  assuming command of a b a t t a l i o n ,  o r  a contemplated as-
suming command o f  a b a t t a l i o n ,  a s  opposed t o  a t a s k  
f o r c e ,  and I do not r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  d iscuss ion  about 
t h a t  o r  anything. 

Q - WePP, I th ink  it is  t r u e  t h a t  sometime i n  t h i s  
pe r iod  he d i d  t a k e  a week's R&R, bu t  we 're  t a l k i n g  about  
a 50-day period.  

A. I don ' t  have any s p e c i f i c  t ime,  s ir .  
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0. Do you ever  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  by t h e  
commanding genera l  o r  General YOUNG, t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
d i v i s i o n  commander or by t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  concern-
i n g  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. NO, s ir .  

a- D i d  you eve r  s e e  a set  of o r d e r s  appoin t ing  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, genera l .  

a. D i d  you have any knowledge a t  a l l  of t h e  ARVN 
w e r e  conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: What kind of a G 5  opera t ion  d i d  you have 
a t  t h e  America1 Division? 

A. We had a somewhat combined c i v i c  a f f a i r s  
and what was termed t h e  psychological  ope ra t ions .  The 
psychological  ope ra t ions  o f f i c e r  who made t h e  broadcas t  
wi th  regard t o  t h e  Chieu Hoi program and need f o r  re-
l i e f ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  came under t h e  G 5 .  The G 5  was a 
very a c t i v e  person i n  going o u t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  attempt-
i n g  t o  s e t  up programs wi th ,  w e l l  one t h i n g  was t h i s  
p i g  farm, I reca l l - -

Q. ( In terpos ing)  During t h e  p e r i o d  of March 
t o  May 1 9 68 ,  who w a s  t h e  G5? 

A. Lieutenant  Colonel ANISTRANSKI. I do not--
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  exac t  time frame he  became t h e  G5, 
b u t  it was somewhat near  t h e  time t h a t  I became t h e  GI. 

8. And what s i z e  s t a f f  d i d  he have? 

A. He had one o r  two o f f i c e r s  t h a t  w e r e  termed i n  
the G 5  s e c t i o n .  An e n l i s t e d  man o r  two and he  had one o r  
two persons i n  t h e  psychological  ope ra t ions  s i d e .  He nor-
mally had a detachment--

0. ( In terpos ing)  O f f i c e r s  o r  e n l i s t e d  personnel? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were two o f f i c e r s  and one 
o r  two e n l i s t e d  men and a detachment w i t h  a sound t ruck  
and a l l .  I t  was from a psychological  ope ra t ions  group 
whose headquar ters ,  I b e l i e v e ,  was a t  Danang. 

Q I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Lieutenant  Colonel ANISTRANSKI 
can you i d e n t i f y  by name any of t h e  o t h e r  personnel  i n  
t h e  G5 operat ion? 

A. There was a major by t h e  name o f  HOLTAN. 

A. T-A-N, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  name 
and I be l i eve  he was born i n  England o r  A u s t r a l i a .  I ' m  
no t  c e r t a i n  of t h e  background. I cannot remember the--
t h e r e  was a l i e u t e n a n t  c ~ l o n e li n i t i a l l y  i n  t h e  psycho-
Logical ope ra t ions  job. I cannot remember h i s  name. 

Q. For what per iod  d id  you serve  a s  a s s i s t a n t  
ch ie f  of s t a f f ?  

A. From t h e  3rd o r  4th of August u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of October, I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  exac t  d a t e ,  b u t  
somewhere from t h e  12th  t o  t h e  20th, I b e l i e v e .  

Q And a f t e r  October 1967 your s e r v i c e  was e n t i r e l y  
a s  Gl? 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  s e rv ing  a? assistant 
ch ie f  of s t a f f  you kep t  a d a i l y  journal. .  For what pe r iod  
of time was t h a t  journal  r e t a ined?  Is t h i s  something 
disposed of a f t e r  it has served i t s  purpose o r  i s  it 
something t h a t  cont inues as a  record  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A, While I was t h e r e ,  it continued as  a  record  
and I do not  know t h e  exac t  disposition, I thought t h e  
records were forwarded a s  a  mat ter  of a combat journal ,  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  one which t h e  General j u s t  showed m e ,  from 
o u t  of t h e  G3. W e  had one of t h a t  type from which I 
annotated every day. It should have been a day by day 
record.  
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0. Did you have any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  with r e spec t  
t o  awards and commendations? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  i n  a genera l  s t a f f  supervisory  
manner, sir.  Awards and decora t ions  process ing  was 
under t h e  s p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  a d j u t a n t  genera l  
s e c t i o n ,  wi th in  h i s  s t a f f .  I had t h e  genera l  s t a f f  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  it. I a l s o  was a member of  t h e  board 
t h a t  voted on t h e  awards. W e  set up a  process  whereby. 
t h r e e  o f f i c e r s  eva lua ted  each recommendation f o r  award 
and w e  had s e v e r a l  s e t s  of t h e s e  t h r e e  people.  I t  was 
our  d e s i r e  t h a t  no award would be more than  15  days o l d  
a t  t h e  t i m e  of p resen ta t ion .  Therefore,  w e  hand-carr ied 
our  s t a c k s  of awards around i n  f o l d e r s  of 25 a t  a  t ime,  
a s  they were assembled. 

Q- You say no more than 15 days o l d .  That i s  
measured from what da te?  

A. Frcm d a t e  of r e c e i p t  by us u n t i l  t h e  certi-
f i c a t e  and the  medals were packaged f o r  r e t u r n  f o r  pre-
s e n t a t i o n  o r  provided t o  t h e  command group f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
i f  he were t o  make it. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of recommendations 
f o r  awards wi th  r e spec t  t o  the  opera t ion  i n  t o  t h e  Son 
My a r e a  i n  mid-March 1968? 

A. NO, s i r .  

Q. It  might r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i f  I t e l l  
you awards were made t o  members of t h e  crew of a h e l i -
cop te r  opera t ion  i n  t h e  123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n .  Does 
t h a t  r i n g  any b e l l  with you? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e .  We 
gave what were termed impact awards i n  o r d e r  t o  give ade-
qua te  r ecogn i t ion  of s p e c i f i c  events  on a q u i t e  f requent  
b a s i s .  Awards up t o  those  could be approved by t h e  com-
manding genera l .  In  o rde r  f o r  an impact award t o  be given,  
which could have been of t h i s  type ,  t h e r e  w a s  merely a 
b r i e f  proposed c i t a t i o n  prepared. That was t h e  t o t a l  
e x t e n t .  I t  was brought i n  and screened normally by t h e  
ch ie f  of  s t a f f  and one o r  two o t h e r s  i f  he d e s i r e d  t h a t  
we assist and say t h e s e  appear t o  m e r i t  a recommendation, 
a t  which t ime he asked t h e  commanding genera l  h i s  d e s i r e s .  
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Q e  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of reviewing
recommendations of awards from an event  where two members 
of a crew rescued a wounded Vietnamese c h i l d  from a 
d i t c h ,  t ak ing  t h a t  c h i l d  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai h o s p i t a l ?  
Do you have. any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t ?  

A. Not an award f o r  t h a t .  

Q But i f  such an award were made it would have 
come before  t h e  board on which you s a t ?  

A. No, sir. I d id  no t  s i t  on a l l  t h e  awards. 
There were f i v e  or more. I do n o t  know t h e  number. 
There were s e v e r a l  three-ms-n boards ,  and t h e  boards t h a t  
d i d  not  have awards i n  t h e i r  possession a t  t h e  time t h e  
next  package was prepared received t h a t  package of  
awards. Therefore ,  I could have seen and reviewed 
a very small  amount s f  t h e  t o t a l  awards presented .  

Q. You r e f e r r e d  t o  c leaning  of f i l e s  and how 
t h a t  was handled. I f  i n  your c leaning  of f i l e s  you had 
found a r e p o r t  of the kind t h a t  you had shown t o  you 
t h i s  morning, what would have been your d i s p o s i t i o n  
of such a r e p o r t ?  

A. I would have marked it permanent and r e t a i n e d  
it, sir. 

Q Colonel QUALES , do you remember a t  any t i m e  
saying  i n  words o r  i n  substance t o  Chaplain LEWIS with 
r e spec t  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t  
t h a t ,  " I t  w a s  n o t  f o r  our  eyes ,"  t h a t  is  t o  say your eyes  
and Chaplain LEES b y e s ?  

A. I do n o t  remember saying  t h a t .  I might very 
we l l  have i n  a genera l  cour t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  sub-
sequent ly  came t o  t r i a l .  I do no t  r e c a l l  saying such. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  Colonel BARKER 
having s a i d  i n  your presence t h a t  t h e  t roops  of t h e  Task 
Force Barker had gone a l i t t l e  wi ld  i n  t h e  My L a i  ope ra t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  
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Q m  Do you remember t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  
during t h i s  per iod?  

A. I b e l i e v e  Lieutenant Colonel HOLLOWAY. 

Q *  HOLLADAY ? 

A. HOLLADAY i s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember where he used t o  s i t  a t  t h e  
evening b r i e f i n g  sess ions?  

A. No, s i r .  I t  was t h e  extreme r i g h t  end o r  l e f t  
end near  t h e  f r o n t  row we had c h a i r s  f o r  j u s t  t h e  com-
mand group r i g h t  near  t h e  c e n t e r ,  and t h e  next  row back 
had t h e  genera l  and s p e c i a l  s t a f f  members of which he 
was one. But I do n o t  remember t h e  exac t  s e a t i n g  arrange-
ment. 

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  same raw i n  which you s a t ?  

Yes, sir. 

And i n  what row d i d  t h e  chapla in  s i t ?  

A. Almost immediately behind me, sir.  

Q - Almost immediately behind you? 

A. Y e s  , sir.  

Q. And do you r e c a l l  who s a t  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of 
you? 

A. On my l e f t  was t h e  G2, s i r ,  and on my r i g h t  
was--I d o n ' t  remember s i r ,  i f  it was t h e  engineer  o r  
suppor t  command. 

Q - Colonel QUALLS, I show you a document da ted  
23  Apr i l  1968, award of t h e  bronze s t a r  medal, ANDREOTTA, 
Glenn U . ,  S p e c i a l i s t  Four, and ask you i f  t h a t  r e f r e s h e s  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any award t h a t  may have come t o  your 
a t t e n t i o n  a t  o r  about t h a t  time i n  1968. I show you a l s o  
the accompanying documents. (The recommendation f o r  award 
and accompanying documents were l a t e r  e n t e r e d  a s  Exhib i t  
M-43). Does t h a t  i n  any way r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  
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A. No, sir. The warrant  o f f i c e r  who s igned it, 
h i s  name i s  f a m i l i a r  i n  t h a t  I have seen h i s  s i g n a t u r e .  
I r e c a l l  having s e e n  h i s  s i g n a t u r e  on awards, b u t  t h i s  
s p e c i f i c  one does no t .  

Q. Well I show you an award, da ted  1 J u l y  1968, 
of t h e  Dis t inguished Flying Cross t o  THOMPSON, Hugh C , ,  
Warrant O f f i c e r  ( l a t e r  en te red  as  Exh ib i t  M-44) .  Does 
t h a t  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any such award having 
been made t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you remember any d iscuss ion  around t h e  
d i v i s i o n  of t h e  awards e i t h e r  t o  M r .  THOMPSON o r  Specia-
l i s t  ANDREOTTA o r  t o  another  e n l i s t e d  man, COLBURN, a t  
o r  about t h i s  t i m e  f o r  such a c t s ?  

A. No, sir, 

I0: We a r e  doing everyth ing  poss ib le  t o  p u t  to -  
ge the r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Any-
t h i n g  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  which would have a bea r ing  
upon t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process  a t  t h a t  t ime,  o r  w a s  
used i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would be extrememly va luable  
t o  us.  Now I recognize ,  Colonel QUALLS, we' re  t a k i n g  
you back a pe r iod  o f  about 2 yea r s .  I would a l s o  be 
s u r e ,  however, t h a t  t h i s  morning we have given you some 
b i t s  and p ieces  of information which may tend t o  r e f r e s h  
you memory, i f  such events  were eve r  known t o  you. A s  
a consequence, I would ask t h a t  you continue t o  t h i n k  
about t h i s  and should a i y  of t h e s e  f a c t s  and circumstances 
eve r  come t o  mind, t h a t  you immediately g e t  i n  touch with 
t h i s  o f f i c e  s o  w e  can make t h e s e  f a c t s  a mat ter  of record.  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you can th ink  of any, o r  have any m a t e r i a l s  
i n  t h e  form of documents, memorandum, l e t t e r s ,  r e p o r t s ,  
photographs, maps, o r  anything which i n  your judgment 
would be of a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  purpose of t h i s  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion ,  we'd l i k e  very much t o  have those .  I ' l l  give 
you t h i s  oppor tuni ty  t o  address  any ques t ions  you would 
l i k e  t o  members of t h e  inqu i ry  he re  o r  t o  make any s t a t e -
ment f o r  t h e  r ecord  i f  you wish. 
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A. General,  I have ,no ques t ions .  For t h e  record 
I would l i k e  t o  s t a t e  again t h a t  I am c e r t a i n  t h a t  I d i d  
not  d i scuss  w i t h  Chaplain LEWIS, My L a i ,  nor  an i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  t h a t  I had any knowledge of being conducted. Fur-
thermore, during t h e  time frame of  process ing  and f i l i n g  
documents I would not  have destroyed anything of a con-
t r o v e r s i a l  na tu re  t h a t  could be v i t a l  l a t e r  on t o  me o r  
the United S t a t e s  even i f  it appeared t h a t  w e  were no t  
f u l f i l l i n g  our  mission t h e r e ,  and I never rece ived  any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  commanding genera l  t o  conceal  any- 
t h i n g  t h a t  came forward i n  t h e  way of c o n t r o v e r s i a l  mat te r  
t h a t  should be inves t iga ted .  So I was n o t  aware of  t h i s .  

Q. D o  you have anything else t o  add? 

A. NO, s i x .  

RCDR : Let  t h e  record show t h a t  t h e  award f o r  the 
bronze s tar  wi th  V device p e r t a i n i n g  t o  Glenn U. ANDREOTTA 
and r e l a t e d  papers  i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  Exh ib i t  
M-43. 


The o rde r s  and r e l a t e d  papers f o r  t h e  award 
of BSV t o  Lawrence COLBURN a r e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  
as  Exh ib i t  M--42. 

The recommendation f o r  and approval  of award 
f o r  the DFC t o  W 0 1  Hugh C. THOMPSON i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
record a s  Exh ib i t  M-44. 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1215 h o u r s ,  15  January 
1970.1 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : RITCHIE,  James R. I11 . 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 12 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Adminis t ra t ive  NCO i n  
the Of f i ce  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

1. FILING SYSTEM. 

The wi tnes s  rece ived  a l l  incoming correspondence and 
d i r e c t e d  it t o  e i t h e r  t h e  CG, t h e  app rop r i a t e  ADC, o r  t h e  
ch ie f  of s t a f f  (pg. 2 ) .  While secret m a t e r i a l  was logged, 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l  was n o t  (pgs. 2,  3 ) .  No record of 
incoming c o n f i d e n t i a l  material w a s  maintained (pg. 3 ) .  The 
secret log  w a s  kep t  i n  t h e  deputy ch i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  
(pg. 3 ) .  The top  drawer of this s a f e  contained t h e  s e c r e t  
m a t e r i a l  (pg. 3 ) .  The second drawer w a s  empty dur ing t h e  
day, b u t  contained General KOSTER's incoming and outgoing 
mai l  a t  n i g h t  (pg. 3 ) .  There was very l i t t l e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
m a t e r i a l ,  b u t  t h a t  which they had w a s  f i l e d  i n  the f i r s t  
and t h i r d  drawers (pg. 2 2 ) .  Permanent s e c r e t  documents 
were kep t  i n  t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  drawers (pgs. 3 ,  4 ) .  
H e  had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  second drawer becoming s tuck  
o r  a f l i g h t  helmet and b r i e f c a s e  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  s a f e  (pgs. 5 ,  
6 ) .  Because of t h e  number of papers i n  t h e  f i l e s ,  many 
of which had been he ld  s i n c e  t h e  time of Task Force Oregon, 
RITCHIE and Major BEASELY dest royed a number of s e c r e t  
documents i n  e a r l y  Apr i l  or May 1968 (pg. 4 )  . C e r t i f i c a t e s  
of d e s t r u c t i o n  were prepared f o r  t h e  documents and t h e s e  
were maintained i n  t h e  top  drawer of the s a f e  wi th  a l l  t h e  
o the r  logs  (pg. 4 ) .  The f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  used by RITCHIE 
contained.  blank forms only (gg. 5) . H e  inventor ied  t h e  
logs  wi th  Sergeant  SAIMOSprior t o  leav ing  Vietnam (pg. 2 2 ) .  
H e  never s a w  an "Eyes Only" f o l d e r  f o r  General KOSTER i n  
t h e s a f e  (pgs. 22, 23) .  
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2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF REPORTS ABOUT THE OPERATION.. 

H e  had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  
r e s p e c t  t o  an  ope ra t i on  of Task Force Barker (pg. 8 ) .
H e  heard nothing about  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  complaint  
t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been unnecessa r i ly  s h o t  dur ing  such an 
ope ra t i on  (pg. 8 ) .  I n  e a r l y  A p r i l  there w a s  some exci tement  
which caused a number of b r i gade  commanders and o t h e r  
s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  t o  congregate  i n  KOSTER's o f f i c e ,  b u t  
RITCHIE d i d  n o t  know what it was (pgs. 8 ,  9 ) . H e  d i d  n o t  
remember s ee ing  o r  hear ing  t a l k  concerning a s h o r t  r e p o r t  
from HENDERSON regard ing  a con f ron t a t i on  between a i r  
and ground personnel ,  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoo t ing  of 
c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  a c a p t a i n  shoo t ing  a woman (pgs.  10 ,  11). 
H e  never saw HENDERSON'S 2 4  A p r i l  r e p o r t  (Exh ib i t  R-5) 
(pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  HOLLADAY 
o r  Major WATKE coming i n t o  headquar te r s  on a Sunday i n  
March 1968 t o  g e t  an  appointment t o  see a g e n e r a l  
( P ~ S  1 ,  2 RITCHIE  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a f t e r  he  r e tu rned  
from R&R i n  mid-April M r .  MAY v i s i t e d  Colonel PARSON a t  
headquar te r s  (pg. 1 4 ) .  While he d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  re-
c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t  da ted  28 March 1968 
(Exh ib i t  M-35), he d i d  see some s h o r t  propaganda s ta tements  
mentioning k i l l i n g s  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  war (pg. 1 5 ) .  With 
one of t h e s e  t h e r e  was a n o t e  from Lieu tenan t  Colonel 
ANISTRANSKI c a l l i n g  the propaganda t o  KOSTER's a t t e n t i o n  
and s t a t i n g  t h a t  he need n o t  "put  t o o  much s t o r e  i n  i t  
a s  c o r r e c t  informat ion"  (pgs. 15 ,  1 6 ) .  I t  w a s  unusual  
t o  r e c e i v e  a sample of VC propaganda i n t o  headquar te r s  
(pg. 1 6 ) .  He knew of no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a Vietnamese 
r e p o r t  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  
i n  the Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a  (pg. 1 9 )  . 
3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  RITCHIE had n o t  had any conversa t ions  concerning 
t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  s i n c e  it became a ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  
knowledge (pg. 2 ) .  

b. The wi tnes s  was on R&R from 7 A p r i l  1968 through 
15 o r  1 6  A p r i l  1968 (pg. 1 3 ) .  

c. H e  r e c a l l e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a r ape  i n  t h e  Duc 
Pho a r e a  about  t h e  t i m e  he  was l eav ing  Vietnam (pg. 1 8 ) .  
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EXHIBITS  

E X H I B I T  -
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

VC propaganda l ea f le t ,  ' k i t  had never seen 
M-35 d t d ,  28  March 1 9 6 8  before. 15 

Memo fo r  CG, 2 d  ARVN D i v ,  W i t  had never seen 
M-36 1 2  A p r  6 8  before. 1 4 , 1 5  

C a r b o n  copy of . W i t  had never seen 
- m E R S O N  's R e p o r t  before. 1 6  

-
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1150 hours ,  12 February 
1970.) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

PICDR: The following persons a r e  p resen t :  MR MACCRATE, 
COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  wi tness  i s  M r .  James R. RITCHIE 111. 

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t  LTG PEERS e n t e r s  t h e  hear ing  room, 
t i m e  1151.) 

( M r .  RITCHIE was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows:) 

RCDR: W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
address .  

A. James Robertson RITCHIE 111, occupation: con-
f i g u r a t i o n  management Grumman Aerospace Corporat ion,  address:  
9306 Honey Branch Road, S i l v e r  Spr ings ,  Maryland. 

COL ARMSTRONG: M r .  RITCHIE,  have you read  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
(Exh ib i t  M-57) ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you understand them? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Do you have any ques t ions  about  them a t  a l l ?  

A. No, sir. 

a- On t h e  extreme l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, a c i v i l i a n  
a t to rney  who has  volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Secre tary  
of t h e  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of advis ing  General PEERS and t h e  
rest of t h e  group on l e g a l  mat ters  and t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
execut ion of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  General PEERS, of course,  
you recognize as  leading  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He has been 
appointed by t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  conduct t h e  in -  
v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h e  i n c i d e n t s  surrounding any a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
t h e  My L a i  hamlets i n  Vietnam i n  the s p r i n g  o f  1968.- I ' m  
Colonel ARMSTRONG. I ' v e  been appointed by t h e  Of f i ce  of  
t h e  Chief of S t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS. You should know 
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t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  groups,  similar t o  t h i s ,  takin.g testimony. 
Would you exp la in  t o  us what your assignments w e r e  i n  t h e  
America1 Divis ion i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1968, your t enure  wi th  t h e  
Americal Divis ion,  and when you l e f t ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  A t  t h e  approximate time o f  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ,  I was t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  NCO i n  t h e  Of f i ce  o f  
t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  of t h e  Americal Divis ion.  I w a s  i n  t h i s  
o f f i c e  from January 1968 through May 1968. 

Q. What happened i n  May 1968? 

A. I n  May 1968, I l e f t  Vietnam, sir, t o  r e t u r n  t o  
t h e  S t a t e s .  

Q. What w a s  your grade? 

A. S t a f f  Sergeant .  

10: Sergeant  RITCHIE, t h i s  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  became a 
mat ter  of pub l i c  knowledge about 4 o r  5 months ago, a s  a  mat ter  
of  f a c t ,  September o r  October of  l a s t  y e a r ,  through t h e  r ad io ,  
t e l e v i s i o n ,  newspapers, and s o  on. Since t h a t  t ime,  have you 
had any d i scuss ion  wi th  anybody from t h e  headquarters  of t h e  
Americal Divis ion o r  t h e  Americal Divis ion i t s e l f  concerning 
t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. I ' l l  ask M r .  MACCRATE he re ,  who has been fol lowing 
i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  ques t ioning .  E i t h e r  
Colonel ARMSTRONG o r  I may fol low on with some a d d i t i o n a l  
ques t ions .  

MR MACCRATE: M r .  RITCHIE,  could you desc r ibe  f o r  us your 
d u t i e s  a s  t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  NCO f o r  t h e  ch ie f  o f  s t a f f ?  

A. Yes, sir.  My main bus iness  a t  t h e  time was t o  
accept  a l l  incoming mai l ,  c l a s s i f i e d  documents, e t  c e t e r a ,  
and d i r e c t  them t o  t h e  commanding genera l ,  t h e  A D C ' s ,  o r  t h e  
ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  depending on t h e  duty. 

Q. What records d i d  you maintain of incoming documents, 
correspondence, memoranda? 

A. Normal s t u f f ,  nothing,  sir. S e c r e t  on up, of course,  
we kep t  t h e  usual  logs .  
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0- I n  s o  f a r  a s  c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l ,  no record  was 
kep t  of  i t s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  headquar ters?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any r o u t i n g  s l i p s  t h a t  were a t t ached  
' to  such m a t e r i a l  t o  be passed around headquar ters?  

A. Not normally, sir. Normally anything coming 
i n  was a l ready marked a s  t o  who needed t o  s e e  it. 

Q- With respec t  t o  t h e  s e c r e t  and h igher  c l a s s i f i -
c a t i o n ,  you d i d  keep a log.  Where p h y s i c a l l y  w a s  t h a t  l o g  
loca ted?  

A. I n  t h e  s a f e  i n  t h e  deputy ch ie f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e .  

Q- We've had testimony from var ious  people i n  t h e  
headquar ters  of t h e  America1 Divis ion.  W e  know, through 
r e c e n t l y  having been i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  arid having looked around, 
genera l ly  t h e  l ayou t  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  We know about t h i s  
s a f e  t o  which you r e f e r .  There has  been some testimony 
regarding t h a t  s a f e ,  how t h e  papers  were arranged i n  t h e  f i l e  
drawers. Would you give us your b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h a t  
s a f e  and i t s  contents?  We understand and everyone seems 
t o  be i n  agreement on t h i s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were four  f i l e  drawers 
i n  t h e  s a f e .  ' S t a r t i n g  wi th  t h e  t o p  drawer and working down, 
we would l i k e  t o  have your b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what, during 
your pe r iod  as  admin i s t r a t ive  NCO, was k e p t  i n  those  drawers. 

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t  LTG PEERS leaves  t h e  hea r ing  room, 
t i m e  1155.) 

A. The t o p  drawer h e l d  t h e  l o g s ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  and a c t u a l l y  
it h e l d  most of t h e  correspondence t h a t  w a s  coming i n  and o u t .  

Q. The secret mate r i a l ?  

A. Right. The second drawer, i f  I remember r i g h t ,  
was usua l ly  p r e t t y  we l l  empty, except  a t  n i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  CG,  
General KOSTER, l e f t .  A t  which time a l l  o f  t h e  boxes from h i s  
desk of  both  h i s  i n  and outgoing m a i l  were p u t  i n  t h a t  drawer. 
Third and f o u r t h  drawers were more o r  l e s s  permanent s e c r e t  
documents t h a t  w e  maintained t h e r e  a t  t h e  headquar ters .  

Q. W e l l  f i r s t  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  t h i r d  and t h e  four th  
drawers,  do you be l i eve  t h e r e  was t h a t  many s e c r e t  documents 
f o r  which you were accountable? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t  LTG PEERS resumed h i s  s e a t  i n  t h e  
hear ing  room, t i m e  1158.) 

Q e  W e  have a l ready t a l k e d  t o  Sergeant  SAIMONS and 
t o  Sergeant LOFTIS, who succeeded him. You're t h e  f i r s t  one 
t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  were as  many s e c r e t  documents as 
t h a t .  Your r e c o l l e c t i o n  would be t h a t  t h e r e  were secret 
documents down i n  t h e  t h i r d  and four th  drawers? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q During t h e  pe r iod  t h a t  you were t h e r e ,  was t h e r e  
any at tempt  t o  reduce t h e  volume of t h e  f i l e s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  There was. Major BEASLEY, who was t h e  
deputy ch ie f  o f  s t a f f ,  and I went through them and a t  one t i m e  
destroyed q u i t e  a number.of documents. 

Q. W e l l ,  now, wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  any d e s t r u c t i o n  of  
documents, a r e  you speaking about miscellaneous documents, 
o r  a r e  you speaking about s e c r e t  documents? 

A. Secre t .  

Q- With r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  secret documents, 
what procedure w a s  followed? 

A. They were taken  o u t  behind t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  an 
i n c i n e r a t o r ,  torn a p a r t ,  and burned with Major BEASLEY, myself, 
and S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS, who I b e l i e v e  was h e r e  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
while  ago, i n  a t tendance  and wi tness ing  it. 

Q =  was a d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  prepared enumerating
each of t h e  documents? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Where were t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  f i l e d ?  

A. I n  t h e  t o p  drawer with a l l  t h e  o t h e r  l o g s ,  e t-
c e t e r a ,  sir. 

Q- I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  s a f e ,  w e  understand t h a t  t h e r e  
was a f i l e  cab ine t  maintained i n  your a rea  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  ch ief  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e .  Do you have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  

(RITCHIE) 4 APP T-358 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


of your own f i l e  drawers o u t  t h e r e  i n  which you kep t  c e r t a i n  
records  and papers? 

A. The f i l e  cabine t  t h a t  was i n  my o f f i c e  was used, 
i f  I remember r i g h t ,  by t h e  c l e r k  of one of  t h e  A D C ' s .  Exactly 
what a l l  h e  kep t  i n  t h e r e ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e .  The f i l e  c a b i n e t  
t h a t  I used was i n  t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  of  t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f ,  
i n  which we kep t  mainly j u s t  blank forms. 

Q e  You d i d n ' t  have any re fe rence  f i l e  t h e r e  o r ,  f o r  
example, documents with r e spec t  t o  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  
c e r t i f i c a t e s ?  

A. J u s t  t h e  blank forms, no c e r t i f i c a t e s  themselves, 
sir. 

9- You i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  second drawer i n  t h e  f i l e  
cab ine t  was t h e  one which h e l d  t h e  papers a t  t h e  end of  t h e  
day t h a t  were picked up from t h e  commanding genera l  and a l s o  
from t h e  chief .  of s t a f f ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. J u s t  f o r  t h e  commanding genera l?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q m  H i s  papers  were placed i n  t h a t  second f i l e  drawer? 

A. Everything t h a t  was on h i s  desk, r ega rd less  o f  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

Q- Did t h a t  continue f o r  as long as you w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t  second f i l e  
drawer becoming s tuck  o r  having any problem wi th  i t s  opera t ion  
during t h e  pe r iod  t h a t  you were t h e r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q - Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a f l i g h t  helmet 
o r  a b r i e f c a s e  being kep t  i n  t h i s  s a f e  belonging t o  one of  
t h e  a i d e s  o r  a s s i s t a n t  a ides  o r  jun io r  a ides?  

A. NO, sir. 
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Q. This  may have been a t  a l a t e r  pe r iod  of  t ime,  b u t  
you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  about any problem wi th  t h e  opera t ion  
of  t h a t  second drawer, be ing  a b l e  t o  g e t  i n t o  i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1968, were you acquainted w i t h  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of Task Force Barker and i t s  opera t ions?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h e  r e p o r t  of  t h e i r  ope ra t ions  
a t  t h a t  time i n  March 1968 i n  t h e  Son My Vi l l age  a r e a  of 
Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c tdown i n  what has  been c a l l e d  t h e  Muscatine 
AO? 

A. Nothing s p e c i f i c ,  no, sir.  I remember see ing  l o t s  
of paperwork on BARKER, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember.anything s p e c i f i c ,  
because I d i d n ' t  read most of  it. 

Q. Well, we ' re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  paperwork t h a t  you 
may have seen r e l a t i n g  t o  Task Force Barker. Do you have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of some of  t h e s e  papers t h a t  you may have seen  
a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  r e a l l y ,  because I made it a h a b i t  
of  not  reading any of t h e  s t u f f  t h a t  came i n .  Once i n  
awhile I ' d  glance a t  t h e i r  message f i l e  t h a t  they got  
everyday, b u t  t h a t  w a s  about it. 

Q - But s u r e l y  t h e r e  was some exchange of  information 
among t h e  N C O 1 s  around headquar ters .  You had a r a t h e r  a b l e  
and i n t e l l i g e n t  group of men, w e  found as  we t rudged through 
them. We kncw you had your ears open and your eyes a t  t i m e s ,  
and would s e e  th ings  a s  they came i n t o  headquar ters ,  and see 
them move about. 

I 0 : Also i f  you've logged t h e s e  documents you d o n ' t  
have t o  read them, b u t  you do a t  l e a s t  have t o  know t h e  
t i t l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  know t h e  o r i g i n .  You have t o  know t h e  
addressee,  and you have t o  know t h e  t i t l e  and you have t o  
know t h e  d a t e  of t h e  document and any i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t h e  
document has  on it. 

A. Right,  sir.  But it was s o  long ago and I logged 
s o  many I r e a l l y  cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you, sir.  When t h i s  f i r s t  came 
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o u t  l a s t  f a l l ,  t h e  names of t h e  v i l l a g e s  and a l l  sounded 
s l i g h t l y  f a m i l i  . a r  t o  m e ,  b u t  from e x a c t l y  where I d o n ' t  
know. Whether I saw t h e  map i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  o r  what, 
I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir.  

Q - W e l l  we recognize,  Sergeant  RITCHIE,  t h a t  we ' re  
pushing human memory q u i t e  a b i t  when we ' re  asking you t o  
br idge  up t h e s e  b i t s  and p ieces  t h a t  took p lace  2 years  ago, 
approximately 2 yea r s  ago. T h a t ' s  t h e  reason t h a t  a c t u a l l y  
w e  in t end  t o  s o r t  of r e f r e s h  your memory and r e f e r  t o  you 
t h e s e  documents and s e e  i f  you've seen t h e s e  before .  While 
h e ' s  doing t h a t ,  l e t  me ask you a couple ques t ions .  You s a i d  
you had a l o t  of s e c r e t  documents. What were t h e s e  s e c r e t  
documents? A t  one time I know you had q u i t e  a few s e c r e t  
documents, b u t  I ' l l  t e l l  you why you had them, because 
you had j u s t  organized Task Force Oregon, h a d n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. So .you had a l o t  of  Task Force Oregon documents 
which had t o  do wi th  organiza t ion  and a l o t  of t h a t  kind of 
s c h n i t z e l  wi th  General ROSSON and then with General KNOWLES. 
I t h i n k  I ' m  i n  t h e  r i g h t  time frame, a r e n ' t  I ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I know a l i t t l e  b i t  about t h i s .  So you had a l o t  
of  Oregon d i r e c t i v e s  and you had a l o t  of b i g  papers from 
I11 MAF and from a l l  of t h i s .  So a t  t h a t  time you probably 
had a l o t  of  s e c r e t  documents. But you d o n ' t  want t o  g e t  
yourse l f  a l l  clogged up with t h a t  k ind  of document which i s  
a l ready outdated.  I th ink  your p l a c e  was taken by Sergeant  
SAIMONS, wasn ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Before you turned  over  t o  SAIMONS you undoubtedly 
had a c l eans ing  of t h e  f i l e s  t o  g e t  r i d  of  t h a t  k ind  of m a t e r i a l  
which you d i d n ' t  need any longer? 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. You're running a d i v i s i o n  now. You're n o t  Task 
Force Oregon. 

A. Right ,  sir. 
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Q* Am I c o r r e c t  i n  what I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  he re?  

A. Yes, sir. I th ink  it was sometime i n  Apr i l  o r  
e a r l y  May when w e  went through t h e  drawers and destroyed 
t h i s .  

Q- You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you destroyed a  l o t .  Now, 
t e l l  me about Major BEASLEY. How d id  he  keep h i s  papers? 
Was he q u i t e  a pack r a t ?  Paper pack r a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. N e a t  and c lean  a s  a  w h i s t l e ,  eh? 

A. W e l l  n o t  q u i t e  n e a t  and c lean ,  b u t  he turned  
over  everyth ing  on h i s  desk a t  l e a s t  every o t h e r  day. H e  
got  r i d  of  it. H e  very seldom kep t  anything more than  2 
days. I n  most cases  it was s e n t  o u t  elsewhere. 

MR MACCRATE: You've i n d i c a t e d  you do have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of t h e  opera t ions  of Task Force Barker i n  a genera l  way; 
t h a t  it e x i s t e d .  I assume t h a t  you knew it was commanded 
by Colonel BARKER, and t h a t  it was a  p a r t  of t h e  11 th  
Brigade, and t h a t  it had been e s t a b l i s h e d  by drawing 
t h r e e  companies o u t  of each of t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  of t h e  b r igade  
as  an ad hoc o rgan iza t ion?  NOW, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
along a b o u t t h e  end of March 1968 hear ing  about any inves t -  
i g a t i o n  with r e s p e c t  t o  any opera t ion  of  Task Force Barker? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  d i d  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of hear ing  about a complaint an a v i a t o r ,  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  
had made wi th  respect t o  what had occurred i n  an opera t ion?  
Perhaps you d i d n ' t  hea r  t h a t  it was with r e s p e c t  t o  Task 
Force Barker, b u t  a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  complained about  
perhaps some unnecessary shoot ing  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. S i r ,  a long about  t h a t  time I can remember some 
excitement,  b u t  e x a c t l y  what it was, I d id  n o t  know. I t  
seems t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  number of  t h e  more s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r s ,  -e t  c e t e r a ,  congregat ing back with t h e  CG. 

Q- W e l l ,  we'd l i k e  t o  g e t  your b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
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j u s t  about. when t h i s  occurred? 

A. Well, I l e f t  f o r  R&R around 1 2  Apr i l .  I t h i n k  it 
was a week o r  s o  p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  

Q - Well, what do you r e c a l l  about  who it was t h a t  
came i n  t o  s e e  General KOSTER? 

A. Several  of t h e  br igade commanders and a l o t  of  t h e  
o t h e r s  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know. I knew t h e  br igade  commanders, -e t  
c e t e r a ,  I d i d n ' t  know.... 

Q *  W e l l ,  do you remember who t h e  br igade  commander 
o r  commanders were t h a t  were t h e r e ?  The one t h a t  you may 
have recognized on s i g h t ?  

A. I ' m  h o r r i b l e  on names. I c a n ' t  remember names. 

Q. Do you remember anything p e c u l i a r  about h i s  con-
dit i o n ?  

A. NO, sir. 

9. Do you remember a br igade  commander coming t o  
headquar ters  about t h i s  time with a c a s t  on h i s  l eg?  

A. I remember someone coming wi th  a c a s t ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember i f  it was a br igade  commander o r  not .-

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  LTG PEERS leaves  t h e  hear ing  
room, t i m e  1210.) 

Q. What do you remember of t h a t ?  

A. Nothing, sir. I can remember him coming i n ,  
b u t  t h a t  is  about it. 

Q- Did you know Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  commanding 
o f f i c e r  of t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

9. Was he  t h e  man who had h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could r e a l l y  s a y ,  sir. 

Q. A c t u a l l y  we've had tes t imony from o t h e r s  who w e r e  
t h e r e  i n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON d i d  come i n  t o  
t h e  headqua r t e r s  a t  t h a t  t ime.  One way it w a s  r e c a l l e d ,  
General  KOSTER d i d  a r a t h e r  unusual  t h i n g  of  coming o u t  o f  
h i s  o f f i c e  and sor t  o f  a s s i s t i n g  him from h i s  J e e p  because 
h e  w a s  l a b o r i n g  around wi th  h i s  c a s t  on.  Do you have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s e e i n g  t h a t ?  

A.  No, sir .  I d o n ' t .  And one reason could  be  t h a t  
t h e  c a r p o r t  w a s  around t o  t h e  s i d e  and my desk was up i n  
f r o n t .  

Q. So t h a t  t h e  s h o r t e s t  walk i n t o  t h e  C G ' s  o f f i c e  
would have been i n t o  t h e  c a r p o r t  and t h e  r ea sonab le  p l a c e  
f o r  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  a r r i v e .  You might n o t  have seen  
t h a t .  But do you r e c a l l  him t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  t h e  company 
o f  o t h e r s ?  

A. Not p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  s i r ,  no. 

Q. Can you relate it i n  any way t o  t h i s  g a t h e r i n g  
t h a t  you s e e m  t o  recall  of  General  KOSTER w i t h  some o f f i c e r s  
from a b r i g a d e  o r  o t h e r s  coming i n t o  headqua r t e r s?  

A. No, s i r ,  no s p e c i f i c  t i m e  frame a t  a l l .  

Q. Well,  maybe I can h e l p  you on t i m e  frame. 
Colonel  HENDERSON a c t u a l l y  was wounded i n  t h e  l e g  around 
2 1  March, and i t ' s  o u r  in format ion  t h a t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  2 weeks, 
approximat ley 2 weeks, h e  had h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t .  So t h a t  
i f  you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him wi th  h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t ,  it would 
b e  w i t h i n  t h e  p e r i o d  21-22 March t o  perhaps  7 A p r i l .  Do you 
have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h i s ,  o r  i s  t h i s  something you 
t h i n k  you j u s t  h e a r d  about  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A.  I s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember s e e i n g  him w i t h  t h e  c a s t ,  
s ir ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  about  it. 

Q. And s e e i n g  him around t h e  headqua r t e r s  b u i l d i n g ?  
Along about  t h i s  t ime do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s e e i n g  
a r a t h e r  b r i e f  r e p o r t  p o s s i b l y  s igned  by Colonel  HENDERSON, 
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perhaps no t  s igned,  r epor t ing  upon an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  was t h e  
s u b j e c t  of  complaint by a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ?  There may have 
been a r e fe rence  t o  t h e  ind i sc r imina te  shoot ing  of c i v i l i a n s  
o r  of  a conf ron ta t ion  between t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and h i s  
c r e w  and U . S .  ground fo rces  on t h e  ground. There may a l s o  
have been a  re ference  t o  a cap ta in  shoot ing  a  woman, t h a t  
t h e s e  mat ters  had been looked i n t o  and found wi thout  sub- 
s t ance?  Did you ever  r e c a l l  s ee ing  such papers? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  and one p o s s i b l e  reason why not:  
a l o t  of r e p o r t s ,  e t  c e t e r a  l i k e  t h i s  were hand-carried i n ,  
given t o  t h e  genera l .  He would read  t h e s e  and g ive  them 
back t o  t h e  people.  1 would never s e e  them. They would 
never be logged i n .  

Q. Do you ever  have a  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of hea r ing  about 
such papers o r  t a l k  among t h e  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you ever  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ?  
Do you remember h i s  name? 

A. H i s  o f f i c e  was t h r e e  o r  four  bu i ld ings  away from 
t h e r e  and I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You knew Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Colonel HOLLADAY coming i n t o  t h e  
o f f i c e  on a Sunday morning i n  March somewhat poss ib ly  e x c i t e d ,  
concerned, s h a l l  w e  say ,  accompanied by a  major from t h e  123rd 
Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n .  

A.  Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no, s ir .  

Q. Do you know Major WATKE, eve r  remember see ing  Major 
WATKE ? 
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A. No, s i r ,  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  them coming i n  
and seek ing  an appointment  w i t h  one of  t h e  g e n e r a l s  and any 
t a l k  a t  t h a t  t i m e  around headqua r t e r s  about some concern o f  
something t h a t  had gone on i n  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. No, n o t h i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I f  t hey  had come i n ,  
of  cou r se  t hey  w o u l d n ' t  have s topped by me f o r  an appoin t -
ment anyway. They would have gone on t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  c l e r k  
o r  a i d e ,  whichever one was t h e r e .  

Q I r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e r e  might have been a l i t t l e  
s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  way t h a t  
it happened. I wondered i f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  as 
such? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Now, you d i d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was some f l a p  
o r  a l i t t l e  exc i t emen t  t h a t  does  r i n g  a b e l l  w i t h  you about  
a g a t h e r i n g  e a r l y  i n  A p r i l .  Can you r e l a t e  it t o  anyth ing  
t h a t  you knew w a s  go ing  on a t  t h a t  t ime? I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  
would b e  a c e r t a i n  c u r i o s i t y  among t h e  p a r t  of  t h o s e  t h a t  
w e r e n ' t  a c t u a l l y  i n  on t h e  meet ings .  These c u r i o s i t i e s  
t e n d  t o  g e t  exchanged, " I  guess  it r e l a t e s  t o  t h i s  o r  
t h a t  "? 

A. No. W e  w e r e  u s u a l l y  p r e t t y  good a t ,  s h a l l  w e  
s a y ,  g r i l l i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  G 2  and G 3  people  who came i n  
t o  b r i e f  t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  never  r e a l l y  a b l e  t o  g e t  
much o u t  of  them and f i n d  o u t  what was going on. They were 
p r e t t y  closed-mouth about  every th ing .  

Q. Do you remember Colonel  ANISTRANSKI, t h e  G5, as 
p a r t  o f  t h i s  group? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  s ir .  A l l  t h e  G s t a f f  o f  cou r se  w a s  
i n  t h e r e  two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  a day. Whether he w a s  w i t h  t h i s  
l a r g e r  bunch o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e  you w e r e  on R&R beg inn ing  around 
1 0  A p r i l ?  
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A. 9 th .  I was gone t h e  e n t i r e  week before  and up 
through and inc luding  Eas ter .  

Q. Well, l e t ' s  ~ e e .  Eas te r  t h a t  yea r  was Sunday t h e  
14th.  Would t h a t  move your R&R d a t e  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  I l e f t  around Monday o r  Tuesday and got  
back t h e  fol lowing Monday o r  Tuesday. 

Q. So you would have l e f t  around t h e  7 th  o r  8 th  and 
came back t h e  1 5 t h  o r  16th? 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. So t h a t  t h i s  meeting t h a t  you r e c a l l  would be 
sometime . p r i o r  t o  7 Apr i l .  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. Now, upon your r e t u r n  from R&R,  do you have 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e r e  be ing  something going on wi th  
t h e  people down i n  Quang Ngai Province headquar ters ,  
communications and messages going back and f o r t h  t o  t h e  
province adv i so r ,  t h e  deputy province advisor?  To h e l p  
you f i x  it, can you r e c a l l  who was t h e  province advisor  a t  
t h a t  time? A b i g  man with a moustache? Remember M r .  James 
MAY? 

A. Y e s ,  M r .  MAY. 

aQ And then h i s  deputy was a l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel?  

A. A s  I s a i d  before ,  I ' m  awful a t  names. 

Q. Do you remember Lieutenant  Colonel GUINN? 

A. The name sounds f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  t h e  e x a c t  connect ion,  
no. I c a n ' t  p l a c e  t h e  f a c e  with it. 

Q. A t  o r  about t h i s  t ime, do you remember Colonel 
PARSON i n  t h e i r  company, poss ib ly  accompanying M r .  MAY coming 
i n  and o u t  of  headquarters?  

A. Yes, s ir .  
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Q. You do? 

A. I s e e m  t o  remember them coming i n  a t  least once 
and Colonel  PARSON meeting w i t h  them. I f  I remember r i g h t ,  
none of  t h e  g e n e r a l s  w e r e  around when they  a r r i v e d .  

Q - W e l l ,  where would you f i x  t h i s  i n  t ime? 

A. I would say  it was a f t e r  I came back from R&R 
b u t  t h a t ' s  about  all I can say  r e a l l y .  

Q - DO you remember s e e i n g  a t  any t i m e  any communications 
going back and f o r t h  between headqua r t e r s  and t h e  p rov ince  
advisory  teams? Would t h a t  be  t h e  k ind  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  would 
come a c r o s s  your  desk  from t i m e  t o  t ime? 

A. Th i s  would u s u a l l y  b e ,  i f  I remember r i g h t ,  i n  
t h e  form o f  T W X ' s  which w e r e  o f  course  i n  t h e  r e a d i n g  f i l e  
d a i l y .  

Q - W e l l  we have reason t o  t h i n k  t h a t  a long  about  t h i s  
t i m e  i n  t h e  middle  o f  A p r i l  1968 a Vietnamese document which 
looked l i k e  t h i s ,  which i s  E x h i b i t  M-36 o r  a p a r t  o f  E x h i b i t  
M-36, came i n t o  the headqua r t e r s  o f  t h e  America1 Div is ion .  
It might have a c t u a l l y  been hand d e l i v e r e d  down i n  Quang 
Ngai t o  General  ROSTER, b u t  t h e r e a f t e r  i t  would have been 
around Div i s ion  Headquar ters .  An Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  would 
have been w i t h  it. I show you an Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  and 
s e e  i f  you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a document l i k e  t h a t  o r  any 
d i s c u s s i o n  of  such  document. 

A. I can remember r e c e i v i n g  s e v e r a l  Vietnamese docu- 
ments w i t h  a t t a c h e d  t r a n s l a t i o n s .  This  p a r t i c u l a r  one,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember s e e i n g  i t ?  No, sir.  

Q. Well,  I t h i n k  i f  you had seen  t h a t ,  i n  view of 
i t s  c o n t e n t s ,  you might  w e l l  r e c o l l e c t  it. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  But as I s a i d  b e f o r e  a l o t  o f  t h i s  
k ind  o f  t h i n g  w a s  c a r r i e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  by t h e  G 2  and G3 and 
hand-del ivered w i t h o u t  it e v e r  going through t h e  c h i e f  o f  s ta f f .  
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Q- You have ind ica ted  t h a t  from time t o  time you d i d  
s e e  some Vietnamese documents with t r a n s l a t i o n s .  I ' d  l i k e  you 
t o  look a t  t h e s e  a d d i t i o n a l  pages of  Exh ib i t  M-36, t h e  Viet-  
namese t e x t  of two pages and t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  of those  
pages. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  look a t  t h e  whole document. There i s  
some genera l  information on t h e  f i r s t  two pages,  and it be-
comes a l i t t l e  more s p e c i f i c  a t  t h e  top  of  t h e  second page. 
See i f  t h a t  r ings  any b e l l  of r e c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  you? 

A. No, sir. I t  d o e s n ' t  sound p a r t i c u l a r l y  f a m i l i a r .  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you another  p i e c e  of VC 
propaganda, Exh ib i t  M-35. Here again t h e r e ' s  a copy of  t h e  
vietnamese t e x t  and English t r a n s l a t i o n  on top .  This i s  a 
n o t i c e  da ted  28 March 1968. 

A. I can remember something coming ac ross  with a 
l a r g e  heading such as  t h i s ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  say 
whether it was t h i s  one o r  no t .  

Q- Well, read i n t o  it a b i t  and see i f  t h a t  r ings  any
b e l l ?  Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  s ee ing  a  t r a n s l a t i o n  of a p iece  of 
VC propaganda along those  l i n e s ?  That p a r t i c u l a r  t r a n s l a t i o n  
has  r e c e n t l y  been prepared,  s o  i f  you saw it, it would have 
been a d i f f e r e n t  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  bu t  I would assume e s s e n t i a l l y  
t h e  same. 

A. I can remember see ing  s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. What makes you r e c a l l  i t ?  What do you r e c a l l  
about what you saw t h a t  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s ?  

A. A s  I remember, one t h a t  I saw w a s  f a i r l y  s h o r t ,  
b u t  it d i d  mention some k i l l i n g s ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  t h a t  weren ' t  
merely p a r t  of a  war. But a t  t h e  Erne I t h i n k  I remember 
th ink ing  t h i s  was j u s t  propaganda and whi le  a l i t t l e  b i t  of 
it could have been happening I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  too  much about it 
being  a l a r g e  problem. 

Q. W e l l  do you r e c a l l  anything accompanying t h i s  o r  
being s a i d  about it around t h e  headquar ters?  

A. I be l i eve  t h e r e  was a  no te  a t t ached  t o  it from 
Colonel ANISTRANSKI j u s t  b r i n g  it t o  t h e  C G ' s  a t t e n t i o n ,  b u t  
saying  t h a t  he n e e d n ' t  p u t  too  much s t o r e  i n  it as  c o r r e c t  
information.  
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Q - I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a  s ta tement  da ted  1 4  A p r i l
1968, which i s  p a r t  of Exh ib i t  R-5 ,  and ask you i f  you ever  
r e c a l l  s ee ing  a document l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  recognize t h i s .  However i n  
t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I s e e  t h e  name of  Captain MEDINA. 
I recognize t h e  name, b u t  t h a t ' s  about it. 

Q. Well, I j u s t  want you f o r  t h e  moment t o  look a t  
t h e  s ta tement .  I want t o  come i n  a moment t o  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A s  f a r  a s  t h a t  s ta tement  i s  concerned. 

A. NO, sir.  I d o n ' t  recognize it. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  p iece  of  VC propaganda 
you seem t o  r e c a l l  being s e n t  t o  t h e  commanding genera l  wi th  
a note  from Colonel ANISTRANSKI .  What i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
as t o  what he s a i d  about t h e  VC propaganda? 

A. What Colonel ANISTRANSKI s a i d ?  

Q Yes. 

A. I f  I remember r i g h t ,  he j u s t  s a i d  t h i s  was a sam-
p l e  of  t h e  kind of t h i n g  they were p u t t i n g  o u t ,  and he  d i d n ' t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h i n k  t h e i r  information c e n t e r  was c o r r e c t .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of anything t h a t  ac-
companied t h a t ,  any d iscuss ion  about i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Where you s a w  t h e  document? 

A. I f  I remember r i g h t ,  it j u s t  came through i n  nor-
m a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  g e t  a g r e a t  dea l  of VC propaganda i n  
headquar ters ,  d i d  you? 

A. No, sir. 

9. ~tw a s  somewhat unusual t o  have a sample of t h a t  
i n ?  

A. Right,  sir. 
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Q- Do you r e c a l l  a  d iscuss ion  i n  r e fe rence  with re-
s p e c t  t o  Exh ib i t  M-35 t o  an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  3d Brigade 
of t h e  82d Divis ion and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it was known i n  head- 
q u a r t e r s  t h a t  t h a t  br igade  was no t  a t  t h a t  time opera t ing  i n  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea?  Any d i scuss ion  of  t h e  obvious misinfor-  
mation i n  t h a t  paragraph? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. That d o e s n ' t  r i n g  any b e l l s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t ake  a look a t  t h e  r e p o r t  of in -
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  R-5, and I show you a carbon copy o f  t h e  docu- 
ment. I f  you were t o  have seen t h i s  i n  t h e  headquarters  of 
t h e  America1 Divis ion,  you might have seen t h e  carbon, b u t  
you might have a l s o  seen t h e  o r i g i n a l  copy of t h e  r e p o r t  of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A s  you look a t  t h a t  do you have any recol -  
l e c t i o n  of see ing  it, with o r  wi thout  inc losures?  You might 
a t  t h e  same time look a t  t h e  documents t h a t  a r e  a t tached.  

A. I can remember having seen s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  of in-
v e s t i g a t i o n s  of so-ca l led  i n c i d e n t s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  one t h a t  a 
Vietnamese woman had complained t h a t  she  w a s  raped. 

Q- That was along around t h e  t ime you were l eav ing ,
wasn ' t  i t ?  

-A.  Y e s ,  sir. I th ink  it w a s .  

Q. I ' m  a l i t t l e  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  you would have heard 
about t h e  i n c i d e n t  of which we know, because i t  was e i t h e r  
l a t e  i n  May o r  e a r l y  June. And you l e f t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  before  
t h e  end of May? 

A. Right.  I a r r i v e d  back i n  t h e  S t a t e s  on t h e  28th,  
I b e l i e v e  it was. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  when you l e f t  Chu Lai?  

A. The 27th,  Sunday. I a r r i v e d  back i n  t h e  S t a t e s  
t h e  morning of t h e  28th, Monday. 
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Q. I d i d n ' t  mean t o  i n t e r r u p t  your t r a i n  of thought
by what you r e c a l l e d  on t h a t  r e p o r t ,  b u t  I wanted t o  s e e  i f  
you could f i x  it i n  time. Was it very l a t e  i n  your time there  
t h a t  you saw t h a t  r epor t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I would p u t  it more than l i k e l y  i n  May. Yes, sir. 
Exact ly when, I 'm no t  su re .  

Q. Because I would have had some ques t ion  a s  t o  whe- 
t h e r  t h i s  could have occurred and been repor ted  upon be fo re  
you l e f t ?  Do you r e c a l l  i n  what a r e a  t h i s  is  a l l e g e d  t o  have 
occurred? 

A. I n  t h e  southern p a r t  of  t h e  a r e a .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  
somewhere down around t h e  Duc Pho a rea .  I b e l i e v e  she claim- 
ed  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  men had raped her .  

Q- This  perhaps then i s  a d i f f e r e n t  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
you were r e c a l l i n g .  Do you r e c a l l  who was t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  o r  where t h e  r e p o r t  came from? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - Well you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you r e c a l l  o t h e r  r e p o r t s  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Could you t e l l  us about those? 

A. No, s ir .  I remember having seen s e v e r a l ,  b u t  i n  
g lancing  a t  them. That was about i t ,  n o t  r e a l l y  reading them 
too  much. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any t h a t  r e f e r r e d  t o  Captain MEDINA? 
You s a i d  t h a t  h i s  name was f a m i l i a r  t o  you. Is it f a m i l i a r  
from t h a t  time? 

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  p l ace  whether he was f a m i l i a r  from 
t h a t  time. I t h i n k  I know where I remember t h e  name, i n  which 
case  it would n o t  have been t h i s  man. When I came back t o  
t h e  S t a t e s  I was s t a t i o n e d  he re  a t  Walter Reed I n s t i t u t e  of 
Research and w e  had a Captain MEDINA. T h a t ' s  probably where 
I recognize t h e  name. 

Q =  And you have no a s s o c i a t i o n  of  h i s  name wi th  any 
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r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  you saw when you were t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. DO you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  r e p o r t s  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Other than j u s t  see ing  them, a s  f a r  a s  con ten t s ,  
no, sir. 

9- Do you remember see ing  any and a s s o c i a t i n g  it 
with t h e  name of Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  
of  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q. A t  any t i m e  while  you were a t  t h e  America1 Divis ion,  
do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of hea r ing  about any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
r e l a t i n g  t o  a r e p o r t  from t h e  Vietnamese about a l a r g e  number 
of c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  i n  Son My v i l l a g e  a rea  of  Son Tinh 
d i s t r i c t ,  Tu Cung, T-u C-u-n-g, Co Luy , C-o L-u-y. Anything 
l i k e  t h a t  s t r i k e  a responsive chord? 

A. No, s ir .  

COL ARMSTRONG: What was your r e a c t i o n  when you read about 
o r  heard about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  on TV? 

A. I f  I remember r i g h t ,  I d i d n ' t  know whether t o  
r e a l l y  be l i eve  it o r  no t .  I t  revo l t ed  me a l i t t l e  b i t .  I 
r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  it could have a c t u a l l y  happened. 
Since then  I ' v e  begun t o  wonder t h a t  i f  it d i d  happen, why 
it w a s  s o  long i n  coming out .  

Q. Did you r e a l i z e  it was i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q- The 1 1 t h  Brigade? 


A. Right,  sir. 

Q. ~ u r i n g  t h e  per iod  you were t h e r e ?  

A. Right. 
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Q. And your  n a t u r a l  r e a c t i o n  w a s  t h a t ,  " I  would have 
known about  i t " ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h e a r i n g  any 
rumors of  any s o r t  about  something unusual  having gone on down 
i n  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  down around 
Quang Ngai a t  o r  abou t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I can remember Major BEASLEY having  c a l l e d  down 
t o  Quang Ngai s e v e r a l  t i m e s  du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  
and a f t e r  I came back from R&R b u t  whether it w a s  t h i s  matter 
o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know. He u s u a l l y  found a reason t o  c a l l  down 
t h e r e  maybe once o r  tw ice  a week. 

Q - When h e  c a l l e d  t h e r e ,  wi th  whom would he  speak? 
Whom d i d  you g e t  f o r  him on t h e  te lephone?  

A. H e  u s u a l l y  p l aced  a l l  o f  h i s  cal ls  h i m s e l f .  

Q. I guess  you had an i d e a  o f  whom he  w a s  c a l l i n g
from t i m e  t o  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  what w a s  h i s  name. I know he w a s  q u i t e  
f r i e n d l y  wi th  t h i s  person.  I t h i n k  he  had know him b e f o r e  o r  
something,  b u t  e x a c t l y  who it w a s  o r  h i s  name, I --
Q e  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Someone on t h e  prov ince  s t a f f  o r  
someone on t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion  advisory  team? 

A. Tha t ,  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you, 

Q - L e t  m e  j u s t  r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  very q u i c k l y  
as t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  you had down i n  Quang Ngai a t  t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s  of t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion .  Colonel  TOAN, t h e  command- 
i n g  gene ra l .  H e  h a s  as h i s  G 2  a  Major PHO. The American ad- 
v i s o r s  were Colonel  ULSAKER u n t i l  1 A p r i l ,  and t h e n  it w a s  
a Colonel  HUTTER, who r ep l aced  Colonel  uLSAKER j u s t  around 1 -
A p r i l  1968. 

A. That  name d o e s n ' t  sound f a m i l i a r .  ULSAKER, yes .  

a.  Then a t  prov ince  l e v e l  you had t h e  c h i e f ,  who 
was Colonel  KHIEN, and h i s  a d v i s o r  w a s  M r .  MAY, who w a s  t h e  
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~ r o v i n c e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r ,  and h i s  deputy was L ieu tenan t  Colonel  
G U I N N .  Then, back ove r  aga in  i n  t h e  ARVN Div i s ion  was a Major 
EARLE. Does t h a t  r i n g  any b e l l ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Then back on t h e  prov ince  s i d e  you had Major KEATING,  
a name DILLERY, o r  Colonel  GREEN. 

A. ULSAKER and MAY a r e  about  t h e  o n l y  two I can re-
member. 

Q- Do you remember Major GAVIN? 

A. No. 

Q- H e  w a s  t h e  s e n i o r  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r  a t  Son Tinh 
~ i s t r i c t .  

A. No, sir.  

Q. You c a n ' t  p l a c e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  prov ince  
advisory  t e a m  w i t h  whom Major BEASLEY d e a l t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. I f  you s a w  a l i s t  of  t h e  p rov ince  adv i so ry  per -  
sonne l ,  do you t h i n k  you cou ld  p i c k  t h e  name o u t ?  

A. I t e n d  t o  doubt  it. 

Q. W e  do have such a l i s t .  I t  i s n ' t  i n  t h e  room, 
b u t  I would l i k e  you when y o u ' r e  f i n i s h e d  i n  h e r e ,  i f  you, 
j u s t  b e f o r e  you l e a v e ,  t a k e  a look a t  t h a t  and s e e  i f  you can 
f i x  t h e  name f o r  us.  Do you have any o t h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  re-
gard ing  t h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  Quang Ngai, t e l ephone  c a l l s ,  cor-
respondence,  any th ing  t h a t  happened by way o f  fo l low up t o  
such cal ls  by Major BEASLEY? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. I f  any th ing  comes t o  you i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  w e  would 
a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would g e t  i n  touch w i t h  us and g i v e  us 
a cal l  and l e t  us know about  it. We're t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  
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in fo rma t ion  w e  can t o g e t h e r .  We've today examined more than  
350 wi tnes ses .  W e  have assembled many documents, and w e  have 
a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n fo rma t ion .  But w e  have l i t t l e  p i e c e s  h e r e  
t h a t  w e ' r e  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  and make s u r e  t h a t  w e  
have t h e  complete p i c t u r e .  Q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  one o f  t h e  prob- 
lems has  been t h e  d r e a d f u l  s t a t e  of t h e  f i l e s  from t h i s  p e r i o d  
i n  t h e  America1 Headquar ters .  Your headqua r t e r s  f i l e s  from 
t h i s  t ime p e r i o d  have been very d i f f i c u l t  t o  l o c a t e  anyth ing  
i n .  Your l o g s  a r e  miss ing.  I wonder i f  you have any expla -  
n a t i o n  as t o  why w e  have encountered such problems. 

A .  No, I d o n ' t ,  sir. There w e r e  l o o s e  s h e e t s  j u s t  
i n  a f o l d e r ,  n o t  any notebook o r  anything.  I s i g n e d  them o v e r  
t o  Sergeant  SAIMONS 3 o r  4 days b e f o r e  I l e f t .  H e  and I went 
through them, i n v e n t o r i e d  eve ry th ing ,  and I s igned  them o v e r  
t o  him. They w e r e  s t i l l ' i n  t h e  drawer when I l e f t ,  a s  f a r  as 
I know. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  
t h a t  s a f e  when you l e f t  i t ?  Can you d e s c r i b e  g e n e r a l l y  what 
you r e c a l l e d  o f  t h e  arrangement a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you l e f t ?  
Do you recall how t h e  papers  w e r e  a r ranged  i n  i t ?  

A. They w e r e  j u s t  i n  p i l e s .  They w e r e n ' t  i n  f o l d e r s  
o r  any th ing ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  permanent s t u f f  down a t  t h e  bo t -  
tom. I t  was a l l  s t a c k e d  i n  numerical  o r d e r  accord ing  t o  o u r  
l o g ,  b u t  j u s t  i n  p i l e s .  

Q. How about  c o n f i d e n t i a l  papers?  Where would they  
have been f i l e d ?  

A .  I f  I remember r i g h t ,  t h e r e  was very l i t t l e  con-
f i d e n t i a l  i n  t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  some i n  t h e  t h i r d  
drawer i n  t h e  f r o n t  and a l i t t l e  b i t  up i n  t h e  t o p  drawer.  
That  w a s  about  it. 

Q. Do you remember any f o l d e r s  w i t h ,  f o r  example, 
t h e  name o f  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  on them? 

A.  No, sir. 

a.  An accord ion  f o l d e r ?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q. I n  which General 'KOSTER'S papers  were s t o r e d  with 
a n o t a t i o n ,  "General .KOSTER-Personal ," o r  "Commanding General- 
personal  " ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Everyone e l s e  seems t o  remember t h a t  f o l d e r .  I ' m  
supr i sed  t h a t  you d o n ' t ,  i f  you used t o  go t o  t h a t  f i l e  regu-

, l a r l y .  

A. I was i n  t h e  f i l e  four  and f i v e  t imes a day. I n  
f a c t ,  Major BEASLEY and I were t h e  only two w i t h  t h e  combi- 
na t ion .  S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS  had it too  i n  case  t h e  genera l  came 
i n  sometime when we were ou t .  The more I t h i n k  about i t ,  I 
do remember such a f i l e  a s  being i n  t h e  t o p  drawer, i f  I re-
member r i g h t .  Of course I never looked i n t o  it. I t  was a 
very t h i n  f i l e ,  maybe about l i k e  t h a t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  an i n c h ) .  

Q. About an inch t h i c k ?  

A. About an inch. 

Q. Anything e l s e  you can t e l l  us about t h e  s t a t e  of 
those  f i l e s  when you l e f t ?  

A. Sergeant  SAIMONS and I had s t r a i g h t e n e d  it up, 
s t r a i g h t e n e d  t h e  f i l e s  and a l l  up, and we were inventorying 
it. Other than t h a t ,  no. 

Q- Well, i f  you have any f l a s h e s  o f  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
about t h a t  f i l e ,  we would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  having t h e  b e n e f i t  
of them. I want t o  give you an oppor tuni ty  a t  t h i s  time t o  
ask any ques t ions  o r  make any s ta tement  you would l i k e  f o r  
t h e  record.  

A. No, sir. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  of  anything. 

Q. Well, I would l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  proceedings.  In  t h e  case  of  m i l i t a r y  personnel ,  
they a r e  d i r e c t e d ,  and i n  t h e  case of  c i v i l i a n  personnel ,  r e -
quested t o  r e s p e c t  t h a t  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t  
t o  t a l k  about t h e  proceedings he re  wi th  o t h e r  wi tnesses  who 
may have been o r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  appear before  t h e  board. I 
should p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  any reques t  f o r  r e s t r a i n t  
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i n  t h i s  r e spec t  is no t  app l i cab le  t o  any reques t  you may re-
ce ive ,  f o r  example, t o  t e s t i f y  before  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  leg- 
i s l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  body. L e g i s l a t i v e  might conceivably 
be t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  subcommittee of  t h e  House Armed Services  
Committee. I have no i d e a  whether o r  n o t  you would be c a l l e d ,  
b u t  I j u s t  want t o  make c l e a r  t h a t  any reques t  t h a t  we make 
i n  t h i s  regard would n o t  prec lude  you i n  any way from p a r t i -  
c i p a t i n g  i n  such proceedings.  W e  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  time. 

h he h e a r i n g  recessed a t  1225 hours ,  12 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ROBERTS, Daniel A. CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 27 ,  28 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Major General KOSTER's 
Aide. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE 1 6  MARCH MY LA1 OPERATION. 

Captain ROBERTS had only genera l  knowledge of  t h e  
Task Force Barker 16 March opera t ion  (pgs. 7 ,  8 ) .  H e  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  on the t h r e e  occasions that General KOSTER 
was b r i e f e d  a t  LZ Dottie t h e  b r i e f i n g  was always conducted 
by ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel BARKER (pg. 8 ) .  The  witness  usua l ly  
would t a l k  with  the t a sk  fo rce  53 as it was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
him to  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  i n  the t a s k  fo rce  bunker 
(pgs. 8,  9)  . Because he could remember t h e  t w o ; rni l i tary-
age males t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON brought in,ROBERTS re-
c a l l e d  being a t  LZ Dottie on 16 March (pg. 9 ) .  However, 
he d id  no t  remember BARKER being t h e r e  or anything 
p a r t i c u l a r  about t h e  body count (pgs. 1 0 ,  25) . ROBERTS d id  
no t  remember i f  they flew over t h e  task f o r c e  ope ra t iona l  
area when they depar ted t h e  LZ (pg. 10) .  The witness  d id  
not  r e c a l l  p icking up Lieutenant General DOLEMAN a t  LZ 
Bronco o r  BARKER b r i e f i n g  KOSTER and DOLEMAN a t  LZ ~ o t t i e  
a t  1645 on 16 March (pgs. 11, 12) .  ROBERTS d id  n o t  recall  
anything pecu l i a r  about t h e  1 6  March opera t ion  (pg. 25) .  H e  
never heard.any rumors of noncombatants being unnecessar i ly  
k i l l e d  or of a confronta t ion  between U.S. a i r  and ground 
forces  (pgs. 29-31) . 
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2 .  INQUIRIES OR REPORTS REGARDING THE 16 MARCH OPERATION. 

Although t h e  wi tness  normally monitored t h e  r a d i o s ,  he 
d i d  no t  r e c a l l  any r a d i o  t ransmiss ions  regarding o rde r s  
f o r  C/1/20 t o  resweep My Lai ( 4 ) ,  t o  count t h e  bodies ,  t o  
determine t h e i r  age and sex ,  o r  t o  determine how they were 
k i l l e d  (pgs. 5 ,  6 ,  1 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  KOSTER counter-  
manding t h e  order  f o r  ~ / 1 / 2 0  t o  resweep My Lai (pgs. 13,  1 4 ) .  
The wi tness  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  KOSTER giv ing  him a 3x5 card  
containing d a t a  concerning c a s u a l t i e s  (pgs. 2 1 ,  22 ) .  KOSTER 
v i s i t e d  wi th  Colonel TOAN once o r  twice  a  month. However, 
he was no t  p r ivy  t o  t h e i r  meetings (pg. 23 ) .  ROBERTS 
r e c a l l e d  an envelope marked "eyes only" addressed t o  
KOSTER. However, he  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  how it was de l ive red  
o r  i t s  conten ts  (pgs. 23, 24) .  ROBERTS had .never seen 
HENDERSON'S2 4  A p r i l  1968 r e p o r t  (pg. 24 ) .  He had no 
knowledge t h a t  KOSTER had ordered t h e  Task Force Barker 
16 March 1968 opera t ion  inves t iga t ed  (pg. 24) . However, 
ROBERTS was no t  p re sen t  a t  t h e  morning s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  i n  . 
KOSTER'S conference room (pgs. 24, 25) .  Although he d i d  no t  
i n i t i a l l y  remember KOSTER d i scuss ing  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  of 
weapons t o  bodies  f o r  t h e  16 March ope ra t ion  wi th  YOUNG 
(pg. 2 6 ) ,  he  l a t e r  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  he overheard such a  
d i scuss ion .  YOUNG became annoyed and s a i d  he would 
determine what caused it (pg. 34) .  ROBERTS r e c a l l e d  
HENDERSON v i s i t i n g  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  one time accompanied 
by h i s  s e rgean t  major and a s t a f f  member whom ROBERTS 
thought might have been Lieutenant  Colonel BLACKLEDGE 
(pgs. 20, 2 1 ,  25-28) . Even though ROBERTS saw Chaplain 
LEWIS every n i g h t  a t  d inner ,  LEWIS never mentioned c i v i l i a n s  
being unnecessar i ly  k i l l e d  (pgs. 29, 30) . 
3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  P r i o r  t o  t e s t i f y i n g  before  t h e  Peers  Inqui ry ,  
ROBERTS had spoken wi th  only one person from the America1 
Division regarding t h e  i nc iden t .  H e  and S t a f f  Sergeant  
BARNES r e l a t e d  t o  each o t h e r  t h a t  they had no knowledge 
of a  massacre (pgs. 3, 4 ) .  KOSTER had no t  c a l l e d  ROBERTS, 
nor had any of t h e  o t h e r  a i d e s  s i n c e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  broke 
i n t o  t h e  news (pg. 4 )  . 

b. The witness  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  DOLEMAN o r  DOLEMAN'S 
v i s i t  on 16-17 March 1968 (pgs. 11, 1 2 ) .  

(ROBERTS ) 2 SUM APP T-252 

FOR 'OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


c. Subsequent t o  16 March 1968 KOSTER was c h i e f l y  
concerned with  t h e  opera t ion  nor th  of Tam Ky and w e s t  of 
Highway 1, and t h e  196th I n f a n t r y  Brigade 's  move t o  defend 
Camp Evans nor th  of Hue (pg. 17) . However, they d i d  v i s i t  
LZ Dottie and KOSTER was b r i e f e d  by BARKER t w o  times 
a f t e r  16 March (pgs. 16,  17') . 

d. The wi tness  d i d  not mainta in  a l og  or journa l  of 
t h e i r  movements and a c t i v i t i e s  (pg. 18) . 

e. ROBERTS was n o t  p r ivy  t o  conversat ions  between 
KOSTER and YOUNG (pg. 19) . 

f .  H e  d i d  n o t  monitor telephone conversat ions  between 
KOSTER and Colonel HENDERSON (pg. 20) .  

g. ROBERTS' r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  newspaper r e p o r t s  
were: (1)he could n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  occurred;  and 
( 2 )  he  found it shocking t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  HAEBERLE and . 
S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  what they had seen s i n c e  
they must have known it w a s  wrong, (pg.' 29) .  

h. Normally, ROBERTS l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  when 
KOSTER and he  v i s i t e d  a f i r e  base.  However, he excluded 
himself when t h e r e  w a s  a crowd (pgs. 4 ,  5) . 

i. KOSTER's v i s i t s  wi th  Vietnamese a l l ies  were always 
prearranged (pg. 7) . 

j . ROBERTS was KOSTER' s sole a i d e  (pg. 11). 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1445 hours ,  2 7  January 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  witness  i s  Captain Daniel  A. ROBERTS. 

(CPT ROBERTS was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as follows:) 

Captain ROBERTS, f o r  t h e  record ,  w i l l  you p lease  
s ta te  your f u l l  name, grade,  Soc ia l  S e c u r i t y  number, organi-
a t i o n  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Daniel A. ROBERTS, Captain,  Headquarters 
and Headquarters Ba t t e ry ,  2d B a t t a l i o n ,  18 th  A r t i l l e r y ,  F o r t  
Lewis, Washington. 

RCDR: Thank you. 

10: What i s  your b a t t e r y  assignment a t  t h e  p resen t  
time? 

A. Headquarters and Headquarters B a t t e r y ,  s ir .  

Q. Of t h e  8th? 

A. 18th  A r t i l l e r y ,  2d B a t t a l i o n .  

Q. 2d of t h e  18th? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Have you read t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. 

Q. D o  you understand them or  have any ques t ions  con-
cern ing  them? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I have no ques t ions .  
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Q. On my l e f t ,  Capta in  ROBERTS, i s  M r .  MACCRATE. M r .  
MACCRATE i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  ser-
v i c e s  t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  assist i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
t o  prov ide  l e g a l  counse l  t o  me and o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  on t h e  
i n q u i r y  team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG, an Army co l -
o n e l ,  who has  been  des igna t ed  as an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  by t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f ,  General  WESTMORE-
LAND. There a r e  o t h e r  groups such as t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t a k i n g  
tes t imony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I w i l l  have t h e  t a s k ,  o f  
cou r se ,  o f  p u l l i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r  and weighing t h e  e v i -
dence and de t e rmin ing  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recommendations. 
AS a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r ,  you a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  
tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
w i tnes ses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  as may b e  neces sa ry  
i n  t h e  performance o f  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ,  o r  a s  you may be  re-
q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  
o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l a t t e r ,  it may b e  
t h a t  you w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  one o f  t h e  Con-
g r e s s i o n a l  committees.  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you 
w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  sub-
committee o f  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  committee, i n  which 
even t  your  t es t imony h e r e  today and your  a p p e a r m c e  h e r e  would 
i n  no way p r e c l u d e  you t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  such a body. To my 
knowledge, you have n o t  been ques t ioned  o r  c i t e d  by t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  o f  t h e  Uni ted  
S t a t e s  v. Ca l ley .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  I have had no d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t h i s .  

Q Right .  I see no reason why you shou ld  b e  s o  c i t e d ,  
b u t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  you a r e ,  your  appearance h e r e  would i n  
no way change either t h e  e f f e c t  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  such 
an o r d e r  e i t h e r  by t h a t  m i l i t a r y  judge o r  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  any of  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  cases which may p o s s i b l y  
develop o u t  of  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. We'l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1448 hour s ,  27 January 
1970.) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1449 hours ,  27 
January 1 970. ) 

I0 : The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed a r e  
again p resen t .  

I 0 : Captain ROBERTS, would you i n d i c a t e  your duty 
assignment i n  t h e  Americal Divis ion ,  any reassignments you 
may have had, and t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  d a t e s  and t h e  te rminat ion  
d a t e s  and s o  f o r t h .  

A. S i r ,  I deployed wi th  t h e  16th  A r t i l l e r y ,  where I 
was assigned as  a forward observer ,  and I s t a y e d  genera l ly  a s  
a forward observer  f o r  t h e  16th  A r t i l l e r y  u n t i l  about 2 3  Septem-
b e r  1967. 

Q. When d i d  t h e  16th  deploy? 

A. The 1 6 t h  deployed i n  June 1967. A t  t h a t  time I 
was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  General KOSTER1s o f f i c e  as h i s  a i d e ,  h i s  
only a ide .  I s tayed a t  t h a t  job u n t i l  9 May 1968. I was 
t r a n s f e r r e d  back t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  and I was assigned t o  
t h e  212th F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y  Group. I ' v e  moved wi th in  t h e  group, 
b u t  I ' v e  n o t  been reassigned o u t s i d e  t h e  212th A r t i l l e r y  Group 
s i n c e  I 've been back. 

Q- The so-ca l led  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  o f  1 6  March 1968 
became a ma t t e r  of pub l i c  knowledge about 4 o r  5 months ago, 
toward t h e  end of  September o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  October 1969. 
Since t h a t  t i m e ,  and he re  I mean of course by newspapers o r  
r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  and t h e  l i k e ,  have you had any d iscuss ions  
wi th  anybody from t h e  Americal Divis ion concerning t h e  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  it, o r  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
which may have taken p lace  regarding  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I ' v e  of course read t h e  newspaper s t o r i e s  and t h e  
l i k e .  I d i d  have a d iscuss ion  wi th  a  S t a f f  Sergeant  BARNES 
and he  was no t  a b l e  t o  t e l l  me anything. 

Q. Who was he? 
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A. S t a f f  S e r g e a n t  BARNES a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  t h e  a c t i n g  
f i rs t  s e r g e a n t  o f  t h e  105 f i r i n g  b a t t e r y  t h a t  suppor ted  LZ 
Upt igh t .  H e  s a i d  h e  d i d n ' t  know anyth ing  about  it, and I s a i d  
I d i d n ' t  know any th ing  about  it, and t h a t  w a s  t h e  end o f  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n .  W e  d i s c u s s e d  about  whether it could  have happened 
o r  n o t ,  b u t  it w a s  s p e c u l a t i o n  as two c i v i l i a n s  would s p e c u l a t e .  

Q Have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody e l s e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - General  KOSTER e v e r  cal l  you? 

A. No, sir. 

Any o f  t h e  o t h e r  a i d e s  e v e r  ca l l  you?Q. 

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  anybody else i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
,4 

headqua r t e r s?  (1
C1 
0 

A. No, s i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, I h a v e n ' t  
d i s cus sed  It w i t h  anyone. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now, I know g e n e r a l l y  how a i d e s  func-
t i o n  and what t h e y ' r e  supposed t o  do, b u t  I t h i n k  each g e n e r a l  
o f f i c e r  has  a c e r t a i n  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  an a i d e .  A s  
a consequence t h e y  t e n d  t o  func t ion  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  one from t h e  
o t h e r .  A s  a consequence,  I would ask  you t o  d e s c r i b e  i n  b r i e f  
how you func t ioned  w i t h  General  KOSTER? 

A. Our days were g e n e r a l l y  r o u t i n e ,  u n l e s s  something 
d i f f e r e n t  was happening. He'd have b r e a k f a s t  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a l  
Div i s ion  m e s s  and then  from b r e a k f a s t ,  w e  would go down t o  t h e  
o f f i c e  about 0700. And h e ' d  work a t  h i s  desk.  Everyday h e  
went down t o  t h e  A m e r i c a l  r e c e p t i o n  s t a t i o n ,  where a new group 
o f  s o l d i e r s  were coming i n .  He'd speak t o  them. We'd go 
back up t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  where t h e  s t a f f  w a s  w a i t -
i n g  t o  b r i e f  him. When t h e  b r i e f i n g  was f i n i s h e d  and h i s  
morning paperwork w a s  completed,  h e ' d  g e t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
and normally go t o  t h e  a r e a  where t h e r e  was t h e  most c o n t a c t  
du r ing  t h e  prev ious  day o r  t h e  prev ious  n i g h t .  While h e  w a s  
i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  h e  would dec ide  where h e  w a s  going. So I 
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had no advance knowledge of where t h e  genera l  was going. He'd 
s t o p  i n  a t  a f i r e  base.  He would g e t  a  b r i e f i n g  from e i t h e r  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander o r  t h e  exec o r  t h e  3 ,  whoever was pre-
s e n t .  And then h e ' d  ask them about t h e i r  problems and go on. 
I l i s t e n e d  i n  on a l l  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s  because I thought t h a t  
I should know everyth ing  t h a t  he knows. I would exclude my- 
s e l f  from t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s  when t h e  genera l  was t a l k i n g  a lone  
with another  o f f i c e r  o r  when t h e r e  was more than f i v e  o f f i -  
c e r s  s o  t h a t ,  I made it a crowd. But genera l ly  when he was 
speaking with two o f f i c e r s  and g e t t i n g  a t a c t i c a l  b r i e f i n g ,  
I would l i s t e n  i n .  I can remember going down t o  LZ Dot t i e  
wi th  him on t h r e e  occasions.  But I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  
t h e  d a t e s  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  beginning of  t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q- . Let  me ask you t o  g e t  back t o  t h e  ques t ion  I 
addressed t o  you about t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i f  I may. We'l l  g e t  you 
back t o  Dot t i e  a l i t t l e  l a t e r .  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  

Q. Who operated t h e  r a d i o s  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I opera ted  t h e  r a d i o ,  sir.  

Q. And what channels d i d  you normally monitor? 

A. H e  would g ive  me chasnels  t o  monitor. He'd say I 
want t o  l i s t e n  t o  Colonel so-and-so. Let  me h e a r  t h i s  o r  
t h a t  b a t t a l i o n .  O r  sometimes h e ' d  use t h e  frequency. I f  he 
d i d n ' t  give me one t o  monitor,  and on many occasions he d i d n ' t ,  
then I would s e l e c t  one from the  morning b r i e f i n g  and t h e  in -  
formation t h a t  I ' d  got ten  i n  t h e  TOC a f t e r  b r e a k f a s t .  I would 
pu t  on t h e  u n i t  t h a t  had t h e  most con tac t .  He'd l i f t  o f f  and 
h e ' d  say ,  " L e t ' s  go nor th  along t h e  highway, " o r  "Le t ' s  go 
south along t h e  highway." Then I ' d  s t a r t  s ea rch ing  t h e  bands 
t o  f i n d  o u t  what i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  were happening. I only 
had i n f a n t r y  and a r t i l l e r y  f requencies  with me. H e  never 
l i s t e n e d  t o  any o t h e r  f requencies .  

Q. Did you have a d i v i s i o n  S O 1  wi th  you? 

A. No, I d id  no t  c a r r y  them. 

Q. Why not?  
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A. I t  wasn ' t  necessary.  He d i d n ' t  r e q u i r e  it. 

Q. Then how i n  t h e  h e l l  a r e  you going t o  t a l k  t o  a l l  
t h e s e  people i f  you d o n ' t  have t h e  SOI's? 

A. We made an e x t r a c t  of t h e  S O I .  

Q- Yes. 

A.  And I c a r r i e d  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  f requencies  and 
i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n  f requencies .  There was never an occasion 
when I d i d n ' t  have a frequency he wanted. 

Q Y e s .  Did you ca r ry  f requencies  of province advi-
sory  groups? 

A.  No, sir.  Wait a minute. 

Q Did you c a r r y  C I D G  camps, f o r  example? 
iO 

A. Wait a minute. I had t h e  province a d v i s o r i e s ,  CV 
and I had t h e  CIDG camps. And I had t h e  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n s  
and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n s .  

Q. Well you a l s o  had t h e  armored cav, and d i d  you
have any of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  f requencies?  

A. No, sir.  Most of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t r a f f i c  was on 
U H F ,  and I ' d  ask t h e  p i l o t  f o r  those  f requencies .  The p i l o t  
c l e a r e d  us f o r  a r t i l l e r y .  

Q Tha t ' s  p a r t  of  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  unless  they  
g e t  stopped, i n  which event  it becomes your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Now, if he wanted t o  go down and s e e  t h e  province 
chief  of Quang Ngai, o r  he wanted t o  go see General TOAN, would 
he  j u s t  show up t h e r e  a l l  of a sudden, o r  would he t e l l  you, 
"I want t o  go down and s e e  them people. You go ahead and 
make t h e  arrangements 'I? 
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A. Normally he would j u s t  show up t o  an American, 
b u t  t o  t h e  a l l i e s  he would c a l l  i n  advance. He would e i t h e r  
have me c a l l  and make t h e  arrangements o r  i f  t h e r e  was some-
t h i n g  s p e c i a l  o r  p e c u l i a r ,  then he would c a l l  t h e  s e n i o r  pro- 
vince adv i so r  himself .  He'd say g e t  me so-and-so on t h e  phone, 
and I ' d  g e t  him. Then between t h e  two Americans they would 
make t h e  arrangements. There was never a case  when he dropped 
i n  unexpectedly on t h e  province adv i so r s ,  e i t h e r  one of them, 
e i t h e r  Quang Ngai o r  a t  Tam Ky. 

Q. Are we t a l k i n g  about t h e  province adv i so r ,  o r  a r e  
w e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  province c h i e f ?  

A. There was never a time when he dropped i n  on e i t h e r  
t h e  province advisor  o r  t h e  province c h i e f .  

Q e  I see .  And would t h e  same. be t r u e  of t h e  advisory 

group with t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion and then Colonel TOAN? 


A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h e  same i s  t r u e .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  people t h a t  were no t  beneath 
him, h i s  subordina tes ,  he would then g e t  it l a i d  on ahead of  
time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

A l l  r i g h t .  

A. Normally we'd have about an h o u r ' s  advance n o t i c e .  
On t h e  o t h e r  hand, h i s  d i r e c t  subordina tes ,  he 'd  j u s t  appear. 
He ' d  give them maybe 5 minutes warning. 

Q- Now, were you f a m i l i a r  with t h i s  opera t ion  t h a t  
took p lace  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t  and i n t o  
Son My v i l l a g e ?  People now r e f e r  t o  i t  a s  t h e  My Lai  a r e a ,  
which s t a r t e d  on 16 March. 

A .  I 'm genera l ly  f a m i l i a r  with i t ,  although I ' m  no t  
a s  f a m i l i a r  with it as  I wish I now were. A s  I was reading 
i n  t h e  newspaper, I remembered t h a t  t h i s  opera t ion  happened. 
I remembered genera l ly  what they were t r y i n g  t o  do, and t h e  
o b j e c t i v e s  of  t h e  opera t ion .  
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Q - Do you remember going down t o  LZ D o t t i e  f a i r l y
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning on t h e  16th  a f t e r  t h e s e  two combat a s s a u l t s  
had occurred? I f  you look t o  t h e  map t o  your r e a r ,  which i s  a 
blowup a c t u a l l y  ( d i r e c t i n g  wi tness '  a t t e n t i o n  t o  MAP-l), where 
you s e e  ~ / 1 / 2 0  t h e r e  being a i r  a s sau l t ed  i n t o  an a r e a  genera l ly  
west  of My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  t h e  nor th  of H i l l  85 t h e r e ,  can you s e e  
t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I can s e e  where they landed and t h e y ' r e  
moving towards t h a t  o b j e c t i v e .  

Q. Yes. Then Bravo Company was a i r  a s s a u l t e d  s h o r t l y
t h e r e a f t e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e r e  and t o  move nor th  genera l ly  
i n t o  about t h e  same o b j e c t i v e  area .  A/3/1 was i n  a blocking 
p o s i t i o n  nor th  o f  t h e  Diem D i e m  River shown t h e r e  i n  a cha r t -
reuse  co lo r .  

A. Yes, I remember now. The s w i f t  boa t s  came i n  dur ing  
t h e  n igh t .  They had no t  been t h e r e  t h e  previous day. We must 
have gone down t h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  day. I t ' s  hard t o  remember 
a f t e r  2 y e a r s ,  b u t  I remember t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  you ' re  g iv ing  
me a s  being a d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  opera t ion .  On t h e  t imes t h a t  
w e  went down t o  Task Force Barker,  t h e  bu i ld ing  was i n  a bun-
k e r .  I t  was n o t  convenient o r  easy f o r  me t o  s t a n d  unobserved 
and watch Colonel BARKER b r i e f  General KOSTER. So I went 
over  and would t a l k  t o  t h e  3, j u s t  because of t h e  l ayou t  of 
t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  TOC. We must have been down t h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  
day. But on t h e  occasions t h a t  we were i n  t h e  TOC, General 
KOSTER and Colonel BARKER t a l k e d  together .  

Q - Well, t o  pu t  you a t  LZ Dot t ie ,  maybe I can t e l l  
you a l i t t l e  about what t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e  t h a t  morning. A s  a 
mat ter  of f a c t ,  I have he re  t h e  l o g  of Task Force Barker f o r  
16 March ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exh ib i t  M-16), which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t  
0935, "CG America1 Divis ion a r r i v e d  t h i s  l o c a t i o n . "  This i s  
L Z  Dot t ie .  We do n o t  have a depar ture  time f o r  General KOSTER. 
So we know t h a t  General KOSTER was t h e r e ,  and I would assume 
t h a t  a t  t h a t  t ime very l i k e l y  General KOSTER rece ived  a b r i e f -
i n g  of some kind  concerning t h i s  opera t ion .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether Colonel BARKER was t h e r e  a t  
t h a t  moment o r  no t  o r  whether it was j u s t  Major CALHOUN, t h e  
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o p e r a t i o n  o f f i c e r  who w a s  t h e r e  b r i e f i n g  General  KOSTER on what 
had been t r a n s p i r i n g .  Do you remember t h a t  now? 

m 


A. I can remember t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  t imes  w e  landed 
t h e r e ,  and I c a n ' t  e v e r  remember Major CALHOUN b r i e f i n g  Gen- 
eral  KOSTER. 

Q *  W e l l ,  do you remember a s i t u a t i o n  such a s  t h i s ,  
t h a t  e i t h e r  wh i l e  you w e r e  t h e r e  o r  j u s t  b e f o r e  you a r r i v e d ,  
t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON had picked up a couple  o f  what h e  con-
s i d e r e d  VC down i n  t h e  My L a i  a r e a ?  

A. There  w e r e  two mi l i t a ry -age  males. Is t h i s  t h e  
one t h a t  t h e y ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

Q- That 's r i g h t .  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  t hen  I w a s  t h e r e .  There  w e r e  two m i l i -
t a ry-age  males, and they  had been walking down what I assume 
must have been t h i s  road ( p o i n t i n g  t o  Highway 521) , b u t  it 
may have been one of  t h e s e  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  s i d e  r o a d s ) .  They 
had s a i d  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  RF/PFfs o r  c i v i l i a n  i r r e g u l a r s  o f  
some s o r t .  And t h a t  they  had been c a p t u r e d  by t h e  V i e t  Cong 
and j u s t  r e c e n t l y  r e l e a s e d ,  and t h a t  w e  had p i cked  them up. 
There w a s  some s p e c u l a t i o n  a s  t o  whether t h e y  w e r e  f r i e n d l y  
o r  no t .  And I t h i n k  t h e  conc lus ion  was t h a t  t hey  were non- 
f r i e n d l i e s  w i t h  a very good s t o r y .  

9. W e l l ,  you've g o t  t h e  r i g h t  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  a s  we 
would unders tand  it from a l l  t h e  peop le ,  t h e s e  were two PF ' s  
who had been cap tured  by t h e  V i e t  Cong. When t h e  people  
s t a r t e d  coming o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t hey  came o u t  wi th  them. 
A c t u a l l y  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  of  them. They broke  away from t h e  
column. A t  t h a t  t ime ,  one o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  s e p a r a t e d  them away 
from t h e  people  and h e l d  t h e m  i n  p o s i t i o n  w h i l e  Colonel  HENDER-
SON went down and picked them up. But t h e y  w e r e  p icked  up as 
b e i n g  VC s u s p e c t s .  They were brought  back and t h e r e  w a s  some 
jo sh ing  and s o  f o r t h ,  " L e t ' s  g e t  t h e s e  i n t e r r o g a t e d  r i g h t  
away s o  w e  can f i n d  o u t  whether t h e y ' v e  g o t  any in format ion  
concern ing  who t h e  enemy i s  o u t  there! ' '  Then when they  ended 
up be ing  P F ' s ,  Colonel  HENDERSON g o t  h i s  l e g  p u l l e d  a l i t t l e  
b i t .  But t h a t ' s  t h e  same t h i n g ,  s o  t h a t  p u t s  us t h e r e  t h a t  
morning. Do you remember anyth ing  about  t h a t  morning a s i d e  
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from t h a t ?  Do you: remember Colonel BARKER coming i n  a t  'any 
t ime,  see ing  him t h e r e  t h a t  morning? 

A. No, sir. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I d o n ' t  
remember Colonel BARKER coming i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  
t h a t  day. 

a .  Not d i v i s i o n ,  i n t o  LZ Dottie! 

A I n t o  LZ Dot t ie .  No. The most ou t s t and ing  t h i n g  
t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind i s  those  two PF's being picked up. 

Q. Yes. Was t h e r e  any quest ion concerning t h e  body 
count up t o  t h i s  time? Up t o  t h i s  t ime, they had had a body 
count of about 8 4 ,  1, 1 4 ,  and 69 .  

A .  I hones t ly  can say.  I d o n ' t  remember anything about  
t h e  body count. I wish I could,  b u t  I c a n ' t .  

Q. W e l l ,  q u i t e  obviously you departed from t h e r e  some-
time during t h e  day. 

A. We normally s t ayed  i n  an a r e a ,  unless  t h e r e ' s  
h o t  c o n t a c t ,  a f i g h t  going on, he wouldn't  s t a y .  He wouldn ' t  
s t a y .  He would normally s t a y  about h a l f  an hour ,  and never  
longer  than an hour ,  unless  t h e r e  was a f i g h t  going on r i g h t  
then.  

Q - Well t h i s  w a s  a p r e t t y  b i g  f i g h t  going on o u t  t h e r e .  
I t ' d  seem t o  m e  t h a t  i f  t hey 'd  clobbered 84 w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  
hour ,  t h a t  's p r e t t y  damned heavy a s  f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned, and 
I was t h e r e  f o r  a long time. 

A. Well, aga in  I say I d o n ' t  remember about t h e  body 
count,  s i r ,  and I don 't remember t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember, a t  
t h e  time t h a t  w e  were t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  
amount of con tac t .  

9a Did you f l y  o u t  over  t h e  a rea  a t  a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  Normally, i f  t h e r e  was heavy 
con tac t ,  we would have, b u t  w e  d i d n ' t ,  o r  I d o n ' t  remember 
t h a t  we d id .  I s e e  t h e  PF's a r e  involved i n  t h i s .  And I 
d o n ' t  know whether t h i s  was a j o i n t  opera t ion  o r  not .  

.f 
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Q- Where's t h e  PF? 

A. Right  h e r e .  Would they  be  a b lock ing  f o r c e ?  

Q- They p layed  TO p a r t  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

A .  A l l  r i g h t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  day hav ing  gone down 
t o  LZ Bronco t o  p i c k  up General  DOLEMAN? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  even know who General  DOLEMAN 
w a s ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l  h e  was a t h r e e - s t a r  g e n e r a l  and came from 
H a w a i i ,  where h e  had been Chief o f  S t a f f ,  USARPAC. H e  r e t i r e d  
from t h e  Army. Then h e  had a s p e c i a l  job t o  which h e  w a s  
c a l l e d  back on active duty  t o  look  i n t o .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember General  DOLEMAN. 

Q. W e l l ,  l e t  me r e f r e s h  your  memory a g a i n  ( r e f e r r i n g  
t o  E x h i b i t  M-16). 1645, h e r e  I ' m  up a t  D o t t i e  a g a i n ,  "Lieu-
t e n a n t  General  DOLEMAN, Major General  KOSTER v i s i t e d  LZ D o t t i e  
and was b r i e f e d  by L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER; depa r t ed  a t  1715. " 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  L ieu tenan t  General  DOLEMAN d i d n ' t  make 
much o f  an impress ion on m e ,  I ' m  a f r a i d .  

Q Did General  KOSTER have an a s s i s t a n t  a i d e ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. You w e r e  t h e  on ly  one? 

A. I w a s  t h e  on ly  one ,  and i f  General  KOSTER w a s  
t h e r e ,  t h e n  I would have been t h e r e  a l s o ,  because  w e  were 
never  s e p a r a t e d .  

Q. Before  t h i s ,  you had e v i d e n t l y  been a t  LZ Bronco 
because it i n d i c a t e s  h e r e  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  M-46) you 
a r r i v e d ,  "CG America1 Div i s ion  a r r i v e d  a t  LZ Bronco a t  1510, 
depa r t ed  1535." So about an hour  b e f o r e  t h i s  you w e r e  down 
a t  Bronco and t h e n  came on up t o  D o t t i e .  We know t h a t  

(ROBERTS) APP T-252 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

General DOLEMAN had been a t  Bronco, and we know from t h i s  
t h a t  he was b r i e f e d  a t  Dot t ie .  Now, do you remember t h a t  
b r i e f i n g  a t  a l l ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

a .  Do you remember him s t a y i n g  wi th  General  KOSTER 
t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  16th? T h a t ' s  a Saturday n i g h t .  

A. No, sir .  

Q And t h e  17th  i s  Sunday. Do you remember him being 
b r i e f e d ,  perhaps t h e  following morning, a t  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. W e l l  he must have been t h e r e .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  
t h r e e  occasions when someone e l s e  was i n  General KOSTER's 
house overnight ,  t h r e e  o r  four .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember Gen-
e r a l  DOLEMAN even coming through t h e  a r e a ,  s ir .  I was t r y i n g  
t o  t h i n k ,  i f  he came i n ,  he must have gone o u t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember where he went out  o r  how he l e f t .  

Q Well t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  we must do a s  f a r  as you ' r e
concerned, we must g e t  him i n .  

A. I ' m  a f r a i d  I d o n ' t  remember him, sir. 

& - You d o n ' t  remember any b r i e f i n g  up a t  LZ ~ o t t i e  
i n  which they w e r e  r e p o r t i n g  about 128 enemy K I A ,  2 US KIA? 
11 U. S. wounded, 3 weapons captured? 

A. Was General DOLEMAN working on t h e  M - 1 6  r i f l e s ?  

a - No. General DOLEMAN had been i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e
bus iness ,  and a l s o  connected w i t h  communication e l e c t r o n i c s .  
H e  was t h e  Chief of S t a f f  and Deputy Commander of  U.S. Army For-
c e s ,  P a c i f i c ,  USARPAC i t ' s  c a l l e d .  And then  he ' d  r e t i r e d  and 
they  put him on t h e  job t o  analyze a l l  of t h e s e  communications, 
what they c a l l  STRATCOM, S t r a t e g i c  Communications. 

A .  m, s i r ,  i t  doesn" r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q. You monitored a l l  r ad ios  and s o  f o r t h .  Along about 
h a l f  way between LZ Bronco and Dot t i e ,  do you remember a 
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conversat ion on t h e  r a d i o  i n  which General KOSTER was involved? 
his was a conversat ion between Task Force Barker TOC a t  LZ 

~ o t t i eand t h e  company commander of C/1 /20  concerning the 1/20 
going back i n t o  My Lai  t o  make a body count ,  t o  count t h e  
number of bod ies ,  t o  determine t h e i r  s e x ,  t o  determine t h e i r  
age,  and t o  determine how they were k i l l e d .  

A. Oh, my God! No, I d o n ' t  sir! I d o n ' t  remember a 
conversat ion l i k e  t h a t .  And c e r t a i n l y  I would have been lis-
ten ing  i n  t o  it. 

Q General KOSTER remembers it and o t h e r  people re-
member i t ,  s o  t h e r e ' s  no ques t ion  about it tak ing  p lace .  I 
j u s t  wonder where you were, t h a t  's what I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  
f i g u r e  o u t .  There was some d i scuss ion  t h a t  ensued between 
Coyote Char l i e  6 and Coyote 65  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he was 
about 2 t o  3 ki lometers  e a s t  of t h i s ,  and it was g e t t i n g  
l a t e  i n  the  af ternoon.  By t h e  time he ' d  g e t  back t o  t h i s  a r e a  
and g e t  back t o  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e ,  he wouldn ' t  have t i m e  t o  g e t  
h i s  defenses prepared. Furthermore, many of  these  bodies  had 
been blown t o  p i e c e s ,  s o  how could he t e l l  how they were k i l l e d ?  
Now, does t h i s  s t a r t  b r ing ing  th ings  t o  mind? 

A. 1% s o r r y ,  s i r ,  i t  doesn ' t .  Honest t o  God, I d o n ' t  
remember a conversat ion l i k e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  doubt t h a t  it took 
p l a c e ,  and I may have been l i s t e n i n g  t o  it a t  t h e  t ime,  bu t  
i t ' s  l o s t  now. I ' m  no t  a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  it. 

Q Do you remember General KOSTER in te rven ing  and 
t e l l i n g  Char l i e  n o t  t o  go back i n t o  t h e  a rea?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Who normally flew wi th  you on t h e s e  f l i g h t s ?  

A. The genera l ,  myself ,  t h e  s e r g e a n t  major,  and t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  crew. The s e r g e a n t  major--

9. ( In terpos ing)  Sergeant  Major ROGERS? 

A .  Right ,  yes ,  s i r .  And he normally had a s e t  of  
phones. 

Q And you normally l i s t e n e d  on the same frequency,
d idn '  t you? 
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A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

I 0 : M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  being given any message t o  d e l i v e r  
t o  Colonel HENDERSON'S headquar ters ,  over  t h e  r a d i o  a t  this 
t ime,  anything about  General KOSTER having in te rvened  i n  a sit-
uat ion  i n  t h e  11th Brigade and g iv ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  Colonel 
HENDERSON n o t  b e i n g  a v a i l a b l e ,  s o  he s e n t  a message t o  be g iven  
t o  Colonel HENDERSON upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  headquarters  a t  
Duc Pho? 

A. Was this a r a d i o  t ransmission? 

Q - Presumably a r a d i o  t ransmiss ion  t h a t  you would , 

have been asked to communicate t o  Duc Pho. Did you a u d i t  
General KOSTER making such a comunica t ion  t o  Duc Pho? 

A.  I ' m  going t o  have t o  s a y ,  s i r ,  t h a t  i f  he i n t e r -  
vened, it was wi thout  the  br igade  commander's knowledge o r  
permission. He normally could have done t h i s  t h i n g ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember him c a l l i n g .  I mean t h i s  would have been s t an -  
dard procedure f o r  him t o  c a l l  t h e  TOC and t o  l e a v e  a message 
which you've descr ibed .  

Q. Would you be t h e  one t o  g ive  t h a t  message? 

A.  No, sf r ,  he would do it himsel f .  I want t o  remem- 
b e r  these  t h i n g s ,  and I d o n ' t  want t o  remember them because 
you ' r e  t e l l i n g  them t o  me, b u t  because t h e y ' r e  from my memory. 
I ' m  a f r a i d  t h a t  it j u s t  d o e s n ' t  come back. 

Q. L e t ' s  s e e  i f  we can p u t  a l i t t l e  more of t h i s  
together  by going t o  t h e  t h r e e  occasions t h a t  you had i n  mind 
when you caine i n  h e r e  and you wanted t o  t e l l  us about when 
you had been t o  L Z  Dot t ie .  I t h i n k  you've t o l d  us about one 
when you remember t h e s e  two Vietnamese corning i n  and t h e  
ques t ion  as t o  t h e i r  proper  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  Now what w e r e  
t h e  o t h e r  two occasions you r e c a l l  a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. These were a l s o  t a c t i c a l  b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  were 
l a t e r  i n  sequence. They would have t o  come a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  
one I mentioned. A s  you faced i t ,  t h e  map of t h e  b r i e f i n g  
a r e a  was on the  r i g h t ,  and then  t h e  r ad ios  were over  t o  
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t h e  l e f t .  So I would go over t o  t h e  r a d i o  and t a l k  t o  t h e  S 3 .  
~twas s tandard  procedure i n  both cases  t h a t  I would g e t  a 
s e p a r a t e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q- This  would be with Major CALHOUN t h a t  you would 
speak? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Well, you have r e c o l l e c t i o n  of two such occasions.  
Could you t e l l  us about each of those?  

A. On one of them Colonel BARKER w a s  t h e r e  t o  meet 
us. On t h e  o t h e r ,  we'd come i n  and f i n i s h e d  up and were s t a r t -
i n g  t o  leave  when someone came i n  with f u r t h e r  information.  I 
c a n ' t  remember who it was o r  what t h e  f u r t h e r  information was. 
Doesn't h e l p  much, does i t ?  

Q. Well, t o  me, q u i t e  f r ank ly ,  it d o e s n ' t  sound l i k e  
anything t h a t  would s t i c k  o u t  i n  your mind t h a t  Colonel BARKER 
came t o  meet you because presumably i f  he had even 5 minutes 
warning he 'd  be o u t  t o  g r e e t  General KOSTER when he a r r i v e d .  
There ' s  nothing i n  what you've t o l d  us t o  t h e  moment t h a t  
would t ake  t h i s  event  o u t  of any o t h e r  even t  t h a t  you would 
see day-in, day-out anywhere. 

A.  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what I ' m  saying. I d o n ' t  remember 
anything unusual about t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q- Well, we ' re  n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  opera t ion .  
We're t a l k i n g  about you having a r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  you went 
t o  LZ D o t t i e  on t h r e e  occasions.  And a l l  you can t e l l  us 
about one occasion i s  t h a t  Colonel BARKER came t o  m e e t  you; 
and t h e  o t h e r  occasion was about some new informat ion  a s  you 
were s t a r t i n g  t o  leave.  You haven ' t  given us any idea  what 
t h a t  information was about o r  why t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  your mind. 

A. On t h e  second o r  t h i r d  t ime,  w e  w e r e  f l y i n g  down 
t h e  highway when he  gave me t h e  warning t h a t  we were going 
down t o  BARKER. He made t h e  dec i s ion  so  l a t e  t h a t  when I 
had c a l l e d  f o r  someone t o  come o u t  t o  meet u s ,  t h e r e  was 
n o t  time. When we got  on t h e  ground t h e r e  was no jeep t h e r e ,  
and he s a i d ,  "Well, where is  everybody?" I sa id , "They81 l  

(ROBERTS) 15 APP T-252 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

be  along s h o r t l y . "  P r e t t y  soon someone from t h e  TOC came up 
wi th  a jeep. The genera l  and I and t h e  s e r g e a n t  major went 
down t o  the  TOC and g o t  a b r i e f i n g .  A s  we were coming o u t  
o f  t h e  TOC, someone came from t h e  landing zone, and t h e r e  was 
a d iscuss ion  ou t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  open f o r  maybe 10 o r  15 minutes.  
Then General KOSTER and t h e  s e r g e a n t  major l e f t .  I c a n ' t  
remember whether it was Colonel BARKER t h a t  came, b u t  it could 
very we l l  have been. 

Q - Well can you p lace  it a t  t h e  time when Task Force 
Barker was s t i l l  opera t ing  out  of  LZ Dot t ie?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir, t h e  t h r e e  t imes t h a t  I remember v i s i t i n g  
them, Task Force Barker was opera t ing  out  of LZ Dot t i e .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  when Task Force Barker 
was disbanded? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  I have looked through my l e t t e r s  
t h a t  I ' v e  w r i t t e n  home and I 've t r i e d  t o  remember when it was 
disbanded. 

Q e  I f  we were t o  g ive  you t h e  d a t e  i t  was disbanded, 
would it h e l p  you t o  f i x  t h e  d a t e  of these  c a l l s ?  

A.  Perhaps it would. 

Q Well, Task Force Barker only remained i n  e x i s t e n c e  
f o r  about 3 weeks a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  i n  ques t ion .  You've in -
d i c a t e d  t h a t  you t h i n k  t h e s e  o t h e r  occasions you r e c a l l  were 
a f t e r  t h e  16th o r  a f t e r  t h e  day when these  two Vietnamese 
wi th  t h e i r  s t o r y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  f i r e  base.  Does t h a t  h e l p  
you t o  f i x  it i n  t ime? 

A. Well, o u r  second and t h i r d  t r i p s  t h a t  I remember 
would probably be  separa ted  by 3 days each ,  g i v e  o r  t ake  1 
day. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  go down t h e r e  everyday, b u t  I 
don ' t remember t h e  d i s t a n c e  be tween t h e  days. 

I0 : Well t h i s  i s  p resen t ing  a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  
p i c t u r e ,  a c t u a l l y ,  because during t h i s  per iod  I was under t h e  
impression from t a l k i n g  t o  people t h a t  General KOSTER was 
focusing h i s  a t t e n t i o n  mostly on the  a c t i v i t i e s  up toward 
the DMZ and along w i t h  p rov i s iona l  corps t h a t  had been 
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organized t h e r e .  He was spending most of h i s  t ime up t h e r e ,  
p r a c t i c a l l y  everyday. I t  would be q u i t e  r a r e  t h a t  he would 
be down i n  t h e  southern a r e a  during t h i s  pe r iod .  Now i f  he 
v i s i t e d  LZ Dot t i e  about every 2 o r  3 days ,  t h a t  makes a d i f -
f e r e n t  p i c t u r e  e n t i r e l y .  Do you remember going up north? 

A.  Yes, s ir ,  q u i t e  a  b i t .  

Q *  What were you doing up t h e r e ?  Where were your
u n i t s ?  What u n i t s  were up t h e r e ?  

A. The 196th was up t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q. Where were you going t o ?  

A. The 196th was with t h e  1st Cav Divis ion  a t  Camp 
Evans, which was nor th  o f  Hue. We 'd  been up t h e r e  twice.  

Q. Who were you see ing  up t h e r e ,  General  TOLSON mostly? 

A Y e s ,  s ir .  And he spoke wi th  t h e  two a s s i s t a n t  
d i v i s i o n  commanders and t h e  br igade  commander who I b e l i e v e  
was Colonel GALLOWAY? I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  e x a c t l y  h i s  name. He 
s p e n t  a  good d e a l  of h i s  t i m e  on Baldy. W e  were up t h e r e  a l -  
most everyday. The 2d Divis ion ,  2d NVA Divis ion  had been down 
i n  t h e  Khe Sanh Valley,  and he was concerned about c l e a r i n g  
t h a t  a r e a  out  and pushing them back. W e  ' d  e s t a b l i s h e d  f i r e  
bases  on t h e  p a s s ,  covering t h e  pass  t o  the w e s t ,  which must 
have been f i r e  base Rider. Now I d o n ' t  remember whether f i r e  
base Rider was e s t a b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  March, a t  t h i s  t ime,  o r  a f t e r  
t h a t .  The 1 1 t h  was moved up nor th  t o  compensate f o r  the  R O K ' s  
going ou t  and t o  compensate f o r  t h e  o t h e r  genera l  shipment of 
a l l  of our  u n i t s  up t o  t h e  nor th .  H i s  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  was 
west  of t h e  highway, and n o r t h  o f  Tam Ky. 

9- Who was t ak ing  c a r e  of  this a r e a  then?  

A. Colonel HENDERSON had t h i s  a r e a  t o  h imse l f ,  sir.  

Q .  W e l l  t h e r e  were o t h e r  b r igade  commanders who com-
manded b r igades ,  too .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  b u t  he s p e n t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of h i s  time 
t o  t h e  nor th .  He would spend maybe an hour  o r  2 hours i n  h i s  
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o f f i c e  i n  the morning. He'd s t a y  o u t  f o r  lunch,  and then he 
would come i n  about 4 :30 f o r  t h e  5 o ' c lock  b r i e f i n g ,  then  come 
back and work i n  his of £ ice  a t  n i g h t .  So t h e  ma jo r i ty  of  our  
t ime was s p e n t  out  i n  t h e  AO. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  us t o  have 
qone down t o  D o t t i e  and then  gone up nor th  wi th  h i s  method of 
opera t ion .  

Q. DO yon remember doing t h a t ?  

~ o ts p e c i f i c a l l y .  H e  hopped around a l o t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  keep a log  o r  anything o f  what you 
were doing? 

A. No, sir. The g e n e r a l  d i d n ' t  r e q u i r e  it, and I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  any need t o .  

Q. Now l e t ' s  come back 60 Dot t ie  again and l e t ' s  
t a l k  about BARKER. You say you were s u r e  it was Task Force Bar-
k e r .  I ' m  n o t  sure y o u ' r e  c o r r e c t ,  because Task Force Barker 
was disbanded on 9 Apr i l .  However, Colonel BARKER d i d  come eback t o  the  b r igade  t h a t  took over LZ Dott ie .  He came back 
t o  command a b a t t a l i o n ,  which he d i d  around 1 June. Now, do C3 
you remember a l l  t h a t ?  cO

3 

A. No, sir. 

The 4/3.  When d i d  you leave?  

I l e f t  9 May, sir. 

Q *  Oh, you l e f t  i n  May. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q So i t  would have t o  have been before  you could 0 

have seen him then? He d i d n ' t  t ake  over  u n t i l  t h e  end of May 
o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of June. 

A, I d o n ' t  remember Colonel BARKER as  a b a t t a l i o n  
commander, 

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  Could i t  a l s o  have been before  t h e  
16 th?  This o u t f i t  was a t  Dot t i e  you know f o r ,  w e l l  nea r ly  
two and a h a l f  m o n ~ s .  
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A .  Task Force Barker? 

Q e  Y e s .  Through the  month o f  February and March. 

A.  I remember i t  a s  be ing  organized f o r  q u i t e  a 
whi l e ,  b u t  i t  d i d n ' t  seem l ike--

9- ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )W e l l ,  they  were organized t o  f i l l  
t h e  void  t h a t  was l e f t  by t h e  depar tu re  of t h e  ROK Marine 
Brigade. I ' m  s u r e  you remember t h a t ?  

A. I do. 

Q Why do you remember i t ?  

A. The R O K ' s  l eaving  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t  i n  our  
l i f e .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  we were g r e a t l y  upse t  wi th  t h e  
Korean Marines because they wouldn 't c l e a r  t h e i r  mine f i e l d s ,  
and s o  we were s t u c k  with a l l  t h e i r  mines. Then a f t e r  we  
discovered t h a t ,  w e  discovered t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese Communists 
were moving t h e  mines and t h a t  t h e  genera l  s h i f t i n g  of t h e  
e a r t h  was moving t h e  mines, and s o  t h i s  was a. mine a rea .  
When every th ing  moved up n o r t h ,  w e  were now down t o  two 
br igades  and we s t i l l  had t h e  same a r e a  t o  cover.  So i t  
was a problem a s  t o  how t o  s o l v e  t h i s .  One of t h e  problems 
was organiz ing  Task Force Barker w i t h  a p r o v i s i o n a l  s t a f f  a t  
headquar ters  company and then  one company from each of  t h e  
maneuver b a t t a l i o n s  of t h e  briga'de . 
Q* W e l l ,  now we've been t a l k i n g  about t h e  16th.  
That was a Saturday. 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Now, do you remember on sunhay t h e  1 7 t h ,  ~ e n e r a l  
YOUNG and General KOSTER t a l k i n g  around about noontime? 

A. I ' m  a f r a i d  I d o n ' t ,  sir. 

9. Yes , t h e  17 th ,  and maybe they  t a l k e d  f o r  h a l f ,  
maybe th ree -quar t e r s  of an hour  o r  more, about something. 

A. Generally t h a t  was one of  t h e  conversa t ions  t h a t  I 
wasn ' t  p r ivy  t o .  I s o r t  of  s t ayed  away from them. 
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A. A l l  r i g h t ,  I understand t h a t .  Now, who arranged 
f o r  telephone c a l l s  i f  somebody c a l l e d  i n  t o  General KOSTER 
from t h e  l l t h  Brigade. L e t ' s  say Colonel HENDERSON c a l l e d  i n ?  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, Colonel HENDERSON would 
ca l l  our  o f f i c e ,  I'd answer it. 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  D i d  you e v e r  monitor those  
conversat ions? , 

A. 'No, sir. 

Q* You never  monitored them? 

A. No. I was never  given any i n s t r u c t i o n s  one way o r  
another ,  and s o  I f e l t  t h a t  perhaps I shou ldn ' t .  

Q W e l l ,  do  you remember Colonel HENDERSON reques t ing  
an audience w i t h  General  KOSTER on about t h e  evening of t h e  
20th,  about 4 days a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. I remember Colonel HENDERSON coming up sometime i n  
t h e  af te rnoon,  b u t  I c a n ' t  p l a c e  it i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  the 20th 
o r  t o  the  19 th  o r  t h e  16th.  It would be r a r e  f o r  Colonel 
HENDERSON t o  come up t o  our  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  very rare. 
It was r a r e  f o r  any of t h e  b r igade  commanders t o  come up. 

Q. Are you s u r e  about t h a t ?  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  s e v e r a l  
of  the br igade  commanders, and I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  impression it 
was s o  damn r a r e  f o r  these  guys t o  come i n .  As a ma t t e r  o f  
f a c t ,  it seemed t o  me they  were i n  t h e r e  more f r equen t ly  than 
I would have expected them, had I been commanding a d i v i s i o n ,  
l i k e  when I commanded t h e  4th Inf  an t ry  Divis ion.  I f  I wanted 
t o  s e e  anybody, I 'd go ou t  t o  s e e  them, o r  I 'd l e t  t h e m  know 
very p o s i t i v e l y  I wanted t o  s e e  them, unless  they  came i n  to 
check on something i n  t h e i r  br igade  area .  I g o t  t h e  impression 
t h a t  t h e s e  fe l lows w e r e  i n ,  I wouldn ' t  say extremely f requen t ly ,  
b u t  they were q u i t e  a ways from Chu L a i ,  and they w e r e  housed 
q u i t e  a ways from t h e r e .  It wasn 't l i k e  t h e  whole d i v i s i o n  
was based a t  Chu L a i ,  because they  weren ' t .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q The 11th  Brigade, f o r  example, had a p r e t t y  
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comfortable home down t h e r e  a t  Duc Pho, y e t  I g e t  t h e  impres-
s i o n  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON was i n  t h e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  f r equen t ly .  
I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  196th commander and he  was i n  p e r i o d i c a l l y .  
I t  wasn ' t  unusual t o  s e e  a b r igade  commander around t h a t  
p lace .  But t h a t ' s  n e i t h e r  h e r e  nor  t h e r e .  I ' m  s t i l l  
t a l k i n g  about t h i s  v i s i t  about t h e  20th.  

A. No, sir. I don' t remember him being up t h e r e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e  20th. 

Q - I f  you can j u s t  g e t  yourse l f  s o r t  of focused i n  
on t h e  middle, toward t h e  end of March, d i d  General KOSTER 
e v e r  give you a 3-by-5 ca rd ,  t e l l  you t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h i s ,  
pu t  it away, o r  d i d  you s e e  one i n  h i s  out-box? 

A. I used 3-by-5 cards almost e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  my 
own notes .  A l o t  of them were typed. H i s  in-and-out boxes, 
both  of them, were genera l ly  f u l l .  

Q. B u t  you didn '  t leave  papers t h e r e  overn igh t ,  now. 
O f f i c i a l  bus iness  you d i d n ' t  l e t  +&-at l ay  on t h e  desk over-
n i g h t ,  d id  you? 

A. Myself? No, sir.  

Who took c a r e  of i t ?  

A. Major BEASLEY was t h e  s t a f f  s e c r e t a r y .  Every 
evening when t h e  genera l  and I went up f i n a l l y  f o r  the end of 
t h e  evening, Major BEASLEY would come i n  and p ick  up a l l  t h e  
boxes and ca r ry  them i n t o  the  s a f e .  In  the morning, he ' d  
d i s t r i b u t e  t h e m  back ou t  again.  

Q- You had noth ing  t o  do wi th  t h i s ?  You d i d n ' t  
s e e  anything? 

A. No, sir .  

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  any 3-by-5 ca rds  a t  anytime o r  one 
of yours t h a t  had some d a t a  concerning c a s u a l t i e s  on i t ?  Who 
typed General KOSTER' s personal  correspondence? I 'm t a l k i n g  
about h i s  correspondence t h a t  he would w r i t e  t o  one of t h e  
br igade  commanders and s o  on. 

A. A s p e c i a l i s t  named HERRIS, sir.  
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Q- Is he s t i l l  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  do you know? 

A. No, sir.  H e  sepa ra ted  from t h e  s e r v i c e  and went 
back t o  co l l ege .  

Q. Where does he  l i v e ?  

A. It 's a long t h e  e a s t  coas t .  H e  had planned t o  s t o p  
by my house when h e  went through For t  Lewis, b u t  he  d i d n ' t .  
I remember t h a t  he  was going t o  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t .  H e  had 
extended s o  t h a t  he could g e t  a s h o r t  d ischarge .  H e  came 
through i n  J u l y  or Augus,t 1968. 

Q mu w e r e  back by t h a t  time? 

A. I was back by t h a t  time and was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  
For t  Lewis. We'd s e t  up a bed f o r  him and a p lace  t o  s t a y  i f  
h e  decided t o  s t a y  overnight .  H e  d i d n ' t ,  s o  he went s t r a i g h t  
on through. 

Q. Was he a p r e t t y  good c l e r k  s teno?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. He was very good. H e  could n o t  t ake  
shorthand. He w a s  a good t y p i s t .  

Q - Well who took t h e  shorthand? 

A. There was no shorthand.  W e  d idn '  t have a shor t -
hand c a p a b i l i t y .  " The g e n e r a l  would w r i t e  th ings  o u t  i n  long 
hand, and then  he ' d  type them from t h a t .  

Q. But he was a good t y p i s t ,  then? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - I ' m  s u r e  we can f i n d  him. Do you r e c a l l  going 
with General KOSTER down t o  see Colonel TOAN along about some-
where i n  the time p e r i o d ,  maybe 1 0  t o  1 5  Apr i l?  

A. I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  ,the d a t e ,  sir.  W e  went t o  
s e e  Colonel TOAN about once a month. Towards t h e  s p r i n g  we  
were going down more o f t e n ,  maybe twice  a month. I wouldn't  
remember a p a r t i c u l a r  da te .  

Did you s i t  i n  on any d i scuss ions  w i t h  Colonel TOAN? 
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A. No, sir ,  

Q. Do  you remember who t h e  s e n i o r  d i v i s i o n  advisor  
was a t  t h a t  time? 

A. There were two of them. There was a changeover 
i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  

Q Y e s ,  i t  was Colonel ULSAKER, and he l e f t  about 
A p r i l ,  and Colonel HUTTER took over .  H-U-T-T-E-R. 

A. Y e s p  sir. 

Q *  Do you remember him? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Do you remember making any arrangements through
him f o r  a v i s i t  of General KOSTER? 

A. I can remember making arrangements wi th  him. I 
a l s o  made arrangements w i t h  both of  them, sir. 

Q. Do you remember General KOSTER coming away from , 
t h e r e  one t ime and i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t ,  " W e  ' re  going t o  have t o  
look i n t o  some th ings?"  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q. Were you e v e r  aware o f  some papers  that came i n  t o  
General KOSTER i n  a s e a l e d  envelope marked pe r sona l ,  confiden-
t i a l ,  addressed t o  the  commanding g e n e r a l ,  t o  be opened only 
by t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  o r  t h e  addressee? 

A. I b e l i e v e  they  s a i d  eyes  only .  

Q - Y e s .  You remember t h a t ?  

A. yes  ,. sir. 

a. Who de l ive red  i t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s ir .  I can remember t h a t  t h a t  was 
t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  I ' d  eve r  seen  the  des igna t ion  of eyes  o n l y ,  
and I was s u r p r i s e d .  But I c a n ' t  remember who de l ive red  it. 
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a - Did you e v e r  g e t  t o  see t h e  contents?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  t h i s  paper (Exh ib i t  R-l)? 

A. ,No, s ir ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, I '  ve never 
seen  t h i s .  No porkion  of  it looks f a m i l i a r .  

Q. rn p o r t i o n  of i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. But on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  papers  were handled, you
wouldn't  have been expected t o  have seen  it  anyhow, is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  The t h i n g s  t h a t  were i n  t h e  out-basket ,  you 
probably picked t h e m  up and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, and c a r r i e d  them o u t  and d i s t r i b -
uted them throughout t h e  o f f i c e  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  everybody g o t  , 
them. The r o u t i n e  ma t t e r s  t h a t  went i n  came i n  through m e  s o  t h a t  
I would have r e a d  normally everyth ing  t h a t  went i n  and then 
everyth ing  t h a t  went o u t .  When t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  would 
have something l ike a s p e c i a l  paper ,  he might c a r r y  it i n  6: 
t o  t h e  genera l ,  H e  Id hand it t o  t h e  genera l .  The q e n e r a l  U 
would read  and t h e n  then  he 'd p u t  i t  i n  h i s  hold-box, and 5 

0
then l a t e r  a s  I w a s  going through t h e r e ,  I would see t h i s ,  
and I would s a y ,  " W e l l ,  now how on e a r t h  d i d  t h a t  g e t  i n  
without me see ing  i t ? "  And I ' d  t r a c k  it down and f i n d  t h a t  
it was t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  But r o u t i n e  m a t t e r s  came through 
m e .  

Q . A t  anytime, were you e v e r  aware of General KOSTER 
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he  wanted something i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  h e  wanted 
a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s ,  or  something t h a t  may have t r a n s p i r e d  i n  
t h i s  e a s t e r n  a r e a  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  My 
L a i ,  P i n k v i l l e ,  and had t o  do with Task Force Barker? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I was n o t  aware o f  
t h i s .  Perhaps I could  e l a b o r a t e  on t h e  opera t ions  w i t h i n  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  When he would t a l k  t o  people i n  
h i s  o f f i c e ,  I would be on t h e  o u t s i d e ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  and it 
was t h e s e  conversa t ions  t h a t  I was n o t  pr ivy  t o .  Each morning 
he would b r i n g  h i s  s t a f f  i n  and have a s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  i n s i d e  
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h i s  conference room. The ch ie f  of s t a f f  would be t h e r e ,  t h e  
f i v e  p r i n c i p a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  and anyone t h a t  he wanted espec-
i a l l y .  These conferences I was n o t  p r ivy  t o .  When he went t o  
s e e  t h e  province superv i so r  a t  Quang Ngai, I was n o t  allowed 
i n  t h e r e .  There were aLso q u i t e  a few conferences.  However, 
a t  Tam Ky, I l i s t e n e d  t o  most of a l l  of  those  conferences.  I 
l i s t e n e d  i n  t o  t h e  conferences and t h e  b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  were h e l d  
a t  Baldy and g e n e r a l l y  whichever b r igade  was ac ross  t h e  CLDC 
from Chu L a i ,  I would l i s t e n  i n  t o  those  because they  had a 
l a r g e  b r i e f i n g  room and t h e r e  was p l e n t y  of  room f o r  me. I 
d o n ' t  remember a p a r t i c u l a r l y  heavy body count.  I d o n ' t  re-
member anything p e c u l i a r  about t h e  opera t ion .  I wish I d i d  
because I would l i k e  t o  he lp .  

Q G e t  m e  t h e  America1 News Sheet  f o r  17 March (Exh ib i t  
M-23) . I take  i t  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  was on d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r  
a copy of t h a t ?  Does t h a t  do anything a t  a l l  t o  r e f r e s h  your 
memory? 

A.  I read  t h e s e  every n i g h t  when they  came i n .  I read  
them a t  the b r i e f i n g  t h e r e ,  and I must have read  t h i s  one. 

Q. Do you remember anything about t h a t ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  I must have remarked t o  myself t h a t  t h e  
weapons t o  body r a t i o  is o u t  of propor t ion .  

Q. m e r e  do you f i n d  t h e  weapons? 

(Witness reads  from E x h i b i t  M-23 .  P e r t i n e n t  in fo r -
mation on page 1, paragraph 4 . )  

Did General KOSTER e v e r  t a l k  about t h a t  d i s p a r i t y  i n  the  weapons 
versus  the  body count? 

A.  This is one of t h e  t h i n g s  he was always i n t e r e s t e d  
i n ,  t h e  number of  weapons t h a t  were captured  and t h e  r a t i o  of 
weapons t o  body count  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  k ind  of  u n i t  t h a t  we  w e r e  
f i g h t i n g .  I f  i t  was way o u t  of  p ropor t ion ,  a s  it has  a tenden-
cy t o  be w i t h  t h e  ARVN, then  t h e r e ' s  some r a i s e d  eyebrows. 

Q Was t h e r e  any ques t ions  r a i s e d  on t h i s  one with any-
body t h a t  you know o f ?  This  i s n '  t ARVN, you remember. 

A. Iknow i t ' s  n o t  ARVN. 
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a .  a d  you e v e r  h e a r  General YOUNG t a l k  t o  General KOS-
TER about this, t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  a s  they were leaving  the  b r i e f i n g  
and qoing up t o  t h e  messhal l  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  Going up 
t o  t h e i r  q u a r t e r s ?  

A. I can hones t ly  r e c a l l  t h a t  I do n o t .  

Q I t h i n k  t h e  one t h i n g  t h a t  you probably recognize 
h e r e  i s  t h i s .  W e  know genera l ly  what ' s  t r a n s p i r e d .  There a r e  
a few l i t t l e  gaps around, b u t  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  many gaps.  A s  a 
consequence, when we 'r e  addressing these  t h i n g s ,  we r e  doing 
th ings  t o  t r y  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I want t o  remember, and I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  
t o  h i d e  anything. 

10: M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: I b e l i e v e  you d i d  remember Colonel HENDERSON corn-
i n g  t o  v i s i t  a t  Qlu L a i .  Could you t e l l  us about t h a t  v i s i t ,  
what you r e c a l l  about i t ?  

A.  I remember Colonel HENDERSON coming t h e r e ,  and he 
brought someone w i t h  him, two o t h e r  people inc lud ing  t h e  ser-
g e a n t  major went over  t o  our  s e r g e a n t  major ' s  o f f i c e .  When t h e  
meeting was over ,  they  a l l  g o t  i n  t h e i r  h e l i c o p t e r  and l e f t  from 
t h e  V I P  he l ipad .  Colonel HENDERSON, I b e l i e v e ,  asked me t o  go 
round up t h e  s e r g e a n t  major when he came o u t .  And I d i d  t h a t .  
I d o n ' t  remember whether it was an announced o r  an unannounced 
v i s i t  . 
Q- Now, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  who accompanied
him o t h e r  than  t h e  s e r g e a n t  major? Was t h i s  a l i e u t e n a n t  colo,nel? 
One of  h i s  s t a f f ?  

A.  It would be members of h i s  s t a f f ,  sir.  I would imag-
i n e  t h a t  i t  would be t h e  3 and t h e  XO. 

Q E&sXO was Colonel BARKER and Colonel BARKER--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Was a p a r t  of  Task Force Barker a t  t h e  
time? 

Q No, he was detached during t h a t  pe r iod .  
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MR MACCRATE: D o  you r e c a l l  a Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. I remember t h a t  t h e r e  was a MCKNIGHT, and it seemed 
l i k e  h e  w a s  working i n  t h e  TOC, b u t  I could be wrong. 

Q. H e  w a s  t h e  S3 a t  b r igade .  Was h e  t h e  one who was 
w i t h  Colonel BARKER, o r  could it have been Lieutenant  Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE, who was t h e  S 2 ?  

I0: W e l l ,  l e t ' s  t r y  a d i f f e r e n t  combination. L e t ' s  
t r y  BARKER and CALHOUN. 

A.  I don' t remember. 

Q *  W e  know some people who made some v i s i t s ,  and 
we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  va r ious  people w i t h  t h e i r  r e c o l l e c t i o n s .  
I t 's  only by having your b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  as  t o  who accom-
panied Colonel HENDERSON on this v i s i t  t h a t  you q u i t e  c l e a r l y  
recall .  Another p o s s i b i l i t y ,  it w a s  Colonel G U I N N ,  who w a s  
t h e  deputy province adv i so r  a t  Quang Ngai. Would t h e  photo- 
graphs of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  h e l p  you? 

Perhaps they might,  

Q. There 's  Colonel BLACKLEDGE. On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  you 
f i n d  Major MCKNIGHT. Here 's  Colonel GUINN. 

A .  I c a n ' t  say  i f  t h e r e  were two or  t h r e e  people.  
know t h e r e  was someone from h i s  s t a f f  wi th  him. I had t h e  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  were t w o .  It  seems t o  me t h a t  one of  them 
was a l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l  and one of  them w a s  a major. 

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e  tha t  Major CALHOUN is also--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  H i s  p i c t u r e ' s  a l s o  there. I recog-
n ized  him. Major MCKNIGHT w a ~t h e  3? 

10: H e  was t h e  3 of  br igade .  

A. Brigade? 

BLACKLEDGE was t h e  2. 

A. Y e s .  It may have been Colonel BLACKLEDGE. It  may 
have been because I remember t h a t  he w a s  a b igger  man. I have 
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t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  one of  them, t h e  co lone l ,  was a b igger  man, 
a heav ie r  man. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  o t h e r ,  and I can '  t re-
member any conversa t ions  t h a t  w e  had t h e r e .  

Q. Did they  go i n  w i t h  Colonel HENDERSON o r  d i d  Col-
o n e l  HENDERSON j u s t  go i n  h imsel f?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir,  they  d id .  Yes, s ir ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge they went i n  w i t h  him. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Did t h e  g e n e r a l  e v e r  send you on e r rands  f o r  
more than  2 4  hours?  

A .  No, s ir .  No, sir. I was never f u r t h e r  away from 
him than s a y  o u r  hootches.  

Q You never  went on a pass  o r  on an e r rand  t o  Saigon 
o r  up t o  the  24th Corps? 

A. There was one time t h a t  I had t o  move some h e l i -
cop te r s  t h a t  belonged t o  t h e  Navy. He went o u t  t o  some f i r e  
base out  yonder,  and I met him a t  Baldy. . 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You're t a l k i n g  a couple o f  hours 
t h e r e .  

A .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  a couple of hours.  From t h e  t i m e  I 
joined him u n t i l  he went on R&R t o  Hawaii, I w a s  t h e r e  with 
him. 

Q. You never  went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  o r  anything? 

A. Ne i the r  of us were h o s p i t a l i z e d .  No, sir. 

Q When you read  i n  the newspaper about t h i s ,  what 
was your r e a c t i o n ?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it happened. I found it n o t  
c red ib le .  I began reading  the  s t o r i e s ,  of  course ,  because 
i t  happened while  I was t h e r e .  A s  I was read ing ,  t h e r e  was 
no t ime t h a t  I could f i n d  anything t h a t  c o n t r a d i c t e d  wi th  my 
experience.  I had an over ly ing  f e e l i n g  t h a t  any person who 
was t h e r e  could have stopped it. I f  what a l l eged ly  happened, 
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d id  happen, t h a t  anyone of t h e  s o l d i e r s  could have s a i d ,  "Don't 
do t h i s !  This  i s  wrong! I f  you do t h i s ,  I w i l l  r e p o r t  you." 
When I read  t h e  L i f e-magazine a r t i c l e  about t h e  Army photo-
graphers  who were t ak ing  photos,  I was shocked t h a t  those  
people wi th  a s  much time i n  Vietnam a s  they had and wi th  as 
l i t t l e  combat experience a s  they  had, must have r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
what L i f e-was saying.  What a l l e g e d l y  happened was wrong. 
These people should have immediately gone back and repor ted  
t h i s  t o  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r s .  I was s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  they  d i d n ' t .  
I w a s  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  nobody a t  t h e  t i m e  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  was 
wrong. So I s t i l l  f i n d  it not  c r e d i b l e .  

Q. See i f  you can r e c a l l  anything t h a t  was s a i d ?  
Did you ever  hea r  of a r e p o r t  t h a t  was be ing  passed around 
o r  a s h o r t  comment, s ta tement ,  loose  information concerning 
one of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  t h a t  had submit ted a  r e p o r t  t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he had seen some noncombatants o r  women and 
c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  hea r  of  a  conf ron ta t ion  between a i r  
and ground u n i t s ?  

A. No. 

Q Where people i n  f a c t  had machineguns t r a i n e d  on 
o t h e r s ,  l e t ' s  say? 

A. You mean Americans t o  Americans? 

Q Y e s .  

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  sir. I f  t h i s  happened, t h i s  would 
have happened on t h e  company's command push. 

Q. I ' m  n o t  saying whether it was on any push. I ' m  % 

j u s t  asking whether you heard any rumor o r  anything about i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you ever  h e a r  of a chap la in  t h a t  might have 
. complained about c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly?  
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A. NO, s i r .  

Q Did you remember t h e  chapla in  a t  t h a t  t ime,  Colonel 
LEWIS? 

A. E s ,  sir, I normally, o r  f r equen t ly  a t e  across  t h e  
dinner  t a b l e  from Chaplain LEMIS. We t a l k e d  about every n i g h t  
o r  every o t h e r  n i g h t .  H e  never mentioned i t  t o  me.. 

Q Did you have any acquaintances over  i n  the 123d 
Aviation B a t t a l i o n ?  

A.  . It would only t h e  the a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  Colonel 
HOLLADAY, and WITHAM, M r .  WITHAM, who was our  p i l o t  a t  t h a t  
t ime. 

Q Did you know Major WATKE? 

A. NO,  sir .  

Q. Did you ever  go down and have a d r ink  down i n  
t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Only once. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  anything down t h e r e ?  

A .  No, sir .  The  t ime t h a t  I went down t h e r e  was 
when M r .  HONE was l eav ing  and he had recommended M r .  WITHAM 
t o  be h i s  successor .  I went down t o  in te rv iew M r .  WITHAM 
s o  t h a t  I could make a recommendation. That was t h e  only 
time t h a t  I was down t h e r e .  

Q- You d i d n ' t  g e t  over  t o  have a d r ink  a t  t h e  c lub  
and h e a r  t h e  boys t a l k i n g  toge the r?  

A.  Only on the  one occasion when I interviewed M r .  
WITHAM p r i o r  t o  M r .  HOWE's depar ture .  

Q - Was t h a t  i n  t h e  club? 

A. That was i n  the  c lub ,  y e s ,  s ir .  This i s  when we 
were changing p i l o t s .  I t  was be fo re  t h i s .  There was no t i m e  
a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  I went down t h e r e .  
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0. You never  had any c a l l  t o  suspec t  t h a t  something 
unusual happened down i n  t h i s  a r e a  about t h e  middle of March? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember when General  KOSTER received word 
t h a t  he was going back t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  t h e  M i l i t a r y  
Academy? When' d i d  you f i r s t  l e a r n  about t h a t ?  

A. I f i r s t  learned  about it when I was back i n  the 
S t a t e s  by reading  it i n  t h e  newspapers, sir.  

Q You having l e f t  t h e r e  t h e  9 t h  o f  May. Was he back 
from h i s  R&R be fo re  you l e f t ?  

A. I l e f t  t h e  day he came back from h i s  R&R. I went 
down t o  Saigon and met him and brought  him back up, and then  
I departed t h a t  day. 

10: Who took over  a s  h i s  a i d e  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. DICKENS, sir.  

Q - DICKENS? 

A. Es, sir,  Lieutenant  DICKENS, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge. He was t h e  one who was s l a t e d  t o  be t h e  a ide  a f t e r  
I l e f t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I know he d i d .  

MR MACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS typed t h e  
g e n e r a l ' s  correspondence. Would you be involved i n  t h a t  pro-
cess  o r  would t h e  genera l  w r i t e  i t  o u t  and hand it d i r e c t l y  
t o  S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS? 

A. I t  depended on t h e  n a t u r e  of the correspondence. 
I f  i t  was pe r sona l ,  t o  h i s  fami ly ,  t h e  qenera l  would, o r  
pe r sona l  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  t h e  genera l  would w r i t e  it out  and 
q i v e  i t  t o  HERRIS. HERRIS would type  i t ,  I ' d  proof read i t ,  
and then i t  would go back i n  t o  t h e  genera l .  If it was o f f i c -
i a l  bus iness  t h a t  wanted t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  
then  a f t e r  I f i n i s h e d  it, it would go t o  t h e  s t a f f  s e c r e t a r y  
o r  t h e  SGS , and t h e n  t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  , and then i n  t o  the 
genera l .  I n  t h a t  way it went d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  chief  of 
s t a f f ' s  desk t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  desk. 
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Q - W e l l  I understand t h a t  when Sergeant  HERRIS typed 
an o f f i c i a l  communication of  some s o r t  f o r  t h e  genera l  t h a t  
i t  would come t o  you and then  you would t ake  it t o  the  c h i e f  
of s t a f f ?  

A. , lhe a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of  s t a f f ,  s o  that he would know 
what was going on a l s o .  

Q- The a s s i s t a n t  ch ief  of s t a f f .  So t h a t  you would, 
i n  normal course,  s e e  anything t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS typed? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Let  m e  g e t  one o t h e r  mechanical m a t t e r  s t r a i g h t e n e d  
o u t .  How about f i l i n g  f o r  t h e  genera l?  Who handled t h a t ?  

A. * e c i a l i s t  HERRIS d id .  We had a s t a f f  s e r g e a n t  a t  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ter  and when th ings  needed t o  be p u t  away, 
S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS would p u t  them away i n  a c e n t r a l  f i l i n g  
a r e a  o u t  near  t h e  door. 

Q Did t h e  genera l  have any s p e c i a l  f i l e s  t h a t  you 
were acquainted wi th?  

A. N o .  If  he  had s p e c i a l  f i l e s  o r  th ings  t h a t  w e r e  
s p e c i a l  t o  him t h e y ' d  s t a y  i n  t h e  desk o r  they 'd  be i n  h i s  i n  ' 

and out-boxes. 

Did you handle any of  t h a t  s p e c i a l  f i l i n g  f o r  him? 

A. Yes, sir .  I checked through t h e  i n  and out-boxes. 
I l i k e d  t o  do i t  once a day t o  s e e  i f  anything had been changed 
o r  i f  anything had g o t t e n  i n  without  me knowing about it, s o  
t h a t  I could keep a b r e a s t .  But a s  f o r  something t h a t  would 
be s p e c i a l  o r  s e c r e t i v e  of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  i t  might go from t h e  
g e n e r a l  t o  t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f .  The bu i ld ing  was s e t  up s o  t h a t  
you could walk from t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  through t h e  chief  o f  
s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  t o  t h e  s t a f f  s e c r e t a r y ' s  o f f i c e ,  and then  i n t o  
t h e  s a f e s ,  s o  we had a f r o n t  channel and a back channel.  ' I f  
t h e r e  was something s p e c i a l  o r  s e c r e t i v e ,  it may have gone di-
r e c t l y  60 the s a f e s .  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Who took it i n  t h e r e ?  
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A. The  genera l  would hand c a r r y  that o r  t h e  chief  
of s t a f f  would come i n  and he  would g i v e  it t o  him and t h e  
ch ie f  of s t a f f  would hand c a r r y  it. 

Q And t o  whom would i t  go? 

A. Then i t  would go t o  Major BEASLEY. There was no 
ques t ion  about my going through t h e  i n  and out-boxes, b u t  
Major BEASLEY wouldn't  l e t  m e  thumb through h i s  s a f e .  I t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e r e  were some t h i n g s  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  need t o  
know. There must have been some t h i n g s  i n  t h e r e .  

10: W e l l ,  we apprec ia te  your coming i n ,  c a p t a i n  ROBERTS. 
AS a r e s u l t  of today, you may have some a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion  
t h a t  w i l l  come t o  mind, and i f  you do have any o f  these  b i t s  
and p ieces  t h a t  a r e  germane t o  what we ' r e  looking i n t o ,  the 
inqu i ry  i n t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we ' d  l i k e  you t o  g e t  i n  touch 
with t h i s  o f f i c e  s o  t h a t  w e  can t a k e  advantage of  such informa-
t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you have any documents of  any v a r i e t y ,  
such as  memor~nda,n o t e s ,  maps, a e r i a l  photos,  photos and t h e  
l i k e  t h a t  you f e e l  would be of  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  u s ,  we'd l i k e  very 
much t o  have t h o s e  as  w e l l .  Now I '  11 g i v e  you an opportuni ty 
t o  ask any ques t ion  t h a t  you would l i k e  o r  i f  you'd l i k e  t o  
e n t e r  a s t a t ement  i n t o  t h e  record .  

A - The only s ta tement  I could make would be t h a t  t o  
t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I know nothing about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

10: A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  This hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  
time. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1620 h o u r s ,  27  January 
1970 .) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1140 hours ,  28 January 
1970 .) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing named person i s  p resen t :  COL 
ARMSTRONG and MAJ LYNN. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Captain ROBERTS, you say  you would l i k e  t o  
make an a d d i t i o n a l  comment t o  your testimony of  yesterday.  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q Would you p lease  do so?  

A. Yesterday, I remember reading i n  t h e  America1 
News Sheet i n  which t h e r e  w e r e  3 weapons captured  and 128 
bodies .  his w a s  du r ing  t h e  pe r iod  i n  which t h e r e  was a g r e a t  
d e a l  of concern of  i n f l a t e d  body counts.  Weld had many people 
come down i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  t h i n g ,  s o  t h a t ' s  t h e  background.. 
I remember i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  I looked a t  t h a t ,  and I heard t h e  
b r i e f i n g  and I s a i d  t o  myself t h i s  i s  wrong, t h e r e  is some-
t h i n g  out  of o r d e r  h e r e ,  because t h a t ' s  t o o  few weapons and 
t o o  many bodies .  Then a s  w e  l e f t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  General KOSTER 
and General YOUNG were walking up, and I was walking behind 
them across  t h e  parade f i e l d ,  and General KOSTER made some--
t h e r e  must have been some comment made by General KOSTER about 
t h e  d i s p a r i t y  and General  YOUNG was very annoyed. General 
YOUNG s a i d  he was going t o  f i n d  o u t ,  he was going t o  cont inue 
t o  research  t h e  problem and determine what caused t h i s  d is -
p a r i t y .  I t  was my impression a t  t h e  time t h a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
had l i e d  about their body count ,  t h a t  t h e  weapons were c o r r e c t ,  
bu t  t h e  body count  was i n f l a t e d .  A s  I went back over  this .  
This  was t h e  s o r t  of th ings  t h a t  t h e  ARVN would do. I mention-
ed this yesterday.  The ARVN would run t h e i r  body counts way 
up s o  i t  would look l i k e  they were k i l l i n g  a l o t  o f  people,  
I dismissed it as be ing  t h e  l l t h  l y i n g  about their body count. 
There wasn ' t  as many people k i l l e d  a s  they s a i d  t h e r e  was. I 
have nothing f u r t h e r  t o  add, sir. 

Q Let  m e  ask you a ques t ion  about t h i s .  You s t a t e d  
you had been i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  o r  I b e l i e v e  you s t a t e d  t h a t  you 
had been i n v e s t i g a t e d  on s e v e r a l  previous occass ions  about 
i n f l a t e d  body counts ,  what d i d  you mean by t h i s ?  
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A. W e l l ,  a t  one t ime I remember a b r i e f i n g  i n  which 
General WESTMORELAND came down and he was t a l k i n g  t o  a l l  t he  
commanders. He s a i d  i n  e f f e c t  t h a t  by count ing bodies  i t ' s  
t h e  only way we have of judging our  success  o r  f a i l u r e s  he re .  
'We had rece ived  a g r e a t  d e a l  of c r i t i c i s m  from t h e  p ress  f o r  
i n f l a t i n g  o u r  body counts i n  o r d e r  t o  show a g r e a t e r  success .  
He l a i d  down the  law i n  no u n c e r t a i n  terms t h a t  when you t u r n  
i n  a body you have t o  e i t h e r  be a b l e  t o  touch i t ,  you know, 
t o  walk over  and touch i t ,  o r  t o  be a b l e  t o  s e e  it and t o  walk 
over i t  i f  you wanted t o .  I t  wasn ' t  t h e  s o r t  of t h i n g  where 
you s h o t  a man and he f e l l  i n  t h e  weeds and t h a t ' s  a body. 
You had t o  be a b l e  t o  s e e  i t  l y i n g  on the ground and be physi-
c a l l y  a b l e  t o  walk over  and touch it. Then General  KOSTER 
put  t h i s  o u t  t.o h i s  people,  t o  b r igade  commanders, and t o  h i s  
b a t t a l i o n  commanders. He was scrupulous about  making s u r e  
t h a t  our  counts were n o t  i n f l a t e d .  

Q So you had never had an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  from 
h igher  headquar ters  come i n t o  d i v i s i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  t h a t  
you r e c a l l .  Your s ta tement  l e f t  me wi th  t h e  impression t h a t  
this had happened on s e v e r a l  occass ions  t o  you. 

A .  There was a  l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel  who came through 
t a l k i n g  about body counts.  He went ou t  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s .  

Q ( In terpos ing)  He d i d  n o t  make a s p e c i f i c  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  of  a s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, s i r .  He was t a l k i n g  about body counts  i n  
genera l .  I d o n ' t  remember whether t h i s  occurred  be fo re  My 
Lai o r  a f t e r  My Lai o r  before  Te t  o r  a f t e r  Tet .  

Q- Okay, th ink  back a l i t t l e .  

A. There was a l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l  and he came from 
USARV. Why he came from USARV; I can ' t remember. He was 
coming through and he s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  i n  the mess h a l l ,  o r  he 
spen t  t h e  evening t h e r e  wi th  us e a t i n g  d inner .  I know t h a t  
he went out  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  and he had been going around 
t o  a l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n s .  He was checking a l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  and 
making s u r e  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  have i n f l a t e d  body counts.  

Q 0 H e  was making a survey o r  a survey check? 
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A. Some sor t  of  survey.  

Q But he  was n o t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  t o  your knmledge ,  
a s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  no sir. What he was t r y i n g  t o  do was 
make a survey and determine i n  what manner the pla toon l e a d e r s  
and company commanders assessed  bodies  s o  t h a t  h e  could then  
go back t o  USARV and s a y ,  " W e l l ,  I t h i n g  they  a r e  i n f l a t e d  
by such and such a p e r c e n t ,  o r  I th ink  they  are hones t  .I1 

Do you have any f u r t h e r  testimony? 

A. No, sir, I have nothing else. 

Q - Thank you f o r  coming i n .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  this w i l l  
n o t  be a s u b j e c t  of d i s c u s s i o n  between General PEERS, M r .  
MACCRATE and you, b u t  had you planned t o  l eave  p a r t i c u l a r i l y  
e a r l y .  

I p l a n  t o  leave  a t  6 o ' c lock  t o n i g h t  from Dulles.  

COL ARMSTRONG: A l l  r i g h t  w e 1  11 g i v e  you a number t o  g e t  i n  
touch with us i f  you have any f u r t h e r  information.  Thank you 
very much. 

This h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1 1 4 6  hours 28 January 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ROGERS, James D. CSM 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 1  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Command Sergeant  Major, 
America1 Division.  

1. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE WITNESS. 

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he d i d  very l i t t l e  paper work 
and accompanied General KOSTER i n  t h e  f i e l d  on h i s  d a i l y  
f l i g h t s  (pgs. 3-5) . The genera l  w a s  u sua l ly  accompanied on 
these  f l i g h t s  by t h e  wi tness  and t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  a i d e  who 
handled communications f o r  t h e  genera l  (pg. 4 ) .  

2 .  RECALL OF THE OPERATION. 

a. Recall i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

The wi tness  d i d  no t  recall being a t  Task Force Barker 
on 1 4  o r  15 March (pg. 6 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  16 March 
opera t ion  of Task Force Barker b u t  nothing p a r t i c u l a r  
about it (pg. 7 ) .  H e  remembered being a t  LZ Do t t i e  when 
some p r i sone r s  were brought i n , b u t  he could no t  connect t h i s  wi th  
t h e  16 March ope ra t ion  (pgs. 21, 22) . 

b.  Radio t ransmiss ions  concerning body count.  

(1) Ground t o  ground t ransmiss ions  overheard. 

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  f l y i n g  i n  t h e  command s h i p  
one time and hear ing  a t ransmiss ion  r e f e r r i n g  t o  c i v i l i a n s  
having been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  H e  noted t h e r e  w a s  nothing 
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leading him t o  be l i eve  t h a t  something o u t  of t h e  ord inary  
had happened (pgs. 8 ,  9 )  . The wi tness  be l ieved  t h a t  t h e  
t ransmiss ion overheard was between ground elements and t h e i r  
CP on t h e  ground (pgs. 9, 1 0 ) .  H e  f u r t h e r  remembered a 
t ransmiss ion asking f o r  a r e p o r t  of how people were k i l l e d .  
The answer re turned  saying,  "How t h e  h e l l  can you t e l l  how 
they were k i l l e d  s i n c e  they 've  been blown a l l  apar t?"  
lpgs .  9 ,  11, 24) .  H e  could r e c a l l  nothing more i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
about t h i s  conversat ion (pgs. 12, 30) . H e  opined t h a t  everyone 
i n  the s h i p  could hea r  t h e s e  t ransmiss ions  (pg. 10) . 

(2) KOSTER' s countermand. 

A f t e r  overhearing t h i s  t ransmiss ion  concerning 
t h e  determinat ion of t h e  cause of dea th  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  
a r ea ,  he r e c a l l e d  hear ing  one. of t h e  p a r t i e s  d i r e c t  t h e  o t h e r  
t o  "ge t  t h e  count of men, women, and ch i ld ren"  (pg. 24).  
The r e c i p i e n t  of t h i s  dk rec t ive  r e p l i e d  as noted above. The 
witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h i s  juncture  General KOSTER g o t  on the  
r a d i o  and con t r ad i c t ed  t h e  o rde r  t o  determine t h e  cause of . 

dea th ,  because he d i d  no t  want t h e  t roops  t o  r e t u r n  through the  . 
a rea  a t  t h a t  t i m e  of day (pgs. 1 4 ,  15, 24, 25) .  The witness  
noted t h a t  h i s  own i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . w a s  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  body 
count could be conducted, b u t  t h e  commander. d i d  no t  want it 
attempted t h a t  la te  i n  t h e  day (pg. 26).  

3. REPORT OF THE INCIDENT. 

The wi tness  had no persona l  knowledge of  anything unusual 
concerning Task Force Barker and t h e  16 March ope ra t ion  
(pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he had heard nothing from h i s  
con tac t s  wi th  noncoxmnissioned o f f i c e r s  o r  from any o t h e r  
channels about t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  (pgs. 1 2 ,  
1 3 ) .  The wi tness  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he heard no rumors o r  r e p o r t s  
from any se rgean t s  major, f i r s t  s e rgean t s ,  o t h e r  e n l i s t e d  
personnel ,  personnel  i n  t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ,  o r  from 
Chaplain LEWIS concerning unnecessary k i l l i n g  o r  anything 
e l s e  unusual a s soc i a t ed  wi th  t h e  16 March ope ra t ion  (pgs. 1 2 ,  
13, 20, 27,  29) .  The wi tness  was incredulous  about any 
ex tens ive  rumors c i r c u l a t i n g  which he had no t  heard (pgs. 28, 
29).  

4. KNOWLEDGE OF AN INVESTIGATION. 

The wi tness  - s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  abso lu t e ly  nothing 
about any ' i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 13 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  had t h e r e  
been any o rde r s  c u t ,  he would have known of it (pgs. 13,  1 4 ) .  
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5. 	 OTHER INFORMATION. 

U s e  of mar i juana .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  no p a r t i c u l a r  mar i juana  problem 
i n  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  (pgs.  16-19).  

b .  	 Genera l  KOSTER's a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  ARVNS. 

The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  Genera l  KOSTER's a t t i t u d e  
toward t h e  Vietnamese t r o o p s  w a s  t h a t  w e  w e r e  t h e r e  t o  
s u p p o r t  them, n o t  t o  command them (pg. 19) . 

c. 	 Genera l  KOSTER's p e r s o n a l  papers .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  r e t u r n e d  t o  CONUS w i t h  
Genera l  KOSTER upon h i s  DEROS; t h e r e f o r e ,  he  knew no th ing  
of what might  have happened t o  any p e r s o n a l  papers  t h a t  t h e  
g e n e r a l  might  have l e f t  behind (pgs .  31, 32) . 

d. 	 E x h i b i t s .  

E x h i b i t s  shown t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  a r e  l i s t e d  below. 
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EXHIBITS 

E X H I U I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES-

Task Force Barker log,- Mar 6 8 Referred to. 6 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1425 hour s ,  21 January 
1970.) 


COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  COL 
WILSON, MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Command Se rgean t  Major James 
D. ROGERS. 

(CSM ROGERS w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

P l e a s e  s ta te  your f u l l  name, g rade  and S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number? 

A. James D. ROGERS, Command S e r g e a n t  Major, S o c i a i  
S e c u r i t y  i s  

RCDR : P l e a s e  s ta te  your  branch o f  service, o r g a n i z a t i o n  
and du ty  s t a t i o n ?  

A. U. S. Army, Headquar te rs ,  F i r s t  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Army, 
F o r t  George G. Meade, Maryland. 

COL WILSON: Se rgean t  Major, b e f o r e  w e  p roceed  w i t h  any 
q u e s t i o n s ,  I would l i k e  t o  in form you of a couple  of  matters. 

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army, f o r  t h e  pur-  
pose  o f  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommen- 
d a t i o n s  on two matters: 

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n -  
q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
cha in  o f  command, of  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968, and 

(2)  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  or wi thho ld ing  o f  
i n fo rma t ion  by any person  who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  Two 
mat ters--previous  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  and suppres s ion  
of i n fo rma t ion  are p r i m a r i l y  what w e ' r e  a f te r .  
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This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  not  being conducted t o  in-
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened a t  My 
L a i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which I j u s t  
s t a t e d .  

.Your testimony w i l l  be  taken under oa th .  A ver-
batim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  prepared. A t ape  recording  i s  being 
made i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  verbatim no tes  being taken by t h e  
r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  re-
p o r t  w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testi-
mony may become a mat t e r  of pub l i c  knowledge. Do you have 
any ques t ions?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. What was your assignment on 15  March 1968? 

A. I was t h e  d i v i s i o n  se rgean t  major, s i r ,  of t h e  
America1 Division. 

Q. And how long w e r e  you with t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A .  I got  i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  s ir ,  approximately t h e  
22d of January.  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q You joined t h e  d i v i s i o n  a f t e r  it a r r i v e d  i n  V i e t -
nam? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And how long d i d  you occupy t h a t  job? 

A. I was se rgean t  major i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  sir,  u n t i l  
December 1968, sir. . 

Q. Sergeant  major, a man i n  your p o s i t i o n  would norm-
a l l y  r ece ive  a l o t  of information sometimes t h a t  wouldn't  
come d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  
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I want t o  make one t h i n g  c l e a r ,  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  
mention. M r .  WALSH, on my r i g h t ,  is  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who 
has  volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army 
t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Lieutenant  
Colonel NOLL i s  a  member of General PEERS' Inqui ry  and so  am 
I. This  i s  Interview Team C. We a r e  in te rv iewing  wi tnesses  
t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS. H e  and he a lone  is  t h e  one who 
makes t h e  f i n a l  recommendation on t h i s  mat ter .  We do n o t  
have t h a t  a u t h o r i t y .  I f  o t h e r  people walk i n  h e r e ,  t h a t  a r e  
members of t h e  board,  they  w i l l  a l s o  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
ques t ion  you. Now i n  your p o s i t i o n  as  t h e  command se rgean t  
major d id  you have any previous knowledge of t h e  opera t ion  
conducted by Task Force Barker on 16 ,  17 ,  1 8 ,  19 March? 

A. Oh, I knew of t h e  opera t ion ,  sir.  I knew of  
course of t h e  Task Force Barker,  yes ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you t h i n k  t h e r e  was anyth ing  unusual about 
t h i s  opera t ion  p r i o r  t o  i t ' s  incep t ion  o r  dur ing  it conduct? 

A. No, sir ,  I d i d n ' t .I 

Q. Were you involved i n  any way wi th  t h e  planning of 
t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you work very c l o s e l y  wi th  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  ' s  
o f f i c e  o r  were you working i n  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e ?  

A. W e l l ,  my o f f i c e ,  sir,  was r i g h t  next  door t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  CP,  b u t  my d a i l y  work was n o t  r e a l l y  wi th  t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f .  It was wi th  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  sir. I s t ayed  
wi th  him. 

Q- You s tayed  wi th  t h e  commander? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Well, which p a r t i c u l a r  s t a f f  s e c t i o n  d i d  you work 
t h e  c l o s e s t  wi th  bes ide  from t h e  commanding genera l?  

A. Well, none i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  sir. Real ly my asso-
c i a t i o n  was r e a l l y  with t h e  commanding genera l s  a f t e r  t h e i r  
d a i l y  con tac t  wi th  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  and any o t h e r  s e c t i o n ,  
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sir. Whenever I would come back o u t  of t h e  f i e l d  my d a i l y  
contac t  was wi th  t h e  commanding genera l .  I was with him day 
i n  and day o u t ,  

Q. What t y p e  of s t a f f  d i d  you have? 

A. None, sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  who d i d  you r e l y  on f o r  your c l e r i c a l  as-
s i s t a n c e ?  

A. This was done--well, s i r ,  during my t enure  over  
t h e r e ,  s i r ,  my paperwork f o r  t h e  job was n i l .  I s p e n t  my 
time t ak ing  o f f  d a i l y  with t h e  genera l ,  s i r ,  and coming back 
i n  t h e  evenings and I had very minimal paperwork, s ir .  When 
I d i d  have any need f o r  c l e r i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  I would g e t  it 
o u t  of t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  which was a l ready i n  t h e  
CP. 

Q Did you normally accompany t h e  commanding genera l  
on h i s  d a i l y  f l i g h t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Did General  KOSTER normally have a communicator 
along with him? Who would go with him bes ides  yourse l f?  

A. Normally, s i r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  except ions  t o  t h i s ,  b u t  
normally t h e  d a i l y  t r e n d  would be General KOSTER, t h e  a i d e ,  
and myself. The a i d e  would opera te  t h e  r ad io .  

Q. Did General  KOSTER go o u t  every day? 

A. I would say every day, s ir .  I can" r e a l l y  t h i n k  
of a day t h a t  he d i d n ' t  go ou t .  

Q. Did he  have a normal schedule? 

A. What do you mean by a normal schedule,  s i r ?  

Q. I mean d i d  he  fol low t h e  same schedule every day 
o r  was each day d i f f e r e n t  a s  f a r  a s  h i s  observa t ions  of  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  a r e a  was concerned? 
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A. W e l l ,  i f  you ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  h i s  l e a v i n g  every  
day approximately  t h e  same t i m e  and coming back,  y e s ,  s i r ,  
he had a f a i r l y  normal schedule  sir. 

And what w a s  t h a t  schedule?  

A. W e l l ,  I wouldn ' t  want t o  quo te  it t o  a t i m e  s i r ,  
b u t  approximately ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  would l e a v e  t h e r e  
around 0730 o r  0800 i n  t h e  morning, t hen  it would vary  a s  
what t i m e  w e  would come back.  Sometime w e  would come back 
i n  a t  midday and go back o u t  a g a i n ,  and sometime w e  wouldn ' t  
come back u n t i l  evening.  A s  I s a i d ,  w e  always,  s a y  normal ly ,  
w e  would be back i n  by 1700 hour s  a t  n i g h t .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  because t h a t  I s  when t h e  evening  b r i e f i n g  
w a s ,  sir. 

Q- It s t a r t e d  a t  1700? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  it w a s  1700 hour s ,  sir. 

Q- Whak p a r t  of  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  day d i d  he 
a c t u a l l y  spend i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a r e a  away from t h e  headqua r t e r s?  

A. You mean o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  s i r ?  

Q- Normally. 

A .  The g r e a t e s t  pe rcen tage  of t h e  day was o u t s i d e  of  
the headqua r t e r s .  

9- W e l l ,  when you d i d n ' t  come back a t  noon you would 
normally ea t  w i t h  one of t h e  u n i t s ?  

A.  Whatever u n i t  w e  happened t o  be-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Whichever u n i t  you happen t o  be a t  
a t  t h e  t i m e .  Did you e v e r  accompany Genera l  YOUNG a t  any 
t i m e  when h e  w a s  o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t  accompany him. I had a r i d e  
w i t h  him once i n  a while--no, s i r ,  b u t  my d a i l y  t r i p ,  s ir ,  
w a s  w i t h  t h e  CG. 

Q- W e l l  now when t h e  CG would go i n t o  a  f i r e  base  
who d i d  you normal ly  c o n t a c t ?  
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A. The s e r g e a n t  major of  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t ,  s i r ,  
f i r s t  s e r g e a n t s .  

Q. Sergean t  major I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  Task Force 
Barker l o g ,  14-18 March 1968, E x h i b i t  M-16 t o  t r y  t o  see i f  
I can f i x  t h i s  t i m e  p e r i o d .  The l o g  of  t h e  1 4 t h  o f  March 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Genera l  KOSTER a r r i v e d  a t  f i r e  b a s e  D o t t i e  a t  
1420 and d e p a r t e d  a t  1430. Ear l ier  t h a t  morning General  
YOUNG had been t h e r e  and he a r r i v e d  a t  0935 and 0950. I t  
was a very  s h o r t  p e r i o d .  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  t h a t  you can re-
ca l l  on t h a t  day,  1 4  March 1968? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  I n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  I w a s  t h e r e  
you can s a y ,  b u t  t o  s ay  any th ing  p a r t i c u l a r  about  t h a t  day 
I c a n ' t  sir.  

Q - On t h e  1 5 t h  o f  March it s a y s ,  "General  YOUNG came 
i n  a t  1130 and l e f t  a t  1135". This  i s  one you may r e c a l l  i n  

t h e  l o g  of t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March, "L ieu tenan t  General  DOLEMAN 
and Major General  KOSTER v i s i t e d  LZ D o t t i e ,  w e r e  b r i e f e d  by 
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER and t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  1645 and de- 
p a r t e d  a t  1715",  do  you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Who w a s  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  s i r ?  

Q.  Lieu tenan t  General  DOLEMAN? 

A. It  d o e s n ' t  s t i c k  i n  my mind any p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e  
du r ing  t h a t ' t i m e ,  sir. Not s a y i n g  w e  w e r e n ' t  t h e r e ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  recal l  'it, sir. 

a - Would you have been w i t h  General  KOSTER in-- 
.. . 

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  I w a s  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you remember d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  frame a t h r e e  
s t a r  general--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  i s  what I w a s  s a y i n g  sir,  I 
j u s t  d o n ' t  remember one be ing  t h e r e  t h a t  t i m e .  Not s a y i n g  
t h a t  he wasn ' t .  H e  cou ld  have been. They used t o  come i n  
t h e r e  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y ,  b u t  I r e c a l l  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  n ight- -  
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Q r .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Apparent ly  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  concerned 
an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was be ing  conducted I would imagine.  You 
don ' t ,  r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. NO, I d o n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  r e g a r d i n g  a n . o p e r a t i o n ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e g a r d i n g  an o p e r a t i o n  which was conducted by 
Task Force Barker  i n  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  a r e a ,  1 5 ,  16 ,  17  
March 1968? 

A. W e l l ,  as I s a i d ,  s i r ,  of  cou r se  I knew of  t h e  op-
e r a t i o n  going on i n  t h e r e ,  and whether  w e  w e r e  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  sir.  U n t i l  a l l  t h i s  popped 
up i n  t h e  papers  i t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l  w i t h  m e  a t  a l l ,  
n o t  any th ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q* Who w a s  t h e  NCO you p r i n c i p a l l y  c o n t a c t e d  a t  Task 
Force Barker headqua r t e r s  when you went t h e r e ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l  s i r ,  it was a mas te r  s e r g e a n t  by t h e  
name of  JOHNSON. The b a t t a l i o n  s e r g e a n t  major  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  
w i t h  BARKER: He w a s ,  a s  a matter o f  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  they  w e r e  
up on Ross a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. up on what? 

A. On LZ Ross, s i r ,  1/20 a s  I remember. They d i d n ' t  
have a s e r g e a n t  major down t h e r e  a t  Task Force Barker ,  sir.  
H e  w a s  more o r  less t h e  NCOIC.  I do know, of course  I r e c a l l  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  s e r g e a n t  major 1/20 very  w e l l ,  and I know he 
w a s n ' t  t h e r e ,  Se rgean t  Major LEE. 

Q So, your p r i n c i p a l  c o n t a c t  a t  D o t t i e  and Task 
Force Barker headqua r t e r s  w a s  Master  Se rgean t  JOHNSON? 

A. Master Se rgean t  JOHNSON, sir.  

Q. On t h e  days t h a t  you went down t h e r e ,  and you pro-
bably  went down t h e r e  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  d i d  
you r e c e i v e  any i n d i c a t i o n  a t  a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  any th ing  
unusual  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  be ing  conducted i n  t h e  
2d ARVN Div i s ion  a r e a  o r  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  o r  t h e  Son My 
V i l l a g e ?  
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A. The only  t h i n g  t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir, i n  any s i z e  
shape o r  form--it  may be a l i t t l e  o u t  of  t h e  o r d i n a r y  maybe 
and aga in ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  quote  t h e  d a t e s ,  because I may be 
wrong. I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember it t h a t  w e l l  t o  say  it happen-
ed on t h e  1 5 t h ,  1 6 t h ,  o r  any given pe r iod .  During t h a t  par-  
t i c u l a r  p e r i o d ,  s i r ,  I do remember i n  t h e  Char l ie -Char l ie  
s h i p  t h a t  w e  were i n  a t r ansmiss ion  r e f e r e n c e  t o  c i v i l i a n s  
having been k i l l e d  and t h e r e  was some t r ansmiss ions  about it 
being by a r t i l l e r y  and a t  t h a t  t i m e  it was no th ing  t h a t  
would l e a d  anybody o r  t o  m e  a t  l e a s t ,  o r  anybody else I 
would assume it was noth ing  r e a l l y  o u t  of  t h e  o r d i n a r y ,  b u t  
I do r e c a l l  t h i s  on t h e  a i r ,  sir. Now, t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  I 

o p e r a t i n g  i n ?  

wouldn ' t  s a y ,  sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  o f  course .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. This  w a s  down i n  Task Force B a r k e r ' s  a r e a ,  sir. 

Q- You mean it was i n  an a r e a  Task Force Barker was 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Rea l i z ing  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  w a s  r e a l l y  n o t  i n  Task 
Force Barker AO--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  NO, when I say  Task Force Barker 
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  My La i  a rea .  . . - .  

9- You say  you r e c a l l  hea r ing  a r a d i o  t r ansmiss ion  
about c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  where they  w e r e  
ope ra t ing?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Do you remember t h e  approximate date t h a t  you 
heard t h i s  t ransmiss ion?  

A. I do  know, s i r ,  t h a t  it was around t h e  middle of 
March, t o  p i n  it r i g h t  down t o  t h e  14 th  o r  1 5 t h  I c o u l d n ' t  
s ay ,  sir. It  was j u s t  no th ing  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

a - Now what do you r e c a l l  about t h i s  t ransmiss ion?  
Anything s p e c i f i c ?  
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A. J u s t  t h e  f a c t ,  s i r ,  t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  and a s  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  it was d e a l i n g  with body count 
and t h e r e  was something s a i d ,  by whom I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  t h a t  
ev iden t ly  wi th in  t h e  body count t h a t  was being conducted 
t h e r e  was some t ransmiss ion  t o  r e fe rence  a s  t o  how t h e s e  c i -  
v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  and t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and 
what I remember of it, s i r ,  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  something was 
s a i d  i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  bodies  were blown s o  bad how a r e  
you going t o  determine how they were k i l l e d .  

Q. W e l l ,  who was t h e  t ransmiss ion  from? 

A. W e  were monitoring, sir.  Of course  w e  were i n  
t h e  Charl ie-Charl ie  sh ip .  

Q. Was t h i s  a communication between t h e  Charl ie-  
Char l i e  and t h e  ground o r  was t h i s  something--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h i s  I ' m  s u r e ,  s i r ,  was 
something betwsen t h e  ground elements and t h e  CP t h e r e .  We 
were i n  t h a t  a rea  and normally we would monitor t h a t  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  a rea .  

Q =  You changed f requencies  when you went t o  a d i f -
f e r e n t  br igade  o r  t a s k  fo rce?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Whatever a rea  we happen t o  go i n t o ,  
sir,  t h a t ' s  t h e  frequency t h a t  we would go on. 

Q. Now what happened when General KOSTER heard t h i s ,  
d i d  he  do anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any comment on t h i s  t ransmiss ion?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. From General KOSTER o r  t h e  a i d e  or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Was everybody i n  t h e  shop, General  KOSTER, t h e  
a i d e ,  and you i n  a  p o s i t i o n  where you could hea r  t h e  r a d i o  
t ransmiss ions?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Were you moni tor ing  over  t h e  conso le?  

A. Yes ' ,  sir. The a i d e ,  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  and I had ear-
phones. 

Q- Were you a l l  on t h e  same frequency? Was General  
KOSTER--did he normal ly  communicate w i th  t h e  ground e lements  
as he w a s  over  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. J u s t  moni tor ing?  

A. Moni tor ing ,  when I say  communicate w i t h  him, sir ,  
as f a r  a s  b reak ing  i n  on t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  no,  sir.  

Q - Would it be unusual  f o r  him to- - i f  he hea rd  a 
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  t o  g e t  on t h e  r a d i o  and s a y ,  "What's t h i s  
a l l  about?"  

A. W e l l ,  as it w a s  coming o v e r ,  s i r ,  when I say  c i v i -  
l i a n s  k i l l e d  it w a s  no th ing  about  a g r e a t  number of c i v i l i a n s .  
I t  w a s  just--my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  as I r e c a l l e d  i t ,  sir ,  w a s  
t h a t  a few c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ,  and t h a t  w a s  i t ,  which 
I say ,  j u s t  w a s n ' t  any th ing  r e a l l y  o u t  of  t h e  o r d i n a r y .  

Q. Did you h e a r  t h e s e  t ype  of  t h i n g s  on t h e  r a d i o  
very o f t e n ?  

A. Oh, I ' v e  hea rd  them, y e s ,  s ir .  L e t ' s  s a y  about  
c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  n o t  f r e q u e n t l y ,  b u t  I have 
heard  it on t h e  r a d i o .  * 

Q- Do you know whether  t h i s  was a d i s c u s s i o n  between 
t h e  ground e lements  o r  w a s  it a n o t h e r  C & C  s h i p  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
ground o r  where w a s  t h i s  communication coming from? . . .  

A. I t h i n k  it was coming from t h e  ground e l emen t s ,  
s i r ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say .  I t  cou ld  have been w i t h  ano the r  
s h i p ,  sir. 

Did you h e a r  General  KOSTER g e t  on t h e  r a d i o  a tQ a  


anytime du r ing  t h i s  t i m e  frame and r e s c i n d  a b r i g a d e  commander's 
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o rde r s?  I th ink  I ' l l  exp la in  t o  you what t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
were and s e e  i f  t h i s  b r ings  it back t o  mind. A Task Force 
Barker element was d i r e c t e d  t o  go back through a v i l l a g e ,  a 
company-sized element,  d i r e c t e d  t o  go back through a  v i l l a g e  
and make a  body count t o  determine t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  body 
count and s o  f o r t h .  There was some'quest ion i n  t h e  communi- 
c a t i o n  about going back through t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  danger t h a t  
it would develope, t h e  d i s t a n c e  and t h e  booby t r a p s  and t h e  
mines and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  and i t ' s  a l l e g e d  t h a t  General 
KOSTER rescinded t h e  o rde r  and t o l d  t h e  u n i t  no t  t o  go back 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  do you r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Well dur ing  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ransmiss ion  I ' m  re-
f e r r i n g  t o ,  s i r ,  which I would assume was t h e  same one t h a t  
t h e  colonel  is  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  a s  I r e c a l l  d u r i n g - t h e  t r a n s -  
mission--was about t h e  body count and how were t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  
k i l l e d .  There was a t ransmiss ion  a s  t o ,  "We c a n ' t  determine, 
because they were blown a p a r t , "  and t o  my knowledge, s i r ,  
General KOSTER d i d  say on t h e  a i r ,  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  
of h i s  exac t  words s i r ,  o r  c l o s e  t o  it, about what it r e a l l y  
b o i l s  down t o ,  s i r ,  i s  n o t  messing with t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  body 
count a s  f a r  a s  t r y i n g  t o  make a de terminat ion  how t h i s  in -  
d i v i d u a l  was k i l l e d .  Q 


Q =  General KOSTER, you t h i n k ,  d i d  g e t  on t h e  radio?  

A. Yes, sir.  Now, whether we ' re  t a l k i n g  about t h e  
same i n c i d e n t ,  sir, I d o n ' t  know. I think--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, l e t  me say t h i s ,  i f  you have 
an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  69  was a  body count based on a r t i l l e r y  
p repara t ion  would you consider  t h i s  an abnormal f i g u r e ?  

A. 69 of  body count of what, c i v i l i a n s ,  s i r ?  

Q. Anything? 

A. I n  my opinion I might--I might guess ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  any f i g u r e s .  

Q. A r t i l l e r y  being-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir. 
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Q. What w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about is two--actually two 3 
minute concent ra t ions .  

Q. W e l l ,  i f  you had heard t h e  f igure - - th i s  w i l l  come 
l a t e r ,  b u t  t h e  f i g u r e  of 69 poss ib ly  came up about t h e  same 
time t h a t  t h e s e  t ransmiss ions  were going on a s  being a body 
count,  an approximate body count. I d o n ' t  know whether you 
normally hea r  t h e s e  i n  your t ransmiss ions  o r  n o t ,  f i g u r e s  
such a s  t h a t .  

A. I don ' t  r e c a l l  a f i g u r e  of any 6 9 .  A s  a matter 
of  f a c t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ransmiss ion  I d o n ' t  even r e c a l l  
any f i g u r e s  being mentioned. 

Q. No numbers mentioned? 

A. No numbers mentioned. A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  
sir,  it sounded t o  me a s  though a few c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  and when I say  a  few I ' m  j u s t  formulat ing i n  my own 
mind what I i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a t  t h e  t ime, 3 o r  4 c i v i l i a n s  
being k i l l e d .  

Q. Did t h i s  e v e r  come up again a t  a l a t e r  t ime? Did 
you hear  anything more of t h i s ?  

A. Never t o  m e ,  s ir .  Never again,  t h e  f i r s t  I ever  
heard anything on t h i s ,  s i r ,  was when I read t h i s  i n  t h e  
papers.  

Q e  Did t h e r e  appear t o  be p e c u l i a r  a c t i v i t i e s  around 
Task Force Barker o r  LZ Dot t i e  dur ing  t h i s  per iod?  People 
going down t h e r e  and asking  ques t ions?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  hear  anything from Master Sergeant  
JOHNSON o r  any of  t h e  o t h e r  N C O ' s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  some-
t h i n g  was wrong? How about t h e  a v i a t i o n  people,  d i d  you 
ever  have any c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  174th o r  t h e  123d? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I had almost a d a i l y  con tac t  wi th  t h e  
123d, because they  were r i g h t  down t h e  road from us and, o f  

(ROGERS) 12 APP T-200 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


course,  it was p a r t  of us ,  b u t  through t h e  NCO channels o r  
any o t h e r  channels I never heard a word about  it. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  hear  anything from any of t h e  a v i a t o r s  
down t h e r e  or-- 

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  No, sir. 

Q - Nothing regarding t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Not a word, s ir .  Not a word. 

Q. Did you ever  hear  General KOSTER o r  General YOUNG 
o r  any of t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r s  t e l l i n g  anybody t o  make an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, I d i d  not .  

Q. Did.you ever  hear  of en i n v e s t i g c t i o n ?  

A, I d i d  n o t ,  sir. 

Q. Did you ever  s e e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  which were made 
on opera t ions  of var ious a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
one? 

A. I never seen one, no, sir. 

Q. Did you have any r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
elements of t h e  s t a f f  such a s  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l  o r  t h e  
judge advocate o r  t h e  provost  marshal, w i t h  t h e s e  people o r  
wi th  t h e i r  s e n i o r  N C O ' s  s o  t h e s e  t h i n g s  would normally come 
t o  your a t t t e n t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  I ' v e  seen f o r  example, t h e  SJA's o f f i c e ,  t h e  
G2, a l l  of  them, s ir ,  a s  f a r  as  e n l i s t e d  people were concerned 
and a l l  t h e s e  se rgean t s  major i n  t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  I had d a i l y  
c o n t a c t  wi th ,  and I l i v e d  wi th  them. 

Q. Now if t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of any magni- 
tude  it would have been designated by t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar- 
t e r s .  Would t h i s  have gone down on s p e c i a l  o rde r s  with t h i s  
inves t iga t ion- -
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  it would have, sir.  

Q .  There would have been a s p e c i a l  o rde r  c u t  on it 
i f  it was something d i r e c t e d  by t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

(No response.  ) 

MR WALSH: Sergeant  major, what was t h e  name of t h e  a i d e  
who was f l y i n g  w i t h  you on the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  S i r ,  I can ' t - - i f  you mention t h e  
name t o  m e  I could t e l l  you, b u t  when I got  t h e  c a l l  he re  I--
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of peoples  names and I ' l l  be darned i f  
I can. I can t e l l  you exac t ly  what he looks l i k e  and every-
t h i n g  e l s e ,  b u t  I doubt t h a t  I can t e l l  you h i s  name, s i r .  
I f  h i s  name i s  mentioned t o  me I can t e l l  you, s ir .  

COL WILSON: How about  a Captain James A. DICKENS? Do you 
r e c a l l  him? 

A. Yes, sir, yes ,  s i r ,  b u t  Captain DICKENS wasn ' t  
t h e  a i d e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  sir. Captain DICKENS was t h e  a i d e ,  a s  

Q 
I r e c a l l  t h a t  t i m e  of general--one of t h e  o t h e r  g e n e r a l s ,  h e  a0 

was no t  General KOSTER's  a i d e  a t  t h e  time sir,  he l a t e r  was, 
4 
CV)

b u t  n o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

MR WALSH: Do you remember t h e  names of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t s  t h a t  were i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  day? 

A. Again, s i r ,  i f  you mention t h e i r  name I could 
t e l l  you i f  t h a t ' s  them. 

Q I might mention some names l a t e r  f o r  you, b u t  t o  
go back t o  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  do you r e c a l l  about t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  
about c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  Do you Yemember hea r ing  
some argument between t h e  Task Force Barker element and t h e  
company commander on t h e  ground, a s  t o  whether t h e  company 
should go back t o  make a body count? 

A. A s  I s t a t e d ,  s ir ,  I heard t h i s  d i scuss ion ,  aga in  
I ' m  formulat ing i n  my own mind what was s a i d  and i n  some as-
p e c t s  t h e  way I i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  message, s i r ,  t h a t  somebody 
had g ive  t h e  o rde r  and a s  I understood a t  t h e  t i m e  t o  g e t  
t h i s  body count. They were a l s o  t o  make t h e  de terminat ion  
of those  t h a t  w e r e  c i v i l i a n s  and how they  were k i l l e d .  
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There was some d i scuss ion  a s  to-- the reason r i g h t  behind i t ,  
sir ,  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you--as t o  whether they  should do it  o r  
they s h o u l d n ' t  do it. This was based from t h e  way I under-
s tood  t h e  t ransmiss ion ,  s i r ,  was t h a t  t h e  bodies  t h a t  they  
had seen t h e r e ,  was no number mentioned t o  my knowledge, t h a t  
t h e  t ransmiss ion  was going over  t h e  a i r  then  t h a t  t h e  ones 
t h a t  they had go t t en  up t o  and I ' m  speaking of t h e  bodies  
were blown a p a r t  and a conversation--"How i n  t h e  h e l l  can 
you determine what d i d  k i l l  'em?" 

Q =  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  person g iv ing  t h e  o r d e r  t o  go 
back and make t h e  body count and asked f o r  a breakdown by 
men, women, and ch i ld ren  and how they were k i l l e d ,  each one? 

A. I t h i n k  it was mentioned, s i r ,  men, women, and 
c h i l d r e n ,  yes ,  sir.  

Q - And t h e  commander on t h e  ground o b j e c t e d  t o  t h i s  
on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  t e l l ?  

A .  Right ,  sir. 

Q. And then General. KOSTER go t  on the rad io?  

A .  Right,  sir. 

Q. I wonder i f  you could r e s t a t e  f o r  us e x a c t l y  
what you can remember General KOSTER having s a i d ?  

A. Well, i n  my own, s i r ,  h i s  e x a c t  words, s i r ,  I 
begin wi th .  

Q e  W e  understand t h a t  i t ' s  been a long t i m e  again.  

A. A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  s i r ,  it was t o  the e f f e c t  t h a t  
a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  moment, because I was getting--number 
one, it was almost impossible t o  determine how they  were 
k i l l e d  because of t h e  condi t ion  of t h e  bod ies ,  second, t h a t  
I i n t e r p r e t e d  a t  t h a t  time t h a t  t h e r e  was s t i l l  smal l  f i r e  
going on and my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of h i s  message a t  t h a t  t ime,  
s i r ,  was, d o n ' t  bother  w i t h  i t  a t  t h a t  moment. This  i s  t h e  
way t h a t  I i n t e r p r e t e d  it s i r ,  

a - I see .  That is  t h e  e x t e n t  of your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
on i t ?  
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A Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - And you never--you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  having heard  
anything f u r t h e r  about  t h a t  ope ra t ion?  

No, s i r ,  and I was down there--of course  many,A. 
many t i m e s  a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e  s e r g e a n t  majors ,  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t s ,  
t h e  T O C ' s ,  and t h e  d a i l y  c o n t a c t s  w i th  t h e  G2, G 3 ,  s e r g e a n t  
major a t  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  and a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and b r i g a d e .  
l e v e l  and I never  heard  a word on t h i s .  

COL WILSON: How abou t  Captain  Daniel  A. ROBERTS? 

A. T h a t ' s  him, sir. 

G o  Was h e  t h e  one t h a t  normally t a l k e d  t o  you i n  t h e  
a i r c r a f t ?  

A. yes ,  sir, yes ,  s ir .  9 
LTC NOLL: You r e c a l l  any touch downs you might have t h i s  day? I Q 

CV 
m 

A. That day ,  s i r ,  w e  d i d  n o t  touch down a t  Taqk 
Force Barker on t h e  d a t e  of t h i s  t ransmiss ion .  Now, what 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e  was I d o n ' t  know. W e  had a touch down 
t h a t  day,  y e s ,  sir, 

MR WALSH: Do you remember i f  you were on your way from Duc 
Pho back up t o  Chu Lai?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  a s  I r e c a l l  w e  had been t o  Duc Pho and 
back on our  way t o  Chu L a i ,  

Q You remember whether you might p o s s i b l y  have de-
l i v e r e d  L ieu tenan t  General  DOLEFAN down a t  Duz Pho? 

That p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e ,  s i r ?  

Q - That p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

A. G e e ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: Se rgean t ,  do you know whether t h e r e  was eve r  a 
problem wi th  mari juana i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade o r  Task Force 
Barker? 
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A. You mean s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  Task Force Barker ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s ,  any more s o  than  any o t h e r  u n i t s  of t h e  d i v i -  
s i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 


Q *  How about t h e  d i v i s i o n  i t s e l f ?  


A. No more than  anybody e l s e ,  s i r ,  no problems. 

9. Any problems of  it being  used p r i o r  t o  o r  on t h e  
ope ra t ion?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. There w e r e  d i s c u s s i o n s  concerning o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  
t h e  s e n i o r  N C O ' s - - I ' m  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  l l t h  B r i -
gade and Task Force Barker.  Were t h e r e  e v e r  any d i s c u s s i o n s  
which a t tempted  t o  improve o p e r a t i o n s  from t h e i r  s t a n d p o i n t  
based on what they  observed,  whether t h e r e  was t o o  much re -
s t r a i n t  o r  n o t  enough r e s t r a i n t  on t h e  t roops?  

A. No, sir. 

Q *  The d i s c u s s i o n s  of o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  you had wi th  
t h e s e  s e n i o r  N C O ' s ,  what d i d  t h a t  t ake?  What w e r e  t h e  
comments? 

A. A r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  Task Force Barker s t u f f ,  
s i r ?  

Q - Task Force Barker and t h e  11 th  Brigade.  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n ,  sir ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  r e s t r a i n t  i n  any p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t .  

Q - No problem i n  o p e r a t i o n s ?  What w e r e  t h e  problems 
on o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  s e n i o r  N C O ' s  d i s c u s s e d ,  any? 

A. W e l l ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  t a c t i c s  of i t ,  no, s i r .  I ' d  
say--problems--there w e r e  l o t s  of problems of  i n d i v i d u a l  
s o l d i e r s  and t h i n g  of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
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b i g  d i scuss ion  about  any problems wi th in  t h e  l l t h  Brigade i n  
r e fe rence  t o  t h e  t a c t i c s  o r  anything of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  sir. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any b i g  d i scuss ion  about any problems wi th in  
t h e  l l t h  Brigade i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  t a c t i c s  o r  anything of 
t h i s  na tu re .  

Q- There was one o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  might f i x  t h i s  
c l o s e r  i n  your mind. Do you r e c a l l  General LIPSCOMB? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q General LIPSCOME3 turned  over  t h e  br igade t o  Colo-
n e l  HENDERSON on t h e  15th  of March. That would have been 
t h e  bay before  the opera t ion?  

A.  I t h i n k  w e  were down a t  t h e  change o f  command t h a t  
day, sir.  

Q. I d o n ' t  know whether t h e r e  was a change of  command 
ceremony o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  have a record  of it, but---

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k ,  s i r ,  Q 
because t h e r e  were s o  many changes. CV 

CV 
m 

Q- This  w a s  t h e  date-- the formal o r  t h e  o f f i c i a l ,  of  
t h e  change. Now, t h e  ceremony t h a t  l e d  i n t o  th is - -unless  
you can r e c a l l  when it was o r  t h e  exac t  d e t a i l s  on it--I 
d o n ' t  have it a v a i l a b l e  t o  me h e r e ,  but  I was t r y i n g  t o  f i x  
t h i s  i n  your mind a s  t o  t h e  time frame? 

A.  Well, as I say ,  s i r ,  a s  I s t a t e d ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  
was wi th in  t h a t  t ime frame around t h e  15th o r  16 th ,  b u t  t o  
p i n  p o i n t  it down, I c o u l d n ' t  e x a c t l y .  

Q Have you e v e r  heard any of t h e  t roops  o r  N C O ' s  
say anything about t h e  use of Nat ional  Po l i ce  i n  combat 
opera t ions ,  D i s t r i c t  P o l i c e ,  F i e l d  Force Po l i ce?  I ' m  
speaking p r i m a r i l y  of  Vietnamese. 

You mean on a j o i n t  ope ra t ion ,  s i r ?  

Q I mean accompany U . S .  f o rces  on o p e r a t i o n s ,  Have 
you heard of any Vietnamese P o l i c e ,  with U . S .  f o r c e s ,  m i s -
t r e a t i n g  Vietnamese noncombatants? 
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(No response.  ) 

a. Did you ever  have any c o n t a c t  wi th  e i t h e r  t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  o r  t h e  province headquarters?  Did General KOSTER go i n -
t~ t h e s e  headquarters  very o f t en?  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q - Were you acquainted with t h e  people i n  t h e s e  a reas?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  wi th in  t h e  province headquar ters .  

Q. Did General KOSTER' s a t t i t u d e  towards t h e s e  people 
seem t o  be l i a i s o n  o r  suppor t ,  command ah--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I would say more i n  suppor t ,  s i r ,  
than i n  command. 

Q. And h i s  s topping  i n  t h e r e  was normally a coor-
d i n a t i o n  th ing?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Were you e v e r  reques ted  t o  provide any support  t o  
t h e s e  type  u n i t s  i n  t h e  headquar ters ,  t o  a s s i s t  i n  support  
from any of t h e  N C O ' s ,  d i d  they ask f o r  anyth ing  from d iv i -
s ion?  

A .  Oh, no, sir.  

Q Do you know who worked i n  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  
o f f i c e  bes ide  Colonel PARSON and Major BEASLEY? 

A* You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  back i n  March, i n  t h i s  pe r iod ,
s i r ?  

Q. Yes, back i n  t h a t  t ime o r  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  O f f i c e r  wise you ' re  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  s i r ?  

Q. No, o f f i c e r s  o r  e n l i s t e d  men? 

A. Major BEASLEY and of course  Colonel PARSON and a 
couple of c l e r k s  t h e r e  and t h a t ' s  about it, sir .  

Q- Do you remember who they were? 
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A. W e l l ,  I 'm t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  sir, namewise--no, I 
c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you name, sir. Again i f  I h e a r d  them I would 
probably r e c o g n i z e  them, b u t  o f fhand  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. 
There  w a s  a S p e c i a l i s t  HERNDON. Now, he  a c t u a l l y  w a s  Gen-
eral  KOSTER's s t e n o ,  b u t  he  worked t h e r e  n e a r  t h e  c h i e f  o f  
s t a f f ,  

Q. S p e c i a l i s t  what? 

A. HERNDON, sir. H-E-R-N-D-0-N. 

Q What g rade?  

A. A t  that t i m e  a s p e c i a l i s t  f i v e ,  sir. 

LTC NOLL: I n  t h e  execu t ion  of your  o f f i c e  you s t a t e d  t h a t  
one of  your  p r imary  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i t h  General  KOSTER 
was knowing what t h e  t a l k  w a s  among t h e  e n l i s t e d  men? 

A. Among t h e  e n l i s t e d  men, y e s ,  sir. 

Q. A t  any t i m e  d i d  anybody e v e r  b r i n g  up--any o f  your  
f i r s t  s e r g e a n t s ,  any o f  your  command s e r g e a n t s  major  b r i n g  up 
perhaps  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  unnecessary k i l l i n g s ?  

A. Never, sir.  Never a one and t h i s  i s  beyond the--
even say  s e r g e a n t s  major and f i r s t  s e r g e a n t s .  Many t i m e s  
we've landed  a t  any given u n i t  o u t  t h e r e .  I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  
p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ,  people  i n  t h e  p l a toon  and e v e r y t h i n g  and 
it w a s  never  even mentioned t o  m e ,  s i r ,  never .  

Q Do you recal l  t h e  v i s i t i n g  of any e lements  o f  Task 
Force Barker ,  s a y  i n  l a t e  March, w e l l  a f t e r - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  s u r e  I w a s  t h e r e ,  y e s ,  sir.  I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t  I w a s .  

LTC NOLL: I d o n ' t  have anyth ing  f u r t h e r .  

COL WILSON: Before  w e  t e r m i n a t e  h e r e  I want t o  h o l d  you here 
u n t i l  I have had a chance t o  t a l k  t o  General  PEERS? Before  
w e  schedule  you back o u t ,  b e f o r e  we r e l e a s e  you. Do you have 
any f u r t h e r  t es t imony o r  any th ing  t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r ecogn iz ing  p o i n t s  t h a t  w e  are i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  i n q u i r i e s ?  

A. No, s ir .  
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Q. Sergean t  major ,  you a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  tes-
timony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance o f  
o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  you may be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a 
competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you a r e  sub- 
ject t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
c o u r t - m a r t i a l  case of  United S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y ,  your appear-  
ance  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and e f f e c t  o f  t h a t  
o r d e r .  You g o t  any q u e s t i o n s  on anyth ing?  

A. No, sir.  

COL WILSON: I t h i n k  w e ' l l  go on downs ta i r s  and I would l i k e  
f o r  t h e  s e r g e a n t  major t o  w a i t  down t h e r e  i n  t h a t  r e c e p t i o n  
room downs ta i r s .  Thank you very  ~nuch. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  
recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1526 hour s ,  21 January  
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1541 h o u r s ,  21 January 
1970. Only t h e  I0 and t h e  w i t n e s s  a r e  p r e s e n t . )  

I0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

(The w i t n e s s e s  was reminded t h a t  h e  w a s  s t i l l  under 
o a t h  and h e  t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

10: I know f o r  example, General  KOSTER came i n t o  LZ 
D o t t i e  a t  0930 and he  had a conve r sa t ion  w i t h  Colonel  HEN-
DERSON, who had come i n .  Colonel  HENDERSON had a couple  of  
p r i s o n e r s .  Do you remember anyth ing  about  t h a t ?  

(No response.  ) 

Q. And t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  jo sh ing  go ing  on which I 
might imagine say ing ,  " A l r i g h t  I would l i k e  t o  g e t  t h o s e  p r i -  
s o n e r s  i n t e r r o g a t e d  r i g h t  away t o  f i n d  o u t  who they  were and 
f i n d  o u t  what u n i t  t hey  belong t o , "  and I can  imagine what 
h e  s a i d .  

A. I can r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  an i n c i d e n t  a t  D o t t i e  where a 
p r i s o n e r  w a s  b rought  i n  w h i l e  w e  w e r e  t h e r e .  
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Q- Yes? 

A. But to say  it w a s  t h e  16 th  I c o u l d n ' t  say ,  sir. 
~tvery p o s s i b l y  was. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any of  t h e  conversa t ion  t h a t  went 
on about t h a t  t ime? 

A. NO,  s i r ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  s ir ,  it w a s  two o r  t h r e e  
p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  came i n  on t h e  chopper t h e r e .  I do know 
t h a t  they  were going t o  be i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  b u t  beyond t h a t  
I d i d n ' t  know what happened t o  them. 

Q - W e l l ,  i t  tu rned  o u t  t o  be s o r t  of  a joke between 
General KOSTER and Colonel HENDERSON. A t  t h a t  t i m e  they  were 
r e a l  anxious t o  get t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  i n t e r r o g a t e d .  When they  
d i d  f i n a l l y  i n t e r r o g a t e  them, some of  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  they  
found o u t  they  w e r e n ' t  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  they were PF's t h a t  had 
been captured by t h e  VC and were being h e l d  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  
So General KOSTER razzed him a b i t  I might say?  

A. I d o n p t  r e c a l l  it, sir.  It  could very w e l l  be ,  it 
may be t h e  day I ' m  th ink ing  o f ,  it may be. t h e  day, a d i f f e r e n t  
day with t h e  p r i s o n e r ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  p a r t i -
c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  

Q- Do you remember Colonel HENDERSON, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
t e l l i n g  General KOSTER anything about see ing  any dead c i v i -
l i a n s ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q I th ink  General KOSTER took o f f  on h i s  normal 
d u t i e s  and p l a c e s  and t h i n g  which I would understand,  he did-
n ' t  g e t  down i n  t h e  southern  a r e a  too  o f t e n  a s  it s tands?  

A. Not t o o  o f t e n ,  sir. 

Q. Am I c o r r e c t  i n  what I have heard t h a t  you had a 
br igade o r  s o  up nor th?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

9. And a s  a consequence General Koster and a l s o  t h e  
provisonal  corps was j u s t  g e t t i n g  organized about t h a t .  - t i m e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - So a s  a consequence General KOSTER had t o  spend 
more than an o rd ina ry  amount of time up t h e r e ?  
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A. I n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q. So it w a s  somewhat unusua l  f o r  him t o  be  i n  t h e  
sou the rn  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  he  was t h a t  day? 

A. W e l l ,  d i d n ' t  c o n s i d e r  it unusua l ,  s i r ,  b u t  a s  you 
s a y ,  s i r ,  w e  g e n e r a l l y  headed n o r t h  r a t h e r  t h a n  sou th  a t  any 
g iven  p e r i o d  o f  t ime.  

Q- Do you remember going i n t o  LZ Bronco i n  t h e  a f t e r -  
noon sometime a long  about ,  I would* s a y ,  maybe about  3 o ' c l o c k  
o r  s o  t o  p i c k  up General  DOLEMAN? 

A. No, 1 d o n ' t  s i r .  

Q. D o  you know General  DOLEMAN? 

NO, I d o n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q- W e l l ,  General  DOLEMAN i s  a g e n e r a l  about  your  s i z e ,  
probably wou ldn ' t  be  wearing a l o t  o f  g e a r  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  be-
cause ,  i f  you r e c a l l  and maybe you h e a r d  something of  t h i s  on 
t h e  a i r p l a n e ,  General  DOLEMAN had a c t u a l l y  r e t i r e d  from t h e  
Army. H e  had been r e t a i n e d  on a c t i v e  du ty  t o  do a s i g n a l  
s tudy  f o r  a l l  o f  South Vietnam- I know ear l ie r  t h a t  day he  
had been v i s i t i n g  me down i n  Nha Trang. I d i d n ' t  know where 
he  was go ing ,  b u t  he  d i d ,  e i t h e r  t h a t  day o r  t h e  n e x t  day come -
on up n o r t h  t o  your  a r e a .  H e  s topped  a t  Bronco and t h e r e  Gen- 
e ra l  KOSTER e v i d e n t l y  p icked  him up and d e p a r t i n g  from t h e r e  
about  1530 i n  t h e  a f te rnoon .  The n e x t  t i m e  I f i n d  General  
KOSTER i s  a t  LZ D o t t i e  where he  was a t  a b o u t  1630 and s t a y e d  
t h e r e  f o r  about  h a l f  an hour  a t  which t i m e  t hey  were b r i e f e d  
about  Task Force  Barker.  

A. I n  a l l  hones ty ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember t h i s  g e n e r a l .  
I d o n ' t  remember him a t  a l l ,  sir. 

9. Yes, w e l l ,  he was t h e r e .  I ' m  sure h e  w a s  t h e r e ,  
because a l l  t h e  ev idence  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t .  Now he may n o t  
have i n  f a c t  r i d d e n  up on t h e  a i r p l a n e  w i t h  you. H e  may have 
gone w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON, conceivably? 

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  might have been because  a s  I t h i n k  
i n  my own mind I would know i f  he  was on t h e  s h i p  w i t h  u s ,  
sir.  
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Q - But I t h i n k  you w e r e  a l l  back t o g e t h e r  again la ter  
a t  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  could  be,  sir. 

(MR WALSH and COL WILSON en te red  t h e  hear ing . )  

Q. W e l l ,  you n e c e s s a r i l y ,  I know your p o s i t i o n  as a 
command s e r g e a n t  major,  because whenever I could I took my 
command s e r g e a n t  major  wi th  me, although i n  broad terms you 
know what 's  going on you d o n ' t  know a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  u n l e s s  
I were t o  t e l l  you o r  ask you t o  check i n t o  something. Now 
when you w e r e  on t h e  a i r p l a n e  t h a t  a f te rnoon i n  t h e  t i m e  
frame of about 3 :30 t o  4 o ' c lock ,  d i d  you h e a r  t h a t  r a d i o  
t ransmiss ion  t h a t  went on between General KOSTER and Task 
Force Barker headquar ters  wi th  Captain MEDINA? 

A. S i r ,  I heard  a t ransmiss ion ,  I assumed it was 
Task Force Barker, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  Captain MEDINA by name, 
sir. 

Q - W e l l ,  you wouldn't  hea r  t h e  name. What d i d  MEDINA 
go by? 

COL WILSON: Coyote Char l i e  6 .  

A. I do r e c a l l  a t ransmiss ion ,  sir.  A s  t o  who t h e  
commander w a s  a t  t h a t  time-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Well, j u s t  t e l l  m e  what you th ink  
you heard between, what d i d  Task Force Barker say  t o  Coyote 
3 ,  say t o  Coyote C h a r l i e  6? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  s i r ,  and from what I can remember t h a t  
I heard on t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day and I assumed t h a t  
was t h e  16 th ,  I ' m  n o t  even s u r e  of t h a t ,  t h e r e  was a t ransmis-
s i o n ,  s i r ,  i n  r e fe rence  t o  a body count t h a t  w a s  mentioned of 
c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d .  There was mentioned t o  g e t  t h e  count  
of men, women, and c h i l d r e n ,  t h e r e  was some t ransmiss ion  
t h e r e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  e v i d e n t l y  when they were t o  g e t  t h i s  body 
count of men, women, and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  they were t o  d e t e m i n c  
as  t o  how they  were k i l l e d .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was a 
t ransmiss ion  on t h e r e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  "How i n  t h e  hc3.': 
do you determine how they  were k i l l e d  when they  blown ap. .>;t ,"  
o r  words t o  t h e  e f f e c t .  
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Q e  I unders tand .  

A. And a t  t h a t  t i m e  I was j u s t  assuming, s i r ,  t h e  
way I i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s ,  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t r ansmis s ion  a t  
t h a t  t ime t h a t ' s  p o s s i b l y  t h e y  were still under mall 
arms f i r e  down t h e r e  and t o  me, I know General  KOSTER 
d i d  g e t  on t h e  r a d i o  a t  t h a t  t i m e  and t o  t h &  b e s t  o f  
my memory, s i r ,  h e  c o n t r a d i c t e d  t h i s  o r d e r  of  g i v i n g  
a p a r t i c u l a r  body count  i n  making a de t e rmina t ion  as t o  
how they  were k i l l e d  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  moment. T h a t ' s  
about  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  it, sir ,  a s  I can r e c a l l .  

Q W e l l ,  was t h e r e  any r e f e r e n c e  t h e r e  t o  t h e  
e f f e c t ,  " I  d o n ' t  want t h i s  o u t f i t  t h i s  l a t e  i n  t h e  
day' back i n t o  t h e  m i n e f i e l d s  and through t h a t  b u s i n e s s ? "  

A. I t  may have been,  s i r ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k .  
I t ' s  been s o  long  ago and a t  t h e  t i m e  it d i d n ' t  mean 

- any th ing  t o  m e  r e a l l y .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  might o r  was some 
mentioning o f  him n o t  want ing them t o  go back a t  t h a t  
t i m e  o f  day ,  s ir .  Now whether o r  not t h e r e  were 
m i n e f i e l d s ,  I can 't r e c a l l ,  

Q What d i d  t h e y  see about  t h i s  t i m e  of  day ,  
do you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  s i r ,  i t ' s  j u s t  something about  t h i s  
t ime o f  t h e  day and h e  d i d n ' t  want them t o  go back i n  
t h e r e .  

Q The s e c t o r  was 2 o r  3 c l i c k s ?  

A .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was something mentioned about  
d i s t a n c e .  

Q. W a s  t h e r e  any thought  about  g e t t i n g  back i n  
doing t h i s  and t h e n  g e t t i n g  back i n  t h i s  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  f o r  
n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s ,  i t  ' s a lmos t  imposs ib le?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  i t w a s -

Q* Did you h e a r  anyth ing  say  abou t ,  "I want you 
t o  make s u r e  t h i s  word i s  passed  on t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  
commander? 
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A. I don 't r e c a l l  t h o s e  words, sir. 

Q - What was t h e  c a l l  s i g n  f o r  t h e  br igade  commander? 

COL WILSON: Saber  6. 

I0: General KOSTER's ca l l  s i g n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a t  t h a t  
time w a s  Saber 6? 

A, Saber 6 ,  sir. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any mention about j u s t  hold  it up 
now and go i n  la ter ,  b u t  d o n ' t  go i n  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  sir,  as I 
r e c a l l e d  it t h e  g e n e r a l  d i d n ' t  want them t o  go i n  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  moment, sir. 

Q - Did you h e a r  anything about ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
be s u r e  and pass  t h i s  word on t h e  Rawhide o r  Rawhide 6? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, sir. 

Q. When you were hear ing  t h i s  conversat ion was t h e r e  
a l o t  of argumentation a g a i n s t  going back i n  on t h e  p a r t  
of Coyote Char l i e  6 ,  say ing ,  "We t a l k e d  about it, i t ' s  
a long way back t h e r e , "  and t h i s ,  t h a t  and t h e  o t h e r ?  

A.  I wouldn ' t  say a l o t  of argumentation, sir.  I t  
sounded l i k e  he  wasn ' t  t o o  happy about making t h i s  body 
count a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  moment. That was t h e  impression 
I g o t ,  sir.  

Q. You have a degree of r a p p o r t ,  Sergeapt  Major 
ROGERS, with t h e  noncoms around t h e  d i v i s i o n  and I ' m  
su re  t h a t  General KOSTER asked you t o  keep a v i s i o n  t o  
f i n d  out  i f  t h e r e  were any rumors i n  t h e  p lace?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q. Did you ever  hear  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  one of t h e  aero-scout  p i l o t s  had repor ted  something? 

A. Never, s i r ,  and I was down -- as  a mat ter  of 
f a c t ,  s i r ,  many t imes  down a t  t h e  123d a rea  and I never 
heard a word of it. 
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&. Do you know Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON? 

A. I h a t e  t o  say ,  sir--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  There i s  no p a r t i c u l a r  reason 
why you shouldn t f rankly?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name, s i r ,  I might know 
him. I knew q u i e t  a few of t h e  p i l o t s  down t h e r e  and I 
d i d  v i s i t  t h e  123d q u i t e  f r equen t ly .  

Q- Did you know Major WATKE? 

A. Major whom, s i r ?  

9. Maj o r  WATKE? 

A. The name doesn ' t  r i n g  a b e l l  with m e .  

Q. Who was t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t?  

A. You mean t h e  se rgean t  major? W e l l ,  a t  t h a t  
time they had a f i r s t  s e rgean t  down t h e r e  f i l l i n g  t h e  
s l o t  a s  a se rgean t  major. 

9- W e l l ,  i n  t h e  company i n s t e a d  of the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I n  which company, t h e  a e r o  
scou t s  s i r ?  

Q- I n  t h e  aero-scouts? 

A. I n  t h e  aero-scouts  sir ,  I know h i s  name i f  
I could t h i n k  of it. 

Q. You s e e  he re  i s  a dilemma t h a t  w e  a r e  p u t  i n ,  
Sergeant  Major ROGERS. W e  know t h a t  t h i s  was genera l  
knowledge i n  t h e  aero-scout company, l a t e r  B Company 
123d. We know i t ' s  p r e t t y  much genera l  knowledge i n '  
Alpha Company. Not only t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  b u t  p r a c t i c a l l y  
a l l  t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel ,  t h e r e  were l o t s  of wi ld  
rumors being spread around i n  add i t ion .  

A. Honestly,  sir-- I ' m  j u s t  s u r p r i s e d ,  s ir .  
I d i d n ' t  know about t h i s  on t h e  e n l i s t e d  s i d e .  

Q- Well, t h i s  is  why I ' m  ask ing ,  who i n  your 
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judgement would have a good grasp  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ?  W e  
know f o r  example, t h a t  it was bandied around i n  t h e  ba r s  
and s o  on. We a l s o  know a t  one time t h e  men had t o  be 
qu ie ted  down about  t a l k i n g  and t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  
was being i n v e s t i g a t e d .  So we know a g r e a t  d e a l  of  t h e  
s t o r y ,  and i t ' s  n o t  t h a t  we d o n ' t  know it, b u t  I ' m  
wondering why t h i s  t h i n g  d i d n ' t  g e t  o u t  of Bravo 
Company and Alpha Company and t h e  123d? 

A. W e l l ,  hones t ly ,  General ,  I c a n ' t  s ay ,  because 
one of t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t s  t h a t  l a t e r  got  k i l l e d  was 
an outs tanding  i n f a n t r y  s o l d i e r ?  

Q .  H e  g o t  k i l l e d  you say? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. He was t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t  down i n  
t h e  123d, yes ,  sir. H e  had t h e  headquarters  down t h e r e .  

Q .  Do w e  have a r o s t e r  of headquarters  company? 

COL WILSON: W e  may have, sir. 

A. I j u s t  b r i n g  t h i s  o u t ,  s ir ,  t h a t  I had a 
very c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with him. We a r r i v e d  i n  country,  
a s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  t h e  same time--been over t h e r e  wi th  
t h e  Big Red 1 before .  On many occasions I had an 
oppor tuni ty  t o  t a l k  t o  h i m  down t h e r e  and I heard 
i r o n i c a l l y ,  s i r ,  a l o t  of rumor on t h e  e n l i s t e d  s i d e  of  
t h e  fence i n  t h e  123d, b u t  nothing i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  
My Lai  s i t u a t i o n .  I am j u s t  t a l k i n g  about t h e i r  own 
personal  problems. 

Q a W e l l ,  t h e s e  people were unhappy. They were 
unhappy because they  knew what was going on around and 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  was claiming f o r  t h e  br igade  a n d ' f o r  .the t a s k  
f o r c e  a body count t h a t  they knew was.nlt c o r r e c t .  So 
when someone would come down and t e l l  something l i k e  t h i s  
they almost hoop and h o l l e r .  I mean t h i s  i s  t h e  kind 
of s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  we run i n t o ,  why t h i s  d o e s n ' t  g e t  o u t  
of t h e r e  it j u s t  d e f i e s  b e l i e f ?  

A.  W e l l ,  it does t o  me, s i r ,  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t o  t h e  
e n l i s t e d  channels,  how a l l  t h i s  being s a i d  down t h e r e  with-
o u t  me hear ing  about it. 

Q I a l s o  heard t h a t  it was wel l  known among 
t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters?  
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A. No, sir. 

8 .  W e l l ,  I was t o l d  t h i s  t o  t h e  deg ree  where it w a s  
a t o p i c a l  conve r sa t ion  by people  on t h e  streets and i n  t h e  
messha l l s ,  it became s o  loud t h a t  t hey  cou ld  h e a r  i t  i n  t h e  
staff o f f i c e ' s  mess? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I would d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s ,  because I 
ate i n  t h a t  messha l l  every  day. I a s s u r e  you s i r ,  t h e r e  was 
no th ing  s a i d  i n  t h a t  messha l l  when I w a s  i n  t h e r e .  The ser-
gean t s  major f o r  example, t h e  G2, t h e  G 3 ,  and a l l  t h e s e  s t a f f  
people  up t h e r e ,  as a m a t t e r  of f a c t  w e  l i v e d  r i g h t  t h e r e .  
I f  a l l  t h i s  was be ing  passed  around by words,  i t ' s  unbel iev-
a b l e  t o  me  t h a t  I wouldn ' t  h e a r  it, s i r .  

Q. Does E-7 Sidney M. CHEEK mean anyth ing?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he was--yes, s i r ,  I know him. 

Q. Is he  s t i l l  a l i v e ?  

A. To iny knowledge he  is ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q W e l l ,  we 'd  b e t t e r  p l a n  on g e t t i n g  him. Did he 
e v e r  t a l k  t o  t h e  chap la in?  Did he t a l k e d  t o  you? 

A. Oh, y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Did he e v e r  t e l l  you what t h e y  heard?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did h e  e v e r  t e l l  you about--you knew Chaplain  
LEWIS f o r  example? 

A. I knew him very  w e l l .  

Q. D i d  he  e v e r  ask you i f  you h e a r d  any th ing  about  
something happening down t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir.  A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t  I had a very  c l o s e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Chaplain LEWIS, s i r ,  when we had any type  
of  problems on t h e  e n l i s t e d  s i d e  of t h e  f e n c e ,  when Chaplain  
LEWIS came down I was t h e  f i r s t  one t h a t  h e  would come t o  see. 

MR WALSH: Se rgean t  major,  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  you ove r  
heard  between Task Force Barker  and t h e  ground element  o r  t h e  
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u n i t  i n  Task Force  Barker  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  g e t t i n g  a coun t  
o f  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  do you r e c a l l  whether t h e r e  w a s  any d i s -  
cus s ion  about  t h e  t e r m s  o r  t h e  t i m e  r e q u i r e d  t o  do t h i s ,  
whether  t h e r e  w a s  a l i f t  o u t  o f  t r o o p s  l a i d  on f o r  a cer-
t a i n  p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  t h a t  t hey  wouldn' t have t i m e  t o  g e t  
back t o  make i t ?  

A. N o ,  I do  no t .  

10: W e l l ,  I a m  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  a f t e rnoon  h e r e ,  Ser-
-geant Major ROGERS, w e  have probably t o l d  you some t h i n g s ,  
t h a t  you might n o t  have even known b e f o r e ,  b u t  i f  th .ese  
t h i n g s  a long  what you have s t o r e d  back h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
t h e  back o f  t h e  w i t n e s s ' s  h e a d ) ,  b u t  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  
you back 22  months and I hope nobody e v e r  ask  me what I 
d i d  22  months ago. 

A. I t ' s  h a r d  t o  do,  sir. 

Q. I t h i n k  i t ' s  remarkable  t h a t  you remembered as 
much as you d i d  abou t  t h a t  conve r sa t ion  which w a s  on t h e  
r a d i o ,  because g e n e r a l l y  i n  g e n e r a l  t e r m s  t h a t ' s  about  
t h e  way w e  unders tand  it. 

A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  t h e  reason  I - - t ha t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
t r ansmis s ion  s t u c k  i n  my mind, a s  I mentioned, s i r ,  I w a s  
w i th  General  KOSTER every  day and I can on ly  t h i n k  o f  may- 
be  two i n s t a n c e s  when h e  w a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, s ir ,  
and I was t h e  s e r g e a n t  major ,  t h a t  he  e v e r  g o t  on t h e  r a d i o  
i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  ground a c t i o n  and t h a t  was one o f  them. 

Q - And t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  t h e  reason  I asked y.ou one 
q u e s t i o n ,  Se rgean t  Major ROGERS, whether he  s a i d  anyth ing  about  
making s u r e  now t h a t  you pas s  t h i s  word on ,  what I ' v e  done 
t o  Rawhide 6? 

A. No, h o n e s t l y ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  s ay .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  okay, t h a t ' s  a l l  I want, I ' m  n o t  pu t -  
t i n g  words i n  your  mouth a t  a l l ,  b u t  i f  you do remember any- 
t h i n g  and some o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  might come t o  l i f e ,  i f  you 
do remember any th ing  I would ask you t o  p l e a s e  g e t  i n  touch 
w i t h  u s ,  g ive  us any th ing  t h a t  you might have heard .  You 
might have hea rd  something t h a t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  a t  t h a t  moment, 
d i d n ' t  seem t o  amount t o  a t i n k e r ' s  damn a t  d i v i s i o n  head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  b u t  it might t i e  i n t o  t h i s  a s  you now r e c o l l e c t  
it. So, i f  you do  remember any of t h o s e  t h i n g s  p l e a s e  get 
i n  touch wi th  us s o  w e  can make t h i s  a ma t t e r  of r e c o r d .  A1 -
so ,  if you have any maps o r  photos ,  memos, o r  any th ing  h a t  
would b e a r  upon t h i s  we'd l i k e  t o  have t h o s e  t oo .  
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A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

10: This  hear ing  i s  recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1 6 0 3  hours ,  21 January 
1970.) 

(The hearing reconvened a t  0930 hours ,  7 February 
1970. ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, and MAJ LYNN.  

S i r ,  t h e  hear ing  r e c a l l s  Command Sergeant  Major 
James D.  ROGERS. (CSM ROGERS was r e c a l l e d  and t e s t i f i e d  
a s  fo l lows: )  

Sergeant Major ROGERS, I remind you t h a t  you re-
main under oa th  before  t h i s  hear ing .  

10: Sergeant  Major ROGERS, we a r e  very s o r r y  t o  have 
t o  c a l l  you back i n  aga in ,  b u t  we d id  have one p o i n t  we f e l t  
t h a t  you might know something about from what w e  have heard 
from o t h e r  wi tnesses ,  and we thought it would be worthwhile 
t o  have you come i n  and t a l k  with us .  

We a r e  concerned with what happened t o  General 
KOSTER's personal  papers when he departed i n  June. I be-
l i e v e  it was on 3 June 1968. The i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  pos-
s i b l y  you handled them. 

A .  No, sir. I d i d  come back t o  t h e  S t a t e s  wi th  General 
KOSTER on t h a t  day. No, s i r ,  I never  had no papers of General 
KOSTER's none whatsoever. 

Q. H e  had some personal  papers i n  h i s  s a f e  t h e r e  t h a t  
he  kep t  with HERRIS? 

A. ' Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And I understand he a l s o  had a f o l d e r  t h a t  was i n  
t h e  s a f e  wi th  t h e  SGS. 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  he may have had t h i s .  I never 
s a w  them, sir. 

31 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-200 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q .  Who ar ranged f o r  t h e  shipment of  a l l  o f  his--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H i s  a i d e  I assume, sir. E i t h e r  the 
a i d e  o r  t h e  SGS, sir. 

a- How much n o t i f i c a t i o n  had General KOSTER had o f  
h i s  appointment as t h e  super in tendent?  

A.  Very s h o r t ,  sir.  I wouldn ' t  p i n  it r i g h t  down 
t o  t h e  day, b u t  j u s t  e s t ima t ing ,  I would say j u s t  4 o r  5 
days. I know it was a very s h o r t  n o t i c e ,  very s h o r t .  

Q Did you pick up any paper f o r  him from Colonel 
PARSON? Did he c a r r y  a b r i e f c a s e  wi th  him, f o r  example? 

A. I t h i n k  he  d i d ,  s ir .  I d i d  no t  p ick  any 
papers  up f o r  him, bu t  a s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  Colonel PARSON 
accompained us  from Chu La i  down south  t o  where w e  g o t  
aboard t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k ;  I 
wouldn't  even s w e a r  t o  t h a t .  I do th ink  t h e  genera l  
had a b r i e f c a s e .  

Q. Where d i d  you d e p a r t  from, Cam Ranh? 

A. No, s i r ,  Tan Son Nhut. A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  
we weren ' t  l a t e ,  b u t  t h e  plane had been moved up,  and 
we g o t  r i g h t  o u t  of our  s h i p  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  t e rmina l  
and wasn ' t  t h e r e  PO o r  15 minutes and we were gone. 

Q .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything t h a t  you had t o  
do with --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I had no paperwork. I f  any-
t h i n g  a t  a l l ,  s i r  he may have handed it t o  me t h e r e  i n  
the  t e rmina l ,  h i s  t i c k e t  t o  board t h e  plane.  A s  f a r  
a s  any b r i e f c a s e  --
a ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  th inking  on what arrange-
ment you might have had f o r  s e t t l i n g  t h e s e  papers .  

A. No, sir. I d l d n it handle t h a t  a t  a l l ,  sir.  

Q - Who do you suppose would have handled i t ?  
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A.  I would assume h i s  a ide .  I say t h i s ,  s i r ,  
because some of h i s  personal  i tems t h a t  was be ing  
packed up and everything.  I know t h a t  h i s  a i d e  was 
handl ing t h a t ,  and I j u s t  assumed t h a t  he w a s  probably 
handl ing h i s  papers  too ,  s ir .  

Q- W e l l ,  a couple of o t h e r  ques t ions .  What 
w a s  t h e  name of t h e  young chap who was General 
YOUNG'S e n l i s t e d  a ide?  

A. General YOUNG, s i r ?  

Q. Evident ly ,  t h i s  man d i d  everyth ing  f o r  
him, inc lud ing  doing h i s  work up i n  h i s  house. He 
a l s o  was i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  and he flew with him i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  and d i d  p r a c t i c a l l y  everyth ing  f o r  him, 
I ' m  under t h e  impression t h a t  General YOUNG d i d n ' t  
u t i l i z e  an o f f i c e r  a ide .  

A. No, s ir ,  General YOUNG had an o f f i c e r  a ide .  
A s  f a r  a s  t h e  e n l i s t e d  a ide  he had down t h e r e  I can 't 
r e c a l l  h i s  name. I f  I heard i t ,  I would probably 
recognize it b u t  r i g h t  offhand,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name 
I f  I saw a l i s t  of t h e  names of those  people ,  I would 
probably recognize it. A s  I r e c a l l ,  General YOUNG had 
an o f f i c e r  a ide .  There may have been a  p e r i o d  i n  
t h e r e  t h a t  he might have been wi thout  an a i d e ,  b u t  I ' m  
s u r e  he had an o f f i c e r  a ide ,  s ir .  

Q e  
 Well, we know t h a t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  t h a t  Spe- 
c i a l i s t  HILL, who worked f o r  Colonel PARSON, d i d  some 
work for--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, s i r ,  he did.  A s  I 
r e c a l l ,  HILL s a t  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  of Colonel PARSON'S 
o f f i c e ,  and General YOUNG was r i g h t  across  t h e  h a l l .  
I was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  th ink .  I ' m  speaking of e n l i s t e d  
personnel ,  sir. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

Q. What was Sergeant  R I T C H I E ' s  f u l l  name? 

A. Sergeant  whom, s i r ?  

Q. RITCHIE? 

A. I d o n ' t  --
9- ( In te rpos ing)  He was t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO 
a s  you go i n  t h e  door r i g h t  next  t o  t h e  SGS. 
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A. D e f i n i t e l y ,  sir. 

a. Do you remember going wi th  General KOSTER 
i n t o  Quang Ngai C i t y  and v i s i t i n g  both General TOAN, 
probably then  Colonel TOAN, and Colonel KHIEN? 

A. You mean dur ing  this p a r t i c u l a r - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, n o t  then. I t 's  a sep-
a r a t e  s u b j e c t  e n t i r e l y .  

A. Oh, I had been down t h e r e .  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  
t o  th ink  i f  it w a s  du r ing  t h e  t i m e  of General KOSTER1s 
command. Y e s ,  sir, I w a s  t h e r e .  

Q - Do you remember about t h e  t i m e  t h a t  it took 
p lace?  I 'm s u r e  you probably went i n  more than  once.. 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. Tha t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink .  
I have been i n  there q u i t e  a few t imes down t h e r e .  No, 
hones t ly  I c o u l d n ' t  g ive  a t ime element. 

Q - Do you have t h e  t i m e  when you may have gone 
i n  t o  d i s c u s s  some VC propaganda o r  a r e p o r t  from a 
v i l l a g e  c h i e f  o r  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  one. The genera l  
may have d iscussed  it wi th  him down t h e r e ,  b u t  n o t  i n  
my presence,  sir. 

Q Do you mean on probably t h e  same t r i p ,  going 
i n  and t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  Colonel KHIEN? 

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I was i n  t h e r e ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  it, being  i n  t h e r e  a t  t h e  d i scuss ion .  I may 
have been, b u t  I don" r e c a l l  it. 

Q Did M r .  MAY, who i s  t h e  province s e n i o r  
advisor ,  o r  Colonel G U I N N  v i s i t  t h e  headquar ters  up a t  
Chu Lai  very o f t e n ?  

A. Not t o  m y  knowledge no,  sire I remember 
see ing  them down t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  see ing  
them up a t  our headquar ters .  They may have been t h e r e ,  
s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  them. 

I0 : W e l l ,  we thank you f o r  coming i n .  I would J.i.ke 
t o  again remind you t h a t  you a r e  caut ioned n o t  t o  ta l i ;  about  
your testimony wi th  o t h e r s .  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0944  hours ,  7 F e b r u a r y  
1970 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: SAFERSTEIN, Thornton S. MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 30 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: A s s i s t a n t  In spec to r  General ,  15 August 
1968 u n t i l  2 August 1969, Americal Divis ion,  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

SAFERSTEIN joined t h e  Americal Divis ion i n  August 
of 1968 (pg. 1 4 )  . H e  heard nothing concerning t h e  
unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  women and ch i ld ren  by Task Force 
Barker i n  March of  1968 (pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  heard nothing about 
an a v i a t o r ' s  r e p o r t  (pg. 1 4 )  . He d i d  n o t  know t h a t  a  
chaplain  was checking i n t o  t h e  i nd i sc r imina t e  k i l l i n g  o f  
women and ch i ld ren  (pg. 1 4 ) .  He never heard anything which 
caused him t o  be susp ic ious  t h a t  something unusual had 
occurred i n  t h e  Son My area  (pg. 1 4 )  . 
2 .  I G  SEARCH FOR RECORDS OF THE I N C I D E N T  I N  1969. 

a .  I n i t i a t i o n  of  t h e  search.  

I n  t h e  sp r ing  of  1969 t h e  Americal Divison 's  
i n spec to r  genera l ,  Lieutenant  Colonel E l i  HOWARD, received 
a  message from t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  USARV i n s p e c t o r  gene ra l  
t h a t  they had received a garb led  message from DA o r  JCS 
reques t ing  informat ion about Task Force Barker (pgs. 2 ,  3 ) .  
The Americal I G  o f f i c e  went t o  t h e  DTOC and found some 
records  o r  r e f e rences  t o  Task Force Barker (pgs. 3 ,  4 ) .  A t  
t h i s  t i m e  they d i d  no more than determine t h a t  t h e r e  had 
been a Ta,sk Force Barker (pg. 4 )  . A Colonel WHITAKER came 
from t h e  USARV Inspec tor  General ' s  o f f i c e  on t h e  matter 
and they at tempted to  l o c a t e  persons who had been i n  
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Task Force Barker (pgs. 4 1  5 ) .  The AG, G 1  and,G3 looked f o r  
combat a f t e r  ac t ion  r e p o r t s  (pg. 5) . '  SAFERSTEIN was cer ta i .n  
t h a t  the  11 th  Brigade f i l e s  were checked, b u t  he d i d  no t  
know by whom th i . s  was done (pgs. 5 ,  6 )  . 

b. Document found in HENDERSON'S: s a f e .  

A f t e r  WHITAKER l e f t  they discovered a let ter  from 
Colonel HENDERSON r e l a t i v e  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 6 ) .  
They had go t t en  word from MACV o r  USARV t h a t  t h e r e  was 
such a r e p o r t  (pg. 8 ) .  This w a s  a carbon copy o f  a r e p o r t ,  
but  he was no t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  it was a t r u e  copy of  t h e  
r epo r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs. 7 ,  8) . He thought it was 
found i n  a s a f e  (pg. 11). While t h e  carbon copy of  
HENDERSON'S 24 Apr i l  1968 r e p o r t  appeared t o  be t h e  same 
type r e p o r t  he saw, he  d i d  no t  be l i eve  it w a s  t h e  document 
he read (pgs. 9 ,  1 0 ) .  This was because t h e  form was 
d i f f e r e n t  (pg. 1 0 ) .  SAFERSTEIN was c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  
he saw was i n  Chu La i  and no t  Duc Pho (pg. 1 0 ) .  He d i d  no t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  document was c l a s s i f i e d  (pg. 11). When t h e  
r epo r t  was found t h e  i nc losu re s  were a t t ached  t o  it 
(pgs. 1 2 ,  13) . A search  w a s  made f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a f t e r  
the  carbon copy was found (pgs. 15 ,  16) . H e  d i d  no t  know 
the  r e s u l t  of t h e  search  (pg. 1 6 ) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

He has had no conversat ions  wi th  anyone concerning 
what may have happened a t  My Lai o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  
followed s i n c e  t h e  mat te r  came t o  pub l i c  a t t e n t i o n  (pg. 2 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1155 hour s ,  30 January 
1970.) 


I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Major Thorton SAFERSTEIN. 

(MAJ SAFERSTEIN w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows: )  

Major SAFERSTEIN, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  would you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, org,ani- 
z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Thornton Samuel SAFERSTEIN, Major, Uni ted S t a t e s  
Army, General  S t a f f .  My o r g a n i z a t i o n  is  U.S. Army Advanced 
B a l l i s t i c  Mis s l e  Defense Agency, OCRD, Department o f  t h e  Army. 
My S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number i s  

10: Major SAFERSTEIN, have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  E x h i b i t  M-57? 

A. I have ,  sir.  

Q. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  concern ing  them? 

A. None whatsoever ,  sir. 

Q. On my r i g h t  h e r e  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG who has  
been d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  as an 
a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  myself h e  
may a l s o  d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  morning. W e  have 
o t h e r  groups comparable t o  t h i s  who a r e  r e c e i v i n g  tes t imony 
from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Of cou r se ,  it w i l l  b e  my t a s k  t o  
assemble t h e  r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh t h e  ev idence ,  and t o  de te rmine  
t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. Do you have any f u r t h e r  
q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I have n o t ,  sir.  

I 0 : W e ' l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  b reak .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1158 h o u r s ,  30 January  
1970.)  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1159 hour s ,  30 January  
1970.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: . ~ l lp e r s o n s  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are 
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

I0 : Major SAFERSTEIN, would you i n d i c a t e  your  d u t y  
ass ignment  w i t h  t h e  A r n e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n ,  when you j o i n e d  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  any change o f  assignment you may have had,  and when 
you t e rmina t ed  your s e r v i c e  w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I w a s  a s s igned  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion .  
I d e p a r t e d  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  11 August 1968 and w a s  a s s i g n e d  
t o  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  as an a s s i s t a n t  i n s p e c t o r  
g e n e r a l  on 1 5  August 1968. I remained i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  as 
a s s i s t a n t  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  u n t i l  my d e p a r t u r e  on 2 August 
1969,  less 2 days .  Two days la te r  I w a s  a s s igned  t o  t h e  HAWK 
b a t t a l i o n  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s .  

Q. The so c a l l e d  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968 be-
came a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge about  4 o r  5 months ago. 
S ince  t h a t  t ime have  you had any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  anybody 
from t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion  concern ing  what t h e  i n c i d e n t  may 
have been,  concern ing  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  such an i n c i d e n t  or  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  such an i n c i d e n t ?  

A. To my knowledge, no, s i r .  I d o n ' t  recal l  d i s c u s s -
i n g  it. C e r t a i n l y  i t ' s  been d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  and so-
c i a l l y .  The f a c t  t h a t  I was i n  t h e  America1 Dkvision is  w e l l  
known. 

Q W e l l ,  you i n d i c a t e d  you a r r i v e d  ov3rseas  i n  August
1968? 

A. I d i d ,  sir. 

Q This  would be  roughly 5 months a f t e r  t h e  even t .  
When you w e r e  i n  t h e  o f f j c e  of t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  was t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  o f  Task Force  Barker  i n t o  Quang Ngai i n  an opera-
t i o n  known as Muscat ine  e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it w a s .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1969 w e  I-<;-
ce ived  by t e l ephone  ,from t h e  USAR'J i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ,  .I 

(SAFERSTEIN) 2 APP T-279 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


b e l i e v e  it was, e i t h e r  t h e  USARV o r  t h e  MACV i n s p e c t o r  genera l ,  
t h a t  they  had received some s o r t  of a garb led  message from 
Department of t h e  Army o r  J o i n t  Chiefs of S t a f f ,  one of  t h e  
two. I never saw t h e  telegram. I t  had i n  i t  Task Force 
Barker. They wanted t o  know i f  we could i d e n t i f y  some u n i t  
and it came o u t  wi th  something l i k e  1st B a t t a l i o n ,  70th In f -  
a n t r y ,  a s  I r e c a l l .  The c l o s e s t  t h i n g  we had was 1 / 2 0  i n  t h e  
Americal. So we repor ted  t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  know anything about  
Task Force Barker a t  t h e  t ime,  b u t  they  wanted us t o  t r y  t o  
ga the r  a l l  t h e  information we could about Task Force Barker,  
s t i l l  n o t  knowing what it was a l l  about.  The i n s p e c t o r  gene- 
r a l  a t  t h e  t ime,  who I b e l i e v e  was t h e  l a t e  Lieutenant  Colonel 
E l i  HOWARD, go t  a l i t t l e  b i t  more i n s i g h t  i n t o  it. 

Q- Did HOWARD rep lace  SWAIN? 

A. He replaced Lieutenant  Colonel Car ro l  SWAIN, y e s ,  
sir .  

Q g  
 A s  t h e  IG? 

A. A s  t h e  I G .  And a t  any r a t e  w e  went over  and t r i e d - -  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Went over  t o  where? 

A. To t h e  opera t ions  c e n t e r ,  t o  t h e  DTOC t o  s e e  i f  w e  
could f i n d  out  information on Task Force Barker ,  what u n i t s  
were i n  t h e r e .  I c a l l e d  around t o  f i n d  o u t  what u n i t s  were 
i n  t h e r e .  We did  d iscover  t h a t  it was: t h r e e  u n i t s .  I t h i n k  
t h e r e  was an Alpha, Bravo, Char l i e  Company from each one of  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n s ,  l e s s  4 / 2 1 ,  which I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  had anything 
i n  it. 

Q - A/3/1, B/4/3, and C/1/20. 

A. I ' m  s u r e  you ' re  b e t t e r  aware of it.  

Q. I ' m  reading it r i g h t  o f f  t h e  map i n  back of you. 

A. B e  t h a t  a s  i t  may, I gathered t h a t  information and-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Now what informat ion  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
d i d  you ga the r?  

A. J u s t  t h e  f a c t  of who was t h e r e  and whether t h e r e  
was d a i l y  s t a f f  r e p o r t s  o r  opera t ions  r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  journals  
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w i th  regard t o  Task Force Barker. I i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e  some records  or some re fe rences  t o  Task Force Barker. 
A t  t h a t  p o i n t  t h a t  was a l l  I had t o  do w a s  j u s t  
k ind  of ga ther ing  informat ion .  

Q - So what d i d  you do a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time? This  
was i n  what per iod?  

A. W e l l ,  it was i n  t h e  spr ingt ime.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  da tes .  

a- That would be  perhaps Apr i l  then? 

A. I believe it was i n  A p r i l ,  sir. A s  I recall,  
Colonel HOWARD had a r r i v e d .  I may be o f f  base ,  b u t  it appears  
a s  f a r  as my memory is  concerned t h a t  Colonel HOWARD was 
p resen t  a t  t h e  t i n e .  Colonel SWAIN, I b e l i e v e ,  l e f t  about 
2 Apri l .  

Q. So a l l  you d i d  then  w a s  j u s t  t o  determine t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  such a t h i n g  a s  Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. And t r y  t o  p u t  t h e  p ieces  t o g e t h e r  f o r  
whoever had called t h e  i n s p e c t o r  general .  

Q. Y e s .  Did you a l s o  assemble some papers? 

A. I b e l i e v e  we d i d  assemble and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what 
papers we d i d  assemble, sir.  A s  I say ,  I was more o r  l e s s  a 
messenger a t  t h e  t ime and researcher .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  assem-
b l i n g  of  papers a t  t h a t  t ime,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I d id .  A t  a 
l a t e r  time a co lone l  from t h e  inspec to r  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  a t  
USARV came and a c t u a l l y  s e t  up o f f i c e  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  our  in-
spec to r  genera l  's  o f f  i c e .  

Q. Do you remember h i s  name? 

A. Colonel WHITAKER s t ands  i n  my mind, b u t  I 'm n o t  
p o s i t i v e  of it. A s  I r e c a l l  he took over Colonel HOWARD'S 
o f f i c e ,  and HOWARD took mine. I moved i n t o  one of  t h e  back 
rooms. A t  t h a t  time we were t r y i n g  t o  ga the r  t o g e t h e r  name? 
of i n d i v i d u a l s  who might s t i l l  be around whom they  could in-  
terview.  A s  I r e c a l l  they got  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  involved,  
t h e  general  c e r t a i n l y ,  and t h e  a d j u t a n t  genera l  and what have 
you t o  look i n t o  t h e  matter from a number of a s p e c t s .  ;.l-
though I d i d n ' t  g e t  involved. I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know wl I it 
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was about o t h e r  than they gave me an assignment t o  t r y  t o  
f i n d  o u t  t h e  people who were i n  t h e  1 / 2 0  dur ing  t h e  per iod.  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  da tes .  We came up wi th  two names, I be-
l i e v e ,  of people who were s t i l l  i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion who 
were i n  Task Force Barker during t h a t  pe r iod  of t ime.  One, 
a s  I r e c a l l ,  was a  sergeant  and another  one was a  p r i v a t e .  
I a l s o  r e c a l l  my message t o  t h e  1 / 2 0 .  I t  was t o  hold them 
o r  s t a n d  by,  p u l l  them i n  o u t  of t h e  f i e l d  i f  they  were i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  e i t h e r  one of them w a s  i n t e r -
viewed a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  they-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Were you a l s o  looking f o r  combat 
a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  any a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  any r e p o r t s ,  combat 
a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  of any kind? 

A. Yes, s ir .  Well t h i s  was be ing  done l a r g e l y  by t h e  
AG, G 1  and G 3 .  We were j u s t  kind of f i l l i n g  i n  on t h a t ,  sir. 

Q- A t  t h a t  time you were s o r t  of s i t t i n g  on t h e  p e r i -  
phery? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q- WHITAKER, was he dea l ing  wi th  them d i r e c t l y ?  

A. He was dea l ing  wi th  t h e  primary s t a f f  and t h e  spe- 
c i a l  s t a f f  almost d i r e c t l y  and t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l  was 
a s s i s t i n g  h i m .  Colonel HOWARD was, I should say.  I was i n  
t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e ,  i f  you w i l l ,  a c t u a l l y  a s e p a r a t e  bu i ld ing  
a t t ached  t o  it tak ing  c a r e  of complaints and o t h e r  i n s p e c t o r  
genera l  a c t i o n s .  However, when Colonel WHITAKER was about 
t o  wind up h i s  p a r t  up a t  Chu L a i ,  I ga thered  information 
from Colonel HOWARD and summarized it i n t o  a  memo f o r  record  
t h a t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  Colonel HOWARD s igned t e l l i n g  about d i spos i -  
t i o n  of personnel  and of records .  One copy was, I ' m  s u r e ,  
kep t  i n  o u r  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ' s  f i l e s  t h e r e  a t  Chu Lai .  

(MR MACCRATE i s  now p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  hear ing  room.) 

Q. Now wi th  r e spec t  t o  t h e  11 th  Brigade,  d i d  anybody 
go down t h e r e  t o  check i n t o  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade and 
s e e  what they  had wi th  r e spec t  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  done. I n  f a c t ,  
as f a r  a s  going down t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know whether I d id  o r  n o t .  
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I hones t ly  d o n ' t  remember, sir. I do know t h a t  w e  c a l l e d  down 
t h e r e .  C e r t a i n l y  w e  checked i n  wi th  t h e i r  TOC and worked 
through t h e i r  a d j u t a n t  who w a s  t h e  a c t i n g  i n s p e c t o r  genera l  
and had them make a sea rch  of  t h e i r  f i l e s  t o  f i n d  o u t  what 
information they  cou ld  f i n d  o u t  about Task Force Barker,  in-
formation; it was a p r e t t y  w e l l  a blanket-type check. 

Q. What did you g e t  from them? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  we go t  anything i n i t i a l l y .  
was a f t e r  some p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  when they found i n  a  safe--I  
be l i eve  i t  was i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade--a l e t t e r  from Colonel 
HENDERSON--I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  h i s  name--who was t h e  br igade  
commander a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t o  t h e  commanding genera l ,  r e l a t i v e  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of an i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  o r  i n  t h e  

It 

t o  

Quang Ngai Province dur ing  Task Force Barker. 

Q- Was t h i s  memorandum o r  l e t t e r  o r  whatever y o u ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about l o c a t e d  whi le  Colonel WHITAKER was t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was, sir.  When t h e  l e t t e r  was 
discovered we either had it s e n t  up t o  us o r  we went down and 
picked it up, brought  it back up, had t h e  copies  made of it 
with one of t h e  a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l ' s  copy machines, I b e l i e v e  it 
was, and brought it t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of e i t h e r  t h e  ch ie f  of  
s t a f f  o r  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  

Q. Are you saying  t h a t  you ' re  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  
way it happened o r  assuming t h i s  is  t h e  way it happened? 

A. Well, t h e  reason I f e l t  t h a t  because I r e c a l l  w e  
made a c a l l  down t o  Saigon informing them t h a t  w e  were send-
i n g  a copy of t h e  l e t t e r  t o ,  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  MACV i n -
spec to r  genera l .  We were sending it through t h e  USARV I G  
o f f i c e  s o  h e  could provide it t o  him. T h a t ' s  what I say I 
r e c a l l  t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  Perhaps Colonel WHITAKER knew of t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  beforehand. However, I didn ' t have any know- 
ledge of it a t  t h e  t ime. I t ' s  when they discovered t h e  l e t t e r  
and we had copies  made of it and s e n t  copies  on up t o  t h e  
h igher  headquar ters ,  t o  our  n e x t  h igher  headquar ters ,  and 
t h a t ' s  t h e  p a r t  I ' m  r e p o r t i n g  on. 

Q .  Well, I wish you'd t r y  t o  th ink  back as  t o  whether 
o r  no t  i n  f a c t  somebody from t h e  Americal Divis ion d i d  go t o  
Duc Pho t o  LZ Bronco t o  p ick  up t h e  r e p o r t  and brought it back 
t o  t h e  Americal Divis ion  f o r  reproduct ion o r  whether t h e  re-
production o r  whatever i t  was was done by t h e  l l t h  Brigade. 
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A, I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  sir. I though t  t h a t  w e  had done 
it. 

Q. You knew t h a t  you r e c e i v e d  one o r  more cop ie s  o f  
t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I r e a d  t h e  r e p o r t  myself .  That  was 
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I had found o u t  any th ing  about  what any o f  
t h i s  w a s  about .  I t  was p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  on ly  t i m e ,  f o r  t h a t  
ma t t e r .  

Q. Do you remember about  what t i m e  t h a t  was? 

A, When w e  r ece ived  i t ?  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  Colonel  WHITAKER came up once and 
worked w i t h  you. How many days d i d  Colonel  WHITAKER re-
main, do you r e c a l l ?  

A. It was 2 o r  3 days,  I b e l i e v e ,  sir. 

Q. To your  knowledge d i d  he  go down t o  Duc Pho? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what h i s  i t i n e r a r y  w a s ,  s i r ,  wh i l e  
h e  was t h e r e .  H e  was e s c o r t e d  most everywhere by Colonel  
HOWARD. But a t  t h e  t ime we d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  keep t a b s  on him. 
It was an independent  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  My unders tanding  was 
t h a t  w e  w e r e  t o  keep hands o f f  excep t  where t hey  wanted o u r  
s e r v i c e s .  Ours,  meaning myself ,  o t h e r  ~ f f i c e r s ,  and e n l i s t -  
e d  men. 

Q- I wish you'd t h i n k  back t o  t h i s  copy t h a t  you r e a d  
of a memo o r  whatever it i s .  Was t h i s  one  of  t h e  d u p l i c a t e d  
cop ie s  o r  w a s  t h i s  an o r i g i n a l  copy o r  w a s  t h i s - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Carbon, I b e l i e v e ,  sir. A s  I r e c a l l  
it was a carbon copy. 

MR MACCRATE: Of a t r u e  copy o r  a carbon copy o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  s ir .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know whether  
I saw an a c t u a l  s i g n a t u r e  on it o r  n o t .  I can r e c a l l  t h e r e  
was a concern because ou r  d u p l i c a t i n g  i n s t r u m e n t s  t h e r e  i n  
Chu L a i  were n o t  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  w e  
w e r e  concerned whether it would come o u t .  Whether it w a s  a 
t r u e  copy o r  n o t  I - -a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e s e  l i t t l e  p a r t s  t h a t  y o u ' r e  
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asking about ,  sir,  w e r e  n o t  r e a l l y  imprinted w e l l  i n t o  my mind 
a s  t o  importance of it. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  what preceded t h e  
f ind ing  of  t h i s  copy a t  Duc Pho? 

A. I t  seems t o  m e ,  s ir ,  and I r e c a l l  now t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  something about  t h e  co lone l  saying,  Colonel HENDERSON say-
i n g  t h a t  h e  had made a r e p o r t  and t h a t  they ,  USARV o r  someone 
had contac ted  him, H e  was i n  H a w a i i  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and he  had 
s a i d  t h a t  h e  had looked i n t o  it and i n v e s t i g a t e d  it and w r i t -
t e n  a r e p o r t  on it o r  memorandum on it. I b e l i e v e  w e  g o t  a 
negat ive  r e p o r t  i n i t i a l l y .  Maybe it wasn ' t  USARV. It may 
have been MACV t h a t  found o u t  from Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q - Did you g e t  t h e  negat ive  r e p o r t  from t h e  1 1 t h  B r i -
gade be fo re  o r  a f t e r - -

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )They discovered i t ?  
6 0 

Q. No, b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  you had t h e  information from (X3 

Colonel HENDERSON? :n 
m 

A. We g o t  nega t ive  r e p o r t s  on checking o u t  of f i l e s ,  
looking f o r  r e p o r t s ,  o r  anything showing of  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  they were looking f o r .  We got  t h a t  i n i t i a l l y .  
A negat ive r e p o r t  o r  negat ive  o t h e r  than t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  a Task Force Barker.  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  how t h e  information 
came i n  from Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. N o ,  sir .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  we e i t h e r  g o t  it from MACV 
o r  from USARV say ing  t h a t  t h e r e  was such a r e p o r t .  I t h i n k  
t h a t  they  looked through t h e  f i l e s  although I w a s  n o t  pre-
s e n t  when they w e r e  looking through t h e  f i l e .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  
t h e  l e t t e r  came up, b u t  how it go t  discovered,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
have t h a t  knowledge. 

I0 : When Colonel WHITAKER came up, was he looking f o r  
a r e p o r t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q Well, do you remember him mentioning i t  t o  you or  
HOWARD? 
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A. No, sir.  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any mention of r e p o r t  
by t h e  br igade  commander. 

Q. You were dea l ing  with t h e  1 -- I say you, t h e  
i n s p e c t o r  genera l  was dea l ing  wi th  t h e  S 1  a t  t h e  br igade?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I was, t o o ,  a t  c e r t a i n  t imes.  W e  were 
always normally i n  f a i r l y  c l o s e  communication with our  coun-
t e r p a r t s  i n  t h e  br igades .  

8 .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  name of t h e  S1 a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  
t h e  br igade? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q- Were you a l s o  working wi th  t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r  of  
the--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Not I ,  no, s i r .  I very r a r e l y  d e a l t  
wi th  execut ive  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  br igades .  Normzlly I d i d  it 
wi th  t h e i r  S s t a f f s ,  b u t  no t  wi th  t h e  execu t ive  o f f i c e r s .  

Q =  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you'd read  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Is t h i s  t h e  form t h a t  you read t h e  r e p o r t  i n  (re-
f e r r i n g  t o  Exh ib i t  R-5) ? 

A. It appears t o  be t h e  same type  of  r e p o r t .  

MR MACCRATE: The same type  o r  the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  t h e  exac t  re-
p o r t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  green s h e e t ?  

A. Yes, sir. I seem t o  remember t h a t  p a r t  a s  w e l l ,  
sir. When I saw t h e  genera l  with t h i s  i n  h i s  hand j u s t  a 
few moments ago, I was r e a l l y  kind of looking f o r  t h i s  p a r t  
about t h e  quote  from t h e  V i e t  Cong; t h e i r  type  of  so -ca l l ed  
news r e l e a s e  on what had occurred.  

10: W e  have he re  another  copy of  t h i s  r e p o r t  ( r e f e r r i n g  
t o  E x h i b i t  R-1)  . 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Now y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h a t  is a t r u e  copy. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. (Witness reads  e x h i b i t . )  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h i s  i s  t h e  one I read.  I recognize t h e  type  o f  end product  
t h a t  comes o u t  and t r y i n g  t o  copy it, b u t  I d o n ' t  recall it 
being i n  t h i s  form when I read  it, sir. 

Q- During t h i s  t i m e  d i d  you go t o  Duc ~ h o ?  

A. Yes, sir. I went t o  Duc Pho q u i t e  o f t e n ,  n o t  j u s t  
f o r  t h i s  purpose though n o t  f o r  t h i s  purpose. I d i d  n o t  go 
t o  Duc Pho. W e  t r i e d  t o  hold  complaint s e s s i o n s  and t a k e  care 
of o u r  informal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  as c l o s e  t o  t h e  source  a s  w e  
could. People l o s t  a l o t  of  t i m e  coming up t o  Chu L a i  o r  a 
l o t  o f  t i m e  w a s  lost  i n  b r ing ing  them up and t a k i n g  them back. 

Q - W e l l ,  my question--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  A s  f a r  a s  t h i s  is  concerned I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  on my p ick ing  up, no, sir. Nor going down t h e r e  as 
regards t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y  of  Colonel WHITAKER. 

Q- But you do t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  form you saw 
t h i s  r e p o r t  i n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e s e  i n i t i a l s  i n  t h e  right-hand 
corner? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  where you f i r s t  saw it, a t  Chu 
Lai  o r  Duc Pho? 

A. Chu La i .  I d i d  no t  s e e  t h i s  r e p o r t  i n  Duc Pho. 

Q. Have you any explanat ion  how it would have g o t t e n  
back from Chu La i  t o  Duc Pho? 

A. How it was re turned  t o  Duc Pho? I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  
it w a s  r e tu rned  t o  Duc Pho, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  it was. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  any information 
about i t s  downgxading, c o n f i d e n t i a l  document? 
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A. NO,  sir. I d o n ' t  q u i t e  h o n e s t l y  even recall  t h a t  
it w a s  c l a s s i f i e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e  document t h a t  you have j u s t  examined w a s  
found r e c e n t l y  i n  Duc Pho, n o t  a t  Chu La i .  

A. I see, s i r .  

Q o  It was found i n  a f i l e  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  a down-
g rad ing  i n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  We have seen  a r eco rd  i n d i c a -
t i n g  t h a t  it was downgraded i n  October 1969, which would 
have been a f t e r  i t s  f i n d i n g  i n  May 1969, 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

9 W e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  a s c e r t a i n  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  con-
d i t i o n  i n  which it was o r i g i n a l l y  found. The f i l e  i n  which 
w e  found it i n  e a r l y  January 1970 i s  a p p a r e n t l y  a new f i l e  
i n  which it w a s  p laced .  So w e  would l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  a s  h a r d  
as you can a s  t o  anyth ing  you hea rd  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c i rcumstanc-
es i n  which t h e  document was found--in an enve lope ,  i n  a pa r -
t i c u l a r  f i l e ,  i n  a desk ,  i n  a s a f e ,  

A.  A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  was p r i o r  t o  
your  coming i n .  I b e l i e v e  it was r e p o r t e d  t o  have been found 
i n  a s a f e  t h a t  t hey  had n o t  looked f o r  such a r e p o r t  t o  be  i n .  
Whether i t ' s  a r e g u l a r  f i l e  s a f e  o r  whether  i t ' s  something 
l i k e  a company s a f e  where you would keep money, whether it was 
i n  t h e  S1 o r  t h e  S2,  o r  3 ,  o r  4 ,  o r  5 ,  I d o n ' t  know. I thought  
t h a t  it had been found i n  one o f  t h e  S l ' s ,  t h e  a d j u t a n t ' s  s a f e .  
A s  I r e c a l l  i n  Duc Pho, h e  had bo th  t y p e s :  t h e  f i l e - t y p e  of  
s a f e  and t h e  door-type o f  company s a f e ,  t hey  c a l l  i t ,  where 
you would keep money and funds and some r e c o r d s .  

Q Do you have any knowledge o f  any r e q u e s t  be ing  
made f o r  t r u e  copies?  

A. No, s ir .  A s  I r e p o r t e d  t o  General  PEERS, I though t  
w e  had been concerned about  g e t t i n g  t h i s  d u p l i c a t e d  s o  t h a t  we 
could  send it forward t o  USARV and t h a t  t hey  could forward it 
t o  MACV. I thought  t h a t  we w e r e  concerned about  it. I b e l i e v e  
w e  w e r e  concerned about u s ing  t h e  d u p l i c a t i n g  machines. P e r -
haps  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  was t o  come up w i t h  a t r u e  copy, b u t  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  w e  s e n t  o u t  a copy, one f o r  
t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  a t  USARV, and one f o r  him h o p e f u l l y  t o  
forward t o  t h e  MACV i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l .  
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Q- W e l l ,  I'll show you Exh ib i t  R-1. I ' l l  also show 
you t h e  document ob ta ined  from t h e  f i l e s  i n  Duc Pho. You ' l l  
observe t h a t  it is no t  i n  f a c t  a t r u e  copy although it has  
been s o  c e r t i f i e d  t o  be. You' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  heading does 
n o t  appear. 

A. The o f f i c e  symbol is  d i f f e r e n t .  

Q. There 's  no i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  f i l e  and i n i t i a l  i n  
t h e  upper l e f t  hand corner  and t h e  purported t r u e  copy i n d i -  
c a t e s  a s i g n a t u r e  t h a t  does n o t  appear on t h e  document. Have 
you any explanat ion  of  those  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e  t r u e  copy? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  sir. I can sypmpathize wi th  t h i s  
problem, sir. I know what t h e  problem is ,  clerical,  of  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  t r y i n g  t o  improve upon a document b u t  t h i s  i s  a 
problem and I rea l i ze - -

Q. But h e r e  i t ' s  a l o t  more s e r i o u s  than  t h a t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I understand t h a t .  

Q- Because h e r e  i s  a r e p o r t  t h a t  was prepared i n  four  
copies  and i n  your  search  a t  t h e  America1 Divis ion you lo -  
ca ted  no copies .  A t  Duc Pho we f i n d  a copy and we s e e  a 
purported t r u e  copy of t h a t  copy which i s  no t  i n  f a c t  a t r u e  
copy. I f  you can shed any l i g h t  on these  cur ious  c i r c m s t a n -  
ces ,  we would a p p r e c i a t e  it. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I wish I could shed l i g h t  on it. A l l  I 
can do i s  look i n t o  t h e  psychology of t h e  people who s i g n  t r u e  
copies ,  and t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  i s  no he lp  t o  you, sir. Ind iv idua l s  
who s ign  f o r  t r u e  cop ies  genera l ly  w i l l  look t o  s e e  whether 
t h e  s u b j e c t  mat ter  i s  a s  it should be and w i l l  o f ten t imes  
m i s s  something l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I not iced  was n o t  l ack  
of "Department of t h e  Army" a t  t h e  heading, b u t  t h e  change 
of t h e  o f f i c e  symbol. But t h a t  was j u s t  how I would per- 
sona l ly  look a t  it. 

Q. Did you, when you examined t h e  document, f i n d  t h e  
inc losures  s t a p l e d  t o  t h e  two-page repor t?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir ,  whether they were s t a p l e d  o r  
he ld  by a paper c l i p .  

Q. But they  were a l l  t oge the r?  
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A.  Y e s ,  s ir ,  

Q. I f  a r e q u e s t  came i n  d i r e c t l y  from Colonel  HENDERSON 
to t h e  l l t h  Brigade--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  To look  f o r  a document you mean? 

Q Y e s ,  t o  look f o r  a document. Wouid t h a t  have 
been r e p o r t e d  t o ' y o u  i n  t h e  c i rcumstances?  

A. I t  may have been. I t  might have been i f  it was 
f e l t  t o  be  o f  I G  i n t e r e s t .  I n  o t h e r  words,  i f  t h e r e  was r e -
ce ived  a TWX o r  a c a l l  o r  something o f  t h i s  s o r t  it might 
have been i f  t hey  thought  it r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  gen-
eral .  I f  h e  w a s  communicating w i t h  t h e  l l t h  Brigade look-
i n g  f o r  something d i r e c t l y  from them, I s e r i o u s l y  doubt  
whether  w e  would have heard.  

Q. Did General  DONALDSON speak w i t h  you about  t h i s  a t  
t h a t  t ime? 

A.  Colonel  DONALDSON? I d i d n ' t  know he  was a g e n e r a l .  

Q. H e  i s  now, General  DONALDSON, Colonel  DONALDSON 
a t  t h a t  t ime ,  yes .  

A. H e  d i d  no t  speak w i t h  me d i r e c t l y .  No, sir. 

10: H e  w a s  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  was h e  
n o t ,  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. No, sir. A t  t h a t  t ime he  was t h e  b r i g a d e  commander. 
W e l l ,  now w a i t ,  l e t s  go back t o  what t i m e  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  
You're r i g h t ,  he  probably was. Colonel  DONALDSON probably 
w a s  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f .  

Q. U n t i l  March 1969 Colonel  DONALDSON had com-
mand o f  t h e  b r igade .  I n  March 1969,  toward t h e  end of 
it, h e  became t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- So t h a t  would p u t  him i n  t h e  p r o p e r  c o n t e x t  as f a r  
as t h e  q u e s t i o n  which M r .  MACCRATE add res sed  t o  you. 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  Well ,  I d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  
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t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f - Most communications wi th  t h e  c h i e f  of 
s t a f f  i n  f a c t  a lmos t  a l l  o f  t h e m ,  un less  he w a s  absent ,  w a s  
done by t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l  h imsel f ,  Colonel HOWARD. This  
was t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  we had. 

Q- Now, moving away from t h i s  document. You w e r e  
s t i l l  t h e r e  i n  t h e  t i m e  frame of August, s t a r t i n g  i n  August 
of  1968? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now, i m  t h a t  per iod ,  from then  up t o  t h i s  t i m e ,  
was t h e r e  any t a l l d n g  around t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  a t  a l l ,  
t h a t  you heard ,  e i t h e r  on an o f f i c i a l  b a s i s  between t h e  s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s  o r  between t h e  commanders o r  was t h e r e  some comments 
t h a t  might have k e n  passed on i n  an informal  b a s i s  i n  your 
mess o r  anything of t h i s  n a t u r e  concerning perhaps an un-
necessary number of woment and c h i l d r e n  being k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  by Task Force Barker i n  March 1968? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e r e  was no t .  

Q. Did yon e v e r  a t  a l l  hea r  of a r e p o r t  which had 
been made by an a v i a t o r ?  

A. No, sir. I d i d  not .  

Q. Did yon ever  hear  of something t h a t  t h e  chapla in  
was checking i n t o  concerning t h e  ind i sc r imina te  K i l l i n g  o f  
women and ch i ld ren?  

A. Not i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  no, sir.  

Q. Did you h e a r  anything from anybody t h a t  may have 
caused you t o  suspec t  t h a t  something unusual occurred i n  t h i s  
e a s t e r n  p a r t  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  of Quang Ngai i n  t h e  Son My 
o r  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  which people of  t h e  America1 genera l ly  re-
f e r  t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  which may have caused you t o  suspec t  some- 
th ing?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e r e  was n o t .  

MR MACCRATE: Subsequent t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by Colonel 
WHITAKER i n  Apr i l  1969, was t h e r e  any f u r t h e r  a t tempt  made 
a t  t h e  America1 Divis ion  t o  l o c a t e  any of t h e s e  documents? 
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For example, a f t e r  t h i s  r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  found a t  
LZ Bronco a t  Duc Pho w a s  t h e r e  any f u r t h e r  a t t empt  t o  l o c a t e  
cop ie s  of  it a t  Chu La i?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir .  W e  r ece ived  te lephone  
ca l l s  o r  I should  s a y ,  when I say  we, someone wi th  i n  o u r  o f -
f i c e  had r ece ived  a number o f  c a l l s  from MACV headqua r t e r s  
o r  from USARV headqua r t e r s  i n  r ega rd  t o  Task Force  Barker i n  
some con tex t .  I n  every c a s e  t h a t  I know o f  we r e p o r t e d  what-
e v e r  had occu r red  o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a c a l l  o r  was 
a communication i n  o u r  d a i l y  s t a f f  j o u r n a l  which w e  k e p t  
f a i r l y  complete I b e l i e v e .  We r ece ived  a number o f  c a l l s ,  
d i f f e r e n t  people  d i d  w i t h i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  

Q= Well,  I ' m  no t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  c a l l s  coming i n ,
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  what you d i d  and what w a s  done a t  Chu La i  
by any of  t h e  b a s e  personne l  of  which you w e r e  aware. 

A.  No, sir.  J u s t  t o  p u t  us i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  h e r e ,  s i r ,  
w e  w e r e  n o t  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  i n q u i r y  was be ing  performed by USARV headqua r t e r s .  

Q I unders tand t h a t .  I f  you had been ,  you had as -
sumed t h e  t a s k  t o  assist i n  A p r i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And you had made a s ea rch  and it w a s  a c t u a l l y  d i v i -
s i o n  personne l  who had made t h e  s e a r c h  i n  A p r i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. They f a i l e d  i n  A p r i l .  Along i n  May a document i s  
. found a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade t h a t  r i g h t  on i ts f a c e  i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  it had come o r i g i n a l l y  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  t h a t  t h i s  found 
a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  was a copy of what had come i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
My q u e s t i o n  was, d i d  t h i s  l e a d  anyone a t  t ha t  t ime on t h e  d i -
v i s i o n  s t a f f  t o  look a t  d i v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o f  t h a t  re-
p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I t h i n k  it d i d .  I t h i n k  what occu r red  a t  
t h e  t ime  was t h e y  found--may I see t h a t  t o p  one there--was i t  
n o t  addressed  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ?  Y e s ,  it w a s ,  and I 
be l ieve- -

Q o  T h a t ' s  my p o i n t  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  R-5) . 
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A. Yes, sir .  A t  t h e  t ime, I b e l i e v e ,  Colonel HOWARD 
d iscussed  t h e  m a t t e r  wi th  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  about  going over  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  b u i l d i n g ,  going through t h e  var ious  
con ta ine r s  over  there t o  t r y  t o  f i n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t h a t  would 
have gone t o ,  a t  the time I guess it was General KOSTER. I n  
Apr i l  1968, yes ,  it probably would have been General  KOSTER. 

Q- General KOSTER was t h e  commanding genera l  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  b u t  what w a s  t h i s  t h a t  was done now i n  May o r  June 1969? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  t h e r e  w a s  something of  con tac t ing  t h e  
headquar ters ,  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e ,  whether it w a s  t h e  
ch ie f  of s t a f f  himself  o r  it was one of h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
a s s i s t a n t s ,  of going through t h e  f i l e s  and records  t o  see i f  
they could come up wi th  t h e  o r i g i n a l  document t h a t  went t o  
t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  General KOSTER. 

Q - What was t h e  r e s u l t  of  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was, sir. 

Q. Well, d i d  you have any p a r t  i n  t h a t  search?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t .  I d i d  no t  make any of t h e  
search .  I t h i n k  w e  ended up by making copies  from whatever 
means, b u t  w e  made copies  and s e n t  them down t o  MACV and 
USARV headquar ters  of a non-or ig ina l ,  o t h e r  than t h e  o r i g i n a l .  

10: Major SAFERSTEIN, based upon what we've been t a l k -  
i n g  about he re ,  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  documents s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t  
p r imar i ly ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  cause you t o  do some e x t r a  
th inking .  I f  t h i s  does b r i n g  t o  l i g h t  any changes o r  add i t ions  
o r  any a d d i t i o n a l  information concerning t h i s  document, t h e  
handl ing of it, t h e  l o c a t i o n  of i t ,  t h e  reproduct ion of  it, 
we'd l i k e  very much t o  know about it. 

A. yes ,  sir,  

Q - And any o t h e r  information t h a t  may r e l a t e  t o  t h i s  
inc iden t .  I f  you can t h i n k  of any o t h e r  document which may 
be h e l p f u l  t o  us in t h e  conduct 3f t h i s  i > v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we'd 
l i k e  very much t o  have knowledge of t h a t  o r  those .  You should 
know t h a t  we a r e  going i n t o  t h i s  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  depth t h a t  w e  
a r e  t r y i n g  no t  t o  leave  a s i n g l e  s tone  u n t u n e d ;  we have a 
complete s t o r y  of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  from s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h .  So any 
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l i t t l e  b i t  o r  p i e c e  of  in format ion  t h a t  may seem i n s i g n i f i -  
c a n t  t o  you, b u t  may b e  h i g h l y  impor t an t  t o  u s ,  w e  would l i k e  
t o  know about  it. 

A. S i r ,  do you have cop ie s  of o u r  d a i l y  s t a f f  j o u r n a l s  
from Chu La i?  Maybe t h a t  would g i v e  you t h e  d a t e s  and how 
w e  made cop ie s  o f  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  t h i n g s ,  o r  perhaps  you a l -  
ready know t h a t  in format ion .  You see t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  p u l l e d  
t o g e t h e r  because I d o n ' t  know what you have done,  s ir .  

Q - Y e s .  

A.  But w e  d i d  i n s i s t  wh i l e  I was t h e r e  t h a t  w e  keep 
r e c o r d s  o f  a l l  of o u r  t r a n s a c t i o n s  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  purposes  
of o u r  d a i l y  s t a f f  j ou rna l s .  W e  a l s o  made memoranda f o r  
r e c o r d  when w e  f e l t  t h e r e  was something s i g n i f i c a n t  occur red .  
They w e r e  i n  o u r  f i l e s ,  sir.  

Q- W e l l ,  f o r  your i n fo rma t ion ,  what w e  found a s  f a r  a s  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  was concerned i s  t h a t  t h e  r eco rds  of  a compara-
t i v e l y  r e c e n t  d a t e  appear  t o  be  i n  reasonably  good o r d e r .  But 
t o  go back t o  t h e  t i m e  w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  t o  s ay  c h a o t i c  
would b e  p u t t i n g  it mi ld ly .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. T h e r e ' s  a lmost  a t o t a l  l a ck  of  l o g s ,  r e g i s t e r s ,  any
documents which w e  would b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  wi th  t h e  excep t ion  
o f  d i r e c t i v e s  o r  p o l i c y  s t a t m e n t s  o r  something of t h i s  n a t u r e .  
So i t ' s  made o u r  t a s k  extremely d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r y  t o  f i n d  per -  
t i n e n t  documents t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  t h i s  i n c i d n t .  A s  M r .  MACCRATE 
i n d i c a t e d ,  h e r e  i s  a document ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  R-5)  t h a t  
i s  addressed  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  of t h e  America1 Divi-  
s i o n .  W e  f i n d  no cop ie s  of  it i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s .  
W e  f i n d  s o r t  o f  a back handed copy i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  headqua r t e r s  
and wonder about reproduc t ion  of it. T h a t ' s  t h e  s o r t  of  
t h i n g  w e ' r e  running i n t o .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason  why any l i t t l e  
b i t  o r  p i e c e  t o  p u t  t h i s  t h i n g  t o g e t h e r  might be  h e l p f u l l  t o  
U S .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I r a n  i n t o  t h i s  same d i f f i c u l t y  t r y i n g  
t o  f i n d  in fo rma t ion  about  Task Force  Barker ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
s i n c e  Colonel  BARKER had been k i l l e d  i n  June.  Then, o f  cou r se  
you c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  him. W e  d i d n ' t  know where t o  s t a r t .  T h a t ' s  
why w e  went t o  t h e  DTOC i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  o r i g i n a l l y .  They, a s  
you r e p o r t e d ,  were very s p a r s e  i n  i n fo rma t ion .  I do r e c a l l  
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w e  went and reques ted  information f r o m  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade be-
cause they  u s u a l l y  keep more d e t a i l e d  journa l s  o f  t h e i r  opera- 
t i o n .  

Q- W e l l ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  I ' l l  g ive  you an oppor tun i ty  to  
ask any q u e s t i o n s  you'd l i k e  t o  ask,  o r  i f  you'd care t o ,  t o  
e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record.  

A. No, sir.  I have noth ing  f u r t h e r .  

Q - W e l l ,  b e f o r e  w e  recess, I ' d  l i k e  t o  again  cau t ion  
you regarding d i s c u s s i n g  your testimony h e r e  with o t h e r s ,  i n -
c luding  t h e  o t h e r  wi tnesses  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  as 
you may be  r e q u i r e d  to  do s o  b e f o r e  a j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
body. 

A. Yes, sir. 

I0: Fine,  t h e  hea r ing  w i l l  be  recessed a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

1970.) 
(The h e a r i n g  recessed  a t  1255 hours ,  30 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : SAIMONS, Nick E. . SFC' 

DATES OF TESTIMONY: 5 and 7 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED .OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: 17 May 1968 - 1 October 1968, Admin is t ra t ive  
NCO, America1 Divis ion;  1 October 1968 - May 1969, worked f o r  
Colonel PARSON who had been r ea s s igned  t o  MACV CORDS. 

1. FILING PROCEDURES FOR CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS. 

a .  General  f i l i n g  procedures.  

(1) Control  of documents. 

SAIMONS rep laced  S t a f f  Sergeant  RITCHIE a s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO (pg. 5 ) .  An inven tory  of documents was 
made a t  t h a t  t i m e  (pg. 1 9 ) .  When SAIMONS went t o  work, 
General  KOSTER was t h e  CG, General YOUNG w a s  ADC, and 
Colonel PARSON was ch ie f  of  s t a f f  (pg. 6 ) .  The wi tness  
logged i n  secret m a t e r i a l  which came i n t o  headquar te r s  on 
the documents c o n t r o l  log  and gave it t o  t h e  ch i e f  of s t a f f  
who rou t ed  it back t o  SAIMONS t o  be  p u t  i n t o  t h e  s a f e  (pg .11) .  
Conf iden t i a l  m a t e r i a l  was n o t  logged and was c o n t r o l l e d  
only  by being pu t  i n  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  s a f e  (pgs. 12 ,  55, 8 6 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  mainta in  an u n o f f i c i a l  l edger  f o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
documents (pg. 5 5 ) .  No top  secret documents were kep t  a t  
headquar te r s  (pg. 20) .  The f i l e s  were k e p t  a t  headquar te r s  
(pg. 20) .  The f i l e s  were k e p t  i n  accordance wi th  t h e  
f u n c t i o n a l  f i l i n g  system as o u t l i n e d  i n  paragraphs of 
AR 345-210 o r  AR 345-215 (pgs. 82, 86) . Routing s l i p s  
were t o r n  o f f  and thrown away when a document was r e tu rned  
t o  t h e  f i l e s  t h u s  making it impossible  t o  t e l l  through whose 
hands a document had passed (pgs. 13,141 . 
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( 2 )  Arrangement of  t h e  f i l e .  

A t  t h e  t i m e  SAIMONS took ove r , t he  f i l e s  were 
no t  i n  very good shape (pg. 85) .  .He maintained t h e  
c l a s s i f i e d  log i n  a f o l d e r  in the f r o n t  of t h e  s a f e  (pgs. 13 ,  
20, 8 2 ) .  Completed shee t s  f o r  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  log were kep t  
i n  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  log (pg. 83) .  C e r t i f i c a t e s  of d e s t r u c t i o n  
were kep t  behind t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents (pg. 9 7 ) .  The 
documents w e r e  arranged by p u t t i n g  s e c r e t  documents i n  t h e  
f r o n t  of t h e  t op  drawer and c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents i n  t h e  
r e a r  of t h e  t op  drawer (pg. 81 ) .  Miscellaneous correspondence 
was kep t  i n  t h e  second drawer along with  f i l e s  f o r  t h e  A D C ' s  
and t h e  chief  cf s t a f f  (pgs. -81, 85 ) .  The t h i r d  drawer 
contained miscellaneous opera t ion  p lans  (pgs.  81, 85 ) .  A t  
f i r s t  t h e  bottom drawer contained a f l i g h t  helmet and b r i e f -  
case  (pgs. 81, 85) . However, when t h e  tendency of t h e  
second drawer t o  s t i c k  was no t iced  by SAIMONS t h e  documents 
i n  t h a t  drawer were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  t h i r d  drawer and 
t h e  f l i g h t  helmet and b r i e f c a s e  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
second drawer (pg. 95 ) .  Though t h e  second drawer was f rozen 
c losed f o r  a whi le ,  t h e  wi tness  thought i t b e c a m e  unstuck 
before  he l e f t  and it w a s  empty a t  t h a t  t i m e  (pgs. 92, 99). 

Use of documents. 

Documents were handled i n  such a way t h a t  a t  
times t h e  gene ra l  d i d  no t  see them f o r  four  t o  f i v e  days 
(pg. 1 5 ) .  A l l  documents i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  i n  box a t  t h e  end 
of t h e  day would be  hand-carried t o  t h e  wi tness  who would 
lock them i n  t h e  s a f e  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  (pg. 16) . Many times 
outgoing documents would be  brought from t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
box d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  wi tness  who would t a k e  them t o  t h e  
s e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  gene ra l  s t a f f  who would make t h e  proper 
d i s p o s i t i o n  (pg. 1 6 ) .  No c l a s s i f i e d  documents were kep t  
i n  f i l i n g  cab ine t s  (pg. 16) . When t h e  wi tness  l e f t ,  t h e  
f i l e s  and t h e  logs  were turned over t o .Se rgean t  LOFTIS a f t e r  
an inventory (pgs. 18,  1 9 ) .  No c l a s s i f i e d  documents were 
dest royed o r  r e t i r e d  e i t h e r  when he took over from R I T C H I E  
o r  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  I G  i n spec t ion  which took p l ace  between 
7 and 1 4  J u l y  (pgs. 51, 52, 86) .  
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b.  Eyes on ly  documents. 

~ l lcorrespondence t h a t  came through d i s t r i b u t i o n  
i n t o  h e a d q u a r t e r s  passed  over  SAIMON's desk ,  b u t  he would 
have seen  "Eyes Only" documents on ly  i f  t h e  g e n e r a l  wanted 
them f i l e d  (pgs .  21, 22) . ."Eyes o n l y "  documents were k e p t  
i n  SAIMON'S s a f e  f o r  each o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  and 
PARSON (pgs .  21, 2 2 ) .  A t  t h e  t i m e  he  l e f t  KOSTER picked up 
h i s  "Eyes Only" f o l d e r  (pg. 2 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  looked through 
t h e s e  f i l e s  and d'id n o t  see secret m a t e r i a l  i n  any of t h e  
"Eyes Only" f o l d e r s  (pg. 22) .  However, it was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
t h e s e  f o l d e r s  *hthave con ta ined  c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l  
(pg. 2 3 ) .  SAIMONS opined t h a t  t h e  documents KOSTER main ta ined  
i n  SAIMON's s a f e  were of a  more o f f i c i a l  n a t u r e  t h a n  t h o s e  
t h e  g e n e r a l  k e p t  i n  h i s  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  (pg .  2 5 ) .  YOUNG'S  
f o l d e r  remained i n  t h e  s a f e  a f t e r  YOUNG d e p a r t e d  and t h e  . 

w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  forward it t o  him (pg. 4 3 ) .  

c .  Access t o  t h e  s a f e .  

Major POWELL, L i e u t e n a n t  CAMPBELL and t h e  w i t n e s s  
a l l  had a c c e s s  t o  t h e  s a f e  (pg. 2 6 ) .  S i n c e  t h e  c o n t a i n e r  
was n o t  i n  t h e  room where t h e  w i t n e s s  s a t ,  many pe r sons  
asked POWELL o r  CAMPBELL t o  g e t  documents f o r  them (pg.26) .  
The w i t n e s s  t h u s  was n o t  always s u r e  of what was coming 
and going (pg. 2 6 ) .  However, h e  always g o t  back a l l  
c l a s s i f i e d  documents (pg. 27) . 
2. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  f i r s t  became aware of  t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  
through an  a r t i c l e  h e  r e a d  i n  the S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  sometime 
between t h e  1 0 t h  and 3 1 s t  of  May (pgs.  27, 2 8 ) .  T h i s  a r t i c l e  
had s e v e r a l  p i c t u r e s  of r i f l e m a n  moving a c r o s s  a r ice paddy 
(pg. 2 8 ) .  ~ x h i b i tM-88 was n o t  t h e  a r t i c l e  he  saw (pg. 8 3 ) .  
He r e c a l l e d  no c o n v e r s a t i o n  around h e a d q u a r t e r s  c e n t e r i n g  on 
My ~ a i  o r  Son My (pg. 70) . 
3 .  KNOWLEDGE OF REPORTS ABOUT THE OPERATION. 

a .  Genera l  knowledge. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  having s e e n  HENDERSON'S 
24 A p r i l  r e p o r t  (pgs.  29, 3 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  h e  saw t h e  
VC propaganda l e a f l e t  which was a t t a c h e d  t o  HENDERSON'S 
r e p o r t  (pgs .  78, 7 9 ) .  SAIMONS though t  h e  had s e e n  t h e  VC 
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propaganda s ta tement  which was a t tached  t o  Major P H O ' s  
l e t t e r  t o  Colonel TOAN (Exhib i t  M-36.) (pgs. 32-34) . He 
d i d  no t  s e e  a  l e t t e r  from KOSTER t o  Colonel HENDERSON 
request ing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a  Vietnamese a l l e g a t i o n  
t h a t  Americans had unnecessar i ly  k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of 
women and ch i ld ren  i n  Son My Vi l l age  i n  mid-March (pgs. 34, 
35) .  The wi tness  opined t h a t  a copy of such a  l e t t e r  would 
have been kep t  i n  t h e  s t e n o ' s  f i l e  f o r  t h e  gene ra l  (pg. 35 ) .  
~t was poss ib l e  t h a t  t h e  c l e r k  could have stamped t h e  
document c o n f i d e n t i a l  and disposed of it through normal 
channels wi thout  going through t h e  wi tness  (pgs.  35, 3 6 ) .  
He d i d  no t  r e c o l l e c t  RODRIGUEZ' s ta tement  ( ~ x h i b i tM-30) 
(pg. 54) .  H e  saw t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t  (Exhib i t  M-351, 
b u t  he d i d  no t  know what became of it a f t e r  he hahd-carr ied 
it t o  Major POWELL (pgs. 53, 64) .  He d i d  no t  remember 
ANISTRANSKI being involved i n  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  May 
o r  June 1968 (pg. 63 ) .  

b .  Report of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with  s ta tements .  

H e  vaguely r e c a l l e d  see ing  a f i v e  page r e p o r t  of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s igned by BARKER which had 15 t o  25 s ta tements  
a t t ached  (pg. 38) .  H e  d i d  no t  b e l i e v e  he iogged t h i s  
document (pg. 38) .  H e  thought he gave t h i s  t o  POWELL 
(pg. 38) .  He d i d  no t  know what t h e  r e p o r t  was about and 
he d i d  no t  remember see ing  it again  (pg. 39 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  
r e c a l l  see ing  t h i s  document i n  KOSTER's persona l  f o l d e r  
(pg. 39) .  I t  was poss ib l e  t h a t  t h i s  document could have 
concerned another i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs. 38, 39 ) .  Poss ibly  
it concerned t h e  i n c i d e n t  where two VC0nurses were raped o r  t he  

ham DUC i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs. 4 0 ,  4 1 )  . 
c.  A v i a t o r ' s  a l l e g a t i o n .  

SAIMONS vaguely remembered see ing  a  paper i n  t h e  
f i l e s  which was approximately t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  of a page long 
(pg. 43) . The document was i n  response ' t o  m a l l e g a t i o n  
made by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t h a t  women and c h i l d r e n  had been 
k i l l e d  by ground t roops  f i r i n g  i n t o  a  v i l l a g e  on 16 March 
(pgs. 43, 4 4 ,  73) .  He d id  no t  remember what it s a i d ,  who 
signed it, o r  i f  it had any at tachments (pgs. 44-47, 73 ) .  
There was no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  spoke t o  
anyone (pg. 47).  I t  had no c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  he could 
r e c a l l  (pgs.  57, 75 ) .  H e  r e c o l l e c t e d  a  po r t i on  of t h e  l e t t e r  
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saying something about  a c a p t a i n  k i l l i n g  a woman (pg. 4 6 ) .  
He thought he s a w  this p r i o r  t o  t h e  I G  i n s p e c t i o n  a t  a t i m e  
when it had been given t o  him t o  f i l e  (pgs.  48, 5 7 ) .  H e  
d id  n o t  remember it conta in ing  anything about  a 
con f ron t a t i on  between a i r  and ground personnel  (pg. 5 2 ) .  
There was a s i g n  o f f  on the 'document i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  an  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been conducted and t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
of t h e  p i l o t  were found t o  be  completely un t rue  (pgs. 52 ,  
57, 73 ) .  SAIMONS be l ieved  this was w r i t t e n  by t h e  b r igade  
commander who s t a t e d  t h a t  the noncombatants had been moved 
t o  a s a f e  haven by t h e  ground t roops  (pg. 73) . H e  r e c a l l e d  
no mention of Co Lay o r  Navy S w i f t  Boats i n  the document 
(pgs. 73, 74) .  H e  could  n o t  say  whether he f i l e d  t h i s  
document o r  threw it away (pg,s. 59, 60) . However, he  would 
n o t  have d i s ca rded  it wi thou t  t h e  p r i o r  approval  of Major 
POWELL (pg. 60) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  no i n q u i r i e s  about  t h e  paper 
and d i d  n o t  know what happened t o  it (pgs. 60, 61) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

Depar ture  of KOSTER. 

SAIMONS d i d  n o t  a s s i s t  i n  c l e a r i n g  o u t  KOSTER's 
o f f i c e  when KOSTER was rep laced  by General  GETTYS (pg. 9)  . 
However, he knew t h a t  KOSTER's desk was emptied and t h a t  a 
new console  and maps were p u t  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  (pg. 9 ) .  Command 
Sergeant  Major ROGERS, Capta in  DICKENS and HERRIS took 
c a r e  of KOSTER's pe rsona l  o f f i c e  m a t e r i a l  (pg. 1 0 ) .  A l l  
KOSTER'S pe r sona l  o r  c l a s s i f i e d  papers  were mainta ined i n  a 
s e p a r a t e  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  l oca t ed  i n  KOSTER's o f f i c e  
(pgs.  10 ,  11). H e  d i d  n o t  remember a s a f e  i n  KOSTER's of-  
f i e e  (pg. 8 2 ) .  KOSTER picked up h i s  "Eyes Only" f i l e  from 
SAIMONS' s a f e  (pg. 2 2 ) .  H e  l a t e r  found a f o l d e r  wi th  
KOSTER's name on it which he gave t o  Major POWELL f o r  
t r ansmiss ion  t o  KOSTER (pgs. 36,37) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r ead  t h i s  
f i l e  (pg. 3 6 ) .  

b. Conversat ions s i n c e  the i n c i d e n t  became pub l i c .  

The w i tne s s  has  had no conversa t ions  wi th  anyone 
concerning t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  s i n c e  t h e  ma t t e r  came t o  t h e  
p u b l i c ' s  a t t e n t i o n  (pg. 11). 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT --
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

lt had n o t  seen 
M-30 RODRIGUEZ'  s ta tement  e fo re .  54 

T r a n s c r i p t  of VC w i t  vaguely 
M-33 propaqanda t ape  remembered prop. 64,77 

d i t n e s s  had seen 
M-35 vc propaqanda l e a f  l e t  be fo re .  53 

Memo f o r  C G ,  2d ARVN 'Wit thought he had 
M-36 Div, 12 Apr 68 seen before .  32 

Paper3 f o r  award f o r  W i t  vaguely 
THOMPSON lgemembered paper.  66,68 
E x t r a c t ,  S t a r s  and This was n o t  t h e  
S t r i p e s ,  18 Mar 68 a r t i c l e  t h e ' w i t  had 83 

seen.  
I I I 

IDrawing of command IReviewed and marked] 
bu i ld ing ,  America1 Div. 
True copy of 

by wi tness .  
The w i t  had never 

415 

HENDERSON's Report seen before .  29,64 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0935 hour s ,  5 February 
1970.) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  MR 
MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Se rgean t  F i r s t  C l a s s  Nick 
E. SAIMONS.. 

(SFC SAIMONS was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows:  ) 

Q S t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, 
branch o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Nick E.  SAIMONS, Se rgean t  F i r s t  C l a s s ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army, Headquar ters  and Headquar te rs  Company, U. S. Army 
Gar r i son ,  F o r t  Wainwright, Alaska.  

COL ARMSTRONG: Se rgean t  SAIMONS, have you r e a d  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  
i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A .  NO, sir.  

Q. D o  you unders tand  them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q! On my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  
a t t o r n e y .  H e  g r a c i o u s l y  o f f e r e d  h i s  services t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  Army t o  be a p a r t  of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t o  prov ide  
l e g a l  counse l  and a s s i s t a n c e  t o  General  PEERS, who i s  con-
d u c t i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

I have been des igna t ed  by t h e  Chief  o f  S t a f f ' s  
O f f i c e  t o  be an a s s i s t a n t  t o  General  PEERS. You should know 
t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  such groups t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  w i t -
ne s se s .  However, General  PEERS h imse l f  i s  t h e  o n l y  one who 
w i l l  e v a l u a t e  t h e  tes t imony,  who w i l l  t h e n  draw t h e  conc lus ions  
from it ,  and who w i l l  make t h e  recommendations t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
o f  t h e  Army. During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  General  PEERS may come i n  
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and s i t  i n .  I f  h e  does,  he,  of course,  w i l l  ask ques t ions .  You 
w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  have M r .  MACCRATE and myself ask ing  ques t ions .  
Do you have any ques t ions?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. . M r .  MACCRATE w i l l  conduct t h e  ques t ions  p r imar i ly?  

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  SAIMONS, would you g ive  us  t h e  d a t e s  o f  
your duty assignment i n  t h e  Americal Divis ion and t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
d u t i e s  t h a t  you had during t h e  pe r iod  of your assignment? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I w a s  ass igned t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  around 
12 May 1968. I went through t h e  Americal Combat Center  and 
then was in terv iewed by t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  Colonel PARSON, 
and Sergeant  Major ROGERS, who was t h e  d i v i s i o n  s e r g e a n t  
major, f o r  t h e  job as t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  NCO t o  t h e  ch ie f  o f  
s t a f f  of  t h e  Americal Division. On o r  about 1 7  May 1968, I 
assumed t h e  d u t i e s  a s  t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  NCO t o  t h e  c h i e f  of 
s t a f f .  My d u t i e s  involved t h e  handl ing of a l l  t h e  admini-
s t r a t i v e  func t ions  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  i t s e l f ,  from 
the commanding g e n e r a l ,  t h e  two ADC1s ,  ch ie f  o f  s t a f f ,  and 
a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  o f  s t a f f ,  p l u s  supervis ion  of a l l  t h e  e n l i s t e d  
personnel  working i n  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  

Q What w a s  t h a t  day i n  May t h a t  you. assumed t h e  job? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was 17 May, sir. 

Q And f o r  what pe r iod  d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  posi-
t i o n ?  

A. From 17  May u n t i l  sometime around t h e  1 October. 

Q 0 Then what d i d  you do? 

A. I was reass igned from t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  MACV, C O W S  
where I went t o  work f o r  Colonel PARSON. Colonel PARSON was 
t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  of  t h e  Americal Division when he  w a s  
reassigned t o  MACV, COFXlS, and arrangements were made f o r  m e  
t o  go down t h e r e  w i t h  him a s  soon as he could f i n d  a p o s i t i o n  
down there for rhe .  H e  Zound a p s s i t i c x ,  and t h a t ' s  where I 
went. 

Q - For what per iod  o f , t i r n e  d i d  you se rve  t h e r e  wi th  
Colonel PARSON? 
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A. I w a s  t h e r e  from October u n t i l  May 1969. I 
f i n i s h e d  o u t  my t o u r  i n  Vietnam t h e r e .  

Q When you a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  on o r  
about  17  May, cou ld  you d e s c r i b e  f o r  u s  t h e  personne l  i n  
headqua r t e r s  and where t hey  were l o c a t e d ?  We have h e r e  
an e x h i b i t ,  0-7, which i s  a r e n d e r i n g  o f  t h e  command b u i l d i n g  
i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  You w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  it i s n ' t  com-
p l e t e l y  t o  s c a l e ,  b u t  does it i n  g e n e r a l  conform t o  t h e  
l a y o u t  o f  t h e  command b u i l d i n g  i n  May 1 9 6 8 ?  

(The w i t n e s s  reviews E x h i b i t  0-7. ) 

To o r i e n t  you, t h e  South China Sea i s  o u t  h e r e  
and t h e  parade  ground i s  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  0-7) .  

A. Th i s  h a s  been changed c o n s i d e r a b l y  from t h e  t i m e  
I was t h e r e .  However, you want m e  t o  w r i t e  on t h i s  o r  j u s t  
e x p l a i n  it t o  you? 

Q =  I t h i n k  i f  you would w r i t e  r i g h t  on t h e r e  and 
i n d i c a t e  any changes t h a t  you would make t o  have it b e t t e r  
conformed w i t h  t h e  command b u i l d i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h a t  would 
be  h e l p f u l  t o  u s .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Those s e c t i o n s  were supposed t o  r e a l l y  mean 
a s h e l f ,  n o t  a w a l l ;  t h e  ones t h a t  you marked on. 

MR MACCRATE: A s  you e n t e r  from t h e  parade  ground,  t h e  area 
immediately ahead of  you, i t  would appear  t o  be a w a l l  on 
t h i s  drawing b u t  t h a t  i s  a c o u n t e r  o r  d i v i d e r .  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

(The w i t n e s s  reviews E x h i b i t  0-7 and marks it.) 

I f  I could  h e a r  t h e  a i d e s  names, I c o u l d  p u t  
them where t h e y  belong.  

Q Capta in .  THOMAS w a s  whose a i d e ?  

A. Genera l  GETTYS. 
Q- And who preceded him as General  KOSTER's a i d e ?  Do 
you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q. D o  you r e m e m b e r  a C a p t a i n  o r  L i e u t e n a n t  DICKENS? 

Y e s ,  t h a t  w a s  h i m .A. 

COL ARMSTRONG: D o  you r e m e m b e r  a C a p t a i n  ROBERTS? 

A. I believe he w a s  G e n e r a l  K O S T E R f s  aide, ROBERTS. 

MR MACCRATE: C a p t a i n  ROBERTS l e f g  j u s t  about the t i m e  you 
arrived,  I believe. 

A. Right, and DICKENS took it over, and then THOMAS 
took it over. 

Q. D o  you r e m e m b e r  a m a n  by t he  name of H I L L ?  

A. Specialist H I L L ?  H e  w a s  a steno. 

Q G e n e r a l  YOUNG'S and also the  chief  of s ta f f ' s?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  had a m a n  by t he  n a m e  of JOHNSON and a 
m a n  by t h e  name of H I L L .  

Q. T h e y  w e r e  i n  t h a t  area i n  t he  center of the bui ld ing?  

A.  N o ,  there w a s  one m a n .  T h e r e  w a s  a desk here and 
a desk here, r i g h t  outs ide  of the  chief  of s t a f f ' s  office.  
N o r m a l l y  w e  on ly  had on ly  one person i n  t h a t  o f f i ce  a t  any one 
t i m e .  VAN ABLE w a s  t h e  clerk t o  G e n e r a l  GETTYS, the genera l ' s  
sten0 . 
Q =  A n d  preceeding VAN ABLE? 

A. H I L L .  

Q H I L L ,  i s  t h a t  the  s a m e  H I L L  t h a t  also w o r k e d  fo r  
t h e  ch ie f  o f  s t a f f ?  

A.  Y e s .  T h e y  s w i t c h e d  these people around so m u c h ,  
O n e  day w h e n  t h e  general  w a s  o u t  they  might be o u t  here 
working, o r  t hey  w o u l d  be s o m e p l a c e  else. ' 

Q What about HERRIS?  W e  unders tand  t h a t  G e n e r a l  
KOSTERf s ,  so t o  speak, p r i v a t e  secretary w a s  a man by t h e  n a m e  
of H E R R I S .  D o e s  t h a t  coincide w i t h  your  recollection? 

T h e r e  w a s  a m a n  by t h e  n a m e  of HERRIS .  Now I 
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remember. General  YOUNG'S  s t e n o  w a s  a l s o  h i s  d r i v e r  and a l s o  
h i s  a i d e ,  a n . e n l i s t e d  a i d e .  H e  d i d n ' t  have an o f f i c e r  a t  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  I remember General  COOKSEY came i n  and 
t h e y  made Capta in  FROST-- . .  . 

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Th i s  w a s  a t  what t i m e  p e r i o d ?  

A .  I t  w a s  a f t e r  General  YOUNG l e f t .  

Q* W e l l ,  focus  i f  you w i l l  on t h e  May t o  June 1968 
p e r i o d  when you a r r i v e d .  

A. General  YOUNG was t h e r e  d u r i n g  May and June,  I 
. .know, 

. Q e  And General  YOUNG, you w i l l  r e c a l l ,  became t h e  
a c t i n g  CG. 

A. Between General  KOSTERss-- 

Q* ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  General  GETTYS? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q 0 And what w e  would l i k e  t o  have is your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of t h e  ass ignments  of people  w i t h i n  t h e  o f f i c e  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  
the d e p a r t u r e  of  General  KOSTER. 

A. Okay. 

Q- Sergean t  SAIMONS, you have now i n d i c a t e d  on E x h i b i t  

0-7 t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who occupied  p o s i t i o n s  

i n  t h e  command b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  o r  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  

you were a s s i g n e d  t h e r e .  The i n d i v i d u a l  who was t h e  adminis- 

t r a t i v e  NCO a t  t h e  t i m e  of  your a r r i v a l  and whom you r ep l aced  

w a s  who? 


A. S t a f f  Se rgean t  R I T C H I E .  

H e  had h i s  desk i n  t h e  e n c l o s e d  a r e a  j u s t  t o  t h e  . Q g  

r i g h t  of t h e  f r o n t  door a s  you came i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  When I came i n ,  t h e r e  was no e n c l o s u r e  
a t  a l l  t h e r e .  I t  was j u s t  a l a r g e  room. The desk was s i t t i n g  
towards t h e  SGS' o f  f i c e .  A t  t h a t  t ime ,  o f  cou r se ,  t h e r e  was 
one o t h e r  c l e r k  i n  t h e r e .  During t h e  p e r i o d  of  o u r  t r a n s i t i o n ,  
my assuming d u t i e s  and h i s  l e a v i n g ,  we moved t h e  c l e r k  o u t  of t he re  
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( I 0  enters t h e  hearing a t  1 0 1 0  h o u r s . )  

Q. I n  t h e  corner room w e r e  Major BEASLEY and L i e u -
tenant  CAMPBELL? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. CAMPBELL. 

Q. And L i e u t e n a n t  CAMPBELL w a s  an assistant aide t o  
G e n e r a l  KOSTER a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  . -

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

I0 : It i s  called a junior aide. 

MR MACCRATE: . And C o l o n e l  PARSON w a s  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ?  

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  yes,  sir. 

Q A n d  G e n e r a l  KOSTER w a s  t h e  c o m m a n d i n g  general? 

Y e s ,  sir. 
. . .  

Q. And the  aide t o  G e n e r a l  KOSTER w a s  C a p t a i n  DICKENS? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

I0 : Were you there a t  a l l  w h e n  C a p t a i n  ROBERTS w a s  
there? 

A. For a s h o r t  t i m e ,  yes ,  sir. He w a s  there. 

Q r He l e f t  I t h i n k .  

A. I vaguely. . r e m e m b e r  him. 

MR MACCRATE: T h e  s teno t o  G e n e r a l  KOSTER w a s  Specialist  
HERRIS? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- D o  you happen t o  reca l l  RERRISu first  n a m e ?  

A. No,  sir .  I don ' t .  

I0 : D i e t e r  HERRIS? 

MR MACCRATE: No. 
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A. No, t h a t  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q- You s a y  t h a t  you c a n ' t  recal l  t h a t  General  YOUNG 
had an a i d e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, . s i r ,  he d i d n ' t  have an a i d e  a t  t h a t  t ime .  
H e  had an e n l i s t e d  a i d e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

Q- What f u n c t i o n s  d i d  t h e  e n l i s t e d  a i d e  perform 
f o r  him? 

A *  Every th ing .  H e  w a s  h i s  c l e r k ,  h i s  p e r s o n a l  a i d e ,  
took c a r e  of  h i s  q u a r t e r s  f o r  him, and j u s t  a c t e d  i n  t h e  d u t i e s  
as an o f f i c e r  would. 

I 0 : W e l l ,  do  you remember t h a t  b e f o r e  Capta in  ROBERTS 
d e p a r t e d  t h a t  D I C K E N S  was a l s o  t h e  a i d e  t o  General  GALLOWAY? 

A. No, sir.  

MR MACCRATE: Tha t  would have been b e f o r e  Se rgean t  SAIMONS 

a r r i v a l .  


I 0 : When d i d  you a r r i v e ?  


A. On 1 7  May, approximately .  


Q- T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  During t h a t  t i m e ,  Capta in  DICKENS 

w a s  probably s i t t i n g  down f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  t i m e  i n  
t h i s  room b e f o r e  h e  became t h e  a i d s ?  

A. I f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  he was i n  t h e r e  w i t h  Major 
BEASLEY f o r  a ve ry  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t ime.  Then t h i s  L ieu t enan t  
CAMPBELL came i n .  

Q. H e  was w a i t i n g  u n t i l  ROBERTS l e f t ;  t h e n  he took 
over .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  h e  may have--ROBERTS, 
11 March t o  3 June ,  a i d e  t o  CG. No, t h o s e  d a t e s  a r e n ' t  r i g h t - -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I do remember Capta in  ROBERTS, though.  
H e  w a s  g e t t i n g  ready  t o  l e a v e  when I g o t  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you remember a L ieu tenan t  WHITE? 

A.  No, sir.  I vaguely remember t h e  name. But a s  f a r  
as t h e  p o s i t i o n  goes ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him. 
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Q. Well, according  t o  our  records ,  he was t h e  a i d e  
t o  General YOUNG. 

MR MACCRATE: But o n l y  u n t i l  22 May, which would have 
been 5 days a f t e r  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  Sergeant  SAIMONS. 

10: I t  was dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod ,  I t h i n k ,  u n t i l  such 
time as  ROBERTS, P e t '  s see . .  .. 
A. I know t h a t  dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  t h a t  I w a s  t h e r e ,  
General YOUNG d i d n ' t  have an a ide  from t h e  t i m e  I was t h e r e  
u n t i l  t h e  t ime h e  l e f t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  when he l e f t .  

Q- When General  KOSTER depar ted  and be fo re  General 
GETTYS a r r i v e d ,  and General YOUNG was a c t i n g  as t h e  CG, d i d  
DICKENS s e r v e  as h i s  a i d e  dur ing  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he d id .  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  sequence r e a l l y .  He s a i d  he w a s  
working f o r  him, s o  he  was undoubtedly working f o r  him when 
General KOSTER le f t .  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  3 weeks u n t i l  General 
GETTYS a r r i v e d  o n  t h e  scene. General YOUNG served  as CG, and 
DICKENS worked for him. 

A. During t h a t  per iod .  

MR MACCRATE: Before you a r r i v e d ,  General PEERS, Sergeant  
SAIMONS i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he remained i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  
October 1968, when he l e f t  t o  jo in  Colonel PARSON a t  CORDS, 
MACV. A s  soon a s  Colonel PARSON had found t h e  proper  
p o s i t i o n  f o r  him a t  CORDS, he went t o  Saigon. 

I 0 : And LOFTIS followed you? . -. 

A. Yes, s i ~ ,LOFTIS took over  t h e  job when I l e f t .  
Sergeant  LOFTIS' desk was s i t u a t e d  a t  t h a t  time r i g h t  here  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exhibit 0-7) 

Q - LOFTIS worked a l i t t l e  while f o r  General YOUNG, 
u n t i l  you l e f t .  A t  t h a t  t i m e - he took over  your p l a c e .  Tha t ' s  
t h e  way we understand it. 

A. He was working f o r  General YOUNG as a c l e r k ,  en-
l i s t e d  a ide .  Each one of the  genera l s  had a c l e r k .  

Q. Well, t h a t  i s  r i g h t ,  normally. 1 d o n ' t  know how 
t h i s  d i v i s i o n  handled it. 
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MR MACCRATE: When General  KOSTER l e f t ,  d i d  you assist  i n  t h e  
c l e a r i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  no t .  Tha t  w a s  handled by Se rgean t  
Major ROGERS and t h e  c l e r k s .  

Q. I had unders tood you t o  &ayt h a t ,  when General  
KOSTER l e f t ,  General  YOUNG remained, wh i l e  a c t i n g  CG, i n  h i s  
own off ice ' ,  and he  used t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  f o r  
b r i e f i n g s  on ly?  

A. Right .  The s i t u a t i o n  maps w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
commanding g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e ,  and he  used t h o s e  maps t o  con- 
d u c t  t h e  b r i e f i n g s .  However, he  mainly s t a y e d  i n  h i s  
own o f f i c e .  General  KOSTER's desk w a s  comple te ly  emptied 
o u t .  Every th ing  was taken  o f f  t h e  w a l l s .  A l l  t h e  t r o p h i e s  
and p laques  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  were moved o u t .  Also du r ing  
t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e r e  was a l o t  of  work going on i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i c e ,  p u t t i n g  i n  t h e  conso le  and a l l  new maps, I b e l i e v e .  

I0 : Did they  remove a s a f e  t o  p u t  i n  t h a t  s e c u r e  
phone? I 'm n o t  t a l k i n g  about  an u p r i g h t  s a f e ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about  a  f i e l d  s a f e .  You know t h e  k i n d  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  
about  1 4  i nches  a c r o s s  and 20 i nches  long  and about  18 
inches  deep. I t  l i f t s  up a t  t h e  t o p .  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  H e  p u t  t h e  conso le  j u s t  
t o  t h e  r i g h t  of  h i s  desk.  

MR MACCRATE: Who p l aced  t h e  conso le  t h e r e ?  Who i s  he?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. There w e r e  a  bunch of c i v i l i a n s  
i n  t h e r e .  

Q I  I thought  you were r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  as 
having done t h i s .  

A. N O ,  no. 

I0 : Frank ly ,  t h e y  had no cho ice .  T h i s  w a s  done by 
d i r e c t i o n  o f  COMUSMACV. 

MR MACCRATE: I w a s  j u s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  t i m e  frame. 

A. Th i s  was done a f t e r  General  KOSTER l e f t .  I t  w a s  
n o t  p u t  i n  w h i l e  General  KOSTER was t h e r e .  I t  w a s  d u r i n g  t h e  
i n t e r i m  p e r i o d ,  between General  KOSTER and General  GETTYS. 
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There w a s  also another  a i d e  who took over  from Captain FROST, 
b u t  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. H e  came i n  about t h e  t i m e  
I w a s  leaving.  

10: The a i d e  t o  General YOUNG? 

A. N o , ,  sir. 

Q. For whom w a s  Captain FROST a ide  to? 

A. Captain FROST was a i d e  t o  General COOKSEY. 

Q. And when d i d  General COOKSEY a r r i v e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  d a t e ,  sir. 

Q. H e  a r r i v e d  about mid-June. 

A. About t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  General YOUNG l e f t ?  

Q - Yes. W e  have General YOUNG depar t ing  on 22 June,  
and General COOKSEY a r r i v e d  on 10 June. 

A. There wasn ' t  much of  an overlap.  

Q - Y e s .  And General GETTYS a r r i v e d  s h o r t l y  there-  
af t e r ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - On General MOSTER's depar ture ,  you say t h a t  Command 
Sergeant  Major ROGERS and Captain DICKENS and HERRIS were t h e  
ones t h a t  took c a r e  of h i s  personal  o f f i c e  ma te r i a l s?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Fine.  Did he  have any papers t h a t  were under your 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  t h a t  he obtained? 

A.  No, sir. No, he d i d n ' t .  Everything t h a t  was main-
t a i n e d  i n  t h e  s a f e  i n  t h e  SGS o f f i c e  was, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  my 
responsibility. His personal papers v e r e  maintained by t h e  
s t enos  i n  a s e p a r a t e  f i l i n g  cab ine t  loca ted  i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  
r i g h t  here  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  0-7).  

Q. W e  understand t h a t ,  but I ' m  t h ink ing  i n  terms 
of perhaps some c l a s s i f i e d  o r  o f f i c i a l  papers .  
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A. NO, sir.  No, he d i d n ' t .  I mean, while  I was the re .  

0. L e t  me ask you some ques t ions  then.  Evident ly ,  
we've go t t en  down t o  t h e  pe r iod  you served  and s o  on? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q The so -ca l l ed  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968 
became a ma t t e r  of pub l i c  knowledge through t h e  r a d i o ,  t e l e -
v i s i o n ,  newspapers, magazines, and s o  on about 4 t o  5 months 
ago, i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of September o r  October of l a s t  yea r .  
Since t h a t  t ime, have you had any conversa t ions  wi th  anybody 
from t h e  America1 Divis ion concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ?  

A. NO,  sir .  

Q The r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- You have had no te lephone c a l l s ,  no personal  con-
v e r s a t i o n s ,  and no exchange of correspondence? 

A.  NO, sir.  

Q- You were c a l l e d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO? 

A =  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Sometimes r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  s e c u r i t y  and documents 
NCO? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Would you e x p l a i n  what your d u t i e s  a c t u a l l y  
amounted t o  i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A.  Yes, sir.  A l l  c l a s s i f i e d  documents were brought 
t o  me and made a mat ter  of record on t h e  document c o n t r o l  
log. Numbers were a f f i x e d  t o  t h e  same, and then they were 
given t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  t o  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  
and routed  through t h e  chain of command back down t o  me, and 
I would lock them i n  a s a f e .  The job a c t u a l l y  e n t a i l e d  much 
more. Every p i e c e  of correspondence t h a t  came i n t o  t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s  b u i l d i n g  came over my desk before  it went anyplace e l s e .  
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Q Suppose it came i n  and w a s  marked "Eyes Only, 
Personal ,  CG"? 

A. I would n o t  see it u n t i l  a f t e r  it had been given 
to  t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r ,  and he  thought  it w a s  something t h a t  
needed t o  be f i l e d  o r  t o  have research  done on t h e  information 
t h a t  he had received.  H e  would g ive  it t o  me a t  t h i s  time,. 
and I would g e t  t h e  background on whatever he  wanted it. 

Q .  What c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  papers  d i d  you log? 

A. S e c r e t ,  sir. 

Q- Did you l o g  any c o n f i d e n t i a l  papers? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember whether w e  maintained a c o n f i d e n t i a l  
log  o r  not .  I know it wasn ' t  requi red ,  and I b e l i e v e  the on ly  
t h i n g  w e  logged w e r e  s e c r e t  papers ,  sir. . -

Q. What about  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r ,  d i d  t h i s  have any-
t h i n g  t o  do wi th  i t ?  Suppose it might be f o r  o f f i c i a l  use 
only o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  t h e  s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  would have a 
c e r t a i n  import. Would it then  be logged? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - What means d i d  you have t o  keep t r a c k  of such 
papers? . 
A. The c o n f i d e n t i a l  papers ,  i f  no t  forwarded t o  one 
of t h e  G s e c t i o n s ,  were p u t  i n  t h e - s a f e ,  j u s t  maintained i n  
t h e  s a f e .  

Q *  But you had no means of  c o n t r o l  of t h e  documents? 

A *  No,. . o t h e r  than be ing  i n  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  s a f e .  

Q NOW, your l o g ,  what d i d  t h e  log  look l i k e  t h a t  you
maintained? 

A. I t  was a r e g u l a r  DA Form 455; t h e  log  number, t h e  
d a t e  of r e c e i p t ,  t h e  d a t e  of t h e  document, t h e  s u b j e c t  of  the 
document, and t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  T h a t ' s  about it. 
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Q. Now, when you completed those  f i l e s ,  what d i d  you
do wi th  them? 

A. They were maintained i n  t h e  s a f e ,  i n  t h e  c l a s s f i e d  
s a f e .  A l l  of t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  log  was maintained i n  t h e  f r o n t .  
The s e c r e t  documents were maintained i n  t h e  t o p  drawer of t h e  
s a f e .  Conf iden t i a l  documents, f o r  o f f i c i a l  use only documents, 
were maintained i n  t h e  second drawer of t h e  s a f e .  Whenever 
w e  would g e t  a document i n ,  a s e c r e t  document f o r  example, 
which would be maintained wi th in  t h e  command s e c t i o n  i t s e l f  
r a t h e r  than i n  one of t h e  G s e c t i o n s ,  we would l o g  t h i s  i n  
on t h e  logshee t  and p lace  t h e  document i n  t h e  f i l e  with t h e  
rest of t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  documents. 

. Q- When you turned  your p o s i t i o n  over  t o  Sergeant.-

LOFTIS, d i d  you have an inventory? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  a complete inventory  was made before  
Sergeant  LOFTIS signed f o r  t h e  documents. 

Q o  What d i d  he  s i g n  f o r ?  

A. He s igned f o r  a l l  t h e  s e c r e t  documents t h a t  were 
i n  t h e  s a f e .  

Q *  He d i d n ' t  have t o  s i g n  f o r  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
documents? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  whether o r  no t  w e  logged 
those  document. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we logged t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
document, no, sir. I th ink  it was just--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What d i d  you do with your r o u t i n g
s l i p s ?  

A. Pink copies? 

Q. Well, I d o n ' t  know what k ind  of  rou t ing  s l i p s  you 
used wi th in  t h e  America1 Divis ion .  Each d i v i s i o n  usua l ly  
makes up i t s  own r o u t i n g  s l i p ,  i n t e r o f f i c e -rou t ing  s l i p ?  

.. -

? A. We would j u s t  throw them away. 

Q You wou"1dn't keep them wi th  t h e  document t o  i n d i c a t e  
who had seen  t h e  dccument. 
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Q. I n .  t h e  o f f i c e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. The only  t h i n g ,  i n  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  
i t s e l f ,  it was n o t  used. I n  o t h e r  words, when a document came 
i n  t o  m e ,  I took it i n  and gave it t o  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of  
s t a f f .  It went r i g h t  on i t s  way. There w a s  no s i g n a t u r e  
placed on t h i s  th ing .  The only  time t h e  s i g n a t u r e  w a s  p u t  on 
it w a s  when it l e f t  t h e  bu i ld ing .  

Q - Yes, I understand t h a t .  But you s t i l l  had an 
i n t e r n a l  rou t ing  s l i p  of  some kind ,  very l i k e l y  the 
ch ie f  of  s t a f f  used it, as t o  whether something should go 
t o  t h e  commanding genera l ,  A D C ' s  or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  We had a r e g u l a r  mimeograph paper  
we a t t ached  t o  the-documents  t h a t  went from t h e  S G S  t o  the 
ch ie f  of  s t a f f .  Then t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  marked it - i f  it w a s  
t o  go any f u r t h e r .  Many t i m e s  i n  t h e  headquar ters ,  you would 
see.documents a l l  over ,  -everyplace.  There w a s  j u s t  no--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  But t h i s  is  one p iece  of paper t h a t  
i n d i c a t e s ,  i f  it remains a f f i x e d  t o  t h e  paper ,  whether,  f o r  
example, it had been s e n t  t o  t h e  commanding genera l  o r  A D C ' s ,  
o r  whether it had been seen by t h e  chief  of  s t a f f .  They a l l  ' 
i n i t i a l e d  i t ?  

A.  The only  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  when t h i s  document comes 
back t o  be f i l e d ,  t h a t  was t o r n  o f f  and thrown away. 

Q e  I t  was n o t  maintained with i t ?  

A .  NO, s ir .  

Q How would you know who had seen it a t  any given 
time? 

A. You wouldn't .  Once t h e  i n t e r n a l  rou t ing  s l i p  was 
t o r n  o f f  and thrown away, you wouldn't .  

Q - W e  used a d i f f e r e n t  system, f r ank ly ,  i n  o u r  
d iv i s ion .  We k e p t  t h e  rou t ing  s l i p  with t h e  documents s o  
t h a t  we would a t  a l l  t imes know who had seen i t  and what a c t i o n  
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t h e y  recommended on it. There w a s  ve ry  o f t e n  a space  
f o r  comments and remarks,  which, i n  f a c t ,  becomes a 
very p e r t i n e n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  document i t s e l f .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I n  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  s o  many t imes  t h e  
documents would go t o  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f .  He'd g e t  15 o r  
20 of  t h e  documents on h i s  desk ,  and then  h e ' d  j u s t  walk 
around and hand one of  t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  t h i s ,  and say :  
"You ought t o  s e e  t h i s . "  The documents went i n t o  t h e  r ead ing  
f i l e ,  w e  had an ADC r ead ing  f i l e  and a commanding g e n e r a l  
r ead ing  f i l e .  The SGS sc reened  a l l  of t h e  incoming messages. 
Outs ide  of j u s t  i s o l a t e d  c a s e s ,  when a message might come i n ,  
it would be  hand-car r ied  d i r e c t i l y  i n t o  t h e  SGS. Like t h e  
G3, i f  t hey  would g e t  a message i n ,  t hey  would j u s t  walk it 
ove r  and walk i n t o  t h e  SGS and s a y ,  "Have you g o t t e n  t h i s  
message? Maybe t h e  General  ought  t o  s e e  it r i g h t  away." The 
SGS would then  t a k e  it ove r  t o  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  .who would 
t a k e  it i n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l .  That  document might l a y  on h i s  
desk  f o r  4 o r  5 days .  I n  t h e  i n t e r i m  p e r i o d ,  w e  would go t o  
t h e  g e n e r a l .  The g e n e r a l  would never  g e t  t h a t  message, 
because t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  knows t h e  G3 a l r e a d y  hand-car r ied  
t h a t  message o v e r  5 days ago and gave i t  t o  him. There i s  
no p o i n t  i n  b o t h e r i n g  him w i t h  t h e  same message a g a i n ,  s o  
h e  sends  it back o u t ,  and we p u t  a l o g  number on it and f i l e  
it. 

Q I f  t h a t  happens,  somebody ought  t o  s t a r t  looking  
i n t o  your message c e n t e r  t o  f i n d  o u t  why a message- comes i n  
and t h e y  c a n ' t  g e t  a copy o v e r  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c h i e f  
of s t a f f  b e f o r e  t hey  g e t  i t  t o  t h e  3 shop. 

A. That  happened c o n s t a n t l y .  Tha t  happened a l l  t h e  
t i m e .  W e  would g e t  messages i n .  You might  t h i n k  t h e y  were 
o f  some importance and t a k e  them back and g i v e  them t o  t h e  
SGS. H e ' s  n eve r  s e e n  t h e  document b e f o r e ,  b u t  when he  t a k e s  
it t o  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  he  s a y s ,  " H e l l ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  saw t h a t  
y e s t e r d a y .  The G3 brought  it i n . "  Th i s  happened constant ly . .  

Q. When t h e  papers  were c o l l e c t e d  from t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
and t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  desk each evening ,  d i d  somebody n o t  
t a k e  a check through t h e s e  pape r s  t o  f i n d  o u t  what was i n  
t h e  i n  box and what w a s  i n  t h e  o u t  box and what w a s  i n  t h e  
h o l d  box and s o  on? 
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A. Oh, yes .  The c l e r k s  and t h e  a i d e  w e r e  t h e  people 
t h a t  picked up t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  i n  box, t h e  s t u f f  t h a t  was i n  
h i s  i n  box, and t h e y ' d  b r i n g  it t o  me. No, I t a k e  t h a t  back. 
They wouldn't  b r i n g  it t o  me .  The s t u f f  t h a t  w a s  i n  h i s  i n  
box would go i n  his s a f e .  

Q. What i f  it i s  c l a s s i f i e d ?  

A. I t  would s t i l l  go i n  t h e  s a f e ,  i n  a locked s a f e .  

Q. Did t h e y  have locked s a f e s  down t h e r e ?  We under-
s tood tha t - - thus  fa r ,  w e  have understood t h e r e  was only  one 
c l a s s i f i e d  s a f e  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  bu i ld ing ,  and you had it. 

A. That is r i g h t .  

Q- So i f  t h e r e  was any c l a s s i f i e d  documents i n  t h a t  
headquarters--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The c l a s s i f i e d  documents i n  t h e  in-
box, i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  in-box, would be picked up and hand-
c a r r i e d  down t o  me. I would lock them up i n  t h e  s a f e  u n t i l  
t h e  next  morning. A t  t h i s  time t h e  a i d e  would come i n  and 
pick up t h e  documents down t o  me, and t h e  rest of t h e  s t u f f .  
In  f a c t ,  they would b r i n g  a l l  of t h a t  down t o  me. The t h i n g s  
t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h a t  were p u t  i n  t h e i r  f i l i n g  cab ine t  
down t h e r e ,  i tems t h a t  were no t  c l a s s i f i e d .  

Q .  I f  they  were outgoing, wouldn't  they  go t o  t h e  
chief  of s t a f f  s o  he could s e e  i f  anything was w r i t t e n  on 
them before  they  come t o  you? 

A.  I n  many ins tances  it didn ' t  work t h a t  way. Most 
of t h e  time they were brought down t o  me r i g h t  o u t  of t h e  
g e n e r a l ' s  out-box. I would t a k e  it down and give it r i g h t  
t o  t h e  SGS, and h i s  d i s p o s i t i o n  was made from t h e r e .  

Q But I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  on t h i s  a minute,  a s  
t o  whether o r  no t  any c l a s s i f i e d  documents a t  a l l  w e r e  h e l d  
by t h e  c l e r k s  o r  by t h e  a ides  of t h e  genera l  i n  what they  
r e f e r  t o  a s  f i l i n g  cab ine t s?  

Q o  A s  f a r  a s  I can r e c a l l ,  t h e  answer is  no. The 
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reading f i l e s  were d i s t r i b u t e d  by t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  on some 
occasions,  and on some occasions were d i s t r i b u t e d  by myself 
o r  t h e  SGS. These were d e l i v e r e d ,  made up i n  thc morning, 
e a r l y ,  on t h e  genera l  I s  desk by 7 o clock o r  7 :3 0 .  That I s  

it r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  one you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
DA Form 4 5 5 ) ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  You might say t h i s  i s  a f a l l a c y ,  b u t  
when you t a l k  about t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  document "routed t o , "  
t h i s  many times would only be t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  

Q. Well, he has t o  make t h e  determinat ion of who 
e l s e  s e e s  i t ?  

A. I t  depended on t h e  number of copies .  I can r e c a l l  
s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  on t h e  document r e g i s t e r  where we put  CG,  
ADC, and chief  of s t a f f .  A s  f a r  a s  I know, we never l o s t  
a document. When t h e  inventory was made by Sergeant  LOFTIS,  
when he took over  t h e  documents, t h e  document r e g i s t e r  was 
complete, a s  were t h e  documents. 

Q =  We a r e  t a l k i n g  about s e c r e t  and above? 

A. Our b i g g e s t  problem, General ,  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
s o  many time t h e s e  messages and i tems of correspondence were 
hand-carr ied from t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  d i r e c t l y  t o  
t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r s  o r  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  
bypassing t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  NCO, s e c u r i t y  c h i e f ,  and s e c u r i t y  
c l e r k .  

Q. We understand t h a t  c e r t a i n  k inds  of documents t h a t  
came i n  which were u n c l a s s i f i e d  were logged i n .  Here I am 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s  and recommendations f o r  awards 
and decora t ions  t h a t  had come i n  from one of your t h r e e  
boards.  

A. J u s t  before  I l e f t ,  I s t a r t e d  an OER log .  W e  were 
having s o  much t r o u b l e  with l o s i n g  O E R 1 s  t h a t  I maintained a 
l o g  of t h e s e  O E R 1 s .  A s  f a r  a s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a log  f o r  any- 
t h i n g  e l s e ,  I d i d  n o t ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q - Awards and decora t ions  from boards? 
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A. N o .  

Q. How about  a c t i o n  paper,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  suspenses 

and s o  on? 


A. Y e s ,  sir. W e  maintained a snowflake f i l e  on t h a t .  

It  was pure ly  from t h e  s t andpo in t  of keeping up wi th  suspense 

da tes .  Of course,  t h i s  e n t a i l e d  a l l  d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of a c t i o n s .  


Q. And you turned  your documents over  t o  LOFTIS? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And he  s igned f o r  them? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

?* Did you l eave  your logs  behind? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Can you t e l l  me any reason why those  l o g s  are n o t  
i n  t h e  headquar ters  today? 

A. Y e s .  I could exp la in  t o  you why they might n o t  
be the re .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e s e  documents have a l l  been 
destroyed. I f  t h e s e  documents had been des t royed,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  w a s  probably r e t e n t i o n  f o r  one year  o r  t r a n s f e r  t o  
t h e  records c e n t e r  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
may be why they  a r e  n o t  t h e r e .  But a s  long a s  t h e  document 
i t s e l f  i s  i n  t h e  headquar ters  and it i s  on t h i s  log ,  t h i s  l o g .  
must be maintained. You d o n ' t  g e t  r i d  of t h i s  th ing .  I f  you 
t r a n s f e r  t h e  document, you d o n ' t  g e t  r i d  of it. 

Q. Would i t  no t  appear,  i f  such be t h e  case ,  t h a t  
such records should be r e t i r e d  t o  t h e  Su i t l and  document cen te r?  

A. Over a pe r iod  of a yea r  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  of  
those  documents t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  poss ib ly  have been t r a n s f e r r e d .  
They were s t i l l  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  opera t ion  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I f  
t h e  logs  a r e  missing,  it would seem t o  me t h e r e  . i s  an i r r egu-
l a r i t y  someplace. 
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Q. This  i s  Qne of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  concerns  us .  This  
is one of t h e  reasons  you ' r e  h e r e  r i g h t  now. 

A. I would d e f i n i t e l y  say  t h a t  a c e r t a i n  amount of 
t h e s e  l o g s  d e f i n i t e l y  should  be t h e r e .  

. . 

Q .  O r  a t  l e a s t  w e  should  be a b l e  t o  f i n d  them i n  t h e  
f i l e s  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i f  t hey  w e r e  r e t i r e d .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  i s  r i g h t ,  a b s o l u t e l y .  This  i s  t h e  
on ly  r eco rd  t h e r e  i s ,  r i g h t  h e r e .  

Q- You're s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  l o g s  w e r e  t u r n e d  ove r  t o  
LOFTIS when you depar ted?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Did you have a p h y s i c a l  l i s t i n g  o f  documents 
which he  s igned  f o r ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q.  And t h a t  should  be i n  t h e  r e t i r e d  f i l e  a s  w e l l ,  
r i g h t ?  

A. D e f i n i t e l y  . 
MR MACCRATE: Had you s igned  a s i m i l a r  i nven to ry  when you took 
o v e r  from Se rgean t  RITCHIE? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d ,  s ir .  

I0 : You took over  from RITCHIE? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

MR MACCRATE: What was Sergeant  R I T C H I E '  s f i r s t  name? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  H e  was t h e r e  a  very s h o r t  t i m e  
b e f o r e  he l e f t .  

Q Did you know where he is today? 

A. When he l e f t  t h e r e ,  he was g e t t i n g  o u t  of t h e  Serv ice?  
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Q. Do you know where h i s  home was? 

A. No, s i r .  I have no  i d e a .  

I0: H e  w a s  t h e r e  f o r  j u s t  a s h o r t  t i m e  a f t e r  you 
a r r i v e d .  How l o n g  had he  been t h e r e ,  do you- know? 

A. H e  h a d  been t h e r e  q u i t e  a whi le .* 

Q Had you m e t  a man t h e r e  by t h e  name o f  ALVIS? 

A. The name i s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  a t  a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: How were  t h e  cop ie s  of  t h e  l o g s  s t o r e d ?  Were 
they  i n  l o o s e l e a f  notebooks? 

A. No, s ir .  These w e r e  main ta ined  i n  a f o l d e r  i n  the 
s a f e  a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  c l a s s i f i e d  secret. This  l o g  w a s  c l a s s i f i e d  
s e c r e t  because the  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  t i t l e s  w e r e  sometimes 
c l a s s i f i e d  secret. Th i s  a secret document w i t h i n  i tself .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Suppose you r e g i s t e r e d  a s h e e t  f u l l  o f  t h e s e ,  
and t h e n  subsequen t ly  des t royed  a l l  o f  t h e  documents s o  
r e g i s t e r e d ?  

A. You would s t i l l  main ta in  t h i s .  You would n o t  
throw it away, t h a t ' s  f o r  s u r e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  r e c o r d  t h a t  
shows what your d i s p o s i t i o n  is .  

10: I r r e s p e c t i v e  of  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  h e r e ,  w e  are 
t a l k i n g  about  secret and above. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you main ta ined  
t o p  s e c r e t  documents i n  your  headqua r t e r s?  

A.  No, s i r .  W e  did no t .  The t o p  secret documents 
w e r e  b rought  o v e r ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h e  SGS w a s  the o n l y  one,  
t h e  lowes t  imd iv idua l ,  t o  s i g n  a r e c e i p t  f o r  a t o p  secret 
document. However, on t h e  i n s i d e  of t h e  cover  of  t h e  t o p  
s e c r e t  document was t h e  s h e e t  t h a t  anno ta t e s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  
names who have s e e n  t h i s  document. 

Q .  Those were probably mainta ined i n  your  TOC, 
I would imagine,  where you had s e c u r i t y  a t  a l l  t imes?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. Any o t h e r  c l a s s i f i e d  document coming i n t o  t h e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l  o r  whatever  it may 
b e ,  would come over  t o  your desk? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Anything t h a t  came i n  through d i s t r i b u -  
t i o n  would come over  my desk.  

Q. Suppose something was hand-ca r r i ed  t o  t h e  ch i e f  
of s t a f f ?  

A. T h a t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y .  

Q. I t  is  a d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y  I want t o  g e t  down t o .  
Suppose t h i s  was "Conf iden t i a l  and Eyes Only t o  t h e  Commanding 
General .  " 

A. Y e s ,  s 3 r .  

Q. Suppose it came i n  two cop ie s .  What would b e  t h e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of such papers?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I can r e c a l l ,  General ,  I ' v e  never  s een  
a document come i n  marked "Eyes Only" i n  more than  one copy. 
It was u s u a l l y  on a b l u e  message form, t i s s u e  t y p e ,  

Q- You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  message. You 
are t a l k i n g  about  messages? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. But I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  p e r s o n a l  correspondence,  
something o f  t h i s  ca tegory?  

A. I n  o u r  s a f e ,  I had a f o l d e r  t h a t  was marked f o r  
each of t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s .  I n  t h e s e  f o l d e r s  were i t e m s  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c l a s s i f i e d  i t e m s ,  b u t  items t h a t  w e r e  stamped 
"Eyes Only." These were main ta ined ,  b u t  not many of  them, i n  
t h a t  s a f e .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the  document, of 
t h e  paper  i t s e l f ,  I would on ly  be  handed the paper  and t o l d  
t o  p u t  it i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  f i l e .  Tha t  would b e  it. So I 
can 't say .  

Q. You never  looked i n  t h e s e  f i l e s ?  
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A. Oh, yes, 

9. To see what w a s  i n  them? 

A. Oh, y e s .  I d i d  look i n  them, I c e r t a i n l y  d i d .  
There w a s  many t h i n g s  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  I thought  w e  shou ld  g e t  
r i d  o f .  There w a s  no p o i n t  i n  keeping a l l  of  t h a t  junk. 
A l l  w e  w e r e  d o i n g  was j u s t  f i l l i n g  up t h e  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t .  
But as f a r  a s  I can recall ,  t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  e v e r  t aken  o u t  
o f  t hose  f i l e s .  

Q W e l l ,  this i s  t h e  f i l e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  I ' m  a s k i n g  
you about.  When Genera l  KOSTER l e f t  f o r  West p o i n t ,  d i d  h e  
p i c k  up t h a t  f i l e  o f  h i s  and t a k e  it w i t h  him? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he  d i d ,  sir. I b e l i e v e  he d i d .  

Q Th i s  is t h e  reason  why w e ' r e  a s k i n g  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  

A. Now w e  are g e t t i n g  down t o  it. I f  I remember 
c o r r e c t l y ,  h e  d i d  t a k e  h i s  f o l d e r  w i t h  him. 

Q.  W e l l ,  do you remen-her t o  whom yon gave it o r  t h e  
c i rcumstances?  

A.  Genera l ,  I d o n ' t  know who I gave i t . t o ,  I d o n ' t  
remember. I t  may have been t o  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f .  I may have 
given it t o  him t o  t h e  g e n e r a l .  

Q Did you a l s o  have one f o r  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ?  

A. Yes, sir .  One f o r  Colonel  PARSON, one f o r  t h e  
two A D C ' s ,  and one f o r  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  y e s ,  sir.  I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  p o s i t i v e l y ,  b u t  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  I gave 
t h a t  t o  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  Major POWELL, t o  make 
s u r e  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  g o t  it, o r  a t  l e a s t  s c r eened  it t o  
determine what s t u f f  h e  wanted o u t  of  t h e r e .  There w e r e  no 
c l a s s i f i e d  documents main ta ined  i n  t h a t  f o l d e r ,  though,  I 
can say t h a t .  I n  thk generals" f o l d e r s  and i n  t h e  c h i e f  of 
s t a f f ' s  f o l d e r ,  t h e r e  were no c l a s s i f i e d  documents. The 
c l a s s i f i e d  documents were main ta ined  s e p a r a t e l y ,  a l l  of 
them. 

Q = W e l l ,  what i f  t hey  were c o n f i d e n t i a l ?  
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A. I t ' s  poss ib le  t h e r e  may have been c o n f i d e n t i a l  i n  
the re .  

Q .  You kep t  your s e c r e t  documents i n  t h e  t o p  drawer,
and t h e  o t h e r s  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  second drawer? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- So b a s i c a l l y  we pay l i t t l e  more a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents than t o  f o r  o f f i c i a l  use only 
o r  u n c l a s s i f i e d  papers ,  but  t h e r e  i s n ' t  any method of 
c o n t r o l l i n g  them. A s  f a r  a s  you a r e  concerned, t h e r e  could 
be anything i n  t h e r e  below s e c r e t ,  and they  would a l l  be 
b a s i c a l l y ,  t h e  same. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  could very we l l  be.  

9- Before we go i n t o  broader  f i e l d s ,  do you have any
procedura l  ques t ions?  

MR MACCRATE: Would you desc r ibe  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of such 
f o l d e r s .  Would t h e r e  be a f i l e  number on them? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  they would have r e g u l a r  345-215 f i l e  
des ignat ions .  

I0: What do you mean by t h a t ?  

A .  Well, each f o l d e r ,  depending on t h e  broad scope 
of t h e  s u b j e c t ,  would have t h e  f i l e  'number and t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t  on it. You would have t h e  
f i l e  number, then you would have t h e  s u b j e c t ,  t h e  broad 
s u b j e c t ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  paper  s u b j e c t .  

Q We a r e  j u s t  t a l k i n g .  Remember now, t h e  ques t ion  
M r .  MACCRATE asked you was about t h e  pe r sona l  f o l d e r .  

A. They were n o t  formal o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  I t  
j u s t  had t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  name w r i t t e n  on it. 

MR MACCRATE: Was it an open f i l e  o r  was it wi th  a c losed top?  

A.  One of t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r ' s  f o l d e r s  had a c losed  
top .  I t  was one of  those  according f o l d e r s  o f .  the--. 
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( In te rpos ing)  Mahogany i n  c o l o r ?10: 

A. However, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  which genera l .  I b e l i e v e  
it w a s  General KOSTER1s, because I remember General GALLOWAY1s 
and General YOUNGns and General COOKSEY's w e r e  j u s t  r e g u l a r  
manila f o l d e r s ,  open t o p  type.  

Q. I n  t h o s e  f o l d e r s ,  d i d  you have them fas tened  i n  
wi th  Acco f a s t e n e r s  and maintain a chronologica l  l o g  on them 
t o  i n d i c a t e  when they  were rece ived  and where they  came from, 
e t  cetera? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. I t  w a s  j u s t  paper ,  j u s t  thrown i n  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
f i l e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. They w e r e  j u s t  i n  the re .  

MR MACCRATE: Who was respons ib le  f o r  p l a c i n g  t h e  papers  i n  
t h e  genera l  I s  f o l d e r  and t a k i n g  them ou t?  

A. Ac tua l ly ,  t h e r e  was no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  It w a s  
j u s t  a mat ter  of somebody saying ,  "Put t h i s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
fo lde r .. . " 

Q Who d i d  t h a t ?  

A. That was e i t h e r  myself o r  t h e  SGS o r  t h e  jun io r  
a i d e ,  sometimes e v e n .. . t h e  s e n i o r  a ide .  ' 

I0 : I t  a l s o  could have been h i s  s t eno ,  c o u l d n ' t  i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  

Q - Well, t h e  reason t h a t  I suspec t  t h e s e  f o l d e r s  con-
t a i n e d  a t  l e a s t  c o n f i d e n t i a l  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i f  it were m-
c l a s s i f i e d ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  could have kep t  it i n  h i s  desk. 

A ,  Very t r u e ,  

Q With no problem a t  a l l .  

.A. Very t r u e .  
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Q- A s  a mat t e r  of f a c t ,  i f  h i s  o f f i c e  were locked and 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  were locked, he could keep f o r  o f f i c i a l  use only  
i n  t h e r e  and s t i l l  be wi th in  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n .  

A. There i s  something else we have t o  cons ide r ,  too .  
A l o t  of  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  papers  were maintained by h i s  s t e n o  
back i n  t h a t  back o f f i c e ,  papers  t h a t  probably I would have 
never seen.  

MR MACCRATE: What was t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between what t h e  s t e n o  
maintained o u t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of h i s  desk and what came back 
i n t o  t h e  f o l d e r  t h a t  you had i n  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  s a f e ?  

A. A l l  I could say i s  t h a t  was between t h e  g e n e r a l ,  
h i s  a i d e ,  and h i s  s t eno .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I know. 

Q. But you know t h a t  some t h i n g s  were brought  t o  you 
t o  pu t  i n  t h i s  f o l d e r  t h a t  was maintained i n  t h e  ch ie f  of 
s t a f f ' s  s a f e ,  and o t h e r  th ings  remained wi th  t h e  s t e n o  of t h e  
genera l .  

A. This  i s  t r u e ,  yes .  

10: Would it be f a i r  t o  say t h a t  what was i n  your s a f e ,  
i f  it were u n c l a s s i f i e d ,  w a s  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of an o f f i c i a l  pa- 
p e r  o r  s e m i o f f i c i a l ,  a s  compared t o  pe r sona l  o r  p r i v a t e  papers  
and s o  on t h a t  he might w r i t e  t o  h i s  family o r  f r i e n d s  back i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s ,  o r  th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  

A. I would say it would be more of an o f f i c i a l  n a t u r e  
maintained i n  my s a f e ,  and more of an u n o f f i c i a l  n a t u r e  main- 
t a i n e d  i n  t h e  f i l i n g  cab ine t .  

Q. A s  a  genera l  r u l e ,  I th ink  t h a t  would apply.  

MR MACCRATE: I th ink  t h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

COL ARMSTRONG: It  was common knowledge throughout t h e  command 
t h a t  t h e s e  f o l d e r s  e x i s t e d  i n  t h a t  s a f e ? .  

A. Throughout t h e  command headquarters .  

Q. On t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c l e r k s  and t h e  a i d e s .  The 
genera l s  .probably  d i d n ' t  even know about i t ?  
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A. T h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h a t ' s  very p o s s i b l e ,  However, 
I can r e c a l l  some i tems coming back. "Put t h i s  i n  my f i l e , "  
was w r i t t e n  a c r o s s  t h e  t o p  of them. 

Q. But t h e  SGS knew about i t ?  

A. Oh, yes .  

10: But t h e y  d i d n ' t  have access .  Who had access  t o  
t h a t  s a f e ?  

A. I had access  t o  it, and Major POWELL had access  
t o  it. He and I had access  t o  t h a t  s a f e .  However, through-
o u t  t h e  day j u s t  about anybody t h a t  worked i n  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  
had access  t o  it. 

Q - Do you mean you'd l e t  people o r  one of those sec-
r e t a r i e s  come down t h e r e  and t a k e  papers ou t  of  it wi thout  
you c o n t r o l l i n g  it i n  any way?. 

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  sir. 

Q I 'm a sk ing  t h e  ques t ion .  

A. Well, what I ' m  s ay ing ,  a person could come i n t o  
Lieutenant  CAMPBELL and say ,  "I need a f o l d e r  on t h i s  oper-
a t i o n . "  L ieu tenan t  CAMPBELL would pick it up and hand him 
t h e  document, and he would t a k e  it away. A s  f a r  as out-and-
o u t  access  t o  t h e  s a f e ,  anybody going i n  t h e r e  and g e t t i n g - ' 

i n t o  it, no. 

Q- I f  one of t h e  a ides  wanted one of  t h e  genera l  's 
personal  f i l e s ,  he would come t o  you. and say ,  "May I s e e  t h e  
genera l  's pe r sona l  f i l e ? "  

A. There i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  of  a problem t h e r e ,  too ,  
because of my being  separa ted  from t h e  con ta ine r .  The con ta ine r  
was i n  another  room from where I s a t .  I t  was much e a s i e r  f o r  
t h e  a ide  t o  come i n  and say t o  Major POWELL o r  t o  t h e  jun io r  
a i d e ,  "I need t h i s  p i e c e  of paper ou t  of t h i s  s a f e . "  One of  
t h e  two of them would g e t  up and g e t  it. 

Q- So you weren ' t  always s u r e  of what was coming, and 
going then? 
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A. D e f i n i t e l y  n o t ,  s i r ,  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t .  I used t o  
run  myself ragged around t h e r e  sometimes j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  keep 
up w i t h  c l a s s i f i e d  documents t h a t  w e r e  f l o a t i n g  around t h a t  
b u i l d i n g  wi thou t  a s i g n a t u r e ,  which w a s  normal. I t  was nor-
mal e v e r  s i n c e  I have been i n  the Amy t o  work t h a t  way i n  
one s m a l l  o f f i c e  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- But you should  have t h o s e  back e v e r y  n i g h t .  

And I would g e t  them back. 

Q. So you would be  a b l e  t o  know whether  o r  n o t  you 
had them? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. I would g e t  them back.  I have had t o  
go sometimes as f a r  as t h e  TOC t o  g e t  them back,  b u t  I ' v e  g o t  
them back. 

I0: For  a  minute ,  l e t ' s  g e t  away from procedures  and 
people  i n  t h e  ; l eadquar te rs .  D o  you r e c a l l  t h e  f o r n a t i o n  of 
Task Force Barker ,  when it w a s  a c t i v a t e d ,  and g e n e r a l l y  where 
it was o p e r a t i n g ?  

A.  N o ,  sir .  When 1 f i r s t  s o t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  t h e r e  
w a s  a newspaper a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  ~ t a ; s  and S t r i p e s  regakding  
t h e  Task Force  Barker  o p e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i .  
I r ead  t h i s  i n  t h e  newspaper, c u t  it o u t ,  and s e n t  i t  t o  my 
wife .  

Q. That  w a s  i n  t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s ?  

A.  I n  f a c t ,  I have s t i l l  g o t  t h e  c l i p p i n g .  

Q. I 'd  l i k e  ve ry  much t o  see t h a t .  

A. I t  exp la ined  t h e  whole o p e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  v i l -  
l a g e  of  My L a i ,  e x a c t l y  what happened. ' T h a t ' s  my o n l y  know- 
l edge  of  t h e  incident . .  

Q. What w a s  t h e  d a t e  t h a t  you jo ined?  

A.  About 1 7  May. 

Q e  On 1 7  May? 
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A. And I c u t  t h i s  a r t i c l e  o u t  of t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  
newspaper and p u t  a n o t a t i o n ,  wrote  a n o t a t i o n  r i g h t  bes ide  iF, 
and s e n t  it t o  my wife .  

Q- How long  a f t e r  you jo ined  t h e  d i v i s i o n  d i d  you 
see t h i s  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s ?  

A. I t  must have been r i g h t  a f t e r  I joined t h e  d i v i -
s ion .  I t  must have been r i g h t  about then.  

Q. Between t h e  10 th  and t h e  end of t h e  month of May. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I f  you'd l i k e ,  I can pu t  t h a t  i n  t h e  
~ a i Pt o  you. 

Q I would a p p r e c i a t e  it. 

A. You can have it i n  a couple  of days. 

Q This  i s  a l i t t l e  unusual f o r  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  t o  '2 
t a l k  about a s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  f a r  back. A r e  you s u r e  i t  was i'c 
S t a r s  and S t i p e s ,  o r  cou ld  it have been i n  The Observer.- o r  6 
The Reporter? 3 

A .  No, s ir- I t  was t h e  -S t a r s  and S t r i p e s .  I ' m  a l -
g o s t  p o s i t i v e  it was. However, I d o n ' t  have t h e  d a t e  o r  any-
t h i n g  on it a t  all. A l l  I ' v e  g o t  i s  t h e  c l i p p i n g  I c l i p p e d  
o u t .  I 'm  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s .  

Q Did it have any p i c t u r e s  of  r i f lemen?  

A. S e v e r a l  p i c t u r e s  s f  r i f leman moving a c r o s s  t h e  
r i c e  paddies ,  

Q - Well, I would ask t h a t  you send t h i s  and t h e  d a t e  
of it i n  t o  us ,  i f  you by chance have t h e  d a t e ,  un le s s  it 
appears  on t h e  a r t ic le  i t s e l f .  

A .  I can p o s s i b l y  go back through some o ld  correspon-
dence and come up wi th  a d a t e ,  c l o s e  d a t e .  

Q W e l l ,  you were f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  
had been a Task Force Barker? 
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A. Oh, yes .  But my a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  Task Force Bar-
k e r  w a s  from t h a t  newspaper c l ipp ing .  

Q a  
I n  your c l a s s i f i e d  f i l e s ,  have you seen a r e p o r t  

o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  from t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  11th 
Brigade t o  t h e  commanding genera l  o f  t h e  America1 Division? 

A. NO, s i rp  I d id  not .  

,Q A con£i d e n t i a l  document? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - I ' l l  show you t h i s  paper.  Give me Exh ib i t  R-21, 
p lease .  

(The recorder  d i d  as i n s t r u c t e d . )  

A s  previous ly  s t a t e d ,  t h i s  i s  a r e p o r t  of  inves-
t i g a t i o n  da ted  2 4  Apr i l ,  t o  t h e  commandi.ng genera l  of t h e  
America1 Divis ion from t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade. This  has  been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  as Exhibit 
R-1. I wish you would look a t  j u s t  t h e  f i r s t  two pages first, 

(The wi tness  reviews t h e  . f i r s t  two pages of R-1.)  

9- Give me t h e  11 A p r i l  paper.  

(The recorder  d i d  as i n s t r u c t e d . )  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s  paper  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  R-1). I 
do no t  r e c a l l  t h i s  paper. 

Q. How do you suppose t h a t  paper  w a s  i n  t h e  headquar--
ters and you d i d n ' t  s ee  i t ?  

A* I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  it was i n  t h e  s a f e .  

Q .  What s a f e ?  

A. I n  t h e  s a f e  i n  t h e  SGS o f f i c e ,  and i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  see it. I c a n ' t  hones t ly  say t h a t  I hci;fc 
n o t  seen it. I can j u s t  say  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  it an?. L 
don ' t .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember it. 
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Q. This  i s  a t r u e  copy and n o t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n ,  
a s  you can see. Now, t u r n  t o  t h e  f o u r t h  page,  and look a t  
t h a t  document. See i f  you have e v e r  seen t h i s  document i n  
your s a f e ,  e i t h e r  by i t s e l f ,  two pages ,  o r  a t t a c h e d  t o  ano the r  
document such as i n  t h i s  ca se .  

The name o f  Son My--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Son My, yes .  

A. Sounds f a m i l i a r ,  i t  i s  f a m i l i a r .  But I c a n ' t  p u t  
any th ing  w i t h  it. 

Q- Could you p l a c e  o t h e r  names such a s  Tu Cung, Co 
Luy, o r  Son Tinh? 

A. No. Son My, of  c o u r s e ,  Son Tinh,  and Quang Ngai, 
I know t h o s e  p l a c e s .  J u s t  something seems t o  r i n g  a b e l l  on 
Son My. 

Q e  Y e s .  

A. A s  f a r  as s e e i n g  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  pape r ,  no,  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  so .  I n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  w e  had--what do you c a l l  it, 
propaganda? 

Q- ~ s y c h o l o g i c a lo p e r a t i o n s ?, . 

A. Right .. . Now Major HOLTOM--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H-0-L-T-0-143 

A. Most of h i s  d e a l i n g s  were d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  
and wi th  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  and t h e s e  propaganda l e a f l e t s  and 
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  used  t o  be  brought  i n .  But t h e y  would be  
brought  i n  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r  t o  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f .  

Q Th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  copy I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  h e r e  was 
r e p o r t e d  t o  have been s e n t  by t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  11 th  
Brigade t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
a long  wi th  ano the r  paper  which I ' l l  show you i n  a few moments. 
This  would have been i n  t h e  t ime frame of about  mid-April.  

(Witness reviews R-1.) 
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which was r e p o r t e d  t o  have been de l ive red  t o  headquarters  of 
t h e  America1 Divis ion .  

( I 0  shows wi tness  Exh ib i t  M-36.) 

You n o t i c e  t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  it i s  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s  f a m i l i a r .  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This i s  f a m i l i a r .  Some of t h e  
phrases  i n  he re  I r e c a l l .  

Q - W e  know t h a t  t h i s  p i e c e  of paper was picked up by 
General KOSTER from General TOAN. 

A. This  is awfully f a m i l i a r ,  o r  another  one very s i m -
i l a r  t o  it. Thi s  i s  very f a m i l i a r .  

Q You t h i n k  you've seen t h i s  paper.  

E i t h e r  t h i s  one o r  one very s i m i l a r  t o  it. 

Q. One t h a t  i s  very s i m i l a r  t o  it i s  t h e  one s t a r t i n g  
on page four  of E x h i b i t  R-1. Do you th ink  t h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  
is more toward--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  sounds more . l i k e. what I th ink  
I read. 

Q. Well, i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  something l i k e  tha t - - I  
must be honest  w i t h  you. This  p a r t i c u l a r  copy was picked up 
from General TOAN i n  t h e  Vietnamese. We d i d  n o t  g e t  from him 
an English t r a n s l a t i o n .  This English t r a n s l a t i o n  was made 
by Lieutenant  Colonel STANBERRY around t h e  f i r s t  of t h i s  year .  

A. I can r e c a l l  t h i s  phrase ,  "American guns a r e  i n  
your hands. P o i n t  t o  American heads and shoot*" I remember 
t h a t  phrase.  Of course ,  it could have been i n  anything. It 
could have been i n  another  document of t h e  same th ing .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s ?  No, t h e  t o p  o f  the 
second page, where it s t a r t s  t a l k i n g  about Son Tinh and Tinh 
Khe Vi l l age ,  Son M y .  

(SAIMONS) 32 APP T-324 

FOR. . OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. I remember reading something about t h a t ,  Son My. 
I t  j u s t  r i n g s  a b e l l  with me. I remember it. 

Q. Do you remember? 

A. I d o n D t  remember t h e  name My La i .  

Q e  
 W e l l ,  i n  t h e  Vietnamese documents, you s e e ,  t h e r e  
is  no--they do no t  r e f e r  t o  t h e s e  a s  My La i .  This  is  where 
we run ac ross  t h e  con t rad ic t ion .  On our  maps t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  
and so  f o r t h ,  t h e  hamlets ,  a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  My L a i ,  My Lai  
t h i s  and My La i  t h a t ,  ( l ) ,( 2 ) ,  ( 3 ) ,  ( 4 ) ;  ( 5 ) , and ( 6 ) .  But 
t h e  Vietnamese r e f e r  t o  t h i s  a s  Son My. Then they  have t h e  
hamlet of Tu Cung, which was subd iv i s ions ,  one of which would 
be My Lai  ( 4 ) .  There is  another  hamlet by t h e  name of Co Luy, 
and t h e r e  i s  another  hamlet by t h e  name of My L a i ,  which i s  
b a s i c a l l y  what people used t o  r e f e r  t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e .  But it 
i s  a l l  Son My Vi l l age .  

A. This  phrase down h e r e  t o o ,  "Americans guns a r e  
i n  your hands. Po in t  t o  American heads and shoot! " I r e c a l l  
t h a t  phrase.  

Q - This  i s  somewhat unusual because t h i s  i s  somewhat 
i n ' r e p r i s a l  f o r  what may have happened, coming back t o  t h i s  
upper paragraph,  t o  t a k e  r e p r i s a l  a g a i n s t  t h e  Americans. 

A. I wonder i f  I might say something. I r e c a l l  t h a t  
t h e  inc ident - - I  c a n ' t  pu t  a d a t e  with i t ,  b u t  I r e c a l l  an in-
c i d e n t  where t h e r e  was--might n o t  have anything t o  do with 
what we a r e  t a l k i n g  about.  We had an i n c i d e n t  where t h e r e  was 
a rape  of two Vietnamese nurses  and k i l l i n g  of a Vietnamese 
p r i s o n e r ,  b u t  most of t h i s  t h i n g  was brought  o u t .  I t  was a 
cour t -mar t ia l .  I ' m  j u s t  wondering i f  t h a t ' s  n o t  maybe what 
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l ,  r a t h e r  than  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  
I t  might have been t h e r e .  

Q. The one you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about happened a l i t t l e  b i t  
l a t e r ,  and t h e  cour t -mar t ia l  c a r r i e d  over  i n t o  a couple of 
months l a t e r .  We a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  one,  which d id  have 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which was conducted. The i n c i d e n t  occurred 
ac ross  t h e  Tra Khuc River from Quang Ngai C i t y ,  up toward Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  Headquarters.  

A. Right.  
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Q The i n c i d e n t  occurred dur ing  t h e  time t h a t  General 
YOUNG was t h e  a c t i n g  d i v i s i o n  commander, and an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was conducted and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  were brought t o  t r i a l .  But 
what we're  t a l k i n g  about is t h i s  a rea  on t h e  e a s t  of  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t .  General ly  speaking, t h e  a r e a  shown i n  orange, 
which i s  about the conf ines  of  t h e  Son My Vi l l age  a r e a  ( r e f e r -
r i n g  t o  Exh ib i t  MAP-1) . 

You w i l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  map, you s e e  a blowup of  
it, of t h e  U . S .  v e r s i o n ,  and you w i l l  s e e  My Lai  t h e r e .  You ' l l  
s e e  My Lai  ( l ) ,(21, (31, ( 4 1 ,  (51, and (6). You do n o t i c e ,  
however, you see t h e  word Son My. That i s  t h e  name of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Now, going t o  a d i f f e r e n t  document, i n  back of 
these  two pages,  y o u ' l l  s e e  a  Vietnamese ve r s ion  and you w i l l  
s ee  t h e  English v e r s i o n  on top.  

A. I d ~ n ' tr e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s .  

Q Notice again ,  t h i s  i s  a r ecen t  t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  
document t h a t  w a s  given t o  General KOSTER. Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  
t h e r e  i s  no c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  on it. The Vietnamese vers ion ,  how-
ever ,  does have a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  on it. I ' m  going t o  have 
t h i s  t r a n s l a t e d  and s o  i n d i c a t e d ,  b u t  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, it 
may mean some pe r sona l  marking of  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Now, t h e  reason I show you t h i s  l a s t  copy, t h i s  
English copy, whether it has a l l  t hese  stamps and s o  f o r t h  a t  
t h e  moment i s  q u i t e  i r r e l e v a n t .  The con ten t  i s  i d e n t i c a l .  A 
copy of t h i s ,  a long wi th  t h e  propaganda which you saw, were 
made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  commanding genera l  of t h e  Americal Divi-
s i o n  about mid-April. 

A. I do. . n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  one, t h i s  paper.  

Q Let  m e  ask you about another  paper.  Based upon 
t h i s  paper ,  t h e  commanding genera l  of t h e  Americal Divis ion 
wrote a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  11th  Brigade 
i n  which he says  t h a t  he had rece ived  a r e p o r t  of  an a l l e g a t i o n  
from t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion r e l a t i n g  
a  r e p o r t  r ece ived  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of Son Tinh Distr ict  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of women and c h i l d r e n ,  non-
combatants, were k i l l e d  i n  Son My Vi l lage  about mid-March, 
and then d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be conducted. A copy 
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would have gone i n  h i s  f i l e s ,  and he would have mailed t h e  
l e t t e r  h imsel f .  He would have phys ica l ly  pu t  it i n  an enve-
lope  and mailed it, o r  it would have gone i n  a pouch. 

Q - To t h e  br igade c o u r i e r .  

A. That i s  r i g h t .  

Q. To your knowledge, a s ide  from t h i s  one p iece  of 
propaganda which you may have seen ,  which you seem t o  r eco l -
lect  see ing  something l i k e  t h a t ,  you haven ' t  seen any of t h e s e  
papers .  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  them. 

MR MACCRATE: You say you would n o t  have seen  t h e  l e t t e r  when 
it went o u t  dur ing  Apr i l?  You had n o t  y e t  a r r i v e d ?  

A .  That is  r i g h t .  

Q However, t h e r e  would be presumably a f i l e  copy of 
any such d i r e c t i v e  going t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  11th  
Brigade. Where i n  normal course w i t h i n  t h e  headquar ters ,  would 
a d i r e c t i v e  from t h e  commanding genera l  t o  a commanding o f f i c e r  
of a br igade  f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f i n d  i t s  home. I n t o  what 
f i l e  would t h a t  go? 

A *  This  would probably,  s i r ,  be maintained i n  t h e  
s t e n o ' s  f i l e  f o r  t h e  genera l .  I n  o t h e r  words, he maintained 
a l l  of t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  correspondence, a t  l e a s t  95  pe rcen t  of it. 

Q. This would c e r t a i n l y  be i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of an o f f i c i a l  
d i r e c t i v e ,  wouldnst i t ?  

A. Yes, it probably would be.  

Q- Would it come under some of  t h e  c o n t r o l s  of t h e  
headquarters?  

A.  Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  General KOSTER r e l i e d  very 
heavi ly  on h i s  a i d e  and h i s  s teno .  I n  f a c t ,  every th ing  t h a t  
w a s  done f o r  him was done by t h e  s t e n o  o r  t h e  a i d e .  The only  
time--and I c a n ' t  even say t h a t .  I cannot hones t ly  say t h a t  
t h a t  c l e r k  would n o t  stamp t h a t  t h i n g  c o n f i d e n t i a l  and dispose 
of it through normal channels without  coming through me. I 
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c a n ' t  say t h a t .  Th i s  i s  very,  very poss ib le .  

COL ARMSTRONG: But you s a i d  i f  it was a c o n f i d e n t i a l  document, 
t h e  c l e r k  would p u t  it i n  your s a f e ?  

A. He was supposed t o .  He was supposed t o  b r i n g  it 
up t o  me, and I would p u t  it i n  t h e  s a f e .  

. -

Q Could h e  have taken it t o  Lieutenant  CAMPBELL--

A- ( In te rpos ing)  This  is  t r u e .  

Q O r  t h e  SGS, and ask them t o  p u t  it i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
f o l d e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q t  H e  cou ld  have a l s o ,  a g a i n s t  r e g u l a t i o n s  and s o  
f o r t h ,  kept  it i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  f i l e  i n  h i s  o , f f i ce  o r  i n  h i s  
own o f f i c e .  

A. I f  i t  was c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  he could do t h a t  a s  long 
a s  it i s  i n  a locked conta iner .  Wait a minute, t h a t ' s  n o t  
r i g h t  e i t h e r .  Against  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  he could have maintained 
it i n  t h a t  f i l i n g  cab ine t .  

10: Could t h e r e  have been a f o l d e r  i n  t h e  papers  of 
General KOSTER t h a t  was marked "Eyes Alone, " "Personal ,  " o r  
"Eyes Only" t h a t  you would n o t  have looked i n t o .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The only time t h a t  I can remember g e t -
t i n g  i n t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  f o l d e r  was--I d i d n ' t  know what it 
was. I can remember t ak ing  t h e  f o l d e r  o u t ,  s e t t i n g  it on t h e  
corner  of Lieutenant  CAMPBELL'S desk, and opening it. I look-
e d  i n s i d e  of  it, and t h e r e  was w r i t t e n  r i g h t  on t h e  outs ide :  
"Major General KOSTER, CG, America1 Divis ion."  I f  I remember 
it, it was w r i t t e n  with grease  p e n c i l .  Fur the r ,  i f  I remember 
c o r r e c t l y ,  I d i d n ' t  do t h i s  u n t i l  a f t e r  General KOSTER had 
l e f t .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  General KOSTER was gone when I go t  t h a t  
f o l d e r  o u t  of t h e r e  and looked a t  it. I b e l i e v e  I gave it t o  
Major POWELL and s a i d  t h a t  we ought t o  do something with this. 
We ought t o  g e t  it t o  t h e  genera l  o r  have somebody determine 
what t o  do with h i s  personal  papers.  I d i d  n o t  go through 
t h a t  f o l d e r  document-for-document, page-by-page. 
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9 0 This  comes back t o  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  then ,  of 
General KOSTER's  personal  papers  again.  

A. That i s  r i g h t .  

8 0  A r e  you s u r e  you gave i t  t o  Major POWELL? Could 
you have given i t t o  Captain DICKENS? 

A. Yes, I could have. I don 't remember who I gave 
it t o .  I remember t a k i n g  it o u t  and looking a t  it. I ' m  a l -
most p o s i t i v e  t h a t  General KOSTER was gone, had a l ready l e f t .  
I ' m  almost s u r e ,  though, I gave it t o  M a j ~ rPOWELL, I ' m  a l -
most s u r e  I gave it t o  him. 

Q o  Well, I remember f o r  su re .  I asked Major POWELL, 
and f o r  s u r e  Major POWELL i n d i c a t e d  he d i d  n o t  have anything 
t o  do with any papers  f o r  General KOSTER? 

A.  Well, t h a t  b o i l s  i t  down t o  one of t h e  two. I t  
was e i t h e r  Major POWELL o r  Captain DICKENS. He was gone, and 
I d i d n ' t  know what t o  do with it. 

Q 0  Did you s e e  any p a r t i c u l a r  papers  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. 
I . j u s t  opened it up and thumbed through it qu ick ly ,  glanced 
through it. ) 

Q Did you s e e  anything i n  t h e r e ,  now, t h a t  you have 
g o t t e n  yourse l f  down t o  t h a t ,  "Eyes Only," anything of t h i s  
na tu re ,  "Personal"? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  f a r ,  s ir .  I can r e c a l l  see-
i n g  documents wi th  "Eyes Only," b u t  1 c a n ' t  p u t  it i n t o  t h a t  
' fo lder .  I &an1t go t h a t  f a r .  

Q- What were most of  your "Eyes Only" papers? Were 
they  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s  o r  something of t h i s  na tu re?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- Now, l e t  me ask you about ano the r  paper.  About 
15 . o r  20 May, another  paper was repor ted  to  have 
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come i n  t o  t h e  headquar ters ,  sub jec t :  "Report of Inves t iga t ion . "  
This paper ,  however, cons i s t ed  of about f i v e  pages. It  a l s o  
had a t t ached  t o  it, we would understand, somewhere between 15 
t o  20 and perhaps a s  many as 25 s igned c e r t i f i c a t e s .  So t h i s  
document was no t  e x a c t l y  a t h i n  document. I t  came i n  t o  t h e  
commanding general--was repor ted  t o  have come i n  t o  t h e  com-
mander of t h e  America1 Divis ion about t h a t  t ime. Now do you 
remember t h a t  document coming i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I vaguely remember s e e i n g  a document. 
I d o n ' t  know whether i t  was a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  I 
remember see ing  papers t h a t  had a bunch of s ta tements  signed. 
But aga in ,  t h i s  could be something e l s e .  

Q- Could t h i s  have been t h e  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
which w e  were t a l k i n g  about i n  June,  now? 

A. T h a t ' s  poss ib le .  

Q This  paper ,  t h e  one you would have seen ,  i f  proper ,
should have been a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s igned by Colonel 
BARKER, and it should have had an indorsement on it by t h e  
commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  11th  Brigade. I t  should have a r r i v e d  
i n  t h e  headquar ters  about t h e  time t h a t  you took over  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  job. 

A. I remember a document of t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q. What was t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  it, do you r e c a l l ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  you e n t e r e d  it i n t o  
your log? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I don ' t  be l i eve  I d id .  

Q. Do you remember what you. . d i d  wi th  t h e  paper.  

A. I f  I go t  t h e  paper ,  I would have given it t o  Major 
, POWELL, a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of s t a f f .  A l l  of t h e  papers  t h a t  w e  

g o t  i n  would go t o  him a s  soon a s  I looked a t  them. They went 
i n  t o  him. I j u s t  don ' t  know. 
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MR MACCRATE: What do you r e c a l l  about t h e  circumstances t h a t  
would l ead  you t o  r e c o l l e c t  such a p i e c e  of paper ,  something 
t h a t  was discussed? 

A. No. I remember a document coming i n  o r  a paper 
coming i n  t h a t  had a bunch of s ta tements  a t t ached  t o  it. I 
remember t h a t .  But I d o n ' t. . remember what it was about.  

Q-.. - Were ques t ions  r a i s e d  a s  t o  i t s  d i s p o s i t i o n ?  

A. NO, , n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  a t  t h e  time. 

Q A f t e r  it came i n ,  do you have any f u r t h e r  r eco l -
l e c t i o n  of  see ing  i t ?  

NO,  s i r ,  I don I t  know what happened t o  it. 

Q. A r e  you s u r e  you r e c a l l  it coming i n ,  or do you
r e c a l l  it a f t e r  it was a l ready i n ?  

A.  I th ink  I r e c a l l  it a f t e r  it was i n  t h e  headquar ters ,  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  where you saw i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

10: Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  a copy of it i n  t h a t  personal  
f i l e  of General KOSTER? 

A. NO, sir. Like I s a y o  I d i d n ' t  go i n t o  t h a t  f o l d e r  
and look a t  anything i n  it. I j u s t  opened it and f l i pped  
through it. 

MR MACCRATE: You s a i d  you r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  of t h e  two 
Vietnamese nurses  and p r i soners?  

A. Y e s ,  I remember t h a t .  

.Q And, i n  f a c t ,  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  subsequent court-
m a r t i a l .  Do you i n  any way r e l a t e  t h i s  r e p o r t  o r  t h e  a t t ached  
s ta tements  t o  t h a t ,  t o  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  is  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  
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Q Can w e  go beyond t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  what you i n  
f a c t  do r e c a l l  s e e i n g ,  poss ib ly  o t h e r  than such m a t e r i a l  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  involv ing  two nurses  and a p r i soner?  

A. .I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q. Do you remember who i n  headquarters  had t h a t  par-
t i c u l a r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o r  was . fo l lowing up t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n o  

A. The c h i e f  of s t a f f  , Colonel PARSON,.  was q u i t e  in -
volved i n  t h a t .  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t  was,p r e t t y  well--the t o t a l  
p o r t i o n  of t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was handled p r e t t y  much by t h e  
S J A  and d i r e c t l y  wi th  t h e  genera l .  

I0 : SJA? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  s t a f f  judge advocate. 

Q 0 Yes. 

And t h e  I G .  

Q a  The one y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Yes, sir.  Now a s  f a r  as--I can say t h i s .  A f t e r  
t h e  i n i t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was s t a r t e d  i n t o  t h i s ,  t h i s  was 
s t r i c t l y  hands o f f  a s  f a r  a s  I was concerned. I n  o t h e r  words, 
I was t o l d  t o  s t a y  o u t  of t h e r e ,  d o n ' t  g e t  i n t o  i t ,  you c a n ' t  
even look a t  it. Now, I remember t h e  f i l i n g  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n  was q u i t e  t h i c k ,  and was maintained i n  t h e  s a f e  i n  an en-
velope,  a l a r g e ,  brown manila envelope, sea led .  Numerous 
t imes I remember mentioning t o  Major POWELL we ought t o  do 
something wi th  t h i s .  L e t ' s  g e t  it o u t  of her!?; it i s  i r r e l e -
vant ;  we d o n ' t  need it any more. L e t ' s  g e t  r i d  of it. A s  f a r  
a s  I know, it w a s  s t i l l  t h e r e  when I l e f t .  

Q . You're s t i l l  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  
two nurses  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q .  Can you r e l a t e  t h a t  paper with t h i s  o t h e r  p iece  
of paper t h a t  I d iscussed  with you f i r s t ,  with t h a t ?  
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A. I t h i n k  I can -- I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  -- I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  
t h a t ' s  what it is .  I t ' s  e i t h e r  t h a t  o r  Kham Duc. I ' v e  g o t  
Kham Duc on my mind t o o ,  because t h a t  s t a r t e d  about '  t h e  t ime 
I g o t  t h e r e .  That  was a b i g  p r o j e c t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  which most 
o f  us w e r e  involved  i n .  General  GALLOWAY g o t  t h e  l a r g e s t  por-
t i o n  of  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and between t h o s e  -- t h e  r a p i n g  
o f  n u r s e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was a f t e r  t h e  Kham Duc i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I t  could have been p a r t  of t h a t ,  t h a t  I saw. I t  was q u i t e  a 
voluminous r e p o r t .  

Q e  I f  you had seen  t h a t  r e p o r t  I have a l l u d e d  t o ,  
and w e  c a n ' t  say  f o r  c e r t a i n  i f  you d i d  o r  i f  you d i d n ' t  s e e  
it, it would have been i n  response  t o  t h a t  l e t t e r  t h a t  General  
KOSTER had w r i t t e n  around -- t h i s  l e t t e r  shou ld  have been 
addressed  down t h e r e  about  10 May. 

A. Here's something e l s e  t h a t  I might  add. L e t t e r s  
coming i n  i n  s e a l e d  envelopes  addressed  t o  t h e  commanding gen-
e r a l  were opened by t h e  a i d e .  The mai l  was d e l i v e r e d  sepa r -
a t e l y  The coimanding g e n e r a l  ' s mai l  was d e l i v e r e d  d i r e c t l y  
t o  t h e  a i d e  and n o t  t o  me, n o t  t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO. 

Q W e l l ,  even t h e  a i d e  probably would n o t  open a 
l e t t e r  which was addressed  "Eyes Only"? 

A. No, s i r ,  h e  probably would n o t .  

Q But i f  t h e  c o n t e n t s  were c l a s s i f i e d ,  t hey  shou ld  
. ,have been f i l e d  i n  your  s a f e ?  

A. Y e s ,  should have been. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  
I would have f i l e d  them. But I do n o t  r e c a l l  f i l i n g  any such 
le t te r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  f i l i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  o f  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q N o ,  t h a t  would have come i n  b e f o r e .  You d i d n ' t  
a r r i v e  t h e r e  u n t i l  about a month a f t e r  t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  because 
t h i s  i s  d a t e d  24 A p r i l ,  and y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  ar-
r i v i n g  on t h e  scene  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  about  17  May. 

A. What t h e  g e n e r a l  k e p t  and what h i s  s t e n o  k e p t  f o r  
him, I d o n ' t  know. I r e a l l y  don ' t  know. H e  may have g o t t e n  
a r e p l y  t o  t h a t  l e t t e r  and p u t  it i n  a f o l d e r  i n  h i s  f i l i n g  
c a b i n e t .  I f  t h a t  were t h e  c a s e ,  I would n e v e r  s e e  it, I could  

(SAIMONS) 41  APP T-324 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


have never seen it. That was another  t h i n g  t h a t  was hands o f f .  

Q. Based on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  document i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  
a subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  a comparable circumstance should,  
i n  f a c t ,  be given t h e  same c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

A. Absolutely.  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  however, t h a t  t h e  
genera l  was mainta in ing  a f i l e  on t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  a s e p a r a t e  f i l e ,  
h i s  own f i l e .  I f  t h a t  were t h e  case ,  I j u s t  wouldn ' t  g e t  i n -  
volved i n  it. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  backtrack a minute because I s a i d  pre-
~ r i o u s l y  t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r ,  t h e  l e t t e r  of t h e  commanding genera l ,  
would have been about  10 May. That is  i n c o r r e c t .  I t  should 
have been about t h e  middle of A p r i l ,  about t h e  17th  t o  1gth  
t i m e  £ramel i n s t e a d  of May. 

There would have been . . a  rep ly  t o  t h a t  le t ter .  

Q- This o s t e n s i b l y  i s  t h e  reply  t o  t h e  l e t t e r .  And 
I say obs tens ib ly  because t h e  commanding genera l  found t h i s ,  
i n  h i s  words, t o  be u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  and d i r e c t e d  t h a t  a  fo r -
ma1 i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be conducted which should have been de l ive red  
t o  t h e  headquar ters  somewhere between 15 and 20 May. 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Do you r e c a l l  t a k i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  f o l d e r  and 
showing it t o  somebody, t h e  SGS o r  t h e  junior  a i d e ,  and saying:  
"We should do something about i t . "  

A. Somebody should go through it and forward t h e  
g e n e r a l ' s  pe r sona l  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e r e ,  j f  t h e r e  a r e  any, 
and g e t  r i d  of them, 

I0: Are w e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  a i d e  , o r. t h e  jun io r  a ide?  

A. About Lieutenant  DICKENS. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Two o r  t h r e e  weeks l a t e r ,  General YOUNG de-
' 

par ted .  What happened t o  h i s  f o l d e r ?  . . ' - . 
. . 

Q 
0 
C'J 
3 
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A. A s  f a r  a s  I can r e c a l l ,  h i s  f o l d e r  was s t i l l  t h e r e  
when I l e f t .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  look a t  t h i s  and say ,  "My God, General 
YOUNG i s  gone, s i r ,  we should do something about t h i s " ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  anything i n  General YOUNG'S f o l d e r ?  

A. I n  f a c t ,  I was t h e  one t h a t  s t a r t e d  t h e  f o l d e r s  
for  General YOUNG, General COOKSEY, and General GALLOWAY. 
There were n o t  f o l d e r s  f o r  them previous t o  my-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Colonel PARSON? 

A. There were no f o l d e r s  previous f o r  them. There 
w a s ,  however, one f o r  General KOSTER. 

10: Let me ask you ab9v.t one o t h e r  p i e c e  of paper.  
Did you e v e r  s e e  a paper about th ree -quar t e r s  of a page long, 
which was i n  response t o  an a l l e g a t i o n  which had been made 
by a p i l o t ,  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  some women 
and c h i l d r e n  had been k i l l e d  on 1 6  March? Have yo7 seen 
t h i s  one? 

A. Yes. I remember a paper coming i n .  A h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  complained t h a t  some women and c h i l d r e n  had been k i l l e d .  

Q. Now, when d id  t h i s  come i n  t o  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t  d i d  come i n  t o  m e .  I b e l i e v e  
I s a w  t h e  document. 

Q. In some of t h e  f i l e s ?  

A. A f t e r  it came in. 

00 D o  you remember t h e  d a t e  on i t ?  

Q* Did it have any attachments t o  it? 
. . 
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A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember. I j u s t  remember t h e  
inc iden t .  I remember t h e  s u b j e c t ;  I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e  o r  
any time frame. 

Q =  This document should have a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  headquar-
ters, i f  it d i d  i n  f a c t  a r r i v e ,  from what we have, sometime,' 
about t h e  end of March o r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of Apr i l .  

A. I do remember. 

Q - Can you r e c a l l  what it s a i d ?  

A. No, sir.  I j u s t  have a vague remembrance of t h e  
s u b j e c t  of it. 

Q . Was it s igned by one of t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  
headquarters?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q Let  m e  g ive  you a few names and see  i f  t h e s e  s t a r t  
t o  r i n g  a b e l l  f o r  you. Was it signed by Colonel HENDERSON, 
t h e  br igade  commander, f o r  example. 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  By colonel  HOLLADAY, who had com-
manded the  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ,  and who was a l s o  t h e  avi-

. .a t i o n  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  headquarters .  

A. That sounds fami l i a r .  

Q. I know you should know HOLLADAY, b u t  i t ' s  a ques-
t i o n  of whether t h i s  paper is--

. . 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I j u s t  don1t recall., 

Q. Well, one of t h e s e  may come up. I ' m  going t o  name 
a few more. Major WATKE? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- Colonel ANISTRANSKI. 
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A. Colonel ANISTRANSKI. I recal l  t h a t  name, he w a s  

t h e  I G .  


Q* N o ,  he was t h e  G 5 .  L ieutenant  Colonel LEWIS, t h e  
d i v i s i o n  chapla in .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him. 

Q - General YOUNG? 

A .  I t  may have been s igned by Colonel HOLLADAY. I t ' s  
so d i f f i c i l l t  t o  remember. 

MR MACCRATE: D o  you r e c a l l  t h e  name of Major MCKNIGHT appear-
i n g  on t h e  paper? 

A. No, n o t  appearing on t h e  paper ,  b u t  I r e c a l l  t h e  

name Major MCKNIGHT.  


Q- Cr poss ib ly  Colonel LUPER? 

A .  I r e c a l l  a Colonel LUPER. 

Q e  
 D o  you remember any a s s o c i a t i o n  Q £  e i t h e r  Major 

MCKNIGHT o r  Colonel LUPER wi th  t h e  paper? 


A. NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

I0: D o  you remember t h e  name of t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r  
t h a t  it c i t e d ?  Do you remember it being  Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON,. from t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ?  . . 

. . . . 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  

. Q r The aero-scout company? 

A. I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

Q e  Did t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  inc lude  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  numer-
ous women and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  t h a t  day, t h a t  a 
cap ta in  had k i l l e d  a woman, o r  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a confront-
a t i o n  o r  disagreement between t h e  a i r  elements and t h e  ground 
elements? 
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A. I remember t h i s .  I remember t h i s ,  yes.  

Q. And d i d  it go 'on  t o  say t h a t  t h i s  has  been thoroughly 
i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and numerous people have been interviewed and no 
b a s i s  of f a c t  was found. I d o n ' t  know what it looked l i k e .  
I ' m  only r e p e a t i n g  t h e  impression I have gained from what 
people have t o l d  m e .  

A. I remember a p o r t i o n  of  a l e t t e r  o r  something say-
i n g  t h a t  t h e  c a p t a i n  had k i l l e d  a woman, and I remember read-
i n g  of an i n c i d e n t  whereby a h e l i c o p t e r  made an a t t a c k  on a 
v i l l a g e .  I c a n ' t  remember what v i l l a g e .  I c a n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  
it w i t h  Son My. I j u s t  c a n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  i t  with any p a r t i c u -
l a r  inc iden t .  

Q. I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  paper ,  it would have probably 
been My Lai .  

A. But I do remember c e r t a i n  of t h e s e  phrases ,. . I do 
remember them. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember i t  a s  a complaint o r  a r e p o r t  
coming i n  of a complaint,  o r  do you remember it a s  a r e p o r t  
based upon a complaint and eva lua t ing  t h e  complaint? Both , 

kinds of documents we have had descr ibed t o  us .  

A. I remember it i n  t h e  sense  of it being  a complaint,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember whether it ,was a ,complaint by us o r  by ' 

them o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - And n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  an eva lua t ion  o r  r e p o r t  upon
t h e  complaint? 

A. Right. I j u s t  remember t h e  term complaint.  

Q Do you e v e r  remember t a l k i n g  with Colonel HOLLADAY 
about such a complaint? 

Q O r  s e e i n g  him i n  connection wi th  t h i s ,  speaking
wi th  Colonel PARSON or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Colonel BOLLADAY used t o  complain 
about eve ry th ingo  A s  f a r  a s  p inpo in t ing  it r i g h t  down t o  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  I c a n ' t .  
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I0 : But do you remember t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  had been an 
a l l e g a t i o n  o r  a complaint made by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  way I s e e m  t o  remember it, a s  a h e l i -
cop te r  , p i l o t  making ' t h e  complaint, yes .  

Q And t h i s  went on t o  s t a t e  what h i s  complaint was? 

A. What h i s  complaint was. I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  
somebody had s a i d  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been conducted and 
t h a t  it had been found t h i s  was a l l  a bunch of hooey. 

Q id t h a t  paper have any at tachments  t o  it t h a t  
you know o f ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it did. 

Q- About th ree -quar t e r s  of a page of paper? 

A ,  Yes: sir.  

Q? Did it name--do you r e c a l l  any of t h e  people that--. 
d i d  he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  some people? 

A. No, sir ,  I don 't remember t h a t .  I n .  f a c t ,  I don 't 
even remember who s igned t h e  paper.  

Q L e t ' s  leave  t h i s  paper f o r  j u s t  a minute, and 
maybe i n  t h i s  process  w e  can come back t o  t h i s  paper ,  t o  
about t h e  t i m e  you may have seen it. J u s t  be fo re  t h e  middle 
of J u l y  1968, t h e  America1 Divis ion had an fG i n s p e c t i o n ,  
r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What d i d  you do with your f i l e s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
inspec t ion?  

A. I d i d n ' t  do anything with them. I went through 
them t o  make s u r e  they were i n  o rde r .  

Q- Did you t ake  any ou t?  You go through your c l a s -
s i f i e d  f i l e s  a t  t h a t  t ime, your s e c r e t  papers  and s o  f o r t h ,  
t o  make s u r e .  I n  o t h e r  words, you ran an inventory .  From my 
experience,  I th ink  I know what you would have done, probably 
under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  SGS, t o  make sure t h a t  everyth ing  
was i n  o rde r .  Because a f t e r  a l l ,  h e ' s  t h e  one respons ib le .  
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Even though you are s igned  f o r  them, he i s  b a s i c a l l y  respon- 

s i b l e .  But a t  t h e  same t i m e  you went through t h o s e ,  would 

it no t  a l s o  fo l low t h a t  you would go through a l l  t h e  confiden- 

. .

t i a l  papers  and t h i n g s -  i n  t h a t  s a f e  t o  make s u r e  you d i d n ' t  . 

have j u s t  a bunch o f  junk i n  t h e r e ,  t o  make s u r e  you d i d n ' t  

g e t  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  t h i s  by t h e  i n s p e c t o r  'genera l?  
. . 

A. True. 

Q. Can you b r i n g  t h i s  paper  down t o  t h a t  t ime? I ' m  
n o t  say ing  it was, b u t  t h i s  seems t o  m e  t o  be a l o g i c a l  t i m e  

when you may have found some papers .  For one t h i n g ,  you 

were looking a t  them. 


A. I t h i n k  p o s s i b l y  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  I saw t h i s  p a r t i -  

c u l a r  l e t t e r  was p r i o r  t o  t h e  I G  i n s p e c t i o n .  I d o n ' t  think--

I remade s e v e r a l  f o l d e r s  a f t e r  I took over  a s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

NCO. I remade many of  t h e  f o l d e r s  and moved t h e  p i e c e s  of . 


paper. around s o  t h a t  they  would correspond t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

f i l e  where they  were supposed t o  go. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h a t  

time is  when I saw it. 


Q- I t  c o u l d  w e l l  have been because you w e r e  j u s t
going through and r eo rgan iz ing  t h e  f i l e s  .. 
A. I c a n ' t  swear t o  t h a t  o r  a s s o c i a t e  it wi th  t h a t  

p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  


MR MACCRATE: Can you a s s o c i a t e  it wi th  t h e  f i l e ?  Reorganizing,  
where would you put such a th ing?  

A. Not r e a l l y .  I t  seems t o  me when, I saw t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  l e t t e r  i t  was by i t s e l f  and it wasn ' t  i n  t h e  f i l e .  
L e t  m e  p u t  i t  t h a t  way. I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  
w a s  brought t o  b e  f i l e d .  Poss ib ly  t h i s  l e t t e r  was hand-carr ied 
i n ,  and was g iven  t o  m e  t o  p l a c e  i n  t h e  f i l e .  Maybe t h a t ' s  
t h e  way I became a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  it. 

I0 : This  le t ter  would have a r r i v e d  w e l l  be fo re  your 

a r r i v a l ?  


. A- Oh, yes .  

Q. Conceivably it could  have been back i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  

q d  somebody s e n t  it t o  .you. 


A. But I do remember s e e i n g  it. 
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MR MACCRATE: Do you a s s o c i a t e  it wi th  any one o r  more Persons 
i n  t h e  headquar ters  : Colonel PARSON, ~ a j o r  BEASLEY, or' Major 
POWELL? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  This  i s  one t h i n g  though. When 
Major BEASLEY l e f t ,  of course,  he d i d n ' t  go very f a r  awzk-. Be 
j u s t  went o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  He l e f t  a l o t  of h i s  papers ,  a l o t  
of papers t h e r e .  H i s  desk was j u s t  f u l l  o f  papers ,  papers 
s tacked a l l  over  every p lace .  Major POWELL and myself made 
an at tempt  t o  s o r t  t h e s e  papers  o u t ,  and had a bunch of papers  
w e  d i d n ' t  know what t o  do with.  They were j u s t  typed scraps  
of paper,  n o t e s ,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  which we k e p t  sepa ra te  
and gave t o  Major BEASLEY when he came back. One time 
when he stopped i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  we had q u i t e  a b i t  of t h a t  
s t u f f  s tacked on t o p  of our  bookcases, If I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  
t h e r e  was two manila envelopes t h a t  were s e a l e d  i n  t h a t  s t u f f  

, o f  h i s .  	 I t  was marked "Major BEASLEY" on t h e  o u t s i d e  of it. 
What was i n  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

10: You never looked i n  t h e r e ?  

A ,  N o ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  open them. 

Q- Major BEASLEY l e f t  when? 

A.  Some time around t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of May o r  f i r s t  

of  June, I b e l i e v e .  


Q. So he would have been p r e s e n t ,  L e t ' s  say ,  when t h e  

papers t h a t  1 7 . m  t a l k i n g  about would have a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  

headquarters?  


A. Oh, yes .. . 

Q- Major-POWELL would have been i n  t h e r e  af terwards? 

A.  Y e s .  Major POWELL and I both.  I th ink  he got  

t h e r e  5 days be fo re  I did.  


MR MACCRATE: Well, l e t  me put  it i n  the' t i m e  frame of d a t e s ,  
It may be h e l p f u l  t o  you. I t  would appear  t h a t  t h e  day on 
which Major POWELL r e l i e v e d  Major BEASLEY o f f i c i a l l y  was 20 May. 
Presumably t h e r e  was an a c t u a l  over lap  a t  t h e  t ime,  but  t h e  
d a t e  of  changeover a s  recorded and given t o  us was 20 May. 
Does t h a t  accord with your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A .  Yes. Major BEASLEY was i n  t h e  process  of g e t t i n g  

s e t  up i n  h i s  b a t t a l i o n ,  and Major POWELL was i n  t h e  process  
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o f  j u s t  running t h e  shop u n o f f i c i a l l y  f o r  a c e r t a i n  p e r i o d  of 
t ime,  a s  was I. I g o t  t h e r e ,  and I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was 
17  May. S t a f f  Sergeant  R I T C H I E  l e f t  about 2 weeks a f t e r  
t h a t ,  2 o r  3 weeks a f t e r  t h a t ,  2 weeks, I t h i n k .  here was an 
ove r l ap  between h e  and I ,  and t h e r e  was an ove r l ap  between 
Major POWELL and Major BEASLEY. 

I0: 'How long  a f t e r  you r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  headquar te rs  
was it be fo re  Major BEASLEY depar ted3  

A .  O f f i c i a l l y  depar ted?  

Q. . W e l l ,  y e s ,  f o r  h i s  new assignment. 

A. &out a week. 

Q a About a week. And he  and Major POWELL were working
t o g e t h e r  dur ing  t h a t  p e r i o d  of  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. But Major BEASLEY wasn ' t  t h e r e  b u t  15 
minutes a day, t h a t  was a l l .  

Q. What b a t t a l i o n  d i d  Major BEASLEY go t o ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

52- Was h e  an a r t i l l e r y m a n  o r  infantryman? 

A .  I don 't remember. 

Q. I t  sounds l i k e  he  was an a r t i l l e r y m a n  i f  he was 
i n  and o u t  of t h e r e  every  day. Most of  your i n f a n t r y  u n i t s  
w e r e  away from t h e r e .  Otherwise,  he would have t o  run i n  
and o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r ,  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he was i n f a n t r y .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember t h i s  p i e c e  of paper  t h a t  you've 
been d e s c r i b i n g  as be ing  among t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  of  papers  
l e f t  behind by Major BEASLEY t h a t  you went through a t  t h a t  
time? 

A. No, sir.  I c a n ' t  p u t  it wi th  t h a t  e i t h e r .  I w i s h  
I could,  b u t  I j u s t  c a n ' t .  I t ' s  very e l u s i v e .  I remember 
s e e i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  o f  paper.  

Q - D o  you remember it as one s h e e t  o f  paper?. 
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A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  even remember t h a t .  I j u s t  
remember t h e  c o n t e n t ,  and n o t  t oo  much of  t h a t .  

Q. W e  have had a s h e e t  of paper  desc r ibed .  I t  w a s  
t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of  a s h e e t  t h a t  had much of  t h i s  con ten t  t h a t  
you have desc r ibed  upon it. 

I0: What happened t o  those  papers  o f  Major BEASLEY 
t h a t  you had s t acked  up? 

A.  H e  came i n  and we gave them t o  him. 

Q - M e  j u s t  took them? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. And he  a l s o  took t h e s e  two o t h e r  envelopes? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They w e r e  a l l  stacked t o g e t h e r  on t o p  
o f  t h e  bookcase when he  came i n .  I t  was sometime l a t e r .  I n  
f a c t ,  w e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  ready f o r  t h e  I G .  W e  had t o  do some- 
t h i n g  wi th  t h a t  s t u f f .  He came i n ,  s o  w e  j u s t  gave i t  t o  him. 
We t o l d  him, "This i s  a l l  yours;  i t ' s  a l l  marked your s t u f f ,  " 

Q - When t h e  I G  came i n ,  d i d  you re t i re  any papers  o r  
des t roy  any papers?  

A. No, sir.  

Q =  How d i d  you e v e r  c l e a n  o u t  t h a t  f i l e  of your con-
f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l  and s o  .on? 

A.  I would go through i t  every  s o  o f t e n .  Between 
Major POWELL--it was a l l  Major POWELL and myself .  W e  
determined what w e  should keep and what w e  shouldn ' t  keep. 

Q. Did you e v e r  f i l l  o u t  a r e p o r t  l i k e  t h a t ?  . -

A. No, sir. The only  t h i n g  t h a t  w e  would throw away 
would be an SOI, o l d  SOI. 

Q. You wouldn ' t  throw those  away, you would t u r n  them 
back i n  t o  t h e  s i g n a l  o f f i c e ,  wouldn ' t  you? 

A. NO, w e  would burn them; o u t d a t e d  S O I ' s ,  w e  would 
burn them. 
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Q I d o n ' t  want t o  ques t ion  t h e  America1 Div is ion ,  
b u t  t h a t  seems a l i t t l e  unusual ,  because a s i g n a l  o f f i c e r  
u sua l ly  accounts  f o r  every  one of  those .  H e  normally t a k e s  
care--

. A - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I know w e  des t royed  many of  them. 

Q- Now I want t o  show you one o t h e r  document. See i f  
by chance you e v e r  saw t h i s  i n  your f i l e s .  Give me t h e  docu-
ment of 1 2  December. 

(The r e c o r d e r  d i d  a s  i n s t r u c t e d .  ) 

COL ARMSTRONG: On  t h i s  paper where complaints  of a war ran t  
o f f i c e r  were o u t l i n e d ,  I d i d  n o t  understand.  Did you remember 
t h e  conf ron ta t ion  between a i r c r a f t  and t r o o p s  on t h e  ground? 

A. No, sir. I j u s t  remember it be ing  a complaint  
from a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  and t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been 
conducted. I t  w a s  completely f a l s e .  

10: L e t  m e  ask you a few more ques t ions .  You d i d n ' t ,  
t o  your knowledge, d e s t r o y  any papers  f o r  t h e  I G  i n s p e c t i o n  
which took p l a c e  between 7 and 1 4  J u l y ?  

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

. Q. I f  you had des t royed  any o u t  of t h a t  s e c r e t  f i l e ,  
you would have had t o  w r i t e  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  would you no t?  

A.  That i s  r i g h t .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  w r i t i n g  any? 

A. W e  d i d  d e s t r o y  s e c r e t  documents. Y e s ,  w e  d i d .  But . . , -
I couldn I t  s ay  e x a c t l y -what they  were. 

Q- How about  t h e s e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents? Did you
by chance main ta in  a l i s t  of those  t h a t  were des t royed?  

A. I 've  g o t  problems he re .  I can 't remember whether 
w e  maintained a  c o n f i d e n t i a l  log .  I know t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  s a i d  
we d idn '  t have t o ,  b u t  I c a n  I t  remember whether w e  d i d  o r  n o t  
because of t h e  volume o f  them. W e  had s o  many of  them. I 
j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  main ta in ing  a l o g  on them a t  all ' .  

Q- Now h e r e ' s  another  paper  which is  u n c l a s s i f i e d ,  
and I d o n ' t  know whether t h i s  go t  t o  t h e  headquar te rs  o r  n o t .  
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There  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  it d i d .  This  i s  E x h i b i t  M-35. I t  i s  
a n o t i c e  o f  t h e  Na t iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  F ron t  Committee of 
Quang Ngai Province ,  d a t e d  2 8  March 1968. Here i s  t h e  V i e t -
namese v e r s i o n  w i t h  t h e  Eng l i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  on t o p .  You w i l l  
n o t i c e  it t a k e s  a r a t h e r  odd format ,  Thouc Cao, i n  t h e  V i e t -
namese v e r s i o n .  W i l l  you look a t  t h e  Eng l i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  
q u i c k l y .  I t h i n k  you w i l l  r ecognize  whether  you have seen  
t h i s  o r  n o t .  

(The w i t n e s s  reviews E x h i b i t  M-35. j 

A Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You have seen  t h i s  one? 

A. I have seen  t h i s  one.  

Q - Now t h e n ,  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  r ead  i t  a l i t t l e  more 
c a r e f u l l y .. .  . 

A. The reason  I remember it, I remerber t h e  3d Br igade ,  
82d Div i s ion .  I remember t h a t .  I r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  paper .  

Q *  I f  you have seen  t h a t  pape r ,  you probably read  it 
more t h a n  once ,  d i d n ' t  you, because o f  t h e  opening s t a t e m e n t ,  
" C r i m e s  by U. S. I m p e r i a l i s t s  who k i l l e d  more t h a n  500 c i v i l i a n s  
o f  Tinh Khe and Son Tinh."  

A.  Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  There i s  s o  much, you become s o  
accustomed t o  t h i s  k i n d  of  t h i n g  o v e r  t h e r e ,  you r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  what t h e y  say .  

Q But you do remember t h i s  t h i n g  about  t h e  3d Brigade
of t h e  82d, which probably seemed a l i t t l e  unusual  t o  you a t  
t h e  t i m e ,  d i d n ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  it d i d .  Because I thought  a t  t h e  t ime ,  i f  I 
remember c o r r e c t l y ,  I r e c a l l  t h a t  I thought  t h i s  was d i r e c t l y  
a g a i n s t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  I remember making a comment 
about  it, t h a t  I d o n ' t  know why t h e y  are t a l k i n g  about  t h e  
36 Brigade of t h e  82d Div i s ion .  

Q I t  t ies it down f a i r l y  c l o s e ,  Quang Ngai s u b s e c t o r .  

A. I know t h a t  Quang Ngai was i n  o u r  AO. 

Q ?  I have one o t h e r  pape r  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  look 
a t ,  and t h i s  i s  ve ry  much l i k e  ano the r  pape r  you have seen .  
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This  i s  Exh ib i t  M-30. I t  i s  a l s o  da ted  1 4  Apr i l .  
This ,  however, is  a s igned copy, s igned by Angel M. 
RODRIGUEZ, Captain,  I n f a n t r y ,  a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r ,  
Son Tinh. This i s  n o t  a very c l e a r  copy. Here i s  a t r u e  
copy of it. I wish you would look a t  t h i s  form and then 
read  t h i s  wi th  t h e  s i g n a t u r e ,  and s e e  i f  you have eve r  seen 
t h a t .  

(The wi tness  does a s  i n s t r u c t e d . )  

A. No, s i r ,  I don 't r e c a l l  t h i s . .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen t h a t  s i g n a t u r e ?  
Had you ever  heard t h e  name of Captain RODRIGUEZ? 

A .  No, s i r .  

Q Well, we d o n ' t  want t o  pu t  any words o r  thoughts 
i n  your mind. T h a t ' s  no t  o u r  purpose. 

A. I f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  were t o  come i n ,  l e t ' s  look 
q 

a t  it t h i s  way- I f  I were t o  s e e  a p iece  of paper o r  an 1W 
m

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  say q u i t e  t h i c k ,  I ' l l  be 3 
honest  with you. I d i d n ' t  have time t o  s i t  down and read it 
c l e a r  through. I would normally look a t  t h e  cover ,  t h e  cover 
l e t t e r ,  determine t h e  importance of  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  and then  
e i t h e r  ignore  it or do wha t ' s  necessary with it. 

Q. Yes, you have papers  coming and going over  your 
desk, probably as much a s  1 2  t o  1 4  hours a day i f  I know 
what your job was, a d  I th ink  I do. 

A.  Yes, sir, .I d id ,  But I remember t h i s  p o s i t i v e l y .  

Q. Do you remeinber t h e  c i r c m s t a n c e s  under which you 
saw t h a t  document? 

A. No, sir. I do not .  

Q- We're going t o  go on j u s t  f o r  a few minutes, then  
w e  a r e  going t o  t a k e  a break t o  g e t  a b i t e  t o  e a t .  This  w i l l  
g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  t o  t h i n k  about t h i n g s ,  anyway, t o  see 
i f  you can # r e c a l l ,  

A. Probably t h e  most important  t h i n g  r i g h t  now i s  t h e  
f a c t  I c a n ' t  remember whether I maintained a c o n f i d e n t i a l  l o g  
o r  not .  I t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  a blank. I f  I d id  maintain a c o n f i d e n t i a l  
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some of  t h e  documents w e  were d i s c u s s i n g  ear l ier .  F i r s t ,  t h e  
one paper  which relates t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  can you r e -
c a l l  any more of  t h a t ?  

A. N s ,  sir. I thought  about  it dur ing  t h e  lunch p e r i o d ,  
and a l l  I can remember, it was a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  complaining.  

B Complaining o r  had complained? 

A.  J u s t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  complaining,  and t h a t  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been conducted,  and t h a t  appa ren t ly  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  w e r e  found t o  be un t rue .  But like I s a y ,  I d o n ' t  
remember who s i g n e d  it a t  a l l .  

Q- Was t h e r e  j u s t  one copy of t h e  document t h a t  you 
s a w  o r  were there--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A s  f a r  a s  I can r e c a l l ,  it was j u s t  
a one-page l e t t e r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it having  any c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
whatsoever.  

Q. Did it s a y  anyth ing  about  "conf i rming my o r a l  
' , . r e p o r t " ?  

A. No, sir,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  c i rcumstances  under  which you
had seen  it now? 

A.  I ' m  surmis ing ,  b u t  1% s a y i n g  it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
t h i s  paper  came a c r o s s  my desk through d i s t r i b u t i o n .  But  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I t h i n k  t h a t  it was brought  up and g iven  t o  
me t o  p u t  i n  t h e  f i l e .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was brought  o u t  
and g iven  t o  m e .  

Q. Do you remember who brought  it o u t  and gave it t o  
you? 

A. No, sir.  I do n o t .  

Q. Could t h i s  have been about  t h e  t ime when they  
s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  t h i n g s  i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  I G  i n s p e c t i o n ?  They 
might have been looking  through pape r s  and brought  them i n  
t o  you t o  p u t  i n  t h e  f i l e ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  i t  was b e f o r e  t h a t D  
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Q. Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on i.t,"do you recal l ,  
t o  send it t o  t h e  I G  o r  t h e  JAG o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  NO, sir. 

Q- . I  shou ld  have s a i d  S J A  i n s t e a d  o f  JAG. 

A.  NO, sir. 

Q. How about  t o  send  it t o  t h e  G 5 ?  Do you have any 
connect ion between t h i s  paper  and any o f  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  I 
mentioned? 

A. I f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  pape r ,  a f t e r  
I g o t  it, d i d  n o t  l e a v e  t h e  headqua r t e r s  aga in .  There w a s  
no a c t i o n  r e q u i r e d  on it. 

Q You j u s t  p u t  it away then?  

A. Y e s .  I b e l i e v e  I p u t  it i n  t h e  f i l e .  T h a t ' s  a l l  
I would have done w i t h  it. 

MR MACCRATE: Where i n  t h e  f i l e  might you p u t  such a paper?  

A. I t  probably  would have j u s t  gone i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
r e f e r e n c e  f i l e .  W e  d i d n ' t  r e ta in- -our  r e t e n t i o n  o f  pape r s  
i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  w a s  ve ry  sma l l .  W e  d i d n ' t  r e t a i n  much o f  
anything.  Most o f  it went back o u t  t o  t h e  G s e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  
f i l e .  

Q. W e l l ,  would you d e s c r i b e  f o r  us your  g e n e r a l  r e f e r -
ence f i l e ?  

A. . I t  i s  a f o l d e r  t h a t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  had some miscel-
laneous s u b j e c t  i t e m s  i n  it. I can a l s o  s ay  t h a t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  
t h a t  t h i s  document w a s  thrown away. T h a t ' s  very  p o s s i b l e .  

I0 : Doesn ' t  it s e e m  r a t h e r  unusual  t h a t  a document l i k e  
t h a t ,  a response  t o  an a l l e g a t i o n  made by an i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  
some c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  t a l k i n g  about a c a p t a i n  k i l l i n g  a 
woman and a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  and s o  f o r t h ,  t h a t  t h i s  would j u s t  
w i l l y - n i l l y  b e  thrown away? 

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  a p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  a f t e r  t h e  document 
had been i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  such a long  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  and 
no i n s t r u c t i o n s  w e r e  g iven  t o  i t ,  r e a l l y ,  t h e r e  would be  
only  one of  two t h i n g s  t o  do w i t h  it. I c a n ' t  s a y  t h a t  I 
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checked w i t h  Major POWELL and confirmed whether  o r  n o t  we 
should  throw t h i s  away o r  whether  o r  n o t  w e  should  f i l e  it. 
I d o n ' t  remember, I d o n ' t .  

MR MACCRATE: What a r e  t h e  two t h i n g s ?  You say  t h e r e  a r e  on ly  
two t h i n g s  you could  have done wi th  it. One would be t o  throw 
it away. What would t h e  o t h e r  be?  

A. To f i l e  it. 

Q. I thought  you s a i d  a f t e r  it had been t h e r e  a long
t i m e ,  t hen  t h e  d e c i s i o n  would b e  made e i t h e r  t o  throw it away 
or t o  do something e l s e .  But you say  t h a t  w i t h i n  6 weeks 
a f t e r  t h e  paper  comes i n ,  t h a t  it would have been t h e r e  s o  
long  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  n i g h t  have been whether  t o  d e s t r o y  
it a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A. P o s s i b l y ,  depending on what I though t  I should 
do w i t h  it when I r ead  it, Should I go i n  and ask Major 
POWELL whether  w e  keep t h i s  o r  throw it zway? I t ' s  been 
around h e r e  fc . r  a  long  t ime.  What do we  do wi th  i t ?  I ' m  
a t  t h e  p o i n t  now where I can't s a y  whether  I threw it away 
o r  p u t  it i n  t h e  f i l e .  

0- Would you have taken it upon y o u r s e l f  t o  throw away 
a document t h a t  was p o s s i b l y  s igned  by a d i v i s i o n  o f f i c e r  s e t t -
i n g  f o r t h  a complaint  o r  p o s s i b l y  a r e p o r t  upon a complaint  
s i g n e d  by an o f f i c e r ,  e i t h e r  one o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f f i c e r s  o r  
a b r i g a d e  commander? 

A. Not on myse l f ,  depending upon whether  o r  n o t  t h e r e  
w a s  any f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  t o  be taken  w i t h  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  
of paper .  

Q- Well,  assuming--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Like I s a y ,  I d i d n ' t  know whether 
I went t o  Major POWELL and asked him. 

Q. Assuming t h e r e  w a s  no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  t o  be t aken ,  
assuming t h a t  t h e  s i g n o f f  on t h e  document i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
m a t t e r  can now be  regarded  a s  c lo sed ,  i f  t h a t  w e r e  t h e  con-
c l u s i o n ,  would you have t aken  it upon y o u r s e l f  t o  throw such 
a t h i n g  away? 

A, No, sir. 
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Q. To whom would you have turned,  wanting t o  g e t  t h e  
paper o u t  of t h e  pending f i l e  and i n t o  a r epos i to ry?  

A. I would have turned  t o  Major POWELL. I would 
have asked him. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h i s  case  of 
tu rn ing  t o  Major POWELL? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q o  Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i t  was i n  a e a r l i e r  time 
frame and t h a t  you turned  t o  Colonel PARSON? 

A.  No, sir.  No, I ' m  s u r e  I d i d n ' t  go t o  Colonel 
PARSON. 

Q.  O r  t o  Major BEASLEY, when he made one of t h e s e  
v i s i t s ,  what do. . w e  do with t h i s  th ing?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  i f  t h e  dec i s ion  were made t o  throw it 
away, it would have come from Major POWELL. I would have 
asked him. 

Q. Well, Major POWELL a r r i v e d  contemporaneous,ly o r  
thereabouts  wi th  y o u r s e l f ,  and t h i s  would have r e l a t e d  t o  
something t h a t  w a s  handled by o t h e r s  i n  an e a r l i e r  time per-
iod .  You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any at tempt ,  e i t h e r  by you 
o r  by Major POWELL, t o  make inqu i ry  of those  who had a c t u a l l y  
been p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  paper was received? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I don ' t  r e c a l l  my making any 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  t h e  paper ,  no, o t h e r  than poss ib ly  asking 
Major POWELL what d i s p o s i t i o n  we should make on it, what 
w e  should do wi th  ito I r e a l i z e  t h i s  i s  awfully vague. 

I0: Do you remember doing t h i s  o r  a r e  you dec id ing  
t h i s  a s  a p o s s i b i l i t y ?  

A. This  is  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  

Q. There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  you e i t h e r  s a w  it i n  t h e  
f i l e  o r  p u t  it i n  t h e  f i l e ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- You d o n ' t  know which of t h e s e  it i s ?  W e  could 
probably come up wi th  some o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  too .  
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A. I r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  s ir .  A l l  I know, I ' m  s u r e  I saw 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  of paper .  I d o n ' t  know what happened 
t o  it. 

9. You dong t know when you saw it, you don t know 
t h e  c i rcumstances  under which you saw i t ,  and you d o n ' t  know 
what happened t o  i t ?  

A, T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q. But you do know t h a t  you saw a pape r  tha t - -  

A. 	 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I remember s e e i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
pa-per. 


Q e  
 And it was a s h o r t  paper?  

A, Y e s ,  s ir .  

8. I rcsan w e k e  n o t  t a l k i n g  about a 25-page paper .  

A. I t  was one I was a b l e  t o  s i t  down and very qu ick ly  
r ead ,  because I d i d  r e a d  it. 

Q- You i n d i c a t e d  once he re  today it was about one 
page? 

A. I know 	 it was s h o r t  because I r e a d  through it. 

MR MACCRATE: Were you conscious of r e a d i n g  something t h a t  o r i g -  
i n a t e d  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar te rs  l e v e l ,  t h a t  i s  t o  say  
from one o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  someone 
i n  t h e  command b u i l d i n g ,  o r  was it something t h a t  o r i g i n a t e d  
a t  br igade  l e v e l ?  

'A. It  s e e m s  t h a t  it was o r i g i n a t e d  o u t s i d e  of t h e  
headquar t e r s  o f  d i v i s i o n .  

Q- And do you mean by t h a t  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  
o r  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  It could  have been.  

Q. W e l l ,  I s t a t e d  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  and I was ask ing  which 
o f  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know which, I j u s t  d o n ' t  
know. 
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Q- But you f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s ignoff  on t h e  t h i n g  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  ma t t e r  i s  closed? 

A. Yes, sir. 

I 0 : Well, j u s t  a  minute, l e t  me pu t  another  connotat ion 
on t h i s .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  wi th in  the  memorandum i t s e l f  o r  
the  l e t t e r ,  it s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  has been i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and 
the  a l l e g a t i o n s  which were made could no t  be s u b s t a n t i a t e d  o r  
had proven f a l s e ,  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  Now, was t h e r e  
any a d d i t i o n a l  w r i t i n g  on here  which i n d i c a t e d  t h i s  was a 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  response? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I can r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  were no indorsements. 
There were no w r i t i n g s  a t t ached  o r  w r i t t e n  across  t h e  f a c e  
of it. 

Q J u s t  a p l a i n  s h e e t  of paper? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was it addressed t o  t h e  commanding genera l ,  do 
you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I ' m  j u s t  b a r e l y  a b l e  t o  
r e c a l l  t h e  con ten t s .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Do you by any chance r e c a l l  whether it w a s  
a  carbon o r  an o r i g i n a l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was an o r i g i n a l .  

Q e  Memo; DF? 
A. No, it was a l e t t e r .  

I0: I f  I gave you a  d a t e  of 4 ,  5, o r  6 Apr i l ,  would 
t h a t  r i n g  a  b e l l ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. No. 

A, I t  j u s t  r e a l l y  b o i l s  down t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I 
r e c a l l  a  c e r t a i n  amount of context  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l e t t e r .  
I d o n ' t  recognize t h e  d a t e .  
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Q e  Bel i eve  me, w e  recognize  t h e  problems you are 
having.  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  we a r e  t a k i n g  you back a t o t a l  
of 1 8  months a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and w e  a r e  a sk ing  you about 
d e t a i l s  of  a pape r  t h a t  d i d  n o t  appear  t o  have any import  
t o  you, B u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  reason  why w e  are s e a r c h i n g ,  t o  s e e  
what we can do t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  f a c t s  concerning t h i s  par -  
t i c u l a r  paper .  

MR MACCRATE: You have given us f u r t h e r  conf i rmat ion  t h a t  t h e  
document reached  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s ,  t h a t  it was t h e r e .  
You s a w  i t ,  which p r e s e n t s  u s ,  as you can s e e ,  w i t h  a f u r t h e r  
q u e s t i o n  of  where d i d  it go? W e  a r e  p u t t i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t o  
you i n  t h e  b r o a d e s t  way f o r  any in fo rma t ion  t h a t  you can 
provide  a s  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  it went from t h a t  p o i n t  i n  
t i m e ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t ,  anyone 
t h a t  you can r e c a l l  who i n d i c a t e d  an i n t e r e s t  i n  it, o r  t h e  
k i n d  of f i l e  t h a t  would be a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  it t o  go i n .  
These a r e  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w e  have been a s k i n g ,  and I emphasize 
t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  n a t u r e  of  o u r  i n q u i r y .  

10: Could t h i s  have been one o f  t h e  papers  t h a t  you 
s a w  i n  t h e  s t a c k  o f  papers  t h a t  you and Major POWELL s t acked  
up f o r  Major BEASLEY? 

A. I t ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y o  I remember d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  
p i e c e  o f  paper  w i t h  Major POWELL. 

MR MACCRATE: And you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  M-35? 

A. I do remember mentioning t h i s  t o  him. 

I0: Do you r e c a l l  whether  he  s a i d  t h a t  paper  had been 
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  o r  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I remember I j u s t  mentioned i t  t o  him 
because it came i n .  I d o n ' t  remember how it came i n .  I t  came 
i n  and I had r e a d  it. I made t h e  comment t o  him, " I  d o n ' t  
know why we g o t  t h i s  s i n c e  w e  a r e  n o t  i nvo lved . "  Seems l i k e  
i t ' s  l i k e  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  we g e t .  Every p i e c e  o f  paper  t h a t  
was pub l i shed ,  we'd end up wi th  it. 

Q- There a r e  many ways you could  have g o t t e n  t h i s .  
Th i s  could  have come i n  through t h e  headqua r t e r s  w i th  a s t a c k  
of VC propaganda,  f o r  example? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q .  I t  cou ld  have been s p e c i f i c a l l y  addressed  t o  t h e  
headqua r t e r s?  

A. Usual ly  t h e  propaganda t h a t  came i n  was brought  
i n  by t h e  G5 and was hand-car r ied  t o  e i t h e r  one o f  t h e  A D C ' s  . 
This  w a s  by Major HOLTOM. 

Q- Did Colone l  ANISTRANSKI e v e r  b r i n g  any o f  it i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. This  w a s  hand-car r ied  i n .  It w a s n ' t  
s e n t  through d i s t r i b u t i o n  l i k e  normal. But t h e s e  were 
usua l ly  l e a f l e t s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I on ly  r e c a l l  one 
i n s t a n c e  of  a l e a f l e t  coming i n ,  and it had a buck s l i p  on 
it, a r e g u l a r  D D 9 5  a t t a c h e d .  Tha t  was t h e  on ly  one I can 
recall  be ing  s e n t  through d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

Q. W e l l ,  normally--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  know what t h e  importance 
was. I never  was a b l e  t o  f i n d  o u t  what t h e  importance o f  
hand-carrying something t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  was, r a t h e r  t h a n  
having it go through t h e  message c e n t e r .  

Q- The importance? You have a s t a c k  of  l e a f l e t s .  
You probably g o t  a l i t t l e  readout  on it from an i n t e r p r e t e r  
o r  t r a n s l a t o r .  You go i n  and b r i e f  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  
on t h e  t ypes  o f  propaganda t h e  VC are us ing .  

A .  The o n l y  ones  I saw come through w e r e  a l l  i n  
Engl i sh .  They w e r e  i n  Eng l i sh ,  p r i n t e d  by t h e  North Vietnamese 
o r  Nat iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  Front .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r ' o n e  would have had t o  have 
been t r a n s l a t e d ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. But you do remember t h a t ,  because a s  I r e c a l l  i n  
your p rev ious  teskimony you thought  t h i s  w a s  odd, t h a t  i n  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  of  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  Quang Ngai 
Province ,  f o r  example, somebody would be t a l k i n g  about  t h e  
3d Brigade o f  t h e  82d which had n o t  a r r i v e d  i n  coun t ry  much 
b e f o r e  t h i s .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember Colonel  ANISTRANSKI b e i n g  i n -  
volved i n  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  t i m e  frame o f  May and 
June 196 8? 
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A. NO, s ir .  

10: This  one document we're  t a l k i n g  about ,  t h a t  Nat ional  
L ibe ra t ion  Front  paper t h a t  you s a i d  you have seen  o r  something 
very s i m i l a r  t o  it. Do you remember what happened t o  t h a t  
document? 

A. No. I t  went i n  t o  Major P O m L L ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
it a f t e r  t h a t .  

COL ARMSTRONG: You might have even hand-carr ied it i n  t o  him 
and c a l l e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t ,  because you commented, "Why 
i s  it f o r  us?" 

A .  I d i d  hand-carry it i n  t o  him, and I c a l l e d  it t o  
h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  I wondered why we got  t h i s  because it doesn ' t  
concern us. The t e x t  of t h e  conversat ion w a s ,  w e l l ,  we g e t  
everyth ing  anyway. 

I0: Do you r e c a l l  any more about t h i s  one copy of 
t h i s  VC propaganda? 

A. N O ,  sir.  I vaguely remember t h i s .  That could have 
been f l o a t i n g  around too ,  then.  

(The wi tness  reviews M-33. ) 

I vaguely remember t h i s .  I t ' s  funny, bu t  I 
remember j u s t  l i k e  t h e  word "demagogy." I r e c a l l  t h e s e  o t h e r  
words: "American guns a r e  i n  your hands. P o i n t  t o  American 
heads and shoot! " 

Q* Well, i t ' s  i n  t h i s  one r i g h t  he re :  "What a re  you
wai t ing  for!  Use r i g h t  American guns t o  shoot  r i g h t  t h e i r  
heads i n  o r d e r  t o  avenge our  people." 

MR MACCRATE: Against  a background of t h e s e  documents you have 
now examined and r e c a l l ,  would you reexamine E x h i b i t  R - 1  and 
s e e  i f  any p o r t i o n  of t h a t  i s  f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A. No, sir.  I ' v e  looked a t  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h i s  l e t t e r .  

10: The t h i n g  t h a t  we 're  f i n d i n g  s o  confusing i n  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n ,  Sergeant  SAIMONS,  i s  t h a t  we d o n ' t  f i n d  t h e  logs .  
W e  don ' t  f i n d  any of t h e  documents. 
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A. Perhaps Sergeant  LOFTIS w i l l  be a b l e  t o  he lp  you 
determine what happened t o  t h e  logs .  I c a n ' t  imagine what 
happened t o  them. They were a l l  t h e r e  when I l e f t ,  a s  were 
a l l  t h e  documents, 

Q - .You had an inventory when t h e  documents were s igned 
over  t o  you from Sergeant  RITCHIE? 

A. RITCHIE. 

Q. You s igned  from him, and had a l i k e  inventory  and 
change of documents with Sergeant LOFTIS? 

A. I might add, Sergeant  LOFTIS was very,  very 
consc ient ious ,  and he wanted t o  make su re  he had everyth ing  
t h a t  was i n  t h e  l og  before  he s igned f o r  anything. That was 
one of t h e  i n s t a n c e s  where we had t o  run a l l  over  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
t o  f i n d  every k ind  of document and e s t a b l i s h  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  
f o r  them. 

MR MACCIIATE: What more can you t e l l  us about t h e  documents 
t h a t  Major BEASLEY l e f t  behind t h a t  you had t o  ga ther  toge the r?  
You s a i d  t h e r e  were two envelopes.  Do you r e c a l l  now what 
e l s e ?  You s a i d  t h e r e  was a g r e a t  d i s a r r a y  of papers  s c a t t e r e d  
around, and t h i s  would seem t o  r e f l e c t  upon t h e  document 
c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  some e x t e n t .  

A .  Some of them were personal  papers .  There was a 
couple of recommendations f o r  awards t h a t  he had s t a r t e d  t o  
w r i t e .  He had some personal  l e t t e r s  t h e r e  a l s o  of commendations 
and apprec ia t ion .  Most of it appeared t o  be of a personal  
na tu re ,  a s  were t h e  two envelopes.  

10: But you d o n ' t  know whether they wexe personal  o r  
not .  A 1 1  t hey  were were h i s  envelopes. 

A. That i s  r i g h t .  But Major POWELL i n s t r u c t e d  me t o  
t ake  a l l  of t h a t  s t u f f  t h a t  had h i s  name on it and p u t  it 
up on t h e  bookshelf .  When he would come i n ,  t e l l  him t o  
pick jt up and g e t  it out, 

Q- Was he a  paper packra t?  

A. I f  you could have seen t h a t  p lace  when w e  went i n  
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t h e r e ,  ,you would have thought  s o .  

MR MACCRATE: Sergean t  PAIMONS, I show you E x h i b i t  M-44 and 
ask you i f  you have e v e r  seen t h a t ?  Do you recal l  it be ing  
among any pape r s  t h a t  you processed? .. 

(Witness reviews E x h i b i t  M- 44 .  ) 

A. No, sir ,  I c a n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e  b u t ,  t h a t  i s  vaguely 
f a m i l i a r .  I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. There  i s  a d r a f t  of  a c i t a t i o n  which appears  on 
about  t h e  f i f t h  s h e e t  i n  o r  s i x t h  s h e e t  i n .  Can you i d e n t i f y  
t h e  ok ,  p o s s i b l y  DM, t h a t  appears  i n  t h e  upper  r igh t -hand  
co rne r?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Was t h e r e  a c l e r k  o r  someone i n  t h e  G1 shop who 
he lped  draw up c i t a t i o n s  and would come i n  t o  d i v i s i o n  
headqua r t e r s  w i t h  them? 

A. No, I ' m  n o t - - l e t ' s  s e e ,  when the--I  r e c a l l  when 
t h e  1st Cav, whatever  t h e  cav regiment  w a s  w e  had--

I 0: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry .  

A.  There was a cons ide rab le  amount o f  h e l p  f o r  them 
i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  t h e  awards due t o  t h e  fact  t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s ' s o  many of  them, which l a t e r ,  o f  course--normally,  
t h e  awards a r e  recommended and t h e s e  recommendations boarded 
b e f o r e  t hey  came t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
even though it s a y s  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  of  t h e  America1 
Dip i s ion ,  a l l  t h e  recommendations w e r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  board.  

MR MACCRATE: And i n  t h i s  f i l e  which you have  b e f o r e  you, 
t h e  p roces s ing  i s  recorded ,  you have t h e  awards work s h e e t .  
I t  i s  reviewed by Colonel  WOOD and Colone l  BAXLEY and Colonel  
JONES? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- And t h e n  you come t o  the-- 
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A. ( I n t e q o s i n g )  Colonel JONES was from DIVARTY. 
Colonel BAXLEY w a s  t h e  G3, and I be l i eve  Colonel WOOD was t h e  
G 4 .  However, I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q. And t h e n  you say t h a t  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  a d j u t a n t  
genera l  r e tu rned  t h e  recommendations f o r  an explanat ion  of  
t h e  l a t e  submission. You g e t  an indorsement by t h e  a d j u t a n t  
of t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  Captain DOVE, and then  i t ' s  
passed on up, apparen t ly .  A proposed c i t a t i o n  i s  prepared 
and rev i sed ,  and t h e n  we have t h e  t o p  s h e e t  which i s  t h e  t e x t  
of t h e  award o v e r  Colonel PARSON'S name a c t i n g  f o r  t h e  CG. 
Now, how much of t h i s  handl ing would go on i n  t h e  headquar ters ,  
and what i n  your command headquarters ,  and what would a c t u a l l y  
be t h e  p rocess ing  as it went through your o f f i c e ?  

A. The recommendations f o r  awards would be s e n t  t o  
t h e  G 1 ,  and would be processed through t h e  board and a l l  t h a t .  
Now, when t h a t ' s  completed, i f  t h e  board approves it, we had 
these  l a r g e  f o l d e r s  t h a t  were marked, "America1 Divis ion 
Awards." On t h e  l e f t -hand  s i d e  of t h e  f o l d e r  would go a l l  t h e  
c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  and on t h e  right-hand s i d e  of t h e  f o l d e r  would 
go t h e  board worksheet,  t h e  f i n a l  copy of t h e  worksheet. 
That would be it. And what we'd do i s  go through a l l  of t h e  
worksheets and compare them with t h e  award t o  make s u r e  t h a t  
a l l  of t h e  awards were t h e r e  and t h a t  General KOSTER's  and 
General GETTYS' s i g n a t u r e  blocks were a f f i x e d  proper ly .  Then 
these  awards would go d i r e c t l y  i n t o  Major POWELL, and he would 
give them t o  t h e  j u n i o r  a ide .  The junior  a ide  would check 
them over  t o  make s u r e  they were r i g h t  and t h a t  we h a d n ' t  made 
any mistakes,  supposedly. Then the  awards would be hand- 
c a r r i e d ,  t h e  whole f o l d e r ,  i n t o  t h e  commanding genera l .  

I0 : J u n i o r  o r  t h e  s e n i o r  a i d e ,  who would check those? 

A .  J u n i o r  a ide .  

a - H e  s a t  i n  your o f f  i c e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  he  was s i t t i n g  r i g h t  next  t o  t h e  SGS, 
a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  And then  he would hand-carry, 
o r  Major POWELL would hand-carry them t o  t h e  genera l ,  and 
of tent imes  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f .  Af te r  t h e  genera l  s igned 
o f f  on them, they  would come back t o  me. The s e n i o r  a ide  o r  
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t h e  c l e r k  o r  t h e  s t e n o  would hand-carry them back t o  me. I 
would go through them t o  make s u r e  they were a l l  s igned.  Then 
they  would go back t o  t h e  AG. 

8 - You s a i d  they came t o  t h e  G l .  Did they come 
t o  t h e  G 1  o r  d i d  they  go t o  t h e  AG? 

A.  To t h e  AG. 

Q - Which, of  course ,  i s  a p a r t  of G 1  s t a f f  s e c t i o n .  

A. A t  no t i m e  d i d  we e v e r  s e e  proposed c i t a t i o n s  
l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. But on t h a t  r e w r i t e ,  a s  c l o s e l y  acquainted a s  
you w e r e  with t h e  headquar ters ,  when a recommendation came 
i n ,  f o r  example, i n  t h a t  form, before  it went t o  t h e  board,  
was it n o t  customary f o r  your e n l i s t e d  e d i t o r  t o  go through 
and e d i t  it, n o t  only t o  p e r f e c t  it b u t  a l s o  t o  make su re  
t h e r e  weren ' t  some words and phrases  used i n  t h e r e  t h a t  
were taboo. I remember c e r t a i n  words t h a t  I would j u s t  never 
s t a n d  t o  have i n  any of t h e  c i t a t i o n s - -  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' l l  be q u i t e  hones t  wi th  you. I 
d o n ' t  know who e d i t e d  those .  

MR MACCRATE: But you say you b e l i e v e  you r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t -  
i c u l a r  c i t a t i o n ,  M-44, a t  t h e  headquar ters .  What could you 
r e c a l l  about t h a t ?  

A. The only  t h i n g  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  i s  I poss ib ly  
s a w  it. I d i d  see--I guess I saw it. I d o n ' t  know. 

, 	 10: You wouldn ' t  s e e  a copy of t h e  c i t a t i o n .  You 
j u s t  s e e  the-- 

A. 	 ( In te rpos ing)  I 'd s e e  t h i s .  

W? MACCRATE: When you say  t h i s ,  you a r e  p o i n t i n g  t o  which 
shee t?  

A. The t h i r d  s h e e t ,  s i r ,  t h e  recommendation f o r  

decora t ions .  There would be t h a t ,  and a t t ached  t o  t h e  

t o p  of t h a t  would be t h e  awards attachment s h e e t ;  
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10: Recommendation of  t h e  board members3 

A. And the l a s t  page, previous decora t ions .  Those 
would be t h e  t h r e e  i tems t h a t  would be i n  t h e  f o l d e r  when it 
came up from AG. ~ v e r y t h i n gwas j u s t  about l e f t  t o  t h e  board.  
When t h e  board recommended approval on i t - - i f  t h e  board d i s -  
approved a l l  of them, they would come over  i n  a f o l d e r  with- 
o u t  t h e  c i t a t i o n ,  I mean without  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  themselves,  
j u s t  t h i s ,  s i n c e  t h e  commanding genera l  f o r  an award of t h i s  
type  would have t o  approve o r  disapprove it only h imsel f .  I n  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  e a s e ,  I s e e  a l l  t h e  approvals  on it with t h e  .' 

except ion of one, T h a t ' s  an i n d i c a t i o n  it d i d  come over  with 
a c e r t i f i c a t e  i n  t h e  f o l d e r .  

MI? MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  any d i scuss ion  
about t h i s  o r  anyone t y i n g  it t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  r e p o r t  t h a t  you 
saw t h e r e ,  about a complaint by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ?  

A. None whatsoever,  s ir .  S i r ,  one t h i n g  t h a t  I do 
r e c a l l  about t h i s .  Again, I c a n ' t  say t h a t  i t ' s  t h i s  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  one. I remember a d i scuss ion  about t h e  recommendation 
f o r  an award t h a t  was submit ted s o  l a t e .  Of course again ,  w e  
had a l o t  of thew t h a t  were l i k e  t h a t .  But i n  t h i s  pa r t i cu -  
l a r  i n s t a n c e ,  I remember an i n d i v i d u a l  saying  t h a t  it was 
l a t e  being submit ted  because a couple of people o r  one of t h e  
people was k i l l e d .  But I d o n ' t  remember what bea r ing  t h a t  it 
poss ib ly  had on t h i s .  I t ' s  j u s t  a r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q - W e l l ,  l e t  me pu t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  recommendation 
i n  a l i t t l e  broader  frame of re ference .  This  is  a h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  wha had f l y i n g  wi th  him a crew chief  and a doorgunner, 
and t h e  event  f o r  which t h e  c i t a t i o n  i s  made, a s  you w i l l  no te ,  
i s  i n  t h e  middle o f  March. I n  t h e  middle of  A p r i l  o r  f i r s t  
p a r t  of A p r i l ,  t h e  doorgunner was k i l l e d .  Excuse me, t h e  crew 
ch ie f  was k i l l e d .  Both t h e  crew c h i e f  and t h e  doorgunner were 
p u t  i n  f o r  c i t a t i o n s  by t h e  p i l o t ,  and you w i l l  no te  here  t h a t  
t h e  doorgunner i s  t h e  one who has pu t  i n  t h e  p i l o t .  So i f  
t h e r e  i s  a case  where a t  l e a s t  one of those who would n a t u r a l l y  
support  t h i s  recommendation had been k i l l e d  t h e  fol lowing 
month, does t h a t  f i t  t o g e t h e r  i n  any way. ANDREOTTA was t h e  
name of t h e  crew c h i e f ,  and COLBURN was t h e  name of t h e  door- 
gunner. 

10: For t h e  r ecord ,  I w,ould l i k e  t o  make a c o r r e c t i o n  
t o  your s ta tement .  Spec 4 COLBURN submit ted an eyewitness 
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s t a t e m e n t  i n  suppor t  o f  t h e  recommendation o f  an award f o r  
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. 

MR MACCRATE: I d i d  n o t  mean t o  confuse  you, Se rgean t  SAIMONS. 

10:  Somebody i s  l i a b l e  t o  see t h a t  l a te r  on and wonder 
what i s  going on. 

A.  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  p u t  any s i g n i f i c a n c e  on t h a t .  

Q - Conceivably,  t h e r e  may have been some t a l k  around 
the h e a d q u a r t e r s  on t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  

A. I have g iven  t h a t  some thought  t o o ,  General .  I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w i t h  r e f e r -  
ence t o  My L a i  o r  Son My. I t h i n k  where it i s  coming from 
o r  where it came from i s  j u s t  running a c r o s s  p i e c e s  of co r r e -
spondence t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  it wi thou t  making head o r  t a i l s  o f  
what w e  w e r e  r ead ing .  

a - Y e s .  Unless somebody took some t ime t o  s i t  down 
and look a t  t h e s e ,  t o  p u t  t h e  b i t s  and p i e c e s  t o g e t h e r ,  it 
could be a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t .  

When d i d  you r e p o r t  down h e r e ,  Se rgean t  SAIMONS? 
Did you j u s t  come i n  l a s t  n i g h t  o r  today? W e l l ,  today i s  
Thursday. I want t o  h o l d  you i n  h e r e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  2 more days .  
Now t h a t  we have gone through t h i s  l i n e  of  q u e s t i o n i n g  and 
b e f o r e  you d e p a r t  from t h i s  a r e a ,  I want t o  have an o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  s i t  down w i t h  you and t a l k  f o r  a s h o r t  t ime a g a i n .  One 
t h i n g  t h a t  I t h i n k  w e  have t o l d  you about  t h e s e  l o g s .  W e  have 
been looking  f o r  t h e s e  l ogs .  Very few of  t h e s e  papers  t h a t  
you have seen  h e r e  have we been a b l e  t o  f i n d  i n  t h e  headquar- 
ters of t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  W e  have t h e s e  p a p e r s ,  b u t  I 
must s ay  we had t o  g e t  them from o t h e r  s o u r c e s .  We have look- 
e d ,  w e  have had t h e  d i v i s i o n  look we've had teams look .  W e  
have looked through a l l  t h e  r e t i r e d  f i l e s  page-by-page. Now 
I would ask you i f  you can p o s s i b l y  t h i n k  of anyth ing  t h a t  
might have happened t o  pape r s  such as t h e s e ?  

MR MACCRATE: The on ly  document o f  t h o s e  which you have been 
shown which a c t u a l l y  came from t h e  America1 f i l e s  i s  t h i s  l a s t  
one I showed t o  you, M-44. 
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A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Sergeant LOFTIS r e t i r e d  t h e s e  
documents. I d o n ' t  know. He may have forwarded them t o  t h e  
records holding a r e a  on 1,January,  I don ' t  know. 

10: When did you depar t ?  

A. I depar ted  i n  October. 

Q r  And LOFTIS came on i n  October a few days before  
you departed? 

A. No, he  was t h e r e  q u i t e  a while .  

Q. That is r i g h t .  He was i n  t h e  o t h e r  s e c t i o n .  I was 
j u s t  th ink ing  about how long he would have remained t h e r e .  

A. He l e f t  i n  May of l a s t  year .  

MR MACCRATE: D i d  you a t  t h e  time Colonel PARSON depar ted ,  pu t  
toge the r  any papers  t h a t  he took with him? 

A. No, noth ing  more than  OER worksheets t h a t  he main- 
t a i n e d  i n  h i s  own desk drawer. 

10: He would come and c l e a r  ou t  h i s  f i l e ,  f o r  example, 
i n  your s a f e ?  

A. The i t e m s  t h a t  were i n  t h e r e ,  I gave t o  him, which 
amounted t o  p r a c t i c a l l y  nothing. I had s e v e r a l  copies  of work- 
s h e e t s  of O E R ' s  t h a t  he had given me t o  t a k e  c a r e  of f o r  him. 
I had p u t  those  i n  t h a t  f i l e ,  b u t  t h a t  was a l l .  

a - Well, how about t h e  depar tu re  of Major POWELL, 
who l e f t  t h e  headquar ters ,  I b e l i e v e ,  before  you d id .  

A. Yes. H e  d id .  

Q. About a month o r  so.  

A. He d i d n ' t  t ake  anything with him. 

MR MACCRATE: W e l l ,  d i d  you t ake  anything t o  e i t h e r  of  them 
when you went down i n  October and , jo ined  them at-- 
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The o n l y  t h i n g  I took  down t o  him 
w a s  a p laque  t h a t  he  had been awarded. The p l aques  d i d n ' t  
come i n  u n t i l  a f t e r  h e  d e p a r t e d .  

10: W e l l ,  w e  a r e  go ing  t o  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. I wish I cou ld  have been more h e l p f u l .  

Q. A s  I s a y ,  w e  w i l l  a r r a n g e  s o  t h a t  you can come 
back i n .  I t  w i l l  b e  e i t h e r  tomorrow o r  Sa turday  morning, s o  
t h a t  w e  can spend a  l i t t l e  more t i m e  w i t h  you. 

A. Righ t ,  sir. 

I0 : I n  t h e  meantime, w e  would l i k e  you t o  be  t h i n k i n g  
a b o u t  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  documents we 've  been q u e s t i o n i n g  you 
on. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I would l i k e  t o  c a u t i o n  you t h a t  you have 
been o r d e r e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  t e s t imony  h e r e  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  any of t h e  w i t n e s s e s  t h a t  may appea r  i n  t h i s  inves -  
t i g a t i o n .  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  r ece s sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1430 h o u r s ,  5 February  
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0 8 4 2  h o u r s ,  7 February  
1970.)  

I0 : Hearing w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l l owing  named pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  S e r g e a n t  F i r s t  C l a s s  
Nick E.  SAIMONS. S e r g e a n t  SAIMONS, I remind you t h a t  you re-
main under o a t h  b e f o r e  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

10: You r e c a l l ,  Se rgean t  SAIMONS, when w e  r e c e s s e d  
p r e v i o u s l y ,  w e  asked you t o  remain i n  t h e  a r e a  and a l s o  t o  
t h i n k  about  c e r t a i n  i t e m s  which you s e e m  t o  r e c a l l .  Our pur-  
pose  was t o  p r o v i d e  you a l i t t l e  t i m e  t o  see i f  you can p u t  
some of t h e s e  t h i n g s  i n t o  a  l i t t l e  b i t  b e t t e r  f o c u s .  T h a t ' s  
o u r  purpose  h e r e  t h i s  morning. P l u s ,  w e  want t o  a s k  a few 
a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s .  
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One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  you seem t o  remember had t o  do 
with a r e p o r t  i n  response t o  an a l l e g a t i o n  which had been 
made by a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i lo t - -  

A. , ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir. 

Q- With r e s p e c t  t o  some c i v i l i a n s  which may have 
been k i l l e d .  

, 

A. I took some notes  down here  a f t e r  I l e f t  he re  t h e  
o t h e r  day. I remember see ing  a  l e t t e r ,  r e fe renc ing  a  hel icop-  
t e r  p i l o t ' s  complaint of ground t roops  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
where noncombatants were loca ted .  This would probably c l a r i -  
f y  it a l i t t l e  b i t  more than what I s a i d  t h e  o t h e r  day. I 
s t i l l  c a n ' t  remember who s igned t h i s  l e t t e r .  However, I do 
f e e l ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h i s  probably came from t h e  br igade com-
mander because it made reference  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  having 
been conducted and t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  found t o  be unt rue .  I re-
member i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  a t  t h e  same time t h a t  he i n d i c a t e d  c i v i -  
l i a n  noncombatants were, i n  f a c t ,  moved t o  a s a f e  haven by 
t h e  ground t roops.  But I s t i l l  d o n ' t  remember who s igned it. 
I f e e l ,  though, t h a t  i t  must have been t h e  br igade commander 
o r  someone a s s o c i a t e d  with t h e  br igade because,  i n  f a c t ,  it 
involved--I can remember a  por t ion  of it saying  c i v i l i a n  
noncombatants were moved by ground t roops .  This l eads  m e  t o  
be l i eve  it was poss ib ly  w r i t t e n  by someone i n  t h e  br igade .  

Q - You r e c a l l  t h a t  they were moved by ground t roops .  
You d o n ' t  remember anything about a  h e l i c o p t e r  having moved 
some of them? 

A. No, sir. I don ' t .  N o .  

Q - Were t h e r e  any mentionings of names i n  t h e r e ?  
Was My Lai  ( 4 )  mentioned, f o r  exaniple? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Was Co Lay mentioned? C-0-L-A-Y. 

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  name. 

Q. Was t h e  name of t h e  u n i t  commander, e i t h e r  Captain 
MEDINA o r  Captain MICHLES, mentioned? 
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A. The name Captain MICHLES r i n g s  a b e l l .  I hope i t  
i s  n o t  power of suggest ion,  b u t  it does sound f a m i l i a r .  

Q* Now, I donEt want t o  put  thoughts i n  your mind, 
b u t  Captain MICHLES was k i l l e d  about 2 months a f t e r  t h a t  o r  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you a r r ived .  Actua l ly ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  you a r r i v e d  
t h e r e  sometime around t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of May. Captain MICHLES 
was k i l l e d  along with Colonel BARKER. 

A. I r e c a l l  when Colonel BARKER was k i l l e d .  

Q - Well, t h e  two of them were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  same 
h e l i c o p t e r .  So you a r e  a s s o c i a t i n g  MICHLES no t  wi th  t h i s  
accident--

A. No, s i r ,  with r e fe rence  t o  t h i s  l e t t e r .  

Q - Was t h e r e  anything i n  t h e r e  about t h e  Navy, about 
s w i f t  boats?  

A. No, sir.  I n  reference  t o  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  I d o n ' t  re -
c a l l  ever  see ing  a  reques t  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was 
conducted. I t h i n k  t h i s  perhaps happened be fo re ,  and what I 
saw was j u s t  a l e t t e r .  I ' m  s u r e  it was a13 o r i g i n a l ,  no t  a 
COPY 

Q. Was t h e r e  any re fe rence  t o  -- I ' l l  g ive  you a few 
names and s e e  i f  these  s t a r t  t o  f a l l  i n  p lace  -- t h a t  t h e  
r e p o r t  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been conducted by Colonel LUPER? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- Colone1 BLACKLEDGE? 

I know of both of these  people bu t . .  .. 
Q. Major MCKNIGHT? Colonel BEERS? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Now, when we t a l k e d  be fo re ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  you s a i d  
t h e  r e p o r t  cons i s t ed  of a memo o r  l e t t e r  and i t  was one page 
approximately. 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  This  i s  what I was a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  o f  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  thiing. 

MR MACCRATE: Can you r e c a l l  any th ing  o f  t h e  c i rcumstances  i n  
which you s.aw i t ,  speak ing  about  it t o  anyone? 

A. No. I t r i e d  t o  remember where I saw t h a t  p i e c e  
of  pape r ,  and I know it w a s  a t  my desk.  I r e c a l l  t h a t .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  c i rcumstances  of  it be ing  on my desk o r  where 
it went from my d e s k .  The on ly  p l a c e  t h a t  i t  could have gone,  
t h a t  I would have s e n t  it, would haven i n  t o  t h e  SGS. 

10: D o  you r e c a l l  whether it was c l a s s i f i e d  o r  n o t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was c l a s s i f i e d .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  any c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  marks on it. I can on ly  r e c a l l  --
1 w r ~ t eit down -- t h r e e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  wh i l e  I w a s  t h e r e .  I 
have l i s t e d  them in o r d e r .  Kham Duc i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  a l l e g e d  
rape  and murder of n u r s e s ,  and t h e  f a l s e  awards of t h e  1st 
Squadron, 1st Cava l ry .  Those a r e  t h e  t h r e e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
t h a t  I do r e c a l l  q u i t e  v i v i d l y .  I b e l i e v e  w h a t ' s  happened 
w i t h  t h i s  o t h e r  t h i n g ,  i s  t h a t  I g o t  r i g h t  i n  on t h e  t a i l  end 
of  i t ,  had no knowledge of  it i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  o f  t h e r e  be ing  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

MR MACCRATE: Can you r e l a t e  it t o  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  materials 
t o  you by Se rgean t  RITCHIE? 

A.  N o ,  s i r ,  I thought  about  t h a t ,  t o o .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
so .  I t h i n k  t h i s  p i e c e  of  paper  may have come o u t  o f  t h e  
g e n e r a l ' s  of £ i c e  and somehow ended up on my desk ,  w i t h  m e  n o t  
knowing what  t o  d o  w i t h  it, and n o t  paying t o o  much a t t e n t i o n  
t o  it. I do r e c a l l ,  and t h i s  is  probably i r r e l e v a n t ,  d u r i n g  
t h e  pe r iod  I w a s  t h e r e  w e  had,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what 
t h e y ' r e  about ,  b u t  w e  had s e v e r a l  i t e m s ,  when I speak o f  
s e v e r a l  i t e m s ,  I mean two o r  t h r e e  i t e m s ,  t h a t  w e r e  l o s t .  
What happened t o  t h i s  paper  I d o n ' t  know. They w e r e  i t e m s  
t h a t  w e r e  requested by t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  Colonel  PARSON, 
and when he went t o  g e t  t h e  documents, t h e y  w e r e  gone. W e  
c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  them anywhere. This  happened i n  two i n s t a n c e s  
t h a t  I r e c a l l .  However, I c a n ' t  remember what t h e y  were,  
what t h e s e  i t ems  w e r e  t h a t  w e  were looking  f o r  and c o u l d n ' t  
f i n d .  
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I0: For  what purpose w e r e  they  look ing  f o r  them? 
Was t h e  G5 a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  i n  any way? 

A, No, n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir. Colonel  PARSON was 
real  strict f o r  keeping t r a c k  of  t h i n g s .  He r e q u i r e d  me t o  
make s u r e  t h a t  w e  cou ld  p u t  t h i s  s t u f f  where w e  could g e t  our  
hands on it when we wanted it. I n  two p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e s ,  i t ems  
t h a t  he r e q u e s t e d  and went t o  g e t  them w e r e  gone .2 They were 
n o t  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s a f e  where w e  p u t  them. These were,  a s  I 
recal l ,  w e r e  n o t  c l a s s i f i e d  documents. They were j u s t  i t ems  t h a t  
h e  wanted a v a i l a b l e  t o  him. 

Q. Did h e  r e t a i n  some documents t h a t  he would normally 
j u s t  keep a l l  t h e  t ime i n  a f o l d e r  o r  any th ing?  

A. Th i s  i s  ano the r  t h i n g  I have done a l i t t l e  t h ink -  
i n g  about .  W e  k e p t  c e r t a i n  documents w e  would o f t e n  make r e -
f e r e n c e  t o .  I f  someone would want one of  them, w e  would n o t  
have t o  go ove r  t o  G3 o r  G 1 .  W e  would have them r i g h t  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  s a f e  and a t t a i n a b l e .  We d i d  keep s e v e r a l ,  q u i t e  a few 
p a p e r s ,  i n  f a c t ,  f o r  ready r e f e r e n c e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  s a f e .  

Q. Do you remember which pape r s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  you 
k e p t ?  Did you have a group o f  pape r s  i n  t h e r e ,  f o r  example, 
t h a t  w e r e  r e f e r e n c e d  Task Force Barker? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, s ir .  

Q. Opera t ion  Muscatine? 

A. Opera t ion  Muscatine. I recal l  t h a t ;  that  r i n g s  
a b e l l .  

Q m  W e l l ,  t h a t  was a b i g  o p e r a t i o n  and,  of cou r se ,  i t  
w a s  a r a t h e r  e x t e n s i v e  o p e r a t i o n .  I t  had been going on s i n c e  
about  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  yea r .  

A. I r e c a l l  t h e  t i t l e ,  t h e  name. I d o n ' t  know whether 
w e  had any pape r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  it. 

Q. Did you have any concerning Son My o r  P i n k v i l l e  
or  My La i?  
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A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  d i d ,  s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  
L ike  I s a y ,  I recall  s e e i n g  t h i s  one l e t t e r ,  a p p a r e n t l y  i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h a t ,  I r e c a l l  s e e i n g  one of  t h e  propaganda 
papers .  

Q. , Y e s .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you t h i n k  you a r e  a lmost  
c e r t a i n  you saw the n o t i c e  of t h e  Quang Ngai Na t iona l  Libera-  
t i o n  F ron t .  This  g a p e r  you i n d i c a t e d  you were c e r t a i n  you had 
seen .  This  i s  E x h i b i t  M-35? 

No, s i r ,  t h i s  i s n ' t  t h e  one. 

Q. This  is t h e  one t h a t  has  t h e  3d Brigade o f  t h e  
82d you w e r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. T h i s  is t h e  paper  t h a t  I brought  t o  Major POWELL'S 
a t t e n t i o n .  

Q .  A s  I recall, it came t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  p r i m a r i l y  
because it has  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  3d Brigade of  t h e  82d working 
i n  Quang Nyai, which you cons idered  p a r t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a r e a  of t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion .  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  see what t h e  r e l evance  w a s  t o  us i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  t h i n g .  

Q. You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you t h i n k  you may have 
seen  E x h i b i t  M-33 because  of c e r t a i n  of  t h e  words t h a t  s e e m  
t o  be  key words t o  you, r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I ' m  s u r e  I have seen  t h i s  paper  o r  one 
ve ry  s i m i l a r  t o  it u s i n g  t h e  same words. P a r t i c u l a r l y  t h i s  
page-- "Po in t  t o  t h e  American heads  and shoot!"  S i r ,  I re-
c a l l  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  \ 

Q Do you recal l  s e e i n g  i n  t h e  p i e c e  o f  propaganda t h e  a 

in format ion  con ta ined  i n  t h e  second paragraph on t h e  second 
page? 

A .  L i k e  I s a i d  beEoze, t h e  t e r m  Son My does sound 
f a m i l i a r .  A s  far as a s s o c i a t i n g  it w i t h  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  
of paper ,  I c a n ' t .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you a s s o c i a t e  any of  t h e s e  papers  w i t h  any- 
t h i n g  t h a t  was d e l i v e r e d  t o  you by S p e c i a l i s t  HILL? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t  r e l a t e  any of  t h e  papers  a s  i n  a group 
of papers .  No, I d o n ' t .  This  p i e c e  o f  paper  showing t h e  3d 
Brigade of  t h e  82d Div is ion ,  I ' m  s u r e  I r e c a l l  t h i s  a s  being 
a completely s e p a r a t e  p i e c e  of paper  t h a t  came i n  through 
normal d i s t r i b u t i o n  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  M-35). 

I 0 : Would it have come i n  through t h e  G5? 

A. T h a t ' s  very p o s s i b l e .  

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it a s  such? I t ' s  j u s t  t h e  l o g i c a l  
p l a c e  t h a t  it should come from? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- The G5 h imse l f ,  o r  from h i s  psychologica l  oper- 
a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  Major -- I th ink  l a t e r  L ieu tenan t  Colonel 
HOLTOM. 
A. Correc t .  The reason I say t h a t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e s e  t h i n g  came i n  i n  a group of  pape r s ,  
i s  t h e  f a c t  I wouldn ' t  havextime t o  s i t  down and read complete- 
l y  through anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- T h a t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  k ind  of r e a d i n g  than  you would 
normally r ead ,  and you might f i n d  t h a t  k i n d  of i n t r i g u i n g ?  

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y ,  General.  W e  had s o  much paper ,  
t h e r e  w a s n ' t  t i m e  t o  s i t  down and read  through each t h i n g  t h a t  
came through. I n  r e fe rence  t o  those  i n i t i a l s  t h a t  you showed 
me  on an award t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, it seems f a m i l i a r  
t h a t  t hose  w e r e  DEMOTTO's i n i t i a l s .  I 'm n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  it 
s e e m s '  f a m i l i a r .  I thought  about t h a t .  I t  seems l i k e  he i n i t -  
a l e d  t h i n g s  DM, an unusual i n i t i a l .  There i s  no middle i n i t i a l .  

Q- W e l l ,  it i s  because h i s  name, DEMOTTO, i s  a l l  one 
word. But what you ' r e  say ing  does make a l i t t l e  s e n s e ,  a s  a 
m a t t e r  of f a c t .  

A. I t  seems f a m i l i a r  t o  me. 

Q. Now I have he re  a l s o  t h e  p i e c e  o f  propaganda t h a t  
came i n  s e p a r a t e l y  and was a l s o  inc luded  i n  t h e  24 Apr i l  r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  You had i n d i c a t e d  on that p i e c e  of propaganda 

(SAIMONS) 79 APP T-324 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

t h a t  you had n o t  thought  t h a t  you had seen  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  The on ly  t h i n g ,  t h e  p h r a s i n g  
h e r e  and, of  c o u r s e ,  t h e  ph ra s ing  on t h i s  one i s  j u s t  about  
t h e  same. , 

Q. They are d i f f e r e n t  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  same p i e c e
of propaganda. Now would you look a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h a t  pape r ,  
j u s t  open it up p l e a s e  and t a k e  a look a t  t h a t  aga in ,  and see 
i f  whether o r  n o t  you have e v e r  seen  t h a t  i n  your f i l e  o r  
anyplace e l s e  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  

A. No, sir. 

Q You c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  i t ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  words i n  your  mouth o r  
thoughts  i n  your head. L e t  me  ask a  couple  o f  q u e s t i o n s  about  
some o t h e r  t h i n g s .  Who i s  ALVIS? Had he worked i n  t h e  o f f i c e  
w i t h  Se rgean t  RITCHIE? 

A.  I don 't recal l  any ALVIS. 

Q- A-L-V-I-S. 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I don , ' t  r e c a l l  him. 

Q- Who w a s  General  YOUNG'S r i gh thand  man and d i d  
eve ry th ing  f o r  him? 

A, T h a t ' s  t h e  young man -- 1 c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  h i s  name. 
H e  was j u s t  a young k i d ,  a blond-headed k i d .  I t  w a s n ' t  HILL. 
Maybe it w a s  HILL,  maybe t h a t  was h i s  name. I f  I cou ld  see 
him, I ' d c e r t a i n l y  know him. Maybe it w a s  HILL ,  maybe t h a t  
was h i s  name. 

r/iK 1WCCRATE: HILLcs name i s  John W. BILL. 

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  very  p o s s i b l e .  

Q. H e  a c t e d  as p e r s o n a l  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Colonel  PARSON. 
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A. H e  what, s i r ?  

Q. H e  ac ted  a s  personal  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Colonel PARSON. 

A. N o ,  s ir .  That wasn ' t  f a m i l i a r .  

Q O  
 W e  have spoken with HILL,  and HILL d i d  a g r e a t  
d e a l  of work f o r  Colonel PARSON. 

A. I don' t be l i eve  t h a t  was t h e  man. This man t h a t  
worked f o r  General YOUNG, ac t ed  a s  h i s  d r i v e r ,  h i s  c l e r k ,  
ran e r rands  f o r  him, and w a s  h i s  e n l i s t e d  a i d e ,  of course.  

I 0 : Who'flew with General YOUNG and handled a l l  h i s  
bus iness  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  H e  d i d n ' t  do t h a t  h imsel f .  H e  
d i d n ' t  have an o f f i c e r  a i d e  I understand? 

A. This  young man w a s  an e n l i s t e d  man t h a t  flew with 
him m o s t  of t h e  t i m e .  

Q - D o  w e  have a roster a t  t h i s  time? 

RCDR: Y e s ,  sir.  

(The roster  w a s  g ive  t o  10 . )  

I 0 : H e  had probably been wi th  General YOUNG o r  some 
t i m e  i n  t h e  headquar ters  t h e r e .  

A. H e  had. I n  f a c t ,  when General YOUNG l e f t ,  t h e  
boy went wi th  him. 

Q. I have 'here  a p i c t u r e  of M r .  HILL. 

A. N o .  (Witness does n o t  recognize MR. HILL . )  

Q - Take o f f  t h e  h a i r .  

A .  I know, b u t  I d o n ' t  recognize him. This  man d i d  
do q u i t e  a b i t  of  work f o r  Colonel PARSON and he d i d  do some 
work f o r  General YOUNG. T h a t ' s  no t  t h e  man. 

Q - When you w e r e  t h e r e ,  during t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of your 
assignment, was Colonel PARSON, t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f ,  making 
f requent  t r i p s  ou t?  

(SAIMONS) 81  APP T-324 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. No, s i r .  Colonel PARSON, a s  I r e c a l l ,  d i d n ' t  make 
many t r i p s  a t  a l l .  I n  f a c t ,  he d i d n ' t  make as  many t r i p s  a s  
he should have, and toward t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of h i s  assignemnt 
t h e r e  he d i d  t r a v e l  q u i t e  f requent ly  then .  But I th ink  t h i s  
was under t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  t o  g e t  o u t  and s e e  t h e  
br igade ,  v i s i t  t h e  br igade .  He was more involved wi th  run-
ning t h e  headquar ters .  

a.  Running t h e  headquarters?  

A. That is r i g h t ,  s ir .  No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him going 
on any t r i p s  a t  a l l .  

Q - Now, wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  f i l e s  t h a t  you had, we 
have t a l k e d  t o  LOFTIS and ev iden t ly  a f t e r  he had taken t h e  
f i l e s  over  from you, t h e r e  was some a d d i t i o n a l  th inn ing  out .  
Would you again go over  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  f i l e  and what 
you had done t o  p u r i f y  them, s o  t o  speak? 

A. I n  t h e  t o p  drawer of t h e  s a f e ,  we had f i l e d  a l l  
of t h e  s e c r e t ,  c l a s s i f i e d .  I have done some th ink ing  about 
t h i s .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  s e c r e t  was k e p t  t o  t h e  f r o n t ,  and t h e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  was k e p t  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h a t  top  drawer. The 
second drawer of t h e  s a f e ,  we had miscellaneous type of cor-
respondence. Also i n  t h a t  drawer, I had maintained -- p u t  t h e  
two A D C ' s  f i l e s  and t h e  chief  of s t a f f ' s  f i l e s .  I n  t h e  t h i r d  
drawer, t h e r e  was miscellaneous op p lans ,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  
j u s t  l ay ing  down loose  bound, loose  i n  t h e  drawer. 

Q m  
 I n  f o l d e r s  ev iden t ly .  

A. Acco f a s t e n e r s ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  f o l d e r s .  The 
bottom drawer had a b r i e f c a s e  and a  f l i g h t  helmet. 

MR MACCRATE: Whose? 

A. L ieutenant  CAMPBELL'S. I t  took an a c t  of Congress 
t o  g e t  him t o  g e t  it ou t  of t h e  drawer. 

10: How much space i n  t h e  t o p  drawer d i d  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  
documents occupy? 

A.  I would say about t h a t  much, 8 inches o r  1 2  inches ,  
no t  much. The more I th ink  about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s a f e  i n  re-
c a l l i n g ,  we d i d n ' t  have t o o  much i n  t h e r e .  We d i d n ' t  have t o o  
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much c l a s s i f i e d  i t e m s .  Most o f  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  i t e m s  t h a t  came 
i n  were compiled and p u t  i n  a reading  f i l e ,  i n  t h i s  d a i l y  
reading  f i l e .  Then sometimes t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  o r  Colonel 
PARSON would e x t r a c t ,  would j u s t  j e rk  something o u t  of  t h e  
r ead ing  f i l e ,  l a y  it i n  t h e r e  l o o s e ,  and e i t h e r  t e l l  Major 
POWELL o r  myself t o  p u t  t h i s  i n  t h e  f i l e  someplace where I 
can g e t  my hands on it tomorrow o r  t h e  nex t  day. 

Q - What f i l i n g  system d i d  you employ? 

A. W e  used t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  f i l i n g  system, f i l e d  by 
number and s u b j e c t ,  AR 345-215 o r  345-210. 

Q. W e l l ,  i f  you d i d  t h a t ,  would you n o t  have t h e s e  
c l a s s i f i e d  papers  p u t  t o g e t h e r ?  I f  you had them by s u b j e c t  
s o ' t h a t  you 'd  have p a r t i c u l a r  i t e m ,  you 'd  have secret,  you 'd  
have c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  you could ,  i n  f a c t ,  have some u n c l a s s i f i e d  
m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e r e .  

A. You can1 t do t h a t .  You can do i t ,  b u t  I didn 't 
do it. I s e p a r a t e d  t h e  s e c r e t  and t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  maintaing 
t h e  s e c r e t  documents t h a t  w e  had s e p a r a t e  from c o n f i d e n t i a l  
documents. 

Q= That  does mean, though, you would have t o  main ta in  
d u p l i c a t e  numbers f o r  c e r t a i n  s u b j e c t s ?  

A, Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  i s  t r u e .  You w e r e  ask ing  me  a t  
one t i m e  i f  t h e r e  was a s a f e  i n  General  KOSTER's o f f i c e .  

Q - Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a s a f e  be ing  i n  t h e r e  a t  a l l .  

Q- With r e s p e c t  t o  your l o g s ,  d i d  you keep them i n  
t h a t  s a f e  o r  d i d  you keep them i n  t h e  u n c l a s s i f i e d  s a f e ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  The logs  were c l a s s i f i e d ,  and were k e p t  
i n  t h e  s a f e  i n  t h e  top  drawer a t  t h e  f r o n t ,  

Q. How about s h e e t s  of t h e  l o g ,  as they  had been corn-
p l e t e d ,  f o r  example? 
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A. They were pu t  t o  t h e  back of t h e  log .  I n  o t h e r  
words, t h e  l o g  was a manila f o l d e r  with s e v e r a l  DD Forms 455 
i n  it. When we would complete one s h e e t ,  it would go t o  t h e  
back s o  t h a t  t h e  numbers would be maintain i n  a sequence. I n  
o t h e r  words, you would always make reference  t o  numbers imme-
d i a t e l y  by f l i p p i n g  up t h e  s h e e t s .  

Q - 'HOW about inspec t ion  c e r t i f i c a t e s ?  

A. They were a l s o  maintained i n  a  s e p a r a t e  envelope 
wi th  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  ma te r i a l .  

MR MACCRATE: I n  which drawer? 

A. I n  t h e  t o p  drawer, s i r .  They were maintained i n  
one -- t o  t h e  rear, about th ree -quar t e r s  of  t h e  way back t o  
t h e  r e a r .  

'2 0 Behind t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  ma te r i a l ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q- And were t h e  logs  kep t  t h e r e  a s  we l l ?  

A .  No, t h e  logs  were kep t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  s a f e ,  
kept  them i n  t h e  f r o n t  because we were always g e t t i n g  them out .  

Q. But i n  t h e  t o p  drawer? 

A. Yes, sir. 

I 0 : 
 I have here. an a r t i c l e  which appeared i n  -S t a r s  
and S t r i p e s .  Is t h i s  t h e  a r t i c l e  t h a t  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

(The wi tness  i s  reviewing Exh ib i t  M-88 S t a r s  and 
S t r i p e s .  ) 

A.  No, s i r ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  one. 

Q. This a r t i c l e  appeared i n  t h e  18 March i s s u e  of  the  
S t a r s  and S t r i p e s .  

A. 18 March you ' re  r i g h t ,  sir.  No, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  
no t  it. The a r t i c l e  t h a t  I c u t  ou t  is  about t h e  s i z e  of t h i s  
por t ion .  
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10: I would l i k e  t o  have an e x t r a c t  of t h i s  18 March 
a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record a s  an 
Exhibi t .  

(The a r t i c l e  from t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  was en te r -
ed  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked a s  Exh ib i t  M - 8 8 . )  

M r .  MACCRATE, do you have anything f u r t h e r ?  

MR MACCRATE: N O ,  I do not .  

A. A s  Sergeant  LOFTIS signed f o r  a l l  of t h e  documents 
I had, I g o t  a l l  of t h e  r e c e i p t  forms. A st h e  1 3 8 0 ' ~ ~  soon 
as  he  s igned f o r  t h e  documents, I destroyed my copies  of t h e  
1380's .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any use t o  keep them. 

I 0 : The 1380, t h a t  i s  t h e  form you had s igned f o r  
o r i g i n a l l y ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. That i s  t h e  l i t t l e ,  p ink ,  multi-copy 
form on which you s i g n  f o r  c l a s s i f i e d  documents. 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  0925 hours ,  7 February 
1970.) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1150 hour s ,  7 February 
1970.) 


LTG PEERS: The bea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, and MAJ LYNN. 

The h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  Se rgean t  LOFTIS and Sergeant  

SAIMONS. 


(SFC SAIMONS and SSG LOFTIS were r e c a l l e d  a s  

w i tnes ses  and t e s t i f i e d  as  fo l lows :) 


Sergean t  SAIMONS, Sergeant  LOFTIS, I remind 

you t h a t  you remain under o a t h  b e f o r e  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  


10: W e  thought  it would be a d v i s a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  t w o  
of you t o g e t h e r  he re  and j u s t  t a l k  about  t h e  f i l e s  and t r a n s f e r  
of t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  ma in t a in ing  t h e  f i l e s  from you, 
Sergeant  SAIMONS, t o  Se rgean t  LOFTIS and t o  d i s c u s s  what t h e  
f i l e s  looked l i k e  under you and what t h e  f i l e s  looked l i k e  
under Se rgean t  LOFTIS and what you, Sergeant  SAIMONS, had 
done t o  s a n i t i z e  t h e  f i l e s  and what you had done, Sergeant  
LOFTIS, i n  the same sense .  We a l s o  want t o  g e t  ano the r  l i t t l e  
s t a t emen t  from you and in fo rma t ion  as t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  
you l e f t  t h e  f i l e s  and s o  f o r t h  when you t u r n e d  them over  t o  
DROSDICK. 

-	 Q *  W e ' l l  s tar t  w i t h , y o u ,  Se rgean t  SAIMONS. J u s t  t e l l  
us i n  b r i e f  what you had done w i t h  t he  f i l e s  and what they 
looked l i k e  when you tu rned  them over  t o  Se rgean t  LOFTIS. 

SFC SAIMONS : When I took over  t h e  f i l e s  from Se rgean t  R I T C H I E ,  
w e ' l l  say t h a t  they w e r e n ' t  i n  too good o f  shape.  I e s t a b l i s h e d  

- w h a t  f i l e s  w e  had t h e r e  under t h e  Army f u n c t i o n a l  f i l i n g  

system. I ' l l  go i n t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  f i l e s  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

The t o p  drawer of t h e  s a f e  h e l d  t h e  s e c r e t  documents and t h e  

f i l e s  t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  t h e  

docgments , t h e  l o g ,  c l a s s i f i e d  document l og .  The second 

drawer of t h e  s a f e  con ta ined  misce l laneous  p a p e r s ,  n o t  t o o  

many. The t h i r d  drawer of t h e  s a f e  had some o p e r a t i o n s  

p l ans  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  were p l aced  i n  t h e  s a f e  wi th  

acco f a s t e n e r s  l oose  i n  t h e  back- o f  t h e  s a f e .  The f o u r t h  
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. drawer had a b r i e f c a s e  and a f l i g h t  helmet.  

Q. Were t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents i n  the- t o p  
drawer, o r  were they  i n  w i th  t h e  second drawer? 

SFC SAIMONS: I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  they  were i n  t h e  t o p  drawer 
a l s o .  

Q What k ind  of f i l e  system were you us ing?  

SFC SAIMONS: The Army Func t iona l  F i l i n g  System. 

Q o  But you had it a p p l i e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  t o  t h e  secret 
documents and t o  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents? 

SFC SAIMONS: Y e s .  

Q. Did you have a l o g  of any k ind  f o r  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
documents o r  f o r . p a r t i c u l a r  u n c l a s s i f i e d  papers?  

:.SFC SAIMONS: No, I d i d  n o t  have one. 

Q. During your p e r i o d  t h e r e ,  a s  f a r  as  t h e  f i l e s  
-.were concerned,  I t h i n k  you i n d i c a t e d  you o rgan ized  them 

a f t e r  you had t aken  ove r  from Se rgean t  R I T C H I E ,  and then  
you cont inued  t o  review them p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  d e s t r o y  t h o s e  
which were o u t d a t e d ,  s o  t o  speak.  

SFC SAIMONS: Y e s .  

Q. -Although you had very  few. 

SFC SAIMONS: Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  t r u e .  However, as f a r  a s  I can 
.-remember, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we des t royed  any c l a s s i f i e d  documents. 
I n  f a c t  I ' m  s u r e  we d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember whether 
w e  d i d  o r  n o t .  There were q u i t e  a few papers  when I i n i t i a l l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  f i l i n g  system t h a t  were g o t t e n  rid 
o f ,  taken o u t  and burned. J u s t  e x a c t l y  what t h e s e  were,  I 
d o n ' t  know, papers  ?-hat were of no s i g n i f i c a n t  v a l u e  whatso-
eve r .  During my p e r i o d  t h e r e ,  no th ing  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
record  ho ld ing  a r e a .  T h a t ' s  about  it. 

MR blACCRATE: W e l l ,  I t h i n k  I ' d  l i k e  t o  h e a r  Se rgean t  LOFTIS 
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g i v e  us  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what he f i r s t  s a w  when he went t o  
t h i s  s a f e .  

SSG LOFTIS : W e l l ,  s ir ,  when I f i r s t  took over  from Sergeant  
SAIMONS, t h e  f i l e s  were under t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  f i l i n g  system. 

.', H e  had s e t  them up. However, I thought  they needed a  l i t t l e  
more working on,  which he h a d n ' t  had t h e  t i m e  t o  do. P r i o r  
t o  s i g n i n g  f o r  t h e  documents, I b e l i e v e  I ' m  c o r r e c t  i n  s ay ing  
t h a t  w e  d i d  d e s t r o y  some a t  t h a t  t i m e  p r i o r  t o  m e  s i g n i n g  f o r  
them, w i th  t h e  SGS's approva l .  Again, papers  t h a t  were of  no 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o r  d i d n ' t  s e e m  t o  be of  any importance and when 
I--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Which one of you reviewed t h e  
documents a t  tha t  t ime,  o r  d i d  you bo th  review t h e  documents 
t h a t  w e r e - -

SSG LOFTIS: Yell, p r i o r  t o  me s i g n i n g  f o r  them, Sergeant  
SAIMONS made a review of t h e  documents. A f t e r  I s igned  f o r  
them, t hen  it w a s  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a long  wi th  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
c o n t r o l  o f f i c e r  t o  review them and t o  de te rmine  what was 
e s s e n t i a l  and n o n e s s e n t i a l .  

SFC SAIMONS: Our b i g g e s t  problem w a s  t r y i n g  t o  come up wi th  
a l l  t h e s e  documents s o  Bob could s i g n  f o r  them. 

SSG LOFTIS: W e  d i d  have an accountab le  r eco rd  though. They 
w e r e  a l l  accounted f o r  t h a t  I s igned  f o r .  Immediately a f t e r  
I s igned  f o r  them, I implemented my own system. There w a s  
no th ing  wrong wi th  t h e  p r e s e n t  sys tem excep t  I had j u s t  been 
accustomed t o  doing it a d i f f e r e n t  way. I t h i n k  I mentioned 
t h i s  t h e  o t h e r  day. You have two systems of logging  and 
c o n t r o l l i n g  documents, one where you use t h e  m u l t i p l e  
document e n t r y  p e r  page, one fo l lowing  t h e  o t h e r  cont inuous ly  
p e r  l o g  s h e e t .  I p r e f e r  t o  use t h e  s i n g l y  e n t r y  system, one 
document p e r  l o g  s h e e t  page. What I d i d  t hen  was t r a n s f e r  t h e  
a c t i v e  e n t r i e s .  I a c t u a l l y  typed them o u t  on new l o g  s h e e t s  
and p u t  one document p e r  page. I ' m  speak ing  of  s e c r e t  
documents on ly .  We had no c o n f i d e n t i a l  l o g s .  I made a  
n o t a t i o n  of t h i s  on t h e  remarks s e c t i o n  o f  t he  l o g  s h e e t ,  
t h e  l o g  s h e e t s  where t h e  e n t r i e s  were recorded  under t he  
system t h a t  Sergeant  SAIMONS was u t i l i z i n g ,  t h a t  of a m u l t i p l e  
t ype  e n t r y .  I l i n e d  through those  and i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  remarks 
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t h a t  the  e n t r i e s  o r  the  documents had been t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  new 
log  shee ts  under the  same c o n t r o l  number. I d i d n ' t  a s s ign  it 
a new number. I then took those s h e e t s ,  which were now in-
a c t i v e ,  and placed them i n  the  i n a c t i v e  f i l e .  

Q How was the  i n a c t i v e  f i l e  des ignated?  

SSG LOFTIS : This ,  i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken, would have been the  
c l a s s i f i e d  documents inventory f i l e .  It would have been i n  
504  . l o ,  I be l i eve .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  of the  las t  d i g i t .  I know 
it was 5 0 4 .  And t h i s  f i l e ,  t he  d i s p o s i t i o n  of i t ,  was t o  
hold it i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  f i l e s  a r e a  f o r  a pe r iod  of 2 yea r s .  
These i n a c t i v e  log  s h e e t s  should be i n  t h e  f i l e s  today because 
I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h e  2 year  per iod  has exp i red .  

' Q. Can you t e l l  us where i n  t h e  f o u r  drawers of the  
f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  you l e f t  such m a t e r i a l ?  

S S G  LOFTIS: Well these  log  s h e e t s ,  s i r ,  a r e  u n c l a s s i f i e d .  We 
. , never logged any c l a s s i f i e d  t i t l e s ,  and they  would have been 

- f i l e d  i n  the  u n c l a s s i f i e d  f i l i n g  cab ine t  i n  the  admin o f f i c e .  
I t  was a four-drawer, lock-type, r e g u l a r  f i l i n g  cab ine t .  And 
they would have been f i l e d  i n  the  f u n c t i o n a l  f i l e s  a r e a  i n  t h a t  
cab ine t ,  s i n c e  no c l a s s i f i e d  information was involved on those 
log shee ts .  The a c t i v e  r e g i s t e r ,  however. was maintained i n- - t he  c l a s s i f i e d  document s a f e  by r e g u l a t i o n .  I t  was kept  with 
t h e  s e c r e t ,  and it was f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  f o r  evacuat ion  i n  the  
event  of emergency d e s t r u c t i o n .  I d i d  a l i t t l e  reorganiz ing  
of the  c l a s s i f i e d  documents con ta ine r  a t  t h a t  t ime, because 
as  I say ,  every adrnin NCO has h i s  own p a r t i c u l a r  system he is  
used t o  opera t ing  with and t o  provide a b e t t e r  c o n t r o l  of 
documents. I p r e f e r  t o  use t h i s  system. So t h e r e f o r e  I re-
organized t h e  documents, brought my c o n f i d e n t i a l  and s e c r e t  
toge the r .  There may have been some u n c l a s s i f i e d  papers  with 
documents t h a t  would have d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  documents i n  
the  c l a s s i f i e d  documents con ta ine r .  I marked each f o l d e r ,  
t h a t  being e i t h e r  s e c r e t  o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  I af f i x e d  new 
l a b e l s  t o  t h e  f o l d e r s  with a l i t t l e  more d e t a i l e d  d i s p o s i t i o n .  
That was one of t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  Sergeant SAIMONS h a d n ' t  had 
t h e  opportuni ty t o  work on. I j u s t  went by the  book and put  
new l a b e l s  on them. I e s t a b l i s h e d  my botkom drawer a s  a de-
s t r u c t i o n  holding a r e a  f o r  any c l a s s i f i e d  waste m a t e r i a l ,  such 
as  typewr i t e r  r ibbons ,  carbon paper ,  e t  c e t e r a .  P e r i o d i c a l l y ,  
when I g o t  a few papers i n  t h i s  drawer, I would t ake  them and 
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d e s t r o y  them under t h e  procedure  p r e s c r i b e d ,  u s i n g  a  d i s -
i n t e r e s t e d  person  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  who was appo in t ed  on o r d e r s .  
W e  would d e s t r o y  t h i s  c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  w a s  waste .  

. . I d i d  make a review of t h e  f i l e s  a f t e r  I had been i n  t h e  job 
for a  wh i l e  and determined t h a t  some of them were unnecessary,  
a f t e r  t a l k i n g  wi th  t h e  SGS. I d i d  make d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i -  

' cates, I t h i n k  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  d u r i n g  the pe r iod  I was 
t h e r e .  These d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  a g a i n  con ta ined  no 
c l a s s i f i e d  in fo rma t ion  and were f i l e d  i n  t h e  u n c l a s s i f i e d  f i l e  
c a b i n e t  i n  t h e  admin o f f i c e  under ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  f i l e  c o n t r o l  
number is  504.09, i f  I 'm n o t  mis taken.  I t ' s  an u n r e g i s t e r e d  
d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  f i l e ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  
on t h i s  f i l e  is  a  ho ld ing  of 2 y e a r s  i n  the c u r r e n t  f i l e s  a r e a .  
So it should  s t i l l  be t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  that  under t h e  system 
Sergeant  SAIMONS w a s  u s ing ,  they w e r e  d e s t r o y i n g  the  docu- 
ments by making an e n t r y  on t h e  back of t h e  l og  s h e e t  and n o t  
p r e p a r i n g  a  s e p a r a t e  d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e .  This i s  per-
in i s s ib l e  i n  Vietnam. I t ' s  an accep ted  sys tem,  and I b e l i e v e  
t h a t ' s  t h e  system t h a t  you were u s ing .  I h a d n ' t  been used 
t o  doing t h i s .  I t  meant a l i t t l e  more work, b u t  I p r e f e r r e d  
t o  p repa re  t h e  r e g u l a r  d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  forms, t h a t  
be ing ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a DA 546. This  form c a n  p repa re  up t o  t e n  
pages ,  c u t  o f f  t h e  bottom of  a l l  pages e x c e p t  t h e  l a s t  one,  

- - which has t o  be a u t h e n t i c a t e d  by t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f f i c i a l  and 
t h e  w i t n e s s i n g  o f f i c i a l ,  and a l l  of t h e  pages  would have t o  
be i n i t i a l l e d ,  of  course .  And t h i s  is  the manner i n  which I 
prepared  my d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  Once I des t royed  

'~~documen t s ,I brought  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  back and 
g o t  o u t  my l o g  book and went through and p o s t e d  a l l  c e r t i f i -  
c a t e s  t h a t  I had des t royed ,  made t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  remarks, 
removed t h e s e  l o g  s h e e t s  which now would become i n a c t i v e ,  and 
p l aced  them i n  t h e  i n a c t i v e  f i l e ,  aga in  in t h e  504 s e r i e s .  

-	 I then  made a n n o t a t i o n  on my d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  t h a t  
it had been pos t ed  and t h e  d a t e  and my i n i t i a l s  and p l aced  
t h a t  i n  t h e  f i l e .  This i s  t h e  e n t i r e  p rocedure  t h a t  was used.  
'The l o g  s h e e t s  were pos t ed ,  a f t e r  a  p h y s i c a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  was 
made, by m e ,  be ing  the  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f f i c F a l  and t h e  w i t n e s s ,  
t h e  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  person .  One p o i n t  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  Sergeant  
SAIMONS may have f o r g o t t e n ,  and I d i d n ' t  mention it t h e  
o t h e r  day,  w a s  t h a t  t h e  second drawer i n  t h i s  documents con-
t a i n e r  was locked and you were unable  t o  open it a t  t h e  t i m e  
I took over .  I unders tood from c o n v e r s a f i o n  wi th  Sergeant  
SAIMONS t h a t  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  i n  t h e r e  was a f l i g h t  helmet.  
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10: The second drawer, o r  the  bottom drawer? 

SSG LOFTIS: The second drawer, s ir .  I t  was--

SFC SAIMONS: ' ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You might c l a r i f y  t h a t  a l i t t l e  
b i t  too.  The second--the helmet was i n  the  f o u r t h  drawer. I 
c a n ' t  remember whether the  helmet was taken from t h e  f o u r t h  
drawer because that--remember when you came up t o  go t o  work 
t h e r e ,  we decided we ' d use t h a t  bottom drawer f o r  a d i s p o s a l  

-	 c l a s s i f i e d  waste? This helmet i n  the  t o  keep our 
second drawer--third drawer? 

was pu t  
Second o r  t h i r d  drawer. I--

SSG LOFTIS : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  
I'm p o s i t i v e  of t h a t .  

. . 

I t  was the  second t h a t  was f rozen ,  

SFC SAIMONS: And then  we c o u l d n ' t  g e t  the-- 

MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Frozen? 

SFC SAIMONS: We c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h e  drawer open. 

SSG LOFITS: Well, I be l i eve  t h i s  happened while  you were 
t h e r e .  You c losed  t h e  drawer one day and it locked. The 
gadget t h a t  f a l l s  i n  p lace ,  the  locking device should c l i c k  
down and allow it t o  open. However, these  t h i n g s  were locked 
i n  p lace  and they would never open, j e rk ing  on it o r  anything. 
So, due t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  number of s a f e s  i n  Vietnam and t h e  a b i l i -  

-	 t y  t o  g e t  one, it was almost impossible--there was no s e c u r i t y  
danger involved i n  t h i s  because it was locked and it c o u l d n ' t  
be opened wi thout  a blow to rch  o r  some o t h e r  means. Well, t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  nothing i n  t h e r e  bu t  t h i s  f l i g h t  helmet,  
it was j u s t  l e f t  t h a t  way and we used the  o t h l r  t h r e e  drawers , 
of the  s a f e .  

SFC SAIMONS: I t h i n k  I might add here  t h a t  t h a t  drawer, i f  I 
remember c o r r e c t l y ,  was eventua l ly  opened, and t h e  , f l i g h t  he l -  
me was taken .out.  The f l i g h t  helmet--I remember t h e  f l i g h t  
helmet being l a id - - se t  i n  a c h a i r  f o r  a long t ime t h e r e  by 
Lieutenant  W 2 B E L L  's desk. 

SSF LOFTIS: Well, I d o n ' t  know t h i s .  I t  would have e i t h e r  
been taken ou t  dur ing  your time o r  a f t e r  my t ime,  because I 
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know dur ing  my e n t i r e  p e r i o d  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  was locked.  
I never  g o t  i n t o  t h a t  second drawer.  A l l  my f i l i n g  was i n  t h e  
t o p  drawer w i t h  my documents r e g i s t e r .  The t h i r d  drawer,  I 
b e l i e v e  I had a PACV SOP loose - - l ea f  b i n d e r  type  t h i n g  t h a t  

. w a s  t o o  bulky t o  s t a n d  up and f i t  i n  t h e  normal f i l e .  I may 
have had some loose  papers  i n  t h e r e  f o r  o f f i c i a l  use on ly .  
had a few of  t h o s e  i n  t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  it was PM type  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  were i n  t h e r e  f o r  a p e r i o d  of t i m e  t h a t  w e r e  j u s t  being 
he ld .  They w e r e  n o t  i n  a f i l e .  They w e r e  j u s t  in format ion  
type  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  ch i e f  of s t a f f  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  and 
I he ld  them j u s t  i n  t h e  drawer. My bottom drawer w a s  used 
a s  a d e s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l  drawer.  I kep t  a l aundry  bag i n  . 

t h e r e  which I used t o  crumple t h e  papers  up and p u t  i n  when 
I d i d  make d e s t r u c t i o n ,  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  was t e ,  c l a s s i f i e d  
w a s t e ,  was t h e  only t h i n g s  I had i n  t h a t  drawer. 

10: W e l l ,  d i d n ' t  somebody a t  about  t h i s  t ime s o r t  of 

blow through t h e  roof  want ing t o  g e t  2 paper  and somebody 

s a i d  t h a t  i t ' s  i n  t h e  second drawer and w e  c a n ' t  g e t  t h e  

drawer open? 


SSG LOFTIS : No, n o t  t o  my knowledge, sir .  I t  w a s  never  a 
n e c e s s i t y  t o  open t h a t  second drawer a t  anytime. And I jus t - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t a k e  it you never  knew what was 

i n  t h e  second drawer? 


SSG LOFTIS : No, sir.  I never  once s a w  in -  t h a t  second drawer.  
. I j u s t  went by word t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  i n  t h e r e .  

MR MACCRATE: Now I t h i n k  your r e c o l l e c t i o n s  have n o t  com-
p l e t e l y  squared h e r e .  You've each l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  
and what we ' r e  going t o  do  is  t o  see i f  w e  can t r a c e  t h i s  
through once aga in .  Now, have you f i n i s h e d  Se rgean t  LOFTIS? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I would l i k e  Sergeant  SAIMONS now t o  t h i n k  back 

i n  t h e  l i g h t  of  Sergeant  LOFTIS' r e c o l l e c t i o n .  


SFC SAIMONS: A t  one t ime,  t h a t  drawer w a s  locked  and unopened. 
W e  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  drawer .  However, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
when, we w e r e  a b l e  t o  g e t  t h a t  drawer  open,  and we took t h a t  
f l i g h t  helmet o u t  and t h a t  f l i g h t  helmet k e p t  ending up i n  t h e  
f o u r t h  drawer. Everytime I ' d  t u r n  around it would be down i n  
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the  four th  drawer where Lieutenant  CAMPBELL would pu t  it. I 
- used t h a t  second drawer f o r  miscellaneous papers  and th ings .  

T. 

10: What's a miscellaneous paper? 

SFC SAIMONS : J u s t  a l l  t he  th ings  t h a t  were he ld  f o r  r e fe rence ,  
papers ,  papers  of i n t e r e s t  t o  the  chief  of s t a f f ,  t o  t h e  
genera l .  Also i n  t h a t  second drawer I maintained the  DAC's 
f o l d e r s  t h a t  I had i n  t h e r e  f o r  them and t h e  f o l d e r  f o r  Colonel 
PARSON. 

MR MACCRATE: W e l l  w a s  t h i s  before  it was f rozen  shu t?  

SFC SAIMONS : No, t h i s  w a s  a f t e r  we opened it, a f t e r  we were 
a b l e  t o  open t h e  drawer. 

Q But now Sergeant  LOFTIS was t h e r e  a f t e r  you were. 

SFC SAIMONS: Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And he says he never saw i n  t h a t  drawer. Now one 
.of your r e c o l l e c t i o n s  is i n c o r r e c t .  

SSG LOFTIS: I ' m  p o s i t i v e  I d i d n ' t ,  s i r .  When I s igned f o r  
the  s a f e ,  t h e  drawer was locked and Sergeant  SAIMONS had t o l d  
me t h a t  when he c losed  it one day t h a t  the  l a t c h e s  had f l i p p e d  
and it wouldn't  open anymore. I never saw i n  t h e  drawer. I 
debated on whether o r  n o t  t o  have it c u t  i n t o ,  b u t  again due 
t o  the  shor tages  i n  c l a s s i f i e d  document c o n t a i n e r s ,  it j u s t  
wasn ' t  f e a s i b l e  a t  t h e  t ime. 

Q o Your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  Sergeant  LOFTIS, is t h a t  t h i s  
second drawer was s e a l e d  when you a r r i v e d .  

SSG LOFTIS: Yes, s ir .  

Q And s e a l e d  when you l e f t .  

SSG LOFTIS: Right ,  sir. . 

Q. It never used f o r  your e n t i r e  per iod?  So whatever 
w a s  i n  t h e r e  when you a r r i v e d  should have been t h e r e  when you 
l e f t ?  

SSG LOFTIS : Right ,  sir. 
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Q And you had been t o l d  t h a t  it j u s t  contained a 
. f l i g h t  helmet. 

S S G  LOFTPS: Right, sir.  

Q. But as f a r  a s  you know, t h a t  was j u s t  what someone 
t o l d  you. 

SSG LOFTIS: Yes, sir. I£ you remember when I s igned over f o r  
the  documents, Sergeant SAIMONS, we took t h a t  t o p  drawer out  
and I s a i d ,  "Well, t h e r e  must be a way we can open i t , "  and w e  
looked a t  every p o s s i b l e  way, and t h e r e  was j u s t  no way t o  g e t  
i n t o  it because t h e  second drawer i s  covered wi th  an asbes tos  
block i n  t h e r e  o r  something . t h a t  you j u s t  have t o  c u t  i n t o  it. 
There 's  no way t o  g e t  i n t o  the  l a t c h e s  by t ak ing  out  the  top  
drawer o r  t h e  t h i r d  drawer down. 

10: Did you ever  con tac t  your C I D  people t o  ask them 
t o  open it f o r  you? 

SSG LOFTIS : I d i d n ' t ,  sir. 

SFC SAIMONS : No. 

SSG LOFTIS: I poin ted  t h i s  ou t  t o  t h e  C I D  people when I was 
given a s e c u r i t y  inspec t ion  a t  one t i m e .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
o f f i c e r ' s  name, b u t  I know he w a s  a  warrant  o f f i c e r .  A t  t h a t  
time, I a l s o  poin ted  ou t  o t h e r  th ings .  I f e l t  t h e  bu i ld ing  i n  
i t s e l f  needed some work done on it i n  t h e  way of s e c u r i t y  because 
the  phys ica l  appearance of the  bu i ld ing  i t s e l f .  I t  r e a l l y  
wasn ' t  t h e  b e s t  s e c u r i t y  type bu i ld ing ,  I f e l t .  But t h e r e  
again ,  we were l i m i t e d  i n  resources  and t h i n g s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
make t h e  bu i ld ing  more secure.  The r e p o r t  of t h e  inspec t ion  
was f i l e d  by me, and t h e r e  were numerous th ings  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  
were poin ted  o u t ,  such a s  adding a lock t o  doors ,  doing some-
t h i n g  t o  t h e  windows where they wouldn ' t  be a b l e  t o  gain access  ,. 
and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  There was no a c t i o n  o t h e r  than  work 
o r d e r s  pu t  i n ,  and t o  the  b e s t  of my knowledge, some of the  
work was done, bu t  n o t  a l l  of it i n  t h e  way of c o r r e c t i n g  these  
d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  i t s e l f .  The headquar ters  
commandant d i d - t a k e  a c t i o n  on some of t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  I 
.remember, t h a t  were des ignated  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you ever  remember see ing ,  Sergeant LOFTIS, 
a f l i g h t  helmet and a b r i e f  case anywhere i n  t h e  SGS s a f e ?  
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SSG LOFTIS: I never  .saw the  f l i g h t  helmet, sir .  The b r i e f  
case I cou ldn ' t  say yes o r  no i f  I d i d  see  one. There was 
probably one i n  there. 

Q You doln't remember t h e  drawer it was i n ?  

SSG LOFTIS : No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  When I accepted t h e  respon-
s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s a f e  and the  documents, e t  c e t e r a ,  I removed 
any mate r i a l  which was not  documents because the  r e g u l a t i o n  
requ i res  t h a t  you have no extraneous m a t e r i a l  on t h e  s a f e  
o r  i n  the  s a f e .  1 be l i eve  t h a t ' s  s i n c e  been changed. You're 
allowed t o  s t o r e  s e n s i t i v e  m a t e r i a l  i n  the  s a f e ,  o t h e r  than  
c l a s s i f i e d  f i l e s  in t h e  event  t h a t  you ' re  n o t  u t i l i z i n g  a l l  
the  space i n  t h e  s a f e .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  I l e f t  on top  of 
the  s a f e  was a box conta in ing  grenades f o r  t h e  purpose of 
d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  the event  of an emergency d e s t r u c t i o n .  

Q .  Let  m e  ask about t h e  top  drawer again .  I understood 
Sergeant SAIMONS t o  say t h a t  it contained both s e c r e t  documents 
and c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents. I understood you t o  say ,  Sergeant  
LOFTIS, t h a t  you had been the  one t o  b r ing  c o n f i d e n t i a l  and 

. s e c r e t  documents t o g e t h e r .  Is t h e r e  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

SFC SAIMONS: No, I might c l a r i f y  that a l i t t l e  b i t .  My con-
f i d e n t i a l  documents were kept  i n  sepa ra te  f o l d e r s  from t h e  
s e c r e t  f o l d e r s ,  and I th ink  probably what Bob d i d  was t ake  
out  the  c o n f i d e n t i a l  f o l d e r s  and marry t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  ma t t e r  
with the  s e c r e t  matter. .Am I r i g h t ?  

SSG LOFTIS: Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t .  I th ink  t h e r e  was some confiden-
t i a l  i n  t h i s  top  drawer. I won' t say t h a t  t h ~ r ewasn ' t  any. 
Some of the  c o n f i d e n t i a l  I b e l i e v e  was i n  the  t h i r d  drawer. 
What I d i d  was, i f  it should be under t h e  same f i l e  des igna to r ,  
even though the  f o l d e r  i t s e l f  contained s e c r e t  m a t e r i a l ,  i f  
t he  c o n f i d e n t i a l  should have been i n  t h a t  f i l e ,  then I placed 
it i n  t h a t  f i l e .  

Q o Were t h e r e  any f o l d e r s  t h a t  you ever  saw f o r  the  
ADC o r  f o r  the  commanding genera l?  

SSG LOFTIS: To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, t h e r e  was an envelope 
i n  t h e r e  t h a t  had "Personal ,  f o r  the  commanding genera l"  on it. 

Q This would have been f o r  General GETTYS? 
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SSG LOFTIS: Yes, s ir ,  I b e l i e v e  so .  There aga in  I d o n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y  what t h e  envelope conta ined .  

Q And which drawer was t h a t  i n ?  

SSG LOFTIS : This  was i n  t h e  t h i r d  drawer,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge, sir. 

SFC SAIMONS: , I t h i n k  I might be a b l e  t o  c l e a r  t h a t  up a l i t t l e  
b i t .  I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e  second drawer t o  t h e  s a f e ,  
where I maintained the  miscel laneous m a t t e r ,  became s t u c k  one 
day. Major POWELL and I d i scussed  t h a t  drawer be ing  s t u c k  
because he had d i f f i c u l t y  one t i m e  g e t t i n g  it open, and then  
I had d i f f i c u l t y  g e t t i n g  it open. And I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  w e  
took t h a t  s t u f f  o u t  of t h e r e  and p u t  it i n  t h e  t h i r d  drawer. 
W e  took t h e  f l i g h t  helmet and t h e  b r i e f  case  and, i f  I remember 
c o r r e c t l y ,  I d o n ' t  remember e v e r  looking  i n  t h a t  b r i e f  c a s e ,  
pu t  it i n s i d e  t h a t  second drawer and c l o s e d  it. A t  one t i m e  
o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  I know we g o t  t h a t  drawer open. Because w e  
managed t o  g e t  t h e  f l i g h t  helmet o u t  of t h e r e .  The drawer w a s  
s tuck .  I remember t h a t ,  t h e  drawer be ing  s tuck .  But I a l s o  
remember g e t t i n g  it open one t i m e  and g e t t i n g  t h a t  f l i g h t  
helmet and t h e  b r i e f  case  o u t  of t h e r e .  And w e  l a i d  them i n  
t h e  c h a i r  r i g h t  nex t  t o  Lieu tenant  CAMPBELL'S desk. The 
f l i g h t  helmet ,  n o t  t h e  b r i e f  c a s e ,  t h e  f l i g h t  heimet kept  
ending up i n  t h e  f o u r t h  drawer down i n  t h e  bottom drawer. 

. And I k e p t  t a k i n g  it o u t  and p u t t i n g  it back. This appa ren t ly  
must have been a t  t h e  t i m e ,  r i g h t  around t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
Sergeant  LOFTIS took over  t h a t  s t u f f ,  o r  d u r i n g  the  t i m e  
t h a t  he was there. 

-10: What d i d  DROSDICK say when you t u r n e d  over  t o  him 
the  s a f e  t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  him what was i n  the  second 
drawer? 

SSG LOFTIS: W e l l  he d i d  t h e  same t h i n g  a s  I d i d ,  s i r .  He 
' j u s t  accepted  it a t  my word. I thought  t h e  f l i g h t  helmet 

was s t i l l  i n  t h e r e ,  and t h i s  is  what I t o l d  him. I s a i d  
t h e  second drawer ' s  s tuck .  ' We c a n ' t  g e t  it open. The re ' s  
only a f l i g h t  helmet i n  there, and no documents were missing 
i n  accordance wi th  ou r  inven to ry ,  and he s igned  f o r  it j u s t  
as I d id .  

Q - Would n o t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  remain though, t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e  some c o n f i d e n t i a l  o r  o t h e r  documents t h a t  might be i n  t h e r e  
tha t - -

. '  
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SFC 'SAIMONS : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  because I can remember 
having t h a t  drawer open. That drawer was open a t  one t i m e .  

Q. But do you remember t a k i n g  eve ry th ing  o u t  of  it 
though? 

SFC SAIMONS: Y e s ,  sir. Oh, yes ,  yes.  I n  f a c t  I moved every-
th ing .  I know we  moved eve ry th ing  o u t  of t h a t  drawer. 

Q.  . ~t one t i m e ,  you know, you t o l d  m e  t h a t  you had 
your s e c r e t  i n  t h e  t o p  drawer. 

SFC SAIMONS: Y e s ,  sir.  

Q And t h a t  w a s  a l l .  And you kep t  your c o n f i d e n t i a l  
and o t h e r  documents t h a t  you d i d n ' t  l o g  i n  i n  t h e  second drawer. 

SFC SAIMONS: Y e s ,  s ir .  I may have t o l d  you t h a t  b e f o r e  o u r  
I G  i n s p e c t i o n  I p u t  a l l  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  i n  one drawer a long w i t h  
the  logs  and a l l  of t h e  o t h e r  papers .  I t h i n k  Sergeant  LOFTIS 
i s  the  one t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  t a k i n g  o u t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i -
c a t e s  and p u t t i n g  them i n  the  o t h e r  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  o u t  i n  t h e  
o t h e r  o f f i c e .  To my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h e r e  was some c o n f i d e n t i a l  
mat te r .  Most of  it, however, w a s  n o n - c l a s s i f i e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  
drawer. 

' Q .  Now where i s  t h i s  o t h e r  s a f e ,  Sergeant  LOFTIS, t h a t  
you kep t  your l o g s  and your d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  i n ?  

SSG LOFTIS: S i r ,  t h i s  is  j u s t  a r e g u l a r  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  t h a t ' s  
i n  t h e  admin o f f i c e  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  SGS o f f i c e .  

Q I n  your o f f i c e ?  

SSG LOFTIS: I n  ny o f f i c e ,  r i g h t ,  sir.  I t  s a t  t o  t h e  l e f t  of  
my desk by t h e  w a l l .  

Q - Y e s .  So t h e r e  w a s  one s a f e  then--

SSG LOFTIS : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  One s a f e .  

Q. That was i n  the SGS o f f i c e .  

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q And t h a t  was a  lock  s a f e .  

SSG LOFTIS: This  was a combination lock s a f e .  

Q. You had another  j u s t  p l a i n  o l d  drawer f i l i n g  
c a b i n e t .  

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I n  your o f f i c e .  

' SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  you a l s o  k e p t  your o l d  logs
and your o l d  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of  d e s t r u c t i o n .  

SSG LOFTIS: Right ,  sir.  

Q. And t o  t h e  b e s t  of your knowledge, t h a t  second 
drawer of t h a t  s a f e  was n o t .  open when you depar ted?  

SSG LOFTIS: T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Now, Sergeant  SAIMONS,  where would your c e r t i -
f i c a t e s  of d e s t r u c t i o n  be t h a t  w e r e  p laced  on t h e  back of t h e  
, log? Where were they when you tu rned  them over  t o  Sergeant  
LOFTIS? Where would they be p h y s i c a l l y ?  

SFC SAIMONS : I n  the  s a f e .  I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  I had them i n  t h e  
t o p  drawer,  t o  t h e  back, behind t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents. 

Q. Do you have any , r e c o l l e c t i o n  of e v e r  see ing  t h o s e ,  
Sergeant  LOFTIS? 

SSG LOFTIS: Yes, s ir ,  I d i d  see them. W e  made an inventory  
of  which t h e s e  were inc luded  i n  t h e  inventory .  

Q. And where would you have p u t  those?  

SSG LOFTIS: I would have f i l e d  those  i n  t h e  c a b i n e t ,  t h e  un-
c l a s s i f i e d  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  i n  my o f f i c e  w i t h  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
c e r t i f i c a t e  f o l d e r .  

Q I had understood you t o  s a y ,  Sergeant  SAIMONS, t h a t  
you used c l a s s i f i e d  d e s c r i p t i v e  in fo rma t ion ,  and t h e r e f o r e  
t h a t  you had kept  t hese  pages i n  t h e  s a f e  because of t h a t ?  

(LOFTIS) 
(SAIMONS) 
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SFC SAIMONS: Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  on t h e  log .  T h a t ' s  t h e  a c t i v e  
l o g ,  and I a l s o  k e p t  t h e  i n a c t i v e  l o g  i n  t h e r e  t oo .  The a c t i v e  
l o g  i t s e l f  must be"ma in t a ined  i n  t h e  s a f e ,  sir.  

Q But do I unders tand t h a t  when t h e  material becomes 
i n a c t i v e  tha t  it i s  immediately d e c l a s s i f i e d ?  

SFC SAIMONS: N o ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y .  

Q This  is  what I d o n ' t  unders tand.  I f  t h i s  i s  
in fo rma t ion  t h a t  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  and then  d e a c t i v a t e d ,  it would 
s t i l l  be c l a s s i f i e d  in format ion  and it s t i l l  should  belong 
i n  t h e  s a f e ,  I would suppose. 

SFC SAIMONS : Y e s ,  sir. 

SSG LOFTIS: To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s  no -
c l a s s i f i e d  in fo rma t ion  on t h e s e  d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  
t h a t  Se rgean t  SAIMONS had prepared  p rev ious ly .  I f  t h e r e  
had been, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I would have p u t  them i n  u n c l a s s i f i e d  
f i l i n g  c a b i n e t .  I f  I d i d ,  i t ' s  a s e c u r i t y  e r r o r  on my p a r t  
t h a t  I d i d n ' t  see it. 

10: So when you changed your e n t i r e  f i l i n g  system, 
t h e  o l d  l o g s  would have become ant iquated: ,  would they  no t?  

SSG LOFTIS: W e l l  t h e  o l d  l o g  s h e e t s ,  once I t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  
a c t i v e  e n t r i e s  t o  new l o g  s h e e t s ,  would have become i n a c t i v e ,  
s i r ,  because I l i n e d ,  through t h e  e n t r i e s ,  made a n o t a t i o n  t h a t  
they were t r a n s f e r r e d .  - I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  when I d i d  
t r a n s f e r  them, I b e l i e v e  some of t h e  e n t i r e s  d i d  c o n t a i n  
c l a s s i f i e d  t i t les .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  I made a s h o r t  t i t l e  o u t  
of t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  t i t l e s ,  which i s  p e r m i s s i b l e .  You can 
t a k e  t h e  f i r s t  l e t t e r  of  each word and rhn  it cont inuous ly  
i n  a l l  caps ,  and it becomes' an u n c l a s s i f i e d  s h o r t  t i t l e .  This  
i s  what I would have done on any e n t r y  t h a t  might have been , 

c l a s s i f i e d  from t h e  o l d  l o g  s h e e t s .  I c a n ' t  remember d i s -
t i n c t l y  i f  t h e r e  w a s  some c l a s s i f i e d  e n t r i e s  on t h e  l o g  s h e e t s .  
I t  seems t h , a t  t h e r e  w e r e ,  b u t  I f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  i f  t hey  w e r e ,  
I ' d  f i l e  t hose  l o g  s h e e t s  i n  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  documents con-
t a i n e r .  Any u n c l a s s i f i e d  ones would have been f i l e d  i n  t h e  
u n c l a s s i f i e d  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t .  

Q. So t h e  real t h r u s t  of  t h e  problem is whether or 
n o t  t h e  t i t l e  of t h e  document i s  c l a s s i f i e d .  

SSG LOFTIS : Y e s ,  sir. 

(LOFTIS) 
(SAIMONS) 
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9- And even i f  it had been c l a s s i f i e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  
it would have s t i l l  had t o  have been f i l e d  i n  t h e  s a f e ,  and 
a l l  of your a c t i v e  logs  have t o  be i n  t h e  s a f e  with  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  i t s e l f .  

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  s ir .  ' 

Q They d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have t o  be locked i n  t h a t  
same s a f e .  You d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have t o  keep it i n  t h a t  
s a f e ,  b u t  it has  t o  be under s e c u r i t y  c o n d i t i o n s .  It  could 
be i n  an a d j a c e n t  s a f e ,  could it not?  

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  sir,  b u t  be ing  a s  we  on ly  had t h e  one s a f e ,  
it should have been with  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l .  

Q Well, I t h i n k  t h a t  what would be impor tan t  t o  know 
r i g h t  now is  vhe the r  o r  n o t  you ' r e  s u r e  t h a t  when you tu rned  
t h a t  s a f e  over  t h a t  drawer w a s  locked,  and two, t h a t  it was 
empty . 
SFC SAIXONS: I know it was empty. May I ask a ques t ion?  When 
you were t h e r e ,  w e r e  you a b l e  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  second drawer 
of t h a t  s a f e ?  

Q I d i d  n o t  t r y  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  second drawer of t h a t  
s a f e .  

SFC SAIMONS: I see. 

Q So I cannot answer your q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  I can t e l l  
you t h a t  i t ' s  one t h i n g  t h a t  I ' m  going t o  f i n d  o u t .  

SFC SAIMONS: AS f a r  a s  I can remember, t h a t  drawer was empty. 

Q W e l l , '  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  what you've 
been t e l l i n g  us because you t o l d  us very s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  one 
t i m e  t h a t  you kept  your c o n f i d e n t i a l  papers  i n  the  second 
drawer. That  was one t h i n g .  You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  
t h e  lower drawer w a s  a b r i e f c a s e  and a helmet.  

SFC SAIMONS : T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q Frankly I t h i n k  one could p u t  t h i s  a l t o g e t h e r .  

SFC SAIMONS: I t h i n k  what I f o r g o t  was t h a t  t h e  drawer was 
locked. T h a t ' s  what I f o r g o t .  

(LOFT1S) 
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Q I f  your  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  
t i m e  w e r e  i n  t h e  second drawer,  you would have had a problem. 

SFC SAIMONS: They w e r e  no t .  

Q - So when t h e  drawer s t a r t e d  s t i c k i n g ,  d i d  you remove -

the  con ten t s  from t h e  s a f e  and p u t  them i n  wi th  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  
m a t e r i a l  up i n  the t o p  drawer? A t  t h a t  t i m e  a l s o ,  it could 
have been a f a l l o u t  w i th  t h e  b r i e f  case  and t h e  f l i g h t  helmet 
going t o  t h e  lower drawer. When d i d  you l eave ,  aga in  Sergeant  
LOFTIS ? 

SSG LOFTIS: I le f t  t h e  headquar te rs ,  s ir ,  12 May 1969. 

May 1969.Q. 

SSG LOFTIS: I t u r n e d  over  t h e  documents, a s  I remember, on o r  
about t h e  end of A p r i l  t o  Sergeant  DROSDICK,  because a t  t h a t  
time I went on a 7 day leave  t o  Hawaii. When I r e t u r n e d  I had 
1 2  days remaining i n  country.  And a t  t h a t  t i m e  I was f r e e  of 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of be ing  cus todian  of t h e  documents, supp l i e s ,  
and o t h e r  d u t i e s ,  i n  which I had t o  s i g n  over  t o  him. W e  d i d  
t h i s  p r i o r  t o  my d e p a r t u r e  f o r  l eave .  

MACCRATE: Sergeant  LOFTIS, what were t h e  days t h a t  you 
were away on R&R? 

SSG LOFTIS: I depa r t ed  the headquar te rs  on Christmas day as 
I remember. 

Q- No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  i n  May, 1969. 

SSG LOFTIS: When I l e f t  t h a t  t i m e , '  it was t h e  week t h a t  went 
from A p r i l  t o  May. I t h i n k ,  a s  I remember I was gone 2 .or 3 
days i n  A p r i l  and 2 o r  3 days i n  May. I t  was f o r  a pe r iod  of 
seven days. 

Q Were you i n  A p r i l  1969 eve r  asked t o  sea rch  f o r  
a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

SSG LOFTIS: No, s ir ,  I was n o t .  

Q. But a t  this t i m e ,  the second drawer of t h e  s a f e  
would have been s e a l e d  shu t .  

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  s ir .  

(LOFTIS) 
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Q- And i f  anyone d i d  make a search  a t  anytime, they
wouldn' t have been a b l e  t o .  look i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  drawer. 

SSG LOFTIS: Not without  it being forced  open i n  some manner, 
- sir. 

Q - A s  f a r  a s  you know, t h a t  was never done a s  long a s  
you were t h e r e .  

SSG LOFTIS : That I s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

10: Do you r e c a l l  when you go t  back from Hawaii, was 
it s t i l l  inoperable?  

SSG LOFTIS: To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, it w a s ,  s i r .  

Q, You had a l ready turned  t h i s  over  t o  DROSDICK? 

SSG LOFTIS : Y e s ,  s i r ,  I had. When I go t  back, he was doing 
the job and doing it wel l .  I d i d  g ive  him a l i t t l e  more 
a s s i s t a n c e  i n  some ques t ions  he had, which were rou t ine .  When 
I re tu rned  from t h i s  leave ,  s i r ,  my capaci ty  from then u n t i l  
t h e  time I l e f t  was j u s t  a m a t t e r  of advis ing  Sergeant 
DROSDICK on any ques t ions  he had and c l e a r i n g  my u n i t  f o r  
depar ture .  

Q The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1245 hours ,  7 February 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: SAINT, Crosbie  LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 31 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentaqon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  G-3, Americal 
Div i s ion .  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i tne s s  was t h e  S3 t o  t h e F i r s t  Squadron, F i r s t  
Cavalry whi le  they were a t t a ched  t o  Task Force Oregon 
u n t i l  January 1968 (pgs. 1, 2 )  . A t  t h a t  t i m e  he  was 
made t h e  a s s i s t a n t  G3 i n  t h e  Americal Div i s ion  o p e r a t i n g  
a s  the execu t i ve  o f f i c e r  and f o r  one month worked i n  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r  (pg. 2 ) .  H i s  G3 d u t i e s  involved 
coo rd ina t i on  between t h e  va r i ous  s e c t i o n s  and supe rv i s i on  
o f  t h e  paper  work (pg. 2 ) .  H e  remained a s  G3 u n t i l  
1 J u l y  1968, s e rv ing  under Colonel  BALMER and Colonel  
BAXLEY (pg. 2 ) .  For an i n t e r i m . p e r i o d  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  
KELLY was t h e  a c t i n g  G3 wh i l e  Colonel  BALMER was on R&R 
(pg. 2 ) .  The w i tne s s  desc r ibed  t h e  p h y s i c a l  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  
o f f i c e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  (pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  spoke w i th  va r i ous  people  p r i o r  t o  h i s  
appearance b e f o r e  t h e  board  b u t  t h e  only  d i s c u s s i o n  which 
had any p e r t i n e n t  information was one w i t h  Colonel  BALMER 
i n  which BALMER t o l d  him t h a t  he  was on RCR a t  t h e  t i m e  
(pg. 3 ) .  

2. TASK FORCE BARKER AND THE MY LA1 AREA. 

The w i tne s s  de sc r i bed  t h e  background of  Task Force 
Barker (pg. 4 ) .  H e  d i s cus sed  t h e  p r i o r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
My Lai  a r e a  and po in ted  o u t  t h a t  they would n o t  normally 
r e f e r  t o  it a s  P i n k v i l l e  f o r  r easons  o f  c l a r i t y  (pgs. 4 ,  5 ) .  
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The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  r e c a l l e d  an arqument going on 
the  day before  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  My Lai over t h e  
assignments of h e l i c o p t e r s  (pgs. 5 ,  6) . Normally, he 
would no t  a t t e n d  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  (ps .  6 ) .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  i n  h i s  awareness of  the s i t u a t i o n  he r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
it w a s  a h o s t i l e  a r e a ,  heav i ly  booby t rapped and mined 
(pg. 6 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  a s tudy had been p u t  o u t  r e l a t i n g  
t o  ways t o  e l imina t e  t h e  mine c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 6 ) .  

3 .  INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 16 MARCH I N C I D E N T .  

a.  H i s  knowledge of  r epo r t s .  

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he never heard of a 
conf ron ta t ion  between a v i a t i o n  personnel  and ground 
u n i t s  on 16 March (pg. 8) . H e  d i d  n o t  discuss t h i s  wi th  
Colonel HOLLADAY, t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  (pg. 8 ) .  H e  never heard 
of a rumor concerning t h e  a l l eged  conf ron ta t ion  on the  
ground (pg. 23) .  He never heard of a chap la in ' s  r e p o r t  
(pg. 9 ) .  

b.  Propaganda concerning t h e  a s s a u l t .  

The witness  was no t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  any propaganda 
concerninq t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  (pg. 1 6 ) .  He had no t  
previously  seen t h e  propaganda which is  a t t ached  t o  
Exhib i t  R - 1  (pgs. 16 ,  17) . 

c.  Inves t iga t ions  concerning t h e  a s s a u l t .  

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  al thouuh he f requent ly  
contacted t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  G5 he never 
heard any mention concerning an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t he  
a l l eged  i n c i d e n t  (pgs. 18 ,  1 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  an SIR 
would probably be s e n t  o u t  i f  they had ever  rece ived  a 
r e p o r t  t h a t  people were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  (pg. 1 9 ) .  
The witness  r e c a l l e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n c i d e n t s  being 
repor ted  which were unfavorable,  such a s  t h e  r e l i e f  of 
t he  Spec i a l  Forces a t  Kham Duc (pg. 23 ) .  He a l s o  mentioned 
another i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which was ordered by t h e  commanding 
genera l ,  concerning t h e  rape  o r  t h e  murder of  Vietnamese 
Nationals sometime i n  June (pgs. 25, 26) .  
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4 .  DIVISION POLICIES WITH REGARD TO CASUALTIES. 

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e . d i d  n o t , y e c a l l  anyone 
ques t ion ing  t h e  body count and comparing it with  t h e  number 
of weapons captured (pg. 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  he was cons tan t ly  
amazed by t h e  a b i l i t y  of the people t o  completely p o l i c e  
up an a r ea  a f t e r  an engagement (pgs. 7 ,  8 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  KOSTER pu t  g r e a t  emphasis on t h e  reduc t ion  o r  
e l imina t ion  of any c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 11). He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel KELLY worked on a d i v i s i o n  SOP 
document which s p e l l e d  o u t  t h e  r u l e s  of engagement 
(pg. 1 ) .  The witness  was shown var ious  e x h i b i t s  and 
asked t o  examine them (pqs. 11-13). He s t a t e d  t h a t  
Lieutenant  Colonel KELLY prepared ~ x h i b i t  D-5 (pg. 1 3 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  some correspondence from 
e i t h e r  General ABRAMS o r  General WESTMORELAND concerning 
a l i e n a t i o n  of c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 1 3 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  General 
KOSTER persona l ly  b r i e f e d  each of t h e  br igade  commanders 
and normally knew more about what was going on i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  than t h e  people who presen ted  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  
i n  the evening (pg. 1 5 ) .  Orders f o r  opera t ions  would 
no t  come o u t  of t h e  G3 f o r  t h e  normal day t o  day a c t i v i t y ,  
b u t  apparent ly  w e r e  used t o  move a u n i t  o u t  o r  t o  cover 
major a c t i v i t i e s  (pg. 15 ) .  
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E X H I B I T  
NUMBER 

-

-

-
-


R-2 

R-12 

R-13 

E X H I B I T S  

DESCRIPTJON 

D i v i s i o n  R e q  525-4 

A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n  log ,  

T F  B a r k e r  loq 
~ m e r i c a l~ i v i s i o nC o m b a t  
SOP 

HENDERSON'S R e p o r t  with 
&losures  
C o m b a t  A c t i o n  R e p o r t ,  
2 8 M a r 6 8  
C o m b a t  A c t i o n  R e p o r t  , 
2 4  M a r  6 8  
C o m b a t  A c t i o n  R e p o r t ,  
1 9  M a r  6 8  

-NOTES 
X i t  stated t h i s  w a s  
prepared by LTC 
KELLY . 

S h o w n  t o  w i t n e s s .  

S h o w n  t o  w i t n e s s .  

S h o w n  t o  w i t n e s s .  

W i t  did no t  see 

before. 

W i t  thought  he had 

read it. 


W i t  d id  n o t  reca l l ,  
K t  recalled ~t 

w a s  prepared as 
a " L e s s o n s  Learned." 

PAGES 

13 

7 

1 4  

1 2  

1 7  

11 

9 

1 0  

(SAINT)  4 SUM APP T - 2 8 8  


FOR O F F I C I A L -  USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


197a.1 
(.The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1145 h o u r s ,  31 January 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: 
PARS, MR MACCRATE, 

The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  
COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

LTG 

SAINT. 
S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  Crosb ie  

(LTC SAINT was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows:  

Colonel  SAINT, could  you s t a t e  your  name, S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number and assignment? 

WIT: Crosb ie  E. SAINT, I ' m  c u r r e n t l y  a s s igned  
t o  O f f i c e  o f  Personne l  Ope ra t ions ,  armor branch .  

I0 : On n~y l e f t ,  Colonel  SAINT, i s  M r .  MACCRATE. H e  
is  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  a s s l s t  m e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  
a l s o  prov ides  l e g a l  counse l  f o r  me and o t h e r  members of t h e  
i n q u i r y  team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG, who has  
been des igna t ed  by t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  
me  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  E i t h e r  M r .  MACCRATE o r  Colonel  
ARMSTRONG may ask q u e s t i o n s .  W e  have some o t h e r  groups 
such a s  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t a k i n g  tes t imony -from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  
AS you might w e l l  imagine,  I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
p u t t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r ,  weighing t h e  ev idence  and making 
f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. Have you had  an oppor tun i ty  
t o  review t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  E x h i b i t  M-57? 

WIT: Y e s ,  s ir ,  I have.  

I0 : Do you unders tand them o r  have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

WIT : I unders tand th,em and I have no q u e s t i o n s .  

10:  Colonel'SAINT, w i l l  you i n d i c a t e  what your  duty  
ass ignment  w a s  w i th  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  when you jo ined  
t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and reass ignments  you may have  had i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  when you t e rmina t ed  your  s e r v i c e  w i t h  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I n i t i a l l y ,  I s t a r t e d  o f f  a t  F o r t  Hood, 
as t h e  S3 of t h e ,  1st  Squadron, 1st  Cava l ry ,  which then  r o t a t e d  
as a u n i t  and w a s  a t t a c h e d  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  t o  Task Force 
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Oregon. Th i s  w a s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of  August 1967. A t  t h a t  
t i m e  I remained t h e  S3, and we ope ra t ed  u n t i l  January  1968. I 
was a s s igned  a s  the a s s i s t a n t  G 3  i n  t h e  Americal  D iv i s ion .  
I n i t i a l l y  I o p e r a t e d  l i k e  an execu t ive  o f f i c e r .  Then I w a s  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r  f o r  about a month; 
t h e n  I w a s  deputy G 3  and went back as  an e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r .  
These were t h e  o n l y  two ass ignments  I had d u r i n g  my e n t i r e  
t o u r .  My d u t i e s  as t h e  deputy G3, a c t u a l l y  involved  c o o r d i n a t i o n  
between t h e  v a r i o u s  G3 s e c t i o n s ,  watching o u t  f o r  t h e  pape r  
work. I a l s o  made s u r e  t h a t  t h e  G3 knew when he w a s  go ing  
ou t  on h i s  v i s i t s  and  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  s o  h e  
w a s q ' t  s u r p r i s e d  by something t h a t  he d i d n ' t  know about .  
P e r i o d i c a l l y  I checked i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r  t o  s e e  
i f  anything unusua l  had happened b u t  I remained most ly  i n  
t h e  o f f i c e  s o  t h a t  i f  somebody c a l l e d  and needed an answer 
i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  the a l l o c a t i o n  of r e sou rces  t hey  could  be  
d i r e c t e d  t o  go t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r  t h e  G3 h i m s e l f .  I w a s  n o t ,  
as  you might s a y ,  a d e c i s i o n  maker. I w a s  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  
c o o r d i n a t i o n  was made w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f .  

Q- When d i d  you j o i n  t h e  G3 s t a f f  o f  t h e  Americal? 

A. It w a s  i n  January 1968,  sir. 

Q How l o n g  d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. U n t i l  abou t  1 J u l y  1968. 

9 For  about  6 months? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And who w e r e  t h e  G3's t h a t  you s e r v e d  under t h e r e ?  

A. I n i t i a l l y  t h e r e  w a s  Colonel  BALMER, s i r .  Colonel  
BALNER went on R&R f o r  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t ime .  H e  w a s n ' t  o f -
f i c i a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  b u t  t h e r e  was a L ieu tenan t  Colonel  KELLEY 
who used t o  work i n  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  and s o r t  of  
f i l l e d  i n  a s  f a r  as b r i e f i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  a t  n i g h t  and t h a t  t y p e  
of t h ing .  Then a L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BAXLEY took  o v e r  as t h e  G3.  

Q When d i d  BAXLEY t a k e  over?  Do you remember about  t h e  
t ime? 

A .  I t h i n k  it w a s  about  1 A p r i l ,  s ir .  
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Q. The My La i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March became known o r  
became a matter of  p u b l i c  knowledge about  4 o r  5 months 
ago through t e l e v i s i o n ,  r a d i o ,  newspapers and o t h e r  media. 
S ince  t h a t  t i m e ,  and up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  have you had 
any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  anybody from t h e  America1 Di-ri s i o n  
concerning t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  i n  
t h i s  a r ea?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  On one occas ion  I w a s  a t  F o r t  Knox 
on a t r i p  t o  counse l  o f f i c e r s .  I t a l k e d  t o  B r i g a d i e r  General  
GALLOWAY, and he j u s t  asked me i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  i f  I had 
known anyth ing  about t h i s .  This  was a s u r p r i s e  t o  m e ,  and 
he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was a s u r p r i s e  t o  him. I t o l d  him, , 

"No, I had no knowledge of  i t , "  t h a t  I r e a d  it i n  t h e  paper  
and was q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d .  We j u s t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  va r ious  
a s p e c t s  of how something l i k e  t h i s  would happen. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I t h i n k  I t a l k e d  t o  s e v e r a l  
o f f i c e r s  who w e r e  armor o f f i c e r s  t h a t  I knew i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
who w e r e n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t  b u t  
w e r e  i n  t h e  c a v a l r y  squadron t h a t  I w a s  i n .  They were a sk ing  
m e ,  "Do you know about t h i s ? "  And I r e p l i e d  t h a t  I d i d n '  t 
know about it. 

Q. You d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  anybody else i n  headqua r t e r s?  

A. I b e l i e v e ,  t o  be  s p e c i f i c  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  I t a l k e d  t o  
Major VAUGHN on one occas ion .  I t h i n k  h e  i s  t h e  only  one 
t h a t  was i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  I t a k e  it back .  When t h e  
i n c i d e n t  f i r s t  came up Colonel  BALIJIER cane o v e r  and asked 
m e  i f  I knew anyth ing  about it. I s a i d  "No, s i r . "  I d i d n ' t  
know anyth ing  about  it and h e  j u s t  s o r t  of  k idded  me, l i k e  
I would be  c a l l e d  t o  t e s t i f y  i n  a few months. T h a t ' s  t h e  
e x t e n t  of my conve r sa t ion .  H e  asked m e  - - I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
whether he w a s  j u s t  t a l k i n g  o r  t o  r e f r e s h  h i s  memory - -
how Task Force  Barker g o t  down t h e r e .  H e  s a i d ,  "I r e c a l l  
t h a t  I was on R&R a t  t h a t  t i m e , "  and t o l d  abou t  how t h e  
Korean Marines had p u l l e d  o u t  and they  had p u t  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  i n  on Opera t ion  14uscatine t o  cover  t h e i r  movement 
o u t .  W e  p u l l e d  t h e  t h r e e  companies t o  form t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  
and t h a t ' s  how w e  g o t  it down t h e r e .  Tha t  w a s  t h e  l i m i t  o f  
ou r  d i s c u s s s i o n .  I t o l d  t h a t  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my memory, t h a t  
was t h e  s e r i e s  of i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  l e d  up t o  g e t t i n g  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. I w a s  wondering how you remembered s o  p r e c i s e l y  t h a t  
Colonel  BALMER had been on R&R. I w a s  w e l l  aware of  t h a t .  

A .  The reason I remember it i s  because t h e r e  was some 
d i s c u s s i o n  on whether  he could go on R&R. A s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
o f f i c e r  I was t r y i n g  t o  a r r ange  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s o  t h a t  he 
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could go, s o  t h a t  t h e  genera l  would l e t  him go. I t  wasn ' t  a 
normal t h i n g ,  where he j u s t  went. I t  w a s  q u i t e  a f i g h t ,t o  
g e t  him out .  

Q. You are we l l  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of Task 
Force Barker,  when it was organized and why and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  da tes  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
I could be i n  e r r o r  i f  you asked what b a t t a l i o n s  it was 
composed o f ,  b u t  I know it was about a two-company t a s k  
fo rce .  Colonel BARKER w a s  t h e  CO of t h e  t a s k  fo rce  and 
I be l i eve  Major CALHOUN was t h e  S3. I know t h a t  subsequently,  
i n  our  d i scuss ion  about o f f i c e r s  t o  r ep lace  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  
opera t ions  c e n t e r ,  Captain MEDINA's  name had been mentioned 
as  the  ou t s t and ing  company commander. I never a c t u a l l y  
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  c a p t a i n ,  b u t  I remember making note  of h i s  
name when we were looking through people. 

Q Were you s t i l l  i n  t h e  headquarters  when he joined
t h e  Arnerical Divis ion?  

A. " When he joined? Y e s ,  s i r ,  he came wi th  the  11th  
Brigade. 

Q- When he came up t o  headquarters  i n t o  the  G 3  s e c t i o n  
of t h e  Arnerical? 

A. No, sir .  I w a s  gone a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Are you f a m i l i a r  with- t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  t a sk  
fo rce  was organized i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of January? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Actual ly  it had t h r e e  companies i n s t e a d  of two, 
one from each of  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  previous opera t ions  t h a t  had been 
ou t  i n t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  which is 
t h e  a r e a  t h a t  people r e f e r  t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e ?  Did you r e f e r  
t o  t h a t  as  P i n k v i l l e  a t  t h a t  time i n  t h e  headquarters?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q What d i d  you c a l l  i t ?  

(SAINT) . . 4 APP T-288 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I n  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  w e  were very 
s p e c i f i c  a s  t o  t h i s  town o r  t h a t  town. I f  somebody had 
r e f e r r e d  t o  P i n k v i l l e  wh i l e  I was i n  t h e r e ,  i f  h e  would 

_ h a v e  been an o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  I t h i n k  I would have 
c o r r e c t e d  him, because I could s e e  t h e  g e n e r a l  s z y i n g ,  
"There a r e  a l o t  of  P i n k v i l l e s  running around."  

Q Did you r e f e r  t o  t h i s  as My Lai?  How d i d  they
r e f e r  t o  t h i s ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  it would be My Lai  , sir, n o t  (1), (2 )  , 
( 3 )  , o r  ( 4 )  , b u t  j u s t  My L a i .  A s  f a r  as t h i s  s p e c i f i c  
o p e r a t i o n ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  g e t  involved  e x c e p t  I knew they  

L 

w e r e  going t o  have an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and t h a t  it 
r e q u i r e d  s o  many h e l i c o p t e r s .  I would go i n t o  t h e  TOC 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  everybody w a s  covered as  
f a r  as t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of  r e s o u r c e s ,  b u t  as  far  as t h e  t a c -
t i c a l  maneuvers I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  g e t  i nvo lved  i n  it. 

Q. Had you been f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  two p rev ious
o p e r a t i o n s  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  by Task Force Ba rke r  i n  t h e  
month of February? 

A .  I know t h a t  t hey  had them, s i r ,  and t h a t ' s  
t h e  e x t e n t  of it. I knew t h a t  t hey  had combat a s s a u l t s .  
I knew t h a t  w e  had some d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  where 
t o  move t h e  a r t i l l e r y  t o  c l o s e  o u t  t h e  LZ,  I guess  i t ' s  
D o t t i e  o r  Upt igh t .  We had a long  d i s c u s s i o n  whether  t o  
c l o s e  o u t  Upt igh t .  I f  we c lo sed  it o u t ,  where would t h e y  
g e t  t h e i r  a r t i l l e r y  s u p p o r t ,  whether  you would have t o  p u t  
"8 i nch"  o r  " 1 5 5 ' s "  a t  D o t t i e  t o  cover  any o p e r a t i o n s  o u t  
i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  about t h e  e x t e n t  of i t ?  

Q. What was t h e  l o g i c  behind c l o s i n g  o u t  Upt igh t?  

A. J u s t  t r y i n g  t o  conserve t h e  number o f  t r o o p s  t h e r e  
and t h e  number of  people  it would t a k e  t o  m a n  a f i r e  b a s e  and 
s e c u r e  it. 

Q. Now coming down t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  Task Force Barker  
on t h e  1 6 t h r  when d i d  it f i r s t  come t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  came t o  my a t t e n t i o n  probably i n  
t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  o r  sometime i n  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  o r  t h e  n i g h t  
b e f o r e ,  t h a t  they  were going t o  have a combat a s s a u l t .  I t  would 
r e q u i r e  some h e l i c o p t e r s  and t h e r e  w a s  a d i s c u s s i o n  on how many 
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they would g e t  i n  an argument back and f o r t h  wi th  br igade .  I 
would hear  no th ing  unless  something occurred dur ing  t h e  day, and 
I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  a ho ld  of t h e  G3, The TOC would c a l l  me t o  
ask what t o  do about  something. Normally, I d i d  no t  a t t e n d  
t h e  evening b r i e f i n g .  The only o t h e r  time t h a t  I would 
become acquainted wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was 4 o r  5 days l a t e r .  
Number one, I would read t h e  log  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  I was 
c u r r e n t  i n  what w a s  going on, s o  t h a t  i f  something came up 
I wouldn' t be caught  s u r p r i s e d .  I 'd look a t  it admin i s t r a t ive ly  
and f o r  anything t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h e  G3 knew about ,  
j u s t  a r o u t i n e  r e p o r t .  Maybe he should know about it; t h e n  
I would t ake  it i n  and show it t o  him. 

Q. While you were doing t h i s ,  what was your apprec ia t ion  
of t h e  enemy f o r c e s  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. I t  w a s  a h o s t i l e  a r e a ,  s i r .  Ever s i n c e  I had 
been assoc ia ted  wi th  t h e  America1 Divis ion o r  Task Force 
Oregon, t h e  people were considered h o s t i l e .  I t  was heav i ly  
booby-trapped and mined. I t  was a very dangerous a r e a  t o  
go i n t o .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t  we d id  a study with r e fe rence  
t o  the  number of c a s u a l t i e s  being received from t h a t  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  a rea  from mines and booby t r a p s .  We pu t  ou t  some 
information t o  t h e  t roops  on ways t o  c u t  down t h e  number 
of c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q- When d i d  you t u r n  ou t  t h a t  announcement? 

A .  I th ink  it probably s t a r t e d  around February,  

s i r .  I s t a r t e d  it j u s t  ou t  of c u r i o s i t y .  I was n o t i c i n g  

t h e  number of people being wounded down t h e r e  and s t a r t e d  

counting. I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  G 1  and t h e  surgeon and added up 

t h e  number of people and why and how they  were wounded. 

I guess t h a t ' s  how it got  s t a r t e d .  I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly .  

I t  wasn ' t  t oo  long a f t e r  Task Force Barker got  i n  t h e r e .  

They had a number of people wounded by one mine. I rememher 

t h e  general  t o l d  t h e  G3 t o  f i n d  out  why they were a l l  bunched 

up, how come four  people got wounded by one d . n e  et c e t e r a .  


Q. Do you r e c a l l  along about t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of March 

t h a t  q u i t e  a l a r g e  group of them got  caught i n  a minef ie ld?  

We heard varying r e p o r t s  of 15 and 16 ,  some people have 

ind ica ted  a s  many as  2 2 .  I th ink  15 o r  16 i s  a b e t t e r  f i g u r e  

of t h e  number of people who got  k i l l e d  o r  s e r i o u s l y  wounded 

i n  a mine f i e l d .  


A. Yes, sir. I remember tha t '  f a i r l y  v i v i d l y .  When 

t h e  Koreans moved o u t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of d i scuss ion  of what 

they l e f t  behind and t h e  number of mines they p u t  ou t  i n  

t h e  a r e a  and t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p inpo in t  them and t e l l  us  
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what was o u t  t h e r e .  I n  many ways people  were t r y i n g  t o  
f i g u r e  o u t  how t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e s e  and on one occas ion  when 
somebody was i n j u r e d  by a mine, w e  had some d i s c u s s i o n  about  
t h e  Koreans l e a v i n g  t h a t  s t u f f  around. 

Q I have h e r e  t h e  l o g  of  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
f o r  t h e  1 6 t h ,  ' E x h i b i t  M - 6 .  I ask  you if you are f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  t h i s .  I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  t o  you 
w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  i t e m  28, page 3 .  Did anybody e v e r  q u e s t i o n  
t h e s e  f i g u r e s ,  "69 VC K I A  as a r e s u l t  of  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
t h i s  morning1'? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
s a y i n g  anyth ing  t o  anybody myself .  I t h i n k  probably ,  a s  
I r ead  it now, I probably would have s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  t h a t  s u r e  
looks  funny t o  me." I t  sounded l i k e  somebody was count ing  
people  t w i c e  o r  something l i k e .  

Q. T h a t ' s  an  awful l o t  of people  t o  be k i l l e d  by
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  what I would have s a i d .  

Q. T h a t ' s  what you s a i d  t o  y o u r s e l f ?  

A. I imagine. I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  say  I r e c a l l .  

Q Do you know of  anybody doing any th ing  about t h i s ?  

A .  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q T o  f i n d  o u t ,  one,  i f  t h e y  were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  
t w o  i f  it w a s  69? 

A. No, sir.  I do n o t  know of  anyone checking on 
it. 

Q • Turning ove r  t o  page 9 you g e t  a wrap up, t h e  
same f i g u r e s  t h a t  were p re sen ted  a t  t h e  TOC b r i e f i n g .  Looking 
down a t  t h e  i t e m  9 4  on t h e  bottom of t h e  page ,  you s e e  i n  
t h e  f i f t h  l i n e  it s t a r t s  o u t  w i th  "Operat ion Muscatine".  
D i d n ' t  anybody e v e r  q u e s t i o n  t h i s  body count  and compare 
it t o  t h e  number of  weapons which were c a p t u r e d ,  128 ve r sus  
3? 

A .  No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  I probably would 
n o t  myse l f ,  t o  answer your q u e s t i o n .  I do  n o t  know, b u t  
I w a s  c o n s t a n t l y  amazed by t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  people  t o  
complete ly  p o l i c e  up eve ry th ing .  On s e v e r a l  engagements 
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t h a t  we go t  i n ,  noth ing  was l e f t  b u t  a whole l o t  of blood 
s t a i n s  on p ieces  o f  c lo th ing .  

Q Well, were those engagements where you k i l l e d  
l a r g e  numbers such as  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir. I c o u l d n ' t  r e p o r t  t h a t  we k i l l e d  t h a t  
number. I 'h say we had con tac t  with a f o r c e  b u t  I c a n ' t  
say t h a t  we k i l l e d  t h a t  many people,. 

Q I f  you k i l l e d  1 2 8  t h e r e  wouldn't  be many l e f t  t o  
car ry  away weapons and bodies  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r ,  unless  it was a l a r g e  fo rce .  

Q Did anybody ask them what fo rce  they w e r e  i n  
con tac t  wi th?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  sir.  

Q. Did you ever  hea r  i n  t h e  TOC and the  S3 shop t h a t  
one of the  a v i a t o r s  f l y i n g  i n  t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  day had 
repor ted ,  through channels ,  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some 
unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a l s o  
confronta t ions  between a v i a t i o n  personnel  and ground u n i t s  
on t h e  16th?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d  no t .  

Q s  Do you remember who your a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  was? 

A. I th ink  i t  was Colonel HOLLADAY a t  t h e  t ime, sir. 

Q- Did you ever  t a l k  wi th  him a t  a l l ?  

A. Not s i n c e  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. I mean whi le  you were t h e r e ,  d i d  you ever  t a l k  
t o  him? 

A. Yes, sir.  Q u i t e  o f t e n  I t a l k e d  t o  him. 

Q. Did he mention anything about t h a t  informat ion  
g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  command element? 

A. Not t o  me, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. 
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Q I become somewhat amazed a t  t h i s  G 3  s e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  because nobody seems t o  t a l k  t o  anybody, 
nobody r e a l l y  seems t o  know what i s  going o n ,  t o  t e l l  you 
t h e  t r u t h .  I might say  t h a t  you a r e  n o t  t h e  only  one.  I ' m  
j u s t  a l i t t l e  amazed t h a t  t h i s  s e c t i o n  could  be o p e r a t i n g  
i n  t h e  dark  a s  much as it was. Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  a c h a p l a i n  
having a  r e p o r t  which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was some unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  about t h e  middle of  March i n  My Lai  
o r  Son My? 

A. NO,  sir.  

(2. I have h e r e  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  d a t e d  24 March 
t h a t  has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  E x h i b i t  R-12. Would 
you look  a t  t h i s  and t e l l  me whether  you have s e e n  t h i s  
combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  f i r s t  page,  paragraph 
two, t h i s  covers  a p e r i o d  from 0900 t o  1915 on 23 February,  
d a y l i g h t  o f  one day ' s  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. No, s i r ,  I don' t r e c a l l  e v e r  r e a d i n g  t h i s .  
I can r e a l l y  f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  i f  I ' d  s een  t h i s  I would remember 
it because i t  says  t h i n g s  i n  h e r e  t h a t  would have been 
very  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  me, such as t h e  u se  o f  t h e  s w i f t b o a t s  
and what w e r e  t h e i r  f i r e s  and s o  f o r t h .  

Q-• How i s  it t h a t  you,  who probably  o rde red  t h i s  
r e p o r t  p repared  o r  which came i n t o  you,  t h a t  you d o n ' t  
g e t  t o  s e e  it i n  your  p o s i t i o n  a s  t h e  deputy? 

A .  There  w a s  a s e c t i o n ,  s i r ,  where w e  had t r a i n i n g ,  
d o c t r i n e  and l i t e r a t u r e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of the. e x a c t  
terminology.  I t  was run by an a r t i l l e r y  major who, a f t e r  
I g o t  up t h e r e ,  b rought  up t h e  s u b j e c t  of a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t s .  W e  r e a l l y  weren' t i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s  
i n  Vietnam i n  w r i t i n g  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  and t h a t ' s  
when w e  wrote  a document r e q u i r i n g  people  t o  submit  a f t e r  
a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d ,  s o  w e  
cou ld  make some s o r t  of a document. When t h e s e  came i n  
t hey  went t o  t h a t  shop t h e r e ,  s i r ,  and i f  he d i d  n o t  
b r i n g  it over--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Where was t h i s  shop? Was t h i s  
i n  t h e  G 3  shop? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t w a s .  

Q. You 're n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h e  u n i t  h i s t o r i a n  , 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  h i s t o r i a n ?  
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A. Well, a copy was supposed t o  go t o  them a l s o ,  
sir. 

Q. A t  t h a t  time who was t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. The unit h i s t o r i a n ,  s i r ?  

Q No, t h e  d o c t r i n e  and opera t ions  s e c t i o n ?  

A. I t  was a major who was l a t e r  promoted t o  l i e u t e n a n t  
colonel  whi le  I w a s  t h e r e ,  sir. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 
I know t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  

Q. I have h e r e  another  two-page document, Exh ib i t  
R-13 .  The f i r s t  page i s  app l i cab le .  I t  is  da ted  19 March 
1968, s u b j e c t :  "Combat Action Report ,  " t o  t h e  Commanding 
O f f i c e r ,  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade, from t h e  Headquarters,  
~ m e r i c a lDivis ion,  Would you look a t  t h a t  f r o n t  page 
and see  i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  with t h i s  memorandum? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I t l o o k s  f a m i l i a r t o m e .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  o rde r ing  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  combat 
a c t i o n  r e p o r t  t o  be prepared? 

A. I r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  two of them, s ir ,  What 
I d i d ,  I made up a l i s t  of those  ac t ions  which occurred 
wi th in  t h e  l a s t  6 months and took them t o  General RYDER. 
We were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  s t a r t e d .  I 
made a l i s t  of t h o s e  which I thought might have l e s sons  
learned  type information i n  them, and I took them t o  General 
RYDER. He added some and s t r u c k  some of them o u t .  I 
took t h a t  l i s t ,  publ ished it and I th ink  t h i s  i s  probably 
my piece  of paper. 

Q. This is one f o r  t h e  11 th  Brigade. I assume 
you put one o u t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  br igades?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Wouldn't you expect t o  s e e  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  a f t e r  
they came i n ,  i f  you put  t h i s  o u t ?  

A. I would check t o  make s u r e  they came i n .  I 
was personal ly  i n t e r e s t e d ,  s i r ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  
I had t h e  t i m e  t o  read  each one of them i n  d e t a i l  when 
they came i n ,  

Q. I have here  another  document which i s  a combat ac t ion  
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r e p o r t  da ted  2 8  March, Task Force Barker,  11 th  I n f a n t r y  
Brigade. T h i s  has been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  as  Exh ib i t  
R-2. I ask i f  you have seen t h i s  document. 

A. I t  reads  f a m i l i a r ,  sir. I b e l i e v e  I have 
seen t h i s .  

Q Can you th ink  of  any reason why you would 
see t h i s  and n o t  s e e  t h e  o t h e r  one? 

A .  No, sir. Probably both o f  them were made 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  me, s o  probably I j u s t  d i d n ' t  read t h e  o t h e r  
one. 

Q The copy t h a t  you read ,  would it have an i n c l o s u r e  
such as t h i s  one? 

A.  No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any i n c l o s u r e .  

Q This  of course would have been i n  over l ay
form . 
A. Yes, s i r ,  and perhaps then  it w a s  t h e r e  and 
I d i d n ' t  bo the r  t o  p u t  it on a map. 

Q- A s  t h e  deputy wi th in  t h e  G 3  shop would you
t e l l  me what your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was about r e p o r t i n g  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I know t h a t  General KOSTER p u t  g r e a t  emphasis 
on reducing o r  e l i m i n a t i n g  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  and use 
of d i sc r imina te  f i r e  and c o n t r o l  of f i r e .  For i n s t a n c e  
I b e l i e v e  Colonel KELLEY was working on a d i v i s i o n  SOP 
document t h a t  s p e l l e d  out  t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement. My 
understanding were c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  r epor ted  
t o  t h e  TOC which was t o  n o t i f y  G5 s o ' t h e y  could  look 
i n t o  an i n c i d e n t  o f  t h a t  type .  

Q Is t h e r e  any p l a c e  where it s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a i d  
t h a t  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  w i l l  be r epor ted  by t h e  f i e l d  
u n i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I c a n ' t  name a s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  
b u t  I know they  were r epor ted  p r i m a r i l y  i n t o  t h e  TOC. 
The ones t h a t  I r e c a l l  were a r t i l l e r y  problems. 

Q Suppose they were k i l l e d  by s m a l l  arms? 

A. They were supposed t o  be r e p o r t e d ,  sir.  

Q a Where i s  t h i s  s p e l l e d  o u t ?  Was t h i s  included 
i n  your d i v i s i o n  SOP? 
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A .  I can 'k  s t a t e  t h e  page, s i r ,  but  it should 
be under t h e  r u l e s  of engagement. 

Q. I have h e r e  t h e  SOP f o r  Task Force Oregon 
which i s  t h e  SOP under which t h e  Americal Divis ion  was 
opera t ing  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  your own 
SOP had no t  been f i n a l i z e d .  

A. That is c o r r e c t .  I was working on it about 
t h a t  time. 

Q - You w e r e  working on i t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Was KEUEY working on i t ?  

A. Yes, sir, t o  answer your ques t ions .  

Q. Who w a s  t h e  honcho of i t ?  

A. Colonel KELLEY was i n i t i a l l y ,  s i r ,  then  he 
moved over t o  t!!e c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e .  When he moved, 
he had farmed o u t  those  por t ions  w r i t t e n  by t h e  var ious  
s e c t i o n s .  I t  s a t  dormant f o r  a  while .  I guess you could 
say I r e s u r r e c t e d  it and asked f o r  a l l  of them t o  come 
i n ,  got  it typed and made arrangements t o  g e t  it p r i n t e d ,  
a f t e r  having it reviewed. 

Q - I r e f e r  t h i s  document t o  you, which i s  an e x t r a c t  
from it, which h a s  been en te red  i n t o  t h e  r e p o r t ,  and 
I ask f o r  you t o  f i n d  f o r  me any p lace  t h a t  r e f e r s  t o  
t h e  r epor t ing  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  Well, we w i l l  
hold on t h a t  f o r  a l i t t l e  while .  I t  may t a k e  you a l i t t l e  
while t o  do t h i s .  I a l s o  g ive  you a copy of t h e  Americal 
Divis ion SOP which was published on 15 Apr i l  1968. When 
we recess  we w i l l  g ive  you an opportuni ty t o  s i t  down 
and study t h i s  document and s e e  i f  you can f i n d  any p lace  
t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  recording of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  

A .  Yes, sir. 

RCDR : The "America1 Divis ion Combat SOP" da ted  15 
Apr i l  1968 i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record and marked as  Exh ib i t  
M-106. 

10: I have here  Exh ib i t  D-5, Headquarters America1 
Divis ion ,  Regulation 525-4 da ted  1 6  March, s u b j e c t : "Combat 
Act ions,  Rules of Engagement. " Is t h i s  t h e  document you were 
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r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h a t  Lieutenat  Colonel KELLEY was prepar ing  
f o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q- We do recognize t h e  main t h r u s t  of t h i s  document 
was t o  prevent  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  
t o  p r o t e c t  human l i f e ,  and t o  have proper  handl ing of 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and o t h e r  forms of ordnance. We a l s o  know 
t h a t  t h i s  gave no i n d i c a t i o n  of r e p o r t i n g  any c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s .  I have here  Exhibi t  M-9 da ted  24  March, 
s u b j e c t  : "Safeguarding of Noncombatants, " t o  a l l  commanders, 
Headquarters,  America1 Divis ion ,  over  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of 
General KOSTER. This appears t o  be a very f i n e  document 
which r e f e r s  back t o  t h e  525-4 which you have, which 
was j u s t  publ ished about 8 days p r i o r  t o  t h i s .  Do you 
know anything t h a t  might have prompted the issuance of 
such a l e t t e r ?  

A. A t  t h e  t ime,  s i r ,  I seem t o  r e c a l l  some correspondence 
from General ABRAMS o r  General WESTMORJ3LANDI i n  r e fe rence  
t o  t h e  NVA, VC s e i z i n g  con t ro l  of v i l l a g e s  and then  causing 
American fo rces  t o  go a f t e r  them, thereby a l i e n a t i n g  
t h e  populace. I was under t h e  impression t h i s  was generated 
probably by T e t  and those as soc ia ted  problems I understood 
they had i n  Saigon. 

Q- Well, t h i s  wouldn't  be unusual. I f  you r e c a l l  
General WESTMORELAND was con t inua l ly  harp ing  on t h e  s u b j e c t  
as was General ABRAMS, as  was probably t h e  corps commander, 
General CUSHMAN. So t h i s  would no t  be an unusual occurrance.  
I ' m  t h ink ing  i f  t h e r e  was anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a s i d e  
from t h a t  which may have p r e c i p i t a t e d  t h e  p repara t ion  
of such memorandum. I t  i s  n o t  a memorandum. Actual ly  
it could be taken  as  a command l e t t e r .  

A .  Yes, s i r .  No, s i r ,  I know of no i n c i d e n t s .  

I j u s t  thought t h a t  t h i s  was a p e r i o d i c  command emphasis 

from t h e  h igher  headquarters  t o  r e f r e s h  everybody's memory, 

t o  make su re  t h a t  everybody was aware, a t  a l l  echelons ,  

t o  minimize c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  t o  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e  

t h e  e f f o r t  on p a c i f i c a t i o n  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  w h a t l i t  was 

when I f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e .  The a r e a  was much more h o s t i l e  

than  it was a t  t h i s  t ime. 


Q. A t  t h i s  time? 

A. Yes, s ir .  There was a l o t  more a c t i v i t y  when 
I f i r s t  got  t o  Task Force Oregon as  f a r  a s  VC and NVA 
i s  concerned than  t h e r e  was a t  about t h i s  time i n  March 
1968. 
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Q- I t h i n k  you would have a ha rd  t i m e  convinc ing
people  i n  Quang N g a i  C i t y  about t h a t .  

A. That  is c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  ' 

a r e a  where I o p e r a t e d  and i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Chu L a i .  

Q- Had everybody completely r e s e t t l e d  back a t  
t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q- Were a11 t h e  people  pushed back o u t  i n  t h e  
Chu La i  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r ,  i n  t h e  Chu L a i  a r e a ,  b a s i c a l l y  so, 
b u t  n o t  around Quang Ngai. I t  took a long  t i m e .  

Q W e  have p r e t t y  f i r m  i n d i c a t i o n s .  I '11 show 
you one e n t r y  i n  the l o g ,  t h a t  people  knew t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  
were k i l l e d .  Some o f  it was i n d i r e c t l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  d i v i s i o n  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, f i v e ,  s i x ,  seven o r  e i t h .  Numbers 
of t h i s  amount. L a t e r  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  one of  t h e  u n i t s  
r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e y  had 1 0  o r  11 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  This  
is no t  t o o  l e g i b l e ,  b u t  i f  you look a t  i t e m  39, ( E x h i b i t  
M-16) a t  t h e  bottom of  t h e  page y o u ' l l  s e e  where Task 
Force Barker has  e n t e r e d  i n t o  i t ' s  l o g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
Bravo Company i s  r e p o r t i n g  no c i v i l i a n s  K I A .  C h a r l i e  
Company r e p o r t s  10 t o  11 women o r  c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d  
e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships .  You ' l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  
prev ious  page t h a t  t h i s  was a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t o  b r igade .  
We f i n d  no i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h i s  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  log .  W e  
f i n d  no i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h i s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  l o g .  Can you 
g i v e  me any e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h i s ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  e x p l a i n  why it i s  n o t  i n  
t h e  b r igade  log .  

Q. Another t h i n g  t h a t '  s b o t h e r i n g  m e ,  above and 
beyond t h i s ,  i s  the f a c t  t h a t  some people  i n  d i v i s i o n  
headqua r t e r s  knew t h a t  a t  l e a s t  20 o r  30 c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d .  These i n d i v i d u a l s  a l s o  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  
s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  n i g h t  i n  which f i g u r e s  such a s  1 2 8  
K I A ,  2 U . S .  K I A ,  3 weapons cap tu red .  No p o i n t  was r a i s e d  
t h a t  20  o r  30 c i v i l i a n s  'were k i l l e d ?  

(Witness g ives  n e g a t i v e  response.  ) 

A l l  r i g h t ,  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  b o t h e r s  m e  o r  t h a t  
I wonder about is  whether  o r  n o t  t h i s  w a s  a normal o r  
unusual  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  Not on ly  w i t h i n  
t h e  11 th  Brigade or Task Force Barker ,  b u t  i s  t h i s  a t y p i c a l  
o p e r a t i o n  c r  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  this  d i v i s i o n ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it w a s .  I t h i n k ,  
and from your  o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e  on ly  way I can e x p l a i n  
what y o u ' r e  a l l u d i n g  t o  i s  t h e  command s t r u c t u r e  and 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  General  KOSTER s p e n t  p e r s o n a l l y  a g r e a t  
d e a l  of  t i m e  o u t  w i t h  each b r i g a d e ,  t a l k i n g  t o  each o f  
t h e  b r i g a d e  commanders. H e  normally knew even be fo re  
he  g o t  back t o  t h e  evening  b r i e f i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  
b r i e f e r  was going t o  s ay .  A s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  i n  many 
i n s t a n c e s  he  would update t h e  b r i e f e r s ,  so t o  speak ,  
on what a c t u a l l y  happened. The b r i e f i n g  w a s  n o t  conducted 
s o l e y  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  even though something might come 
up t h a t  he  h a d n ' t  heard  about  t h a t  i t  would be  neces sa ry  
f o r  him t o  look i n t o  it, b u t  it w a s  conducted p r i m a r i l y  
f o r  t h e  members o f  h i s  s t a f f ,  s o  t hey  would have an i d e a  
of what t h e  d i v i s i o n ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  were t h a t  day and what 
was going t o  happen t h e  n e x t  day.  From my d i s c u s s i o n s  
w i t h  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  and how t h e i r  d i v i s i o n s  ope ra t ed ,  
we d i d n ' t  i s s u e  o r d e r s  t o  b r i g a d e  through the o p e r a t i o n s  
c e n t e r .  General  KOSTER o r  one of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  
commanders d i d ,  and w e  very  o f t e n  found o u t  about  it 
second hand through o u r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  
b r i g a d e  S 3 ' s .  W e  had t o  keep on o u r  t o e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  
keep t r a c k  of  what was going on, s o  i f  somebody asked 
us a q u e s t i o n  from ano the r  u n i t  o r  a s u p p o r t i n g  u n i t  
w e  cou ld  g i v e  them an i n t e l l i g e n t  answer. 

Q. W e l l ,  you d i d  i s s u e  some o r d e r s  t o  b r i g a d e ,  
broad i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  You wou ldn ' t  cove r  day-to-day o p e r a t i o n s ,  
b u t  I ' m  s u r e  I could  go through h e r e  and i n d i c a t e  t h e  
assignment of  A O ' s ,  t h e  assignment of  miss ions , '  t a s k s  
and s o  f o r t h  t o  t h e  b r igade .  They o p e r a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
c o n t e x t  of such a d i r e c t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  A 0  changed. 

A. Unless we had t o  move a u n i t  o u t  o r  some heavy 
c o n t a c t  o c c u r r e d  i n  ano the r  a r e a ,  t h o s e  A 0 8 s  s t a y e d  f a i r l y  
s t a b l e .  The day-to-day a c t i v i t y  i s  what I ' m  a c t u a l l y  
r e f e r r i n g  t o .  When anyth ing  was go ing  t o  o c c u r ,  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  o r d e r  a c t u a l l y  w a s  an a f t e r - t h e - f a c t  p i e c e  
of  paper  t h a t  would i n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  loose ends were 
t acked  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h o s e  people  who would n o t  be p r i v y  
t o  what was going on s o  they  cou ld  p i c k  up t h o s e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  t h e y  had t o  know about.  For  i n s t a n c e ,  s i g n a l  m a t t e r s  
and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  One of  t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  would 
coo rd ina t e  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander and t a l k  
t o  him about  it and come up wi th  what he wanted t o  do. 
W e  would g e t  c a l l e d  i n  and asked f o r  our  o p i n i o n  on what 
t h e y  shou ld  do  o r  Colonel  BALMER would, and  whatever it 
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involved. We would f i n d  o u t  many t i m e s  t h a t  it a l ready  
had been decided. 

Q. This is n o t  any d i f f e r e n t  than t h e  o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s 1  
funct ion .  

A. This  is why i t  appears t h a t  we d o n ' t  know 
what i s  going on. 

Q. This is t h e  reason why you have t h e s e  s t a f f  
b r i e f i n g s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  commanding genera l  can t e l l  t h e  
s t a f f  what he h a s  t o l d  these  people t o  do,  s o  t h a t  you 
know what t o  expect .  I d o n ' t  mean t h a t  everyday he goes 
over  every s i n g l e  t h i n g ,  because he d o e s n ' t  ope ra te  t h a t  
way, b u t  when he  g i v e s  a change of guidance and s o  
f o r t h .  "I want you t o  do t h i s , "  then t h i s  i s  what he  
should b r i n g  o u t ,  Did you have any knowledge of any 
Vie t  Cong propaganda which was o r i e n t e d  toward t h i s  
a r e a  i n d i c a t i n g  that something unusual may have taken 
p l a c e ,  any kind of propaganda, l e a f  l e t s ,  s logans ,  broadcas ts ,  
arm bands, p o s t e r s ?  

A. I r e c a l l  no s p e c i f i c  propaganda concerning 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  I had heard,  a s  a genera l  t h i n g ,  
t h a t  they d i d  t h a t  type of t h i n g ,  when I was i n  a u n i t .  
I was informed once by t h e  S2 t h a t  t h e  Vie t  Cong had 
made a s ta tement  on an opera t ion ,  t h a t  we had k i l l e d  
innocent  people and t h a t  type  of th ing .  Since I was i n  
t h e r e ,  I know it w a s n ' t  t r u e  and I accepted t h i s  as a 
propaganda device  t h a t  they used whenever we went i n t o  
a p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  s o  I r e a l l y  know of no s p e c i f i c  r e fe rence  
t o  t h i s  a rea .  

Q - I have h e r e  a p iece  of  Vie t  Cong propaganda 
which came o u t  i n  b roadcas t  form. I t  was i n t e r c e p t e d  
and t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Engl ish ,  a copy of which was provided 
t o  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  The f i r s t  page of t h i s  document, 
an i n c l o s u r e  t o  E x h i b i t  R - 1  i s  r a t h e r  bland,  r a t h e r  t y p i c a l  
communist d ia logue ,  s o  t o  speak, bu t  t h e  second page 
becomes a l i t t l e  more poin ted  with r e spec t  t o  t h e  t a r g e t s  
and t h e  theme. 

A. No, sir,  I haven ' t  seen t h i s .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  t h i s  i n  d i v i s i o n  headquarters?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q- Now, I would ask you t o  come back one a d d i t i o n a l  
page and I would ask i f  you have e v e r  seen  t h a t  s ta tement? 

No, sir. I haven ' t .  
... 

Q - I would ask you t o  t u r n  back t o  t h e  f r o n t  
of t h e  document and ask i f  you have seen t h i s  document 
da ted  2 4  A p r i l ,  which i s  t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
which was e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record a s  R-1. .' 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  it. 

Q. You might look t o  t h e  next  page. Of course ,  

you won't  s e e  t h e  t r u e  copy. 


A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  reading t h i s  document, sir.  

Q- You' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  l a s t  s ta tement  though, 
it almost t i e s  i n  with what you t o l d  me a l i t t l e  while  
ago. You g e t  t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  page, "Such a l l e g a t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  U.S. fo rces  i s  a common technique of  t h e  VC propaganda 
machine." Was t h e r e  anybody i n  headquar ters  who looked 
a t  and t r i e d  t o  analyze VC propaganda? 

A. I b e l i e v e  the  PSYOP people d i d ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  

have any f i r s t  hand knowledge of t h i s ,  once it was rece ived  

t h e r e .  


Q - Refer r ing  t o  Colonel HOLTOM and h i s  group? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name HOLTOM, sir. 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him. There was a Colonel 

ANISTRANSKI who was a G 5 .  Then they had a l i t t l e  PSYOP 

s e c t i o n  and, I t ake  i t  back, he was a major then.  


Q - With a  B r i t i s h  accent .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Did you e v e r  have any d i scuss ion  wi th  o t h e r  
people i n  t h e  G 3  shop, with Colonel ANISTRANSKI o r  HOLTOM, 
wi th  Colonel TREXLER o r  any of  h i s  people,  with Colonel 
QUALLS, wi th  Colonel PARSON o r  with Major-BEASLEY o r  anybody 
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i n  t h e  command s e c t i o n ,  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  some people  
had been k i l l e d  by Task Force Barker  and it was b e i n g  
i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  about  t h a t  
now. I mentioned more t h a n  a few people .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I recognize  t h a t .  I can h o n e s t l y  
s ay  i f  any th ing  w a s  mentioned it was l i k e  a conve r sa t ion  
p i e c e  o f  i n fo rma t ion .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  I used t o  w a i t  t o  
hand documents t o  t h e  G 3  a s  t hey  went t o  t h e  evening  
b r i e f i n g .  They might  have s a i d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  
"Did you h e a r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  something?" 
I r e c a l l  no s p e c i f i c  s t a t emen t  concerning t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
down t h e r e ,  concern ing  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f  something 
w a s  s a i d  t o  me, I i n t e r p r e t e d  i t  only  a s  a m a t t e r  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  
f o r  my g e n e r a l  i n fo rma t ion ,  j u s t  from one person  t a l k i n g  
t o  another ,  

Q *  One of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a l s o  has  bo the red  m e  
a little b i t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  maybe t h e r e ' s  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
d i f f i c u l t y ,  b u t  it seems t o  m e  t h a t  people  d i d n '  t want 
t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  sor t  o f  t h i n g .  "Don' t  want t o  g e t  any 
rumors s t a r t i n g  around h e r e ,  any w i l d  l o o s e  t a l k i n g ,  s o  
l e t ' s  n o t  be  p a s s i n g  any of t h i s  s t u f f  on ."  So everybody 
clams up* 

A. Do you mean t h a t  i f  an i n c i d e n t  occu r red  nobody 
would t a l k  about  it. 

Q- T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  because t h e r e  seemed t o  be  an 
unwr i t t en  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  t h a t  you 
d o n ' t  t a l k -  about  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  you don' t g e t  rumors s t a r t e d  
and pas s  t h e s e  t h i n g s  on ,  l e t  them grow o r  magnify. J u s t  
keep q u i e t  about  it. 

A. I ag ree  w i t h  you, s i r ,  t h a t  you s h o u l d n ' t  go 
around t a l k i n g  rumors, b u t  n o t  t o  keep q u i e t  about  i t  
i n  an o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y ,  n o t  t o  go around and j u s t  s a y  
d o n ' t  d i s c u s s  t h i s .  Don' t  go around and t a l k  t o  someone 
who has  no connec t ion  w i t h  it. I had no reason t o  t a l k  
t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  o f f i c e r  o r  AG concerning t h i s .  
I f  I knew of an i n c i d e n t  I would e i t h e r  t a l k  t o  t h e  G 2  
o r  t h e  G 5  i n  an o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y  b u t  n o t  a s  a matter 
of  conve r sa t ion .  Mainly because i t  would t u r n  i n t o  a 
rumor o r  an a l l e g a t i o n  which t h e n  had n o t  been proved.  
No m a t t e r  where it wound up, i f  t hey  d i d n ' t  t h e n  g e t  
t h e  end r e s u l t  o f  whatever  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t u r n e d  o u t ,  
you would have some p r e t t y  damaging morale problems,  l i k e  
people  do ing  t h i n g s  t h e y  shouldn 't. 
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Q It a l l  seems w e l l  and good now b u t  was th .e re  
any q u e s t i o n  when you h i t  one of t h e s e  th ings  on how 
t o  g e t  t h e m  i n t o  t h e  cormand group and g e t  t h e m  i n t o  
t h e  proper  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  channels  s o  they would g e t  looked 
i n t o .  

A .  My own unders tanding,  s i r ,  is  when I had something 
l i k e  t h i s ,  I would i n s u r e  t h e  G 5  knew about  it. 

Q Suppose w e  g e t  down t o  k i l l i n g  women and c h i l d r e n ,  
f o r  example. No ma t t e r  how you look a t  it, I d o n ' t  c a r e  
how they w e r e  k i l l e d ,  whether t hey  w e r e  caught  i n  a c r o s s f i r e ,  
whether they were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  o r  i f  t hey  w e r e  
k i l l e d  by gunships ,  o r  however they were k i l l e d ;  w i t h i n  
t h e  guidance t h a t  was pu t  o u t  by MACV, is  t h i s  n o t  cause 
f o r  somebody t o  i n i t i a t e  some k ind  of a r e p o r t ?  

A .  That is  c o r r e c t ,  s ir ,  a Se r ious  I n c i d e n t  
Report  . 
Q O r  an  a r t i l l e r y  r e p o r t  i n  accordance w i t h  
MACV 20-4. These a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  b o t h e r i n g  us .  
Why t h e s e  t h i n g s  don 't happen, why they  didn ' t happen. 
W e  know what g o t  t o  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s .  I know t h a t  
and I know i t  very w e l l ,  bu t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  
why t h e  l i d  was pu t  on o r  how t h e  l i d  go t  p u t  on it. 
H o w  you d i d n ' t  know, f o r  example, t h a t  20 o r  30 women 
were k i l l e d ,  and you were i n  a key p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  I would s a y ,  through my d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e  ones I knew were more concerned i n  t h e  
t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a n  I was. The reason  t h a t  Colonel 
BALMER brought  me up t o  d i v i s i o n  w a s  t h a t  he  had a l o t  
of paper  work and a l o t  of coord ina t ion  and a l o t  o f  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  work t h a t  took away h i s  t i m e  t h a t  h e  needed 
f o r  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  That was t h e  reason  why he 
asked m e  t o  come. 

Q I recognize  you had your problems. 

No, sir. I d i d n ' t  mean t h a t .  

Q. I recognize  t h a t ,  even i f  you had a complete 
d i v i s i o n  s t a f f ,  y o u ' r e  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  more t h a n  a d i v i s i o n .  
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An ordinary  d i v i s i o n  has  16,000 maybe 17,000 b u t  you ' re  
opera t ing  with a s t r e n g t h  of around 23,000 sometimes 
up t o  25,000. This  i s  p r e t t y  damn hard t o  superimpose 
t h a t  upon a TO&E d i v i s i o n  s t a f f ,  which i s  a l ready s t r e t c h e d  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I recognize those  t h i n g s ,  and I a l s o  recognize 
t h a t  you ' re  i n  t h e  middle of  a t r a n s i t i o n  from a s e p a r a t e  
br igade opera t ion ,  which you had i n  t h e  Task Force Oregon, 
i n t o  something e l s e  t h a t  had come out  i n  t h e  ROAD concept a 
l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  b u t  it d o e s n ' t  exp la in  a l o t  of t h e  o t h e r  
th ings  t h a t  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel SAINT, during your per iod  a t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  could you p l a c e  f o r  us where Colonel KELLEY 
had h i s  desk? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  i n i t i a l l y  when I f i r s t  r epor ted  
i n ,  s i r ,  he w a s  t h e  deputy G3. I guess you ' re  f a m i l i a r  
with t h e  hootch. Colonel BALMER had h i s  desk on one s i d e  
of a l i t t l e  w a l l  and t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  window and Colonel 
KELLY was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  wa l l .  When I f i r s t  
came i n ,  Colonel BALMER had me s i t t i n g  a t  a t a b l e  i n  
h i s  o f f i c e ,  i n  t h e  G3 o f f i c e .  I s tayed t h e r e  u n t i l  he 
moved over  t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e ,  and then  
he had a desk nex t  t o  Major BEASLY. Is t h a t  what you ' re  
r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

Q. Y e s .  He had h i s  desk i n  t h e  same o f f i c e  a s  
Major BEASLY, 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

I n  t h a t  c c r n e r  o f f i c e ?  

A. A s  you came i n  t h e  door it was on t h e  r i g h t ,  
and t h e r e  was a room where Major BEASLEY was, and t h e r e  
was a desk r i g h t  nex t  t o  him. 

Q. Then you walked from Major BEASLEY's o f f i c e  
i n t o  t h e  ch ie f  o f  s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e .  

A. Through a l i t t l e  c o r r i d o r ,  yes ,  sir.  
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Q. Then from t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  i n t o  t h e  
commanding g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- And from t h e  time Colonel Kelly went over  t o  t h e  
headquar ters  bu i ld ing ,  he was always i n  Major BEASLEY1s o f -
f i c e ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, sir. I would say 
everytime I went over  t h e r e  h i s  desk was t h e r e .  I know they 
had given him s e v e r a l  p r o j e c t s ,  s o  he wasn ' t  t h e r e  very o f t e n  
when I went i n ,  b u t  h i s  desk was t h e r e .  

Q- Was t h e r e  anybody e l s e  i n  t h a t  room t h a t  you re-
c a l l ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Do you remember f o r  a b r i e f  pe r iod ,  Lieutenant  
DICKENS being i n  t h a t  o f f i c e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I would have t o  ag ree ,  he was. They 
made him s o r t  of l i k e  a p ro toca l  o f f i c e r ,  an a s s i s t a n t .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him e v e r  having a desk, bu t  he may have, sir.  

Q. Did you a t t e n d  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. No, I d i d  no t .  

Q Did your TOC monitor any a v i a t i o n  ne t?  

A. No, sir.  On occas ions ,  when t h e r e  was a l a r g e  
a c t i o n  going on, t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  brought  a r a d i o  i n  be-
cause of t h e  te lephone problem and I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know what 
n e t  he monitered b u t  it was on a sporad ic ,  s p e c i a l  ins t ance  
b a s i s .  

Q- And who i s  t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  t h a t  brought i t  
i n ?  

A. Colonel HOLLADAY, sir.  

Q. And who was h i s  a s s i s t a n t ?  
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A. He had s e v e r a l  of them, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
s p e c i f i c  names, sir, b u t  I remember t h e  f aces .  I th ink  
t h e r e  were two o r  t h r e e .  - One of them I know was removed 
because he w a s n ' t  g e t t i n g  along w e l l  i n  t h e  TOC wi th  
t h e  a v i a t i o n  problems. 

Q- Did you ever  hea r  from t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  
o r  d i s c u s s  i n  the TOC t h e  r e p o r t  of a  p i l o t  i n  a  d i s p u t e  
with ground f o r c e s  and whether t h e r e  was a  command d i r e c t i o n  
given over  t h e  a i r  t o  look i n t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Does 
t h a t  r i n g  a  b e l l  w i t h  you? 

A. No, sir, n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  The reason I say 
t h a t  f o r  ins t ance ,  i n  my review of t h e  log ,  on one occasion 
I remember see ing  a r e p o r t  which had been rece ived  by 
t h e  G5 which had come i n t o  t h e  TOC. I t  had been p u t  
i n t o  t h e  log  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese had s a i d  an a i r c r a f t  
had sho t  a t  them o u t  northwest of Chu Lai .  There were 
those  kinds of  i n s t a n c e s .  I remember saying  something 
t o  t h e  G 3  o r  G5, "You know t h i s  happened?" o r  t o  Colonel 
HOLLADAY t o  make s u r e  he knew of  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. How about  a s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
more s e r i o u s  t h a n  t h a t ?  Colonel HOLLADAY knew about 
it and you ' r e  sugges t ing  t h a t  he d i d  no t  sha re  wi th  you 
t h a t  t h e  gunners of an aero-scout s h i p  turned  t h e i r  
guns on American t roops .  This  went over  t h e  broadcas t  
n e t  and t h e  commander g o t  on t h e  a i r  and asked t o  have 
t h e  th ing  looked i n t o .  "What's t h i s  a l l  about?" H e  
never spoke t o  you about t h i s ?  

A. I d o n w t  r e c a l l  him speaking t o  me, sir. H i s  
a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  me r e a l l y  d i d  n o t  r equ i re  t h a t  he say 
anything t o  m e .  H e  worked d i r e c t l y  with t h e  G 3  o r  t h e  
genera l  and anytime he t o l d  me anything it was t o  pass  
it on t o  t h e  G3. I n  o t h e r  words, it was n o t  f o r  my 
coordina t ing  information.  

Q- But w a s n ' t  t h i s  t h e  k ind  of t h i n g  t h a t  r equ i red  
s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

a - And someone i n  your p o s i t i o n  on opera t ions  
being ignoran t  o f  t h i s ,  I j u s t  f i n d  very hard t o  understand. 

A. I t h i n k  i n  a  measure of explanat ion  of how 
something l i k e  t h i s  could happen, sir.  Number one, I was i n  a 
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d i f f e r e n t  p lace  i n  t h e  TOC and f o r  me t o  g e t  information on 
what was going on a s  f a r  a s  t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ions  were 
concerned, would be f o r  them t o  b r i n g  it t o  me o r ,  which 
I d i d  about twice a day, go i n t o  t h e  TOC and s i t  down 
and l i s t e n  t o  what was going on. 

Q - Did you a t  a l a t e r  t ime ever  h e a r  t h i s  mat ter  
be ing  discussed? Did you e v e r  hea r  any rumors of i t  
around Chu Lai?  

A. Do you mean d i d  I eve r  hea r  any rumors about 
an American h e l i c o p t e r  gunner tu rn ing  h i s  guns on t h e  
American t roops?  

Q. Correc t .  

A. No, sir. 

Q - And t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  shoot  unless  t h e  ground
forces  abs ta ined  from f i r i n g ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Did t h e r e  appear t o  be, from time t o  t ime,  a d i s -
p o s i t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  c u t  back on r e p o r t s  t o  
h igher  commands t h a t  r e f l e c t e d  unfavorably upon d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, sir. To my knowledge, we r e p o r t e d  everyth ing .  
I know of  some very unfavorable i n c i d e n t s  which we repor ted .  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  a s i t u a t i o n  which involved t h e  re-
l i e f  of. .s p e c i a l  fo rces?  

A. Do you mean Kham Duc, s i r ?  

Q - Yes. 

A. Yes, sir.  I r e c a l l  t h a t  very w e l l .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was being
made about t h a t  event?  

A. I d o n ' t  know of a s p e c i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  sir. I 
know t h a t  General ABRAMS wrote General KOSTER a l e t t e r  and 

(SAINT) APP. . T-288 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY . . 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

General GALLOWAY r e p l i e d  t o  it concerning t h e  l o s s  of equip-
ment. I know t h e y  got  t o g e t h e r  a s p e c i a l  l i t t l e  team t o  w r i t e  
an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  The 
10was i n  charge of it and w e  had t o  f u r n i s h  v a r i e d  documents 
and informat ion .  I know of no t e c h n i c a l ,  r e g u l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
a s  such. 

I0 : I might  say t h i s  is q u i t e  a b i t  d i f f e r e n t  , 

too .  I '11 go into t h e  d e t a i l s  of Kham Duc wi th  you 
because I happen to know Kham Duc very w e l l .  

MR MACCRATE: I have noth ing  f u r t h e r .  

I0 : Colonel  SAINT, I have one more q u e s t i o n  b e f o r e  
we r ecess  he re .  We know t h a t  some peogle from t h e  G 3  
shop, p o s s i b l y  the  G2 shop,  would p e r i o d i c a l l y  b r i e f  
t h e  people i n  yo- a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  t o  b r i n g  them up 
t o  d a t e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  would know about t h e  enemy a r t i l l e r y  
and t h e  a i r c r a f t  f i r e  on t h a t  ope ra t ion .  Also,  t hey  
w e r e  p a r t  of your  team. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q One s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  I know o f ,  where t h e  people  
w e r e  i n  t h e  p rocess  of b r i e f i n g  t h e  aero-scout  company 
i n  t h e  messha l l ,  and I d o n ' t  know who it was from t h e  
G2 shop and G 3  shop t h a t  w e r e  t h e r e .  They commented 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  1 6 t h  t h a t  
w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  128 VC were k i l l e d .  This  is  promptly 
broken up a t  t h i s  p o i n t  by people  i n  t h e  audience by 
j u s t  laughing an hoo t ing  and say ing ,  "Tha t ' s  a bunch 
of s t u f f .  A l o t  of women and c h i l d r e n . "  A t  t h a t  p o i n t  
t h e  u n i t  commander got  up and s a i d  "All  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  s t o p  
a l l  this .  J u s t  c a l m  down. This i s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  " 
Did you eve r  h e a r  a s t o r y  l i k e  t h a t ?  Did anybody e v e r  
come back t o  you and t e l l  you about t h a t ?  

A .  No, s ir .  A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  when you mentioned 
b r i e f i n g  t h e  a v i a t i o n  I thought you were t a l k i n g  about 
w i t h i n  t h e  TOC. You mentioned t h e  aero-scout company 
which was a new o r g a n i z a t i o n  c r e a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
a s s e t s .  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  somebody had gone down and 
b r i e f e d  them, sir. 

COL ARMSTRONG: When t h e  G 3  j ou rna l  w a s  p repared ,  I unders tand 
t h a t  it was f i r s t  p repared  i n  p e n c i l  copy, t hen  i t  was 
subsequent ly  typed  up. Then it was checked by Captain 
BENNET o r  whoever t h e  TOC duty o f f i c e r  might be. Do you 
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know of any e d i t o r i a l i z i n g  o r  t r a n s c r i b i n g ?  Did anybody 
e v e r  e d i t  t h a t  th ing?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  

Q When I mean "ed i tn - -

A. ( In terpos ing)  You mean t a k e  something ou t?  
Absolutely n o t ,  s i r ,  not  t o  my knowledge. I know of 
no i n s t a n c e s .  Had I known of an i n s t a n c e  t h a t  they  took 
something o u t ,  s i n c e  t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  only  o f f i c i a l  
record ,  I would e i t h e r  have it put  back i n  o r  we would 
have a d i scuss ion  with somebody e l s e  about t h a t  type  
th ing .  

10: I g ive  you t h i s  oppor tun i ty ,  Colonel SAINT, 
t o  ask any ques t ions  t h a t  you may l i k e  t o  ask o r  i f  you 
would l i k e  t o  make a s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record .  

A. There a r e  only two t h i n g s  which I would j u s t  
l i k e  t o  amplify.  One of them i s  my pe r sona l  knowledge 
of the  concern of General KOSTER f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  of c i v i l i a n s ,  
and I know t h a t  he con t inua l ly  emphasized t h i s  whenever 
I was around i n  h i s  d i scuss ions .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t  
t h e  f i r i n g  of a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ions  f o r  a s s a u l t s  was 
l i m i t e d  unless  you have information t h a t  it was going 
t o  be a h o t  LZ. You were n o t  permi t ted  t o  do it. This 
type  of t h i n g  was objec ted  t o  i n  d i v i s i o n  and met w i t h  
some concern by the  lower commanders. I f  you had a l i f t  
going i n  and a l l  of a sudden it turned h o t ,  it would 
be t o o  l a t e  t o  do anything about it, bu t  if it was imposed 
it turned o u t  t h a t  it was a11 r i g h t .  I know of an i n s t a n c e  
which had occurred t h a t  I would say was the only i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  I knew of  f i r s t  hand. I read  some t y p e  of a r e p o r t  
of a rape  o r  a murder of Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s .  The f a c t  
f l abbergas ted  me when I read it. I know the genera l  ordered 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and I knew it was conducted. 

Q Which genera l  ordered i t ?  

A .  General KOSTER ordered  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. When was t h i s ?  

A .  This was while  I was t h e  deputy G 3 ,  s ir .  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q- What month? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. I know t h e  i n c i d e n t .  
I guess it was about  March o r  A p r i l ,  sir.  About A p r i l  
or  May. 

Q- I t  might  have been May o r  June? 

A. I t  was n o t  too  long before  I l e f t .  I thought 
they  might p u t  m e  on  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  because I was 
s o r t  of coming to '  t h e  end o f  my tour .  

Q - We know about t h i s .  This took p l a c e  i n  June, 
s o  t h a t ' s  t h e . r e a s o n  I was asking;  By t h a t  time General 
KOSTER was gone. -. . . 

A. The i n c i d e n t  I ' m  t h ink ing  o f ,  sir,  I ' m  f a i r l y  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  General  KOSTER was t h e r e ,  because I remember 
Colonel PARSON o r  Colonel ROSE was t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  
A t  l e a s t  I thought  i t  was General KOSTER. 

0 

Q - I t ' s  so c l o s e  between General KOSTER and General 
YOUNG. Do you know of any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  of t h i s  p o l i c y  
of p r o t e c t i n g  noncombatants o r  c i v i l i a n s ,  where t h e r e  
was any d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  imposed f o r  people doing 
t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  except  i n  t h e  case of an a r t i l l e r y  
i n c i d e n t ?  I know t h a t  happens. I ' v e  seen o t h e r  r e p o r t s  
from General YOUNG and Colonel JONES who succeeded him. 
I ' m  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h o s e .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
where women o r  c h i l d r e n  o r  innocent  noncombatants w e r e  
k i l l e d  o r  wounded? 

A. No, sir.  I don ' t .  Not from my own experience 
a t  t h e  squadron l e v e l ,  

Q - Well, you s e e ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  becomes 
very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me. I can read these  p o l i c i e s  and 
can understand t h a t  General KOSTER d i d  t a l k  about t h i s ,  
b u t  I a l s o  know f o r  example ths t  when you t a l k  about 
an a r t i l l e r y  prep,  t h i s  a r t i l l e r y  prep was planned t o  
go r i g h t  on t h e  v i l l a g e .  YOU a l s o  had a  po l i cy  concerning 
burning o r  d e s t r o y i n g  houses. This i s  ev iden t  i n  your 
SOP. To show you how completely uninformed your d i v i s i o n  
headquarters  was, i n  t h e  process  of t h i s  3-day opera t ion  
6 v i l l a g e s  were burned t o  t h e  ground. I f i n d  no en t rance  
of  i t  i n  t h e  log.  This  i s  t h e  k ind  of t h i n g  I ' m  g e t t i n g  
a t .  
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A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  .. 

Q- So p o l i c y  i s  one t h i n g  and enforcement of po l i cy
i s  q u i t e  another  one. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- And t h a t ' s  t h e  problem I 'm faced wi th .  

A. - Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- From t h e  l i n e  of our  ques t ion ing  he re ,  Colonel 
SAINT, you may poss ib ly  have some r e c o l l e c t i o n  of some 
th ings  t h a t  were s a i d  t h a t  would come t o  mind. I f  you 
do, we would l i k e  t o  hea r  about it. Also, i f  you can 
th ink  of 'any documents, and a s  you can see  t h i s  i s  only 
a s m a l l  sampling of  what we have, b u t  i f  you can th ink  
of any documents t h a t  would be p e r t i n e n t  t o  what we're  
doing we would l i k e  t o  know about those .  This could 
inc lude  e i t h e r  d i r e c t i v e s ,  r e p o r t s ,  maps, photographs, 
a e r i a l  photos o r  anything of t h i s  na tu re .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

10: Before we r e c e s s ,  I would l i k e  t o  again caut ion  
you t h a t  your testimony i s  n o t  t o  be d iscussed  with o t h e r s ,  
inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  
of course a s  you may be requi red  by j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
bodies  t o  t e s t i f y ,  i n  which event  your testimony here  
o r  appearance would i n  no way exclude such testimony. 

WIT : No, s ir .  

I0 : The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1305 hours ,  31 January 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS:  S M I T H ,  R i c h a r d  R. 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 1 4  February 1 9 7 0  

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED O F :  N/A 

COUNSEL: N o n e  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1 9 6 8 :  A i d e  and D r i v e r  f o r  
G e n e r a l  YOUNG. 

1. S M I T H ' S  R E L A T I O N S H I P  WITH YOUNG. 

G e n e r a l  YOUNG'S area of r e spons ib l i t y  w a s  t o  t h e  sou th  
of C h u  L a i  ( p g .  1 6 ) .  M r .  S M I T H  a l w a y s  s tayed i n  t h e  hel icopter  
a t  t h e  various s tops  YOUNG m a d e  ( p g s .  1 4 ,  1 4 ) .  T h u s ,  a l l  he 
k n e w  w a s  w h a t  t h e  G e n e r a l  t o l d  h i m  and w h a t  he heard on t h e  
radio ( p g .  4 )  . T h r o u g h  an a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  YOUNG, SMITH never 
asked about any of the  operations i n  w h i c h  t h e  d iv i s ion  
pa r t i c ipa ted  ( p g .  1 0 ) .  T h e  on ly  radio t r a n s m i s s i o n s  w i t h  
w h i c h  h e  i s  f a m i l i a r  are those r e l a t i n g  t o  YOUNG'S t r ave l  
a r r a n g e m e n t s  ( p g .  4 ) .  SMITH never d id  any stenographic 
w o r k  f o r  YOUNG ( p g .  1 2 )  . A l l  he ever d id  fo r  t h e  G e n e r a l  
w a s  ac t  as d r ive r  and s t r a i g h t e n  up t h e  papers i n  h i s  
o f f ice  ( p g .  1 2 ) .  

2 .  ACQUAINTANCE WITH I N D I V I D U A L S  INVOLVED I N  THE MY L A 1  
OPERATION. 

SMITH k n e w  BARKER and HOLLADAY, bu t  d id  n o t  k n o w  
HENDERSON ( p q s .  5 ,  7 ) .  H e  never heard of THOMPSON (pg. 1 8 )  
or  s a w  TOAN or  KHIEN (pg. 13) .  H e  d id  n o t  k n o w  ADCOCK, 
HENDERSON'S e n l i s t e d  aide ( p g .  9 ) .  H e  m i g h t  have heard of WATKE 
( p g s .  9 ,  1 0 ) .  A t  f i rs t  he could no t  recal l  T a s k  Force 

B a r k e r ,  b u t  he  r e m e m b e r e d  it la ter  i n  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  ( p g s .  4 ,  
11). 

3. KNOWLEDGE O F  MY L A 1  I N C I D E N T .  

SMITH k n e w  he d id  n o t  see burnings  i n  h i s  ove r f l igh t s  of 
the  P i n k v i l l e  area because he never s a w  any ac t ion  i n  h i s  
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f l i g h t s  wi th  YOUNG (pgs. 6 ,  7 ) .  He d i d  no t  remember making 
arrangements f o r  HOLLADAY and WATKE t o  s e e  YOUNG on t h e  
17 th ,  o r  f l y i n g  t o  LZ Dot t ie  that day with  YOUNG (pg. 6 ) .  
YOUNG'S h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  were from t h e  123d Aviation 
Company, bu t  ne&hing was s a i d  about e i t h e r  a warrant  o f f i c e r ' s  
complaint t h a t  t h e r e  had been ind i sc r imina t e  k i l l i n g  of  
women and ch i ld ren  o r  a conf ron ta t ion  between a h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  and ground fo rces  (pgs. 5 ,  1 7 ) .  The wi tness  never 
heard anything about an i n c i d e n t  a t  P i n k v i l l e  o r  My Lai 
(pgs.11, 1 2 ) .  He remembered nothing about a Province 
Chief being unhappy with  American ac t ions  i n  Quang Ngai, 
nor d i d  he hea r  about t h e  ARVN's conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n t o  an American opera t ion  (pg. 1 4 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER 

'-Ig8 

D E S C R I P T I O N  
P h o t o  of BG YOUNG, L T C  
BARKER, and L T  WHITE pro 
T,; A n A  k.7 T mr n t n m ~ m ~ ~  

NOTES 
only  

YOUNG. I 
PAGES 

P - 2 0 0  
P h o t o  of C h  L E W I S ,  L T C  
DIONNE, BG YOUNG, and 
LTC BARKER, provided by 
L T C  DIONNE. 

W i t n e s s  recognized 
YOUNG and L E W I S .  

I 

8 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1218 hours ,  1 4  February 

1970.) 


I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s  is  M r .  Richard R. SMITH. 

(MR SMITH was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, and 

t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 


RCDR : M r .  SMITH, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  

your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s i d e n c e .  


A.  Richard Raymond SMITH, p i p e  f i t t e r ,  Dupont, 486 
~ i c k i n s o n  Road, Wenonah, New J e r s e y .  

I0: M r . .  SMITH, have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e a d  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ( E x h i b i t  M-57)? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Do you unders tand  them o r  have any q u e s t i o n s  con-
c e r n i n g  them? 

A. No, I unders tand them. 

Q. On my l e f t ,  M r .  SMITH, i s  M r .  MACCRATE and t h e  
second i n d i v i d u a l  on my r i g h t  i s  M r .  WALSH. Both t h e s e  
gentlemen a r e  c i v i l i a n  lawyers  and they  have vo lun tee red  
t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  assist us i n  t h e  con-
d u c t  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  They a l s o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l  
t o  m e  and o t h e r  members o f  t h e  i n q u i r y .  On my r i g h t  i s  M r .  
WEST, who i s  an a s s i s t a n t  g e n e r a l  counse l  of  t h e  Department 
o f  t h e  Army. And on my f a r  r i g h t  i s  Colonel  FRANKLIN, who 
has  been des igna t ed  by General  WESTMORELAND, t h e  Chief o f  
S t a f f ,  as an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Aside from 
myself h e r e  t h i s  morning, any of  t h e s e  gentlemen may addres s  
q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. W e  have o t h e r  groups,  i n c i d e n t a l l y  who 
are t a k i n g  tes t imony a s  w e l l  a s  t h i s  one.  I t  w i l l  be my 
job t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t  and t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  ev idence  
i s  weighed p r o p e r l y  and t o  de te rmine  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and re-
~ c o m e n d a t i o n s. 
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Before w e  proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  do vou have 
any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you 'd  l i k e  t o  ask a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q M r .  SMITH, w i l l  you i n d i c a t e  what your  du ty  a s s ign -
ment w a s  w i t h  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  when you w e r e  f i r s t  as-
s i g n e d  t o  it, any change of assignment you may have had,  t h e  
approximate d a t e s ,  and when you t e rmina t ed  your  s e r v i c e  w i t h  
t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

A. Well ,  my f u n c t i o n  w a s  a i d e  and d r i v e r  f o r  General  
YOUNG. Mostly I w a s  j u s t  h i s  d r i v e r ,  and I took  c a r e  o f  h i s  
p e r s o n a l  e f f e c t s  where h e  was l i v i n g  a t  h i s  house,  and i n  t h e  
o f f i c e  I ' d  answer t h e  phone because he  d i d n ' t  have a s t e n o .  

Q 0 When d i d  you j o i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Well,  I w e n t ' t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  wi th  t h e  g e n e r a l .  

Q Out of  headqua r t e r s  USARV? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Y e s ,  and when was t h a t ?  

A. Approximately--i t  was some t i m e  i n  November 1967, I 
t h i n k .  

Q November 1967,  a l l  r i g h t .  And you remained i n  
t h a t  c a p a c i t y  w i t h  him--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  U n t i l  w e  l e f t  f o r  Danang. I t h i n k  
t h a t  was--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Probably some t i m e  i n  J u l y ?  

A. J u l y ,  I t h i n k ,  

Q J u l y  19681 

A. J u l y  1968. 

Q 0 W e l l ,  you w e r e  t h e r e  t h e n  when General  GETTYS a r r i v e d ?  
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A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  To t a k e  over command of t h e  d i v i s i o n  from General 
YOUNG? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Would you e l a b o r a t e  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  on what 
you d i d  f o r  General YOUNG? You i n d i c a t e d  you drove f o r  
him, took c a r e  of h i s  t h i n g s ,  and answered t h e  telephone. 
Did you do anything e l s e  with him? Did you f l y  wi th  him? 

A. I flew wi th  him. He took m e  o u t  f l y i n g  wi th  him 
because,  a f t e r  he  l e f t  f l y i n g  t h e r e  wasn ' t  r e a l l y  anything 
f o r  me t o  do. So he took me o u t  s o  I could s e e  some of  t h e  
th ings  t h a t  might be going on, s e e  t h e  country.  

Q T h a t ' s  what we understand, and w e  understand you 
were very c l o s e  t o  General YOUNG. 

A. W e l l ,  I was with him f o r  j u s t  about my whole time 
i n  t h e  Army and went f l y i n g  wi th  him. H i s  a i d e  went on a 
l eave  f o r  I t h i n k  it was a month. He took a 30-day leave  
and I took c a r e  of  t h e  r a d i o  whi le  he was gone. 

Q. What time was t h a t ?  Can you r e c a l l ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was around e i t h e r  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  
March o r  sometime i n  Apr i l .  

Q. Yes and he was gone--what was h i s  a i d e ' s  name? 

A. Lieutenant  WHITE. 

Q *  WHITE . 
A. And I opera ted  t h e  radio .  

Q. So you j u s t  went on? You worked r e a l  hard t o  g e t  
everyth ing  cleaned up s o  t h a t  by t h e  time h e  got  through with 
t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  morning you had everyth ing  a l l  t i d i e d  
up and you could go f l y i n g  with him? 

(SMITH) APP T-366 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Yes, sir. And a t  n i g h t ,  t o o ,  when we'd come i n  
i f  something wasn ' t  t o  be done up a t  t h e  house o r  work needed 
on t h e  jeep. H e  s t i l l  had a s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  a t  n i g h t .  

Q- You must have enjoyed your s e r v i c e  wi th  him. 

A. Yes, sir. ' 

Q Now when you w e r e  doing t h i s  job of a s s i s t i n g  and 
a c t i n g  a s  t h e  e n l i s t e d  a i d e  f o r  General YOUNG, were you ac-
quain ted  wi th  Task Force Barker? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, sir. I d o n ' t  remember 
t h e  name. 

Q= Well Task Force Barker operated i n  t h e  a r e a  j u s t
nor th  of Quang Ngai C i ty  and it operated o u t  of an LZ c a l l e d  
~ o t t i e .  

A. I remember f l y i n g  t o  Dot t i e .  I remember t h e  LZ and 
Quang Ngai C i t y ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know t h e  names of any of  t h e  
opera t ions .  

Q. When General YOUNG would go i n t o  the headquar ters ,  
what d i d  you do? 

A. I ' d  s t a y  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q - You'd s t a y  r i g h t  wi th  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  So you wouldn ' t  
know anything except  what General YOUNG t o l d  you o r  what you'd 
overhear  on t h e  intercom, s o  t o  speak? 

A. Yes, s ir .  A l l  I eve r  heard on t h e  r a d i o  was I w a s  
j u s t  t e l l i n g  them t h a t  t h e  genera l  was coming i n  t o  land.  I ' d  
ask f o r  a jeep i f  he needed one; o r  i f  where we were landing  
w a s  i n  walking d i s t a n c e  j u s t  l e t  them know when w e  were 
landing ,  and we would l e t  t h e  command b u i l d i n g  back a t  Chu L a i  
know where we w e r e  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  

Q The time we're  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  t h e  pe r iod  about  
t h e  middle of March, and from what you've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
would probably be  t h e  pe r iod  you were doing a l o t  of pe r sona l  
work i n  support  of General YOUNG, ope ra t ing  h i s  r ad ios  and 
t ak ing  c a r e  of a l l  t h i s .  I n  add i t ion  you picked up t h e  d u t i e s  
of Lieutenant  WHITE a s  w e l l .  
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A. Yes, s i r .  When he  went o f f ,  b u t  ~ ' mn o t  s u r e  
when he took h i s  leave .  I t  was a l eave  o r  R&R, I d o n ' t  
q u i t e  remember, s ir .  

Q. I f  i t  had been an R&R, he  would only  have been 
gone a week o r  so.  

A. But he was, I remember, a couple of days l a t e  
because t h e  genera l  would k i d  around i n  t h e  o f f i c e  about it, 
what he was going t o  do when he go t  back. He had f l i g h t  
problems coming back. 

Q Well, now, and you were a l s o  around h i s  o f f i c e  
i n  t h e  evenings and mornings when you go t  t h i n g s  s t r a i g h t -
ened o u t  and s o  f o r t h .  Now t h e  d a t e  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  
a c t u a l l y  t h e  middle of  March. The 16th  i s  a Saturday and 
i t  l o g i c a l l y  follows t h a t  t h e  17th i s  Sunday and t h e  18th 
i s  Monday. Now t h e  17th  i s  Sunday. Do you remember being 
i n  General YOUNG'S  o f f i c e  and having--do you know Colonel 
HOLLADAY , t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q *  Colonel HOLLADAY and a major by t h e  name of WATKE. 
Do you remember t h e i r  coming i n  t o  see--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I remember Colonel HOLLADAY, s i r ,  
bu t  no Major WATKE. 

9. Do you r e c a l l  h i s  con tac t ing  you, perhaps while  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  was qoing on i n  t h e  morning, t o  t a l k  t o  General 
YOUNG? 

A. That would be hard t o  remember, sir. That phone 
was busy every morning. 

Q - While you were t h e r e  i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  and doing t h e s e  
t h i n g s ,  M r .  SMITH, d i d  you hea r  about a complaint o r  an a l l e -
ga t ion  t h a t  a warrant  o f f i c e r  p i l o t  had made t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  t h e r e  had been some unnecessary o r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l -
i n g  of  women and ch i ld ren?  

A. No, sir. I never heard anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

10: We' l l  t ake  a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing .  recessed  a t  1 230 hours ,  1 4  February 
1970. ) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1235 hours ,  1 4  Feb-
ruary 1 9  70. ) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons  p resen t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed  
a r e  again p r e s e n t ,  

10: You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  t hen ,  having made such arrange-
ments f o r  Colonel HOLLADAY t o  s e e  General YOUNG and Colonel 
HOLLADAY and Major WATKE going i n  t o  see  General YOUNG very 
e a r l y  on Sunday morning? 

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I made t h e  arrangements, s i r ,  
because most of  t h e  time I was a t  t h e  phone i n  t h e  morning. 
But remembering it, I c a n ' t  say I remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c  
th ing .  

Q On t h e  af ternoon of  t h a t  same day, some time along
about 2 o 'c lock  according t o  t h e  l o g  of Task Force Barker,  
General YOUNG f lew down t o  LZ Dot t i e .  Do you remember qoing 
down t h e r e  wi th  him? 

A. Not on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  Sunday. 

Q - Let  m e  show you what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about now. I'll 
p o i n t  t h i s  o u t  on t h e  map s o  you can s e e  what we ' re  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Map 5 ) .  Here you a r e  a t  Chu Lai .  Here 's  
Quang Ngai C i ty  h e r e ,  province headquar ters ,  d i v i s i o n  head-
q u a r t e r s ,  l o c a t e d  over  here  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of t h e  c i t y ,  
e a s t  of Highway 1. LZ Dot t i e  i s  loca ted  up here  about 10 
o r  1 2  k i lometers  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  r i g h t  a longside of Highway 1. 
This a rea  we ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  j u s t  n o r t h e a s t  of  Quang Ngai 
Ci ty  here.  Do you r e c a l l  by chance going down over  t h i s  a r e a  
and see ing  a l o t  o f  burning t h a t  was qoing on , i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. No, s ir ,  I don ' t .  Actual ly  I never saw any k ind  
of  ac t ion  o r  f i g h t i n g  going on a t  a l l ,  a l l  t h e  time I flew 
wi th  him. The only  t h i n g  t h a t  I saw was a couple of  j e t  
runs , bomb runs.  

Q You d i d n ' t  look o u t  he re  and s e e  a l o t  of smoke 
and haze and s o  f o r t h ,  a long about t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  
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A. NO, sir. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I d id .  

a. General YOUNG went down t o  Dot t i e  aga in  t h e  f o l -
lowing morning according t o  t h e  b e s t  information we can p u t  
together .  And a l s o  t h e r e  was Colonel HENDERSON. Do you know 
Colonel HENDERSON, commander of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. I ' v e  heard h i s  name b u t  whether I ever  m e t  him o r  
n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know, sir.  The only time I would have i s  i f  he 
came up t o  Chu Lai .  

Q And a l s o  t h e  two gentlemen I mentioned previous ly ,
who had been t h e r e  w i t h  him t h e  day be fo re ,  were a l s o  wi th  
him, Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE, along with Colonel 
BARKER. Do you remember those  f i v e  people? 

A. I remember Colonel BARKER and Colonel HOLLADAY 
r e a l  good. He chewed me o u t  one day? 

Q. What d i d  he chew yoil o u t  f o r ?  

A. I dropped t h e  genera l  o f f  down a t  t h e  he l ipad  and 
I was b r ing ing  Colonel HOLLADAY back up and I fo rgo t  t o  t u r n  
t h e  l i g h t s  o f f .  He chewed me o u t  p r e t t y  good f o r  that. Major 
WATKE, h i s  name's coming back; it sounds f a m i l i a r  now, b u t  
I j u s t  c a n ' t  p l ace  it. 

Q - I have he re  a p i c t u r e  which has been en te red  i n t o  
t h e  record a s  photo e x h i b i t  P-200.  I ask you t o  look a t  t h a t  
and s e e  i f  you recognize t h e  people i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  

A. There a r e  only two bes ides  t h e  genera l  I recognize.  
That 's t h e  chapla in .  

Q. You recognize t h e  chaplain? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q. LEWIS? 
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A. Chapla in  LEWIS, y e s ,  sir. 

Q How about  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ?  

A. The c o l o n e l ?  

Q Is t h a t  your  in format ion  o f f i c e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. What was h i s  name, s i r ?  

DIONNE?Q 

A. D I O N N E ,  y e s ,  sir.  I remember him. 
I 

Q You w i l l  r ecognize  General  YOUNG o f  course?  

A. Y e s .  Th i s  f o u r t h  man I d o n ' t  recognize .  

Q I '  11 show you ano the r  p i c t u r e ,  P-198, and ask you 
i f  you recognize  any o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e ?  Q 

0 
A .  J u s t  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  sir. 

Q Who's t h e  f e l l ow s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  background? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q Does t h a t  look l i k e  L ieu tenan t  WHITE? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Not WHITE? 

A .  I t  d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  him t o  m e .  

Q- Do you recognize  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  (handing t h e  w i t -
n e s s  a photograph o f  MAJ WATRE which was n o t  r e c e i v e d  i n  
evidence.  ) 

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  

Q L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  M r .  SMITH w a s  shown a p i c -
t u r e  o f  Major WATKE and h e  does  n o t  recognize  it. Now t o  t i e  
t h e  t ime down a l i t t l e  t i g h t e r ,  t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory, t h e r e  
a r e  a couple  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  may h e l p  h e r e .  
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On t h e  15th  o f  March General LIPSCOMB who commanded t h e  11th 
Brigade w a s  rep laced  by Colonel HENDERSON a t  Duc Pho. They 
had a change o f  command ceremony t h e r e  a t  t h e  a i r f i e l d .  D o  
you remember a t t e n d i n g  t h a t  with General YOUNG? 

A. I remember General LIPSCOMB. Change of command, 
I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir.  I went t o  a l o t  of them. I th ink  I w a s  
t h e r e ,  sir.  I t  w a s  with General LIPSCOMB, I remember, be-
cause he come up, and I th ink  he  s t ayed  with t h e  genera l  a t  
h i s  house o r  wi th  Colonel GALLOWAY. I t h i n k  h e  w a s  t h e r e  
then. 

Q- General RYDER would have depar ted  before  then? 

A. H e  depar ted  with Colonel GALLOWAY. 

Q. You remember General RYDER w a s  t h e r e ;  General  
YOUNG w a s  t h e r e .  General  YOUNG looked a f t e r  a l o t  of t h e  lo-
gist ics,  of t h e  rear  a reas ,  s o  t o  speak. When General RYDER 
l e f t ,  General YOUNG took over t h a t  job and Colonel GALLOWAY 
took over  General YOUNG'S r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Now another  t h i n g  
t h a t  might h e l p  you--Colonel HENDERSON'S a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  name 
of  t h e  o p e r a t o r  and t h e  man t h a t  d i d  a comparable job t o  what 
you w e r e  doing f o r  General YOUNG was a chap by t h e  name of  
ADCOCK. Do you remember ADCOCK? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q= So i f  t h e  choppers s e t  down, I f i g u r e  you fel lows 
would be t a l k i n g  about ,  "How's everyth ing?"  

A. I s tayed  mostly i n  t h e  chopper, because I got  t o  
know t h e  p i l o t  and t h e  t w o  gunners r e a l  good. 

Q- You probably had along a whole s t a c k  of comic 
books? 

A. That  and C-rat ions,  s ir .  

Q. Do you remember something about Major WATKE, t hen ,  
or hea r ing  WATKE o r  HOLLADAY? 
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A .  I remember hea r ing  h i s  name someplace, sir. A s  f a r  
a s  p lac ing  where i t  was, I might have seen h i m  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  
o r  heard h i s  name spoken. 

Q- I b e l i e v e  I asked you t h i s  be fo re ,  b u t  w e  go t  o f f .  
I was asking about  whether you had heard about a n ~ a l l e g a t i o n  
o r  a complaint by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  t h a t  he had seen  what 
h e  had c a l l e d  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  women and ch i ld ren?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I never heard anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Did you ever  h e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n
being  conducted of something t h a t  may have happened down i n  
what they c a l l e d  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  o r  My Lai a r e a ,  along 
about March o r  A p r i l  o r  up i n t o  May? 

A. I n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I never heard t h a t  word as f a r  
a s  anything going on. I th ink  everybody knew i n  t h e  o f f i ce - -
knew something w a s  going on somewhere because of t h e  way 
th ings  had changed, General YOUNG kep t  going down t o  D o t t i e  
a l o t .  

Q What d i d  you t h i n k  w a s  going on? 

A. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  about it because me and t h e  genera l ,  
w e  made one agreement. I wouldn ' t  ask him about it and he  
wouldn ' t  ask m e  what I knew i f  I heard anything. I never  
asked him about what was going on. The only t h i n g  I e v e r  
asked him was whether I could f l y  with him because it w a s  
bor ing  a f t e r  he  was gone each day. 

Q I t ' s  p r e t t y  obvious t h a t  he put  a l o t  more confi-
dence i n  you than  most genera l s  do i n  t h e i r  e n l i s t e d  a i d e s ,  
s o  t h e  mere f a c t  t h a t  he l e t  you ca r ry  on thoqe func t ions  
dur ing  t h e  absence of  Lieutenant  WHITE and s o  on would in -
d i c a t e  t h a t  you and General YOUNG were q u i t e  c l o s e  toge the r .  

A .  I wouldn ' t  ask him about any of t h e  opera t ions .  
The only t h i n g  h e ' d  e v e r  t e l l  me was when they expected t o  
g e t  h i t ,  a t  Chu L a i .  

Q. J u s t  p u t t i n g  a s i d e  anything t h a t  he may have t o l d  
you, o r  t h a t  you may have asked f o r ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a genera l  f e e l i n g  t h e r e  i n  t h e  headquar ters .  
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A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  always w a s ,  s i r .  Everybody a t  one time 
o r  o t h e r  might have heard something and they  were t e l l i n g  t h a t  
t h a t ' s  going on h e r e  and t h a t ' s  going on t h e r e .  There ' s  always 
t a l k  of rumors of what i s  happening he re ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y  nobody 
knew fo r  s u r e  what was going on because of what he t o l d  us .  

Q. What d i d  you hear? Did you h e a r  anything about 
P i n k v i l l e  o r  My Lai?  

A. P i n k v i l l e ,  I never heard t h a t  one,  s ir .  Dottie--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did you ever  h e a r  t h a t  people a r e  
looking i n t o  Task Force Barker for-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  When I saw t h a t  up on t h e  map 
I remembered Task Force Barker,  see ing  it t h e r e .  I c a r r i e d  
h i s  maps f o r  him i n t o  t h e  chopper and I t h i n k  it was me and 
Lieutenant  WHITE, I helped him, what do you c a l l ,  change 
them around whsn-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  What d i d  he  c a r r y ,  one of  t h e s e  
p l a s t i c  map cases  s o  you could keep it i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and 
you wouldn ' t  have it blowing around? 

A. H e  had a f o l d e r  and he  had h i s  maps a l l  wrapped 
up. When t h e  genera l  asked f o r  One L ieu tenan t  WHITE--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  He would want t o  g e t  t h e  map of  
t h e  r i g h t  a rea .  

A .  But t h a t  i s  where once I saw on t h e  map, t h a t ' s  
where I ' v e  seen it. 

Q. General YOUNG was undoubtedly down t h e r e  many 
times.  But,  i n  t h i s  f e e l i n g  you had i n  t h e  headquar ters ,  
was t h i s  a continuous t h i n g  o r  was t h i s  something t h a t  had 
t o  do wi th  a p a r t i c u l a r  pe r iod  t h a t  concerned t h i s  a rea?  

A. No, t h e r e  was no p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  o r  anything.  It 
w a s  j u s t  when we f i r s t  went up t h e r e  wi th  t h e  genera l .  A f t e r  
a week o r  s o  when I got t o  know a l l  t h e  guys t h a t  I would 
be working w i t h ,  w e  s t a r t e d  t o  t a l k ,  you know, and one guy 
would s t a r t  t a l k i n g  about he t a l k e d  t o  somebody who heard 
t h i s  and t h i s  i s  going on. Then t h e r e  was always t a l k  about 
we were going t o  g e t  h i t ,  and we were going t o  g e t  h i t  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  and what o t h e r  o u t f i t s  were doing. But nobody knew 
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f o r  s u r e .  When t h e  men would come i n  from o u t  o f  t h e  f i e l d  
f o r  a couple  of  d a y s ,  t h e y ' d  b r i n g  them i n  and l e t  them go 
t o  t h e  PX. A c o u p l e  o f  them knew some of  them, and t h e y ' d  
s t a r t  t a l k i n g  abou t  what t hey  d i d  o u t  t h e r e  and then  i t  
would come back,  and by t h e  t i m e  it came back t o  us you 
c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t  r e a l l y ,  because it changed. Every t i m e  
somebody would tell a s t o r y  t h e  s t o r y  would change. 

Q W e l l ,  d i d  you h e a r  o f  any th ing  down there - -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A s  f a r  as My L a i ,  s i r ,  o r  any-
t h i n g  down t h e r e ,  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  about  t h a t  u n t i l  I r e a d  it 
i n  t h e  paper .  

Q. What were  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you d i d  h e a r  
t h a t  g o t  d i s t o r t e d  a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

A. What do you mean, s i r ?  

Q= W e l l  you s a i d  t h e s e  guys would come i n  from t h e  
u n i t s  and t h e y ' d  have t h e s e  b reaks  o r  p e r i o d s  i n  Chu L a i ,  and 
d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  t h e y ' d  come down and t h e y ' d  t a l k .  

A.  Well, t h e y ' d  g e t  t o  t a l k i n g  and one t h i n g  would 
l e a d  t o  ano the r  and t h e y ' d  t a l k  about  t h e i r  f i g h t s  and t h e  
b a t t l e  t h e y  were on and p a t r o l s  t hey  w e r e  on ,  and maybe a 
buddy l o s t  o r  something.  But as f a r  a s  where and t h e  name of 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  we never  h e a r d  t h a t .  
A l o t  of t h e  guys,  t h e y ' d  complain,  you know, because t h e y  
s a i d  w e  had it so easy  and t h e y ' d  s t a r t  running o f f  on what 
t h e y  d i d  and how t h e y ' r e  l i v i n g  how long  t h e y  w e r e  o u t  on 
t h i s  p a t r o l  o r  that p a t r o l ,  how many of  t h e i r  buddies  g o t  
k i l l e d ,  and how e a s y  w e  had it back h e r e  a t  t h e  command 
b u i l d i n g  and a l l ,  

Q. W e l l ,  w e  know, f o r  example, t h a t  more than  a few 
people  among t h e  e n l i s t e d  pe r sonne l  knew t h a t  something un-
u s u a l  had t a k e n  p l a c e  down t h e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  My L a i .  A s  
a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  we've had some i n d i v i d u a l s  who would g e t  it 
a lmos t  a s  a matter o f  common g o s s i p .  Do you remember 
h e a r i n g  a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l  concerning My L a i  o r  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  
o r  Son My v i l l a g e  o r  Task Force  Barker? 

A.  No, sir. But t hen  t h a t  wouldn ' t  be unusual  a s  far 
as I was concerned because I d i d n ' t  handle  no paper  work, ac-
t u a l l y .  And t h e  s t e n o s ,  from what I unders tand ,  t h e y  wouldn ' t  
t e l l  us any th ing ,  a c t u a l l y .  L ike  I was mainly a d r i v e r  as 
f a r  a s  t h e  o f f i c e  w a s  concerned,  and a l l  I e v e r  d i d  was ans-
w e r  t h e  phone f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  and t a k e  care o f  h i s  o f f i c e  as 
f a r  as paper  work and e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e .  The t y p i n g  t h a t  t h e  
g e n e r a l  might  want,  h e  used one o f  t h e  s t e n o s .  
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Q- Who handled t h a t  f o r  him? 

A. There was Colonel PARSON'S s t e n o  d i d  a l o t  of i t ,  
HILL. 


9- Is t h a t  John HILL? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  He handled a l o t  and I c a n ' t  remember 
whether t h i s  WASHINGTON, whether he w a s  t h e r e  r i g h t  before  
w e  l e f t  o r  whether he was t h e r e  f o r  a whi le .  He came i n  and 
d i d  a l o t  of i t  because he  took over  when B i l l  HERRIS l e f t ,  
who w a s  General KOSTER'S s t e n o ,  and took over  f o r  General 
KOSTER. He was h i s  s t e n o  when B i l l  l e f t .  

Q: Did he t ake  over  from HERRIS? 

A. From B i l l  HERRIS? 

N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he had. I th ink  B i l l  
HERRIS l e f t  bejr'ore General GETTYS a r r i v e d .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  -on 
it. I t  could have been t h e  o t h e r  way around. 

Q- Well, i t ' s  very c l o s e  i n  t h e r e ,  I ' m  s u r e  of t h a t .  
A s  a ma t t e r  of  f a c t ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS 
accompanied General KOSTER, I b e l i e v e ,  t o  see him o f f .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  B i l l  went up with General 
KOSTER. General KOSTER went o u t  of Da an^, o r  d i d  he go 
down t o  Saigon? 

Q- I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. I t h i n k  h e  went t o  Saigon. 

A. I th ink  he went t o  Saigon, and B i l l  HERRIS went 
wi th  him, and t h i s  WASHINGTON--well, WASHINGTON was t h e r e  a 
couple of  weeks before .  

Q. You a l s o  flew with General YOUNG i n t o  Quang Ngai 
C i t y ,  t o  go t o  t h e  ARVN d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  and over  t o  
province headquar ters  t o  s e e  Colonel TOAN, t h e  2d ARVN Divi-
s i o n  commander, o r  Colonel K H I E N ,  t h e  province c h i e f ?  

A. I ' v e  heard t h e  names. I ' v e  never  seen them, a t  
least  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' v e  seen them. 

Q- You s tayed  wi th  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  
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A. I s t ayed  wi th  t h e  a i r c r a f t  a l l  t h e  time he 'd  
go out .  I never went wi th  him once h e ' g o t  o u t  of  t h e  a i r -
c r a f t .  

Q- And you normally would s t a y  o u t ,  normally land  a t  
what they c a l l e d  t h e  t ropo  pad i n  Quang Ngai, where they had 
a h e l i c o p t e r  pad, o r  d i d  they p u t  down--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  The one p lace  w e  landed it had 
a pad. 

Q- ' Was t h a t  r i g h t  next  t o  t h e  MACV compound t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  I th ink  it was t h e  name of  it. 

Q- The o t h e r  p l a c e  w a s  what they c a l l e d  t h e  socce r  
f i e l d ?  

A.  Yes, t h e  soccer  f i e l d .  We went t h e r e  q u i t e  a l o t .  
They had a jeep w a i t i n g  f o r  him. 

Q- Did you ever  hea r ,  whi le  you were t h e r e ,  t h a t  a 
province ch ie f  w a s  very upse t  and unhappy about what t h e  
Americans had done i n  Quang Ngai? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q How about a d i v i s i o n  commander, Colonel TOAN, d i d  
you e v e r  hea r  t h a t  he was unhappy? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  about t h e  ARVN's conducting an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  an American opera t ion ,  o r  whl t  might have 
happened as  a r e s u l t  of an opera t ion?  

A. No, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Who used t o  f l y  wi th  General YOUNG bes ide  your-
s e l f ?  

A. Well, t h e r e  was always Lieutenant  WHITE, and he  had 
h i s  r e g u l a r  gunners and h i s  r e g u l a r  p i l o t .  He had maybe a 
d i f f e r e n t  c o p i l o t  now and then.  

Q. Do you remember any days when you had o t h e r s  a long 
wi th  you? 
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A .  There was a couple of days. A l o t  of t imes he  took 
someone wi th  him. He used t o  t a k e  Colonel HOLLADAY. He took 
t h e  chapla in  a l o t  o u t  t h e r e .  I can remember t h i s  o t h e r  of -  
f i c e r  who went wi th  us & l o t .  

I0: Did you know who t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  was, t h e  G2? 
Did he f l y  wi th  him? 

A. Colonel TREXLER, no t  very o f t e n .  Now and then  h e ' d  
go o u t  wi th  t h e  genera ls .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you ever  r e c a l l  Colonel PARSON f l y i n g  wi th  
him? 

A. Once, I t h i n k ,  s i r ,  I remember him going out .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  I went o u t  on t h a t  f l i g h t  because t h e r e  were too  
many people i n  t h e  copter .  I t h i n k  Colonel PARSON went o u t  
t w i c e  with him. 

Q - Where were they heading? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember sir. I ' m  j u s t  grasping  t o  remember 
t h a t  p a r t .  The communications o f f i c e r  went o u t  with him a l o t  
too.  

10: Well, h e  probably took q u i t e  a few people,  t h e  s h o r t -  
age of a i r c r a f t  being what it was i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  Every t ime 
somebody had an oppor tuni ty  t o  f l y  on t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  t o  g4 
some p l a c e ,  they probably had q u i t e  a wide assortment  of people 
t r a v e l i n g .  

A. I f  somebody found o u t  he w a s  going,  l i k e  up t o  
an LZ t h a t  they  wanted t o  g e t  t o ,  h e ' d  t a k e  them along o r  i f  
somebody t h e r e  wanted t o  come back, h e ' d  b r i n g  them back. 

MR MACCRATE: Did you s e e  General KOSTER as he went around? 
Would h e  be coming t o  some of  t h e  same p l a c e s  General YOUNG 
went, o r  d i d  they tend t o  d i v i d e  where t h e y  would go? 

A. We used t o  run i n t o  him o u t  a t  1st Cav. We'd 
e i t h e r  be coming i n  and he would be g e t t i n g  ready t o  leave  
o r  else j u s t  t h e  oppos i te .  We'd be g e t t i n g  ready t o  l e a v e  
and h e ' d  be coming i n .  

10: Down a t  t h e  1st Cav? You mean over  a t  t h e  o t h e r  
pad you had? You d i d n ' t  t ake  o f f  from t h e  V I P  pad; you 
departed from t h e  b i g  pad? 

(SMITH) APP T-366 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. No, t h e r e  was an LZ t h a t  had a l o t  of  armor t h e r e .  
I d o n ' t  know whether it was--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  1/1 Cav? 

A. Yes, P/1 Cav was where we'd meet. We d i d  t h a t ,  
j u s t  about ,  I wouldn ' t  say every t ime, b u t  a l o t  of t i m e s .  
one way o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  he 'd  be coming i n  o r  they 'd  j u s t  m i s s  
each o t h e r .  

Q- Did General  YOUNG normally look a f t e r  th ings  t o  t h e  
south of Chu Lai  br was he a l s o  way up nor th  along--and I ' m  
n o t  t a l k i n g  about an o c c ~ s i o n a l  t r i p  up t o  t h e  DMZ and up t o  
Quang T r i ,  b u t  whether he went up t h e r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  every day 
whether he focused mostly on t h e  a rea  t o  t h e  south down around 
Binh Son, Quang Mgai Province,  down i n  Duc Pho and c l e a r  t o  
t h e  south  down to  t h e  Binh D i n .  Province border? 

A .  He was mostly t o  t h e  south ,  sir.  He took a couple 
of t r i p s ,  h e  took one t r i p  t h a t  I can remember, t o  t h e  DMZ be-
cause I d i d n ' t  go along on t h a t  one. I f  I can remember, he 'd 
go way up nor th  now and then ,  b u t  he would never go t h a t  f a r ,  
never go p a s t  Danang. 

Q. Well, I wish you'd t h i n k  r e a l  hard  be fo re  we c l o s e  
here .  See i f  you can r e c a l l  having heard anything about  a 
r e p o r t  by an a v i a t o r ,  a warrant  o f f i c e r ,  o r  whether o r  n o t  
you had heard anything about Task Force Barker perhaps be ing  
i n  t r o u b l e  o r  having k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s  unnecessar i ly  o r  
whether you heard  anything about t h e  province c h i e f  be ing  
Qnhappy. Did you ever  go and v i s i t  t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel  i n  
t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ?  You must have had a l o t  of 
f r i e n d s  over  t h e r e ,  you ' r e  f l y i n g  a l l  t h e  t imerperhaps some 
of those  gunners? 

A. We always had t h e  two gunners and w e  never went 
down t h e r e .  Well, a t  n i g h t  they  had t h e  o f f i c e r s  c l u b  up 
t h e r e .  I w a s  tending  b a r  t h e r e ,  so  u n t i l  they c losed  t h a t  
a t  night--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  But t h e s e  p i l o t s  you had i n  
your a i r c r a f t ,  d i d  they  come from t h e  123d? 
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A. S i r ,  I t h i n k  they d id .  

Q. W e l l ,  you s a t  around and gassed wi th  t h e s e  p i l o t s  
and t h e  doorgunners? I know what you do,  it g e t s  p r e t t y  
bo r ing  sometimes whi l e  t h e y ' r e  o f f  i n  town, 'sometimes f o r  h a l f  
an hour ,  some t i m e s  f o r  2 hour s ,  it g e t s  p r e t t y  bor ing  
s i t t i n g  around t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r ,  s o  y o u ' r e  doing a l o t  o f  
t a l k i n g  and t h e y ' r e  t e l l i n g  you what they  know and people  
be ing  people .  Did you t a l k  t o  t h o s e  gunners and s o  f o r t h ?  
D i d  they e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about  what they  had been hea r ing  i n  
t h e i r  company and s o  f o r t h ?  I know t h a t  a g r e a t  number o f  
people ,  n o t  on ly  i n  t h e  aero-scout  company b u t  i n  t h e  l i f t  
company as w e l l ,  which i s  Alpha Company. I know t h a t  they  
knew t h i s .  So i t  wouldn ' t  be  unusual i n  my mind f o r  them t o  -
t a l k  t o  you about  i t ,  t o  t e l l  you about  it. 

A.  They t a l k e d  a l o t  about ,  mainly about  t h e  choppers 
t h a t  went down, t h e  guys they knew. 

Q Did you e v e r  t a l k  about a s i t u a t i o n  where some o f  
the people  i n  t h e i r  a v i a t i o n  o u t f i t  had a r e a l  hea ted  argu-
ment w i t h  some of t h e  ground f o r c e s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where one 
of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  s a t  down and had h i s  machineguns t r a i n e d  
on some Americans? 

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q- You never  heard about t h a t ?  

A. Not about t h a t .  

MR MACCRATE: Did General YOUNG have t h e  s a m e  p i l o t s  each day 
or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H i s  p i l o t  would b e  t h e  same b u t  
h i s  c o p i l o t  was changed. H e  asked f o r  t h i s  one p i l o t .  

9- Who was t h a t ?  

A .  I can p i c t u r e  him, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

I0 : Did you e v e r  know a c r e w  c h i e f  down t h e r e  by t h e  
name o f  ANDREOTTA? O r  a gunner by t h e  name o f  COLBURN? 

A. I ' v e  heard  t h e  name ANDREOTTA. 

(SMITH) 1 7  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-366 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

a.  He g o t  k i l l e d  a l i t t l e  while  l a t e r .  

A. I ' v e  h e a r d  t h e  name. 

Q* He had a very f i n e  r epu ta t ion .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  
o f  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- Well, Mr. SMITH, we apprec ia te  very much your com-
i n g  i n .  I want to t e l l  you t h a t  we do know a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
what i s  going on,  and I ' m  s u r e  you recognize t h i s  from our  
l i n e  of ques t ioning .  But you should a l s o  know t h a t  w e  a r e  
t r y i n g  no t  t o  l eave  a s i n g l e  s t o n e  unturned t o  t r y  t o  f i n d  
o u t  exac t ly  what t r a n s p i r e d ,  whether it was repor ted  proper ly  
whether it was i n v e s t i g a t e d  proper ly ,  and whether t h e s e  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n s  were reviewed proper ly .  I f ,  when you l e a v e ,  some 
of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  that I ' v e  been t a l k i n g  about ,  and I ' v e  asked 
you some very l e a d i n g  ques t ions ,  provided you with some i n f o r -
mation, i f  any of t h o s e  ques t ions  come t o  mind, and they  i n  
t u r n  b r i n g  f o r t h  a d d i t i o n a l  thoughts  which have been s t o r e d  
i n  t h e  back of your mind, I ' d  very much a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you 
would g e t  i n  touch wi th  us s o  t h a t  we can have an oppor tuni ty  
t o  t a k e  advantage of such information.  I t  may seem smal l  t o  
you, b u t  sometimes t h e s e  l i t t l e  b i t s  and p ieces  of  informa-
t i o n  a r e  j u s t  e x a c t l y  what w e  need t o  complete a s t o r y .  Ad-
d i t i o n a l l y ,  i f  you know of  any documents, maps, photos,  such 
a s  t h e s e - - ( i n d i c a t i n g  a photo) t h i s  i n c i d e n t  w a s  a photo 
t h a t  happened t o  b e  taken  by, I th ink  it w a s  a chap la in ,  who 
j u s t  happened t o  b e  t r a v e l i n g  wi th  General YOUNG t h a t  day. 
I f  you can t h i n k  of anything l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  might be use-
f u l  t o  us ,  documents, d i r e c t i v e s ,  a e r i a l  photos,  maps, s o  on,  
we'd apprec ia te  knowing about  those.  

A. I have a l o t  of photos a t  home t h a t  I took whi le  
I was f l y i n g  wi th  them. Now whether they  were over  t h e s e  
p l a c e s ,  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. A l o t  of them w e r e  from t h e  
a i r .  I took some on t h e  ground, bu t  most of t h e  time it 
w a s  from t h e  a i r .  

Q Do you have them f n  sequence of  t i m e  o r  anything,  
o r  i n  a book? 
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A. No, sir ,  I have them i n  a f o o t l o c k e r  a t  home. 

Q- May I ask  you t o  look t h e s e  ove r .  We could do 
t h i s  o u r s e l v e s .  W e  could  look  them o v e r  and s o  on ,  b u t  I 
t h i n k  from what you know, you can p i ck  o u t  t h e  photos  t h a t  w e  
would b e  l ook ing  f o r .  I f  you have any p i c t u r e s  t aken  down 
a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  f o r  example, t h a t  might prove h e l p f u l .  If  you 
have any p i c t u r e s  t aken  from t h e  a i r  of  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  w e ' r e  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  h e r e ,  t h e  a r e a  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  o r  i f  you have 
any th ing  t h a t  w i l l  t i e  i t  i n t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  we'd very 
much a p p r e c i a t e  hav ing  them. W e  w i l l  have them d u p l i c a t e d  and 
immediately r e t u r n e d  t o  you. O r  i f  you p r e f e r  you can send 
your  photos  t o  us and w e ' l l  look them o v e r  and r e t u r n  them 
t o  you. 

A. S i r ,  I ' l l  check them o u t .  

Q- I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  I would a g a i n  remind you t h a t  
w e  have r eques t ed  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony h e r e  w i t h  
o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  people  who may have a l r e a d y  appeared be- 
f o r e  us as w i t n e s s e s ,  o r  people  t h a t  may be  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  who may have appeared b e f o r e  
us as w i t n e s s e s .  A t  t h i s  t ime I ' l l  g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  a s k  any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you 'd  l i k e ,  M r .  SMITH, o r  i f  you 'd  
l i k e  t o ,  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd .  

A. No, sir ,  I have no q u e s t i o n s .  

I0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1310 h o u r s ,  1 4  February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: SWAIN, Carrol E. LTC
' 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 26 January 1970 


PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 


WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 


COUNSEL: None 


DUTY ASSIGNMENT: IG, America1 Division, 6 May 1968 to 

4 April 1969. 


The witness had no knowledge of the My Lai incident, 
any rumors of an incident, or any investigation which 
might have been connected with the incident (pgs. 1-5). 
He had seen no reports of any investigation and had no 
knowledge of any reports from sources outside the America1 
Division (pgs . 5-10). He was not knowledgeable on the 
training of the men in the division concerning war 
crimes (pgs. 7-9) . 
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N111113ER- - DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES ....-A 

Witness was 
D-1 

.- ~ 
-- MACV Directive 20-4 familiar with. 

~nstructions to the 
M-57 witness. Read by witness. 

Witness did not 
m t s report recall. 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1019 hours ,  26 January 
1970.) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  wi tness  i s  Lieutenant  Colonel C a r r o l l  
E. SWAIN. 

(LTC SWAIN was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  wassworn ,  and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

RCDR: Colonel SWAIN, f o r  t h e  record  w i l l  you p lease  
s t a t e  you f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, organiza- 
t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A; My name is  C a r r o l l  Edwin SWAIN. My rank is l i e u -
t e n a n t  co lone l ,  My S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number i s  I 
am s t a t i o n e d  a t  Headquarters,  CONARC, F o r t  Monroe, Vi rg in ia .  

RCDR: Thank you, sir .  

I0: Colonel SWAIN, have you read  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
(Exhibi t  M-57) ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I have. 

Q- Do you understand them o r  have any ques t ions  con-
cern ing  them? 

A. I understand them, sir. I do n o t  have any ques- 
t i o n s .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  On my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert MACCRATE, a 
c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  volunteered  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  the 
Secre ta ry  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  us  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  He a l s o  
se rves  a s  my l e g a l  counse l  a s  w e l l  a s  l e g a l  counsel  t o  o t h e r s  
connected wi th  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel 
ARMSTRONG who has  been des ignated  by t h e  Of f i ce  of  t h e  Chief 
of  S ta f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  inqu i ry .  E i t h e r  of t h e s e  
gentlemen may address  ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  morning. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q- Aside Erom t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group w e  have o t h e r  
. 	 comparable groups which a r e  t ak ing  testimony from o t h e r s .  It  

w i l l  be my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh 
t h e  evidence,  and t o  determine t h e  f ind ings  and recommenda- 
t i o n s . 

A s  a military o f f i c e r  you a r e  cadt ioned n o t  t o  
d i scuss  your tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  in -
c luding  o t h e r  witnesses f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  a s  you 
may be requ i red  to do s o  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty 
o r  before  a competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
body. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
you may be reques ted  o r  r equ i red  t o  t e s t i f y  before  one of t h e  
congressional  committees and most s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i n g  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Services  Committee. I f  
such does e v e n t u a t e ,  your appearance h e r e  would i n  no way pre-
clude  you t e s t i f y i n g  before  such a  body. 

I do not b e l i e v e  t h a t  you have been e i t h e r  c i t e d  

o r  cautioned by t%le m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  court-mar- 

t i a l  .case of the United S t a t e s  v .  Cal ley ,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  


A: . Yes, sir. That is c o r r e c t .  

Q. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you w i l l  be ,  b u t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  you 

a r e ,  your appearance h e r e  would i n  no way change e i t h e r  the 

e f f e c t  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  such o rde r s  by t h a t  judge o r  

by any of t h e  o t h e r  judges connected with any of  t h e  genera l  

cour t -mar t ia l  c a s e s  of which may develop o u t  of t h e  My Lai 

i n c i d e n t .  Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  t ime? 


A .  No, sir. I do not .  

Q. Colonel SWAIN, would you i n d i c a t e  your duty  as-

signment with t h e  America1 Divis ion and a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  

t imes t h a t  you jo ined  and when you departed? 


A .  I was t h e  d i v i s i o n  I G  of  t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

The e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of me t ak ing  over  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was 

6 May 1968. I l e f t  Vietnam on 4 A p r i l  1969. And dur ing  t h i s  

complete per iod  I was t h e  d i v i s i o n  I G .  


Q- You were t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l  a l l  throughout 

t h a t  per iod?  
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A. Y e s  sir. I was. 

Q o  
 Eleven months. Colonel SWAIN, t h e  My Lai  i n c i -  
den t  of 16 March 1968 became a  ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge 
now about 5 months ago, September o r  October 1969. Since 
t h a t  time have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody from t h e  d i v i s i o n  head- 
q u a r t e r s  o r  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  
o r  concerning t h e  r epor t ing  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion?  

A. The only t h i n g  t h a t  I know, s i r ,  is I t a lked  t o  
one o f f i c e r  who received a c a l l  t o  come be fo re  your commit- 
t e e .  H i s  name i s  Lieutenant  Colonel J e r r y  HILL ,  now t h e  I0 
.down a t  CONARC headquarters .  H e  j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  he 
had a c a l l  t o  come before  t h e  committee which I expected any- 
way, because he was t h e  d i v i s i o n  I0 a t  t h e  time. 

a* A l l  r i g h t .  What was t h e  d a t e  again  i n  May t h a t  
you became the IG? 

A. 6 May, s ir ,  if I a m  c o r r e c t ,  t o  t h e  best of my 
knowledge. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Task Force Barker w a s  d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  e a r l y  A p r i l ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  9 th  of A p r i l  1968, but you 
became t h e  I G  i n  May approximately a  month l a t e r .  Were you 
aware of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of Task Force Barker? 

A .  No more than a f t e r  I had been t h e r e  f o r  2 o r  3 
weeks Colonel BARKER was k i l l e d .  

Q - Y e s .  

A.  And they i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he was t h e  commander of  a 
t a s k  fo rce .  This is  a l l  t h a t  I know. 

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r ,  when you w e r e  t h e  I G  and with 
t h e  s t a f f ,  t h a t  wi th in  Task Force Barker something unusual 
had taken p lace  out  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  Son M y  V i l l a g e  e a s t  of  Quang 
Ngai C i t y  i n  about t h e  middle of  March? 

A. No, sir. I never had knowledge of such. 

Q - Did you ever  h e a r  t h a t  one of t h e  a v i a t o r s  who 

(SWAIN) APP T-237 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


w a s  f l y i n g  that day , reported through h i s  m i l i t a r y  channels 
t h a t  something unusual  had t e e n  p lace  t h a t  day? 

a - Did any of t h e  chapla ins  l i k e  a Major CRESWELL 
wi th  DIVARTY o r  Colonel  LEWIS e v e r  d i scuss  this m a t t e r  with 
you? 

A. NO,  sir. 

Q. Were you aware t h a t  a mat t e r  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  Task 
Force Barker was Being inves t iga ted?  

A, NO, s5r. The only time I found o u t  t h e r e  was an  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is when I read  it i n  t h e  newspapers about 5 
months ago. 

Q - Did General KOSTER, o r  General YOUNG, o r  Colonel 
PARSON, o r  anybody e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about an i n q u i r y  o r  in-  
v e s t i g a t i o n  down i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Were you e v e r  quer ied  by anybody from t h e  11th' 

Brigade on procedures  f o r  conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  n o t  i n  t h i s  connection. Not connected 
w i t h  My Lai;  n o t  connected wi th  t h a t .  

Q. Were you e v e r  asked t o  des igna te  o r  t o  c u t  some 
o r d e r s  des igna t ing  an o f f i c e r  a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  s i r ?  

Q- Well, of t h i s  g e n e r a l  a rea .  Now i t ' s  known a s  
t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. NO, s i r ,  

Q- Did you e v e r  have any d i scuss ions  wi th  any of the 
o t h e r  s t a f f  members, t h e  1, t h e  2 ,  t h e  3 ,  I t h i n k  we can ex- 
c lude  t h e  4 ,  b u t  the 5 ,  concerning something t h a t  may have 
happened t h e r e ?  
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A. NO, sir. 

Q I have h e r e ,  Colonel SWAIN, a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n ,  da ted  2 4  Apr i l  1968, which has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  our  
record  as  E x h i b i t  R-1. I show you t h i s  r e p o r t  and ask you if 
you have e v e r  seen  t h i s  r e p o r t  o r  seen o r  heard  anything l i k e  
it? 

(Witness t akes  e x h i b i t  from I0 and examines it.) 

The p iece  of paper you ' re  looking a t  a t  t h e  mo-
ment is  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  b a s i c  correspondence a s  Inc losure  2 .  
This  i s  purported t o  be some V i e t  Cong propaganda. Tha t ' s  
j u s t  a l e t t e r  of t r a n s m i t t a l  t h e r e .  

A. S i r ,  t o  the  b e s t  of my knowledge, I d o n ' t  e v e r  
r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  p iece  of paper o r  any p ieces  o f  paper con-
nected wi th  it o r  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  any d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  anyone 
o r  even hea r ing  about it, t o  t h e  best of my knowledge. 

Q- If when you w e r e  i n  t h e  I G ,  which you took over 
as of about t h e  6 t h  of May 1968, t h i s  r e p o r t  as we understand 
it was c a l l e d  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of proper i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  
headquar ters  around o r  about t h e  8th o r  1 0 t h  of May, would 
you have expected t h a t  you would have been shown a copy of 
t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. I wouldn' t' know, s i r .  It might have been a 
p o s s i b i l i t y .  It would a l l  depend on, of course ,  how t h e  chief  
of s t a f f  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander f e l t  about it. On t h e  
6th of May I was conducting s e v e r a l  pre-IG inspec t ions  ou t  
i n  t h e  u n i t s  and most of my  t ime was s p e n t  away from t h e  d i -
v i s i o n  headquarters .  And I f e e l  t h a t  i f  it was anything i m -
p o r t a n t  enough t h a t  they  f e l t  t h a t  I would need t o  know i n  
my l i n e  of  bus iness  they  would have p u l l e d  m e  i n  on it. 

Q Whether you recognize t h e  number o r  n o t ,  I ' m  s u r e  
you a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  MACV's d i r e c t i v e  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  i n -
v e s t i g a t i n g  e i t h e r  a t r o c i t i e s  o r  a l l e g e d  a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  I vaguely r e c a l l  i t ,  sir. 

Q* I show you h e r e  MACV Direc t ive  20-4 which has  been 
e n t e r e d  i n t o  our  record as  Exh ib i t  D-1. I would c a l l  your 
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a t t e n t i o n  p r i m a r i l y  . t o  paragraph 2 and t o  paragraph 5. 

(I0 hands e x h i b i t  t o  witness  who examines t h e  
document. ) 

Well, I t h i n k  you've seen  it a l l .  General ly  t h e  
procedures under which you opera ted  i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion?  
Although i t ' s  g ran ted  t h a t  t h i s  does c i t e  t h e  s t a f f  judge 
advocate a s  t h e  primary a c t i o n  agency, with t h e  normal i n t e r -  
workings of a d i v i s i o n  s t a f f ,  as c l o s e l y  coordinated a s  they 
a r e  i f  something such as  t h i s  were assigned t o  t h e  J A G ,  you 
would probably be w e l l  aware of  it. Would t h i s  be a c o r r e c t  
assumption? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e  had a unique r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h e r e  and 
w e  would t a l k  about it. We would t a l k .  

Q. P l e a s e  look a t  t h e  o t h e r  document which I 've shown 
t o  you and s p e c i f i c a l l y  Inc losure  1 which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a 
l e t t e r  received from a v i l l a g e  c h i e f  and a r e p o r t  by t h e  dis-
t r i c t  ch ief  a l l e g e d  a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d .  
The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i t s e l f  speaks of  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made. 
Would i t  appear from t h i s  t h a t  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  should 
be conducted? 

A. Based on t h e  way I opera ted ,  s i r ,  i f  I had been 
made aware of something l i k e  t h i s ,  I would immediately have 
gone t o  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  and recommended t h a t  a formal in -  
ves t i g a t i o n  be conducted. 

Q- About a month a f t e r  you joined t h e  d i v i s i o n  you 
had, no t  a comparable s i t u a t i o n  such a s  t h i s ,  b u t  you d i d  
r ece ive  informat ion  concerning another  s i t u a t i o n  i n  which a 
formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was conducted, i f  I 'm no t  mistaken,  
having t o  do wi th  one o r  more i n d i v i d u a l s  and involv ing  
some rapes and so f o r t h  i n  which you d i d  appoin t  an inves-
t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  . It was formally i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

A. - I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  offhand,  sir. I would have t o  
s e e  it. 

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  any s ta tements  , o r  any comments, 
o r  rumors, o r  anything which may have caused you t o  be sus-
p i c i o u s ,  even t o  a degree ,  t h a t  something unusual may have 
taken p lace  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  
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A. No, sir.  

Q *  Did you e v e r  3ave  any d i scuss ion  with Captain 
MEDINA a f t e r  h e  joined t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f ?  

.. 
A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  know Captain MEDINA a s  a person. 

Q. One o t h e r  ques t ion  having t o  do with t e c h n i c a l  
channels versus  command channels.  Here again this is a m a t t e r  
of opinion because I look upon you a s  an experienced and qual-
i f i e d  i n s p e c t o r  genera l .  I f  a  chapla in  rece ived  a  r e p o r t  
from an i n d i v i d u a l  who may have poin ted  o u t  t h e  unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  of women and c h i l d r e n ,  and l e t ' s  say  t h i s  chapla in  
belonged t o  one of t h e  subordina te  major u n i t s  of t h e  d i v i -
s i o n ,  he could belong t o  t h e  support  command, DIVARTY, o r  any 
comparable o rgan iza t ion ,  what should be  h i s  a c t i o n s ?  

-

A. W e l l ,  this is based on my opinion,  sir. H e  should 
go t o  h i s  commander, t h e  br igade  c~rnrnar~dero r  t h e  suppor t  
commander might do. 

Q - Yes? 

A. And b r i n g  t h i s  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  

Q Should h e ,  f e e l i n g  t h a t  he d o e s n ' t  know t h a t  this 
is c o r r e c t ,  o r  i n c o r r e c t ,  o r  anything and be fo re  he makes such 
a r e p o r t ,  have it checked o u t  through chap la in  channels? 

A. Now I would s a y ,  s ir ,  t h a t  t h i s  poss ib ly  could be 
a system, bu t  I know based on my o p e r a t i o n s ,  say when I heard 
c e r t a i n  t h i n g s ,  I would r e p o r t  it anyway and would t e l l  t h e  
ch ie f  of s t a f f  t h a t  I w a s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it. This  i s  the  way 
I used t o  opera te .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel SWAIN, .your f i r s t  assignment i n  Vietnam 
was as  I G  of t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  it was. 

Q* Your immediate predecessor  a s  I G  was Lieutenant  
Colonel HETHERLY? 
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A. That is c o r r e c t .  

Q- And you w e r e  succeeded i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  by Lieuten-
a n t  Colonel HOWARD? 

A. This I do n o t  know because I l e f t  Vietnam under 
emergency cond i t ions ,  and my replacement had n o t  come y e t .  

Q- I see. Who were your p r i n c i p a l  a s s i s t a n t s  a t  the 
beginning of  your pe r iod  and also a t  the  conclusion? 

A. My a s s i s t a n t  a t  t h e  beginning was a Major Roy 
PARNELL, P-A-R-N-E-L-L. I d o n ' t  know where he i s  a t  t h e  pre- 
s e n t  t ime,  but I know h i s  branch i s  F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y .  My 
a s s i s t a n t  when I l e f t  w a s  a Major SAPERSTEIN S-A-P-E-R-S-T- 
E-I-N. H i s  branch is A i r  Defense. 

I0: Did you have Major COMJ3AU w i t h  you a t  any t i m e  
t h e r e ?  

A. I remember Major COMEAU. H e  w a s  t h e  s t a f f  judge 
advocate f o r  a pe r iod  whi le  I was t h e r e .  

Q- I keep g e t t i n g  I G  and SJA mixed up every once and 
a while.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Did you a t  any time have c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  ad-
v i s o r y  team i n  Quang Ngai Province o r  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. I never had any con tac t  with t h e  advisory team 
i n  Quang Ngai Provincs.  I never  did.  

COL ARMSTRONG: Colonel SWAIN, a s  I r e c a l l  it w a s  t h e  h a b i t  
of t h e  I G ' s  making t h e i r  annual genera l  i n s p e c t i o n s  t o  pin-
p o i n t  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c  ques t ions  r e l a t i n g  t o  the i n d i v i d u a l  
t r a i n i n g  of t h e  men i n  t h e  u n i t s ,  t o  determine whether a wide-
spread  knowledge of c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c  s u b j e c t s  had been gained 
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. That i s  correct. 
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a- - Do. .you, reca l l  whether o r  n o t  t h e  MACV d i r e c t i v e s  
on war crimes and how t o  handle p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  t h e  type  of sub- 
j e c t s  t h a t  you checked i n t o ?  

A. Now these  were n o t  t h e  type  of s u b j e c t s  t h a t  I 
used a t  t roop  l e v e l .  No more than  around o f f i c e r s .  I would 
ask t h e s e  ques t ions  j u s t  t o  s e e  whether they  w e r e  aware and 
whether they  were disseminat ing c e r t a i n  informat ion ,  t h i s  is 
a l l .  S i r ,  t h e  I G  as  such i n  Vietnam got t o  s e e  the  t roops ,  
but a t  l e a s t  i n  o u r ,  d i v i s i o n  I was p r i m a r i l y  concerned with 
whether they were being taken c a r e  o f ,  food and medical c a r e ,  
th ings  of t h i s  na tu re .  I g o t  q u i t e  involved whi le  I was 
t h e r e  i n  r a c i a l  t e n s i o n  type  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and t h i s  was about 
it. 

Q ;  You d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  p ick  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t  
ma t t e r s  except  wi th  t h e  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. Not wi th  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men, ~ , i r .With t h e  o f f i c e r s  
I would ask: "Do you have t h i s ? .  . Are you aware :of i t ? "  Maybe 
proper  ques t ions  j u s t  t o  g e t  a f e e l .  

Q- But what I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t  i s  was t h i s  a s u b j e c t  t h a t  
you a c t u a l l y  p inpoin ted  a s  one of t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  i tems o r  spe- 
c i a l  a reas?  

A.  Well, I could say  t h a t  it was inc luded ,  s ir ,  some-
where i n  our  c h e c k l i s t s .  And i f  i t  was inc luded,  w e  had a  
whole a r r a y  of c h e c k l i s t s  t h a t  w e  used and we d iss iminated  
t h e s e  c h e c k l i s t s  down t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  before  w e  in-
spected.  

Q. I s e e .  

I0: Colonel SWAIN, we apprec ia te  ve ry  much your coming 
i n .  You've had t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l i t t l e  b i t  of our  ques t ioning  
h e r e  t h i s  morning. This may c a l l  something t o  l i g h t  t h a t  w i l l  
r e f r e s h  your memory on c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  t h a t  may have happened. 
I f  you do r e c a l l  anything, we'd a p p r e c i a t e  very much you get-  
t i n g  i n  touch wi th  t h i s  o f f i c e  s o  t h a t  we can t ake  advantage 
of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  knowledge. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  
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O r  i f  you can t h i n k  of any documents, memoranda, 
Q O  

d i r e c t i v e s  , r e p o r t s ,  photographs, maps, a e r i a l  photographs, 
o r  anything which would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us w e  would appre- 
c i a t e  knowing about  t h a t .  

A. A l l  right, sir. 

Q- I ' d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  you an oppor tuni ty  t o  ask any 
ques t ions  which you may care t o  ask o r  i f  you would l i k e  t o  
e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record.  

A. I have nothing t o  ask ,  s ir ,  nor  anything t o  add 
.o r  pu t  i n t o  t h e  record .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel SWAIN, one t h i n g  you j u s t  mentioned. 
T h i s  i s  more by way of e l i m i n a t i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  than  t h e  
f a c t  that we've had any sugges t ions  t h a t  i t  i s  involved. B u t  
s i n c e  t h i s  had been an a r e a  of  your own concern and a t t e n t i o n  
dur ing  your p e r i o d  t h e r e ,  i s  t h e r e  anything i n  t h e  a r e a  of 
r a c i a l  t ens ion  that  r e l a t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h e  11th  Brigade 
t h a t  you t h i n k  we  should be aware o f ?  I preface  it by say- 
i n g  t h a t  we have n o t  t o  this time been aware of it, b u t  w e  
are very i n t e r e s t e d  t o  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  w e  a r e  knowledgeable 
as t o  anything t h a t  might be of relevance t o  it. 

A. ' W e l l ,  I had a few cases  where t roops  re fused  t o  
go  t o  the  f i e l d .  I cannot p inpo in t  any s p e c i f i c  u n i t .  And 
when I speak of t r o o p s ,  this was the  b lack  s o l d i e r .  Basic-
a l l y  h i s  reason for n o t  wanting t o  go is t h e  cond i t ions  a t  
home. It always l e d  t o  t h i s .  I n  t h e s e  cases ,  I would n o t  
p l a y  t h e  p a r t  o f  an I G .  I played t h e  p a r t  more of a f a t h e r  
s i t t i n g  down and d i s c u s s i n g  i t  wi th  i n d i v i d u a l s  and s m a l l  
groups a s  t o  what their r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were. Q u i t e  o f t e n  
it worked q u i t e  w e l l .  It stopped some of t h e  cour ts -mar t ia l .  
But a s  I s a y ,  as f a r  as l a rge - sca le  a c t i v i t i e s  were concerned 
i n  the r a c i a l  t e n s i o n  a r e a ,  a t  t h a t  time i t  d i d  n o t  e x i s t .  
It b o i l e d  down t o  i n d i v i d u a l  type  t h i n g s ,  one o r  two i n d i -  
v i d u a l s  f i g h t i n g  around t h e  b e e r  t e n t  o r  making c e r t a i n  re-
marks a t  f i r e  b a s e s ,  b u t  i t  was my assessment t h a t  when they  
went t o  t h e  f i e l d  o r  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h e r e  was no d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  race .  It was s t r i c t l y  a c lose  brotherhood. This was my 
assessment whi le  I w a s  t he re .  

(SWAIN) 10 APP T-23'3 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 


a. Thank you. 

10: The hearing w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  time. 

1970 .) 
(The hearing recessed a t  1045  hours,  26 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: TIXIER,  L e w i s  B. COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: Acting Chief of S t a f f ,  Americal Divis ion,  
1 3  August 1968 u n t i l  3 October 1968; 10 January 1969 u n t i l  
31 January 1969; Commander A m e r i c a l  Division Support Command, 
28 J u l y  1968 u n t i l  1 3  August 1968; 30 October 1968 u n t i l  
1 0  January 1970. 

1. ASSUMPTION OF THE DUTIES OF CHIEF OF STAFF. 

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  when he  took over  t h e  
d u t i e s  of  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  he rece ived  no b r i e f i n g  concerning 
anything except c u r r e n t  working papers (pg. 3 ) .  No 
c l a s s i f i e d  documents were kept  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  (pg. 3 ) .  He 
could no t  r e c a l l  a f i e l d  s a f e  being i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander's 
o f f i c e  (pgs. 4 ,  7 ) .  

2.  WORKING OF THE COMMAND OFFICE. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  commander's a i d e  handled 
h i s  personal  correspondence, whi le  he himself handled t h e  
o f f i c i a l  mail  (pg. 5 ) .  H e  had no knowledge of t h e  f i l i n g  
system; t h i s  was handled by t h e  deputy chief  o f  s t a f f  
(pg. 6 ) .  The l a t t e r  also w a s  respons ib le  f o r  t h e  logs  
(pg- 6) 

3. KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT. 

The wi tness  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he had no d i r e c t  knowledge 
of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  nor had he heard any r u m o r s  concerning 
it (pgs. 13,  1 4 ) .  Although he knew Captain MEDINA, he had 
heard nothing of h i s  i nadve r t an t ly  k i l l i n g  a woman (pg. 1 4 ) .  
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4 .  KNOWLEDGE OF A REPORT. 

a. Knowledge o f  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t .  

The wi tness  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he had no knowledge of 
any r e p o r t  of any i n c i d e n t  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  he  had never seen 
Exhibi t  R-1 (pg. l o ) ,  nor  t h e  propaganda i n c l o s u r e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  
He added t h a t  i f  he were looking f o r  such a r e p o r t  he would 
look success ive ly  t o  t h e  G5, S J A ,  I G ,  and t h e  TOC (pgs.  1 0 ,  
1 6 )  . Thence, he would go t o  t h e  br igade (pg . 11). 

b. Knowledge of o t h e r  r e p o r t s .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  no t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  
Exhibi t  M-34, Exhib i t  M-36, o r  any le t ter  from t h e  11th  
Brigade commander concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  i s s u e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Persons spoken t o  s i n c e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was publ ic ized .  

The wi tness  noted t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  s t o r y  of  My L a i  
had been publ ic ized  he had spoken wi th  a Colonel CROWE who 
had t o l d  him o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which had been conducted. 
He added t h a t  he had no knowledge of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg. 2 )  

b. Other i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

The wi tness  recounted an i n c i d e n t  of a rape i n  which 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was he ld .  A court -mart ia l  ensued (pg. 9 ) .  
H e  f e l t  t he se  records  were on f i l e  wi th  t h e  S t a f f  Judge 
Advocate (pg. 1 0 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

9 

M-57 I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  w i t n e s s  Read by w i t n e s s .  1 

R- 1 HENDERSON' s Repor t  
Wi tness  
s e e n .  

had  n e v e r  
10,12 

. 

P 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1320  hours ,  2 February 
1970 . I  

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

The next  wi tness  is  Colonel Lewis R. T I X I E R .  

(COL T I X I E R  was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as follows :1 

W i l l  you p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name Soc ia l  Secur i ty  
number, o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Lewis R. T I X I E R ,  Colonel ,  Armor, J3, 
OJCS, Washington, D.C. 

I0 : Colonel T I X I E R ,  on my l e f t  I have M r .  Robert 
MACCRATE who is a c i v i l i a n  lawyer who has  volunteered h i s  ser-
v i c e s  t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion .  H e  a l s o  provides l e g a l  counsel  t o  myself and t o  t h e  
o t h e r  members of  t h e  inqui ry  team. Colonel ARMSTRONG, on my 
r i g h t ,  has  been designated by General WESTMORELAND'S o f f i c e  
a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  inqu i ry .  Beside mysel f ,  both M r .  
MACCRATE and Colonel ARMSTRONG may address  ques t ions  t o  you 
t h i s  af ternoon.  We have o t h e r  groups such as  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  
t ak ing  testimony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I w i l l  have t h e  
t a s k  of  p u t t i n g  toge the r  a f i n a l  r e p o r t  and weighing t h e  evi-  
dence and de termininq f ind ings  and recommendations. Have 
you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  read the i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. D u  understand them? 

A. I do, sir. 

Q *  Any ques t  ions  concerning them? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Colonel T I X I E R ,  would you i n d i c a t e  your duty as-
signment wi th  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  i n d i c a t i n g  when you 
joined and any changes of  assignment you may have had, i n -
c luding  t h e  approximate da tes  and t h e  t e rmina t ion  o f  your 
s e r v i c e s ?  
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A. I w a s  p o s t e d  t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion  as  a sup-
p o r t  commander i n  the l a t t e r  p a r t  of July.  About t h e  28th,  
I b e l i e v e ,  I took o v e r  command of t h e  suppor t  command. 
About 13 August I rep laced  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  and became the 
a c t i n g  ch ie f  of s t a f f  u n t i l  about 3 October. I then  r e v e r t e d  
back t o  suppor t  command commander, which I r e t a i n e d  un-
til approximately 1 0  January,  I b e l i e v e ,  o r  sometime around 
1 0  January,  and I was aga in  made t h e  a c t i n g  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  
dur ing  t h e  absence of  Colonel TREADWELL, the Medal of  Honor 
winner, who had come back f o r  t h e  inaugura t ion .  I remained 
as  t h e  a c t i n g  c h i e f  of s t a f f  u n t i l  about 31 January,  I be-
l i e v e  it w a s .  I was then  detached from t h e  Americal Divis ion 
and re turned  home, a r r i v i n g  about 7 February. 

a - You r e p l a c e d  i n i t i a l l y  Colonel PARSON a s  t h e  chief  
o f  s t a f f ?  

A. Right,  sir. 

9. Then when you l e f t  t h a t  t i m e ,  your p lace  w a s  
t aken  by Colonel TREADWELL? 

T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Colonel T I X I E R ,  t h e  m a t t e r  of  t h i s  My Lai  i n c i -  
dent  of 1 6  March 1968 became a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  knowledge 
i n  September o r  e a r l y  October 1969 ,  approximately 4 o r  5 
months ago. Have you had any conversa t ions  wi th  any of  
t h e  people from the America1 Divis ion concerning e i t h e r  
t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t h e  in -  
ves t i g a t i o n  of the i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I ' v e  had one conversat ion wi th  a Colonel CROWE 
I had known b e f o r e  h e r e  i n  Washington. W e  se rved  t o g e t h e r  
h e r e  i n  Washington, and, of course ,  I had met him and t a l k -  
e d  t o  him s e v e r a l  t i m e s  while  we  were i n  t h e  A m e r i c a l  
Divis ion toge the r .  I t a l k e d  t o  him about t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i -  
dent .  

Q - W a s  t h e r e  anything s u b s t a n t i v e  about i t ?  

A. The only  s u b s t a n t i v e  t h i n g ,  he t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  
had been an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  which I was unaware of  dur ing  t h e  
e n t i r e  6 months t&at I w a s  i n  t h e ,  Americal Divis ion.  

. . 
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Q. When you took over a s  t h e  a c t i n g  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  i n  
l a t e  August 1968, d id  you rece ive  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
from Colonel PARSON concerning any p a r t i c u l a r  papers t h a t  may 
have been i n  t h e  headquar ters ,  e i t h e r  i n  your o f f i c e  o r  i n  t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  o r  t h e  commanding genera l  I s  

o f f i c e  o r  any of t h e  o f f i c e s ?  

A. There were t h e  papers  t h a t  w e r e  working--if I may 
go back, Colonel PARSON had extended i n  Vietnam t o  be wi th  
CORDS, and he brought h i s  family over  and had gone t o  t h e  
Ph i l ipp ines  t o  v i s i t  them. During t h i s ,  I b e l i e v e  about a 5-
day per iod  t h a t  I f i r s t  became a c t i n g  chief  of s t a f f ,  the on-
going papers of day-to-day bus iness  he  turned  over  t o  me. 
Upon h i s  r e t u r n ,  he s tayed t h e r e  about 3 ,  4 ,  o r  5 days,  maybe, 
a t  which t ime General GETTYS s a i d  he could be re l eased  e a r l y  
and n o t  have t o  wa i t  f o r  Colonel TREADWELL t o  come before  he 
could go t o  h i s  new job i n  CORDS. Because of  t h a t  s h o r t  
break, the papers t h a t  had n o t  been disposed of were t h e r e  
for m e ,  s o  I had no b r i e f i n g  of anything,  o t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  t h e  
c u r r e n t  work. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any inventory of  t h e  papers  a t  t h a t  par- 
t i c u l a r  time? 

A. You mean inventory of c l a s s i f i e d  documents? 

Q. Yes? 

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  s i g n  f o r  any. I had' no docu- 
ments i n  my o f f i c e  as  t h e  chief  of  s t a f f .  These were k e p t  
by t h e  combination SGS/deputy ch ie f  of s t a f f .  

Q =  And who was t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  a t  tha t  time? 

A. I cannot remember h i s  name, s ir ,  because we changed 
wi th in  a week o r  s o ,  because t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a major , went 
on down t o  CORDS with Colonel PARSON. A s  I say ,  I c a n ' t  re-
ca l l  h i s  name. 

Q- Where i n  CORDS d i d  Colonel PARSON go? Where d i d  
he work, i n  Saigon? 

A. I n  Saigon, yes ,  sir. 

Q- Was the chap t h a t  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about a Major 
BEASLEY? 
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A. . It d o e s n ' t  sound l i k e  it. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  it was, 
s ir .  A s  I say ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  the  name. 

Q The ind iv idua l  t h a t  replaced him, was t h a t  Major 
HALLMAN? 

A* Major HALLMAN replaced him. 

Q. A t  the t i m e  when you took over a s  t he  ch ie f  of 
s t a f f  f o r  t h a t  pe r iod ,  was t h e r e  a s a f e  i n  t h e  commanding 
gene ra l ' s  o f f i c e ?  

A. I don ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. You remember a f i e l d  s a f e  being i n  the re?  

A. N q ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I know t h a t  w e  had t h e  
KY-8, t h e  .scrambler telephone. 

Q. You had a scrambler i n  the re?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  bu t  i n  f a c t  t he  scrambler telephone was 
pu t  i n  while I was ac t i ng  chief  of  s t a f f  i n  September. 

Q Before, where t h e  scrambler phone o r  your secure  
was loca ted ,  do you remember having seen a f i e l d  s a f e  the re?  

A. I do no t  r e c a l l  having seen one, sir.  

MR MACCRATE: What da t e  i n  August d i d  you assume the pos i t i on  
of ac t ing  ch ie f  of s t a f f ?  

A. I be l i eve  it was around the  13th ,  sir. I P dhave t o  
go back t o  the  records on t h a t .  

10: Well, you would not  t ake  over o f f i c i a l l y ,  thouqh, 
u n t i l  a c tua l l y  Colonel PARSON departed.  In  the meantime, he 
would be l i s t e d  on t h e  record as  t he  chief  of s t a f f ,  and a s  
f a r  a s  t he  records a r e  concerned it would probably show you 
a t  a l a t e r  da te .  Would t h a t  no t  be co r r ec t ?  

A. That ' s  probably s o S  

Q- W e  have you down a s  becoming t he  ac t i ng  chief  of 
s t a f f  on the  24 August. 
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A, Well, LLhe 13 th  wns when I took over ,  Colonel PARSON 
came back, I a c t u a l l y  remained up there--

Q- ( In terpos ing)  I understand it. You probably took 
over o f f i c i a l l y  when he departed? 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  Yes, s ir .  

Q- How d i d  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  handle  h i s  cor re-
spondence? Let  m e  be s p e c i f i c .  L e t ' s  s ay  t h e  commanding 
genera l  wanted t o  w r i t e  a l e t t e r  t o  one of h i s  br igade  com-
manders. How would he do i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  dur ing t h e  per iod  t h a t  I was t h e r e ,  he d i d  
n o t  w r i t e  a l e t t e r  t h a t  I know of t o  a b r igade  commander. 
His personal  correspondence was taken c a r e  of  by h i s  a i d e  who 
s a t  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  h i s  o f f i c e .  

Q A t  t h a t  t ime,  I b e l i e v e  it was a car ryover  from 
General KOSTER's o l d  a ide ,  a Lieutenant  DICKENS? 

A. There was one a ide  with General KOSTER t h a t  r a n  
t h e  mess. I d o n ' t  know h i s  name, bu t  he s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  a-
bout  a month o r  a month and one-half. Then General GETTYS 
g o t  a new a i d e ,  a cap ta in ,  and I do n o t  r e c a l l  h i s  name either. 

Q- I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about w r i t i n g  letters t o  his wife  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

A. No, sir. 

Q. I ' m  t a l k i n g  o f f i c i a l  o r  s e m i - o f f i c i a l  correspon-
dence. How would t h a t  be handled? 

A.  Well, I know the normal correspondence would come 
through me. I know t h a t  n o t  a l l  of it d i d ,  because he wrote 
some l e t t e r s  and sea led  them and pu t  them i n  h i s  out-basket.  
Of course,  e i t h e r  I o r  t h e  deputy chief  of  s t a f f  would c l e a r  
h i s  out-box. 

Q- Assuming t h a t  w e  have correspondence back and f o r t h  
between, l e t ' s  s a y ,  a br igade  commander and t h e  commander and 
s o  f o r t h .  Where would t h i s  s t u f f  be f i l e d ?  
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A. That 
c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  
t h e  deputy c h i e  
o r  G 4 ,  o r  t o  me 
t h e  answer, and 
f o r  approval be 

I c a n ' t  t e l l  you, s ir ,  because I ,  as a c t i n g  
o f  course ,  I d i d  n o t  f i l e  it. I gave it t o  

f .  Now, i f  it were s e n t  t o  G 3  f o r  an answer, 
as suppor t  commander, of course ,  I prepared 
it would go back up t o  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  

f o r e  going i n  t o  General GETTYS a s  an answer. 

Q. Who logged i n  t h e  papers  i n  t h e  headquar ters?  

A. They w e r e  logged i n  under t h e  deputy ch ie f  of s t a f f .  
W e  had t h r e e  c l e r k s ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  worked i n  t h e  o u t e r  
o f f i c e  t h e r e  who logged i n  a l l  t h e  correspondence and logged 
it a l l  ou t .  

Q- Logged it i n  and logged it out?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you remember who t h e  head of t h a t  s e c t i o n  was 
whi le  you w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

Q. You remember a Sergeant  LOFTIS? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Was h e  t h e r e ?  

A- Yes, sir. H e  was.- . 

Q. Before I g e t  down t o  t h i s  one paper maybe you have 
some ques t ions  , M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of hea r ing  of t h e  
removal of a s a f e  from the commanding g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e ,  some-
t h i n g  t h a t  had t r a n s p i r e d  be fo re  you a r r i v e d ?  

A. No, sir. A s  I ' v e  mentioned, t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my re-
c o l l e c t i o n  t h e r e  was n o t  a s a f e  i n  the  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i c e  dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  I was t h e r e .  

Q We w e r e  informed that  t h e  f i e l d  s a f e  was removed t o  
make way f o r  t h e  scrambler  t h a t  you have r e f e r r e d  t o .  W e  
were a l s o  informed by someone whose knowledge would presumably 
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be l a t e r  than yours of the. removal of  t h e  s a f e ,  and I wondered 
i f  t h e r e  was anything t h a t  was going on with r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  
f i e l d  s a f e  t h a t  might have come ac ross  your desk t h a t  you can 
now r e c a l l  ? 

A. No, sir. I can '  t. I w i l l  say t h a t  i f  there w e r e  
a s a f e  t h e r e ,  which I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  I had no combination. I 
never  saw General GETTYS opening it i f  it was t h e r e  o r  pu t  
anything i n  it. Why I ' m  f a i r l y  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  it wasn ' t  t h e r e  
is because I saw him almost every evening. I was t h e r e  when 
he would l eave  t h e  o f f i c e .  W e  would usua l ly  te rminate  t h e  
evening s t a f f  meetings t h e r e  i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  H e  would g e t  up 
and go t o  h i s  q u a r t e r s ,  and t h e  remainder of  t h e  s t a f f  and t h e  
ADC's  would remain t h e r e .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f r e e i n g  of  space 
t o  make room f o r  t h e  scrambler? 

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t .  I know exdc t ly  where t h e  scram-
bler was. 

Q- And you handled t h e  superv i s ing  of t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
f o r  the genera l ,  made arrangements f o r  people t o  come i n  t o  
do the job? 

A. That's r i g h t ,  because we  k e p t  them o u t  when the 
g e n e r a l  was i n  t h e r e ,  and w e  Id l e t  t h e m  know when he was gone 
s o  they  could work. 

Q A s  far as you know t h e  space w a s  a v a i l a b l e  and 
nothing had t o  be removed i n  o r d e r  t o  p u t  it i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. That ' s  c o r r e c t .  I t  was between h i s  desk 
and a l a r g e  couch s i t t i n g  t h e r e .  

I0: Colonel T I X I E R ,  we  've gone over  t h e  headquar ters  
of the Americal Divis ion w i t h  a r a t h e r  f i n e  too th  comb 
i n  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  some papers which w e  know were de-
l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  headquarters .  We a r e  reasonably c e r t a i n ,  from 
many i n d i c a t i o n s ,  t h a t  they  w e r e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  headquar ters ,  
b u t  w e ' v e  been unable t o  f i n d  e i t h e r  the papers  them-
s e l v e s  o r  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  the  papers a r r i v e d  and were 
logged or  anything else. A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  w e  c a n ' t  even 
f i n d  the l o g ,  s o  these  become r a t h e r  c r i t i c a l  as  f a r  a s  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process  used by t h e  America1 
Divis ion .  For example, w e  have a r e p o r t  da ted  2 4  A p r i l  which 
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t h e  br igade  commander made o u t  i n  t h r e e  cop ies ,  one which he  
r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  headquar ters  and two of which w e r e  
de l ive red  forward, probably t o  t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  o r  they  
may have gone d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  commanding genera l .  These a r e  
e n t i t l e d ,  "Report  of I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  " about a page and a t h i r d  
wi th  a couple of i n c l o s u r e s .  W e  can f i n d  no knowledge o f  
t h i s .  These r e s u l t e d  from a l e t t e r  which the  commanding gen- 
e r a l  had addressed  t o  the br igade  commander providing him a 
copy o f  a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of  Son Tinh 
~ i s t r i c tt o  the  p rov ince  ch ie f  of  Quang Ngai and t e l l i n g  him 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  this matter .  W e  can f i n d  no r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h a t  
l e t t e r  o r  t h e  a t tachment  t o  it, which was t h e  Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  W e  a l s o  know 
that t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  had copies  of some VC propaganda 
which was given to  him by t h e  commanding genera l  o f  t h e  2d 
ARVN Division. m e r e  I s  a l s o  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
another  r e p o r t  prepared  by t h e  b r igade  commander sometime 
around the  end of March o r  1 Apr i l .  A s  w e  understand, it 
could have c o n s i s t e d  of  a s  l i t t l e  a s  three-quar ters  o f  a page. 
None of  these  papers  have we been a b l e  t o  f i n d  i n  t h e  d i v i -  
s i o n  headquarters .  We have copies  of most of  t h e s e ,  and I 
w i l l  show them t o  you. One o f  t h e s e  was supposed t o  have 
been de l ive red  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  " ~ t t n :  Eyes Only of  The Com- 
manding General ,  " i n  a manila envelope, personal ,  eyes only ,  
and t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i n s i d e .  Now, can you shed any l i g h t  
on this p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n ?  You were i n  there. Why is it 
t h a t  t h i s  s it u a t f on obta ined?  

A. I c a n ' t  answer t h a t  s ir .  I know nothing about any 
of those  r e p o r t s  t h a t  you have j u s t  mentioned. I d i d  n o t  see 
any r e p o r t  t h a t  you mentioned e a r l i e r .  The My Lai i n c i d e n t  
was a complete s u r p r i s e  t o  m e ,  because I n e i t h e r  saw anything 
nor d i d  I h e a r  any t a l k  t h e  en t i r e - -  

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  I might say now, one of  t h e  f i r s t  
t h ings  you have t o  do is t o  g e t  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  o u t  of 
your mind, because t h i s  is  the term t h a t  has  been coined by 
t h e  Department of t h e  Army and t h e  newspapers s i n c e  i t  h i t  
t h e  p r e s s  about 4 t o  5 months ago. But a s  f a r  a s  i t  was con-
cerned a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  it happened, it was known p r i m a r i l y  
a s  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e ,  which is t h i s  a rea  you s e e  on t h e  
board.  Generally speaking,  i t  i s  a l i t t l e  less than  t h a t  on 
t h e  w e s t ,  b u t  g e n e r a l l y  t h a t  is t h e  a r e a  of Son My Vi l l age  
which involved a t a s k  f o r c e  by t h e  name o f  Barker,  which con-
ducted t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e r e  s t a r t i n g  on 1 6  March and going 
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f o r  3 o r  4 days. I t ' s  an a r e a  t h a t  some people r e f e r  t o  as  
P i n k v i l l e .  You hear o t h e r  terms such as  Tu Cung, Co Luy, bu t  
My Lai i s  mentioned p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  because on our  U . S .  map the  
name My Lai shows up on some hamlets and subhamlets t h a t  a r e  
n o t  My Lai a t  a l l .  They a c t u a l l y  have o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  names 
as f a r  a s  t h e  r e g i s t e r y  i n  South Vietnam is  concerned. 

A. To t r y  t o  be more s p e c i f i c ,  General PEERS, I d i d  
n o t  see any documents of t h a t  type of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I know 
we had one i n c i d e n t  while I was ch ie f  of s t a f f  i n  which General 
GETTYS wanted inves t iga ted .  I t  was an a l l e g e d  rape dur ing  an 
opera t ion .  I t  was conducted and the  papers came through me 
and up t o  General GETTYS. 

Q- I n  t h a t  i n s t a n c e  d i d  you appoin t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o f f i c e r ?  

A. That ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ,  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  
Then, of course,  a f t e r  it was i n v e s t i g a t e d  and it appeared 
t h a t  it w a s  c o r r e c t ,  then w e  went through the  normal A r t i c l e  
32 procedure, i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  a genera l  c o u r t .  The o f f i c e r ,  
s e rgean t ,  and the  e n l i s t e d  man t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  was brought 
before  a  genera l  cour t .  

Q Was t h i s  t h e  case  t h a t  had s t a r t e d  back i n  June 
sometime? 

A. NO, sir .  This was a case t h a t  had occurred i n  
September when t h e  1st Calvary had moved down from up around 
Tan Khe i n  the  Quang Ngai a r e a  where a regiment of t h e  3d NVA 
was corning i n t o  Quang Ngai. We s h i f t e d  t h i s  squadron t o  g e t  
t h e m  down t h e r e  and it was o u t  of a tank element. The t e r r a i n  
had become mushy, and t h e  tanks had p u l l e d  i n  f o r  the  n igh t  
i n t o  a v i l l a g e  about a mile  nor th  of Quang Ngai. These 3 
r a s c a l s  had go t t en  i n t o  a n a t i v e  house and misbehaved and were 
t r i e d  and court-mart ia led.  So t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process  I 
know went on. 

MR MACCRATE: Where i n  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  
would t h e  documents f o r  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  come t o  r e s t ?  
Would any remain i n  t h e  headquarters?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r  t h a t  d i d  i t ,  
now, b u t  the  i n i t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  r e p o r t  came through our  
G5. I presume t h e  i n i t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  went i n t o  the  deputy 
ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  and t h e r e  should be one copy which went t o  
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t h e  A r t i c l e  32 i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  The A r t i c l e  32 and t h e  
subsequent cour t -mar t ia l  was f i l e d  with t h e  s t a f f  judge advo-
ca te .  

10: . It depends on t h e  w i l l  of the  commander, whether 
he wants t h e  major f i l e  r e t a i n e d  i n  the  JAG o r  t h e  I G  as the 
case may be, wherever it g e t s  s t a r t e d ,  bu t  normally the  J A G ,  
a t  l e a s t ,  maintains  a  complete f i l e  f o r  record purposes.  Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  H e  should.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Colonel T I X I E R ,  I have here one of t h e  papers  t h a t  
I discussed previously.  This has  been entered  i n t o  the  record 
as  Exh ib i t  R-1, dated  2 4  Apr i l .  I wish you would look a t  t h e  
f i r s t  two pages and t e l l  me i f  you have ever  seen o r  heard a-
bout t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  paper? 

(I0 handed Exhibi t  R-1 t o  the  wi tness .  ) 
I a 

Have you seen any of t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 1' 
*-

Q .  Now, t h i s  paper he re  wi th  t h e  at tachments ,  which - LO 

w e  w i l l  t u r n  t o  i n  j u s t  a minute, two copies  of t h i s  w a s  sup-
posed t o  have been de l ive red  t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  

A .  I ' v e  never seen it before.  

Q - Well, it i s n ' t  only whether you have seen it o r  n o t ;  
what I would be hopeful of g e t t i n g  from you, among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  
would be some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  i f  you were given t h e  job of 
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  these  papers ,  where would you look, t o  exp la in  
what happened t o  them, what would you do? 

A. Well, I would f i r s t  s tar t  t o  look i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of 
the  chief  of s t a f f .  Then I would go t o  t h e  G 5  and follow on 
up t o  t h e  S J A  and the  I G  wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  command area .  

Q Suppose you've done a l l  of t h a t ;  what would you do 
next?  

A. I would go then t o  looking f o r  a l l i e d  papers i n  the 
TOC and look a t  t h e i r  records.  
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Q *  Suppose you've done t h a t ?  

A. F a i l i n g  t h a t ,  of course,  I would s t a r t  back with 
t h e  br igade  and t r y  t o  t r a c e  i n d i v i d u a l  by i n d i v i d u a l  i f  pos-
s i b l e ,  where they were d e l i v e r e d ,  t o  whom. 

Q. W e l l ,  we know t h a t  t h i s  g o t  t o  t h e  commanding gen- 
e r a l .  We know t h i s ,  b u t  we c a n ' t  f i n d  any record  of  it nor 
can w e  f i n d  papers.  When you took over ,  I asked you i f  an 
inventory  had been made s o  t h a t  you knew what was under the 
c o n t r o l  of t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  whether t h i s  was 
by an a s s i s t a n t  o r  by t h e  s e c u r i t y  and documents NCO, Sergeant  
LOFTIS I s  job. What d i d  you know him a s ?  

A. I considered him t o  be t h e  ch ie f  c l e r k  a s  f a r  a s  
t h e  he adquar ters  was concerned. 

Q. As I would understand, he p r e t t y  w e l l  managed the 
i n p u t  t o  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  and t o  you, t o  t h e  
commanding genera l  and t h e  ADC I s .  Did he  a l s o  p ick  a l l  of 
these  papers  up i n  t h e  evenings,  o r  d i d  t h e  a i d e  b r i n g  them 
back? How was t h i s  handled? 

A. The deputy c h i e f  of s t a f f  was re spons ib le  f o r  
c leaning  o u t  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  I s  and t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  
boxes. The a i d e s  c l ea red  t h e  A D C ' s ,  and they were a l l  given . 
t o  t h e  ch ie f  c l e r k .  Sergeant LOFTIS, a s  I r e c a l l ,  was no t  
t h e  ch ie f  c l e r k  when I f i r s t  went t h e r e .  There was another  
one, b u t  Sergeant  LOFTIS was t h e r e  whi le  I was t h e r e  and con-
t inued  on. 

a .  You remember a man by t h e  name of  ALVIS? 

A. I can s e e  t h e  man. H e  was r a t h e r  heavy se t ,  6 
f e e t  t a l l .  

Q - W e l l  now, going on from t h a t  p i e c e  of paper ,  t u r n  
back now t o  khe f o u r t h  page? 

(The witness  d i d  a s  requested.  ) 

Would you look a t  t h a t  p i e c e  of  paper? This was 
supposed t o  have been de l ive red  t o  t h e  commanding genera l  by 
t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  
a copy of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  paper was supposed t o  have been 
s e n t  i n  independently by t h e  b r igade  commander, n o t  a p a r t  o f  
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t h i s  r e p o r t .  I t  d i d  fol low along as  attachments t o  t h e  re-
p o r t  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  b u t  i n i t i a l l y ,  it came i n  by i t s e l f ,  
a long w i t h  another  paper which I w i l l  a l s o  show you i n  j u s t  
a minute. So w i l l  you t a k e  a quick look a t  t h a t  one? I 
d o n ' t  t h ink  you have t o  look a t  t h e  f i r s t  page t o o  long,  o t h e r  
than  t o  i d e n t i f y  i t  by appearance. The f i r s t  page i s  very 
broad; t h e  second page you f i n d  ou t  who t h i s  is  o r i e n t e d  to-
wards, and i t  g e t s  down t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c s .  Do you recognize,  
Colonel T I X I E R ,  as having e v e r  seen  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  document 
by i t s e l f ?  

A. No, sir. I have no t .  

Q. I have h e r e  another  i tem,  which has been e n t e r e d  
i n t o  record as  E x h i b i t  M-34. This was made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
commanding genera l .  I have h e r e  as  p a r t  of Exh ib i t  M-36  a 
l e t t e r  which was addressed t o  t h e  province ch ie f  by t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  ch ie f  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  on 11 A p r i l  1968, wi th  copies  
t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  headquar ters  and a l s o  a copy t o  MACV 
Quang Ngai Sec to r .  T h i s ,  along w i t h  a copy of t h e  b a s i c  pro-
paganda which you have j u s t  looked a t ,  was provided t o  the 
commanding genera l  a t  t h a t  t ime. H i s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  commander 
of t h e  l l t h  Brigade w a s  based upon it. Now, I would ask you 
t o  look a t  t h a t  memorandum and s e e  i f  you ever  seen  t h a t  one? Q 

:'D 
r-

(10 handed p a r t  of E x h i b i t  M-36 t o  t h e  wi tness  .) Ln 

Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t ,  e i t h e r  s e p a r a t e l y  o r  as 
p a r t  of another  document? 

A. No, sir. I d i d  n o t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  s e e  a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by t h e  command-
i n g  genera l  of t h e  America1 Divis ion t o  the  l l t h  Brigade com-
mander r e fe renc ing  this and a t t a c h i n g  a copy of it o r  address-
i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. NO, sir .  I d i d  n o t .  

Q. Colonel T I X I E R ,  you were t h e r e  i n  t h e  suppor t  com-
mand along about mid-July, wasn ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q Then you were i n  the  headquarters  o f  t h e  America1 
Divis ion and then  back again  t o  your suppor t  command. For a 
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t o t a l  o f  about 6 months you w e r e  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  During t h a t  
t i m e  d i d  you have an I G  in spec t ion?  

A. m, sir. I d i d  no t .  

CIS I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  where you would 
g e t  it from USARV? 

A. No, sir. I d i d  no t .  I n  f a c t ,  the I G  inspec t ion  
happened j u s t  before  I came i n .  It  seems t o  me l i k e  it was i n  
l a t e  June o r  e a r l y  J u l y  when t h e  d i v i s i o n  had i ts I G  inspec-
t i o n ,  and I d i d  n o t  during t h e  pe r iod  of  t ime t h a t  I was t h e r e ,  
w e  d i d  n o t  have one. 

Q. J u s t  as  a m a t t e r  of  opin ion ,  when you took over 
the support  command, what cond i t ion  w e r e  t h e  f i l e s  i n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I would say  t h a t  i n  t h e  suppor t  command 
headquar ters  t h e  f i l e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  G4 a r e a ,  were 
very good, and t h e  G 3  a r e a  was very good. O f  course ,  a s  
f a r  a s  t h e  S2, t h i s  was a s e c u r i t y  o f f i c e  type  of  t h i n g .  A s  
f a r  as t h e  S1, t h e  f i l e s  were very poor;  S1 had personnel  
problems. W e  had many problems, n o t  only from t h e  l ack  of 
f i l e s ,  b u t  we had a  poor a d j u t a n t  and S1 Sec t ion .  

Q- Did they ever  have a r e t i r e m e n t  o f  some of t h e  
many f i l e s  dur ing  the period you were t h e r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  sir. To t h e  b e s t  of my know- 
ledge ,  no. A t  l e a s t  it wasn ' t  brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  i f  
any of the  f i l e s  were, because I s igned no papers  nor  was it 
c a l l e d  t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q- Now, when you were t h e r e  i n  the d i v i s i o n ,  d i d  you 
e v e r  h e a r  any d i scuss ions ,  comments, s t a t ements ,  o r  rumors o r  
what have you, anything which a l luded  t o  a warrant  o f f i c e r  
making a r e p o r t  through channels t h a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  
by Task Force Barker,  o r  any opera t ion  i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a  
i n  about the middle of March, had r e s u l t e d  i n  some unneces- 
s a r y  k i l l i n g s  of  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you heard of  a conf ron ta t ion  between t h e  a i r  
elements ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  the  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n  
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o r  p a r t s  o f  it, with some of t h e  ground f o r c e s ,  t o  a p o i n t  
where some of  t h e  machineguns were t r a i n e d  on t h e  American 
f o r c e s ?  

A- No, sir. I never heard  of t h a t ,  o r  anything a l -
luding  t o  it, o r  c l o s e  t o  it. 

a- One o f  your b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r s  about t h i s  t ime was 
a cap ta in  by the name o f  MEDINA? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Remember MEDINA? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. I do. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  any comments concerning MEDINA 
having s h o t  a woman? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Where was this suppor t  command l o c a t e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  and t h e  Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ,  the 
123d, loca ted  p r e t t y  much n o r t h  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  
maybe about a mile o r  a mile and a h a l f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  s i t s  on one 
l i t t l e  f i n g e r .  North of t h a t ,  t h e  next  l i t t l e  f i n g e r  was t h e  
suppor t  command, and t h e n ,  of course ,  nor th  of t h a t  and the 
n e x t  l i t t l e  f i n g e r  of l and  t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  was t h e  123d, o u r  
l a r g e  h e l i p o r t .  I was about one-third of a m i l e  from t h e  
headquar ters  a s  t h e  crow f l i e s .  There was a l i t t l e  promontory 
which w e  had t o  go around, about 1.2 m i l e s  by road. 

Q- When you h e r e  t h e r e  d i d  you have any reason a t  a l l  
t o  suspec t  something may have happened of an unusual n a t u r e  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  along about mid-March? 

A.  No, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: I understood you t o  s a y ,  Colonel TIXIER, t h a t  
there had been an I G  i n spec t ion  i n  e i t h e r  l a t e  June o r  Ju ly .  
Were you t o l d  about t h a t ?  

A. I t  came t o  my a t t e n t i o n  through correspondence. I 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember t h a t  t h e  medical b a t t a l i o n ,  which w a s  

(T IXIER)  1 4  APP T-300 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

one of the  b a t t a l i o n s  i n  t h e  support  command, had done ex-
tremely wel l .  Also, i n  about September, I was requi red  t o  
s e t  up a CMMI i n spec t ion  team f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  a t  which t i m e  
I went through a l l  t he  p a s t  records of t h e  I G  i n spec t ion ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  on maintenance. That is  the  main reason it came 
t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q Do you remember anything c r i t i c a l  of the  s i t u a t i o n  
of the  d i v i s i o n  f i l e s  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  records?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. You remember anything being s a i d  a t  t h a t  time a-
bout  what p repara t ion  had been made f o r  t h e  I G  inspect ion?  

A. I r e c a l l  nothing a t  t h e  headquarters  l e v e l .  I know 
t h a t  i n  t h e  support  command t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r  t h a t  re-
mained when I took over  t h e  command spoke of t h e  p repara t ion  
t h a t  had been made f o r  t h i s  I G  i n spec t ion ,  bu t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
on records  and s t u f f ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s .  

Q What was customary i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n  p repar t ion  
f o r  an I G  in spec t ion  so f a r  a s  t h e  records  of t h e  u n i t s  were 
concerned? 

A. I couldn' t say,  M r .  MACCRATE, because t h e  inspec t -
i o n  happened before  I go t  t h e r e ,  and we d i d  no t  have another  
one. I know what I personal ly  would have done i n  a command 
of mine. That is normal. 

Q I would be i n t e r e s t e d  t o  hear  what you regard  as  
normal p repara t ions  f o r  an I G  in spec t ion  with r e s p e c t  t o  re -
cords and f i l e s ?  

A. Well, i f  you g e t  o u t  t h e  b a s i c  r e g u l a t i o n  t h a t  we  
had i n  t h e  Army p e r t a i n i n g  t o  f i l e s ,  how long you keep them, 
how long they a r e  t o  be f i l e d ,  you normally t r y  t o  g e t  them 
a s  nea t  a s  you can and f i l e  them i n  t h e  r i g h t  p lace .  There 
a r e  f i l e s  t h a t  should have been r e t i r e d ,  and t h e r e  a r e  f i l e s  
r e q u i r i n g  an update because they have been resc inded,  be-
cause t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  i s  up. These a r e  t h e  type of th ings  
t h a t  I would look f o r  i n  u n c l a s s i f i e d  f i l e s .  Our c l a s s i f i e d  
f i l e s ,  you would have t o  go a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r .  

Q. And t h e r e  would be a  genera l  c l eans ing  of the  f i l e s  
a t  t h a t  time? 
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A .  I would s a y  t h e r e  would be some c leans ing ,  c e r t a i n -
l y  when f i les  are no longer  r equ i red ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  per- 
sonnel  f i l e s .  You have t o  have a c l eans ing  be fo re  the I G  o f  
personnel  f i l e s .  A t  l e a s t  t h a t  has  been my experience i n  t h e  
Army. They w i l l  always g e t  you f o r  having extraneous m a t t e r  
i n  there. 

Q- And t h e n ,  s o  f a r  a s  r e t i r ement  i s  concerned, t h e  
r e t i r e d  documents would be s e n t  where from t h e  America1 Div- 
i s i o n ?  

A. As I r e c a l l  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  you c u t  
o f f  c e r t a i n  f i l e s  and you r e t a i n  them i n  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  f o r  
a  pe r iod  o f  t ime ,  1 y e a r  o r  2 years  o r  s o .  Then they  would 
go t o  t h e  records  r e p o s i t o r y ,  which I th ink  is i n  Kansas 
C i ty . 
Q. In  response t o  a  ques t ion  by General PEERS, you in-
d ica ted  t h a t  i f  you were looking f o r  copies  of t h i s  r e p o r t ,  
Exh ib i t  R - 1 ,  you would have t o  sea rch  i n  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ' s  
o f f i c e  and tu rn  t o  t h e  G5.  Now, why would you go n e x t  t o  the 
G5 ? 

A.  Well, based upon my experience i n  a d i v i s i o n  i n  
which w e  had i n c i d e n t s ,  a l l e g e d  problems, between t h e  Vietna- 
mese and our s o l d i e r s  t h e  G 5  i s  respons ib le  f o r  c i v i c  a c t i o n  
and f o r  con tac t .  A t  l e a s t  t h a t ' s  t h e  way General GETTYS 
managed the  America1 ~ i v i s i o n  when I was t h e r e .  H e  was t h e  
one t h a t  you might say was t h e  l i a i s o n .  

Q.
Division? 

Who was t h e  G 5  when you a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  ~ m e r i c a l  

A .  Lieutenant  Colonel--I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  r i g h t  now. 

Q-
time? 

Had Colonel ANISTRANSKI l e f t  the d i v i s i o n  by that 

A. H e  must have. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  nor  d i d  I know him. 

Q- Do you remember Colonel HOLTON? 

A.  HOLTON, he was t h e  deputy G 5 ,  and Colonel WETZEL 
rep laced  Colonel--I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name r i g h t  now. 
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I0: W e l l ,  w e  apprec ia te  your coming, Colonel T I X I E R .  
Based upon our  l i n e  of  ques t ioning ,  it i s  conceivable  t h a t  
some of these  th ings  t h a t  happened which w e  stow i n  t h e  back 
of our  minds may i n  f a c t  come t o  t h e  foreground. In  which 
even t  we would apprec ia tz  you g e t t i n g  i n  touch wi th  us.  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you can th ink  of  any documents, d i r e c t i v e s ,  maps, 
photos,  o r  anything of t h i s  na tu re  which could be h e l p f u l  t o  
us ,  we would apprec ia te  hea r ing  about those .  I g i v e  you t h i s  
oppor tuni ty  t o  ask any ques t ions  t h a t  you may l i k e  t o  ask o r  
i f  you would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record .  

Q. No, sir. I have nothing t o  ask and nothing f u r t h e r  
t o  add. 

MR MACCRATE: May I ask ,  Colonel. T I X I E R ,  w e r e  you aware of any 
member of t h e  headquarters  s t a f f  who had t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  
being a s q u i r r e l  of  papers o r  documents. We have found such 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  some places  i n  the  command. We h a v e n ' t  been 
aware of anyone i n  the  headquarters  group t h a t  might f i t  t h a t  
d e s c r i p t i o n .  Was t h e r e  anyone, any of t h e  N C O ' s  o r  anyone i n  
t h e  headquar ters  s t a f f ,  t h a t  might have a c o l l e c t i o n  of docu- 
ments, s e n s i t i v e  documents, keeping them a s  a m a t t e r  of s a f e  
keeping f o r  t h e  headquarters?  

A. I knew of no one, sir. No one o r  no s e c t i o n  came 
t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

10: Before we recessed t h e  hea r ing ,  I would l i k e  t o  
again remind you t h a t  you a r e  n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony 
h e r e  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  any o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h e  in-  
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  before  an 
appropr ia t e  admin i s t r a t ive ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 
Now, t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you may be asked t o  t e s t i f y  
before  one of t h e  Congressional committees i n  which event  i t  
would probably be t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  subcommittee f o r  the House 
Armed Services  Committee, i n  which even t  your presence and 
your testimony w i l l  i n  no way preclude your t e s t i f y i n g  before 
such a body. 

I0: The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t 1417 hours ,  2 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : TREADWELL, Jack L . COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 30 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: Chief of  S t a f f ,  America1 Divis ion,  
28 September 1968 u n t i l  28 March 1969: C 0 , ' l l t h  Brigade 
u n t i l  18 September 1969. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

TREADWELL never heard about an aviator 's  r e p o r t  
concerning t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of women and ch i ld ren  
o r  t h e  s t o r y  of  a conf ron ta t ion  between a i r  and ground 
personnel  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  never heard about Captain MEDINA 
shoo t in s  9-woman (pg. 1 7 ) .  Although he spoke t o  General TOAN 
and Colonel K H I E N  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  they never s a i d  anything 
about c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  (pg. 17) . H e  saw no VC 
propaganda accusing t h e  Americans of k i l l i n g  l a r g e  numbers 
of people (pgs. 19, 20) . 
2 .  SEARCH FOR HENDERSON'S DOCUMENT. 

About 20 Apr i l  1969 DONALDSON t o l d  TREADWELL t h a t  
HENDERSON had asked DONALDSON about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t h a t  HENDERSON had made o f  t h e W P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t "  (pg. 3 ) .  
The wi tness  asked DONALDSON, "What i s  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i nc iden t?"  
(pg. 3 ) .  DONALDSON s a i d ,  "This w a s  an a l l e g e d  massacre 
t h a t  occurred,  t h a t ' s  a l l  I know about it" (pg. 3 ) .  - U n t i l  
t h i s  t i m e  t h e  wi tness  had never heard of  Task Force 'Barker  
(pg. 5 ) .  HENDERSON s a i d  the r e p o r t  was i n  the S3 shop a t  
br igade (pg. 3). .  TREADWELL t o l d  Major J e r r y  WHITE, t h e  S3, 
t o  look f o r  it (pg. 3 ) .  Two days later  WHITE informed 
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TREADWELLt h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  had been found in t h e  S 2 ' s  s a f e  
(pg. 4 ) .  TREADWELL had WHITE send t h e  r e p o r t  t o  DONALDSON 
f o r  forwarding t o  HENDERSON (pg. 4 ) .  T h e  wi tness  never saw 
the  r e p o r t  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  know whether t h e  document 
i t s e l f  o r  a copy of it was s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n  (pg. 4 )  . 
He d i d  no t  know who handled it a f t e r  he gave t h e  o rde r  t o  
WHITE (pg. 5 ) .  Two days a f t e r  g iv ing  WHITE t h i s  o rde r  
DONALDSON informed TREADWELL t h a t  t h e  document had been 
received (pgs. 6 ,  8) . The wi tness  heard no more about i t  
(pgs. 6 ,  7 ) .  Nei ther  Colonel WHITAKER nor Colonel HOWARD 
asked him about t h i s  r e p o r t  o r  anything else connected with  
t he  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs,  8, 9 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  know of  any 
"Eyes Only" r e p o r t s  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which were maintained 
ou t s ide  t h e  normal f i l i n g  system (pg. 2 0 )  . 
3. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Workings of t h e  s t a f f .  

TREADWELL he ld  a d a i l y  b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  s t a f f  
p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  morning b r i e f i n g  with  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
(pg. 1 0 ) .  He would go over what had been done and what 

was being worked on a t  t h a t  t ime (pg. 1 0 ) .  There was no 
c e n t r a l  r epos i to ry  f o r  a l l  of  t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  was taken 
(pg. 1 0 ) .  A l l  papers t h a t  t he  genera l  o r  s p e c i a l  s t a f f s  
f e l t  t h a t  TREADWELL had t o  a c t  on were logged i n  and logged 
o u t  (pg. 1 0 ) .  The rou t ing  o f  a paper through t h e  hu i ld ing  
was descr ibed (pgs . 11-13) . 

b . Document inventory.  

An inventory of  documents was made i n  p repa ra t ion  
f o r  t he  USARV I G  i n spec t ion  which was t o  be i n  January of  
1 9 6 9  (pg. 13) . TREADWELL could no t  r e c a l l  i f  a  record was 
maintained of t h e  documents which were dest royed o r  r ek i r ed  
a t  t h i s  t i m e  (pg. 1 3 ) .  Such a  record would have been given 
t o  t h e  t op  s e c r e t  c o n t r o l  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  AG s e c t i o n  (pg. 1 3 ) .  

c.  Safe  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e .  

There was a f i e l d  s a f e  i n  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i c e  (pgs. 13,  1 4 ) .  However, t h e  wi tness  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  
GETTYS eve r  us ing it (pg. 1 4 )  . The s a f e  w a s  removed be- 
cause GETTYS d i d  no t  use  it (pg. 1 4 ) .  TREADWELL d i d  no t  know 
i f  an inventory was made of t h e  s a f e  a t  t h e  time of i t s  
removal (pg. 15) . 
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d .  Non-reporting of  an incident .by KOSTER. 

TREADWELL r e c a l l e d  an i n c i d e n t  i n  which t h e  d i v i s i o n  
h i s t o r i a n  had discovered an a c t i o n  r e p o r t  i n  which a b a t t a l i o n  
had gone i n  t o  r e l i e v e  a s p e c i a l  fo rces  camp and had been 
s h o t  up q u i t e  badly (pg. 15.). This w a s  t h e  Kham Duc a f f a i r  
(pg. 1 6 ) .  The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had been t o l d  t h a t  
General KOSTER d i d  no t  want t h i s  r e p o r t  forwarded t o  
USARV because it made t h e  d i v i s i o n  look bad (pgs. 15,  1 6 ) .  
TREADWELL took t h e  paper t o  GETTYS and recommended t h a t  it 
be forwarded t o  USARV (pg. 16) . GETTYS agreed (pg. 16) . 

e .  Assessment o f  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

TREADWELL was unhappy with  t h e  performance o f  t he  
d i s t r i c t  ch i e f  i n  Duc Pho Dis t r ic t  because t h e  man d i d  no t  
f i l l  TREADWELL'S conception of t h e  role (pg. 1 7 ) .  A new 
advisor  was ob ta ined  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch i e f  d i d  more of  what 
TREADWELL f e l t  he should be doing (pg. 1 7 ) .  
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EXHIBITS  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 


L a y o u t  of A m e r i c a 1  . w i t  recognized as 

0-7 Command B u i l d i n s  b u i l d i n g  s e t  up. 11' 


T r u e  c o p y  of W i t  had never seen  
R 1 H E N D E R S ~ N  s report VC propaganda leaf- XI 

l e t .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1402 hours ,  30 January 
1970.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons are p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i tness  is  Colonel Jack L. TREADWELL. 

(cOL TREADWELL w a s  c a l l e d  and sworn and t e s t i f i e d  
as fol lows:)  

Q- Colonel TREADWELL, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
s ta te  your f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, organi-
z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Jack L. TREADWELL, Colonel,  , Head-
q u a r t e r s ,  4th Army. 

Q Thank you, s ir .  

10: Colonel TREADWELL, have you r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
(Exhib i t  M-57) ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s  concerning them? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q On my l e f t ,  Colonel TREADWELL, i s  M r .  Robert 
MACCRATE, M r .  MACCRATE i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has volun-
t e e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Sec re t a ry  RESOR t o  assist us i n  t h i s  
i n q u i r y ,  and he a l s o  provides  l e g a l  counse l  t o  m e  and o t h e r  
members of  t h e  i n q u i r y  team. 

On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel ARMSTRONG who has  been 
ass igned  t o  t h e  i n q u i r y  by General WESTMORELAND as an a s s i s -
t a n t  on t h e  team. 

Besides  t h i s  group w e  have o t h e r  groups t h a t  a r e  
l i kewise  t a k i n g  test imony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  A s  you 
w e l l  know, it w i l l  be my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  
r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh t h e  evidence and t o  determine t h e  f a c t s  
f ind ings  and recommendations. Do you have any ques t ions?  
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A. No, -sir. 

Q Colonel TREADWELL, would you i n d i c a t e  your duty
assignments wi th  t h e  Americal Divis ion when you joined the  
d i v i s i o n ,  any change of assignments you may have had and 
t h e  te rminat ion  of your s e r v i c e s  with t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. I joined t h e  America1 Divis ion on 28 
September 1968, a t  which time I was asslgned as  ch ief  of 
s t a f f .  I was c h i e f  of s t a f f  u n t i l  28 March 1969, a t  which 
time I was ass igned as  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  l l t h  B r i -
gade. I commanded t h e  l l t h  Brigade from 28 March 1969 u n t i l  
1 8  September 1969, a t  which time I l e f t  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q - U n t i l  18 September? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q I t a k e  it you were replaced  by Colonel HOFFMAN? 

A. I was replaced  by HOFFMAN, yes ,  s ir .  

Q Am I c o r r e c t  than  when you departed as  the  ch ie f  
of s t a f f ,  Colonel DONALDSON, who had previous ly  commanded t h e  
br igade  then  became t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Back and f o r t h ?  

A. W e  switched jobs.  

Q Colonel TREADWELL, t h e  so-ca l led  My Lai i n c i d e n t  
of 16 March 1968 became a mat ter  of pub l i c  knowledge 4 t o  5 
months ago, i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of September o r  t h e  f i r s t  
p a r t  of October 1969. Since t h a t  t ime, have you had any 
d i scuss ions  wi th  anybody from t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  o r  
from wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  who may have been a s s o c i a t e d  with 
t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  of the  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. S ince  4 o r  5 months ago? 

Q. S ince ,  l e t ' s  say ,  1 October 1969? 
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A. I have t a lked  b r i e f l y  w i t h  General GETTYS, who 
w a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander during t h e  time I was t h e r e ,  about 
it. I knew o r  know Captain MEDINA.  Captain MEDINA was 
assigned i n  t h e  G 3  s e c t i o n  when I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  i n  September; 
he was t h e  b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r .  I of course saw h i m  on t e l e -
v i s ion .  General GETTYS i s  t h e  only one t h a t  I can r e c a l l  
t h a t  I d iscussed  t h i s  w i t h ,  I ' m  s u r e  s i n c e  t h a t  time. I f  I 
could go back p r i o r  t o  1 October--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Cer ta in ly .  

A. On o r  about 20 Apr i l  1969, DONALDSON, who was 
then  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  c a l l e d  me and said-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  20 Apr i l?  

A. About 20 A p r i l ,  yes  sir.  I t  was roughly 3 weeks 
a f t e r  I took command of t h e  br igade .  He c a l l e d  me one mor- 
ning and s a i d  t h a t  he had g o t t e n  a c a l l  from Colonel HENDERSON 
who w a s  asking him about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  he caused t o  
be made of t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t .  I asked Colonel DONALDSON 
"What i s  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  inc iden t?"  This  was t h e  f i r s t  I had 
heard of it. He s a i d  "This was an a l l e g e d  massacre t h a t  oc-
curred ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  I know about it." Colonel HENDERSON 
had t o l d  Colonel DONALDSON t h a t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of h i s  knowledge 
t h i s  informal  inves t iga t ion- - tha t  I s  t h e  word he used--was 
l e f t  i n  t h e  S 3  shop a t  t h e  br igade .  

A. This i s  what he t o l d  me. I s a i d ,  "Well, John, t o  
my knowledge it i s n ' t  t h e r e ,  b u t  we '11 t a k e  a look and see .  " 
So I t o l d  t h e  S3 who i s  a Major J e r r y  WHITE, I s a i d ,  " Je r ry ,  
check around t h e  53 shop and see  i f  you can f i n d  an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  concerning t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t . "  I s a i d ,  "Do you 
know what the  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t  was?" He s a i d  "No," and I 
d i d n ' t  e i t h e r  and I r e l a t e d  t o  him what Colonel DONALDSON 
t o l d  me. 

Q - A t  t h a t  t ime, d i d  t h e  word P i n k v i l l e  mean any-
t h i n g  t o  you as f a r  a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  Because my br igade  never  operated i n  
t h e  area.. I ' m  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  a r e a ,  I know exac t ly  where 
it is.  
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Q - You never  r e f e r r e d  t o  it o r  your people a t  t h a t  
time d i d n ' t  r e f e r  t o  it a s  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A.  No, sir. Of course My Lai ,  I never heard the  My 
L a i  terminology come o u t  u n t i l  t h i s  was made p u b l i c  on t e l e -
v i s ion .  I t o l d  J e r r y  WHITE t o  check and s e e  i f  t h i s  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion  was t h e r e ,  We were having p r e t t y  heavy con tac t  during 
t h i s  t ime, and w e  were busy. About 2 days l a t e r  Major WHITE 
t o l d  me, " S i r ,  w e  found t h i s  r e p o r t . "  He s a i d ,  " I t  w a s  i n  
t h e  S2 ' s  s a f e . "  I s a i d ,  "Okay, send it up t o  t h e  ch ie f  of 
s t a f f  of d i v i s i o n  and he w i l l  g e t  it t o  Colonel HENDERSON.'' 
I personal ly  never  saw it, I d i d n ' t  read it, I d i d n ' t  s e e  it 
b u t  it was s e n t .  I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  it b u t  I assumed it 
was s e n t  by the l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  We had a Lieutenant  BROWN 
who was t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  with the  d i v i s i o n .  He i s  a 
Negro o f f i c e r  and he came back and f o r t h  between d i v i s i o n  
and br igade  each day. This was t h e  normal way of sending 
th ings  t o  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  we wanted t o  g e t  t h e r e  r a t h e r  quickly  
and make v iv id .  

Q. This i s  one paper we have been t r y i n g  t o  t r a c k  
down. I t ' s  good perhaps t h a t  it i s  brought up a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u -  
l a r  t i m e .  Do you know where it was found i n  t h e  S2 shop? 

A. I t  w a s  i n  t h e  s a f e  t h a t  t h e  S2 maintains .  This 
is what I was t o l d  by Major WHITE, t h a t  it was i n  t h e  S2 
s a f e  i n  t h e  b r igade  headquarters. .  Major COX, Russel COX was 
t h e  S2 a t  t h e  t ime and I b e l i e v e  h e ' s  a t  F o r t  Bragg. He's 
back i n  the  S t a t e s .  

Q- We've t a l k e d  t o  Major COX. 

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  you had. ' 

Q- One p o i n t , .  and I ' m  s u r e  M r .  MACCRATE w i l l  want t o  
car ry  t h i s  on somewhat f u r t h e r ,  d i d  you s6e  t h e  document? 

A.  No, sir, I d i d  n o t  s e e  it. 

Q- Do you know whether t h e  document i t s e l f  o r  a copy
of the  document was s e n t  forward t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I do n o t  know, no, sir. 

Q 

in 
Ln 
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Q. D o  you know who handled t h e  document a f t e r  Major 
WHITE had t o l d  you t h a t  they had found a copy of i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  A s  I s a y ,  I assume t h a t ,  be-
cause our  normal way of g e t t i n g  th ings  t o  d i v i s i o n  was f o r  
Lieu tenant  BROWN t o  come down as he d i d  each morning. He 
g o t  down around 1000 and then  h e ' d  go back about 1500, and 
then  he would go back on t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  h e l i c o p t e r .  I 
assume, b u t  I could n o t  swear t o  t h a t .  Have you t a l k e d  t o  
Major WHITE? 

Q. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we have t a l k e d  t o  Major WHITE. 

MR MACCRATE: You s a i d  J e r r y  WHITE, do you r e c a l l  h i s  f i r s t  
name? 

A. J e r r y .  J-E-R-R-Y and t h a t  does n o t  come from 
erem mi ah. I ' m  s u r e  i t ' s  J e r r y  WHITE. H e ' s  a s t u d e n t ,  w e l l ,  
s t a r t i n g  next  month a t  t h e  Armed Forces S t a f f  Col lege.  I 
have n o t  seen  him s i n c e  he came back, he was due back around 
1 2  December. 

I0: Do you r e c a l l  who your execu t ive  o f f i c e r  was a t  
t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  Colonel Godfrey CROWE. 

Q - Did he  have anything t o  do. w i t h  t h e  handl ing? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, because I g o t  t h i s  c a l l  j u s t  
as w e  were g e t t i n g  ready t o  g e t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  from Colo- 
n e l  DONALDSON. So I j u s t  passed it on t o  Major WHITE. I 
s a i d ,  "Check around your S3 shop and s e e  i f  you can f i n d  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  " 

Q. Before t h a t  t i m e ,  had you o r  anybody e l s e  i n  t h e  
b r igade  r ece ived  q u e r i e s  from d i v i s i o n  for  documents r e l a t i n g  
t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  I had never  heard  of  Task Force Barker 
u n t i l  t h i s  came o u t .  

MR MACCRATE: Are you q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  it was i n  A p r i l  and 
n o t  i n  May? 

5 APP T--276 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I t  could  have been i n  May, I ' m  no t  s u r e  of t h e  
d a t e .  I s a i d  about  20 A p r i l  because,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h i s  i s  
some 3 weeks a f t e r ,  I t  could have been a month o r  more than  
a month, it would have been 5 weeks .  A s  I say w e  had q u i t e  
heavy c o n t a c t s  going on a t  t h a t  t ime,  I was busy. 

Q I recognize  t h i s  i s  t e r r i b l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p u l l  
o u t ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  h e r e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  two 
communications s e p a r a t e d  by about one months t i m e .  W e  are 
very anxious t o  determine whether o r  n o t  we have s o r t  o f  
l o s t  a b e a t  h e r e ?  

A. Well,  I wish t h a t  I could p i n  it down more c l o s e l y  
b u t  I c a n ' t .  T h a t ' s  a s  c l o s e  a s  I can p i n  it down t o  a da te .  
Now Major W I T E  k e p t  very copious notes  of what happened. 
H e  was wi th  me a l l  day, every day,  a s  my S 3  and he k e p t  very 
copious no tes .  H e  k e p t  a notebook t h a t  he had p r a c t i c a l l y  
f u l l  when I l e f t  and he was s t i l l  t h e r e  when I l e f t .  H e  
could poss ib ly  t i e  it down t o  a d a t e  more c l o s e l y  than  I have. 
I t  was approximately 3 weeks a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and 
t h a t ' s  why I s a i d  about 3 weeks because I took ove r  28 March 
and t h i s  was about 3 weeks l a t e r .  

10: Is h e  a l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l  today o r  major? 

A.  Major. 

MR MACCRATE: Did you a t  any t i m e  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h i s  r e p o r t  
t a l k  f u r t h e r  wi th  Colonel DONALDSON about i t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  I d i d .  It  was 2 days a f t e r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
I had t o l d  Major WHITE about it. He t o l d  me t h a t  it had been 
found i n  t h e  S2 s a f e  and t h a t ' s  when I t o l d  him t o  send it 
up t o  d i v i s i o n .  I t  was some 2 days l a t e r  I had an occas ion  
t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel DONALDSON on t h e  phone and I j u s t  remarked 
I s a i d ,  " I n c i d e n t a l l y  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was found and was 
s e n t  t o  you,"  and he s a i d  "Yes, we got  i t . "  And t h a t ' s  a l l  
t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  o r  a l l  t h a t  was s a i d .  

Q 0 D i d  you have any subsequent d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  any-
one a t  d i v i s i o n  or  b r igade?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Nothing about o t h e r  copies  of t h e  r e p o r t ?  
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A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  d i scuss  it wi th  anyone. Not 
t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  I s h o u l d n ' t ,  i t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  when he men-
t ioned  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t ,  as  I s a i d ,  I had never heard 
of it. Task Force Barker wasn ' t  mentioned and I d i d n ' t  read 
t h e  r e p o r t ,  I d i d n ' t  even s e e  t h e  r e p o r t .  Major WHITE s a i d  
it was found i n  t h e  S2 s a f e  and was s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n .  That 
was t h e  l a s t  t h a t  was discussed.  

10: Do you remember any s t r a n g e  comments he may have 

made a t  t h a t  time? 


A. Who, s i r ?  

a - Major WHITE, about t h e  r e p o r t  be ing  found i n  an 
odd form o r  an odd p lace  o r  something of t h i s  na tu re?  

A. No, sir.  H e  s a i d  he  had found it and it had been 

i n  t h e  S2 s a f e .  He'd looked o r  had h i s  s e r g e a n t  major look. 

H e  had a Major HEMIZER (phonet ic)  who worked f o r  him and 

they looked around. He had t o l d  me, I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  

next  day, t h a t  they c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  it and I s a i d ,  "Well, keep 

looking and it may show up." The fol lowing day, which was 

two days l a t e r ,  he s a i d  it was i n  t h e  S2 s a f e .  He d i d n ' t  
say what form o r  whether it was an o r i g i n a l  copy o r  what, and 
I d i d n ' t  ask him. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  document the re -  
a f t e r  be ing  re turned  t o  t h e  br igade?  

A. No, sir.  I ' m  h e s i t a t i n g  he re .  I s t a r t e d  t o ' s a y  

I ' m  s u r e  it wasn ' t  re turned  o r  I would have been t o l d  about 

it. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  p o s i t i v e l y ,  b u t  I can say p o s i t i v e l y  I 

heard no more about it. 


Q - Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  r a t h e r  than  send 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  document t h a t  was found, t h a t  a t r u e  copy was 
made and t h e  t r u e  copy was s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e r e  was nothing s a i d  t o  me about t h a t .  

A l l  t h a t  I was t o l d  was t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  had been found and I 

s a i d ,  "Okay, send i t  up t o  d i v i s i o n  t o  Colonel DONALDSON, 

ch ief  of s t a f f  and he w i l l  t ake  c a r e  of i t . "  


'10: You d i d  i n d i c a t e  t o  send it t o  Colonel DONALDSON? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Did he say  he  rece ived  it o r  something? 

A.  He s a i d ,  "We've rece ived  it", as  I r e c a l l  what 
he  s a i d .  A s  I say ,  we were t a l k i n g  about another  s u b j e c t  
and I s a i d  " I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  we d i d  f i n d  t h e  r e p o r t  you c a l l e d  
about and we d i d  send i t , "  and as I r e c a l l  he s a i d  "We d i d  
rece ive  it. " 

Q. Well, t h e  unique t h i n g  i s  t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  you a t  
t h a t  time t h i s  was j u s t  another  inc iden t .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  had 
t h e  magnitude o r  g r a v i t y  of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  been known a t  t h e  
t ime, many th ings  would have been handled d i f f e r e n t l y .  

A.  I assure  you I would have read it and seen t h a t  it 
would have go t t en  t h e r e .  A s  I say ,  and you have expressed 
it e x p l i c i t l y ,  it was something t h a t  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  was neces-
s a r y  and important .  I f  I had known the  s e v e r i t y  of it, I 
would have taken a c t i o n  and done something personal ly .  A s  
I s a i d ,  we d id  have a heavy con tac t  t h a t  morning and I was 
o u t  from e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning t o  l a t e  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  

Q. Along about t h a t  t ime,  Colonel TREADWELL, o r  be- 
f o r e  t h a t  perhaps, d i d  you hea r  of a Colonel WHITAKER t h a t  
was up f r ~ mUSARV headquarters  t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion? 
Did he come down t o  s e e  you o r  d id  anybody come down t o  s e e  
you about a month before  then t o  s o r t  of look f o r  documents? 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Maybe even Colonel HOWARD? 

A. K i m  HOWARD was down t h e r e  q u i t e  o f t e n .  W e  were 
having some problems i n  one company where two of t h e  s o l d i e r s  
were accusing t h e  o f f i c e r  of r ace  d iscr iminat ion .  I knew 
Colonel HOWARD very we l l  and he was down t h e r e  q u i t e  o f t e n  
on t h i s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  , P i n k v i l l e ,  My Lai was never inentioned 
t o  me except  t h i s  one time Colonel DONALDSON c a l l e d  about 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t  was never mentioned as  long as  I was 
ch ie f  of s t a f f .  I t  never came up, I never heard the s u b j e c t  
mentioned, the  i n c i d e n t  o r  anything e l s e .  Of course,  i n  t h e  
evenings,  I was with General COOKSEY and General GETTYS 7 
days a week and it was never mentioned. I j u s t  never heard 
of  it. 

Q 
,-.Drn 
LD 
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Q The reason t h a t  I asked about Colonel WHITAKER, 
we know t h a t  Colonel WHITAKER had come up from Long Binh 
about t h e  middle of Apr i l  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  some d a t a  on Task 
Force Barker and t h e i r  ?pera t ions  and s o  on. The i n d i c a t i o n  
seems t o  be t h a t  one way o r  another  they had asked t h e  b r i -
gade t o  check t o  s e e  i f  they had any background concerning 
Task Force Barker. 

Q- To answer you ques t ion ,  no. I d i d n ' t  s e e  him, 
and i n  t a l k i n g  t o  General GETTYS yes terday ,  he mentioned 
t h a t ,  and I asked him, I s a i d ,  "General, d i d  you ever  hear  
of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  before  you go t  back t o  the  s t a t e s ? "  He 
s a i d  it was e i t h e r  l a t e  Apr i l  o r  e a r l y  May, he d i d n ' t  remem-
b e r  t h e  d a t e ,  a co lone l ,  he d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name, I ' m  s u r e  
came up from t h e  USARV I G  and personal ly  asked him i f  he 
knew anything about it. 

Q- Well, t h i s  i s  ind ica ted .  M r .  MACCRATE has been 
fol lowing t h i s  with complete cooperat ion of Colonel WHITAKER, 
t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  exac t ly  what happened s o  t h a t  we can 
g e t  a l l  t he  background on t h e  documents w e  have assembled, 
and s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h i s  one paper,  s i n c e  it i s  somewhat an 
important  paper,  From our p o i n t  of view, the  t h i n g  t h a t  
makes it s o  d i f f i c u l t ,  and I must admit t h i s  t o  you, p r a c t i -
c a l l y  from t h e  beginning, i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  the  America1 
Divis ion and i n  t h e  br igade ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  with r e spec t  t o  
previous records  and r e p o r t s  and a l l  of t h e s e  th ings  is  t h a t  
one might say t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a dear th  of it b u t  another  way 
t o  expla in .  it would be almost an abso lu te  lack  of it. So 
t h i s  r e p o r t ,  f o r  example, we know was made ou t  b u t  n o t  i n  
one copy and i t ' s  o r i g i n a l  form, b u t  it d i d  i n  f a c t  g e t  t o  
d i v i s i o n  b u t  we can f i n d  no record  whatsoever of it i n  
d i v i s i o n .  

A. Well, I ' m  s u r e  you have quest ioned General 
DONALDSON. But a s  I say,  I have no t  seen ,  I have no t  w r i t t e n ,  
I have no t  conversed with General DONALDSON s i n c e  I saw him 
t h e  day I l e f t ,  t h e  10th of September. But I h a v e n ' t  seen 
him o r  t a l k e d  t o  him a t  a l l  s i n c e  the  i n c i d e n t  became known. 
A s  I have s t a t e d ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  way I r e c a l l  the  conversa t ion ,  
what we s a i d  about it. 

Q- When you were chief  of s t a f f ,  d i d  you succeed 
Colonel TIXIER? 
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A. Colonel T I X I E R ,  yes ,  sir.  

Q - I t h i n k  it would be w e l l  f o r  us f o r  you t o  de- 
s c r i b e  how papers  were handled wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  
Who routed papers t o  t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  who provided the  
papers t o  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  and was re spons ib le  f o r  t h e  i n  
and o u t  baske t s ,  who secured t h e  papers and s o  on, wi th in  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  a t  t h e  time you were t h e r e  and as  it 
w a s  when you took over? 

A. A l o t  of our  bus iness ,  as  I ' m  s u r e  you a r e  aware, 
w a s  t r ansmi t t ed  by TWX. TWX would come i n ,  t h e  AG s e c t i o n  
routed  it t o  t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n  t h a t  had t h e  a c t i o n  on it. 
I had a meeting w i t h  t h e  genera l  s t a f f  each morning be fo re  
t h e i r  b r i e f i n g  wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander and we'd go over  
what a c t i o n  they  had taken and what a c t i o n  they were working 
on during the  previous 2 4  hour per iod.  Major HALLMAN, who 
was my deputy of t h e  s t a f f  o r  Secre tary  of the  genera l  s t a f f ,  
kep t  notes  of t h e  a c t i o n s  and who had them and what t h e  ac-
t i o n s  were. Some were n a t u r a l l y  terminated i n  a r a t h e r  s h o r t  
per iod  of time and o t h e r s  took longer .  Then he kep t  a record 
i n  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  genera l  s t a f f  ' s  o f f i c e ,  of t h e  ac-
t i o n s .  What a c t i o n s  had been taken was f i l e d  and kept  i n  
t h e  genera l  s t a f f  s e c t i o n  o r  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  s e c t i o n  t h a t  took 
t h e  a c t i o n  on it. There was no c e n t r a l  r epos i to ry  f o r  a l l  
of  t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  was taken.  

Q - Well, w i t h i n  t h e  headquar ters ,  t he  command bu i l -  
d ing  way, where you were l o c a t e d ,  who c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  papers 
t h e r e ?  Suppose papers  were t o  be r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e r e .  Were 
they logged i n  and logged ou t?  

A.  Yes, sir, . they  were logged i n  and logged o u t  i n  
t h e  s e c t i o n  of t h e  o f f i c e  which i s  ndjacent  t o  my o f f i c e .  

Q. What category of  papers were logged i n  and logged 
o u t ,  a l l  papers? 

A.  A l l  papers  t h a t  came t o  me were logged i n  and 
were logged ou t .  A l l  papers w i t h i n  t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n  d i d n ' t  
come t o  me, b u t  those  t h a t  we d iscussed ,  t h a t  the genera l  
s t a f f  o r  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  f e l t  t h a t  I had t o  a c t  on,  were log-
ged i n  and logged out .  
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Q- W e  had a young chap h e r e  t h e  o t h e r  day who had 
been one of  t h e  a i d e s .  H e  drew f o r  us a s k e t c h  of t he  way 
he  remembered t h e  o f f i c s  s e t u p .  You n o t i c e  t h e  names have 
changed a l i t t l e  b i t . .  , 

(Witness looks  a t  E x h i b i t  0-7, drawing of t h e  
command b u i l d i n g .  ) 

This  i s  e x a c t l y  r i g h t ,  t h e  l a y o u t .  

Q *  Using t h i s ,  and w e  have t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
gene ra l  s t a f f ,  who seems t o  be  one of  t h e  key i n d i v i d u a l s .  
Suppose a paper  came i n t o  you, f o r  example, l e t ' s  say it 
w a s  a r e p o r t ,  a long  t h e  l i n e s  we have t a l k e d  about. .  How 
would t h i s  come i n t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  Who would it go t o  
i n i t i a l l y ?  How would it be  handled? 

A.  I t  would come i n  t h i s  door r i g h t  h e r e  ( r e f e r r i n g  
t o  s k e t c h ) .  I t  would come i n  from t h e  AG message c e n t e r ,  o r  
t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  something l i k e  t h i s ,  it 
went t o  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  c l e r k .  H e  would b r i n g  it i n  
r i g h t  h e r e .  There w a s  a Se rgean t  LOFTIS, who i s  t h e  admin-
i s t r a t i v e  NCO who s a t  r i g h t  h e r e  a t  t h i s  desk.  H e  logged 
t h e  t h i n g s  i n  and logged them o u t .  The t h i n g s  t h a t  he w a s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a r e f u l  of were c l a s s i f i e d  documents. I t  would 
be  l e f t  r i g h t  t h e r e  w i th  Se rgean t  LOFTIS. Then Major HALLMAN 
who w a s  my deputy c h i e f  of  s t a f f  i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  r i g h t  here--  
t h i s  shows Major BEASLEY which is  probably c o r r e c t  a t  t h e  
t ime which was b e f o r e  my t i m e ,  h i s  o f f i c e  was r i g h t  t h e r e  
and Sergeant  LOFTIS would b r i n g  them i n t o  him. Then some 
t h i n g s  he would a c t  on and o t h e r  t h i n g s  he  would b r i n g  them 
i n  and p u t  them i n  my b a s k e t  h e r e ;  it shows Colonel  PARSON 
who w a s  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Now suppose you f e l t  it should  go t o ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  
t o  General  GETTYS. How does t h i s  happen? 

A .  I f  I determine t h a t  it went t o  General  GETTYS, I 
would s o  mark on t h e  paper  and e i t h e r  I would t a k e  it i n  o r  
Major HALLMAN would t a k e  it i n .  Normally I took it i n .  
That  was u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  morning o r  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e rnoon  
because he  was always gone du r ing  t h e  day. 

Q. Now suppose he l e f t  it i n  h i s  h o l d  box,  what 
happens then?  
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A. Sergeant  LOFTIS, who was t h e  s e c u r i t y  NCO f o r  t h e  
bu i ld ing ,  each evening a f t e r  t h e  genera l  l e f t ,  we had t h e  
evening b r i e f i n g  a t  1700 and then we came back t o  h i s  o f f i c e  
f o r  a s p e c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  which normally l a s t e d  
about 15 o r  20 minutes. Then ' i f  t h e r e  was nothing hanging, 
he would leave  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  a t  which time Sergeant  LOFTIS 
o r  Major HALLMAN would c l e a r  h i s  basket  and t a k e  it and p u t  
it i n  t h e  s a f e  which was kept  here.  

MR MACCRATE: Where was t h e  s a f e ?  

A. Right i n  t h i s  room here .  

I0 : Not i n  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  room i t s e l f - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  s o r r y ,  t h e  s a f e s ,  t h e r e  were 
two of them t h a t  were kept  r i g h t  he re  i n  t h i s  corner .  But 
Sergeant  LOFTIS w a s  t h e  one. He and Major HALLMAN were t h e  
only two t h a t  had t h e  combination. I n  f a c t ,  I d i d n ' t  have 
t h e  combination. I could have, bu t  I d i d n ' t .  They were t h e  
only ones with t h e  combination t o  t h e s e  two s a f e s  r i g h t  here .  
O f  course i n  t h e  r e p o r t  i n  ques t ion  he re ,  I c a n ' t  say how 
t h a t  would have been handled. I d o n ' t  know i f  Colonel 
DONALDSON changed t h e  modus operandi ,  b u t  I would say during 
my time, t h a t  i s  t h e  way it would have been handled. 

Q We understand t h a t  when t h i s  r e p o r t  came i n ,  it 
came i n  t o  t h e  "commanding General ,  Eyes Only." 

A. When it came i n t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

Q To t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  s o  marked on t h e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  
envelope. I understand, of course ,  t h a t  would be q u i t e  nor-
m a l ,  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  on t h e  i n s i d e  of t h e  envelope? 

A. I c a n ' t  say because,  a s  I say ,  I d i d  n o t  see it. 
I i n s t r u c t e d  Major WHITE, t h e  S3, t o  have it s e n t  t o  Colonel 
DONALDSON the chief of s t a f f .  

MR MACCRATE: General PEERS i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
de l ive ry .  

A. I ' m  sorry, I thought you were t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  
one. 
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10: W e l l ,  i n  t h a t  even t  it would probably be noted 
on t h e  l o g  and then  probably d e l i v e r e d  t o  you o r  t h e  s ec re -
tary of  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a f f  of  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of s t a f f  
for t h i s  p roces s ing  goi?g on i n t o  t h e  General ,  General  
GETTYS a t  t h e  t i m e .  I would imagine-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  i s  t h e  way it would have been 
done d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  I w a s  t h e r e .  I f  it had f o r  t h e  eyes  of  
t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  o n l y ,  t hen  I would have taken  it i n  
t o  him and n o t  opened it. But I d o n ' t  know how t h i s  was 
addressed  when I was c a l l e d  about  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  y e s .  Well,  I ' m  g e t t i n g  back t o  sometime 
a long  about t h e  end of  A p r i l  1 9 6 8  w i th  t h e  o r i g i n a l  paper .  
What w e  a r e  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  n o t  on ly  where t h i s  
paper  went b u t  what happened t o  t h e  pape r ,  and I t h i n k  I 
w o u l d - l i k e  t o  make t h e  nex t  q u e s t i o n  whether  o r  n o t  dur ing  
t h e  t i m e  you were c h i e f  of  s t a f f  t h e r e  had been an inven to ry  
of documents made, a sea rch  through t h e  r e c o r d s ,  s o  t o  speak.  

A. There was an inven to ry  made and t h e  reason  it 
w a s  made, was t h a t  w e  were be ing  suspec t ed  by t h e  USARV I G  
team. This  would have been about  t h e  f irst  o r  second week 
i n  January a s  I r e c a l l  t h a t  an inven to ry  of a l l  t h e  documents 
w a s  made. 

A. J anua ry ,  t h a t  would be-- 

MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  1 9 6 9 .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i n  making t h i s  i nven to ry  o r  what 
e v e r  was going t o  be  done was t h e r e  any r e c o r d  mainta ined o f  
t h e  documents which were des t royed  o r  t h e  documents which 
w e r e  r e t i r e d  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I could  n o t  s a y  under o a t h  t h a t  
t h e r e  was. I would have t o  s ay  I assumed t h e r e  was. The 
t o p  s e c r e t  c o n t r o l  o f f i c e r  who was i n  t h e  AG s e c t i o n  would 
have been g iven  t h i s  l i s t  by Sergeant  LOFTIS who is  ou r  
s e c u r i t y  NCO, t h o s e  t h a t  should  be r e t i r e d  and t h o s e  t h a t  
should  be k e p t  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  i nven to ry .  

Q - During your  t ime w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was t h e r e  e v e r  
a s e p a r a t e  s a f e  main ta ined  back i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e ?  
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A. ' There was a f i e l d  s a f e  i n  t h e r e .  A s  I r e c a l l  
General GETTYS never  used it. He never put  anything i n  it. 
H e  never used it at a l l ,  t o  my knowledge he d i d n ' t .  I t  was 
a f i e l d  s a f e ,  A s  I r e c a l l ,  it was s i t t i n g  i n  the  o f f i c e .  
I t  was moved o u t  because he d l d n ' t  use it. When we had t h e  
secure  telephone t h a t  was put  i n ,  you know t h i s  has a l a r g e  
console and it w a s  p u t  i n  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  f i e l d  s a f e  had 
been s i t t i n g  f o r  some time. A s  I r e c a l l  it was taken out  
of h i s  o f f i c e  a t  t h a t  time and t h a t ' s  t h e  only s a f e  t h a t  was 
i n  here  t o  my knowledge. 

Q. Did anybody e v e r  open it t o  your knowledge? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge., I t  had a chain o r  
it was j u s t  l i k e  a normal f i e l d  s a f e .  

Q Bolted t o  t h e  f l o o r ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say under oath it was. I assumed it 
w a s  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say p o s i t i v e l y  t h a t  it was, it j u s t  s a t  
t h e r e  t h e  same a s  a p iece  of  f u r n i t u r e .  I t  was no t  used. 

MR MACCRATE: Who had r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t ' s  removal? 

A. I would have had r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  it b u t  a s  t o  
who d i d  move t h i s  s a f e ,  I cannot say.  

Q Who might have knowledge as  t o  what happened t o  
t h e  s a f e  a f t e r  it was taken ou t?  

A.  The headquar ters  commandant, because he was t h e  
one who would s i g n  f o r  t h a t  type of  th ing .  

10: Who would .hzve probably have done t h e  work on 
t h i s ,  Major HALLMAN? 

A. HALLMAN. 

Q The SGS? 

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y p  no sir .  Major HARRINGTON was 
t h e  headquar ters  commandant. He was i n  t h e  headquar ters  two 
and thre.e t i m e s  a day and when we wanted something done w e  
wpuld pass it on t o  him. H i s  people would do i t ,  because 
they d id  q u i t e  a l o t  of remodeling i.n the re .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  
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you saw the  e f f e c t s .  They d i d  t h e  a c o u s t i c a l  t i l e s  on the  
c e i l i n g  and t h e  boarding up around t h e  i n s i d e .  This was 
t h e  normal t h i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  headquar ters  commandant would do. 
We would t e l l  him what we wanted done, and h i s  people would 
do it. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you know whether inventory was made of t h a t  
s a f e  a t  t h e  time? 

A. No, sir, I do n o t  know. 

Would Major HARRINGTON be t h e  most l i k e l y  one t oQ m  


know? 

A. Major HALLMAN poss ib ly  would know, b u t  t o  answer 
your ques t ion ,  Major HARRINGTON would probably be t h e  one 
t h a t  wouldn ' t . 
I0: Where i s  Major HALLMAN now? 

A. Right h e r e ,  h e ' s  i n  DCSPER. 

MR MACCRATE: How does he s p e l l  h i s  name? 

A. H-A-L-L-M-A-N. 

Q- F i r s t  name? 

10: A t  any time t h a t  you were c h i e f  of s t a f f  t h e r e ,  
Colonel TREADWELL, d i d  Major HALLMAN o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  
people o r ,  Sergeant  LOFTIS ever  t a l k  t o  you about what should 
w e  do wi th  t h e s e  o l d  r e p o r t s  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  anything of 
t h i s  na tu re ,  t h a t  you can t h i n k  o f ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n e i t h e r  of them d id .  The h i s t o r i a n  came 
i n  one time and--I c a n ' t  p inpoin t  t h e  d a t e ,  I had been t h e r e  
a couple of months o r  6 weeks--he came i n  and wanted t o  know 
what d i s p o s i t i o n  should be made of an a c t i o n .  I t  was where 
one of our  b a t t a l i o n s  had gone i n  t o  r e l e i v e  t h e  s p e c i a l  
fo rces  camp and they go t  s h o t  up q u i t e  badly .  I t  was no t  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  it was t h e  r e p o r t  of an a c t i o n  had been 
t h e r e  f o r  a  year  and a  h a l f  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  The 
h i s t o r i a n ,  through Major HALLMAN, wanted t o  know what d i s -  
p o s i t i o n  we should make of it because t h e  word t h a t  was 
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passed on t o  m e ,  General  KOSTER d i d  not  want t h i s  r e p o r t  
forwarded t o  USARV, because it made t h e  d i v i s i o n  look bad. 
I s a i d  "Well, l e t  me s e e  i t . "  I went i n t o  General GETTYS 
and I s a i d ,  "General GETTYS, t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  he re .  It has been 
h e r e  f o r  sometime. By r e g u l a t i o n  it should have been for-
warded t o  USARV sometime ago.' I recommend t h a t  we forward 
it on t o  USARV. " He s a i d ,  "Okay. " He was f a m i l i a r  wi th  
t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  had taken p l a c e  and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  it was 
an opera t ion ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name of  it. 

Q The old C I D G  o r  Spec ia l  Force camp of Kham Duc? 

A. Kham Duc. That was forwarded t o  USARV and t h i s  
was t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  was brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q Kham Duc, t h a t ' s  t h e  C I D G  camp t h a t  was overrun 
by the  2nd NVA Divis ion .  

A .  I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name of  t h e  f i r e  base ,  t h e r e  
was a f i r e  base t h e r e .  Well, it i s  r e a l l y  immater ial ,  b u t  
t o  answer your q u e s t i o n ,  t h i s  was t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  came 
t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  what d i s p o s i t i o n  should be taken. 

Q* That should have taken p lace  about t h e  middle 
of 1968. 

A. I know. 

Q Maybe l a t e  sp r ing .  

A. Buck NELSON was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander who was 
s t i l l  t h e r e .  H e  had extended and was a G 2  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
H i s  b a t t a l i o n  w a s  involved i n  t h i s  ac t ion .  A s  I say ,  it 
happened sometime b e f o r e  I go t  the re .  

Q Well, t h e  way I read  t h i s  Colonel TREADWELL, i n  
your p o s i t i o n  a s  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  you know how t h e  papers 
a r e  handled, b u t  as f a r  as  you phys ica l ly  handl ing papers 
and t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h a t ' s  why you have 
people such as  Major HALLMAN and Sergeant LOFTIS and var ious  
o t h e r  people,  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  proper d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e s e  
papers a f t e r  you have seen  them. So although t h i s  i s  very 
h e l p f u l  t o  us ,  t h e  r e a l  people we have t o  t a l k  t o  a r e  t h e  
phys ica l  handlers  and t h e  recorders  r e spons ib le  f o r  t h i s  
s e c u r i t y  of t h e  papers .  

A,  Yes, sir. 
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Q J u s t  t o  t r y  on a few t h i n g s  f o r  s i z e ,  wh i l e  you 
were c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  r ecogniz ing  we a r e  g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  l a t e  
i n t o  1968, j u s t  t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  were any l i n g e r i n g  memories 
about  t h i n g s ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  mention a few t h i n g s .  I ' d  l i k e  
you t o  t h i n k  about  each of t h e s e  f o r  a minute and j u s t  r eco l -
lect  i f  e i t h e r  o f f i c i a l l y  o r  somebody making a comment up a t  
t h e  b a r  o r  any th ing ,  i f  any of  t h e s e  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d .  I ' m  
hoping w e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h o s e  t h a t  may have been 
s a i d  i n  t h e  newspaper a t  a more r e c e n t  d a t e .  For  example, 
d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  any comment concern ing  one of t h e  a v i a t o r s  
from t h e  123d Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  he had ob-
se rved  what he  cons idered  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  c i v i -
l i a n s ,  noncombatants women and c h i l d r e n ?  Did you eve r  h e a r  
anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  
, . 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  which took 
p l a c e  between e lements  of t h e  123 and some o f  t h e  ground e l e -
ments when it was s o  i n t e n s e  they  had au toma t i c  weapons 
t r a i n e d  on each o t h e r ,  a t  l e a s t  one s i d e  had weapons t r a i n -
e d  on t h e  o t h e r ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q e  While you were t h e r e ,  d i d  you ever h e a r  t h e  s t o r y
of Captain  MEDINA s h o o t i n g  a woman? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I knew Cap ta in  MEDINA, a s  I 
mentioned. He was t h e r e  when I g o t  t h e r e  as a b r i e f i n g  o f f i -
c e r  f o r  t h e  G3 s e c t i o n ,  b u t  I never  h e a r d  one t h i n g  about 
any of t h e  t h r e e  t h i n g s  you have j u s t  asked m e .  

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  of people  i n  Quang Ngai Province 
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  Genera l  TOAN, be ing  u p s e t  
ove r  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Americans i n  t h e  a r e a  e a s t  of Quang 
Ngai C i t y ?  

A. Of cou r se  I knew General  TOAN q u i t e  w e l l  and of 
course  I knew Colone l  K H I E N  q u i t e  w e l l .  A f t e r  I took t h e  
b r i g a d e  I saw Colonel  K H I E N  on an a lmost  d a i l y  b a s i s  b u t  
I never  hea rd  anyth ing  about any c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  k i l l e d .  
I was unhappy w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  I h a d  i n  Duc Pho D i s -
t r i c t  b u t  I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  K H I E N  on s e v e r a l  occas ions  
about  him. W e  g o t  a new a d v i s o r  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  s t a r t -
ed  doing more of what I thought  h i s  job s h o u l d  be  and he 
should  have been doing.  I saw Colonel  K H I E N  q u i t e  o f t e n  b u t  
I never  hea rd  one complaint  no r  one a c c u s a t i o n  o r  any th ing  
about  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  
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would g e t  s h o t  a t .  

Q - Well, I can t e l l  you t h a t  what I saw i n  Quang 
Ngai now and what I saw i n  Quang Ngai l a t e  i n  '67 and up t o  
about March, A p r i l  of 1 9 6  8 was j u s t  l i k e  n i g h t  and day. They 
have made tremendous progress  and I would say t o  you and t o  
all t h e  people t h a t  have h a d , a  hand i n  it, you can be damn 
proud of what has  been accomplished. I t  was a h o r r i b l e  a r e a  
and i t ' s  looking a s  though i t ' s  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  t o  move. 

A.  Did you happen t o  meet Lieutenant  Colonel KHU, 
commander of t h e  4th Regiment? 

Q. Yes. 

A. H e ' s  a very f i n e  o f f i c i e r .  I worked f o r  him a l l  
t h e  time. 

Q Commander of both t h e  4th and 6 th  Regiment. 

A. 4th and 6 L l  work i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q They both spoke extremely high of you. The 2d 
~ i v i s i o n ,a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime, according t o  what w e  heard is 
a b e t t e r  d i v i s i o n  than  t h e  1st Divis ion ,  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  and 
s o  on. And t h i s  i s  what makes t h i s  t h i n g  move because you 
have t h i s  tremendous and f i n e  cooperat ion and everybody i s  
working toge the r  and progress  i s  being made. Now, was Major 
HALLMAN t h e r e  a l l  t h e  time you were t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  H e  was t h e r e  a l l  t h e  time I was chief  
of s t a f f ,  yes ,  s i r .  

0. Subsequent t o  your depar t ing ,  d i d  somebody e l s e  
t ake  h i s  p lace ,  do you know? 

A.  No, s i r ,  n o t  u n t i l  he g o t  ready t o  DEROS. 

Q - Do you know when he DEROS'd d i d  he occupy t h a t  
p o s i t i o n  a l l  t h e  t ime f o r  t o t a l  yea r?  

A.  Not a t o t a l  year .  He came back e a r l i e r ,  I b e l i e v e  
it was i n  30 days. I g o t  t h e r e  t h e  28th of  September and 
he must have g o t t e n  t h e r e  near  t h e  end of August and then he 
came back around t h e  f i r s t  of August, I b e l i e v e .  
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Yes, sir.A. 

Was Sergean t  LOFTIS t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you 
were t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s i ~ .H e  was t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t ime I was the re .  
He went over w i t h  t h e  11th  Brigade. H e  was squad l eader  i n  
one of t h e  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n s  and he was a t  d i v i s i o n  head-
q u a r t e r s  when I g o t  t h e r e .  H e  was t h e r e  t h e  whole time I w a s  
ch ief  of s t a f f  . Then he came back. He's a t  F o r t  Jackson, 
South Carol ina ,  I b e l i e v e .  But he i s  back i n  t h e  s t a t e s .  H e  
came back ahead of m e .  

Q Did you by chance ever  s e e  any VC propaganda which 
accused t h e  Americans of k i l l i n g  l a r g e  numbers of people i n  
a s p e c i f i c  a rea?  

No, sir, I d i d n ' t .  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


a- L e t  me show you, f o r  example. I have h e r e  E x h i b i t s  
R-1 and I would l i k e  t o  show you i n c l o s u r e  2  t o  t h i s  and ask 
i f  sometime du r ing  your  t o u r  e i t h e r  as c h i e f  of  s t a f f  o r  w i t h  
t h e  b r igade  you had e v e r  s een  a  p e i c e  of propaganda such a s  
t h i s ?  Now t h i s  i s  supposed t o  have been a p i e c e  b roadcas t  by 
t h e  V i e t  Cong which was i n t e r c e p t e d  and w a s  t h e n  of course  taken  
down i n  Vietnamese, subsequent ly  i n t e r p r e t e d  o r  t r a n s l a t e d  
and provided i n  t h i s  form. 

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any b r o a d c a s t .  

Q- W e l l ,  t h e  one s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  I ' m  concerned w i t h  
would have been b r o a d c a s t  i n  Vietnamese so undoubtedly you 
wouldn ' t  h e a r  because as you w i l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  second page 
t h i s  is  addressed  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  ARVN, RF and PF 
s o l d i e r .  I t  would have been i n  Vietnamese and a l s o  t h e  second 
paragraph from t h e  t o p  i s  t h e  one which is most p o i n t e d ,  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing .  

Q- Fine.  Do you know whether t h e r e  i s  any s p e c i a l  
p l a c e  where f i l e s  "Eyes Alone" o r  "Eyes Only" o r  r e p o r t s  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s  may have been main- 
t a i n e d ,  o u t s i d e  o f ,  you might s ay ,  t h e  normal f i l i n g  system? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q- W e  have p r e t t y  p o s i t i v e  i n fo rma t ion  where t h e  f i l e  
w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  S2 shop i n  the b r i g a d e ,  I t  was n o t  l o c a t e d  
i n  a f i l e .  I t  was l o c a t e d  i n  a desk,  which is q u i t e  unusual .  
W e  know why it was l o c a t e d  i n  a desk ,  b u t  maybe it had been 
moved from t h e  desk t o  a s a f e  by t h i s  t i m e ;  b u t  w e  know where 
it was k e p t .  So t h e s e  a r e  t h e  unusual  t h i n g s  we run a c r o s s  
i n  t h e s e  c i rcumstances  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  s i g n a t u r e s  and f i n g e r  
p r i n t s  on t h e  movement of a document. So ,  i f  you can t h i n k  
of  any th ing  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  Colonel  TREADWELL, t h a t  can s e r v e  
o u r  purpose h e r e ,  based  upon ou r  l i n e  of  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  i f  
any th ing  does come t o  l i g h t ,  I would a p p r e c i a t e  you g e t t i n g  
i n  touch w i t h  us o r  i f  you can t h i n k  of  any documents t h a t  
might be  h e l p f u l  t o  us i n  terms of r e p o r t s  o r  any th ing  of  t h i s  
n a t u r e ,  maps o r  photos o r  any th ing  of t h i s  t y p e .  

A. I ' m  j u s t  s o r r y  t h a t  I c a n ' t  p i n  it down. I can 
a p p r e c i a t e  what you are t r y i n g  t o  do. I know what y o u ' r e  
t r y i n g  t o  do and I ' m  s o r r y  I c a n ' t  shed  more l i g h t  on it. 
A s  I have s t a t e d ,  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  and o n l y  t h i n g  I hea rd  
about  it and I d i d  n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  s e e  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  docu- 
ment o r  however w e  r e f e r r e d  t o  it. This  was r e l a t e d  t o  me by 
Major WHITE a s  I s t a t e d .  
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Q • Fine.  We ' l l  g ive  you an opportuni ty t o  ask any 
ques t ion  i f  you l i k e  o r  i f  you c a r e  t o  e n t e r  a  s ta tement  i n t o  
t h e  record.  

A. No, s i r ,  I wouldn't .  I ' m  s o r r y  t h a t  I c a n ' t  shed 
more l i g h t  on it, 

Q. This h e a r i n g  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  recessed  a t  1500 hours .) 
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