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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: CULVERHOUSE, Jerry R. CW1
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 10 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: B Company {(aero-scouts),
123d Aviation Battalion.

1. ASSAULT ON MY LAI.

a. Aerial observations.

Mr CULVERHOUSE was pilot of a UH-1B gunship on
the morning of 16 March 1968. The aircraft commander was
Warrant Officer MILLIANS (pg. 5). Their team relieved the
first pair of gunships from the 123d supporting the
infantry in the vicinity of My Lai (4). The witness could
not remember who was flying the ships of the team that they
relieved, or the crew of the other ship in his team (pg.6).

. They arrived on station at approximately 0945-1000
hours (pg. 8). The village was in flames (pg. 8), and there
was a great deal of smoke (pg. 19). CULVERHOUSE and MILLIANS
were flying low gun. Communications with the infantry
commander were established through the high gunship which was
in contact with the ground forces while they maintained
radio contact with the 123d's scout ship piloted by Warrant
Officer THOMPSON (pg. 13).

The area around My Lai (4) appeared secure (pg.8).
Their ship received no ground to air fire (pg. 8). CULVER-
HOUSE immediately noted the numerous bodies inside the
village and adjacent to the village on trails and in the
paddies (pg. 8). On the east side of My Lai (4) there was an
irrigation ditch six to seven feet in width and five to six
feet in depth. For a distance of 20 to 25 meters the ditch
was almost completely filled with bodies (pgs. 9, 18). The
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witness estimated 150-200 Vietnamese of mixed ages and sex
were strewn in the ditch (pg. 41). There was another

group of 20-25 bodies on a trail to the west of the village
(pgs. 42, 43).

b. Evacuation of noncombatants from the bunker.

Mr. THOMPSON observed a bunker on the northeast side
of the village filled with what appeared to be noncombatants
(pgs. 9, 16). THOMPSON set his ship down near the bunker
and after five or ten minutes he radioed CULVERHOUSE's air-
craft and advised them that the people in the bunker were old
men, women, and children (pg. 10). THOMPSON then requested
that their gunship land and evacuate the civilians (pg.10).
MILLIANS asked why the infantry could not detain them, and
THOMPSON replied that the lieutenant in charge had stated
that the only way to take care of them was with a grenade
(pg. 10). THOMPSON was concerned over the inevitable fate
of the civilians (pg. 10).

MILLIANS and CULVERHOUSE landed and flew four people
to a safe area. They returned at least one more time to &
evacuate others. In all, they carried 10-12 Vietnamese
to safety(pg. 11).

c. Negro NCO firing into the ditch.

Before landing and during THOMPSON's tenure on the
ground, they circled his ship at low altitudes. They heard
a burst of automatic fire. A Negro soldier at least a
sergeant in grade was observed firing into the ditch
containing the bodies. It appeared to CULVERHOUSE that he
was "finishing off" the wounded (pgs. 11, 12, 41). They
returned to LZ Dottie 1100-1130 hours.

d. Miscellaneous.

(1) They were on station five or ten minutes
before being joined by THOMPSON (pg. 12).

(2) The high gunship was most likely informed of
their intent to land and evacuate the bunker's occupants
(pg. 20).

(3) CULVERHOUSE knew gunships from another unit
were supporting the mission (pg. 21). However, he could not
recall if they were there when his ship arrived on station

(pg. 21).
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(4) Their gunship did not expend any ammunition
while on station (pg. 21).

2. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT.

a. WATKE meeting.

On returning to LZ Dottie after the mission, the
witness could not remember if the "scenes of My Lai (4)"
were immediately discussed. He could not recall if he ever
talked with Major WATKE about what happened, discussed the
mission with WATKE, or was questioned by WATKE (pgs. 22, 29,
35).

b. Interrogation by the unknown Colonel at LZ Dottie.

‘ A few days after the mission in the late morning
or early afternoon, THOMPSON told CULVERHOUSE, "There's a
Colonel from brigade...." that wanted to see them at
the fire direction center (pgs. 23, 36, 37). It was
CULVERHOUSE's understanding that the colonel had come from
outside of LZ Dottie to investigate. He was wearing web
gear (pgs. 36, 37).

CULVERHOUSE, THOMPSON and one of the doorgunners

went (pgs. 23, 30). CULVERHOUSE talked with the colonel
in private (pg. 24). CULVERHOUSE believed that he gave a
complete account of what he had seen (pgs. 25, 28, 32). The

colonel was most interested in his statement regarding the
Negro NCO firing into the ditch (pg. 24).

The witness could not recall if the interrogator
was a light or full colonel (pg. 26). He was shown Exhibits
P-50 and P-143, pictures of Colonel HENDERSON and Lieutenant
Colonel BARKER. He could not identify either as the colonel
he talked with, but if he had to choose between the two, he
would say it was HENDERSON (pg. 26).

The colonel appeared to be uneasy and became
defensive when CULVERHOUSE described the scenes in My Lai (4)
{(pg. 28). He did not make an in Jepth interrogation of
CULVERHOUSE (pg. 35).

c. Miscellaneous.

CULVERHOUSE was never officially informed that there
was an investigation underway, but he probably concluded
as much after talking with the colonel.
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Other than the colonel, no one from outside the
battalion ever interrogated or talked with CULVERHOUSE
(pg. 33). Major WILSON was aware that CULVERHOUSE was to
talk with the Colonel. WILSON never interrogated CULVER-
HOUSE (pg. 35). o

3. REPORTS.

CULVERHOUSE did not believe that an after action report
was made by himself or MILLIANS after the mission (pg.22).

4. OTHER INFORMATION,

a. CULVERHOUSE arrived incountry ©on 18 February 1968
(pg. 3).

b. On 15 April 1968 the witness became the company o
maintenance officer (pg. 3). i

c. CULVERHOUSE has talked with Majors KEATING and
HARRIS recently. Their discussion was in general terms
(pgs. 4, 5).

d. The crews that were on station over My Lai (4)
frequently discussed the mission for some time afterwards.
Everyone was of the opinion that unnecessary killing had
taken place (pg. 30). It was well known that something
unusual had occurred (pg. 32).

e. WATKE warning them-to keep quiet about the incident
was not remembered by the witness (pg. 33).

f. The mission was never discussed with their
chaplain (pg. 36).

g. WATKE was not flying on 16 March 1968.
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT :
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
Photograph of Colonel Wit could not
P-50 HENDERSON ' identify. ' 26
Photograph of LTC Wit could not
P-142 |BARKER identify. 26
Aerial photo of My
P-156 |Lai (4) 1-Ditch where 150-
200 bodies seen. 7,30,
41
2-Negro NCO seen
firing into thé 44,48
ditch. 53
3-Location of 20- | 44
25 bodies.
4-Where they land-
ed their ship to
pick up the
civilians from the
bunker. 48,49
5-Where THOMPSON's
ship was located
when they landed.
Entered into
evidence at page 53, 49
(CULVERHOUSE) 5 -~ SUM APP T-126
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(The hearing reconvened at 0835 hours, 10 January

1970.)
I0: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following persons are present: LTG PEERS, MR

MACCRATE, COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN.
The next witness is Mr. Jerry R. CULVERHQUSE.

(CW2 CULVERHOUSE was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Mr. CULVERHOUSE, please state your full name,
grade, Social Security number, branch of service, organization,
and station.

A. Jerry Roger CULVERHOUSE,'CW2, 416-60-2057, Head-
quarters Headquarters Company, Staff and Faculty Battalion,
Fort Eustis, Virginia.

I0: Mr. CULVERHOUSE, before we proceed with any ques-
tions, I would like to inform you on a few matters,

This investigation was directed jointly by the
Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff, United States
Army for the purpose of determining the facts and making-
findings and recommendations concernlng two matters-

(1) the adequacy of prlor investigations and
inquiries into, and subsequent reviews and reports within the
chain of command, of what is now commonly referred to as the
My Lai incident of 16 March 1968, and

(2) the possible suppression or withholding of
information by any person who had a duty to report and to
furnish 1nformat10n concerning this incident.

This investigation is not being conducted to in-
vestigate all the facts and the circumstances of what happened
at My Lai (4) on the 16th of March, 1968. It is directed only
at those two points which I just mentioned to you. Do you
have any question on those two points? '

A. No, sir.

(CULVERHOUSE) 1 ~ APP T-126
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Q. I've had made available to me and have reviewed
prior official statements obtained in other official inves-
tigations of the My Lai incident, including the statement
. which you have-already made to the CID.

Your testimony this morning will be taken under
oath. A verbatim transcript will be prepared. A tape re-
cording is being made in addition to the verbatim notes which
.are being taken by the reporter.

Although the general classification of the report
will be . confidential, it is possible that testimony, or at
least parts of it, may at a later date become a matter of
-public knowledge.

There are several people at the table aside from
myself. On my left is Mr. MACCRATE. Mr. MACCRATE is a civilian
-lawyer, and he has volunteered his services to the Secretary
of the Army to assist me in this investigation and provide
legal counsel to me. He may address questions to you this
mormning. - : = o

On my right are Lieutenant Colonel PATTERSON and
Colonel FRANKLIN. These individuals have been designated by
the Office of the Chief of Staff as assistants to me in the
conducting of this investigation. They too may address ques-
tions to you. You should know that in the final analysis

I have the responsibility for weighing all the evidence and
making the flndlngs and the recommendations.

--You~are ordered'not to discuss your testimony in
this investigation with others, including other witnesses for
this .investigation, except in the performance of official duty
or if you may be required so to do before competent judicial,
legislative, or administrative bodies.

In addition, you are cautioned that if you are
subject, to the order by the military judge in the general
court-martial- case of the United States v. Calley, your appear-
ance here before this investigation in no way changes the ap-
plicability or the effect of that order. Now, do you have any
questions .about what I have just informed you?

fA.‘l‘. " No, sir.
Q. ' On the 16th of March 1968, what was your duty
assignment?

(CULVERHOUSE) 2 APP T-126
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A. My duty assignment, sir, was with Bravo Com-
pany, 123d Aviation Battalion, which alternated between
the slick and gun platoons.

Q. In Bravo Company?
A. Yes, sir, in Bravo Company.
Q. Well, there was a question at that time whether

it was known as Bravo Company or the aero-scout company.

A. Yes, sir. We had two companies in the battalion,
Alpha and Bravo, Bravo being the newly formed aero-scout company.

Q. How long before that had you been flying?

A. I hadn't, sir. I came in the country and was
immediately assigned to the aero—-scout company upon arrival.

Q. When did you arrive in country?

A. On or about 18 February, sir.

0. So before the 1l6th of March, you'd been flying
for about one month, is that correct?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. ’ Including your indoctrination time and so on with
the unit? _

A. : "Yes, sir.

Q. How long after the 16th of March did you remaln-
with the aero-scout company?

A. Sir, I remained with aero-scout until sometime in

April, I'd say around the 15th of April. At that time I was

made the aero-scout company's maintenance officer. This was

due to the maintenance background I had and the fact that the
406th TC Detachment, which came under the 123d Aviation Bat-

talion.

Q. You stayed right with the unit? Even though you
changed jobs, you stayed right with the 1234 Aviation Battalion?

(CULVERHOUSE) 3 ' APP T-126
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Yes, sir. I was still assigned to the aero-scout

Now, Mr. CULVERHOUSE, from the

but attached to the 406th TC Detachment.

time of the My Lai

incident of 16 March became a matter of public knowledge to-
ward the end of September or the first part of October, have
you had any conversations with any of the people in the aero-
scout company, the 123d Battalion, or with anybody in the
Americal Division?

" A,
Q.
A,
Q.

A.

Q.
.A'
Q.

A, .
Eustis.

Q.
A.
Q.

A.

news media.

Q.

A,

Yes, sir.

‘Specifically whom and under what circumstances?

Just on a casual basis, sir, with a Major KEATING.

A Major KEATING?

2

Yes, sir. He was my detachment commander, detachment
commander of the 406th TC Detachment, which I was attached to.

Where did you talk to him?

I believe it was at the club one afternoon, sir.

Club where?

At Fort Bustis, sir. The officers' club at Fort

Is he assigned to Fort Eustis?
Yes, sir, he is,

And what was the general topic

of the conversation?

To the best of my memory, sir, we just made a
casual comment about we see the battalion is in the news now
and the general type comments that were brought out in the

Did you give any indication that you had any
knowledge of this incident at that time?

Yes, sir, I did.

(CULVERHOUSE) 4
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Q. What did you discuss with Major KEATING?

A. Sir, I told him that--I asked him if he remem-
bered Warrant Officer THOMPSON. I told him that he was
assigned to our unit and that I remembered flying that
mission along with Warrant Officer THOMPSON and some of
the other pilots of the company. I also told him I was
there, and that's just about all it really amounted to.

Q. All right. Now, who élse did you talk to?

A. I discussed it with a Major HARRIS, who at the
time of the incident, I believe, or shortly thereafter, was
the commanding officer of Alpha Company, 123d Aviation
Battalion. He is also assigned to Fort Eustis, Virginia, now.

Q. ' ~ And what did you discuss with him?

A. More or less the same thing I d4id with Major

- KEATING, sir. Nothing of a real technical matter, or at that
time I didn't think it deserved anything of any amount of

significance. :

Q. Did they ask you, or did you volunteer this infor-
mation? :
A, I don't remember exactly how the conversation

started, sir. All of us were members of the battalion and
being aware of the mission that was flown and all of us knew
Warrant Officer THOMPSON and so forth. Really it's hard for
me to remember just exactly how the conversations came about,
unless it was maybe one of us said, "Well, I see our battalion
is in the news now," or something like that. I would say
that's how the conversations started.

Q. Did you talk to anybody else?

A. No, sir.

Q. What were yéu flying on the 16th?

A. On the 16th of March, sir, I was flying a UH-iB
gunship.

Q. Were you the éommand pilot, or were you the pilot?
A. - I was the pilot, sir. |
(CULVERHOUSE) .5 APP T-126
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Q. You were the pilot, and who was the command pilot
at the time?

A. The command piiot, sir, was Warrant Officer Daniel
MILLIANS. : :

Q. MILLIANS?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. - Did you go on station early in the mornlng, or what

time did you go on station?

A, Sir, our mission that morning was to relieve the
first gun team that was on station. We sent one gun team,
two B-model gunships and an OH-23 as a scout, out to support
the mission from the beginning. And then our job was to
relieve them approximately an hour and 30 minutes after they
were airborne, relieve them on station so they'd have
continuous coverage.

Q. When you left Chu Lai, did you proceed to LZ
Dottie? - :

A. Yes, sir. We used LZ Dottie as a staging area.
Q. , You state you went into Dottie first. Did you

wait until the other pair of guns arrived back at LZ Dottie,
or were you notified that they were going to leave station,
and you then departed so that there wouldn't be any break?

A, ' We were notified, sir, that we were supposed to
have continuous coverage. :

Q. Can you tell us who were flying the initial pair
of gunships? .

A, No, sir, I can't.

Q. As far as you know, you and MILLIANS were in one
gunship. Do you recall who was in the other gunship?

A. | No, sir, I can't. We flew--the pilots never knew
really what aircraft commander they would be flying with.

(CULVERHOUSE) 6 N APP T-126
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Actually I knew who I was flying with that morning and
didn't really realize or know what the exact mission was until
we got to LZ Dottie.

Q. Now, what I want you to do, Mr. CULVEKHOUSE, is to
describe for us exactly what you did that morning during

the time frame that you were flying. This 1is perhaps

the hour and 15 minutes, hour and a half that you were flying
cover for THOMPSON, as I understand it.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And what I'd like you to do is take this area
photo which we have here (handing Exhibit P-1 to witness).

On this map, here is My Lai (4), which you will notice is

the hamlet. To the south of it, Highway 521. The road
leading out of the center of the village down into Highway
521 shows up on the map here with the houses up along side of
it. Also you have this irrigation ditch which you see coming
along the side here and of course this ditch going around the
village. Another ditch, a road ditch kind of affair crossing
over this part which you see here. Down to the south you

can see the northern part of Hill 85. Do you recognize all
that?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Now, if you would, I wish you would use this blue
pencil. Put this map--this is north incidentally--you put this
aerial photo over there and if you'd stand off to the side and
just tell us, just take your time, there's no hurry at all,
nobody's going to interrupt you. You just tell us what you did
that morning.

A. Okay, sir.

Q. Now, if you'd stand over at the other side I think
it would be better so that the reporter can hear you, Mr.
CULVERHOUSE. you can mark up that map, too, as you go. Now,
what we're going to do, we're going to let you go through this,
and you can just mark it up just for the point of reference.
Just do it in the rough. When we're finished here, I will
have Lieutenant Colonel PATTERSON sit down with you to prepare
one of these in final form, you might say.

(The aerial photograph, Exhibit P-1l, as marked by
the witness was later entered into evidence as Exhibit P-156.)

(CULVERHOUSE) 7 APP T-126
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A. Okay, sir. Well, as I remember, I was in--the

team started their engines about 0900 or 0930 that morning in
order to relieve this first team that had already gone on
station at My Lai (4). Upon arriving on station, the first
gun team was dismissed and returned to LZ Dottie and refueled
and remained on standby there in case they had to be called
back out to support us. And when we arrived on station, the
village was already in flames. I suppose this was probably
around 0945 or 1000 hours that morning the village was aflame.
It was burning, and I was flying in a low gunship with Warrant
Officer MILLIANS. And our low gun usually flew at an altitude
of around 600 or 700 feet and the higher gunship up around
1,000 or 1,200 feet covering us. Our job was to cover the
scout bird, and then the high gun was supposed to cover both
of us.

And the way I remember--I understood the mission
was that we were supposed to act as a more or less screening
agent for the ground force, which was making their push through
the village, and also to be on station in case they did
encounter opposition where gunships would be able to help
them out. So when we arrived at My Lai (4), we started making
just more or less--well, we established communications with
the ground force commander. We started making more or less
a screening pattern in front of the advancing ground force.

We were in the area for 15 or 20 minutes, I suppose, just
looking around, and it appeared to us there it was fairly
secure. We heard no shooting and didn't received any fire
ourselves. So we continued working back and forth across

the village and the surrounding rice paddies. And while
flying over I couldn't help but notice, and I remember it
was quite impressive to me because I had never actually, at
this time seen actually a captured or even a wounded or
killed VC or civilian or a U.S. casualty as far as that goes.
And we immediately noted the bodies surrounding the village.

Q. When you can, Mr. CULVERHOUSE, in these places
where you say you saw things, just put in an indication
where you saw it so we can get a general picture of what you
are seeing.

A. Okay, sir. As I said, we immediately noted that
there were numerous bodies scattered both in the inner peri-
meters of the village and in the outer perimeters leaving the
village. As best I remember, they were also out in the rice
paddies to the north of the village, over in this area. And‘"
I was especially, I guess more or less amazed, at one group
of bodies encountered. We were making a right-hand orbit,
more or less around the village and flying more or less

(CULVERHOUSE) 8 APP T-126
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the outer perimeters of the village in a right-hand orbit.
And over on the east side of the village there was an irri-
gation ditch, which appeared to me to be about 6 or 7

feet wide. From the air it's a little hard to tell depth,
but I'd more or less guess that it was probably 5 or 6

feet deep. And in this particular irrigation ditch or trench
that I'm talking about, it would be right over, if I'm not
nmistaken, right in this area of the village, there were numer-
ous bodies that appeared to be piled up. In some places I
don't know, maybe four or five or I suppose as high as six
deep. It's hard to say just how deep. For an area about--
around 30 to 35 yards the ditch was almost completely filled
with bodies. We couldn't at that time really distinguish

as to what type bodies they were. There were bodies and
guite a few.

Q. Could you see them up close enough to be able to
say whether they were women, children, men, or what they were?

A. At this particular time I couldn't, sir. As we
continued to fly, Warrant Officer THOMPSON found some people,
some civilians hiding in a bunker. They at this time hadn't
been discovered by the ground force moving through the wvillage.
He was more or less hovering real slow all around the vil-
lage. We had more or less decided among ourselves that it
was secure and there were friendlies in all portions cf the
area, the surrounding rice paddies, on the roads leading out.
We had decided that the village was more or less secure.

We were not taking the precautions that we would if we were
out in an area where we didn't have these ground forces on
the ground. '

He was slowly hovering all around the village
looking for any people that might have been hiding or weapons
and enything that they might be able to spot. He spotted
these people hiding in a bunker and told us that he was
going down and take a better look at them. So he hovered
his aircraft up to the edge of the village. I'd say he was
somewhere, the best I can remember, almost in the center of
the village in one of the rice paddies. Or maybe over far-
ther toward the eastern corner, over here. And so he hovered
his aircraft there. He naturally had his two gunners, armed
with their M-60 machineguns, trained on the bunker until he
could identify the actual contents of the bunker, as to what
type of people they were. He said that they appeared to be
civilians. He though he was going to set down, and he and
his gunners could take a better look at them. So Mr. THOMPSON

(CULVERHOUSE) 9 | APP T-126
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elected to go ahead and set his aircraft down after making--
or being as certain as he could that these were civilians and
not enemy soldiers. So he set his OH-23 down, fixed the
controls down, and got out leaving the aircraft running.

At this time we began to make low passes over the
village, more or less still in a right-hand orbit. We could
actually see what THOMPSON's actions were, what his gunners'
actions were, and anything that happened. We would be right
there close so we could give him gun coverage if necessary.
I suppose our orbits at this time got down around 75 to 100
feet, barely above treetop level. Warrant Officer THOMPSON
stayed out of his helicopter for it seems like approximately
5 or 10 minutes or so. All this time we were just contin-
ually observing his actions as best we could.

So after this period of maybe 5 or 10 minutes
time had expired, he came back to his helicopter. He put his
helmet on and said the people that he had found were civilians,
old men, women, and kids, about as many old men as there women
and kids. He was wondering if we could come down in our gun-
ship, even though it was heavily loaded, and take these people
out of the village.

So naturally, this not being normal procedures,
the aircraft commander, Mr. MILLIANS, guestioned his decision.
He questioned his request that we come down and take these
people out. He asked him, "Well, what seems to be the prob-
lem?" They are civilians, women, kids and old men. With all
the ground forces around, it appeared to him that they could
take them out and segregate them and tag them as POW or what-
have-you.

Mr. THOMPSON told us then that that was his line
of thinking, too, to begin with. But he had talked to some
lieutenant who, he presumed, was a platoon leader on the
ground. He didn't mention any names. He asked this lieuten-
ant or told the lieutenant these people were in this bunker
and asked him if he wouldn't take them out and detain them
someplace or take them POW or whatever he though best. He
told us that the lieutenant replied at that time that the
only way that he would get them out is with a hand grenade.
He seemed to be-~Mr. THOMPSON seemed to be pretty upset about
this. He told us he could see no reason for these people
being killed and seemed to feel sure that if we didn't come
down and help him get them out, that they would be killed.

(CULVERHOUSE) ' 10 APP T-126
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And so Mr. MILLIANS decided to go ahead and land
his aircraft even though we were still, we hadn't fired any
ammunition and only burned maybe 200 or 300 pounds
of fuel off at this time. We were still quite heavy. He
told THOMPSON that he could come down and maybe take about
two or three at a time depending on what size they were. So
we landed our aircraft, and Mr. THOMPSON and his gunners were
again outside their aircraft. They escorted--they coaxed
these people out of the bunker and escorted them two, three,
maybe four at a time to our gunship. The first time we took

four of them in the gunship, set them on the ammunition trays

in the back.

And Mr. MILLIANS departed and flew back to the
west. I'm not sure whether it was down this road here or not,
but I'm fairly certain that it was. We flew them back to the
west and put them down in a rice paddy and returned for a
second load. This second trip we carried about the same
amount out. If I'm not mistaken, I know for a fact that we
made two trips, and it seems to me that we did make three,
because there were about 10 or 12 people all total. I don't
think we took more. than five or four out at any one time.

And, okay, I forgot to mention it awhile ago.

Even before we took these people out, while
THOMPSON was down on the ground, and we were making our low
orbits, low right-hand turns over the village, more or less
flying a tighter circle around him, each time we made a pass
over this eastern perimeter of the village where this trench
that I pointed out before was located, we would overfly the
trench. The bodies were in the trench there. And on one of
those low passes, which I think at the time we were somewhere
around maybe 75 feet above ground level. Just as we crossed
over the trench and was making a right-hand turn to come back
over by THOMPSON's position again, we heard a burst of fire.
Two or three rounds were fired. And we thought we were
actually receiving fire. Just as we flew over, it sounded
like rounds were fired right in the direction of the helicopter

Mr. MILLIANS at that time alerted the crew by
yelling over the intercom, "Receiving fire!" And my job as
a gunner was to arm the system and then stand by the gunsight.
So I armed the system. He turned the helicopter back in a
real right-hand turn so that if we had in fact received fire,
maybe the door gunner, some of us could put down some kind of
suppressive fire and get out of there.
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As we made this sharp turn and came back abeam
the trench again, we noticed this individual standing on the
eastern bank of the trench firing his M-16. He had his M-16
up at his shoulder and then aiming through the sight. He
fired two or three rounds after we had turned around. We
actually saw the muzzle flash come out of the weapon.

As I said, at some times your depth perception
isn't what it should be when you're flying. It appeared to
be a little misaligned, and things that happen on the ground
seem to be--it was my impression that this individual was
firing- into the ditch. That was my personal opinion of what
he was doing. His weapon was pointed in that direction, and
he did fire at least two rounds as we made our turn back
around the right.

And I noted at that time it was a colored individ-
ual firing. Even though he had on jungle fatigues with the
sleeves rolled up, there were, I could identify chevrons above =t
his sleeve. There appeared to be three of them. I don't N
know whether he had anything below it or not. I could see '
at least a sergeant, E-5.

And so then, right after that is when we came
back and medevac'd these people out. We took them out of the «
village and put them down in the rice paddy. We came back on ‘
station, and when our time period had more or less expired we
went back to LZ Dottie. That was the last time. I guess it
was somewhere around 1100 hours or 1130. We flew back to LZ
Dottie, and that's the last time I was there that day.

Q. Fine, Mr. CULVERHOUSE. Now I'd like to ask you a
few questions about this. Do you remember where--when you
came off station, where you first joined up with Warrant
Officer THOMPSON's OH-23?

A. I don't remember exactly where, in relation to
the village, we joined up with him. I know that we got on
station, and Warrant Officer THOMPSON wasn't on station at
the time. He was returning from someplace. He had gone
someplace else and didn't arrive on station at the same time
we did. We were there probably 5 or 10 minutes before

he arrived on station.

Q. Well, if he'd been on station there before, let's
say 0730, which was the time of the combat assault, very

likely about the time you came on he probably had to go back
to refuel and rearm, too, wouldn't he?
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A. Yes, sir. He had to refuel some place else prior
to this. '
Q. You indicated that when you came on station, you

established communication with the ground element. Did your
ship do that, or did you have contact with the high gun to
maintain--

A. (Interposing) We had contact with the high gun

at the time. Normally, the high gunship coordinated our maneu-
vers and orders through the ground force commander. We--low
guns usually--sometimes we were on the same frequency and

then other times we weren't. Normally, our low gunners' main
mission was to maintain a visual contact and radio contact

with the scout as well as VHF. I think we used air-to-air
between ships.

Q. As I would understand it, you can correct me,

from what I've heard, the LOH or the OH-23 contacted you; and
you in turn relayed to the high gun, which maintained the
contact with the ground element. Is that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. So you would then--you know that you were in
contact with the ground through the high gun at that time?

A, - Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know who was flying the high gun at that
time? ‘

A. No, sir, I can't remember who was in command of
the high gunship. :

0. Now, Mr. CULVERHOUSE, if you would come here for
just a moment. I refer here, to refresh your memory, to the
sketch which you prepared when you talked to the CID.

(The sketch is appended to witness' 12 December
1969 CID statement made at Fort Eustis, Virginia, and was not
admitted into evidence.)

You have certain things pointed out here, which
seem to come out quite loud and clear. And this doesn't

quite go with the locations that you've pointed out on the
map. :
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For example: 1 is where THOMPSON is landing; 2, you have as
the ditch which is to the east of the village located beyond
here; and 3 is where you also locate some bodies on a trail
in this area, and you have a 4, which I've been unable to
find, bodies on the east-west road.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, do you remember this ditch being here or do
you remember it being out to the east?

A. Sir, the ditch was right at the eastern edge of
the perimeter, I don't remember any open space here, as I
pointed out to the CID. The--I told him that this map, as
far as I was concerned, was--

Q. (Interposing) Did you draw this map, or did they
prepare it for you, the CID?

A. The map itself, sir, or the locations on it?

Q. This sketch? |

A. They prepared it.

Q. They prepared it?

A. They had it prepared, and we interpreted or tried

to relay or portray this as close as we could to the aerial
photographs that he had in his possession.

Q. Did you identify the ditch as being out here or
over here? '

A. Well, I identified the ditch to him, sir, as

being right on the eastern boundary of the village. And I
was telling him that I didn't remember this particular hedge-
row right here. The ditch that I was talking about was a bit
closer to the village. It was sparsely vegetated. It had
some slight undergrowth around the edge of it. Through my
interpretation of the aerial photograph and the way he helped
me orient this, he seemed to agree with me that it didn't
appear to be drawn to scale, not as close a scale as it
should be.

Q. Now, let me point out to you here one thlng, Mr.
CULVERHOUSE The scale of the aerial photo (Exhibit P-1) is
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about 1 inch equals 80 meters, or you might say roughly 80
yvards. The village, going through the center of the village
from east to west is about, just a little over 400 meters
through the wvillage. Actually, it's around 425. I think one
of the things that you want to remember is that, although a
helicopter can make some pretty tight turns when they want to,
a helicopter in its normal flight attitude doesn't exactly
make tight turns. You know, it--you're always swinging out
much wider than you think you are. Although you were flying
the perimeter, you might fly a little bit outside of the
village.

A, Yes} sir.
Q. You can also see that down to the southeast from
the village itself there is another village down in there.

A little enclave of houses which, in effect, would make it
almost part of the village.

A, Yes, sir. Calling on my memory, the way I remem-

- bered it was that it seems to me like it was all one village.

It's been 2 years, but I know that possibly that area was
only 80 meters wide. We were trying to fly the perimeter of
the village. We might have been passing, I'm sure it's guite
possible we were passing at least 80 meters on the outside of
it.

Q. Well, actually from my point of view, it isn't
especially important that we know the specific location. I
know that you flying a helicopter, your job is not to figure
out where you are on the ground exactly. Your job is to
provide the cover and so forth from the gunship and also
suppressive fire. I think it would be important for you to
know where these places are located so that you can adjust
your attention perhaps just a little bit. This ditch, to
the best of our knowledge, is located right here. This is
all the ditch that goes along here. The ditch that is out
in the open is close right here, but this is the area here
were talking about.

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now the sit down place is right in this area
where the bunkers are located. This all changed on this

photo, and it's changed on the ground from what it may have
appeared at that time because of graves and various other
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things that are now in this area. But you indicated somebody
from the east was firing into the ditch?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. .And also, do you remember when you came into the
bunker area were the trees more or less in a horseshoe shape,
where the bunkers were located?

A. It seems like they were, sir, vyes.

Q. Well, this was Mrxr. THOMPSON's recollection, and in
going through it, it was northeast from this location. Here
is the best location that we can place, right in here.

A. : All I remember, sir, is that it was on the north-
eastern side of the village. I know that's where we set down,
because I remember this east-west road. I know it was on the
opposite side of the village from this east-west road. It
just seemed to me that it was more into the bulkier part of
the village rather than scattered out.

Q. Mr. MACCRATE and I had an opportunity--although
myself I've gone over this area in an LOH just to check out
these places. We also have viewed this not from a gunship,
which of necessity has to make wider turns than a slick. But
in looking at it from a slick, you have a very hard time

trying to fly around this and maintain speed without getting
out in the outer perimeter. This is the thing that I'm calling
to your attention: the fact that you do have the tendency to
slide out. And looking at this from this side, you can very
easily--you might have been over in this direction.

A. Yes, sir. I agree with you. We could have very
easily made a wider turn than what I've indicated here.

Q. Now here's a wider different view of the village
(Exhibit P-45). This is looking at it from the west, and this
is the area that you had indicated, this is the area here.

You see?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now you can see how it all sort of looks like one
and the same or part of it.

A. Yes, sir.
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0. - The part we're talking about is right up
in here. Now does that seem to bring things back to you,
into focus?

A. Yes, sir, it does. This right here (Exhibit P-45)
appears or looks more as it looked to me that day actually
than this (Exhibit P-1), even though it is the same. Maybe
it's just because it's taken at a different angle.

Q. Well, that's where you'd be, because this (Exhibit
P-1l) was taken at an elevation of about 3,000 feet straight
over the village, whereas this (Exhibit P-45) was taken on the
right, and this is the way you would see things as a pilot
flying around the village.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now here's another view of this same area (Exhibit
P-46) , not the entire area, but this is getting out in this
area. Now does that bring a little bit to light? You can
see the short distance from here to the village. This just
gives you an idea how close it is.

A. ' Yes, sir.

Q. Does that look like the ditch you were talking
about (indicating Exhibit P-46)°?

A. Yes, sir, it does.

Q. Mr. THOMPSON placed it right along about here
(indicating) .

A. Right, sir. To the best of my memory, the majority

of the bodies and stuff were closer to the v1llage, actually
down to the end. I remember an empty space going off to the
north, and they seemed to be concentrated in this area right
in through here (indicating).

Q. Is that right?
A, Yes, sir, the best I remember.
0. Well, that's Mr. THOMPSON's recollection, although

I must say that some of the other people have placed it
farther to the north. He placed it here because he indicated
he couldn’'t land on this side because the trees were on the
left side, or on the west side.
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A. Yes, sir. Well, I remember a definite wvacant
space. I suppose it would be to the north of the village
that there was an open space. The majority of the bodies I
saw were closer in to the village.

Q. And you indicated that you thought the bodies
were stretched over an area about 30 yards long, which
would make it roughly 100 feet?

A. ‘ I'd say at least about 20 to 25 yards anyway,
sir. Maybe not 100, but a good 50 to 75 feet.

Q. Now, if we can establish this as the area here
and this being the other area, did you see any other groups
of bodies other places? For instance, did you see any bodies
on this road, or did you see any bodies on Highway 52172

A. Yes, sir. As we were making our passes coming
around--I'm sure we were encompassing the whole village. And
if we were in fact flying across this ditch rather than this
close to the village here, then I remember a trail coming out
of the village. I don't know whether it was coming right
around like that or what. Now, on the southern side of the
village there was a trail coming out. I couldn't say whether
it was this little intersection here or right in here some-
place now that I'm almost sure that we were encompassing this
portion, too, in our £flight. On this more or less south-
eastern corner, on one of these little trails--

0. (Interposing) On this trail here?

A. It could very well have been, maybe right in there
someplace. There's a little trail here. It seems like it
was going into the more massive part of the village. There
were another pile of bodies there. I don't know, there may
have been 20 or 25 scattered bodies. A few more scattered
bodies on down the trail to the west. It appeared to me that
the people were trying to flee the village to the west--

Q. Now, you were flying in the right seat, weren't
you?

A, No, sir. I was flying in the left seat.

Q. I thought Mr. MILLIANS was command pilot?

A. He was, sir. |
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Q. Doesn't the command pilot fly in the left seat?
A. Not in our gunships, sir.

Q. Not in your gunships?

A. No, sir.

Q. First time T ever realized that. Yes, all right,

well, that's a new one on me. Well, you were not necessarily
maintaining any set pattern. You could have been flying most
anyplace. 1Is this correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was there any other particular location within

the village, where you saw unusual numbers of bodies that

may have been spread in the village?

A. Sir, as I‘ve stated, the village was in flames and
smoke. There was quite a bit of smoke. As you could see on
these little--they appear to be cement courtyards--you'd see
an occasional body, sometimes two or three. Again, it's hard
to say because of the vegetation and so forth as to how many
were actually within the inner perimeters of the village.

The main ones I noticed were both in the trench and the trail
intersecting along ‘the trench. And I remember a few up to--
it seems to me it was probably to the northeast of the village.

. Out in this area here were occasional bodies.

Q. 'Did you see any bodies along this main road?

A. I can't remember, sir. It seems to me the road

that was running east-west along by where I told you I had

seen these 20 or 25 bodies was closer in to the village.

Then maybe the way this appears on this scale here, it probably
wouldn't be over 100, probably 125 meters.

Q. That's about 200 meters, 250 meters down there.

A, Well, it seems to me where I saw these bodies was
closer in to the village rather than that far out.

Q. Have a seat now, will you please. You indicated

that you had had this conversation with--rather Mr. MILLIANS
had had this conversation with Mr. THOMPSON on the ground?
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. And after this converation, did you receive any
instructions, or did the other gun that stayed to cover? Was
there any instruction passed about covering them? About that
~ gunship covering Mr. THOMPSON on the ground or covering this
action so that in the event they received fire from either
the enemy or from the American forces?

A. R I don't recall anything like that being said, sir.

Q. Yes. Was there a lot of conversation on the radio
at this time?

A, Not a great deal, if I remember correctly, sir.

I don't remember, not anything like the radios being jammed
or anything like I have seen where you can't get a word in

sideways.

Q. Do you recall, was there any conversation between
your gunship and the hlgh gunship about what you were going
to do and why you were going to do it?

A. I can't say, sir, that I remember a definite call.
The policy was that we always kept each other informed as to

what we were going to do. I'm sure that the high gunship was
fully aware of our intentions, or else the aircraft commander
probably never would have landed the airplane.

Q. Approximately what time was it when your aircraft
departed station?

A. I believe it was around, somewhere between 1100
hours and 1130 hours, I believe, sir, right approaching the
noon hour.

Q. Did another pair of guns replace you at that time?
A. . I don't believe they did, sir. I can't remember.
Q. All right. Mr. MACCRATE?

MR MACCRATE: I don't have any questions about this aspect.
LTC PATTERSON: When you came on station the first time and

made contact with Skeeter, OH-23, Mr. THOMPSON, do you recall
any other gunships being in the area? Any other unit?
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A. No, sir. I know other gunships were in the area,
although I can't say I--

Q. (Interposing) Were or had been?

A, Or had been, yes, sir. I was aware that there
were other gunships besides us supporting the mission. I
don't--really I can't recall whether some of them were still
on station or not. I'm almost sure they weren't on station
after we'd been there for maybe 15 minutes anyway.

Q. You didn't see any of the assaults, any of these
combat assaults that morning when you arrived on station?

A. No, sir. Everyone was already on the ground. The
village was afire; and what damage was done, or the majority
of it, I suppose, had already been done before I arrived on
statlon.

I0: ‘Mr. CULVERHOUSE, I assume that when you left
station you went back and landed at Dottie to refuel and
rearm. Is that correct?

A. Yes, sir. We landed and refueled. We didn't have
to rearm because we hadn't expended any ammunition whatsoever.

Q. We understand that Warrant Officer THOMPSON stayed
on station for another half, three-quarters of an hour, and
after doing certain things he returned to LZ Dottie. Did you
see him when he returned to LZ Dottie?

A. ' "I couldn't say really one way or the other, sir,
whether I did or didn't. I don't, can't recall leaving him
behind, and I can't recall him being with us when we came
back.

Q. Did you, by chance, at that time go with him or
with Mr. MILLIANS? Did you talk to anybody about this inci-
dent when you arrived back at LZ Dottie at that time, that
day?

A. I don't remember it if I did, sir. Usually, after
an operation the pilots would gather around their operations
van and more or less discuss the happenings of the morning
or the day. I can't say, sir, whether we actually made any
report or anything at that time or actually discussed it in
depth with anyone. I don't remember it.
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0. Well, if you'd have gone to the task force
commander or to one of these people at that time or to Major
WATKE, you probably would have remembered that, would you not?

A. ' Sir, I know I didn't go to the task force commander.
Major WATKE was always, if he wasn't flying with us, was in

or around the operations van or maybe down at the helipad.

It's gquite possible that I could have talked to Major WATKE.

We did this actually day in and day out. I know I talked to
him sometimes after missions, and maybe sometimes I wouldn't.

I can't say whether I went directly to him or told him any-
thing about it.

Q. When you finally terminated this operation that
day, did you write an after action report or fill out a report,
either you or Mr. MILLIANS, of any form that you know of?

A, Not that I know of.

Q Was it SOP within the aero-scout company or with-
in the 123d Aviation Battalion to write after actlon reports
of any form?

A. I think it was. I can't say for sure, but I

think it was the policy that they did this. I know that--

I don't ever recall a pilot being called upon actually to
write a report. Maybe, if anything, the aircraft commander
who flew the mission might go to the operations van to post
a map or give the enemy situation, any bunkers or ammunition,
guns or stuff that might have been found. They'd go in and
post the map and bring the operations officer up to date as
to what had happened.

Q. Subsequent to this day, Mr. CULVERMIOUSE, can you
tell us what happened next as far as reporting or investi-
gating or anything of this incident? :

A, The next thing that I remember concerning the My
Lai (4) incident is--really I can't say how many days it was,
it was a short time, nothing like a month later, maybe a week
or a week and a half later. It could have been as short a
time as 3 to 4 days later. We were back at LZ Dottie.
Normally, as I .said, I was alternating between the guns and

the slick platoons. Normally, the gunships were out reconning.
If they found a target, an opportune target for our organic
infantry platoon, if I happened to be flying a slick that day,
we would take an infantry platoon and insert them on the )
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target. A lot of times I was sitting around LZ Dottie. I

did a lot of sitting around really and just waiting for a
target or something to come up. I recall one day I was on

the ground, and it was just a short time after the incident.

I was told, to the best of my knowledge, to report to the van.
There was some colonel up in artillery base tactical operations
center, I suppose, or fire direction center, that wanted to
talk to us concerning that mission. I remember going up--

Q. (Interposing) Who told you to go up-there?

A. Sir, if I remember correctly, I believe Mr.
THOMPSON came down to the flight line and asked me to go up
to the bunker. I think it was the fire direction center
where this colonel was.

Q. Yes. Who else went up with you?

A. The only people, I can't remember anyone actually
walking up with me, but I do remember Mr. THOMPSON, and I

know that one of his gunners was at this fire direction

center the same time I was. I particularly remember the three
of us.

Q. Just three of you. Was there any more?

A, There could have been, sir. There could have

been some more at a different time. I don't remember whether
some of the other pilots who flew with us that day were there
with us or not. Possibly, like I said, possibly Mr. MILLIANS
or someone might have been there. I don't say that he was or
he wasn't. :

Q. All right, now you remember Mr. THOMPSON being
there. You also remember one of his crew members or door-—
gunners or somebody being there.

A, : At least one of the two doorgunners that flew with
him that day. :

Q. Yes. Well, tell me what happened from there on.
A. Sir, I went inside there.

Q. Did all three of you go in, or did you go in by
yourself?
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A. I believe, I think, sir, that I went in by
myself. I believe Mr. THOMPSON and his gunners had talked
to this colonel already. If I'm not mistaken, I went in by
myself. I don't remember anyone being with me when I was
talking to him.

Q. : Yes, and what were you told at that time, or
what were you asked at that time?

A. I was asked, sir, if I flew the mission that day
and what actually was my job. I believe I was asked who I
was flying with and questions more or less of a general type
nature. I was asked questions about the mission, as to may-
be what time I was there, questions very similar to what I've
been asked here. I mean, there were no maps or anything like
that that I used. There were no aerial photographs or any-
thing like we used here, but questions of very much the same
nature that you've asked me here this morning.

It seemed to me that this colonel, which I can't
remember his name at all--well, he had told me that he was
investigating the incident. At that time it seemed to me that
he felt, or someone felt that maybe there was something worth
looking into. He was more or less gathering information.

But it seems to me that the main thing he was concerned with
was, the thing that sticks out in my mind the most was him asking
me if I did, in fact, see a colored NCO firing into this ditch.
I remember telling him, yes, that I did. He asked me how I
could say that it was a colored soldier and that he was an

NCO. At that time I told him that we were making very low
passes over the village and not really all that fast. We

were trying to maintain around 60 to 65 knots. And I told

him that there was no doubt in my mind that the individual

was colored. I told him, as I told you, that I could defin-
itely see chevrons above his rolled-up sleeves. It seemed

to me that that's the one thing that sticks out in my mind

the most.

He was gquite concerned about that one thing. I
remember him asking me, it seems like, two or three times
whether or not I was actually sure of what I'd seen. I remem-
ber answering, at least twice, that I had in fact seen this.
He quite possibly might have asked me about some of the other
bodies surrounding the village or something like that, or he
might have asked me my opinion of what happened, or did I see
any draft-age Vietnamese males, or anything of this nature.
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Q. You indicated that you were talking to him
generally along the same lines that we have been discussing
things here this morning.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you tell him the story as you portrayed it to
us? Did you tell him that you saw the ditch that had all-
these bodies in it, and that you had seen this colored indivi-
dual firing into this ditch? Did you tell him about the con-
frontation with the lieutenant and about picking up the

'~ individuals and flying them out of the village? Did you tell

him about the bodies you had seen on the trail?

A. Yes, sir. I'm sure I probably--I'm sure I did
cover all those items. But it seemed to me, like I said
before, that even after telling my side of the story and all,
it still seemed to me that the thing that sticks in my mind
most was the fact that he asked me if I did, in fact, see
this NCO shooting into the ditch. I don't know why they
questioned me about this, but that seemed to be one of the

~major things that he was concerned with for some reason.

Q. How long did you talk to him?

A. About 10 to 15 minutes, sir.

Q. Were you placed under oath?

A, No, sir.

Q. Did you make any written statement at that time?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you notice whether or not he was taking any

notes or transcribing this in any form?

A. I can't say for sure, sir. I think he was taking
notes.
Q. Do you recall whether this individual was--you

say he was a colonel. Was he a lieutenant colonel or was he
a colonel? :

A. It seems to me, sir, that he was a lieutenant

colonel. I really can't, don't have any real basis for say-
ing this. I don't remember. It seems to me that a colonel,
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if he had been a colonel, it seems to me that I would have
been maybe a little more impressed. I mean normally you see
quite a few lieutenant colonels. On that basis, I don't
remember whether he was a colonel or a lieutenant colonel.

Q. Dovyou_remember the building, the van, or what-
ever it was, in which you were interrogated.

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was it a van or what was it?
A, Actually it was a bunker. A sandbagged bunker

on top of--our helipad was down at the foot of the hill there
at LZ Dottie. It was a sandbagged bunker. I think it was
dug into the ground and then sandbagged around the top. I
can remember stepping down into it.

Q. Do you remember whether it had a metal door on
it or not? Could you have been going into a van that had
been dug into the ground and covered with sand bags?

A, Quite possibly I could have, sir. I know that
it was a dug-in bunker, and sandbagged.

Q. How large was it, approximately?

A, If T remember, sir, it was something like maybé

12 or 14 feet by 9 or 10 feet inside.

Q. I have here two plctures of individuals (Exhibits
P-50 and P-142). Would you look at these and see if either
of those may have been the officer that you talked with?

A, Sir, I couldn't say one way or another whether
either one of those was the person I talked with. The face
on the smaller picture is more--~I'd say, if I had seen either
face, it would be the one in the smaller picture, I would
‘think. I can't say that either one of them is really the one
I talked with. .

Q. For the record, we'd like to state that Mr.
CULVERHOUSE was shown pictures of Lieutenant Colonel BARKER
(Exhibit P-142) and Colonel HENDERSON (Exhibit P-50). Al-
though not being able to positively identify them, he indi-
cated the small photo of Colonel HENDERSON may possibly have
been the individual he talked with,
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MR MACCRATE: Did you ever hear, Mr. CULVERHOUSE, that Mr.
THOMPSON and his crew had taken a child to the hospital in
Quang Ngai?

A. Yes, sir. I did hear that THOMPSON and his crew
did take a small child with a shrapnel wound in one of his
arms or shoulders, to the best of my memory, to the hospital.
His gunner took this child out of this same trench w1th the
bodies which I discussed earlier.

Q. Did you understand that incident had occurred
after you left the station that day?

A. I understood it happened before, sir.

Q. Did it occur while you were on station that day
or before you came on station?

Aa. I think it occurred to me, sir, while we were on
station. I wouldn't want to say for sure that THOMPSON in-
formed us, but I mentioned his absence when we first arrived

-on station. But really, as far as making a definite answer

and saying that he informed us when he returned that he was
returning from taking that wounded person to the hospital or
exactly where he had been, I don't--I can't remember him
actually telling us where he had been or when he had taken
this child to the hospital.

Q. You were simply basing your assumption that he
had done it before on the fact that he was not on station
when you arrived on station. Is that it?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know if any gunship accompanied him on
that trip to the hospital?

A. No, sir, I don't.

Q. You don't recall any of the other pilots speaking
about going with him, accompanying him in their gunship, to
the hospital? :

A, I don't remember anyone saying that, sir.

COL FRANKLIN: I'm going to ask you for some opinions of this

meeting you had with the colonel, Mr. CULVERHOUSE. What
impression did you have of the talk that you had? Did you
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get to talk like you talked to us, without interruption? Was
there a real interest, or did you get argued with a little bit?
Were you sort of put on the spot° Just what was your feeling
with this colonel?

A. ‘T don't remember being able to talk to him as
freely as I've been able to talk to you this morning. It
seems like--it seems to me that the colonel I talked to was
more or less on the defensive in a way. It appeared to me
that there was some doubt really as to what we were saying.
That could, might have just been his personality to not make
a person feel very at ease. But he appeared to be on the,
I'd say the more or less defensive rather than a neutral.
I'd say the defensive more than a neutral in his line of
questioning.

Q. You mentioned generally the same subjects you
covered with us. This ditch--I think in one of your state-
ments, there may be even blood running in the ditch. Do you
think you might have talked in these strong terms when you
were talking to this colonel?

A, Yes, sir. I think I might have.

Q. What was his reaction when you mentioned a ditch
with blood running in the ditch and all these bodies? Did
he say anything?

A, I can't remember exactly what his reaction to

that was, sir. It seemed that some of the things that I told
him did seem to put him, like I said, more or less on the
defensive, or that's the way I felt it--that's the way I got
it. It made him uneasy. Really, sir, that's what I'm trying
to say. He seemed to be quite uneasy when I'd make a rather
bold or brass statement as to the hard facts, like so many
bodies~--that there was blood actually running off from the
bodies down into the ditch. Really, that's the impression

he gave me.

Q. Your landing of this gunship is sort of unusual.
Do you recall anybody ever being upset about bringing that
gunship down?

A, I don't recall anyone ever acting real upset about
it. I know it isn't standard operating procedures. Myself,
if I had been making the decisions, I don't know whether I
would have elected to actually set or land a gunship in a
tactical situation or not.
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Q. Do you ever recall Mr, MILLIANS coming to you and
saying he got in trouble for landing that gunship to evacuate
those civilians?

A. I don't remember him saying that.

Q. Do you remember ever talking to your company
commander about this?

A, No, sir. I don't remember going to talk with

Major WATKE for that specific purpose or reason. You know,
as far as making explanations as to why we did it and so
forth, I don't remember him calling us in. We were all a
fairly close-knit group, and I might have discussed it with
him, but not on a formal basis anyway.

Q. Well, how about the informal basis, discussing
this with Major WATKE? Do you specifically recall any time
when you talked about it informally?

A. I can't recall any specific time, no, sir. I
really can't say that I did or that I didn't. We, among the
flight platoons there in the company, we discussed things
quite frequently in more or less the open. Things such as
what we had found on our missions, KIA's that were taken that
day, how many weapons we had captured, and like that. So it's
qguite possible that I might have discussed something about
this incident with Major WATKE on that type basis. I don't
remember a formal discussion.

Q. In your opinion, did Major WATKE know about that?
Did he know about the ditch and the bodies, in your opinion?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. He did know about it?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Can I ask you why you think he did?

A. | Well, sir, as I said, I don't remember going to

him and telling him personally. I'm sure as much concern as
there was in the company over this incident, as much as it was
probably talked about, and all that, I don't see how they
could help but be aware of it. As upset as Mr. THOMPSON
seemed to be over the entire situation and all, I can't say
for sure that he ever went in front of Major WATKE for that.
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Knowing Major WATKE and knowing Mr. THOMPSON, I'd be prone
to believe that surely Mr. THOMPSON d4id make him aware of it.
I can't say for sure that he did.

Q; You say "in the company." Was there more than
just you and Mr. THOMPSON and some crew members? What do
you mean "the company," the feeling in the company about this?

A, Really what I meant by that was the people, the
pilots that were actually on--the pilots and crew that were
on station that morning, the first crews on station as well
as our crew. I remember it was discussed quite frequently
for some time after it happened. It wasn't forgotten in 2
or 3 days like a lot of the missions we discussed. There
for a while, it was constantly coming up. Someone was
mentioning something about it.

Q. When it was discussed, how was it referred to,
unnecessary killing or massacre? - Do you know just what words
were used when it was discussed?

A. From the people that I heard discuss it, everyone--
all of them seemed to think--I was of the opinion that the
general opinion was that there was unnecessary killing that
took place there.

Q. Do you know if your battalion commander ever came
down and talked to anybody about this?

A. _ No, sir, I don't.

I0: I want to come back to the time you were at LZ
Dottie, and you were asked to go up with THOMPSON and somebody
else to talk to this colonel. What time of day was that, do
you recall?

A. It seems like it was either the late portion of

the morning or the very early portion of the afternoon. Some-
where around noon, I'd say, give or take an hour one way or
‘another.

Q. While you were there at LZ Dottie that day, did
you see a lot of other senior officers that were flown in

and out of the helipad?

A, No, sir.
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Q. Did you use the same hellpad that command and
control helicopters would use coming into LZ Dottie?

A. Yes, sir. There was one helipad--actually there
was an improved or asphalt helipad down at the foot of the
hill, and there was another small helipad on top of the hill
as well as a POL pad on top of the hill. 1I'd say there

was three normal landing positions there at LZ Dottie. I
would think that if there were a VIP or someone coming in,
more than likely they would land at the helipad on top of
the hill. It was much closer to the fire direction center,
the operations center, and so forth. Perhaps they would
land on top of the hill rather than land down at our heli-
pad and walk up probably 500 or 600 meters up the hill.

Q. Then you probably, if they had been there, you
probably would not have seen them anyhow.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. They would have landed at the LZ on top of the

hill, as opposed to the LZ which is on the west side of LZ
Dottie, where you normally landed your slicks and gunships?

A, Yes, sir. I could have seen them landing or
approaching LZ Dottie and known where they were landing. As
far as the people on board, why there wouldn't have been

any way that I could have known.

Q. Did you see any generals or any senior officers
there that morning when you went up to talk to the colonel
on the hill, aside from that one individual?

A. No, sir. I don't think I did.

Q. Reference the question Colonel FRANKLIN asked you
about how you were being questioned, did it appear that

you were being questioned to find out if the aero-scouts and
the gunships did something wrong that day?

A, No, sir. I don't remember any questions along

this line. I don't remember really being on the defensive my-
self, I don't think there was anything said about maybe we
were in the wrong or something. I think he was more or less
trying to base or ground on the assumption that something

had taken place there, and that it was out of order.
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Q. Do you recall whether or not you told him
“about landing the gunship to ple up these women and
children?

A. -I'm quite sure I did, sir. I'm not sure I
told him that we took them out, and I felt that if we
hadn't, they would have been killed also.

Q. This operation took place on the 1l6th. You
indicated it took place sometime closely thereafter, not
a month or something like that.

A, No, sir, no great period of time.

Q. " Yes. Could this have taken place on the 18th,
2 days later? :

A. It could have, sir. 1I'd like to think or
remember it, but it did take place within a week anyway, to
the best of my remembrance. I remember it was within 3 or
4 days. : '

Q. It was still very fresh in your memory?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, coming back to the discussions that you

had talked about within the company. I take it from
your response to Colonel FRANKLIN's question that it was

generally pretty well known within the company that something

unusual had taken place that day?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were there a lot of wild rumors going on in the
company by people who were not associated with the incident?

A. I don't remember, sir. I'm sure it was talked
about enough that I'm sure there were rumors. I'm sure.
that stories might have been twisted and so forth, because
the pilots from Alpha Company were aware of it.

Q. " You say the pilots from Alpha Company were

aware of it?

A, Yes, sir.
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0. Do you know any specific individuals from
Alpha Company that were aware of it?

A. Not that I can remember, sir. It wou.d be
almost impossible for a pilot in the battalion not to be
aware of it, because it was discussed that much. There
seemed to be quite a bit of concern.

Q. Did you ever talk to, or did anybody ever talk

to you about this incident from outside the battalion?

Here I'm thinking about people such as the inspector general,
the chaplain, or other members of the division staff?

A. No, sir. The only one outside of the battalion
that I remember saying anything to me was just this one
colonel that I was telling you about at LZ Dottie.

Q. Do you recall sitting around at your club some
evening with somebody outside of the battalion and, perhaps,
mentioning anything to them at all?

A, I don't recall doing that, sir. It could have
happened very easily, because we went to other battalions'
clubs, and they came to ours. It could have happened.

Q. At any time, to your recollection, did Major
WATKE assemble the company and tell about a lot of loose
talk going around this incident and it was being investi-
gated and, "therefore, let's stop all these rumors, and so
forth, and let the matter be investigated properly"?

A. I don't recall that, sir.

Q. Did anybody ever caution you to keep quiet about
this?

A. No, sir.

Q. Were you ever advised or informed in any way other

than what the colonel had told you at LZ Dottie that an inves-
tigation was being made of this incident?

A, No, sir. I don't remember ever being informed that
there was an investigation in progress. I suppose maybe I
might have deduced from my meeting with this colonel that
there possibly was one underway. After that one converstion
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I had with him, I never was questioned concerning it
again by anyone who was investigating it.

Q. But he did tell you that he was conducting an
investigation, as I recall your testimony?

A. Yes, sir.

MR. MACCRATE: After you spoke with the colonel who indicated
that he was conducting an investigation, did you ever, at any
time, hear the results of the investigation?

A. No, sir. As I said, that one day was the last
I ever heard about any investigation.

Q. - Did you make any inguiries or hear other people
inquiring as to what had happened of the investigation?

A. I didn't make any inquiries myself. I under-
stand, or the best I can remember, Warrant Officer THOMPSON
was inquiring. I think maybe because he was down, you know,
the closest. He got a better look at things but was more
concerned with it than anyone that I knew. I'm almost

certain that he did question someone as to whether any results
had ever come of it or not. I can't say that he actually

did this.

Q. Have you heard that he had asked someone about
it?
A. - No, sir. I hadn't heard that, and I don't remem-

ber him telling me that he had. 'I do remember that he had--
didn't forget it very quickly and still talked about it up to
the time he transferred out of our unit. I don't

know exactly what his actions were. I think that if anyone
did check on it, the outcome of the investigation, he more
than likely did.

Q. Did you get the impression that the colonel was
serious about the investigation. Was he really trying to
get at the facts of what had taken place, or in addition

to his being defensive about it, as you suggest, did you get
the impression that he really was setting out to get as much
information as he could?

Did he ask you, for example, who else had
knowledge of what went on? Was he trying to find the names
of people who were there?

(CULVERHOUSE) 34 APP T-126

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. No, sir. I don't remember him going into an
in-depth investigation, as far as that's concerned, about
circumstances that actually surrounded the case, about things
that happened before and after and all. I don't remember him
asking anything about other people that were involved, other
than maybe potential witnesses and stuff. I don't remember
any questions along those lines.

Q. Did you ever remember Major WATKE asking you ques-
tions along that line?

A. No, sir, I don't.

Q. Did you ever remember Major WILSON asking you
questions along that line?

A, No, I don't.

Q. Do you have any recollection of Major WILSON

being present at the time that you went up and talked to the
colonel? _

A. I couldn't say that he was present. I know he
spent a great deal of time in our operations van. He might
have been there, but then I couldn't say that he was.

Q. Well, would he have been down at LZ Dottie or
would he have been up at Chu Lai?

A. Well actually, he spent more time at operations

in Chu Lai than he did in the operations wvan down at LZ
Dottie. I don't remember him flying all that much. It's
possible that he could have been at either of the two places.
I couldn't say where he was, but he had knowledge that I was
going to talk to this colonel.

Q. - Did you know Colonel HOLLADAY?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you have any recollection of seeing him at

this time in connection with this investigation by the colonel,
or having any conversation with Colonel HOLLADAY?

A, I don't remember ever conversing with Colonel
HOLLADAY about the situation. I don't remember him being
present at LZ Dottie.
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Q. Do you have any recollection of--can you now
recall any of the chaplains who served your unit?

A, No, sir, not that I can recall them by name.

Q. Do you have any recollection of any discussions
with the chaplain regarding this incident?

A, I never discussed it with him, sir.

Q. Do you remember anyone else discussing it in
your presence?

A. No, sir.

COL FRANKLIN: After you got through talking to this colonel,
Mr. CULVERHOUSE, were you called in by anybody in your chain
of command to say, "Well, how did it go?" or, "What did you
tell the colonel?"

A. I don't remember being called in by anyone, sir.
To the best of my memory, I went back down to the parked
helicopter to continue a card game or toss some horseshoes.

Q. Didn't that seem strange to you?
A. No, sir, not really.
Q. I wish you'd think real hard now, Mr. CULVERHOUSE.

This is really important to us, whether this was a lieutenant
colonel or a colonel. Anything that was said before or after
SO we can try to pin down who this individual is. Was he the
colonel or the brigade commander or the task force commander
or the IG? Can you recall anything along this line?

A, AS to what his actual title was?

Q. Yes.
A. I can't remember, sir, exactly what his title was.

The best I can remember is that Mr. THOMPSON came down and said
"There's a colonel from the brigade"--

Q. (Interposing) From the brigade?

A. . Yes, sir. "He wants to talk to us about this mis-
sion a couple days ago." It seems that he was from brigade.
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I know he wasn't from--I'm fairly certain he wasn't from
the division anyway. I couldn't say exactly what office
he was working out of. .

Q. Would you say he was not working out of LZ
Dottie?

A. Yes, sir. I would say that.

Q. Why would you say that?

A.V ’ To the best that I can remember, he came to LZ

Dottie expressly for the purpose of talking with us. It
was my understanding that he was from outside LZ Dottie. He
was there to find out what information he could find.

Q. . Do you know who was the brigade commander of the
brigade you supported at this time, what his name was?

A. In the brigade, I think it was Colonel BARKER.
Task Force Barker is named after Colonel BARKER of the 1lilth
Infantry Brigade. _

Q. Do you know what a brigade is, Mr. CULVERHOUSE?

A. I should know, sir. 1It's a-—-if I'm not mistaken,
it's the next higher division than a battalion. It would be
battalion, brigade, and then division, if I'm not mistaken.

Q. Do you ever recall seeing a brigade commander over
there during this period of a month or so?

A. Not as such. Not as a brigade commander, I don't
recall seeing one.

Q. I have one final question. Was this colonel
wearing web gear, or do you recall?

A. He was wearing web gear and, if I'm not mistaken,
he had his helmet and helmet liner. T don't think he had it
on, sir. I think he had it on the desk in front of him.

Q. If he didn't have his helmet on and had his web
gear on, you probably could not see insignia, is this correct?

A. It's possible, sir, with the shoulder straps on
that you might not be able to.
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COL FRANKLIN: Thank you very much, Mr. CULVERHOUSE.

I0Y You identified a bfigade. Do you know what a
task force is?

A. -A task force, sir?
Q. Yes.
A. I don't know exactly, unless a task force is a

unit from within a brigade, say maybe two or three battalions
working in conjunction on a certain area of responsibility.
Not really, sir. As I said, most of my time in Vietnam was
spent in maintenance. ‘ _

Q. - I understand that. But you seem to put the task
force above the brigade or something of that nature.

A. No, sir. My opinion of a task force would be
something like maybe two battalions or so working in conjunc-
tion to accomplish an overall mission, say a mission that
started on one day and ended 30 days later.

Q. All right, fine. Mr. CULVERHOUSE, do you have
any photos, maps, memos, documents, or any materials of any
kind, which relates to this incident that may be of benefit
to the purpose of this investigation?

A. No, sir. I have none to my knowledge.

Q. Do you have anything else that you would like
to add to what you've said here today, which might be of
assistance to us?

A. I can't think of anything else, sir.

Q. Well, you've been very open, and we are very
appreciative. We have given you certain facts and certain
bits of information as we have gathered them and as they
were presented in testimony to the investigation. If, in
the future, with the benefit of this information, some

of these other things that might be stored in your memory
come to light, we'd like very much to have you notify this
investigating board so that we can make that a matter of
record.

A. Okay, very well, sir.
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0. Do you have anything further?
A. No, sir.
. I0: This hearing will recess at this time.

(The hearing recessed at 1025 hours, 10 January
1970.)

(The hearing reconvened at 1035 hours, 10 January
1970, with LTC PATTERSON and CW2 CULVERHOUSE present.)

ILTC PATTERSON: The hearing will come to order. You are
reminded that you are still under oath and that your
instructions still apply.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I place before you an aerial photograph (Exhibit
P-1), approximate scale 1:3,000. It's a vertical photograph.
It is our hope that you will be able to identify some points
on this photograph which we will mark. Hopefully you will
then be willing to sign the photograph. We will then intro-
duce it into evidence, and it will become a permanent part of
this inquiry as an exhibit (Exhibit P-156).

But before we do that, I would like to show you
some photographs which are already exhibits: photographs
(Exhibits) P-103 through P-12. These photographs are aerial
photographs, oblique. They were taken from an altitude of
about 1,000 feet from a helicopter, showing My Lai (4)
recently and not in the 1968 time frame. But to get you
oriented and to get a feel of what the village and the sur-
rounding area looked like, I'd appreciate it if you would
peruse these photographs. We will discuss them individually
as to the direction from which they were taken, north, south,
east, or west.

After we've done this, then perhaps the incidents
that you've described as having seen on 16 March, you can
identify and place on the vertical aerial photograph (Exhibit
P-1), which we will introduce as an exhibit to your testimony.
At this time, I give these photographs to the witness, and
the hearing will recess while he peruses the photographs.

' (The hearing recessed at 1038 hours, 10 January
1970.)
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(The hearing reconvened at 1045 hours, 10 January
1970.)

LTC PATTERSON: The hearing will come back to order. Mr.
CULVERHOUSE, you're again reminded you're under oath. Do

you feel you are better oriented now on the aerial photograph
(Exhibit P-1) after looking through these 8-by-10 oblique
photos, Exhibits P-103 to P-1207?

A. Yes, sir, I feel like I am.

Q. If you prefer or if you desire, I have a 1:50,000
standard map (Exhibit MAP 5) that I can show you. However,
with the detail that we're going to get into now, I would
prefer you use this. Do you want it?

A. No, sir.

Q. I believe you indicated in your previous testimony
that there are three significant scenes that you saw on the
morning of 16 March. One of these was a group of people in

a ditch.

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you think, after being oriented on that aerial

photograph (Exhibit P- 46), that you can identify that ditch on
that aerial photograph (Exhibit P-1)?

A, . Yes, sir.

Q. Would you point to it, please?

A; It would be this one right here, sir.

Q. P01nt1ng to an area on the aerial photograph

(Exhibit P-1) we will mark with a number 1. Right here, or
here, or where?

A. Right in here, sir.

(LTC PATTERSON marks location identified by
CW2 CULVERHOUSE on Exhibit P-1, which with annotation is later
admitted into evidence as Exhibit P-156.)

Q. Right here. Number 1. And will you tell me again
so we'll know what to put at this location.
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A. Sir, I saw, I'd say, approximately 150 to 200
bodies.

0. Saw approximately 150 to 200 bodies?

A. Yes, sir.

0. Can you elaborate on the type of bodies? Were
they dead? : '

A, They were--appeared to be dead, and it'appeared

to me they had been just thrown or pushed into the ditch.
They weren't laying in any order, just one on top of another.

Q. How about sex or age?

A. On our low passes I got to deflnltely distin-
guish that there were mixed sex and varylng ages, from very

young to very old.

Q. Number 1l is identified as where Mr. CULVERHOUSE
saw approximately 150 to 200 Vietnamese, of mixed sex and age,
dead.

A. Yes, sir.

0. The second thing that you indicated was that you
saw a sergeant that you identified by chevrons. This sergeant
appeared to be colored and was firing into a group into the
ditch. Can you identify that location?

A. . -Yes, sir. It would be in the same location, number
1. He was standing on the eastern bank.

0. He was firing into the same group of bodies, ap?
parently the same group of bodies that you identified in num-
ber 12

A, Yes, sir. My impression was that maybe some of
the bodies weren't, or the people weren't yet dead. My
first impression was that he was finishing off those that
hadn't died yet.

Q. Marked as number 2 on the aerial photograph is
where Mr. CULVERHOUSE saw an apparently colored NCO fire into
the group in the ditch from the east side. 1Is that correct,
Mr. CULVERHOUSE? '
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. Another incident that you claim to have seen
is some people in a bunker where Mr. THOMPSON, according
to your testimony, landed his helicopter.

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Do you identify that from this aerial photograph?
Or from any of the other photographs you've looked at?

A. I couldn't positively identify the position of
these people. I know it was somewhere on the northeastern
side of the bulk of the village.

Q. ' Was it in an open area, or was it close to--

A. (Interposing) It was close to a vegetated area
with trees and buildings within the vegetation.

Q. Well, do you think you could indicate it on this
photo? ' ' '
A. I think, sir, I'd prefer not to. I know it was

in close proximity to this ditch we discussed earlier. I
couldn't--really right now I couldn't say whether it was on
the western side or the northeastern side of it.

Q. All right. In your previous statements, the
statement to the CID investigator, you indicated that you saw
some other activities or incidents on the ground. Do you re-
call any of these?

A, Yes, sir. I've stated that I saw one group of
bodies, probably 20 to 25 people, lying in a pile on a road
leading from the village. A few more bodies were scatter-
ed farther west along this same road.

Q. The trail leadlng from the village, do you recall
which direction? .

A. Yes, sir. It was a, more or less, westward direc-
tion. The road that I'm speaking of ran more or less east and
west,

Q. Let's see, along the trail that led from the
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village and then joined a road, is that what you said?

A. Yes, sir. It was at a trail intersection. It
- was an east-west road.

0. You pointed to the side of the road. Do you
think that's the road there? '

A. Yes, sir. I think it was. It was to the south.
Q. Pointing to Highway 521.

A. This east-west road was to the south of the vil-

lage and, to the best I can remember, the bodies were on this
road at a trail intersection leading into the main portion
of the village.

Q. Well, by looking at the aerial photograph, there
are two trails that run into the village from the east-west
road, Highway 521. There is this trail and, of course, that's
the one running due south. 2And then there's a trail that runs
. out of the southeast corner to a little hamlet and more to

the southeast.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recognize any of the terrain or with
other photos be able to recognize where you might have seen
those bodies? The 20 to 25?2

A. Sir, we were flying in a right-hand orbit passing
over this ditch we pointed out, and in our right-hand turn in
order to fly across this ditch, I'm prone to believe that this
road and trail intersection right here is where I saw the
bodies. :

Q. That's a logical deduction. Do you want to put it
down as that? Do you recognize it from the photograph--

A, (Interposing) Sir, I can remember this hedgerow,
it being to the south of this road and there was a road and
trail intersection.

Q. The hedgerow structure is all along 521 there.

It separates it from the trail out here to the south.

A, Yes, sir, it does.
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Q. Do you remember where this group might have been
in relation to Hill 85, which is off to the southeast of the
map? You must have notlced——well I'm sure you've noticed
Hill 85 in your orbits. '

A. ‘Yes, sir, it was north of 85, possibly--

Q. (Interp031ng) North of 85?2 If you'll also notice
the hedgerow along 521 is close to 521 in some areas and a
little further away in others. In this area the trail run-
ning southeast of My Lai (4) to 521 there are groups of--or

a little village, not really a defined hedge as such. And
just to the west of this intersection, the southeast inter-
section, there is a heavy growth and then separated and then
a kind of a single line on the southern most trail out of My
Lai (4) to 521. Referring to photograph, Exhibit P-105,
which is a photograph of My Lai (4) taken from the notheast
corner looking to the south-southwest. Route 521 is in the
upper left-hand corner running from the upper left-hand corner
to approximately top middle of the photograph. Here is the

- hedgerow that you see that's identified on the photograph as
being down in here.

A. I would prefer to think that it was right along in
here, sir. : :
0. Right along in here° All right, marking number 3
and this was a group of 20 to 257?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Group of 20 to 25 what?

A, Dead, of mixed sex.

Q. What about ages?

A. Again like in the ditch, from very young to old.
Q. Is this an approximate area or are you fairly

well sure of this?
A, I'm fairly well sure of it, sir.
Q. All right. Number 3 on the aerial photgraph is

identified as a group of 20 to 25 dead Vietnamese of mixed sex
and age. Can you recall anything else that we might be able
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to put on this photo concerning any of the incidents? Where

- did you land the helicopter, you and Mr. MILLIANS, to pick up
some Vietnamese? Can you recall? Think about it for a moment
without reference to the photograph. Try to remember the ap-
proach that you made. The direction of your approach and any
considerations that you had reference obstacles as you were
coming into your flare for landing.

A. Sir, I remember approaching in an eastward direc-
tion. '

Q. ' An easterly direction?

A. And approaching a tree line from the west in an

eastward direction.

0. - Do you recall overflying the village itself or
were you over open area in your approach?

A. We flew over open rice paddies and approach a
wooded area.

0. The wooded area being to your front or to your
east as you were landing?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And this area then you stopped or landed and
- set down just short of this tree area?

A, Yes, sir. We landed as close as we could to the
tree area without endangering the helicopter. When we made
our takeoff, we made it in a northeasterly direction.

Q. To a northeasterly direction? and did you overfly
any water? . :
A, I can't remember overflying any water. The reason
I say we took off in a northeastward direction--I remember
referencing it to the South China Sea. I know we made our
takeoff in that direction.

Q. Okay.

A, And then immediately after the takeoff, we turned
back to the southwest.

Q. And were you flying towards Hill 85 at this time?
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A. Yes, sir. We took off in a northeasterly direc-
tion, made a rlght -~hand turn and paralleled this northeast-
southwest running road.

Q. Which is 521.

A, Yes, sir. The people we took out, we deposited
in a rice paddy to the south of the road, probably a mile,
mile and a half, 2 miles to the southwest of the village.

Q. All right. ©Now let's think about your takeoff.

It must have caused you just a bit of concern that you were
loaded with fuel and hadn't expended any ammo. You had, as I
believe your testimony indicates, about four people abocard
plus your own crew. There must have been some thought about
RPM loss, and there probably was some thought about a running
takeoff or a shallow, gradual takeoff and no climbing out over
any trees initially.

A. That's right, sir. L

Q. And then you certainly didn't start your turn to
the south, or right, too soon, did you? Till you got

a little altltude?

A. No, sir, not before we got to at least 200, 250,

or 300 feet.

Q. You hadn't yet arrived over the China Sea?

A, , No, sir.

Q. And when you turned to the'south, or to the right,

do you recall the position of Hill 85, as you came around and
paralleled Highway 5217

‘A, Yes, sir. I know we paralleled the highway>and
went back to--

Q. (Interposing) When you first started your turn,
you probably cleared yourself to the right to make sure there
‘weren't any other ships in your way. As you came around and
got turned around and started heading back to the southwest
along this trail, do you remember where Hill 85 was? Was it
out to your left front?

A, Yes, it would be off to our left front, sir.
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Q. Do you remember seeing it, thinking about it?
A. I can't remember any distinct thoughts about it.
Q. Okay. I'd like to refer you to Exhibit P-110, an

aerial photograph, oblique, of My Lai (4). You can see the
China Sea in the background and Highway 521. Number 1 that
you've marked on the aerial photograph (Exhibit P-156) is here.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Landing to the east, flying over an open area, do
you recall whether the village was off to your left or to your
right? You were sitting left seat, and off to your flank on
your side of the ship, could you see the village?

A. S No, sir. The village would have been on our right.

Q. Then that means that you would have made your ap—
proach to the east on the north side of the village?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And into a tree line?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Can you identify on P-110 what might have been the

tree line, or can you identify any tree line? You'll notice
there's a bridge going across, or a dike of some sort going
across the stream that's pictured here in P-110. That bridge
or dike is this area right here, on the aerial photograph.

A, I don't specifically remember the bridge or dike,
but I know we did approach in a easterly direction, to the
north of the village. I also know that it was fairly close

to the position that we've marked 1 here, the ditch. It wasn't
very far from it at all. '

Q. Okay. Would you close your eyes just a minute, Mr.
CULVERHOUSE, and think about when you came to your flare. Did
he set the helicopter right down in an easterly direction, or
did he hover and turn the helicopter in one direction or the
othex?

A, I think at the very bottom of the approach we were
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ap?roaching in more or less an easterly direction, and
then right at the bottom, he might have turned the heli-
copter back to the south.

Q. To the south?

A. 'Right. I believe he did turn the nose to the
right, which would be turning it to the south.

Q. So that the individuals could get in the left
door, your side?

A. No, sir. So they could get in the right door.
0. So they could get in the right door?

A. | Yes, sir. They got in the aircraft from the

right-hand side.

Q. Okay. Then picking up, when he picked up that
heavily loaded helicopter, did he swing the nose one way
or the other?

A. To the best of my memory, sir, we had to turn

the helicopter, had to side hover out, I guess, more or less,

to the north and then pedal turn back in a northerly direc-

- tion to make our takeoff over the most advantageous take-
off path.

Q. Okay, from either P-110 or the aerial photo-
graph, do you think you can point out the approximate area
that this was? Thinking about the relation as to where
that ditch was that you'd seen previously?

Aa. Yes, sir, the ditch was, I'm fairly certain, to
our right flank, so--

Q. (Interposing) Been to the south?

A. Yes, sir, to the south. It would have to be--
the way we came in it would have to be. We approached this
area right in here.

Q. Right in here? Marking number 4. Okay, we're

marking this number 4. This is where you landed with Mr.
MILLIANS to pick up some Vietnamese nationals that were alive?
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A. Yes, sir.

0. Do you recall their age, sex, makeup of these
individuals?

A. : Yes, sir. There's no doubt in my mind about

- these individuals. There was, I'd say approximately 10 of
them of mixed sex, and again ranging from very young to
very old.

Q. And, is this, or do you recall, were they standing
in the field, were they in a ditch, or were they in a bunker.

A. Well, when we made our approach, sir, they were
standing just outside a makeshift bunker, and Warrant Officer
THOMPSON and his crew were standing with them assisting them
to our helicopter.

Q. Number 4 is marked where Mr. CULVERHOUSE landed
to pick up 10 Vietnamese nationals of mixed age and sex
standing outside a bunker. Now you just stated that Mr.

- THOMPSON was there and assisted these people aboard your
ship? : .

A, Yes, sir.

Q. His helicopter was at this location, too, at this
time?
A, Yes, sir. He had landed his helicopter also very

close in to the tree line and frictioned his flight controls
down and was outside his helicopter.

Q. Do you recall whether you landed to the south or
the north of him. Was he to your right or you left?

A. He was to our right, sir. Maybe a little closer
~in than we were.

Q. Okay. So he would have been somewhere in here,
just to the south of you?

A, ' Yes, sir. Just to the probably due south if not
southwest of us, not very many meters away.

Q. Number 5 is marked to the south of where Mr.
CULVERHOUSE and Mr. MILLIANS landed. Number 5 is identified
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on the aerial photograph as where Mr. THOMPSON landed next to
bunker and called for gunship to evac the Vietnamese. Is that
essentially correct?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. What else can we fix on here, Mr. CULVERHOUSE? Do
you recall seeing any additional bodies to the west of a
north-south trail?

A, Yes, sir, I would say 80 to 125 meters west from
this position, where we marked the pile of bodies containing
20 to 25 bodies, there were scattered bodies. Probably five
or six laying on the trail and off the edge of the trail,
from this pile to the west.

Q. And you think this is from number 3 rather than
down in this area?

A. Yes. Yes, sir. That's what I think, if I'm not
entirely mistaken about that intersection. I know that a
large pile of bodies was at a trail intersection and there
were probably five or six more bodies scattered to the west
of it.

Q. About how far to the west of this group of 20 to
25 did you say it was?

A, I'd say about 80 to 100 meters.

Q. I've indicated on the aerial photograph number 6,

where you think you saw an additional five to six bodies ap-
proximately 80 to 100 meters west of the larger group identi-
fied on the aerial photograph as number 3.

A. Yes; sir.

Q. Numbers 3 and 6 now, I have a feeling you're not
real sure of. 1Is it possible that they could be in the vicin-
ity of the trail junction of the north-south trail running due
south out of the center of My Lai (4) to 521?

A. Yes, sir. It is very possible that it could have
been there.

Q. So both number 3 and 6 are approximate?
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A. Yes, sir. I don't know, probably, thinking again,
it could have been one just about as easily as the other as
far as I can remember.

Q. Is there anything else, Mr. CULVERHOUSE, that you-
'd like to fix on the map?

A. No, sir.

Q. All right. There are a couple of additional

questions that I'd like to ask you about the meeting that
you recalled with this colonel. Can you tell me anything
else about the individual that talked to you, this colonel,
concerning his age. Would you describe approximately how
old you feel he was?

A. Sir, to the best of my memory, he was middle-
aged and of about average build.

0. Middle-aged, what do you mean?

A. Right around, probably 48 to 50 years old.
Q. Would you say he was older than 407

A, Yes, sir. I would say he was older than 40.
Q. And a good bit older than 40? I mean 5, 10
years? :

A, Yes, sir, it could be 5 or 10 years over 40.
Q. Did he have a full head of hair, or did he

keep his hair clipped short, or was he bald1ng9 Do you
recall?

A, The only thing I can recall is that he did have
fairly short or thin hair. I don't recall him having
a moustache or anything that would really stick out.

Q. Okay. G01ng back now to when you arrived on
station in the morning. You indicated that you flew with
Mr, MILLIANS.

A, Yes, sir.
Q. Why do you recall so vividly it was Mr. MILLIANS?
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A. Well, one reason I recall so vividly, sir, is
that at one time I was thinking about writing Mr. MILLIANS
actions up that day for some type of award. I felt that he
did an outstanding job that day and probably should had
gotten some type of reward. I had planned to write this
statement up, but never did. .

Q. Had Mr. MILLIANS flown prior to the time that
you and he went up?

A. That same day, sir?

Q. Yes,

A. No, éir, he hadn't.

Q. | You and he were a crew, and you did not take his

position in the helicopter?

A. No, sir. We were a crew from the-—assigned as
crews that morning.

Q. Was Major WATKE in the air at the time you were

airborne?

A. No, sir. I don't think he was.

Q. Mr. CULVERHOUSE, if this photograph is essentially
correct, I've indicated at the top of the photograph, "Pre-
pared at Washington, D.C., on 10 January 1970." Would you

be willing to sign your name to that photograph?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you take the blue pen and sign it, please?

(The witness signed the annotated aerial photo-
graph, later identified as Exhibit P-156.)

I think you indicate that Major WATKE was not
flying that day while you were airborne?

A, To the best of my knowledge, sir, he wasn't. I
think the- people that were flying the period I flew were all
junior-grade officers, if not all warrant officers.

Q. Do you have anything else that you'd like to add,
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Mr. CULVERHOUSE, to what you have previously discussed.

A. No, sir. I can't think of anything else at the
moment that might be of any help to you.

Q. You are again reminded of the directions that
General PEERS gave you about discussing this testimony with
anyone else. And we'd like to thank you very much for your
cooperation and your willingness to help us in this inquiry.
A. Thank you, sir.

(The aerial photograph, Exhibit P-1, annotated
to reflect locations identified by CW2 CULVERHOUSE was re-
ceived and admitted into evidence as Exhibit P-156.)

(The hearing recessed at 1133 hours, 10 January
1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: CZARNECKI, David J.
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 7 March 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A
COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Doorgunner, General
KOSTER's helicopter, A Company, 1234 Aviation Battalion.

1. BACKGROUND INFQORMATION.

The witness was assigned as a permanent doorgunner to
General KOSTER in late February 1968 (pg. 2). His records
indicated that he flew six hours on 16 March 1968 (pg. 3).
The witness sat on the left side of the ship, while KOSTER
and LUCAS were on the right side (pg. 4). He recalled flying
to the change of command ceremony and stated that General .
YOUNG's and Colonel GALLOWAY's ships were also there (pg.4).
He recalled no other activity on 15 March 1968 (pg. 5).

2. ACTIVITY ON 16 MARCH.

The witness did not remember a specific date for a
meeting between KOSTER and Colonel HENDERSON at LZ Dottie
(pg. 8). He did not recall a ship landing with wounded on
board (pg. 9). He recalled that General DOLEMAN was taken to
LZ Dottie with them (pg. 12). He stated that KOSTER and
DOLEMAN got into a jeep (pg. 12). The witness could not
recall any other activities that day (pgs. 14, 15). He
did not recall orbiting over a smoking area (pg. 16). He
recalled landing once in the field with the 1st Cavalry
(pg. 17). Normally, they would fly at 1500-2000 feet
(pg. 17). He did not recall any significant body count, or
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the extraction of the ground forces on 18 March (pg. 18).
He recalled seeing three dead Vietnamese northeast of L2
Dottie, but did not know if he was with KOSTER at the time
(pg. 20). He did not hear of any investigations (pgs. 21,
23). He stated that they often landed at the Tropo pad at
Quang Ngai in June when the ARVN's were having an operation

(pg. 23).

(0
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EXHIRBRITS
EXHIBIT ) :
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES - PAGES
(Wit identified
P-199 Miscellaneous Scene General YOUNG and 10
RIDDLE, but stated
he did not remember
11T'C Barker.
Wit recognizZed
P-237 Miscellaneous Scene General DOLEMAN. 11
' - Used to orient the
MAP-5 Map 6739 II (small scale}lwitness. 6
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(The hearing reconvened at 1119 hours, 7 March 1970.)
MR WEST: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: MR WEST, LTC
PATTERSON, and MAJ THOMAS.

The next witness is Mr. David J. CZARNECKI.

(MR CZARNECKI was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Please state your full name, occupation, and resi-
dence?

A. David Joseph CZARNECKI. I work for American Cya-
nide. I'm a lab technician there. My address, sir, you said
my address too?

RCDR: Yes.

A. 337 North Fifth Avenue, Manville, New Jersey.

MR WEST: Mr. CZARNECKI, have you read our Exhibit M—57 which -
gives the purpose and nature of the inquiry? :

A. ' Yes, I have.

Q. Do you have any questions about it?

A, No, sir.

Q. For the record, were you a member of the Army on

16 March 1968?
A. ‘ I was, sir.

Q. What was your assignment and statlon at that time,
your organization?

A. My assignment and my organization was 123d Aviation
Company, A Company. I was a helicopter doorgunner at that
time.

Q. " You were in South Vietnam at this time?
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A. : In South Vietnam, Chu Lai.

MR WEST:  Colonel PATTERSON, will you lead the interrogation
please? _

LTC PATTERSON: Yes, sir. When did you arrive in Vietnam for
your tour?.

A, That was the 31st of December, 1967.

Q. Were you immediately assigned to A Company of the
12347

A. No. I went to Bien Hoa first. My previous MOS

there was military policeman. At that time I was there about
4 days, it was 3 or 4 days, and I was shipped to Chu Lai. And
when I got there they didn't have a--I guess the guota was
filled for all MP's they needed. Then they asked for 25 vol-

- unteers for doorgunners, so I volunteered. Then after that,

that same day, I was assigned to the company.

Q. . So you went for all practical purposes in December,
then, to the company in the 123d?

A. No, it was January when I got there.

Q. January?

A. It was about January the 1l4th.

Q. Were you assigned to a particular aircraft at
that time?

A. At that time, no. I was a floating gunner then.

It was later February or early March I was asked to fly on
the--permanently on General KOSTER's ship.

Q. You don't recall more specifically when this oc-
curred?
A. No, I can't because at that time I put a 1049 in

after I flew a few weeks to be an MP. My platoon sergeant
talked me out of it. So there was a couple of weeks there
that I didn't fly, and then I went down to fly with him.
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Q. You have any records that indicate your flight time
on any given days?

A. I think the military has their record and I have
mine at home, pen01led—1n copy .

Q. Have you had an opportunity to check your record,
your pencil copy?

A. Yes, I have.

Q. Can you state whether or not you flew on 16 March
19682

A. I flew, I think, 6 hours on March the 1l6th.

Q. | The official Army records also show that Mr.

" WITHAM flew 6 hours with General KOSTER as General KOSTER's

pilot that day. Do you recall whether or not you flew with
General KOSTER?

A. That day?
Q. Yes?
A. I'm pretty sure from some of the facts that I've

already heard that I was flying on that ship that day.

Q. The purpose of asking you to come in, sir, is to
assist not only General PEERS in this inquiry in trying to
ascertain the facts and circumstances surrounding the events
of My Lai-Son My, but to assist General PEERS and General
KOSTER in trying to fix, as best we can, General KOSTER's
movements; where he was, whom he saw, and what he saw during
the period 16 to 20 March, 1968. Recognizing that it's been
a considerable period of time, General KOSTER, like most,
cannot fix in his mind specific events that concern people,
places, and things on any particular, given day some 2 years
ago. Yet by talking to all the people intimately involved
with General KOSTER, certain facts fall out from each and
soon we can put together pretty well what transpired. The
facts that you might have in your recall will assist us in
this plight. The period of time that we're interested in,
as I've indicated is 16 March. We assume, based upon your
flight time and the flight time of the other individuals a-
board the aircraft that flew General KOSTER, that you were,
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ih fact, a gunner. For the record, will you state what side
of the aircraft you rode on?

A, I flew on the AC side so that would be the left
side.
Q. ‘The left side of the ship, and General KOSTER

flew on what side?

A. He flew on the right side, along with the crew
chief. That would be LUCAS.

Q. In as attempt to bring you into the time frame

16 to 19 March, I'd like to give you a few facts of what oc-
curred in the general time frame to see if we can or if you
can recall the specifics of the time frame. For instance, on
15 March 1968 there was a change of command ceremony at Duc
Pho.

A. Correct.

Q. Do you recall taking General KOSTER or being with
General KOSTER when he went from Chu Lai to Duc Pho for that -
change of command ceremony?

A, I remember that day going to Duc Pho for the change
of command because I was to remember that the other three C&C
ships were also there.

Q. Which other three C&C ships?
A. It would be General YOUNG and I'm pretty sure it
was General--a Colonel GALLOWAY. I believe he was still a

colonel. That's correct isn't it?

Q. Yes. The other three--well, you've indicated the

other two or two others.

A. Well, wait a minute, there were three counting....
Q. - Three counting General KOSTER's ship?

A. Yes.
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The records indicate thlS change of command occur-—-
red at 0930 in the morning. Does that seem to agree with
your recollection?

A. Well the actuil time I can't--to the best of my
knowledge, I can't remember that. I just remember it was hot
that day and I remember it was in the morning. I can't seem
to place that.

Q. Yes. Under the assumption that this occurred in
the morning of 15 March and the day that you recall, do you
remember General LIPSCOMB departing. And Colonel HENDERSON,
can you picture Colonel HENDERSON in your mind as the incum~
bent brigade commander?

A. On the 15th was the day the two commanders changed.

Q. Coxrect. Generxal LIPSCOMB left, and Colonel
HENDERSON took over the command of the 1llth.

A. Well, since we were down there for a ceremony I

guess that is actually what happened, but we were quite far
in the background. We didn't go up to see the ceremony it-
self, we saw the change of command from a distance.

Q. I see. Do you recall--.
A. (Interposing) The actual ceremonies I didn't see.
Q. Do you recall did the general, General KOSTER,

stay at Duc Pho a period of time after the ceremony?

A, I can't really say on that. Sometimes we stayed
for lunch, well quite a few times, but that one day in par-
ticular I can't remember if we stayed there for lunch or not.

Q. I see. Do you remember when you left and where
you went?

A. That day, I think we went back to Chu Lai after
that. As we on--a lot of times with ceremonies we were let

off early and we usually go back. That day, I can't remember
if we went back early or we stopped off someplace.
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Q. Did you talk to the crew members of the other two
C&C aircraft that were there?

A. Oh, yeah, a lot of times when we would go to one
specific place with all three. We were all quite good friends.
We were all in the same platoon so we all get together when

we go down there.

Q. Do you recall hearing them discuss where they
thought they were going after the ceremony'>

A. No, I can't.

Q. Do you recall any other aCth1tleS that we can
associate with the 15th of March as far as the movements of
General KOSTER are concerned?

A. On the 15th the only thing that really sticks in
my mind is the ceremony, sir.

Q. The change of command ceremony. Well, the 15th of
March was a Friday, not that it's significant for, as I under-
stand it days rather run together. Saturday morning was the
16th of March. An operation was scheduled to be conducted
from LZ Dottie by Task Force Barker. Does Task Force Barker
mean anything to you? You know what Task Force Barker is?

A. Well, I remember hearing of Task Force Barker.
That was--it was named after Colonel BARKER who was charge
of it.

Q. That's correct.

A, And the operation area, I can't remember really
offhand exactly where that was located at. '

Q. I'd like to show you MAP-5 which is a 1:50,000 map,
and I'll orient the witness on the map. (LTC PATTERSON ori-
ented the witness on the map.)

Now that we've looked at the map and I've explained

some of the terrain features, do you recall, can you picture
in your mind the terrain that we're talking about here?
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A. Some parts I could remember but other parts...

Q. On the 16th, which was the day after this change of
command ceremony now, and if you could kind of think along that
time, Task Force Barker, whose headquarters was at LZ Dottie,
was going to conduct a rather large operation down into the
Son My area indicated in orange on MAP-5. It was a large op-
eration in the terms that two of the companies of Task Force
Barker were to be combat assaulted into the area, with the
third company of the task force marching in on the night of
the 15th, overland, into a blocking position just to the north
of the Diem Diem River. The two air-assaulted companies were
to be inserted to the south of the Diem Diem River and just

to the north of the Quang Ngai River, and they were to push

to the northeast to try to force the troops up in there. This
area was reportedly very hostile. There had been a couple

of operations earlier in the latter stages of February. The
people had been shot up pretty bad, they called in for tracks,
‘and cavalry was involved? = o - ‘ o

A. I can't remember that. In January and February I
very seldom flew south, so I don't suppose I was over that
area at that time. '

0. The area that we're interested in and I'd like for
you to think about and concentrate on is the area just north
of the Quang Ngai River, the relatively flat land in the vi-
cinity of Hill 85, the lone, little, pimple-type hill in the
flatlands just to the north of the Quang Ngal River.

A, Yes.

Q. : ‘This operation by Task Force Barker began at 0730
in the morning, and it was preceded by artillery. Two LZs
were used, and there were two lifts into each of the two LZs,
two lifts per each of the companies, one being flown out of
LZ Dottie and one coming out of LZ Uptight.

A. No, I don't believe we were there for the lifts
before 0730. ' o ' '

Q. There were nine slicks involved escorted by two
gunships. The slicks flew in vees of three in trail, and
landed to the north after coming down along Highway 1 over the
Quang Ngai River to the east and then turning north just to
the west side of Hill 85. The artillery prep was 3 to 5
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minutes long, the gunship suppression run occurred and then
the slicks touched down.

A. I can't be sure on that, that I seen it or not.

Q. Okay. By 0830 in the morning both LZ's had been
completed. There had been four lifts go in, and the third
rifle company was in a blocking position to the north of the
Diem Diem River. The one rifle company was just to the south-
west of what's called Pinkville, and one rifle company was
_just to the west of what's called My Lai (4) on the map.

A. : How did that CA come in, from the Quang Ngai River?

Q. Yes, landed to the north. Supporting the operation,
the 1ift, the combat assault, was the aero-scout company of
the 123d. They had a scout team which consisted of two guns
and a LOH, H-23. They were operating in the vicinity of hill
85 and to the sgsouth of 521 in the initial stages of the
operation. There were quite a few aircraft in the area, nine
slicks, the supporting gun team, a couple of C&Cs, and the
aero-scout team. '

“A. Well, I just can't bring this to my mind.

Q. The records indicate that at 0935 hours that morning
General KOSTER arrived at LZ Dottie. Evidence indicates that
when he arrived at LZ Dottie, on the ground was another C&C °

" ship, Colonel HENDERSON's. This C&C ship came from the Dol-
phins, the 174th Aviation Company. The indications are that:
Colonel HENDERSON met with General KOSTER as he landed at LZ
‘Dottie. Can you ever recall Colonel HENDERSON meeting General
KOSTER at LZ Dottie at any tlme in your tour? '

A. I think that a--I think I can remember once. I
think of being over there and they came in after us. But
as for a spec1f1c day, I--most of the time we went to Duc
Pho to see him. ' ' '

Q. Right. And that's what would make this particular
day just a little unusual, in that here he was at this loca-
tion. The indications are that they talked, not long, but

1n the general proximity of the general's alrcraft. .

A, No, I can't remember that.
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Q. While they were talking and maybe 10 minutes after
you'd arrived or the general had arrived there, Colonel BARKER,
who was commanding Task Force Barker and controlling the opera-
tion that was going on to the southeast of Dottie, came into

Lz Dottie and hopped off his C&C aircraft, and perhaps some
other personal that were riding with him also hopped off. But

‘'his aircraft did not shut down and immediately pulled and pro-

ceeded north because they had wounded soldiers, U. S. soldlers,
onboard.

A. That's another thing. I thought about that. I
can't remember a sh1p w1th any wounded on it.

Q. It's conceivable that you would not even have known
that there were wounded onboard, but the fact that Colonel
BARKER and Colonel HENDERSON and General KOSTER were all there
mlght cause some recollection?

A. No, because there was quite a few times when we _
would pick up other commanders to ride along with us and circle

- an area maybe an hour or so.

Q. There is no indication that either one of these
othere two commanders boarded General KOSTER's ship and went
with General KOSTER. The indications are that General KOSTER
left Dottie and left behind Colonel HENDERSON and Colonel BAR-
KER. Do you know what Colonel HENDERSON looks like?

A. He had glasses?

Q. Yes.

A. .Short, not too tall, about 5 feet 11, on the heavy
side, stocky? '

Q. On the heavy side, right. How about Colonel BARKER?
A, Colonel BARKER, the name, but I can't_rememberlthe'
looks. o ‘

Q. Yes. 1I'd like to show you a photograph which is en-

tered into evidence as Exhibit P-198. Can you recognize the

individuals in that picture?

(Hands photo to witness and the witness examines
photo.)
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A. The first man would be General BARKER, right?

Q. : Pardon me?

A. ' Who's this man? 1It's a general,.but I can't tell

if it's BARKER or not? .

Q. ‘General YOUNG.

A. General-~that's General YOUNG? That's a bad picture.
Q. And this is Colonel BARKER.

A. That's Colonel BARKER. That doesn't even look like
General YOUNG to me. : -
Q. : All right. P-=199, they arebthe same two individuals,
with their helmets off.

A, ' That's General YOUNG there with the gray hair. And
this is supposed to be Colonel BARKER here? ¢
Q. That's correct. |

A. No, I can't remember_him.

Q You can't remember him at allz?

A. No, I remember the gunner though.

Q. Who was the gunnér?

A, ’ RIDDLE.

Q. | Who?

A. That's Henry RIDDLE.

Q. Henry RIDDLE?

A, Yes.

Q. R-I-D-D-L-E?

A. R-I-D-D-L-E.
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Q. Yes. Then you would not recall whether or not--
or could not recall that man, Colonel BARKER, and Colonel
HENDERSON and the general talking together at any time that
you can recall at LZ Dottle'>

A. At any time?

Q. Yes, do you ever recall seelng the three of them
" there at LZ Dott1e9 '

A. General YOUNG--

Q. (Interposing) No. KOSTER, BARKER, and HENDERSON.
A, See them together? I can't remember that.'

Q. Well on the 16th, to help you fix the date, the

_indications are that at 1510 hours in the afternoon General
KOSTER arrived at Duc Pho, and departed at 1535. He had with
him General DOLEMAN.

A. He had with him General DOLEMAN?
0. Now, he departed Duc Pho at 1535 and didn't arrive

at LZ Dottie untll 1645, considerably longer than it would have
taken to have flown directly to LZ Dottle.

A. Who was the--that general's name?

Q. DOLEMAN.

A. ~Yeah.

Q. | -General DOLEMAN looks like that, or did look like

that in 1964. -,

(Hands Exhlblt pP- 237 to witness, and w1tness ex-

' _amines photo.)

A. - Two stars. That's the man that's retired?
Q. Right.
A. He had a little whiter hair than that.
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Q. Yes., General DOLEMAN is about 5 feet 9 and not

too heavy, about 145 or 150 pounds.

A. Well, that's the man we were talking about pre-
viously, isn't it? ’

Q. Yes.

A. Well, that I can“remember.

Q. , You remember. You remember carrying--

A. (Interposing) I remember carrying him. We went to

Duc Pho. I remember at Dottie, we stopped there. And they
--let's see, he looks much older now.

Q. Yes. Well, this picture was taken earlier.

A. And from--I believe that's the only place I can
really picture him, that would be at Dottie, and he got off.
Q. At Dottie?

A. I'm pretty sure, yes.

0. How do you happen to recall that? What are the
circumstances? ' ' '

A, He was--I think that day that the jeep came too

close to the ship. I velled at him, and the antenna hit the
prop blade. For some reason, he sticks in my mind. I remem-
ber he was wearing--he had stateside fatigues on also that
day, as I remember. All I can remember is they got off the
ship into the jeep-- '

Q.. (Interposing) Who's they?

A, General KOSTER and Genéralf—what's his name?
Q. DOLEMAN?

A. DOLEMAN.

Q. Did the aide go?

A. The aide always goes, I'm pretty sure. At that

time his aide was Captain--I can't remember the captain's
name.
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Q. ~ ROBERTS?
A. The first one that he had.
Q. DICKENS?
A. No, sir, DICKENS was the--he was the man, the West
Point man? You don't know that do you? _
Q. Well did the aide go with him?
A. There was one aide that he had the one-time that

used to go off, leave all the time. As a matter of fact, if
“he wasn't with the general he wanted to see somebody else.
He used to always go.

Q. Do you remember who came out to meet General DOLE-
MAN? . Was there somebody who came out to meet General DOLEMAN
and General KOSTER’>

A. The' only thing I could remember about that would
be a Jeep ‘coming out, that's all.

Q. Was it the usual jeep or a command jeep?

A. It was the usual jeep. It had the place to put

a flag in the front either with three stars or a two star
plate. That day they had a plate with three stars on it.

Q. Do you remember how long they were there?
A. No, I couldn't say how long.
Q. | Do you remember whether or not Colonel HENDERSON
elther came with you or flew there°
<‘A. No, I could never remember that.
Q. The indications are that at 1715 hours, General

KOSTER left with General DOLEMAN and proceeded back to Chu
Lai for the normal staff meeting that took place there at

- about 1730. But the period of time between this event and

that early morning stop at Dottle, we don't have too much
information about.

Y
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A. In other words, from the morning when we picked
up--— _ =

Q. (Interpdsing) No, at 0935 hours when General KOS-
TER was at Dottie.

A. Was at Dottie?

Q. And his return to Dottie, 1510 in the afternoon--

or at 1645 in the afternoon. There was a considerable period
of time there in which the events are a little hazy. Can you
recall being over the operatlonal area where thlS operatlon
was going on?

A. I can'trremember that, to tell you the truth.

Q. Do you ever remember overflying this operatlonal
area when American troops were on the ground? :

A. . Circling around that area in orange, right?

Q. Yes. The general looking at it or--

‘A. 4(Interposing) I'm sorry, I can't recall.

Q. The morning of the 17th of March was a Sunday. .

'You got an early start this Sunday morning because General
KOSTER and General DOLEMAN arrived at Duc Pho again at 0825
hours, were met by Colonel HENDERSON. They were there for
approximately 40 to 45 minutes.

A. Went to Duc Pho, you say? I can't remember that
offhand. I mean, you landed at places so many times, and it
is impossible to remember every time.

Q. Well the only thing that would be different about
this one would be having General DOLEMAN along. The indica-
tions are that General DOLEMAN stayed overnight at Chu Lai
.w1th General KOSTER.

A, As I say, I remember the man on that day so it must
have been the 16th when I remember him, going to Dottie with
him, Duc Pho with him. But the following day, no, I can't.

Q. If you remember the man, do you remember where else
you went with the man, with General DOLEMAN? Where did you
(CZARNECKI) 14 APP T-399
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take him, what did you show him? Did you give him a cook's
tour? Was there something special that you were showing
him or what was General KOSTER attemptlng to do with this
general?

A. I couldn't tell you that. A lot of times we just
show somebody the A0 in general, different LZs, but that day
we might have just rode around.

Q. You don't recall anything spec1f1c or anything out
of the ordinary as far as General KOSTER's usual itinerary
during the day and what he did when General DOLEMAN was aboard?

A. No.

Q. Do you recall where General DOLEMAN rode on the
aircraft? ’ ’ o

A. I--he probably--he either had to have rode in the

seat on the left--no, there was only one seat. I imagine he
rode in the back seat. I can't remember.

Q. On the 16th of March, and this is the day that
General KOSTER landed twice at Dottie that we know of, once
in the morning at 0935 and once in the afternoon at 1645,
_‘w1th General DOLEMAN, this operation was going on down here

in the Son My area. The indications are that there was con-
siderable smoke. They had reported a large body count and
they were operating right close to the ocean.

A. I remember several times circling over the ocean
watchlng 1nland. But as for a specific day I.....

- Q. Can you recall on any of the trips that you remem-
ber orbiting over the ocean, in this general area seelng any-
thing on the ground? 1Is there anythlng ‘that you can call out
that you recall seeing?

A, Well from where I would be sitting on the ship as

- far as looking at the ground, it would be pretty hard if they
kept circling to the right side anyway except when we pulled

out Stralght.

Q. The other crew members of the aircraft have indi-
cated that they recall at some time, and they are unable to
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fix a date, of an orbit around this general area, generally

a north-south orbit over the operational area in this manner
in a clockwise fashion, right-hand orbit, with the southern
part of the orbit being generally over the Quang Ngai River
and going as far north as the Diem Diem River, and then south
along the coast. They recall a lot of smoke on the ground as
if the whole area had been burned.

A. I can't remember that orbit.
Q. Do you ever iecall'laﬁding on the ground with the
general? o
A. At this place?
Q. Yes. |
.A. Over here no, but, now wait a minute. There was

one time we landed around a village. You see, I wouldn't know
when that was, but it was around that--maybe it was somewhere
near water, but it was like a tip of something, near the

edge, , ' ’

Q. Near a river as opposed to the ocean?

A. It was an island. I think it was ARVN around
there, if I can remember, at that time. It wasn't American
troops. It seems it was in that area somewhere. We didn't
stay long if I remember right,

Q. ' Did the general ever get out? Did the general
get out on the ground very much?

A. ‘ It, I guess, would depend on the situation whether
~he would get out or not.

Q. How many times would you estimate he landed phy-
sically on the ground in an operational area?

A. An operational area?

Q. I'm differentiating here between an LZ--

A, (Interposing) I know what you mean.

Q. And out in the woods, during the time that you

flew with him?
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A, . Well, one time was by the Quang Ngai River on the
north side. ' ' ‘ ‘

Q. On the north side of the-Quang Ngai River?
AL Past Quang Ngai. :
Q. v To the west of Quang Ngai, or to the east of Quang
Ngai? :
A. E East-is toward the ocean, right?‘
VVQ. | _ Yes.
A, Then it!ﬁés the west, it was inland.
Q. Okay.
A. : But still on the flat ground, though.
Q. . Yes. Yéu remember oncé.therg.
A. Right. ' I think we landed with the cav in the field

once, the 1lst Cav, by 29. It's up in a different
area.

Q. You would say he landed guite infrequently?
A. Yes.
Q. How about low-level flying? Was General KOSTER

one that like to get down to a treetop level and look see
what was going on with the troops out in the area or was he
more of a high orbit--

A. (Interpos1ng) He would usually stay in a higher
orbit. I don't know of too many--the only time we'd go down
was in bad weather.

Q. ' . As a general rule, then, he observed from a high
level rather than a low level? o

A, I think we would circle at about 1,500 feet, I
think it was, or 2,000 feet over the area.
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Q. Do you know whether or not General KOSTER was the
type that did a lot of talking on the radio to the troops on
the ground when he was overhead?

A. Well, of course, I couldn't hear anything he was

saying, but his aide used to set the radio a lot. In other

words, he was changing frequencies quite often, so I imagine
he was doing a lot of talking on the radio.

Q. The operation of 16 March, a lot of VC were report-
ed killed, perhaps the most successful day, in terms of refer-
ence of body count, that any unit in the Americal had achieved
prior to this time or subsequent to this time for several
months.

A. No, I can't remember that.

Q. On the 18th of March the--on the 17th of March, the
forces that were on the ground in this area moved to the south
along the coast and down as far south as the Quang Ngai River,
sweeping as they went, turned around in the early afternoon
and went back to the north and stayed in an RON position right
in there, midway between the Quang Ngai River and the Diem
Diem River, overnight. Do you recall ever seeing or hearing
or observing anything like that?

A. - No.

Q. On the 18th of March one of the companies was 1lift-
ed back out of this area and flown back into LZ Dottie in the
afternoon after 1430 hours. .

A,  You say on the 18th?

Q. Yes. This is Monday, the 18th of March. The record
indicates that General KOSTER was in the area of LZ Dottie '
during part of this extraction. The extraction was a little
unusual in that it was being accomplished with one or two air-
craft as opposed to a larger number.

A. - They were bringing them into Dottie, right?

0. Bringing them into Dottie from the field.

A. : I can't remember.
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0. Can you recall at any time any of your orbits
over this area during any time you were in Vietnam?

A. That's hard to say. There might have been and I
can't remember it or...

Q. Well you just can't seem to--

A. (Interposing) Not offhand, I just can't pic-

ture it. ' o - "

Q. Do you recall ever seeing from your position while

"you were flying in the helicopter or while you were on the
ground in an operational area large numbers of dead Viet-
namese?

‘A. No.

Q. Do you recall seeing any dead Vietnamese?

A. At this time or--

Q. (Interposing) At any time while you were flying

with General KOSTER or were on the ground as a crew member
of General KOSTER s alrcraft?

A. _ I think I have told you what a--
Q. (Interposing) Go ahead and tell us again.
A. All right. Last week I made a statement, the past

weekend. I seen three bodies. There was one--to me, I re-
member this village (indicating an area on the map), it
would around like--this- here--up in this area was all like
a free fire zone.

Q. You're pointing now to just about 5 kilometers
southeast of Chu Lai.

A, Right. You come down, it was--would be somewhere
in thls area somewhere. ’

Q. Somewhere to north of Uptight?
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A. You have to go from Dottle, go out east and then
make a turn.'

Q. Up to the north?
A. Right. And then--
Q. (Interp051ng) Four or five kllometers to the north

east of Dottle.
A, It was up in this area somewhere.

Q. You recall seeing dead Vletnamese, three dead V1et-
namese, in that area.

A. Yes, there were two on the road and one in the
ditch. But the more I thought about that, when General GETTYS
first came, I flew him a little while. Then somebody else took
that spot. The more I kept thinking about it I couldn't remem-
ber for that was quite dry then. 1In other words, if it had
been in the early part it should have been quite wet because

of the monsoon, but it was dry outside. I could have been
with somebody else. I can't say. s

Q.. ' You can't say that you were with General KOSTER then?
A, No, that's what I'm trying to say.

Q. | Do you associete it with the ship?

A. Right.

Q. And not with General kOSTERL for example?

A. I remember the pilots and the crew. Now if it was

the same crew, I can't remember. I remember the AC but not
the other pilot, and it could have been another man on the
ship or it could have been General KOSTER. I can't remember
that. I just remember the dead bodies and the pilots.

Q. Did you ever hear any conversations within the
crew or amongst the crew with reference to any unusual inci-
dents that occurred in My Lai, or southeast of Dottie, or in
connection with Task Force Barker, or in connectlon w1th the
llth Brigade®-
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A. The first time I heard anything about this was

when it started coming out in the paper. That's--and I could-
n't bring back any memory of it, you know, for I started--I
read the paper when it all started coming out. I tried to
remember if I might have been in that area at the time, and

I still can't remember to this day anything about that.

Q. You never heard either the aide or the other crew
members or General KOSTER in any conversation mentlon a 1arge
body count?

A. No, I can't.

Q. Do you recall hearing anything about an 1nvest1ga—
tion being conducted by members of the division concerning
the 1lth Brigade or Task Force Barker operatlons7

A, No, I can't.

Q. Do you recall hearing any talk concerning the 123d
aviation personnel, the Warlords specifically, conversations
about or rumors from them or about them and their activities
concerning Task Force Barker and the 1l1lth Brigade?

A. No. About the only thing I can remember about
the aero-scouts would be that they spent a lot of time at
Dottie, quite a few months. But as far as their missions,
I don't remember.

Q. An allegation by a hellcopter pllot with refer-
ence to c1v111ans being kllled°

A. _ ‘A rocket, was that a rocket hit our military per-
sonnel? I think that was what happened from B Company.

Q. . What was that again?
‘A. A pilot killed a few—-wounded a few mllltary per-
sonnel from a rocket. :
Q. No. Did you hear some talk about--
A, (Interposing) You mean killing civilians, in other
‘'words? ' '
Q. Yes.
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A. No.

Q. Did you ever have much connection with the enlist-
ed men over in B Company’

A. »Frlend wise?

Q. 'Yes.

A. I have one fairly good friend there.

Q. Who is he?

A, His name 1is CAMERODA.

Q. Did he ever mention anything about any of the ac-

tivities that might be related to Task Force Barker or the
llth Brigade on 16 March?

A. No. =+
. &
Q. A large body count?
A. Well we talked a lot but, you know, I don t re- ’
member him saylng anythlng about this.

e}
Q. Did General KOSTER land very much at Quang Ngai?
A, We landed there quite a bit.
Q. Where did you usually land?
A, On the cement pad. I think the name was the Tropo
pad. o ’ :
Q. Tropo pad?
A. The Tropo pad.
Q. Did you land there more often than you did the

soccer field?

A. Oh, I'd say most of the times we landed at the
Tropo pad. Very few times we went to the soccer field. The
average was the Tropo pad, very few times the other one.
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Q. How often did General KOSTER land down there?
Just an estimate?

A. I'd say we probably would go down there once a
week if not more times.

Q. ' Do you recall at any period of time where you
were hitting or landing there at Quang Ngai more often than
that°

A. The only time I remember landing there often was
when the ARVN had a big CA. That would be on the other side
of Quang Ngai. That would be quite a few months--I mean I

think that was about June maybe, somewhere around that area.

Q. Do you remember the name of the operation?

A. No. |

Q. Norfolk Victory?

A, No. All I remember is the 1lst Cav came down to

help out, but I don't know the name of the operation.

Q. As I understand it, sir, you never heard anythlng
about any large body count or the killing of civilians in any
connection with Task Force Barker or the llth Brigade, the

LZ Dottie area, or the Quang Ngal area any time while you was
in Vietnam? ’

A. No, as I said, I didn't hear anythlng about it un-
til I got out of the Army and it came out in the paper.

Q. . I see.

A, As far as it was over there, I never heard of any-
thing. ' ' ‘ -

a. Or any investigation of it?

A, No I didn't.

MR WEST: We appreciate your coming in very much. We have to

talk to everybody we can find who was there at the time. I
know that this has been a lot of trouble to you to come here,
but we are very grateful.
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A. Yes, sir.
MR WEST: The hearing will be recessed at this time.
(The hearing was recessed at 1211 hours, 7 March
1970.) “ ‘
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: DEWINE, Dennis W. CWO
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 20 February 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Third Platoon, A Company,
1234 Aviation Company: General YOUNG's pilot.

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LAI OPERATION.

The 16 March operation was described to the witness
in detail, but he failed to recall anything about it
(pgs. 15-18, 31, 32). He did not remember YOUNG issuing
orders to "stop the killing or burning" (pg. 27). DEWINE
remembered seeing a large amount of smoke while orbiting the
My Khe (3)-My Lai (1) area on 17 March (pgs. 18, 19). He
did not recall what was burning or if General YOUNG was
aboard the helicopter at this time (pg. 19). He did not
recollect seeing friendly troops on this occasion (pg. 20).
He thought that this occurred in the morning (pg. 21). He
did not remember events of the 17th or the 18th even after
being informed of them by the Inquiry (pgs. 21, 22, 31, 32).
DEWINE did not remember taking YOUNG to a meeting at L2Z
Dottie on the 18th which included Colonel HENDERSON,
Lieutenant Colonel BARKER, Lieutenant Colonel HOLLADAY, and
Major WATKE (pg. 25). He did not recall any conversations
among the crew concerning the subject of such a meeting
(pg. 25). He never heard anything about a confrontation
between air and ground personnel, nor did he hear anything
about the killing of civilians (pg. 26). He never heard
anything about an investigation of an operation in the
Pinkville area (pg. 27).
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2. OTHER INFORMATION.

The witness flew 2.7 hours and made 16 landings on
the 15th (pg. 5). He flew from Chu Lai to Duc Pho and .back
to Chu Lai again (pg. 5). There probably was not a great

deal of "over flying" that day (pg. 7). DEWINE flew four
hours on the 16th and made 12 landings (pg. 8). On the 17th
he flew 4.6 hours and made 16 landings (pg. 8). On the

18th he flew 3.1 hours and made 14 landings (pg. 8). He
could not remember where he flew on these days (pg. 8).

He did not remember flying to Danang, Hue, Phu Bai, Khe
Sanh, Camp English, or close to the DMZ (pg. 9). He could
not remember flying YOUNG to Khe Sanh on 20 March, 8 April,
or 9 April (pg. 10). He did not remember flying YOUNG to
the 11th Brigade change of command ceremony or to fire bases
en route back to Chu Lai (pgs. 12, 13). He did not recall
ever "going low-=level" with the general (pg. 20). DEWINE
did not remember ever flying the general back late at night
(pg. 31).
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT 3
" NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES I PAGES
M-34 with handwritten jEntered into the
M-34a notations by COL KHIEN record. 1
Stmt by COL BREEN re- Entered 1ntd the
M-121 garding 6/11 Artillery record. 1
journals.
Pencil draft of LT TAN's|Entered 1Into the
M-122 ltr to 11 Apr 68 record. 1
' - Wit 1dentified
P-198 Miscellaneous Scene GEN YOUNG. 29
‘ Wit identified
P-199 Miscellaneous Scene GEN YOUNG. 29
Wit i1dentified
P-200 Miscellaneous Scene GEN YOUNG. 30
Stmt by SFC William S. Entered into the
S-8 DROSDICK record. 1
Stmt by Charles T. Entered into the
S$-9 CROSS record. 1
Stmt by BG John W. Entered into the
S-10 DONALDSON record. 1
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(The hearing reconvened at 0920 hours, 20 February
1970.)

LTC PATTERSON: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: LTC PATTERSON,
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP.

I have documents to enter into the record. First
is a statement regarding the journals of 6th Battalion, 1llth
Artillery, which is signed by Colonel BREEN. This is entered
into the record and identified as Exhibit M-121.

The next is a pencil draft of Lieutenant TAN's
letter of 11 April 1968. This letter was addressed to the
province chief. This is entered into the record and identi-
fied as Exhibit M-122.

The next is a copy of M-34, with handwritten nota-
tions by Colonel KHIEN. This is entered into the record
and identified as Exhibit M-34A.

The next is a written statement by Sergeant First
Class William G. DROSDICK given at Chu Lai, Republic of Viet-
nam, on 13 February 1970. This is entered into the record and
identified as Exhibit S-8.

The next is a statement by Charles T. CROSS, given
at Singapore on 10 February 1970. This is entered into the
record and identified as Exhibit S-9.

The next is a statement of Brigadier General John W.
DONALDSON, given at Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam, on 7 February
1970. This is entered into the record and identified as Ex-
hibit s-10.

The next witness is Chief Warrant Officer Dennis
M. DEWINE.

(CW2 DEWINE was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Will you state your full name, grade, Social Secu-
rity number, branch of service, organization, and station.
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A. Dennis Marlow DEWINE, CW2, 301-38-1040, Fort Knox,
‘Kentucky, Bravo Troop, 8th Squadron lst Air Cav. )
RCDR: United States Army?

A. United States Army.

LTC PATTERSON: Mr. DEWINE, are you familiar with and have
you read Exhibit M-57, the instructions to witnesses?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Do you have any questions concerning those instruc-
tions?

A. No, sir.

Q. Any questions concerning the purposes of this in-
quiry?

A. No, sir.

Q. Do you understand the directions that are included

hereon with reference to any further testimony?
A I don't have any questions on this.

Q. You understand as to whom you can talk and so
on. I'd like to indicate to you that it is quite possible
that you might be called before the House Armed Services
Committee. If so, your testimony here and the directions
that you have read and received in no way preclude-you from
testifying before that particular body. You are free to
answer their questions in any way to the best of your re-
collection. Do you understand that?

A. Yes, sir.
0. Mr. DEWINE, for the record, would you state when

you arrived in Vietnam, the inclusive dates of your tour
there, and the units to which you were assigned?
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A. I first arrived at Vietnam on 14 February 1968.
And I left country again on 10 February 1969. After getting
over there, I was assigned to the 123d Aviation Battalion in
Chu Lai, and I stayed thare the entire 12 months.

Q. And to which unit within the 123d Aviation Battal-
ion were you assigned?
A. A Company.
0. When did you start flying with A Company?
- A. I'd have to check the date exactly. My first

official day, it appears to be 22 February 1968.

Q. For the record, would you indicate as to how you
arrived at that.

A. This is my individual flight record, DA Form 759.

Q. | What were your duties within A Company, 1234 Avia-
-tion Battalion?

A. At that time I was just a brand new Wl, of course.
Not knowing the AO or anything about operations over there
in Vietnam, I was just a first pilot, copilot, for A Company.
I was assigned to the 3d Platoon, which was basically a VIP
platoon at the time. We had three general's ships, and I

was supposed to start flying with them. I started flying

- with the lst and 24 Platoons and the 3d Platoon, just being
‘thrown here and there wherever they needed a pilot.

Q. ‘When did you start flying with your 34 Platoon,
the VIP platoon?

A. I had my first mission there on the 4th of March.

We had three H-model Hueys, which were newer Hueys at the time,

- and they were all general's ships. About the only way I

can really tell whether I was flying a general or not was
looking down here and seeing what model aircraft I had. On the
4t.a, it indicated I did fly a H-model Huey.

Q. Which general did you fly?

(DEWINE) 3 APP T-386
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A. General YOUNG, and I do remember flying with an-
other general one day. I don't even remember his name
now. He wasn't there too very long.

Q. For the greater part of your period you became
one of General YOUNG's pilots?

A. * Yes, sir, copilot.

Q. . I see. And who was the piiot of that aircraft?
A. At the time it was W1l NEWELL, now a lieutenant.
Q. As I understand it then, from what you've said,

you got into country about 14 February and went through

a period of some tralnlng, or at least flying in lifts
with other elements in A Company until sometime in the
early part of March when you then assumed the duties as

a copilot for General YOUNG. Is that essentially correct?

A. Yes, sir. It shows here on the 1lst, 2nd, and 3rd
I flew with the other platoons. On the 4th I flew with the
H-model, and then again on the 5th and the 6th I was with
another platoon. On the 1l1lth I didn't fly the general, but
7th through the 9th, and then the 12th on through the 30th
on this sheet.

Q. On 12 through 30 March you were flylng w1th

the general'>

A. Yes, sir.

Q. All right. Mr. DEWINE, the purpose of bringing

you here today to testify before this inquiry is to see

if you can recall the activities concerning the whereabouts
of General YOUNG during the period 15, 16, 17, and 18

March 1968. General YOUNG, of course, is unsure. We are
unsure. Other evidence is not definitive, explicitly de-
finitive. However, we hope that your testimony here will be
able to assist not only this inquiry in the whereabouts of
General YOUNG, but also support or substantiate or refute,
if necessary, the testimony of General YOUNG. The idea, of
course, is that we want the facts, not assumptions or deduc-
tions, but facts as you recall them based upon General YOUNG's
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activities during that period of time. For the record will
you indicate your flying time, number of landings, and, if
possible, routes of flight for the period 15 through 18 March
as you can determine it from your DA Form 759.

A. Okay. Starting off with the 15th, there were 16
landings and 2.7 hours of flight time. On the 1l6th there
were 12--

0. (Interposing) Well, first, on the 15th, can you
indicate the route of flight?

A. These initials on here I can only guess. Now this
EV CL, that would be the starting point, Chu Lai, and then
this DN, I can only guess that must be Danang.

0. Is that the 15th?

A. Okay, well then it would be DP, that would be Duc
Pho. And that's the only one I have on here logged as cross-
country.

,.Q Well, what you re saying is it would appear that
~you flew from Chu Lai to Duc Pho and then back to Chu Lai on
the 15th?

A. " That's right, sir. Whenever we logged a cross-
country like that, we just had to have a name to put down.
So if we did go to Duc Pho, which we probably did, we would
have logged it that way. In other words, we wouldn't log
the subsequent stops. We usually logged from Chu Lai, which
is the main base of operations, to say another larger airfield
or something of that nature. If we landed out in the field
someplace, you really couldn't log it as cross-country.

You wouldn't know what kind of initials to put down in your
logbook. So obviously we did go to Duc Pho, but it prob-
ably wasn't direct from Chu Lai direct to Duc Pho and then
back again.

Q. Now that's an assumption you're making, that's
ne: a recall? -

A, - That's right. That isn't a recall.
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Q. Let's analyze 15 March before we go much further.
How long does it take you to fly direct from Chu Lai to Duc
Pho?

A. If I remember correctly, somewhere in the vicinity
of 40 minutes.

Q. . Depending upon the wind, I assume.
A, Right.
Q. So if you flew down directly and back, as the form

would indicate that you did, you would only have flown 1 hour
and 20 minutes. That would be about 1.3 hours.

A. Right.

Q. You did, in fact, log 2.7, as you've indicated.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. With 16 landings, this would indicate that you

did in fact do some other flying or other stopping at least
in flying either en route or back from the area around Duc
Pho. Would you indicate, based upon the number of landings
and the hours that you've logged, whether or not you did much
orbiting over the areas, or were these short hops?

A. With only 2.7 I can hardly say that we did very
much orbiting, although as I remember it was General YOUNG's
policy to hit a lot of the different LZ's. And just

going south from Chu Lai it should take just, you know, mak-
ing hops all the way down to Duc Pho and back again, even
stopping, it would still only take somewhere in the vicinity
of 1 hour and 20 like you said before. But if he did

go anyplace north of Chu Lai, I can very definitely account
for this.

Q. The figure 16 landings is 1nterest1ng. Were they
logged fairly accurately?

A. Well, I hadn't been flying very long, and of course
this type of flying was pretty new to me, flying a general.
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And usually the AC always kept the time. The way I did it
after I became an AC and logged my own tlmes, I would mark

it down on a piece of paper where we landed, just the name.
And of course then you would take at least one landing out

of that. But I don't know. I can say that the first landing
would have been at the VIP pad to plck him up, a