
 A rare specimen of 
American-Indian cartograph-
ic history has been acquired 
by G&M. The unique docu-
ment is strongly believed to 
have been drawn by a Co-
manche artist, which depicts 
an engagement in the Span-
ish frontier province of New 
Mexico between the Coman-
che and their traditional ene-
my, the Mescalero Apache in 
1787.   

 The very rare map is 
small in size, only measuring 
10.5 x 8 inches. The picto-
graphic manuscript map was 
drawn using pen on paper 
and pasted on a larger sheet 
of paper featuring an expla-
nation of the map signed and 
certified by Juan Bautista de 
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Anza, the then governor of 
Spanish New Mexico. The 
illustration boasts of the com-
bat that resulted in five dead, 
four wounded and 35 
Mescalero Apache taken pris-
oners. 

 The Library of Congress 
conducted a series of tests on 
the document to determine its 
authenticity. The tests com-
pared the inks on map and the 
lining sheet. (See page 7 for more 
information.) 

 The map was also reviewed 
by Dr. Herman Viola, Smith-
sonian Curator Emeritus. (See 
page 3 for more information.)   

 The reviewers determined  
that the document is authentic. 

 Rodney Hardy, G&M Cat-

aloger, created a bibliograph-
ic description of the docu-
ment.  

 Those seeking to review 
the Comanche map in the 
Library of Congress catalog 
should search under the title: 
Battle of Sierra Blanca, 1787. 

 By Ryan Moore 
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Above is the cartographic portion of the Comanche pictographic manuscript that was created in 1787. 

The u-shaped symbols represent mounted warriors. A total of 95 Comanche fighters killed  five of their 

Apache enemy and captured 35 Apaches .  
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 The Philip Lee Phillips Map So-

ciety of the Library of Congress is 

named in honor of Philip Lee Phillips 

(1857-1924), the first Superintendent 

of Maps at the Library of Congress 

when the Hall of Maps and Charts 

was established in 1897.  

 The group is a non-profit, volun-

tary association whose objective is to 

develop, enhance, and promote the 

work of the Geography and Map 

Division by advancing its publication, 

education, exhibition, preservation 

and acquisition programs. 

 For membership information 

please contact our staff below.  

PLP Newsletter Staff 

Ryan Moore 

Editor 

rymo@loc.gov 

202-707-7779 

 Ralph E. Ehrenberg 

Managing Editor 

rehr@loc.gov 

202-707-1992 

David Ducey 

Copy Editor 

dduc@loc.gov 

 Forthcoming Winter 2015 Occasional 
Paper on the Maps of  Stephen Austin 

The Early Cartography of  Texas Explored by Dennis 
Reinhartz, P.E. University of  Texas at Austin 

“When Stephen F. Austin came to Texas in the summer of 1821, he entered a land 

that was not only sparsely populated but also generally unknown… This paper ex-

amines the state of the mapping of Texas before Austin and then traces the impact 

of his maps.  I argue that Austin’s mapping was a key element that led to the for-

mation of the Republic of Texas.” — Dennis Reinhartz 
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 The 1787 Comanche Map recently acquired by 

G&M is a cartographic rarity.  Drawn by a Comanche 

artist, it depicts an engagement in the Spanish frontier 

province of New Mexico between the Comanche and 

their traditional enemy, the Mescalero Apache. Ac-

cording to an accompanying document signed by then 

governor Juan Bautista de Anza, the pictograph map 

documents illustrate the Battle of Sierra Blanca, July 

30, 1787.  

 The map was of interest to the governor, because 

he had formed an alliance with the Comanche in his 

effort to rid his province of Apache marauders who 

the Spanish were unable to control. The captions on 

the map document a fierce fight in which the Coman-

che, led by Chief Hisampampi, won a resounding vic-

tory, suffering only one dead and four wounded warri-

ors while killing five Apache and capturing another 35.  

An indication of the importance of horses at this early 

period is the fact that the artist also recorded the cap-

ture of 16 Apache horses and the wounding of eight 

Comanche horses. 

 What makes this document especially significant is 

that it is drawn on paper in the tradition of what later 

became known as ledger art. Plains warriors were not-

ed for their artistic skills but before paper became 

readily available in the early nineteenth century, pri-

marily in the form of trader’s ledger books, hence the 

name, they could only express their art on smooth sur-

faces such as rock, bone, and tanned hides.  

 Interestingly, the artist who drew this pictographic 
map used artistic conventions that are typically found 
in ledger art such as hoof prints to depict horses, ar-
rows  pointed at the wounded men and horses, and 

shields with lances for the fallen warriors.  

 
 By Herman J. Viola 
 Curator Emeritus  
 Smithsonian Institution 
 
 Editor’s note: Dr. Viola established the Philip Lee Phillips 

 Map Society Gift Fund in 1995.  

Smithsonian Expert Discusses Comanche Map 

Dr. Herman Viola Offers Insights on Cartographic Rarity 

Below is a transcription and translation of the map’s key. 
A. Chief Ysampampi, Commander of the Expedition. B. 95 
Comanche towards the anterior. C. 5 dead Apaches. D. 35 pris-
oners of the former of both sexes. E. 16 horses captured. F. 1 Co-
manche dead as a result of wounds. G. 6 wounded Comanche. H. 
8 horses [belonging to] the previous also wounded. 
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 When G&M needed someone to 
help tackle the massive Heezen-Tharp 
Collection, materials concerning the 
mapping of the ocean floor, it turned 
to a man who was a former artillery 
officer, military geographer, negotiator 
and diplomat.  

 Please welcome retired U.S. Army 
Colonel Robert (“Bob”) Rhodes t o 
the G&M team. 

 The West Point graduate knows 
the subjects of geography and maps 
very well. Col. Rhodes traveled and 
lived all across the globe. He served as 

an official representative for the Unit-
ed States government in Russia, Nor-
way, Sweden, Denmark, the Benelux 
Countries, Austria, Poland, East Ger-
many, Yugoslavia, Romania, and Bul-
garia. He also served as an internation-
al intelligence specialist.  

 Col. Rhodes’ impressive credentials 
are a known quantity in G&M. In 
1998, he along with the late Gary 
North analyzed and organized maps 
and data sets from the Bruce Heezen 
and Marie Tharp ocean floor research 
collection. 

Former Artillery Officer and Diplomat 

Helps Organize the Papers of  Oceanographers 

G&M at Library of  Congress National Book Festival  

Phi l ip Lee Phi l l ips Map Soc iety  Volume XII ,  Number 4  

 The task at hand is to organize the 
personal papers of Heezen and Tharp, 
as well as photographic images and 
maps. Mr. Rhodes is inputting data to 
a spreadsheet that will be used to pro-
duce an online finding aid. 

 G&M staff members Mike Buscher (center), Head of the 

Reading Room and Habte Teclemariam (right), Reading Room 

Specialist, along with Scott Barker (left), volunteer, answer 

visitors’ questions. (Photo by Min Zhang, G&M.)  

 The annual National Book Festival was held for the first 

time at the Washington Convention Center. Also on hand was 

John Hessler, Specialist and Kislak Collection Curator, signing 

copies of his new book, Christopher Columbus Book of 

Privileges: The Claiming of a New World. 
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Map Acquired in Honor of  Richard W. Stephenson 

 Richard W. Stephenson (1930-2013) 
was honored recently with the acquisi-
tion of a Civil War map. Funds for the 
purchase came from Phillips Map Socie-
ty members Ralph and Theresa Ehren-
berg, Robert Grogg, and Dennis M. 
Gurtz. 

 Mr. Stephenson was a well-known 
and respected Civil War map historian. 
He spent 45 years at the Library of Con-
gress with the greatest portion of his 
tenure in G&M. In 1989, he authored 
Civil War Maps: An Annotated List of Maps 
and Atlases in the Library of Congress. He 
also wrote a number of other articles, 
complied bibliographies, gave lectures, 
and taught classes on the history of car-
tography at Catholic and George Mason 
universities.  

 The map titled, A Civil War field map 
of Fairfax County, Virginia with Fort Coc-
coran, was described by G&M Cataloger 
Iris Taylor, who places the date of publi-
cation around 1861. The manuscript 
map is sized at 20 x 14 inches and was 
drawn with pen and ink.   

 The fort was named after its com-
mander, Colonel Michael Corcoran, 
commander of the 69th New York Vol-
unteer Infantry Regiment. The “Fighting 
Irish,” a nickname that reflected the eth-
nic makeup of the soldiers and their te-
nacity in battle, was one of the units that 
constructed the defense. 

 Fort Corcoran was one in a series of  
hastily constructed earthworks built to 
defend Washington, D.C. during the 
start of the Civil War. It was located in 
Arlington, Virginia, and its purpose was 
to guard the Aqueduct Bridge.  

 By 1865, the defenses of Washington 
included 68 forts. Today, however,  
most of that history is no longer physi-
cally present, and nothing remains of 
Fort Corcoran.  

 By Ryan Moore 

Phillips Map Society Members Donate Funds for Purchase 

Above: Fort Corcoran, which is located right center, stands in defense of the na-

tion’s capital that is on the opposite side of the Potomac River. Below: Officers of 

the 69th Infantry New York, at Fort Corcoran, Virginia, with Colonel Michael 

Corcoran (photo from Library of Congress). 
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G&M and European Division Collaborate on Latvia 

 G&M collaborated with the Li-
brary’s European Division on a project 
to catalog more than 90 early maps of 
Latvia and to showcase those maps 
during the “Second Conference on Lat-
vian Diaspora Archives, Libraries and 
Material Culture,” held at the Library of 
Congress on September 11, 2014. The 
impetus came from a request by the 
American Latvian Association to co-
sponsor the conference.   

  During the conference’s first 
panel, Cynthia Smith, G&M Reference 
Specialist for Eastern Europe, discussed 
two of the maps.   

 In late afternoon, the 60 attendees 
were invited to the newly refurbished 
G&M Reading Room, where Ms. Smith 

presented a dozen of the most inter-
esting maps.    

 The earliest few maps are in Latin, 
beginning with a 1619 map by Ger-
hard Mercator entitled Livonia, a his-
torical region covering parts of present
-day Estonia and Latvia. A Latin-titled 
map of the historic duchy of Cour-
land, Ducatus Curlandiae (1747), in-
cludes the Lord’s Prayer in Latvian, 
one of the earliest examples of the 
Latvian language in print. 

 The Library holds several maps by 
Pēteris Mantnieks, Latvia’s foremost 
cartographer during its first period of 
independence (1918-1940). Interest-
ingly, the Library has a 1939 Latvian 
road map by Mantnieks that was re-

Early Maps from the Baltic Nation Showcased 

purposed by the Germans during 
World War II – it bears an ink-stamped 
swastika and other added markings.  

 During the Soviet occupation of 
1944-1991, nearly all maps of Latvia 
were in Russian. Many were prepared 
and printed in Riga’s secretive carto-
graphic plant no. 5 for official publica-
tion in Moscow by the USSR’s Main 
Administration of Geodesy and Cartog-
raphy.  

  By Grant Harris  
  European Division    

A 1939 road map by Pēteris Mantnieks, Lativia’s foremost cartographer. The map was appropriated by the Nazis and bears a stamp of Adolf 

Hitler’s regime, an eagle sitting upon a swastika.  
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Analyzing a Map to Prove Authenticity 
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 The hyperspectral image above was taken at The Library of Congress to determine the authenticity of the rare Comanche 
1787 map. Some areas contained different colors, which interested the Library’s analysts.   

 Ultimately, the differences were not considered a cause for alarm. The report concerning the map noted that if one looks 
closely, the thin lines throughout this pictogram are consistent circles and lines even though they change color based on what 
other element they come in contact with.   

 The Library of Congress’s system of analysis utilizes 13 individual LED lights with wavelengths ranging from ultraviolet 
through the visible and into the infrared, plus two low angle raking lights (total of 17 images). Shot with a 39 megapixel mon-
ochrome camera, this sequence renders a stack of perfectly registered images. 

 By Ryan Moore 
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