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                The Newspaper and Current Periodical Reading Room is the gateway to the

newspaper,

comic book,

current periodicals, and

government document collections held by the Serial and Government Publications Division.
The Division holds one of the most comprehensive collections of newspapers in the world, the
largest publicly available comic book collection in the world, scholarly journals and popular
magazines from the most recent two years, a U.S. Federal Depository Library collection, a
comprehensive United Nations documents collection, and an extensive collection of general and
specialized reference works.

See Collections
to learn more. Visit

Using the Reading Room for information about requesting materials, handling procedures,
and reading room policies.
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                    Leap Day in the Press
                    
                    Paranick, Amber
                    
                    
                    2024-02-29
                    
                    
                    Read about the history and traditions of Leap Day in the pages of Chronicling America, our historic collection of digitized newspapers.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Mary McLeod Bethune: Newspapers and Comic Books
                    
                    Colclough, Joanna
                    
                    
                    2024-02-21
                    
                    
                    Mary McLeod Bethune (1875-1955) dedicated her whole life to advocating for civil rights, especially the education of youth. You can find her work making headlines in Chronicling America newspapers, as well as her friendship with First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and other high profile people of the day. Even some comic books featured her biography.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    How Tragedy Led to Love for John Tyler and Julia Gardiner
                    
                    Thomas, Heather
                    
                    
                    2024-02-13
                    
                    
                    On the afternoon of February 28, 1844, President John Tyler and roughly 400 guests were enjoying a cruise down the Potomac River on the new US Navy warship USS Princeton, when the mammoth, 13-ton naval gun on board, known as the “Peacemaker,” exploded. The disaster came close to costing the president his life, but instead it led to his marriage.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    The Spanish American War and the Yellow Press
                    
                    Walker, Malea
                    
                    
                    2024-02-06
                    
                    
                    When the USS Maine mysteriously exploded, the American “yellow press” published outrageous accusations against Spain and demanded war. Read more about the beginnings of yellow journalism and the rivalry between Pulitzer and Hearst that brought their newspapers to print some of the most preposterous pages in journalism history.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Capote & The Swans Make Headlines
                    
                    Metcalf, Meg
                    
                    
                    2024-02-01
                    
                    
                    Acclaimed author Truman Capote was born in 1924 in New Orleans. An openly gay man from the deep south, Capote defied social expectations and lived his life authentically despite the risk. Known for his small stature and large personality, he surrounded himself with the most famous, fashionable, and wealthy women in New York, whom he …
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Collection Highlights: Anne Newport Royall's Paul Pry
                    
                    Paranick, Amber
                    
                    
                    2024-01-26
                    
                    
                    This post briefly highlights Anne Royall, one of America's first female journalists, and her weekly Paul Pry newspaper.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    A Comics Display for the British Library
                    
                    Colclough, Joanna
                    
                    
                    2024-01-17
                    
                    
                    To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the British Library, the Serial and Government Publications Division displayed some related comic book content on Captain Britain, Miracleman, Neil Gaiman, Alan Moore, and Winston Churchill.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    The Gilded Age: Technology & Invention
                    
                    Thomas, Heather
                    
                    
                    2024-01-10
                    
                    
                    Spanning roughly 1870-1900, the Gilded Age was a time of rapid industrialization in the United States. The country was transforming from an agrarian society of farmers and small producers to an industrial economy based in large urban cities. At the same time, there was a burst of innovation in the fields of engineering, science, and technology, which brought about some of the modern era's most innovative inventions. Here is a look at some of those inventions through historical newspapers.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Peace on Earth: Thoughts from the Past
                    
                    Walker, Malea
                    
                    
                    2023-12-28
                    
                    
                    During this time of year there are often hopes and wishes for “peace on earth.” Take a look through our historic newspapers at how leaders of the past have considered peace and what it means.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Historic Holiday Desserts from Around the World
                    
                    Walker, Malea
                    
                    
                    2023-12-20
                    
                    
                    From the feared fruitcake to the mysterious figgy pudding, the winter holidays are a wonderful time to get creative in the kitchen. It may surprise you to learn that many familiar holiday recipes have traveled several centuries and continents from their origins to end up on our tables. Please enjoy these festive recipes from the past and find more to savor in historic newspapers on Chronicling America.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Marguerite Harrison: Debutante, Newspaperwoman, and Undercover Spy
                    
                    Paranick, Amber
                    
                    
                    2023-12-05
                    
                    
                    Marguerite Harrison is a name you might not recognize. Under the guise of a newspaper correspondent, she was an American woman who worked as a spy in Europe and Asia in the years between World War I and World War II.  This post illustrates her life in newspapers articles- some penned by her and others about her.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Behind the Byline: Burris Jenkins Jr
                    
                    Colclough, Joanna
                    
                    
                    2023-11-28
                    
                    
                    Burris Jenkins Jr (1897-1966) was a sports journalist and cartoonist for Hearst Publications, most notably the New York Journal-American. Find his work in Chronicling America.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    How Thanksgiving Cuisine Earned a Place at the Table
                    
                    Thomas, Heather
                    
                    
                    2023-11-21
                    
                    
                    Thanksgiving is the one American holiday defined by its cuisine. Here is a brief history (and recipes!) of some of the dishes that have come to represent a traditional Thanksgiving meal.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Junior Fellow Spotlight: Courtney Murray
                    
                    Walker, Malea
                    
                    
                    2023-11-14
                    
                    
                    This summer, Junior Fellow Courtney Murray researched and wrote essays about African American newspaper titles available in the Chronicling America Historic American Newspapers database. In 2021, the Library began to digitize a collection of miscellaneous 19th and early 20th century newspapers from the Black American press. Murray wrote ten well-researched newspaper history essays that represented significant titles from this collection. In this interview, Murray shares her research interests and background, her internship experience, and more about the project.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Happy United Nations Day!
                    
                    Walker, Malea
                    
                    
                    2023-10-24
                    
                    
                    October 24th is United Nations Day! Learn about the importance of this day and about the Library's collection of United Nations documents which can be found in the Newspaper and Current Periodical Reading Room.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Searching Spanish Language Newspapers in Chronicling America
                    
                    Walker, Malea
                    
                    
                    2023-10-11
                    
                    
                    Since 2011, Chronicling America has grown its collection of newspapers by and for Hispanic Americans under the National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP). In these interviews with our NDNP partners from California and Texas, you will read more about the Spanish language newspapers from those states.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Women's Wedding Fashion: 1900-1910
                    
                    Thomas, Heather
                    
                    
                    2023-09-26
                    
                    
                    The Edwardian era bride was expected to be the image of modesty. High necklines, long gloves, and ruffled petticoats were prominent to achieve head to toe coverage. While the fashionable silhouette shifted from the idealized S-shape of a Gibson Girl to a more A-line shape over time, satin, ruffles, and lace reigned supreme throughout the …
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Lets Talk Comics: SPX, SDCC, and more!
                    
                    Halsband, Megan
                    
                    
                    2023-09-07
                    
                    
                    It’s September and that means its time for comics and the Small Press Expo (SPX)! Every year the Library hosts a speaker in connection with SPX – usually accompanied by a small display and of course, a lively conversation. This year’s lecture will be a bit different than years past – as it will be …
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    You're Invited! Announcing September Events.
                    
                    Paranick, Amber
                    
                    
                    2023-08-31
                    
                    
                    This post spotlights three September 2023 events that feature the Library’s newspaper and comic book collections. 
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Back to School: Comic Book Stories
                    
                    Walker, Malea
                    
                    
                    2023-08-23
                    
                    
                    What better way to ease the nerves of going back to school than to read some comic book stories…about school! Take a look at some of these classic school moments from the comic book collections of the Library of Congress.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Finding Comic Books and Newspapers at the 2023 National Book Festival
                    
                    Walker, Malea
                    
                    
                    2023-08-08
                    
                    
                    This year’s National Book Festival will take place on August 12, 2023, at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center. Find out more about the Library’s presentations on our comic book and newspaper collections at the Library of Congress Pavilion, and take a look at some of the incredible authors and artists who will be speaking at the Festival!
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Summer Road Trip: National Parks
                    
                    Thomas, Heather
                    
                    
                    2023-08-02
                    
                    
                    On March 1, 1872, President Ulysses S. Grant signed into law the Yellowstone National Park Act, establishing the first national park in America, and the first of its kind in the world! Take a look at some of the scenic and magnificent National Parks you can visit this summer.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    New Website! Read All About It!
                    
                    Queen, Mike
                    
                    
                    2023-07-25
                    
                    
                    Blog post promoting new Newspaper and Current Periodical Reading Room website.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    When Life Gives You Lemons: Summer Recipes from Historic Newspapers
                    
                    Walker, Malea
                    
                    
                    2023-07-19
                    
                    
                    As we wade through the heat of summer, nothing is quite as refreshing as a nice lemony drink or dessert. Take a look at some of these delicious recipes from our historic newspaper collections and give some of them a try.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Embarrassing Baseball Scandals Fans Want to Forget
                    
                    Queen, Mike
                    
                    
                    2023-07-11
                    
                    
                    Post is a brief overview of five embarrassing Major League baseball scandals throughout history.
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Location

        
        
            Library of Congress

        
            101 Independence Ave, SE

        
            James Madison Building, LM 133

        
            Washington, DC 20540-4810

        
            View map External link

        
        

    
    

    
    
        Hours

        
        
            Monday through Thursday

        
            8:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.

        
            Friday and Saturday

        
            8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

        
            Closed Sundays & Federal Holidays

        
            

        
            Reader Registration (Rm. LM 133)

        
            Monday through Saturday

        
            8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

        
        

    
    

    

    

    






        

        
            

    Social Media

    
    
        
        
            Headlines and Heroes: Newspapers, Comics and More Fine Print
        
        
    

    The official blog of the Serial and Government Publication Division of the Library of Congress

    
    
        
        
            @ChronAmLOC External
        
        
    

    The official Twitter account of Chronicling America,
a free database of historic U.S. newspapers curated by the Serial and Government Publications Division as part of the
National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP), a partnership between the Library of
Congress and the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).
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    Visit the Library's subscribe page to stay connected.
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    Call us at (202) 707-5690 or Ask a Librarian Newspapers, Periodicals, Comic Books
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