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                The Performing Arts Reading Room is the access point for the vast
and diverse collections in the custody of the Music Division at the Library of
Congress. Numbering over 25 million items and spanning more than 1000
years of Western music history and practice, these holdings include the classified
music and book collections, music and literary manuscripts, iconography, microforms,
periodicals, musical instruments, published and unpublished copyright deposits,
and over 600 special collections in music, theater, and dance.
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                    The Music Treasures Consortium provides online access to the world's
most valued music manuscripts and print materials, held at the most
renowned music archives, in order to further research and scholarship.
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                    Listen to the changes in the "Star Spangled Banner" as played by
different bands in different eras. Look at the ways in which sheet
music cover art documents historical themes. Read essays discussing the
histories of musical styles.
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                    This online presentation includes items selected from the Federal
Theatre Project Collection at the Library of Congress. Featured here
are stage and costume designs, photographs, posters, playbills,
programs, and playscripts.
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