Intervievier Mary D. EHudgins

Person Interviewed Miss ideline Blakeley Age 87

Home 101 Hoeck gtreet, Faretteville, airkansas.

There is no hint éf elision in the snecch
of Adeline Blakeley, scarcely a trace of vernacular.
413 of her life her associations heve been with
white nersons. She occupies a pocition, rare in
nost-glavery days, of negro servant, coufidant
and friende. after the death of Irs. Iudgins,
family intimates, wives of nhysicians, benkers'

viives and other Faystteville dowagers continued

periodically to come to see aideline. They came

not in the snirit of Ledy fou:xtifuls condescending
to a hireling, but because they wanted to chat
with an old time friends

Interviewer's notee.
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2 Adeline Blakeley LleDe Eudyins

As told by:

4deline Blakeley

"Honey, look in the tible to get the dete when

I was borne /e want to reve 1t just right. Ves, here's
the place, resd it to me. July 10, 1850 ? Yes, I
reicember now, tlict's what they've alweys tola me, T
wanted to be zure, thoush. I was torn in Iickmen
county, +“enne and was ahovt & rear when they brougcht me
to Arkansece 1y mctlier and Ler veople hac been bought
by :r. John P. PParks when tiey vere just children---
John and Leanna and arthas. I wes The Lirst lit.le nggro
in tme Parks Kitchen., TFrom the first they madae a net
out of me. I wias 1little like a doll and they trected une
like a pleything==--- spoileq mne---=-rotten.

After i, Parks cemre to srrvenscc he lived near

vhat is now Prarie Grove, but wiigt do ou ihink it was

called t.en----- Hog Tyee. Later on they named it
#illingsley for a :an who settled therc. /e were tvwo miles

out on tre Jire Road, t..e ore the telexraph line cure in

on,l.0ney, Jliaost evoery community had a ®iire Rocd!,
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It was the custom to give a girl a slave when she
was marrieds When Miss Parks became Mrs. Blakeley she

moved to Fayetteville and chose me to take with her., She
said since I was only 5 she could raise me as she wanted
me to bes Bul I must have been a lot of trouble and
after she had her haby she had to send me back to her
father to grow up a little. For you might say she had

two balies to take care of since I was too little to take
care of hers. They sent a woﬁan in my place.

Honey, when I got back, I was awfull I hed been
with the negroes down in the country and said thit*® and |

thgin't? and words like thet. Of course all the children
in the house took it up from me. Mrs. Blakeley had to

teach me to talk right. Your Aunt Nora was born while I
was away. I wac to0o little to také full cherge of her,
but I could sit in a chair and hold her on my lap.

Mrs. Blakeley teught her children et home. Eer
teaching was almost all they had before they entered the
Universitye. When I was little I wanted to learn, learn |
all I could, but there was a law against teaching a slave
to read and write. One wouan----she was from the North
did it enywaye. But when folks can read and write its going

to be found out. It was made pretty hard for thet womane



4 ' Adeline Blakeley Mary D. Hudgins

After the war they tried to get me to learn, but I tossed
my head and wouldn't let them teach me. I was about 15
end thought I was grown and wouldn't need to lmow any more.
Mery, it sounds funny, but if I had a milliom dollars I
would give it gladly to be able to read end write letters
to my friends.

I remenber well when the war started. Mr. Blakeley,
he was a cabinet maker and not very well, was not considered
strong enough to go. But if the war had kept up much
longer they would have called him.\ Mr. Parks didnt't

believe in seceding. He held out as lorng as it vas safe
to do soe. If you didﬁ't go with the popular side they
called you ‘*dbolitionist! or maybe ' Submissionist!. Butbt
when Arkanses did go over he was lgyal. He had two sons
and a son-in-law in the Confederate army. One fought

at Richmond and one was killed at Geg&sb%fg.

| The little Blakeley boy had always liked to play
with the American flag. He'd march with it and carry it
out on the porch and hang it up. But after the trouble
begen to brew his mother told him he would have to stey
in the house when he played with the flage Even then
somebody saw him end scolded him and said *Either bura it
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Adeline Blakeley Lis«Ds Hudglns

(¢}

or wesh ite! The child thought they meant it and he uvriead
to wesh it. Dyes tvieren't so good in those deys and 1t ran
terriblye It was the awfulest thing you ever saWe

Feyetteville suffered all thru the war. You see wey
were not very far from the cividing line and-both crmies vere
about lLere a lot, The Fe erals were in charge mcst of the
time, They hed & Pcst herey set un brezst works and
fortified the square, The court houce was in the niddle of
it then. It‘Was fun.y thet there wasn't more recl
fighting about he. e Therc viere several battles but they
were more like skirm*shes--—-jusf a few men killed eszch
time. “hey were territle just +l.e smnes 4t first fLey
buried the Union soldiers where ti.e Confedercte ehetery
is now. The Jouthierners viere placed. just anyvhere. Latar
on they moved the 1jorthern caskets over to where the
Tederal Cemetery is now end tihey took up the Southern men
whenAthey kne wonere tvo find ther =2nd placed them over on
tlre 1ill where they esre today,.

Once an officer ceme into our home &:d liked a table

e savi, c0 e took 1te ITrs. Dlakeley followed his horse as
far es she could dleesding with hin to ¢ive it back beczuse
her husbsnd had mede ite The next dsy a neighbor returned it.
Fe hLoad fourd it in the road and recognized it. The :an who

stole it hed been killed end Bropped it as he fell,
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Just before the Rattle of Pr%?ié Grove the TFederal
rmen ceme thirue Some officers stopped =nd ~arted us to cook
for them, Paid us well, too. One nen touk littie lfora on his
lap and almest cried. He said she reminded him of L:is own
little girl he'd may.e ncver see egtine. Le zeve er a cute
little "vory handled ven inife., He asked Irs. Blakeley if
‘e conldn't leave his vistols with her until e came back thru
Fayetteville, She told nim 1t wae asskiryg too much, whet would
apren tc her anc cer family if they touand those viezpons in
ner possession ? But he argued that it wes only for a few dayse.

She hid.them under a tub in the baseient and after walting

veal za e Tnem Lo her brother wlhen he came thraughe. The Yank=es
:iet tlie Zoutherners gt Pr%$ie srove., The shots souiced just like
sovecrn from rere in Fayetteville. ‘We cluways tuouga o€ .an

2ot killed theres

The scldiers camped all around everyvheres, Lots

of them were in tents and soite of the officers were in housese

S

They aidn't burn the collepe---vhere .'iss Sawyer had taugcht, you

S

o

-

-5
ct

“now. The officers uced it

nelr living qguarterses They built

barracks. for the men of upright logse 3 e thet building across

5
wv

.

tlie street., IU'c been lots of tuings, & livery staile, vegénary
vorn, apartment house.s But it was one of the oldest bul dings in

“rikansas. Tr.ey've xent on rerodeling ite The Yankees macde a
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commissary out of it. Later on they moved the foocd up on
the squere and ysed it for & hospital. I cen remember

lots of times seeing the feet of dead men sticking out
of the windowsse

Your Auﬁt Norats mother saved that building
from being burned. Ho% did it happen ? Well you see
both sideé were firing buildings----the Confederates
to keep the Yankees from getting them, and the other
way ahout. But the Southerﬁers did most of the
burninge Mrs. Blakeley's little boy was sick_with fever.
She and a friend went up, because they feared burnings.
They sat there almost all night. Parties of men would come
along anc they would nlead with thems One sat in one doorway
and the other in the tuilding nexts Mrs. Blekely weas
a Southerner, the-other wéman a ﬁgrtherner. Retween theﬁ
they kept the buildings from being burned} saved their
own homes thereby and possibly the life of the little
sick boye

It was like thet in Fayettevilles There were so
many folks on both sides and they lived so close bokether
that they got to know one another and were friends. Things
like this would happen. One day a lorthern officer came
over to our house to talk to his wife who was visitinge

He said he would be away all day. He was to go down to
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Prarie Grove to get ®0ld Man Parks, dead or alive',

Not until he was on his-way did somebody tell him that he
as talking about the father of his wife's hostesse. Next
day he came over to gpologize. Said he never would have
made such a cruel remerk if he had known. But he didn't
find his mane As the officers went iy the front door,
Mr. Parks went out of the bac¢k end the waren surrounded
him until he got awaye.

There was another time when the North and South
took refuge together. During the~war'even the little
children were teught tc listen for bugle calls and know
what they m:ente 77¢ had to know----and h~ow to act when
we heard them. One day, I remember we were to have peaé
for dinner, with ham hoeck and corn bread. I was hungry
that day and everything s&elled so good. But just es the
peas viere pert of them out of the pot and in a dish on the
table the signal came 'To Arms', Cannon follcwed almost
immediately. We all ran for the cellar, leaving the food
as it wase

The cellar was dug out only a little way downe It
had been raining and snowing all day-- -melted as it fell,

It was about noon and the seep water had filled a pool
in the middle of the celler. They placed a tub in the water —
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and it floated like a little boet. They put Nore and s little
girl who wes visiting.he;)end ime in it. The grown folks clung
to the damp sides of the cellar fdoor and well., 4ifter the
worst bombing wes over we hecrd someone upstairs in the houce
calling. It was the wife <f g ilorthern <-fficer. He had
gotten aeway so fast he hed forgotten bis pisgols. She hed
vried to fcllow him, but the chots hed frightenec her. e
called to her to come to the basement. She czme, tut in trying
to climb up the slick sides she clié¢ down and slmost into
our tub. 3She looked sc fu:..ny with her big fat legs thz=t I
glggzleds 1Trs. blekeley slepped me---- it was one of the few
times she struck me. I was glad she did, for I wouid have
laughed out. 4and it didn't do to laugh &t lortherners.,

It wes night be ore the fighting was over, An old
man who wes in the basement vith us went upstairs because
he hea-d someone groam, Sure encugh s vounded rean hed dregged
himeelf to our cdoor, Ie laid the men, almest feinting down
before t e fireplace, It was all he could do. The man cied.
“hen we finelly cure up there wesn't a pea, nor a hit of

ram, nct a crum of cornbtrecd. Floeters Zed clesned the pot

e heC a terrible tire setting alcng during thoss yesrs.
I don't believe we conld =ve dcne it excent for tre [lorther
scldiers. You might sty the Confederscy wes kept up b private

subscription, but thre Urnkees Led the whole Federel gcvernment
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back of them. They had good rations which were issued
uncooked. They could get them prepared anywhere they
likeds We were ;0od cooks so that is the way we Bot our
food-==== preparing it for solditvs and eating it with
thems They had quite a veriety and e lot of everythinge
They were given bacon and coffee and sugar end flour sand
beans and somthing they called *mixed vegetables®, Those
beans were little and sweet---not like tiie big ones we
have today. The mixed vegetables were liked by lots of
folks---I didn't care for them. Everything was ground

up together and then dried, You had to soak it like
dried pe=s before covkinge.

After the war they came to Mrs. Blai:eley, the
soldiers didyand aéecused her of keaping me against my {
wille I told them t at I stayed bécause I wanted to, the
Blakeleys were my pecple., They let me alone, the whites did,
but the negraes didn't like it., They tried to fight me and
called me namese There was a well near the square from which
everybody got water. Between it and our house was a negro
cabin. The little negroes would rock me. I stood it as
long as I coulds Then I told lrs. Blekeley. She said to
get some rocks in my&uoket and it they rocked me to hesave
backe I was a gocd shot end they rane Their mother came to
Mrs. Bkakeley to co:pidain, but she told her, after hearing
her thru thet I had stood all I cculd and the only reason I
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.hadn't been seriously hurt was because her children weren't
good shotse They never bothered me ageine

It was hard after the war. The Tederals stayed on
for a long time. Fences were down, houses were burmned, stock
was gone, but we got along somehows %hen Nora Blalkkeley was
14 a lady'wés teaching & subscription school in the hell
across the street----the seme hall Nrs. Blakely had saved
from burning. She wanted Nora to teach for her. So, child
that she weas,she went over and pretty soon she was teaching
up to the_fourth grade. I went over every morning and bwilt
a fire for her before she arrived. ‘

That fall she went over to the University, but the

next year che ﬂéé to'stay out to éarn moneye Shevwanted to
finish'soAbédi&wgﬂé%m%é deéided to take boarderse. They would
come t0 us from way over on the campus. There were always lots
more who wented to stay then we couid take. We bought silver
and dishes just as we could vay for them, and we added to the
house in the sumner times I used to cook their breakfasts
and dinners and pack baskets of lunéh for them to teke over
to the Campus. We had iots of interssting people with us.
One was Jeff Davis-—--later he was governor and then
senators He and a Creek Indian boy named Sam Rice were
great friends. There were lots of Indians in school a: th:
University then. They didn't have s0 many Indi@ﬁiéchools

end tribes would meke up money and send a bright boy here.
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Ten years aftér she graduated from the University
Nore married Harvey M. Hudgins. They mcved to EHot Springs
and finelly ren e hotel. It burned the night of Washington®s
birthday in 1898. It was terrible, we saved nothi: g but the
night clothes we were in. Next morniig it was worse fd&
we saw small pox flags all over town. OQur friends came to
our rescue and gave us clothes and we went with friends out
into the country to escape the epidemic. There werc three or
four families in ome little Louse. It was crowded, but
we were all friends so it was nice afier all,

About ten years before Nr. fudgins had buidt a
building in Fayetteville. They used the second floor for
an Qperé Eouse. When we came back here after the fire we
took it over to rume Mr. Hudgins hed that and all the
billboarés in town. We saw all the shows. Several years
later the twins, Eelen and Wade were borne I always went
to see the shows and took them with me. Folks watched
them more than the showss I kept them neat and clean and
they were soO cute.

We saw the circuses too. I remember once Barnum and
Bailey were coming to Fort Smith. We were going down. I didn't
tell anybody, but I put §45 in my purse., I made money then.
"Mr. Hudgins got me a éow and I sold milk and buttevy and kept
all I made. Why the first evening dress Helen had and the
first long pants Bud ( Wade) had I bought. Well, we vere
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going down to Fort Smith, but Bud got sick and we couldn't goe
You know, Mary, it seemed so queer, When Helem and I went to
california, we all saw the same circus together. Yew, I've
been to California with her twice, Whenever the train would
stop she would come from the pullman to the coech where the
colored persons had te ride to see atout me. We went out

to visit Sister ( Bess Hudgins Claytom) and Bud. While we
were there, Barnum and Bailey ceme to Los Angeles. It seemed
so funny. There w: were---away out in California---gll the
children grown up and off to themselves, There we were---all
of us----seelng the show we had plenned to see way back in
Arkansas, years and years before,

You know, Honey, that doll Ann has---she got it for
her seventh birthday ( Rlissbeth Ann Wiggans---daughter of
Felen Hudgins VWiggans). It was restrung for her, and was
once before for her mother., But it's tﬂe same doll Baby Dean
( Dean Hudgins ) carried out of.that fire in Fot Springs in
1895. Everybody loves Ann., She makes t e fifth generetion
I've cared for, When Helen is going out she brings Ann down
here or T go up there., It's usually down here tho. Qecause
since we turned the 0ld home into apsrtments I take care of
them, end it's best for me to be here most of the time,

All tte people in the apartments are mighty nice to

me, 0ften for days at a time they bring me so much to eat thsat
I don't have to cook for myself., A boy going to the University

has a room here and tends to the furnace. He&s a nice boy.

I like him,
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1y life's been a full one, Honey, =nd an interesting
ones I can't re-lly ssy vhich ~zrt of it i=s test. I cen't
cecide whether it*'s & better worid now or then., I've hed
lots of hsrd vork, =2nd lots of friends, lots cf fun aad I've

gore lots of pleces. ILife is interestinge



