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What Women Have Done with the Vote

By Carrie Chapman Catt
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uf demibis and objections wene vosced by the opposi-
tion b woean , there were only two real
causes for the hestation snd hostility to ?E:E
women the votes ome, “the srperioriny of the m
complex;” the other, " the inferiority of the female
eomplex.” The first bed to a rerrific resistance in
which vested interevts, politicians, and extroms ¢
servatives wnited b0 oounter every e of
the suffragists and that, ton, with the exponditure of
wast summs of money, The sccond led to an entirely
separate yer cobperating opposition of the women
antisufragiste, 11 was cortain thar these twa com-
plexes womild persist after the grant of the vate and
thar nothing but death and time could remove
them, Suffrage beaders made this prediction long
before the end, and it has been satisfying 1o
discever no incident which has not fitted ineo this
iction. Mow and thes a wmiter, man of woman,
issues an wriicle which, ia fiery and resentful sones,
condemns women vaters; but both the writer and
the ine that hau published it were antis
“hefin’ de wah ™ and ase merely betraying 'l'r'l'ﬂ-rﬂl'l“
of painful adjustment 1o the new order. Such pro-
nouncements may disturb the mental compoaure of
uminformed readers, bat they are received by ex-
perienced suffragists in much the spirit with which
the sstronomer greets 8 eomet whose coming he bas
predicred and, smilasly, they know thas it will pass.
For & hundred and borty years politscal enganiea-
thn had been in the process of building and had
bsiene thosemighly fixed by 1920 Demos-
racy within che m,ﬂwq._umun-l %hm—
shan, had never really achseved. MNominanons
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it her-in-law s howse
has small chance af
keeping it in her way, A new member in the church
iwn't invited to pass the conrribution box the first
Sunday, Amsd the rule ed when women came
immn politics, They were lavishly welcomed by both
domimant partics, cach expecting to draw a goosd
majority of the pew women vorers. Behind the
smales hurked the o2 complex which watched with
suspicion, The political lesders suffered a double-
barreled variety of complex, They krew themaclves
superior to the average male vorer by about 100
per cont apd superior to the new female voter by
about 260 per cent. Their complex has been shocked
rather often by wemen vorers who, while engaged
boyally in their party duries, have questioned the
macthad or the wisdom of the process. It was then
the women's turn 10 be surprised for discipline
with a heavy hand was 'l'pll.'ﬂhrr_:‘h.H wpm them.
WE comieon cause of female nsmrrecoion s
the r-ﬂ'mlrg.-. It inrerferes with the diviee right
of loswes, snd they do not hike it For exanapie:
Im & certain city a primary electing was a1 hand,
and the election of leaders and on-lbeaders, &s they
are called in some States, was o procede the pn-
manry, In four election districts wsely the same
i hlpqmj:Thm—hldrr dgl bheen o hard-
woeking, devoted partisan, bae she had shown a
teraleney o thank for hersedl. The man leader,
having made sure of kis swn clection, decided ™
discipline his oo frectkinking eoworker by having
her “theown out.” In each case the name of the
suCCEisF Was wha abowe, The man leader,
E‘l:i-ng has orders h up, without calling
is members together, Iy ammounced that the
regpalar machine woald & cerrain candadate
io high office in the primary. This ultimatum was

https://www.loc.gov/item/mss154040474/

Library of Congress www.loc.gov/teachers


http://www.loc.gov/teachers
https://www.loc.gov/item/mss154040474/

