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On Sept. 25-27, booklovers from around
the world will hear from dozens of the
nation’s most gifted authors during a
reimagined National Book Festival.
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Studying Banned Books

The Asian Division's Yuwu Song
researched censorship in China as a
Kluge Center staff fellow.
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Q&A: Dana Scherer

The Congressional Research Service
specialist answers questions about her
career and her family ties to Library
collections.
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Obituary: Steven Permut

Longtime music cataloger Steven
Permut is remembered for his collegial-
ity and his expertise in piano literature
and recordings.
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Camilo José Vergara/Prints and Photographs Division

A staff member and customers at an H.F. Dollar store in Queens, New York, wear
protective gear in late April to avoid transmitting the COVID-19 coronavirus.

Collecting on the Pandemic Begins

Across the Library

The effort is being compared to acquisitions tied
to the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

BY WENDI A. MALONEY

People chatting in the sun beside a
taco truck in Oakland, California; a
woman peering warily over a surgi-
cal mask in a Newark, New Jersey,
bus line; cheerful-looking manne-
quins sporting face coverings for
sale in the Bronx; a sign reading
“no gloves, No mask, no service”
taped on the entrance to a Royal
Chicken and Biscuit restaurant in
Newark.

What do these images have in
common? They’re all by Camilo
José Vergara, noted for pho-
tographing urban communities
where life is often hard. They are
also among the very first items the
Library acquired documenting the
COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic.

And they will be far from the last:
The Library anticipates a collecting
effort that exceeds its coverage of
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks
— which was huge.

“That touched certain aspects of
our society,” said Joe Puccio, the
Library’s collection development
officer, of Sept. 11. “But this thing is
touching everything — from sci-
ence and health care to business
to entertainment to education —
it’s everything.”

The job of the Library in this
situation, he said, is to “deter-
mine what’s the most important
material to acquire and what a
researcher in a hundred years will
need to see from what is being
COLLECTING, CONTINUED ON 6



NOTIGES

DONATED TIME

The following employees have satisfied eligibility requirements to receive leave
donations from other staff members. Contact Lisa Davis at (202) 707-0033.

Sharron Jones
Terri Harris-Wandix
Donna Williams

Craig Andrews
Sharif Adenan
Lynette Brown
Eric Clark

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COVID-19

June 10, 10 a.m.
www.youtube.com/loc

Constanze Stelzenmdller, Kissinger chair in foreign policy and international
relations at the John W. Kluge Center, and Andrew Weiss, Library of Congress
chair in U.S.-Russia relations, will discuss how the European Union is dealing
with the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic, internal politics in Russia and how
these issues impact the United States. John Haskell, director of the Kluge
Center, will moderate.

Free registration: https://bit.ly/3cnToVi

MINDING OUR MENTAL HEALTH

As our region and the nation continue to grapple with the pandemic, and in
light of ongoing demonstrations and some acts of violence, it may be difficult
to feel a sense of normalcy right now. There are numerous resources available
to Library staff who are feeling overwhelmed and may need help adjusting or
coping including:

Call the Library’s Employee Assistance Program (EAP) hotline at (800) 869-
0276 to speak with a counselor; contact your local mental health crisis
hotline; call 911 for a critical crisis; contact the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration’s disaster distress helpline at (800) 985-5990
or text TalkWithUs to 66746 (TTY 1-800-846-8517); or visit the website of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on managing anxiety (https://
go.usa.gov/xwbmp) and job stress (https://go.usa.gov/ixwbwrF).

For Library staff who need these and other kinds of support, EAP provides a
wide range of resources (https://go.usa.gov/ixwbms).

Questions? Contact the Health Services Division at (202) 707-8035.

COVID-19 UPDATE

On May 29, the Health Services Division (HSD) announced two new cases of
COVID-19. The newly reported cases involved staff who had not been in the
Library recently, so contact tracing was not necessary.

HSD is communicating with all staff members who become ill. In cases in
which ill individuals were present in Library buildings, HSD is also notifying their
close work contacts and cleaning and disinfecting the areas affected. The
same process is being followed when contractors in Library buildings become
ill.

More information on the Library’s pandemic response: https://go.usa.gov/
xdtV5 (intranet) or https:/go.usa.gov/xdtVQ (public-facing staff web page)

BUILDING ACCESS UPDATE

The C Street West doors are closed as of May 4 at the request of the U.S. Cap-
itol Police to support its workforce during the pandemic. Staff should enter
and exit Library buildings through the Independence Avenue doors or the
Madison Building garage.
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NATIONAL BOOK FESTIVAL

National Book Festival Goes Virtual for 20th Anniversary

The format responds
to the pandemic while
enabling outreach to a
global audience.

In a time of social distancing
during the COVID-19 coronavirus
pandemic, people from around
the world have turned to books
for inspiration. On the weekend

of Sept. 25-27, booklovers near
and far can indulge their passion
through a reimagined virtual ver-
sion of the Library’s National Book
Festival.

In its 20th anniversary year, the
festival is moving online to serve a
global audience and demonstrate
how authors and their stories
help to connect and illuminate
the world. The move addresses
the need to mitigate risk of per-
son-to-person transmission of
the virus. The Library is also in
discussion with possible broad-
cast partners to ensure the broad-
est possible access to the great
authors that fans have come to
expect each year.

“Although we cannot hold our
usual National Book Festival,
which attracts more than 200,000
attendees of all ages, | believe this
virtual festival has the potential to
convey the same spirit of inven-
tiveness and creativity to an even
wider book-loving community,”
said Librarian of Congress Carla
Hayden. “l invite everyone who
loves to read — including students
resuming their studies this fall — to
join us in September.”

The festival will celebrate “Ameri-
can Ingenuity” this year and show-
case the creativity and inspira-
tion of some of the nation’s most
gifted authors, including dozens

of bestselling novelists, historians,
poets and children’s writers. As in
the past, the festival will host new
book launches as well.

“l am proud to once again serve as
the co-chairman of the National
Book Festival,” said philanthropist
David M. Rubenstein, the festival’'s

Authors headlining the 2020 festival include John Grisham (from top left), Joy
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Harjo, Kate DiCamillo, Madeleine Albright, Jason Reynolds and Melinda Gates.

longtime principal benefactor.
“Now, more than ever, we need
books for the insight and reassur-
ance they offer in a time of great
uncertainty.”

The lineup for this year’s festi-
val includes, among many stellar
authors:

- Madeleine Albright, former sec-
retary of state, on “Hell and Other
Destinations,” her memair.

« U.S. Poet Laureate Joy Harjo on
“An American Sunrise,” her new
volume of poetry.

« Melinda Gates on “The Moment
of Lift: How Empowering Women
Changes the World.”

- John Grisham on his new legal
thriller, “The Guardians.”

- Jenna Bush Hager on “Everything
Beautiful in Its Time,” a collection
of stories about her grandparents,
Barbara and George H.W. Bush

« Colson Whitehead, 2020 Pulit-
zer Prizewinner, on his novel “The
Nickel Boys.”

- National Ambassador for Young
People’s Literature Jason Reynolds
and Ibram X. Kendi on their book,
“Stamped: Racism, Antiracism and
You.”

- Kate DiCamillo in conversation
with Ann Patchett on the 20th
anniversary of “Because of Winn-
Dixie.”

« Ann Druyan on “Cosmos,” the
sequel to Carl Sagan’s blockbuster.

« National Book Award winner
Sarah Broom on her childhood
house in New Orleans.

« Jared Diamond on his new book
on world affairs, “Upheaval.”

« Prizewinning graphic novelist
Gene Luen Yang on his warm-
hearted memoir, “Dragon Hoops.”

More details will be announced at
a later date. The doorway to this
year’s festival will be the National
Book Festival website at loc.gov/
bookfest.

The National Book Festival is made
possible by the generous sup-
port of private- and public-sector
sponsors, led by National Book
Festival Co-Chairman David M.
Rubenstein. Among other gener-
0us sponsors, charter sponsors
are the Institute of Museum and
Library Services and the Wash-
ington Post, and patron sponsors
are the National Endowment for
the Arts and the Women’s Suffrage
Centennial Commission. m
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Kluge Staff Fellow Researches Banned Books in China

The Asian Division’s
Yuwu Song gains
greater insight into
a topic he has long
studied.

BY ANDREW BREINER

Yuwu Song has learned to expect
strange things when studying
censorship in China, but even

he was surprised to hear in 2016
about pages being torn from a
dictionary — bookstores in China
opened plastic-wrapped copies
of the Merriam-Webster Dictionary
to remove pages on Taiwan before
sale. It’s just one example of the
way China’s government exerts
control over the publication of
books, Song said.

A reference specialist in the
Library’s Asian Division since 2008,
Song is concluding a residency as
a Library of Congress staff fellow
at the John W. Kluge Center.

Since January, he has been
researching a project titled “Book
Censorship in Post-Tiananmen
China (1989-2019)” using the col-
lections of the Asian Division. As
the culmination of his fellowship,
he will finish a research paper on
the topic and submit it to a schol-
arly journal for publication.

Each year, the Kluge Center’s staff
fellowship gives up to two Library
employees the opportunity to
conduct independent research
using the Library’s resources and
collections. The 2020 round of
applications is already under con-
sideration, with the next call for

applicants coming in January 2021.

Song had a personal experience
with China’s censorship more
than a decade ago when he
considered publishing the 2006
book he edited, “Encyclopedia

of Chinese-American Relations,”

in China. Its entries on the 1989
Tiananmen massacre and other
topics considered controversial by
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Song works from his home office this spring.

China’s government would have
made publication there difficult, he
learned.

Since then, Song has studied Chi-
na’s censorship of books, some-
thing he is well-suited for at the
Library, where he reviews, selects
and recommends thousands of
Chinese books each year to be
added to the collections. Song has
also published three books and
more than 20 articles on topics
related to China.

In recent years, he said, books
have been undergoing more rig-
orous censorship than ever. “The
research indicates that the cen-
sorship system has helped the
Chinese government maintain

a degree of stability,” Song said.
“However, it is eroding freedom of
expression and laying the foun-
dation for discontent in China and
overseas.”

Song cited the removal of Taiwan
pages from the Merriam-Webster
Dictionary, reported on Oct. 13,
2016, by the Washington Post, to
be “one of the most bizarre and

Yuwu Song

illogical examples of the absurd
surrealism of Chinese censorship”
he has encountered. The political
status of Taiwan is a contentious
issue with China’s government,
which maintains the island is part
of the People’s Republic of China.

The “all-embracing and oppressive
qualities of China’s censorship”
would surprise casual observers,
Song said. “There are censored
materials the likes of which not
even George Orwell could have
imagined.”

Through the fellowship, Song said,
he expects to broaden his knowl-
edge on book publishing and cen-
sorship in China and improve his
research and analytical thinking
skills. “All of this will help me do a
better job in my normal position,”
he said.

His staff fellowship concludes on
July 6.

More information about the Kluge
staff fellowship: https://go.usa.gov/
XwWZ4d m


https://go.usa.gov/xwZ4d
https://go.usa.gov/xwZ4d

QUESTION & ANSWER

Dana Scherer

Dana Scherer is a specialist in
telecommunications policy in the
Resources, Science and Indus-
try Division of the Congressional
Research Service.

Tell us a little about your
background.

| grew up in St. Paul, Minnesota. My
father was the art librarian at the
University of Minnesota, and my
mother held a variety of positions
in the field of radiography. | studied
economics and speech commu-
nication at Macalester College. |
spent a semester in Brussels as an
intern at the European Parliament
and completed an honor’s thesis
about the European Union’s media
policies.

After graduating, with my interest in
public policy piqued, | worked as a
congressional intern in both Minne-
sota and Washington, D.C., and as
an economist in the Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCQ),
working on broadcast television
issues.

| then earned an MBA from Colum-
bia Business School and, while
there, spent a semester in Mexico.
Subsequently, | worked for Uni-
vision Communications, a Span-
ish-language media company, in

Dana Scherer

Los Angeles, New York and New
Jersey. My next move was back to
the FCC, where | was a policy ana-
lyst for seven years before joining
the Congressional Research
Service (CRS).

What brought you to the Library, and
what do you do?

Through about six degrees of
separation from one of my
now-former CRS colleagues, some-
one forwarded me a posting of a
position at CRS. Never before had

| seen a job position that matched
my background so exactly. CRS
was seeking someone who could
focus on the media industry, eco-
nomics and public policy.

CRS provides members of Con-
gress and staff with authoritative,
confidential, objective and biparti-
san analysis. Each analyst covers a
different subject matter.

My portfolio keeps expanding.

It includes music and television
statutory copyright licenses, FCC
media policies and media-enter-
tainment mergers, among others. |
write reports available to all mem-
bers and staff, as well as confiden-
tial memoranda.

Fortunately, to learn more about
copyright matters, | can walk down
the hall to the Copyright Office. |
have also made great use of the
Law Library.

You have some family connections
to the Library’s collections. What
are they?

I have connections through both
parents as well as my husband,
Mark Cattell. The families of my
husband and mother (formerly
named Alma Scherer) have geneal-
ogies in the collection.

| also have connections to the
NBC Collection in the Recorded
Sound Section. My grandfather,
Daniel Scherer, had a day job as
an attorney and played the violin
as a hobby. Throughout the 1920s,
he performed at one of the first
commercial radio stations in New
York City, WEAF. RCA renamed it
WNBC after buying it from AT&T in
1926, making it the flagship station
of the NBC broadcast network.
The NBC Collection has the origi-
nal program logs. | visited one day
during my lunch hour and saw my
grandfather’'s name in typewritten
ink nearly 100 years old. That gave
me chills both personally and pro-
fessionally, since | cover broadcast
radio issues for Congress in CRS.

How has the pandemic changed
your work?

My work itself is the same — | still
speak with congressional clients
on the phone and via email, and |
still research and write reports and
memoranda. The major difference
is that | can no longer do in-person
briefings. | have also become much
more adept at using Webex, Skype
and other applications in meet-
ings. Since the Library’s Toastmas-
ters chapter continues to meet
remotely, | can still practice my
public speaking skKills.

| do miss seeing the smiles of the
Capitol Police and other colleagues
in the Capitol complex and visiting
the art displays on the sixth floor
when | need to stretch my legs. On
the plus side, | enjoy my views from
my windows and spending more
time with our cat, Auden.

What do you enjoy doing outside
work?

Prepandemic, | enjoyed going to
movies and restaurants, seeing
plays and musicals, exercising
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produced today.”

The Prints and Photographs Divi-
sion (P&P) is adding new pandemic
images by Vergara to the web-

site (https://go.usa.gov/ixwCNM)
every week — since 2013, the
Library has been the permanent
archival home for the MacAurthur
Award-winning photographer’s
work.

Known for portraying changes

in the same locations over time,
Vergara is capturing over and over
again busy intersections, mostly in
New York City, to show the evolv-
ing response of all kinds of people
to the pandemic: street vendors,
shoppers, school children, people
on their way to work or coming
home, police officers. A National
Building Museum online exhibition
from earlier this year, “Document-
ing Crossroads: The Coronavirus in
Poor, Minority Communities,” high-
lights Vergara’s project.

His pandemic photos are among
the first Library collection items
to be publicly accessible. A
fast-growing list of pandem-
ic-related content in other sub-
ject areas — science, education,
economics, psychology — is also
available online to those who have
access to the Library’s subscrip-
tion databases, consisting now
mostly of staff, however, since the
Library is closed to the pubilic.

Researchers will have to wait

a while to sift through most of

the Library’s pandemic content,
including newly acquired websites,
to allow for processing and adher-
ence to Library policies. “All of

our content is embargoed for one
year,” said Abbie Grotke, head of
the web archiving team in the Dig-
ital Services Directorate of Library
Services.

Gathering the Ephemeral

Already, though, web content is

an enormous focus of collecting.
Teleworking recommending offi-
cers from across the Library — the
staff who propose materials for
the Library to collect — are nomi-
nating a steady stream of sites and
pages within sites to add to exist-
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ing thematic collections as well as
a catch-all space for content that
falls outside the themes.

“At this point, our focus is on
collecting and making sure we’re
preserving,” Grotke said. “How
we present it to the public may
evolve.”

State and federal government
websites are major sources of
nominations, said Rashi Joshi of
the Collection Development Office,
who supports recommending offi-
cers in acquiring digital collections.
The sites are important, she said,
because they reflect governmental
responses to the pandemic and
public guidance.

Other collecting emphases include
sites documenting the outbreak
of COVID-19 in Wuhan, China, and
sites related to business, commu-
nity and individual responses to
the pandemic. Culture is also a big
focus.

Melissa Wertheimer, a recom-
mending officer in the Music Divi-
sion, is leading a team research-
ing performing arts sites. “We’re
scouring the web for content
related to all the division’s collect-
ing areas,” she said.

Examples so far out of 200-plus
nominations include videos of
distance performances by dance
companies, original musical com-
positions inspired by quarantine,
blogs contemplating the future of
public performance and online
projects like the Social Distancing
Festival, which promotes virtual
shows whose live editions were
canceled because of the pan-
demic.

Some websites the Library has
collected for years are also now
capturing virus-related con-
tent, Joshi noted. These include
sites devoted to web comics and
emerging cultural traditions. One
such site, Urban Dictionary, an
online compilation of slang, has
added “coronabrain” to its inven-
tory of terms.

Helena Zinkham, chief of P&P,
believes social media — which in
the Sept. 11 era was just getting
started — will turn out to be an

especially rich source of pandemic
collecting. While the web archiving
team acquires sites, Zinkham’s
division is researching images pre-
sented in venues such as Flickr.

“We’'re able to see the kinds of
photographs being made by
everyday people,” she said. “We’re
not planning to vacuum them up,
but selectively we can reach out.”

Documenting Culture, Data

In other collecting areas, Asian
Division recommending officers
last month selected 142 Chi-
nese-language print titles on
COVID-19 in China. Acquisitions and
Bibliographic Access Directorate
librarians are facilitating their deliv-
ery, and cataloging librarians are
prioritizing their processing so they
can quickly be made available.

Since March, John Hessler of the
Geography and Map Division has
been involved in mapping the pan-
demic and searching for geospatial
data and cartographic visualiza-
tions to add to the Library’s vast
map collections.

And the Copyright Office has
already registered dozens of
pandemic-related titles, includ-
ing “Cornavirus Gas Mask Skull,”

a visual arts work, and a sound
recording called “COVID #19 Baby!”
Recommending officers will review
associated deposits to determine
which to add to the Library’s
collections.

The American Folklife Center

(AFC) plans a “multipronged and
multiyear approach” to pandemic
collecting, said its director, Betsy
Peterson. In April, Rep. Ami Bera of
California introduced a bill in the
House of Representatives charging
AFC with directing a COVID-19 oral
history project to document the
experiences and stories of people
across the U.S.

Should the bill become law, Peter-
son envisions establishing a fel-
lowship program to interview first
responders, essential workers,
COVID-19 survivors and others,
including planners of emergency
and civic responses to the pan-
demic.

AFC is also the archival home


https://go.usa.gov/xwCNM)

of StoryCorps, which in March
launched StoryCorps Connect, a
platform enabling people to inter-
view loved ones remotely, and it is
cooperating with other organiza-
tions to document the pandemic.

“I think the Library can join and
learn from these efforts and, |
hope, help amplify them through
development of a national COVID-
19 oral history collection,” Peterson
said.

“Our problem,” said Puccio of the
Librarywide collecting effort, “is
that there is just so much content
about this situation. But | think in
the end - like in 10 years - we're
going to look back and say, wow,
we did a heck of a job collecting
back then.” m
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at the gym, meditating at a local
center and traveling. Since my hus-
band moved to Fort Myers, Florida,
a year ago for a job, we explore
that area together when | visit.

Postpandemic, | cook more and do
more things online, such as exer-
cising, meditating and watching
video services. My husband and

I connect by watching the same
shows, and we alternate who gets
to choose. | also savor the food
that | order online from the ven-
dors who have traditionally sold
food at the farmer’s market in Old
Town, Alexandria.

What is something your co-
workers may not know about you?

They may not know, but will likely
not be surprised to learn given

my interest in the entertainment
industries, that | used to be quite a
performer during my childhood and
adolescence. My musical debut
was as Piglet in a Winnie the Pooh
production when | was 8 years

old. I was in a metropolitan young
women’s choir throughout my
teens, and | participated in Follies
while attending Columbia Business
School. Since | hate to audition, |
decided that | needed to pursue an
alternative career. CRS has turned
out to be the perfect fit. m

OBITURRY

Steven Permut

Steven Permut, a close friend and
colleague of many past and pres-
ent Music Division catalogers, died
on March 9. He was a cataloger of
music at the Library between 1979
and 2014.

Permut was born in the Shaker
Heights suburb of Cleveland on
March 25, 1945, and he spent
most of his childhood there
before moving with his family to
St. Petersburg, Florida. He grad-
uated from nearby University of
South Florida (USF) in 1966 with
a bachelor’s degree in music
with an emphasis on piano per-
formance. He then attended the
University of Michigan for a year
before returning to USF to earn a
master’s degree in piano perfor-

mance. Next, he enrolled in the
University of Maryland to pursue a
Ph.D. in music. In the early 1970s,
he changed career paths and
received a master’s degree in
library science from the university;
in 1974, he became a cataloger in
its McKeldin Library.

Permut joined the Library of Con-
gress staff in 1979 as a music
cataloger, becoming well known
for the accuracy of his work. He
was also well liked by his co-work-
ers — he was known for being kind,
gentle and friendly, supporting new
catalogers while consistently pro-
viding support for veteran
colleagues.

Permut was seen as having an
inexhaustible fund of knowledge
regarding piano literature and
classical piano performers

and their recorded legacy. A
decadeslong effort to document
every piano recording ever made
was a labor of love. The work filled
about 20 large loose-leaf binders
by a conservative estimate.

Permut was also a longtime
member of the Association of
Recorded Sound Collections and
a supporter of the International
Piano Archives at the University of
Maryland.

He leaves no immediate survivors,
his parents and an older brother,
Harvey, having preceded him in
death. m
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