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Infographic Summary

Indigenous languages establish a cultural scaffolding from which Latin American society has develop. This illustration depicts several of the major modern indigenous language families throughout the region (represented by gold circles). 
These families have a rich diversity of distinct languages, such as Mayan, which boasts over 6 million current speakers and approximately 30 individually recognized languages (depicted by blue arrows).

Infographic Transcript

Map Image of Central and South America

· Nahuatl		(gold circle designating  _____ area) 
· Lenca  		(gold circle designating  _____ area)
· Maya  		(gold circle designating  _____ area) 
· Chibchan 	(gold circle designating   _____ area)
· Quecha 	(gold circle designating   _____ area)
· Aymara 	(gold circle designating   _____ area)
· Guarani 	(gold circle designating   _____ area)
· Mapuche 	(gold circle designating   _____ area)
· Tupian 		(gold circle designating   _____ area)

· Yucatec 	(blue arrow designating   _____ area)
· Q’echi		(blue arrow designating   _____ area)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Sakapultek	(blue arrow designating   _____ area)
· Garifuna	(blue arrow designating   _____ area)
· Ch’o		l(blue arrow designating   _____ area)
· Tzetal		(blue arrow designating   _____ area)
· Tsotsil		(blue arrow designating   _____ area)
· Tojolab’al	(blue arrow designating   _____ area)
· Mam 		(blue arrow designating   _____ area)
· K’iche		(blue arrow designating   _____ area)
· Kaqchikel	(blue arrow designating   _____ area)
· Chorti		(blue arrow designating   _____ area)


Note

The Archive of Hispanic Literature on Tape, soon to be called the PALABRA Archive, is an initiative started in 1943 by the Library of Congress to record writers from Spain, Portugal, Latin America, the Caribbean, and from the Hispanic Community in the United States reading from their poems and prose. The Archive boasts the works of authors such as Pablo Neruda, Gabriel García Márquez, Octavio Paz, and Mario Vargas Llosa. Spanish and Portuguese are the prominent languages that the Archive features, but these are not the only influential languages in Latin America. The region has a foundational and complex matrix of modern indigenous languages, with millions of speakers. 
Indigenous cultures, especially the Maya, have a rich literary tradition. However, authors in these languages are often less represented in the global sphere. In 2019, the Archive began a project to highlight the work of indigenous writers, beginning with nine recordings in Chiapas, Mexico, where there is a thriving Maya literary community. This Junior Fellow project focuses on processing and cataloguing these recording and creating a LibGuide for Maya literature on the Archive website

