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Infographic Summary

To better illustrate the ways in which Lehem Yehudah allows us to examine the rise and fall of Hebrew printing, I created a timeline of important moments in the politics of the printing industry that led up to the public burning of Lehem Yehudah. Hebrew printing was introduced and facilitated by non-Jewish printers, whose fierce competition in the middle of the 16th century led to a papal ban on Hebrew printing and the destruction of printed Hebrew books throughout Italy. 

Infographic Transcript

1469–– The printing press is introduced to Venice from Germany. The city becomes a world center for printing.

1515–– Daniel Bomberg, a Christian Hebraist from Antwerp, applies to the Venetian Senate for permission to print Hebrew books, introducing Hebrew printing to Venice.

1545–– Marco Antonio Giustiniani, an Italian Christian printer, prints Nachmanides’ commentary on the Torah, his first book printed in Venice.

1550–– Alvise Bragadin, a rival Christian printer, prints Maimonides’ Mishneh Torah in Venice, sparking competition with Giustiniani.

1551–– Giustiniani prints his own edition of the Mishneh Torah.

1551-1553–– In a bid to squash the competition, rival partners Giustiniani and Bragadin denounce each other to the Church for printing heresy.

1553–– The Vatican bans Hebrew printing and orders the Talmud and many Hebrew books destroyed.

1554–– Judah ben Samuel Lerma rewrites Lehem Yehudah after all 1500 copies of his first edition were burned at press.
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