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Infographic Summary
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An image of the Jefferson Building Main Hall illustrates the thought process behind preservation decisions concerned with light exposure. Each bubble represents a separate question answered, at least partially, by the micro-fade test (MFT). This project investigates different visualization methods for lighting survey and MFT data, both for richer data interpretation and increased accessibility to curators and conservators. 

Infographic Transcript

· Museums are transitioning to LEDs due to energy savings.
· Museums need to test LEDs to determine potential for damage on collection items. 
· Light damage risk may be assessed for an object during exhibit planning. 
· The type of light an object is exposed to changes how it fades over time. 
· The test for fading is noninvasive, and can be directly used on collection items. 
· These results inform future display decisions for the object.
· The reflectance spectra are used to calculate for potential fading.
· A variety of light sources can be tested, including LEDs. 
· Testing allows light sensitive works to be displayed safely, balancing preservation and access.
· A quick exposure time minimizes degradation of the overall object. 

Image List
· Main Hall of the Jefferson Building
· Close-Up of Mural of Winter (painted by Frank W. Benson)
· Picture of the Microfade Tester

