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Infographic Summary

Calling the Shots: American Nursing during the Interwar Period aims to compile a series of primary sources relating to nursing between World War I and World War II. Created with educators in mind, this timeline-inspired infographic marks four shifts or trends in nursing and provides a correlating primary source for each that could easily be used in the classroom. These sources include photos, a poster, and screen-caps of a film. 

Infographic Transcript

Calling the Shots: American Nursing During the Interwar Period
Primary Sources for Educators, by Keely Shaw and Liza Whitfield, 2020 Junior Fellows, Learning and Innovation Office
Our Guiding Questions: How and why did public nursing grow in prominence during the interwar years? How did nursing change during this period? How did gender impact nurses’ work?
The Spanish Flu, St. Louis Red Cross Motor Corps, Oct 1918: The Spanish Flu, or simply "influenza," struck the US in 1918 and 1919. Nurses proved instrumental in the treatment and containment of the illness, working in both home and hospital settings. Photographed here are Red Cross nurses standing ready at their ambulances during the second wave of the flu in St. Louis.
Red Cross Public Nurses, Public Health Nurse Poster: Created by Gordon Grant between 1914-1918, this poster depicts a Red Cross nurse on horseback, riding out to see her patients. Public health nurses often worked in more rural areas of the US, but they also worked in cities and schools. The Red Cross employment of public health nurses started during the progressive era, but continued through the interwar period alongside other programs.
Local Public Health Services, The Forgotten Frontier Film: As part of a larger push for more local public health services, Mary Breckinridge created the Frontier Nursing Service to provide midwife and nursing services to the rural populations of Kentucky. This film was created in 1930 by the Service and depicts reenactments of incidents the Nursing Service had handled or responded to.
Farm Security Administration, Nurse White with Tuberculosis Patient at La Delta: Nurse Marguerite White showing Alice Jane Holden, a tuberculosis patient, how to make her own paper cups. The cups could then be burned after use. Nurse White was working as part of the Farm Security Administration's La Delta Project in Thomastown, Louisiana in 1940.  
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 “[St. Louis Red Cross Motor Corps on duty Oct. 1918 Influenza epidemic.]” Photograph. Saint Louis, MO, 1918. https://www.loc.gov/item/2017668641/ Grant, Gordon.
 “[The Public Health Nurse She answers humanity's call : Your Red Cross membership makes her work possible.]” Poster. 1914-1918. https://www.loc.gov/item/00652153/
Frontier Nursing Service. The Forgotten Frontier. Film. 1930. https://www.loc.gov/item/mbrs00062166/; Wolcott, Marion Post, photographer. 
"[Nurse White showing patient how to make her own paper cups.]" Photograph. La Delta, Thomastown, LA, 1940. https://www.loc.gov/item/2017803188/.
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