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Infographic Summary

‘U.S. Poet Laureate Outreach: A Snapshot’ timeline infographic details notable moments in laureateship outreach projects during the past 35 years. The timeline reflects the U.S. Poet Laureate position’s official beginnings, as well as the continued impact and significance of past laureates’ signature projects that share the importance and appreciation of poetry with the American public.

Infographic Transcript

[bookmark: _GoBack]1985 – “Consultant in Poetry” title changes by an act of Congress to “Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry.”  (Inset Photo of “Goddess of Poetry”)
1993-1995 – Rita Dove organizes events and symposia to champion children’s poetry and jazz, and to explore artists throughout the African diaspora. (Inset Photo of “Rita Dove”)
1997 – Robert Pinsky creates the “Favorite Poem Project,” receiving submissions from 18,000 Americans sharing their favorite poem with the nation in an online collection. (Inset Photo of “Robert Pinsky”)
2002 – Billy Collins kicks off “Poetry 180,” an ongoing online project engaging high school students with a poem for each of the 180 days of the school year. (Inset Photo of “Billy Collins”)
2004 – Ted Kooser begins “American Life in Poetry,” providing newspapers and online publications with a free weekly column featuring contemporary American poets. (Inset Photo of “Ted Kooser”)
2013 – Natasha Trethewey launches “Where Poetry Lives” with PBS NewsHour to report on societal issues across the country through a lens of poetry. (Inset Photo of “Natasha Trethewey”)
2017-2018 – Tracy K. Smith edits “American Journal,” an anthology featuring living U.S. poets, and gives away copies during her second-term visits to rural communities as part of “American Conversations.” (Inset Photo of “Tracy K. Smith”)
2020 – Joy Harjo launches “Living Nations, Living Words: A Map of First Peoples Poetry,” a new Library collection and online map featuring Native poets and poetry. (Inset Photo of “Joy Harjo”)


