
The Library of Congress is 
announcing Notices of Funding 
Opportunity (NOFO) to award 
grants in support of creative uses 
of technology to incorporate digital 
Library of Congress materials into 
new stories that center the lives, 
perspectives, and experiences 
of Black, Indigenous, and other 
communities of color in the United 
States.
Grant opportunities are available 
for Libraries, Archives, Museums, 
and Minority-Serving Higher 
Education Institutions through two 
separate NOFOs that are open for 
applications [Sept. 15– Nov. 15], 
2021 and can be accessed online 
at: blogs.loc.gov/OfThePeople.

About the Program

Visit blogs.loc.gov/ofthepeople/2021/07/funding-
opportunities for the full Notice of Funding Opportunity 
documents that contain detailed program and 
submission information.

For more information, contact: ccdi@loc.gov

How to Apply

The Library of Congress intends to award one grant for the Libraries, 
Archives, and Museums funding opportunity and one grant for the 
Higher Education funding opportunity. The Library’s intention is to make 
two 12-month grant awards of between $50,000 and $60,000 for each.
The applications due date is November 15, 2021.

Grants

Connecting 
Communities 
Digital Initiative 
Grants
For Libraries, Archives, 
Museums, and Higher Ed

Get more information at: 
blogs.loc.gov/OfThePeople

Now accepting applications  
through November 15, 2021

For creative use or development of technology to incorporate 
Library of Congress materials into new stories that center the 
lives, perspectives,  and experiences of Black, Indigenous, 
and communities of color in the United States

Part of the new Of the People: Widening the Path initiative at the Library of Congress 
supported by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation



The Library of Congress is the largest library in the world, with 
millions of books, recordings, photographs, newspapers, maps and 
manuscripts in its collections. The Library has dedicated significant 
resources to collecting born-digital materials and digitizing its tangible 
collections.
www.loc.gov

In January 2021, the Library announced a new initiative, Of the 
People: Widening the Path, that creates new opportunities for more 
Americans to engage with the Library and add their perspectives to 
the Library’s collections, allowing the national library to share a more 
inclusive American story. Of the People is supported through a gift 
from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
www.loc.gov/item/prn-21-002/library-of-congress-enriches-americas-story-by-
connecting-with-minority-communities-funded-by-15m-andrew-w-mellon-foundation-
grant/2021-01-27

The Library of Congress seeks to award Connecting Communities 
Digital Initiative grants to Libraries, Archives, Museums and Minority-
Serving Higher Education Institutions to create digital or digital/physical 
interfaces, publications or exhibits that incorporate Library of Congress 
digital materials into resources that meet local community needs. The 
aim is to support work that uses digital Library collections to enrich 
the American story and speak to the perspectives and experiences 
of Black, Indigenous, Hispanic or Latino, Asian American and Pacific 
Islander, and other underrepresented communities of color.

Background

The following list of examples is meant to inspire, but not limit the 
possibilities for what successful grants might include. 
• A small house museum is awarded funds to create a lightweight 

digital exhibit for their gallery to showcase Library of Congress and 
other materials that complement their collections focus and invite 
participants to add their own digital collections to the exhibit.

• A public library that has been maintaining a local database that 
speaks to the history of a local immigrant community uses grant 
funding to expand the resource by including Library of Congress 
materials that speak to the history of that immigrant community 
across the country.

• A local community archive that has been gathering oral histories 
from neighbors uses grant funds to match those oral histories with 
digitized historical maps, telephone directories, and newspapers in 
the area. 

• A historical association creates a collection of historic photographs 
from Library and local collections and crowdsources the 
identification of people or locations, and includes digital space to 
collect stories.

• A documentary filmmaker working with a local museum collects 
visual or manuscript materials from the Library’s collections 
relating to a particular community and incorporates oral histories 
and verbal traditions from community members into a film. 

• A family historian at a local historical society traces a family’s 
story through the use of Library newspapers, manuscripts, and 
photographic collections, combined with local collections.

Digital Projects for Libraries, Archives, and Museums



Visit blogs.loc.gov/ofthepeople/2021/07/funding-opportunities for  
detailed program and submission information.
For more information, contact: ccdi@loc.gov

The following list of examples is meant to inspire, but 
not limit the possibilities for what successful grants 
might include. 
• A Storymap integrating local newspaper 

and photographic coverage, found in Library 
collections and elsewhere, of important spaces 
in an underserved/minority community’s history 
that is created as part of a history or writing 
course.

• A free online primary source collection or course 
pack on a particular topic designed for use by 
multiple courses

• A web site that integrates parts of different Library 
collections relating to a particular community, and 
shares the story created by technology students 
and history students working together. 

• A platform that showcases Library materials and 
community materials associated with a particular 
community’s traditions or history and invites 
students to record oral histories to be shared 
within the community.

• An online video that explains how to do family 
history traversing Library held materials such as 
newspapers, manuscript collections, etc. for a 
particular community. 

• An augmented reality visualization that enables 
students and community members to explore the 
history of their town through underutilized Library 
collections.

• A film that documents a journey through Library 
collections aimed at uncovering a historical 
mystery associated with a particular community.

Digital Projects for Minority-Serving Higher Education Institutions


