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Connecting with Primary Sources 

 

Goal Participants will be able to describe examples of the benefits of teaching with primary sources 
after selecting a primary source, studying it and finding connections with other items.   
 

Objectives Participants will: 

 Connect with a primary source 

 Make assumptions based on prior knowledge and close observation 

 Discuss ways to engage students with primary sources  
 

Time  45 minutes  
 

Materials 
 

 Spectators at Pittsburg[h]-Detroit game  

 Union Prisoners at Salisbury, NC  

 Armando Marsans  

 Girls' playground, Harriet Island, St. Paul, Minn.  

 Washington, D.C. Public Schools - classroom scenes and school activities  

 Group of African American children playing  

 Effects of the Fugitive-Slave-Law  

 Odd-Fellow's Hall. Thursday Even'g, June 8. Last night Uncle Tom's Cabin!  

 John Brown  

 A map of Philadelphia and parts adjacent : with a perspective view of the State-House   

 Thomas Jefferson, 1788, Chart of State Votes on the United States Constitution  

 Draft of Langston Hughes's poem "Ballad of Booker T.," May 1941  

 Come along  

 Marian Anderson mural dedicated  

 Breaker boys, Woodward Coal Mines, Kingston, Pa. 
 Nursery Rhymes for Infant Industries, No. 15: 'O' is the Oil Trust, a modern Bill Sikes; he 

defies the police, and does just as he likes  

 Solvay Process Co.'s works, Syracuse  

 Civilian exclusion order #5  

 Japanese -American Child  

 Naval dispatch from the Commander in Chief Pacific   

 A cafe near the tobacco market, Durham, North Carolina  

 Demonstrators marching in the street holding signs during the March on Washington, 
1963   

 African American children on way to PS204, 82nd Street and 15th Avenue  

 Front of movie theatre, San Antonio, Texas  

 Native dance by Spanish-American. Fiesta, Taos, New Mexico  

 A mural on the side of a grocery store  

 GENERAL VIEW OF STATUE LOOKING NORTHWEST - Statue of Liberty, Liberty Island, 
Manhattan, New York, New York County, NY  
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 The Human Liberty Bell; 25000 officers and men at Camp Dix, New Jersey; General Hugh L. 
Scott, comdr.  

 I want you for the U.S. Army  

 Illustration of a solar and lunar eclipse  

 Ptolemy’s model of the universe showing each planet’s deity riding a chariot through the 
heavens  

 Illustrations of stars, nebulae, and a proposed structure for the universe in 1856  

 Alice Paul Describes Force Feeding  

 Election Day!  

 National Anti-Suffrage Association  
 

Preparation Print one item per participant plus between six and eight extra items.  For example, for a group 

of 12-14 participants, you could prepare 20 items total. 

  

Procedure 1.    Spread items on tables, allowing ample time for participants to browse.  Ask participants to 

       select one item that appeals to them and take it back to their seats. 

2.    Ask participants to take a close look at their selection. Tell them to make notes that identify 

       details of special interest and what engaged them, such as prior knowledge, personal  

       experience, or thoughts or feelings triggered by the selection. 

3.    Ask participants to look for possible connections between their item and that of another  

       participant. Share details and connections in pairs.  

4.    (Optional) If this is an activity at the beginning of a workshop, the participants may also  

       introduce themselves to the group and tell why they selected their item. 
 

Participant 
Discussion 

Prompt participants to discuss in small or large groups:   

 What strategies could you use in your classroom to help students connect with primary 
sources?  

 What are some of the benefits of engaging students using primary sources?  
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l - I 
=�eing Fed Through 

l1 Described by 

Nost.rils ==-

Alice Paul, 

Young American Suffragette-

:ma<'h c.la�-� I wns wrapped in blank�ts
and taken to another cell to be fed, the
food being injected through my· nostrils. 

·:J)uriug this operntron the largest
\Varclrcss in Ho1Jowny sat astride my
k.neef-1, holding m�· shoulders rlown _ to
keep me from bending forward. 'l'wo
other wardrC!,!ses sat "bn either f-icle nurt
held my urmi,. �rbt>n a towel ,,·as plnccd
around my throat, and one doctor from
b(!hind forced my head back. while an­
other doctor put a tube in my nostril. 
\Yben it reached my throat my head was
rmshed forward. 

"Twice the tube cam(• through my
month 11nd l got it between my teeth.
My mouth was then pried open with nn
instrument. Sometimes ther tied rne
to a <'.�hair ,vith 1,;J1eetf:. Olll'I' I mnnug<'<l
to �d my hanch lon1-1e nnd i,,nnteh,,,1 the 
tnl,.•, tearing it. "i, h m;r f(' 'th. T a ls•i ,broke n jug, hut l didn't giv<' iu."' 

)Ii�s P1rnl Jin:·� nlone in Lo11duu. lJf'r 
friend tol<l nw witl1 J;t"reat i:;ui-to how ::\liss
Pnul ltad elud('tl tl11'! vi,;il111we of tlw 
poli<'e at the Lord i\la:;or'& bn11quE't. 1 t
i:1P-etrni :-;h<> anu )Iiss Am-elin Brown, 11Pr
partnE'r in tlw <>seapade. dr<'i-!'IN] us ehar­
women, went tu th<' Guildhnll nr 9
o'doek in tlw 111orniug. l�\"crr time i:he.1 
met nnyone they nsked the way to the 
kikhf.'11. 'J'h('�· had mnny hairht·C'adtll
<'scapE'�, and one�� seeing n policeman
<'loi;e nt hand. thf'y knelt <lown to escape
noticf'. In the dark the policeman uctnal­
Jy put his C'Upe on them. J•'ino.lly they
imccccderl in getting to the gallery over­
looking tht' banqnPtirig lrnJJ. wllC'rc they 
shrieked and threw stoucs through a
staine I gll:li-� window. 

::\1i8s T..::icy Burns, the othet· Amerk•an 
snffrn�eh<'. i:-: followi11�/ \Vinston Hpeu­
C<'r Clmrehill nround the country, mnk-

r ing it a:,; wnrm ns- possihle .for the Prt'S-
jde11t of" t.hc Hoard of TFade. . 
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