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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ll start with the Library’s home page at loc.gov. Note that there is  search box at the top of the page. Note that on the left side the default is to search for everything. You can use that to limit to a specific format such as photographs, maps or manuscripts.  Most people just dive in. For example if you search for the term “civil war” you will see that there are over 113,000 items. No one is going to go though 113,000 items. Most people won’t go through 113. How can you limit your results to the ones that will be most helpful?

https://www.loc.gov/


Planning Your Search

You are looking for material 
on the Civil War. How would 
you find material on the Civil 
War without using that 
phrase?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may want to consider search terms when doing a search. Consider alternative words, different ways that people’s names might be used and the fact that different terms may have been used in the past to describe things we use in the present. For example World War I may be described in the past as the “Great War” or the “War to end all wars”. Eleanor Roosevelt may be described as Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt and the NAACP may be described as the Niagara Movement for where it was founded.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I decided to try the search using the battle of bull run . This search only had 12,000 plus items.  Better but not great. Go live and show the use of the left navigation.

https://www.loc.gov/search/?q=bull+run&st=gallery


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another way to narrow results is by access condition. If it says available online can see item on website. If only available a LC campus can only see at LC. That can be because of copyright restrictions.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.loc.gov/item/2018666113/ Demo subject headings

https://www.loc.gov/item/83690429/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note the subject headings

https://www.loc.gov/item/83690429/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can also use our blogs to look for searching tips. http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2013/04/jackie-robinson-remembering-number-42-with-primary-sources/

http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2013/04/jackie-robinson-remembering-number-42-with-primary-sources/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2012/05/library-of-congress-search-making-it-easier-to-find-and-use-primary-sources/ Old blog post but with useful tips.

http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2012/05/library-of-congress-search-making-it-easier-to-find-and-use-primary-sources/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Library also has a search help page that provides some suggestions including the use of quotation marks and why not to use Boolean operators including and, but or or. https://www.loc.gov/help/search/

https://www.loc.gov/help/search/


One 
teacher’s 
journey into 
the LOC’s 
collections

 Research in our Primary Source Sets and Teaching with the Library 
of Congress Blog

 The library search engine DOES not work like Google. It will not 
respond effectively to a search in the form of a question.

“What are the powers of the president?”

 Think broadly about your topic. For example, if you are wanting 
resources on presidential powers

 What synonyms or phrases that could be related to the concept?
Write them in the chat box.

 For example: veto, commander in chief, impoundment, executive 
order, pardon/reprieve, impeachment, or specific president’s 
names.

https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/civil-rights/
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2020/01/explore-the-frederick-douglass-digital-newspaper-collection-from-the-library-of-congress/
https://www.loc.gov/search/?in=&q=presidential+powers&new=true&st=


Think about what search term is used… searching 
for items relating to economic trusts

Using the term “trusts” yielded 
the following results.

None of these items has 
anything to do with the 
economic idea of “trusts.”

If we change the search term to 
“monopoly” let’s see what we 
find…



Using monopoly as the search term yields…

Using the term monopolies
I found what I was looking 

for. 
The first item is Monopoly 

by Joseph Keppler, item is a 
political who illustrated for 

Puck magazine.

https://www.loc.gov/search/?in=&q=monopolies&new=true&st=


Using item bibliographic links to search further…

Title: Monopolies
Caption: For years the Trust has been pictured as 
this, - and laughed at. Why not know Him for 
what He really is - a Brute with brains?



Library of Congress research guides…

Library of Congress 
research guides

https://guides.loc.gov/?b=s
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