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Jacqueline Coleburn

materials you work with.

| am a rare book cataloger — that means | analyze, describe, and
provide online access to information about books destined for
the Library’s rare book reading room and vaulit.

Currently | am working on the Library’s rare American children’s
books. This is particularly rewarding work for me because
children’s literature is such an excellent window into the priorities
and values of a time and place. | enjoy learning about American
history, and this collection shows the evolution of ideas as our
country grew. While the books may not tell us what was actually
going through the minds of the children in any given era, they

can give us barrels of information on what the parents, teachers, and religious leaders were thinking and wanted to
impress upon their young minds. We have everything from sermons to children by Cotton Mather in 1707, to first
editions of Horatio Alger’s many rags to riches stories, to a copy of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland inscribed by Lewis
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The Rocket Book - The R Galdecott’s collection of The tale of Mrs. Tiggy-
upward progress of a pictures & songs Winkie
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® 0
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Expert Resources This special collection presents children's books selected from the General and Rare Book Collections at the Library of Congress.

Children’s Litersture Center
Children’s Book Selections: Resource
Guide
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The collection indudes dassic works that are still read by children today, and lesser-known treasures drawn from the Library’s
extensive collection of historically significant children’s books. The books in this coliection were published in the United States and
England before 1924, are no longer under copyright, and free to read, share, and reuse however you'd like.

Highlights of the collection include exampies of the work of American illustrators such as W.W. Densiow, Peter Newell, and Howard
Pyle, as well as works by renowned English illustrators Randolph Caidecott, Walter Crane, and Kate Greenaway.

The selections span many generations and topics, and reflect three general themes:

Learning to Read: Materiais produced to teach American children to read: ABC books, primers, and 3 wooden hombook.

Reading to Learn: Materials supporting dassroom instruction in subjects such as mathematics, dassical mythology, natursl
sdence, and the structure and function of the Unites States government.

Reoding for Fun: Materiais to nourish the imagination: fiction, poetry, fairy tales and toy books.

As ever, if you have any questions or comments about this collection, or questions relating to materials for children more
cenarally nleace feal free 1o Ack = 1 ibrarian at the | ibrary of Concre<c!
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Historical Children’s Books at the Library of Congress: Selected Resources

This guide contains tps to help general researchers find historical children’s materiails and related information, induding Library of Congress digital materials, external websites,

and a print bibliography.

Introduction

Digital Collections
Relzted Online Resources

External Websites

Print Resources

Digital Collections

Ask

a Librarian

Have a question? Need assistance?
Use our online form to ask a
librarian for help.

Chat with a librarian Monday
through Friday 12:00-4:00 PM Eastemn
Time (except Federal Holidays).

Author:

Laura Gottesman, Reference
Specialist, Researcher and Reference
Services Division

Created: April 8, 2019

Last Updated: April 22, 2013

Introduction

This guide supplements the Library of Congress digital coliection, Children’s Book Selections, which presents highlights from
the growing collection of historical children's materials available on the Library's website. It provides finks to related resources at the
Library and other institutions, and offers tips and strategies for exploring the Library’s materials for young readers more broadly.
A few things to keep in mind:
» Your local public or school fibrary is generally the best source of contemporary children's books for young readers (in both
print and electronic formats).
» Your local children's and school fibrarians have few peers when it comes to pairing the right book with the right child {we are
happy to provide whatever heip we can with this, but defer to the true experts!).
Engaged young readers grow into engaged researchers and dtizens. We are delighted to support the work of parents, librarians and
teachers in fostering our nation's young readers, and nurturing their love of reading, history, research, and libraries!

Peter Newell. The Rocker Sook <1312
Paul Rand. Explore with books. Nov. 2-
& Book week [between 1350 and
1970]. Library of Congress Prints and

Books. Book Wesk November 10-18
759€32 Library of Congress Prints and
- Dive:

Library of Congress Rare Book &
Spedial Collections Division.
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Teaching with Historical Children’s Books
May 9, 2019 by Cheryl Lederle

The Library of Congress recently launched a unique collection of select children’s books published more than 100 years
ago. These include classic works that are still read by children today and lesser-known treasures drawn from the

Librany’s-extensive collection of historically significant children’s books. You can read more about the collection or watch
a featuring local authors reading a few selections from the collection.

The process of selecting books published
long ago for a present-day audience
provoked thoughtful conversations among
our staff. We knew that the style of writing,
the subject matter, and even the jokes
found in century-old books might be
difficult for young readers today to engage
with. We knew that every book that we
selected would inevitably reflect some of
the attitudes, perspectives and beliefs of
its own time, as well as failing to represent
diverse authors and audiences. We
thought it was important fo note that the
Library of Congress does not endorse the
views expressed in these books, which
may contain content offensive to users.

Each of these considerations, though, also
presents valuable opportunities for careful
student analysis and discussion. Each
book is a primary source representing the
time in which it was created; reading the
books through historical lenses can
deepen student understanding of the past
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Peter Parley and his Pictures: the First lllustration of Dinosaurs for

American Children
February 20, 2020 by Jennifer Harbster

Today’s guest post is by Jacqueline Coleburn and Anthony Mullan. Jackie is a rare book cataloger at the Library of
Congress and is cataloging the Library’s rare children’s books. Peter Parley books are a particular interest of hers.
These books, which were very popular in the 1830s, 40s, and 50s, offer insight into the evolution of American children’s
literature, and can tell the modern reader a great deal about American attitudes and thought. Anthony Mullan is a
volunteer who was formerly a reference specialist in the Library of Congress Geography and Map Division. One of his
current interests is 19th century American geographic education. Jackie and Tony have written for us before, you can
read their previous blog posts Peter Parley Explains the Moon, Part 1 and Part 2.

lllustrated children’s books on dinosaurs abound and, as any
children’s librarian or parent of a dinosaur-obsessed young child
will tell you, children can’t get enough of them. The words
“dinosaur” or “dinosaurs” appear in over 5000+ titles in the
Library of Congress catalog. Most of these are books for
children. After cars and trucks, the most common intense
interest for young American children is dinosaurs.

Perhaps Samuel G. Goodrich, known to his young readers as
Peter Parley, was on to something when he published the first
illustration of dinosaurs in an American children’s book in 1840.
This illustration appeared two years before the term “dinosaur”
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A Child’s Garden of Verses

25 Pins - 22,230 followers

lllustrations by Charles Robinson of the 1895 edition of the classic by Robert
Louis Stevenson, from our Rare Books and Special Collections Division.
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Library of Congress » Free to Use and Reuse Sets » Free to Use and Reuse: Classic Children's Books Share

Free to Use and Reuse: Classic Children's Books

Learn more about these classic children's books. Browse more content that is free to use and reuse.
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Hyperlinks from the Online Session Chat

Children’s Book Selections —
https://www.loc.gov/collections/childrens-book-selections/about-this-collection/

e Collection Highlights — presented in three categories: learning to read, reading to learn, and reading for fun

Children’s Book Selections: Resource Guide — https://guides.loc.gov/historical-childrens-books

Historical Children’s Books-Related (from the Resource Guide):
e Digital Collections - includes primary sources, search tips, and other formats

e Online Resources - online exhibitions, Poetry and Literature, The Teachers Page, and Today in History

e External Websites - digitized children’s historical books and general information about books and reading

e Print Resources - subject headings for Library of Congress catalog searchers and lists of selected books on

the history of children’s literature and for younger readers

Ask a Librarian - http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/

e General Inquiries form (your question will be routed to the appropriate area of the Library for response)



https://www.loc.gov/collections/childrens-book-selections/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/childrens-book-selections/articles-and-essays/collection-highlights/
https://guides.loc.gov/historical-childrens-books
https://guides.loc.gov/historical-childrens-books/digital-collections
https://guides.loc.gov/historical-childrens-books/related-resources
https://guides.loc.gov/historical-childrens-books/external-websites
https://guides.loc.gov/historical-childrens-books/print-resources
http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/ask-contactus.html

Hyperlinks from the Online Session Chat

Featured ltems (In Order Presented):

* Five Questions with Jackie Coleburn (blog post)

e Library of Conaress Bookstack, 1937 (image)

« WoodHornbook

« AlLittle Pretty Pocket Book

» Teaching with Historical Children’s Books blog post

« Children’s Book Week Celebration (authors reading historical book selections)
» Peter Parley and his Pictures: the First lllustration of Dinosaurs for American Children blog post
 “AChild’s Garden of Verses” lllustrations Pinterest Board

« Freeto Use and ReUse: Classic Children’s Books

 Denslow's Humpty Dumpty

» Image 10 of Page View: Denslow's Humpty Dumpty

« The Baby’'s Own Aesop

 Image 37 of Page View: The Baby’s Own Aesop



https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2016/08/five-questions-with-jacqueline-coleburn-rare-book-cataloger-rare-book-reading-room/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2014645596/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/baseball-americana/about-this-exhibition/origins-and-early-days/baseballs-roots/earliest-mention-of-baseball/
https://www.loc.gov/item/22005880/
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2019/05/teaching-with-historical-childrens-books/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xSVy_AyYr4E
https://blogs.loc.gov/inside_adams/2020/02/parley_dinosaurs/
https://www.pinterest.com/LibraryCongress/a-childs-garden-of-verses/
https://www.pinterest.com/LibraryCongress/a-childs-garden-of-verses/
https://www.loc.gov/item/82196775/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/baseball-americana/exhibition-items/
https://www.loc.gov/item/04017584/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbc0001.2003holmes17584/?sp=37

Hyperlinks from the Online Session Chat

Additional Library of Congress Resources:

e Teachingwith the Library of Congress Blog (keyword searches: “children book™ and “fairy tale”)
« Inside Adams: Science, Business and Technology Blog (keyword search: “children book™)
« Library of Congress Blog (keyword search: “rare children book™)

» Acquiring Open Access Children’s Books blog post

 RareBooks:"A Child’s Garden of Verses” blog post

* Multimedia Moment: Exploring Fairy Tales from Long Ago blog post

e Children’s Literature Center

« Digitized Children’s Literature fromthe Rare Book and Special Collections Division

« Children’s Books Online fromthe Rare Book and Special Collections Division

o Children’s Books Online fromthe General Collections

* Young Readers Center

« Classic Books, available on read.gov

» For Educators and Parents (read.gov)

» Pinterest Boards with Rare Children’s Book lllustrations

* National Jukebox Fairy Tale Recordings

« National Book Festival Blog: Author Talk Video Highlights (children and families category)



http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/
https://blogs.loc.gov/inside_adams
http://blogs.loc.gov/loc/?s=rare+children+book
https://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2019/07/acquiring-open-access-childrens-books/
https://blogs.loc.gov/loc/2019/02/rare-books-a-childs-garden-of-verses/
http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2016/03/multimedia-moment-exploring-fairy-tales-from-long-ago/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/child/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/rarebook/digitalcoll/digitalcoll-children.html
https://www.loc.gov/collections/rare-book-selections/?q=children
https://www.loc.gov/collections/selected-digitized-books/?q=children%27s+books
http://www.read.gov/yrc
http://www.read.gov/books/
http://www.read.gov/educators/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/child/childpinterest.html
http://media.loc.gov/playlist/view/2E922A6F485500BEE0538C93F11600BE?loclr=blogtea
https://blogs.loc.gov/national-book-festival/category/children-families/
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Thank you!

Questions? Post them in the chat box!




