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Scott Joplin’s opera 
“Treemonisha” (1911)

Treemonisha, an 18 year old African-American girl, is the only 
literate person in her community and encourages them to turn 

their back on superstition and embrace formal education.

Questions: 1. How can education benefit communities that have 
been historically excluded from that system? 

2. What problems can’t be solved through education and why?

www.loc.gov/item/ihas.200033526







“Maple Leaf Rag” (1899) 
by Scott Joplin

1. What does 2/4 mean? Hint: It is not a 
fraction. However, fractions are used to 

understand how notes relate to each other 
within the parameters set by the 2 and the 

4. (arrows show syncopation, a 
fundamental concept in ragtime music)

2. Without trying to read the notes, look at 
shapes and identify patterns. Patterns can 
help you understand the form of the piece. 
Where are patterns repeated and when do 

they change?

3. When are both “hands” playing together 
and when are they playing alone? Changes 

in texture often indicate a transition.

4. Where is there contrary motion? Where is 
the motion static? What mood is created by 

each?

5. Listen to a recording of the “Maple Leaf 
Rag” and discover whether or not your 

observations are audible. (audio available at 
www.freemusicarchive.org)

www.loc.gov/item/ihas.200033265/



Thank you! 

Questions? Post them in the chat box!


