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Participants will:
• analyze primary sources using a civics lens;
• discuss how to adapt and modify strategies to use in their 

own classroom;
• gain practical tips for finding materials and resources to 

teach civic ideals.

Objectives
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https://www.loc.gov/item/2004670162/
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Federalism: division of power between the state and national 
governments

Separation of powers: system whereby each branch of gov’t 
retains powers and actions that no other branch possesses or 
may check

Checks and balances: system where one part of government 
may not take action until another part has approved that action

Protection of minority rights: belief that only in rare 
circumstances can the gov’t limit the rights of the few to benefit 
the rights of the many

Civic engagement: action taken by an individual or group to 
influence current policy

Civics Principles



@TeachingLC

Federalism: state v. 
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action to influence current 
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This primary source best relates to _______(civic 
principle) because ________(evidence from primary 
source).

Fill in the blanks
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Additional examples

https://www.loc.gov/item/2016687292/
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Additional examples

https://www.loc.gov/item/2012648707/
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Additional examples

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn79000083/1944-11-11/ed-1/seq-7/
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Additional examples

https://www.loc.gov/resource/sm1879.04797.0/?sp=1
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Additional examples

https://www.loc.gov/item/scsm000681/
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Additional examples

https://www.loc.gov/resource/yan.1a38165/
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Additional examples

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/tr22a.html#obj62
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How can you apply these strategies in your classroom? (face to 
face or remote)

Reflect on practice

Introduce a concept
Assess
Prompt inquiry-based research



Shortcuts for finding primary sources

http://www.loc.gov/
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Finding Civics Resources: Congress.gov
-links to US Founding Documents

-ability to search for topics or current 
legislation

-watch House and Senate debate and 
committee work live

-identify Congressional delegation 
from a student’s state

-access videos on the legislative 
process for educational use
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-highlight a few primary 
sources for classroom 
use

-give item background 
information

-offer activity suggestions

-provide archive of topics

Finding Civics Resources: Blogs

blogs.loc.gov/teachers/



@TeachingLC

Finding Civics Resources: Primary Source Sets
-Primary source sets 
(PSS) are already 
curated items relating 
to a specific topic

-ready for classroom 
use with a version in 
PDF format

-each PSS also has 
links at top of the page 
to analysis tools for 
teacher/student
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Finding Civics Resources

Chronicling America
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

-Chronicling offers digitized 
newspapers from 1789-1963

-search using names, events, or 
topics like executive orders

-Recommended topics link has 
curated articles about specific 
events, people, or ideas

-can snip image of portion of page 
would like to use

-supports civic and media literacy 
skills

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
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Finding Civics Resources

Warren Leffler photos
https://www.loc.gov/resource/d

s.00836/

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ds.00836/
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Questions?

• Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov
• Ask a librarian: http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/
• Teacher resources: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
• Teacher blog: http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/
• Cheryl Lederle: cled@loc.gov
• Jen Reidel: jreidel@loc.gov

http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/
mailto:cled@loc.gov
mailto:jreidel@loc.gov


@TeachingLC

Please take our survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020_LOC_Webinar

Certificates for Live Participation Only
Email kmcg@loc.gov

Before You Go

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020_LOC_Webinar
mailto:kmcg@loc.gov
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