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Welcome to the Webinar!

• Scientific Literacy, Citizenship, and History:  
Analyzing Primary Sources from the Library of 
Congress will begin at 4:00 pm Eastern Standard 
Time

• While you wait, please introduce yourself in the chat:  
name, location, and what you teach!  

• Please send your chat to “All Participants”



April 22, 2020

Scientific Literacy, Citizenship, and History:  
Analyzing Primary Sources from the Library of Congress
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Webinar Overview
Over the next hour, we will:

• Analyze two primary sources that can be used to 
reflect on connections between science literacy and 
citizenship.

• Reflect on related teaching strategies.

• Explore where we can find resources on loc.gov.

• Collaborate so that we can learn together!
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Science and Civics

“Measles Make Mothers Mourn”
The Bridgeport evening farmer. [volume], 
November 22, 1913, Page 2, Image 2

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/s
n84022472/1913-11-22/ed-1/seq-2/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84022472/1913-11-22/ed-1/seq-2/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84022472/1913-11-22/ed-1/seq-2/
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What do you 
observe?

Read closely

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84022472/1913-11-22/ed-1/seq-2/
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https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84022472/1913-11-22/ed-1/seq-2/
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1. What science topics are 
relevant to this source?

“It is estimated that the 
death rate from [measles] 
is 10 per cent…”

“…the infection…is found
in the secretions from the
nose and throat during the
first stages of the disease…”

Add a lens…
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Add a lens…
2. What citizen, organization,
and/or government 
behaviors are involved?
What is their motivation?

“When it is known that 
measles exists in a 
community, no child having a 
bad cough should be allowed
to come in contact with other 
children…It is little less than
criminal to permit children 
known to have measles to 
come in contact with will 
children during the first three 
days of the cough…”
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Add a lens…
3. How would an 
understanding of the 
science behind measles 
influence the behaviors
of citizens, government
and organizations?
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Reflect

What might you do next?



What do you see?



Observe, Reflect, Question…
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Add a lens…
• What science topics 

are relevant to this 
source? 

• What citizen, 
organization, and/or 
government behaviors 
are involved? What is 
their motivation?

• How would 
understanding the 
science make a 
difference to these 
behaviors?

The American Dope Party, 1906
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Additional Sources

Pure Food and Drug Act, 1906

Dr. Wiley’s Poison Squad, 1908

Patent Medicine Advertisement, 1881

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/2010270508/1908-07-24/ed-1/seq-4/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025287/1881-10-02/ed-1/seq-8/
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/59th-congress/session-1/c59s1ch3915.pdf


OCIO 16

Additional Topics

Erosion

Nutrition

Recycling

Lead Poisoning

https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3f05427/
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Reflect

What are the benefits of using historical primary 
sources to reflect on the connections between 
science literacy and citizen behavior?
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Questions and Comments?
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Reflect

How can you incorporate these resources and 
strategies into your instructional practices?
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Amara Alexander
aalexander@loc.gov

Michael Apfeldorf
mapf@loc.gov

Please reach out to us!

mailto:aalexander@loc.gov
mailto:mapf@loc.gov
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Please take our survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020_LOC_Webinar

Certificates for Live Participation Only
Email kmcg@loc.gov

Before You Go

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020_LOC_Webinar
mailto:kmcg@loc.gov
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