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What is a primary source?

A Primary Source is an item or object   
directly connected to a topic and time.

Misconceptions

Sources are always “primary” or “secondary”

Primary Sources are “fact” while secondary are 

“opinion”

Primary Sources are always “first-hand accounts”



Structuring My 
Thinking About 
Primary Sources



You may want students to 
explore:

● an event, person, or time 
period

● an author or illustrator’s 
inspiration or process

● generating their own 
questions to spur further 
study

Why Pair Primary 
Sources with 
Picture Books



How do I analyze a primary source?

Primary Source 

Analysis Tool available 

at loc.gov/teachers

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html


https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2005021388/


https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2005021393/


Introducing the Picture Book with a Photo

Digitized photograph 

available at loc.gov

Picture 
book 
by Mara 
Rockliff; 
illustrated 
by Hadley 
Hooper

https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2005021388/






Finding the Connection Between PS and PB

● How have areas changed?

● Where have they not?

● How does the book highlight 

areas for me to search on a 

older or current map of the 

island?



A Plan of the City of New York… (1775)



A Plan of the City of New York… (1775)



Trinity Church, NY (Google Maps 2019 image)



Picture book about the 
invention of and 
success of the Band-
Aid.

Thinking About Elements 
of Story with 
Primary Sources



● How do advertisements 
tell a story?

● Who is the story for?
● How does the product fit 

into the story?

Evening Star, Washington DC, 
November 19, 1939





Is this a story? Read for:
Characters
Setting
Plot
Conflict
Resolution



Evidence of Character Traits



Evidence of Character Traits

“We are all proud of our children. I 
will say that much. Cause they 
really have suffered and I’m glad 
for them, I mean, that this is all over 
for them too. I have one daughter. 
She’s in jail, but I’m grateful that 
this is all over maybe. After all, we 
all will, you know, benefit from that, 
you know, her purpose of going to 
jail.”

A Happy Day in Birmingham
May 10, 1963
American Archive of Public Broadcasting

https://americanarchive.org/catalog/cpb-aacip-500-r785p02p?start=132.71&end=152.13


Curated items on TPS Teachers Network site
tpsteachersnetwork.org/primary-sources-in-the-school-
library/albums

Picture book 
about 1904 
Olympic 
Marathon

http://tpsteachersnetwork.org/primary-sources-in-the-school-library/albums


Blog Post on American Association for School Librarians site

Picture book about the 
survivors of the 
Oklahoma City 
Bombing



Book: Elementary Educators Guide to Primary Sources

Picture book with 
excerpts from letters 
written by Civil War 
soldiers and references 
to music from the time 
period





Comments

Or

Questions



Please take our survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020_LOC_Webinar

Certificates for Live Participation Only
In the next 48 hours:
Send your first and last name to kmcg@loc.gov

Please note: Certificates are not automated. You must make a request. 
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