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Curiosity 
Ignites 
Discovery



Moving young 
children from 
arbitrary 
"seeing" to 
deliberate 
"looking” 





Congress, Civic Participation, and Primary Sources Project

Congress, Civic Participation, and 
Primary Sources Project

KidCit izen int roduces a new  way for  
young st udent s t o engage w it h 
hist ory t hrough pr im ary sources.

In KidCitizen episodes, children 
interactively explore Congress and civic 
engagement through historical primary 
sources, and connect what they find with 
their daily lives. 

Supported by a grant from the Library of Congress

www.kidcitizen.net www.muzzylane.com
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Expandable Cross Plat form  App 
for  Elem ent ary grades 

on Congress and Civic Par t icipat ion

KidCitizen provides authentic, age appropriate interaction with 
primary source materials for K-5 children based on strong research 
and pedagogy.

Episodes engage children in exploring civics and government 
concepts through historical sources and connecting what they find 
with their daily lives.

The app is delivered via Muzzy Lane’s Author service, with tools to 
enable development of new episode content by educators.
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KIDCITIZEN PEDAGOGY

Kid Citizen

SEE: With a mentor character, 
children investigate images in 
detail using age appropriate 
techniques and scaffolding.  
They zoom  in, f ind, collect , 
and m at ch image elements.

THINK: While investigating, 
students collect evidence from 
images in their journal, then 
use that to think about what 
they are seeing – what is 
happening, and why?

WONDER: Students use their 
journal to const ruct posters, 
t imelines, or other outputs to 
wonder about connections 
between what they have found 
and their own lives.

KidCitizen draws on pr im ary source analysis st rat egies from the Library of Congress
Teaching w it h Pr im ary Sources program. The app’s episodes capitalize on the active and social 
nature of young children's learning, using primary sources for rich demonstrations, interactions, and 
models of literacy.
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The centerpiece of each episode is a photograph from the Library of Congress that is complemented 
with other primary sources representative of the app’s topic of focus. Images are selected based on 
research into the qualities of artifacts that are developmentally appropriate for early childhood and 
elementary grades. 



Families



“Some families are adults and kids, but some have only two 
people. Some have a girl and a boy, some have two girls, and some 
have two boys. It doesn’t matter if two boys or two girls get 
married. Everybody’s different. If you’re all the same it’s boring.” –
Harrison
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Culturally 
Responsive 

Teaching



Congress, Civic Participation, and Primary Sources Project

Counternarratives to the Rosa Parks Myth
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Literature Connections





2020 Library of Congress Summer Webinars
Rosa Parks: In Her Own Words
https://loc.gov/teachers/professionaldevelopment/webinar/
July 29, 2020
2:00-3:00 pm ET

https://loc.gov/teachers/professionaldevelopment/webinar/


Early Childhood Experiences



“The child shall have the right 
to freedom of expression; this 
right shall include freedom to 
seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas of all 
kinds, regardless of frontiers, 
either orally, in writing or in 
print, in the form of art, or 
through any other media of the 
child's choice” according to 
Article 13 of the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child.
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Recommendations
• Young children have the capacity to use the skills of reasoning and 

inquiry to investigate social studies concepts as they explore how 
people interact in the world. 

• Early childhood and primary grades is a time when the foundations of 
social studies are established, and curricular standards should explicitly 
attend to engaging and developing young children’s capacity for 
citizenship, democratic or civic activity, participation in decision-making, 
as well as critical disciplinary literacies. 

• As teachers set the tone for children’s social studies learning, it is critical 
that curricular and instructional decisions embrace diversity and social 
justice while intentionally contesting bias and inequity. 

• Young children need multiple and varied opportunities to engage in 
social studies inquiry. 

• Early childhood and primary grade educators should receive social 
studies-specific professional development that includes how to teach 
social studies to young learners to cultivate bias-free and 
discrimination-free communities. 
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https://tpsteachersnetwork.org

Join the KidCitizen group!
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Access to the KidCit izen editor is FREE thanks to support from the 
Library of Congress.  The episodes you create are also hosted for 
free on the Author platform.

The KidCit izen Edit or  gives you 
t he  t ools t o easily creat e new  
episodes using pr im ary sources 
you choose.
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www.k idcit izen.net

Visit  k idcit izen.net t o:

• Share episodes with your students

• Get teacher's guides

• Learn more about pedagogy

• Get access to the KidCitizen Editor
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