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Selecting Primary Sources



@TeachingLC

Learning Objectives
Participants will:

• Identify key considerations for selecting 
primary sources

• Practice the selection process by applying 
considerations to a set of primary sources



@TeachingLC

Considerations for Selecting
What factors do you consider when you select 
primary sources for use in your classroom? 



@TeachingLC

Some Considerations
• How will the source fit into my instruction?

o What topic am I teaching?

o When will I be using the source?
(e.g. opening motivation, core instruction, assessment, etc.)

o What skills do I want my students to practice?
(e.g. developing questions, identifying perspective, etc.)



@TeachingLC

Some Considerations
• How will the source fit into my instruction?
• Is the source appropriate for my students?

o Is the source engaging?

o Is the source age or learning-level appropriate?
(e.g. reading level, document length, content etc.)

o Are there difficult topics that I need to consider?



@TeachingLC

Some Considerations
• How will the source fit into my instruction?
• Is the source appropriate for my students?
• Have I considered logistics?

o Can the source be easily read?  Will students be 
able to identify details?

o Are there any rights issues with how I plan to 
use the source?



https://www.loc.gov/item/2004670162/


https://www.loc.gov/item/2004670162/


When might you use this resource?  Why?

https://www.loc.gov/item/2004670162/


What skills could students practice?

https://www.loc.gov/item/2004670162/


What skills could students practice?

https://www.loc.gov/item/2004670162/


What characteristics does this resource have?

https://www.loc.gov/item/2004670162/


Arizona tribune.  May 31, 1963

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84021918/1963-05-31/ed-1/seq-6/


From Rosa Parks papers:

[Reflections on her arrest 
for refusing to surrender 
her bus seat to a white 
passenger, December 1, 
1955]

https://www.loc.gov/resource/mss85943.001810/?sp=27


Thirty Years of Lynching in the United States, 1889–1918.

https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/naacp/pdf/lynching.pdf


When would you use and why?
• Characteristics?
• Students?
• Skills?

https://www.loc.gov/resource/mss85943.001810/?sp=27
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/naacp/pdf/lynching.pdf
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84021918/1963-05-31/ed-1/seq-6/


Arizona tribune.  May 31, 1963

When might you use this resource?  Why?

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84021918/1963-05-31/ed-1/seq-6/


When might you 
use this 
resource?  Why?

https://www.loc.gov/resource/mss85943.001810/?sp=27


When might you use this resource?  Why?

https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/naacp/pdf/lynching.pdf


@TeachingLC

Practice the selection process
• Think about your students:

o What are their abilities?
o When will you use the primary source?
o How will you use it?
o What are other classroom/student considerations?

• Select one item from one of the Primary Source Sets:
o Jim Crow and Segregation
o The NAACP:  A Century in the Fight for Freedom

• Share in the chat:
o Title and hyperlink of one item you would use.
o How you would use it.
o Why you would use it.

https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/civil-rights/
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/naacp/


Jim Crow and Segregation PSS

https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/civil-rights/


Jim Crow and Segregation PSS

https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/civil-rights/


The NAACP: A Century in the Fight for Freedom PSS

https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/naacp/pdf/lynching.pdf


The NAACP: A Century in the Fight for Freedom PSS

https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/naacp/pdf/lynching.pdf
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Identify Key Considerations

As you considered each source for classroom 
use, what key considerations emerged?



@TeachingLC

Please take our survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020_LOC_Webinar

Certificates for Live Participation Only
In the next 48 hours:
Send your first and last name to mapf@loc.gov

Please note: Certificates are not automated. You must email a request. 

Before You Go

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020_LOC_Webinar
mailto:mapf@loc.gov


@TeachingLC

Questions?
• Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov
• Ask a Librarian:  http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/
• Teacher resources: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
• Teacher blog: http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/

 Selecting:  https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/?s=selecting

• Cheryl Lederle: cled@loc.gov
• Mike Apfeldorf:  mapf@loc.gov

http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/?s=selecting
mailto:cled@loc.gov
mailto:mapf@loc.gov


@TeachingLC

Please take our survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020_LOC_Webinar

Certificates for Live Participation Only
In the next 48 hours:
Send your first and last name to mapf@loc.gov

Please note: Certificates are not automated. You must email a request. 

Before You Go

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020_LOC_Webinar
mailto:mapf@loc.gov

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28

