
Analyzing Multiple Perspectives



@TeachingLC

Learning Objectives

Practice strategies for:

• Identifying perspectives within a primary 
source

• Identifying additional perspectives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Identifying perspectives within a primary source; in other words, what perspectives are represented in a primary source.
Identifying additional perspectives; in other words, are there additional perspectives on the topic being studied that we may want to consider as we learn more about it.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before we practice the strategies for identifying multiple perspectives, we will start with a basic primary source analysis to become generally familiar with our primary source.   Note that this basic primary source analysis is itself a foundational skill and while we won’t talk about it or reflect on it in great detail, we do have a webinar recording on that topic that you can review at your convenience.

Next, ask participants to silently observe the item for 30 seconds.  Do not put anything in the chat until we ask you to.

Foundations: Analyzing Primary Sources from the Library of Congress Webinar Recording
https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-9233/
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What do you notice?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Provide the guiding question and ask participants to respond in the chat.  Facilitate a primary source analysis.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Primary Source Analysis, continued
Stay on this screen for 3 minutes, then 1 minute each of the four subsequent slides- Mike




Zoom in:  lower right quadrant

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point out that one way to help students notice details in an image is to zoom in on different parts of the image.  Explain that you have cut this image into 4 approximately equal rectangles and will show them one at a time.  Continue to put your observations in the chat as you notice additional details.



Zoom in: lower left quadrant



Zoom in: upper left quadrant



Zoom in:  upper right quadrant



American Progress, 1873

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Share the bibliographic record as well as the item link (below).�
Ask:  a.) What new information is provided?  b.) do any new questions emerge?

American Progress
https://www.loc.gov/item/97507547/
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Primary Source Analysis

• What do you notice?

• What is the source of this item?  Why does this 
matter? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Source is who created it.  Perspective is point of view.
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Additional Perspectives

Brainstorm a list of different viewpoints related to 
westward expansion.

• Who is involved?

• Who is affected by it? 

• Who might care?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point out that while the painting has a source and represents a certain perspective, there were in fact many different potential perspectives on the topic of Westward Expansion.

To start to identify these perspectives, explain that you are going to model a “Making Thinking Visible” strategy for students from Harvard’s Project Zero called  “Circle of Viewpoints” 

Ask participants to brainstorm in the chat a list of perspectives (points of view) related to “American Progress.”

(Put slide 14 on the screen as participants brainstorm perspectives)





Share in the chat…

Who is
involved?

Who is 
affected?

Who might 
care?

Presenter
Presentation Notes






American 
Progress

Settlers
(train) Settlers

(wagon)

Women 
Settlers

Native 
Americans

African 
Americans

Gold 
ProspectorsFarmers

U.S.
Government

Buffalo

The 
Painter

Circle of Viewpoints

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sample Circle of Viewpoints

After participants share their thoughts in the chat, share ways that students and teachers can represent this thinking.  

Invite teachers to speculate what kind of tools / process they might use for virtual learning.  Mention that in face to face workshops we put a picture of the primary source on the wall with lines branching out from it (like a multi-legged spider).  Here, we have used the PPT “Smart Art” Tool.  But educators can obviously use whatever tools they have appropriate for face to face or remote learning environments.  They key is simply to have a way to represent multiple viewpoints.  Each might represent a different way to view westward expansion…
�Point out that this is an extremely limited, arbitrary group simply meant to illustrate the process or recording student observations.  Any of these circles might be expanded into multiple viewpoints, such as multiple Native American tribes, etc.  Note also that the painter who created the piece is one of many potential perspectives.
�
 �
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Reflect on your teaching

What are the benefits of:

• Identifying perspectives within a primary 
source

• Identifying additional perspectives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reflection on the teaching strategies up to this point.
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Additional Sources

Interview with Bones Hooks, pioneer Negro cowboy

• What 
perspectives are 
shown? 

• What is the 
source of 
additional items?

• How might 
additional items 
add to our 
understanding?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point out that there is value in looking at additional sources as well.  We are going to take a few moments to look at another primary source and think about how it might add to our understanding of perspectives at this time in history.  

Interview with Bones Hooks, pioneer Negro cowboy
https://www.loc.gov/item/wpalh002621/
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What perspectives are shown by this item?

Interview with Bones Hooks, Negro Cowboy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Interview with Bones Hooks, pioneer Negro cowboy
https://www.loc.gov/item/wpalh002621/



What is the source?  Why does it matter?
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How might this excerpt add to our understanding?

Interview with Bones Hooks, Negro Cowboy
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Your turn…
• Explore the Westward Expansion: Encounters at a 

Cultural Crossroads primary source set.
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarys
ourcesets/westward/

• Select one item you would use to help students 
understand multiple perspectives

• Share in the chat:
o Title and hyperlink of the item
o How the item adds to your understanding of 

perspectives during westward expansion.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Westward Expansion: Encounters at a Cultural Crossroads primary source set.
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/westward/

https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/westward/


Westward Expansion: Encounters at a Cultural Crossroads primary source set.



Westward Expansion: Encounters at a Cultural Crossroads primary source set.



Reflect on your teaching

How might you apply these strategies with your 
students?
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Questions?

• Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov
• Ask a Librarian:  http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/
• Teacher resources: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
• Teacher blog: http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/

• Cheryl Lederle: cled@loc.gov
• Mike Apfeldorf:  mapf@loc.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Q and A - Mike�4 minutes (60)

Share resource links and quickly summarize. Invite questions

Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov 
Ask a Librarian:  http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/
Teacher resources: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
Teacher blog: http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/

Webinars 
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/professionaldevelopment/webinar/

Online Office Hours
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/professionaldevelopment/office-hours/




http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/
mailto:cled@loc.gov
mailto:mapf@loc.gov
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