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Transcribing Whitman

Welcome. We’re glad you’re here! Use the chat box to 
introduce yourselves. Let us know:
 Your first name
 Where you’re joining us from
 What you teach



Today’s Agenda
• Introductions
• By the People
• Whitman overview
• Think-aloud demo
• Solo transcribe 
• Q&A
• Wrap Up



Educators for Think Aloud

Dr. Jocelyn A. ChadwickAlfredo Celedón Luján Rebecca Newland



By the People: Library of 
Congress crowdsourced 
transcription
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1. Engage virtual volunteers in 
meaningful opportunities to deeply 
explore and learn from Library of 
Congress collections

2. Enhance discoverability and usability 
of Library of Congress collections 
through the work of volunteers

Program goals



Impact of By the People volunteers
Virtual volunteers transcribe digitized collections (mostly handwritten, but 
some typed) to make them:
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 Keyword searchable on 
loc.gov

 More easily readable by 
people and accessibility 
technologies

 Available for use as data



By the People, crowd.loc.gov

23 campaigns published
24,000+ volunteers registered
300,000+ transcriptions 
completed

Coming in 2021: 
• Whitman, Spanish Legal Documents, 

& Teddy Roosevelt additions
• Lomax Family papers 
• Frederick Law Olmsted papers
• Early Copyright Pages 

https://crowd.loc.gov/


Transcribing 

1. Use “save” to save your progress if you can’t finish. 
2. Use “save” + “submit” if you finish the transcription! 





Where to start? 
1. Instructions!

• Click on one of the get 
started buttons on the 
homepage.

• Or visit “How-To” for 
our welcome guide

2. Register if you want to 
review or track work

3. Find a page to work on





Walt Whitman at the Library of Congress 





Transcribe-aloud 

Dr. Jocelyn A. ChadwickAlfredo Celedón Luján Rebecca Newland



How might you use this activity 
in your instructional plan? 

Share in chat as we discuss! 



Now it’s your 
turn! 

Crowd.loc.gov/walt-
whitman/notebooks-
and-diaries

Links to individual items are in 
the chat box. 

Choose a page and start 
transcribing! You don’t need an 
account to transcribe. 

Transcribe what you see-original 
spelling, punctuation, line 
breaks. 





Thank you! 

Questions? Post them in the chat box!



Next Steps:

 Take our survey 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LOC_NCTE_2021

 Sign up for Teaching Poetry: Poetry 180 with Billy Collins 
June 23, 2021 at 4 ET
https://ncte.org/events/opportunity-library-congress/

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LOC_NCTE_2021
https://ncte.org/events/opportunity-library-congress/

	��
	��
	Today’s Agenda
	Educators for Think Aloud
	Slide Number 5
	Program goals
	Impact of By the People volunteers
	By the People, crowd.loc.gov
	Transcribing 
	Slide Number 10
	Where to start? 
	Slide Number 12
	Walt Whitman at the Library of Congress 
	Slide Number 14
	Transcribe-aloud 
	How might you use this activity in your instructional plan? ��Share in chat as we discuss! 
	Now it’s your turn! 
	Slide Number 18
	��
	��

