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Analyzing Complex Images



@TeachingLC

Notice of recording

This session is being recorded. If you choose 
to participate, any of your comments or 
questions will become part of the Library’s 
collections.



Select Standard



Library of Congress

Welcome. We’re glad you’re here! Use the chat 
box to introduce yourselves. Let us know:

 Your first name
 Where you’re joining us from
 Why you’re here

Please select ALL PANELISTS AND 
ATTENDEES in the to: box.
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Analyzing Complex Images

When analyzing a complex image, how can we 
help students:

• Notice and consider all details within the image?

• Relate those details together for a better 
understanding of the whole?



Item 1
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Respond in the chat:

Q:  What does this diagram represent?

A:  “I think _____________________________,
(claim)

because ___________________________.”     
(evidence)



“I think _____, 
because ___.”     

What does this
diagram
represent?



Item 2
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“I used to think __________________________;
(original claim)

now I think______________________________
(new claim)

because _______________________________.”
(evidence, prior knowledge, and reasoning)

Respond in the chat:



“I used to think ___, 
now I think ______,
because ________.”     

What does this
diagram
represent?



Item 3



@TeachingLC

“I used to think __________________________;
(original claim)

now I think______________________________
(new claim)

because _______________________________.”
(evidence, prior knowledge, and reasoning)

Respond in the chat:



“I used to think ___, 
now I think ______,
because ________.”     

What does this
diagram
represent?
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Create a Headline to Describe the Diagram

If you were to write a headline for this diagram 
that captures what you learned from analyzing 
it, what would the headline be?



Create a headline
If you were to 
write a headline 
for this diagram 
that captures 
what you learned 
from analyzing it, 
what would the 
headline be?
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Other Possibilities for Facilitating Analysis
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Other Possibilities for Facilitating Analysis
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Discussion:  Visible Thinking Routines

• Dividing up the document
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Discussion:  Visible Thinking Routines
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“I used to think...now I think…because…”
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Discussion:  Visible Thinking Routines

• Dividing up the document

• Sentence Stem:        “I think…because…”

“I used to think...now I think…because…”

• Headlines



Extending Student Thinking

https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/understanding-the-cosmos-changing-models-of-the-solar-system-and-the-universe/


What do 
you notice?



Copernicus Sun
Centered View of
the Cosmos, 1543

What do 
you notice?



What can we learn 
by comparing 
multiple sources?
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Additional Connections
What additional connections can you make?

• Science?

• Social Studies/History?

• English Language Arts?

• Other?
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Discussion:  Your Students
How might you use these strategies with your 
students, either in person or remotely?

• Dividing up the document

• Sentence Stem

• Headlines

• Connecting to other sources



https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/?fa=partof_type:primary+source+set
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Please take our survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021_LOC_Webinar

Check your email for certification
• For participants who attended entire session live.
• Allow 48 hours for the email.

Before You Go

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021_LOC_Webinar


@TeachingLC

Questions?
• Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov
• Ask a Librarian: https://ask.loc.gov/
• Teacher resources: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
• Teacher blog: http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/

Primary Source Analysis:  
http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2020/04/core-strategies-for-
working-with-primary-sources-primary-source-analysis/

• Cheryl Lederle: cled@loc.gov
• Mike Apfeldorf:  mapf@loc.gov

http://www.loc.gov/
https://ask.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/
http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2020/04/core-strategies-for-working-with-primary-sources-primary-source-analysis/
mailto:cled@loc.gov
mailto:mapf@loc.gov
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Please take our survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021_LOC_Webinar

Check your email for certification
• For participants who attended entire session live.
• Allow 48 hours for the email.

Before You Go

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021_LOC_Webinar
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