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Notice of Recording

This session is being recorded. If you choose 

to participate, any of your comments or 

questions will become part of the Library’s 

collections.



Zoom: optimize your view
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Zoom: introduce yourself in the chat

Please share: 

 Your first name

 Where you’re joining us from

 Why you’re here

Please select ALL PANELISTS 

AND ATTENDEES in the to: box.
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Objectives

• Practice information literacy skills with historical 

documents

• Reflect on applications to participants’ teaching 

settings.
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Information Literacy Focus Questions

• What do I already believe?  (personal reflection)

• Who is behind the information?  (sourcing)

• What was happening at the time? (contextualization)

• What claims are being made?  What evidence is offered? 

(close reading)

• What do other sources say? (corroboration)

Adapted from Stanford History Education Group
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• What do I believe or know about this topic?

• How have I been personally affected by it?

• Where do my ideas come from?

What are your thoughts on the topic of 

immigration? (personal reflection)
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• Why is it important to help students identify their 

thoughts on a topic? 

• And where their ideas come from?

Think about your students (personal 

reflection)
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Immigration Figures for 1903
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What do you know about immigration in 

the early 20th century? 

(contextualization)



Where can you go to get more context?

https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/united-states-history-primary-source-timeline/progressive-era-to-new-era-1900-1929/immigrants-in-progressive-era/


“In the decades following the Civil War, the United 

States emerged as an industrial giant…The labor 

force that made industrialization possible was made 
up of millions of newly arrived immigrants…”
Rise of Industrial America: 1876-1900

“Unlike earlier immigrants, the majority of the 

newcomers after 1900 came from non-English 

speaking European countries…quite different in 

culture and language from the United States, and 

many immigrants had difficulty adjusting to life here. 

At the same time, the United States had difficulty 

absorbing the immigrants.”
Immigrants in the Progressive Era: 1900-1929





Testing



Testing



Testing

What claims 

are being 

made?

What evidence 

is provided to 

support those 

claims?

(close reading)



[T]he great proportion of immigration has come as usual 

from the less desirable races of Southern and Eastern 

Europe, and there has been a considerable influx of 

illiterate Japanese. 

Williams, Commissioner at New York, says in his report: 

“[Immigration laws] do not reach a large body of 

immigrants who…are yet generally undesirable, because 

unintelligent, of low vitality, of poor physique, able to 

perform only the cheapest kind of manual labor…

“by their competition tending to reduce the standard of 

living of the American wageworker, and unfitted mentally 

or morally for good citizenship.” (p. 2)
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Where does information come from?  

(sourcing)
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Information Literacy Focus Questions

• What do I already believe?  (personal reflection)

• Who is behind the information?  (sourcing)

• What was happening at the time? (contextualization)

• What claims are being made?  What evidence is 

offered? (close reading)

• What do other sources say? (corroboration)
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Searching for additional information from the 

Library’s collections might:

• Corroborate facts

• Present different perspectives

• Identify larger contexts or related issues

• What more?

What do other sources say?
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Read and evaluate
Lewiston evening teller. [Idaho], Dec. 31, 1903

Source

Context

Claims/

Evidence
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Pause to think

Revisit your earlier reflection.

How might your previously stated 

views on immigration have affected 

your reading of these documents? 



@TeachingLC

Searching for additional information from the 

Library’s collections might:

• Corroborate facts

• Present different perspectives

• Identify larger contexts or related issues

• What more?

What do other sources say?



Related Resources

https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/immigration-challenges-for-new-americans/
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Related Resources

https://loc.gov/search/?q=Immigration&st=gallery


Related Resources



Related Resources
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Think about your students

• What do I already believe?  (personal reflection)

• Who is behind the information?  (sourcing)

• What was happening at the time? (contextualization)

• What claims are being made?  What evidence is 

offered? (close reading)

• What do other sources say? (corroboration)
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Please take our survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021_LOC_Webinar

Check your email for certification
• For participants who attended entire session live.

• Allow 48 hours for the email.

Before You Go

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021_LOC_Webinar
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Questions?

• Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov

• Ask a Librarian:  http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/

• Teacher resources: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/

• Teacher blog: http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/

• Stacie Moats: smoats@loc.gov

• Mike Apfeldorf:  mapf@loc.gov

http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/
mailto:smoats@loc.gov
mailto:mapf@loc.gov
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Please take our survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021_LOC_Webinar

Check your email for certification
• For participants who attended entire session live.

• Allow 48 hours for the email.

Before You Go

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021_LOC_Webinar

