
The webinar will start at 7PM ET.
Welcome!

While you wait, check out this promo clip for the National Book Festival:
instagram.com/p/CEeWeLYgz8C

https://www.instagram.com/p/CEeWeLYgz8C/


The National Book Festival for Educators: 
Twenty Years in the Making



Use the chatbox to introduce yourselves. Let us know:

 Your first name
 Where you’re joining us from
 Grade level and subject(s) you teach

Welcome! We’re glad you’re here!



 Founded in 1800, it is the oldest federal cultural 
institution in the U.S.

 Mission: “Engage, inspire, and inform Congress 
and the American people with a universal and 
enduring source of knowledge and creativity.”

 We collect more than just books! (Think: 
manuscripts, maps, audio recordings, films, 

prints, photographs, and more!)

 Main location in Washington, D.C., but we also 
have facilities in MD, VA, and various locations 

internationally.

What Is the Library of Congress?

https://www.loc.gov/item/2011630753/


 Houses over 170 million items. (And more 
than 35 million in digital collections!)

 Contains over 830 miles of bookshelves. 

 Has 470 languages represented in its 
collections.

 Home to the U.S. Copyright Office, the 
Congressional Research Service, the Law 

Library of Congress, and the National 
Library for the Blind and Print Disabled.

Did you know? The Library of Congress…



https://www.loc.gov/


Complete the Following Sentence Stem:

I am ______________ about the National Book

Festival because ____________________________.



• September 25-27, 2020

• Online and interactive, featuring over 120 authors

• Free to attend, but registration is required. Starting September 17, register via 
www.loc.gov/bookfest.

• The festival will offer live event platforms and on-demand videos featuring 
authors.

• Participants can ask authors questions via a moderated Q&A system. 

“Celebrating American Ingenuity”

http://www.loc.gov/bookfest


• On-demand videos for the children and teens stages will be available online on 
Friday, September 25 at 9 AM. This includes two hour-long specials featuring all 
the children’s authors (hosted by Jon Scieszka) and all the teen authors (hosted by 
Jason Reynolds). 

• Content for the other stages will be published on Saturday, September 26 at 9 AM.

• Interactive information “booths” will showcase resources and projects related to 
the Library of Congress, affiliates, and some NBF sponsors.

“Celebrating American Ingenuity”





loc.gov/bookfest

https://www.loc.gov/bookfest
























At this year’s National Book Festival, each author talks about the 
idea of “American Ingenuity.”

What does “American Ingenuity” mean to you?

Let us know in the chatbox!



• Each author talks about the idea of “American Ingenuity.” Encourage students to ask 
themselves what “American Ingenuity” means to them. Then, invite them to select 1-2 
authors to listen to, and think about how they define “American ingenuity.” How do your 
students’ definitions compare to those of the authors they chose?

• What issues matter most to your students? Which perspectives, ideas, or people do they 
wish they could learn more about? Invite students to choose a Timely Topic Thread 
(Democracy, Fearless Women, or Hearing Black Voices) to explore.

Possible Activity Ideas



• We are getting a peek into the home lives and work spaces of authors. As the authors are 
speaking, ask students to consider what these authors surround themselves with as 
they work, and why?

• Each state Center for the Book has chosen a book to represent its state. Invite students to 
find their state’s suggested book (read.gov/greatreads). Ask them which book they 
would pick to represent their state.

• Share any other ideas you have in the chatbox!

More Activity Ideas

http://read.gov/greatreads/


"Discover Great Places Through Reading“: read.gov/greatreads

http://read.gov/greatreads/


• Registration information
• Details on any additional programming
• NBF-themed merchandise

www.loc.gov/bookfest

Tip: Check NBF website for information and updates on:

http://www.loc.gov/bookfest


NBF Poster Gallery: 
loc.gov/programs/national-book-festival/about-this-program/poster-gallery

https://loc.gov/programs/national-book-festival/about-this-program/poster-gallery/





“The Library of Congress National Book Festival: Celebrating American Ingenuity” 
(PBS special airing Sunday, September 27, 6-8 PM ET/PT)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=czH9DgQNf6o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=czH9DgQNf6o


https://www.instagram.com/p/CEeWeLYgz8C/



• Please take our survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020_LOC_Webinar

• Certificates for Live Participation Only
Email: mapf@loc.gov

Before You Go

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020_LOC_Webinar
mailto:kmcg@loc.gov


Thank you! 

Questions? Comments? 
Ideas to share? Post them in 

the chatbox!
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