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Mr. President and Fellow- Citizens of the City of

New Fork: The facts with which T shall deal
this evening are malnly old and familiar: nor is
thereanything new in the general use I shall make
of them. If thers shall be woy novelty, it will
be in the mode of presenting the facts, and the
inferences and: ohservations following that pre-

septation. In his gpeech last autumn, at Colum- |

bug, Obis, as reported in the New Tork Timer,
Benator Douglag eald :

Our athare, whan they framed the Governmeant under
wihbch we live, anderstood this questan fost a8 well, and
ewed badber, than we do pow."*

I fully endorse this, and T adopt it 23 & text
for this discourse.
trecpuse it fornishes a precise sod agreed start-
ing-point for & discnssion between Republicans
aod that wing of the Demoeracy headed by Sen-
stor Douglas, Tt eimply leaves the inguiry, What
wan the anderstanding those fathers had of the
question mentiomed ! What is the frame of gov-

ernment under which we live? The answer!

must be, the Constitution of the United Htates.
That OConstitation congists of the original,

framed in 1787, {and woder which the present

Governtent first went ints oparation,) and
twelrs subsequently-framed amendmants, the
first ten of which were framed in 1789,
were our fathers that framed the Constitotion T
I suppose the “ihirty-vioe” who signed the

original instrument may he fairly called ogur

fathers who framed that part of the pregent Fov-
ernment, 1t is almoat exactly irue to say they

framed it, and it is altogether troe to say they |
fairly represented the opinion and sentiment of
Their names, being

the whols nation at that time.
familiar to nearly all, snd accessible to quite all,
netd not now be repesiad. I iake thess U thirty=
mine,” for the present, as being % our fathers who
framed the Government under which we Hve

Who !

What In the question which, according to the
text, those fathers noderstood just as well, and
even better, than we do now 7 It §a this: Doeg
the praper division of local from Federal anthar-
ity, or anytbing in the Congtitution, forbid gur
Federal Government to control as to slavery inv
oar Federal Tarpitoriea? Upen this, Dougisa
holds the affirmative, and Republicans the neg-
ative, This affirmativa and denial form an iasue ;
and this isame, this question, is precisely what
the text declares onr fathers understood better
than we. [Cheers.] Let s now inquire whether i
the *thirty-nine™ or any of them, ever acted

rtpon this question ; and it they did, how they
{Applaugs.] 1 sb adopt it

actad opon it—how they expressed that better
undergtanding. In 1784, three years before the
Congtitution, the Tnlted States then owning the
Narthwestern Territory, and no other, the Con-
greai of the Confederation had before them the
fquestion of prohibiting slavery in that Territory ;
end four of the thirty-nine” who' afterwards -
framed the Constitution were in that Congreas,
and woted on that question. Of thess, Hoger
Bherman, Thomas Miffin, and Hugh Williamson,
voted for the probibition—thug showing that, in
their upderstanding, no line=diriding local from
Federal authority, nor anything elas, properly
farbade the Pederal Government to control as tp
slavery in Faderal territory. The other of the
four, Jameas McHeary, voted againgt the prohibi-
tion—showing that, i‘m Some cause, he thooght
it improper to vote for it. In 1787, still. before
the Odnatitution, but while the Convention waa
in session framing it, and while the Northweatern
Territory still waa the only Territory owned by
the United States, the esme question of prohib-
iting alsvery in the Territory again camas befors
the Congress of the Confederation; and thres
more of the * thirty-nine ” who afterwards eigned
the Constitution were in that Congress, and voted . *
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