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Charleston,i.C. LIFE HISTOKRY

%AMI L BROCN, LIfH SLN

1t was & tright sunny morning out of doors. Tho
city was basiking in & werm mid-winter sun, but inside the
1itile brown house on iotson Street there was gloom and
despulre. It was the home of samie Irown, and temle had
lost her jol.

7ou would newer guees, judging from her appeerance,
thiat she is & wo an of considerable talent &nd education,
a capeblc echonl teacher,librarian,soamstress and mother.
But sle ie ¢ll of thess, rnd moTo.

Jazie is tuller then the average woman and inclined
to plumpness. She has thigl lips,a trond nose, coffae
colcred skin and straight, «iry hair -« e true negro type.
the dresscs rieatly and in cood tustoe

teedle wme oorn on tmith Stroot forty yeuers ago.
iler rethor was & trickmeson and hor mother was a goamstrosse
They hLec worked and savod, and in 1903, when ‘amie was four
years old, they were able to buy tho home on Hobson Streot
in which tney still live end which they shere with the
wisowed .umie and Lier two daughterse It is a two-storlied
frame house peinted brown, snd is the most substantial one
on trc street = = short throushrere off the iighway near

the edre of the city.
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There are no trees or flower gardens on this un-
paved street that borders the section of the city known
as Fiddlers Oreen, & section which ends in the marshes
of the Ashley River nearby. The square plot by the
side of the house, which might heave been & garden, is
paved with cement. A roof has been erected over it to
provide shelter for an automobile. This was during
better times. In true Southern style broad porches
follow the L shape of the house, the lower floor of
which is occuplied by Memile,while her parents live on
the upper story.

Memieds father, Samuel, vas seventy years old
on Thanksgiving Day. He 1s slight and erect and wears
his years lightly. He 1is still able to do an occesion-
al days work. His wife, Henrletts, has long since given up
sewing. Their chlef concern is the welfere of Mamie and
her family, and keeping the taxes paid on the home,now
that lamie is no longer able to pay any rent.

hen Kemie was a child she attended the publiec
schools, Simonton and Burke, respectively, and wompleted
the fifth grade. She went from there to the Avery Institute,
a junior college, where she finished the Mormal Course.
nfter receiving her diploma she obteined a position teach=
ing school. She gave up teaching when she got merried.

That was in 1924. Her husband, :illism,had a good position
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as assistant cashier at the Mutual Bank end was able to
provide for his wife. After they were married they con-
tinued to live in her purentﬁ home .

The family circle was complete when Kamie bewame
the mother of two deughters,born five years apart. It
was 2 united and happy little group. They were able teo
study and enjoy the thirgs they liked best: redioc proe
grems, and reading. liamie loved to do fine hand work
in her spare time, especially in the evenings, with
her family grouped about her., She and her husband read
the classice, Dickens,Scott, Thackeray, while her
nimble fingers worked swiftly on delicate fabriocs or
ecrocneted meny useful articles. Samples of Mamie's
afghans, bedspreads and hemstitching have been shown
on many occasions, &nd her work was in great domand
for church bazs.rs at one time. Thelir lives seemed to
be quite complete. They were, abave the average intel-
lectually, &nd they wers very ambitious for their daughters.

The rooms occupied by Memie are quite comfortably
furnished, with rugs, curtains and furniture of better
taste tharn is ususl in the homes of the colored people.
There is = ﬁiano in the perloar, a radio in the dining-
room, and the apertment is heated by a large circulating
oil-burning heater. There are bulit-in bookeaees filled
with books, many books. One of these in the dining=-room
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contains a complete set of Punk and .agnall's Standard
Encyeclopedis. A goldfish bowl stands in &he corner

near a window, filled with minute tropical fish. The
house is lighted with electriocity and equipped with
modern plumbing. iuverything looks well cared for.

sut this kind of 1life was destdned. te. end. Pour
years ago, in 1935, Mamie's husband, william, died of
3rights Diseasc, following & lingering illness, anad
samie had to readjust her 1life to the new circumstances.
£t the time, :thel, the older daughter, was eight years
old, esnd her sister Viols, was three. Since then it has
been rough traveling for Mamie and her aging parents.

The first thing that kamie did after realiaing
that it vould bo necessary for her to support her family,
wes to have her teacher's certificate renewed. She
applied for & position in one of the city schoole, but
unfortunetely, in such a crowded field her chances were
not so good, and samlie was urable to find & place.

It wes discouraging, but she kept on trying, with-
out results. Then she applied to the .. P 4 and was
forturate enough, after being certified for relief, to
be given work in a library in one of the largest colored
schools in the city. MNothing could have suited her better,
for it gave her an opportunity to use her imagination, and

she did outstanding work.
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It was not long before Mamie made the library live
becsuse of the intense interest which she took in her work.
Her posbers were artistic and unusually interesting, and
her book reviews were worded in exeellent knglish,showing
real thought and much research. ihile there were a great
many books in the -1ibrary of this school, they had never
been organized or classified, and it was entirely through
¥amie's hard work that the library hrecare an outstanding
unit of the school.

Mamie held story-telling hours and soon the children
wore flocking to the library to hesr her stories,for Manie
had the knack of making her charsctera live. And more and
more the library was used for research work, for the pupils
soon found out that she was a storehouse of information,
and nevar failed to give whatever help was needod,

It war only natural that soon,she was reised from
the intermediate to the skilled rating, and the school
board promised that, when the P4 program ended, mMamie
would continue to be emnloyed by the inatitution.

The outlook was bright indeed, and Kamie was very
hapry and contented in her work. .thel and Viola, now
twelve and seven years of age,respectively, were doing
wall in school. kthel was finishing the eight grade and

hzd been on the honor roll every month. She was planning,
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definitely, to become one of three things, & nurse, &
pharmacist or a doetor, but her desire to become a doce
tor was strongest. .ith careful planning it was possible,
on Mamie's pay to make ends mest and to even pay her
parents rert to help out with the taxes. Namie was plun-
ning for the future.

iamie was not prepared for the blow when it fell.
.ithout warning, she wae released from the :PA, and her
veloved library work wes over. / new ruling was made re=-
leaging 81l women over sixty-five years of age, or with
children under sixteen yours of age, from the ..PA rolls.
These women were eligible for Social Security benefits.

vamic's case was investigeted after she had made
her applicution for the benefits, but she was notified,
thet, as she was a healthy woman able to work, she was
not entitled to Social Seetrity. In any casc, the state
was not prenarcd to take on this extra burden, she was
told. o sumie's spirits were very low. There whs some
gonsolation in a letter received from the .elfare Depart-
ment steting that they were going to reinvestigsate her
case, but meanwhile something hsd to be done,for Mamle
hsd not been ahle to save anything, and it was imperative
that she find work immediztely.

~#rain, faced with the problem of providing for hLer
family, she rernewed her offorts to get & teacher's position,

and did succeed in finding & small job teaching,arts and
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crafte from 420 until 7 o'clock uvery arturnqon in one
of the schools. But the pay was 80 small that she was
unable to provide sufficient food for herself and the
children, much less help hor father with the taxes, as
she had been doing.

Perhaps the most @€ifficult thing for Hamie to
understand was thet another library worker was put in her
place by the .Pi, thus killing her chanece of being taken
on by the school board. as long as they could get a
librarian paid by the government, threy would not employ
anyone. The thought of another cerryirg on the work
which she had begun wes hard to bear.

It was with teare in her oyes that Hamie told of
her fear that her children were getting an "inferiority
complex” because of the conditisns under which they now
have to live. And she believes this tooe. The strsin is
telling on her visably.

Fortunetely the hexlth of the family has beon good,
but it i1e not possible to have a balanced diet,heat in the
house, or clothing on the fifty cents a day that iiamie 1is
now earninges ohe cannot even buy the materiels necessary
to complete some of her partly finished handwork and cro-
chet pieces, she hopes to sell. ..nd she is dishesartened
by the knowledge that, when the schools closc &t the end

of the sum-er term, her pey will cease.
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There is very l1little that the ehildren can do to
asgizt. .very sundey, :£trel, the oldsr daughter, earns
twenty fives certs for playing the hymns at the 3Sunday
Hehool, but she i1a still too younrt to earn anough to
really help, and kamie has besun to believe that her
chances to study to become either a nurse,s pharmecist
or a doctor are very slim. Viola hes not mede any plans
for the future as ghe 1s only ir the seeond grade in
echool.8he 1g too young to reelirze what has happened,
and she does not know why her mother weeps 80 much and
is 80 filled with aor-ow.

3ut there is a bright side to “amie's trouble.
If she can hold on & while logger, she mey be given a
permenant position teachinz agein in one of the publie
schools, ste Talieves.

{he 1s still tryirg to find the molution to her
proclems &nd live up to her ideasof a ~ood 1life,” to be
an active memusr of the church and »f some service to
the 8ommunity, the says: I want to have a family life

that #i1ll te an example to othersi”
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