ORI A

TAE Or icknrn. . Ebdpa B, Peavson...... b0Tss. . 108, K. 18. So. .Sioux

---------------

. ieme and adiress of informunt 4411 H, Berger, Dakota City RFD
Ze Date and time of interview November 21, 1928 7 P X

3 Placc of interview At his home

by deme and address of person, if any, who i vou in touch with
$nformant urs. George :. (Ida) Bates, Dakots City RFD
Oe lome and address of person, If any, ascosrunying you

lrs. Beuleh MoCutehen, 123 » 22 St., So Sioux

6. Deserintion of room, housc, surrounciags, otc.

A very nice farm home, the house, white, and the
outbuildings are very nicely kept up. The rooms
ere large asnd airy.

FORM

I

Personal Listory of Informaut

VALE OF voixps,.Sd8e B Pearson avpress, 298 E 18 So Sioux

parp,  November 21, 1938 Interview No. 23

........... A AT 1119 2/ AP gt P
u

HALE AUD AD:RESS CF 1FORIALT, Vet Berger, Dekota City, R F D

..............

l. Ancestry Fether, August Frederidk Berger
Mo ther, Luoy Ann Murdiok Berger
2. Flace zad date of hirth Borm im Dakota County in 1856

3.  Family Four boys and thred girls
County

4. Place lived in, with dates Dekota fk&x all his life

5. Lducation, with dates Dakota louniy Jouatry Sshool, as fer as
Zighth Grede end took hign school work in
Bookkeeping snd other subiects

Ge Cccupations and accomplishments, with dates
Farper and County Assessor

T Special skills and interests
Very good farmer and bas been active in boy
scout work,

8a Cormunity and religious activities
‘led beer wmember of Lutkeran Church but leter
Jolned Wethodist Church in Dakota City

e Description of informant
irs 3erger ls rether tall =nd rather thin,
blue eyes, gruy heir, pleassant to talik with

) ' L . and anxious to tsll whet he ocan.

10. Other points gained in AWGUWti®'year ago Mr. Berger fell oif = pay
stack and broke his tack; was in bed in a
cest about six months and still wears &
steel cast. Is very nice eprearing.
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reril €

Text of Interview (Unedited)

NA<E OF %ORKER .2d0a B Pearson = ,ppxaug: 196,119 5o Sloux, ... ..,

DATE __Noveuber 21, 1938 sUBJuicT ..interview No. 23
e A " " -

NAME AND ADDRESS OF INFOKMANT . 111 Berger, Dekota City, R, €. D. ,

Ir 1856 my father came to thie country from Germeny; he wgs
s8lx weeks crossing tlie ocesn. iic stopped in New York about a yeer and
a hslf, then got the western fever end came as fer as Chicago, ond
leter wound ur in Dubugue. There he met my mother and they were mer-
ried in 1857. He them came on w Sioux City where he put in the winter
of 1858 working et his trsde of shoe meker. In 1859 he ceme to Dakota
County and homestsaded in Owadi precinct, on the plece now known as the
old Rymill placs.

He gsve up his howestead end enlisted in Comneny I, in 1862
and went nortii to help taxe car¢ of tne indians who perretrated the
Minnesota 'sssacre. :hsn he was austered out of the erny in the fell
of 186% or 1864 ne bought this quarter seotion in Townships 24 end 25,
Ranga 8, and &C ecres ecjoining. Frow then on he 1ived or the farm
and worked at Lis trade scne in the vinter tim®, mseking shoes for the
family and the neighbors.

My folks moved to Lcier in about 1905 znd 1ived there until
1908 when they nioved to Ihillipsburg, XKensas, wnere my father died
October 27, 1910, Te wes burled in Tsylor cenetery, near Eomer.

They case across the state of Iows in an 0ld spring wagon
hitched to one horse; it toock thom elmost ialf the suswer tof gst
across ihe state as there were no roeds erd no tilinsz, end the state
of ilowag was just one big swaup. There w.ere several famllies in the
caraven; they landed in Sioux City.

My rather's homestead joinad the nortn line of the ~innebago
reservation.

It seemed as though they hsd one herdship after another for
years.

108 years 1872, 1373 snd 1874 were the gresshopper years;
1874 being the bad year. 9he grasshoppers cawe so thick. We were
harvesting the oats and they had just saxaxhaskxtaxthaxfieidxatsexy
2% a nerrow strip, about an acre, to thresh after dinner. 4hen
they came back to the field after dinner the stalks were stripoed.
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FORM C
Text of Interview (Unedited)

NAME OF WORKER Bdne B Pearson = ,;npggg ,108 E 18 South Sioux

RO I R OO ser0cs e

paTE November 21, 1938 ogipyEcT .. I0WeTView No. 23 ...

+H
NAME AND ADDRESS OF INPORMANT ¥$1}.Be¢reer,.Pefode.City, B¥D........

They would come over in great clouds. That wes the worst I
ever sew. They would teke everything except sugar cene. O0f course
the fields at that time were very smell; thet wes the reason they could
olean up a field go readily.

The winter of 1880 end spring of 1881 was the hardest winter
.that was experienced in Dekota County. Snow came on October l4th, 1880
and steyed on the ground until the next May. We didn't gtert to sow
wheat until ¥ay 5th; the corn wes left in the fields a1l winter, under
three feet of sncw, es the sncw cemeé so early, before we haed done our
husking. We husked corn the next ppring end rut in the next crop of
corr right away; finighed planting corn the 13th cf June, 1881.

From 1880 to 1890 wes not eesy sledding. In the early 70's end
until sbout 1880 they used to hsul surplus grsin to Winrebsgo end sell
it to the government and it wes issued to the Indiens. Winmebago was
our main market beceuse we could get more there then &any other plece.

Feople would sit up nights or the lookout for tke Indiszns but
they never harmed anyone around here. They would go past, fifty or a
hundred, going back and forth visiting, from the Sioux end ¥Wisconsins
to the Winnebegoes and Omahas; a caravan would go back the next year,
returning those visits.

The early settlers used to have the Indian men work on the
flarms, binding grein and doing such work. In 1877 or 1878 the St. Cyr
boys and en Indian by the name of Crow used to bind wheast here and
shock it and help stack end pess bundles. They were nice boye and
good help.

The spring of 1881 was the high water year, following that
hard winter. Wwe had a thaw in April for a couple :f weeks of warm
weather whioch toock part of the three feet of snow they had had ell
winter, then following the thaw they had a fall of asbout two feet
more of snow on top of that; then all went off, with about four feet
of ice in the river bresking vy, &nd then we did have water. From
about three quarters of a mile west of ms, west to the hills, was a

801id mass of water.
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FORK C
Toxt of Interview (Unedited)

NAME OF WORKER ¥40p B Peerson.... aopress 198,B.18 South Sjeus......
pate . November 21, 1938 . . gsupsecT .. Interview mo 23 .

Sevtevece -

NAME AND ADDRESS OF INFORMANT %411 Berger, Dekote City, FPFD . . .

1 have dug wells in s pumber of pleces in the bottom, end
from about nine to ten feet below the top of the ground it shows that
they had had & dense growth of vegetetion, end I have teken out roots:
that would be in & sort of nreservation, and when they would be exposed
to the air a while would crumble. Thet shows that there hed been a
glacier over this part of the country. And there surely had been a
.big fire in ancient dsys because there is a strate of ashes and I hcve
taken out charred pieces of trees over a foot long. There isn't a
question in my mind that this bottom, from hill tc hill, has been run
over by the Missouri river et some time.

The lest real blizzard was in 1868, Janusry 12th. “e had lots
of storms since then but #othing outatending. I was out in thet bliz-
zard from 3:30 until derk. I wes south of here; drove up to a steck
of hay; looked to the northwest and etout two hundred yards away the
snow was rolling up, end when it hit it wes black.

In 1894 1t was exosptionally dry; thst yeer corn wass practically
a failure all over the country; oats wes so short it couldn't be stacked;
prices weren't very good. In 1896 we had ten cent corn; from that on
until 1898 had pretty elow sledding; prices were poor. In 1898 things
began to look up; prices begsn to sdvence, and from that tins until
1914, up until the Wer, times were the best this gountry ever saw.

My father peid $500.70 for the first quarter sestion that he
bougut; he got 80 acres on the bottom and 80 aores in the hills. In
1875-76 lend had edveanced to about $10.00 an acre. The homesteaders
thought that was getting too high priced for them and there were a
largs number of the old settlers who sold out for £9.00 to $10.00 an
acre and wmoved west where they could get cheaper land. In 1893 land
had orewled up to 440.00 end acre. Then it didn't advazoce very much
until after 1899, and from 1899 to 1910 1t had advanced to 3100.00 an
aere. Then, during the World War the prices had advanced to $250.00
and §$300.00 an acre.

My father and mother hed twelve ohildren. I started to school
on this plece. My unecle ownsd this ferm end he dldn't need all of
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FORM C
Text of torview nedjted

NAME OF WORKER ...r3%8 B Pearson i prEgs .108 % 18 South sioux

DATE ,,.. Noyember 21,1938 ., sBJECT ..Intervies No. 23

DRI ses et

A
FAME AND ADDRESS OF INFORuaNT "ill Berger, Dekots City, RFD |

this house so they hed schoocl here about two years. In 1870-
71-72 they built the Hilemen school. I have welked three miles to
sehool, from the 0ld home plece to the Baird School.

The regson my fether and mother left their old homestead was
this: They were robdbbed of practiecelly all their belongings; they had
whet money they hed in e trumk snd even the trunk was tckem shile they
were away from bome. Then father ceme to Sioux City, and when he went
nortih with Compeny I he moved the folks to Dakote City, where they
stayed for two years.

They went through a number of preirie fires. Once when they
were threshing on the west side of this plece, inf the fall of 1874
or 1875, the seperator burned. When they came in to supper father told
the rest of the mon he was going home. They laughed at him but he said
"You see that fire near Jackson?" end by the time the men had thelr
supper eaten tney couldn't get the ghreshing machine away om account of
the fire, and it burned. Tne grass was so high the fire swept aoross
the bottom and cleansd up everything. “e hsd a fire @ard burned on
the west side of our place and wers out watching to see that it dian't
get aoross to our house. It jumned Omshe creek ss though it wasn't
there.

¥e had rail fences those days, and thet meent real labor.

‘hen I was ebout seven jears old, 1in 1873, my unole hired me
to oiop in sod corn. I would teke a hastchet and chop & hole in the
sod and put in a few kernels of corn; would chop holes snd plent corn
every couple of feet. When they were breaking the ground they would
break with five yoke of oxen on a 24 inch breaking plow. 4ll work was
done with oxen.

They out grein with a cradle, which wes a scythe with several
long curved teeth; and they would raks it with small rekes with wooden
teeth; I have seen men take a stick that had nice prongs and whittle it
out for a hay fork. I have gseen them thresh by putting the graim on
the ground and have a horss walk on it in o circle; them hold it up
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FORM C

Toxt of Interview (Unedited

Edna B Pearson 108 E 18 So 8Soux

NAME OF WORKER ,>dna B Pearson =, nppgsg 108 E 18 So Soux
DATE ,.. Noyember 81, 1938 ~  syssEcT ..loterview No. 23
NAME AKD ADDRESS OF INFORMANT 3+11 Berger, Dakota City, RFD

by hand end let the wind blow the chaff away. I have algso seen them
thresh with a flail. A flail was made by fastening two pieces of board
about five feet long, together with a strap or piece of heavy leather,
and snaping the one end so the men could hold it with their hends. Then
they would beat the zrain with the other end of the flell.

The winter of 1869-1870 a large number of Texas cattle were
- sent up here; the government was transporting them by foot; they were
driving tbem; there was less than 25 per cent went through the winter.
About 75 per cent froze to deeth. I have seen four qr five stend in e
bunch and freeze.

when I was little there wasn't any ochurch; what chupch they
hed was in tke school house. This wes e Luthersn comamunity and they
had church in the schcol house until the Salem Luthersn Church was
bullt,

The young peorle had their literary socleties end they were
quite a bit for dencing. ‘They denced ell square dances end the sohot-
tisch. One of the 0ld dances was the Heel and Toe Polka. We hsd a
literary society every winter, regular. It would start in the fall
and lested until about the middle of Msrch, snd would then disband.

We had debates one ¥ridey might and gcod program the next.

Fether used to drive to Ponca to mill; one of the first mills
Wes et Ponca, Stow Brothers, and I think %b gyres was interested in it
leter. later the Wsllways had & mill at Jackson; then we didn't have
to g0 80 far. Then there was the Oakes mill and the Sam Combs mill.
¥® would teke our wheat to the mill and e ither exchange it for flour
or had it ground into flour and naid so amuch for heving it ground.

Those were the deys when oeople were more sosisbls.
From eabout 1880 to 1900 there were sbout twenty yeers that
the "Bottom Disease"” was ewful bad; just hundreds of horses died on

the dissouri river bottom; they never found a oure for it. They
said it was ceused by the horses eating the rattlebox, a plent whieh
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FORM C
Text of Interview (Unedited

NAME OF WORKER ,50na B Pearson = o;¢pgg 108 B 18 8o Sioux .

Novembar 21, 1938 SUBJTEGT ...Intervic' No. 22

DAm LI IR B R I R L B I R B B .. LR N R B B B B A B Y )
#

NAME AND ADDRESS OF INFORMANT . 1.1l Berger, Dakote City, Nebresks FFD

grew in the grass on the river vottom and which bore a asmall pod con-
‘taining the poisonous sceds. It seexed that that rettlebox didmn't
hurt mules.

I rode on the first reilroed trailn thet was pulled ivn the
county. That was about in 1875. They were about two miles out of
Covington with it, and took us for e ride or the train. The reil-
road at Covington was a narrow geasge. /ind I crossed the combination
bridge free the first dey it was cpen.

#¢ heve crossed the . issourl rivsr on the ferry boet, the
*Undine”; paid $1.00 fcr e teax and 25 cents for foot pessengers.

Capt. Dick Tekbot graded from Tovington to the Meallister
place, egbcut a mile west of Dekote Dity; greded to within about hslf
a mile of thse bluffs at the old C'Connor plece neer Homer. If he
could have bought a right-of-way for the lenrnd, instead of trying to
use the puvlic roesd way, he could have put through his railroad snd
have mede goxe money; es it was, he wes forced to give it up.

Vie got our telephones through here in 1904.

In cur schocl district, School District No. 13, they had a
peculliar wey of hendling pupils. The advanced children helped the
teacher out by tescling the fourth or fifth grades ocut in the ente-
room. They did kire one gcod teecher; his time was put in with the
more advenced ohildren. We went through civil govecrnment, bookkeep-
ing, end up to the twelfth greds in arithzetic. As high as sixty
pupils, from five to twenty-five yeurs cf age, weat to the Hilemen
smhool &t one time.

I was four years in Boy Scout work eand tsaching Sunday School
in Dakots City.
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